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COVER  $11 Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the incar-
nation of Krsna as His own devotee, visited
Vrindavan five hundred years ago and revealed
many sites of Krsna’s activities there fifty centu-
ries ago. Please see the article beginning on page
18. (Copyrighted painting by Sac-cid-ananda
Dasa. Used by permission.)

“God has already
made such a perfect
arrangement. Every
soul receives the

body he desires and
deserves, and the
social order receives
citizens with required
traits. Not that you
have to “breed” these
traits. By His natu-
ral arrangement, the
Lord equips particu-
lar souls with partic-
ular kinds of bodies.
Why even try imitating
what God and nature
already do perfectly?”

— pa32
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WELCOME

This issue coincides with the
holy month of Karttika, dur-
ing which devotees worship
Lord Krsna as Damodara,
the darling child of Yasoda
who allowed His mother to

bind Him to a grinding mor-
tar. This transcendental pastime of the Lord is
one of many that have been remembered and
honored in the culture of India for thousands of
years.

Vrindavan, the place of Krsna’s childhood
pastimes, is a pilgrimage site whose current
renown derives primarily from Caitanya Maha-
prabhu’s visit there. This Karttika, devotees cel-
ebrate the five-hundredth anniversary of that
visit, recounted in Lokanath Swami’s article
“Lord Caitanya Visits Vrindavan.”

As Lord Caitanya revealed sacred sites in

Vrindavan, His pure representative Srila Prabhu-

pada created new ones around the world. In an
excerpt from Satyaraja Dasa’s book Swamiji,
Brahmananda Dasa recalls how Prabhupada’s
visit to Kenya inspired Krsna consciousness in
the hearts of many of that country’s residents.

In “Transcendental Poetry and Muslim
Poets,” Damodara Nityananda Dasa discusses a
little-known topic — Muslim devotional poetry
dedicated to Lord Krsna.

Sure$vara Dasa continues his series “Srila
Prabhupada: Our Founder-Acarya,” Tattva-
vit Dasa muses on his life and its connection to
Prabhupada’s, and Hari Parayana Dasa explains
why bhakti is the highest form of yoga.

Hare Krsna. — Nagaraja Dasa, Editor

OUR PURPOSES

e To help all people discern reality from illusion,
spirit from matter, the eternal from the temporary.

e To expose the faults of materialism.

e To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques of
spiritual life.

e To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.

e To celebrate the chanting of the holy names of
God as taught by Lord $ri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

e To help every living being remember and serve
Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead.

SrT Radha-Krsna
are together the
one Supreme
Absolute Truth.

Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, the
combined incarnation
of Radha-Krsna,
inaugurated the
chanting of Hare
Krsna five hundred
years ago.

His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of

the International

Society for Krishna
Consciousness.
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Letters

Cleared Misconceptions

I recently read the article “Can God
Be Immoral?” by Mukundamala Dasa
from the Jan/Feb 2015 issue of BTG.
It is a masterful and thorough expla-
nation of a very difficult subject mat-
ter. I work very closely with the Hindu
community here in Durban, many of
whom are very devout. They find Lord
Rama easier to understand than Krsna
because from their point of view Lord
Rama had only one wife with whom
He was very faithful. They find it more
difficult to understand Lord Krsna’s
familiar relationship with the gopis,
with whom He was not married.

I also recently heard a BBC pod-
cast by a so-called scholar of Hindu-
ism. He explained that from a Hindu
perspective eroticism is acceptable in
spiritual life and gave the example of
Krsna and the gopis. Mukundamala
Prabhu has very nicely defended
Krsna and has explained this subject
matter from the point of view of our
sastras, thus clearing up misconcep-
tions and confusion.

Ramanujacharya Dasa
Durban, South Africa

Freedom

How to be free?
Vikas
Via the Internet

Our reply: When you speak of being
free, that could mean many things.
Spiritually, freedom means to be lib-
erated from the cycle of birth and
death. At the same time, it means
freedom from anxiety and from fear
of death and other bodily miseries.
This kind of freedom is only possible
for one who has gotten off the bodily
platform and has understood the real
position of the self, the soul.

We, the soul, are part of God, Krsna,
and we are by nature eternal and full
of bliss and knowledge. To realize our
true nature is the goal of human life
and requires a huge change of con-
sciousness, which begins with a change

of what we are hearing. In bhakti-
yoga, the yoga of the heart, by hear-
ing about God we learn about devo-
tion to Him and how to revive our
lost spiritual consciousness. We can
hear His instructions from scrip-
tures like the Bhagavad-gita, and
we can chant His name and recount
His glories regularly. Life today is

a struggle, but if you take up these
joyful practices, you’ll find your-
self progressing toward real, eternal
freedom.

General Inquiry

I would like to know more about the
Krsna consciousness movement.
Angie
Via the Internet

Our reply: That’s a big question, but
here’s a quick overview of what it
means to become Krsna conscious.
It means that you can begin to ex-
plore a different realm of pleasure, a
higher platform of knowledge, and a
means of discovering your real self
and God, Krsna. It’s a gradual pro-
cess of reviving our innate Krsna
consciousness, which has been cov-
ered by all the crazy things we have
been hearing for many births. The
basic message of what we’ve heard
is that we are just our body and life
is meant for trying to enjoy at any
cost.

The Krsna consciousness move-
ment presents a different source of
hearing; we are getting knowledge
from the spiritual platform. This
knowledge, found in the ancient
Vedic scriptures, reaches the soul,
the real person inside. It wakes us
up, and we can begin to reconnect
with the Supreme.

You can change what you hear by
reading Bhagavad-gita, chanting the
holy names of God, which are iden-
tical to Him, and learning from spir-
itual authorities who have realized
the truth.

By doing these things, you can
experience real satisfaction in your

intelligence and in your heart. All of
us souls in the material world have
been cheating ourselves out of this
connection with the source of all plea-
sure, Krsna. He wants us back with
Him, so He will help immensely if we
take up this simple, joyful process.

Krsna consciousness is the com-
plete science of the soul. It includes
explanations of such topics as rein-
carnation, karma, dharma, all types
of yoga systems, material nature and
its effect on us conditioned souls, and
what it means to take shelter of God.
Krsna consciousness is not a sectar-
ian religion; it is a universal teaching
for how to perfect our lives and come
close to God.

Please read some books by Srila
Prabhupada, the founder of the Krsna
consciousness movement. His Science
of Self-Realization is a good introduc-
tory book, as are small books such as
The Perfection of Yoga and Beyond
Birth and Death. You can order them
from the Krishna.com Store. People
all over the world are reading these
books and getting great realizations
in their spiritual pursuit. Try chanting
the Hare Krsna mantra. And if you
can visit one of our centers, the devo-
tees there will be happy to answer all
your questions.

Increasing Devotion

How can I increase my devotion to

Krsna and remove material desire?
Akash Poddar
Via the Internet

Our reply: How would you increase
your devotion to your wife or husband
or child or pet? By pleasing them
with things they like, by glorifying
their activities, by serving them.

In the process of bhakti-yoga, we do
similar things, but on the eternal plat-
form and in relation to Krsna. We are
eternally connected to Him by loving
service, but we are temporarily “out
of service.” So jump back into the fire
of service. Begin by cleansing the

heart by chanting His holy names and
discussing His glories.

It is so easy to glorify and talk
about ourselves. It will take some
study and meditation to know how
to glorify God, since we have been
out of contact with Him for so long.
So you need to fill up with Krsna by
reading and discussing His instruc-
tions. Then you will be more inspired
to serve Him.

The guru will direct you in how to
please Krsna. Srila Prabhupada has
given us many projects to do to spread
Krsna’s glories. Just pick any one you
like. There are so many things that
must be done to maintain our temples,

deity worship, public outreach, and
so on. There’s no limit.

Become attached to giving to
Krsna, which waters the plant of
devotion. Srila Prabhupada gave us
many instructions to keep us fixed
in consciousness of Krsna, and we
must follow them: rising early, chant-
ing Hare Krsna a minimum number
of times every day, being vegetar-
ian, offering our food to Krsna, and
SO on.

Spending time in the company of
other devotees is important. So try
to take advantage of that spiritual
aid by visiting ISKCON temples and
inquiring from the devotees there. €4

Start your day with a smile!
Join the 1Illlij'ishml

...and read a page a day from a
devotional book - such as
Bhagavad-gita As It Is, Krsna, and
Teachings of Lord Caitanya —
emailed to your inbox.

Ebook Club

“I look forward to your
daily Bhagavad-gita texts
and Prabhupada’s trans-

lations and purports
thereon. I'm a financial
comptroller at a large
bank. I start my day by
first reading your emails.

This gives me the right

frame of mind to start
my daily activities in this

maya-laden world.”
—Vijay, Australia

Krishna.com/newsletters
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FOUNDER'S LECTURE

New York City — November 26, 1966
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SrT Caitanya Maha-
prabhu categorized all
the teachings of the

Vedic literature into three
progressive stages.

by His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the
International Society for
Krishna Consciousness

veda-sastra-kahe — ‘sambandha’,
‘abhidheya’, ‘prayojana’

‘krsna’— prapya sambandha,
‘bhakti’— praptyera sadhana

“The Vedic literatures give information
about the living entity’s eternal relation-
ship with Krsna, which is called sam-
bandha. The living entity’s understanding
of this relationship and his acting accord-
ingly is called abhidheya. Returning
home, back to Godhead, is the ultimate
goal of life and is called prayojana.”

— Sri Caitanya-caritamrta,

Madhya-lila 20.124

HY HAVE THE Vedas, or the
Vedic scriptures, been made?
It is not that they are made, but

they are coming down to us by a tradi-
tional process, by hearing. For example,
we accept our father by hearing. A child is
born, and when the child sees his brothers
and sisters calling a gentleman “father,”
he also begins to say “father.” There is no
question of studying. How does a child

BACK TO GODHEAD 7



learn to call the father “father”? He
hears. Others are calling him father,
so he also calls him father. There is
no evidence. There is no study. He
simply hears.

Similarly, previously the Vedic
knowledge was coming by hearing.
There was no need of books. But
when this age, Kali-yuga, began five
thousand years ago, the Vedic scrip-
tures were recorded. First there was
only one Veda, known as Atharva
Veda. Then Vyasadeva, just to make
it clear, divided it into four and en-
trusted his various disciples to each
take charge of one school of Veda.
Then he wrote the Mahabharata
and the Puranas to make the Vedic
knowledge understandable by the

common man in different ways, but
the principle is the same.

So Lord Caitanya says the first
purpose of Veda is sambandha, or
relationship. What is our relationship
with God? The Vedanta-sutra (1.1.1)
says, janmady asya yatah: Every-
thing is born out of the energy of
God, including us. Therefore we call
God “Father.” This is accepted in
every religion. There is no argument.
Now, what is the relationship be-
tween the father and the son? Is the
relationship for the son to only ex-
act from the father? Is there no duty
for the son, or can he simply take
from the father? No. There is duty.
If a son is sensible and grown up,
he knows “I have got my duty: to
love my father.” That is a very sim-
ple thing, to love one’s father. “My
father has done so much for me. I
am going to own his estate, and now
I am enjoying his earnings. So is it
not my duty to show respect to my
father?”

Those who are against the prin-

ciple of God, who are not God-
minded, are the lowest creatures.
Na mam duskrtino midhah prapad-
yante naradhamah: “Anyone who
does not recognize God is the low-
est of the lowest creatures.” (Gita
7.15) These terms have been used:
miidha, ass; duskrtina, miscreant;,
and naradhama, lowest of mankind.
Mankind is meant for recognizing
God. That is human life. In animal
life one cannot recognize that there
is God and everything is coming
from God. Animals cannot read the
Vedas, or scriptures. They cannot
take any instruction. These Vedas
and other scriptures are for human
beings. Therefore, so-called human
beings with two hands and two

Lord Caitanya says the first purpose

of Veda is sambandha, or relationship.
What is our relationship with God?

legs are animals if they do not ac-
cept the authority of scripture and
do not accept the existence of God.
Bhagavad-gita very nicely describes
them as naradhama, the lowest of
mankind. Our civilization is going
to the lowest of mankind. And we
are trying to advertise that we are
advancing.

The Purpose of Education

Yesterday some boy came: “Who is
God? I am God.” He was speaking
like that. You see. And he appears to
be an educated student. This kind of
education is going on, that they’re
going to be the lowest of mankind.
The purpose of education is to make
man the highest of mankind, but
modern education is teaching man to
become the lowest of mankind. And
if some students are taught to be-
come the highest of mankind, their
guardians become disturbed.

“Oh, my son is going to be the
highest of mankind? Swamiji, you
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are playing dangerous things.”

Oh. Just see. Swamiji’s saying,
“No, don’t smoke. Don’t take tea.
Don’t have illicit connections with
women. Be upright. Be a devotee.”

“Oh, Swamiji’s dangerous.”

And if somebody teaches, “My
dear boys, take LSD, go to hell, and
become mad and go to the lunatic
asylum,” the thinking is “Oh, that is
all right.”

What can be done? This is the
situation.

We are situated in a society of
the lowest of mankind. Always re-
member this, that we are situated
in a civilization that is the lowest
of mankind. I am not only speaking
of your United States — all over the
world. Even in India, where so much
culture was made for understanding
God, the foolish government is also
teaching this. You see. Don’t think
that I am particularly criticizing
some country or community. This
is the age for such things. It is called
Kali. Kali means full of hypocrisy.
We have to be very careful. The
illusory energy is very strong.

Scriptures Are Reminding Us

Lord Caitanya says that we have

to revive our lost relationship with
Krsna, or God. That is civilization.
The relationship is there already.
The supreme cause is Krsna, or God,
but some way or other I have forgot-
ten that. Therefore these scriptures

— the Vedas, S’rl‘mad—Bhdgavatam,
Bhagavad-gita — are reminding us.
They’re meant for reminding us.
“Your relationship with Krsna is
eternal. Why have you forgotten?
Therefore you are suffering.”

We have discussed the verse
bhayam dvitiyabhinivesatah syad
isad apetasya viparyayo smrtih
(Bhagavatam 11.2.37). Because we
have taken a reverse position for
forgetting the Supreme, we are put
into anxiety. Viparyayo smrtih. This
very word is used. Viparyaya means
topsy-turvy. “Your memory has be-
come topsy-turvy. Therefore you
are suffering.” But people will not

agree to change their way of think-
ing. “No, we shall adjust. We shall
make laws. We shall make agitation.
We shall form a party and go on de-
fying God, and we shall be happy in
this way.” This godless civilization
is now generating the Communist
party. To such a dangerous position
we are coming. But one who takes
shelter of Krsna will not be put into
danger. Rest assured.

I have to revive my relationship
with Krsna. That relationship is
there; I have simply forgotten it.

I have to revive it, or remember it

— “Oh, I am such and such.” Vasu-
devah sarvam iti sa mahatma su-
durlabhah (Gita 7.19). 1 have to
become a great soul by surrender-
ing unto God. That surrendering
process is bhakti, or devotional ser-
vice. My relationship with the Su-
preme is eternal, but I have forgotten
it. Now, that relationship is that He
is the original father of everything
and we are all sons. For so long we
have been disobedient. Now we
have to become obedient. That’s all.
“Obedience is the first law of disci-
pline.” As soon as the people of this
so-called advanced world become
obedient to God, then there will be
discipline and there will be peace.
There is no discipline now. They are
not agreeable to follow any rules and
regulations. Everyone is acting as

if he is God. But everyone is a dog,
thinking he can do anything, what-
ever he likes. There is no discipline.

A Disciplined Life

The next verse says,

abhidheya-nama ‘bhakti’,
‘prema’— prayojana

purusartha-siromani prema
maha-dhana

“Devotional service, or sense activ-
ity for the satisfaction of the Lord, is
called abhidheya because it can de-
velop one’s original love of God-
head, which is the goal of life. This
goal is the living entity’s topmost in-
terest and greatest wealth. Thus one

attains the platform of transcenden-
tal loving service unto the Lord.”
Bhakti, devotional service, means to
undergo a disciplinary system in our
life so that automatically we can re-
vive our lost relationship with God
and become happy. That is called
bhakti. Abhidheya-nama ‘bhakti’,
‘prema’-prayojana. And why? What
is the use? Suppose we don’t revive
our relationship? Then you’ll be
disturbed.

You are after peace and prosper-
ity. What is the basis of peace? The
basis of peace is love. Do you think
that without loving anyone you can
become peaceful? No. How it is pos-
sible? Therefore, if you love God,
then you can love everyone. And if
you don’t love God, then you cannot
love anyone.

In India there is the joint fam-
ily system. The parents engage the
girls and boys for marriage. When
a girl is married, she comes to the
husband’s family, and because
she is now related to her husband,
she at once becomes related to the
husband’s brother, the husband’s
mother, the husband’s father. She
becomes related to everyone at once.
The central point is the husband.

The central point must be there.
So if you can love God, then you
can love everything in relationship
with God. You can love every man,
you can love your country, you can
love your society, you can love
your friend. Everyone. That is the
point.

But people are thinking in a dif-
ferent way: “Why shall I love God
only? Why shall I love God? I shall
love my family. I shall love my
country. I shall love my . . .”

Oh, no, you cannot love. It is not
possible. Because you are missing
the central point. These are facts.
Harav abhaktasya kuto mahad-
guna (Bhagavatam 5.18.12). One
who does not love God cannot
have any good qualifications. Why?
Manorathendsati dhavato bahih. Be-
cause he’ll simply speculate on the
mental plane and fall down under
the spell of the material energy. He
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What Is the
Hare Krsna Movement?

Founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) carries on a great ancient
tradition rooted in the Bhagavad-
gita, the teachings Lord Krsna spoke
five millennia ago. The Gita and

the other Vedic scriptures declare
Krsna to be the original person, God
Himself, who appears periodically
in this world to liberate all living
beings.

Only five hundred years ago,
Krsna descended as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach the most
sublime and effective means of
meditation for the present day:
the chanting of the names of God,
especially as found in the Hare
Krsna mantra.

Today members of ISKCON
continue Lord Caitanya’s move-
ment by distributing the teachings
of Lord Krsna and the Hare Krsna
mantra all over the world.

Pronunciation

We spell Sanskrit words and names
by a phonetic system that lets you
know how to say each word. Pro-
nounce short a like the u in but, long
a like the a in far (and held twice
as long as the short a). Pronounce

e like the a in evade, long 1 like the
i in pique. Pronounce the vowel r
like the ri in rim, and c like the ch
in chair. Pronounce consonants like
ch, jh, and dh as in staunch-heart,
hedge-hog, and red-hot. Pronounce
$ and s like sh. So for Krsna say
KRISHNA, for Caitanya say
CHAITANYA.

Spiritual Names

ISKCON members receive names of
Lord Krsna or his great devotees,
combined with Dasa, for men, or
Dasi, for women, both of which
mean “servant.” For instance, the
name Krsna Dasa means “servant of
Krsna.”



has no standing. However materi-
ally, academically qualified he may
be, it is clearly stated in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam that he has no good
qualities.

I have given you the list of
twenty-six qualities of a devotee
as mentioned in the Caitanya-
caritamrta. As we become advanced
in devotional service, all these good
qualities will develop automatically.
There is no need of legislation; all
those good qualities will develop.
Otherwise, what is the meaning of
Krsna consciousness? Is it a senti-
ment or fanaticism? No. It is a sci-
ence. If you follow the rules and
regulations systematically, then all
these qualities will develop. You’ll
see it practically. And as soon as
these qualities are there, then you
actually become a lover of your
country; you become a lover of your
fellow man.

It is not expected that everyone
will become like that. But if at least
ten percent of the population become
Krsna consciousness, then peace in

the world is guaranteed. Canakya
Pandita says, varam eka gunt putra
na ca mirkha-satair api: “It is bet-
ter to have one qualified son than to
have hundreds of fools.” Similarly,
we do not require many moons in
the sky. Only one moon is sufficient
to drive away the darkness.

The Objective of Human Life

The modern civilization is a god-
less civilization. If some percent-
age of the civilized human beings
become Krsna conscious, that will
bring forth peace. Otherwise it is
not possible. It is therefore a neces-
sity. Lord Caitanya says, abhidheya-
nama ‘bhakti’, ‘prema’— prayojana.

Prayojana means that it is necessary.

Purusartha-siromani prema maha-
dhana. Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s
preaching was based on this princi-
ple: prema pumartho mahan. What
is the objective of human life? He
said, “The objective of human life

is to attain love of God.” That’s all.

That makes one perfect, nothing else.

YOU'RE INVITED!

