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Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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WELCOME
This issue coincides with the 
thirtieth anniversary of the 
opening of the Śrī Śrī Rādhā- 
Rādhānātha Temple of Under- 
standing in Durban, South 
Africa. It also coincides with 
the fortieth anniversary of  

a visit to that country by His Divine Grace  
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda. To 
honor these occasions, we’ve dedicated much  
of this issue to articles related to the Kṛṣṇa  
consciousness movement in South Africa.

The issue begins as usual with one of Śrīla 
Prabhupāda’s many recorded lectures, this one 
given in Durban’s city hall. Aware of the coun-
try’s racial conflicts, Prabhupāda tells his audi-
ence, “Our mission is to come to the platform of 
our spiritual body.”

Nikuñja Vilāsinī Devī Dāsī’s “The Sun Be- 
hind the Rainbow” presents some history of the 
Durban temple and of the struggles of the first 
devotees in launching Kṛṣṇa consciousness in 
South Africa. Rukmiṇī Devī Dāsī, in “Sprouting 
Bhakti on Campus,” tells us how Bhakti Yoga  
Societies are delivering Kṛṣṇa’s teachings to 
grateful university students. And Kṛśāṅgī Devī 
Dāsī picks out “Three Pillars of ISKCON Dur-
ban” to highlight, giving us some insight into 
how this efficiently run temple is reaching people  
of all backgrounds in this Rainbow Nation. 

The second article in Sureśvara Dāsa’s ten-
part series Śrīla Prabhupāda: Our Founder-
Ācārya tops off the issue.

Hare Kṛṣṇa. – Nāgarāja Dāsa, Editor

OUR PURPOSES
• To help all people discern reality from  
	 illusion, spirit from matter, the eternal from 
	 the temporary.
• To expose the faults of materialism.
• To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques  
	 of spiritual life.
• To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.
• To celebrate the chanting of the holy names 
	 of God as taught by Lord Śrī Caitanya 
	 Mahāprabhu.
• To help every living being remember and  
   	serve Śrī Kṛṣṇa, the Personality of Godhead.

Śrī Rādhā-Kṛṣṇa 
are together the  

one Supreme 
Absolute Truth.

Śrī Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu, the 

combined incarnation 
of Rādhā-Kṛṣṇa, 
inaugurated the 
chanting of Hare 

Kṛṣṇa five hundred 
years ago.

His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupāda, 
Founder-Ācārya of 
the International 

Society for Krishna 
Consciousness. 

			   Śrı–la Prabhupa–da: Our Founder-A
–
ca–rya

54  The Founder-Acarya Principle
	 	 	 How the principle of “founder-ācārya,”  
			   of prime importance to the International 	
			   Society for Krishna Consciousness, devel- 
			   oped from four seeds, the first planted by 	
			   Caitanya Mahāprabhu’s direct followers.

Celebrating Krsna in South Africa
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Letters
Unwanted Thoughts 
While Chanting

I chant the mahā-mantra at the 
interval of one day. My issue 
is that while chanting, a lot of 
unwanted thoughts keep coming 
into my mind. I am unable to han-
dle it. What can I do?
	             Chandan Kumar
	             Via the Internet

Our reply: Despite the influence 
of the mind and material nature, 
try not to be discouraged in your 
practice of Kṛṣṇa consciousness. 
Continue sincerely hearing and 
chanting the holy name, become 
absorbed in the philosophy of 
Bhagavad-gītā and the pastimes 
of Lord Kṛṣṇa as presented in the 
Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam, and associ-
ate with Kṛṣṇa’s devotees. These 
things are the key to progress in 
spiritual life. 

Kṛṣṇa consciousness is a grad-
ual process, and we must have 
firm confidence that by this simple 
process all unwanted habits will 
gradually be cleansed from the 
heart. In the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 
(11.20.27–28), Lord Kṛṣṇa tells 
His dear devotee Uddhava:  
“Having awakened faith in the 
narrations of My glories, being 
disgusted with all material activi-
ties, knowing that all sense grati-
fication leads to misery, but still 
being unable to renounce all sense 
enjoyment, My devotee should 
remain happy and worship Me 
with great faith and conviction. 
Even though he is sometimes 
engaged in sense enjoyment, My 
devotee knows that all sense grati-
fication leads to a miserable result, 
and he sincerely repents such 
activities.”

As we continue chanting and 
hearing about Kṛṣṇa, we reach the 
stage called anartha-nirvṛtti, when 
all bad habits naturally disappear. 
So don’t become discouraged. 

Why the Insecurity?

Hare Kṛṣṇa. I have a good family 
and a job that allows me to keep 
my family happy. So why am I 
always feeling insecure?
		   Sanjay Mallick
		   Via the Internet

Our reply: The feeling of insecu-
rity indicates that you have some 
spiritual intelligence. In reality, 
no family or job or any amount of 
money can offer true security. Ma- 
terially these things may offer 
security, but they can go at any 
moment. Death can take you or 
someone from your family. Dis-
ease is always looming, ready to 
prevent you from being happy 
and draining all your money on 
doctors and medical care. The job 
market is always changing, and at 
any moment what is a good job  
today may be no job tomorrow. So  
really there is no security in the 
material world. The real security 
is in connection with the spiritual 
world. Lord Kṛṣṇa is in charge of 
everything. Taking shelter of Him 
offers the only real security. 

We should perform our duties, 
of course, and try our best to take 
care of our dependents and earn 
an honest living, but in the end 
the only unbreakable source of 
happiness and peace is our rela-
tionship with God. His protection 
is above everything else. If you 
can put this one – the relationship 
with Kṛṣṇa – before all the zeroes 
of family, job, money, and so on, 
then you can have 1,000,000,000, 
and you can feel secure knowing 
that Lord Kṛṣṇa is really the one 
who can offer protection in any 
circumstance.

Replies were written by Krishna.
com Live Help volunteers. Please 
write to us at: BTG, P. O. Box 430, 
Alachua, Florida 32616, USA. 
Email: editors@krishna.com.

SPECIAL SECTION

SOUTH 
AFRICA

Śrīla Prabhupāda’s disciples first 
arrived in South Africa in 1972, and 
2015 marks the fortieth anniversary 
of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s visit there, 
as well as the thirtieth anniversary 
of the opening of the Śrī Śrī Rādhā-
Rādhānātha Temple of Understanding 
in Durban. This special section 
includes one of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s 
lectures at the Durban City Hall and 
three articles that, while relating 
some of the history of ISKCON South 
Africa, focus mainly on ISKCON 
Durban, the country’s largest Hare 
Kṛṣṇa community.

Celebrating Krsna in

PHOTOGRAPHERS: Jeffrey Govender, Sita J.Singh, 
Rāsa-sthalī Devī Dāsī, Śrīnāthajī Dāsa, Śrīdāma Dāsa, 
Vṛndāvana Candra Dāsa, Nkosinathi Ntuli, Shikar 
Ramchand, Chanel Baichan, Seema Raghubar, Revati 
Bhimsen, Tamohara Dāsa, Revaan Asrax
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LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, I thank you very much for 
your kindly participating in this great movement. This 
movement was not started by me. It was started long, 

long ago by Kṛṣṇa Himself. First He spoke the philosophy  
of Bhagavad-gītā to the sun-god. As it is stated in the 
Bhagavad-gītā (4.1),

    imaṁ vivasvate yogaṁ
         proktavān aham avyayam
    vivasvān manave prāhur
         manur ikṣvākave ’bravīt

“I instructed this imperishable science of yoga to the sun-
god, Vivasvān, and Vivasvān instructed it to Manu, the father 
of mankind, and Manu in turn instructed it to Ikṣvāku.” If 
we calculate the age of Manu, we can understand that Kṛṣṇa 
spoke the philosophy of Bhagavad-gītā to the sun-god, 
Vivasvān, at least forty million years ago. The name of the 
predominating deity in the sun planet is Vivasvān, his son is 

The Kṛṣṇa consciousness movement is not a new 
creation but is simply presenting the teachings of the 

Bhagavad-gītā for the benefit of the whole world.

by His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupåda

Founder-Åcårya of the International Society 

for Krishna Consciousness

 DELIVERING the 
MESSAGE of KRSNA

FOUNDER’S LECTURE
Durban, South Africa, City Hall – October 7, 1975 Śrīla Prabhupāda at Durban City Hall, 1975
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Vaivasvata Manu, and Manu’s son, 
Ikṣvāku, is the original person in  
the dynasty Sūrya-vaṁśa, in which 
Lord Rāmacandra appeared. So this 
Kṛṣṇa consciousness movement is 
coming from a very, very distant 
past. 

But Kṛṣṇa said, evaṁ paramparā-
prāptam imaṁ rājarṣayo viduḥ: 
“Formerly the rājarṣis, the saintly  
kings, used to receive this instruc-
tion through the chain of disciplic 
succession.” (Gītā 4.2) That was the 
way of understanding Bhagavad-
gītā. Now five thousand years ago, 
when Kṛṣṇa was talking with Arju-
na on the Battlefield of Kurukshet-
ra, Arjuna was perplexed whether 

to fight or not, and just to inspire 
Arjuna to fight, Kṛṣṇa spoke the 
Bhagavad-gītā. And He said, “The 
paramparā system of disciplic suc-
cession is now broken; therefore 
I am speaking to you so that peo-
ple may learn from you the pur-
port of this philosophy, Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness.”

Five thousand years ago this phi-
losophy was spoken to Arjuna, 
and we still have access to Kṛṣṇa’s 
instruction. Unfortunately it is again 
being distorted, because we do not 
receive it through the paramparā 
system. Instead we make inferences 
in our own way, and so it is again 
broken. Therefore, five hundred 
years ago, Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu 
taught Bhagavad-gītā as a devotee.  
Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu is under-
stood to be an incarnation of Kṛṣṇa. 
Five thousand years ago, as Kṛṣṇa, 
the Supreme Personality of God-
head, He instructed as the order-
giving master. Sarva-dharmān 
parityajya mām ekaṁ śaraṇaṁ vra-
ja: “Abandon all varieties of reli-

gion and just surrender unto Me.” 
(Gītā 18.66) But people misun-
derstood. Therefore this time, five 
hundred years ago, Lord Caitan-
ya Mahāprabhu, Kṛṣṇa Himself, 
appeared as a devotee of Kṛṣṇa. 

Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu is  
Kṛṣṇa. That is described in the  
authentic śāstra, the Vedic 
scriptures:

   kṛṣṇa-varṇaṁ tviṣākṛṣṇaṁ
        sāṅgopāṅgāstra-pārṣadam
   yajñaiḥ saṅkīrtana prāyair
        yajanti hi su-medhasaḥ

“In the age of Kali, intelligent per-
sons perform congregational chant-

ing to worship the incarnation of 
Godhead who constantly sings the  
names of Kṛṣṇa. Although His com- 
plexion is not blackish, He is Kṛṣṇa 
Himself. He is accompanied by His  
associates, servants, weapons, and  
confidential companions.” (Bhāg-
avatam 11.5.32) This Kṛṣṇa con- 
sciousness movement is Śrī Caitanya  
Mahāprabhu’s movement. And Śrī 
Caitanya Mahāprabhu is Kṛṣṇa 
Himself. 

Kṛṣṇa is very kind upon the con-
ditioned souls. He is trying to ele-
vate them to the real platform of 
Kṛṣṇa consciousness again and 
again. But we are so stubborn that 
we are trying to forget Kṛṣṇa again 
and again. 

Caitanya Maha–prabhu’s 
Order to Indians 

Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu appeared 
in Bengal, in the district of Nava-
dvip, about sixty-four miles north 
of Calcutta. You can learn about the 
teachings of Caitanya Mahāprabhu 

from our books Teachings of Lord 
Caitanya and Caitanya-caritāmṛta, 
which is seventeen volumes. Śrī Cai-
tanya Mahāprabhu spoke especially 
to the Indians:

bhārata-bhūmite haila manuṣya-  	
     janma yāra
janma sārthaka kari’ kara  		
     para-upakāra

“One who has taken his birth as a 
human being in the land of India 
[Bhārata-varṣa] should make his life 
successful and work for the benefit 
of all other people.” He says, “Any-
one who has taken birth in India . . .” 
Bhārata-bhūmi, or India, is puṇya-
bhūmi, the pious land. In the śāstra 
we find that even the demigods in 
the heavenly planets desire to take 
birth in India; India is so glorious. 
Caitanya Mahāprabhu’s mission is 
that the first business of anyone who 
has taken birth as a human being 
in India is to make his life perfect 
by taking advantage of the Vedic 
knowledge, because it is available 
in India. So every Indian, especial-
ly the higher circles, namely the 
brāhmaṇas, kṣatriyas, and vaiśyas – 
especially the brāhmaṇas – it is their 
business to make their life perfect by 
studying the Vedic knowledge and 
then to distribute the knowledge all 
over the world. Because, so far as 
spiritual knowledge is concerned, 
outside India people have got very 
meager knowledge. Therefore Cai-
tanya Mahāprabhu requested that 
every Indian study the Vedic knowl-
edge and distribute it throughout the 
world.

Para-upakāra means welfare  
activity. Kṛṣṇa consciousness is the 
best welfare activity in the world 
because people are in ignorance. 
Everyone, practically ninety-nine 
percent, at the present moment is 
under the bodily conception: “I am 
Indian,” “I am American,” “I am 
Hindu,” “I am Muslim.” That is 
ignorance. That will be discussed in 
the Bhagavad-gītā very elaborate-
ly. So the question may be raised 
“How can I do activities for the wel-

What Is the 
Hare Krsna Movement?
Founded in 1966 by His Divine 
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupāda, the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness 
(ISKCON) carries on a great ancient 
tradition rooted in the Bhagavad-
gītā, the teachings Lord Kṛṣṇa spoke 
five millennia ago. The Gītā and 
the other Vedic scriptures declare 
Kṛṣṇa to be the original person, God 
Himself, who appears periodically 
in this world to liberate all living 
beings. 

Only five hundred years ago, 
Kṛṣṇa descended as Śrī Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu to teach the most  
sublime and effective means of 
meditation for the present day: 
the chanting of the names of God, 
especially as found in the Hare 
Kṛṣṇa mantra.

Today members of ISKCON 
continue Lord Caitanya’s move- 
ment by distributing the teachings 
of Lord Kṛṣṇa and the Hare Kṛṣṇa 
mantra all over the world.

Pronunciation
We spell Sanskrit words and names 
by a phonetic system that lets you  
know how to say each word. Pro-
nounce short a like the u in but, long 
ā like the a in far (and held twice 
as long as the short a). Pronounce 
e like the a in evade, long ī like the 
i in pique. Pronounce the vowel ṛ 
like the ri in rim, and c like the ch 
in chair. Pronounce consonants like 
ch, jh, and dh as in staunch-heart, 
hedge-hog, and red-hot. Pronounce 
ś and ṣ like sh. So for Kṛṣṇa say 
KRISHNA, for Caitanya say 
CHAITANYA.

Spiritual Names 
ISKCON members receive names of 
Lord Kṛṣṇa or his great devotees,  
combined with Dāsa, for men, or 
Dāsī, for women, both of which 
mean “servant.” For instance, the 
name Kṛṣṇa Dāsa means “servant of 
Kṛṣṇa.”

Caitanya Mahaprabhu requested that 
every Indian study the Vedic knowledge 
and distribute it throughout the world.

fare of the whole world?” Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu encourages, 

yāre dekha tāre kaha kṛṣṇa-upadeśa 
āmāra ājñāya guru hañā tāra ei deśa

“Wherever you are staying, by My 
order you must become a guru.” 
(Caitanya-caritāmṛta, Madhya 
7.128) 

“But I have no education. How 
can I become a guru? How can I 
instruct others?” 

Caitanya Mahāprabhu says, “Yes, 
that I know. But take My order.”

“Then what shall I do?”
“Become a guru. You haven’t got 

to manufacture any philosophy. Sim-
ply instruct whatever Kṛṣṇa has spo-
ken. That’s all. Then you become a 
guru.”

Our request is, you are so many 
Indians living in this foreign country 
for generations, so take this instruc-
tion of Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu. 
Because you are coming from India, 
it is a special request to you: “By the 
order of Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu, 
every one of you become a guru.” 

You are staying here in South 
Africa. So preach as a guru. And 
what shall you preach? Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu says that you haven’t 
got to invent anything. Kṛṣṇa’s 
instruction is there in the Bhagavad-
gītā. Don’t distort it, but give it as it 
is. That’s your duty.

Kr. s.n. a, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead 

In the Bhagavad-gītā it is clearly 
said that Kṛṣṇa is the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead. Kṛṣṇa Himself 
says,

    ahaṁ sarvasya prabhavaḥ
         mattaḥ sarvaṁ pravartate
    iti matvā bhajante māṁ
         budhā bhāva-samanvitāḥ

“I am the source of all spiritual and 
material worlds. Everything ema-
nates from Me. The wise who per-
fectly know this engage in My 
devotional service and worship Me 

with all their hearts.” (Gītā 10.8) 
This we have to understand, that 
Kṛṣṇa is the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. And He is accepted as 
such. Arjuna heard from Kṛṣṇa about 
Himself, and he agreed:

   paraṁ brahma paraṁ dhāma 
        pavitraṁ paramaṁ bhavān
   puruṣaṁ śāśvataṁ divyam
        ādi-devam ajaṁ vibhum 

“You are the Supreme Personali-
ty of Godhead, the ultimate abode, 
the purest, the Absolute Truth. You 
are the eternal, transcendental, origi-
nal person, the unborn, the greatest.” 
(Gītā 10.12) So Kṛṣṇa is accepted  
as the Supreme Personality of God- 
head by His direct disciple, Arjuna;  
He is accepted by Vyāsadeva; He 
is accepted by Nārada Muni; and 
recently, within two thousand years, 
He was accepted by all the great 
ācāryas of India, like Śaṅkarācārya, 
Rāmānujācārya, Madhvācārya, 
Viṣṇusvāmī; and lately, five hun-
dred years ago, by Śrī Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu. So there is no doubt 
about Kṛṣṇa’s being the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. In the 
Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam (1.3.28) it is 
confirmed, ete cāṁśa kalāḥ puṁsāṁ 
kṛṣṇas tu bhagavān svayam: “The 
original Personality of Godhead is 
Kṛṣṇa.” Similarly, in the Upaniṣads, 
in the Vedas, in the Brahma-saṁhitā 
– if you take evidence from the 
śāstras, everywhere you will find the 
same idea: kṛṣṇas tu bhagavān sva-
yam. In the Brahma-saṁhitā (5.1), 
written by Lord Brahmā, he says in 
the beginning,

    īśvaraḥ paramaḥ kṛṣṇaḥ
         sac-cid-ānanda-vigrahaḥ
    anādir ādir govindaḥ
         sarva-kāraṇa-kāraṇam

“Govinda, Kṛṣṇa, is the cause of 
all causes. He is the primal cause, 
and He is the very form of eterni-
ty, knowledge and bliss.” So from 
śāstric evidences, from authentic 
evidences, from the ācāryas, from 
Bhagavad-gītā itself – everywhere 
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cause you are lamenting for this  
body.” Kṛṣṇa said, gatāsūn agatāsūṁś 
ca nānuśocanti paṇḍitāḥ: “Anyone 
who is learned does not lament for 
this body, whether it is in the living  
condition or the dead condition. You 
are talking like a learned man, but 
you are not a learned man.” This is 
the first instruction. Because Arjuna  
accepted Kṛṣṇa, Kṛṣṇa chastised him 
with harsh words: “You are not a 
paṇḍita.” 

Now, just consider what is the 
position of this world. Everyone  
is taking care of the body. But Kṛṣṇa  
said, gatāsūn agatāsūṁś ca nānu- 
śocanti paṇḍitāḥ. The paṇḍita, one  
who is learned, knows that he is not 	
    	       (please turn to page 52)  

you will find the confirmation: 
kṛṣṇas tu bhagavān svayam. 

It is not difficult to take up Cai-
tanya Mahāprabhu’s mission. Simply 
accept the instruction of Bhagavad-
gītā and try to preach it to whomev-
er you meet. You may remain as a 
businessman, you may remain what-
ever you are, you may remain a fam-
ily head, but instruct the advice of 
Kṛṣṇa. This is our mission.

Kr. s.n. a, the Supreme Teacher 

The instruction of Kṛṣṇa begins 
when Arjuna was very much per-
plexed about whether to fight. On 
the other side were his brother, his 
nephews, his son-in-law, his grand-

father, his teacher. When he saw on 
the battlefield so many relatives, 
friends, and kinsmen, he was per-
plexed. He was very compassionate. 
He said, “Kṛṣṇa, I am not going to 
fight.” But Arjuna also knew, “Kṛṣṇa 
is the Supreme Personality of God-
head. So my perplexity can be erad-
icated only by Kṛṣṇa.” Therefore he 
submitted to Kṛṣṇa, “I am in great 
perplexity.”

Everyone is in great perplexity.  
There is no doubt. Anyone in this 
material world is full of anxiety and 
perplexity. So it is not only Arjuna’s 
problem. It is the problem of every-
one. If we want to solve the problems  
of life, we should accept Kṛṣṇa as 
the supreme teacher. This is the 
instruction of Bhagavad-gītā and 
Arjuna. Śiṣyas te ’haṁ śādhi māṁ 
tvāṁ prapannam: “My dear Kṛṣṇa, 
now I am asking You to become 
my teacher and solve my problem.” 
(Gītā 2.7)

Earlier in the Bhagavad-gītā (2.9) 
Sañjaya, the narrator, said,

      evam uktvā hṛṣīkeśaṁ
           guḍākeśaḥ parantapaḥ
      na yotsya iti govindam
           uktvā tūṣṇīṁ babhūva ha
 
“Having spoken thus, Arjuna, chas-
tiser of enemies, told Kṛṣṇa, ‘Govin-
da, I shall not fight,’ and fell silent.” 
Sañjaya refers to Kṛṣṇa by the name 
Hṛṣīkeśa. Hṛṣīka means the senses, 
and īśa means the master. Everyone 
has senses, and the master of those 
senses is Kṛṣṇa. We are not the mas-
ter. That we have to understand. I 
say, “This is my hand,” but if Kṛṣṇa 
withdraws the hand’s power, I can-
not act. We should understand in this 
way that none of our senses belong 
to us. They are given to us for prop-

er use. Therefore, because they are 
given to us by the Supreme Lord, 
Kṛṣṇa, the master of the senses, they 
should be used for Kṛṣṇa. This is 
bhakti-yoga. We should know that 
although we have these senses, they 
have been given to us to use but 
they do not belong to us.

Therefore Kṛṣṇa’s name is Hṛṣī-
keśa. Hṛṣīkeṇa hṛṣīkeśa-sevanaṁ 
bhaktir ucyate (Nārada Pañcarātra). 
Bhakti means to use your senses in 
the service of Kṛṣṇa. At the present  
moment, under the condition of 
material nature, we are using our 
senses for our sense gratification. 
That is called the conditional stage. 
And we are becoming subjected to 
so many changes of circumstances  
in different bodies. We are creating  
a different situation by using the 
senses for our personal sense grati- 
fication, and we have become 
bound by the laws of nature. That 
is explained in the Bhagavad-gītā 
(3.9). Yajñārthāt karmaṇo ’nyatra 
loko ’yaṁ karma-bandhanaḥ. Yaj-

ña, or yajña-puruṣa, means Viṣṇu. 
If you work for Kṛṣṇa, then you are 
doing right; otherwise you become 
implicated. This is the teaching of 
Bhagavad-gītā.

Now, Arjuna is a fighter, a sol-
dier. He knows how to fight, that’s 
all. He’s not a Vedantist; he is not a 
brāhmaṇa; he is not a sannyāsī. He 
is a gṛhastha, a householder. He ap- 
peared on the Battlefield of Kuru-
kshetra to fight for political reasons. 
So he knew all this business, but he 
used his talent in the fighting art for 
Kṛṣṇa. He did not want to fight. As 
a Vaiṣṇava he is very kind. He said, 
“My brothers, my cousins, certainly  
they have insulted my wife. They 
have taken my kingdom by gam-
bling and so many devices. I know 
that. Still, because they are my 
brothers, I don’t wish to kill them.” 
This is the Vaiṣṇava’s attitude. But 
Kṛṣṇa’s business is yadā yadā hi 
dharmasya glānir bhavati (Gītā 4.7). 
When there is injustice, it must be 
faced with fighting. That is Kṛṣṇa’s 
version. So Arjuna, as a Vaiṣṇava, 
did not like to fight. But Kṛṣṇa, as 
the supreme mediator, desired the 
battle. That is also good for every-
thing. Whatever Kṛṣṇa does is good. 
“God is good.” There is nothing bad 
in what God does. 

