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Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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  Your 
Everyday 
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Outside the multitude of 
speculations stands the transcendental 

flute-player

God
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WELCOME
Last	August,	Kolkata’s	 
15,000-seat	Netaji	Indoor	
Stadium	was	filled	beyond	 
capacity	–	twice	–	to	com- 
memorate	Śrīla	Prabhupāda’s	 
departure	for	America	in	
1965.	In	this	issue,	“Cele-

brating	Prabhupāda’s	Historic	Journey”	reports	
on	what	took	place.	

When	Prabhupāda	boarded	the	Jaladuta, he 
was leaving India to tell people elsewhere who 
God	is.	Perhaps	no	one	he	knew	expected	him	
to	be	successful.	But	he	convinced	Americans	
and	people	around	the	world	that	this	person	
named	Kṛṣṇa	is	not	a	mythological	figure	but	is	
in	fact	“the	Supreme	Personality	of	Godhead.”	
Navīna	Śyāma	Dāsa’s	“Not	Your	Everyday	
God”	shows	how	Kṛṣṇa	shatters	limited,	stereo-
typical	ideas	of	God	to	give	us	a	fuller	view	of	
the	source	of	all	that	is.

As	a	tribute	to	the	person	who	brought	
Kṛṣṇa	into	their	lives,	in	the	1970s	disciples	of	
Śrīla	Prabhupāda	built	a	stunning	memorial	 
in	his	honor	in	the	hills	of	West	Virginia.	
Satyarāja	Dāsa	reviews	the	history	of	its	con-
struction	and	the	efforts	underway	to	restore	it	
to	its	original	glory.

Sureśvara	Dāsa’s	series	on	Śrīla	Prabhu- 
pāda	continues	with	a	discussion	of	varṇāśrama,  
a	part	of	Prabhupāda’s	plan	to	spread	Kṛṣṇa	
consciousness	that	he	left	unfulfilled,	entrusted	
into	the	hands	of	his	dedicated	followers.

Hare	Kṛṣṇa.	–	Nāgarāja Dāsa, Editor

OUR PURPOSES
• To	help	all	people	discern	reality	from	illusion,		
 spirit from matter, the eternal from the   
	 temporary.
• To	expose	the	faults	of	materialism.
• To	offer	guidance	in	the	Vedic	techniques	of		
	 spiritual	life.
• To	preserve	and	spread	the	Vedic	culture.
• To	celebrate	the	chanting	of	the	holy	names	of		
	 God	as	taught	by	Lord	Śrī	Caitanya	
	 Mahā	prabhu.
• To	help	every	living	being	remember	and	serve		
	 Śrī	Kṛṣṇa,	the	Personality	of	Godhead.

Śrī Rādhā-Kṛṣṇa 
are together the  

one Supreme 
Absolute Truth.

Śrī Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu, the 

combined incarnation 
of Rādhā-Kṛṣṇa, 
inaugurated the 
chanting of Hare 

Kṛṣṇa five hundred 
years ago.

His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupāda, 
Founder-Ācārya of 
the International 

Society for Krishna 
Consciousness. 

7

DEPARTMENTS
Letters   4
e-Krishna   11
BBC Meditation   16       
     What Is Victory?

Calendar   26
Book Section: Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam   27
     King Pṛthu Chases Mother Earth

Śrīla Prabhupāda Speaks Out  31    
     Learn to Love the Natural Mode of Life

Hare Krishna Mahā-Mantra   32
From the Editor   64
     Śrīla Prabhupāda the Preacher 

Krishna.com Store   65
Vedic Thoughts   67

COVER On	first	encounter,	many	people	
balk	at	the	assertion	that	God	is	a	bluish	flute-
playing	adolescent.	But	the	Vedic	literature	
provides	ample	evidence	and	arguments	in	
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“Learn to love this 
natural mode of 
life, life in a wide-
open space. Pro-
duce your own 
grain. Produce 
your own milk. 
Save time. Chant 
Hare Kṛṣṇa. Glo-
rify the Lord’s 
holy names. At 
life’s end, go back 
to the spiritual 
world to live for-
ever. Plain living, 
high thinking – 
ideal life.”               
        – p.33
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Reaction for Suicide 
What	is	the	reaction	for	a	person	
who	has	mutilated	the	body	or	 
committed	suicide?         Ann
         Via the Internet

Our reply:	To	misuse	our	material	
body	is	very	lamentable.	The	human	
form	of	life	is	a	gift	acquired	after	
going	through	many	lower	forms	
of	life	for	a	long,	long	time.	In	the	
human	form	our	intelligence	should	
be	used	to	advance	spiritually.	With	
this developed intelligence we can 
choose how to act, and we are held 
responsible	for	our	actions.	If	we	
choose	to	harm	the	body	or	commit	 
suicide,	then	we	get	a	very	bad	
result.	That	is,	we	are	not	allowed	
to	have	another	body	right	away,	

Letters
Finding My Role in Life 
Many	of	my	family	members	are	dev-
otees	of	Lord	Kṛṣṇa.	I	am	always	told	
that this world is not real and that we 
all	are	playing	a	role	in	life.	I	have	
lost	myself.	Can	you	please	help	me?
	 	 								Pronab
          Via the Internet

Our reply: Yes, we are playing roles, 
but	that	is	not	a	bad	thing.	Kṛṣṇa	dev-
otees	play	roles	for	the	pleasure	of	the	
Lord,	and	so	there	is	ultimate	meaning	
in	their	play.

Kṛṣṇa	advises	in	the	Bhagavad-
gītā (18.46),	“By	worship	of	the	
Lord,	who	is	the	source	of	all	beings	
and	who	is	all-pervading,	a	man	can	
attain	perfection	through	performing	 
his	own	work.”	So	whatever	work	
you	are	naturally	inclined	to	do	you	
can	do	for	Kṛṣṇa.

Kṛṣṇa	also	says,	“Therefore,	Ar- 
juna,	you	should	always	think	of	Me	
in	the	form	of	Kṛṣṇa	and	at	the	same	
time	carry	out	your	prescribed	duty	of	
fighting.	With	your	activities	dedicated	 
to	Me	and	your	mind	and	intelligence	
fixed	on	Me,	you	will	attain	Me	with-
out	doubt.”	(Gītā	8.7)	So	as	Arjuna	
attained	perfection	by	dedicating	his	
work	to	Kṛṣṇa,	so	can	we.

Most important in this age is to 
chant the holy names of the Lord: 
Hare	Kṛṣṇa,	Hare	Kṛṣṇa,	Kṛṣṇa	
Kṛṣṇa,	Hare	Hare/	Hare	Rāma,	Hare	
Rāma,	Rāma	Rāma,	Hare	Hare.	Śrīla	
Prabhupāda	writes	in	his	purport	to	
Bhagavad-gītā 8.7:	“This	instruction	 
to	Arjuna	is	very	important	for	all	
men	engaged	in	material	activities.	 
The	Lord	does	not	say	that	one	should	
give	up	his	prescribed	duties	or	en- 
gagements.	One	can	continue	them	
and	at	the	same	time	think	of	Kṛṣṇa	
by	chanting	Hare	Kṛṣṇa.	This	will	
free one from material contamination 
and engage the mind and intelligence 
in	Kṛṣṇa.	By	chanting	Kṛṣṇa’s	names,	
one	will	be	transferred	to	the	supreme	
planet,	Kṛṣṇaloka,	without	a	doubt.”

We	hope	these	words	help	you	
focus	your	life	on	Kṛṣṇa.

Qualities of a Brahmaca–rı– 
What	are	the	qualities	one	should	
have	to	be	brahmacārī?
        Nilesh Sharma
        Via the Internet

Our reply:	Devotion	to	one’s	guru	
is	the	most	important	quality	of	a	
brahmacārī.	The	brahmacārī acts 
as	a	menial	servant	of	the	guru	and	
attains	all	the	blessings	of	the	Lord	
by	acting	in	that	way.

According to Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam, 
Canto	7,	Chapter	12:	“The	brahma-
cārī	should	be	trained	to	be	satis- 
fied	with	eating	what	is	absolutely	
necessary,	he	should	be	very	expert	
in	executing	responsibilities,	he	
should	be	faithful,	and	he	should	
control his senses and try to avoid 
the association of women as far as 
possible.”

In	his	purport	to	Bhagavad-gītā 
4.26,	Śrīla	Prabhupāda	writes:	“The	
brahmacārīs,	or	students	under	the	
care	of	a	bona	fide	spiritual	master,	
control	the	mind	by	abstaining	from	
sense	gratification.	A	brahmacārī 
hears	only	words	concerning	Kṛṣṇa	 
consciousness;	hearing	is	the	basic	 
principle	for	understanding,	and	 
therefore	the	pure	brahmacārī	en- 
gages	fully	in	harer nāmānukīrtanam 
– chanting and hearing the glories  
of	the	Lord.	He	restrains	himself	 
from	the	vibrations	of	material	
sounds,	and	his	hearing	is	engaged	
in	the	transcendental	sound	vibration	
of	Hare	Kṛṣṇa,	Hare	Kṛṣṇa.”	

The Purpose of Creation 
What	is	the	purpose	of	God’s	
creation?		 	 						Prosun
        Via the Internet

Our reply: The Lord creates the 
material world to reform fallen 

souls.	It	makes	up	only	one-fourth	
of	the	whole	creation.	The	rest	is	the	
spiritual	abode,	full	of	His	devotees.	

We	unfortunately	misused	our	 
God-given	freedom	by	choosing	not	
to	serve	Him.	For	souls	like	us,	He	
creates	this	illusory,	temporary	place	
where	we	can	try	to	enjoy	without	 
Him.	We	keep	trying,	lifetime	after	
lifetime,	but	unsuccessfully.	The	
material	world	is	like	a	prison,	but	 
He	gives	us	the	opportunity	to	purify	
ourselves	by	engaging	in	devotional	 
service.	We	need	to	beg	Him	to	ac- 
cept	us	again.	That	is	the	meaning	
of	the	Hare	Kṛṣṇa	mantra.	He	gives	
us	instructions,	sometimes	descends	
Himself, sends His representatives, 
and	is	now	present	in	His	name.	We	 
have	to	take	advantage	of	these	things	
to	become	fit	to	go	back	to	Him.

because	we	do	not	deserve	it.	But	 
we	still	have	all	our	desires,	and	
therefore	we	get	the	subtle	body	of	
a	ghost,	a	situation	in	which	we	can-
not	satisfy	our	desires.	It	is	a	horrible	
situation.	

The	best	use	of	the	material	body	
is to consider it the temporary temple  
of	our	soul.	We	do	what’s	needed	to	
keep	the	body	and	soul	together	and	
engage	it	in	Kṛṣṇa’s	service.	Kṛṣṇa	
has	given	it	to	us	for	that	purpose.	

Living in Kr. s.n. a  
Consciousness 
How	to	follow	Kṛṣṇa	consciousness	
while	working	and	living	socially?
       Sachin
       Via the Internet

Our reply: An aspiring devotee is 
advised	to	accept	what	is	favorable	
to	devotional	service	and	reject	 
what	is	unfavorable.	So	your	social	
life	should	be	with	like-minded	peo-
ple.	If	you	must	associate	with	non-
devotees,	then	try	to	be	a	good	
example for them and avoid their  
bad	habits.	Balance	your	life	by	ris-
ing early and chanting and hearing  
about	the	Supreme	Lord.	That	will	
help	get	you	through	the	day	in	
Kṛṣṇa	consciousness.	Listen	to	as	
much	spiritual	sound	as	you	can.	If	
you	cannot	go	to	the	temple	regu-
larly,	use	the	Internet	to	see	the	dei-
ties in the temples, hear the classes, 
and	so	on.	Many	temples	have	web-
cams	that	you	can	tune	into.	Offer	
your	food	to	Kṛṣṇa	and,	if	possible,	 
invite	devotees	to	your	home	for	
Kṛṣṇa	conscious	programs.	When	
you	have	a	chance,	tell	others	about	
Kṛṣṇa.	

Replies were written by Krishna.com 
Live Help volunteers. Please write to 
us at: BTG, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, 
Florida 32616, USA. Email: editors@
krishna.com.

Founder-Ācārya: His Divine Grace 
A.	C.	Bhaktivedanta	Swami	Prabhupāda

The International 
Society for Krishna Consciousness

For the 
complete list, 

go to 
http://directory.

krishna.com
Vrajabhumi, Brazil

centers 
around the 

world
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kabhu svarge uṭhāya, kabhu narake   
     ḍubāya
daṇḍya-jane rājā yena nadīte cubāya

“In the material condition, the living 
entity is sometimes raised to higher plan-
etary systems and material prosperity and 
sometimes	drowned	in	a	hellish	situation.	
His	state	is	exactly	like	that	of	a	crimi-
nal	whom	a	king	punishes	by	submerg-
ing him in water and then raising him 
again	from	the	water.”	–	Śrī Caitanya-caritāmṛta, 
Madhya-līlā 20.118

LORD	CAITANYA	is	explaining	the	position	of	us	 
conditioned	souls.	We	are	completely	under	the 
				grip	of	material	nature.	When	someone	is	

seated in a car and the driver drives him, if the 
driver	is	not	under	control	he	drives	him	anywhere,	
to	any	hell.	Similarly,	we	are	sitting	in	the	car	of	
this	body,	supplied	by	the	material	nature,	and	she	 
is	driving	anywhere,	sometimes	up,	sometimes	down.	 
In	this	way	we	are	suffering	life	after	life,	birth	after	
birth.	This	is	our	condition.	We	are	not	independent;	
we	are	completely	under	the	stringent	laws	of	 
material	nature.

Formerly,	a	culprit	would	be	dunked	under	water	
for	punishment,	and	after	some	time	he	would	be	
raised	up	to	take	a	breath.	He	was	suffocating.	He	
was	not	meant	to	be	killed,	but	he	was	given	suf-

fering	in	that	way.	Similarly,	material	
nature	is	giving	us	suffering,	miseries.	

Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam	(11.2.37)	gives	
us	direction	on	this	point:	

bhayaṁ dvitīyābhiniveśataḥ syād
     īśād apetasya viparyayo ’smṛtiḥ
tan-māyayāto budha ābhajet taṁ
     bhaktyaikayeśaṁ guru-devatātmā

“Fear arises when a living entity mis-
identifies	himself	as	the	material	body	because	of	
absorption	in	the	external,	illusory	energy	of	the	
Lord.	When	the	living	entity	thus	turns	away	from	
the	Supreme	Lord,	he	also	forgets	his	own	constitu-
tional	position	as	a	servant	of	the	Lord.	This	bewil-
dering,	fearful	condition	is	effected	by	the	potency	
for	illusion,	called	māyā. Therefore, an intelligent 
person	should	engage	unflinchingly	in	the	unalloyed	
devotional	service	of	the	Lord,	under	the	guidance	
of	a	bona	fide	spiritual	master,	whom	he	should	
accept	as	his	worshipable	deity	and	as	his	very	life	
and	soul.”	When	we	are	forgetful	of	Kṛṣṇa	con-
sciousness,	when	we	think,	“There	is	no	God.	Mat-
ter	is	everything.	This	material	manifestation	we	
see is everything, all in all, and there is no Lord, no 
supreme	controller”	–	when	we	think	like	that,	our	
anxiety	begins.	

Bhayam, fearfulness.	We	are	all	fearful	because	
fear	is	one	of	the	bodily	necessities	we	all	have:	We	

To enter a true loving relationship with Kṛṣṇa, 
we have to stop seeing Him as our order-supplier.

DEVOTION
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda

Founder-Ācārya	of	the	International	Society	for	Krishna	Consciousness

FOUNDER’S LECTURE
New	York	City	–	November	23,	1966

Take Shelter of

Śrīmatī Rādhārāṇī delivers cooking ingredients to Śrīla Rūpa Gosvāmī. 
(Śrīla Prabhupāda relates the incident in this lecture.)
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want to eat something, we want to 
sleep, we want to mate, and simi-
larly,	we	have	fear.	These	are	the	
four	principles	of	animal	life	shared	
by	human	beings.	We	are	always	
fearful.	Why?	Because	we	have	 
taken	it	that	there	is	no	God.	We	 
are	like	the	forlorn	child	who	thinks	
he	is	lost.	“I	am	helpless.	Where	is	
my	mother?	Where	is	my	father?”	
Similarly, when we are helpless we 
are	fearful.	But	those	who	are	Kṛṣṇa	
conscious	are	not	helpless.	They	
know,	“Above	me	there	is	Kṛṣṇa.”	

One of the symptoms of śara- 
ṇāgati,	surrender	to	Kṛṣṇa,	is	to	have	 
the	firm	conviction	that	“Kṛṣṇa	will	
protect	me.	I	am	engaged	in	Kṛṣṇa’s	
service,	so	Kṛṣṇa	will	give	me	pro-

tection.”	If	I	work	in	some	ordinary	
man’s	service,	he	gives	me	protection.	 
Don’t	you	think	that	if	you	work	for	
Kṛṣṇa	He’ll	give	you	protection?	
Because	we	have	no	faith,	we	are	
seeking	protection	elsewhere.	But	
Kṛṣṇa	can	protect	us.	He	says,	ahaṁ 
tvāṁ sarva-pāpebhyo mokṣayiṣyāmi: 
“I	shall	give	you	protection	from	all	
sinful	reactions.”	(Gītā	18.66)

But	we	have	no	faith.	We	are	
thinking,	“Oh,	it	is	written	in	the	
Bhagavad-gītā, that’s	all	right,	but	 
I	must	have	my	protection	in	a	 
different	way.”	

Because	someone	thinks	there	is	
something	superior	to	Kṛṣṇa,	he	is	
fearful.	The	Bhāgavatam explains 
why	a	conditioned	soul	is	fearful:	
bhayaṁ dvitīyābhiniveśataḥ syāt. 
When	we	take	shelter	of	māyā, illu-
sion,	then	we	are	afraid.	We	must	
understand,	“Illusion,	this	material	 
energy,	is	under	the	control	of	Kṛṣṇa,	 
because	illusion	is	also	Kṛṣṇa’s	
energy,	His	inferior	energy.	So	within	
this material energy, when I am for-

getful	of	Kṛṣṇa	this	material	energy	
is	fearful	for	me,	and	when	I	am	
fully	in	Kṛṣṇa	consciousness	there	
is	no	question	of	fearfulness	from	
material	nature.”	

Simply by Devotional Service	

Therefore	it	is	our	duty	to	regain	
our	lost	consciousness,	Kṛṣṇa	con-
sciousness.	That	is	the	duty	of	this	
human	form	of	life.	Ābhajet taṁ 
bhaktyaika īśam. If	you	want	to	wor-
ship	the	Supreme	Lord,	then	you	
have	to	worship	Him	simply	by	ser-
vice.	There	is	no	other	process.	You	
cannot	worship	Kṛṣṇa	by	controlling	
breathing	or	by	mental	speculation	
or	by	some	pious	activities	or	char-

ity.	You	have	to	worship	Him	simply	
by	your	devotional	love.	That	is	the	
only	way.	Bhaktyaika – “only one, 
bhakti.”	There	is	no	other	means.	

There	is	no	second	means	to	un- 
derstand	God	besides	devotional	ser-
vice.	Rest	assured.	Foolish	people	do	
not	understand	this.	They	come	to	
the impersonal or the void – all the 
nonsensical	conclusions.	Because	
they	do	not	take	shelter	of	devotion,	
they	cannot	come	to	any	true	con-
clusion.	It	is	not	possible.	Therefore,	
they	more	or	less	become	atheists	or	
go after the void or impersonalism 
or	create	so	many	other	ideas.

But	Kṛṣṇa,	the	Supreme	Lord,	can- 
not	be	understood	by	any	process	
other	than	devotional	service.	It	is	
simply	a	waste	of	time.	If	you	want	
to	know	Kṛṣṇa,	if	you	want	to	know	
God,	then	you	have	to	take	to	this	pro- 
cess.	Guru-devatātmā: “He	is	the	Su- 
preme	Lord,	He	is	the	Supersoul,	and	 
He	is	the	supreme	spiritual	master.”	

He’s	the	supreme	spiritual	master	 
within	you.	As	soon	as	you	take	to	

devotional	service	He’ll	give	you	
dictation:	“Do	this.”	Lord	Kṛṣṇa	
says in the Bhagavad-gītā	(10.10),	
dadāmi buddhi-yogaṁ tam: “I give 
him	intelligence.”	What	for?	Yena 
mām upayānti te: “By which he 
can	come	back	to	Me.”	That	intel-
ligence.	He’ll	help	you.	If	you	are	
fully	surrendered,	then	He’ll	direct	
you	in	such	a	way	that	you	cannot	
go elsewhere except to Him – even 
if	sometimes	you	think,	“He	is	doing	
something	against	my	will.”	

Kr. s.n. a Takes Charge	

I	have	got	my	personal	experience.	 
I	never	accepted	that	I	would	be- 
come a sannyāsī.	I	tried	my	best	to	

keep	myself	in	the	ma- 
terial	world.	Several	times	
Kṛṣṇa	frustrated	me.	He	
brought	me	by	force	to	
this life, and now I am 
happy.	I	can	understand	
how	much	favor	Kṛṣṇa	
has	showed	me.	Yes.	I	
did	not	understand	in	the	
beginning.

So	sometimes,	if	Kṛṣṇa	takes	spe-
cial	care	for	you,	He’ll	act	in	such	
a	way	that	you	will	have	no	other	
way	than	to	go	back	to	Him.	Kṛṣṇa	
will	take	charge	if	we	sincerely	want	
Him.	He	sees,	“Here	is	a	person	
who	wants	Me,	but	he’s	foolish.	He	
wants	Me;	at	the	same	time	he	wants	
to	enjoy	this	material	world.	So	I’ll	
crush	this,	crush	this	–	his	material	
propensities – and let him simply 
become	devoted.”	Yes.	Sometimes	
we	see	like	that.	

In the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam	Mahā- 
rāja	Parīkṣit	put	a	question	to	Śuka- 
deva	Gosvāmī.	Mahārāja	Parīkṣit	
understood	that	his	grandfathers	were	
put	into	so	many	difficulties	even	
though	Kṛṣṇa	was	their	personal	
friend.	Everyone	was	astonished:	
“How	is	that?	Mahārāja	Yudhiṣṭhira	
is	the	most	pious	man.	Arjuna	is	the	 
greatest	warrior,	and	Draupadī,	their	
wife, is directly the goddess of for-
tune.	And	above	all,	Kṛṣṇa	is	their	
personal	friend.	And	still	they	were	
put	into	such	difficulties.	They	lost	 

their	kingdom.	They	lost	their	wife.	 
For	thirteen	years	they	had	to	under-
go	so	many	troubles.”	So	this	was	
astonishing.	Even	Bhīṣma	cried.	“I	
cannot	understand	why	these	five	
brothers	are	put	into	so	many	dif-
ficulties	in	spite	of	all	their	good	
qualities.”

So	their	grandson,	Mahārāja	
Parīkṣit,	when	he	was	being	taught	
by	Śukadeva	Gosvāmī,	had	some	
suspicions	about	devotion	to	Kṛṣṇa.	
Not	suspicions,	but	just	to	teach	us	
he	inquired,	“Lord	Kṛṣṇa	is	Viṣṇu,	
the	master	of	the	goddess	of	fortune.	 
Why	do	people	who	become	Kṛṣṇa	
conscious	or	devotees	of	Viṣṇu	re-
main poor, and others, those who 
worship	Śiva	and	other	demigods,	
become	very	rich?	What	is	the	rea-
son?	Kṛṣṇa	is	the	proprietor	of	every- 
thing,	but	those	who	want	Him	
become	poorer.	Lord	Śiva	doesn’t	
even	have	a	house	of	his	own	–	he’s	
a	pauper	–	but	one	who	worships	
him	becomes	richer.”	

You	know	the	history	of	Lord	
Śiva.	He	hasn’t	got	a	house	even.	He	
lives	under	a	tree	or	in	some	moun-
tain.	But	those	who	worship	Śiva	–	
oh,	they	get	material	opulence	very	
nicely.	And	they	can	smoke	gāñjā. 
So all this captivates people to 
become	devotees	of	Śiva.	Naturally,	
anyone who wants material prosper-
ity	becomes	a	devotee	of	Śiva.

So	this	is	contradictory.	“Śiva	has	 
no	house	even,	not	even	a	dwelling	 
place,	a	residence.	He’s	a	pauper.	 
And	by	worshiping	him	one	becomes	
richer.	And	Kṛṣṇa	–	sahasra-śata-
sambhrama-sevyamānam – thousands	
of	goddesses	of	fortune	are	always	
serving	Him.	He	has	such	opulence.	
But	kṛṣṇa-bhaktas, devotees of 
Kṛṣṇa,	appear	to	be	poor.	Why?”

Śukadeva	Gosvāmī	answered,	
“This	very	question	was	also	put	to	
Kṛṣṇa	by	your	grandfather	Mahārāja	
Yudhiṣṭhira.	So	instead	of	answering	
myself,	I’ll	refer	to	that	very	question	 
and	answer	between	your	grand- 
father	and	Kṛṣṇa.	Kṛṣṇa	answered	
like	this:	yasyāham anugṛhṇāmi 
hariṣye tad-dhanaṁ śanaiḥ: ‘If I do  
somebody	some	special	favor,	then	

My	first	duty	is	to	crush	all	his	ma- 
terial	possessions.’”	(Bhāgavatam 
10.88.8)	You	see?	Why?	“To	make	
him	more	surrendered	to	Me.”	When	
he	becomes	helpless	he	has	no	other	
way.	“Kṛṣṇa,	please	take	me.”	

When	he	has	something,	he	thinks,	
“Oh, my material possessions will 
protect	me.”	Therefore	he	does	not	
surrender.	Now,	Kṛṣṇa	sees	“This	
living	entity	is	very	much	My	devo-
tee,	but	he	wants	some	nonsense.	So	
I’ll	crush	him	so	that	he’ll	feel	help-
less	and	come	to	Me.	I’ll	give	him	
all	protection.”	

Sometimes	Kṛṣṇa	tests	us	to	see	 
whether	we	are	sincere	devotees.	Be- 
cause	we	are	always	after	sense	grat-
ification,	if	Kṛṣṇa	is	not	an	order-
supplier	then	we	reject	Kṛṣṇa.	We	
want	God,	or	Kṛṣṇa,	to	be	our	order-
supplier.	So	we	must	order	Kṛṣṇa,	
“Give	me	this.	Give	me	that.	If	You	
cannot give me what I want, then 
what	are	You,	Kṛṣṇa?	I	don’t	want	
You.”	This	sort	of	bhakti, or devo-
tional	service,	is	not	accepted	by	
Kṛṣṇa.

My	German	godbrother	told	me	
that	during	wartime	some	German	
women	prayed	in	the	church	to	get	
back	their	husband,	son,	or	brothers,	
because	all	went	to	war.	But	nobody	
returned,	and	these	women	became	
atheists:	“Oh,	there	is	no	God.	I	
prayed	so	much	to	God	to	get	my	
husband	back,	my	brothers	back,	but	
they	are	dead.”	

If	we	go	to	Kṛṣṇa	with	that	pur-
pose	–	that	He	should	be	our	order-
supplier	–	then	there	is	no	question	
of	Kṛṣṇa	bhakti.	We	must	fully	sur-
render:	“Let	Him	do	as	He	likes.”	

Śrī	Caitanya	taught	(Śikṣāṣṭaka	8),	

āśliṣya vā pāda-ratāṁ pinaṣṭu mām    
     adarśanān marma-hatāṁ karotu vā 
yathā tathā vā vidadhātu lampaṭo
     mat-prāṇa-nāthas tu sa eva nāparaḥ

“I	know	no	one	but	Kṛṣṇa	as	my	
Lord, and He shall remain so even 
if	He	handles	me	roughly	by	His	
embrace	or	makes	me	brokenhearted	
by	not	being	present	before	me.	He	
is completely free to do anything 
and everything, for He is always my  

There is no second means to understand  
God besides devotional service. Rest assured. 
Foolish people do not understand this.

What Is the 
Hare Krsna Movement?
Founded	in	1966	by	His	Divine 
Grace	A.	C.	Bhaktivedanta	Swami	
Prabhupāda,	the	International	So-
ciety	for	Krishna	Consciousness	
(ISKCON)	carries	on	a	great	ancient	
tradition rooted in the Bhagavad-
gītā, the	teachings	Lord	Kṛṣṇa	spoke	
five	millennia	ago.	The	Gītā and 
the	other	Vedic	scriptures	declare	
Kṛṣṇa	to	be	the	original	person,	God	
Himself, who appears periodically 
in	this	world	to	liberate	all	living	
beings.	

Only	five	hundred	years	ago,	
Kṛṣṇa	descended	as	Śrī	Caitanya	
Mahāprabhu	to	teach	the	most	 
sublime	and	effective	means	of	
meditation for the present day: 
the chanting of the names of God, 
especially	as	found	in	the	Hare	
Kṛṣṇa	mantra.