The SundayTeast

Most Hare Krsna centers around the world put on a special

festival every Sunday — for regulars as well as newcomers. Come

by and get a taste of the world’s oldest cultural tradition. Call

your nearest center to find out the schedule for the Sunday
Feast. (Visit http://directory.krishna.com.)
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Lord Caitanya’s mission has been
described by one of the acaryas,
Srinatha Cakravarti. He said that
the mission of Lord Caitanya is
aradhyo bhagavan vrajesa-tanaya:
“Krsna, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, is aradhya.” Aradhya
means that He is worshipable. He’s
the only worshipable personality.
Aradhyo bhagavan vrajesa-tanayas
tad-dhama vrndavanam: “And as
Lord Krsna is worshipable, similarly
His place of pastimes, Vrndavana-
dhama, is also worshipable.” And
what is the best kind of worship for
Krsna? Ramya kacid upasana vraja-
vadhii-vargena ya kalpita: “The
highest kind of worship is as demon-
strated by the damsels of Vrndavana,
the girlfriends of Krsna.” Yes. They
had no adulteration; they were sim-
ply always thinking of Krsna. When
Krsna was out of the village, they
were thinking at home, “Oh, Krsna’s
soles are so soft. How is He wan-
dering in the jungle? There are so
many particles of stone. They must
be pricking His feet.” Krsna is there,
they are at home, but they are think-
ing of Krsna — how He’s walking,
how His soft feet are suffering. In
this way they are always absorbed in
Krsna consciousness.

They are not Vedantists. They are
not brahmanas. They are not edu-
cated. They are cowherd girls. But
their love of Krsna is so intense that
Lord Caitanya recommends, “Oh,
there is no better worship than what
was demonstrated by the damsels of
Vrndavana.”

What is the source for understand-
ing Krsna? Srinatha Cakravarti
says, amalam puranam: Srimad-
Bhagavatam. If you study Srimad-
Bhdagavatam, then you can understand
all these things.

So the book is Srimad-Bhagavatam,
the ideal worship is that of the dam-
sels of Vrndavana, Krsna is the wor-
shipable object, and the necessity
of life is to attain love of God. This
is the whole mission of Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, the sum and substance.
Therefore Caitanya Mahaprabhu is
saying here, purusartha-siromani

CALENDAR

This calendar is calculated for Mayapur,
West Bengal, India. The dates, derived
from a lunar calendar, may vary by

one day for other locations. For the
exact dates for your area, go to www.
krishnadays.com.

Because the Hare Krsna movement
comes in disciplic line from Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, the calendar includes not
only dates relevant to all followers of the
Vedic tradition but also dates relating to
Lord Caitanya’s associates and promi-
nent spiritual masters in His disciplic
succession.

Month of Damodara
(October 28—November 25)

NOVEMBER

3 — Appearance of Radha-kunda.

6 — Rama Ekadast
Fasting from grains and beans.

11 — Diwali, the festival of illu-
minating Krsna’s temples with
lamps. Call your local Hare
Krsna temple for details.

12 — Govardhana Pja, the
festival commemorating
the worship of Govardhan
Hill by the residents of
Vrndavana and Krsna’s
lifting the hill. Call your
local Hare Krsna temple for
details.

prema maha-dhana. People have
their objective of life. Of course,
nowadays people are different. For-
merly, the Vedic culture promoted
dharma to make people religious.
Still every civilized nation has some
sort of religion, because without be-
coming religious there is no possibi-
lity of peace and prosperity. So this
is one of the aims of human society
— to make people religious.

And why religious? Dharma-
artha. Then the economic condition
will be better. If all people are reli-

15 — Disappearance anni-
versary of His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the founder-
acarya of the International
Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness. Devotees observe
this day with personal re-
membrances of Srila Prabhu-

pada, readings from his
biography, and fasting till
noon, followed by feasting.

Detail from a painting by Dhrti Devi Dast

Krsna lifts Govardhan Hill

19 — Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Srinivasa Acarya, a great
follower of the Six Gosvamis of
Vrindavan.

22 — Utthana Ekadast
Fasting from grains and beans.

gious, then the economic condition
will be better. And why is a better
economic condition wanted? Kama.
Kama means that the necessities
of your life will be fulfilled nicely.
Dharma, artha, kama, and moksa.
Then what is the end? If your soci-
ety is peaceful, then you can culture
your life for liberation.
Dharma-artha-kama-moksa: gen-
erally these four principles are the
aim of human society. But Caitanya
Mahaprabhu says, “Yes, these are all
right.” But prema pumartho mahan:

Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Gaurakisora Dasa Babaji,
the spiritual master of Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Tha-
kura, who was Srila Prabhupada’s
spiritual master. Fasting till noon.

25 — Sri Krsna Rasa-yatra. Last
day of Bhisma Paficaka and
Caturmasya.

Month of Ke$ava
(November 26—December 24)

DECEMBER

6 — Utpanna Ekadast
Fasting from grains and beans.

21 — Moksada Ekadast
Fasting from grains and beans.
The anniversary of the day on
which Lord Krsna spoke the
Bhagavad-gita.

Month of Narayana
(December 25—January 23)

28 — Disappearance anni-
versary of Srila Bhaktisid-
dhanta Sarasvatt Thakura,
the spiritual master of
Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada.

“With all these things, if you have no
love of Godhead it is all nonsense.
All nonsense. Therefore try to love
God, and everything will be all right.”
This is the mission of Caitanya Maha-
prabhu, prema pumartho mahan.
Here also Lord Caitanya says that we
should understand our relationship
with God. We should act in that way.
That means in devotion. Then we
shall have the highest perfection of
life, love of God, and our mission of
human life will be fulfilled.

Thank you.ﬁ
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SRILA PRABHUPADA: OUR FOUNDER-ACARYA

OUR SRILA
PRABHUPADA

During twelve pioneering years, Srila Prabhupada accepted
the role of ISKCON's founder-acarya with complete humility,
nonstop surrender, and protective love.

by Suresvara Dasa

ne 05U YOGA soc

FRESEMTS

To honor the fiftieth anniversary of
Srila Prabhupada’s leaving India to
found the worldwide Krsna conscious-
ness movement, BTG presents Part
Three of a multi-part series celebrating
Srila Prabhupada’s unique, transcen-
dental position in ISKCON, as well as
every follower’s foundational relation-
ship with him.

devotees have arranged for Prabhu-

pada to perform onstage with coun-
terculture poet Allen Ginsberg at a small
auditorium on the Ohio State University
campus. “A NIGHT OF KRISHNA CON-
SCIOUSNESS IN COLUMBUS” read the
posters. “TRANSCENDENTAL PASTIMES.
ECSTATIC ILLUMINATIONS.”

On the morning of the event, Ginsberg
meets with Prabhupada at the local
ISKCON temple to discuss the even-
ing’s program, as well as how Krsna
consciousness could spread widely in
materialistic America. Alluding to a
prophetic text from the Brahma-vaivarta
Purana (4.129.59), Prabhupada assures
the poet that people everywhere “will
take advantage of Hare Krsna for the
next ten thousand years.” Ginsberg has
seen Prabhupada rouse crowds to chant

l T IS MAY 1969. In Columbus, Ohio,

Srila
Prabhupada
leads hippies
in chanting
Hare Krsna in
San Francis-
co'’s Golden
Gate Park,
1967 (below,
left). At left,

a poster
announces
Srila Prabhu-
pada's appear-
ance at Ohio
State Univer-
sity, 1969.

Hare Krsna in New York and San Fran-
cisco, but the conservative, provincial
students of Columbus will present a
special challenge.

That evening the 750-seat auditorium
is overflowing, as nearly two thousand
students, faculty, and townspeople fill
the seats, aisles, and balconies, and spill
into the clearing below the stage, flouting
all fire codes. As the surprised devotees
press through the crowds, distributing
Bhagavad-gitas, Ginsberg pumps a har-
monium onstage, chanting Hare Krsna,
and the crowd — corn-fed, towheaded
Midwesterners — chants back, clapping
and singing, celebrating the semester’s
end.

Then Prabhupada enters. Smiling and
glowing, he ascends the stage, where
Ginsberg invites him to lead the chant-
ing. In The Hare Krishna Explosion Haya-
griva Dasa describes what happened next:

Prabhupada stands and raises his
hands, inviting the students also to
stand and dance. The response is
immediate. Students in the aisles are
first to their feet, then students in the
rows and balconies arise. There is
little room for dancing; a spontane-
ous bounce catches hold instead. As
Prabhupada bounces on the dais, the
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students bounce also. As he waves
his arms, they wave theirs. He
leads them as a maestro conducts
an orchestra, until gradually the
inherent spiritual rhythm of the
mantra itself prevails . . . the
young voices empowered by the
mantra, not even knowing the
meaning of the words.

“The amazing fact is that
everybody was able to get up
and dance,” says Ginsberg later,
“nearly leaping out of their skins.”!

Had Prabhupada disclosed the
Puranic texts directly preceding the
ten-thousand-year prophecy he men-
tioned, poet Ginsberg would have
likely proclaimed Prabhupada its
fulfiller. In those texts Lord Krsna
tells the Goddess Ganga that five
millennia hence He will send his
mantra-upasaka (worshiper of the
holy names) to spread the chanting
of Hare Krsna and purify earth,
water, sky, and humanity every-
where. “This period of worldwide
chanting will continue for ten thou-
sand years.” (Brahma-vaivarta
Purana, 4.129.49-59)

While fulfilling this and other
Vedic prophecies, Prabhupada never
once called attention to himself,
instead calling everyone’s attention
to Krsna. Over the millennia, the
Lord would set the stage of world
history to send His “worshiper of the
holy names” to the right place at the
right time to launch the worldwide
Hare Krsna movement — alone.

Alone in America

When Prabhupada’s spiritual master,
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Tha-
kura, dispatched the first Vaisnava
preachers from India to Europe in the
1930s, he gave them the full institu-
tional support of his Gaudiya Mission.
But after Srila Bhaktisiddhanta’s de-
mise in 1937, the mission’s leaders
neglected their master’s instructions
to form a governing body and work
cooperatively to spread Krsna con-
sciousness. The infighting that ensued
so fragmented the mission that by the
time Prabhupada arrived in America
to preach in 1965 there was no unified

institution left to support him.

In New York City with almost no
friends or funds, Prabhupada none-
theless saw a fertile preaching field
in materially prosperous America,
where people were spiritually starv-
ing and looking to the East for truth.
Hopeful of reviving the cooperative
spirit that once galvanized the Gau-
diya Mission, Prabhupada began
writing his now isolated godbrothers,
adjuring them to help him seize the
time. The following excerpt from one
such letter to a former manager of
the mission is telling:

I came here to study the situation
and I find it very nice and if you
are also agreeable to cooperate . . .
it will be all very nice by the
will [of] Srila [Bhaktisiddhanta]
Prabhupada. . . . If you agree then
take it for granted that I am one of
the worker[s] of the Sri Mayapur
Caitanya Matha.? T have no ambi-
tion for becoming the proprietor
of any Matha or Mandir but I want
working facilities.

(Letter to Bhakti Vilasa Tirtha

Maharaja, 8 November 1965)
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A “servant-leader” long before the
phrase occurred, Prabhupada would
still receive no tangible cooperation
from his godbrothers. With only
the scriptures he translated, anno-
tated, and brought from India to
sustain him, Prabhupada endured
mostly alone the brutal New York
winter that followed, writing let-
ters and translating the Bhagavad-
gita. In a letter six years later,
Prabhupada reflected on those lone
struggles:

When I was alone in your New
York, I was thinking, who will
listen to me in this horrible, sinful
place? All right, I shall stay little
longer, at least I can distribute a
few of my books, that is some-
thing. But Krishna was all along
preparing something I could not
see. . .. Now I can see that it is a
miracle. Otherwise, your city of
New York, one single old man,
with only a few books to sell for
barely getting eatables, how he
can survive, what to speak of
introducing God-consciousness
movement for saving the human-

ol e et
i At

T ST

L

-

i

kind? That is Krishna’s miracle.
Now I can see it.
(Letter to Sudama,
23 December 1972)

From Obscurity to “Swamiji”

The following spring Krsna’s miracle-
worker-to-be relocated to a loft in
New York’s infamous Bowery dis-
trict. Rife with derelicts and crime,
the district was dangerous, but Prabhu-
pada took the risk to reach counter-
culture seekers nearby. In the loft,
Krsna sent Prabhupada a few regular
listeners, who came to his aid when
an LSD-crazed youth attacked, forc-
ing him to flee. With the regulars’
help, Prabhupada at last secured his
own place, a cheap storefront on the
city’s Lower East Side. Forced by
the noncooperation of his godbroth-
ers, Prabhupada dropped the attempt
to revive his spiritual master’s insti-
tution, and instead, on July 13, 1966,
he officially launched “The Inter-
national Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness,” a fresh branch of the
same disciplic community.’

Srila Prabhupada in New York City during the early days of his movement.

Empowered by Srila Bhaktisid-
dhanta, Lord Caitanya (Krsna’s
golden avatar), and his spiritual for-
bears, Prabhupada inspired a grow-
ing flock of followers that summer
to chant Hare Krsna and take up the
process of bhakti-yoga. No small
miracle in New York City, the capi-
tal of “Do your own thing.” He did
it by stressing the do’s more than the
don’ts, the chanting more than the
taboos. He had faith that as Krsna
filled the consciousness of his young
aspirants, they would outgrow their
old ways and savor the higher taste
of devotional service.*

It worked. By late November,
after a few groups of devotees had
received initiation, one of the ear-
lier initiates approached Prabhupada:
“Swamiji, what did you say the rules
are for this practice?” Just what
Prabhupada had been waiting to
hear, for he knew they would follow
the rules only when they were ready.
The next day, November 25, 1966,
Prabhupada posted the regulative
principles of Krsna consciousness on
the storefront’s bathroom door.’

Only He Could Lead Them

In January 1967 Prabhupada fol-
lowed the counterculture trail to

San Francisco, where disciples had
opened ISKCON’s second tem-

ple. There he inspired a new wave
of devotees to chant Hare Krsna
and serve Lord Caitanya’s mission.
As in New York, the young aspi-
rants marveled at Prabhupada’s pace
— a devotional whirlwind of chant-
ing, teaching, worshiping, cooking,
public preaching, private speaking,
initiating newcomers, and translat-
ing scripture in the wee hours, while
everyone else slept.

When Prabhupada returned to
New York in April, despite his
seventy-plus years the pace contin-
ued unabated. For his first followers
this was all part of the wonder that
was “Swamiji.” So it was quite a
shock when, toward the end of May,

Prabhupada suffered a heart attack
and stroke. He was their shelter;
now they would have to shelter him.
To help Prabhupada recuperate,

the devotees brought him to a beach
cottage on the Jersey shore. But the
weather was gray and blustery, so
with the doctor’s permission Prabhu-
pada flew to San Francisco, where
the devotees hoped the California
sunshine would help him. But when
the mountains and fog near his bun-
galow mostly obscured the sun’s rays,
Prabhupada said he would have to
return to India, for its Ayurvedic med-
icines and bracing heat. Hayagriva
explains what happened next:

Some of the devotees, worried
that Swamiji has decided to go to
India to leave his body, ask him
whether, during his absence, one
of his God-brothers should come
to America to assume ISKCON
leadership.

The minute this question is
presented to him, we sense that
it is offensive. Swamiji becomes
very grave, closing his eyes . . .
then suddenly we see tears falling
down his cheeks.

“My Guru Mabharaj . . . he was
no ordinary spiritual master,” he
says, wiping away the tears. “He
...saved me.”

Later, Swamiji tells us what we
should have always known: There
is no one to replace him. The very
idea is insulting.

“If someone comes and tells
you something different,” he says,
“you will be confused.”®

Owing to his absolute surrender to
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta and Lord Cai-
tanya’s mission, Prabhupada knew
he was being uniquely empowered
to turn people outside India’s spiritual
culture toward Krsna consciousness.
And that only he could lead them.
At the same time, concerned that
his followers have a respectful atti-
tude toward his godbrothers, Prabhu-
pada wrote: “Even amongst our
God-brothers we have misunderstand-
ing but none of us is astray from the
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service of Krishna. My Guru Maha-
raja ordered us to execute his mission
combinedly. Unfortunately we are
now separated. But none of us have
stopped preaching Krishna Con-
sciousness. Even if there was misun-
derstanding amongst the God-brothers
of my Guru Maharaja none of them
deviated from the transcendental
loving service of Krishna.” (Letter to
Brahmananda, 18 November 1967)

From “Swamiji”
To “Prabhupada”

Although Prabhupada’s uniqueness
among contemporary gurus was ob-
vious to his followers, they were still

very humble, very reluctant, but I
pressed him, “We’ve got to change
this,” and he said, “You can call
me ‘Gurudev’ or ‘Guru Maha-
raj’ or ‘Prabhupada.’ So I said,
“Well, that’s three. We need one.
So which one is the best?” And he
answered, ““Srila Prabhupada’ is
nice, that is the best.” So I said,
“From today you will be called
<Srila Prabhupada.””’

Never demanding respect but com-
manding it by his own endearing
example, Prabhupada had seized
Krsna’s teachable moment to qui-
etly disclose the appropriate address.
In a disciplic line there are many
“Gurudevas” but “Prabhupada” is a

The opening of ISKCON London set

the stage for the movement’s phenom-
enal global expansion in the 1970s.

calling him “Swamiji,” a rather com-
mon address. In the spring of 1968
Krsna revealed an honorific more
befitting Prabhupada’s position.
When a devotee learned the Sanskrit
affix j7 was a term of endearment, he
asked Prabhupada if he could add it
to his wife’s name, “Govinda,” and
call her “Govindaj1i.”

“No, actually ;7 is a third-class
form of address,” Prabhupada
replied. “It’s better not to call her
‘Govindaji.””

Govinda Dasi, a plainspoken
Texas lady, remembers the rest:

So I piped up. I was sitting

right in front of him and I said,
“Well, if it’s a third-class form
of address, why are we calling
you ‘ji’? Why are we calling you
‘Swamiji?””” And he said, “It’s not
very important.” I said, “Oh, no,
it’s very important. If it’s a third-
class form of address, then we
don’t want to call you that. We
want to call you the most first-
class form of address. So tell us
what would be a good name for
us to call you by.” And he was

guru of gurus, “a master at whose
feet all masters sit.”

From “Prabhupada”
To “Founder-Acarya”

In December 1969, the opening of
ISKCON London set the stage for
the movement’s phenomenal global
expansion in the 1970s. In twelve
years Prabhupada circled the globe
fourteen times, initiated thousands of
disciples, and established the Krsna
consciousness movement on every
major continent. During his travels
he founded over a hundred temples,
schools, farms, and restaurants, all
while writing and publishing dozens
of translations and commentaries on
foundational Vaisnava scriptures.
But success would bring enemies,
the worst from within. In 1970, after
critical remarks by a few of his god-
brothers negatively influenced some
of his leaders, Prabhupada asked a
dozen trusted disciples to help him
form a Governing Body Commis-
sion (as Srila Bhaktisiddhanta had
requested his disciples) to protect
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ISKCON and ensure its continuance.
On July 28 a legal document called
“Direction of Management” listed
the GBC members and officially
referred to “His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada”
as ISKCON’s “Founder-Acharya.”?

But bad signs persisted. On one of
his books, his ISKCON Press identi-
fied the author as “A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta,” nearly stripping his name
of any spiritual significance. When
his new publishing house, The Bhakti-
vedanta Book Trust, moved into its
headquarters, Prabhupada saw noth-
ing on the building identifying the
organization’s name or founder. And
when some of his temple presidents
wrote him on their own stationery,
Prabhupada had to tell them to write
him on official temple stationery, dis-
playing his full name and founder-
acarya title. For good reason. One
day a noncomplying temple president
sold the temple, collected the money,
and disappeared. He, not ISKCON,
had been the legal owner.

After the last incident, in the sum-
mer of 1974 Prabhupada drafted an
amendment to his earlier manage-
ment document, including a strongly
worded statement about his position
and authority as ISKCON’s
founder-acarya:

It is declared that His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada is the Founder-
Acharya of (ISKCON) Interna-
tional Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness. He is the supreme
authority in all matters of the soci-
ety. His position cannot be occu-
pied by anyone else, and his name
and title must appear on all doc-
uments, letterheads, publications,
and buildings of the Society.
(Amendments for Official
Documents, July 22, 1974)°

That same summer, even as Prabhu-
pada was reasserting his supreme
position in ISKCON, while he

was translating the Sr7 Caitanya-
caritamrta he reasserted his (and
his followers”) fidelity to Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta in the mission of
Lord Caitanya:

As members of the Krsna con-
sciousness movement we belong
to the family, or disciplic succes-
sion, of Sarasvati Gosvami, and
thus we are known as Saras-
vatas. Obeisances are therefore
offered to the spiritual master
as sarasvata-deva, or a member
of the Sarasvata family (namas
te sarasvate deve), whose mis-
sion is to broadcast the cult of SrT
Caitanya Mahaprabhu (gaura-
vani-pracarine) and to fight
with impersonalists and voidists
(nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-
desa tarine).
(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta,
Adi-lila 10.84, Purport)

Prabhupada was hopeful that if his
followers would do as he was doing
— keeping his movement connected

to its spiritual roots while creatively
fulfilling Lord Caitanya’s desires —
it would survive the ravages of time
and eventually carry Krsna con-

sciousness to every town and village
on earth.!® €3

NOTES

1. For a complete account of the Col-
umbus event, see The Hare Krishna
Explosion, by Hayagriva Dasa,
Chapter 17: The Guru and the Poet.
Available on the Bhaktivedanta
VedaBase under Books by ISKCON
Devotees.