After Arjuna heard Bhagavad-
gītā very carefully, Kṛṣṇa asked him, 
“Now I have explained to you the 
Bhagavad-gītā, the spiritual knowl-
edge. Now whatever you like, you 
can do.” Yathecchasi tathā kuru 
(Gītā 18.63). Now it is up to you. 
You can decide not to fight. I have 
no objection, because you have a lit-
tle independence. But My advice is 
that you should fight. Now I ask you 
what you are going to do.” 

Arjuna replied, kariṣye vacanaṁ 
tava (Gītā 18.73): “Now I shall do 
it.” This is bhakti, to act according 
to the advice of the Supreme Lord. 

Therefore we have to first of all 
establish our relationship with God. 
Like the relationship between a 
father and his son, our relationship  
with God already exists. Some-
times a son leaves home and forgets 

Everyone has senses, and the master  
of those senses is Krsna. We are not the 
master. That we have to understand.

his father. Similarly, we are out of 
home. We have come from the spir-
itual world to the material world. 
We have forgotten our father. So we 
have to revive the relationship with 
our father, or God, or Kṛṣṇa. That is 
the main business of human life. 

The Business of Human Life 

In species of life lower than the hu- 
man being it is not possible to revive 
our old relationship with God. There- 
fore this is the greatest opportunity.  
After all, we are under the grip of  
material nature’s law. That is ex-
plained: tathā dehāntara-prāptiḥ 
(Gītā 2.13). According to our desire,  
we are creating the type of body that  
we will enter after death. The child 
is becoming a boy, the boy is becom-
ing a young man, the young man is 
becoming a middle-aged man, and 
the middle-aged man is becoming an  
old man. What is next after the old 
body? Next is tathā dehāntara-
prāptiḥ: you have to accept another 
body. This is called the chain or the 
cycle of birth and death, or the trans-
migration of the soul. This is going 
on. Nobody wants to die. Nobody 
wants to change this body. But this 
is a problem. One should know it. 
That we are changing is the first in- 
struction Kṛṣṇa gave to Arjuna. Tathā 
dehāntara-prāptiḥ. 

This is the opportunity, human 
life. If we want to stop this repetition  
of birth and death under different 
obligations and different circum-
stances, we should take instruction 
from Kṛṣṇa, try to understand Kṛṣṇa 
– that is Bhagavad-gītā – and make 
our life successful. We have come 
from God; we will go back to God 
if we simply understand Kṛṣṇa, or 
God. This is the whole instruction of 
the Bhagavad-gītā.

When Arjuna was perplexed, he 
asked, “How shall I kill the other  
side? Kṛṣṇa, I am not going to fight.” 

Kṛṣṇa was smiling. He was think-
ing, “Arjuna is my friend, and he is 
so overwhelmed with material con-
sciousness of life. He should not be 
lamenting like this.” 

After Arjuna accepted Kṛṣṇa as his 
teacher, his master, Kṛṣṇa chastised  
him.

śrī-bhagavān uvāca
    aśocyān anvaśocas tvaṁ
         prajñā-vādāṁś ca bhāṣase
    gatāsūn agatāsūṁś ca
         nānuśocanti paṇḍitāḥ

“The Supreme Personality of God-
head said: While speaking learned 
words, you are mourning for what is 
not worthy of grief. Those who are 
wise lament neither for the living nor 
for the dead.” (Gītā 2.11) “My dear 
Arjuna, you talk just like a learned 
man.” Prajñā-vādāṁs means talking 
just like a learned man. “Unfortu- 
nately, you are not a learned man be- 

ISKCON South Africa Celebrates!
Join the festivities commemorating the thirtieth anniversary of the 

opening of the Śri Śrī Rādhā-Rādhānātha Temple of Understanding and the fortieth 
anniversary of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s first visit to South Africa.

October 5–22 
Celebrating Śrīla Prabhupāda’s 40th Anniversary in South Africa

October 23–25
Śri Śrī Rādhā-Rādhānātha’s 30th Anniversary Celebrations

FOR INFORMATION:

Email: temple@iskcondurban.net
Website: www.iskcondurban.net

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DurbanKrishna
Twitter: http://twitter.com/DurbanKrishna

SoundCloud: soundcloud.com/durbankrishna
Instagram: DurbanKrishna (@durbankrishna) 

      https://instagram/durbankrishna/

mailto:temple@iskcondurban.net
http://www.iskcondurban.net/
https://www.facebook.com/DurbanKrishna
http://twitter.com/DurbanKrishna
https://instagram/durbankrishna/
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A RAINBOW NEVER ceases to  
capture my eyes and dazzle  
my mind. It inspires thoughts 

of eternity and freedom, and even of 
another world beyond it. I am part of 
the diverse spectrum of people who 
make up the Rainbow Nation, a term 
for post-apartheid South Africa sig-
nifying peace and unity. Proposals 
for creating peace and unity in South 
Africa, however, are of limited value  
if based on material, rather than tran- 
scendental, vision. Only the sun can 
create a true rainbow, and on the 
horizon of Durban I see the Śrī Śrī 
Rādhā-Rādhānātha Temple of Under- 
standing blazing like a sun, radiat-
ing spiritual knowledge to all South 

Durban’s Śrī Śrī Rādhā-Rādhānātha 
Temple of Understanding opened thirty 
years ago, after many struggles during 

South Africa’s apartheid era.

The Sun  
Behind the  
Rainbow

by Nikuñja Vilāsinī Devī Dāsī
Africans. This knowledge – of God 
and our relationship with Him – 
gives rise to spiritual freedom, to 
the end of the soul’s captivity in 
this world, to eternal life in God’s 
kingdom. The rainbow’s power to 
captivate us lies not so much in the 
colors themselves as in their har-
monious combination created by 
the sun. The sun of spiritual under-
standing can harmonize the diverse 
colors of the Rainbow Nation, creat-
ing a captivating display of unity in 
diversity in service to God.

The Temple of Understanding has  
shed its light for thirty years as if un- 
touched by time. I perceive it as a  
gigantic golden lotus opening its 

Young devotees 
chant in the 

spacious temple 
room (right) 
of ISKCON 

Durban’s 
Temple of 

Understanding 
(left).
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But looking closer, we see the pic-
ture scathed by racial discrimination 
and ethnic divide. People of different  
races, colors, and cultural back-
grounds lived under the banner of 
apartheid (“apartness” or “separate- 
ness”), the policy of racial segrega- 
tion that forced whites and nonwhites 
to live separately and inflicted unfair 
treatment on the “lesser races” of 
Africans, Indians, and Coloreds (of 

petals on a dazzling pond, or a celes-
tial aircraft that has descended and 
landed on an ordinary spot. The 
temple’s architectural perfection 
intrigues me with its fusion of tradi-
tional and modern design. Towering  
above the shimmering octagonal 
roof, gold-leaf-edged domes display 
tilaka-shaped windows that delight 
the eye and the soul. Austrian archi-
tect Rājarāma Dāsa conceived the 

design, which follows principles of  
the Vedic Śilpa-śāstra. The building’s 
very layout is meant to teach spiritu-
al truths – and to suggest stories of 
courage, determination, and hope.

The temple’s story began in the 
1970s, when South Africa, unlike the 
rest of Africa, was a land of plenty. 
Its booming economy, fertile land-
scapes, temperate climate, and rich 
heritage painted a beautiful picture. 

mixed race). Violence and bloodshed 
stained the colors of the rainbow.

Elsewhere, Śrīla Prabhupāda had 
founded his International Society for  
Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) 
in 1966. Circling the globe repeat- 
edly, he brought together people from 
many countries and ethnic and reli-
gious backgrounds, unifying them 
on the principle that as spiritual souls  
we are one in the eyes of God and 

can unite in service to Him. Śrīla 
Prabhupāda often commented that  
ISKCON was the real United 
Nations.

Śrı–la Prabhupa–da’s  
Emissaries Arrive 

Following in Śrīla Prabhupāda’s 
footsteps in creating awareness of 
universal spiritual brotherhood, a  

Śrī Śrī Rādhā-Rādhānātha 
(above), dressed in one 
of many beautiful outfits 
offered by Their devotees. 
Above left: A scene from 
one of the Rathayātrā plays, 
which never fail to delight, 
instruct, and inspire. Left: 
Murtī of Śrīla Prabhupāda 
on his vyāsāsana. 
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Nelson Mandela’s Journey with ISKCON South Africa

BHAKTI TĪRTHA SWAMI intro-
duced Nelson Mandela at the 
Śrī Śrī Rādhā-Rādhānātha Tem- 
ple’s Diwali program in 1994: 
“Here we are in the Hare Kṛṣṇa 
facility. We are a society that 
is known worldwide for having 
people of all different races, all 
different economic and social  
positions and backgrounds, and 
all different religions – Hindus, 
Muslims, Buddhists, and Chris-
tians – who worship together.  
Our founder wanted to see a 
world based on the common 
ground of applying ‘loving our 
neighbor as ourselves’ in a way 
that makes results, in a way 
that’s effective and improves 
the quality of life.” 

Bhakti Tīrtha Swami, ISK-
CON’s first African-American 
sannyāsī to travel throughout Africa propagating  
Śrīla Prabhupāda’s mission, had a friendly relation-
ship with many heads of state, including Nelson  
Mandela. 

“Not only is he about all races and tribes work-
ing together,” Bhakti Tīrtha Swami said of Mr. 
Mandela, “but also about people working together 
on religious considerations.” 

To the South African devotees, Nelson Mandela  
was someone who shared their ideal of spiritual 
oneness in a culturally diverse setting. And by his 
efforts to end apartheid, he indirectly helped the 
devotees spread Kṛṣṇa consciousness. 

Mandela recognized the Hare Kṛṣṇa movement’s  
contributions to a nonracist South Africa when he 
visited the Temple of Understanding on two occa-
sions. The first time, he bowed down to the deity  
of Śrīla Prabhupāda. He told Bhakti Caitanya Swami  
that he had wanted to positively change people’s  
lives through political means. Bhakti Caitanya Swa- 
mi told him that Śrīla Prabhupāda wanted to do 
the same thing, but through spiritual means, and 
that he was already doing that all over the world. 

Mandela became silent and then turned to Bhakti  
Caitanya Swami.

“How did he do it?” he asked.
When he heard about Śrīla Prabhupāda’s efforts 

in creating a worldwide society based on people’s 
spiritual equality, he appreciated Śrīla Prabhupāda 

and his movement even more. 
On Mandela’s second visit to  

the temple, Bhakti Tīrtha Swami  
began quoting a verse from the 
Bhagavad-gītā – and Mandela  
finished it. He said that when 
he and his colleagues were 
imprisoned on Robben Island, 
an Indian lawyer gave him a 
Bhagavad-gītā, which he read 
and discussed with his fellow  
prisoners. Clearly, he was fami- 
liar with the principles by which 
the devotees shape their lives.

In 2013 a dense sadness 
swept over South Africa when 
Madiba, as Mandela was affec-
tionately known, passed away. 
The South African devotees 
honored his saintly qualities and 
his fight for religious freedom 
and expression. Indradyumna 

Swami, in his homage to Mandela, wrote: 

Madiba, tonight I would like to address what I feel 
was your greatest quality: your ability to make 
everyone – regardless of their race, religion, or 
creed – feel welcome under your leadership. I expe-
rienced this personally when you graciously accept-
ed the Hare Kṛṣṇa movement’s invitation to be our 
special guest at the “Festival for the Children of the 
Rainbow Nation” in 1997. The long program was 
attended by 50,000 boisterous children, and after  
it was over, I was walking you back to your car,  
surrounded by many security men.

I was anxious about whether you had enjoyed 
and appreciated the event, so I turned to you and 
asked, “Mr. President, did you like the festival?”

You stopped and, taking both of my hands in 
yours, said, “Mahārāja, this was the very best day of 
my life!”

Suddenly all the anxiety and fatigue I was ex- 
periencing, all the worries and woes associated  
with organising a program of such magnitude, van- 
ished. You kept holding my hand until we reached 
your car.

As you got in, you smiled at me as if to say, 
“Well done.” 

I realized your greatness came not only from 
your ability to accomplish great political feats, but 
also in your kindness and compassion to reach out 
and touch the hearts of the private citizen, even a 
foreigner like me who was trying through spiritual  
ideology to propagate your desire for social cohesion. 

few of his disciples, headed by Kṣu- 
dhi Dāsa, arrived in South Africa in  
1972 to start the Society there. They  
were wary of the political turmoil,  
yet unafraid. Śrīla Prabhupāda had  
spoken of how his guru, Śrīla Bhakti- 
siddhānta Sarasvatī, had convinced 
him that spreading Kṛṣṇa’s message 
could not wait for India’s indepen-
dence. Prabhupāda’s example in- 
spired his missionaries to South 
Africa, but they wondered how they 
could spread Kṛṣṇa consciousness 
when they were forbidden to mix 
with nonwhites, the majority of the 
population. 

These pioneer devotees endured 
countless struggles and challenges,  
risking their lives to spread the mes- 
sage of the Bhagavad-gītā. Some 
were persecuted and imprisoned, 
others deported. Somehow they were 
able to reach out to people and win 
their favor. The Gujarati community  
provided shelter in their homes, 
shielding the devotees from the op- 

pressive government. Eventually the  
devotees had to run from the secret 
police, so they traveled from town to 
town and set up hall programs in the 
Indian districts. Still, they needed a 
base, a place from which to freely 
propagate their mission. 

Śrīla Prabhupāda had opened tem-
ples and bhakti-yoga centers in many 
parts of the world, and he hoped the 
same could be done in South Africa.  

Even though a center was eventually  
established in Yeoville, near Johannes- 
burg, Śrīla Prabhupāda envisioned 
something greater. Visiting the coun-
try in October 1975, he saw a fertile 
ground in which to plant the seeds 
of Kṛṣṇa consciousness despite the 
challenges the devotees faced.

“When Śrīla Prabhupāda visited,”  
recalls Pārtha Sārathi Dāsa Goswami,  
one of the pioneers in South Africa,  
“there was no integration of races,  
so in his lectures he strongly empha-
sized that we are not a man or a wo- 
man or black or white but we all are 

Nelson Mandela with Indradyumna 
Swami at the Festival for the Chil-
dren of the Rainbow Nation, 1997.

Flower petals fly during the 
deities’ annual Puṣpābhiṣeka 
(“flower bath”) festival.
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allowing international organizations  
into the country, fearing they would 
encourage free mixing of races. So 
the registrar refused; he said it had to  
be registered as the “Society for Krish-
na Consciousness in South Africa.” 
After Gokulendra failed to convince  
him otherwise, he remembered the 
Simply Wonderfuls (round butter-
and-powdered-milk sweets) he had 
brought, and he slipped some onto the  
registrar’s tea plate. While the haughty  
official drank his tea, he looked at 
the sweets, picked one up, and took 
a bite. As he savored the delicious 
prasāda, he turned to his secretary 
and said, “Give them their name.”

Shortly afterwards, a 120-acre 
farm in Cato Ridge became the main 
center and haven for the devotees. 
Living in the countryside ensured 
less resistance to their efforts and 
more freedom to approach the mixed 
races. Pārtha Sārathi Dāsa Goswami 
started “tent campaigns,” traveling 
with others to different areas in the 
province, setting up a tent, and invit-
ing people to an evening of spiritual  
discourses, dramas, kīrtana, and 
prasāda. These programs inspired 
many from the Indian community to  
become committed devotees. The  
devotee farm community grew, but 
still a temple closer to a city was 
needed.

eternal servants of God, and there-
fore equal. In that political climate, 
stressing equality was controversial,  
but Śrīla Prabhupāda fearlessly spoke 
about this from Bhagavad-gītā, Chap- 
ter Two, at public programs at the 
Durban City Hall, with over two 
thousand people attending, and at 
the University of Witwatersrand 
(WITS), addressing students and  
lecturers across the racial divide.”

Śrīla Prabhupāda’s disciples tried  
to boldly spread Kṛṣṇa’s message as  
their spiritual master was doing. 
Along with a few other devotees,  
Gokulendra Dāsa, the first South  
African to join ISKCON, approached 
the chief registrar in Pretoria to regis- 
ter the society as the International 
Society for Krishna Consciousness.  
The government was cautious about 

During the festi-
val of Govardhana 
Pūjā (above), dev-
otees admire the 
replica of Govar-
dhana Hill, made 
mostly of tasty 
prasāda. At left, 
Giri Govardha-
na, a sacred stone 
from Govardha-
na Hill, sits in 
His honored posi-
tion on the altar. 
At right, a retreat 
attendee learns to 
chant on beads. At 
far right, devotees 
prepare a flower  
outfit for the 
deities.
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Pārtha Sārathi Dāsa Goswami,  
originally from England, is a 
much loved devotee in South 
Africa. Maybe that’s because he 
is the only devotee since the ini-
tial days of ISKCON in South 
Africa who has braved the 
storms and never left. Or may-
be it’s because of his forty-one 
years of bringing many souls to 
Lord Kṛṣṇa. Whatever it is, he 
is still active in contributing to 
the country’s spiritual heritage 
through Kṛṣṇa consciousness. 
He now has disciples in South 
Africa, the Ukraine, and other 
parts of the world.

As a pioneer of Kṛṣṇa con-
sciousness in South Africa, 
what were some of your initial 
impressions and experiences? 

I was quite naive. I thought South Africa would be 
like the jungle described in Tarzan movies, and I was 
expecting hot weather, wild animals, and trees. So 
when I arrived in Johannesburg, which turned out to 
be a concrete jungle in the middle of a bitterly cold 
winter, I was disappointed. 

The people were generally reserved, and there 
were no friendly dealings among the races. It had a 
lot to do with government policy. Anything not “nor-
mal” was treated with suspicion. And we were young 
white boys in saffron “bed sheets,” bald heads, and 
chanting a mantra. So we were most “un-normal.” 
Even when I first went out on book distribution the 
devotees warned me not to talk to nonwhites too 
much. It wasn’t even acceptable to share a car with 
them. I had to be vigilant because at that time the 
secret police were everywhere and they were quick 

Interview with His Holiness Pa–rtha Sa–rathi Da–sa Goswami

to act on anything they believed 
to be a threat to the government.

In 1975 we were convinced 
that spies came to the Sunday  
program in the Johannesburg 
temple to find out if we were 
breaking any laws. And we be-
lieved the temple room was 
bugged, so whenever we dis-
cussed sensitive issues like trav-
eling and visa requirements, we 
would talk in the garden. In other 
words, we were paranoid, and for 
good reason, because we were 
under surveillance by the secret 
police.

The Indians, however, were 
enthusiastic to meet and inter-
act with us. They were living 
in a country that believed and 
taught that the Indians’ culture 
and beliefs were inferior. And we 

were white people embracing the Vedic culture. So they 
looked at us in awe. As Śrīla Prabhupāda had said of his 
Western “boys and girls” in India – they were his danc-
ing white elephants that all the Indians wanted to see. It 
was like that here too.

What were some of the struggles you encountered in 
a racist apartheid South Africa? Do you recall any 
incidents?

I had numerous brushes with the law while staying ille-
gally in the Indian areas, but one incident stands out. As 
I didn’t have a valid visa and passport, and had already 
been arrested for distributing books in central Durban, it 
was only a matter of time before the police would come 
looking for me. I knew that. 

I was doing the tent campaign in the suburb of Phoe-
nix. In 1978, Phoenix had a population of over a quarter 

of a million Indians, and they loved the campaign. The 
simple program of kīrtana, talk, film, drama, and raw 
peanuts for prasāda attracted over a thousand Indians 
every night. The marquee was over forty meters long  
in an open field. We borrowed electricity from the  
surrounding houses. 

Three Indian devotees and I lived in the tent and 
would ask families to kindly allow us to bathe in their 
homes. But there were the odd few who didn’t like 
us, or maybe feared us, or were suspicious of a white 
man talking about Indian culture. I heard rumors that 
some people thought I was a spy working for the apart-
heid regime, while others thought I was CIA – a rumor 
which started in India and filtered down to South 
Africa.

I clearly recall the day I heard the sirens. It was quiet,  
and I was chanting my japa when the jarring and offen-
sive sound of the siren echoed through the marquee. 
I could see the police van pull up, and I froze for an 
instant. Kṛṣṇa in my heart allowed me quick thinking.  
In an open field there was nowhere to run, so I hid 
under the stage. It was made from scaffoldings and was 
a meter and a half high and ten meters long. Fortunate-
ly we had quite a bit of stuff under there, so it was a 
good camouflage, and I was slight of frame. 

I saw two police officers emerge from their van. One 
was an Afrikaans man, and the other an Indian. They 
confronted the timid devotees about my whereabouts in 
raised, angry voices and aggressive hand gestures. The 
devotees acknowledged that I was living there but had 
gone out for the moment. The policemen were suspi-
cious and walked around to inspect the place. I had to 
bite my lip to not cry out in agony lying under the stage 
with the red ants biting me and the hard scaffolding 
pinching into my flesh, my heart thumping as the Afri-
kaans officer slowly and deliberately approached the 
stage. As if distracted by something, he walked by and 
announced that they would return.

We anticipated them coming the next day, and when 
they did, I hid in a nearby house. The family that kept 
me took an enormous risk, as they would have also 
been implicated. 

The Afrikaans officer was the station commander,  
Captain Bezuidenhout, and his right-hand man, the 
Indian officer, was Constable Jagannath. They had 
received complaints that a white man was living in the 
area and holding religious gatherings, and they had 
every intention of arresting me. 

How do I know this? Thirty years later ISKCON 
had built a large temple in the center of Phoenix. A 
gentleman and his family had started visiting our tem-
ple. They would often come to me for spiritual guid-
ance and to ask questions. In due course they became 
committed devotees and asked if I would initiate 
them. At the time of initiation, after Kṛṣṇa Līlā Dāsa 
received his new name and beads, he begged forgive-
ness for hunting me and trying to arrest me – he was 
that Constable Jagannath.

How do you see ISKCON’s role now in South  
Africa, a democratic country facing new challenges?

ISKCON’s role is always the same irrespective of the 
political climate, whether it is democracy, republican-
ism, monarchy, aristocracy, dictatorship, or apartheid. 
Kṛṣṇa consciousness is a nonsectarian, nonracial, non-
sexist philosophy and therefore for everyone. Apart-
heid did not stop the flow of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s mercy, 
and a democratic country simply means that anyone  
can go to any area and share Kṛṣṇa consciousness 
with others. We now have less resistance in bringing 
Kṛṣṇa’s message to the people, and since the dissolu-
tion of apartheid we have communities of devotees in 
areas like Soweto and Stellenbosch, which were previ-
ously reserved for only black or only white people. 

South Africa has one of the best constitutions in the 
world, and freedom of religion is our right. But South 
Africans still suffer from the effects of apartheid, and 
the only way we can have true equality is to under-
stand we are not the material body. Therefore we are 
not English, Afrikaans, Ndebele, Sepedi, Xhosa, Ven-
da, Tswana, Southern Sotho, Zulu, Swazi, SiSwati, 
Tsonga, Tamil, Hindi, or Gujarati. Rather we are spirit 
souls and the eternal servants of God, Lord Kṛṣṇa.

In the meantime, the government  
discovered that many foreign dev-
otees, routinely denied missionary 
visas or extensions on their tourist  
visas, were living illegally in the 
country. The devotees risked being 
prosecuted and deported. Tulasī Dāsa,  
the Cato Ridge temple president, 
reported this injustice to the Leader,  
an Indian newspaper. The Leader 
ran an article exposing the devotees’ 

plight, causing an uproar among the 
Indians. Mr. Rajbansi, a member of 
parliament who represented Indians, 
submitted an official plea to the gov-
ernment. But the government had to 
be cautious. It was creating a tricam-
eral parliament; although still white 
dominated, it would give a limited 
political voice to the country’s col-
ored and Indian groups. The govern-
ment withheld judgment for a year,  

and then, to gain favor with the Indi-
an community, it issued work per-
mits to the devotees. Now the foreign 
devotees’ stay was unhindered. 