Today	members	of	ISKCON	
continue	Lord	Caitanya’s	move- 
ment	by	distributing	the	teachings	
of	Lord	Kṛṣṇa	and	the	Hare	Kṛṣṇa	
mantra	all	over	the	world.

Pronunciation
We	spell	Sanskrit	words	and	names	
by	a	phonetic	system	that	lets	you	 
know	how	to	say	each	word.	Pro-
nounce	short	a	like	the	u	in	but, long 
ā	like	the	a in far	(and	held	twice	
as long as the short a).	Pronounce	
e	like	the	a in evade, long ī	like	the	
i in pique.	Pronounce	the	vowel	ṛ 
like	the	ri in rim, and c	like	the	ch 
in chair.	Pronounce	consonants	like	
ch, jh, and dh	as	in	staunch-heart, 
hedge-hog, and red-hot.	Pronounce	
ś and ṣ	like	sh.	So	for	Kṛṣṇa say 
KRISHNA,	for	Caitanya say 
CHAITANYA.

Spiritual Names 
ISKCON	members	receive	names	of	
Lord	Kṛṣṇa	or	his	great	devotees,	 
combined	with	Dāsa,	for	men,	or	
Dāsī,	for	women,	both	of	which	
mean	“servant.”	For	instance,	the	
name	Kṛṣṇa	Dāsa	means	“servant	of	
Kṛṣṇa.”
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worshipable	Lord,	unconditionally.”	 
Lord	Caitanya	says,	“You	may	em- 
brace	me	or	trample	me	with	Your	
feet,	You	may	neglect	me,	and	You	
may	make	me	brokenhearted	by	not	 
being	present	before	me	all	my	life.”	 
Marma-hatām	means	“brokenhearted.”	 
“I	love	You	so	much.	I	want	You,	
but	You	never	care	for	me.	That’s	all	
right.	Still	You	are	my	worshipable	
Lord,	unconditionally.	I	don’t	want	
any	return	from	You.	Still	You	are	
my	worshipable	Deity.”	This	is	pure	
devotion.	

Kṛṣṇa	takes	all	care.	Don’t	think	
otherwise.	He	says,	ahaṁ tvāṁ sarva- 
pāpebhyo mokṣayiṣyāmi: “I	shall	de- 
liver	you	from	all	sinful	reactions.”	
(Gītā	18.66)	Why	should	you	be	so	
anxious?	One	who	is	in	love	with	
Kṛṣṇa	wants	to	see	Him,	wants	to	love	 
Him.	But	even	if	He	does	not	present	 
Himself	before	the	lover,	the	lover	
says,	“Oh,	still	You	are	my	lovable	 
object.	You	are	free	to	treat	me	as	You	 
like,	but	You	are	my	worshipable	
Lord.”	This	is	pure.	As	soon	as	we	
come	to	this	stage,	that	is	perfection.	
Don’t	expect	anything	in	return.

Ru–pa Gosva–mı–’s “Mistake”	

There	is	a	nice	story	about	Sanātana	
Gosvāmī,	whom	we	are	now	study-
ing.	The	brothers	Sanātana	Gosvāmī	
and	Rūpa	Gosvāmī	went	to	Vrin-
davan	for	devotional	service.	Rūpa	

Gosvāmī,	especially,	was	always	
engaged	in	writing	books.	And	when	
he	was	hungry,	he	would	go	to	some	
householder	and	ask,	“Please	give	me	 
a	piece	of	bread.”	And	everyone	in	 
Vrindavan	would	give.	The	Gosvāmīs	 
were	leaders.	All	the	Vrindavan	in-
habitants	took	their	advice.	They	even	 
placed	their	household	quarrels	be- 
fore	them:	“Swamijī,	this	is	our	posi- 
tion.	Please	settle	it.”	Whatever	deci-
sion	he	would	give	to	the	villagers,	
they	would	accept.	Their	court	was	
Swamijī,	Rūpa	Gosvāmī.	He	was	so	
lovable.	

One	day	Rūpa	Gosvāmī	was	
thinking,	“If	I	could	get	some	ingre-
dients	for	cooking,	then	I	would	in- 
vite	Sanātana	Gosvāmī	to	take	some	
prasādam.”	He	thought	like	that.	
And	after,	say,	one	hour,	a	young	
girl	came	with	rice,	flour,	ghee,	and	
vegetables,	so	many	things.

“Bābājī,	please	accept	these	ingre- 
dients.	There	is	some	ceremony	at	
our	house,	so	My	mother	has	sent	
you	all	these	things.”	

Rūpa	Gosvāmī	inquired,	“Oh,	You	
are	a	very	nice	girl.	Where	do	You	 
live?”

“I	live	in	this	village.	You	do	not	
know?”	

“No,	I	have	never	seen	You.	All	
right.	Thank	You	very	much.”	

Then	She	went	away,	and	Rūpa	
Gosvāmī	invited	Sanātana	Gosvāmī,	
“My	dear	brother,	please	come	and	

take	your	prasādam	here.	I	have	got	
some	food.”	

“All	right.”
Sanātana	Gosvāmī	came	during	

prasādam	time,	and	Rūpa	Gosvāmī	
had	prepared	many	nice	dishes.	The	
Gosvāmīs	were	expert	in	cooking.	
All devotees are expert in so many 
things.	That	is	their	qualification.	

Sanātana	Gosvāmī	inquired,	“How	
did	you	get	all	these	nice	things	here	
in	this	jungle?”	

Rūpa	Gosvāmī	narrated	the	story.
“In	the	morning	I	thought,	‘If	

somebody	sends	me	something	.	.	.’	
So	by	Kṛṣṇa’s	grace	a	very	beautiful	
girl	brought	all	these	things.”	

“Who?”	
He	began	to	describe	the	girl’s	

beauty.
Then	Sanātana	Gosvāmī	said,	“Oh,	 

I	have	never	seen	this	beautiful	girl.”
“Yes,	I	have	also	never	seen	Her.”	
“Ohhh!	Then	She	must	be	Rādhā- 

rāṇī.	She	must	be	Rādhā.	You	have	
taken	service	from	Rādhārāṇī?	Ohhh!	 
You	have	murdered	me.	We	don’t	
want	to	take	any	service	from	Kṛṣṇa,	
and	He	has	taken	the	opportunity.	We	 
want	to	simply	give	our	service,	not	
any	exchange.	Oh,	you	have	made	a	
great	mistake.	Rādhārāṇī	has	taken	
this	opportunity.”	He	began	to	cry.	
“We	have	taken	service	from	Kṛṣṇa.	
We	have	given	Rādhārāṇī	trouble.”	
This	is	the	mood	of	the	pure	devotee.	
They	were	very	sorry.	“Kṛṣṇa	was	
troubled	to	send	all	these	goods.”

Kṛṣṇa	is	always	looking	for	the	
opportunity	–	“How	to	serve	My	pure	
devotee?”	And	the	pure	devotee’s	so	
clever	that	he	won’t	accept	any	ser-
vice	from	Kṛṣṇa.	Arjuna	never	said,	
“Kṛṣṇa,	You	are	God.	Why	are	You	
putting	me	to	war	indirectly?	You	can	
give	me	everything.”	Arjuna	never	
said	that.	And	Kṛṣṇa	said,	“You	are	a	
kṣatriya.	You	have	to	fight.”	

We	should	not	take	God	as	our	
order-supplier.	That	is	not	devotion.	
That	is	mercantile	business.	Kṛṣṇa	
is	not	going	to	be	your	lover	if	you	
approach Him with a mercantile men-
tality.	You	must	give	Him	service.	
Ābhajet tam. This is the process of 
devotion.

Thank	you	very	much.

 
 
 

e-Krishna
Profiles of Kṛṣṇa-related websites

Vaishnaviministry.org  
Websites	come	in	all	shapes	and	
sizes.	Some	are	encyclopedic	and	
contain	large	amounts	of	informa-
tion.	Others	are	called	“landing	
pages”	and	contain	just	enough	
information	to	whet	your	appe-
tite	and	point	you	elsewhere	for	
more	information.	Some	websites	
are complicated places that try 
to	be	everything	you	could	want.	
Others	are	simple,	sleek,	and	full	
of	space,	giving	you	just	enough	
but	not	overwhelming	you	with	
choices.	

Vaishnaviministry.org	falls	
somewhere	in	the	middle.	It	is	
easy	to	navigate	and	full	of	space;	
it’s	not	a	complicated	maze	of	
choices	but	has	more	than	enough	
information	to	give	you	an	under-
standing of the ministry and its 
work.	Everything	on	the	site	is	
accessible	from	the	home	page.

The mission of the Vaishnavi 
Ministry	is	to	“Promote	a	culture	 
of	open-hearted	respect	for	Vaish-
navis	through	association,	edu-
cation,	representation,	support,	
and	service.”	The	site	gives	a	

comprehensive overview of 
the position of women in ISK-
CON,	including	what	things	
were	like	for	women	during	
Śrīla	Prabhupāda’s	time	and	how	
things have changed since then 
up	to	the	present	day.

Scrolling	up	gives	you	easy	
access to the latest entries in the 
blog,	and	buttons	at	the	bottom	
of	the	page	allow	you	to	scroll	
through	the	pages	to	see	what	
else	is	available.	

Along the top of the page, on  
the	menu	bar,	clicking	on	the	
title	logo	on	the	left	always	brings	 
you	back	to	the	front	of	the	site.	 
On	the	right,	a	series	of	links	
takes	you	deeper	into	the	content.

If	you	click	on	the	Our	Mis-
sion	link	you	can	read	the	full	 
mission	and	purpose	of	the	
Vaishnavi	Ministry.	This	ex-
plains the prime motivation and 
direction of the ministry, which 
reports	to	ISKCON’s	Governing	
Body	Commission	(GBC).

Clicking	the	Ministry	Mem-
bers	link	lets	you	see	who	runs	
the ministry and who is on its 
advisory	council.	

The	Blog	link	gives	you	full	
access to all the articles avail-
able	on	the	site	in	one	long	list,	
ordered	by	date.	There	are	some	
detailed and scholarly pieces for 
you	to	read.

Under History, the Vaishnavi 
Ministry has gathered papers, 
articles,	and	audio	and	video	
presentations on the topic of 
women	in	ISKCON.	If	you	have	
any	documents,	videos,	or	audio	
files	that	could	be	preserved	in	
the	ministry	archives,	you	are	
encouraged	to	send	them	in.	

The	Contact	link	allows	you	
to	send	comments	or	questions	
to	the	ministry.	Most	pages	have	
a	search	box	in	the	right-hand	
column,	and	below	that	some	
navigation	buttons	that	will	help	
you	find	something	to	read.	

          – Antony Brennan

For help with the meaning 
and	pronunciation	of	Sanskrit	
words,	visit	our	online	Glos-	
    sary of more than     
	 	 		1,200	words.

							Krishna.com/glossary
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GOD.	PERHAPS no word in the Eng-
lish	language	is	laden	with	more	
emotional	baggage.	For	some	it	

conjures	reveries	of	gratitude	and	adoration.	
For	many	others	it	evokes	anger,	fear,	or	 
doubt.	In	either	case,	the	conceptions	that	
flood	the	mind	of	the	average	person	–	at	 
least	in	the	Judeo-Christian	West	–	are	al-
most	all	mistaken.	People	envision	a	God	
who	has	no	definite	or	permanent	form	and	
whose	primary	business	is	to	run	this	world	
and, in the process, satisfy the physical and 
mental	desires	of	its	inhabitants.	Arising	
from	common	biblical	interpretations,	these	
notions	of	divinity	have	permeated	Western	
society to the point that mainstream motion 
pictures	invariably	portray	just	such	a	God.	
But	the	devotional	scriptures	of	ancient	
India	present	a	strikingly	different	reality.	 
Intended	for	those	rare	souls	who	are	eagerly	 
seeking	to	know	God	in	truth,	they	reveal	
that,	in	His	original	form,	He	is	the	Supreme	 
Person,	Kṛṣṇa,	who	inhabits	His	own	spiri-
tual	realm	and	spends	His	time	accepting	and	
enjoying	the	service	of	His	devotees.	In	this	

NOT 
YOUR 
EVERYDAY 
GOD
by	Navīna	Śyāma	Dāsa

Kṛṣṇa is far more colorful and captivating 
than what most people expect of God.

way,	though	He	is	indeed	the	ultimate	cause	
of all creation and the primordial father of 
all	living	beings,	Kṛṣṇa	is	not	the	God	that	
most	people	imagine.

God’s Form	

Because	the	idea	of	God	having	a	body	is	
seen	as	limiting,	He	is	generally	reduced	to	
little	more	than	a	diffuse	radiant	gas.	Even	
though	the	Old	Testament	refers	to	various	
parts	of	God’s	body	–	such	as	His	face,	His	
hands,	and	His	back	–	most	readers,	follow-
ing in the footsteps of the prominent Jewish 
philosopher	Moses	Maimonides,	take	these	
descriptions	to	be	allegorical.	And	the	New	
Testament	focuses	on	the	personhood	of	
Jesus,	the	Son,	leaving	it	unclear	how	per-
sonal	God,	the	Father,	is.	The	result	is	that	
most people cling to an impersonal concep-
tion	of	divinity.	In	a	conversation	with	Śrīla	 
Prabhupāda	in	Iran	in	1975,	for	example,	
one	guest	urged	that	God	“need	not	have	 
a	definite	form.”	Another	guest	explained	that	
“the	energy	of	light	does	take	the	form	of	

Painting	by	Puṣkara	D
āsa
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everything	which	exists.	It	is	the	cre-
ator	of	worlds.”	Indeed,	people	who	
describe	the	amorphous	“white	light”	
of	divinity	are	legion	all	the	time.	

In	line	with	this	belief,	the	trend	
in modern cinema is to depict God 
as	ultimately	formless	and	devoid	of	
personality.	For	instance,	although	
God	appears	in	the	final	scene	of	the	
1999	fantasy	comedy	Dogma, the 
script	betrays	an	underlying	imper-
sonal	conception.	Despite	appearing	 
in	the	form	of	a	healthy	young	woman	
and	encountering	fallen	angels	and	
foul-mouthed	prophets,	God	does	
not	speak	a	single	word.	Moreover,	 
as	She	reenters	the	New	Jersey	church	
from	which	She	emerged,	a	pur-
ported apostle explains to the pro-
tagonist that God “is not really a 
woman.	She’s	not	really	anything.”	

Thus,	even	when	God	is	ostensibly	
portrayed	as	a	person,	He	(or	She)	
is not permitted the traits of person-
hood	as	we	know	it.

But	Kṛṣṇa	is	nothing	so	nebulous.	
The Brahma-saṁhitā describes	Him	
as	having	“blooming	eyes	like	lotus	
petals,”	a	head	“decked	with	pea-
cock’s	feather,”	and	a	body	“tinged	
with	the	hue	of	blue	clouds.”	Hang-
ing	from	His	neck	is	“a	garland	of	
flowers	beautified	with	the	moon-
locket.”	In	His	hands	He	holds	a	 
flute.	The	Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam	de- 
scribes	even	more	features:	the	curl	
of	white	hair	known	as	Śrīvatsa	on	
His	chest	(3.19.15),	the	yellow	silk	
garment	He	wears	(3.4.7),	the	shark-
shaped ornaments dangling from His 
ears	(8.18.2),	the	Kaustubha	gem	
adorning	His	neck	(4.8.48),	and	the	
special	marks	distinguishing	His	feet,	 
such	as	the	lotus,	barleycorn,	and	
elephant	goad	(10.38.25).	In	the	Iran	 
conversation	cited	above,	Śrīla	Prabhu- 

pāda	teaches	his	skeptical	audience	 
that	Kṛṣṇa’s	form	does	not	limit	
Him,	because,	being	spiritual	rather	
than	material,	it	is	not	subject	to	the	 
physical	laws	that	restrict	our	own	
bodies.	He	also	advises	that	we	
should	not	expect	to	be	able	to	see	
this	sublime	form	with	our	blunt	ma- 
terial	senses,	but	must	instead	wait	
for	Kṛṣṇa	to	reveal	Himself	in	
response	to	our	loving	mood.	

God’s Realm	

Another stereotype of God concerns 
His	area	of	primary	activity.	What-
ever	He	may	look	like,	the	practi-
cal	consensus	is	that	God’s	place	
is	here,	at	the	helm	of	planet	Earth.	
Though	the	Bible	frequently	alludes	
to a heavenly afterlife, little to noth-

ing	is	said	about	what	that	life	con-
sists	of.	As	a	result,	the	Kingdom	
of	God	exists	in	the	background	of	
most	people’s	consciousness	as	a	
sort	of	perpetual	retirement	commu-
nity,	not	particularly	exciting,	but	
warm and safe, and a nice place to 
go	after	our	“real”	life	here	is	over.	 
As	for	the	other	planets	in	this	uni-
verse,	the	Bible	is	more	or	less	silent,	
and modern science has deemed them 
lifeless, so there is little reason to 
expect	God	to	care	much	about	them.	
Thus,	it	is	assumed	that	God’s	atten-
tion	must	be	focused	predominantly,	
if	not	exclusively,	on	our	one	planet,	
the	only	place	where	anything	truly	
interesting	happens.

Contemporary movies echo this 
divine	geocentrism.	In	the	2011	ro- 
mantic	sci-fi	thriller	The Adjustment 
Bureau, for	example,	a	politician’s	
attempts	to	reunite	with	a	woman	
he	met	once	by	chance	are	repeat-
edly	foiled	by	members	of	the	oth-

erworldly	“Adjustment	Bureau,”	who	
tell him that the relationship is not 
sanctioned	by	“the	Plan.”	When	he	
asks	who	sent	the	officials,	he	is	told	
they	work	for	“the	Chairman.”	The	
movie climaxes with the politician 
and	the	woman	on	a	building	top,	sur-
rounded	by	officials	and	facing	immi-
nent	resetting	of	their	memories.	At	
the	last	minute,	the	Chairman	sends	a	
revised	Plan,	and	the	officials	permit	
the	couple	to	be	together.		

The Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam shows 
that	there	is	much	more	to	God’s	
domain than this one planet, and 
that	He	is	therefore	much	more	than	
merely	earth’s	“Chairman.”	The	Fifth	
Canto	describes	how	our	universe	
comprises	fourteen	planetary	systems,	
each	made	up	of	numerous	regions	
that	are	home	to	diverse	living	beings.	

And	this	“universe”	is	merely	
one	among	countless	millions	
of similar – or even larger – 
cosmic	eggs.	Thus,	even	God’s	
secular	kingdom	extends	far	
beyond	what	most	people	can	
fathom.	But	altogether	beyond	
the created world lies the spir-
itual	world.	In	the	Bhagavad-
gītā (8.20–21)	Kṛṣṇa	describes	

that world – which is “eternal and 
transcendental to this manifested and 
unmanifested	matter”	–	as	His	supreme	
abode.	Leaving	the	governance	of	the	
myriad	mundane	universes	to	His	var-
ious	alter	egos,	it	is	there	that	Kṛṣṇa,	
the	primeval	Lord,	spends	His	leisure	
time.	(Indeed,	far	from	exalting	earth	
as the center of existence, the Śrīmad-
Bhāgavatam presents the entire mate-
rial	creation	as	merely	Kṛṣṇa’s	dream.)	

On	each	of	the	infinite	spiritual	 
planets,	or	Vaikuṇṭhas,	Kṛṣṇa	as	Nār- 
āyaṇa	takes	a	unique	form	and	engages	 
in loving exchanges with entities spe-
cifically	attracted	to	that	form.	On	the	 
chief	planet,	Goloka	Vṛndāvana,	Kṛṣṇa	 
lives in His original form with His 
most	intimate	devotees,	basking	eter- 
nally	in	their	love	and	affection.	In	
Goloka	Vṛndāvana,	lakes	filled	with	
ambrosial	water	lap	shores	made	of	
gems,	the	trees	produce	whatever	one	
may	desire,	walking	is	dance,	speech	
is	song,	and	Kṛṣṇa	exhibits	His	primary	

nature.	Rather	than	occupying	Him-
self	with	the	operation	of	our	home	
world,	He	prefers	to	remain	en- 
thralled	by	loving	relationships	in	
His	own	home	world.	Hence,	the	God	
most	people	think	of	is	a	“Chairman,”	
utterly	engrossed	in	managing	our	
mortal	realm,	but	Kṛṣṇa	has	better	
things	to	do	.	.	.	and	a	more	sublime	 
place	in	which	to	do	them.	

God’s Role	

Among	the	most	pernicious	of	the	com- 
mon misconceptions of God is that 
His	main	business	is	to	satisfy	our	
longings	for	things	in	this	world.	By	
and	large,	the	Bible	casts	God	in	the	 
role	of	father.	And	so,	just	as	we	look	 
to	our	biological	father	to	maintain	us	 
and	acquire	goods	for	our	enjoyment,	 
we	tend	to	turn	to	our	heavenly	fa- 
ther	only	to	request	the	fulfillment	 
of	our	material	desires.	At	its	worst,	
what	Santa	Claus	is	to	American	chil- 
dren	at	Christmastime,	God	becomes	
to	their	parents	year-round:	a	benev-
olent	and	bearded	elderly	fellow	
who’s	expected	to	process	their	shop- 
ping	lists	and	then	promptly	make	
his	way	back	up	North.	

God	in	modern	films	has	very	much	
the	same	role.	In	the	2003	comedy 
Bruce Almighty, a television news  
reporter	who	has	just	been	fired	com- 
plains	that	God	has	let	him	down.	
Apparently	indignant	at	the	accu-
sation of incompetence, God visits 
Bruce,	gives	him	divine	powers,	and	
asks	him	to	see	if	he	can	do	a	better	 
job	than	God.	After	Bruce	spends	
some	time	selfishly	abusing	his	pow-
ers,	God	returns	and	scolds	him	for	
ignoring	the	“voices	in	his	head,”	
which	are	all	actually	the	prayers	of	
humankind	(or,	at	least,	of	those	in	
the	Buffalo,	New	York	area).	Bruce	
responds	by	setting	up	a	computer-
ized	e-mail	system	to	receive	and	
respond	to	the	prayers,	but	he	is	
quickly	overwhelmed.	Frustrated,	he	 
sets	the	system	to	automatically	grant	 
all	prayers.	Predictably,	chaos	ensues,	 
and	Bruce	eventually	asks	God	to	
take	back	His	powers,	having	by	then	 
appreciated	the	challenges	God	faces.		

Kṛṣṇa,	in	contrast,	is	not	the	chief	 
order-supplier,	but	rather	the	supreme	 
enjoyer.	In	His	feature	as	Paramātmā,	
the	Supersoul	residing	in	the	heart	of	
every living entity, He does sanction 
the	pain	and	pleasure	we	receive.	But	
in	His	original	feature	as	Bhagavān,	
He	concentrates	on	sporting	amuse-
ment with His eternal friends and 
relatives	in	the	spiritual	world,	as	de- 
scribed	above.	When	He	does	venture	
into	the	material	world,	it	is	likewise	 
in	pursuit	of	pleasure,	as	the	dalliances	 
of	His	various	incarnations	demon-
strate.	When	He	wants	to	enjoy	a	
good	fight,	He	comes	as	Narasiṁha	
(half	man,	half	lion).	When	He	wants	 
to	enjoy	a	good	back	scratch,	He	
comes	as	Kūrma	(a	tortoise).	When	
He	wants	to	enjoy	playing	in	the	mud,	
He	comes	as	Varāha	(a	boar).	And	
when	He	wants	to	pull	a	practical	
joke	on	His	devotees	(and	show	off	
a	bit	at	the	same	time),	He	comes	as	 
Matsya	(a	fish)	or	Vāmana	(a	dwarf).	

One	should	not	think,	however,	 
that	Kṛṣṇa	enjoys	in	place	of,	or	at	
the cost of, the happiness of other 
living	entities.	(Indeed,	in	one	verse	 

in the Bhagavad-gītā	[5.29]	He	de- 
clares	Himself	both	the	ultimate	
enjoyer	and	everyone’s	best	friend.)	
On	the	contrary,	His	enjoyment	is	
necessary	for	the	genuine	happiness	 
of	others.	Kṛṣṇa	is	the	Supreme	
Whole,	so	there	can	be	nothing	truly	
separate	from	Him.	(Īśopaniṣad, 
Invocation)	Consequently,	whatever	 
there	may	be,	no	matter	how	appar-
ently	independent,	is	in	truth	con-
nected to Him in a dependent – and  
therefore	subordinate	–	relationship.	 
(Caitanya-caritāmṛta, Ādi	5.142)	
That is to say, the circle of existence  
can have only one center, and every-
thing	else	must	revolve	around	it.	
Thus	situated,	all	other	living	entities	 
are	secondary	enjoyers,	with	Kṛṣṇa	
the	only	direct	enjoyer.	Śrīmad-
Bhāgavatam	(4.31.14)	analogizes	 
to how food given to the stomach 
nourishes	the	entire	body,	or	how	
water	given	to	the	root	nourishes	 
the	entire	tree.	Śrīla	Prabhupāda	sim-
ilarly explained that when one places 
ornaments	on	a	person	standing	be- 
fore	a	mirror,	that	person’s	reflection	
also	becomes	decorated.	

The Kingdom of God exists in the back-
ground of most people’s consciousness as 
a sort of perpetual retirement community.
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When	we	accept	this	reality	and	
“orbit”	the	Lord	in	conformity	with	
our	intrinsic	nature,	we	are	properly	
situated	and	feel	naturally	happy.	But	
when	we	ignore	our	dependent	con-
dition,	and	act	in	defiance	of	Kṛṣṇa’s	
position,	we	find	ourselves	in	artificial	
misery.	Having	voluntarily	discon-
nected	ourselves	from	the	only	source	
of	true	pleasure,	we	doom	ourselves	
to	partake	of	only	its	pale	reflection,	
sense	indulgence,	which	is	tempo-
rary	and	inevitably	leads	to	greater	
suffering.	(Gītā	5.22)	The	great	saint	
Nārada	Muni	therefore	recommends	
that	we	take	up	the	process	of	bhakti-
yoga	and	engage	our	senses	in	the	
service	of	their	Lord.	(Caitanya-
caritāmṛta, Madhya	19.170)	For	the	 
same	reasons,	Kṛṣṇa,	rather	than	
wasting	His	time	trying	to	grant	our	
evanescent and whimsical material 
desires,	much	prefers	to	reawaken	 
our	spirit	of	loving	service	to	His	
lotuslike	feet.	(Caitanya-caritāmṛta, 
Madhya	22.39)

As	we	can	see,	Śrī	Kṛṣṇa,	as	He	 
is	described	in	the	Vedic	literature,	 
is	nothing	like	the	God	most	peo-
ple	think	of.	From	the	Bible	to	con-
temporary movies, God is portrayed 
as	an	abstract	entity	whose	job	is	to	
run	this	world	and	keep	its	inhabitants	
happy	in	the	here	and	now.	But	Kṛṣṇa	
is	a	charming	young	boy	who	frolics	
in	His	own	pastoral	paradise.	And	He	
invites	those	disaffected	by	common	
notions	of	the	divinity	and	frustrated	
with	the	vain	quest	for	worldly	hap-
piness to forget religion, forgo their 
worldly	ambitions,	and	simply	divert	
their	energy	and	attention	to	Him.	
In	return,	He	promises	to	bring	us	
back	to	Godhead,	back	to	where	we	
belong,	to	rejoin	His	loving	circle	and	
experience	a	joy	beyond	all	bounds.	
(Gītā 18.65–66,	9.2,	5.21)

Navīna Śyāma Dāsa is a disciple of 
His Holiness Bhakti Cāru Swami. 
His family lives in ISKCON’s Rādhā-
Kālachandjī community in Dallas, 
where he is a trial attorney with the 
United States Department of Labor 
and where his elder daughter attends 
TKG Academy.

OVER	THE	YEARS my idea of vic-
tory	has	changed	somewhat.	In	my	
younger	days,	filled	with	the	naive	
certainty	of	youth,	I	saw	myself	
conquering	the	world,	acquiring	 
vast riches, fame, and all that sort 
of	thing.	That	ambition	has	been	
rather	tempered	by	reality,	as	it	
tends	to	be,	but	thankfully	I	no	
longer	see	world	conquest	as	even	
a	desirable	victory.