2. Formerly the flagship temple of
the Gaudiya Mission.

3. In his commentary to Si7 Caitanya-
caritamrta, Adi-lila 12.73, Prabhu-
pada calls ISKCON a “branch” of

Lord Caitanya’s “bhakti-kalpataru, or
desire tree of devotional service.”

4. Prabhupada’s strategy was based
on Srila Riipa Gosvami’s dictum in
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu (1.2.4): “One
should fix his mind on Krsna by any
means. All the rules and prohibitions
mentioned in the sastras should be
the servants of this principle.”

5. Prabhupada required his initiates
to chant the Hare Krsna mantra a
prescribed number of times on their
meditation beads, and to avoid in-
toxication, illicit sexual activity,
meat-eating, and gambling. For the
complete contents of what Prabhu-
pada posted, see The Hare Krishna
Explosion, Chapter 5: The Hare
Krishna Explosion.

6. The Hare Krishna Explosion, Chap-
ter 12: Passage To India.

7. From Following Srila Prabhupdada
— Remembrances, by Yaduvara Dasa,
DVD 01, Boston, May 1968. Avail-
able on the Bhaktivedanta VedaBase.
8. On the Bhaktivedanta VedaBase
see Contents/Legal Documents.

9. Ibid.

10. In his commentary on Sri
Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila
25.264, Prabhupada cites Lord Cai-
tanya’s prediction: “In every town
and village, the chanting of My name
will be heard.” (Caitanya-bhdgavata,
Antya 4.126)

In the next issue: /n Part Four of
our series, we'll trace the roots of
Srila Prabhupada’s mission, from the
time he met his Guru Maharaja to the
event that triggered his mission plan.

Suresvara Dasa joined the Hare
Krsna movement in 1970. From 2011
to 2015, on behalf of a committee of
the movement’s Governing Body
Commission called “Srila Prabhu-
padas Position,” he traveled the
ISKCON world presenting the sem-
inar series “Srila Prabhupada, Our
Founder-Acarya.”

Srila Prabhupada would sometimes
recall this moment — when Acyut-
ananda Dasa (at left in photo) and
Brahmananda Dasa were the first
to dance during a Tompkins Square
Park kirtana.



Detail from a painting by Yadurani Devi Dasi and Jayarama Dasa

quiring in a deep devotio
“Where is Vrindavan?” On severa [

occasions, His devotees, fearing sep-  which flows through Navadvip, West be Vrindavai

aration from Him, diverted, discour-  Bengal, where the Lord lived, was Mahaprabhu to nearby Shantipur,

aged, or dissuaded Him from visiting  Vrindavan’s river Yamuna. Maha- where the Lord’s mother, Sacimata,

Vrindavan. prabhu was so intensely absorbed was awaiting His arrival. On her
The Lord’s first attempt to go to in thoughts of Vrindavan that He request the Lord proceeded to Jagan-

18 BACK TO GODHEAD + NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2015

Lord Caitanya

Lord Caitanya
Visits Vrindavan

Inset: In medi-
tation, Nrsimha
Brahmacarr creates

a beautiful path for
the Lord’s journey
. .I to Vrindavan.

This year, beginning on the full-moon e

day of the fall month of Karttika, Sri NG

Vrindavan-dhama commemorates -“:i.--*:-—.;.x

the five-hundredth anniversary of Sri i&ﬂw\_@\::‘".. 1)

Caitanya Mahaprabhu's two-month b e

visit to Krsna s sacred land.

by Lokanath Swami
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natha Puri, to live His renounced life
there.

From Puri, Caitanya Mahaprabhu
soon traveled to South India, and
when He returned, His desire to visit
Vrindavan was revived. He decided
to first go to Bengal to visit His two
mothers — mother Ganga and mother
Saci — and the other devotees there.
From Bengal He would make His
way to Vrindavan.

In Navadvip, Mahaprabhu in-
formed the devotees that He would
be walking to Vrindavan. A devotee
named Nrsimha Brahmacari wanted
to ease the Lord’s journey by creat-
ing a picturesque path for Him. He
meditated on constructing a beauti-
ful jeweled road, flanked by bakuls,
rare flowering trees. In his mind he
put up beautiful trees on the banks

of the lakes on the roadside. But he
could not meditatively construct the
road beyond Kanai Natashala, near
the border of Bihar. He concluded,
therefore, that Caitanya Mahaprabhu
would not be going to Vrindavan
after all. As it turned out, because
thousands of devotees wanted to ac-
company Him to Vrindavan — an in-
appropriate way for Him to visit that
holy place — Mahaprabhu returned to
Jagannatha Puri.

After some time in Puri, Caitanya
Mahaprabhu yet again strongly ex-
pressed His desire to go to Vrindavan,
and gently requested His followers
not to use any tricks to keep Him
back. King Prataparudra (the king of
Puri) and other devotees dissuaded
Mahaprabhu from leaving, citing as
reasons the rainy season and the up-
coming Rathayatra festival. There-
fore, after the rainy season and the
Rathayatra, Mahaprabhu began His
journey to Vrindavan with a servant,
Balabhadra Bhattacarya.

Lord Caitanya Travels
To Vrindavan

Lord Caitanya’s journey was filled
with transcendental events. Leaving
Orissa, He passed through the for-

est of Jharikhanda, inhabited by wild
animals. Tigers, elephants, and deer
were all attracted to Him, and He
made them chant the holy names
and dance in ecstasy. Even the ele-
phants reared up on their hind legs
and danced. Deer and tigers, natural
enemies, embraced and kissed one
another. When all the tigers and deer
and elephants danced and jumped,
Balabhadra Bhattacarya was struck
with wonder.
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Seeing the animals around Him,
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu remem-
bered Vrindavan. The atmosphere
He had created in the forest and the
consciousness of the forest residents
made Him feel that He had already
reached Vrindavan. He then recited
a verse about Vrindavan: “Vrindavan
is the transcendental abode of the
Lord. There is no hunger, anger, or
thirst there. Although naturally inimi-
cal, human beings and fierce animals
live together there in transcendental
friendship.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam
10.13.60)

Caitanya Mahaprabhu smiled on
seeing the behavior of the animals,
and He continued on His way. His
mind had been absorbed in ecstatic
love at Jagannatha Puri, but when
He passed along the road to Vrinda-
van, that love increased a hundred
times. He reached Varanasi and then
several other towns, continuously
dancing and chanting as He jour-
neyed through Prayag and headed
towards Mathura and Vrindavan.

Reaching Vrindavan

In 1515, Caitanya Mahaprabhu ar-
rived in Vrindavan and revealed the
pastime places of Lord Krsna. His
visit must be understood in terms
of His identity and mood. The de-

At Keshi Tirtha (above),
Krsna killed the horse-
demon Kesi. Below, on

the advice of local people,
Lord Caitanya finds deities
of Krsna and His parents
in a cave. Opposite page:
Radha Kunda, the holiest
of holy sites.

scriptions of His visit are captured
in scriptures like Sr7 Caitanya-
caritamrta, by Srila Krsnadasa Kavi-
raja Gosvami, who puts forward an
esoteric reason for it — Lord Cai-
tanya’s desire to experience Srimati
Radharani’s love for Lord Krsna.
Caitanya Mahaprabhu is Krsna Him-
self, but in the golden complexion
and deep devotional mood of Srimati
Radharani. Therefore He is known
as the Golden Avatar, or Gauranga
(“golden body”). Vrindavan evoked
in Him deep transcendental mellows
as He reenacted the pastimes He, as
Krsna, had performed there five
thousand years ago.

Upon reaching Mathura, Caitanya
Mabhaprabhu first bathed in the Ya-
muna River at Vishram Ghat and
went for darsana of the Krsna deity
(Kesava) at Janmasthan, the holy
birthplace of Krsna, after which He
performed the parikrama (reverential

Painting by Yadurani Devi Dast
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walk) around Mathura. The Lord’s
ecstatic love increased a thousand
times when He visited Mathura, but
it increased a hundred thousand times
when He wandered in the forests of
Vrindavan, beginning with Madhuvan,
Talavan, Kumudavan, and Bahula-
van. It was on Karttika Parnima,

the full-moon day of that holy
month, that Lord Caitanya reached
Vrindavan and began to visit its
twelve sacred forests.

While Mahaprabhu was passing
though the forests, the cows, being
greatly attracted to Him, surrounded
Him and licked Him. When He ca-
ressed them, they were unable to
leave His association. All the birds
began to sing the glories of Radha
and Krsna, and the peacocks danced.
As if offering a gift to a friend, the
trees shook, bathing the Lord in
flowers and presenting their fruits
to Him. Throughout His parikrama,

Lord Caitanya displayed a flood
of happiness that drenched all who
came in contact with Him.

While walking, the Lord saw two
parrots in dialogue and was eager
to hear their conversation. On cue,
the parrots flew down near Him.
Krsnadasa Kaviraja describes their
conversation in detail. First the male
parrot glorified Krsna’s beauty and
the effect He had on the gopis. The
parrot then said that Krsna’s com-
pany was so alluring that even Lak-
smi Dev1 underwent penance to take
part in Krsna’s pastimes with the
gopis — because Krsna is Jagat Mo-
hana, the one who attracts everyone

amanatha Dasa

Painting by R:

in the universe. The female parrot
in turn spoke of SrT Radhika’s
glorious beauty, Her delightful sing-
ing, and Her admirable intelligence,
calling her Susilata (“of excellent
morals”) and CittamohinT (“attractor
of the mind”). The male parrot con-
tinued Krsna’s glorification, call-
ing Him Vamms$idhart (“holder of

the flute”), Chittahart (“stealer of
the mind”), and Madana Mohana
(“attractor of Cupid”). The female
parrot’s response was a more intense
veneration of Radharani. In this way
Caitanya Mahaprabhu relished the
sweet glorifications of Radha and
Krsna.
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Caitanya Mahaprabhu then ar-
rived at Arishta Gram, where Krsna
killed the demon Aristasura five
thousand years ago. This episode
led to the manifestation of Syama
Kunda and Radha Kunda. With the
passage of time, however, these holy
lakes had almost disappeared, and
none of the local residents could
help Lord Caitanya find them. Being
the abode of knowledge, He found
two paddy fields called Kali Badi
(black field) and Gauri Badi (white
field) whose waters had reduced
to the size of two small ponds. He
entered them and bathed while
offering them prayers.

While walking to
Vrindavan, Lord
Caitanya induced
animals to chant
the holy names
(left). Below, dev-
otees taking part

in ISKCON's
Vraja-mandala-
parikrama enjoy
the atmosphere out-
side the Sesa-$ayt
Visnu temple.
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Lord Caitanya had rediscovered
Syama Kunda and Radha Kunda. As
Srimati Radharani is dear to Krsna,
so is Her kunda, or lake. There Lord
Krsna had performed water sports
and the rasa dance with Srimati
Radharant and the other gopis. Near-
by are the kundas of the asta-sakhis,
Radha-Krsna’s eight closest gopi
friends. Overwhelmed by ecstatic
love, Lord Caitanya danced on the
bank of Radha Kunda and drew
tilaka marks on His body with the
lake’s clay.

At Govardhan Hill

Then Caitanya Mahaprabhu pro-
ceeded to the Govardhan parikrama
path. When He saw Govardhan Hill,
He was overwhelmed with joy and
offered obeisances by falling to the
ground like a rod. He embraced a
Govardhan rock and became mad
with ecstatic love. When He arrived
at the village of Govardhan, He off-
ered obeisances to the Krsna deity
named Harideva. Frenzied with ec-
static love, Caitanya Mahaprabhu
danced before Harideva. People were
astonished to see the Lord’s beauty
and ecstasy. He bathed in Brahma
Kunda and that night stayed at the
Harideva temple.

In another temple, on top of Go-
vardhan Hill, resided Gopala Raya,
the beautiful deity of cowherd-boy
Krsna discovered by Srila Madha-
vendra Purl. During the night, Lord
Caitanya wondered how He would
be able to see Gopala Raya without
climbing Govardhan Hill, which
He considered too sacred to climb.
Gopala Raya understood His desire
and reciprocated. A rumor spread
among the villagers that Turkish sol-
diers were coming to destroy their
temples. So the villagers rushed to
protect the deities and moved Go-
pala Raya to a village named Gan-
thuli Gram. The next day, Lord
Caitanya bathed in Govinda Kunda
and then saw Gopala at Ganthuli
Gram. He was so overwhelmed by
ecstatic love that He chanted and
danced continuously for three days
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and three nights. On the fourth day,
Gopala Raya returned to His own
temple.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu then con-
tinued with the Govardhan pari-
krama. At the sight of Govardhan

Vrindavan's
deer approach
Caitanya
Mahaprabhu
(above) on
hearing His
chanting of the
holy names.
At right, the
path around
sacred Gov-
ardhan Hill,
where Lord
Krsna per-
formed many of
His childhood
pastimes.

He became rapturous with love of
Krsna. While dancing, He recited a
verse from the section of the Tenth
Canto of the Bhagavatam known
as the Vepu Gita (“The Song of the
Flute”): “Of all the devotees, this

ese( eleypleMN Aq Sunureq

Govardhana Hill is the best! O my
friends, this hill supplies Krsna and
Balarama, along with Their calves,
cows, and cowherd friends, with all
kinds of necessities — water for drink-
ing, very soft grass, caves, fruits, flow-
ers, and vegetables. In this way the
hill offers respects to the Lord. Be-
ing touched by the lotus feet of
Krsna and Balarama, Govardhana
Hill appears very jubilant.” (10.21.18)

Caitanya Mahaprabhu displayed
deep transcendental emotions, and
His profuse tears fell on Govardhan
as if in an abhiseka (bathing of the
Lord).

The Lord then visited Kamya-
van and other forests one after
the other. He bathed in Pavana
Sarovara and climbed the hill called
Nandisvara, the site of the house
of Maharaja Nanda, Krsna’s father.
After inquiring from local people,
He found three deities in a cave on
the hill: Nanda, his wife (Yasoda),
and between them the beautiful
child Krsna, His body charmingly
curved in three places. After offer-
ing respects, Lord Caitanya touched
Lord Krsna with great love. He
chanted and danced the entire day
and then went to Khadiravan, where
Krsna killed Bakasura, a gigantic
crane demon.
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The Tradition of
Vraja-mandala-parikrama

Visiting Vrindavan's sacred places on foot (Vraja-mandala-parikrama)

BY VISITING and touring Vrinda-
van, Caitanya Mahaprabhu was
reviving Vraja-mandala-parikrama,
or pilgrimage throughout the
greater Vrindavan area. Muslim
invasions of Vrindavan had
brought to a standstill the local
devotees’ visits to the sacred sites.
For safety, some deities had even
been hidden. People gradually
lost awareness of places like
Radha Kunda. Lord Caitanya’s
parikrama of Vrindavan began
the reestablishment of the sacred
places. When He visited Vrinda-
van, the famous Six Gosvamis
were not yet there, but they ar-
rived later with a mission to
locate the forgotten pastime
places.

One other person is especially
credited with reestablishing
Vraja-mandala-parikrama: Na-
rayana Bhatta Gosvami. He was
a disciple of Krsnadasa Brahma-
cari, whose spiritual master was
Gadadhara Pandita, one of Lord
Caitanya’s closest followers. Na-
rayana Bhatta Gosvami was born
in South India and traveled to
Vrindavan at the age of twelve.
He is famous as the Vrajacarya,
or the authority on Vrindavan,
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for he not only rediscovered
many forgotten places but also
established the standard route of
the Vraja-mandala-parikrama —
the path walked by Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

As Narayana Bhatta Gosvami
wandered throughout sacred Vraja,
various pastime places were re-
vealed to him. In trying to estab-
lish the path, he would sometimes
get bewildered when he could
not gather the required informa-
tion from the scriptures or local
saints. Then the deity of Krsna
he carried around his neck would
climb down and walk ahead of
him, showing him the way.

Narayana Bhatta Gosvami or-
ganized festivals throughout
Vraja during which the pastimes
of Krsna were enacted to revive
people’s awareness of them. He
established several temples and
was the author of fifty-two books,
including Vraja-bhakti-vilasa, an
elaborate guide to performing
Vraja-mandala-parikrama. The
book describes the glories of pari-
krama, the mood in which it is to
be performed, the mantras to be
chanted, and rituals to be ob-
served at various places in Vraja.



The Caitanya-caritamrta states
that when St Caitanya Mahaprabhu
visited the temple of Sesa—ééyi (Visnu
reclining on His serpent bed) and His
consort Laksmi Devi, He recited a
verse from the Srimad-Bhagavatam
(10.31.19), spoken by the gopis
when Krsna left them during the
rasa dance: “O dearly beloved! Your
lotus feet are so soft that we place
them gently on our breasts, fearing
that Your feet will be hurt. Our life
rests only in You. Our minds, there-
fore, are filled with anxiety that Your
tender feet might be wounded by
pebbles as You roam about on the
forest path.”

Thereafter, the Lord arrived at
Khela Tirtha and then Bhandiravan.
After crossing the Yamuna River,
He went to Bhadravan. Then he vis-
ited Srivan, Lohavan, Mahavan, and
Gokula, the place of Krsna’s early
childhood pastimes. Upon seeing the
spot where Krsna freed two demi-
gods who had been cursed to live as
trees, Lord Caitanya felt tremendous
ecstatic love. Finally He returned to
Mathura.

In search of solitude, Lord Cai-
tanya soon moved to Akrura Ghat.
He then visited Seva Kunj, the loca-
tion of the rasa dance in the present
town of Vrindavan. He was so over-
whelmed by love of Krsna that He

fainted. Regaining consciousness,
He rolled on the ground in ecstasy.
Thereafter He visited Keshi Tirtha
and then returned to Akrura Ghat in
the evening.

The next morning, St Caitanya
Mahaprabhu returned to Vrindavan
and bathed at Chira Ghat, where
Krsna had teased the gopis by steal-
ing their clothes while they bathed
in the Yamuna. Lord Caitanya rested
under a tamarind tree that had been
there since the time of Lord Krsna’s
pastimes. Because the river Yamuna
flowed nearby, a cool breeze was
blowing. Lord Caitanya beheld the
beauty of Vrindavan and the river.

He performed kirtana there, His ab-
sorption in thoughts of Krsna caus-
ing His golden complexion to turn
bluish.

Quoting the Brhan-naradiya
Purana, Lord Caitanya told every-
one of the importance of chanting
the holy name: “In this age of Kali,
the only means of deliverance is the
chanting of the holy names of the
Lord. There is no other way, no other
way, no other way.”

Has Krsna Returned
To Vrindavan?

At this time, everywhere Lord Cai-
tanya went the talk of the town was
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that Krsna had again appeared in
Vrindavan. Some people who had
come from Vrindavan to Akrura Ghat
reported that they had seen Krsna
dancing on the hoods of the serpent
Kaliya in the Yamuna, just has He
had done fifty centuries earlier. Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu’s traveling com-
panion, Balabhadra Bhattacarya,
wanted to go see the reported Krsna.
But Mahaprabhu rebuked him, say-
ing that those who were supposedly
seeing Krsna were mad.

Why would Krsna appear in Kali-
yuga? asked Lord Caitanya. The
scriptures, He explained, say that He
appears in only three of the four ages.

In fact, since Caitanya Maha-
prabhu is Krsna, there was no need
for Balabhadra Bhattacarya to go
elsewhere. The supposed appearance
of Krsna at Kaliya Ghat was an illu-
sion, and Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s
appearance was the reality. The
so-called Krsna turned out to be a
fisherman standing in his boat.

As the Caitanya-caritamrta (Ma-
dhya 18.118-19) shows, the people
then understood the real identity of
Caitanya Mahaprabhu: “By Your
bodily features we can see that You
are none other than the son of
Nanda Maharaja, although the gol-
den luster of Your body has cov-
ered Your original complexion. As
the aroma of deer musk cannot be
concealed by wrapping it in a cloth,
Your characteristics as the Supreme
Personality of Godhead cannot be
concealed by any means.”

Caitanya Mahaprabhu stayed for
many days at Akrura Ghat and re-
vived the Krsna consciousness of
many people. One day, He recalled
the celebrated pastime that had oc-
curred there when Akriira was tak-
ing Krsna and Balarama away from
Vrindavan. While in the river
chanting the Gayatri mantra, Akrtra
saw Vaikuntha, as well as Lord
Visnu reclining on Ananta-§esa.

As Caitanya Mahaprabhu recalled
Akrura’s vision, He fell into the
Yamuna and almost drowned. Bala-
bhadra Bhattacarya jumped into
(please turn to page 61)

BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Referred to as “the ripe fruit of the tree of Vedic literature,” Srimad-Bhagavatam
is the most complete and authoritative exposition of Vedic knowledge. Five thousand years ago
the great sage Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence
of spiritual knowledge. Here we present Srimad-Bhagavatam in serialized form,
with the original Sanskrit text, transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
founder-acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

HARACTERISTICS
OF AN IDEAL KING

The professional reciters continue their glorification of King Prthu.