Selfless Efforts  
To Build the Temple 

The need for a central base kept 
growing. Finally, in 1980, Mr. Raj- 
bansi helped the devotees procure a 

large piece of land in Chatsworth, 
on the outskirts of Durban. There a 
temple like no other in the southern  
hemisphere would be built. ISKCON’s  
Governing Body Commissioner 
(GBC) at the time, Bhagavān Dāsa,  
saw the temple as the way to con- 
vince the government that ISKCON 
had a prominent role to play in the 
country. Together with Tulasī Dāsa, 
the coordinator of the project, he 

urged the devotees to stop their 
other activities and start fund-raising. 

“We loved to speak to people  
about Kṛṣṇa and distribute Śrīla  
Prabhupāda’s books,” Rāmānuj- 
ācārya Dāsa explains, “but to build 
the temple everything had to stop, 
and some of us had to sell oil paint-
ings. We had to grow our hair and 
replace our devotional attire with 
smart Western dress. We set up shops 

to sell paintings, the main method of 
collecting funds. We also had groups 
of devotees traveling throughout 
South Africa and Namibia, soliciting 
donations and selling paintings.” 

Śrī Mūrti Devī Dāsī, one of the 
first Indian women to join at Cato 
Ridge, described the new-temple 
project as a war, so great were the 
devotees’ sacrifices. For example, 
her late husband, Śyāmalāla Dāsa, 
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was traveling in a remote part of the 
country to collect funds when his car 
went over a cliff. For days, no one 
knew where he was. But Kṛṣṇa had 
saved him.

Today, when I look at the gold-
rimmed tilaka windows on the domes, 
I see the devotees’ faith and devotion  
reflected in them. Tilaka, the mark-
ings on a Vaiṣṇava’s body, symbol-
ize victory by the Lord’s protection. 
The devotees trusted Kṛṣṇa’s protec-
tion and knew their success depend-
ed on Him. But the tests didn’t end. 
Money was scarce and living con-
ditions austere. The devotees didn’t 
give up. They formed their own con-

struction company, and with much 
effort a temple started to emerge.

Nandakumāra Dāsa, one of the 
first presidents of the Temple of 
Understanding, recalls, “The gold 
leafing of the tilaka windows and of  
the base of the spires took place ear-
ly in the morning when it was still 
dark and there was no wind. The gold  
leaf was thinner than paper, and 
there had to be no wind so that it 
could not fly away or get spoilt 
whilst we tried to ‘paint’ it on. We 
were thirteen floors up on scaffold- 
ing, without any safety measures in  
place. It was quite daunting and 
scary, as we had to use both hands 

while trying to balance on the metal 
piping that made up the scaffolding.”

The devotees spent days focusing  
on the task, and the tilaka on the 
domes began to shine. 

“During the initial part of the con- 
struction, there was a drought,” says 
Rāmānujācārya Dāsa, speaking of  
how Kṛṣṇa responded to their efforts. 
“No rain meant the construction  
could go on unimpeded. Also, the 
water meter broke, which reduced our 
costs for the tons of water we were 
using for the construction. No doubt 
Kṛṣṇa was helping us.”

The devotees were soon to see 
the Lord for whom they had made 

Śrīla Prabhupāda 
at the Johannes-

burg temple in 
1975 (above). 

Top right, pūjārīs 
perform worship 
of Govardhana-
śilās before the  

Govardhana-pūjā 
festival. Above 

center: A devotee 
cooks for the 

deities. At right, 
the late Śyāmalāla 

Dāsa was a 
major fundraiser 

for the temple 
construction. 
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ŚRĪLA Prabhupāda was so en- 
couraged by the devotees’ ef- 
forts and perseverance in South 
Africa that he wrote in the  
Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam (10.13.60):

Translation: Vṛndāvana is the 
transcendental abode of the 
Lord, where there is no hun-
ger, anger, or thirst. Though 
naturally inimical, both human 
beings and fierce animals live 
there together in transcendental  
friendship.
Purport: In the material world 
one may collect funds all over  
the world in order to distribute  
food freely, yet those to whom the food is given 
may not even feel appreciative. The value of Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness, however, will gradually be very 
much appreciated. For instance, in an article about 
the temple of the Hare Kṛṣṇa movement in Durban, 
South Africa, the Durban Post reported, “All the 
devotees here are very active in the service of Lord 
Kṛṣṇa, and the results are obvious to see: happiness,  
good health, peace of mind, and the development  
of all good qualities.” This is the nature of Vṛndā- 
vana. Harāv abhaktasya kuto mahad-guṇāḥ: with-
out Kṛṣṇa consciousness, happiness is impossible; 
one may struggle, but one cannot have happiness. 
We are therefore trying to give human society the 
opportunity for a life of happiness, good health, 
peace of mind, and all good qualities through God 
consciousness.

Śrīla Prabhupāda would often express that the 
Vrindavan mood would pervade the world through 
the spreading of God consciousness. Wherever 
there are centers broadcasting Kṛṣṇa’s glories, 
Vrindavan, the spiritual world, will be present. 

In South Africa, over the past forty-three years 
Kṛṣṇa’s message has been gradually received and 
appreciated, culminating in fifteen centers and tem-
ples in Durban, Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, Lena-
sia, Pretoria, Bloemfontein, Stellenbosch, Midrand, 
Sandton, Soweto, Mpumalanga, Ladysmith,  
Newcastle, Pietermaritzburg, and Phoenix. 

The Phoenix temple, located on the outskirts of  

Durban, is the 
second-largest 
temple in South 
Africa. 

It sprouted  
from the Śrī 
Śrī Rādhā-
Rādhānātha tem-
ple, with many 

devotees having their roots there. It is named New 
Jagannātha Puri, and the presiding deities are Lord 
Jagannātha, Lord Baladeva, and Subhadrā Devī.

The centers throughout South Africa host numer- 
ous colorful festivals, university and outreach pro-
grams, street chanting, prasāda and book distribu- 
tion, workshops and seminars on the Vedic perspec-
tive, and an array of other devotional activities. The 
number of attendees to the various programs is on 
the rise, making Śrīla Prabhupāda’s words stand true.

Śrīla Prabhupāda envisioned a Rainbow Nation  
for South Africa way back then. Recently, Brahmā- 
nanda Dāsa, the earliest pioneer of Kṛṣṇa conscious- 
ness in Africa, told of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s final 
instructions to him about his efforts in Africa. 

“Śrīla Prabhupāda said, ‘This is what I want in 
Africa.’ And he said, ‘In South Africa, I want the 
Europeans, Indians, and Africans dancing together.’  
That’s all he said. I mean, can you imagine? 
[Brahmānanda starts to cry.] This is Prabhupāda.”

Vrindavan Spreads to South Africa

difficult sacrifices. Śrī Śrī Rādhā-
Rādhānātha, forty-two-inch marble 
deities of Rādhā and Kṛṣṇa, arrived 
in South Africa from Jaipur, India. 
The late Bimala Prasāda Dāsa, the 
head pūjārī, had overseen the sculpt-
ing, arranged the safe transport of 

of material life, and entering another 
realm. But when they entered, they 
felt the transition. The air was thick 
with a spiritual presence. Everyone 
was mesmerized by the octagonal 
temple floor covered in cream-colored  
marble, the hundreds of mirrors 
adorning pictures of Kṛṣṇa’s pastimes,  
the dazzling chandeliers hanging be- 

low eight panels of three-meter-long 
Kṛṣṇa paintings, and the thousands 
of lights that lit up the floral designs 
and intricate artwork. Mādhavendra 
Purī Dāsa, the interior designer, used 
materials from all over the world to 
create the stunning effect.

Standing amid this artistic splen-
dor, the devotees focused their eyes 

on the altar. There, on large lotus-
shaped bases, stood the charming 
forms of Śrī Śrī Rādha-Rādhānātha 
and Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu. Add-
ing to the devotees’ excitement was  
the news that a sacred thread on  
Lord Rādhānātha’s body had revealed 
itself. Surely this was a sign of His 
pleasure and His reciprocation with 

the deities, and dealt with customs 
and other complications.

The Installation: October 1985 

Finally, the day arrived for the grand 
installation, and 1985 summoned a 

new hope for the Rainbow Nation 
when thousands of people thronged 
to the two-day event. The visitors 
flooding through the entrance gate, 
crossing the bridge, and entering the 
temple didn’t know they were leav-
ing the Iron Age, crossing the bridge 

ISKCON Phoenix temple and deities.

A young devotee releases a prayer 
lantern at the lantern festival held during 

the temple’s annual youth retreat. 
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Kṛṣṇa consciousness all these differ- 
ent people can live together and en- 
gage in devotional service happily,  
without worrying about the differences.  
In this way ISKCON in South Africa  
is a wonderful display of unity in 
diversity.”

The Śrī Śrī Rādhā-Rādhānātha 
Temple of Understanding continues 
to help unify the colors of the Rain-
bow Nation. Even though Indians 
predominate at the temple, its activ-
ities touch people of all races. Dev-
otees go out into the streets to share 

Bhakti Caitanya Swami, a pioneer 
in ISKCON’s development in South 
Africa and now one of the two GBC 
representatives for the country. “In 
1988, when I was regional secretary 
for Gauteng and temple president of 
the Muldersdrift/Johannesburg tem-
ple, we were prosecuted for allow-
ing nonwhites to live in the temple 
or attend programs there. We had 
to stop nonwhites from coming, or 
face fines for each day we allowed 
them to come. Fortunately, the idea 
of the racial laws being dropped was 

becoming more and more accepted. 
None of the law authorities showed 
up for the hearing, and the whole 
matter was dropped.”

Today, racial prejudice is not the 
challenge it was then.

“South Africa is an extraordinary  
country, in which there is great diver- 
sity amongst the people,” Bhakti Cai- 
tanya Swami continues. “Not only 
are there black African people, white 
people, Indian people, and colored 
people, but even within each group 
there is great diversity. Through 

Kīrtana draws a crowd to a 
Rathayātrā festival stage (below), 
while a kīrtana inside a festival tent 
(“Bhakti Cloud”) for youth sends a 
dancer swirling (left). Below left, a 
devotee teaches a Hare Kṛṣṇa tune 
on the harmonium.

the devotees for their efforts. 
At the opening ceremony, guests 

and devotees from around the world 
listened to talks by leaders of the 
movement and the country. The speak- 
ers assured the audience that Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness would now spiral to 
new heights in South Africa.

Better Times, But  
Challenges Remain 

“Apartheid continued for some years 
after we opened the temple,” says 
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those who submitted photos and 
information. Thanks to Riddha 
Dāsa for his book Mission in Ser-
vice to His Divine Grace, which 
provided the historical timeline  
and some of the initial historical  
information. A special thanks 
to Rāsa-sthalī Devī Dāsī for her 
encouragement and support. She 
edited the interview, coordinated  
photos, and helped in gathering 
information and communicating 
with devotees.

Kṛṣṇa’s message with anyone inter-
ested to hear it. Busloads of school-
children and other tour groups from 
all ethnic and religious backgrounds 
enjoy temple tours, and many of 
the guests – especially the children 
– respond loudly to the chanting of 
Kṛṣṇa’s holy names. Tribal groups 
in traditional costumes have chanted 
and danced before the deities.  

The temple has given prominence 
to the province by winning the Kwa-
Zulu Natal Landmark Tourist award 
for 2013, but those who worked to 
build the temple see its real value. 
As the devotees celebrate its thirtieth  
anniversary and the fortieth anniver- 
sary of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s visit, the  
resplendent temple continues to radi- 
ate the same message at the dawn of  
new struggles in the Rainbow Nation.  
Political instability, the increase of 
crime, and other crises in the coun-
try show that our internal enemies – 
lust, greed, anger, pride, selfishness, 
and envy – must be eliminated. Only  

spiritual understanding and practices  
will conquer these treacherous ene-
mies, the roots of the evils of society.  
Fortunately, the Lord’s holy names 
resonate from the Śrī Śrī Rādhā-
Rādhānātha Temple of Understand-
ing, purifying the atmosphere and 
the hearts of those who hear it. With 
God in the center, a bright rainbow 
shall paint the sky.

Nikuñja Vilāsinī Devī Dāsī, a disci- 
ple of His Holiness Girirāja Swami, 
lives with her husband and two chil-
dren in Durban. She writes for Hare 
Krishna News (a local publication), 
and is writing books for children 
and young adults, which she plans to 
publish.   

The author offers thanks to Svarūpa 
Dāmodara Dāsa (former temple 
president), who gave advice and 
ideas for the articles, to his wife 
Sukumārī Devī Dāsī, who tran-
scribed the interview, and to all 

The presiding deities (right): Śrī Śrī Rādhā-
Rādhānātha, with Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu and Giri 
Govardhana. Guests attending a retreat get their first 
look at the gorgeous temple ceiling (below). Opposite 

page, bottom: Rādhā-Kṛṣṇa in the center of the 
ceiling, and one of the ornate temple lights.
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I SEE HIS MANE of bobbing dread- 
locks. Over one shoulder hangs 
a backpack with a button that 

reads “Proudly South African.” A 
giant psychology textbook tucked 
under his arm, he approaches the 
Westville campus hangout. I whip 
out a flyer, compelling him to stop.

“Dreadlocks” glances over the 
words “Mantra Meditation” and 
“Free Vegetarian Feast.” His eyes 
come alive. A bright white smile 
illuminates his dark skin. 

I remember why I’m standing  
here in the cold drizzle, enduring blar- 
ing music under harsh neon lights. 
It is this simple act of sharing with 
another human being an opportunity 
to connect to Kṛṣṇa.

After looking at my watch, I 
quicken my pace and head off to the 
Bhakti Yoga Society (BYS) program 
we’re holding in the same building  
where Śrīla Prabhupāda lectured 
forty years ago. He recognized the 
potential for reaching out to students,  
who were young and intelligent and  

therefore most likely to appreciate  
his gift. More than building a temple  
in Durban or celebrating a Ratha- 
yātrā festival, he stressed spiritual 
education at universities. 

Westville campus was Durban’s 
designated Indian university during 
apartheid. After Śrīla Prabhupāda’s 
visit, his followers worked diligent-
ly to maintain regular programs at 
BYS, the campus wing of the Hare 
Kṛṣṇa movement. Pārtha Sārathi 
Dāsa Goswami recalls how during 
the late seventies he alone or with a 
few other devotees hosted the pro-
gram, armed with only a video pro-
jector and oatmeal cookies. Even so, 
more than a hundred students attend-
ed. Visiting “White universities” 
was risky; the students in general 
were unwelcoming, and some yelled 
offensively or even threatened the 
devotees. And an African university 
was practically unheard of. 

I reach the room. There is Mdu, 
one of our regulars who comes from  
an African family and practically 

Sprouting 
Bhakti 

On Campus
South Africa is ready for Kṛṣṇa consciousness, 

with BYS students leading the way.

by Rukmiṇī Devī Dāsī

On the temple 
grounds (above), 
university students 
gather for the 
realization session 
at the annual youth 
retreat, organized 
by the Bhakti Yoga 
Society (BYS). At 
left, Vraja Kṛṣṇa 
Dāsa, a visiting 
brahmacārī, gives an 
introductory talk to 
students attending 
the retreat.
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grew up in a church. Next to him is 
Tae-Hun Lee, a post-doctorate math-
ematician from South Korea with a 
natural inclination to serve humani-
ty. Revaan is an engineering gradu- 
ate trying to understand the roots of 
his Indian culture. Next to him is 
Claire Burke, an astronomer from 
the UK. Joe and Jack, two blind Afri- 
can students, enter. They had the Hare  
Kṛṣṇa mantra typed out in Braille, 
and they love to learn Bhagavad-
gītā verses by ear. Thobile leads 
them into the room. She is crazy 
about kīrtana and starts the chanting 
with her rich, soulful voice. 

I get a text message from David 
and Luke, two white undergraduates  
who love yoga: “Caught in yet 
another physics quiz. Going to miss 
the program.” 

The colorful mixture of cultures  
in the room reminds me of the risks  
taken by the pioneer devotees and 
the blood and sweat of all those suc- 
ceeding them. Now students bear 
fewer scars of oppression, and pro- 
grams are multiracial. Śrīla Prabhu- 
pāda’s gift is for everyone.

BYS operates on five campuses  
in Durban, a total of eight programs  
a week. Each session includes kīr- 
tana, a topical discussion, and 
prasāda. Some programs are option-

al classes within the academic time-
table. Others are later in the day  
and cater to residential students. 
Second-level sessions are tailored 
to students who want to adopt seri-
ous spiritual practices. BYS teams 
up with Food For Life to host a free 
lunch once a week at different cam-
puses. Over the years, BYS has held 
a variety of campus festivals, deliv-
ering Kṛṣṇa consciousness through 
meditation, hip hop, poetry, and 
food art. Once a month students vis-
it our Temple of Understanding in 
Chatsworth. 

Durban is not the only hotspot; 
South Africa is buzzing with soul-
searching students. Fast-paced 
Gauteng is home to four major uni-
versities, all with active BYSs that 
also offer hatha yoga sessions and 
the much adored “Evenings of Kir-
tana.” At the University of Witwa-
tersrand (WITS), BYS received an 
award for Most Outstanding Society 
in 2014 by Public Protector Advo-
cate Tuli Madonsela. WITS BYS 
hosts an annual “Spring Fest,” which 
through exhibitions and campus 
parades promotes spiritual culture. 
And the fruits are clearly visible. 
Five young WITS graduates are 
serving in leadership positions in 
ISKCON South Africa.
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Kīrtanas 
around the 
campfire are 
a popular 
feature of 
the four-day 
retreat.



SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2015  •   BACK TO GODHEAD   35        34  BACK TO GODHEAD   •  SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2015 

a meticulous syllabus, meditation 
seminars, and student wellness pro-
grams, devotees are carefully water-
ing the sprouts of devotion. They 
operate from a house in which stu-
dents can rent rooms and benefit  
from daily spiritual practice and pra- 
sāda with devotees. Last year marked  
their first “Buddhafest: Celebrating 
Awakening,” which attracted stu-
dents with a taste for meditation and 
thought-provoking entertainment. 
Students in Stellenbosch have shown 
rapid and steady progress. A group 
of twelve serious practitioners vis-
ited holy places in India during the 
campus break in 2014. 

Speaking to the Heart 

It’s discussion time at BYS.
“Life doesn’t really make sense, 

does it?” I ask. “The equation 
doesn’t balance. We are born. Soon 
it’s all about getting an education. 
We hunt for a job, create a family, 
and die. What is the point of it all? 
Shouldn’t we ask why?”

Looking straight at me, Dread-
locks doesn’t flinch. 

“We are driven by the taste of 
happiness. It is what we want most, 
right? Yet even those who have all 
the things we want can’t shrug off 
the feeling of being unsatisfied. Is 
it surprising that happiness slips 
through our fingers? How can we be 
happy if we are not even sure who 
we are? It seems like you’re an Afri-
can man and I’m an Indian woman. 

BBT Africa at Work
by Mukundāṅghri Dāsa

AFRICA IS “young and growing,” 
the Economist magazine says. 
With its abundant mineral re- 
sources, growing population, 
swelling market, and emerging 
workforce, Africa is a dormant 
giant waiting to rise. 

But the significance of the 
ascent of material prospects for 
Africa can never compare with 
the significance of the rise of 
Kṛṣṇa consciousness on the con-
tinent. The moon of spiritual 
knowledge in Śrīla Prabhupāda’s 
books eclipses all other prospects 
no matter how effulgent they 
seem.

 His books are a gateway to 
understanding the self and to the 
treasure of love of God. 

The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust 
Africa (BBT Africa) was estab-
lished in February 2010 to present 
Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books to the 
people of Africa. It has published 
books in English, French, Swa-
hili, Zulu, Xhosa, Setswana,  
Afrikaans, and Mauritian Creole. 

It has produced fourteen trans-
lations of various books in six 
languages, with another eight 
books in the pipeline, including 
translations in Amharic, Sotho, 
and Chichewa. 

BBT Africa’s head office is in 
Johannesburg, and it has ambas-
sadors in Ghana, Togo, Kenya, 
Malawi, Botswana, Nigeria, Mau-
ritius, Ivory Coast, and the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo.

Other Projects

Together with this established 
method of outreach, BBT Afri-
ca has embarked on forays into 
academic discourse and social 
transformation. 

The Annual Bhaktivedanta  
Swami Lecture is BBT Africa’s  
hallmark event. Since 2013, BBT 
Africa has staged an academic  

lecture at the University of  
Witwatersrand to profile Śrīla 
Prabhupāda’s life and teachings.  
Speakers discuss global issues 
from the vantage of Vedic 
knowledge. 

To effect social transforma- 
tion, BBT Africa strives to in- 
crease access to Śrīla Prabhu- 
pāda’s books. Every year the 
Shastra-Dana program places  
hundreds of books in libraries  
across the continent. Prisons, 
schools, hospitals, and universi-
ties have all been touched by this 
wave of distribution.

The Annual BBT Africa Con-
ference aims to inspire greater  
efforts in book distribution. For 
five years, temple leaders and 
book distributors have met to 
evaluate the progress of book 
distribution in Africa. 

The African Audience

Africa boasts more than 2,100 
languages, and its cultures are 
just as diverse. This poses a 
challenge for BBT Africa: What 
languages are to be tackled first? 
What reach will they have? Are 
the books sensitive to cultural  
sentiment yet still true to the 

author’s intent? To answer these 
questions and others requires a 
careful understanding of the  
African audience.

Africans have an appetite for 
the teachings of Vedic culture. 
While deeply entrenched cultural  
norms make them somewhat  
conservative, they usually re-
spond to the books and other 
outreach activities with joy and 
open-mindedness. Africans from  
different cultural and religious 
backgrounds appreciate the non-
sectarian spiritual message in 
Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books.

A Mainstream Publisher

BBT Africa is an official member  
of the Publishing Association of 
South Africa. In the publishing 
industry, PASA membership gives  
BBT recognition for its unique 
position as the world’s largest 
publisher of Vedic literature. And 
that recognition opens doors to 
new markets, and thus to souls 
yet to read the message of Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness.

Mukundāṅghri Dāsa is BBT 
Africa’s manager for strategy 
and innovation.

On the Way to Kṛṣṇa
(Mauritian Creole)

Beyond Birth and Death
(Sotho)

A Natural Attraction 

Dreadlocks walks in during the kīr- 
tana. His hands find the jembe drum 
like a long-lost cousin. He catches 
sight of the pull-up banner with the  
Hare Kṛṣṇa mantra, and it doesn’t 
take long for him to connect the 
dots. He begins miming the words. 
The African people are gifted with 
rhythm and beat in their blood. Sim-
ply share the holy name with them, 
and it becomes as natural as breath-
ing. Watching him, I remember “By  
once chanting the holy name of the 

Lord one can be freed from the reac-
tions of more sins than he can even 
imagine performing.” (Prema-vivarta)  
How powerful is the act of sharing! 
A simple flyer, a smile, and now the 
holy name transforms another life.

Not all campuses have been spir-
itually fertile. In the eighties Indra-
dyumna Swami and Bhakti Bṛṅga 
Govinda Swami visited Stellenbosch 
University, in the Western Cape, 
without much success. In the last 
ten years, however, student outreach 
at Stellenbosch has planted seeds 
that have grown roots. By offering 

The retreats’ classes 
on Kṛṣṇa-focused art 

and cooking help to 
nurture devotion in 

the students.
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Yet don’t we feel the same pain?”
He nods. His eyes show he has 

seen suffering.
It’s the basics. Yet it always shocks 

me how Śrīla Prabhupāda’s simplest 
teachings can strike the core of any 
human being.

During his first strawberry-halava  
experience, Dreadlocks notices a 
book lying on a table nearby. It is 
the latest publication of the Africa 
branch of the Bhaktivedanta Book 
Trust (BBT) in the Zulu language. I 
see his surprise.

“In Zulu?” he asks, flipping 
through the pages. 

“If you talk to a man in a lan-
guage he understands, that goes to 
his head. If you talk to man in his 
language, it goes to his heart.”  
[Nelson Mandela]

I say a silent thank you to Kṛṣṇa 
for BBT Africa. 