How	we	see	success	depends	
of	course	on	our	values,	and	as	a	
young	man	material	achievements	
were	high	up	on	my	list.	This	tends	
to	be	the	paradigm	instilled	in	us	
by	modern	living	–	earn	more,	
have	more,	and	find	more	happi-
ness.	Over	the	years,	though,	I’ve	
come	to	understand	that	having	
more things in this world –whether 
possessions,	fame,	or	fortune	–	 
will	never	make	me	happy.	Most	
people	still	think	that	having	more	
things	will	make	them	happy,	and	
our	consumer	society	is	built	on	
that	illusion.	If	we	were	satisfied	
with the phone or car or clothes  
or whatever it is we own, then 
many	industries	would	pretty	quick- 
ly	dry	up	and	die.	But	thankfully	
for	them,	most	of	us	are	not	so	 

by	Kṛṣṇa	Dharma	Dāsa

easily	contented.	In	the	universal	 
search	for	that	bit	more	happiness,	 
society appears to crave the  
latest,	newest,	and	better	model	
of	everything,	and	business	is	
booming.

But	as	I	grow	older,	I’m	begin-
ning	to	question	whether	that	 
makes	me	happy.	Lao	Tzu,	a	great	
Chinese philosopher, said, “He  
has	the	most	who	wants	the	least.”	 
In other words, he is saying that 
what we really want is contentment 
and	peace	of	mind.	We’re	hoping	
that	our	acquisitions	will	somehow	 
satisfy	us	and	make	us	happy,	but	 
it	never	seems	to	happen.	For	this	 
reason the Bhagavad-gītā says  
that	only	one	who	subdues	the	ever- 
demanding	senses	can	be	peaceful,	
not one who strives always to sat-
isfy	them.	It	goes	on	to	say	that	one	
whose	mind	is	not	controlled	won’t	
be	happy	even	owning	the	entire	
earth	and	all	its	wealth.	

With	the	Bhagavad-gītā’s guid-
ance, I now see victory as con-
quering	my	own	material	wants	by	
turning	them	away	from	the	things	
of this world and toward the spirit 
within.	That	to	me	would	be	the	
greatest	possible	victory.

What Is Victory?

BBC Meditation

•

The author has been a regular British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) contributor since 1998. BBC Radio 2, where these meditations 

are aired, attracts from one million to eight million listeners,  
depending on the time of day. Thoughts from different contributors  
on topics assigned by the BBC are aired three or four times a day. 

This is the third in a series of eight meditations.

Astrology is a tool that can help us 
materially and spiritually, provided 

we know how to use it.

WHAT 
IS ASTROLOGY 

ALL ABOUT?

BOOK EXCERPT

by	Śrī	Rādhā	Govinda	Dāsī

VEDIC	ASTROLOGY	(known	in	Sanskrit	 
as Jyotish)	is	an	ancient	Indian	science	 
of	karmic	analysis	to	change	ourselves	 

for	the	better.	The	aim	is	to	get	in	touch	with	
all	the	natural	and	sublime	qualities	of	the	soul,  

regardless	of	our	present	conditioning,	and	
reestablish	our	relationship	with	God.	Some	
people	think	that	Vedic	astrology	is	some	sort	
of	fortune	telling	–	predicting	an	unchange-
able	future.	Others	take	astrology	as	some	
form	of	black	magic	–	a	tool	to	get	what	they	
want.	Others	take	it	simply	as	a	technique	for	
describing	different	personality	types.	Actu-
ally Vedic astrology is transformational in 
nature,	concerned	with	aiding	the	process	of	

Adapted from How	to	Mess	Up	Your	Life	with	As-
trology, available at www.smashwords.com. For this 
excerpt, we’ve retained the book’s style for dealing 
with Sanskrit words.
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but	in	this	way	they	may	neglect	
the most important aspect of Vedic 
astrology,	teaching	us	to	align	our	
behavior	with	the	will	of	God.	

Let’s	ask	ourselves	some	key	
questions:	When	an	astrologer	looks	
at	a	client’s	chart	and	speaks	about	
the	future	and	what	will	happen,	
does	this	really	help	the	client?	Is	it	
really	useful	and	productive	if,	say,	
the client hears that her son will die 
from	an	accident	in	a	few	years?	
Doesn’t	this	simply	create	a	sense	
of	fear,	of	morbid	expectation	and	
pervasive	sadness?	And	often	such	
foreseen	events	don’t	even	happen	–	
because	the	calculations	were	faulty.	
I	know	of	a	case	in	which	someone’s	
son	was	“destined”	to	die	at	seven-

teen	of	an	accident;	but	the	son	is	
now	thirty-five	–	and	the	accident	
never	occurred.	

I	also	observed	that	when	people	 
consult	an	astrologer	before	mar-
riage,	they	rarely	take	the	astrolo-
ger’s	words	seriously	when	they	
hear,	“This	is	not	a	good	match.	It	
may	not	work.”	But	when	the	same	
people	decide	to	break	up	the	mar-
riage,	they	then	take	shelter	in	as- 
trology,	running	here	and	there	until	
they	find	an	astrologer	who	will	con-
firm	and	justify	the	decision.	In	this	
way	they	feel	free	from	responsibil-
ities,	“Well,	the	astrologer	told	me	
to	do	it	.	.	.”	Besides	the	fault	of	the	
astrologer,	sometimes	it’s	also	the	
client	that’s	too	easily	influenced	–	
or	willfully	puts	words	in	the	mouth	
of	the	astrologer.	

Śrī Rādhā Govinda Dāsī studied as- 
trology in India, counseling in France  
and Germany, and reiki mastership 
in Brazil. She holds a Bhakti-śāstri 
degree and a diploma in mediation.

growth, of overcoming limitations 
and	of	evolving	in	consciousness.

Life	is	full	of	miseries.	As	Krishna 
says in the Bhagavad-gita, this world 
is	a	place	of	suffering,	where	every-
thing	is	temporary.	Therefore	there	
will	always	be	some	distress	indi-
cated	in	our	astrological	charts.	
These	miseries	are	meant	to	wake	us	
up	to	the	reality	that	we	cannot	be	 
permanently	happy	in	this	world.	
Therefore	in	all	genuine	traditions	
of	knowledge	there	are	illuminated	
teachers	that	tell	us	not	to	put	all	our	 
hopes	in	the	mundane	sphere	but	aim  
for	something	higher.	As	Jesus	Christ 
said:	“Do	not	store	up	for	yourselves	
treasures	on	earth,	where	moth	and	
rust	destroy,	and	where	thieves	break	
in	and	steal;	but	store	up	for	your-
selves	treasures	in	heaven.”	This	
heavenly dimension, this realm of  
pure	bliss,	can	be	found	also	in	our	 
hearts.	And	the	best	utilization	of	 
Vedic astrology is to help discover  
this	treasure-trove	of	inner	happiness. 

Astrology and Karma	

Vedic	astrology	should	be	based	
on	the	understanding	of	the	law	of	
karma,	of	how	every	action	has	a	
reaction	that	binds	us.	It’s	a	great	
behavioral	and	psychological	sci-
ence,	known	to	but	a	few	and	often	

misunderstood.	Most	do	not	grasp	
the	truth	that	life	is	difficult.	They	
keep	on	complaining	about	their	re- 
sponsibilities	as	if	life	should	be	easy.  
They	always	ask,	“Why	me?”	They	
go	on	moaning	and	mourning	that	
their	difficulties	are	unfair	and	should  
somehow	disappear.	Whatever	un- 
pleasant happens to them, to their 
family or to their nation, they con-
sider	it	unwarranted,	unjustified	and	 
unfair.	According	to	Vedic	cosmic	
chronology	we	are	living	in	Kali-yuga,  
the	age	of	quarrel	and	hypocrisy,	and	
the general trend is to perform activ-
ities	that	generate	more	confusion	
and	misery.	Thus	their	attempts	at	
removing	pain	only	end	up	creating	
more	complex	problems	and	heavier	
karma.	

But	before	delving	into	Vedic	as- 
trology – or any form of astrology 
–	we	need	to	address	a	few	crucial	
questions;	otherwise	we	might	be	
studying	a	leaf	with	no	idea	of	what	
a	tree	is.	Why	does	astrology	work?	
What	is	karma	and,	more	importantly,  
what	is	its	purpose?	Why	does	karma  
exist	in	the	first	place?	What	is	“des-
tiny”?	Is	it	something	unchangeable?	
And	what	is	freewill?	How	do	free-
will	and	destiny	coexist?	What	is	the	
role	of	celestial	bodies	–	stars,	plan-
ets,	etc.	–	in	the	bigger	picture?	Are	
their	influences	inescapable?	

Actually	you	have	freewill,	the	
power	to	make	personal	choices.	If	 
you	didn’t,	you	could	not	be	held	
accountable	for	your	actions.	When	
your	astrological	chart	foretells	a	cer- 
tain	“destiny,”	it	displays	the	results	
of	your	own	free	choices.	Under-
standing	this	concept	is	essential.	
Freewill and fate – choice and des-
tiny	–	have	a	relationship	of	cause	
and	effect;	they	are	two	points	of	
the	same	continuum,	two	faces	of	
the	same	coin.	The	whole	“system”	
is	what	is	known	as	karma.	Karma	
includes	the	ability	to	make	personal	
choices	and	the	consequences	of	
those	choices.	

Who	is	holding	us	responsible?	
Ultimately	it’s	the	Supreme	Con-
troller,	who	established	the	laws	
of	behavior	and	who	manages	this	
world	through	His	appointed	univer-
sal	agents.	Such	administrative	cos-
mic	leaders	include	those	who	rule	
stars	and	planets	–	powerful	psycho-
somatic	influences	on	human	beings.	
That single divine personality, God, 
who	witnesses	all	our	actions,	is	the	
one who created the arrangement 
of	rewards	and	punishments.	It	is	
He	who	established	the	laws,	who	
enunciated	the	correct	parameters	of	
behavior,	and	who	arranges	for	the	
whole	universal	administration	that	
enforces	those	laws.	

There	is	a	subtle	educational	pro-
cess	in	play;	its	culmination	is	the	
realization	of	love.	But	to	achieve	
this	lofty	goal	we	have	to	be	warned	
that	acting	as	a	slave	to	lust,	anger	
and	greed	is	not	favorable	to	our	well- 
being.	We	have	lost	our	rudder	and	
need	direction.	Part	of	that	direction	
is	the	bestowal	of	rewards	for	mer-
itorious	acts	and	the	imposition	of	
punishment	for	self-destructive	ones.	
We	conditioned	souls	have	lost	our	
identity	and	now	think	ourselves	
to	be	a	physical	body	of	flesh	and	
bones.	We	are	torn	between	heaven	
and	earth,	between	the	lower,	animal	
instincts	and	the	most	sublime	and	
generous	sentiments.	

Our	desire	to	enjoy	in	this	world	
is	a	perverted	reflection	of	our	deep-
est	desire	to	love.	The	universe	is	

telling	us	–	through	the	workings	of	 
karma	–	that	we	are	not	well	situated;  
that there is something that needs 
some radical change, starting with  
our	idea	of	who	we	are	and	what	
will	make	us	happy.	We	are	similar	 
to	a	teenager	who	doesn’t	know	
where	he	truly	belongs.	Father	God	
and	Mother	Nature	help	us	to	grow	
up	and	find	our	true	place	in	Exis-
tence.	We	constantly	receive	remind-
ers	that	this	is	not	our	real	home	and	
that	our	desires	need	reorientation.	

Karma	allows	you	to	create	your	
own	future,	but	it	also	gradually	
encourages	you	to	evolve.	How	does	
karma	do	that?	By	rewarding	your	 
more	selfless	deeds,	and	punish-
ing	the	more	selfish	ones.	Can	you	
change	your	fate?	This	might	be	
an	odd	question:	Who	else	but	
you	yourself	has	created	your	
fate	in	the	first	place?	Plan- 
etary	astrological	influences	
don’t	create	your	fate;	they	
simply enforce and manifest 
it.	Although	their	power	may	
appear	insurmountable,	planets	 
impel	rather	than	compel.	By	
using	your	freewill	you	shape	your	
future.	Some	aspects	of	the	destiny	 
you	have	created	might	not	be	
changed,	but	how	you	react	to	what	
comes	your	way	will	determine	
your	growth.	The	more	you	react	to	
your	circumstances	in	enlightened,	
God-conscious	ways,	the	more	your	
future	will	be	bright	and	auspicious.	

Previous Lives and 
Present Situations	

You	might	look	at	your	astrological	
chart and wonder: “How did I end 
up	with	the	planets	in	this	particular	
position?”	It’s	because	you	designed	
it.	Once	you	understand	this	fact,	
it	becomes	easier	to	transform	and	
upgrade	your	existence.	Astrology	is	
not	just	about	this	body.	The	features	
of	your	body	–	its	looks,	its	place	of	
birth,	its	father	and	mother	–	have	
roots	beyond	and	before	this	life-
time;	we	are	talking	about	reincarna-
tion.	To	understand	reincarnation	we	
first	of	all	need	to	understand	that	

we	are	not	this	body;	we	are	tran-
scendental	selves,	souls,	who	inhabit	
the	psychophysical	structure.	For	the	 
soul	the	changing	of	bodies	is	like	
the	changing	of	clothes.	And	the	
main	reason	behind	a	particular	birth	
is	the	mentality	accumulated	in	pre-
vious	existences.	To	become	free	
of	the	bondage	of	birth	and	death,	
we	have	to	work	on	our	minds,	on	
the	contents	of	our	consciousness.	
But	we	cannot	get	free	from	the	
clutches	of	death	without	the	help	
of	the	saintly	persons.	Therefore	the	
Vedas	teach	us	that	one	must	accept	
a	spiritual	master,	a	guru,	by	sur-
rendering to him, serving him and 
enquiring	from	him	about	the	devo-
tional	science.	The	Vedic	astrologer	

should	act	as	an	assistant	to	the	spir-
itual	teachers,	helping	his	clients	to	
align with the higher harmony of the 
universe.	

Watch Out Who You Ask 
For a Reading . . .	

Unless the astrologer is also enlight-
ened,	his	knowledge	might	turn	dan-
gerous	and	affect	the	growth	of	his	
clients.	Some	astrologers	appear	
simply eager to impress or to please 
their	clients.	If	they	are	greedy	and	
unqualified,	instead	of	being	repre- 
sentatives	of	universal	wisdom	they 
end	up	as	hired	word-jugglers	and	
amulet	marketers.	If	they	don’t	in-
tend	to	help	their	clients	to	walk	on	 
the	path	of	righteousness,	these	as- 
trologers	should	rather	choose	a	
more honest profession than play 
around	with	other	people’s	karma.	It	
might	be	tempting	for	astrologers	 
to try to set themselves apart, pre-
senting themselves as possessing the  
mystical	skill	of	predicting	the	future;  

To become free of the bondage of birth  
and death, we have to work on our minds, 
on the contents of our consciousness.

This	course,	taught	by	Cārucandra	Dāsa	under	the	auspices	
of	ISKCON	Baltimore,	is	being	presented	online	via	video	
teleconferencing.	It	consists	of	six	modules,	each	covering	
one	of	Śrīla	Jīva	Gosvāmī’s	Six Sandarbhas.	Each	module	 
is	twenty-four	weekly	classes.	Module	1,	on	Śrī Tattva- 
sandarbha,	began	in	January	and	will	be	completed	in	
June.	The	next	module,	on	Śrī Bhāgavat-sandarbha, begins	
in	July.	Bhāgavat-sandarbha is	a	treatise	on	the	Absolute	
Truth,	realized	in	three	aspects:	Brahman,	Paramātmā,	and	
Bhagavān	–	the	complete	realization	of	Lord	Śrī	Kṛṣṇa,	
including	His	qualities,	abode,	and	eternal	associates.
THE INSTRUCTOR:	Cārucandra	Dāsa	(Chandrakant	P.	
Giri,	PhD)	is	a	disciple	of	His	Holiness	Gopāla	Kṛṣṇa	Gos-
wami	and	a	graduate	of	the	Teacher	Training	Course	taught	
by	the	Vrindavan	Institute	for	Higher	Education	(VIHE).	
He	has	been	teaching	“Thematic	Essence”	courses	on	Śrīla	
Prabhupāda’s	books	for	the	past	twelve	years.
REGISTRATION: For detailed information and to register 
for the Bhāgavat-sandarbha course,	go	to	www.tinyurl.com/ 
6sandarbha	or	bhaktishastra.com.

The Thematic Essence 
Of	the	Six	Sandarbhas

F R E E  O N L I N E  C O U R S E
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O NLY	FOUR	people	came	to	see	Śrīla	Prabhupāda	
off	on	his	maiden	voyage	to	America.	But	fifty	
years	later,	on	August	13–16	last	year,	ISKCON	

Kolkata	staged	the	Golden	Jubilee	of	the	Jaladuta	Yatra,*	
and	followers	of	Śrīla	Prabhupāda	from	more	than	125	
countries	attended.	The	event	took	place	in	Netaji	Indoor	
Stadium	(seating	15,000),	from	whose	ceiling	hung	the	flag	
of	each	nation	represented.	The	huge	stage	was	designed	to	
look	like	the	Jaladuta, with its portholes, railings, and sails, 

On the morning of 13 August 
1965, at the Khidirpur dock 

in Kolkata, Śrīla Prabhupāda 
boarded the cargo ship Jaladuta 
to embark on a long and difficult 

voyage across the Indian and 
Atlantic oceans. 

by	Rādhāramaṇa	Dāsa

*Here	Yatra	(or,	with	diacritics	in	place,	yātrā)	means	“journey.”

and	even	the	water	of	the	sea	was	depicted	in	flashing	
blue	lights.

The festivities were split into morning and evening 
sessions – the morning for ISKCON devotees, and the 
evening	for	the	people	of	Kolkata.	Early	in	the	morning,	
a	hundred	buses	began	transporting	attendees.	The	stadium	 
was	stuffed	with	an	audience	of	devotees	and	friends	from	
India	and	abroad.	Three	thousand	people	more	than	the	
stadium’s	capacity	attended,	packing	the	stairwells	and	
walkways.	

The	first	day	began	with	talks	by	ISKCON	leaders	in	
praise	of	Śrīla	Prabhupāda.	Śrīla	Prabhupāda’s	son	Vrin-
davana	Chandra	De,	the	only	surviving	person	who	was	

Celebrating 
Prabhupada’s 

HISTORIC 
JOURNEY

Illustration	by	Rāmadāsa	Abhirāma	Dāsa	and	Dhṛtī	Devī	Dāsī

The 125 flags hanging from the ceiling of Kolkata’s 
Netaji Stadium represent the home countries of 

followers of Śrīla Prabhupāda attending the Golden 
Jubilee of the Jaladuta Yatra. Above left, Śrīla 

Prabhupāda boards the Jaladuta in August 1965.
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present	at	Prabhupāda’s	departure,	
recalled seeing his father off with a 
jar	of	coconut	sweets	from	his	sister	
(Prabhupāda’s	daughter)	Bhakti-lata.	
Prabhupāda	asked	his	son	to	give	his	
best	wishes	to	his	family	and	to	re- 
quest	them	to	pray	for	his	safe	jour-
ney.	Then,	as	the	bell	sounded	the	
ship’s	departure,	Vrindavan	Chandra	
shed tears and prostrated himself in 
obeisance	before	his	father.

The	morning	program	included	
bhajanas, kīrtanas,	and	a	tribute	 
song	for	Śrīla	Prabhupāda	by	the	
young	women	of	the	Sri	Mayapur	 
International	School.	India’s	Got	
Talent	winners	Prince	Dance	Group	 
presented	a	drama	of	Śrīla	Prabhu- 
pāda’s	life,	from	his	childhood	to	his	
Jaladuta	journey.

The evening session drew so many  
local	people	eager	to	honor	Śrīla	
Prabhupāda	that	thousands	had	to	be	
turned	away	from	the	gate.

Shri Keshari Nath Tripathi, Gov-
ernor	of	West	Bengal,	praised	Śrīla	
Prabhupāda.	Prominent	politician	

Kiran	Bedi	spoke	with	heartfelt	en- 
thusiasm.	She	tweeted	from	the	
event	to	her	5.1	million	Twitter	fol-
lowers:	“Very	sacred	day	in	Kolkata 
–	ISKCON	celebrating	50	yrs	of	
Prabhupada’s	journey.”	She	called	
the event one of “energy, together-
ness	and	devotion.”	She	sent	sev-
eral tweets, and at the end of the 
program	danced	with	devotees.	She	
was	overwhelmed	by	the	presence	
of	devotees	from	over	125	countries	
and	gave	a	very	inspiring	talk.	

U.S.	Congresswomen	Tulsi	Gab- 
bard,	a	granddisciple	of	Śrīla	Prabhu- 
pāda,	sent	a	video	message,	in	which	
she said in part, “If not for the com-
passion	of	His	Divine	Grace	A.	C.	
Bhaktivedanta	Swami	Prabhupāda,	
I	never	would	have	achieved	this	
supreme	treasure	of	Kṛṣṇa’s	holy	
names.	.	.	.	Those	of	us	who	are	the	
spiritual	children	and	grandchildren	
of	His	Divine	Grace	A.	C.	Bhakti- 
vedanta	Swami	Prabhupāda	would	
all	be	lost	orphans	were	it	not	for	his	
compassion	and	mercy.”	

Guinness World Records	

Meanwhile,	at	an	adjacent	stadium,	
devotees	from	106	countries	broke	
the	Guinness	world	record	for	“Most	
Nationalities	in	a	Yoga	Lesson.”	
Devotees	performed	yoga	postures	
such	as	padmāsana	(lotus	position)	
while	chanting	Śrīla	Prabhupāda’s	
praṇāma-mantra	and	the	Hare	Kṛṣna	
mantra.	The	previous	record	holder,	
with	84	nationalities,	was	India’s	
Ministry	of	AAYUSH	[Health].	The	
Honorable	Prime	Minister	of	India	
Shri Narendra Damodardas Modi, 
who attended that event, sent a mes-
sage	to	the	organizers	of	the	ISKCON	
event,	offering	his	best	wishes.	

Devotees	also	made	another	Guin- 
ness record: “Most Nationalities in a 
Choir.”	For	this	feat,	devotees	from	
105	countries	sang	the	Bengali	song	
Śrī Guru Caraṇa Padma in praise of 
Śrīla	Prabhupāda.	

Later in the evening a specially 
commissioned	sculpture,	designed	
by	Russian	devotee	Madana	Mohana	

Dāsa	and	made	by	Ukrainian	artist	
Volodymyr	Zhuravel,	was	unveiled.	
The	beautifully	detailed	bronze	
piece	consists	of	two	parts.	One,	
depicting	Śrīla	Prabhupāda	board-
ing the Jaladuta	in	Kolkata,	is	now	
at	the	ISKCON	Kol-
kata	temple.	The	other,	
showing	Prabhupāda	
alighting from the 
ship	in	Boston,	will	be	
installed	in	a	public	
park	near	Boston	 
harbor.	

“Mr.	Volodymyr	
took	two	months’	leave	 
from	his	regular	work,”	 
said Madana Mohana 
Dāsa,	“and	refused	
other orders so that he 
could	devote	himself	
to	completing	Śrīla	
Prabhupāda’s	sculpture	
in	time	for	this	event.	
He	worked	at	least	
eighteen	hours	a	day	
on	this	project.”

The large  
stage is turned 
into a ship 
for the event 
(far left). At 
left, a two-
part sculpture 
depicts 
Prabhupāda 
leaving India 
and arriving 
in America. 
Below, India’s 
Got Talent 
winners Prince 
Dance Group 
portrays 
Prabhupāda’s 
dream about 
Kṛṣṇa while  
at sea.
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afford	the	trip	to	India.	We	devotees	
at	ISKCON	Kolkata	realized	that	
Śrīla	Prabhupāda	personally	invited	
these	sincere	souls	to	his	birth	city	
on	this	historic	event.	And	it	seemed	
that	Lord	Kṛṣṇa	Himself	took	charge	
of	the	Golden	Jubilee	of	the	Jaladuta	
Yatra	and	made	it	successful	to	honor	 
His	pure	devotee	His	Divine	Grace	 
A.	C	Bhaktivedanta	Swami	Prabhu-
pāda.	Śrīla	Prabhupāda	kī jaya!  

Rādhāramaṇa Dāsa is the general 
manager and spokesperson for ISK-
CON Kolkata and ISKCON’s liaison 
with the Government of India. He 
encountered ISKCON while studying 
in Russia in 1993. After completing 
his Master of Technology degree in 
mechanical engineering, he worked 
with one of the world’s largest air-
lines before resigning.

When	the	sculpture	arrived	in	
India	from	Kiev,	there	were	huge	
problems	at	customs	just	one	day	
before	the	festival.	But	the	sculpture	
somehow	arrived	at	the	stadium	on	
the	morning	of	August	13	and	was	
unveiled	by	Honorable	Governor	
of	West	Bengal	Shri	Keshari	Nath	
Tripathi	and	Smt.	Kiran	Bedi.	

Śrīla	Prabhupāda’s	disciple	Amba- 
rīṣa	Dāsa	(Alfred	Brush	Ford)	noted	
in	his	talk	at	the	unveiling,	“We	in	
America	were	most	blessed	to	be	the	
first	place	where	Śrīla	Prabhupāda	
disembarked.”	Ambarīṣa	is	helping	
build	the	world’s	largest	temple,	in	
Sridham	Mayapur,	West	Bengal.	

Other	highlights	of	the	evening	in- 
cluded	a	joyful	performance	of	Jaya- 
patāka	Swami’s	song	“Jadi Prabhu-
pāda Na Hoito”	by	Ekalavya	Dāsa	 

the	pleasure	of	Lord	Jagannātha,	fa- 
mous	Odishi	dancer	Dona	Ganguly,	
wife	of	legendary	cricketer	Shri	
Sourav	Ganguly,	performed	a	dance	
with	her	daughter	and	troupe.	

Spiritual Tour of Kolkata	

On	August	14,	hundreds	of	devotees	 
were	taken	on	a	bus	tour	of	key	
places	in	Śrīla	Prabhupāda’s	life.	The	 
stops	on	the	tour	included	1	Ulta-
danga	Junction	Road,	where	Prabhu-
pāda	met	his	spiritual	master	for	the	 
first	time;	the	Rādhā-Govindajī	Man- 
dir	at	Bara	Bazaar,	where	Śrīla	
Prabhupāda	held	his	own	Rathayātrā	
at	five	years	old;	the	house	at	151	
Mahatma	Gandhi	Road,	where	he	
grew	up;	and	the	place	on	Tolly-
gunge	Road	where	he	was	born	in	 
1896.	Finally,	devotees	visited	Khi- 

dirpur	dock,	where	Śrīla	Prabhupāda	
left	for	the	U.S.	fifty	years	ago.	

On	August	15	–	Indian	Indepen-
dence	Day	–	600	devotees,	including	
representatives	from	125	countries	 
each	carrying	their	country’s	flag,	
chanted harināma-saṅkīrtana from 
ISKCON	Kolkata	to	the	Victoria	 
Memorial,	where	they	continued	
chanting	for	nearly	four	hours.

On	August	16	and	the	evenings	
of	August	14	and	15,	devotees	gath-
ered	at	ISKCON	Kolkata	for	cul-
tural	performances	and	talks	on	
Śrīla	Prabhupāda’s	life	by	his	senior	
disciples.

Devotees	from	about	fifty	coun-
tries	whose	trip	to	Kolkata	was	spon- 
sored	by	ISKCON	expressed	their	
heartfelt	gratitude.	Most	of	them	
have	been	devotees	for	over	twenty	
years	and	had	never	been	able	to	

and	a	large	group	of	young	dancers	 
and	singers,	and	a	“flash	mob”	dance	 
performance	by	650	students	from	 
Kolkata	schools	to	the	song	“Gopī-
nātha,”	which	ended	with	the	dancers	
forming	the	word	“Krsna”	with	their	 
bodies.	Prince	Dance	Group	pre- 
sented	two	dances	and	a	drama.	For	 

Six hundred devotees 
from 125 countries 

chant at Victoria 
Memorial (right) on 

India’s Independence 
Day. Below, Prime 
Minister Narendra 

Modi sends a message, 
offering his good 

wishes. At bottom, 
Kiran Bedi, a former 

director general of 
police, gives a spirited 

talk in honor of 
Śrīla Prabhupāda’s 

achievements. Bottom 
right, Keshari 

Nath Tripathi, the 
governor of West 

Bengal, praises Śrīla 
Prabhupāda.
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KING PRTHU
CHASES

MOTHER EARTH
ciently	if	everything	is	properly	arranged,	but	sometimes	
the	 earth	 can	 refuse	 to	 produce	 food	 grains	 for	 various	
reasons.	The	theory	that	there	is	a	scarcity	of	food	grains	
due	to	an	increase	of	population	is	not	a	very	sound	the-
ory.	There	are	other	causes	that	enable	the	earth	to	produce	
profusely	or	to	stop	producing.	King	Pṛthu	found	out	the	
proper	causes	and	took	the	necessary	steps	immediately.