CANTO 4: CHAPTER 16

12 S AT T FHOT =R
I FATEAE e JfeA

antar bahis ca bhiutanam
pasyan karmani caranaih
udasina ivadhyakso
vayur atmeva dehinam

antah — internally; bahih — externally; ca — and; bhiatanam
— of living entities; pasyan — seeing; karmani — acti-
vities; caranaih — by spies; udasinah — neutral; iva — like;
adhyaksah — the witness; vayuh — the air of life; atma
— the living force; iva — like; dehinam — of all the
embodied.

King Prthu will be able to see all the internal and exter-
nal activities of every one of his citizens. Still no one will
be able to know his system of espionage, and he him-
self will remain neutral regarding all matters of glori-
fication or vilification paid to him. He will be exactly
like air, the life force within the body, which is exhib-
ited internally and externally but is always neutral to
all affairs.

13 ATEUST ST HAHTcHIgHTH Y
TUSTATHSIAY 0SS Hay e

nadandyam dandayaty esa

sutam atma-dvisam api
dandayaty atmajam api

dandyam dharma-pathe sthitah

na—not; adandyam —not punishable; dandayati — punishes;
esah — this King; sutam — the son; atma-dvisam — of his
enemies; api — even; dandayati — he punishes; atma-jam —
his own son; api — even; dandyam — punishable; dharma-
pathe — on the path of piety; sthitah — being situated.

Since this King will always remain on the path of piety,
he will be neutral to both his son and the son of his
enemy. If the son of his enemy is not punishable, he
will not punish him, but if his own son is punishable,
he will immediately punish him.

PURPORT: These are the characteristics of an impartial
ruler. It is the duty of a ruler to punish the criminal and
give protection to the innocent. King Prthu was so neutral
that if his own son were punishable, he would not hesitate
to punish him. On the other hand, if the son of his enemy
were innocent, he would not engage in some intrigue in
order to punish him.

14 FEMIdEd T JARHEEAT
TAA WIETEHT AT TAT0T:

asyapratihatam cakram
prthor amanasacalat
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BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

vartate bhagavan arko
yavat tapati go-ganaih

asya — of this King; apratihatam — not being impeded;
cakram — the circle of influence; prthoh — of King Prthu;
a-manasa-acalat—up to Manasa Mountain; vartate — remains;
bhagavan — the most powerful; arkah — sun-god; yavat
— just as; fapati — shines; go-ganaih — with rays of light.

Just as the sun-god expands his shining rays up to the
Arctic region without impedance, the influence of King
Prthu will cover all tracts of land up to the Arctic region
and will remain undisturbed as long as he lives.

PURPORT: Although the Arctic region is not visible to
ordinary persons, the sun shines there without impediment.
Just as no one can check the sunshine from spreading all
over the universe, no one could check the influence and
reign of King Prthu, which would remain undisturbed as
long as he lived. The conclusion is that the sunshine and
the sun-god cannot be separated, nor could King Prthu and
his ruling strength be separated. His rule over everyone
would continue without disturbance. Thus the King could
not be separated from his ruling power.

15 YARSAfd TErHFRaHTeRad:
SFATATE A HARAAH: TT:

ranjayisyati yal lokam
ayam datma-vicestitaih
athamum ahiu rajanam
mano-ranjanakaih prajah

ranjayisyati — will please; yat —because; lokam — the entire
world; ayam — this King; atma — personal; vicestitaih — by
activities; atha — therefore; amum — him; ahuh — they call;
rajanam — the King; manah-ranjanakaih — very pleasing
to the mind; prajah — the citizens.

This King will please everyone by his practical activ-
ities, and all of his citizens will remain very satisfied.
Because of this the citizens will take great satisfaction
in accepting him as their ruling king.
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16 3EAA: HAG- FEUAT JgHIF:
TROT: AT AAE eaeq:

drdha-vratah satya-sandho
brahmanyo vrddha-sevakah

Saranyah sarva-bhitanam
manado dina-vatsalah

drdha-vratah — firmly determined; satya-sandhah — al-
ways situated in truth; brahmanyah — a lover of the brah-
minical culture; vrddha-sevakah — a servitor of the old
men; saranyah — to be taken shelter of; sarva-bhiutanam
— of all living entities; mana-dah — one who gives re-
spect to all; dina-vatsalah — very kind to the poor and
helpless.

The King will be firmly determined and always situated
in truth. He will be a lover of the brahminical culture
and will render all service to old men and give shelter
to all surrendered souls. Giving respect to all, he will
always be merciful to the poor and innocent.

PURPORT: The word vrddha-sevakah is very significant.

Vrddha means “old men.” ¢ There are two kinds of old
men: one is old by age, and another is old by knowledge.
This Sanskrit word indicates that one can be older by the
advancement of knowledge. King Prthu was very respect-
ful to the brahmanas, and he protected them. He also pro-
tected persons advanced in age. Whatever the King would
decide to do, no one would be able to stop. That is called
drdha-sankalpa, or drdha-vrata.

17 AIGHRE: RETY To ™y Tared:
Y At gl SRmEnean

matr-bhaktih para-strisu
patnyam ardha ivatmanah

prajasu pitrvat snigdhah
kinkaro brahma-vadinam

matr-bhaktih — as respectful as one is to his mother; para-
strisu—to other women; patnyam — to his own wife; ardhah
— half; iva — like; atmanah — of his body; prajasu — unto
the citizens; pitr-vat — like a father; snigdhah — affection-
ate; kinkarah — servant; brahma-vadinam — of the devo-
tees who preach the glories of the Lord.

The King will respect all women as if they were his own
mother, and he will treat his own wife as the other half
of his body. ) He will be just like an affectionate father
to his citizens, and ¢ he will treat himself as the most
obedient servant of the devotees, who always preach
the glories of the Lord.

BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

PURPORT: &) A learned man treats all women except his
wife as his mother, looks on others’ property as garbage in
the street, and treats others as he would treat his own self.
These are the symptoms of a learned person as described
by Canakya Pandita. This should be the standard for edu-
cation. Education does not mean having academic degrees
only. One should execute what he has learned in his per-
sonal life. These learned characteristics were verily man-
ifest in the life of King Prthu. Although he was the king,
he treated himself as a servant of the Lord’s devotees. Ac-
cording to Vedic etiquette, if a devotee came to a king’s
palace, the king would immediately offer his own seat to
him. The word brahma-vadinam is very significant. Brahma-
vadr refers to the devotees of the Lord. Brahman, Param-
atma, and Bhagavan are different terms for the Supreme
Brahman, and the Supreme Brahman is Lord Krsna. This
is accepted in Bhagavad-gita (10.12) by Arjuna (param
brahma param dhama). Thus the word brahma-vadinam
refers to the devotees of the Lord. The state should always
serve the devotees of the Lord, €2 and the ideal state should
conduct itself according to the instructions of the devotee.
Because King Prthu followed this principle, he is highly
praised.

18 IfeATHTHINS: gl gy
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dehinam atmavat-presthah
suhrdam nandi-vardhanah

mukta-sanga-prasango ’yam
danda-panir asadhusu

dehinam — to all living entities having a body; atma-vat
— as himself; presthah — considering dear; suhrdam — of
his friends; nandi-vardhanah — increasing pleasures; mukta-
sanga — with persons devoid of all material contamina-
tion; prasangah — intimately associated; ayam — this
King; danda-panih — a chastising hand; asadhusu — to the
criminals.

The King will consider all embodied living entities as
dear as his own self, and he will always be increasing
the pleasures of his friends. He will intimately associ-
ate with liberated persons, and he will be a chastising
hand to all impious persons.

PURPORT: The word dehinam refers to those who are
embodied. The living entities are embodied in different
forms, which number 8,400,000 species. All of these were
treated by the King in the same way he would treat him-
self. In this age, however, so-called kings and presi-
dents do not treat all other living entities as their own self.
Most of them are meat-eaters, and even though they may
not be meat-eaters and may pose themselves to be very reli-

gious and pious, they still allow cow slaughter within their
state. Such sinful heads of state cannot actually be popu-
lar at any time. Another significant word in this verse
is mukta-sanga-prasangah, which indicates that the King
was always associating with liberated persons.

19 3T T AETETEETHa:
FEE S FAAEAL:
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ayam tu saksad bhagavams try-adhisah
kiita-stha atma kalayavatirnah

yasminn avidya-racitam nirarthakam
pasyanti nanatvam api pratitam

ayam — this King; tu — then; saksat — directly; bhagavan
— the Supreme Personality of Godhead; tri-adhisah — the
master of the three planetary systems; kiifa-sthah — with-
out any change; atma — the Supersoul; kalaya — by a par-
tial plenary expansion; avatirnah — descended; yasmin —in
whom; avidya-racitam — created by nescience; nirarthakam
— without meaning; pasyanti — they see; nanatvam — ma-
terial variegatedness; api — certainly; pratitam —understood.

This King is the master of the three worlds, and he
is directly empowered by the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. He is without change, and he is an incar-
nation of the Supreme known as a Saktyavesa-avatara.
Being a liberated soul and completely learned, he sees
all material varieties as meaningless because their basic
principle is nescience.

PURPORT: The reciters of these prayers are describing the
transcendental qualities of Prthu Maharaja. These quali-
ties are summarized in the words saksad bhagavan. This
indicates that Maharaja Prthu is directly the Supreme
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BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Personality of Godhead and therefore possesses unlimited
good qualities. Being an incarnation of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, Maharaja Prthu could not be equaled
in his excellent qualities. The Supreme Personality of God-
head is fully equipped with six kinds of opulences, and
King Prthu was also empowered in such a way that he
could display these six opulences of the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead in full.

The word kitta-stha, meaning “without change,” is also
very significant. ({) There are two kinds of living entities —
nitya-mukta and nitya-baddha. A nitya-mukta never forgets
his position as the eternal servant of the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead. One who does not forget this position
and knows that he is part and parcel of the Supreme Lord
is nitya-mukta. Such a nitya-mukta living entity represents
the Supersoul as His expansion. As stated in the Vedas,
nityo nityanam. Thus the nitya-mukta living entity knows
that he is an expansion of the supreme nitya, or the eternal
Supreme Personality of Godhead. Being in such a position,
he sees the material world with a different vision. The liv-
ing entity who is nitya-baddha, or eternally conditioned,
sees the material varieties as being actually different from
one another. In this connection we should remember that
the embodiment of the conditioned soul is considered to be
like a dress. One may dress in different ways, but a really
learned man does not take dresses into consideration. As
stated in Bhagavad-gita (5.18):

vidya-vinaya-sampanne
brahmane gavi hastini

Suni caiva svapake ca
panditah sama-darsinah

“The humble sage, by virtue of true knowledge, sees with
equal vision a learned and gentle brahmana, a cow, an ele-
phant, a dog, and a dog-eater [outcaste].”

Thus a learned man does not look upon the dresses
that externally cover the living entity, but sees the pure
soul within the varieties of dress and knows very well
that the varieties of dress are the creation of nescience
(avidya-racitam). Being a saktyavesa-avatara, empowered
by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Prthu Maharaja
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did not change his spiritual position, and consequently
there was no possibility of his viewing the material world
as reality.

20 T VAT AUSAHIGATS -
TTHFART TETATS:
AT A3 T

TEEId AT U

ayam bhuvo mandalam odayadrer
goptaika-viro naradeva-nathah

asthaya jaitram ratham atta-capah
paryasyate daksinato yatharkah

ayam — this King; bhuvah — of the world; mandalam —
the globe; @-udaya-adreh — from the mountain where the
first appearance of the sun is visible; gopta — will protect;
eka — uniquely; virah — powerful, heroic; nara-deva — of
all kings, gods in human society; nathah — the master;
asthaya — being situated on; jaitram — victorious; ratham
— his chariot; atta-capah — holding the bow; paryasyate —
he will circumambulate; daksinatah — from the southern
side; yatha — like; arkah — the sun.

This King, being uniquely powerful and heroic, will
have no competitor. He will travel around the globe
on his victorious chariot, holding his invincible bow
in his hand and appearing exactly like the sun, which
rotates in its own orbit from the south.

PURPORT: In this verse the word yatharkah indicates that
the sun is not fixed but is rotating in its orbit, which is
set by the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This is
confirmed in the Brahma-samhita and also in other parts
of Srimad-Bhdagavatam. In the Fifth Canto of Srimad-
Bhagavatam it is stated that the sun rotates in its own orbit
at the rate of sixteen thousand miles per second. Similarly,
Brahma-samhita states, yasyajiiaya bhramati sambhrta-
kala-cakrah: the sun rotates in its own orbit according to
the order of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The
conclusion is that the sun is not fixed in one place. (2 As
far as Prthu Maharaja is concerned, it is indicated that his
ruling power would extend all over the world. The Hima-
laya Mountains, from which the sunrise is first seen, are
called udayacala or udaydadri. 1t is herein indicated that
Prthu Maharaja’s reign over the world would cover even
the Himalaya Mountains and extend to the borders of all
oceans and seas. In other words, his reign would cover
the entire planet.

[Continued in the next issue.]

SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

Science’s
Imitation
Barking

The following conversation

between His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupdada and some
of his disciples took place on an early-

morning walk in Geneva on June 6,
1974.

Srila Prabhupada: Just look at this
fig. In this one fig, you find thousands
of seeds, and each tiny seed can pro-
duce another tree as big as the original
fig tree. Inside each little seed is a
whole new fig tree.

Now, where is that chemist who can
do such a thing: first, make a tree, and
then, make the tree bear fruit, and next,
make the fruit produce seeds — and
f "4\ finally, make the seeds produce still
] more trees? Just tell me. Where is that
: chemist?

Disciple: They talk very proudly, Srila

Prabhupada, but none of these chemists
_and such can do any of these things.
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Srila Prabhupada: Once a big
chemist came to me and admitted,
“Our chemical advancement, our
scientific advancement, is like a man
who has learned to bark. So many
natural dogs are already barking,

but no one pays any attention. But
if a man artificially learns the art of
barking, oh, so many people will go
to see — and even purchase tickets
for ten dollars, twenty dollars. Just
to see an artificial dog. Our scientific
advancement is like this.”

If a man makes an artificial imita-
tion of nature, say by barking, peo-
ple go to see and even pay money.
When it comes to the natural bark-
ing, no one cares. And when these
big so-called scientific rascals claim
they can manufacture life, people
give all sorts of praise and awards.
As for God’s perfect, natural process
— millions and millions of beings
born at each moment — no one cares.
People don’t give God’s process
very much credit.

The fool who concocts some uto-
pian scheme for creating living beings
from dead material chemicals — he is
given all credit, you see: the Nobel
Prize. “Oh, here is a creative genius.”
And nature is injecting millions and
millions of souls into material bod-
ies at every moment — the arrange-
ment of God — and no one cares.
This is rascaldom.

Even if we suppose you could

manufacture a man or animal in
your laboratory, what would be your
credit? After all, a single man or ani-
mal created by you, and millions and
millions created by the Lord. So we
want to give credit to Krsna, who is
really creating all these living beings
we see every day.
Disciple: Prabhupada, you remember
Aldous Huxley, who predicted in
Brave New World a process of gen-
etically screening babies, of breed-
ing men for certain traits. The idea
would be to take one strain of traits
and breed a class of working men,
take another strain of traits and
breed a class of administrators, and
take still another strain of traits and
breed a class of cultured advisors
and scholars.
Srila Prabhupada: Once again, that
is already present in God’s natural ar-
rangement. Guna-karma-vibhagasah:
according to one’s qualities and
activities in his past life, in this pres-
ent life he gets a fitting body. If one
has cultivated the qualities and activ-
ities of ignorance, he gets an igno-
rant body and must live by manual
labor. If one has cultivated the qual-
ities and activities of striving pas-
sion, he gets a passionate body and
must live by taking charge of others
— administration.

If one has cultivated the qualities
and activities of enlightenment, he
gets an enlightened body and must
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live by enlightening and advising
others.

So you see, God has already
made such a perfect arrangement.
Every soul receives the body he
desires and deserves, and the social
order receives citizens with required
traits. Not that you have to “breed”
these traits. By His natural arrange-
ment, the Lord equips particular
souls with particular kinds of bodies.
Why even try imitating what God
and nature already do perfectly?

I told that scientist who visited
me, “You scientists — you are simply
wasting time.” Childish. They are
just imitating the dog’s barking. The
scientist pays no attention, gives no
credit to the real dog doing the real
barking. Actually, that is today’s sit-
uation. When the natural dog barks,
that is not science. When the artifi-
cial, imitation dog barks, that is sci-
ence. Isn’t it so? To whatever degree
the scientist succeeds in artificially
imitating what the Lord’s natural
arrangement is already doing — that
is science.

Disciple: When you heard, Prabhu-
pada, about the scientists claiming
they can now produce babies in a
test tube, you said, “But that is al-
ready being done in the mother’s
womb. The womb is the perfect test
tube.”

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Nature is
already doing everything with utter
perfection. But some puffed-up sci-
entist will make a shabby imitation —
using the ingredients nature supplies
— and get the Nobel Prize.

And what to speak of actually
creating a baby — let us see the sci-
entists produce even one blade of
grass in their proud laboratories.
Disciple: They should give the Lord
and Mother Nature the Nobel Prize.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, yes.
Disciple: Really, I think they should
give you the Nobel Prize. You’ve
taken so many foolish atheists and
created devotees of God.

Srila Prabhupada: Oh, I — I am a
“natural dog,” so they’ll not give me
any prize. [Laughs.] They will award
the prize to the artificial dogs. ¥
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www.iskcon.org is the official
website of the International Soci-
ety for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON). The site provides a
place for people to find out about
ISKCON, its people, their activi-
ties, and the philosophy of Krsna
consciousness.

Iskcon.org is primarily an
introductory site, meant for peo-
ple from around the world who
have an interest in finding out
about ISKCON. ISKCON mem-
bers who become familiar with

the site feel inspired to direct the
inquisitive to it.

Under About Us there are
details about ISKCON, its his-
tory, and Srila Prabhupada as the
founder-acarya. There is also a
description of Vaisnavism, its
sampradayas, and its place in
Vedic culture.

The Activities menu has infor-
mation about the culture of ISK-
CON and describes the devotees’
dynamic music, art, dance, and
drama. There is also a discussion

of ISKCON’s literary tradition,
the movement having printed
and distributed half a billion
books and magazines. Also un-
der Activities are introductions
to kirtana, festivals, and cow
protection.

The content in the Beliefs
menu digs deeper into Vaisnava
philosophy, starting with bhakti-
voga. There are sections on
meditation, vegetarianism, the
use of sacred texts, and reincar-
nation and karma.

The People menu has brief
autobiographies by devotees that
show the wide variety of people
from all walks of life who have
come to Krsna consciousness.
After introducing themselves,
they answer the questions “Why
am [ a devotee?” and “How
does devotion guide my life?”

The News menu links to
iskconnews.org, “The News
Agency of the International
Society for Krishna
Consciousness.”

The Resources menu has a
list of tracks from albums by
well-known devotee musicians.
There are photos of devotees
involved in kirtana, food dis-
tribution, and other devotional
activities. There is a range of
answers to frequently asked
questions (FAQs) about death,
God, life, the soul, and yoga.
There is also a link to the
ISKCON Interfaith Statement.

Under Links you can browse
an online library, download
e-books, and learn more about
Srila Prabhupada.

In the Connect menu you can
open a live chat with devotees,
search the worldwide Temple
Directory, subscribe to a news-
letter, or send a message and
receive an answer by email.

Iskcon.org is a colorful,
friendly, easy-to-use website just
perfect for sharing with people
new to Krsna consciousness.
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Srila Prabhupdda arrived in 1965 and gave
America’s post-war generation — the first to grow up
watching TV — sound motives to learn about Krsna.
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by Tattvavit Dasa

his father’s name into Google or
What he

HO WAS Srila Prabhupada,
new in America fifty years delving into archives. . . .
ago? A hero. Who is he now  wanted, rather, was to assemble a pic-
ture of his father” from memory. Dis-
ciples ought to be able to say what

for me?
their guru is for them, what part of

Clockwise, beginning at
upper left: Prabhupdda's _ ;
samadht in Vrindavan; Dallas - / ; 1 A - / J
temple garden, 1975 (the author . ¥ o i ' N
is seated at Prabhupada's . X ; : f ;
right); Jayananda Ddsa con- y : y i . ] e . - 1 In Tim Parks’s story Reverend, 1
structing Rathayatra carts in - I G 1 read about a sixty-year-old English-
San Francisco; Prabhupada ] e " ad man looking back thirty years to recall  their personality they owe him. How
onstage at the 1974 San Fran- = r i IAE 3 = his deceased father, a clergyman: “He did our separate cultures interface?
cisco Rathayatra festival, the & didn’t feel like doing research, putting  How did my background shape my
author with family (seated next
to his 1’7'1011’187'), eal‘ly 1960s. NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2015
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involvement in and understanding of
his movement?