Printing books in local languag-
es has spurred book distribution in 
South Africa. Devotees are adapting  
fresh ideas like self-serve smart box-
es that allow people to choose a 

book and leave the cash in a secure 
compartment. The thirty-seven 
smart boxes in Durban alone sold 
750 books in four months. Exclu-
sive Books, a leading bookseller in 
South Africa, stocks selected books 
by Śrīla Prabhupāda in eighty per-
cent of its Durban stores. Tradition-
al methods like door-to-door sales 
and traveling parties still form the 
core of book distribution. During the 
December Book Marathon, some 
students fill their backpacks with 
books and meet people on the street. 
Others choose a creative route: in 
2013 a contemporary short drama 
called “Hip-Hop Gita” helped dis-
tribute five hundred Bhagavad-gītās. 
Book sponsorships by donors allow 
devotees to offer books to students 
at discounted rates. In 2014 the 
number of books distributed in Dur-
ban increased by thirty-three percent 
over the previous year.

I find out that Dreadlocks is For-
tune Ndlovu. He is from Ladysmith, 
a rural town in northern KwaZulu- 
Natal, and is staying on campus. I 

invite him to the national student 
retreat to be held in July at the Tem-
ple of Understanding. Sixty students 
from all over South Africa will con-
verge for the four-day winter retreat, 
and only a few slots remain. 

July arrives, and the retreat focus-
es on the theme “My Spiritual Jour-
ney.” A cooking course equips 
students with vegetarian survival 
skills. Interactive group projects cul-
minate in artistic presentations. Eve-
nings are spent around a campfire, 
with kīrtanas and dramatic stories 
from the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam. On 
the last day, the women sport col-
orful saris and decorated faces, the 
men appear in dhotis. They head out 
onto the city promenade for a beach 
kīrtana. 

Fortune is there, chanting, dancing, 
and having the time of his life.

Rukmiṇī Devī Dāsī is a disciple of 
Kadamba Kānana Swami. She has 
a master’s degree in chemical engi-
neering and serves full time at  
ISKCON Durban, overseeing BYS. 

Newcomer Fortune 
Ndlovu plays the 
traditional jembe 
drum (this page) 
during a kīrtana 

outing on the Durban 
beach promenade.
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I HAVE JUST returned home after 
a festival at the temple and still  
feel the positive energy, warmth, 

and love shared among many friends  
who have now become more like 
family. As I entered the temple this  
evening, the sound of the conch shell 
resonated and an emphatic melody 
of devotional song permeated the air 

by Kṛśāṅgī Rādhe Devī Dāsī

A close-up look at three of the temple’s thirty-two departments.

Pillars of 
ISKCON Durban

as the altar opened for the ārati. The 
temple was packed, and the many 
friends around me clapped their 
hands, danced, and sang in glorifica-
tion of Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu.  
Under the dim temple lights, all 
focus was on the magnificent dei-
ties of Śrī Śrī Rādhā-Rādhānātha. A 
mood of devotion and a spirit of  

3
togetherness pervaded the atmosphere. 

I was fortunate to be raised in 
Kṛṣṇa consciousness. My parents 
were Hare Kṛṣṇa devotees from be- 
fore the opening of the Śrī Śrī Rādhā-
Rādhānātha temple, and I have nev-
er missed a Rathayātrā festival or a 
major festival at the temple. I there-
fore feel a close connection to the 
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Durban’s annual Rathayātrā 
festival, held Easter weekend 

on the city’s Golden Mile, 
includes both a daytime and a 

nighttime chariot parade.
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congregation, the driving force 
behind the temple’s operations.

Although ISKCON Durban has 
over thirty departments, I feel a spe-
cial connection to three pillars of the 
temple: congregational development, 
the Rathayātrā festival, and the Food 
For Life initiative. It’s easy to iden-
tify a connection between the three: 
the temple’s emphasis on growing 
and nurturing the congregation has 
produced an inspired congregation 
whose spirit of service spearheads 
outreach programs like Rathayātrā 
and Food For Life. 

These three departments have 
combined to become a powerhouse 
that makes ISKCON Durban an 
effective spiritual organization. Let’s 
take a look at each one.

Congregational Development 

The Śrī Śrī Rādhā-Rādhānātha tem-
ple is the flagship ISKCON temple 
in South Africa. In the KwaZulu- 
Natal province, where Durban is 
located, there are over six hundred 
initiated devotees and thousands 

ment, and forging of relationships 
with like-minded people. The get-
togethers mirror the Sunday Love 
Feast, but have a more interactive 
and relaxed flavor. The aim of the 
Nāma-haṭṭa program is to provide 
knowledge of God from the authen-
tic Vedic scriptures and give people, 
especially from the Hindu commu-
nity, the satisfaction of eradicating 
doubts and misconceptions. They 

of Kṛṣṇa conscious followers who 
practice devotion at home. Many of 
these devotees form an integral part 
of the operations and sustainability 
of the temple. Seventy percent of the 
temple management team consists 
of congregation devotees, and many 
nonresident devotees perform other 
temple services as well. An impor-
tant vision of the management team 
is for the temple to be felt an exten-

sion of the home, and the home an 
extension of the temple. With this 
mood the members of the congre-
gation come together in service and 
friendship.

Saṅga (association) is pivotal in 
the development of the temple com-
munity. Sunday Love Feasts at the 
temple are always special. Devotees 
and first-time visitors converge to 
participate in bhajanas, observe the 

ārati ceremony of Their Lordships 
Śrī Śrī Rādhā-Rādhānātha, acquire 
understanding of Vedic scriptures, 
and enjoy delicious, purifying 
prasāda. Over five hundred people 
attend these weekly programs. 

Through interaction at the Sunday 
program, festivals commemorating  
special holy days, and regular group 
meetings, devotees are offered a 
platform to form friendships. In  

KwaZulu-Natal there are thirty  
groups known as Nāma-haṭṭas 
(“marketplaces of the holy name”). 
These weekly evening programs are 
hosted in various geographical areas, 
and many devotees look forward to 
them as the highlight of their week. 

The groups range from twenty to 
eighty devotees. The size and nature 
of the Nāma-haṭṭas allow for per-
sonal association, spiritual nourish-

Devotees 
and guests 
gather for 

the start of 
the daytime 

parade 
(above). 
Colorful 

powder fills 
the air (right) 

during the 
festival’s 

“Rainbow 
Splash.”
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see the philosophy in action when 
they chant Kṛṣṇa’s names together 
and dance in bliss.

The Nāma-haṭṭa programs also 
serve to accommodate those curious 
about the Vedas but unable to visit  
the temple. The regular program 
attendees invite friends and neigh-
bors to join in, so by sharing love 
and goodwill within the community 
there is a constant cycle of receiving 
and giving Kṛṣṇa consciousness.

A strong culture of service exists 
within the congregation, its members  
serving in all thirty-two departments  
of the temple and managing a few 
by themselves. The deity worship 
department, an important focus of 
the temple, is supported by the con-
gregation’s commitment to high 
standards of worship. It is always a 
pleasure to see a team of eager dev-
otees enjoying each other’s company 

million guests. Although the temple 
celebrates more than forty festivals 
a year, the Rathayātrā ranks high on 
the temple calendar of events.

It all began in 1981 on Durban’s  
North Coast, when for the first time 
onlookers witnessed the exotic 
ancient festival. Thereafter devotees  
focused on building the temple, and 
the Rathayātrā festival was postponed.  
Three years after the opening of the 
Temple of Understanding, they again 
promoted culture and peace through 
the chariot festival.  

while offering service to the temple. 
The true spirit of the congregation 
comes alive during major festivals, 
when members enthusiastically band 
together as strategic and operational 
managers. 

Seminars presented by dozens 
of visiting gurus to South Africa 
throughout the year further advance 
the association, knowledge, and spir-
it of service. The congregation great-
ly supports the kīrtana evenings, the  
seminars on Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books,  
the workshops, and the retreats. Dur- 
ban is the home of the Bhaktivedanta  
College of Education and Culture, 
so devotees are privileged to regis-
ter for systematic understanding of 
Vedic scripture. The College offers 
formal, accredited study programs.

In a remarkable synergy, the con-
gregation reflects the temple, and the 
temple shapes the congregation. The 

members of the congregation are 
actively involved in the temple and 
spare no effort in forging ahead to 
present Kṛṣṇa consciousness in inno-
vative and exciting ways within the 
greater community.

Rathaya–tra–: The  
Festival of Chariots 

Women in brightly colored saris 
dance to the beats of traditional  
musical instruments, and flags 
marked with Lord Jagannātha’s face 
sway swiftly in the warm air as three 
beautiful flower-decorated chariots 
glide along Durban’s promenade. 
Scottish bagpipers, African gum-
boot dancers, and Indian classical 
dancers escort the chariots along the 
route. For twenty-seven years ISK-
CON Durban has hosted a multicul-
tural event that attracts over half a 

Under Indradyumna Swami’s leader- 
ship, the chariots of Lord Jagannātha,  
Lord Baladeva, and Subhadrā Devī 
once again took to Durban’s streets. 
At the peak of the apartheid regime, 
during the Christmas period in 1988, 
throngs of eager participants and 
tourists gathered to behold the much 
publicized event. Even before the 
demise of apartheid, the Rathayātrā 
festival broke racial barriers, as the 
mayor of Durban granted ISKCON 
permission to host an all-inclusive 
event on prominent beachfront land.

Since then, the festival has grown 
in magnitude and exciting features 
have been added. The four-day event 
is held over the Easter weekend on 
Durban’s Golden Mile, a holiday 
hub for international tourists and 
visitors from other cities in South 
Africa. The climate is ideal for 
enjoying the surf, and the seashore 

The temple’s forty-plus 
annual festivals provide 
plenty of opportunity for 
joyful kīrtanas (left). Below, 
children concentrate on 
their Kṛṣṇa conscious art 
while their parents are 
engaged elsewhere. At 
bottom, the author addresses 
women at a “Women’s Day” 
program at the temple.
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festival attracts those enjoying the 
holiday spirit. 

Rathayātrā 2013 stands out for 
having gained support and recogni-
tion from the local government. The 
slogan “Culturally Many, Spiritually  
One” attracted people from all racial  
backgrounds to experience Kṛṣṇa con- 
sciousness in a unique way through 
interfaith discussions, yoga, and rock  
bands. During the “Rainbow Splash,”  
guests splattered colored powder on 
each other in keeping with the festi- 
val theme. For the first time, the 
Philharmonic Orchestra (famous in 
South Africa) played Hare Kṛṣṇa 
tunes and the KwaMashu choir sang 
the Hare Kṛṣṇa mahā-mantra. 

The carnival atmosphere contin- 
ues every year, as the festival grounds 
are turned into a kaleidoscope of color 
and flavor. Imagine walking through  
a decorative coliseum of fifty-two 
tents. The vegetarian food stalls offer  
tantalizing Eastern and Western treats.  
A Vedic village provides fun activi-
ties to stimulate the children’s spiri-
tual enquiry. The main cultural arena 
is a large tent that hosts a twelve-hour  
nonstop cultural show. Daily at the 
temple, cooks prepare a hundred large  
pots of prasāda on open wood fires 
to be transported in insulated trucks 
to the festival grounds, where free 
meals are served throughout the day.

The three majestic chariots take 
to the streets twice during the festi- 
val. Even hotel guests curiously peer- 
ing through windows are inspired 
to pull on the chariots’ ropes and 
sing and dance. The evening parade 
lights up the night sky as the fifteen-
meter-high chariots are enveloped 
with lights. 

By creating a united platform to 
worship God, the Festival of Chari-
ots spreads a message of peace and 
goodwill to the people of South 
Africa. When South African society  
was indoctrinated to see differences,  
the festival was a stimulant to see 
that we are all children of God. On 
this platform lies abundant peace 
and happiness.

Food for Life 

Eager children run out of their homes  
with cups and bowls as they hear the 
chanting of the mahā-mantra. Tiny 
feet race to the finish line, eager to 
be first in queue to receive a warm 
plate of wholesome sanctified veg-
etarian food. Food For Life, in affili-

ation with ISKCON South Africa, 
distributes over ten thousand meals a 
day across South Africa. This is due 
to the efforts of twenty-one teams. 
Food For Life delivers prasāda 
meals not only to the needy, but 
also to 250,000 guests at the annual 
Rathayātrā festival. 

In 1997, Kapiladeva Dāsa, who 
started the Food For Life project in 
Durban, was instrumental in provid-
ing meals for 50,000 schoolchildren 
in a massive Food For Life initiative 
– the Festival of the Children of the 
Rainbow Nation, attended by former  
president Nelson Mandela and a high- 

light in the history of Food For Life 
in South Africa.

A large percentage of South Afri- 
can government schools serve children  
at the lower end of the socio-economic  
scale. Food For Life embarked on 
an outreach project to feed these 
children. The devotees also deliver 
prasāda to children who are physi-
cally or mentally challenged and 
attend special-needs institutions. The 
school staff and the students wel-
come these visits to their campuses 
with big smiles and open hearts.

Food For Life has 195 volunteers  
across South Africa. Although many 

have family and work commitments, 
they sacrifice to offer this loving, 
compassionate service. Lakṣmīnātha 
Dāsa, who has been involved in Food  
For Life for the past twenty years, 
recently attained the milestone of 
having served over ten million plates 
of prasāda during this period.

“The most attractive thing,” Lakṣmī- 
nātha says, “is to see the smiles and 
joy on the faces of children when 
we distribute prasāda in the rural 
areas.” 

Raised as one of eight children in 
a home without a stable income, he 
understands hardship. 

“During the 1960s we experienced  
poverty,” he says. “Nobody was 
working, and basic needs were hard 
to come by. I therefore identify with 
families who look forward to a meal 
from Food For Life.”

In Durban, Food For Life is on  
the mayor’s hotline for disaster-relief 
meal distribution. The team also 
works closely with the South African  
Red Cross Society and other  
community-action groups. A vision 
of the team is to be among South 
Africa’s largest charitable organiza-
tions, focusing on nutrition for the 
body and the soul. 

Twenty-one teams of devotees are in- 
volved in Food for Life throughout  

South Africa. Right and below: De- 
votees provide a nutricious prasāda  

meal to Durban-area schoolchildren.
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tive will help create a cumulative 
change of consciousness in all walks 
of South African society. 

 
Kṛśāṅgī Rādhe Devī Dāsi, a disciple  
of Indradyumna Swami, lives in Dur- 
ban with her husband Muralīdhara 
Dāsa and their daughters Vraja-
Sundari (age seven) and Varsana-
Rani (three). She teaches English at  

the governmental head to see that people strictly follow a 
religious life. A king should also be strict in chastising the 
atheists. •In other words, an atheistic or godless govern-
ment should never be supported by a king or governmental 
chief. That is the test of good government. In the name of 
secular government, the king or governmental head remains 
neutral and allows people to engage in all sorts of irreli-
gious activities. In such a state, people cannot be happy, 
despite all economic development. However, in this age 
of Kali there are no pious kings. •Instead, rogues and 
thieves are elected to head the government. But how can the 
people be happy without religion and God consciousness? •The rogues exact taxes from the citizens for their own 
sense enjoyment, and in the future the people will be so 
much harassed that according to Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam they 
will flee from their homes and country and take shelter in 
the forest. •However, in Kali-yuga, democratic govern-

CANTO 4: CHAPTER 16

Despite King Pṛthu’s humble protests, professional reciters 
continue to speak of the greatness of his upcoming godly reign.

Referred to as “the ripe fruit of the tree of Vedic literature,” Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 
is the most complete and authoritative exposition of Vedic knowledge. Five thousand years ago 
the great sage Kṛṣṇa Dvaipāyana Vyāsa composed this purāṇa, or history, to explain the essence 

of spiritual knowledge. Here we present Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam in serialized form, 
with the original Sanskrit text, transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports 

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda, 
founder-ācārya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

THE PROFESSIONAL
RECITERS PRAISE 

KING PRTHU

BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM  

    WSa DamaRBa{taAM ™aeï"Ae laAekM( DamaeR'nauvataRyana, 
    gAAeæaA ca DamaRs$aetaUnaAM zAAstaA tatpair"painTanaAma, 

	        eṣa dharma-bhṛtāṁ śreṣṭho
	             lokaṁ dharme ’nuvartayan
	        goptā ca dharma-setūnāṁ
	             śāstā tat-paripanthinām

eṣaḥ – this King Pṛthu; dharma-bhṛtām – of persons exe- 
cuting religious activities; śreṣṭhaḥ – the best; lokam – 
the whole world; dharme – in religious activities; anuvar- 
tayan – engaging them properly; goptā – the protector;  
ca – also; dharma-setūnām – of the principles of religion;  
śāstā – the chastiser; tat-paripanthinām – of those who 
are against religious principles.

This King, Mahārāja Pṛthu, is the best amongst those 
who are following religious principles. As such, he will 
engage everyone in the pursuit of religious principles 
and give those principles all protection. He will also be 
a great chastiser to the irreligious and atheistic.

PURPORT: The duty of the king or the head of the govern- 
ment is described very nicely in this verse. It is the duty of 
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4    
1

1) What does Śrīla Prabhupāda say is the test 		
	 of good government?
2) What kinds of people are now being elected 		
	 to head the government?
3) What does the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam predict 		
	 will be people’s reaction to bad government?
4) How can democracy be a solution to bad 		
	 government?

2

3

4

Although there are more than 
twenty state-of-the-art Food For Life 
kitchens across the country, the one 
at the Śrī Śrī Rādhā-Rādhānātha tem- 
ple remains special, as it all began 
there three decades ago. To make 
prasāda more accessible to outlying 
areas, the team hopes to set up fifty 
more kitchens within the next two 
years. Surely this widespread initia-

   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CALENDAR
21 – Śrī Rādhāṣṭamī, ap-
pearance anniversary of Śrī- 
matī Rādhārāṇī, Lord Kṛṣṇa’s  
eternal consort. Fasting till 
noon, followed by feasting.

24 – Parśvā Ekādaśī
Fasting from grains and beans. 
(Fasting till noon today; feast 
tomorrow.)

25 – Śrī Vāmana-dvādaśī, ap-
pearance anniversary of Lord 
Vāmana, Lord Kṛṣṇa’s incarna- 
tion as a dwarf brāhmaṇa. Ap-
pearance anniversary of Śrīla 
Jīva Gosvāmī, one of the six 
Gosvāmīs of Vṛndāvana.

26 – Appearance anniver- 
sary of Śrīla Bhaktivinoda  
Ṭhākura, father of Śrīla  
Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī  
Ṭhākura (Śrīla Prabhu- 
pāda’s spiritual master), 
and a pioneer in spreading  
Kṛṣṇa consciousness in 
English. Fasting till noon, 
then feasting.

27 – Disappearance anniversary 
of Śrīla Haridāsa Ṭhākura, fore-
most teacher of chanting Hare 
Kṛṣṇa. 

28 – Anniversary of Śrīla Prabhu- 
pāda’s accepting sannyāsa, the 
renounced order of life. Third 

This calendar is calculated for Mayapur, 
West Bengal, India. The dates, derived 
from a lunar calendar, may vary by  
one day for other locations. For the  
exact dates for your area, go to www. 
krishnadays.com. 

Because the Hare K®ß∫a movement  
comes in disciplic line from Caitanya 
Mahåprabhu, the calendar includes not 
only dates relevant to all followers of the 
Vedic tradition but also dates relating to 
Lord Caitanya’s associates and promi- 
nent spiritual masters in His disciplic 
succession.

Month of Hṛṣīkeśa
(September 1–28)

SEPTEMBER

5 – Śrī Kṛṣṇa Janmāṣṭamī, 
appearance anniversary of 
Lord Kṛṣṇa. Fasting till 
midnight. Call your local 
Hare Kṛṣṇa temple for a 
schedule of events.
6 – Appearance anniver-
sary of His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swa-
mi Prabhupāda, Founder-
Ācārya of the International 
Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness. Fasting till 
noon, followed by feasting.

9 – Vyañjulī Mahā-dvādaśī 
Fasting from grains and beans for 
Annadā Ekādaśī.

18 – Appearance anniversary of 
Śrīmatī Sītā Devī, the consort of 
Śrīla Advaita Ācārya.

month of Cāturmāsya begins 
(fasting from milk).

Month of Padmanābha
(September 29–October 27)

OCTOBER
4 – Anniversary of Śrīla Prabhu-
pāda’s arrival in the United States. 

9 – Pakṣa-vardinī Mahā-dvādaśī
Fasting from grains and beans 
for Indirā Ekādaśī. 

23 – Rāmacandra Vijayotsava,  
the anniversary of Lord Rāma- 
candra’s victory over the demon 
Rāvaṇa. Appearance anniversary  
of Śrīla Madhvācārya, a Vaiṣ-
ṇava philosopher and spiritual 
master who appeared in the  
thirteenth century.

24 – Trispṛśā Mahā-dvādaśī 
Fasting from grains and beans 
for Pāśāṅkuśā Ekādaśī. 

25 – Disappearance anniversary  
of Śrīla Raghunātha Dāsa Go- 
svāmī, Śrīla Raghunātha Bhaṭṭa 
Gosvāmī, and Śrīla Kṛṣṇadāsa 
Kavirāja Gosvāmī, great associ- 
ates and followers of Lord 
Caitanya.

27 – Śrī Kṛṣṇa Śāradīyā Rāsa-
yātrā. Disappearance anniversary 
of Śrī Murāri Gupta, an associate  
of Lord Caitanya. Also, the 
fourth month of Cāturmāsya 
begins (fasting from ūrad dāl). 

a few universities. She serves as  
a member of the Śrī Śrī Rādhā-
Rādhānātha temple management 
team as communications and pub-
lic relations officer. She is also pas-
sionate about educating children in 
Kṛṣṇa consciousness and has found-
ed and currently hosts the “Krishna’s  
Kids” program at the Durban 
temple. 
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BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

						    
5) What is the relationship between demigods 	
	 and the Supreme Personality of Godhead?
6) How can proper rainfall be ensured?
7) How do the Vedic scriptures recommend 	
	 we counteract the situation created by bad 	
	 leaders?
8) Why are citizens suffering from taxation in 	
	 the current age?
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  9) How is an ideal king like the sun?
10) How will King Pṛthu be like the earth?
11) What is the ultimate result of unfair 		
	 taxation?
12) Why is King Pṛthu compared to King 		
	 Indra?

ment can be captured by Kṛṣṇa conscious people. If this 
can be done, the general populace can be made very happy.

    WSa vaE laAek(paAlaAnaAM ibaBatyaeRk(stanaAE tanaU: 
    k(Alae k(Alae yaTaABaAgAM laAek(yaAeç&BayaAeihR"tama, 
	         eṣa vai loka-pālānāṁ
	              bibharty ekas tanau tanūḥ
	         kāle kāle yathā-bhāgaṁ
	              lokayor ubhayor hitam

eṣaḥ – this King; vai – certainly; loka-pālānām – of all 
the demigods; bibharti – bears; ekaḥ – alone; tanau – in 
his body; tanūḥ – the bodies; kāle kāle – in due course of 
time; yathā – according to; bhāgam – proper share; lokayoḥ 
– of planetary systems; ubhayoḥ – both; hitam – welfare.

This King alone, in his own body, will be able in due 
course of time to maintain all living entities and keep 
them in a pleasant condition by manifesting himself as 
different demigods to perform various departmental 
activities. Thus he will maintain the upper planetary 
system by inducing the populace to perform Vedic sac-
rifices. In due course of time he will also maintain this 
earthly planet by discharging proper rainfall.