   ‘avaepamaAnaA Dar"NAI inazAAmyaAed"AyauDaM ca tama,
   gAAE: s$atyapaA‰"vaà"ItaA ma{gAIva ma{gAyauåu"taA

          pravepamānā dharaṇī
               niśāmyodāyudhaṁ ca tam
          gauḥ saty apādravad bhītā
               mṛgīva mṛgayu-drutā

pravepamānā –	trembling;	dharaṇī	–	 the	earth;	niśāmya 
–	seeing;	udāyudham	–	having	taken	his	bow	and	arrow;	
ca	–	also;	 tam	–	the	King;	gauḥ	–	a	cow;	satī	–	becom-
ing;	apādravat	–	began	to	flee;	bhītā	–	very	much	afraid;	
mṛgī iva	–	like	a	deer;	mṛgayu	–	by	a	hunter;	drutā	–	being	
followed.

When the earth saw that King Pṛthu was taking his 
bow and arrow to kill her, she became very much afraid 
and began to tremble. She then began to flee, exactly 

CANTO	4:	CHAPTER	17

On learning that the earth is withholding her grains from 
the people, King Pṛthu decides to punish her.

Referred	to	as	“the	ripe	fruit	of	the	tree	of	Vedic	literature,” Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 
is	the	most	complete	and	authoritative	exposition	of	Vedic	knowledge.	Five	thousand	years	ago	
the	great	sage	Kṛṣṇa	Dvaipāyana	Vyāsa	composed	this	purāṇa, or history, to explain the essence 

of	spiritual	knowledge.	Here	we	present	Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam	in	serialized	form,	
with	the	original	Sanskrit	text,	transliteration,	word	meanings,	translation,	and	purports	

by	His	Divine	Grace	A.	C.	Bhaktivedanta	Swami	Prabhupāda,	
founder-ācārya	of	the	International	Society	for	Krishna	Consciousness.

BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM  

    wita vyavais$ataAe bauÜ"YaA ‘agA{h"ItazAr"As$ana:
    s$and"Dae ivaizAKaM BaUmae: ‚u(Ü"iñpaur"h"A yaTaA

         iti vyavasito buddhyā
              pragṛhīta-śarāsanaḥ
         sandadhe viśikhaṁ bhūmeḥ
              kruddhas tripura-hā yathā

iti –	thus;	vyavasitaḥ	–	having	arrived	at	the	conclusion;	
buddhyā	–	by	intelligence;	pragṛhīta	–	having	taken	up;	
śarāsanaḥ	 –	 the	 bow;	 sandadhe	 –	 fixed;	 viśikham – an 
arrow;	bhūmeḥ	–	at	the	earth;	kruddhaḥ	–	angry;	tri-pura-hā 
–	Lord	Śiva;	yathā	–	like.

Having arrived at a conclusion, the king took up his bow 
and arrow and aimed them at the earth, exactly like 
Lord Śiva, who destroys the whole world out of anger.

PURPORT:	King	Pṛthu	 found	out	 the	cause	 for	 the	scar-
city	of	food	grains.	He	could	understand	that	 it	was	not	
the	people’s	fault,	for	they	were	not	lazy	in	executing	their	
duties.	Rather,	the	earth	was	not	producing	sufficient	food	
grains.	 This	 indicates	 that	 the	 earth	 can	 produce	 suffi-
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JUNE
1 – Aparā Ekādaśī 
Fasting	from	grains	and	beans.	

2 – Appearance anniversary of 
Śrīla	Vṛndāvana	Dāsa	Ṭhākura,	
the	author	of	Śrī Caitanya-
bhāgavata,	a	biography	on	Lord	
Caitanya.

15 – Disappearance anniversary  
of	Śrīla	Baladeva	Vidyābhūṣaṇa,	
a	prominent	spiritual	master	in	 
the	Gauḍīya	Vaiṣṇava	sampra-
dāya	(disciplic	succession),	and	
the	author	of	Govinda-bhāṣya, an 
important commentary on the  
Vedānta-sūtras.	Appearance	anni- 
versary	of	Śrīmatī	Gaṅgāmātā	
Gosvāmiṇī,	a	prominent	female	
spiritual	master	in	the	Gauḍīya	
Vaiṣṇava	sampradāya.

16 – Pāṇḍava Nirjalā Ekādaśī 
Fasting	from	grains	and	beans.	

Month of Vāmana
(June	21–July	19)

21 –	Disappearance	of	Śyām- 
ānanda	Paṇḍita,	one	of	the	princi- 
pal	followers	of	the	Six	Gosvāmīs	 
of	Vrindavan.

30 – Disappearance anniversary 
of	Śrī	Śrīvāsa	Paṇḍita,	one	of	
the principal associates of Lord 
Caitanya.

JULY 
13 – Yoginī Ekādaśī 
Fasting	from	grains	and	beans.

4 – Disappearance anniversary of 
Śrīla	Gadādhara	Paṇḍita,	one	of	
the principal associates of Lord  
Caitanya.	Also,	disappearance	 
anniversary	of	Śrīla	Bhaktivinoda	 
Ṭhākura.	Fasting	till	noon,	then	
feasting.	

CALENDAR
This calendar is calculated for Mayapur, 
West Bengal, India. The dates, derived 
from a lunar calendar, may vary by  
one day for other locations. For the  
exact dates for your area, go to www. 
vaisnavacalendar.com. 

Because the Hare K®ß∫a movement  
comes in disciplic line from Caitanya 
Mahåprabhu, the calendar includes not 
only dates relevant to all followers of the 
Vedic tradition but also dates relating to 
Lord Caitanya’s associates and promi- 
nent spiritual masters in His disciplic 
succession.

Month of Madhusūdana
(April 23–May 21)

MAY
2 – Disappearance anniversary  
of	Śrīla	Vṛndāvana	Dāsa	Ṭhākura, 
author	of	Śrī Caitanya-bhāgavata,  
a	biography	on	Lord	Caitanya.

3 – Varūthinī Ekādaśī 
Fasting	from	grains	and	beans.	

6 – Appearance anniversary of 
Śrīla	Gadādhara	Paṇḍita,	one	
of	Lord	Caitanya’s	principal	
associates.

9 – Beginning	of	Candana	Yātrā,	
the festival of anointing the tem-
ple	deity	with	sandalwood	pulp	
for	twenty-one	days.

15 – Appearance anniversary of 
Śrīmatī	Sītā	Devī,	the	consort	of	
Lord	Rāmacandra.	Appearance	
anniversary	of	Śrīmatī	Jāhnavā	
Devī,	the	consort	of	Lord	Nityā- 
nanda	Prabhu.	Disappearance	
anniversary	of	Śrīla	Madhu	
Paṇḍita,	a	great	devotee	of	Lord	
Caitanya.

17 – Mohinī Ekādaśī 
Fasting	from	grains	and	beans.

18 – Rukmiṇī	Dvādaśī,	the	ap- 
pearance	anniversary	of	Śrīmatī	
Rukmiṇī	Devī,	the	consort	of	
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Lord Nṛsiṁhadeva

Lord	Kṛṣṇa	as	Dvārakādhīśa,	the	
Lord	of	Dvārakā.	

19 – Disappearance anniversary  
of	Śrīla	Jayānanda	Prabhu,	a	 
dedicated	disciple	of	Śrīla	Prabhu- 
pāda	who	helped	him	bring	 
the	Rathayātrā	festival	to	the	
Western	world.

20	–	Nṛsiṁha	Caturdaśī,	
appearance anniversary of 
Lord	Nṛsiṁhadeva,	Lord	
Kṛṣṇa’s	half-man,	half-lion	 
incarnation.	Fasting	till	
dusk,	followed	by	feasting.	

21 – Appearance anniversary of 
Śrīla	Śrīnivāsa	Ācārya,	a	fol-
lower	of	the	Six	Gosvāmīs.	
Appearance	anniversary	of	Śrīla	
Mādhavendra	Purī,	the	spiritual	
master	of	Lord	Caitanya’s	spiri-
tual	master	(Īśvara	Purī).

Month of Trivikrama
(May	22–June	20)

27 – Disappearance anniversary  
of	Śrīla	Rāmānanda	Rāya,	an	inti- 
mate	associate	of	Lord	Caitanya.
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BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

      
1) What shape did mother earth assume in   
 order to run from King Pṛthu?
2) Why can mother earth take on innumerable   
 shapes?
3) Why did mother earth feel safe in the par- 
 ticular shape she took on?
4) Where specifically did mother earth run?
5) What is the meaning of dharma jña?
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6) Which particular living entities must be 
 given all protection?
7) In what two ways did the earth appeal to the  
 king?
8) What argument did the earth make by com-  
 paring herself to a boat?

1

like a deer, which runs very swiftly when followed by 
a hunter. •Being afraid of King Pṛthu, she took the 
shape of a cow and began to run.

PURPORT: •Just	as	a	mother	produces	various	children,	
both	male	and	female,	the	womb	of	mother	earth	produces	
all	kinds	of	living	entities	in	various	shapes.	Thus	it	is	pos-
sible	for	mother	earth	to	take	on	innumerable	shapes.	At	this	
time,	in	order	to	avoid	the	wrath	of	King	Pṛthu,	she	took	
the	shape	of	a	cow.	•Since	a	cow	is	never	to	be	killed,	
mother	earth	thought	it	wise	to	take	the	shape	of	a	cow	in	
order	to	avoid	King	Pṛthu’s	arrows.	King	Pṛthu,	however,	
could	understand	this	fact,	and	therefore	he	did	not	stop	
chasing	the	cow-shaped	earth.

   taAmanvaDaAvaÔaãE"nya: ku(ipataAe'tyaç&NAeºaNA:
   zArM" DanauiSa s$anDaAya ya‡a ya‡a palaAyatae

         tām anvadhāvat tad vainyaḥ
             kupito ’tyaruṇekṣaṇaḥ
        śaraṁ dhanuṣi sandhāya
             yatra yatra palāyate

tām	–	the	cow-shaped	earth;	anvadhāvat	–	he	chased;	tat 
–	then;	vainyaḥ	–	the	son	of	King	Vena;	kupitaḥ	–	being	
very	much	angry;	ati-aruṇa –	very	red;	īkṣaṇaḥ –	his	eyes;	
śaram	–	an	arrow;	dhanuṣi	–	on	the	bow;	sandhāya – plac-
ing;	yatra yatra –	wherever;	palāyate	–	she	flees.

Seeing this, Mahārāja Pṛthu became very angry, and his 
eyes became as red as the early-morning sun. Placing 
an arrow on his bow, he chased the cow-shaped earth 
wherever she would run.

   s$aA id"zAAe ivaid"zAAe de"vaI r"Aed"s$aI caAntarM" tayaAe: 
   DaAvantaI ta‡a ta‡aEnaM d"d"zAARnaUâtaAyauDama,

       sā diśo vidiśo devī
           rodasī cāntaraṁ tayoḥ
       dhāvantī tatra tatrainaṁ
            dadarśānūdyatāyudham

sā	–	the	cow-shaped	earth;	diśaḥ	–	in	the	four	directions;	
vidiśaḥ	–	randomly	in	other	directions;	devī	–	the	goddess;	
rodasī	–	towards	heaven	and	earth;	ca	–	also;	antaram – 
between;	tayoḥ	–	them;	dhāvantī	–	fleeing;	tatra tatra – 
here	and	there;	enam	–	the	King;	dadarśa	–	she	saw;	anu 
–	behind;	udyata	–	taken	up;	āyudham	–	his	weapons.

•The cow-shaped earth ran here and there in outer 
space between the heavenly planets and the earth, and 
wherever she ran, the king chased her with his bow 
and arrows.

   laAeke( naAivand"ta ‡aANAM vaEnyaAnma{tyaAeir"va ‘ajaA:
   ‡astaA tad"A inavava{tae ô$d"yaena ivaäU"yataA
           loke nāvindata trāṇaṁ
                vainyān mṛtyor iva prajāḥ
           trastā tadā nivavṛte
                hṛdayena vidūyatā

loke –	within	the	three	worlds;	na	–	not;	avindata	–	could	
obtain;	trāṇam	–	release;	vainyāt – from the hand of the 
son	of	King	Vena;	mṛtyoḥ	–	from	death;	iva	–	like;	prajāḥ 
–	men;	 trastā	 –	 being	 very	much	 afraid;	 tadā – at that 
time;	nivavṛte	–	turned	back;	hṛdayena	–	within	her	heart;	
vidūyatā	–	very	much	aggrieved.

Just as a man cannot escape the cruel hands of death, 
the cow-shaped earth could not escape the hands of 
the son of Vena. At length the earth, fearful, her heart 
aggrieved, turned back in helplessness.

   ovaAca ca mah"ABaAgAM DamaRÁaApaªavats$ala
   ‡aAih" maAmaipa BaUtaAnaAM paAlanae'vaisTataAe BavaAna, 
        uvāca ca mahā-bhāgaṁ
             dharma-jñāpanna-vatsala
        trāhi mām api bhūtānāṁ
             pālane ’vasthito bhavān

uvāca –	she	said;	ca	–	and;	mahā-bhāgam –	unto	the	great,	
fortunate	King; dharma-jña	–	O	knower	of	the	principles	
of	religion;	āpanna-vatsala –	O	shelter	of	the	surrendered;	
trāhi	–	save;	mām	–	me;	api	–	indeed;	bhūtānām – of liv-
ing	entities;	pālane	–	in	protection;	avasthitaḥ	–	situated;	
bhavān	–	Your	Majesty.

Addressing the great, opulent King Pṛthu as the knower 
of religious principles and shelter of the surrendered, she 
said: Please save me. You are the protector of all living 
entities. Now you are situated as the king of this planet.

PURPORT: •The	cow-shaped	earth	addressed	King	Pṛthu	
as dharma jña, which	refers	to	one	who	knows	the	princi-

ples	of	religion.	•The principles of religion dictate that a 
woman, a cow, a child, a brāhmaṇa,	and	an	old	man	must	
be	given	all	protection	by	the	king	or	anyone	else.	Con-
sequently	mother	earth	took	the	shape	of	a	cow.	She	was	
also	a	woman.	Thus	she	appealed	to	the	king	as	one	who	
knows	the	principles	of	religion.	Religious	principles	also	
dictate	 that	one	 is	not	 to	be	killed	 if	he	surrenders.	She	
reminded	King	Pṛthu	that	not	only	was	he	an	incarnation	
of	God,	but	he	was	situated	as	the	king	of	the	earth	as	well.	
Therefore	his	duty	was	to	excuse	her.

   s$a tvaM ijaGaAMs$as$ae k(smaAÚ"InaAmak{(taik(ilbaSaAma,
   @h"inaSyatk(TaM yaAeSaAM DamaRÁa wita yaAe mata:
        sa tvaṁ jighāṁsase kasmād
             dīnām akṛta-kilbiṣām
        ahaniṣyat kathaṁ yoṣāṁ
             dharma-jña iti yo mataḥ

saḥ –	that	very	person;	tvam	–	you;	jighāṁsase – want to 
kill;	kasmāt	–	why;	dīnām	–	poor;	akṛta	–	without	having	
done;	kilbiṣām	–	any	sinful	activities;	ahaniṣyat	–	would	
kill;	katham	–	how;	yoṣām	–	a	woman;	dharma-jñaḥ – the 
knower	of	religious	principles;	iti	–	thus;	yaḥ	–	one	who;	
mataḥ	–	is	considered.

The cow-shaped earth continued to appeal to the king: I 
am very poor and have not committed any sinful activ-
ities. I do not know why you want to kill me. Since you 
are supposed to be the knower of all religious princi-
ples, why are you so envious of me, and why are you 
so anxious to kill a woman?

PURPORT:	The	earth	appealed	 to	 the	king	 in	 two	ways.	•A	king	who	knows	religious	principles	cannot	kill	any-
one	who	has	not	committed	sinful	activities.	Apart	from	
this,	a	woman	is	not	to	be	killed,	even	if	she	does	commit	
some	sinful	activities.	Since	the	earth	was	innocent	and	
was	also	a	woman,	the	king	should	not	kill	her.

   ‘ah"r"inta na vaE ñISau k{(taAgA:svaipa jantava:
   ik(mauta tvaiã"DaA r"Ajana, k(ç&NAA d"Inavats$alaA:
          praharanti na vai strīṣu
               kṛtāgaḥsv api jantavaḥ
          kim uta tvad-vidhā rājan
               karuṇā dīna-vatsalāḥ

praharanti –	strike;	na	–	never;	vai	–	certainly;	strīṣu – 
women;	 kṛta-āgaḥsu	 –	 having	 committed	 sinful	 activi-
ties;	api	 –	 although;	 jantavaḥ	 –	human	beings;	kim uta 
–	then	what	to	speak	of;	tvat-vidhāḥ	–	personalities	like	
you;	rājan	–	O	King;	karuṇāḥ	–	merciful; dīna-vatsalāḥ 
–	affectionate	to	the	poor.

Even if a woman does commit some sinful activity, no 
one should place his hand upon her. And what to speak 
of you, dear King, who are so merciful. You are a pro-
tector, and you are affectionate to the poor.

   maAM ivapaAq"YaAjar"AM naAvaM ya‡a ivaìM ‘aitaiï"tama,
   @AtmaAnaM ca ‘ajaAêemaA: k(TamamBais$a DaAsyais$a
        māṁ vipāṭyājarāṁ nāvaṁ
             yatra viśvaṁ pratiṣṭhitam
        ātmānaṁ ca prajāś cemāḥ
             katham ambhasi dhāsyasi

mām	–	me;	vipāṭya	–	breaking	 to	pieces;	ajarām – very 
strong;	nāvam	–	boat;	yatra	–	where;	viśvam – all worldly 
paraphernalia;	pratiṣṭhitam	–	standing;	ātmānam	–	your-
self;	ca	–	and;	prajāḥ	–	your	subjects;	ca	–	also;	imāḥ – 
all	these;	katham	–	how;	ambhasi	–	in	the	water;	dhāsyasi 
–	you	will	hold.

The cow-shaped earth continued: •My dear King, I 
am just like a strong boat, and all the paraphernalia 
of the world is standing upon me. If you break me to 
pieces, how can you protect yourself and your subjects 
from drowning?

PURPORT: Beneath the entire planetary system is the garbha 
water.	Lord	Viṣṇu	lies	on	this	garbha water, and from His 
abdomen	a	lotus	stem	grows,	and	all	the	planets	within	the	
universe	are	floating	in	the	air,	being	supported	by	this	lotus	
stem.	If	a	planet	is	destroyed,	it	must	fall	into	the	water	of	
garbha.	The	earth	therefore	warned	King	Pṛthu	that	he	could	
gain	nothing	by	destroying	her.	Indeed,	how	would	he	pro-
tect	himself	and	his	citizens	from	drowning	in	the	garbha 
water?	In	other	words,	outer	space	may	be	compared	to	an	
ocean	of	air,	and	each	and	every	planet	is	floating	on	it	just	
as	a	boat	or	island	floats	on	the	ocean.	Sometimes	planets	
are called dvīpa, or islands, and sometimes they are called 
boats.	Thus	the	cosmic	manifestation	is	partially	explained	
in	this	reference	by	the	cow-shaped	earth.

pa{Tauç&vaAca
   vas$auDae tvaAM vaiDaSyaAima macC$As$anapar"Ax.~mauKaIma,
   BaAgAM baihR"iSa yaA va{Èeÿ na tanaAeita ca naAe vas$au
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      9) Of what two sinful activities did King Pṛthu   
 accuse the earth?

SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

This conversation between His Divine 
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupāda and some of his disciples 
took place at New Vrindaban, West 
Virginia, on June 24, 1976.

Disciple: Śrīla	Prabhupāda,	once	you	
said,	“The	tractor	–	this	is	the	cause	of	all	
the	trouble.	It	took	all	the	young	men’s	
farm	work.	It	forced	them	to	go	into	the	
city	and	become	entangled	in	sensuality.”	
You	said	people	had	to	leave	the	country	
and the simple life of goodness and God 
consciousness.	And	so	they	went	to	the	
city	and	got	caught	up	in	the	anxious	life,	
the	mode	of	passion.
Śrīla Prabhupāda: Yes.	In	the	city	peo-
ple	must	naturally	fall	into	the	mode	of	
passion:	constant	anxiety	due	to	needless	
lusting	and	striving.	In	the	city	we	are	
surrounded	by	all	sorts	of	artificial	things	
for	agitating	our	mind	and	senses.	And	
naturally,	when	we	have	this	facility	we	
become	lusty.	We	take	to	this	passionate	
mode	and	become	filled	with	anxiety.	
Disciple: The	country	is	more	peaceful.	
It’s	easier	to	think	of	spiritual	life.
Śrīla Prabhupāda: Yes.	There	is	less	
disease.	Everything	is	less	brain-taxing.	
In	the	country	the	pangs	of	this	material	
world	are	less.	So	you	can	arrange	your	
life	for	real	profit.	Spiritual	profit.	Real-
ize	God;	become	Kṛṣṇa	conscious.	And	
if	you	have	got	a	temple	in	your	home	or	
near	your	home,	you	have	a	very	happy	

Learn to Love 
The Natural Mode of Life

pṛthur uvāca
          vasudhe tvāṁ vadhiṣyāmi
               mac-chāsana-parāṅ-mukhīm
          bhāgaṁ barhiṣi yā vṛṅkte
               na tanoti ca no vasu

pṛthuḥ uvāca	–	King	Pṛthu	replied;	vasu-dhe – my dear 
earthly	planet;	tvām	–	you;	vadhiṣyāmi	–	I	shall	kill;	mat 
–	my;	śāsana	–	rulings;	parāk-mukhīm –	disobedient	to;	
bhāgam	–	your	share;	barhiṣi – in the yajña;	yā	–	who;	
vṛṅkte	–	accepts;	na	–	not;	tanoti	–	does	deliver;	ca	–	and;	
naḥ	–	to	us;	vasu	–	produce.

King Pṛthu replied to the earthly planet: My dear earth, 
you have disobeyed my orders and rulings. In the form 
of a demigod you accepted your share of the yajñas we 
performed, but in return you have not produced suffi-
cient food grains. For this reason I must kill you.

PURPORT:	The	cow-shaped	earthly	planet	submitted	that	
she	not	only	was	a	woman,	but	was	innocent	and	sinless	
as	well.	Thus	 she	 argued	 that	 she	 should	 not	 be	 killed.	
Besides,	 she	 pointed	 out	 that	 being	 perfectly	 religious-
minded,	the	king	could	not	violate	the	religious	principles	
that	forbade	killing	a	woman.	•In	reply,	Mahārāja	Pṛthu	
informed	her	that	first	of	all	she	had	disobeyed	his	orders.	
This	was	her	first	sinful	activity.	Secondly	he	accused	her	
of	taking	her	share	of	the	yajñas	(sacrifices)	but	not	pro-
ducing	sufficient	food	grains	in	return.

   yavas$aM jagDyanauid"naM naEva d"AegDyaAEDas$aM paya:
   tasyaAmaevaM ih" äu"í"AyaAM d"Nx"Ae naA‡a na zAsyatae 
       yavasaṁ jagdhy anudinaṁ
            naiva dogdhy audhasaṁ payaḥ
       tasyām evaṁ hi duṣṭāyāṁ
            daṇḍo nātra na śasyate

yavasam	–	green	grass;	jagdhi	–	you	eat;	anudinam	–	daily;	
na	–	never;	eva	–	certainly;	dogdhi	–	you	yield;	audhasam 
–	in	the	milk	bag;	payaḥ	–	milk;	tasyām	–	when	a	cow;	
evam	–	thus;	hi	–	certainly;	duṣṭāyām	–	being	offensive;	
daṇḍaḥ	 –	 punishment;	na	 –	 not;	atra	 –	 here;	na	 –	 not;	
śasyate	–	is	advisable.

Although you are eating green grass every day, you are 
not filling your milk bag so we can utilize your milk. 
Since you are willfully committing offenses, it cannot 
be said that you are not punishable due to your assum-
ing the form of a cow.

PURPORT:	A	cow	eats	green	grasses	in	the	pasture	and	fills	
her	milk	bag	with	sufficient	milk	so	that	the	cowherds	can	
milk	her.	Yajñas	(sacrifices)	are	performed	to	produce	suf-
ficient	clouds	that	will	pour	water	over	the	earth.	The	word	
payaḥ	can	refer	both	to	milk	and	to	water.	As	one	of	the	
demigods,	the	earthly	planet	was	taking	her	share	in	the	
yajñas	–	that	is,	she	was	eating	green	grass	–	but	in	return	
she	was	not	producing	sufficient	food	grains	–	that	is,	she	
was	not	filling	her	milk	bag.	Pṛthu	Mahārāja	was	 there-
fore	justified	in	threatening	to	punish	her	for	her	offense.

   tvaM KalvaAeSaiDabaIjaAina ‘aAfs$a{í"Aina svayamBauvaA
   na mauÂasyaAtmaç&Ü"Aina maAmavaÁaAya mand"DaI:
      tvaṁ khalv oṣadhi-bījāni
           prāk sṛṣṭāni svayambhuvā
      na muṣcasy ātma-ruddhāni
           mām avajñāya manda-dhīḥ

tvam –	you;	khalu	–	certainly;	oṣadhi	–	of	herbs,	plants,	
and	grains;	bījāni	–	the	seeds;	prāk	–	formerly;	sṛṣṭāni – 
created;	 svayambhuvā	 –	 by	Lord	Brahmā;	na	 –	 do	 not;	
muṣcasi	–	deliver;	ātma-ruddhāni	–	hidden	within	your-
self;	mām	 –	me;	avajñāya	 –	 disobeying;	manda-dhīḥ – 
less	intelligent.

You have so lost your intelligence that, despite my orders, 
you do not deliver the seeds of herbs and grains formerly 
created by Brahmā and now hidden within yourself.

PURPORT:	While	creating	all	the	planets	in	the	universe,	
Lord	 Brahmā	 also	 created	 the	 seeds	 of	 various	 grains,	
herbs,	plants,	and	trees.	When	sufficient	water	falls	from	
the	clouds,	 the	seeds	fructify	and	produce	fruits,	grains,	
vegetables,	etc.	By	his	example,	Pṛthu	Mahārāja	indicates	
that	whenever	there	is	a	scarcity	in	food	production,	the	
head	of	the	government	should	take	steps	to	see	why	pro-
duction	is	being	held	up	and	what	should	be	done	to	rec-
tify	the	situation.

   @maUSaAM ºautpar"ItaAnaAmaAtaARnaAM pair"de"ivatama,
   zAmaiyaSyaAima maß"ANAEiBaRªaAyaAstava maed"s$aA
         amūṣāṁ kṣut-parītānām
              ārtānāṁ paridevitam
         śamayiṣyāmi mad-bāṇair
              bhinnāyās tava medasā

amūṣām	–	of	all	of	them;	kṣut-parītānām –	suffering	from	
hunger;	ārtānām	 –	 of	 the	 distressed;	paridevitam – the 
lamentation;	śamayiṣyāmi	–	I	shall	pacify;	mat-bāṇaiḥ – 
by	my	arrows;	bhinnāyāḥ	–	being	cut	to	pieces;	tava – of 
you;	medasā	–	by	the	flesh.
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life.	You	work	just	a	little	–	just	for	
your	food	–	in	the	spring	a	month	
and a half or so for planting, in the 
fall a month and a half for harvest-
ing.	And	in	your	remaining	time,	you	 
become	culturally	enriched.	You	en- 
gage	all	your	talents	and	energies	for	
realizing	God.	Kṛṣṇa	consciousness.	
This	is	ideal	life.

You	see	the	minute	fibers	on	this	
flower?	No	other	manufacturing	pro-
cess	in	this	world	can	do	this	–	such	
small	fibers.	And	how	brilliant	is	the	
color!	If	you	study	only	one	flower,	
you	will	become	God	conscious.
There is a mechanism that we call 
“nature.”	And	from	it	is	coming	
everything	we	see	around	us.	Now,	
how is it that this mechanism is so 
perfect?	And	who	has	devised	this	
mechanism?
Disciple:	Once	in	London	you	said,	
“People	do	not	know	that	flowers	
are	painted.	Kṛṣṇa	paints	them	with	
thoughts.”	
Śrīla Prabhupāda: Yes.	Most	peo-
ple	think	that	by	itself,	unconnected	 
with	a	painter,	this	flower	has	become	 
beautiful.	This	is	foolishness.	“Na-
ture	has	done	it.”	Whose	nature?	
Everything	is	being	done	by	the	nat-
ural	mechanism	of	Kṛṣṇa.	Parāsya 
śaktir vividhaiva śrūyate: the Lord 
is	orchestrating	everything	by	His	
innumerable,	inconceivable	energies.

Anyway,	learn	to	love	this	natural	
mode	of	life,	life	in	a	wide-open	 
space.	Produce	your	own	grain.	Pro- 
duce	your	own	milk.	Save	time.	Chant	
Hare	Kṛṣṇa.	Glorify	the	Lord’s	holy	
names.	At	life’s	end,	go	back	to	the	
spiritual	world	to	live	forever.	Plain	
living,	high	thinking	–	ideal	life.