Prabhupada turned sixty-nine
going to America by sea. In my
town in Minnesota, it was summer
and I was nearly fifteen. Our base-
ball team practiced most mornings.
The town has a golf course and a
public swimming area next to a nar-
row river. After seeing the Beatles
on TV, in 1964, we boys grew long
hair. I delivered a Minneapolis news-
paper to houses, sometimes stopping
at St. Mary’s Villa to see my mater-
nal grandmother, who, after outliv-
ing my grandfather, would die
there.

Prabhupada’s thirty-five-day
ocean crossing brought on two
heart attacks. He dreamed of Lord
Krsna telling him not to fear, assur-
ing him of protection. In his diary he

Jan Olof Bengtsson observes,
“Whether the potential historical sig-
nificance of his mission to the West
will be realized depends on how his
organization (ISKCON) and its work
are received in the West by Western-
ers. And this, in turn, depends on the
extent to which his followers suc-
ceed in achieving a deep, long-term,
selective translation and integration
of Gaudiya Vaisnava spirituality

into the historically evolved culture
and society of the West, taking into
account its particular characteristics
and history in a more conscious,
deliberate, and discerning manner
than has heretofore been done.”*

Bad Choices

My grandmother left an impression
on my heart when I was young. She

In fifty years, in eighty languages,

wrote about coming to the West to
teach in English, just to execute his
guru’s order. On September 19 he
reached New York, a grandfatherly
gentleman far from home, and so
poorly accommodated in Manhattan
for nine months that today people
admire his patience and valor.

By risking his life when most
men retire, Prabhupada demon-
strated a devotee’s unselfishness.

A devotee — happy having Krsna —
knows perfect happiness yet whole-
heartedly cares about others and
hence conveys to everyone the bliss
of serving Krsna. In fifty years, in
eighty languages, those of us he
inspired have distributed a half bil-
lion of Prabhupada’s books. Thanks
to his good influence, for the first
time in history people all over the
world now take Krsna consciousness
seriously.

My Swedish friend the scholar

those of us he inspired have distributed

a half billion of Prabhupada’s books.

said something to my mom, pretend-
ing not to see me under the kitchen
counter. She indirectly said it to me,
because I had grown old enough to
start discerning what is acceptable.

“Tommy has a bit of the devil in
him,” Grandma said.

I thus began to benefit from the
informed opinion of another, which
is a powerful motive for serious
self-criticism. While I attended col-
lege, Prabhupada’s cultured opinions
started motivating me.

“We are often confident even
when we are wrong,” writes Dan-
iel Kahneman, “and an objective
observer is more likely to detect our

* Jan Olof Bengtsson, “The Hare Krsna
Movement and Western Cultural Iden-
tity: Education, Preaching, and Conver-
sion,” ISKCON Studies Journal, Vol. 2
(2014): pp. 21-44. (Online: http://isi.
sdgaudio.org)
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errors than we are.”

Kahneman received the 2002
Nobel Prize in Economics for his
work on the psychology of judgment
and decision-making. At the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley, he was
the graduate-school advisor of my
longtime friend and former class-
mate Terry Odean, who gave me
Kahneman'’s best-seller, Thinking,
Fast and Slow, as a Diwali present.
Terry holds a chair at Berkeley’s
business school.

Kahneman writes, “[Improving]
the ability to identify and under-
stand errors of judgment and choice,
in others and in ourselves . . . may
suggest an intervention to limit the
damage that bad judgments and
choices often cause.”

Prabhupada showed anyone how
to recognize a key error: misiden-
tifying the body or mind as one’s
permanent or existent self. Ahari
brahmasmi: 1 am a spirit soul. And
souls entangled in the world of mat-
ter need to get out of this dreadful
temporary environment. For that we
need a process. A guru who really
represents God suggests practical
interventions to limit the damage
caused by the bad choice of thinking
only of this life.

Prabhupada offers the practice
of Krsna consciousness according
to firm guidelines. This process re-
minds me of the braces that straight-
ened my teeth. Every three weeks
the orthodontist adjusted the wires
and clamps — tightly! Similarly,
Prabhupada ordered us to restrict sex
to procreation; to not gamble or get
intoxicated; to not eat meat, fish, or
eggs; and to chant the Hare Krsna
mantra. By these practices we can
gradually reach the spiritual level
at which we constantly experience
ourselves as transcendental to con-
ditional identifications and attach-
ments. And by gradually obtaining
love of Krsna, we make our lives
successful.

In Los Angeles on Sunday, Janu-
ary 13, 1974, I saw Prabhupada for
the first time. Only two days earlier
I had arrived in California — now

twenty-three — to try living in San
Francisco’s temple for six months.
In his class, Prabhupada discussed
the states of ignorance, passion, and
goodness. A soul’s activity in con-
tact with matter becomes adulterated
in acts of foolishness and desire.
Without eliminating these effects of
ignorance and passion, he said, and
elevating yourself to the mode of
goodness, you remain ineligible to
be the Lord’s devotee. Analogously,
without an undergraduate degree
you cannot enter law school. Good
devotees then make further progress
and rise to the transcendental level
of seeing Krsna “by dint of pure
affection” and become completely
happy.

The analogy was personally rel-
evant. Bachelor’s degree in hand, I
had applied to law school and grad-
uate school. The University of Wis-
consin in Madison accepted me
into a Master’s program in Bud-
dhist studies. D. T. Suzuki’s books
inspired me (maybe, like him, I
could become a writer and practi-
tioner). But nirvana, void and un-
varied, seemed not worth years of
study. I became more attracted to
Krsna’s wondrously varied eternal
world, illustrated in Prabhupada’s
book Krsna, which George Harrison
had funded.

John Berryman, a scholar and
Pulitzer Prize—winning poet at the
University of Minnesota, killed him-
self when I was taking his seminar.
I wondered whether I might end up
like him. (The first article I wrote
for this magazine discusses this poor
soul’s desperation due to lust and
alcoholism.) Instead of becoming a
graduate student, I became obligated
to Prabhupada, an extraordinary
teacher free of the faults of most
intellectuals. He offered an invalu-
able remedy for the bad choices I
was making.

One Particular Disciple

Prabhupada’s senior disciple in
San Francisco especially carried
me along for half a year — when a
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demanding schedule and absorption
in Krsna still seemed strange and
overwhelming. He was firm on
himself and humble with others.

“Bhakta Tom,” he said the first
week, “we’re going out to chant
Hare Krsna. Please come with us.”

Jayananda’s sincerity encouraged
me. He regularly organized the in-
spiring chanting and dancing on the
streets. Tall and charismatic, he
played a drum and led the singing.

On a recording, Prabhupada pauses
his lecture upon seeing Jayananda
enter the room and says, “Jayananda
looks like $1T Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
Yes! He was tall and stout and strong.
Caitanya Mahaprabhu.”

S1 Caitanya benevolently gave
humanity a dispensation, five hun-
dred years ago, to chant Krsna’s
names as the sufficient means of
spiritual deliverance. Just a recipi-
ent of the grace of Prabhupada and
S1i Caitanya, I lacked any further
qualifications to join the Hare Krsna
movement.

I had studied intellectual history,

the history of ideas (such as racism
in philosophy and literature). I pro-
tested the military-industrial estab-
lishment’s Vietnam War and adopted
some hippie ways, a countercultural
means of renouncing the material-
ism of Western culture and society.
In the mainstream, the birth control
pill and legal abortion encouraged
sexual irresponsibility. So did hip-
piedom, but as the scholar Jan Olof
writes, to the extent that hippies
authentically sought spiritual enlight-
enment, they were, in a sense, right
to “drop out,” and providentially
were present to receive and carry
on Prabhupada’s mission when he
arrived. Prabhupada often quipped
that he had made hippies “happies.”

There were things I didn’t like
about the temple, such as the mem-
bers’ lack of participation in decid-
ing on which direction the center
took, but within me were many
shameful tendencies even more un-
likable, for which I needed spiritual
aid, so I mostly cooperated with the
devotees.
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Jayananda died of leukemia in
mid-1977, renowned as the organizer
of the Rathayatra (“Chariot Festival)
in San Francisco and the pioneer of
the Rathayatra parades on Fifth Ave-
nue in New York and Venice Beach
in Los Angeles. We talked in the
Manhattan temple for the last time.
He made the point — again, about
bad choices — that unless we keep
serving Krsna, our mental state will
be just crammed with decisions
offered by maya, Krsna’s illusory
energy, and we will be perpetually
entangled in the temporary world.
Humble Jayananda knew, from Srila
Prabhupada, the art of making the
better choice.

you will become cockroaches in your
cars. Offering Krsna what we eat nour-
ishes the body spiritually and counter-
acts karmic reactions. Thus Prabhupada
identified errors of judgment and
suggested better decisions.

In Dallas, on a scorching summer
evening Prabhupada was sitting at
the top of a flight of outdoor cement
steps, about to speak with a disciple.
The day’s heat was rising from the
cement, so he had someone bring a
bucket of cold water and pour it over
the landing. I stood beside the bot-
tom step and railing, just to watch
(not really within earshot). But he
saw me from the corners of his eyes
and gently raised his folded palms as

Prabhupada spoke daily about how to

know Krsna in truth. In Dallas, under the

evening sky, he described seeing Krsna.

Tours in North America

Prabhupada’s last four years were
the years I had his association. I saw
him at festivals and heard his classes
in Los Angeles, San Francisco, New
York, Dallas, Denver, Chicago, De-
troit, and Toronto. I traveled across
North America twice in the mid-1970s
with a group that sold his books to
college libraries and professors. We
not only visited all the ISKCON
temples but followed Prabhupada’s
summer tours. At colleges, I accom-
panied the group leader, Satsvartipa
Dasa Goswami, to classrooms where
he was invited to speak, and I did
research in libraries for his first
book, Readings in Vedic Literature.
Speaking at a Sunday program in
Toronto, Prabhupada warned Indian
guests not to forget Krsna; otherwise,
there would be consequences. Now
in the West, he said, you have big
cars, good salaries, nice apartments
— but if you do not offer your food
to Krsna (which the Bhagavad-gita
recommends), then in your next life

a signal for me to leave the private
conversation.

Earlier that evening we had all
met him in the garden. For me, the
most important thing he said was
that if you can control your tongue,
you can control all your other senses.
He meant: chanting Hare Krsna, eat-
ing only food offered to Krsna, and
telling others about Krsna. Traveling
worldwide, Prabhupada spoke daily
to people about how to know Krsna
in truth. In Dallas, under the evening
sky, he described seeing Krsna:

Krsna’s energy is not different
from Krsna. The sunlight is Krsna’s
energy, air is Krsna’s energy, water
is Krsna’s energy, land is Krsna’s
energy, the sky is Krsna’s energy.
This is Krsna’s, or God’s, all-
pervasiveness. The universe is

an expansion of Krsna’s energy.
Every working of nature — Krsna
is doing that. So God is present
everywhere. If we can learn how
to see Krsna always, then our lives
are successful. And this is possible
by gradually increasing our love
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for Krsna by the devotional process,
little by little, little by little. Just
like in practical life, we begin to
love somebody gradually, one thing
after another, not all of a sudden.
Then surrender — that is the ultimate
state of loving affairs. We surrender
to Krsna out of love, which is the
ultimate perfection.

Memories and Memorials

In 2012 I went to my hometown after
being away for forty years. Now my
brothers and sister live elsewhere, but
we held a reunion at my brother’s sum-
mer home at a lake. We had inherited
Catholicism. When young, we some-
times prayed: “Now I lay me down to
sleep/ I pray the Lord my soul
to keep/ And if I die before I
wake/ I pray the Lord my soul
to take.” God is everywhere
and above it all — knowing
everyone’s desires — so God is
the most capable protector at
the time of death, we learned.

We used to sing a likeable
hymn in church: “Holy God,
We Praise Thy Name.” I and other
altar boys memorized Latin prayers
for the Mass. Nowadays, I chant San-
skrit prayers and the holy names in the
Hare Krsna mantra.

The church has not changed, ex-
cept for the addition of ceiling fans. It
looks exactly the same, with nothing
replaced but the confessional stalls.
Even the same old door handles re-
main in use, and the closet that held
the altar boys’ cassocks still holds
them.

Colorful pamphlets at the front
entry presented positions on faith and
practice, but none addressed meat-
eating or intoxication — two Catholic
allowances beneath Prabhupada’s
purer standards.

Around the early 1960s, on certain
rare holy days the priests prostrated
themselves on the sanctuary floor. It
was in a routine prostrated pose of
offering respect to God that I saw
Prabhupada for the first time (just
before his class in Los Angeles that
January). Bowing to show respect to
the Divine is something atheists will

never do, but God comes to every-
one as death, and then atheists are
forced to fall down before a higher
power. Better to voluntarily surren-
der, Prabhupada advised.

A local graveyard holds my par-
ents’ ashes and my grandparents’
bodies. I sat on the grass in front
of the tombstones and composed
a prayer, while my brother walked
about and waited. This capable cou-
ple — by Krsna’s arrangement, meant
to look after me the best they could
— left a financial trust for my use in
illness and old age.

When visiting India, I often go to
a white-marble building where Prabhu-
pada’s body is buried. He passed on
in Vrindavan, Krsna’s transcenden-
tal childhood town. Because this
sacred place aids elevation to Krsna’s
spiritual abode, devotees go there to
die. So a Bhaktivedanta Hospice has
been built for ISKCON devotees.

Prabhupada fasted for months as
his life dwindled — something his
father did in 1930. When I saw the
1977 photos of Prabhupada’s ema-
ciated body, his seriousness of pur-
pose shocked me; my respect and
love increased. A lot of dying peo-
ple cannot process food, but they are
administered nutrition intravenously.
Prabhupada insisted on not being
hooked up to tubes and depended on
Krsna till the end.

Last November, at the evening ob-
servance of the anniversary of his last
hour, sitting in that same room of his
house I felt God’s presence in sound
while hearing the Hare Krsna mantra
beautifully sung by Nadiya Bihart
Dasi, a married young lady who grew
up as a devotee in England. I thought,
Krsna protected Prabhupada, his dear
devotee. Very intimate associates of
Krsna appear in the world to make
the Lord’s mission happen, and then
they return to the spiritual world.

It is offensive to envy a guru who
is Krsna’s pure devotee, to consider
him an ordinary man or disobey his
instructions. Prabhupada sometimes
quoted a text warning us: Spiritual
realization is difficult and sharp like
a razor’s edge. A sharp blade gives a

good shave, but inattentiveness, or
committing offenses, causes blood-
shed. Fortunately, in the associa-
tion of devotees we learn to avoid
offenses. So, from time to time,
we can congratulate ourselves on
progress: “Lesson learned!”

In 1959 Prabhupada was sixty-
three when he accepted sannydsa, a
renounced stage of devoting all his
time and energy to the service of the
Lord. I am now two years older than
he was then, so it is not difficult for
me to understand how he felt, phys-
ically and mentally, at this age. Dur-
ing his next six years he translated
and commented on the First Canto
of Srl'mad—BhdgavaZam, which he
published and took to America.

It is more difficult to understand
the perfect state of his intelligence
at this time: resolute, single-minded,
clear of everything that could impede
him in all he had to do in his service
to his spiritual master, and willing to

let Krsna do with him whatever
Krsna liked. To preach in the West
he humbly repeated Krsna’s message,
with strong faith in Krsna’s names,
and his glorious activities made
Krsna glorious worldwide.

He writes that when people are
instructed about following the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead and
they adopt Krsna consciousness, “that
is victory for the Lord,” for Krsna
then reclaims these souls. Srila Prabhu-
pada is a general, a warrior winning
these victories for the Lord. &3

Tattvavit Dasa recently edited a
history of Srila Prabhupada’s
Krsna-Balarama Temple, entitled
Vrindavana Is My Home, by Daivi-
Sakti Dast. He helped Jaydadvaita
Swami with the e-book version of the
book Vanity Karma: Ecclesiastes, the
Bhagavad-gita and the meaning

of life, published this September.
Tattvavit blogs at tvdas.tumblr.com.

The International
Society for Krishna Consciousness

CENTERS
AROUNDTHE
WORLD

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

For the
complete list,
go to
http://directory.
krishna.com

ISKCON Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh, India
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Woman: Photo by Ananta Vrndavana Dasa.
Krsna with flute: Detail from a painting by
Dhruva Maharaja Dasa.
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BHAKTI

The Only Transcendental Yoga

An analysis of four types of yoga described in the Bhagavad-gita.

by Hari Parayana Dasa

ORD KRSNA in his teachings
to Uddhava classifies action and
knowledge (among other

things) as being either under the con-
trol of the three modes of material
nature or under the spiritual energy
(Srimad-Bhagavatam, Canto 11,
Chapter 25). Thus the yogic proces-
ses explained by Lord Krsna in the
Bhagavad-gita can be broadly clas-
sified into two groups. In one group,
the practices are under the control
of sattva (goodness), rajas (passion),
and famas (ignorance). This group
comprises karma-yoga, jiana-yoga,
and astanga-yoga™ (Figure 1). The
other group consists of bhakti-yoga,
the yoga of devotional service to
Lord Krsna and the only yoga pro-
cess not under the control of the
modes of material nature. Bhakti is
a purely spiritual process directly
under the control of the spiritual
energy.

*See the Glossary on page 43.

Material processes yield ma-
terial results. For example, jogging
every day for one hour will make
the body fitter; that is, it will lead
to a material result. But the body
will die someday despite all the
jogging. In fact, the results of all
material actions are temporary, in-
cluding those of karma-yoga, jiiana-
voga, and astanga-yoga, which are
not transcendental activities. Con-
versely, Lord Krsna explains in the
Bhagavad-gita (7.14) that by surren-
dering to Him one can easily over-
come the material energy. Srila
Prabhupada writes in the purport:
“Therefore surrender unto the lotus
feet of the Lord is the only means
to get free from the clutches of the
stringent material nature.” Similar-
ly Lord Krsna says in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam (hereafter Bhag.)
(11.14.21), bhaktyaham ekaya
grahyah: “1 am attained through
unflinching faith and devotional
service.”
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Distinctions Between Karma-,
Jiana-, and Bhakti-Yoga

To an aspiring transcendentalist the
choice between a process that gives
eternal, spiritual results and one that
yields temporary, material results
may seem obvious. Yet some peo-
ple consider either karma-yoga or
Jjhana-yoga the Gita’s main teaching.
Such persistent misunderstanding of
the Gita’s message might stem from
an ignorance of the practices and
results of each yoga. For the aspiring
sadhaka devotee, it is also important
to understand how bhakti is not
covered by karma and j7iana. This
requires a clear understanding of the
differences between the processes
of karma-yoga, jiana-yoga, and
bhakti-yoga. What follows is a dis-
cussion of their distinctive features.
I have based this discussion on Srila
Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura’s
commentary on the Bhagavad-gita,
known as Sarartha Varsini Tika
(translated by His Holiness Bhanu
Swami). I have done this because
Visvanatha carefully analyses, in the
context of the Gita, bhakti-yoga as
both mixed with the other two yogas
and as free of their influence. I will
conclude with a brief note on Srila
Prabhupada’s Gita commentary.

Karma-Yoga

In the Bhagavad-gita the word kar-
ma often refers to duties recom-
mended in the Vedic scriptures.
These duties are generally of three
types: nitya, naimittika, and kamya.
Nitya refers to regular duties, such
as observing daily sacrifices and rit-
vals. Naimittika-karma are rituals for
special occasions such as sraddha
(offerings to departed souls), mar-
riage, and the birth of a child.
Kamya-karma means scripturally
prescribed actions performed with
the desire for some material gain.
Karma-kanda, or sakama-karma,
refers to the performance of the
above types of karma with desire for
material gain in this life or promo-

Karma-Yoga
Jhana-Yoga
Astanga-Yoga

(Results are material —
therefore temporary)

Bhakti-Yoga

(Results are spiritual —
therefore permanent)

Figure 1: Yoga Practices
Outlined in the Bhagavad-gita

tion to higher planets for enjoying
heavenly pleasure in the next life
(Gita 9.20, Figure 2). These are no
small pleasures. Srila Prabhupada
writes in the purport to Gita 9.20:
“Once situated on those higher plan-
etary systems, one can satisfy his
senses hundreds of thousands of
times better than on this planet.”
After exhausting one’s “credits,”
however, one has to return to earth.
Srila Prabhupada writes, “One sim-

Perform
Scriptural Rituals

For Materialistic
Desires

(Leads to heaven,
followed by rebirth in
the mortal world)

ply revolves in the cycle of birth and
death on higher and lower plane-
tary systems.” The word yoga means
“connection,” and in its highest
sense means connection with Krsna.
In karma-yoga this connection is
established when the performer
surrenders the results of karma
(duties) to Krsna. If this connection
is absent, the word yoga is inappli-
cable. One’s occupational duties in
varnasrama come under the defini-
tion of karma. This is evident from
Gita 2.48, in which Krsna advises
Arjuna to fight while performing
niskama-karma-yoga by being
equipoised in success and failure.
Samatvam yoga ucyate: “Such equa-
nimity is called yoga.”Karma-yoga
is in the mode of goodness because
the scriptural duties are performed
without desire for results (Gita
18.23, Bhag. 11.25.23); sakama-
karma is in the material mode of
passion (11.25.23). Because of the
absence of desires for results, karma-
yoga is also called niskama. For rea-
sons that will become clear later, I
note two important aspects of karma-
yoga here: (1) the activities are first
performed, and then the results are
given to Krsna, and (2) only scrip-
turally prescribed duties come under
the purview of karma-yoga.