PURPORT: •The demigods in charge of the various de- 
partmental activities that maintain this world are but assistants 
to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. When an incarna-
tion of Godhead descends on this planet, demigods like the 
sun-god, the moon-god, or the King of heaven, Indra, all 
join Him. Consequently the incarnation of Godhead is able 
to act for the departmental demigods to keep the planetary 
systems in order. •The protection of the earthly planet is 
dependent on proper rainfall, and as stated in Bhagavad-
gītā and other scriptures, sacrifices are performed to please 
those demigods who are in charge of rainfall.

	     annād bhavanti bhūtāni
	          parjanyād anna-sambhavaḥ
	     yajñād bhavati parjanyo
	          yajñaḥ karma-samudbhavaḥ

“All living bodies subsist on food grains, which are pro- 
duced from rains. Rains are produced by performance of 

yajña [sacrifice], and yajña is born of prescribed duties.” 
(Gītā 3.14)

Thus the proper execution of yajña, sacrifice, is required. 
As indicated herein, King Pṛthu alone would induce all the  
citizens to engage in such sacrificial activities so that there  
would not be scarcity or distress. In Kali-yuga, however, in  
the so-called secular state, the executive branch of govern- 
ment is in the charge of so-called kings and presidents  
who are all fools and rascals, ignorant of the intricacies of 
nature’s causes and ignorant of the principles of sacrifice. 
Such rascals simply make various plans, which always 
fail, and the people subsequently suffer disturbances. •To 
counteract this situation, the śāstras advise:

	         harer nāma harer nāma
	              harer nāmaiva kevalam
	         kalau nāsty eva nāsty eva
	              nāsty eva gatir anyathā

Thus in order to counteract this unfortunate situation in 
government, the general populace is advised to chant the 
mahā-mantra: Hare Kṛṣṇa, Hare Kṛṣṇa, Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa, Hare 
Hare/ Hare Rāma, Hare Rāma, Rāma Rāma, Hare Hare.

     vas$au k(Ala opaAd"Ôae k(Alae caAyaM ivamauÂaita 
     s$ama: s$avaeRSau BaUtaeSau ‘atapana, s$aUyaRvaiã"Bau:

	        vasu kāla upādatte
	             kāle cāyaṁ vimuñcati
	        samaḥ sarveṣu bhūteṣu
	             pratapan sūryavad vibhuḥ

vasu – riches; kāle – in due course of time; upādatte – 
exacts; kāle – in due course of time; ca – also; ayam – this 
King Pṛthu; vimuñcati – returns; samaḥ – equal; sarveṣu – 
to all; bhūteṣu – living entities; pratapan – shining; sūrya-
vat – like the sun-god; vibhuḥ – powerful.

This King Pṛthu will be as powerful as the sun-god, and 
just as the sun-god equally distributes his sunshine to 
everyone, King Pṛthu will distribute his mercy equal-
ly. Similarly, just as the sun-god evaporates water for 
eight months and, during the rainy season, returns it 
profusely, this King will also exact taxes from the citi-
zens and return these monies in times of need.

PURPORT: The process of tax exaction is very nicely ex- 
plained in this verse. Tax exaction is not meant for the 
sense gratification of the so-called administrative heads. 
Tax revenues should be distributed to the citizens in times 
of need, during emergencies such as famine or flood. Tax 
revenues should never be distributed amongst govern-
mental servants in the form of high salaries and various 
other allowances. •In Kali-yuga, however, the position 

of the citizens is very horrible because taxes are exacted 
in so many forms and are spent for the personal comforts 
of the administrators.

The example of the sun in this verse is very appropriate. •The sun is many millions of miles away from the ea- 
rth, and although the sun does not actually touch the earth, 
it manages to distribute land all over the planet by exact-
ing water from the oceans and seas, and it also manag-
es to make that land fertile by distributing water during  
the rainy season. As an ideal king, King Pṛthu would exe-
cute all this business in the village and state as expertly 
as the sun.

     itaitaºatya‚(maM vaEnya opayaAR‚(mataAmaipa 
     BaUtaAnaAM k(ç&NA: zAìd"AtaARnaAM iºaitava{iÔamaAna

	         titikṣaty akramaṁ vainya
	              upary ākramatām api
	         bhūtānāṁ karuṇaḥ śaśvad
	              ārtānāṁ kṣiti-vṛttimān

titikṣati – tolerates; akramam – offense; vainyaḥ – the son 
of King Vena; upari – on his head; ākramatām – of those 
who are trampling; api – also; bhūtānām – to all living 
entities; karuṇaḥ – very kindhearted; śaśvat – always; 
ārtānām – to the aggrieved; kṣiti-vṛtti-mān – accepting 
the profession of the earth.

This King Pṛthu will be very, very kind to all citizens. 
Even though a poor person may trample over the King’s 
head by violating the rules and regulations, the King, 
out of his causeless mercy, will be forgetful and forgiv-
ing. As a protector of the world, he will be as tolerant 
as the earth itself.

PURPORT: King Pṛthu is herein compared to the earthly 
planet as far as his tolerance is concerned. Although the 
earth is always trampled upon by men and animals, it still 
gives food to them by producing grains, fruits and veg-
etables. •As an ideal king, Mahārāja Pṛthu is compared 
to the earthly planet, for even though some citizens might 
violate the rules and regulations of the state, he would still 
be tolerant and maintain them with fruits and grains. In 
other words, it is the duty of the king to look after the com-
forts of the citizens, even at the cost of his own personal 
convenience. This is not the case, however, in Kali-yuga, 
for in Kali-yuga the kings and heads of state enjoy life at 
the cost of taxes exacted from the citizens. Such unfair 
taxation makes the people dishonest, and the people try 
to hide their income in so many ways. •Eventually the 
state will not be able to collect taxes and consequently 
will not be able to meet its huge military and administra-
tive expenses. Everything will collapse, and there will be 
chaos and disturbance all over the state.

    de"vae'vaSaRtyas$aAE de"vaAe nar"de"vavapauhR"ir": 
    k{(cC)$‘aANAA: ‘ajaA ÷eSa r"iºaSyatyaÃas$aen‰"vata,
	       deve ’varṣaty asau devo
	            naradeva-vapur hariḥ
	       kṛcchra-prāṇāḥ prajā hy eṣa
	            rakṣiṣyaty añjasendravat

deve – when the demigod (Indra); avarṣati – does not 
supply rains; asau – that; devaḥ – Mahārāja Pṛthu; nara-
deva – of the king; vapuḥ – having the body; hariḥ – the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead; kṛcchra-prāṇāḥ – suf-
fering living entities; prajāḥ – the citizens; hi – certainly; 
eṣaḥ – this; rakṣiṣyati – will protect; añjasā – very easily; 
indra-vat – like King Indra.

When there is no rainfall and the citizens are in great 
danger due to the scarcity of water, this royal Person-
ality of Godhead will be able to supply rains exactly 
like the heavenly king Indra. Thus he will very easily 
be able to protect the citizens from drought.

PURPORT: King Pṛthu is very appropriately compared to 
the sun and the demigod Indra. King Indra of the heaven-
ly planets is in charge of distributing water over the earth 
and other planetary systems. •It is indicated that King 
Pṛthu would arrange for the distribution of rainfall person-
ally if Indra failed to discharge his duty properly. Some-
times the King of heaven, Indra, would become angry at 
the inhabitants of the earth if they did not offer sacrifices 
to appease him. King Pṛthu, however, being an incarnation 
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, did not depend 
on the mercy of the heavenly King. It is foretold herein 
that if there would be a scarcity of rain, King Pṛthu would 
manage to counteract the deficiency by virtue of his godly 
powers. Such powers were also exhibited by Lord Kṛṣṇa 
when He was present in Vṛndāvana. Indeed, when Indra 
poured incessant water on Vṛndāvana for seven days, the 
inhabitants were protected by Kṛṣṇa, who raised Govard-
hana Hill over their heads as a great umbrella. Thus Lord 
Kṛṣṇa is also known as Govardhana-dhārī.

      @ApyaAyayatyas$aAE laAekM( vad"naAma{tamaUitaRnaA 
      s$aAnaur"AgAAvalaAeke(na ivazAd"ismatacaAç&NAA

5    

6    
5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

7    

8    

9    



SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2015  •   BACK TO GODHEAD   51        50  BACK TO GODHEAD   •  SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2015 

       	           	    	                	    
   			     

          
BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

[Continued in the next issue.]

50   BACK TO GODHEAD  •   SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2015  

The Solution to  
Food Shortages

	           āpyāyayaty asau lokaṁ
	                vadanāmṛta-mūrtinā
	           sānurāgāvalokena
	                viśada-smita-cāruṇā

āpyāyayati – enhances; asau – he; lokam – the whole 
world; vadana – by his face; amṛta-mūrtinā – moonlike; 
sa-anurāga – affectionate; avalokena – with glances; viśada 
– bright; smita – smiling; cāruṇā – beautiful.

This King, Pṛthu Mahārāja, by virtue of his affection-
ate glances and beautiful moonlike face, which is always 
smiling with great affection for the citizens, will enhance 
everyone’s peaceful life.

        @vya·(vatmaE=Sa inagAUX#k(AyaAeR   
            gAmBaIr"vaeDaA opagAuæaivaÔa: 
        @nantamaAh"AtmyagAuNAEk(DaAmaA   
            pa{Tau: ‘acaetaA wva s$aMva{taAtmaA

	  avyakta-vartmaiṣa nigūḍha-kāryo
	       gambhīra-vedhā upagupta-vittaḥ
	  ananta-māhātmya-guṇaika-dhāmā
	       pṛthuḥ pracetā iva saṁvṛtātmā

avyakta – unmanifested; vartmā – his policies; eṣaḥ – 
this King; nigūḍha – confidential; kāryaḥ – his activities; 
gambhīra – grave, secret; vedhāḥ – his accomplishing; 
upagupta – secretly kept; vittaḥ – his treasury; ananta – 
unlimited; māhātmya – of glories; guṇa – of good quali-
ties; eka-dhāmā – the only reservoir; pṛthuḥ – King Pṛthu; 
pracetāḥ – Varuṇa, the King of the seas; iva – like; saṁvṛta 
– covered; ātmā – self.

The reciters continued: No one will be able to under-
stand the policies the King will follow. His activities  
will also be very confidential, and it will not be possi-
ble for anyone to know how he will make every activity 
successful. His treasury will always remain unknown  
to everyone. He will be the reservoir of unlimited glo-
ries and good qualities, and his position will be main-
tained and covered just as Varuṇa, the deity of the seas, 
is covered all around by water.

PURPORT: There is a predominating deity for all the ma- 
terial elements, and Varuṇa, or Pracetā, is the predominat-
ing deity of the seas and the oceans. From outward appear-
ances the seas and oceans are devoid of life, but a person 
acquainted with the sea knows that within the water exist 
many varieties of life. The king of that underwater king-
dom is Varuṇa. Just as no one can understand what is going 

on beneath the sea, no one could understand what policy 
King Pṛthu was following to make everything successful. 
Indeed, King Pṛthu’s path of diplomacy was very grave. 
His success was made possible because he was a reservoir 
of unlimited glorified qualities.

The word upagupta-vittaḥ is very significant in this 
verse. It indicates that no one would know the extent of the 
riches King Pṛthu would confidentially keep. The idea is 
that not only the king but everyone should keep his hard-
earned money confidentially and secretly so that in due 
course of time the money can be spent for good, practical 
purposes. In Kali-yuga, however, the king or government 
has no well-protected treasury, and the only means of cir-
culation is currency notes made of paper. Thus in times of 
distress the government artificially inflates the currency by 
simply printing papers, and this artificially raises the price 
of commodities, and the general condition of the citizens 
becomes very precarious. Thus keeping one’s money very 
secretly is an old practice, for we find this practice pres-
ent even during the reign of Mahārāja Pṛthu. Just as the 
king has the right to keep his treasury confidential and 
secret, the people should also keep their individual earn-
ings a secret. There is no fault in such dealings. The main 
point is that everyone should be trained in the system of 
varṇāśrama-dharma so that the money is spent only for 
good causes and nothing else.

     äu"r"As$ad"Ae äu"ivaRSah" @As$aªaAe'ipa ivaäU"r"vata, 
     naEvaAiBaBaivatauM zAfyaAe vaenaAr"NyauitTataAe'nala:

	         durāsado durviṣaha
	              āsanno ’pi vidūravat
	         naivābhibhavituṁ śakyo
	              venāraṇy-utthito ’nalaḥ

durāsadaḥ – unapproachable; durviṣahaḥ – unbearable; 
āsannaḥ – being approached; api – although; vidūra-vat 
– as if far away; na – never; eva – certainly; abhibhavi-
tum – to be overcome; śakyaḥ – able; vena – King Vena; 
araṇi – the wood that produces fire; utthitaḥ – being born 
of; analaḥ – fire.

King Pṛthu was born of the dead body of King Vena 
as fire is produced from araṇi wood. Thus King Pṛthu 
will always remain just like fire, and his enemies will 
not be able to approach him. Indeed, he will be un- 
bearable to his enemies, for although staying very near 
him, they will never be able to approach him but will 
have to remain as if far away. No one will be able to 
overcome the strength of King Pṛthu.

SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

The following exchange took place  
after a talk by His Divine Grace A. C.  
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda 
before the World Health Organization,  
in Geneva, on June 6, 1974.

WHO member: Your Divine Grace, do 
you have any suggestions for solving the 
worldwide problem of food shortages?
Śrīla Prabhupāda: Yes. My sugges-
tion is that people should utilize all this 
vacant land for crops. I have seen so 
much land lying dormant. For instance, 
in Australia and also in America, there is 
so much land lying dormant. The people 
are not utilizing it.

And whatever produce they get, 
sometimes they dump tons of it into 
the ocean to keep the prices high. And 
I have heard here in Geneva that when 
there was excess milk production, some 
of the people wanted to slaughter twen-
ty thousand cows just to reduce the milk 
production.

This is what is going on in people’s 
brains. Actually, they have no brains. 
So if they want to get some brains, they 
should read these authentic Vedic lit-
eratures, and they should take spiritual 
guidance. And that guidance is simple:  
produce your food – all the food the 
world needs – by properly utilizing the 
land.

But today people will not utilize the 
land. Rather, they have left their villag-
es and farmlands and let themselves be 
drawn into the cities for producing nuts 
and bolts. All right, now eat nuts and 
bolts.

Mahatma Gandhi’s basic program was  
to revive the natural, God-given way of 
life. Simple villages and farms. This can 
solve India’s – and the whole world’s – 
food problems. But our big Pandit Nehru  

The Solution to  
Food Shortages
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we are not going to accept another 
material body. Then we will stand in 
our original, spiritual body. 

The spiritual body is there within  
the body. Our mission is to come to 
the platform of our spiritual body. 
It is very simple – simply by under-
standing the instruction of Kṛṣṇa. 
And Caitanya Mahāprabhu has sim-
plified it even more. He advises, 
“Chant the Hare Kṛṣṇa mantra.”

      harer nāma harer nāma 
           harer nāmaiva kevalam
      kalau nāsty eva nāsty eva 
           nāsty eva gatir anyathā

“In this age of quarrel and hypocri-
sy the only means of deliverance is 
chanting the holy name of the Lord. 
There is no other way. There is no 
other way. There is no other way.” 
(Bṛhan-nāradīya Purāṇa 3.8.126) In 
this age we are fallen, so the method 
given is very simplified. 

In the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 
(12.3.51) it is said, 

    kaler doṣa-nidhe rājann 
         asti hy eko mahān guṇaḥ
    kīrtanād eva kṛṣṇasya 
         mukta-saṅgaḥ paraṁ vrajet

“My dear King, although Kali-yuga 
is an ocean of faults, there is still 
one good quality about this age: 
Simply by chanting the Hare Kṛṣṇa 
mahā-mantra, one can become free 
from material bondage and be pro-
moted to the transcendental king-
dom.” This age is called Kali, the 
age of misunderstanding and fight-
ing. In this age there are many faults 
in human society. It is just like an 
ocean of faults. But there is one 
great opportunity. What is that? If 
one takes to the chanting of the Hare 
Kṛṣṇa mantra, he becomes eligible 
to go back home, back to Godhead. 

Our Kṛṣṇa consciousness move-
ment is giving you this information, 
just as a peon delivers a letter from 
a friend. We are trying to deliver to 
you the message of Kṛṣṇa. Kindly 
accept it and use it.

Thank you very much.

consequently, ācchina-dāra-draviṇā 
yāsyanti giri-kānanam: the people 
will be so disturbed that they will 
give up their hearth and home and 
go to the forest. They will feel utter-
ly harassed – by scarcity of rainfall, 
by scarcity of food, and by the  
government’s excessive taxation.

In such a predicament, how can 
one keep his brain in equilibrium? 
He will become mad. Unless we 
take the instruction of the scriptures, 
all these tragedies are guaranteed 
to befall us. So we should imme-
diately take this instruction of the 
Bhagavad-gītā (3.14) to heart:

   annād bhavanti bhūtāni
        parjanyād anna-sambhavaḥ
   yajñād bhavati parjanyo
        yajñaḥ karma-samudbhavaḥ

“All living bodies subsist on food 
grains, which are produced from 
rains. And rains are produced by 
sacrifice.”

This is why we have introduced 
this movement, this chanting of the 
names of the Lord. This is sacrifice. 
And in this age of confusion, this 
unfortunate age, this sacrifice alone 
is possible. This is the remedy, the 
solution for all the world’s problems. 
But people will not take the remedy. 
They have got their own remedy.

topsy-turvied everything. He wanted 
more industrialization.

Gandhi’s program was very nice: 
organize yourselves into small farm-
ing villages and produce your own 
food. Live free from cities and fac-
tories. This way, you can work only 
three months and still you get your 
produce for the whole year.

Three months’ work for the whole 
year’s produce. And the rest of the 
time, the time you save you can 
use for chanting Hare Kṛṣṇa. Sing 
the Lord’s glories and develop your 
original God consciousness. This 
is our Kṛṣṇa consciousness move-
ment. Be spiritually advanced – be a 
human being.

Otherwise, the life you are lead-
ing is risky. In the Bhagavad-gītā 
(2.13) it is said, tathā dehāntara-
prāptir dhīras tatra na muhyati: 
however big a plan we may make, 
someday we will have to give up 
this plan, because someday we will 
have to give up this body. And there 
is no guarantee what kind of body 
we are going to get next time.

Suppose that this time, this life, 
I am very busily constructing a big 
skyscraper. Next time, next life, I 
may have to live in that skyscraper 
in the body of a cat or dog, because 
I have developed the grossly selfish, 
body-centered consciousness of a 

cat or dog. And at that time who will 
care about my so-called title to the 
skyscraper?

These are the facts. Because  
nobody can change nature’s law. 
Nature’s law is exactly like an infec-
tious disease – expose yourself to it, 
and it takes hold of you, that’s all. 
Kāraṇaṁ guṇa-saṅgo ’sya sad-asad-
yoni-janmasu: one gets born into a 
nice or nasty situation because of his 
prior actions and because of nature’s 
inexorable reactions. This is nature’s 
law.

But now many people do not even  
believe that there is a life after 
death. In Moscow a big professor 
named Kotovsky told me, “Swamiji,  
after death there is nothing.” You 
see? He’s a big professor. And yet 
he has no knowledge of the soul. A 
big professor – just see. This kind of 
nonsense is going on.

So as this godless civilization 
drags on, by nature’s law there will 
be more and more problems. As pre-
dicted in the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam, 
there will be anāvṛṣṭi, insufficient 
rain; and as a result, durbhikṣa, insuf- 
ficient food production. Of course, 
these problems have already begun.

And on the plea of providing 
relief from the drought and famine, 
the government will crush the peo-
ple with excessive taxation. And 

THE MESSAGE OF KṚṢṆA 
(continued from page 11)  
this body; he is soul. So our first 
business is to take care of the soul. 
And this human form of body is the 
opportunity for that. In the human 
form of body we can understand 
Bhagavad-gītā, not in the dog’s body. 
That is not possible. So by evolution,  
we, the soul, pass from aquatic to 
plant, then insect, then bird, then 
beast, then human being, then civi-
lized human being. In this civilized 
form of human being, if we do not 
take this knowledge of Bhagavad-
gītā personally given by the Lord 
Himself, then we are missing the 
point. This is the whole lesson of the 
Vedic literature, that the human form 
of life is meant for self-realization: 
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“I am not this body. I am spirit soul. 
My business is different from simply  
taking care of the body.” This is 
human civilization. 

Therefore our Kṛṣṇa conscious-
ness movement is a very important 
movement. We request everyone to 
study this movement very seriously 
and make one’s life successful. And 
what is that success? Simply try to  
understand Kṛṣṇa. Kṛṣṇa is explain-
ing Himself. When I speak of Kṛṣṇa, 
everyone should know that Kṛṣṇa 
means God. So if we simply try to  
understand Kṛṣṇa, or God, in this 
life, then we become liberated. We  
become free from this material bond- 
age. Tyaktvā dehaṁ punar janma 
naiti mām eti so ’rjuna (Gītā 4.9). 
This is the assurance given in the 

Bhagavad-gītā. Janma karma ca me 
divyam evaṁ yo vetti tattvataḥ (Gītā 
4.9). You should understand Kṛṣṇa 
in truth. And there is no difficulty. 
Kṛṣṇa is explaining Himself in the 
Bhagavad-gītā.

Our only request is that all of you 
try to understand Bhagavad-gītā as it 
is. Don’t interpret in a different way. 
Then you will understand Kṛṣṇa. 
And as soon as you understand 
Kṛṣṇa, you become free from this 
material bondage. We have to give 
up this body; that is certain. The cats 
and dogs will give up their body, 
and we’ll also give up our body. But 
before giving up this body, if we 
simply understand Kṛṣṇa, then our 
life becomes successful. What is that 
success? After giving up this body 
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To observe the fiftieth anniversary of 
Śrīla Prabhupāda’s leaving India to 
found the worldwide Kṛṣṇa conscious-
ness movement, BTG presents Part Two  
of a ten-part series honoring Śrīla 
Prabhupāda’s unique, transcendental  
position in ISKCON, as well as every 
follower’s foundational relationship 
with him.
	

ESPECIALLY in ISKCON’s early  
years, when Śrīla Prabhupāda’s  
teachings were just beginning 

to see print, his first followers would 
often write him questions – some lofty, 
some lame – and with endless patience 
Prabhupāda would reply.

In late 1968, after a major American  
publisher came out with an abridged 
edition of Prabhupāda’s Bhagavad-gītā 
As It Is, several devotees wrote letters 
asking about the disciplic succession 

of spiritual masters listed at the end 
of the Introduction. Why, for exam-
ple, was the Gītā’s hero, Arjuna, not 
listed?

To one such letter Prabhupāda re- 
plied that “disciplic succession does 
not mean one has to be directly a  
disciple of a particular person.” For  
example: “Arjuna accepted Kṛṣṇa as 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
and we also accept the same truth 
under the disciplic succession of Cai-
tanya Mahāprabhu. Things equal to 
the same thing are equal to one anoth-
er.”1 In other words: “Disciplic suc-
cession means to accept the disciplic 
conclusion.” 2 

Out of those who accept the disci-
plic conclusion, a few may live it so 
wonderfully that they inspire many 
who come later to surrender to Kṛṣṇa. 
It is that rare soul Prabhupāda’s own 

SRILA PRABHUPADA: OUR FOUNDER-ACARYA

Although the English-Sanskrit compound 
“founder-ācārya” is less than a century old, its 
seeds in the Gauḍīya Vaiṣṇava tradition date 

from the time of Lord Caitanya.

by Sureśvara Dāsa

The 
FOUNDER
ACARYA 

Principle

spiritual master, Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta 
Sarasvatī, had in mind when he com-
piled the list Prabhupāda gave us as 
“The Disciplic Succession.” Śrīla 
Bhaktisiddhānta called his list the 
“Bhāgavata-paramparā,” the line of 
great ācāryas (exemplars) whose 
lives embody the teachings of the 
Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam, “the beautiful 
story of the Personality of Godhead.”

In his commentary to Śrīmad-
Bhāgavatam 10.2.31, Prabhupāda 
describes the necessity of following 
the “ācārya-sampradāya,” the line of 
great exemplars, to please Kṛṣṇa and 
return to His spiritual kingdom: 

Lord Siva

Ramanujacarya NimbarkacaryaVisnusvamıMadhvacarya

LaksmidevıLord Brahma The Kumaras

Lord Krsna

� ���

� �� �

 		
The ācārya gives the suitable 
method for crossing the ocean of 
nescience by accepting the boat 
of the Lord’s lotus feet, and if this 
method is strictly followed, the 
followers will ultimately reach 
the destination, by the grace of 
the Lord. This method is called 
ācārya-sampradāya. . . .  There-
fore one must accept the ācārya-
sampradāya; otherwise one’s 
endeavor will be futile.

	
After Lord Caitanya’s time (1486–
1534), the ācārya-sampradāya culture 
nurtured the seeds that would eventu-
ally blossom as the English-Sanskrit  
phrase “founder-ācārya.” We will 
now look at four of those seeds, as 
well as the great Gauḍīya ācāryas 3 
who sowed them.