Modern,	artificial	“necessities	of	 
life”	may	seem	to	increase	your	so- 
called	comfort.	But	if	you	forget	
life’s	real	aim,	that	is	suicidal.	We	
want	to	stop	this	suicidal	policy.	We	
don’t	directly	attempt	to	stop	the	
modern	advancement	of	technology.	 
The	so-called	advancement	of	tech-
nology	is	suicidal,	but	we	don’t	al- 
ways	talk	of	this.	[Laughter.]	People	 
today are extremely attached to this 
so-called	advancement.	Therefore	
when	Lord	Caitanya	appeared	five	

hundred	years	ago,	He	gave	a	simple	
formula:	chant	Hare	Kṛṣṇa.	Even	in	
your	technological	factory	you	can	
chant.	You	go	on	pushing	and	pull-
ing	with	your	machine,	and	chant,	
“Hare	Kṛṣṇa,	Hare	Kṛṣṇa.”	You	can	
devote	yourself	to	God.	What	is	the	
wrong	there?
Disciple:	The	leaders	know	that	
once	a	person	starts	chanting	God’s	
names,	in	time	he’ll	lose	his	taste	for	
this	anxious	life	of	technology.
Śrīla Prabhupāda: That	is	natural.	
Disciple: So	the	leaders	know	you	are	 
sowing	the	seeds	of	their	destruction.
Śrīla Prabhupāda:	Where	is	the	
“destruction”?	Rather,	it	is	construc-
tion:	devote	yourself	to	God,	and	
live	forever.	This	is	the	proper	path.	
Follow	it.	You	will	live	forever.	By	 
our	method, tyaktvā dehaṁ punar 
janma naiti.	After	leaving	your	pres-
ent	material	body,	you	don’t	get	any	
more	material	bodies.	You	regain	
your	spiritual	body	and	go	back	to	 
the	spiritual	world.	And	without	this 
spiritual	realization,	tathā dehāntara- 
prāptiḥ: when	you	leave	your	pres-
ent	material	body,	you’ll	have	to	
accept	another	material	body.

So consider the two methods of  
living.	Which	is	better?	The	“ad- 
vanced”	method	–	accepting	more	
material	bodies.	Or	our	“old- 
fashioned”	method	–	accepting	no	 
more	material	bodies.	Which	is	better?

As	soon	as	you	accept	a	material	 
body,	you	have	to	suffer:	birth,	old	

age,	disease,	death.	The	material	
body	means	suffering.	Therefore,	if	
we prepare so that on leaving this 
present	body	we	undergo	no	more	
suffering,	that	is	intelligent.	But	if	
we	prepare	to	receive	another	ma- 
terial	body	for	more	suffering,	is	that	
intelligent?	Unless	you	understand	
the	Lord,	unless	you	understand	
Kṛṣṇa,	you’ll	have	to	stay	in	this	
material world and accept another 
body.	There	is	no	alternative.

Now	our	method.	We	understand,	
first,	that	na hanyate hanyamāne 
śarīre: when	the	body	is	finished,	
the	soul	goes	on	living.	Unfortu-
nately,	many	people	have	become	so	
dull-brained	that	they	cannot	under-
stand	this	simple	truth.	Every	day	 
of	their	lives,	people	see	that	a	soul	
in	an	infant	body	is	going	to	take	
on	a	childhood	body,	then	a	teenage	
body,	next	an	adult	body,	and	later	
an	aged	body.	People	see,	with	their	
own	eyes,	how	the	soul	is	transmi-
grating	from	one	body	to	another	
body	to	still	another	body.	Neverthe-
less,	with	their	dull	brains	they	can-
not	understand	that	at	death,	when	
the	aged	body	is	finished,	the	soul	
goes	on	to	yet	another	body,	material	 
or	spiritual.	But	people	cannot	under- 
stand	this.	They	are	so	dull-brained.	
They	cannot	make	the	simple	dis-
tinction	between	the	body	and	the	
soul.	It	will	take	five	hundred	years	
to	teach	them	this	simple	truth	–	
their	education	is	so	advanced.

Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare 
Hare Rama, Hare Rama 
Rama Rama, Hare Hare

Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare 
Hare Rama, Hare Rama 
Rama Rama, Hare Hare

PRONUNCIATION:	
ha-ray,	krish-na,	ra-ma	(rhymes	with	
“drama”).	To	hear		Śrīla	Prabhupāda	
chanting,	go	to	krishna.com/hare-

krishna-maha-mantra.

PRONUNCIATION:	
ha-ray,	krish-na,	ra-ma	(rhymes	with	
“drama”).	To	hear		Śrīla	Prabhupāda	
chanting,	go	to	krishna.com/hare-

krishna-maha-mantra.

Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare 
Hare Rama, Hare Rama 
Rama Rama, Hare Hare

Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare 
Hare Rama, Hare Rama 
Rama Rama, Hare Hare

For information and to register, go to 
http://bhaktivedantacollege.com/events/
kirtan-course/

KIRTAN 
COURSE

BHAKTIVEDANTA COLLEGE
Radhadesh,	Belgium

June	27–August	26,	2016



MAY / JUNE 2016  •  BACK TO GODHEAD   35        34   BACK TO GODHEAD   •   MAY / JUNE 2016

IN	THE	SUMMER	of	1965	His	
Divine	Grace	A.	C.	Bhakti-
vedanta	Swami	Prabhupāda	left	

India	with	a	specific	mission:	his	
teacher,	Śrīla	Bhaktisiddhānta	Sara-
svatī	Ṭhākura,	had	bestowed	upon	
him	the	loving	task	of	bringing	the	
profound	spiritual	wisdom	of	Kṛṣṇa	
consciousness	to	the	Western	world.	

Arriving	in	New	York	City	that	
fall,	Śrīla	Prabhupāda	naturally	felt	
deep separation from Vrindavan, the 
sacred	land	of	Lord	Kṛṣṇa	where	he	
had	lived	for	many	years.	There	he	
contemplated his mission and the 
methods	he	would	employ	to	trans-
plant ancient Vedic wisdom in Occi-
dental	soil.	While	on	his	way	to	
America	by	sea,	Prabhupāda	partic-
ularly	felt	separation	from	the	major	
deities of Vrindavan, “My Lords, 
Govindaji,	Gopinath,	and	Radha	
Damodar,”	as	he	noted	in	his	diary.	

He	soon	opened	his	first	temple	 
on	the	Lower	East	Side	of	New	York,	 
and then temples in San Francisco, 
Montreal,	Los	Angeles,	and	London.	
In	all	these	temples,	deities	of	Kṛṣṇa	
would	grace	lavish	altars,	assuaging	
his	feelings	of	separation.

It	is	no	wonder,	then,	that	in	1968	 
when	two	early	disciples,	Kīrtan- 
ānanda	Swami	and	Hayagrīva	Dāsa,	
bought	a	farm	in	West	Virginia	–	a	
peaceful,	rustic	environment	that	
Prabhupāda	would	name	“New	Vrin- 
daban”	–	he	quickly	asked	them	to	
establish	seven	Kṛṣṇa	temples,	rem-
iniscent	of	Vrindavan’s	seven	major	
temples.	Prabhupāda	wanted	New	
Vrindaban	to	be	a	place	of	pilgrimage	
in	the	West.

“New	Vrindaban	should	be	taken	
up	very	seriously,”	he	wrote	to	
Hayagrīva,	“because	actually	I	want	
to	develop	a	replica	of	Old	Vrinda- 
ban.	I	have	got	ambition	to	construct	 

In the 1970s a dedicated group of devotees 
cooperated to build it; now a new group is determined 

to restore it to its former glory.

by	Satyarāja	Dāsa
Archival	research	by	Caitanya	Maṅgala	Dāsa

A Facelift for Prabhupada’s

PALACE  
OF GOLD

Shyam
	Pandey

This view of the Palace 
from the lotus pond was 
taken in 2011. Inset: 
Śrīla Prabhupāda sits in 
the Palace’s main room, 
where he is worshiped. 
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their	wildest	expectations.	While	
“on	the	job,”	the	devotees	learned	
to	make	and	use	cement,	cut	marble	
and	crystal,	work	with	semi-precious	
stones,	carve	teakwood,	fabricate	
stained	glass,	and	apply	gold	leaf.	
Driven	by	an	intense	desire	to	please	
Śrīla	Prabhupāda,	they	evolved	the	
concept of a simple home into one 
for	an	ornate	palace.

Much	to	the	surprise	of	experts	
in	architecture,	construction,	and	
related	fields,	the	New	Vrindaban	
novices	gradually	created	an	abiding	 
monument	that	would	be	the	envy	
of	professionals.	The	devotees	made	
prodigious	use	of	marble,	teak,	onyx,	 
and	22-karat	gold	leaf.	With	its	mir-
rored	ceilings,	impeccable	stained-
glass	artwork,	and	polished	mosaic	
floors,	the	palace	looked	like	a	mod-
ern spaceship from ancient India that 
somehow	landed	in	West	Virginia.	
As	if	the	central	structure	was	not	
enough,	the	devotees	surrounded	it	
with	exquisitely	crafted	terraces,	tur-
rets,	manicured	lawns,	and,	compli-

ments	of	Lord	Kṛṣṇa,	incomparable	
vistas.

Remembering the Builders	

Though	many	devotees	labored	
incessantly,	whether	working	onsite	
or	raising	funds,	the	following	
dedicated	souls	were	particularly	
instrumental.

Varṣāṇā	Swami	(then	Kaśyapa	
Dāsa)	sculpted	the	terraces,	walk-
ways, roadways, rose garden, pond, 
and	causeway	out	of	a	rugged	and	
raw	Appalachian	ridge.	He	super-
vised	blasting	crews	and	operated	
heavy	equipment	for	over	eighteen	 
hours	a	day.	His	dedication	was	
indispensable	in	setting	the	ground-
work	for	the	efforts	to	come.

Sanātha	Devī	Dāsī	conducted	
much	of	the	initial	research	and	
supervised	the	early	design	and	con-
struction.	She	had	studied	structural	 
engineering	at	Pratt	Institute	in	New	 
York	City,	but	had	no	idea	she	would	 
be	using	her	skills	in	Kṛṣṇa’s	service.	 

there	7	temples	as	follows:	1.	Radha	
Madan	Mohan,	2.	Radha	Govinda,	 
3.	Radha	Gopinatha,	4.	Radha	Damo- 
dara,	5.	Radha	Raman,	6.	Radha	 
Gokulananda,	7.	Radha	
Syamasundara.”	

After	visiting	New	Vrindaban,	
Prabhupāda	said	he	wanted	to	make	
it	his	new	home.	He	felt	comfortable	
there	and	saw	it	as	a	genuine	holy	
place, a manifestation of the eter-
nal	Vṛndāvana,	the	spiritual	world.	
In	June	1969	he	wrote	to	his	disciple	
Dayānanda	Dāsa,	“I	have	decided	
that	I	shall	spend	four	months	in	
New	Vrindaban	and	eight	months	in	
Los	Angeles.	That	will	be	my	regu-
lar	program.”	

In	numerous	letters,	lectures,	and	
public	conversations,	Prabhupāda	
outlined	the	basic	concept	for	New	
Vrindaban:	“simple	living	and	high	
thinking,”	an	agrarian,	close-to-the-
earth,	Kṛṣṇa	conscious	way	of	life.	
New	Vrindaban	would	be	a	place	for	
cow protection and for training ideal 
brāhmaṇas. 

Soon	after	his	enthusiastic	disci- 
ples	started	conceiving	the	first	tem-

ple	complex,	Bhāgavatānanda	Dāsa,	
a	sculptor	who	would	eventually	
develop	the	talents	of	a	structural	
engineer,	suggested	they	first	build	
a	house	for	Śrīla	Prabhupāda.	After	
all, the core of devotional life is ser-
vice	to	the	spiritual	master.	The	pro-
posed	structure	would	be	a	place	
where	Prabhupāda	could	translate	
India’s	sacred	texts	while	appreciat- 
ing	the	country	atmosphere	and	the	 
association	of	his	dedicated	disciples.

The Building Blocks 
Of Devotion	

The	original	plans	for	Prabhupāda’s	
New	Vrindaban	dwelling	took	shape	
on	a	napkin,	casually	drawn	by	
Kīrtanānanda	Swami	in	1972.	But	as	
construction	proceeded,	the	design	
became	more	and	more	ambitious.	
It	was	as	if	Kṛṣṇa	Himself	took	over	
the	project.	The	devotees	were	inex-
perienced	and	unpaid,	since	they	
saw	their	work	as	devotional	service	
to	Lord	Kṛṣṇa,	and	they	had	to	face	
the	harsh	Appalachian	winters.	But	
Prabhupāda’s	home	began	to	exceed	

She	created	blueprints	and	coordi-
nated	the	efforts	of	marble	layers,	
stained-glass	fitters,	plumbers,	elec-
tricians, casters, and cement layers,  
all	crucial	to	the	early	stages	of	
construction.

Kulādri	Dāsa,	New	Vrindaban’s	
temple president at the time, was a 
significant	part	of	the	original	team.	
He oversaw the design, coordinated 
the	various	departments,	and	put	the	 
final	touches	of	gold	leaf	on	the	
main	structure.	

Nityodita	Dāsa	rose	to	the	chal-
lenge	not	only	by	mixing	and	laying	
cement	by	hand,	a	time-consuming	
chore	that	was	new	to	him,	but	by	
learning	how	to	cut	marble	and	polish	
the	end	results	like	a	pro.	

Bhāgavatānanda	Dāsa	was	the	
structural	engineer	and	sculptor.	
He	supervised	the	construction	of	
the	300-ton	dome	and	sculpted	the	
mood-inducing	peacocks,	elephants,	
and	ornaments,	as	well	as	the	embel-
lished	walls	and	columns.	

Sudhānu	Dāsa	went	to	India	to	
learn	carving,	a	talent	he	brought	
back	to	the	Palace	and	taught	to	
others.	

Several	devotees	contributed	 
their	skills	in	the	beaux	arts,	adding	 
to	the	palace’s	elegance:	Narendra	
Dāsa,	assisted	by	apprentices,	did	
a	good	portion	of	the	glass	work,	
including	cutting	and	fashioning	
thousands	of	scraps	of	fine	glass	
into intricately framed windows 
and	novel	stained-glass	showpieces.	
Īśānī	Devī	Dāsī	designed	and	hand	
crafted	the	magnificent	chandeliers	
peppering	the	Palace,	along	with	 
the	jewelry	decorating	the	deities	 
and	the	Palace	icons	of	Śrīla	Prabhu- 
pāda.	Muralīdhara	Dāsa	and	Viṣṇu	
Dāsa	created	beautiful	oil	paintings	 
of	Kṛṣṇa’s	pastimes.	From	the	
vaulted	ceiling	of	the	temple	room	 
to	the	large	portrait	of	Śrīla	Prabhu- 
pāda	on	the	temple	wall,	all	are	 
masterworks	that	artfully	enhance	 
an	already	extraordinary	visage.	

Others,	like	Soma	Dāsa,	offered	
numerous	talents	to	the	mix:	brick	
and	marble	laying,	concrete	work	
and	woodwork,	mold	making,	cast-

Many of the 
devotees 
who built 
the Palace 
developed 
their skills 
while on the 
job (left). 
Below, 
devotees 
chant in 
front of Śrīla 
Prabhu- 
pāda’s form 
in the early 
days of the 
Palace’s 
existence.
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ing	to	Śrīla	Prabhupāda,	the	Palace	
functions	as	a	smṛti samādhi in the 
truest	sense	of	the	phrase	–	anyone	
who	visits	will	be	naturally	com-
pelled	to	remember	and	appreciate	
Śrīla	Prabhupāda.	His	presence	can	
be	deeply	felt	there.

This fact gives additional mean-
ing	to	Prabhupāda’s	poignant	words	
spoken	in	1976,	while	visiting	the	
Palace	a	year	before	his	passing:	
“I’m	already	living	here	and	always	
will	be.”	

From Home to 
Memorial to Palace	

Prabhupāda’s	Palace	of	Gold	offi-
cially	opened	on	Sunday,	September	
2,	1979.	The	Palace	lent	credibility	
and	gravitas	to	New	Vrindaban,	es- 
pecially	for	tourists,	most	of	whom	
had	not	previously	taken	the	devotee	
community	seriously.	While	the	 
people	and	the	philosophy	behind	
the	Palace	might	have	remained	
somewhat	inscrutable	for	most,	
many	could	now	see	that	the	Hare	
Kṛṣṇa	movement	was	something	to	
be	reckoned	with.	Here	was	a	phe-
nomenon	that	people	could	under-
stand	–	a	magnificent	structure	
unique	in	its	styling	and	formidable	
in	its	opulence.	A	sight	to	behold.	
Something to tell their children 
about.	“Who	could	have	created	this	
great	wonder?”

The	Palace	was	clearly	excep-
tional.	Yogeśvara	Dāsa	expressed	
this	well	in	a	July	1981	Back to 
Godhead article: 

In	its	design	the	Palace	is	unique.	
While	most	churches	and	cathe-
drals	reflect	orthodox	motifs	of	
their	culture,	the	Palace	is	a	blend-
ing	of	Eastern	and	Western	styles,	
as if to say that service to God is 
the	universal	principle	of	all	reli-
gions.	While	the	Eastern	roots	of	
the	Kṛṣṇa	consciousness	move-
ment	can	be	seen	in	the	intricate	
latticework,	peacock	windows,	
and	traditional	marble	patterns,	the	
movement’s	presence	in	the	West	
is	reflected	in	castlelike	railings,	
cathedral-inspired	arches,	and	
bright	color	combinations.

The	Palace	is	Śrīla	Prabhupāda’s	
most	significant	smṛti samādhi	(mem- 
orial	shrine)	in	the	West.	His	first	
samādhi is in Vrindavan, where his 
bodily	remains	are	interred.	In	May-
apur	is	his	puṣpa	(flower)	samādhi, 
containing	flower	garlands	he	wore	
on	his	last	day.	In	the	New	Vrin- 
daban	Palace	some	of	his	personal	
items	are	preserved.	

In	2006	ISKCON’s	Governing	
Body	Commission	(GBC)	resolved	
to	formally	recognize	Prabhupāda’s	

ing,	and	so	on.	Soma	was	present	 
when	Prabhupāda	came	to	visit	New	 
Vrindaban	in	the	summer	of	1974,	
partly	to	see	how	his	“home”	was	
coming	along.	When	one	devotee	 
asked	if	the	structure	should	be	illu- 
minated	with	embedded	jewels,	like	 
Lord	Kṛṣṇa’s	palace,	Śrīla	Prabhupāda	
pointed his cane at the men and 
women	who	had	been	working	so	

hard	on	the	Palace:	“These	devotees	
are	my	jewels.”	Endearingly,	he	also	
thanked	Soma,	leaving	his	disciple	
with	a	treasured	memory.

For	roughly	seven	years,	the	New	
Vrindaban	devotees	worked	through	
grueling	winters	and	scorching	sum-
mers,	spending	hour	after	hour	on	
scaffolds,	in	dry	fields,	in	inhospita-
ble	work	areas	–	without	caring	for	

bodily	comforts.	Indeed,	they	gave	
everything	they	had	so	they	could	
offer	a	great	tribute	to	their	spiritual	
master.	The	Palace	is	an	ultimate	gift	
of	love	to	Śrīla	Prabhupāda.	

Much	to	the	devotees’	dismay,	
Prabhupāda	passed	away	in	Novem-
ber	of	1977,	and	was	thus	unable	to	 
see	the	completion	of	his	Palace.	But	 
because	his	dedicated	disciples	viewed	

their	endeavor	as	a	spiritual	offering	
to their teacher, his physical depar-
ture	did	not	dissuade	or	discourage	 
them	from	completing	it.	In	fact,	
they	became	even	more	determined	
to	create	an	enduring	monument	–	a	
memorial.	

From Home to Memorial	

A	month	before	he	passed	away,	
Prabhupāda	reiterated	how	important	
the	Palace	was	to	him.	He	several	

times expressed his desire to get his 
strength	back	so	he	could	visit	his	
home	away	from	home.	

“If	I	survive,”	he	told	some	disci- 
ples	as	he	lay	in	bed,	“I	have	a	strong	
desire	to	go	and	live	there.	It	will	be	
a	great	pleasure.”	Then,	perhaps	dis-
missing	the	likelihood	of	recovery,	
he	said,	“Let	us	see	to	which	palace	
I	am	going.”

Palace	as	a	“Shrine	and	Memorial”	
on a par with those in Vrindavan 
and	Mayapur.	“Śrīla	Prabhupāda’s	
Palace,	New	Vrindaban,	West	Vir-
ginia,	USA,”	the	resolution	states,	
“[is	hereby]	given	official	recogni-
tion as a Shrine and Memorial and 
included	in	the	Law	Book	2.3.2	
Shrines	and	Memorials.”	By	housing	
worshipable	memorabilia	belong-
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In	the	end,	the	Palace	was	every-
thing the devotees had hoped it 
would	be.	A	commentator	for	The 
Today Show said,	“You	won’t	be- 
lieve	your	eyes.”	Prabhupāda	would	
have	been	proud:	Visitors	came	from	
all over the world to see what the 
New York Times	dubbed	“The	Taj	
Mahal	of	the	West.”	At	its	height	
in	the	1980s,	the	Palace	welcomed	

THE NOTION	of	“New	(nava)	
Vrindaban”	–	a	replica	of	the	
original Vrindavan – is anything  
but	new.	It	goes	back	to	the	
Purāṇas	and	was	re-envisioned	 
in	Sanātana	Gosvāmī’s	Bṛhad- 
bhāgavatāmṛta	(Part	One,	Chap- 
ter	Seven),	the	first	book	in	the	
Gauḍīya	Vaiṣṇava	line,	written	 
some	five	hundred	years	ago.	
Bṛhad-bhāgavatāmṛta’s Nava 
Vrindavan	is	located	in	Kṛṣṇa’s	
opulent	city	of	Dwarka,	His	
princely domain in the material  
world.	Nava	Vrindavan	is	a	 
haven of sorts, complete with  
facsimiles of His family, friends,  
and favorite areas in the origi-
nal	Vrindavan.	Viśvakarmā,	the	
architect of the demigods, cre-
ated	it	to	lessen	Kṛṣṇa’s	intense	
pining	for	His	village	home.	

Śrīla	Rūpa	Gosvāmī	men-
tions Nava Vrindavan in his 
drama Lalita-mādhava (Acts	
Seven	and	Eight).	And	while	
living	in	Ramakeli	(Maldah	
District,	West	Bengal),	Rūpa	
and	his	brother	Sanātana	had	
even	built	a	rural	area	of	their	
own	called	Gupta	(“secret”)	
Vrindavan, which was also a  
re-creation	of	Kṛṣṇa’s	holy	
land.	They	built	lakes	resem-
bling	Syama	Kunda	and	Radha	
Kunda	and	other	sacred	places	
associated	with	Kṛṣṇa’s	pas-
times.	In	this	way	they	were	
able	to	live	in	Ramakeli	while	
appreciating	Kṛṣṇa’s	presence.	
Śrīla	Prabhupada	expressed	a	

The Inner Meaning of “New Vrindaban”

hundreds	of	thousands	of	visitors	a	
year.	These	were	glory	days	for	New	
Vrindaban.

The Palace Today	

But	during	the	1980s	and	early	1990s	
a	series	of	crimes	and	spiritual	devi-
ations	plagued	the	community.	The	
Palace	fell	into	disrepair.	Today,	

large	pieces	of	the	outer	wall	have	
deteriorated,	sections	of	wrought	 
iron	have	rusted	irreparably,	and	
parts	of	the	concrete	structure	are	
crumbling	away.	Over	the	years,	
devotees	repaired	and	re-painted,	 
but	there	were	limits	to	what	they	
could	do.

Today,	Palace	manager	Vraja- 
dhāma	Dāsa	works	closely	with	 
the	Marshall	County	Tourist	Board,	
and	the	Palace	still	receives	fifteen	
to	twenty	thousand	tourists	annu- 
ally.	But	this	is	a	far	cry	from	the	
Palace	in	its	heyday.	The	devotees	
realize	that	something	needs	to	be	
done.	

An	ambitious	multi-year	and	
multi-million	dollar	renewal	effort	
is	in	the	works,	with	an	enthusiasm	
that	rivals	the	Palace’s	initial	con-
struction.	The	Palace	Restoration	
Committee,	established	in	2010,	is	
focusing	first	on	the	outside	Palace	
wall, and then will move on to the 
Palace	and	the	grounds.	

Gopīśa	Dāsa,	project	manager	
for	Palace	restoration,	says,	“I	was	
absolutely	overwhelmed	when	I	first	
saw	the	Palace.	It	was	so	beautiful.	
But	what	was	most	exciting	to	me	
was the spirit of cooperation, to see  
so	many	devotees	working	together	
for	the	pleasure	of	Śrīla	Prabhupāda.	
That same spirit is alive again, and  
it will facilitate, even mandate, the  
Palace’s	new	incarnation.	In	fact,	it	
is	now	a	priority	to	improve	the	en- 
trance	way	and	front	steps	by	2016	
as	an	offering	to	Śrīla	Prabhupāda	
for	the	fiftieth	anniversary	of	
ISKCON.”	

In	2012,	CNN	selected	the	Palace	 
as	one	of	the	eight	must-see	religious	 
sites	in	America.*	This	is	no	doubt	a	
portent	of	things	to	come.

Satyarāja Dāsa, a disciple of Śrīla 
Prabhupāda, is a BTG associate edi-
tor and founding editor of the Jour-
nal	of	Vaishnava	Studies. He has 
written more than thirty books on 
Kṛṣṇa consciousness and lives near 
New York City. 

*www.cnn.com/2012/07/10/travel/
beautiful-religious-sites-us/
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similar mood and desire in cre-
ating	New	Vrindaban	in	West	
Virginia.

With	this	as	a	backdrop,	one	
might	question	the	propriety	of	
building	a	“palace”	in	Vrindavan,	 
an area normally conceived of 
as	being	down-home	and	sim-
ple	–	the	rural	environment	of	
village	India.	The	precedent,	
however,	is	Dwarka’s	Nava	
Vrindavan,	which	was	full	of	
grandeur	and	majesty.	And	even	
some places in the original Vrin-
davan are replete with palatial 
buildings	and	untold	opulence.	
Vrindavan has two dimensions: 
simple, intimate, and sweet 
(madhurya);	and	grand,	opu-
lent,	and	magnificent	(aiśvarya).	
Śrīla	Viśvanātha	Cakravartī	
Ṭhākura	describes	the	gran-
deur	of	Lord	Kṛṣṇa’s	paternal	
home,	Nanda	Mahārāja’s	pal-
ace,	in	his	great	work	Vraja-
rīti-cintāmaṇi	(Texts	16–18):	
“His palace is made of glisten-
ing sapphires, with coral pillars, 
gold	and	lapis	lazuli	roofs,	crys-
tal windows, and large gates 
made	of	rubies.	His	entire	cap-
itol	is	enclosed	by	a	great	wall	
built	of	sapphires.”	Viśvanātha	
Cakravartī’s	disciple	Baladeva	
Vidyābhūṣaṇa	develops	these	
ideas in Aiśvarya-kadambinī.

In the end, Vrindavan is per-
fectly	complete,	exhibiting	
both	simple	and	opulent	dimen-
sions	according	to	Kṛṣṇa’s	sweet	
desire.

http://edition.cnn.com/2012/07/09/travel/gallery/beautiful-religious-sites-in-the-u-s-/index.html
http://edition.cnn.com/2012/07/09/travel/gallery/beautiful-religious-sites-in-the-u-s-/index.html
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To honor the fiftieth anniversary of 
Śrīla Prabhupāda’s incorporation of 
the International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness, BTG presents Part 
Six of a ten-part series celebrating  
Śrīla Prabhupāda’s unique, transcen- 
dental position in ISKCON, as well 
as every follower’s foundational 
relationship with him.

BETWEEN	1965	and	1977	Śrīla	
Prabhupāda	wrote	dozens	of	
books,	opened	over	a	hundred	 

centers,	and	initiated	thousands	of	

While spreading Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness world-
wide, Śrīla Prabhupāda 
used the Sanskrit term 
varṇāśrama at least four 
ways, and applied it dif-
ferently to ISKCON over 
three time periods. 

by	Sureśvara	Dāsa

His Varnasrama Challenge
SRILA PRABHUPADA: OUR FOUNDER-ACARYA

disciples	worldwide.	By	the	summer	
of	1977	his	nonstop	sacrifice	had	
taken	its	toll	on	his	body.	Returning	
to Vrindavan1	to	continue	translating	
Sanskrit	texts	about	Kṛṣṇa	into	Eng-
lish,	Prabhupāda	commented	that	his	
days	on	earth	were	numbered.	When	
a	disciple	later	asked	if	he	had	any	
regrets,	Prabhupāda	acknowledged	
he	had	“one	lamentation.”