Even though karma-yoga is con-
nected with the divine through the
offering of activities, it cannot by
itself give transcendental results,
such as freeing the performer from

Perform
Duties Without
Desire — Offer
Results to Krsna

(Leads to purification
and advancement to
Jhana-Yoga)

Figure 2: Karma-Kanda and Karma-Yoga
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Jhana-Yoga

Trace of Bhakti

Paramatma
realization

Merging into the
impersonal Brahmajyoti

the cycle of birth and death or giving
him love of God. This is because
karma-yoga is in the material mode
of goodness. Karma-yoga has one
benefit: the results of those pre-
scribed activities whose results are
offered to Krsna without any person-
al desire do not bind the performer
(Gita 3.9).

Karma-yoga, jiana-yoga, and
astanga-yoga are arranged in a
hierarchy so that the faithful per-
formance of one level results in
purification and elevation to the next
level. The fruit of niskama-karma-
yoga is jiiana-yoga, discussed next.

Jhiana-Yoga

The word jfiana in jiiana-yoga
refers to the jrigna-yogi's knowledge
that he or she is not the body but
the indestructible soul (Gita 2.11—
2.39). By karma-yoga, attachment
for the results of activities is weak-
ened and finally eliminated; one is
then able to control one’s senses
(samyatendriyah, Gita 4.39). In a
heart thus purified, knowledge that
one is the soul automatically (svay-
am) manifests (Gita 4.38). This is
realized knowledge, as opposed to
knowledge that might be read in a
book but not experientially verified.
In his role as an observer, a person
situated in jAana-yoga does not
identify with his senses; he does not

Offensive attitude

Repeated suffering
in the material world

Figure 3:
Destinations of a Jiiana-Yogr

claim ownership of their activities,
nor is he controlled by them (Bhdag.
11.25.16).

Although the realization gained
by jiiana-yoga is of transcendence —
of the nonmaterial soul — the realiza-
tion is still in the material mode of
goodness (11.25.24), as in niskama-
karma-yoga. Therefore jiiana-yoga
by itself can again not free one from
the cycle of samsara, birth and
death; it cannot provide liberation,
or moksa.

This point may seem inconsis-
tent with the understanding that
JjhAana-yoga awards the liberation of
merging into Brahman, the imper-
sonal absolute. Brahman, however,
is Krsna’s transcendental effulgence
(Bhag. 1.2.11, Gita 14.27), and
therefore to achieve even impersonal
liberation requires a transcendental
process (bhaktyaham ekaya grahyah,
Bhag. 11.14.21). Srila Vi$vanatha
Cakravartt Thakura explains this
surprising subtlety: even the liber-
ation that ultimately accrues (after
great difficulty, Gita 12.5) for the
JjhAana-yogi is due to trace levels of
bhakti. The jiana-yogi who at the
time of death surrenders his jiiana
itself to Krsna (as Krsna instructs in
Bhdg. 11.14.21) acquires — by dint
of the trace of bhakti that remains —
the transcendental result of merging
into Krsna’s effulgence. (Figure 3)

But the jriani without the trace
of bhakti — such as one who consid-
ers Krsna’s birth and activities tem-

porary and His deity forms material
— gets only suffering (Bhag. 10.14.4,
10.2.32). Instead of transcendental
benefit, he undergoes birth and death
repeatedly in samsara.

What constitutes the activities
of a jiiani? Lord Krsna addresses
this question in some detail in the
Bhagavad-gita, Chapter 5. The
jrant can take sannydsa and thereby

Glossary

astanga-yoga — literally “the
yoga of eight limbs,” this
is the original form of
what is known today as
hatha-yoga

cakra — one of the eight
energy points of the subtle
body

guna — one of the three
“modes” of nature: good-
ness, passion, and igno-
rance

jiiana — knowledge

kama — material desire

kamya — with material desire

karma-kanda — the path
(kanda) of work (karma)
for material gain, especial-
ly promotion to heaven
after death

karma-yoga — the yoga of
connecting one’s activities
to the Supreme

misra — mixed

naimittika — occasional

nirguna — beyond material
qualities or the influence
of the three modes

niskama — without material
desire

nitya — regularly performed

sadhaka — a person engaged
in a regulated practice to
attain some goal

sakama — with material
desire

uttama — the highest

varnasrama — the Vedic sys-
tem of four spiritual and
four social orders
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renounce all actions and the world
itself. Or he can continue to perform
niskama-karma-yoga by giving the
results of his activities to Krsna.
Acting in niskama-karma-yoga is
not a step down for the jiiani; rath-
er, in this way he can remain fixed
in purity.

Bhakti-Yoga

The main type of bhakti is called
uttama-bhakti, which is on the plat-
form of prema (pure love) for Krsna.
Another type of bhakti arises from
mixing bhakti with jiiana and karma.
Sakama-karma-misra-bhakti is bhakti
mixed with a trace of sakama-karma,
a desire for some material goal.
There are three types of sakama-

karma-misra-bhaktas (Gita 7.16):
those who are suffering, those who
are inquisitive, and those who desire
wealth. Because of the transcenden-
tal nature of bhakti, the result of
even mixed bhakti is that such dev-
otees, after attaining their desires
(relief from suffering, gain of ma-
terial benefits, or attainment of scrip-
tural knowledge), achieve pure
bhakti and enter the transcendental
Vaikuntha planets (salokya-mukti,
Gita 18.56), predominated by the
mood of aisvarya (opulence) and
sukha (real happiness, beyond the
neutrality of Brahman realization).
When bhakti is predominant
but is mixed with niskama-karma
and j7iiana it is called karma-jiiana-
misra-bhakti. An example could be
cooking and offering preparations
to Krsna. Cooking food for Krsna
without a desire for the result (to
taste the food) is analogous to the
activities of niskama-karma-yoga.
But in niskama-karma-yoga, only

the results of scriptural duties (e.g.,
nitya- and naimittika-karma, or
varpasrama duties) are offered to
Krsna, while in bhakti all activities
are offered to Krsna. Also, the prac-
titioner has knowledge of atma and
Paramatma, like a j7iiani, but is su-
perior to a jriant owing to the knowl-
edge of Krsna as Bhagavan. There-
fore this is not niskama-karma-yoga,
JAana-yoga, or uttama-bhakti, but
rather karma-jiana-misra-bhakti.
Such a bhakta attains direct service
to the Lord (Gita 9.28).

Why is offering what we eat to
Krsna not uttama-bhakti? Uttama-
bhakti involves more than just offer-
ing the final result (cooked food).
Rather, the entire activity of cook-
ing is done to satisfy Krsna (Bhdag.

To offer the results to Krsna but not be
conscious of Krsna during the entire ac-

tivity is mixed bhakti, not uttama-bhakti.

7.5.24).*% For example, one may spe-
cifically select Krsna’s favorite prep-
arations, cook with the desire that
they turn out tasty for Him, offer
them to Him with love, and then
accept the remnants as His mercy.
To only offer the results to Krsna but
not be conscious of Krsna during the
entire activity is mixed bhakti, not
uttama-bhakti. This is an important
metric for sadhakas to determine
whether they are practicing uttama-
bhakti or bhakti mixed with karma
and jiiana. Additionally, uttama-
bhaktas reject karma-yoga, consid-
ering it a distraction in their worship
of Krsna, despite the risks associated
with neglect of such duties. (Bhag.

*Sridhara Swami, considered the orig-
inal commentator on the Bhagavatam,
explains Bhag. 7.5.24: In ananya-bhakti
(pure bhakti), actions should be offered
to the Lord before being performed,
rather than performing the acts and then
offering them later.
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11.11.32, 11.5.41) A corollary is
that all bhakti-yoga activities meant
only to satisfy Krsna are transcenden-
tal and come under uttama-bhakti.
These include traveling, using the
Internet, making movies, making de-
votional art, and a long list of other
activities in which Srila Prabhu-
pada engaged devotees to spread
Krsna consciousness.

If sakama-bhakti becomes nis-
kama, the result is jAana-misra-
bhakti. The jiana-misra-bhakta
enters the santa-rasa. Known as
the neutral state of love of God, it
is characterized by overwhelming
awe of Krsna. The sages called the
four Kumaras exemplify santa-rasa.
Some jiiana-misra-bhaktas, such as
Sukadeva Gosvami, progress to the
more mature stage of prema (pure
love) for Krsna through the associa-
tion of pure devotees (Bhag. 1.7.10,
Gita 18.54).

Yoga-misra-bhakti refers to the
mixing of bhakti with astanga-yoga
(Gita 8.9-10). Fixing the life air in
the ajria-cakra (between the eye-
brows) at the time of death, the yoga-
misra-bhakta attains the Lord’s
abode (salokya-mukti) (Gita 8.13).

Is there no jriana in uttama-
bhakti? Uttama-bhaktas like Srila
Prabhupada and Srila Riipa Go-
svami clearly are storehouses of
knowledge, so it is not that uttama-
bhakti is devoid of knowledge.
Rather the knowledge in uttama-
bhakti is specifically about Krsna,
such as His form, opulences, and
pastimes. This knowledge is tran-
scendental to the three gunas be-
cause it is about the transcendental
Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Therefore it is not considered jiiana,
but rather bhakti (Bhag. 11.25.24).
What is rejected from uttama-bhakti
is the trace of the jiiani's desire to
merge into the impersonal Brahman.

In summary, uttama-bhakti is
both niskama and nirguna. Niskama
because there are no material desires
to fulfill; rather, the only goal is to
fulfill Krsna’s desires. Nirguna be-
cause it is not under the control of
the material energy. As a result,

because of bhaktis transcendental
nature even a new devotee perform-
ing sadhana-bhakti is connected
with transcendence. He is above the
gunas, and becomes quickly purified
(Bhag. 10.33.39, 2.8.5).

Prabhupada’s Commentary
On the Bhagavad-gita

Srila Prabhupada’s Bhagavad-gita
As It Is conveys the urgency to
preach the mission of SiT Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. Srila Prabhupada’s
mood is to give the reader transcen-
dental bhakti on every page. Today’s
readers have neither the time nor the
patience to go through a book from
cover to cover, so they are unlikely
to discover the conclusion of the
Bhagavad-gita. Rather, they just pick
and choose from the Gita s pages
whatever justifies their way of life.
My understanding of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s treatment of the Bhagavad-
gita is that he treats each yoga as a

limb of bhakti. His translations and
purports highlight the fact that the
actions of bhakti, the knowledge of
bhakti, the faith of bhakti, and the
happiness of bhakti are all transcen-
dental to the modes (Bhag. 11.25.23,
11.25.24, 11.25.27, and 11.25.29 re-
spectively). Given the unique mood
of Srila Prabhupada’s preaching move-
ment, as well as his intimate connec-
tion with Krsna, we can understand
why he translates karma-yoga as “ac-
tion in Krsna consciousness (bhakti)”
or jiana-yoga as “transcendental
knowledge,” rather than “knowledge
in the material mode of goodness.”
This gives us a window into the
unique rasas (emotions) of a devo-
tee on the highest platform of prema.
Srila Vi$vanatha Cakravarti Tha-
kura defined niskama-karma-yoga
and jiiana-yoga to refute the prevail-
ing scholarly opinion at his time (pri-
marily of the impersonalist school),
and to establish the supremacy of
bhakti. Both these dcaryas lived and

propagated Krsna consciousness in
their own ways according to time,
place, and circumstance. Given that
Krsna is infinite, His words have infi-
nite and infinitely sweet meanings,
and according to their individual
rasas with Him, our acaryas have
presented infinitely sweet commen-
taries. Although they may differ su-
perficially, the ultimate goal of their
commentaries is the same: Krsna pre-
ma. Therefore, Srila Prabhupada’s
title for his translation is apt: Bhagavad-
gita As It Is. As it is — not covered

by the effects of mundane yogic pro-
cesses such as karma-yoga or jiiana-
yoga, but meant solely for developing
Krsna prema. And by his mercy, his
devotees understand these yoga
processes in the same way. €23

Hari Pardyana Ddsa is a disciple of
His Holiness Radha-Govinda Swami.
He lives in Gainesville, Florida, with
his wife, Deva Sarita Devi Dasi, and
their two children.

A Pause fov‘ Prayew

Painting by Pariksit Dasa

earth!

feet.”

“All glories to the Personality of God-
head known as the son of Srimati
Devaki Devi! All glories to Lord Sri
Krsna, the brilliant light of the Vrsni
dynasty! All glories to the Personal-
ity of Godhead, the hue of whose soft
body resembles the blackish color of a
new cloud! All glories to Lord Muku-
nda, who removes the burdens of the

“O Lord Mukunda! [ bow down my
head to Your Lordship and respectfully
ask You to fulfill this one desire of
mine: that in each of my future births [
will, by Your Lordship’s mercy, always
remember and never forget Your lotus

— King Kulasekhara,
Mukunda-mala-stotra 2-3
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”

ada in Africas

One of Srila Prabhupada’s first disciples sets the stage,
and Prabhupada arrives to deliver Krsna consciousness in Kenya.

BOOK EXCERPT

BRAHMANANDA
DASA
REMEMBERS

Adapted from Swamiji:
An Early Disciple, Brahm- '
ananda Dasa, Remembers
His Guru (Torchlight

8 \\ } Publishing, 2014). Copy-
g F

by Satyaraja Dasa

RILA PRABHUPADA quickly

made plans to come to Nai-

robi, and soon after he disem-
barked from a 707 East African
Airlines jet, a journalist, Mr. Kul
Bhusana, approached him at the
behest of Brahmananda. Bhusana
asked him a few perfunctory
questions, as reporters tend to do.

“What have you come to teach?”

Prabhupada answered, “Modern
civilized man has forgotten his rela-
tionship with Krsna, or God, and is
therefore suffering.”

“Have you come only to teach
Hindus?” asked Mr. Bhusana.

“No,” Prabhupada replied, “T am
here for everyone. Whether you are
Hindu, Muslim, or Buddhist, that
doesn’t matter. Unless you reestablish

right Steven J. Rosen.
Reprinted with permis-
sion. We’ve added dia-
o i critics and made minor
changes to match BTG's
style. The book is avail-
able from the Krishna.com Store and in India

directly from the publisher (http://www.
in.torchlight.com/content/swamiji).
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your relationship with God, you
cannot be happy.”

After the interview, Brahmananda
ushered him into the home of a
wealthy Indian patron, but he only
stayed for one night. As a sannyasr,
Prabhupada would not stay at one
house for more than three days.
This rule prevents renunciants from
becoming overly attached to bodily
comforts or inconveniencing their
hosts.

Consequently, Brahmananda next
arranged for Prabhupada to stay at
Mr. R. B. Pandya’s house in Mom-
basa; it was a beautiful oceanfront
property in a location that Brahm-
ananda had earlier described to
Prabhupada as one of the most won-

derful places in the world, and
Prabhupada was not disappointed.
Brahmananda remembers: “When
Srila Prabhupada walked into his spa-
cious, airy room overlooking the
aquamarine-colored sea and saw the
cloudless skies, the pleasant sun-
shine, and the white sandy beach
fringed with palm trees, he said, Yes,
Brahmananda, this is one of the
most wonderful places in the world.’
Srila Prabhupada quickly recov-
ered his health with the help of the
mild climate, the abundant varieties
of fruits and vegetables, and various
rich milk-products. He then decided
to return to Nairobi, the capital of
the country, and launch the African
preaching campaign from there.”
Soon after, several local devotees
started to take Krsna consciousness
seriously, including Sakti MatT Devi
Dasi, who would eventually work
tirelessly on Prabhupada’s behalf.
Sakti Mat was a pioneer in the ISK-
CON African Mission (IAM) as the
first Indian Hindu to become initi-

ated — and the only one, at that time,
to live in the temple. Initially, Brahm-
ananda only worked with the Gujarati
community, who gave him financial
support but strictly avoided further
commitment and even frowned on
anyone becoming a monk or getting
initiated. Being a Punjabi, Sakti
Mati was not constricted by such
Gujarati communal policies.

In Nairobi, Srila Prabhupada
would hold intimate talks with the
gentlemen of the house and give
darsana (audience) to the family
members and their friends in the
afternoons. In the evenings, he would
conduct kirtanas and give lectures.
In this way, he made friends and
disciples among prominent Indian

When Prabhupada’s short lecture was
over, the audience rose to their feet,

cheering and shouting praise.

people in Nairobi, who willingly
became “life members.” The Life
Membership Program was started a
year earlier for people who were dis-
inclined to become monks but who
had the means to support the move-
ment in other ways, primarily in
terms of finance. In exchange, patrons
would get a full set of Prabhupada’s
books and, if they traveled, a place
to stay at any ISKCON center world-
wide. This program helped the move-
ment spread in both Africa and India,
among other places.

“Later, I expanded the Life Mem-
ber Program,” Brahmananda says. “I
stayed for one and a half months in
Lusaka, Zambia, moving to a differ-
ent residence every three days just as
Srila Prabhupada had done. In this
way I was able to preach by example.
People could see firsthand how dev-
otees rose before dawn, took a cold
bath, performed kirtanas and japa,
and refrained from intoxication, illi-
cit sex, meat-eating, and gambling.
We wanted to show how one’s life
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can be centered on God, not on self-
interest. A Vaisnava preaches not
only by his words, but also by his
actions.”

Thus, seeing Brahmananda’s ded-
ication and example, people devel-
oped faith and became life members.

“Our Real Purpose in Africa”

After some time in Africa, Prabhu-
pada again encouraged Brahmananda
to address the African people di-
rectly, as opposed to just the Indian
population. The Indians and Africans
were completely segregated, and this
spoke to the bodily concept of life.
Prabhupada wanted to obliterate this
misconception, and preaching to the
people of Africa would accomplish
this end.

“This is our real purpose in
Africa,” he said.

Hearing this, and realizing its im-
plications, Brahmananda proceeded
to organize a program at the Univer-
sity of Nairobi, in which Prabhupada
himself would speak. To get as many
people as possible to come, Brahm-
ananda placed an ad in the newspa-
per, printed and displayed several
posters, and distributed handsomely
designed leaflets. As a result, the
program was so well attended — with
professors, dignitaries, and African
students occupying all available
seats — that people had to stand out-
side to look through the doors and
windows. When Prabhupada’s short
lecture was over, the audience rose
to their feet, cheering and shouting
praise. Afterwards, there was an
enthusiastic kirtana, a film about the
movement, and a sumptuous feast
for all. The experience was transfor-
mative, and it garnered favorable
publicity for the movement in Africa.

Prabhupada was concerned about
reaching the general public. To this
end, he not only took part in the uni-
versity program already mentioned
but in an event focusing on an eco-
nomically deprived area as well. The
devotees had rented a large hall one
evening and just opened the doors
and started chanting. In a short time,

IN MEMORIAM

Brahmananda Dasa
July 14, 1943 — June 7, 2015

BRAHMANANDA DASA met Srila Prabhu-
pada in New York City in the summer of
1966, and his brother Greg (Gargamuni Dasa)
met Prabhupada about a month later. Brahm-
ananda was among the first of Prabhupada’s
disciples to get up and dance during the first
outdoor kirtana in the western world, in
Tompkins Square Park.

Professor Thomas J. Hopkins, Professor
Emeritus of Religious Studies at Franklin &
Marshall College, succinctly summed up
Brahmananda’s contribution to early ISKCON:
“He was one of [Prabhupada’s] first disciples
in the temple at 26 Second Avenue in New
York, and, as ISKCON’s first president, was
involved in almost all of the activities that
[Prabhupada] set in motion: dancing and
chanting in the City parks, producing the
first editions of Back to Godhead magazine,
arranging meetings and talks, overseeing ISK-
CONs first book publications, and — as one
of the few disciples with a salaried job — pro-
viding a small but steady flow of cash for the
operation of the temple.”

Later he was a pioneer for Prabhupada in
bringing Krsna consciousness to Pakistan
and Africa, and in developing the movement
in various parts of India and throughout the

1se(] 1A9( BPUA

world. He passed away while residing in Vrin-
davan, the sacred land of Lord Krsna. His in-
spirational talks on Prabhupada and his vivid
memory of his time with his perfect master
will be remembered for as long as devotees
chant Hare Krsna.

Pictured: Brahmananda Dasa (seated) with author Satyardaja Dasa and his daughter, Prati.

the hall filled up with curious people,
who happened in right off the street.
By the time Prabhupada walked in,
effulgent in his bright silken robes,
the hall was packed to capacity. He
quickly passed the considerable
crowd, got up on stage, and started
chanting. Then he spoke about the
meaning of human life. He said that
the real aim of our existence is to

understand that we are not this body
but pure spirit soul, and that our
duty is to serve the Supreme Lord,
Sri Krsna.

With great compassion, he con-
veyed the essence of Vedic thought.
Although most people in the audi-
ence could not understand what he
said, since they spoke only Swabhili,
they nodded their heads in appreci-

ation. They could feel his determi-
nation and his purity. As the kirtana
took over the large room, they
danced, chanted, and clapped with
great zeal.