	

Out of 
those who 
accept the 
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conclu-
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An Organizational Seed 

In 1545 Lord Caitanya’s chief disci- 
ples, the Six Gosvāmīs of Vrindavan,  
founded the Viśva Vaiṣṇava Rāja 
Sabha, which Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta 
later identified as the gathering or 
congregation of devotees who wor-
ship “the King of all Vaiṣṇavas in the  
world,” Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu.4

As the Sabha’s most prolific writer  
and philosopher, Śrīla Jīva Gosvāmī  
also emerged as the group’s most 

skillful organizer. For example, he 
founded Vrindavan’s famous Rādhā-
Dāmodara temple, where he estab-
lished a library of all the Gosvāmīs’ 
works. Śrī Jīva had those works cop-
ied, and then dispatched his three 
best students – Śrīnivāsa, Narottama, 
and Śyāmānanda – to Bengal on  
the first Gauḍīya Vaiṣṇava book- 
distribution party.

The story of what happened to 
that party – how the books were sto-
len by a king’s thieves, how they 

Later in the book Prabhupāda 
repeats the distinction between “the 
great ācāryas and the personal spiri-
tual master” by the way he translates 
Śrī Rūpa’s phrase sādhu-vartmānu-
varttanam:5 “following in the foot-
steps of great ācāryas (teachers) 
under the direction of the spiritual 
master.”6  

In Part One of this series we 
learned that initiating and instruct-
ing spiritual masters are like parents 
and relatives respectively. As a child 
may at first see his parents and rela-
tives as everything, then matures to 
see them in perspective, so a disciple 
may initially see his spiritual parents  
and relatives as everything, then ma- 
tures to appreciate them in relation 
to “the great ācāryas.” 

To help us understand this philo-
sophical seed of the founder-ācārya 
principle, we will now hear how the 
ācārya-sampradāya culture inspired 
one famous disciple to appeal to his 
great guru in relation to their wor-
shipable ācārya.

	

were recovered, and how 
the king and his accom-
plices later surrendered 
to Kṛṣṇa – foreshad-
owed dramas Lord Cai-
tanya continues to enact 
through ISKCON and 
cooperative Gauḍīya 
groups today. Suffice it 
to say that the Gosvāmīs’ 
Sabha – dedicated to 
articulating, preserv-
ing, and distributing the 
Lord’s teachings –  
planted the founder-
ācārya principle’s  
organizational seed.

	
A Philosophical Seed 

Around 1552, seven  
years after the Sabha’s 
founding, Śrīla Rūpa 
Gosvāmī finished his 
landmark work Bhakti-
rasāmrta-sindhu (“The 
Ocean of the Pure Nectar 
of Devotional Service”). 
In his commentary to the 
Śrī Caitanya-caritāmṛta, 
Ādi-līlā, Chapter 5, text 
203, Prabhupāda writes: 
“Śrīla Rūpa Gosvāmī is 
described as the bhakti-
rasācārya, or one who 
knows the essence of 
devotional service. His 
famous book Bhakti-
rasāmṛta-sindhu is the 
science of devotional  
service, and by reading 
this book one can under-
stand the meaning of 
devotional service.”

So essential for devotees did Prabhu- 
pāda consider Śrī Rūpa’s masterwork  
that, for more than six months in 1969,  
he suspended his Bhāgavatam writing  
to produce a summary study of Bhakti- 
rasāmṛta-sindhu he called The Nectar  
of Devotion. In his Introduction 
Prabhupāda writes that “in our men-
tal activities we should always try to 
think of Kṛṣṇa and try to plan how to 
please Him, following in the footsteps 
of the great ācāryas and the personal 
spiritual master.”    

A Cultural Seed 

Before the Gauḍīya Vaiṣṇava saint 
Śrīla Narottama Dāsa Ṭhākura was 
born, Lord Caitanya told Lokanātha 
Gosvāmī: “Within a short time a  
prince named Narottama will become 
your disciple. He will be a gifted  
devotee, full of love and devotion, 
and empowered to save the fallen  
conditioned souls from hellish life.  
His enchanting, beautiful kīrtana 
will melt even wood or stone.” 
(Narottama-vilāsa) After the Lord  
left this world, however, Śrī Loka- 
nātha was so distraught that he with-
drew from everyone and vowed  
never to accept disciples.

Later in Vrindavan, when Śrī Jīva 
noticed that Narottama was drawn to 
the saintly Lokanātha, Śrī Jīva told 
his student Narottama to approach 
Lokanātha for initiation. But as ar- 
dently as Narottama approached Loka- 
nātha, just as adamantly Lokanātha 
refused. Desperate, Narottama, the 
son of a king, vowed to become Loka- 

nātha’s menial servant and took to  
cleansing the area where the saint  
performed his early-morning ablutions.

Although Lokanātha was ab- 
sorbed in his solitary Kṛṣṇa medita- 
tions, he noticed that someone was 
doing this service, but didn’t think 
much about it. One day, after an en- 
tire year had passed, he decided to 
find out who was so conscientious-
ly cleaning up after him. The next 
morning, he came earlier than usual 
and hid behind a tree. When Narotta-
ma approached, Lokanātha saw who 
it was. Narottama fell at the saint’s 
feet and begged to be accepted as his 
disciple. Lokanātha refused at first, 
then later relented, conquered by the 
pure devotion of this saintly devotee.7

Although Śrīla Narottama Dāsa 
Ṭhākura was the only initiated dis-
ciple of Śrīla Lokanātha Gosvāmī, 
in Song 17, verse 4, of Narottama’s 
famous song collection Prārthanā he 
longs for Lokanātha to bring him to 
their ultimate shelter in the disciplic 
succession, Śrīla Rūpa Gosvāmī: 

	

Lord Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu

The Six Gosvāmīs of Vṛndāvana
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     prabhu lokanātha kabe saṅge 
          laiñā jābe
     śrī rūpera pāda-padme 
          more samarpibe
	
“When will my lord and master, Loka- 
nātha Gosvāmī, take me with him 
and place me at the lotus feet of 
Śrīla Rūpa Gosvāmī?”

As “the chief of the Six Go- 
svāmīs,” 8 Śrīla Rūpa Gosvāmī was  
Narottama and Lokanātha’s bhakti-
rasācārya, the master most expert at 
relishing the moods of pure devo- 
tional service to Kṛṣṇa. And as Narot- 
tama’s dīkṣā-guru, Śrī Lokanātha 
had the pleasure and privilege to 
bring his disciple closer to the foun-
dational leader of the Six Gosvāmīs’ 
Sabha.

“Rasācārya” may sound close to 
“founder-ācārya,” but by Lord Cai-
tanya’s inscrutable will, the organi- 
zational, philosophical, and cultural  
seeds sown early for “founder-
ācārya” would have to wait anoth-
er three centuries, within a crucible 
of disgrace, before finishing seeds 
arrived to conclusively establish the 
founder-ācārya principle.

	
Literary Seeds 

In the late nineteenth century the 
great Gauḍīya Vaiṣṇava ācārya Śrīla 
Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura identified and 

exposed more than a dozen counter- 
feit Vaiṣṇava groups who, starting  
just a century after Lord Caitan- 
ya’s departure, had effectively  
disgraced Vaiṣṇavism. Not only did 
Śrīla Bhaktivinoda restore within 
India the Lord’s teachings and  
the glory of the Vaiṣṇavas, he also 
conceived a mission to propagate 
Kṛṣṇa consciousness globally, thus 
helping to fulfill a sixteenth-century  
scriptural prophecy: “In every town 
and village, the chanting of My 
name will be heard.”(Śrī Caitanya-
bhāgavata, Antya-khaṇḍa 4.126)

When reports reached Śrīla Bhakti- 
vinoda of a rising Western interest in 
Indian culture, and Sanskrit in par-
ticular, the Ṭhākura sent a copy of 

his Sanskrit work Śrī Kṛṣṇa-saṁhitā 
to the American transcendentalist 
Ralph Waldo Emerson. When Emer-
son gratefully replied, requesting 
books in English, Śrīla Bhaktivino-
da penned Lord Caitanya – His Life 
and Precepts, and sent copies to  
several Western intellectuals and 
universities. But it was a Bengali 
work by the Ṭhākura, published  
in 1900 as Harināma-cintāmaṇi,  
that contained conclusive liter-
ary seeds for the founder-ācārya 
principle.

In Chapter 6, Śrīla Bhaktivinoda  
described three kinds of megamasters  
in a disciplic tradition. The first is 
the sampradayera ādi-guru, the pri-
meval guru of the tradition, directly  
enlightened by the Lord Himself.  
Following the first guru are the 
śikṣā-guru-pratiṣṭhita, greatly rev- 
ered preceptors who keep the line’s  
teachings intact over long spans of 
time. But when the Ṭhākura identi-
fied the third guru, he described him 
in the superlative: “However, the  
ādyācārya, or original guru of a dis-
ciplic branch, is appropriately wor- 
shiped and respected as the guru-
śiromaṇi, the topmost crown jewel 
of the spiritual masters. His perfect 
philosophical conclusions are to be 
followed by all in his succession; 
any contrary instructions will not  
be accepted.”9 The stage was set for 
the founder-ācārya seeds to bear 
fruit.

	
The Seeds Bear Fruit 

In the 1880s, while envisioning a  
worldwide Kṛṣṇa consciousness 
movement, Śrīla Bhaktivinoda re- 
vived the Vaiṣṇava Rāja Sabha and 
launched a Bengali spiritual journal, 
Sajjana-toṣaṇī (“For the Satisfaction 
of the Devotees”). Four decades lat-
er, Śrīla Bhaktivinoda’s illustrious 
son Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī 
Ṭhākura reinvented the Sabha as the 
“Gauḍīya Mission” and transformed 
his father’s journal into The Harm- 
onist, an English-language periodi-
cal, with the Ṭhākura’s scholarly dis-
ciple Professor Nisikanta Sanyal as 

his co-editor.
Timed to coin-

cide with the 
launch of the 
Mission’s grand 
new Calcutta  
headquarters, the 
October 1930 
Harmonist car-
ried the first of a 
three-part series 
by Professor San-
yal about “The 
Gaudiya Math.” 
It was in this 
article that the 
“founder-ācārya” 
phrase, seeded for 
centuries, finally 
fructified:

	
The Gaudiya  
Math is also 
identical with its 
founder Achar-
yya [sic]. The 
associates, fol-
lowers, and 
abode of His Divine Grace are 
limbs of himself. None of them 
claim to be anything but a ful-
ly subordinate limb of this single 
individual. This unconditional,  
causeless, spontaneous submission 
to the Head, is found to be not 
only compatible with, but abso-
lutely necessary for the fullest 
freedom of initiative of the  
subordinate limbs.10

	

During the Gauḍīya Mission’s fin-
est hour – the first Vaiṣṇava preach-
ing expedition to Europe – the book 
Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta’s leading Eng-
lish preachers took with them was 
Shree Krishna Chaitanya, written by 
Professor Sanyal and edited by Śrīla 
Bhaktisiddhānta. The work was writ-
ten with sufficient breadth, depth, 
and excellence to impress the intelli-
gentsia of the West. In its front mat-
ter, the elaborate Table of Contents 
highlighted the intimate connection 
between the ādi-gurus (the prime-
val preceptors of the four Vaiṣṇava 
sampradāyas) and the sampradāyas’ 
founder-ācāryas (the ādi-gurus’ 
extraordinarily empowered repre-

sentatives, who revitalized their dis-
ciplic successions within recorded 
history):

	
The systems of Sree Vishnuswami, 
Sree [Nimbarka], Sree Ramanuja 
and Sree Madhva . . . are connect-
ed with the ancient times by their 
recognition of the [remote] author-
ity of the eternal ancient teachers, 
[namely] Lakshmi, Brahma, Rudra 
and the four [Kumaras], respec-
tively. The four Founder-Acharyas  
of the Iron Age professed to preach  
the views of those original teachers  
of the religion.
	

Shree Krishna Chaitanya strictly 
applied “founder-ācārya” to the  
four sampradāyas’ revitalizers,  
otherwise known as sampradāya-
ācāryas. Since Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta 
founded but a branch of the 
Gauḍīya-sampradāya, itself but an 
extension of the Brahma-Madhva-
sampradāya, he knew some would 
consider him presumptuous if he 
used the title. For the written record, 
however, he allowed Professor San-

Śrīla Rūpa Gosvāmī and Śrīla Narottama Dāsa Ṭhākura

Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura

Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Ṭhākura

Painting by Puṣkara D
āsa

Painting by Puṣkara D
āsa
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Many temples have their own websites, which you can find at our online directory: http://directory.krishna.com. Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we’ve skipped 
the codes for North America (1) and India (91). For information on international calling, go to www.howtocallabroad.com.  ◆ Temples with restaurants or dining          

CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD
The International Society for Krishna Consciousness

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

		  INDIA	 	
		  Agartala, Tripura — Mathchow Muhani, Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur 799 001/ 
				    Tel. (381) 2327053, (381) 2204518, or 9436167045/ premadatadas@rediffmail.com
       		  Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Satellite Rd., Sarkhej Gandhinagar Highway, Bopal Crossing, 
				    380 059/ Tel. (79) 2686-1945, 1644, or 2350/ jasomatinandan.acbsp@pamho.net
		  Allahabad, UP — Hare Krishna Dham, 161 Kashi Raj Nagar, Baluaghat 211 003/ 
				    Tel. (532) 2416718/ iskcon.allahabad@pamho.net
		  Amravati, Maharashtra — Saraswati Colony, Rathi Nagar 444 603/ Tel. (721) 2666849 or 
				    9421805105/ iskconamravati@ymail.com 
		  Amritsar, Punjab — Chowk Moni Bazar, Laxmansar, 143 001/ Tel. (183) 2540177
		  Aravade, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Gram, Tal. Tasgaon, Dist. Sangli/ Tel. (2346) 255766 
				    or 255515, or 9371163955
		  Bangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, Chord Rd., 560 010/ Tel. (80) 23471956 or 
				    23578346/ manjunath36@iskconbangalore.org
		  Bangalore, Karnataka — ISKCON Sri Jagannath Mandir, No. 5, 1st Cross, Sri Puram, Shesha-		
			   dripuram 560 020/ Tel. 9901060738 or 9886709603/ varada.krsna.jps@pamho.net
     ◆	 Baroda, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 021/ Tel. (265) 2310630 or 2331012/ 
				    iskcon.baroda@pamho.net
		  Beed, Maharashtra — Saint Sawata Mali Chowk, MIDC Rd., Beed 431 122/ 
				    Tel. (2442) 231799 or 233054
		  Belgaum, Karnataka — 211 Shukrawar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 590 006/ Tel. (831) 2436267, 
				    2400108, or 4204672/ iskcon.belgaum@pamho.net
		  Bhadrak, Odisha — Gour Gopal Mandir, Kuansh Bhadrak 756 100/ Tel. (6784) 251730
	 ◆	 Bhubaneswar, Odisha — N.H. No. 5, IRC Village, 751 015/ Tel. (674) 2553517, 2553475, 
				    or 2554283/ gm.iskconbbsr.ggs@pamho.net
 		  Brahmapur, Odisha — Hare Krishna Temple, N. H. No. 5, Dist. Ganjam, 760 008/ 
				    Tel. (680) 2116100 or 9437179400/ pancharatna.gkg@pamho.net
		  Brahmapur, Odisha — Sri Rama Govinda Mandir, Aska Rd., at Post Ankuspur, Brahmapur, 
				    Dist. Ganjam, 761 100/ Tel. (680) 2485720/ srigopalccd@yahoo.co.in
		  Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78, Krishna Nagar, Dist. Gadchiroli, Chamorshi 264 403/ 
				    Tel. 09423422914
	 	 Chandigarh, Punjab — Hare Krishna Dham, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ Tel. (172) 260-1590 
				    or 260-3232/ iskcon.chandigarh@pamho.net
		  Chennai — Hare Krishna Land, off ECR, Akkarai, Sholinganallur, Chennai 600 119/ 
				    Tel. (44) 24530921 or 24530923/ iskconchennai@gmail.com 
		  Coimbatore, TN — Jagannath Mandir, Hare Krishna Land, Aerodrome P.O., Opp. CIT, 641 014/
				    Tel. (422) 2574508, 2574812, or 2574813/ info@iskcon-coimbatore.org
		  Dwarka, Gujarat — Bharatiya Bhavan, Devi Bhavan Rd., 361 335/ Tel. (2892) 34606 
		  Gadei Giri, Odisha — Post Alabol via Balikuda, Dist. Jagatsinghpur, 754 108/ Tel. (6724) 
				    238112/ srigopalccd@yahoo.co.in
		  Ghaziabad, UP — Hare Krishna Marg, R-11/35, Raj Nagar, 201 002/ Tel. 9312438001 
				    or 9312438000/ iskcon.ghaziabad@pamho.net
		  Guntur, AP — Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509
		  Guwahati, Assam — Ulubari Chariali, South Sarania, 781 007/ Tel. (361) 2525963/ 
				    iskcon.guwahati@pamho.net
		  Hanumkonda, AP — Neeladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506 011/ Tel. (8712) 77399
		  Haridaspur, WB — P.O. Chhaygharia, Bangaon, 24 Parganas, 743 704/ Tel. (3215) 57856
		  Haridwar, Uttaranchal — Prabhupada Ashram, G. House, Nai Basti, Mahadev Nagar, Bhimgoda 
				    249 401/ Tel. (1334) 260818 or 9411371870
		  Hyderabad, AP — Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ Tel. 8106130279 or (40) 		
				    24744969/ iskcon.hyderabad@pamho.net (Guesthouse: guesthouse.iskconhyd@pamho.net)
	 	 Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Rd., 795 001/ Tel. (385) 2455693/ 
				    manimandir@sancharnet.in
	  	 Indore, MP — ISKCON, Nipania, Indore/ Tel. 9300474043/ mahaman.acbsp@pamho.net
	  	 Jaipur, Rajasthan – Sri Sri Giridhari Dauji Mandir, ISKCON Road, Village Dholai (Opp. Vijay Path), 	
				    Mansarovar, New Sanganer Road, Jaipur 302020 (mail: ISKCON, 117/326 Agarwal Farm, 
				    Mansarovar, Jaipur 302020)/ Tel. (141) 2782765, 2781860, or (mobile) 9351549864/ 
				    jaipur@pamho.net
	 	 Jhansi, UP — Inside Saiyar Gate, Near Kali Badi/ Tel. (510) 2443602
		  Kanpur, UP — Mainawati Marg, Bithur Rd., Nawabganj, 208 002/ Tel. 9037188117, 9198707801,
				    or 9198707804/ iskcon.kanpur@pamho.net
		  Katra, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Sri Kalika Mata Mandir, Katra Vaishnodevi, 
				    182 101/ Tel. (1991) 233047
		  Kolkata, WB — 3C Albert Rd., 700 017 (behind Minto Park, opp. Birla High School)/ 
				    Tel. (33) 3028-9258 or -9280/ iskcon.calcutta@pamho.net
	     ◆	 Kurukshetra, Haryana — ISKCON, Main Bazaar, 136 118/ Tel. (1744) 234806 or 235529
		  Lucknow, UP — 1 Ashok Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg, 226 018/ Tel. (522) 2636500, 
				    9415235050 or 9415008065/ lucknow@pamho.net
		  Ludhiana, Punjab — Sterling Tower, Vrindavan Rd., Civil Lines, 141 001/ Tel. 9316970600 
				    or (161) 2770600 / iskcon.ludhiana@pamho.net
		  Madurai, TN — 37 Maninagaram Main Rd., 625 001/ Tel. (452) 274-6472
	  	 Mangalore, Karnataka — ISKCON Sri Jagannath Mandir, near Hotel Woodlands, 
				    Bunts Hotel Rd., 575 003/ Tel. (824) 2423326 or 2442756, or 9844325616
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yal to confidently refer to him as the  
Gauḍīya Mission’s “founder-acharyya”  
within the pages of the Harmonist.11 

In Part Four of this series, 
we’ll see another reason why Śrīla 
Bhaktisiddhānta could, with similar 
confidence later, forgo the founder-
ācārya title: he could foresee what 
would soon befall his own institu-
tion, as well as the one disciple who 
would be ready, willing, and able  
to start a fresh branch of Lord Cai-
tanya’s mission, far away from 
Mother India.

	
NOTES

1 Letter to Kīrtanānanda, 25 January  
1969.
2 Letter to Dinesh, 31 October 1969. 
More letters from Prabhupāda about 
the disciplic succession can be 
found in the Bhaktivedanta Veda-
Base under Contents/Compilations/
Siksamrta/Spiritual Master and Dis-
ciple/Our Parampara and Other 
Sampradayas.
3 Spiritual masters following Lord 

LOOKING FOR NEWS OF THE 
HARE KRSNA MOVEMENT?

Log on to www.iskconnews.org

The Internet is 
the ideal place 
for timely news,  
and iskcon.
com, run by 
ISKCON Com- 
munications,  
maintains an 
active news 
page. So wheth- 
er you want 
to see what’s 
happening in 
ISKCON or 
have some 
news to report, 
log on to 
www.iskcon 
news.org.

Caitanya, who appeared in Bengal, 
India, sometimes called Gaudadesa.
4 For more about the origin and evo-
lution of the Viśva Vaiṣṇava Rāja 
Sabha, see Bhakti Vikāśa Swami’s 
Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta Vaibhava, 
Volume 1, pp. 70–73.
5 Bhakti-rasāmṛta-sindhu, 1.2.100.
6 The Nectar of Devotion, Chapter 6, 
devotional principle (4), p. 53.
7 A complete account of Lokanātha’s 
accepting Narottama may be found in  
Dr. O. B. L. Kapoor’s The Goswamis  
of Vrindavan.
8 The Nectar of Devotion, Preface, 
sentence 2.
9 This version is based on Jayapatāka 
Swami’s translation of Harināma-
cintāmaṇi texts in his 1989 Vyāsa-
pūjā offering, as well as Bhānu 
Swami’s narrative version of the texts, 
both available on the Bhaktivedanta  
VedaBase.
10 For the evolution of the founder-
ācārya phrase within the literature  
of the Gauḍīya Mission, see Ravīndra  
Svarūpa Dāsa’s definitive Śrīla 
Prabhupāda, the Founder-Ācārya of 

ISKCON, pp. 32–46, at www.founder- 
acharya.com. 
11 Harmonist 28.5:131 & 33.4:90–96. 
	
In the next issue:  
Having looked at the historical 
development of the founder-ācārya 
principle in the Gauḍīya Vaiṣṇava 
tradition, in Part Three of our series 
we will see how Śrīla Prabhupāda 
emerged as the founder-ācārya of a 
dynamic new branch of Lord Cai-
tanya’s community, the International 
Society for Krishna Consciousness 
(ISKCON).
	
Sureśvara Dāsa joined the Hare 
Kṛṣṇa movement in 1970. Since 
2011, on behalf of a committee of 
ISKCON’s Governing Body Com-
mission called “Śrīla Prabhupāda’s 
Position,” he has been traveling the 
ISKCON world, presenting the sem-
inar series “Śrīla Prabhupāda, Our 
Founder-Ācārya.” To find out how 
to bring the series to your area, 
please write to Sureśvara at suresvara 
@gmail.com. 