“That	you	have	not	finished	trans- 
lating the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam?” 2

“No,	that	I	have	not	established	
varṇāśrama.” 3	(Interview	with	

Abhirāma	Dāsa,	18	February	1996,	
Vrindavan)

That	timeless	culture	which	
shepherds	us	from	the	material	to	
the	spiritual	realm,	varṇāśrama  
comes	up	repeatedly	in	Prabhu- 
pāda’s	teachings.	Yet	Prabhupāda	
had	been	so	busy	spreading	the	 
Hare	Kṛṣṇa	movement	he	scarcely	 
had time to demonstrate varṇ- 
āśrama’s practical application in 
the	modern	age.	Indeed,	only	in	the	
last years of his life did he identify  
varṇāśrama’s	social/spiritual	fea-

tures	as	the	key																to	attract-
ing	humanity	en	masse	to	Kṛṣṇa.

“This	is	the	next	aspect	of	Kṛṣṇa	
consciousness	which	I	wish	to	push	
forward.	.	.	.	On	these	farms	we	can	
demonstrate	the	full	varṇāśrama 
system.	If	these	farms	become	suc-
cessful	then	the	whole	world	will	be	
enveloped	by	Kṛṣṇa	consciousness.	
.	.	.	In	the	cities	we	are	interested	
for	preaching,	but	we	cannot	pres-
ent the ideal varṇāśrama	system;	
this	is	possible	only	at	the	farms,	so	
they	are	very	important.”4	(Letter	

“This is the next aspect 
of	Kṛṣṇa	consciousness	
which	I	wish	to	push	for-
ward	.	.	.	On	these	farms	
we can demonstrate the 

full	varṇāśrama system.	If	
these	farms	become	suc-
cessful,	then	the	whole	

world	will	be	enveloped	by	
Kṛṣṇa	consciousness.”
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At Krisna-
volgy (Krishna  
Valley), the 
Hare Kṛṣṇa 
rural com-
munity in 
Hungary, dev-
otees engage 
in the tradi-
tional work of 
vaiśyas, tilling 
with oxen and 
harvesting 
wheat with a 
scythe.
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excerpts	from	Śrīla	Prabhupāda	to	
Hari	Śauri	Dāsa,	recorded	in	TKG’s 
Diary,	10	August	1977)

Despite	the	importance	Prabhu- 
pāda	gave	to	varṇāśrama,	his	follow- 
ers	have	been	slow	to	embrace	this	
aspect	of	his	mission.	To	understand	
why,	and	what	to	do	now,	our	first	
challenge	is	to	recognize	the	differ-
ent	ways	Prabhupāda	used	the	 
term.

Four Ways 5

One: Vedic Varṇāśrama
According	to	India’s	Vedic	litera- 

ture,	Kṛṣṇa	consciousness	once	flou- 
rished	globally	with	a	culture	at	once	
scientific	and	spiritual,	down	to	 
earth	and	out	of	this	world. 6 Devel-
oping	their	natural	vocations	(varṇas)	
and transcending them in stages 
(āśramas),	people	found	harmony	
and	fulfillment	working	together	
to	please	life’s	giver,	the	Supreme	
Person.

In the Bhagavad-gītā	(4.13)	the	

Supreme	Personality	of	Godhead,	
Lord	Kṛṣṇa,	asserts,	“According	to	
the	three	modes	of	material	nature	
and	the	work	associated	with	them,	
the	four	divisions	of	human	society	 
are	created	by	Me.”	As	parts	of	the	
body	work	together	to	serve	the	
whole, in varṇāśrama	four	broad	
vocational	groups7 cooperate to serve 
the	social	body.

In	Vedic	times	the	guarantors	of	
that cooperation were saṁskāras, 
sacred	rites	of	passage	through	
stages	of	spiritual	progress.	Prior	
to conceiving a child, for example, 
cultured	people	meditated	on	the	
divine, well aware that life comes 
from	life	and	that	the	quality	of	their	
progeny	would	reflect	the	quality	of	
their	consciousness.

“That	is	Vedic	civilization,”	Śrīla	
Prabhupāda	observed,	“saṁskāra	be-
fore	the	birth	and	immediately	after	 
the	birth,	then	one	after	another.	.	.	.	
Marriage is also another saṁskāra.	
.	.	.	There	are	daśa-vidha-saṁskāra 
[ten	purificatory	rites]	.	.	.	[but]	

where is saṁskāra	going	on	[today]?	
Nobody	takes	care	of	.	.	.	saṁskāra.	
Still, they are declaring that ‘I am  
brāhmaṇa	[highborn].’	Therefore	 
the	conclusion	is	kalau śūdra-
sambhavaḥ:	‘Everyone	is	[lowborn].	
(Morning	Walk,	10	April	1974,	
Bombay)

Indeed,	modern	chaos	reflects	the	
general	quality	of	the	world’s	popu-
lation,	as	if	born	of	a	bottle	of	beer	
on	Saturday	night.	The	sacred	act	
that	once	called	a	soul	to	enter	the	
world	and	know	God	is	today	rou-
tinely	reduced	to	a	sport	hostile	to	
its	natural	outcome,	conception.	
And	those	who	make	it	into	a	womb	
often	don’t	make	it	out.

As	much	as	Prabhupāda	liked	to	
present	Kṛṣṇa	consciousness	as	the	
positive	alternative	to	modern	civili- 
zation,	he	knew	the	days	of	classic	 
Vedic varṇāśrama – “the days of  
yore,”	he	called	them	–	were	gone.	 
To	spread	Kṛṣṇa	consciousness	
everywhere	in	modern	times	would	
require	a	special	adaptation	of	varṇ- 

āśrama	culture	“according	to	time,	
candidate,	and	country.”8 

Two: Dormant Varṇāśrama
Classic varṇāśrama	may	be	gone,	

but	its	dormant	realities	endure,	
awaiting	activation.	For	example,	de- 
spite	utopian	attempts	to	make	hu- 
manity	classless,	by	nature	classes	
remain.	Speaking	with	a	Russian	
professor	in	Moscow	during	the	
Soviet	era,	Prabhupāda	compared	
varṇāśrama	to	the	sun:

So	.	.	.	sunshine	is	here	in	Amer-
ica,	in	Russia,	in	India	–	every-
where.	Similarly,	this	varṇāśrama 
system is prevalent everywhere 
in	some	form	or	other.	Just	like	
the brāhmaṇas.	The	brāhmaṇas 
means the most intelligent class of 
men,	brain,	brain	of	the	society.	.	.	.	 
Then the kṣatriyas, the adminis-
trator	class.	Then	the	vaiśyas, the 
productive	class,	and	the	śūdras, 
the	worker	class.	These	four	
classes	.	.	.	are	everywhere	present	
in	different	names.	And	because	it	
is	creation	by	the	original	creator	
.	.	.	it	is	prevalent	everywhere,	
varṇāśrama.
								(Conversation	with	Professor					
									Grigoriy	Kotovsky,	22	June				
									1971,	Moscow)

The	professor	speaking	with	Prabhu- 
pāda	was	an	intellectual,	others	in	
his school were administrators, still 
others	workers,	and	so	on.	By	divine	
design different classes of people 
exist,	not	to	exploit	but	to	help	and	
cooperate	with	one	another.	Obliv-
ious	of	the	Lord’s	design,	classes	
clash	and	suffer.	The	equality	we	
seek	finds	perfection	in	devotional	
service,	where	all	classes	are	valued	
as	servants	of	the	Supreme.	When	
these	values	are	forgotten,	the	Lord’s	
natural	varṇāśrama	order	becomes	
corrupted,	as	India’s	history	shows.

Three: Materialistic Varṇāśrama
“The vitiated caste system of 

present	India	is	never	sanctioned	by	
the	scriptures,”	Prabhupāda	wrote	
Indian	Deputy	Prime	Minister	Dr.	
Sardar	Patel.	“But	the	caste	system	
is	made	by	God	according	to	qual-

ity	and	work	of	the	subject	and	it	
was	never	designed	for	the	benefit	of	
accidental	birth	right.”	(Letter	to	Dr.	
Patel,	28	February	1949,	Calcutta)

Corrupt	brāhmaṇas claiming 
power	and	privilege	based	on	birth	
have	obscured	the	truth	and	beauty	
of	India’s	original	varṇāśrama	cul-
ture.	Though	typecast	by	the	nature	
we	acquire	at	birth,	by	engaging	in	
devotional	service	we	can	rise	above	
nature’s	modes	to	realize	our	spiri-
tual	potential	by	cooperatively	 
serving	the	Lord.	

Lacking	loving	service,	too	often	
we	compete	and	bargain	with	one	
another,	treat	God	like	Santa	Claus,	
and	run	a	ritualistic	race	to	heaven.	
East	or	West,	such	materialistic	reli-
gion	wearies	us,	as	it	wearies	God.	
It’s	love	we’re	all	after,	intimate	

exchanges	of	selfless	service,	the	
divine life of varṇāśrama	culture.

Four: Divine Varṇāśrama
Varṇāśrama	that	elevates	us	from	

material	to	spiritual	consciousness	is	
called daivī,	or	divine.	Prabhupāda’s	
divine varṇāśrama for the modern  
day	includes	four	essential	features:	 
(1)	pure	devotional	service	to	Lord	
Kṛṣṇa,	the	Supreme	Personality	of	
Godhead,	as	the	goal	of	life;	(2)	lo- 
cal	land-and-cow	economics	as	the	 
model	for	sustainable	living;	(3)	
varṇāśrama colleges for vocational 
and	spiritual	retraining;	and	(4)	the	
introduction	of	varṇāśrama princi-
ples “according to time, candidate, 
and	country.”9
Borrowing	a	phrase	from	the	Eng- 

lish	poet	Wordsworth,	Prabhupāda	
sometimes referred to divine varṇ- 
āśrama as “plain living and high 
thinking.”	When	Kṛṣṇa	descended	
to earth, He Himself lived this way 

–	in	a	bucolic	village	as	a	boy,	and	
later	in	a	clean-and-green	city	as	a	
youthful	prince.	If	we	could	show	the	
world	a	better	way	to	live,	Prabhu- 
pāda	reasoned,	everyone	would	ev- 
entually	take	the	divine	varṇāśrama 
journey	home.

Prabhupāda’s	conclusion	was	the	 
fruit	of	a	lifetime	of	preaching.	But	
since	most	modern	Hare	Kṛṣṇa	peo-
ple	don’t	live	the	way	Kṛṣṇa	lives,	
we’ve	been	slow	to	understand	how	 
Prabhupāda’s	application	of	varṇ- 
āśrama to ISKCON evolved over 
time.

Three Applications	

One: Forget Varṇāśrama
From	1966	to	1973,	the	majority	 

of	his	global	preaching	years,	Śrīla	 

Prabhupāda	often	dismissed	varṇ- 
āśrama	as	impractical.	“Therefore	 
this	is	the	panacea,	to	engage	every- 
one	in	Kṛṣṇa	consciousness,	chant-
ing	Hare	Kṛṣṇa….	This	is	the	only	
remedy.	Now	you	cannot	again	intro-
duce	this	system	of	varṇāśrama.”	
(Bhagavad-gītā lecture,	30	December	
1968,	Los	Angeles)

While	he	was	launching	ISKCON,	
Prabhupāda’s	priority	was	to	put	a	
head	back	on	society:	“At	the	pres-
ent moment the society is headless, 
a	dead	body,	or	head	cracked,	crazy.	
There	is	head,	nonsense	head.	.	.	.	 
What	is	the	use	of	nonsense	head?	
Therefore there is a great necessity of 
creating	a	class	who	will	act	as	brain	
and	head.	That	is	Kṛṣṇa	conscious	
movement.”	(Lecture,	4	July	1970,	
San	Francisco)

Since brāhmaṇas are the head of  
the varṇāśrama	social	body,	as	much	 
as	possible	Prabhupāda	was	engaging	
his	disciples	in	brahminical	activities:	

The equality we seek finds perfection 
in devotional service, where all classes 
are valued servants of the Supreme.

To encourage self-sufficiency and the varṇāśrama way of life, Śrīla Prabhupāda 
visited Gita-nagari farm in Pennsylvania in 1976.
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chanting	Hare	Kṛṣṇa,	worshiping	in	
the	temple,	studying	and	distributing	 
books,	staging	spiritual	festivals,	and	
so	on.	For	the	most	part,	this	strategy	 
worked,	but	not	always,	as	this	
exchange with an early follower 
illustrates:

One	day	after	a	lecture	[Raphael]	
approached	the	Swami,	stood	be- 
side	the	dais,	and	spoke	up,	exas-
perated, impatient: “I am not meant 
to sit in a temple and chant on 
beads!	My	father	was	a	boxer.	I	
am	meant	to	run	on	the	beach	and	
breathe	in	big	breaths	of	air.	.	.	.”	
Raphael	went	on,	gesticulating	and	 
voicing his familiar complaints –  
things	he	would	rather	do	than	take	 
up	Kṛṣṇa	consciousness.	Suddenly	 
Prabhupāda	interrupted	him	in	a	 
loud	voice:	“Then	do	it!	Do	it!”	Ra- 

phael	shrank	away,	but	he	stayed.	
(Śrīla Prabhupāda-līlāmṛta,	Vol.	2, 
Planting the Seed,	Chapter	1)

And most stayed in those heady days  
of	spiritual	revolution.	Though	
pleased	with	the	counterculture	youth	
flocking	to	his	clarion	call	to	chant,	
Prabhupāda	wanted	to	give	Kṛṣṇa	
consciousness	to	everyone.	Soon	
Kṛṣṇa	would	set	the	world	stage	to	
help	Prabhupāda	make	varṇāśrama 
culture	more	relevant	and	urgent,	
starting	with	his	own	followers.

Two: The World Needs Varṇāśrama
In	1973,	owing	to	artificial	man- 

ipulation	of	the	oil	supply	in	the	
Middle East, the world experienced 
an	“energy	crisis.”	High	prices,	long	
gasoline	lines,	and	violence	drama- 
tized	the	folly	of	a	civilization	
dependent	on	finite	fossil	fuels.	

Amid	the	angst,	Śrīla	Prabhupāda	
saw	an	opportunity.	Walking	and	
talking	with	leading	disciples	the	

following	spring,	Prabhupāda	noted	
that	if	we	could	show	the	public	a	
better	way	to	live,	they	would	be	
more	inclined	to	listen	to	Kṛṣṇa.	“Be- 
cause	if	the	people	are	in	chaos,	how	
they’ll	be	able	to	accept	the	great	
philosophy?	It	requires	cool	brain.”	
(Morning	Walk,	14	March	1974,	
Vrindavan)

Indeed,	a	brain	nourished	by	fresh	 
milk	from	protected	cows,	Prabhu- 
pāda	wrote,	“can	assimilate	the	sub-
tle	form	of	spiritual	knowledge”	
(Light of the Bhāgavata,	text	27).	To	 
show	the	world	a	better	way	to	live,	 
Prabhupāda’s	followers	would	have	 
to learn and teach the secrets of varṇ- 
āśrama	culture.	“[A]	varṇāśrama 
college	has	to	be	established	imme-
diately,”	Prabhupāda	declared.	“Every- 

where,	wherever	we	have	got	our	
center, a varṇāśrama	college	should	
be	established.”	(Morning	Walk,	12	
March	1974,	Vrindavan)

The	devotees	were	astonished.	
Why	was	Prabhupāda	reversing	his	 
attitude	toward	varṇāśrama?	But	as	 
they	continued	to	walk	with	him,	they	
began	to	understand	his	new	tack	as	
an	extension	of	his	compassion.	

“Devotee, personally, he has no 
problem,	but	he	pushes	himself	in	
this	degraded	society	to	teach	.	.	.		
how	to	live,	how	to	become	gentle-
men.	Otherwise,	we	have	no	busi-
ness.	But	if	we	don’t	give	them	the	 
opportunity,	they’ll	not	be	able	to	
come	to	Kṛṣṇa	consciousness.”	
(Morning	Walk,	14	March	1974,	
Vrindavan)

Since devotees are already with 
Kṛṣṇa,	Prabhupāda	continued,	they	
don’t	need	varṇāśrama.	But	human-
ity needs varṇāśrama to learn how 
to	live	and	come	home	to	Kṛṣṇa.	It	 
wasn’t	long	before	Prabhupāda	

concerns and activities – holy names 
and	holy	books,	temples	and	deity	
worship, initiation and congregation  
– the varṇāśrama	phase	invites	every- 
one	to	help	build	a	spiritual	society.

In the Bhagavad-gītā	(12.8–10)	
Lord	Kṛṣṇa	makes	a	similarly	pro-
gressive	entreaty.	“Just	fix	your	mind	
on	Me,”	He	advises	the	saintly	lis-
tener.	For	those	less	advanced	the	
Lord then recommends the disciplines 
of	devotional	yoga.	“In	this	way	you	 
will	develop	a	desire	to	attain	Me.”	
And for those not ready to follow  
strict	vows,	Kṛṣṇa	recommends	
working	for	Him.	

In his commentary to text 10, 
Prabhupāda	reaches	out	to	all	kinds	
of people: 

There are many devotees who are  
engaged	in	the	propagation	of	Kṛṣṇa	 
consciousness,	and	they	require	
help.	So,	even	if	one	cannot	di- 
rectly	practice	the	regulative	prin-
ciples of bhakti-yoga, he can try to 
help	such	work.	Every	endeavor	
requires	land,	capital,	organiza-
tion,	and	labor.	.	.	.	This	voluntary	
service	to	the	cause	of	Kṛṣṇa	con-
sciousness	will	help	one	to	rise	
to a higher state of love for God, 
whereupon	one	becomes	perfect.

Since most people live in or near cit-
ies,	it	is	efficient	to	engage	them	in	 
building	city	temples	to	attract	every- 
one	to	Kṛṣṇa.	At	the	same	time,	the	
modern	urge	to	live	a	simpler,	more	
natural	way	of	life	will	find	fulfill-
ment the more we engage people in 
building	spiritual	communities	that	
live	the	way	Kṛṣṇa	lives.	

	“So	this	Kṛṣṇa	consciousness	
movement	is	trying	to	revive	.	.	.	vil-
lage	organization,	as	you	are	trying	
here.	Kṛṣṇa,	in	His	natural	life,	is	a	
village	boy	in	Vrindavan.	Vrindavan	
is	a	village.	.	.	.	But	it	does	not	mean	
that we shall avoid city life or town 
life.	No.	Everything,	every	place	
is	Kṛṣṇa	place.	Everywhere	there	
should	be	Kṛṣṇa	consciousness.	
(Lecture,	15	July	1976,	Gita-nagari)

Kṛṣṇa’s	daivī-varṇāśrama village  
holds the missing pieces to the mod-
ern	eco-puzzle.	“If	these	farms	be- 

come	successful	then	the	whole	world	 
will	be	enveloped	by	Kṛṣṇa	conscious- 
ness.”	And	since	the	varṇāśrama 
college	holds	the	blueprints	to	the	
village, “The varṇāśrama college 
has	to	be	established	immediately.	
Everywhere, wherever we have got 
our	center	.	.	.” 11 

Town	or	country,	reviving	divine	
varṇāśrama	culture	will	help	us	
envision	our	natural	role	in	Kṛṣṇa’s	
world.	And	by	accepting	one	another	
as	His	eternal	servants,	we’ll	find	the	
freedom,	equality,	and	classlessness	
we	seek	in	this	life	and	the	next.

NOTES

1.	The	earthly	counterpart	of	Kṛṣṇa’s	
eternal	abode,	located	some	ninety	
miles	southeast	of	New	Delhi,	India.
2.	“The	Beautiful	Story	of	the	Su- 
preme	Personality	of	Godhead,”	the	
cream	of	Vedic	literature.
3.	Varṇāśrama	culture	teaches	us	
how	to	practice	our	varṇa	(vocation)	
throughout	the	stages	of	spiritual	life	
(āśrama).
4.	By	“farms”	Prabhupāda	meant	
agrarian-based	villages	with	social/
spiritual	features.	Varṇāśrama cities 
also	included	these	features,	unlike	 
the modern materialistic cities 
Prabhupāda	mentions.
5.	For	more	about	the	ways	Prabhu- 
pāda	used	varṇāśrama,	see	the	July/ 
August	2000	issue	of	BTG	(No.	34-4	 
in	the	Bhaktivedanta	VedaBase).
6.	Apart	from	scriptural	evidence,	

modern	archeologists	continue	to	
unearth	Vedic	artifacts	worldwide:	
www.veda.harekrsna.cz/connections/
worldwide.
7.	The	four	vocational	groups:	(1)	
priests,	teachers,	counselors;	(2)	sol-
diers,	statesmen,	administrators;	(3)	
agriculturalists	and	businessmen;	(4)	
artists,	craftsmen,	laborers.
8.	Śrī Caitanya-caritāmṛta, Madhya-
līlā,	23.105,	Purport.
9.	Ibid.
10.	Lord	Kṛṣṇa’s	“golden	avatar,”	 
who	popularized	chanting	Hare	Kṛṣṇa	
and	dancing.
11.	For	more	about	the	varṇāśrama 
college,	see	the	Bhaktivedanta	Veda- 
Base: Contents/Compilations/
Varnasrama-dharma/VD2

In the next issue: Having seen the  
scope of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s varṇ- 
āśrama vision, in Part 7 of our series 
we’ll look at how to find our individ-
ual mission in his mission.

Sureśvara Dāsa joined the Hare 
Kṛṣṇa movement in 1970. Since 
2011, on behalf of a committee of 
ISKCON’s Governing Body Com-
mission called “Śrīla Prabhupāda’s 
Position,” he has been traveling the 
ISKCON world, presenting the sem-
inar series “Śrīla Prabhupāda, Our 
Founder-Ācārya.” To find out how 
to bring the series to your area, 
please write to Sureśvara at sures-
vara@gmail.com.

Prabhupada noted that if we could show 
the public a better way to live, they would 
be more inclined to listen to Krsna.

would	further	extend	his	compas-
sion	by	telling	the	devotees	how	
much	they	also	needed	varṇāśrama, 
humanity’s	“steppingstone	for	spiri-
tual	understanding”	(Bhagavad-gītā 
As It Is,	2.31,	Purport).

Three: You Need Varṇāśrama
On	February	14,	1977,	in	his	

quarters	in	Mayapur,	India,	Śrīla	
Prabhupāda	reminded	the	devotees	 
how important it was for them to 
inspire	and	educate	people	by	fol-
lowing varṇāśrama	principles.	When	
a	disciple	pointed	out	that	Lord	Cai-
tanya10 dismissed varṇāśrama as 
“external,”	Prabhupāda	replied,	“Our	
position	is	different.	.	.	.	Our	duty	
is that we shall arrange the external 
affairs all so nicely that one day they 

will	come	to	the	spiritual	
platform very easily, paving 
the	way.”	(Conversation,	14	
February	1977,	Mayapur)

When	another	disciple	
wondered why devotees, who 
were	already	on	the	spiritual	
platform,	beyond	the	desig-
nations of varṇa and āśrama, 
should	follow	varṇāśrama 

principles,	Prabhupāda	questioned	
his	presumption:

Varṇāśrama	.	.	.	should	be	es- 
tablished	to	become	Vaiṣṇava	
[devotee].	It	is	not	so	easy	to	
become	Vaiṣṇava.	.	.	.	If	Vaiṣṇava,	
to	become	Vaiṣṇava	is	so	easy,	
why	so	many	.	.	.	fall	down?	It	is	
not	easy	to	become	Vaiṣṇava.

The	longer	Prabhupāda	preached	in	 
the	West	the	more	he	saw	how	even	 
his	own	followers	would	need	the	
varṇāśrama	bridge	to	come	to	Kṛṣṇa.	 
As his life on earth was coming to a 
close,	Prabhupāda	knew	that	build-
ing	the	bridge	–	a	bridge	the	whole	
world	could	cross	–	would	be	a	great	
challenge.

His Varn. a–śrama Challenge	

In	Part	5	of	this	series,	we	saw	how	
Prabhupāda	expanded	the	Hare	Kṛṣṇa	
movement	in	phases.	Whereas	ear-
lier	phases	focused	on	brahminical	

LOOKING FOR NEWS OF THE 
HARE KRSNA MOVEMENT?

Log	on	to	www.	iskconnews.org
The Internet is the  
ideal place for 
timely news, and 
ISKCON Commu-
nications main-
tains an active 
news page. So 
whether you want 
to see what’s hap-
pening in ISKCON 
or have some news  
to report, log on 
to www.iskcon 
news.org.
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IN 2012 I HAD to move from the 
town	where	I	was	born	in	Chile	
to the capital, Santiago, to con-

tinue	with	my	journalism	studies.	I	
rented a little room downtown in the 
city.	

When	I	arrived,	a	student	living	 
there	warned	me,	“This	place	is	nice.	
The	only	thing	that	may	annoy	you	
is	that	your	window	is	right	next	to	
a	Hare	Kṛṣṇa	temple,	and	they	chant	
the	whole	day.”

Maybe he’s exaggerating,	I	thought.
But	the	first	week,	I	knew	he	was	

telling	the	truth.	From	early	in	the	
morning	I	would	hear	people	singing,	 
bells	ringing,	and	some	strange	deep,	 
thunderous	sound	(the	blowing	of	a	
conch	shell,	I	later	learned).	I	also	
smelled incense, as well as captivat-
ing	food	being	cooked	with	ingre-
dients	I	couldn’t	figure	out.	I	was	
curious.	

What’s behind this that can keep 
these people chanting every day of 
the year?

KIRTAN 
COURSE

A Transformative Experience
A young devotee from Chile travels to Belgium to increase 

her enthusiasm for chanting the holy names.

by	Cintāmaṇi	Mādhavī	Devī	Dāsī	

Jahnavi Harrison (left) leads students in kīrtana at Radhadesh, home to 
Bhaktivedanta College and the Kirtan Course. Above: the author.
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should	take	care	of	it	by	becoming	
a gardener and sowing the seed in 
his	heart.	If	he	waters	the	seed	grad-
ually	by	the	process	of	śravaṇa and 
kīrtana	[hearing	and	chanting],	the	
seed	will	begin	to	sprout.”

Now	I	remember	the	days	when	
the mahā-mantra	first	came	through	
my	window	and	I	asked	myself	what	
could	be	the	meaning	of	those	words	
constantly	repeated	by	my	special	
neighbors.	I	could	not	have	sus-
pected	that	it	was	Kṛṣṇa	Himself	
and	that	in	the	most	merciful	and	
simple	way	I	could	approach	Him	
in	these	hard	times	of	so	much	pain	
and	quarrel.	I	hope	many	devotees	
can	take	advantage	of	the	Kirtan	
Course	and	help	the	holy	name	open	
the	windows	of	thousands	of	hearts.	

Cintāmaṇi Mādhavī Devī Dāsī gradu- 
ated as a journalist from the Univer- 
sity of Chile in 2013. She has worked  
as a journalist in Santiago and the 
south of Chile, where she also serves 
in the communications department of 
ISKCON Chile. She was initiated by 
His Holiness Jayapatāka Swami in 
2013 and recently completed a Bhakti 
Śāstri degree in Mayapur.

The strangest thing was that they  
were always singing the same words:  
Hare	Kṛṣṇa,	Hare	Kṛṣṇa,	Kṛṣṇa	
Kṛṣṇa,	Hare	Hare/	Hare	Rāma,	Hare	
Rāma,	Rāma	Rāma,	Hare	Hare.

Months later I went to the temple 
for	the	first	time.	And	after	reading	
Śrīla	Prabhupāda’s	books,	I	knew	I	
wanted	to	be	Kṛṣṇa	conscious.	But	
the mahā-mantra remained a mys-
tery	for	me.	Even	after	experiencing	
big	changes	in	my	life	by	chanting	
the	mantra	on	my	beads,	I	couldn’t	
understand	deeply	what	was	behind	

“The holy name of the Lord and the  
Lord	are	nondifferent;	therefore	when	 
a	devotee	chants	Hare	Kṛṣṇa,	Kṛṣṇa	
and His internal potency are dancing  
on	the	tongue	of	the	devotee.”	To	be	 
able	to	realize	this	through	great	de-
votees	who	can	transmit	their	bliss-
ful	connection	with	the	holy	name	
was	a	transformative	experience.

In	addition,	we	seventeen	students	
– from all over the world and from 
all	kinds	of	backgrounds	–	learned	
harmonium,	mṛdaṅga, and kartālas 
from	the	best	teachers	in	a	friendly	
and	supportive	atmosphere.	

Indeed,	these	weeks	were	life	
changing,	because	you	had	the	op- 
portunity	to	appreciate	the	holy	name	
from	when	you	woke	up	till	you	
went	to	sleep.	When	you	feel	con-
nected	with	the	holy	name	by	chant-
ing attentively, the whole day has a 
different taste – the sweet taste of 
Kṛṣṇa’s	company.	When	we	sing	the	 
mahā-mantra fully	conscious,	we	
water a plant that at some point will 
produce	a	flower	that	will	bloom	
within	our	hearts.	As	stated	in	the	
Caitanya-caritāmṛta (Madhya 
19.152):	“When	a	person	receives	
the seed of devotional service, he 

history and meaning of the saṅkīrtana  
movement from scholarly and 
senior devotees, as well as leading 
exponents of kīrtana.	Kṛṣṇa	Kṣetra	
Swami	taught	the	importance	of	
sound,	citing	Vedic	texts,	and	the	
different	traditions	of	devotional	music.	
Kabamba	Kānana	Swami	drew	us	
deep into the meaning of Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu’s	Śikṣāṣṭakam, which 
includes	instruction	on	the	appro-
priate mood with which to chant the 
holy	name.	Mahātmā	Dāsa	explained	 
how	humility	is	the	main	component	 
of kīrtana, and with Jahnavi Harrison 
we	sang	prayers	by	Bhaktivinoda	
Ṭhākura,	trying	to	understand	the	 
mood	of	an	exalted	devotee.	Mahen-
dra	Dāsa	took	us	on	a	journey	through	 
quotations	and	explanations	about	
kīrtana	in	the	sacred	literature.	 
Finally,	Hridayānanda	Dāsa	Go- 
swami	gave	us	some	ideas	on	how	
to	present	all	this	knowledge	in	the	
Western	world.	

Connecting with 
The Holy Name	

In	the	purport	to Bhagavad-gītā 
12.8,	Śrīla	Prabhupāda	explains,	

phy, meditation, and kīrtana. “Wor-
ship	Kṛṣṇa	with	the	flower	of	your	
attention”	was	his	advice	the	first	
day	of	class.	After	having	chanted	
my	rounds	for	so	long	with	my	mind	
wandering far and wide, I felt he 
was	talking	directly	to	me.

In the Harināma Cintāmaṇi, by	
Śrīla	Bhaktivinoda	Ṭhākura,	it	is	
said that pramāda, or inattention or 
carelessness while chanting the holy 
name, is the offense from which all 
other	offenses	arise.	There	are	three	
types of inattention: indifference, 

inertia	or	laziness,	and	restlessness	 
of	the	mind.	Śrīla	Bhaktivinoda	
instructs	that	one	should	always	be	
careful	to	not	only	dutifully	chant	
one’s	rounds	but	to	chant	them	prop- 
erly.	The	remedy	for	improper	chant- 
ing is to associate with devotees who  
have	a	taste	for	the	holy	name,	be- 
cause	by	seeing	Vaiṣṇavas’	attraction	
for	the	name,	one	will	be	inspired	to	
give	up	indifference.

The	Kirtan	Course	was	nine	weeks	 
of	this	type	of	association.	We	had	 
the	opportunity	to	learn	about	the	 

these	sixteen	words.	With	time,	chant- 
ing	my	sixteen	rounds	became	a	
mechanical	duty,	especially	after	I	
started	to	work	in	the	rushed	world	
of	the	media.	Most	days	I	would	find	 
myself	chanting	the	last	rounds	at	
night,	hoping	to	finish	quickly	to	go	 
to	sleep.	This	negligence	was	silently	
and	seriously	undermining	my	enthu- 
siasm	for	spiritual	life.	To	revitalize	 
my	enthusiasm,	I	decided	to	take	
time	off	from	work,	and	I	made	the	
Kirtan	Course	at	Bhaktivedanta	Col-
lege	in	Radhadesh,	Belgium,	my	
first	stop.	

Inspiring Teachers	

The	course	started	with	an	introduc- 
tory	workshop	by	Śacīnandana	
Swami,	who	made	us	dive	into	the	
holy	name	for	a	week,	with	philoso-

Included in 
the nine-week 
Kirtan Course 
are lessons in 
the instruments 
traditionally 
used in Vaiṣṇava 
devotional 
music, as well 
as classes on 
the holy name 
and discussions 
of songs of 
Vaiṣṇava poets 
in Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu’s 
line.
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The Soul, 
  Its Condition,

And Its Path 
To Freedom

FROM	BIRTH to death we con-
stantly	change	our	body.	The	
body	we	have	now	is	different	 

from the one we had ten years ago, 
ten months ago, ten days ago, and 
even	ten	minutes	ago.	Nevertheless,	
some	deeper	part	of	us	remains	con-
stant.	This	part	is	the	soul,	which	has	
always	existed	and	will	always	exist.	
Kṛṣṇa	confirms	this	in	the	Bhagavad-
gītā (2.12)	when	He	states,	“Never	
was there a time when I did not exist, 
nor	you,	nor	all	these	kings;	nor	in	the	
future	shall	any	of	us	cease	to	be.”

At	death,	the	soul	does	not	cease	to	
exist;	it	simply	takes	on	a	new	body.	
Kṛṣṇa	also	affirms	this,	in	His	state-
ment	“As	the	embodied	soul	con-
tinuously	passes,	in	this	body,	from	
boyhood	to	youth	to	old	age,	the	soul	
similarly	passes	into	another	body	at	
death.	A	sober	person	is	not	bewil-
dered	by	such	a	change.”	(Gītā	2.13)	
We	living	entities	are	stuck	in	the	per-
petual	cycle	of	birth	and	death	known	

Self-realization entails knowing not 
only who we are, but also how to free 
ourselves from our state of bondage.

by	Akshay	Gupta

SOUL LEAVING BODY:	©	Ankdesign	|	Dreamstime.com	
KṚṢṆA	PLAYING	FLUTE:	Detail	from	a	painting	by	Jayarāma	Dāsa
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nectar	at	first	but	poison	at	the	 
end	is	said	to	be	of	the	nature	of	
passion.	And	that	happiness	which	 
is	blind	to	self-realization,	which	
is	delusion	from	beginning	to	end,	
and	which	arises	from	sleep,	lazi-
ness,	and	illusion	is	said	to	be	of	
the	nature	of	ignorance.	

	 	 				(Gītā	18.36–39)

Although	we	may	be	inclined	to	
laziness	and	sleep,	or	to	temporary	
enjoyment	and	sense	gratification,	
Kṛṣṇa	advises	that	for	our	long-term	 
happiness	we	should	engage	in	acts	 
that	culminate	in	self-realization.	Be- 
cause	self-realization	entails	awak-
ening	our	true	identity	as	spirit	souls	
in	the	service	of	Kṛṣṇa,	devotional	
service	is	a	path	to	self-realization.	 
Regulating	our	life	may	at	first	feel	
like	taking	poison,	but	when	we	
come to the transcendental position,  
we	enjoy	long-lasting	happiness.	
Kṛṣṇa	wants	us	to	love	Him,	and	so	 
He	has	mercifully	granted	us	the	free	
will	to	love	Him	of	our	own	accord.	
We	can	use	our	free	will	to	either	
serve	Kṛṣṇa	and	be	happy,	or	to	
serve māyā	and	continue	to	suffer	in	
material	existence.	

Akshay Gupta is a student at the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina at Chapel  
Hill.

as saṁsāra,	continually	taking	on	
and	giving	up	various	bodies	in	the	
process	of	reincarnation.	

Unfortunately,	society	today	has	
forgotten	the	eternal	soul.	People	
think	they	are	the	body.	This	illusion	
is	known	as	false	ego,	and	it	creates	
a	great	deal	of	suffering.	Because	we	
identify	with	our	bodies,	we	con- 
stantly	try	to	gratify	our	senses	in	the	
pursuit	of	temporary	pleasures.	In	
the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam	(5.5.4)	Lord	
Ṛṣabhadeva	describes	this	quest	as	
the	source	of	the	soul’s	bondage	in	
the material world: 

When	a	person	considers	sense	
gratification	the	aim	of	life,	he	
certainly	becomes	mad	after	ma- 
terialistic living and engages in all 
kinds	of	sinful	activity.	He	does	

not	know	that	due	to	his	past	mis-
deeds he has already received a 
body	which,	although	temporary,	
is	the	cause	of	his	misery.	Actually	
the	living	entity	should	not	have	
taken	on	a	material	body,	but	he	
has	been	awarded	the	material	 
body	for	sense	gratification.	There- 
fore	I	think	it	not	befitting	an	intel- 
ligent man to involve himself again 
in	the	activities	of	sense	gratifica-
tion	by	which	he	perpetually	gets	
material	bodies	one	after	another.

Furthermore,	pleasure	that	derives	
from	sense	gratification	only	causes	
misery.	As	Kṛṣṇa	explains,	“An	in- 
telligent	person	does	not	take	part	in	
the	sources	of	misery,	which	are	due	 
to	contact	with	the	material	senses.	
O	son	of	Kuntī,	such	pleasures	have	
a	beginning	and	an	end,	and	so	the	
wise	man	does	not	delight	in	them.”	
(Gītā	5.22)	Since	our	body	is	tempo-
rary, any satisfaction we may derive  
from	sense	gratification	is	also	tem-
porary	and	will	provide	only	mo- 

mentary	satisfaction	until	we	hanker	
to	gratify	our	senses	yet	again.	

Moreover,	trying	to	gratify	our	
senses	leads	to	anger,	delusion,	and	
bewilderment.	Kṛṣṇa	says,	

While	contemplating	the	objects	
of the senses, a person develops 
attachment for them, and from 
such	attachment	lust	develops,	
and	from	lust	anger	arises.	From	
anger,	complete	delusion	arises,	
and	from	delusion	bewilderment	 
of	memory.	When	memory	is	be-
wildered, intelligence is lost, and 
when intelligence is lost one falls 
down	again	into	the	material	pool.

	 	 			(Gītā	2.62–2.63)

Pursuing	sense	gratification	degrades	
one’s	intelligence.	But	Kṛṣṇa	offers	
a	solution	that	allows	the	living	

entity to achieve peace: “A person 
who	is	not	disturbed	by	the	inces-
sant	flow	of	desires	–	that	enter	like	
rivers into the ocean, which is ever 
being	filled	but	is	always	still	–	can	
alone achieve real peace, and not 
the	man	who	strives	to	satisfy	such	
desires.”	(Gītā	2.70)	Because	trying	
to	satisfy	bodily	desires	by	enjoy-
ing	sense	gratification	leads	to	anger,	
delusion,	and	bewilderment,	only	
by	controlling	desire	can	the	living	
entity	find	peace.	

The Covering of Illusion	
The	illusory	nature	of	matter	by	
which	it	covers	the	soul’s	knowl-
edge is called māyā,	or	illusion.	
When	people	fail	to	inquire	about	
the	nature	of	the	soul,	they	fall	vic-
tim to māyā as they let the tempo-
rary affairs of the material world 
govern	their	happiness.	Furthermore,	
since	people	do	not	use	their	intelli-
gence	to	ask	why	they	are	suffering	

or	how	they	can	get	out	of	saṁsāra, 
they	continue	to	reincarnate	through	
the	various	species	of	life.	

We	can	escape	saṁsāra and pre-
vent	ourselves	from	reincarnating	
again	in	the	material	world.	Kṛṣṇa	
has	explained	the	system	by	which	
the	soul	migrates	from	one	body	to	
another:	“Whatever	state	of	being	
one	remembers	when	he	quits	his	
body,	that	state	he	will	attain	with-
out	fail.”	(Gītā	8.6)	Therefore,	we	
have a degree of control over what 
our	next	life	will	be,	because	at	
death	our	thoughts	determine	our	
next	body.	

Because	the	three	modes	of	nature	
– goodness, passion, and ignorance 
– dominate the material world, the 
qualities	we	acquire	from	the	modes	
shape	our	actions	and	thus	influence	 
our	thoughts	at	death.	“When	one	
dies	in	the	mode	of	goodness,	he	at-
tains	to	the	pure	planets	of	the	great	
sages.	When	one	dies	in	the	mode	of	
passion,	he	takes	birth	among	those	
engaged	in	fruitive	activities;	and	
when one dies in the mode of igno-
rance,	he	takes	birth	in	the	animal	
kingdom.”	(Gītā	14.14–15)

For someone who leads a life in 
the	mode	of	goodness,	the	next	birth	
will	be	in	the	higher,	or	heavenly,	
planets.	Someone	controlled	mainly	
by	the	mode	of	passion	will	be	at- 
tached	to	fruitive	activities	and,	filled	
with desires at death, will receive 
a	suitable	human	body	to	carry	
out	more	fruitive	activities.	Lastly,	
someone	who	lives	ignorantly	like	
an animal will have animalistic 
thoughts	at	death	and	receive	an	 
animal	body	in	the	next	life.	

Regardless	of	the	mode	that	pre-
dominates,	one	is	still	stuck	in	saṁ-
sāra	and	subject	to	birth	and	death.	
Only	by	thinking	of	Kṛṣṇa	at	death	
can	the	soul	gain	liberation	from	
material	existence.	“And	whoever,	
at	the	end	of	his	life,	quits	his	body	
remembering	Me	alone	at	once	
attains	my	nature.	Of	this	there	is	no	
doubt.”	(Gītā	8.5)	Kṛṣṇa	then	reas-
sures	us	that	once	with	Him	we	do	
not	have	to	take	birth	again:	“From	
the highest planet in the material 

world down to the lowest, all are 
places of misery wherein repeated 
birth	and	death	take	place.	But	one	
who	attains	to	My	abode,	O	son	
of	Kuntī,	never	takes	birth	again.”	
(Gītā	8.16)

We	must	be	careful,	however,	not	 
to	think	we	can	arrogantly	sin	and	
then	simply	think	of	Kṛṣṇa	at	death	
to	enter	the	spiritual	world.	Our	cu- 
mulative	thoughts	and	actions	
throughout	life	influence	our	thoughts	
at	death.	Therefore,	we	should	struc-
ture	our	life	so	that	we	can	never	
forget	Kṛṣṇa.	After	all,	if	we	cannot	
remember	Kṛṣṇa	when	struggling	 
for existence, then how can we hope  
to	think	of	Kṛṣṇa	in	our	final	moments,	
when	our	bodily	processes	are	 
shutting	down?

Remembering Kr. s.n. a at Death	

By engaging in devotional service 
to	Kṛṣṇa,	we	can	always	remem-
ber	Kṛṣṇa,	even	at	death.	Śrīmad-
Bhāgavatam	(7.5.23–24)	outlines	the	
process of devotional service: 

Hearing	and	chanting	about	the	
transcendental holy name, form, 
qualities,	paraphernalia,	and	pas-
times	of	Lord	Viṣṇu,	remembering	
them,	serving	the	lotus	feet	of	the	
Lord, offering the Lord respect-
ful	worship	with	sixteen	types	of	
paraphernalia, offering prayers to 
the	Lord,	becoming	His	servant,	
considering	the	Lord	one’s	best	
friend,	and	surrendering	every-
thing	unto	Him	(in	other	words,	
serving	Him	with	the	body,	mind	
and	words)	–	these	nine	processes	
are	accepted	as	pure	devotional	
service.

We	should	not	view	devotional	 
service	as	a	troublesome	responsi-
bility	we	must	undertake	to	be	freed	
from saṁsāra. In	the	process	of	de- 
votional	service,	we	can	be	so	happy	 
that we lose all other desires except  
to	serve	Kṛṣṇa.	Caitanya	Mahā- 
prabhu	has	stated,	“My	dear	Lord	
Kṛṣṇa,	I	do	not	want	material	wealth	
from	You,	nor	do	I	want	followers,	a	
beautiful	wife,	or	the	results	of	frui-
tive	activities.	I	only	pray	that	by	

Your	causeless	mercy	You	give	Me	
pure	devotional	service	to	You,	life	
after	life.”	(Caitanya-caritāmṛta, 
Antya	20.30).	Materialists	want	
wealth,	many	followers,	a	beautiful	
mate,	and	the	results	of	their	fruit-
ive	activities.	But	one	who	tastes	the	
bliss	of	devotional	service	loses	all	
material	desires.	

Because	of	māyā’s	powerful	grasp	
on	us,	our	love	for	Kṛṣṇa	lies	dormant.	
While	rendering	devotional	service,	
we	may	feel	discouraged	because	we	
are	used	to	instant	gratification.	But	
Kṛṣṇa	assures	us	that	although	the	
process	of	devotional	service	may	be	
troublesome	at	first,	ultimately	we	
can	truly	be	happy.	In	describing	the	
different types of happiness one can 
experience,	Kṛṣṇa	states:	

O	best	of	the	Bhāratas,	now	please	
hear	from	Me	about	the	three	
kinds	of	happiness	which	the	con-
ditioned	soul	enjoys,	and	by	which	
he sometimes comes to the end 
of	all	distress.	That	which	in	the	
beginning	may	be	just	like	poison	 
but	at	the	end	is	just	like	nectar	
and	which	awakens	one	to	self-
realization	is	said	to	be	happiness	
in	the	mode	of	goodness.	That	
happiness which is derived from 
contact of the senses with their 
objects	and	which	appears	like	

Because we identify with our bodies, we 
constantly try to gratify our senses in the 
pursuit of temporary pleasures.

How to Put BTG in Your Will
After	providing	for	their	families	and	loved	ones,	subscribers	may	want	
to	put	Back to Godhead	in	their	wills,	thus	helping	to	assure	the	long-
term	future	of	this	work.	In	the	USA,	bequests	are	free	of	estate	tax	and	
can	substantially	reduce	the	amount	of	your	assets	claimed	by	the	gov-
ernment.*	You	can	give	needed	support	for	Back to Godhead by	simply	
including	the	following	words	in	your	will:	I give, devise, and bequeath 
to Back	to	Godhead, 18024 NW 112th Blvd., Alachua, FL 32615 (insert	
amount	being	given	here) to be used to support Back	to	Godhead and 
its related activities.	A	bequest	can	be	a	specific	dollar	amount,	a	spe-
cific	piece	of	property,	a	percentage	of	an	estate,	or	all	or	part	of	the	
residue	of	an	estate.	You	can	also	name	BTG	as	a	contingency	benefi-
ciary	in	the	event	someone	named	in	your	will	is	no	longer	living.	It	is		
recommended	that	a	lawyer	help	in	drafting	or	amending	a	will.

	
*If	you	live	outside	the	USA,	check	the	estate	tax	laws	for	your	country.
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PURE	VAIṢṆAVAS	care	deeply.	
They	feel	the	suffering	of	oth-
ers	in	the	core	of	their	hearts.	

Their greatest compassionate wish is 
to	lead	others	away	from	their	suf-
fering	once	and	for	all	–	by	helping	
them	go	back	home,	back	to	God-
head.	Until	people	reconnect	with	

  Vaisnava 
Compassion
Vaiṣṇava acts of compassion are valuable even when 

apparently not on the level of transcendence.

by	Māyāpura-śaśi	Dāsa

Lord	Kṛṣṇa	and	hear	how	to	lead	their	
lives in His service, they will never 
achieve	true	happiness,	free	from	
suffering.	

Since	Vaiṣṇavas	aim	for	that	most	
compassionate act of leading people  
back	to	the	Lord,	can	they	reasonably	
justify	becoming	involved	with	com-
passionate	and	charitable	acts	of	a	
more	“mundane”	nature?	

First	let	us	briefly	look	at	the	word	
compassion. According to the Oxford 
English dictionary, compassion is 
“sympathetic pity and concern for the 
sufferings	of	others.”	Definitions	else-
where	add	that	to	be	true	compassion,	
this	feeling	must	then	lead	to	action.	In	
fact,	we	find	different	concepts	of	what	
compassion	means,	some	people	argu-
ing that it is an emotional response, 
while others claiming it is something 
beyond	emotion.	
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Hare Kṛṣṇa Food 
for Life volunteers 
distribute food and 

water to Syrian 
refugees last 

November (main 
photo). Inset: 

hot meals for Sri 
Lankan tsunami 
victims in 2004.
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The Vedic tradition has many words  
and	phrases	to	describe	the	subtle	 
feelings of compassion: mercy, pity, 
the	wish	to	relieve	others’	sorrows	
and	difficulties,	the	inclination	to	
treat	others	as	one	would	wish	to	be	
treated.	Some	words	describe	the	
state	of	one’s	mind	after	seeing	and	
understanding	others’	pain	and	suf-
fering.	Vedic	literature	has	many	ref-
erences to compassion, as do the 
teachings	of	the	great	Vaiṣṇavas	in	
Lord	Caitanya’s	line.

Śrīla	Bhaktivinoda	Ṭhākura	(1838–
1914),	for	example,	was	the	preem-
inent	Vaiṣṇava	scholar	of	his	time.	
He	was	the	father	of	Bhaktisiddhānta	
Sarasvatī	Ṭhākura,	who	was	himself	
a	great	spiritual	leader	and	the	spir-
itual	master	of	ISKCON’s	founder-
ācārya, His	Divine	Grace	A.	C.	
Bhaktivedanta	Swami	Prabhupāda.	
Śrīla	Bhaktivinoda	Ṭhākura	wrote	
in Tattva Viveka, Tattva Sutra, and 
Amnaya Sutra: A Comprehensive 
Exposition of the Spiritual Reality 
(Sree	Gaudiya	Math,	2001):

Those	who	think	that	devotion	 
to	God	and	kindness	to	the	jīvas 
[souls]	are	mutually	different	from	
each other, and perform accord-
ingly	in	their	life,	such	persons	
will	not	be	able	to	follow	the	
devotional	culture.	Their	perfor-
mances	are	only	a	semblance	of	
devotion.	Therefore,	all	the	types	
of	beneficence	to	others,	like	
kindness,	friendliness,	forgive-
ness, charity, respect, and so on, 
are	included	in	bhakti.	.	.	.	The	
actions of respect, friendliness 
and	kindness	are	the	very	form	of	
love and the characteristic portion 
of bhakti: charity of medicines, 
clothes,	food,	water,	etc.,	shelter	 
during	adversities,	teaching	of	
academic	and	spiritual	educations,	
etc.,	are	the	activities	included	in	
the	devotional	culture.	

In the Bhagavad-gītā (1.28)	Arjuna	
says,	“My	dear	Kṛṣṇa,	seeing	my	
friends	and	relatives	present	before	
me	in	such	a	fighting	spirit,	I	feel	the	
limbs	of	my	body	quivering	and	my	
mouth	drying	up.”	Śrīla	Prabhupāda	
comments: 

Arjuna,	just	after	seeing	his	kins-
men, friends, and relatives on the  
battlefield,	was	at	once	over-
whelmed	by	compassion	for	them	 
who	had	so	decided	to	fight	amongst	 
themselves.	As	far	as	his	soldiers	

is important in the context of the 
topic	of	compassion.	

Śrīla	Kṛṣṇadāsa	Kavirāja	Go- 
svāmī,	the	author	of	Śrī Caitanya-
caritāmṛta,	lists	twenty-six	good	
qualities	of	a	Vaiṣṇava.	Among	other	
things,	devotees	work	for	everyone’s	 
benefit	and	are	friendly,	merciful,	re- 
spectful,	magnanimous,	kind	to	every- 
one,	and	equal	to	everyone.	How	
compassionate	a	Vaiṣṇava	must	be!

During	a	lecture	in	Kazakhstan,	 
Nirañjana	Swami,	an	ISKCON	

were concerned, he was sympa-
thetic	from	the	beginning,	but	he	
felt compassion even for the sol-
diers of the opposite party, fore-
seeing	their	imminent	death.	 
.	.	.	He	was	also	crying	out	of	com- 
passion.	Such	symptoms	in	Arjuna	
were	not	due	to	weakness	but	to	
his softheartedness, a characteris-
tic	of	a	pure	devotee	of	the	Lord.

Although	Kṛṣṇa	then	urged	Arjuna	to	
fight,	Śrīla	Prabhupāda’s	comment	
about	“softheartedness”	in	the	purport	

leader in the former Soviet Union, 
spoke	about	Vaiṣṇava	compassion:

This whole theme expands from 
one line in The Nectar of Devotion 
–	that	one	should	not	give	unnec-
essary	trouble	to	any	living	entity.	
This	is	a	principle	of	Kṛṣṇa	con-
sciousness	that	every	Vaiṣṇava	
should	aspire	to	achieve	because,	
as we say every day: 

vāñchā-kalpatarubhyaś ca
     kṛpā-sindhubhya eva ca

patitānāṁ pāvanebhyo
     vaiṣṇavebhyo namo namaḥ

We	offer	obeisances	to	the	Vaiṣ- 
ṇava	devotees	of	the	Lord,	who	
are	full	of	compassion	for	the	fal-
len,	conditioned	souls.	It	is	a	very	
important	quality	of	a	Vaiṣṇava	to	
be	compassionate	with	others.	And	
one of the symptoms of this com-
passion is that a devotee cannot 
tolerate	seeing	others	suffer.

Śrīla	Bhaktivinoda	Ṭhākura	writes	in	
Jaiva Dharma,

A	natural	human	sentiment,	com-
passion	finds	its	highest	expres-
sion	in	the	works	of	devotees	of	
the	Lord.	The	tenderness	of	the	
heart	experienced	toward	Kṛṣṇa	is	
known	as	bhakti. All other jīvas 
are	servants	of	Kṛṣṇa.	When	one	
experiences tenderness of heart 
toward	them,	it	is	known	as	dayā, 
compassion.	Therefore,	compas-
sion	is	included	within	bhakti.

In	his	journal	Sajjana-toṣanī	(9/9)	he	
wrote:

Exhibiting	compassion	towards	
living	entities	is	of	three	kinds.	
Display of compassion in regard 
to	the	gross	body	of	the	living	
entities	is	counted	among	pious	
activities.	Distributing	free	food	to	
the	hungry	people,	distributing	 
free medicine to the diseased per-
sons,	distributing	free	water	to	
the	thirsty	people,	and	distribut-
ing clothes to persons who are 
afflicted	with	cold	are	all	born	
from the compassion in regard to 
the	body.	Giving	free	education	
is	borne	from	the	compassion	in	
regard to the mind of the living 
entities.	But	the	highest	kind	of	
compassion	is	in	regard	to	the	soul	
of	the	living	entities.	From	such	
compassionate propensity, the 
eagerness for delivering the fallen 
souls	from	the	miseries	of	material	 
existence	by	awarding	them	the	
devotional	service	to	Kṛṣṇa	is	
produced.

In	1974	Śrīla	Prabhupāda,	from	the	 
veranda	outside	his	room	in	Śrī	
Māyāpura-dhāma,	saw	a	group	of	

By mid-September last year, 
Food for Life Global had already 

distributed ten thousand plates 
of prasādam – along with other 

forms of comfort – in various 
parts of Europe. Shown here: 

Ljubljana, Slovenia.
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local	children	fighting	with	street	
dogs	over	scraps	of	food.	Jayapatāka	
Swami recalls:

When	Prabhupada	saw	how	children	 
had	to	fight	dogs	to	eat	throw- 
aways,	he	started	to	cry.	Tears	
were	coming	down.	He	said,	
“How	hungry	they	must	be.”	Who	
would	stoop	to	that	situation,	to	
fight	off	dogs	to	eat	things	that	
other	people	had	thrown	away?	
Prabhupāda	was	so	moved	by	
these	hungry	children	that	he	said,	
“We	have	to	organize	in	such	a	
way	that	nobody	within	a	ten-mile	 
radius	of	the	temple	is	hungry.	
Everyone	should	have	food	to	eat.”	 
That’s	when	they	organized	
“ISKCON	Food	Relief,”	which	
later	became	“Food	for	Life.”	
Prabhupāda	wanted	a	regular	pro-
gram of prasadam	distribution,	
and	we	were	distributing	seven	
days	a	week.	 
(Memories: Anecdotes of a  
Modern-Day Saint,	Vol.	1,	Tape	2)

Śrīla	Prabhupāda’s	message	was	
clear,	and	soon	Kṛṣṇa	devotees	were	
inspired	to	create	a	global	network	
of	free-food	kitchens,	cafes,	vans,	
and	mobile	services.

These	beginnings	developed	into	
Food for Life initiatives that provide 
food	relief	around	the	world,	bring-
ing ISKCON wider recognition in 
society.	The	program	serves	two	

million prasādam meals a day and 
reacts	to	worldwide	disasters,	mak-
ing Food for Life one of the largest  
food-relief	organizations	in	the	
world.	And	the	food	distributed	is	
prasādam	–	sanctified	food,	which	
brings	transcendental	benefit.	

Charitable Activities
By Food for Life

Here	are	just	a	few	examples	of	Food	
for	Life’s	activities:

In	the	war	zone	of	Sarajevo,	Bosnia- 
Herzegovina	during	the	1990s,	Food	
for	Life	volunteers	visited	hospitals,	 
orphanages,	basement	shelters,	homes	 
for	the	elderly,	and	institutes	for	han- 
dicapped	children	every	day	through- 
out	the	three-year	conflict,	distributing	
over	twenty	tons	of	food.