Several days later, in December
of 1971 — after nearly three months
in Kenya — Prabhupada left for India.
He succeeded in spreading Krsna
consciousness in Africa and fully
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inspiring Brahmananda and the few
devotees who assisted him to carry
on the preaching work there.

Under a Tree in a Park

Motivated by Prabhupada’s exam-
ple, Brahmananda wasted no time
and immediately began organizing
Nairobi’s first outdoor kirtana per-
formance: It was to be held under
the largest tree in Kamukunji Park, a
historical landmark connected with
Kenyan Independence.
Brahmananda says, “We simply
stood under that tree and started
chanting. Soon a large crowd gath-
ered and immediately began chanting
with us. Some were even dancing

in a sort of African shuffle step. We
had a battery-powered megaphone,
and one young man stepped for-
ward and offered to translate our lec-
tures into Swahili. Everyone really
enjoyed this. We then distributed a
sweet food preparation called bundi
that the crowd liked even more. Every
weekend we held this program, and
soon we became well known.”

Thus, the Nagara-Sankirtana
Movement was officially born in
Africa under this tree, as it had been
in New York under that fortunate elm
in Tompkins Square Park. There was
no stopping Prabhupada’s mission
now. Brahmananda was in ecstasy.

Srila Prabhupada had encouraged
him to further expand his preaching
endeavors, which he did, with exten-
sive preaching safaris throughout
northern and western Kenya, to
neighboring Tanzania and Zambia,
and even down into Salisbury, Rho-
desia. In each of the towns and in
the surrounding villages, he held a
full program of kirtana, film shows,

lectures, life-membership enrollments,
and literature and prasada distribu-
tion. He even held sankirtana proces-
sions down the main street, so much
so that “Hare Krsna” became a house-
hold phrase. Brahmananda felt em-
powered by Prabhupada. Whatever
he lacked in Pakistan was now
turning itself around in Africa — he
saw it as a direct blessing from his
guru. If one adamantly adheres to
the principle of following Prabhu-
pada’s instructions to the letter, he
thought, there is no way one can fail.
He says, “Finally we called upon
prominent citizens to subsidize the
cost of complete sets of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s books and five-year subscrip-
tions to Back to Godhead magazine,

“The kirtana was so ecstatic that |
jumped off the stage and danced with

the kids until we were all exhausted.”

which we then donated in their names
to all the towns’ libraries, schools,
and colleges. These institutions were
extremely grateful to receive a gift
of books from abroad. Large quan-
tities of magazines were also subsi-
dized, which we then distributed to
people at token cost.

An Ecstatic Mass of Children

“In Lusaka, Zambia,” he continues,
“a group of wealthy Indian life mem-
bers became very enthusiastic about
our preaching to the local people.
Anxious to participate, they all
agreed to come to a program we
were holding that night at a social
hall in a low-income area of town.
In the evening they all arrived at
the hall in a caravan of large Mer-
cedes cars. As soon as they entered
the hall, a large crowd of children
gathered outside. They were excited
from the afternoon, when we had
driven through the area with our
loudspeakers blaring a bouncy Hare
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Krsna kirtana. Hundreds of kids had
run after our truck, and we had
thrown leaflets to them announcing
the evening program. Now they were
singing Hare Krsna outside the hall
at the top of their lungs. So we
opened the doors and they flooded in
— an ecstatic swirling mass of beauti-
ful black kids. Once they were in-
side, we started a tumultuous kirtana.
The life members had never expected
anything like this. They had come
wearing their finest clothes and gold
jewelry. I invited them to come up
and take refuge on the stage, and
they did so, sitting down very stiffly
and chanting in their usual sedate
way while trying not to see what was
happening all around them.

“The kirtana was so ecstatic that
I jumped off the stage and danced
with the kids until we were all ex-
hausted. Then we showed the Ratha-
yatra film and sent them home with
prasada. The members later agreed
that from then on we could do all the
preaching ourselves, and they would
just help out with contributions.

“When we returned to Nairobi,
practically every Kenyan greeted us
with ‘Hare Krsna’ or ‘Hare Rama.’
Even the shoeshine boys were chant-
ing one of our tunes. I was reminded
of Vrindavan, India, the transcenden-
tal village where Lord Krsna ap-
peared on earth five thousand years
ago. There all the residents chant
Hare Krsna and greet each other by
vibrating the holy name.

“Previously I had written a letter
to Srila Prabhupada expressing how
much I appreciated Vrindavan, and
he had replied that this was very
good and that I should try to spread
the Vrindavan spirit to Africa. Now
it appeared to me that, by his grace,
Nairobi had indeed become a black
Vrindavan.” €3

Satyardja Dasa, a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada, is a BTG associate edi-
tor and founding editor of the Jour-
nal of Vaishnava Studies. Swamiji

is the latest of his more than thirty
books on Krsna consciousness. He
lives near New York City.

TEMPLE OF THE

VEDIC PLANETARIUM

Mayapur, West Bengal, India

The largest Vedic temple to be built in thousands of
years. To learn about the project, keep track of its
progress, and see how you can get
involved, visit the following sites:
e facebook.com/tovp.mayapur
e youtube.com/user/tovpinfo
e tovp.org.

LOOKING FOR NEWS OF THE
HARE KRSNA MOVEMENT?

Log on to www.iskconnews.org
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The Internet is
the ideal place
for timely news,
and iskcon.
com, run by
ISKCON Com-
munications,
maintains an
active news
page. So wheth-
er you want

to see what'’s
happening in
ISKCON or
have some
news to report,
log on to
www.iskcon
news.org.
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Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare
Hare Rama, Hare Rama
Rama Rama, Hare Hare

PRONUNCIATION: ha-ray, krish-na, ra-ma (rhymes
with “drama”). To hear Srila Prabhupada chanting, go to
krishna.com/hare-krishna-maha-mantra.
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{ - ’l N Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya  from His toenails to soothing au-
Bl ~J 22.80), Lord Caitanya lists “po- tumnal moons. These metaphors im-
6' el etic” as one of the twenty-six qua-  ply that Krsna consciousness is not
. lities of a Vaisnava, a devotee of lackluster, but poetic. With poetic
expression a devotee poet succinctly
deals with a variety of topics, in-
cluding prayer, self-criticism, spiri-
tual happiness, agony in separation
from Krsna, the superiority of Vais-
navism, the guru/disciple relation-

Lord Krsna. He Himself demon-
strates a poetic flair in His Siks-
astakam by using seven metaphors
to elucidate the benefits of chant-
ing the holy names of the Lord. The
Supreme Lord is often referred to

eSE( ep[eyd eyppns Aq Sunured

- &Muslim Poets

as Uttamahs$loka: He who is praised
with the choicest poetry. Great dev-
otees like S1T Bilvamangala Thakura

ship, residence in Vrindavan, and
humility.
In Brahma-samhita (5.56) Lord

or centuries, Muslim poets have revealed
i‘ attraction to all-attractive Lord Krsna.

use poetic descriptions comparing
Krsna’s hue to the fresh rain-cloud,
His eyes to lotuses, and the rays

Brahma poetically describes Lord
Krsna’s home, Goloka Vrndavana,
as the place where every step is a

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu discusses religion
with Chand Kazi, the local magistrate, who would
later write devotional poems to Lord Krsna.



Khochchore

dance, every word is a song, and

the ecstasy never ceases. Srimad-
Bhdgavatam (1.5.22) states, “Learned
circles have positively concluded that
the infallible purpose of the advance-
ment of knowledge, namely austerities,
study of the Vedas, sacrifice, chanting
of hymns, and charity, culminates in
the transcendental descriptions of the
Lord, who is defined in choice po-
etry.” Srila Vyasadeva (the compiler
of the Vedas), Valmiki (the author of
the Ramayana), and Srila Krsnadasa
Kaviraja Gosvami (the author of
Caitanya-caritamrta) saw the Su-
preme Lord in their meditations and
were directed to compose perfect
Slokas, verses of exquisite poetry.

The Poetry of the
Former Dabir Khas

Riupa Gosvami, a great poet and
acarya in the line of St Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, was born in a brah-
mana family but worked for the
Islamic government under Nawab
Hussein Shah, the emperor of Ben-
gal. Rupa was given the Persian ti-
tle Dabir Khas and endowed with
great wealth and prestige. But in
the eyes of the conservative Hindu
society of sixteenth-century Ben-
gal, he was deemed to have ac-
cepted the Islamic faith by dint of
his close contact with the Muslim
ruler. Lord Caitanya and His follow-

ers, however, held him in the high-
est esteem, knowing him to be a
superlative Vaisnava. In Caitanya-
caritamrta (Antya 1.195-198), Raya
Ramananda, in a conversation with
S$1 Caitanya, extols Riipa Gosvami’s
poetic descriptions by quoting an
unnamed authority on poetry:

“‘What use is a bowman’s arrow
or a poet’s poetry if they penetrate the
heart but do not cause the head to
spin?””

Then Raya Ramananda tells Lord
Caitanya, “Without Your mercy such
poetic expressions would be impos-
sible for an ordinary living being to
write. My guess is that You have
given him the power.”

Caitanya-caritamrta continues:
“Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu praised
the metaphors and other literary or-
naments of Srila Ripa Gosvami’s
transcendental poetry. Without such
poetic attributes, He said, there is no
possibility of preaching transcenden-
tal mellows.”

Earlier, Lord Caitanya had said of
Rapa’s poems, tomara krsna-rasa-
kavya-sudha-sindhu: “Your exalted
poetic depictions of the mellows of
Krsna’s pastimes are like an ocean
of nectar.” (Antya 1.179)

Islamic Poets and Krsna

Innumerable poems about Lord
Krsna are available in literature writ-
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ten by poets of Islamic background.
Many of these authors, in the very
least, were great admirers of Krsna.
The persona of Lord Krsna — the fact
that He is one without a second —
attracts one and all, and many have
described their feelings through po-
etry. Poets such as Abdul Rahim
Khan-e-Khana, Rasa Khan, Uzir Beg,
and Taaz Khan were great devotees
of Lord Krsna, as evidenced by the
sheer number of their poems that
express intense love for Him.

To highlight the universality of
bhakti and the trans-sectarian ap-
peal of Krsna’s all-attractiveness, let
us look at a handful poems, includ-
ing a poem each from Sayyed Mar-
tuza, Nazir Akbarabadi, and Hazrat
Mohani. Many Muslim poets wrote
in appreciation of Lord Krsna, but
I’ve tried to unearth some of the rarer
poems.

A Glimpse at Muslim
Devotion to Krsna

Sayyed Martuza (1590-1662), a
Muslim fakir born in the Murshid-
abad district of Bengal, wrote poems
adoring Krsna. The style of his com-
position is simple and rhythmic. Here
is his Bengali poem that was com-
piled in Pada-kalpa-taru by Satish-
candra Raya in 1915:

Timely Compassion

Syama! O friend! My afflicted life is
assuaged only by You

I cannot forget that auspicious day
when I happened to meet You

As I beheld Your moonlike face, 1
was overcome by restlessness!

The soul of this unfortunate girl
aches; in twenty-four minutes it
dies ten times!

O my life — Kanu! Shower Your mercy;
provide me shelter at Your feet

1 have given up reputation and family
tradition; I cannot live without You!

Sayyed Martuza submits at Kanu s
feet: please accept this request,
O Hari!

Relinquishing everything, may he
remain at Your feet in this body
and beyond.

RussBowling | Flickr

The following poem is by Maulana
Chand Kazi, the Muslim magistrate
of Navadvip during Lord Caitanya’s
time. Jatindramohan Bhattacharjya
compiled this poem in his book
Bangalar Baishnab-Bhabapanna
Musalman Kabi, Second Edition,
published in 1945:

The Forbidden Calling of the Flute

You do not know how to play the
Sflute

Untimely You play it; my heart
refuses any reason

When I am seated amongst the
elders, You call out my name

Playing on the flute, embarrassing
me to no end

As You play the flute from the other
bank and I hear from here

Unfortunate lass I am, for I know
not how to swim across

The grove whose bamboo makes the
flute, be under my feet

Let it be uprooted by storm and set
afloat in the Yamuna

Chand Kazi says, “As I listen to
Your flute, I crumble down,

Iwon'tlive; I won't live if [ don't see
my Hari.”

Born in 1869 in Jajpur, Orissa in a
Muslim family, Uzir Beg grew up
to be an acclaimed poet and wrote
many simple and melodious bha-

Jjanas that show reverence for Lord
Krsna. His anthology of poems on
Lord Krsna is still popular in Orissa.
His devotion is illustrated in this
bhajana, included in Mohammed
Yamin’s book Impact of Islam on
Orissan Culture:

Krushna pijana kar, Krushna
bhajan kar

Phitiba gati mukti dwara, Bhane
Beg Uzir

Mu muarkha durachara, kebala nama
matra sar

Worship and recite in praise of Lord
Krsna. Only He can make you free

Tomb of Abdul Rahim Khan-e-khana, Nizamuddin East, Delhi, India
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from this worldly life, says this igno-
rant Beg Uzir. His holy name is the
essence.

In the eighteenth century, a Muslim
devotee and poetess named Taaz
Khan regularly went to the Madana
Mohana temple of Karoli, Rajasthan
for darsana, to offer food, and to
take prasada. Until she had darsana,
she would not accept food or water.
In one couplet (also quoted in Prof.
Yamin’s book), she writes:

Nanda ke Kumar, Kurbaan teri
Surat par

Hun to Muglaani, Hindumani hi
rahungi me

O son of Nanda, I am enchanted by
Your sweet face. Although I am born
a Muslim, I will remain a devotee of
Yours always.

Abdul Rahim Khan-e-khana (1556—
1627) was one of the “nine gems”
(Navaratna) of the court of Emperor
Akbar. In a 2007 Hindi book of Ra-
him’s poetry, titled Rahim-ke-dohe,
Aabid Rizvi quotes the following
doha (a couplet whose meaning is
complete in itself) by Rahim:

The narrow-minded create trou-
ble, and the large-hearted always
forgive them. Says Rahim, even Lord

Krsna forgave when the
sage Bhrgu kicked Him.

Maulana Hazrat Mo-
hani (1878-1951) was
born in a modest Mus-
lim zamindar family of
Uttar Pradesh. He was a
poet, journalist, and par-
liamentarian of Brit-

ish India, besides being
a part of the Indian In-
dependence Movement.
He was at Pune, Maha-
rashtra when Janmastami
came around in 1923,
and he wrote this poem
extolling Krsna:

My heart has fallen in
love with Kana
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Why would it think of anyone else
now?

I looked for Him in Gokula and
Vrindavan,

Let’s now go to Varshana and see if
He's there.

Hazrat, give up for Him all that is
yours,

Then go to Mathura and become a
renunciant.

Another poem, published by Hazrat
himself in Kulliyat-e-Hazrat, reflects
his desire to reside in Mathura.

Nazir Akbarabadi (1735-1830), a
renowned Hindi poet, wrote a series
of poems in praise of S11 Krsna. His
famous poem Song of the Gypsies
contains the refrain Sab thath para
rah jaega jab lad chalega banjara:
“All your pomp will be of no avail
when the gypsy caravan [of life]
packs up for the journey.”

Nazir writes that Krsna, the Su-
preme Lord, has no prescribed work
but performs childhood pastimes.
And although He is everyone’s fa-
ther, He accepts a father and mother
for pastimes. Here is a stanza of
Nazir’s poem from the Hindi book
Mahakavi Nazir:

Kanhaiya ka balpan
[Childhood Pastimes of Krsnal
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Hear of the boyhood pastimes of the
milk burglar

The boyhood of the resident of
Mathura

The boyhood of the moon-faced
dancer

The herdsman who roams from one
forest to another

Such is the boyhood of the flute-player

How do I depict the boyhood of
Krsna Kanhaiya?

Although some poems of Sayyed
Martuza, Nazir Akbarabadi, and
Maulana Hazrat Mohani reflect sin-
cere appreciation of Lord Krsna’s
persona, these authors wrote many

Rasa Khan

Samadhi of Rasa Khan, Mahavana, Vrindavan, India
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poems on mundane matters, and un-
like other poets I’ve mentioned, no
evidence suggests they were prac-
ticing devotees of Lord Krsna for
any significant length of time. Still,
in their poems quoted here they do
not seem to have violated Svariipa
Damodara Gosvam1’s gold standard
for devotional poetry:

‘vadva-tadva’ kavira vakye
haya ‘rasabhasa’

siddhanta-viruddha Sunite
na haya ullasa

“In the writings of so-called poets
there is generally a possibility of
overlapping transcendental mellows.
When the mellows thus go against
the conclusive understanding, no
one likes to hear such poetry.”
(Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya 5.102)

One Muslim poet who became a
practicing Vaisnava was Sayyed
Ibrahim, better known as Rasa Khan,
who lived in the sixteenth century.
Attracted by Krsna, he moved to
Vrindavan as a young man and spent
the rest of his life there. He was ini-
tiated into the disciplic succession
of Vallabhacarya. Rasa Khan wrote,
“Worship Govinda the way a village
woman carries a water jug.” His
advice is worth heeding. It takes a
great deal of concentration to carry
a water jug on one’s head. Without
being focused, a woman couldn't
carry the jug long distances. But
with practice, the task becomes
natural and effortless. Rasa Khan
uses this metaphor to urge us to wor-
ship Govinda with an undeviated
mind. Indeed, that is the perfection
of life. &3

Damodara Nityananda Dasa (Dr.
Dipankar Deb) is a disciple of His
Holiness Bhakti Vikasa Swami. He
holds a Ph.D. degree in electrical
engineering from the University of
Virginia and is an associate profes-
sor of electrical engineering at IIT
RAM, Ahmedabad. He is the author
of the book Muslim Devotees of
Krsna, available from the Krishna.
com Store.
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LORD CAITANYA
(continued from page 26)
the river and rescued the Lord.

After this incident, both the Lord’s
host and Balabhadra Bhattacarya
thought that it would be unsafe for
the Lord to go alone to the Yamuna
and that it would be better to take
Him away from Vrindavan. The Lord
and Balabhadra Bhattacarya then
returned to Jagannatha Puri.

In Sr7 Caitanya-caritamrta (Ma-
dhya 17.228-229), Krsnadasa Kavi-
raja Gosvami writes, “When SrT Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu was elsewhere,

the very name of Vrindavan was suf-
ficient to increase His ecstatic love.
Now, when He was actually traveling
in the Vrindavan forest, His mind was
absorbed in great ecstatic love day
and night. He ate and bathed simply
out of habit.” The Vrindavan pastimes
of Caitanya Mahaprabhu demonstrate
His absorption in the mood of sepa-
ration from Krsna, the esoteric rea-
son for His appearance in this world
around five hundred years ago. [ ]

Lokandth Swami inaugurated
ISKCON s annual Vraja-mandala-
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parikrama in 1987. This year’s
parikrama is especially signifi-
cant because it coincides with

the five-hundredth anniversary of
Lord Caitanya's visit. Lokanath
Swami's recent book, Vraja-
mandala Dar$ana, takes read-

ers on an illustrated day-by-day
Journey along Vrindavan's tradi-
tional parikrama path, created by
Lord Caitanya. The book's thirty
chapters, one for each day of the
parikrama, give readers a feel for
the walk — its pace, and the sights,
sounds, and smells of Vraja.
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FROM THE EDITOR

Village Talk

“WHEN THE HUMAN being gives up the process
of hearing about the all-pervading Personality

of Godhead, he becomes a victim of hearing rub-
bish transmitted by man-made machines.”
(Bhdgavatam 2.2.36, Purport)

When Srila Prabhupada wrote these words,
around 1970, the man-made machines deliver-
ing the “rubbish” were televisions, radios, and
record players. The range of viewing and listen-
ing options was nothing like the endless variety
we have today. Most people are happy for
today’s technological progress, but Prabhupada’s
words should serve as a warning to us all. Our
danger today is not just instant access to an array
of vices; it’s the easy access to any topic that
distracts us from the most important activity of
human life: hearing about Krsna.

The verse Srila Prabhupada is commenting
on appears in Canto Two, chapter two, of the
Srimad-Bhagavatam. The speaker is Sukadeva
Gosvami, the main narrator of the work. Speak-
ing thousands of years ago, when according to
the Vedic scriptures a godly culture predomi-
nated, Sukadeva begins his instructions to King
Pariksit by saying, “Those persons who are
materially engrossed, being blind to the knowl-
edge of ultimate truth, have many subject mat-
ters for hearing in human society, O Emperor.”
(Bhagavatam 2.1.2) Even during the mostly
agrarian life of those times, people found plenty
to talk about that had nothing to do with “knowl-
edge of ultimate truth.” They had village talk.

Among Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s short list of
instructions to Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami was
gramya-katha na sunibe: “Don’t listen to village
talk.” Raghunatha had just renounced his opulent
home to accept a life of renunciation, so Lord
Caitanya’s words were especially relevant for
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him. But they’re valuable for us as well. It’s
often said that we live in a global village now.
So instead of hearing only local gossip, we can
indulge ourselves in the private details of the lives
of the famous and infamous all over the world.