	 	

	 ◆	 Mayapur, WB — ISKCON, Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham, Dist. 
				    Nadia, 741 313/ Tel. (3472) 245620, 245240, or 245355/ mayapur.chandrodaya@pamho.net
		  Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Enkhol, Tidim Rd./ Tel. (3879) 795133
	 ◆	 Mumbai, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (22) 26206860/  
				    info@iskconmumbai.com; guest.house.bombay@pamho.net
	 ◆	 Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Chowpatty 400 007/ Tel. (22) 23665500/ 
				    info@radhagopinath.com
  		  Mumbai, Maharashtra — Shristhi Complex, Mira Rd. (E), opposite Royal College, Dist. Thane, 
				    401 107/ Tel. (22) 2811-7795 or -7796/ jagjivan.gkg@pamho.net
		  Mysore, Karnataka — #31, 18th Cross, Jayanagar, 570 014/ Tel. (821) 2500582 or 6567333/ 
				    mysore.iskcon@gmail.com
 		  Nagpur, Maharashtra — Empress City Mall, Opp. Raman Science Centre, Gandhi Sagar Lake, 440017/ 
				    Tel. 9049828549, 9823014688, or 9766447719/ iskcon.nagpur@pamho.net		
		  Nellore, AP — ISKCON City, Hare Krishna Rd., 524 004/ Tel. (861) 2314577 or 9215536589/ 			 
				    sukadevaswami@gmail.com
	   ◆  	New Delhi — Hare Krishna Hill, Sant Nagar Main Rd., East of Kailash, 110 065/ Tel. (011) 2623-5133, 
				    4, 5, 6, or 7/ delhi@pamho.net; (Guesthouse: guest.house.new.delhi@pamho.net)
	 ● 	 New Delhi — 41/77, Punjabi Bagh (West), 110 026/ Tel. (11) 25222851 or 25227478
	 	 Noida, UP — A-5, Sector-33, 201 301 (Opposite NTPC office)/ Tel. (120) 2506211 
	  	 Pandharpur, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Dhama, East Bank of Chandrabhaga River, Pandharpur, 
				    Dist. Solapur, 413 304/ Tel. (2186) 267242 or 267266, or 9423335991/ 
				    iskcon.pandharpur@pamho.net
		  Patna, Bihar — Sri Sri Banke Bihariji Mandir, Golok Dham, Budha Marg, Patna-1/ Tel. (612) 2220794, 		
				    2687637, or 2685081; or 9431021881/ krishna.kripa.jps@pamho.net
		  Pondicherry — No. 2b, First Floor, 7th Crosscutting (above Sai Department Stores), Krishna Nagar Main 		
				    Road, Krishna Nagar, Lawspet, Pondicherry 605 008/ Tel. (0413) 2210402 or (mobile) 
				    09940864086 or 08190018108/ iskconpondy@gmail.com
		  Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (20) 41033222 or 41033223/  
				    nvcc@iskconpune.in 
		  Puri, Odisha — Bhakti Kuti, Swargadwar, 752 001/ Tel. (6752) 231440
		  Raipur, Chhatisgarh — Hare Krishna Land, Alopi Nagar, Opposite Maharshi Vidyalaya, Tatibandh, 		
				    Raipur 492 001/ Tel. (771) 5037555 or 9893276985/ iskconraipur@yahoo.com
		  Rajkot, Gujarat — Sri Sri Radha Neelmadhav Dham, Kalawad Rd., Opposite Kankot Patiya, 
				    Mota Mava, 360 005/ Tel. 9898550185/ vaishnavseva@yahoo.co.in
		  Ranaghat, WB — Gourdham, Habibpur, Ranaghat, Dist. Nadia, 741 403/ Tel. (3473) 
				    281150 or 281226/ shyamrup.jps@pamho.net
		  Salem, TN — ISKCON, Hare Krishna Land, Karuppur 636 012/ Tel. (427) 2001686/ 
				    iskcon.salem@pamho.net
		  Secunderabad, AP — 27 St. John’s Rd., 500 026/ Tel. (40) 780-5232
		  Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Dist. Cachar, 788 004/ Tel. (3842) 34615
	  	 Siliguri, WB — ISKCON Rd., Gitalpara, 734 406/ Tel. (353) 426619, 539046, or 539082
            Solapur, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Land, 171/2 Uttar Kasabe, Akkalkot Rd., Bhaktivedanta Marg, near  
	 New Jakat Naka, Dist. Solapur, 413006/ Tel. 9371178393 or 9370651251/ shursendas@yahoo.co.in
		  Sri Rangam, TN — 103 Amma Mandapam Rd., Sri Rangam, Trichy 620 006/ 
				    Tel. (431) 2433945/ iskcon_srirangam@yahoo.com.in
		  Surat, Gujarat — Ashram Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel. (261) 2765891 or 2765516/ surat@pamho.net
	 ● 	 Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala — Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 695 014/ Tel. (471) 2328197/ jsdasa@yahoo.co.in
		  Tirunelveli, TN — 10B Tiruvananthapuram, Near Vannarapettai Circle, 627 002/ Tel. (462) 2501640
     ◆		 Tirupati, AP — K.T. Rd., Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel. (877) 2231760 or 2230009/
				    revati.raman.jps@pamho.net (Guesthouse: guesthouse.tirupati@pamho.net)
		  Udhampur, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Srila Prabhupada Marg, Srila Prabhupada Nagar,  
				    182 101/ Tel. (1992) 270298/ info@iskconudhampur.com
	 	 Ujjain, MP — 35–37 Hare Krishna Land, Bharatpuri, 456 010/ Tel. (734) 2535000 or 2531000, 
				    or 9300969016/ iskcon.ujjain@pamho.net
	  	 Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — Opp. B&B Polytechnic, Mota Bazaar, Ananda, 388 120/ Tel. (2692) 		
				    230796 or 233012/ iskcon.vvnagar@pamho.net
		  Varanasi, UP — ISKCON, B 27/80 Durgakund Rd., Near Durgakund Police Station, Varanasi 
				    221 010/ Tel. (542) 246422 or 222617
		  Vellore, TN — Chennai Ext. Centre, 10–12, 10th East Cross Road, Gandhi Nagar, 632 006
		  Vijayawada, AP — Venkatapalem Karakatta Rd., Undavalli Village, Tadepalli Mandaal, Vijayawada, 
				    Dist. Guntur, 522 501/ Tel. (8645) 272513/ mmdasiskconvijayawada@gmail.com
		  Visakhapatnam, AP — Hare Krishna Land, Sagaranagar-45 (City office and mail: Plot No. 52, 			 
				    Pandurangapuram, Beach Rd., Visakhapatnam 530 043)/ Tel. (891)2528376 or 6537625/ 
				    samba.jps@pamho.net (Guesthouse: guesthouse.vizag@pamho.net)
	    ◆	 Vrindavan, UP — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Dist. Mathura, 
				    281 124/ Tel. &  Fax: (565) 2540728/ iskcon.vrindavan@pamho.net; 
				    (Guesthouse: Tel. (565) 2540022; ramamani@sancharnet.in)
	   	Warangal, AP — Mulugu Rd., Ayappa Pidipally, 506 007/ Tel. (8712) 426182
		  Yamunanagar, Haryana — ISKCON Hare Krishna Dham, Hare Krishna Marg, Raghunathpuri, 
				    Yamunanagar 135001/ Tel. (1732) 321001 or (mobile) 09355330775/ vishu_bakshi05@yahoo.co.in

			   RURAL COMMUNITIES
 		  Ahmedabad District, Gujarat (Hare Krishna Farm) — Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)
		  Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj
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	 	 Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dist. Gadhachiroli, 442 603/ Tel. (218) 623473
		  Hyderabad, AP (New Naimisaranya Farm) — P.O. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., Dist. R.R., 
				    501 401/ Tel. (40) 65520070 or 9440057263/ naimisaranya@pamho.net
		  Indore, MP (Krishna-Balarama Mandir) — Hare Krishna Vihar, Nipania Village/ Tel. (731) 572794
		  Mayapur, WB — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)
		  Puri, Odisha — ISKCON, Bhaktivedanta Ashram, Sipasirubuli, 752 001/ Tel. (6752)  230494 
		  Surat, Gujarat — Bhaktivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surat-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur,  
				    P. O. Gangadhara, Dist. Surat, 394 310/ Tel. (2622) 63546
		  Vrindavan, UP — Vrinda Kund, Nandagaon, Dist. Mathura
			   ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
 		  Kolkata, WB — Govinda’s, ISKCON House, 22 Gurusaday Rd., 700 019/ Tel. (33) 24866922 
				    or 24866009
		  Surat, Gujarat — Ashram Rd., Jahangirpura 395005/ Tel. (261) 2765891 or 2765516/ 
				    surat@pamho.net

		  CANADA
		  Brampton, Ontario — 6 George Street South, 2nd Floor, L6Y 1P3/ Tel. (416) 648-3312/ 		
				    iskconbrampton@gmail.com
		  Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth St. N.E., T2E 3S3/ Tel. (403) 265-3302/ vamanstones@shaw.ca
		  Edmonton, Alberta — 9353 35th Ave. NW, T6E 5R5/ Tel. (780) 439-9999/ 
				    harekrishna.edmonton@gmail.com
		  Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie IX Blvd., H1V 2C5/ Tel. & fax: (514) 521-1301/ 
				    iskconmontreal@gmail.com
	 ◆	 Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St. E., K1N 6V4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544/ iskconottawa@sympatico.ca
		  Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack St., S4T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-0002 or -6461/ 		
				    jagadishadas@yahoo.com
	 ◆	 Toronto, Ontario — 243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415/ info@torontokrishna.com	
	 ◆	 Vancouver, B. C. – 5462 S. E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5J 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-9728/ 
				    naradmunidas@hotmail.com
			   RURAL COMMUNITY
		  Ashcroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama, Venables Valley (mail: P. O. Box 99, V0K 1A0)/ 
				    info@saranagati.ca

 		  U.S.A.
	 	Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., 30306/ Tel. & fax: (404) 377-8680/ 
				    admin@atlantaharekrishnas.com
		  Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410) 744-1624/ 
				    contact@iskconbaltimore.org
		  Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart St., 94705/ Tel. (510) 540-9215/ rajan416@yahoo.com
		  Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/ boise_temple@yahoo.com
		  Boston, Massachusetts — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/ 
				    info@iskconboston.org	
		  Chicago, Illinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (773) 973-0900/ chicagoiskcon@yahoo.com
		  Columbus, Ohio — 379 W. Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/ premvilasdas.rns@gmail.com
 	 ◆ 	Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330/ txkrishnas@aol.com; restaurant: 	
				    vegetariantaste@aol.com
	 ◆ 	Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-9052
		  Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ gaurangi108@hotmail.com
		  Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (352) 336-4183/ 
				    kalakantha.acbsp@pamho.net
		  Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. & fax: (860) 289-7252/
				    pyari108@gmail.com
	 ◆ 	Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 595-4913/ hawaii.iskcon@gmail.com
		  Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482/ management@iskconhouston.org
		  Kansas City, Missouri — 5201 Paseo Blvd., 64110/ Tel. (816) 924-5619/ rvc@rvc.edu
	  	 Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion St., 92651/ Tel. (949) 494-7029/ info@lagunatemple.com
		  Las Vegas, Nevada — Govinda’s Center of Vedic India, 7181 Dean Martin Dr., 89118/ 
				    Tel. (702) 434-8332/ info@govindascenter.com
	 ◆ 	Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676/ 
				    membership@harekrishnala.com
	 ◆ 	Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 (mail: 3109 Grand Ave., #491, Coconut Grove, FL 		
				    33133)/ Tel. (305) 461-1348/ devotionalservice@iskcon-miami.org
		  New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 304-0032 (office) or 
				    (504) 638-1944 (temple)/ gopal211@aol.com
	 ◆ 	New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714/  
				    ramabhadra@aol.com
		  Orlando, Florida — 2651 Rouse Rd., 32817/ Tel. (407) 257-3865/ info@iskconorlando.com
		  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Ln., 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600/ 
				    iskconphilly@aol.com
	 ◆	 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South St., 19146/ Tel. (215) 985-9303/ savecows@aol.com
			   Phoenix, Arizona — 100 S. Weber Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel. (480) 705-4900/ 
					     premadhatridd@live.com
             Portland, Oregon — 612, N. 1st Ave., Hillsboro, 97124/ Tel. 503-567-7363/ info@iskconportland.com
      ◆   St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085 or 534-1708/ 
	 iskcon.stl@pamho.net
			   Salt Lake City, Utah — 965 E. 3370 South, 84106/ Tel. (801) 487-4005/ utahkrishnas@gmail.com
		  San Antonio, Texas — 6772 Oxford Trace, 78240/ Tel. (210) 401-6576/ aadasa@gmail.com
	 ◆	 San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (858) 483-2500 or 272-8263/  
				    krishna.sandiego@gmail.com
		  San Jose, California — Mountain View, California, 1965 Latham St., 94040/ Tel. (650) 336-7993/ 	
				    isvtemple108@gmail.com
		  Seattle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. S.E., Sammamish, 98075/ Tel. (425) 246-8436/ 
            		  info@vedicculturalcenter.org
	 ◆	 Spanish Fork, Utah — Krishna Temple Project & KHQN Radio, 8628 S. State Rd., 84660/ 
				    Tel. (801) 798-3559/ utahkrishnas@gmail.com

		  Tallahassee, Florida — 4601 Crawfordville Rd., 32305/ Tel. 850-727-5785/ tallahassee.iskcon@gmail.com	
		  Towaco, New Jersey — 100 Jacksonville Rd., 07082/ Tel. & fax: (973) 299-0970/ 
				    madhupati.jas@pamho.net	
	 ◆ 	Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ sandaminidd@cs.com
		  Washington, D.C. — 10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100/  
 				    info@iskconofdc.org						    
		  RURAL COMMUNITIES
		  Alachua, Florida (New Raman Reti) — 17306 N.W. 112th Blvd., 32615/ Tel. (386) 462-2017/ 		
				    alachuatemple@gmail.com
		  Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Rd., 39426/ Tel. (601) 213-3586/ 
				    newtalavana@gmail.com						    
		  Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — Carr. 181, Km. 16.3, Bo. Santa Rita, Gurabo 
				    (mail: HC-01, Box 8440, Gurabo, PR 00778)/ Tel. (787) 367-3530 or (787) 737-1722/ 
				    manonatha@gmail.com
		  Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/ 
				    Tel. (919) 732-6492/ bkgoswami@earthlink.net
	     ◆	 Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindaban) — R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna 
				    Ridge, 26041/ Tel. (304) 843-1600; Guest House, (304) 845-5905/ 
				    mail@newvrindaban.com
		  Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — 532 Murari Ln., 37359/ Tel. (931) 759-6888/ 
				    murari_sevaka@yahoo.com
		  Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — 534 Gita Nagari Rd., 17082/ Tel. (717) 527-4101/  
				    dhruva.bts@pamho.net
		  Sandy Ridge, North Carolina — Prabhupada Village, 1283 Prabhupada Rd., 27046/ 
				    Tel. (336) 593-9888/ madanmohanmohini72@gmail.com
			   ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
		  Hato Rey, Puerto Rico — Tamal Krishna’s Veggie Garden, 131 Eleanor Roosevelt, 00918/ 
				    Tel. (787) 754-6959/ tkveggiegarden@aol.com

		  UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND
		  Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Ln., BT17 OHE/ 
				    Tel. +44 (28) 9062 0530
		  Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgbaston B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (121) 420 4999/
				    birmingham@iskcon.org.uk
	 ◆	 Cardiff, Wales — Cafe Atma / The Soul Centre, 40 Crwys Road, Cathays, CF24 4NN/ 
				    +44 (29) 20 390 391, cafe.atma@gmail.com
		  Coventry, England —  Kingfield Rd., Coventry (mail: 19 Gloucester St., Coventry CV1 3BZ)/  
				    Tel. +44 (24) 7655 2822 or 5420/ haridas.kds@pamho.net
	 ◆	 Dublin, Ireland — 83 Middle Abbey St., Dublin 1/ Tel. +353 (1) 661 5095/ dublin@krishna.ie; 		
				    Govinda’s: info@govindas.ie
 		  Leicester, England — 31 Granby Street, LE1 6EP/ Tel. +44 (0) 7597 786 676/ 
				    pradyumna.jas@pamho.net
		  Lesmahagow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire, 
				    ML11 0ES/ Tel. +44 (1555) 894790/ karunabhavan@aol.com
     ◆		 London, England (city) — Radha-Krishna Temple, 10 Soho Street, W1D 3DL/ 
				    Tel. +44 (20) 7437 3662; shop, 7440 5221; Govinda’s Restaurant, 7440 5229/ 
				    info@iskcon-london.org
	 ◆  	London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Ln., Watford, Herts, 		
				    WD25 8EZ/ Tel. +44 (1923) 851000/ info@krishnatemple.com; (for accommodations:) 		
				    bmguesthouse@krishna.com
		  London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Rd., South Norwood, SE25 5NG/ Tel. +44 
				    7988857530/ krishnaprema89@hotmail.com
		  London, England (Kings Cross) — 102 Caledonian Rd., Kings Cross, Islington, N1 9DN/ 
				    Tel. +44 (20) 7168 5732/ foodforalluk@aol.com
		  Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, M16 8FT/ Tel. +44 (161) 226 4416/ 		
				    contact@iskconmanchester.com			 
		  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., NE4 6AR/ Tel. +44 (191) 272 1911
	 ◆	 Swansea, Wales — Govinda's, 8 Craddock Street, SA1 3EN/ +44 (1792) 468 469/ 
				    info@iskconwales.org.uk; restaurant, info@govindas.org.uk
		  	  RURAL COMMUNITIES	
		  London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor: Krishna conscious programs are held 
				    regularly in more than forty other cities in the U.K. For information, contact ISKCON 
				    Reader Services, P. O. Box 730, Watford WD25 8EZ, UK; www.iskcon.org.uk) 
		  Upper Lough Erne, Northern Ireland — Govindadwipa Dhama, Inisrath Island, Derrylin, 
				    Co. Fermanagh, BT92 9GN/ Tel. +44 (28) 6772 1512/ govindadwipa@pamho.net
		  	 ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT	
		  Dublin, Ireland — Govinda’s, 4 Aungier St., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (1) 475 0309/ info@govindas.ie 		

				    AUSTRALASIA
        			   AUSTRALIA
		  Adelaide — 25 Le Hunte St. (mail: P.O. Box 114, Kilburn, SA 5084)/ Tel. & fax: +61 (8) 8359-		
				    5120/ iskconsa@tpg.com.au
		  Brisbane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.O. Box 83, Indooroopilly), QLD 4068/ 
				    Tel. +61 (7) 3379-5455
		  Canberra — 44 Limestone Ave., Ainslie, ACT 2602 (mail: P.O. Box 1411, Canberra, ACT 2601)/ 
				    Tel. & fax: +61 (2) 6262-6208
		  Melbourne — 197 Danks St. (mail: P.O. Box 125), Albert Park, VIC 3206/ Tel. +61 (3) 9699-5122/ 
				    melbourne@pamho.net
		  Perth — 155–159 Canning Rd., Kalamunda (mail: P.O. Box 201 Kalamunda 6076)/ Tel. +61 (8) 		
				    6293-1519/ perth@pamho.net
		  Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 (mail: P.O. Box 459, Cammeray, NSW 2062)/ 		
				    Tel. +61 (2) 9959-4558/ admin@iskcon.com.au
		  Sydney — Govinda’s Yoga and Meditation Centre, 112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst NSW 2010 		
				    (mail: P.O. Box 174, Kings Cross 1340)/ Tel. +61 (2) 9380-5162/ sita@govindas.com.au

CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

		  	 RURAL COMMUNITIES
		  Bambra, VIC (New Nandagram) — 50 Seaches Outlet, off 1265 Winchelsea Deans Marsh Rd., 		
				    Bambra VIC 3241/ Tel. +61 (3) 5288-7383 
	  	 Cessnock, NSW (New Gokula) — Lewis Lane, off Mount View Rd., Millfield, near Cessnock (mail: 	
				    P.O. Box 399, Cessnock, NSW 2325)/ Tel. +61 (2) 4998-1800/ iskconfarm@mac.com
		  Murwillumbah, NSW (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella (mail: P.O. Box 687), NSW 		
				    2484/ Tel. +61 (2) 6672-6579/ ajita@in.com.au	
			   RESTAURANTS
  		  Brisbane — Govinda’s, 99 Elizabeth St., 1st Floor, QLD 4000/ Tel. +61 (7) 3210-0255
		  Brisbane — Krishna’s Cafe, 1st Floor, 82 Vulture St., West End, QLD 4000/ brisbane@pamho.net
		  Burleigh Heads — Govinda’s, 20 James St., Burleigh Heads, QLD 4220/ Tel. +61 (7) 5607-0782/ 	
				    ajita@in.com.au
		  Maroochydore — Govinda’s Vegetarian Cafe, 2/7 First Ave., QLD 4558/ Tel. +61 (7) 5451-0299
		  Melbourne — Crossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (3) 9650-2939
		  Melbourne — Gopal’s, 139 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (3) 9650-1578
		  Perth — Govinda’s Restaurant, 194 William St., Northbridge, W. A. 6003/ Tel. +61 (8) 9227-1684/ 	
				    perth@pamho.net
			   NEW ZEALAND AND FIJI
		  Christchurch, NZ — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 25-190)/ Tel. +64 (3) 366-5174/ 
				    iskconchch@clear.net.nz
		  Hamilton, NZ — 188 Maui St., RD 8, Te Rapa/ Tel. +64 (7) 850-5108/ rmaster@wave.co.nz
		  Labasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.O. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912
		  Lautoka, Fiji — 5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 6664112/ regprakash@excite.com
		  Nausori, Fiji — Hare Krishna Cultural Centre, 2nd Floor, Shop & Save Building, 11 Gulam Nadi 		
				    St., Nausori Town (mail: P.O. Box 2183, Govt. Bldgs., Suva)/ Tel. +679 9969748 or 		
				    3475097/ vdas@frca.org.fj 
		  Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa (mail: P.O. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243
		  Sigatoka, Fiji — Sri Sri Radha Damodar Temple, Off Mission St., Sigatoka Town/ Tel. +679 		
				    9373703 or 6520866/ drgsmarna@connect.com.fj
         	 Suva, Fiji — 166 Brewster Street (mail: P.O. Box 4229, Samabula)/ Tel. +679 3318441/ 
				    iskconsuva@connect.com.fj	    		           			 
		  Wellington, NZ — 105 Newlands Rd., Newlands/ Tel. +64 (4) 478-4108/ 
				    info@iskconwellington.org.nz
        	 	 Wellington, NZ — Gaura Yoga Centre, 1st Floor, 175 Vivian Street (mail: P.O. Box 6271, 
				    Marion Square)/ Tel. +64 (4) 801-5500/ yoga@gaurayoga.co.nz
 			   RURAL COMMUNITY
		  Auckland, NZ (New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course (mail: R.D. 2, 		
				    Kumeu)/ Tel. +64 (9) 412-8075
			   RESTAURANT
		  Wellington, NZ — Higher Taste Hare Krishna Restaurant, Old Bank Arcade, Ground Floor, 
				    Corner Customhouse, Quay & Hunter St., Wellington/ Tel. +64 (4) 472-2233 

		  EUROPE (partial list)
		  Abentheuer — Bückingstr. 4a-8, 55767 Abentheuer/ Tel. +49: (6782) 2214 or (6782) 109 845/ 
				    info@goloka-dhama.de 
		  Amsterdam — Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 JX/ Tel. +31 (20) 675-1404/ contact@amsterdhama.nl
		  Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12, Entlo 2, 08002/ Tel. +34 93 302-5194/ templobcn@hotmail.com
		  Bergamo, Italy — Villaggio Hare Krishna (da Medolago strada per Terno d’Isola), 24040 
				    Chignolo d’Isola (BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 4940706/ villagio.hare.krsna@hare.krsna.it
		  Budapest — III. Lehel Street 15–17 (Csillaghedy), 1039 Budapest/ Tel. +36 (1) 391-0435/ 
				    nai@pamho.net
	 	 Copenhagen — Skjulhøj Alle 44, 2720 Vanløse, Copenhagen/ Tel. +45 4828 6446/ 
				    iskcon.denmark@pamho.net		
		  Grödinge, Sweden — Radha-Krishna Temple, Korsnäs Gård, 14792 Grödinge/ Tel. +46 (8) 		
				    53029800/ bmd@pamho.net
		  Helsinki — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D (Ill krs) 00180/ Tel. +358 (9) 694-9879 or -9837/ 
				    Email: harekrishna@harekrishna.fi
	 ◆	 Lisbon — Rua Dona Estefãnia, 91 R/C 1000 Lisboa/ Tel. & fax: +351 (1) 314-0314 or 352-0038
		  Madrid — Espíritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid/ Tel. +34 91 521-3096
		  Oslo — Bauneveien 4, 1182 Oslo/ Tel. +47 94 23 45 55/ info@harekrishna.no 	
   	 	 Paris — 230 Avenue de la Division Leclerc, 95200 Sarcelles Village/ Tel. +33 682590079/  
				    paris@pamho.net
		  Prague, Czech Republic — Postal address: Hare Krishna Temple, Luzce 48, 267 18, post office 		
				    Karlstejn, Czech Republic (for directions: http://harekrsna.cz/cvs/how_get_there)/ 
				    Tel. +420 311 516 558 or +420 603 205 991/ info@harekrsna.cz	
	   ◆	 Radhadesh, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, 6940 Septon-Durbuy/ Tel. +32 (086) 
				    322926 (restaurant: 321421)/ radhadesh@pamho.net
	 ◆	 Rome — Govinda Centro Hare Krsna, via di Santa Maria del Pianto 16, 00186/ 
				    Tel. +39 (6) 68891540/ govinda.roma@harekrsna.it
	 ◆	 Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240/ Tel. +46 (08) 654-9002; Restaurant: Tel. & fax: +46 (8) 		
			   654-9004/ lokanatha@hotmail.com					   
		  Warsaw — Mysiadlo k. Warszawy, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11/ Tel. +48 (22) 750-7797 
				    or -8247/ kryszna@post.pl
		  Zürich — Bergstrasse 54, 8032/ Tel. +41 (044) 262 33 88/ kgs@pamho.net
			   RURAL COMMUNITIES      
		  France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d’Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Mâle/ 
				    Tel. +33 (2) 5440-2395
		  Germany (Simhachalam) — Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel. +49 (8583) 316/ 
				    info@simhachalam.de
		  Hungary (New Vraja-dhama) — Krisna-völgy, 8699 Somogyvamos, Fö u, 38/ Tel. & fax: 
				    +36 (85) 540-002 or 340-185/ info@krisnavolgy.hu
		  Italy (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Scopeti 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (FL)/ Tel. +39 (55) 
				    820054/ isvaripriya@libero.it
		  Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 949 280436

			   ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
		  Cologne, Germany — Govindam, Roonstrasse 3, 50674 Köln
		  Denmark, Copenhagen — Govinda Vegetar Take-away, Aboulevard 7 st th, 1635 Copenhagen V/ 
				    Tel. +45 32140362/ info@govinda.dk
		  Locarno, Switzerland — Govinda Restaurant, Via Della Motta 10, Locarno 6600/ Tel. +41 (91) 		
				    7523852 or 796260804/ radhakanta@pamho.net
		  Milan — Govinda’s, Via Valpetrosa 5, 20123/ Tel. +39 (2) 862417  
		  Oslo — Krishna’s Cuisine, Sørkedalsveien 10, 0369 Oslo/ Tel. +47 (2) 269-2269
		  Zürich, Switzerland — Mohini, Weinbergstr, 15, 8001 Zürich/ Tel. +41 44 252 52 11/ 
				    info@mohini.ch

	 	 COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)
		  Kiev — 16, Zorany per., 04078/ Tel. +380 (44) 4338312, 4347028, or 4345533
		  Moscow — Leningradsky Prospect, Vladenie 39 (mail: Begovaya str., 13, OPS 284, a/ya 17, 
				    125284 Moscow)/ Tel. +7 (495) 7394377/ temple@veda.ru

		  ASIA (partial list)
	 	 Bangkok, Thailand — Soi 3, Tanon Itsarapap, Toonburi/ Tel. +66 29445346, 814455401, 
				    or 897810623/ swami.bvv.narasimha@pamho.net
		  Chittagong, Bangladesh — Sri Krishna Mandir, in front of Afmi Plaza, Prabartak Sangha (mail: 
				    P.O. Box 440)/ Tel. +880 (31) 2551950, 610822; or 1819395948/ iskconctg@gmail.com
		  Dhaka, Bangladesh — 79 Swamibag, Dhaka-11/ Tel. +880 (2) 7122747 or 7122488/ info@iskconbd.org
		  Hong Kong — 6/F Oceanview Court, 27 Chatham Road South (mail: P.O. Box 98919)/ 
				    Tel. +852 (2) 739-6818/ iskcon.hong.kong@pamho.net
		  Jakarta, Indonesia — Yayasan Radha-Govinda, P.O. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ 
				    Tel. +62 (21) 489-9646/ matsyads@bogor.wasantara.net.id 
	 	 Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha (mail: GPO Box 3520)/ Tel. +977 (1) 4373790 or 4373786/ 	
				    (Attn: ISKCON)/ iskconkathmandu@gmail.com
		  Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, 58200 Kuala Lumpur/ 
				    Tel. +60 (3) 7980-7355/ president@iskconkl.com
		  Manila, Philippines — Radha-Madhava Center, #9105 Banuyo St., San Antonio village, Makati 		
				    City/ Tel. +63 (2) 8963357; Tel. & fax: +63 (2) 8901947/ iskconmanila@yahoo.com
		  Myitkyina, Myanmar — ISKCON Sri Jagannath Temple, Bogyoke Street, Shansu Taung, 
				    Myitkyina, Kachin State/ mahanadi@mptmail.net.mm
		  Tai Pei, Taiwan — Zhong Xiao East Rd. Sec. 2, Lane 39, Alley 2, No. 3, 2F/ Tel. +886 (2) 2395-
				    6010 or 2395-6715/ dayal.nitai.tkg@pamho.net
		  Tokyo, Japan — 2-23-4 Funabori, Edogawa-ku, Tokyo 134-0091/ Tel. +81 (3) 3877-3000/ 
				    iskcon.new.gaya.japan@gmail.com

	      LATIN AMERICA (partial list)
	 ◆ 	 Buenos Aires, Argentina – Ciudad de la Paz 394, Colegiales CP 1427/ Tel. +54 4554-0113 or 
				    3532-9996/ Iskconargentina@gmail.com; Restaurante Naturaleza Divina/ Tel. 3532-9996/ 
				    nat.div@gmail.com
		  Caracas, Venezuela — Ave. Los Proceres (con Calle Marquez del Toro), San Bernardino/
				    Tel. +58 (212) 550-1818 
	 	 Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 and V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (4) 308412 or 309420
  	 ◆ 	 Lima, Peru — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (1) 444-2871  
		  Mexico City, Mexico — Tiburcio Montiel 45, Colonia San Miguel, Chapultepec D.F., 11850/  
				    Tel. & fax: +52 (55) 52725944/ iskcon@krishnamexico.com 
		  Rio de Janeiro, Brazil — Estrada da Barra da Tijuca, 1990,Itanhangá, Rio de Janeiro, RJ/ 
				    Tel. +55 (21) 3563-1627/ contato@harekrishnarj.com.br 
		  San Salvador, El Salvador — 8a Avenida Norte, Casa No. 2–4, Santa Tecla, La Libertad/ 
				    Tel. +503 2288-2900 
 		  São Paulo, Brazil — Rua Tomas Goncalves 70, Butanta, 05590-030/ Tel. +55 (11) 84963158/ 
				    communicacao@harekrishnasp.com.br
		  West Coast Demerara, Guyana — Sri Gaura Nitai Ashirvad Mandir, Lot “B,” Nauville Flanders 	   	
				    (Crane Old Road), West Coast Demerara/ Tel. +592 254 0494/ iskcon.guyana@yahoo.com

      		 AFRICA (partial list)
		  Accra, Ghana — Samsam Rd., Off Accra-Nsawam Hwy., Medie, Accra North (mail: P.O. Box 		
				    11686)/ Tel. & fax +233 (21) 229988/ srivas_bts@yahoo.co.in
		  Cape Town, South Africa — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 6861179
   	 ◆	 Durban, South Africa — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle, Unit 5 (mail: P.O. Box 56003), Chatsworth, 
				    4030/ Tel. +27 (031) 403-3328/ iskcon.durban@pamho.net
		  Gaborone, Botswana — Plot 18678, West Phase 2, Gaborone (mail: P.O. Box 201003, Gaborone)/ 
				    Tel: +267 3901977 (Working hours) or 3934911/ devakinandan@iskcon.co.bw 
		  Johannesburg, South Africa — 7971 Capricorn Ave. (entrance on Nirvana Dr. East), Ext. 9, Lenasia 	
				    (mail: P.O. Box 926, Lenasia 1820)/ Tel. +27 (011) 854-1975 or 7969/ iskconjh@iafrica.com
		  Ladysmith, South Africa — 19 Azalea Dr., 4470/ Tel. +27 (084) 6108666, (036) 6330968, 
				    or (036) 6333711/ jaya@uthukeladm.co.za
		  Lagos, Nigeria — No. 23 Egbeyemi St., off Coker Rd., Illupeju, Lagos (mail: P.O. Box 8793, 
				    Marina)/ Tel. +234 8069245577 or 7066011800/ iskcon_lagos@yahoo.com
		  Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.O. Box 82224, 	
				    Mombasa)/ Tel. +254  (41) 312248
		  Nairobi, Kenya — Hare Krishna Close, off West Nagara Rd., Nairobi 0100 (mail: P.O. Box 28946)/ 
				    Tel. +254 (20) 3744365/ iskcon_nairobi@yahoo.com
	 ◆	 Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Srila Prabhupada St., Pont Fer/ Tel. +230 6965804/ 
				    iskcon.phoenix@intnet.mu
		  Phoenix, South Africa — 72 Pandora Street, Phoenix 4068 (mail: P.O. Box 60992, Phoenix 
				    4060)/ Tel. +27 (031) 5076559/ iskcon.phoenix@pamho.net
		  Port Harcourt, Nigeria — Umuebule 11, 2nd tarred road, Etche (mail: P.O. Box 4429, 
				    Trans Amadi)/ Tel. +234 8033215096/ canakyaus@yahoo.com
		  Pretoria, South Africa — 1189 Church Street, Hatfield, 0083 (mail: P.O. Box 14077, 
				    Hatfield, 0028)/ Tel. & fax: +27 (012) 342-6216/ iskcon.pretoria@pamho.net
			   RURAL COMMUNITY
		  Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban/ Tel. +230 418-3185 or 418-3955

tel:503-567-7363
mailto:info@iskconportland.com
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honorable discharge, and I moved into the San 
Francisco temple.

My story is one among thousands that un- 
folded only because Śrīla Prabhupāda, driven by 
the deepest compassion for humanity, risked his 
life to carry the message of Lord Kṛṣṇa outside 
India. Despite his advanced age, less than opti-
mum health, and seeming poverty, Prabhupāda 
left the peace and sanctity of Vrindavan to sail 
halfway around the world and save me – and so 
many others.

When I consider the trajectory of my life 
before I met Śrīla Prabhupāda, I’m reminded of 
a statement by Prahlāda Mahārāja: “Because of 
my association with material desires, one after 
another, I was gradually falling into a blind well 
full of snakes, following the general populace. 
But Your servant Nārada Muni kindly accepted  
me as his disciple and instructed me how to 
achieve this transcendental position. There-
fore, my first duty is to serve him.” (Śrīmad-
Bhāgavatam 7.9.28)

During this year’s fiftieth anniversary of 
Prabhupāda’s arrival in America and next year’s 
fiftieth anniversary of the founding of ISKCON, 
may we all think deeply about how Prabhupāda 
gave us the means and opportunity to free our-
selves from lifetimes of suffering and return to 
Kṛṣṇa. In gratitude, may we try to repay some of 
our debt to him by serving the mission so dear to 
his heart – the mission of delivering Lord Kṛṣṇa 
to every soul on the planet.

Borrowing a few words from Neil Arm-
strong, I would say that Śrīla Prabhupāda’s one 
small step onto Commonwealth Pier was truly  
one giant leap for mankind. And not just a fig-
urative leap. Thanks to that step, thousands of 
people today are joyfully leaping in kīrtanas all 
over the world.– Nāgarāja Dāsa

FROM THE EDITOR

Srıla Prabhupada’s Giant Step
THE EVENTS WE’RE commemorating in this 
issue could never have taken place without the 
occurrence of an earlier event that also coincides  
with this issue. Fifty years ago, on September  
17, 1965, the cargo ship Jaladuta docked at 
Commonwealth Pier in Boston, and the ship’s 
only noncrew passenger, His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda, took his first 
step in America. Śrīla Prabhupāda started the 
International Society for Krishna Consciousness 
the following year, in July 1966, and ISKCON 
is gearing up to celebrate 2016 as its Golden 
Jubilee. 

When Prabhupāda landed in America, I was 
fourteen years old and living in northern Ver-
mont, about two hundred miles from Boston. I 
was one of 194 million people in America. What 
were the odds that our paths would ever cross? 
But Kṛṣṇa ignored statistics and probability, and 
in June 1974 I saw Śrīla Prabhupāda for the first 
time when he arrived for the annual Rathayātrā 
festival in San Francisco, just a few weeks after 
my first visit to the temple. 

A much-published photo of that festival  
shows Śrīla Prabhupāda dancing in ecstasy on-
stage, his arms raised high as thousands join him 
in chanting the holy names. By then I had a bud-
ding commitment to Kṛṣṇa consciousness, and at 
that festival I started wearing tulasī neck beads. 
That simple act turned out to have profound 
consequences. 

I was a lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force, and 
regulations forbade wearing neck jewelry with 
my uniform. In my enthusiastic immaturity, I 
told my commanding officer and the base’s legal 
office that wearing the neck beads – visibly – 
was an essential part of my newfound religion. 
The Air Force wasn’t quite sure how to react to 
that, and six months later they granted me an 

60 Years of Back to Godhead Magazine, DVD-ROM – How 
could you possibly own, store, reference, and read every single 
issue of BTG magazine for 60 years? Technology to the res-
cue! This DVD-ROM has it all in an easily readable format. 
One double-sided DVD-ROM, approximately 6 gigabytes 
of data. You must have a DVD drive on your computer. Not 
intended for set-top DVD (movie) players. $19.95 B6VD235 
(Also available as a digital download at downloads.
krishna.com)

Back to Godhead 1944-
1960: The Pioneer Years 
– This year marks the 71st 
anniversary of Back to God-
head magazine. Read issues 
from the early years, when 
Prabhupāda was publishing in 
India. Hardbound, 240 pages, 
8 color plates, 60 rare b&w 
photos, 9¾" x 131⁄4". $29.95 
SALE $7.99 B6BH224

The Beginning – Compiled 
from Śrīla Prabhupāda’s diary 
written during his first year 
in the USA. Hardbound, 240 
pages, 9¾" x 101⁄4". $24.95 
SALE $9.99 B6BH272

Śrīla Prabhupāda Līlāmṛta, 
2-Volume Set – By Satsvarūpa 
Dāsa Goswami. Millions around 
the world now know the movement 
he started, yet he himself remained 
in the background, without per-
sonal ambition. This is the fasci-
nating biography of an extraordi-
nary saint, scholar, and religious 
leader: His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda. 
Hardbound. Volume 1: 1,191 
pages; Volume 2: 1,133 pages; 6½" 
x 9½". $69.95 BLBM279

Śrī Caitanya-caritāmṛta, 9-Volume 
Set – In the early sixteenth century 
the West was on one course, the 
East on another. In India, Cai-
tanya Mahāprabhu was directing 
people inward, toward a scientific 
understanding of the highest knowl-
edge of man’s spiritual nature. Hard-
bound, 9 volumes, 7,379 total pages, 6" 
x 9". Printed in India on butter-yellow paper. 
$139.95 BLBM318

Audio Collections – This Archival Edition of the origi-
nal audio recordings in MP3 format is largely unedited 
or unenhanced. Each collection contains a year’s worth 
of Prabhupāda’s classes, morning walks, room conver-
sations, press conferences, lectures, arrival addresses, 

interviews, and more, all extracted from the original 
media (reels and cassettes). Contains new material as 

well as previously released material. 

The Complete 1975 Audio 16 GB USB Drive – Approx-
imately 1.5" x .5". 563 files, 315 hours. B6DM111

The Complete 1976 Audio 32GB USB Drive – Approx-
imately 1½" x ½". 703 files, 340 hours. B6DM109

The Complete 1977 Audio 16GB USB Drive – Approx-
imately 1½" x ½". 387 files, 237 hours. B6DM110

$49.95 each.

Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam, 18-Volume Set – By 
Śrīla Prabhupāda; completed by his dis-
ciples. This epic philosophical and literary 
classic holds a prominent position in India’s 

voluminous written wis-
dom, touching upon all 
fields of human knowl-
edge. Twelve cantos. 
Hardbound, 18 volumes, 
17,900 pages, index, dust-
jackets, bookmarks, 6" x 

9". Printed in India on 
butter-yellow paper for 
easy reading. $399.95 
BLBM284

Śrīla Prabhupāda MP3 Audio 
Library, 16 GB USB Drive – Lectures, 
music, morning walks, chanting, and much 
more, all with digitally remastered and 
enhanced sound. Hours of audio programs on 
one convenient 16GB flash drive in a golden 
organza drawstring bag. $79.95 B6DM108

Śrīla Prabhupāda Lecture 
Series (CDs)—Add these 

high-quality audio CDs 
of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s 

lectures to your collec-
tion. Each disc includes 

1–3 lectures. Choose from volumes 1–102. Shop online for a complete 
list. $5.95 SALE $1.99 each. B6CD91Z

Bhaktivedanta VedaBase – All of 
Śrîla Prabhupāda’s recorded words at 
your fingertips within moments with 

Folio Views Infobase. Searchable, user-
friendly, and comprehensive. (Call or 

shop online for full details.) $99.95 
B6BD225

Find many 
more books 
and record-
ings by and 
about Srıla 
Prabhupada 

at store.
krishna.com

The Jaladuta Diary – Compiled 
from Śrīla Prabhupāda’s diary 
written during the 35-day jour-
ney that almost didn’t change 
history. Hardbound, 103 pages, 
9¾" x 101⁄4". $24.95 SALE $9.99 
B6BH273

COMPLETE 1975 AUDIO or 
COMPLETE 1977 AUDIO
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VEDIC THOUGHTS
There is nothing in the world 
with which the Lord is disconnect-
ed. The only thing we must learn is 
to excavate the source of connection and thus 
be linked with Him by offenseless service. We 
can be connected with Him by the transcenden-
tal sound representation of the Lord. The holy 
name of the Lord and the Lord Himself are 
identical, and one who chants the holy name of 
the Lord in an offenseless manner can at once 
realize that the Lord is present before him.
	             His Divine Grace 
	             A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda
	             Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 1.16.32–33, Purport

The materialistic philosophy, whether appear-
ing in India or in a foreign country, is certainly 
a failure, because it is out of touch with reality.
		  Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Ṭhākura
		  Amṛta Vāṇī

There is only one God. If there were more 
than one God, this material world would not be 
organized so well. If there were many compet-
ing independent Gods, they would decree dif-
ferent, conflicting material laws, each according 
to his own desire. Of this there is no doubt. 
Looking at the material world, an intelligent 
and thoughtful person cannot fail to accept the 
idea that it was created according to the will of 
a single Supreme Person. 
		             Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura
		             Tattva-viveka 1.21, Commentary

Those words describing the 
glories of the all-famous Person-

ality of Godhead are attractive, relish-
able, and ever fresh. Indeed, such words are 

a perpetual festival for the mind, and they dry up 
the ocean of misery.
			      Śrī Sūta Gosvāmī
			      Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 12.12.50

When a diseased eye is treated with medicinal 
ointment it gradually recovers its power to see. 
Similarly, as a conscious living entity cleanses 
himself of material contamination by hearing and 
chanting the pious narrations of My glories, he 
regains his ability to see Me, the Absolute Truth, 
in My subtle spiritual form.

			      Lord Śrī Kṛṣṇa 
			      Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 11.14.26

The Lord desires to be the servant of anyone 
who desires to be the servant of the Lord.
	            Śrīla Vṛndāvana Dāsa Ṭhākura
	            Śrī Caitanya-bhāgavata, Ādi-khaṇḍa 17.25

His loosened hair crowned with a peacock 
feather and flowing over His shoulders, His 
handsome form bending in three places, and His 
feet crossing as He dances, merciful and charm-
ing Kṛṣṇa plays His bamboo flute. Such is the 
Lord whom I worship.
		          Śrī Nārada Muni
		          Śrīla Rūpa Gosvāmī’s Padyāvalī

8" x 10" – $6.95 each. a) Śrīla Prabhupāda in New York – B6SP81V. b) Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī – B6RR204. c) Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura – B6RR206 
d) Gaurakiśora Dāsa Bābājī – B6RR205. e) Jagannātha Dāsa Bābājī – B6RR248

Photo Prints
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Gaurāṅga Bhajan –
Gaurāṅgera Duṭi Pada 
& Purport, Gaura Pahu 
& Purport. 59 minutes. 
$14.95 B6CD313

Srıla Prabhupada Audio CDs

Ûrîla Prabhu-
påda sings tradi-
tional devotional 

songs accom-
panied by tra-

ditional Indian 
instruments.

Krishna Meditations 
– Śrī Śrī Ṣaḍ-gosvāmy-
aṣṭaka, Gaura Pahu,
Śrī Kṛṣṇa Caitanya 
Prabhu, and others. 
61 minutes. $14.95 
B6CD301

Songs of the Spiritual  
Masters – Hari Haraye  
Namaḥ Kṛṣṇa, Gāy Gaura 
Madhur Sware & Pur-
port, and others. 72 min-
utes. $14.95 B6CD303

Śrī Brahma Saṁhitā – 
Śrī Brahma-saṁhitā,
Hari Hari Bifale,
Śrī Daśāvatā ra-stotra,
Hare Kṛṣṇa Kīrtana.
63 minutes. $14.95 
B6CD304

Prabhupāda Bhajans 
– Mānasa Deha Geha & 
Purport, Śrī Kṛṣṇa Cai-
tanya Prabhu, Bhajahū 
Re Mana & Purport. 
70 minutes. $14.95 
B6CD305

Vibhāvarī Śeṣa –
Vibhāvarī Śeṣa &  
Purport, Anādi Karama-
phale & Purport. 
56 minutes. $14.95 
B6CD307

Daśāvatāra – Śrī 
Daśāvatāra-stotra & 
Purport, Āmāra Jīvana 
& Purport. 59 minutes. 
$14.95 B6CD308 

Jaya Rādhe Jaya Kṛṣṇa 
– Gaurāṅgera Duṭi Pada, 
Parama Koruṇa, Śrī 
Brahma-saṁhitā, Nitāi-
pada Kamala, Jaya Rādhe 
Jaya Kṛṣṇa. 59 minutes. 
$14.95 B6CD309

Śrī Śrī Gurvaṣṭakam – 
Saṁsāra-dāvānala-
līḍha-loka, Bhajahū Re 
Mana, Parama Koruṇa, 
Bhoga-ārati. 66 min-
utes. $14.95 B6CD310

Śrī Śrī Śikśāṣṭakam –
Śrī Brahma-saṁhitā,
Govinda Jaya Jaya,
Śrī Śrī Śikśāṣṭakam,
Hari Haraye Namaḥ 
Kṛṣṇa. 63 minutes. 
$14.95 B6CD311

Nitāi Pada Kamala –
Nitāi Pada Kamala & 
Purport, Bhajahū Re 
Mana & Purport,
Prayers of King Kula- 
śekhara. 50 minutes. 
$14.95 B6CD314

CLASSIC 
ALBUMS

Kṛṣṇa Art – By Various 
Artists. A stunning collec-
tion of Vaiṣṇava art, fea-
turing some of the most 
beautiful paintings of 
Kṛṣṇa and His pastimes. 
From the creators of the 
two beautiful large-format 
books Darśana and Śrīla 
Prabhupāda. Includes 
restored paintings on single 
pages and double foldout 
pages, with accompany-
ing text. Hardbound, 320 
pages, 146 images, 13" x 
15½". $124.95 BLBH820

Art Books
Śrīla Prabhupāda – Purify your vision and your 
heart with this photographic meditation. Hundreds 
of photos from the twelve years Prabhupāda taught 
and preached throughout the world are beautifully 
arranged and displayed in this large-format book. 
                                            Hardbound, 190 pages,
		                 hundreds of color
			         and b&w 	
		                                  photos,

                       photo index, cloth- 
            covered protective case,  
  12½" x 15½". $108.00 BLBH308
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Pictured: 2012 Rathayātrā Parade, Benjamin Franklin Parkway, Philadelphia

Festival 
of India

*Preempted by Pope Francis’s visit to Philadelphia. The Philadelphia Rathayātrā  
	 will be back on Festival of India’s annual tour the fourth Saturday in September 2016,  
	 to celebrate the eleventh anniversary of the Philadelphia Rathayātrā.

2015 Hare Krsna

Schedule for North America
September 6: Vancouver, Śrīla Prabhupāda’s Vyāsa-pūja 
September 26: Philadelphia Rathayātrā (CANCELED ⃰ )
September 26–27: Cary, North Carolina Rathayātrā 
October 24: Potomac, Maryland Śrī Rāmacandra Vijaya Festival

festivalofindia.org
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