In his article	“Grozny	Journal:	 
Krishnas	Cast	Bread	on	Roiling	 
Waters	in	Russia”	(December	12,	
1995),	New York Times	writer	Mi- 
chael	Specter	noted	Food	for	Life’s	
incredible	compassionate	work	in	
war-torn	Grozny,	Chechnya: 

Here,	they	have	a	reputation	like	
the one Mother Teresa has in Cal-
cutta:	it’s	not	hard	finding	people	
to	swear	they	are	saints.	In	a	city	
full	of	lies,	greed	and	corruption,	
the	Krishnas	deliver	the	goods.	
Each day they serve more than 
1,000 hot meals, as many as any 

organization	in	the	city.	
“Whatever	they	do	God	helps	

them	do	it,”	said	Raisa	Malo-
cheva,	72,	who	has	been	in	Gro-
zny	every	minute	of	the	last	year,	
when	it	has	practically	been	lev-
eled.	“They	are	the	only	people	
left	in	my	life	I	can	rely	on.”	At	
least	two	dozen	people	waiting	for	
lunch	applauded	when	she	spoke.	

There are no hard sells from 
the	Krishna	team	in	Grozny.	It	

wouldn’t	do	them	any	good.	
“These	people	have	been	

through	enough,”	said	Viktor	Mak- 
arov,	a	slight	31-year-old	Krishna	
member	from	St.	Petersburg	who	
has	been	living	in	Grozny	for	six	
months.	“They	are	destroyed.	
They	hardly	need	us	telling	them	
to	look	on	the	bright	side.”*

As	I	write	this,	a	wonderful	example	 
of	Vaiṣṇava	compassion	is	taking	 
place	in	the	war-torn	city	of	Donetsk,	
Ukraine.	When	Kiśora	Gopāla	Dāsa,	
Yūtheśvarī	Dāsī,	and	others	at	the	
ISKCON	temple	in	Donetsk	wit-
nessed	firsthand	the	deteriorating	sit-
uation,	they	decided	they	had	to	do	

*	http://www.nytimes.com/1995/12/12/world/grozny-journal-krishnas-cast-bread-on-
roiling-waters-in-russia.html

Yamarāja	Dāsa

Viśākhā	Devī	Dāsī

ISKCON Food Relief, here in 
action in the 1970s (left) and 
1980s (above), was inspired by 
Śrīla Prabhupāda in India in 1974. 
Its current incarnation as ISKCON 
Food Relief Foundation feeds 
1.2 million Indian schoolchildren 
every school day.
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something	to	spread	Kṛṣṇa’s	mercy.
“Horrible	things	were	around	us,” 

	Yūtheśvarī	says.	“Citizens	began	to	 
kill	each	other.	We	understood	we	 
had	to	act.	But	it	was	dangerous	to	 
distribute	books	or	go	on	harināma. 
So	we	decided	to	distribute	prasāda.”	

They now prepare prasādam and 
distribute	it	to	600–800	people	daily.

In	a	letter	to	Satyahita	Dāsa,	16	 
March	1974,	Śrīla	Prabhupāda	wrote:

Now I am especially concerned to 
distribute	grains,	rice,	wheat	in	the	
form of dahl and rice prasadam 
to	hungry	people	all	over	India.	
The	people	here	are	very	disturbed	
because,	partly	due	to	the	punish-
ment	of	Nature,	and	partly	due	to	
the mismanagement of the demon 
class	of	men,	food	is	not	available.	
If	the	people	do	not	even	have	suf-
ficient	food	they	will	not	even	be	
able	to	receive	spiritual	instruc-
tions.	So	I	am	hopeful	that	if	we	
can	widely	distribute	free	food-
stuffs	to	the	people	of	India,	by	
giving	it	out	at	our	centers	as	well	

as	by	travelling	parties	to	villages,	
we	will	win	over	the	whole	coun-
try	and	the	whole	world	by	this	
activity	on	Krsna’s	behalf.

The	final	line	is	especially	relevant	
to this article, as it shows that ISK-
CON’s	founder-ācārya saw how the 
distribution	of	prasādam	would	win	
over	the	whole	world.	Thus	he	saw	
prasādam	distribution	not	as	isolated	
acts	of	compassion,	but	as	a	link	to	
the greater goal of leading people 
back	to	Kṛṣṇa.

Everyday Acts of Compassion	

The	examples	quoted	above	are	of	
course	“large	scale,”	but	Vaiṣṇavas	
can also show compassion in their 
everyday	lives.	I	saw	one	such	ex-
ample	during	my	last	visit	to	Śrī	
Māyāpura-dhāma.	I	observed	a	
group	of	bemused	visitors	watching	
a female resident stoop down and 
tenderly	pick	up	a	huge	bright-green	
grub	that	was	slowly	crawling	across	
the	busy	pathway.	I	asked	if	she	

world	was	dramatically	demon- 
strated	in	Sukhumi,	Georgia	after	 
the	most	extreme	atrocities	occurred	 
there	in	the	early	1990s.	Mayūradvaja	
Dāsa	skillfully	led	devotees	for	over	
a year in providing food for war 
victims,	including	the	old,	young,	
immobile,	and	infirm.	Those	selfless	
devotees	risked	their	lives	to	ensure	
that	the	most	vulnerable	at	least	had	
food.	In	1995	the	then	temple	pres-
ident	of	Sukhumi,	Rāghava	Paṇḍita	
Dāsa,	was	murdered.	The	mayor	and	
many	other	prominent	city	officials	
publicly	praised	him	and	arranged	
for	a	large	public	funeral,	such	was	
the high esteem with which the dev-
otees	were	held	by	the	whole	com-
munity,	due	in	no	small	part	to	their	 
acts	of	brave	and	selfless	compassion.	

ISKCON’s	compassionate	activi-
ties	can	boost	its	public	recognition	 
in	a	positive	way.	Undoubtedly	some	
people	will	be	inclined	to	learn	more	
about	ISKCON	and	Kṛṣṇa,	who	in- 
spires	devotees	to	perform	selfless	
acts.	Therefore	not	only	do	acts	of	
compassion	help	those	in	need,	but	
they also attract more people to learn 
about	Śrīla	Prabhupāda’s	teachings	 
and	thus	progress	back	toward	Kṛṣṇa.	
That’s	the	greatest	compassion	and	
the	movement’s	ultimate	goal.	

Charity in the Three Modes	

We	need	to	be	aware,	of	course,	of	
the	three	modes	of	nature in relation  
to	any	intention	to	do	charitable	
work.	Giving	charity	to	someone	
who	will	use	it	in	an	impure	way	is	
said	to	be	in	the	mode	of	ignorance	
(tamo-guṇa).	Giving	charity	with	the	
expectation of receiving something 
in	return,	or	giving	reluctantly	out	of	
a	sense	of	duty,	is	acting	in	the	mode	
of	passion	(rajo-guṇa).	Giving	char-
ity	with	no	thought	of	“What’s	in	it	
for	me?”	–	giving	with	care,	at	the	
correct time and place, and to a wor-
thy recipient – is an act in the mode 
of	goodness	(sattva-guṇa).	Atten-
tion	to	time,	place,	and	circumstance	
is	therefore	essential	for	a	Vaiṣṇava	
when	considering	a	charitable	act.

None	of	this	in	any	way	reduces	

the importance of the higher aim 
of	helping	people	return	to	Kṛṣṇa.	
This	is	the	Vaiṣṇava’s	greatest	com-
passion.	Keeping	the	teachings	of	
Śrīla	Prabhupāda	clearly	in	the	cen-
ter of all we do, we can achieve 
this	in	different	ways	–	including	in	
our	more	“mundane”	compassion-
ate	acts.	Being	truly	and	genuinely	
compassionate	in	our	everyday	lives	
can	only	help	us	realize	this	ultimate	
goal.	That	can	include	something	as	
simple	as	smiling	at	a	stranger.	

It	is	clearly	understandable	why	
Śrīla	Prabhupāda	did	not	want	his	
first	devotees	to	be	distracted	by	a	
variety	of	activities,	but	now	ISK-
CON is an immensely larger orga-
nization	with	thousands	of	devotees	
all over the world, and therefore 
with	a	capacity	to	become	actively	
engaged	in	different	levels	of	society.	
Through	the	compassionate	activi-
ties many devotees are engaged in 

needed any help, and she said she 
didn’t,	and	then	showed	me	the	grub.	 
With	an	angelic	smile	she	commented	
on	its	“sweet	face”	and	how	she	was	
worried	it	would	get	stepped	on.	
Such	a	simple	act,	and	yet	all	who	
watched	her	were	surely	struck	by	
the	compassion	she	had	shown.	I’m	
sure	they	left	with	a	positive	impres-
sion	of	how	a	true	Vaiṣṇava	always	
feels compassion, even for an  
insignificant	grub.

In	Mukunda	Goswami’s	fascinat- 
ing	book	Inside the Hare Kṛṣṇa 
Movement,	he	quotes	an	editorial	
from the former newspaper Hare 
Krishna World (Jan/Feb	1995):	“De- 
votees are not meant to live in ivory 
chambers,	shrinking	back	from	the	
world and devoting themselves solely 
to	the	attainment	of	otherworldly	sal- 
vation.	We	have	to	show	the	public	
that	we	can	benefit	their	lives,	indi-
vidually	and	collectively.	If	someone	
asks,	‘What’s	in	it	for	me?’	–	we’d	
better	have	some	plausible	answers.”

Devotees’	participation	in	this	

today,	always	mindful	of	time,	place,	
and	circumstance,	the	glories	of	
Śrīla	Prabhupāda’s	vision	is	reaching	
many more millions of people than 
might	otherwise	be	reached.	

A	Vaiṣṇava	can	show	compassion	
on	many	levels,	including	distrib-
uting	the	holy	name,	literature,	and	
prasādam and performing other acts 
of	kindness	to	relieve	the	suffering	
of	others.	I	close	with	this	beautiful	
quotation	from	Śrīla	Bhaktivinoda	
Ṭhākura:	“One	should	be	merciful	 
and	not	cause	anxiety	to	any	living	 
entity.	The	heart	should	always	be	
filled	with	compassion	for	others.	Ex- 
hibiting	mercy	to	all	living	entities	 
is	one	of	the	limbs	of	devotional	
service.”	

Māyāpura-śaśi Dāsa, a disciple of  
His Holiness Keśava Bhāratī Goswami,  
is a retired British Army officer living 
in Taiwan.

The largest Vedic temple to be built in thou- 
sands of years. To learn about the project, 
keep track of its progress, and see how you 
can get involved, visit the following sites:
        

         • facebook.com/tovp.mayapur
        • youtube.com/user/tovpinfo
        • tovp.org

Mayapur, West Bengal, India

TEMPLE OF THE 

VEDIC PLANETARIUM
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Let	me	offer	my	respectful	obeisances	unto	the	all- 
			aus	picious	Lord	Śrī	Kṛṣṇa,	about	whom	glorification,	

remembrances,	audience,	prayers,	hearing,	and	worship	
can	at	once	cleanse	the	effects	of	all	sins	of	the	performer.

Let	me	offer	my	respectful	obeisances	again	and	again	
unto	the	all-auspicious	Lord	Śrī	Kṛṣṇa.	The	highly	intel-
lectual,	simply	by	surrendering	unto	His	lotus	feet,	are	
relieved	of	all	attachments	to	present	and	future	existences	
and	without	difficulty	progress	toward	spiritual	existence.

Let	me	offer	my	respectful	obeisances	unto	the	all-
auspicious	Lord	Śrī	Kṛṣṇa	again	and	again	because	the	
great learned sages, the great performers of charity, the 
great	workers	of	distinction,	the	great	philosophers	and	
mystics, the great chanters of the Vedic hymns, and the 
great followers of Vedic principles cannot achieve any 
fruitful	result	without	dedication	of	such	great	qualities	to	
the	service	of	the	Lord.
	 	 											–	Śrīla	Śukadeva	Gosvāmī
                Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam	2.4.15–17
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become	Kṛṣṇa	conscious	as	well.	Prabhupāda	
would	say	that	Lord	Caitanya’s	order	now	
applied	to	the	Americans	and	Europeans	who	
had	taken	up	Kṛṣṇa	consciousness.	If	they	valued	
what	they	had	received,	naturally	they	should	
want	to	pass	it	on	to	others.

Another	Hindu	superstition	was	that	Hindus	 
don’t	preach.	The	source	of	this	idea	may	be	the	
mistaken	but	popular	notion	that	all	paths	are	
equal	and	eventually	lead	to	the	same	destination.	 
Lord	Kṛṣṇa	clearly	refutes	this	misconception	
in the Bhagavad-gītā	(9.25).	Prabhupāda	argued	
that	anything	beneficial	to	the	world	should	be	
spread.	What	can	be	more	beneficial	than	know-
ing who we are, who God is, what this world is, 
how	we	must	act	for	success	in	life,	and	so	on?	

Because	of	a	superficial	view	of	the	Hare	
Kṛṣṇa	movement,	people	sometimes	challenged	
Prabhupāda	by	asking	what	he	was	doing	to	help	
humanity.	He	would	reply	that	he	was	giving	the	
best	education.	Certainly	educating	people	in	
eternal	religious	principles	is	welfare	work	of	the	
highest	order.

In some circles, the preacher is considered 
to	be	in	a	lower	spiritual	status	than	the	devo-
tee whose life is spent in a holy place, meditat-
ing	on	Kṛṣṇa.	At	least	two	points	uphold	Śrīla	
Prabhupāda’s	preeminent	position	among	the	
Lord’s	devotees.	First,	he	spent	his	life	carrying	
out	the	direct	order	of	his	guru	to	spread	Kṛṣṇa	
consciousness.	That	in	itself	makes	his	life	per-
fect.	But	second,	the	greatest	lovers	of	Kṛṣṇa	
preach	not	only	to	fulfill	the	desire	of	their	guru	
and	Kṛṣṇa	(Gītā	18.68–69),	but	because	their	
love	for	Kṛṣṇa	and	their	compassion	for	human-
ity	impel	them	to	do	so.	The	preacher’s	heart	
is	filled	with	love	and	compassion,	and	there’s	
nothing	better	than	that.

              – Nāgarāja Dāsa

FROM THE EDITOR

Srıla Prabhupada the Preacher
AT THE TIME	Śrīla	Prabhupāda	left	India	for	
America,	a	superstition	among	the	religious	in	
India held that a sannyāsī	should	never	cross	the	
ocean.	The	rationale	apparently	was	that	the	dec-
adence	of	the	world	outside	India	would	destroy	
the	purity	of	any	sannyāsī	who	did	so.	

Fortunately,	superstition	held	no	sway	over	
Śrīla	Prabhupāda.	Rather,	his	resolute	faith	in	the	
order	of	his	spiritual	master	powered	his	actions.	
His	very	first	meeting	with	Śrīla	Bhaktisiddhānta	
Sarasvatī	lit	within	him	the	desire	to	spread	the	
message	of	Lord	Kṛṣṇa,	specifically	as	taught	
and	demonstrated	by	Śrī	Caitanya	Mahāprabhu,	
and	that	desire	eventually	carried	him	across	the	
ocean.	

Śrīla	Prabhupāda	always	considered	that	the	
institution	he	created	–	the	International	Society	 
for	Krishna	Consciousness	–	was	a	preaching	 
movement.	He	would	often	refer	to	it	as	his	spir-
itual	master’s	movement,	which	he	was	trying	 
his	best	to	carry	forward.	In	this	service	to	his	
guru,	he	enlisted	the	help	of	young	men	and	
women, and he expressed heartfelt appreciation 
for	their	assistance,	even	saying	that	his	spiritual	
master	had	sent	them	to	him.

Significantly,	Śrīla	Prabhupāda	requested	
even	his	earliest	followers	to	spread	Kṛṣṇa	con-
sciousness.	They	were	just	learning	the	basics,	
but	Prabhupāda	made	it	clear	right	from	the	
beginning	that	the	transcendental	knowledge	
given	by	Lord	Kṛṣṇa	should	be	spread	all	over	
the	world.	When	he	incorporated	his	“inter-
national”	society,	it	had	only	one	center,	but	
Prabhupāda	was	thinking	far	beyond	New	York’s	
Lower	East	Side.

Prabhupāda	would	often	cite	Lord	Caitanya’s	
entreaty	that	every	Indian	should	make	his	or	her	
life	successful	by	becoming	Kṛṣṇa	conscious	and	
then	do	the	best	welfare	work	by	helping	others	 

Srıla Prabhupada’s Legacy

The Beginning –	Compiled	from	Śrīla	
Prabhupāda’s	diary	written	during	his	first	
year	in	the	USA.	Hardbound,	240	pages,	9¾"	
x 101⁄4".	$24.95 B6BH272

The Jaladuta Diary –	Compiled	from	Śrīla	
Prabhupāda’s	diary	written	during	the	35-day	
journey	that	almost	didn’t	change	history.	
Hardbound,	103	pages,	9¾"	x	101⁄4".	$24.95 
B6BH273

Collected Teachings of Śrīla 
Prabhupāda, 7 Volumes – All of 
Prabhupāda’s	lectures	on	Śrī Caitanya-
caritāmṛta, The Nectar of Devotion, and 
Śrī Īśopaniṣad, as well as philosophical 
discussions	and	lectures	at	various	
events.	Hardbound,	6"	x	9".	$174.95 
B6BM229	

Śrīla Prabhupāda MP3 Audio Library, 16 GB USB Drive – 
Lectures,	music,	morning	walks,	chanting,	and	much	more,	all	
with	digitally	remastered	and	enhanced	sound.	Hours	of	audio	
programs	on	one	convenient	16	GB	flash	drive	in	a	golden	
organza	drawstring	bag.	$49.95 B6DM108

The Complete Teachings (Bhaktivedanta VedaBase) –	All	of	Śrîla	Prabhu-
pāda’s	recorded	words	at	your	fingertips	within	moments	with	Folio	Views	Info-
base.	Searchable,	user-friendly,	and	comprehensive.	(Call	or	shop	online	for	full	
details.)	$99.95 B6BD225

A Transcendental Diary – By 
Hari	Śauri	Dāsa.	This	series	
by	one	of	Śrīla	Prabhupāda’s	
personal	attendants	recounts	in	
detail	Prabhupāda’s	journeys	and	
activities	during	an	intense	part	
of	Prabhupāda’s	life.	He	traveled	
around	the	world,	opened	
temples,	spoke	with	celebrities	
and	supporters,	and	corresponded	
with followers and disciples 
by	the	hundreds.	5½"	x	8½".	
Softbound,	$12.95 
Hardbound,	$16.95

Vol. 1	–	Softbound,	B6BS281
Vol. 2	–	Softbound,	B6BS282	
Vol. 3	–	Softbound,	B6BS283
Vol. 4	–	Softbound,	B6BS284
Vol. 5	–	Hardbound,	B6BH285
(More	options	available	online.)

COMPLETE	1973,	’74,	’75,	
&	’77 AUDIO

Find many more books 
and CDs about Srıla Prabhupada 

at store.krishna.com

Audio Collections – These complete archival editions of the 
original	audio	recordings	in	MP3	format	are	largely	unedited	
and	unenhanced.	Each	collection	contains	a	year’s	worth	
of	Prabhupāda’s	classes,	morning	walks,	room	conversa-
tions,	press	conferences,	lectures,	arrival	addresses,	inter-
views,	and	more,	all	extracted	from	the	original	media	(reels	
and	cassettes).	Contains	new	material	as	well	as	previously	
released	material.	$49.95 each

The Complete 1973 Audio, 16GB USB Flash Drive –      
					414	files,	250	hours.	B6DM113
The Complete 1974 Audio, 16GB USB Flash Drive –    
					439	files,	250	hours.	B6DM112
The Complete 1975 Audio, 16GB USB Flash Drive – 
					563	files,	315	hours.	B6DM111
The Complete 1976 Audio, 32GB USB Flash Drive – 
					703	files,	340	hours.	B6DM109
The Complete 1977 Audio, 16GB USB Flash Drive –   
					387	files,	237	hours.	B6DM110

(16GB)

(32GB)
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VEDIC THOUGHTS
In ignorance, people are imag-
ining	the	form	of	the	Lord;	some-
times He has no form and sometimes 
He	has	form,	according	to	their	different	im- 
aginations.	But	the	presentation	of	Kṛṣṇa	in	the	
Brahma-saṁhitā is vijñāna	–	scientific,	expe-
rienced	knowledge	given	by	Lord	Brahmā	and	
accepted	by	Lord	Caitanya.	There	is	no	doubt	
about	it.	Śrī	Kṛṣṇa’s	form,	Śrī	Kṛṣṇa’s	flute,	
Kṛṣṇa’s	color	–	everything	is	reality.
His	Divine	Grace	A.	C.	Bhaktivedanta	Swami	Prabhupāda
Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 10.2.35,	Purport

One	who	sacrifices	his	happiness	for	Kṛṣṇa’s	
happiness and who remains always engaged in 
Kṛṣṇa’s	service	by	renouncing	his	own	enjoy-
ment	for	Kṛṣṇa’s	pleasure	is	a	devotee.	He	cer-
tainly	attains	auspiciousness.	Devotional	service	
is	the	propensity	to	give	Kṛṣṇa	pleasure.	The	
endeavor	to	make	oneself	happy	is	nondevotional	
service	and	is	the	source	of	misery.	
												Śrīla	Bhaktisiddhānta	Sarasvatī	Ṭhākura
            Amṛta-vāṇī: Nectar of Instructions for Immortality

Having	awakened	faith	in	the	narrations	of	My	
glories,	being	disgusted	with	all	material	activ-
ities,	knowing	that	all	sense	gratification	leads	
to	misery,	but	still	being	unable	to	renounce	all	
sense	enjoyment,	My	devotee	should	remain	
happy and worship Me with great faith and con-
viction.	Even	though	he	is	sometimes	engaged	
in	sense	enjoyment,	My	devotee	knows	that	all	
sense	gratification	leads	to	a	miserable	result,	
and	he	sincerely	repents	such	activities.
	 	 									Lord	Śrī	Kṛṣṇa
           Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam	11.20.27–28

Bhakti	alone	brings	one	to	Him.	 
Bhakti	alone	shows	Him.	The	

Supreme	Lord	subordinates	Himself	
to bhakti. Indeed, bhakti	is	supreme.

      Viṣṇu-sahasra-nāma-stotra 32
      Mahābhārata

O	Maitreyī,	one	should	see,	hear,	remember,	
and	inquire	about	the	Supreme	Personality	of	
Godhead.
               Bṛhad-āraṇyaka Upaniṣad	2.4.5

Knowing	Him,	one	transcends	death.	There	is	
no	other	path	for	attaining	this	goal.

          Śvetāśvatara Upaniṣad	3.8

Vaikuṇṭha	is	the	abode	of	countless	spiritual	
qualities,	a	world	of	unapproachable	supreme	
light.	It	cannot	be	perceived	by	material	senses,	
nor	compared	to	anything	known.	It	is	supremely	
ecstatic	and	beyond	the	scope	of	the	senses.

        Brahmāṇḍa Purāṇa

O	my	Lord,	O	Supreme	Personality	of	God-
head,	will	I	again	be	able	to	be	a	servant	of	
Your	eternal	servants	who	find	shelter	only	at	
Your	lotus	feet?	O	Lord	of	my	life,	may	I	again	
become	their	servant	so	that	my	mind	may	
always	think	of	Your	transcendental	attributes,	
my	words	always	glorify	those	attributes,	and	my	
body	always	engage	in	the	loving	service	of	Your	
Lordship?
	 	 								Vṛtrāsura	(formerly	King	Citraketu)
          Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam	6.11.24

Sharing Srıla Prabhupada’s Books
Krishna.com’s Special Book-Sharing Offer!

Help	spread	Kṛṣṇa	consciousness	by	giving	
books	on	bhakti-yoga	to	others.	One	of	Śrīla	
Prabhupāda’s	most	persistent	messages	was	to	
read	his	books	and	distribute	them.	Krishna.com	
works	to	preserve	Śrīla	Prabhupāda’s	legacy,	
make	his	teachings	available	worldwide,	and	sup-
ports	anyone	endeavoring	to	distribute	his	books.

You	can	send	your	friends,	neighbors,	
coworkers,	and	other	interested	people	to	
Krishna.com,	but	sometimes	the	easiest	first	step	
is	to	give	someone	a	book	in	person.	To	help	you	
better	afford	to	hand	out	books	to	people	who	
show interest in bhakti-yoga, Krishna.com	is	
offering	special	sharing	prices	on	small	quanti-
ties	of	books	from	the	Bhaktivedanta	Book	Trust	
–	Śrīla	Prabhupāda’s	legacy	publisher.	

To	find	the	reduced	price	and	the	quantity	
discounts,	look	for	the	Sharing	Books	informa-
tion in the lower part of the descriptions of many 
BBT	books	at	the	Krishna.com	store	online.	Gen-
erally,	if	you	buy	3	or	5	of	each	book,	you	get	a	
significant	discount.

When	you	add	Sharing	books	to	your	cart	in	
the	necessary	quantities,	you	will	automatically	
get	the	discounted	price	at	checkout.	Place	your	
order	like	any	other	order.	It’s	that	simple!*

*Offer	good	on	in-stock	books	only.	Quantity	minimums	
required	(usually	3	or	5	books).	A	maximum	quantity	of	20	
books	unless	special	arrangements	are	made.	Intended	for	gift-
ing	books	to	friends,	not	wholesale	or	book-distribution	pro-
grams.	Prices	and	availability	subject	to	change.	For	case	
quantities	of	Śrīla	Prabhupāda’s	books,	contact	your	local	
BBT	office.

Order	anything	on	these	pages	by	going	to	www.krishna.com/store,	or	by	
calling	1-800-800-3284	(outside	USA	and	Canada:	1-386-462-1241).	Ordering Information:

A Sample of the 40 Books in the Sharing Program

Title

BLBS203	A Second Chance, Softbound $5.95 $3.74 5

Retail	Price Sharing	Price Minimum	Qty.

BLBS208	Beyond Birth and Death $1.50 $0.84 5

BLBH212 Bhagavad-gītā As It Is, Deluxe $26.95 $19.94 3

BLBH214	Bhagavad-gītā As It Is, Hardbound $9.95 $5.94 3

BLBH211 Bhagavad-gītā As It Is, Reprinted	(1972	Ed.) $14.95 $8.84 3

BLBS210 Bhagavad-gītā As It Is, Softbound $5.95 $3.74 3

BLBS216 Bhagavad-gītā As It Is, Softbound,	Spanish $9.95 $5.94 3

BLBS359	Bhakti-Yoga: The Art of Eternal Love $1.55 $0.94 5

BLBS225 Chant And Be Happy $1.95 $1.34 5

BLBS228	Coming Back $1.95 $1.34 5
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MAY	14–15:	Morrisville,	NC,	Rathayātrā
MAY	28–29:	Baltimore	Rathayātrā
JUNE	1–12:	New	York	City,	Fiftieth	Anniversary	of	
					Śrīla	Prabhupāda’s	Incorporation	of	ISKCON
JUNE	4–5:	Atlanta,	Pāṇihāṭi	Festival	and	Rathayātrā
JUNE	11:	New	York	City	Rathayātrā	
JUNE	15–18:	Tenth	Anniversary	Kuli	Mela,	New	Vrindaban
JUNE	25:	Hartford	Rathayātrā	
JULY	2–4:	Parsippany,	NJ,	Rathayātrā
JULY	9–10:	Montreal	Rathayātrā
JULY	16–17:	Toronto	Rathayātrā	
JULY	23:	Calgary	Rathayātrā
JULY	30:	Edmonton	Rathayātrā	
AUGUST	7:	Los	Angeles	Rathayātrā
AUGUST	14:	San	Francisco	Rathayātrā
AUGUST	20–21:	Vancouver	Rathayātrā
AUGUST	25–26:	Vancouver,	Śrī	Kṛṣṇa	Janmāṣṭamī	&	
						Śrīla	Prabhupāda’s	Vyāsa-pūjā
SEPTEMBER	3–4:	Seattle,	Flavors	of	India	Festival	
					and	Rathayātrā
SEPTEMBER	17:	Chicago	Rathayātrā		&	Fiftieth	Anniversary	
					of	Śrīla	Prabhupāda’s	ISKCON	
SEPTEMBER	19–20:	Chicago,	Illinois	Institute	of	Technology	
					Campus	Program
SEPTEMBER	24:	Philadelphia	Rathayātrā
OCTOBER	8:	Potomac,	MD,	Śrī	Rāmacandra	Vijayotsava

NOTE: Some	of	these	dates	are	yet	to	be	confirmed.	
Before	scheduling	your	travel,	be	sure	to	confirm	the	
festival	date	with	the	ISKCON	temple	in	the	city	where	
the	festival	is	to	be	held.	Or	email	Festival	of	India:	
madhuhadasa@gmail.com.

FESTIVAL 
of INDIA

2016 Hare Krsna

Schedule for North America