When Srila Prabhupada founded this mag-
azine in 1944, he wanted to draw the reader’s
mind away from the continuous din of mundane
topics that sap the human energy, meant for
spiritual purposes. The Bhdagavatam compares
words detached from God consciousness to filthy
places that attract crows. Godly topics are said
to be for swanlike persons drawn to areas of
pristine cleanliness and goodness.

A principle in the science of God conscious-
ness is that with goodness comes happiness.

The competitors to goodness — namely passion
and ignorance — dominate what we can hear and
see today. But our natural desire for happiness
will never be fulfilled if we seek shelter in those
lower modes.

Articles like those in Back to Godhead face
strong competition for people’s attention. Not
only do readers have thousands of options in
books and magazines, but they also have innu-
merable offerings in the digital media. Though
the great spiritual teachers in the tradition of
Krsna consciousness taught before the digital
age, we can easily see how their instructions
apply today: Life is too valuable to waste in suc-
cumbing to the allure of village talk packaged by
masters at grabbing our attention.

We don’t have to accept maya s soul-killing
propaganda in its current forms. By the mercy of
Srila Prabhupada and his predecessors, we can
turn off the village talk of this world and turn
on the village talk of Goloka Vrndavana, Lord
Krsna’s eternal home. — Nagaraja Dasa

Srila Prabhupada

Srila Prabhupada Lilamrta, 2-Volume Set — By Satsvariipa Dasa
Goswami. The movement he started is now known to millions
around the world, yet he himself remained in the background,

without personal ambition. This is the fascinating biography of an
extraordinary saint, scholar, and religious leader: His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. Hardbound. Volume 1:

1,191 pages; Volume 2: 1,133 pages, 6%2" x 9%". $69.95 BLBM279

The Complete Prabhupada DVD Library —
Includes every available frame of footage taken
of Srila Prabhupada during his twelve years estab-
lishing the Hare Krsna movement. More than

fifty hours of video footage have been edited into
nine programs that coherently illustrate various
themes of Prabhupada’s teachings. The library is
professionally produced on fourteen dual-layered
discs and comes in a protective case.

Disc 1: Acharya Series, 1-5

Disc 2: Your Ever Well-Wisher

Disc 3: Vintage Short Films

Disc 4: Prabhupada in Australia

Disc 5: Prabhupada on Tour

Disc 6: Festivals

Disc 7: Perfect Questions, Perfect Answers
Disk 8: Bhagavad-gita As It Is

Disk 9-13: Srimad-Bhagavatam Classes
Disk 14: Prabhupada Darshan Series

Audio: English or Russian. Subtitled in Chinese
(simple and traditional), Croatian, Czech, English,
Estonian, German, Hindi, Hungarian, Indonesian,
Japanese, Lithuanian, Malay, Polish, Portuguese,
Romanian, Russian, Spanish, Swedish, and
Turkish. $39.95 TVVD790

Prabhupada Bhajanas &
Kirtanas (CDs) — Srila
Prabhupada sings devo-
tional songs accompa-

instruments. $14:95
SALE $7.99 each.

Srila Prabhupada — Hun-
dreds of photos from the
twelve years Prabhu-

pada taught and preached
throughout the world are
beautifully arranged and dis-
played in this large-format
book. Hardbound, 190 pages,
hundreds of color and b&w
photos, photo index, cloth-
covered protective case, 125"
x 15%". $108.00 BLBH308

Krsna Meditations — B6CD301

Songs of the Spiritual Masters —
B6CD303

Sri Brahma Sarihita — B6CD304

nied by traditional Indian ~ Prabhupdada Bhajans — B6CD305

Vibhavari Sesa — B6CD307

Collected Teachings
of Srila Prabhupada, 7
Volumes — All of Prabhu-
pada’s lectures on Sri
Caitanya-caritamrta, The
Nectar of Devotion, and Sri
ISopanisad, as well as philo-
sophical discussions and
lectures at various events.
Hardbound, 6" x 9". $174:95
SALE $89.99 B6BM229

The Bhaktivedanta VedaBase —
Have all of Srila Prabhupada’s
recorded words (including books,
lectures, conversations, and letters)
at your fingertips within moments.
Featuring copy-and-paste, diacrit-
ics, and query templates for easy
searches. $99.95 B6BD225

Dasavatara — B6CD308

Jaya Radhe Jaya Krsna — B6CD309
Sri Sri Gurvastakam — B6CD310
Sri $ri Siksastakam — B6CD311
Gauranga Bhajan — B6CD313
Nitai Pada Kamala — B6CD314

Srimad-Bhagavatam, 18-Volume
Set — By Srila Prabhupada; com-
pleted by his disciples. This epic

philosophical and literary clas-

sic holds a prominent position in
India’s voluminous written wisdom,
touching upon all fields of human
knowledge. Twelve cantos. Hard-
bound, 17,900 pages, index, dust-
jackets, bookmarks, 6" x 9". Printed
in India. $399.95 BLBM284

Find many more
books, CDs,
and DVDs by and
about Srila Prabhu-
pada at store.
krishna.com

Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta, 9-Vol-
ume Set — In the
early sixteenth cen-
tury the West was
on one course, the
East on another.

In India, Caitanya
Mahaprabhu was
directing people
inward, toward a
scientific under-
standing of the
highest knowledge
of man’s spiritual
nature. Hardbound,
7,379 total pages,
6" x 9". Printed

in India. $139.95
BLBM318
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Srila Prabhupada (cont.) & Books About Krsna Worship

Brass Lotus Karatalas—Tra-

Back to Godhead 1944 — Ramayana — Compiled by Pirnaprajia Dasa; illustrated B
# 1960: The Pioneer Years — by Parama Dasa. India’s immortal tale of adventure, love, Arati Set — Fine-quality arati items o ditional Indian hand cymbals
- Read issues from the early and wisdom is captured in this amazing book featuring the for your temple or home altar. for accompanying devotional
.E. years, when Prabhupada artwork of Parama Dasa. These beautiful pictures, together ]-?'ach item in this set is .beau- songs. Made of sturdy afld
] was publishing in India. with the easy-to-read text, bring an imaginative harmony tifully crafted from polished melodious bell metal, with
r Hardbound, 240 pages, 8 to this classic tale that will captivate a new generation of brass. Includes two ghee lamps, fabric holding ties. Made in
color plates, 60 rare b&w readers and delight those reading it again. Large-format art an acamana cup with spoon, a small India.
photos, 9%" x 13'4" $29.95 book, 240 pages, silk cover with a real gold-leaf impression, {01‘1 for water, a hand bell, a water conch and holder, a flower plate, an 3" $17.95 S2MK332 |
( B6BH224 50 color plates, 15%" x 12", $124.95 BLBH608 incense holder, and a sturdy 10%" tray. $49.95 S2WT696 257 $11.95 SIMK331 {
The Jaladuta Diary — Krsna Art — Pe N d ants
Compiled from Srila By Various

Artists. A stun-
ning collection

Prabhupada’s diary writ-
ten during his 35-day sea

Divine Protector Pendant, Large
— This exquisite silver pendant of
Lord Nrsimhha is beautifully detailed

of Vaisnava art,
featuring some of the most beautiful paintings of
Krsna and His pastimes. From the creators of the

journey to America. Hard-
bound, 103 pages, 9%" x
10%4". $24:95 SALE $13.99
B6BH273

}
Jagannatha Puri Pendants — Lord Jag-
annatha’s smiling face will brighten any-
one’s day. This elegant pendant is per-

fect for your favorite set of neck beads.
About 1%" in diameter. $4.95 each.

L

and cast in silver. Give the protector
of the devotees as a gift to someone

two beautiful large-format books Darsana and .
you care about, or keep Him close

Srila Prabhupada, this collection is sure to enchant
you. This large-format book includes restored

Blue — KCIP223
Green — KCJP224
Orange — KCJP225

to your own heart. Approximately
1" high. $25.95 H4JP537

paintings on single pages and double foldout pages,
with accompanying text. Hardbound, 320 pages,
146 images, 13" x 15%". $124.95 BLBHS820

A Transcendental Diary —
By Hari Sauri Dasa. This
series by one of Srila
Prabhupada’s personal attendants
recounts Prabhupada’s journeys and

Antique-Silver—

Colored Nrsimha Pendant —
The elegant silver-colored metal
pendant hangs from a thin loop
perfect for either a simple chain

e A

Krsna’s Lotus Feet Pen-
dant — Marked with
detailed impressions of
the symbols on Krsna’s

Krsna: The Supreme Personal-
ity of Godhead (Deluxe Edi-
tion) — Illustrated by Devaki

activities in detail during an intense part RO ~
Devi Dasi. Srila Prabhupada’s

of Prabhupada’s life. He traveled around
the world, opened temples, spoke with

feet. Cast in solid sil-
ver. Pendant is approxi-
mately 174" x 12", and

or your favorite neck beads. 1%"

summary study of the Tenth high. $3.95 S2JP447

Canto of the Srimad-

celebrities and supporters, and corre- _ .
Bhagavatam. Includes a revised

sponded with followers and disciples
by the hundreds. Softbound, 5%2" x 8%2".

comes with a strong 18"
silver “snake” chain.
$24.95 KXJP639

Jagannatha Pen-

index, extended glossary, a map
dant — Celebrate

of ancient India, and a mul-

Find many more

14.95 each. .
$14.95 eac Vol. 3 - B6BS283 timedia CD. Hardbound, 844 yoilr Glle;mlon lt)o pendants and
Vol. 1 -B6BS281 Vol 4 - B6BS284 77 color plates, 7" ord Krsna by

pages, 77 color plates, 7" x - _ . . I amulets, and a
Vol. 2 — B6BS282 Vol 5 — B6BS285 9%".$49.95 BLBH245 Nrsimha Avatar Pendant — Keep the protec wearing this bright N

tor of the devotees close to your heart with

e

silver Jagannatha
pendant. Approxi-
mately %" wide.
$9.95 H4JP458

large selection of
jewelry at store.
krishna.com

this elegant silver pendant with ruby eyes.
Pendant is approximately 1" oval, with a
permanent, generous loop. $27.95 H4JP730
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Prema Mix Incense — These specially blended fra-
grances will add a heavenly aroma to your home tem-
ple. Set the scene for deity worship, yoga, or medita-
tion with this quality incense. Choose from 2 sizes:

EXTRA-LARGE (A 400-stick bundle of 5 fragrances.)
8" x 10" (Top row, left to right) Mayapur Prema Mix — Saraswati, Vrindavan Darshan,
Krishna Raj, Chintamani, and Frankincense.
$21.95 KXFB400
Vraja Prema Mix — Chandan Deluxe, Special Tulasi
Flora, Highest Gold, White Rose, and Lavender.
$33.95 KXFB440

Classic Krsna and Arjuna — B6RR215 $6.95
Krsna on Yamuna Bank — B6RR226 $6.95
Uddhava — B6RR235 $6.95

Birth of Lord Krsna — B6RR241 $6.95
Krsna with the Peacocks — BORR263 $6.95

Lord Caitanya's Nama Sankirtana — BORR221 $6:95 SALE $1.99 LARGE (A 200-stick bundle of 4
fragrances.)

Masterpiece Incense — A rich blend of spices, resins, and

5" x 7" (Left two rows) Mayapur Prema Mix — Saraswati, woods. Each stick will burn for an hour, and the fragrance

Vrindavan Darshan, Krishna
Raj, and Chintamani. $12.95
KXFB200

Vraja Prema Mix — Chandan
Deluxe, Highest Gold, Spe-
cial Tulasi Flora, and Laven-
der. $20.95 KXFB220
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will linger for days. Each packet contains 10 grams, or 6-8
sticks. $1.95 per packet.

Radha & Krsna in the Forest — B6RR502 $2:97 SALE $0.97
The Charging Chariot — B6RR551 $2:97 SALE $0.97

Govinda Krsna — BORR516 $2:97-SALE $0.67

Radha and Krsna on Swing — B6RR519 $2:97 SALE $0.67
Nityananda — B6RR524 $2:97 SALE $0.67

Krsna & Gopis Under the Moon — BORR530 $2:97 SALE $0.67
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Baba (an earthy blend of spices, resins, & woods) — BCFS426
Chandra (a light, airy fragrance) — BCFS427

Darshan (cinnamon & sandalwood) — BCFS428

Nanak (sandalwood & frankincense) — BCFS431

Laxmi (garden flowers, woods, & spices) — BCFS430
Pariloka (sandalwood, vanilla, & vetivert) — BCFS432

Ram (rosewood, cinnamon, & ylang ylang) — BCFS434
Vishnu (patchouli & sandalwood) — BCFS134

F. CI h CI . Krishna Prema Mix — Nag Champa,
In many more P otos an Prl nts Sandalwood, Prabhupada, and

at Sto re R I(ris h na. Com Sai Flora. $12.95 KXFB649




Book of Eggfree Cakes — By Cintia Stammers.
Over 200 recipes, all egg free. Perfect low-
sugar, low-fat, low-cholesterol recipes with an

Vegetarian World Food — By Kurma Dasa.
Kirma's vegetarian cuisine is attracting
food lovers from all cultures with its exotic
flavors, delicate spices, superb nutrition, and emphasis on flavor, simplicity, and health. The
ideal book for vegetarians and people aller-
gic to eggs. Hardbound, 254 pages, 6%" x 8%2".

$28.95 BSBH311

positively addictive taste. This cookbook
gives you 321 recipes from the Mediterra-
nean, India, Europe, Southeast Asia, and
other regions around the globe. Hardbound,
213 pages, 321 recipes, numerous color
photographs, 10" x 10". $24.95 BLBH298

VEDIC THOUGHTS

The Art of Indian Sweets — By
Krishna Priya Dasi. In this col-
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;-:: Cooking With Kurma: More Great Vegetarian Dishes — lection, Krishna Priya Dasi
!: By Kurma Dasa. Through television shows and personal shows how to make 56 delicious The scriptures stress the point Because I am transcendental,
appearances around the world, as well as through his traditional Indian sweets, includ- . . . .
; fi cookbooks, Karma Dasa has jovially introduced millions ing several variations of halva, that only animals, which are infer- beyond both the fallible and the
]1 of people to his special brand of elegant and eclectic cui- laddu, sandesh, jamun, pera,and | i rior to human beings, do not WOI‘Ship infallible, and because I am the great—
ine. This book contains hundreds of recipes from man . Hardbound, 117 pages . : :
W sine. p y more. Har s pages, &
- cultures, an extensive glossary of herbs and spices, and 6" x 9" $1995T3BH731 R and serve the Supreme Lord. This proves that est, [ am celebrated both in the world and in
o stunning color photos of the finished recipes. those who are really on the human platform nat-  the Vedas as that Supreme Person.
= Hardbound, 244 pages, profusely Lord Krishna's Cuisine: I d 1 d 9 he S i
:" illustrated, 8%" x 10%". $24.95 Tze Ant Zf I::ian"‘sfeg;ar urally must develop devotion to the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna
!" BLBH229 ian Cooking — By Yamuna Lord. o - Bhagavad-gita 15.18
4 Devi : Srila Vis§vanatha Cakravarti Thakura
= evi. Yamuna's award- _ s .
~... The Hare Krishna Book of Vegetarian Cooking — By Adiraja winning cookbook has AR TR, FR B In this world no one has any permanent relation:
Dasa. An introduction to Indian vegetarian cooking. Over 100 more than 500 recipes with yp
recipes and detailed instructions on preparing all the essential illustrations from India's . Shlp with anyone else, O Kll’lg We cannot stay
} unique ingredients that make up Indian vegetarian cuisine. From great culinary tradition. Devotees should always be happy with all the forever even with our own bod hat to speak
:'; Ir the simple to the advanced. Hardbound, 318 pages, 39 color ‘Hardboundj 800 pages, dealings of their master, the Supreme Personal- ; . ur ow Y, W p
= | photos, 6" x 9". $14.95 BLBH237 index, dust-jacket, 8" x 10". i e Cadlisntl A devaiss mey 5o 5k e G of our wife, children, and the rest.
o $39.95 PGBH612 0 =
4 F—————— e —— - - ficulty or opulence, but he should accept both Sri Akriira to Dhrtarastra
Great Vegetarian Dishes: g . Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.49.20
¥ | K RI S N C O M STO RE | Over z:);o Re'cipes'fmm VECETARL as gifts of the Supreme Personality of Godhead e
E | I I A. | Around the World - By I and jubilantly engage in the service of the Lord T . .
&/ | P. 0. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA * (800) 800-3284 | Kurma Dasa. Love inter- I T ——— hus indeed the breath of this Supreme Being
: ) . a0 ' e - o =
j |. I Outside USA & Ca[iladaA +1 (386) 462-1241 01" fax (386) 462-1761 I natlona.ldculsnle' Her.e s Constltutes the Rg I/'eda’ Ya]ur Véda! Sama Véda!
| Email: store@krishna.com ¢ Web: www.krishna.com/store I your guide to vegetarian His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada . . - -
o versions of all your favor- o o T Atharvangirasa Veda, Itihasa, and Purana.
L | Use this promotional code to get 10% off | ite dishes. Hardbound, 192 SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 12.37, Purport
| your next online order: BTG496D* | pages, full color photos, 9" - Mundaka Upanisad 2.1.2
"r ; | (Include item codes when ordering. Please print clearly.) o N I x 10%". $24.95 BLBH235 . The word bhakti cannot be apphed to anyone
& . ty. mount . . - - .
o - Flease send me: | _ _ _ other than Krsna. Krsna is the only object of Whatever we see in this world is but an expan-
[+ Simple Vegetarian Cooking, . . . . . ) .
- | | Indian Style - By Shanka devotional service. Brahman is the object of sion of various energies of the Supreme Person-
o | | Dasa. A variety of tasty impersonal knowledge, Paramatma of yoga, but  ality of Godhead, who is like a fire that spreads
Indian meals. This cookbook . . . . . . ..
i i - L 1) . 11lumination 10or a 1on 1Stance altnou 1T 1S
e | I is especially meant for veg Krsna the supreme object of service 11 tion fi long dist Ithough it
8 | (To order additional items, use a separate sheet.) I etarians who recoenize that . .
- | Subtotal I the food they eat igs o gift Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura situated in one place.
Payment method: % sk gy ;
ﬁ | . S/HL(86 plus 10% of order) | from God (Krsna) and natu- Amrta Vani Sri Parasara Muni
-5 | D Credit card Sales tax (Florida only) I rally feel inclined to show Visnu Purdana 1.22.56
Check / di i iati i- . - . . o ’
&= | [ Check / money order Amt. enclosed | :z: ‘;‘(’)‘;:g;fr:;‘)q:;‘; agg’;“ Certamly no means of perfection is superior
Make checks payable to Krishna.com. (US funds only.) For subscriptions, make checks ) ’ ’ t 2 Q.= =1a°
"X 9", $8. o the worship of Sriman Madana-gopala’s : . .
E | payable to Back to Godhead. We accept the following credit cards: VISA, MasterCard, I 6"x9". $8.95 VMBS607 p . g p lf one very careﬁllly and 1mpartlally discusses
4'51' |  American Express, Discover. | [Krsna’s] lotus feet. That worship yields results o characteristics, instructions, and scriptural
b b
The Higher Taste — By dis- T . s _ .
o | Name | ciples of ila Prabhupada, H (0 h E] far beyond what one could expect. It should be conclusions of $rf Mahaprabhu Caitanya-
- . - .7 -
# I Address Apt. I Over 50 delicious recipes 5 performed mainly through nama-sankirtana, deva, one will be compelled to accept Him
City. State Zip from TItaly, India, Mexico, 'i- - t . 0 e )
e o — | the Middle East and othor asie along Wlﬂ% r_everer_lce, and a‘ffectlon for the many ¢ ¢.ovac arya, or the supreme authority on
B | : | countries. This revised edi- places of Sr1 Gopala’s pastimes, places one everything
Card no. Exp. S. C. fon i : a9 : ,
E ' tion includes ecological and should regularly visit. Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura
e | Signature I moral reasons to become Tattva-siitra 49
§ | * Cannot be applied to previous orders. Excludes sale and clearance items, as well as shipping / handling charges. Expires Jan. 1,2016. I a vegetarian. Softbound, Sr1 Gopa-kumﬁra attva-sutra
#% Orders outside US, $6 plus 25% of order. (For a more accurate shipping quote, please call or email us. " "
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~ Books fora
Diritual Revolution

eferred to as “the ripe
fruit of the tree of Vedic

literature,” Srimad-

Bhdgavatam is the most complete
and authoritative exposition of
Vedic knowledge. Five thousand
years ago the great sage Krsna
Dvaipayana Vyasa composed
this purana, or history, to
explain the essence of spiritual
knowledge. This edition, pub-
lished by the Bhaktivedanta
Book Trust, includes the original
Sanskrit text, transliteration,
word meanings, translation, and
purports by His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the founder-acarya

of the International Society for

Krishna Consciousness.

18-Volume Set

Available from the Krishna.com Store.
http://store krishna.com/srimad-bhagavatam-18-volume-set/




	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack

