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WELCOME
The founder of the Hare 
Kṛṣṇa movement, His 
Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupāda, sailed to 
America from India in 
1965. He was on a mission 

to deliver an urgent two-part message to every-
one in the world: perfect your life by becoming 
Kṛṣṇa conscious, and give Kṛṣṇa consciousness 
to others.

If you listen to audio recordings of Śrīla 
Prabhupāda’s earliest Bhagavad-gītā lectures  
in New York, you’ll find that right from the 
beginning – before he even had committed  
students – he was imploring his audience to 
spread Lord Kṛṣṇa’s teachings around the 
world for the benefit of humanity. Before long, 
sincere followers began to travel and open 
centers. Inspired by Prabhupāda’s boundless 
devotion and conviction, they set out with no 
money, but with Prabhupāda’s assurance that 
Kṛṣṇa would help them.

The earliest centers were often the most 
austere of quarters, where rats and storms 
came in on the wind. But today, thanks to the 
dedication of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s spiritual pio-
neers, we have places like ISKCON Houston,  
with its spacious, gorgeous new temple. And 
most important, because of the Kṛṣṇa conscious  
roots set down in cities around the world, we 
see more and more souls reaping the benefits 
of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s mission of devotion. 
Hare Kṛṣṇa. – Nāgarāja Dāsa, Editor

OUR PURPOSES
• To help all people discern reality from  
 illusion, spirit from matter, the eternal from 
 the temporary.
• To expose the faults of materialism.
• To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques  
 of spiritual life.
• To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.
• To celebrate the chanting of the holy names 
 of God as taught by Lord Śrī Caitanya 
 Mahā prabhu.
• To help every living being remember and  
    serve Śrī Kṛṣṇa, the Personality of Godhead.

Śrī Rādhā-Kṛṣṇa 
are together the  

one Supreme 
Absolute Truth.

Śrī Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu, the 

combined incarnation 
of Rādhā-Kṛṣṇa, 
inaugurated the 
chanting of Hare 

Kṛṣṇa five hundred 
years ago.

His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupāda, 
Founder-Ācārya of 
the International 

Society for Krishna 
Consciousness. 
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“Many a rascal thinks 
that now that he has got-
ten a human body, he can 
never again be degraded 
to the animal species. . . . 
But nature will force him 
to accept the body of a 
cat or dog. The decision 
is not yours but that of 
the superior authorities  
– just as in the office, 
when you get promoted 
or demoted, the deci-
sion is not yours but that 
of the directors. You can-
not say, ‘No, no. I am not 
going to accept this new 
post.’ No. You have to 
accept.” – p. 32
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Forget the Past

How can we forget our past deeds, 
which are always on our mind and 
troubling in our day-to-day lives? I 
know that chanting Hare Kṛṣṇa helps, 
but after a few minutes we come back 
to our normal thoughts that are harass-
ing us. Please solve this problem or 
give me suggestions.
          Radha Krushn
          Via the Internet

Our reply: We must understand that 
Kṛṣṇa sees us from the inside out. In 
other words, He is in our hearts. He 
understands our mood of remorse and 
our willingness to change, and He 
appreciates our sincere desire to serve 
Him at any given moment.

Remembering our past misdeeds 
can help us avoid a repeat perfor-
mance. When we think of the foolish 
and awful things we did, we become 
more careful to avoid those behaviors.

Actually, what is harassing us is 

Letters
Keats’s Immortal Bird

I refer to an article of your September/
October 2014 issue, entitled “Taking 
Shelter.” It reminded me of a poem 
I learnt many, many years back at 
school, “Ode to a Nightingale,” where 
the author, Keats, explores deeply the 
theme of the mortality of the human 
life. In this ode, the transience of life 
and the tragedy of old age, “Where 
palsy shakes a few, sad, last gray 
hairs,/ Where youth grows pale, and 
spectre-thin, and dies;” is set against 
the eternal renewal of the nightingale’s 
fluid music: “Thou wast not born for 
death, immortal Bird!” 

At that time, I was basking in com-
plete ignorance of the truth that we 
are not this body but an eternal soul. 
Escapism, as Keats was longing for, is 
just an illusion in this material world. 
I indeed thank Śrīla Prabhupāda for 
revealing the truth of self-realization 
to us. I am lucky to have been intro-
duced to the chanting of the Hare Kṛṣṇa 
mahā-mantra, unlike Keats, who was 
looking for solace and shelter in a 
“draught of vintage” in order to forget 
the “weariness, the fever, and the fret” 
of human life, with its consciousness 
that everything is mortal and nothing 
lasts.
             Indira Manrakhan
             Port Louis, Mauritius

An Appreciation

Caitanya Caraṇa Dāsa has a brilliant 
mind. His article in the September/
October issue – “Do You Still Believe 
in God?” – is full of depth and won-
derfully presented. In general, his  
articles touch the heart. They are  
captivating and very clearly clear 
away doubts in devotees as well as 
nondevotees. It is wonderful to see  
ISKCON producing such erudite 
scholars and realized devotees.
             Nijuñja Vilāsinī Dāsī
             Durban, South Africa

The Post of Brahma–

I have heard that Lord Viṣṇu, Śiva, 
and Durgā are names of persons 
whereas Lord Brahmā is a position. 
Please educate me on this.
          K. V. Rao
          Via the Internet

Our reply: Yes, Viṣṇu, Śiva, and Durgā  
are eternal persons. Lord Viṣṇu is the  
Personality of Godhead. Lord Śiva is  
almost on the same level as Lord 
Viṣṇū but is in a slightly lower cate-
gory because He is in touch with Durgā, 
who controls the material energy. 

Brahmā, on the other hand, is a posi- 
tion occupied by a jīva soul – that is, a 
soul like you or me. We are spiritual  
energy but very small, and so we be- 
come covered by the material energy. 
When the material energy is with-
drawn into Lord Mahā-Viṣṇu, then 
there is no Brahmā, that post being 
filled only when the creation exists. 

Curious About Hare Kr. s.n. a

Hello. I am very interested in the Hare 
Kṛṣṇa movement. I’ve read about it, 
but I have a few questions. What is 
the Hare Kṛṣṇa movement exactly? 
How do you recruit members? Do you 
allow everyone into the movement? 
What evidences are there of God’s 
existence? 
          Lillie
          Via the Internet

Our reply: The Hare Kṛṣṇa move- 
ment is meant to help people recon-
nect with Kṛṣṇa (God) by offering 
them an opportunity to associate with  
likeminded people guided by the 
instructions of His Divine Grace  
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu- 
pāda. The movement has temples and 
meetings all over the world where 
people get together to chant Hare 
Kṛṣṇa, read the Vedic literature, talk 
about Kṛṣṇa, and cooperate to revive 
their loving relationship with Kṛṣṇa. 

Anyone can be a member who is sin-
cerely interested in taking part in the 
process and connecting with Kṛṣṇa. We 
spread Kṛṣṇa consciousness by chanting 
Hare Kṛṣṇa in the streets, inviting people 
to feast and chant with us, and offering 
many books about the philosophy and 
practice of Kṛṣṇa consciousness.

As for evidence that God exists, it is 
all around you. The seasons, the beauty 
of life and nature, the complexity of 
the human body and animal bodies, the 
order of the universe – all show that 
someone with incredible intelligence 
is behind the creation. Science may try 
to explain this world, but the creator of 
the world is far more intelligent than 
anyone within it. Furthermore, we can 
experience our relationship with God 
by chanting His holy name, as in this 
mantra: Hare Kṛṣṇa, Hare Kṛṣṇa, Kṛṣṇa 
Kṛṣṇa, Hare Hare/ Hare Rāma, Hare 
Rāma, Rāma Rāma, Hare Hare. If you 
concentrate on the sound of this mantra, 
you will come to experience your  
relationship with Kṛṣṇa.
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our sense of guilt, described as the 
thoughts that fill the space between who  
we are and who we want to be. But if 
we can accept that we made a mistake 
and that Lord Kṛṣṇa is very kind and 
will forgive us as long as we avoid the  
same mistake again, then we can be- 
come stronger and more determined to  
pray for the mercy of Kṛṣṇa and His 
devotees. We can move forward in spiri- 
tual life without letting memories in- 
spire guilt that incapacitates us and 
prevents us from focusing on the present.

Try to keep busy in service to  
Lord Kṛṣṇa and His devotees. When 
your mind is busy reading, chanting, 
and doing practical service, it won’t 
dwell on mistakes or material attach-
ments, both of which prevent positive 
spiritual thought.

Replies were written by Krishna.com 
Live Help volunteers. Please write to 
us at: BTG, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, 
Florida 32616, USA. Email: editors@
krishna.com.

Krishna.com/newsletters

Join the                                   Ebook Club

Start your day with a smile!

. . . and read a page a day from a 
devotional book – such as 

Bhagavad-gıta As It Is, Krsna, and 
Teachings of Lord Caitanya –  

emailed to your inbox.

“I look forward to your 
daily Bhagavad-gita texts 
and Srila Prabhupada’s 

translations and purports
thereon. I’m a financial 
comptroller at a large 

bank. I start my workday  
by first reading your emails 
prior to other emails. This 
gives me the right frame 
of mind to start my daily 

activities in this maya-laden 
material world.” 

—Vijay, Australia



MARCH / APRIL 2015  •   BACK TO GODHEAD   7        6   BACK TO GODHEAD  •   MARCH / APRIL 2015 

Why We Must 
Purify Our Existence
Our inability to secure the complete happiness 
we all seek points to our diseased condition. 
(An initiation lecture.)

by His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda
Founder-Ācārya of the International Society 
for Krishna Consciousness

FOUNDER’S LECTURE
Toronto, Canada – June 18, 1976

Śrīla 
Prabhupāda 

hands chanting 
beads to a new 
disciple during 

an initiation 
ceremony held 
in Mexico City 

in 1975. 
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For divyam jn~anam – transcendental knowl-
edge – one has to be initiated. Dıksa means 
the beginning of transcendental knowledge.

What Is the 
Hare Krsna Movement?
Founded in 1966 by His Divine 
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupåda, the International 
Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness (ISKCON) carries on a 
great ancient tradition rooted in 
the Bhagavad-gîtå, the teachings 
Lord K®ß∫a spoke five millennia 
ago. The Gîtå and the other Vedic 
scriptures declare K®ß∫a to be 
the original person, God Himself, 
who appears periodically in 
this world to liberate all living 
beings. 

Only five hundred years ago, 
K®ß∫a descended as Ûrî Caitanya 
Mahåprabhu to teach the most 
sublime and effective means of 
meditation for the present day: 
the chanting of the names of God, 
especially as found in the Hare 
K®ß∫a mantra.

Today members of ISKCON 
continue Lord Caitanya’s move- 
ment by distributing the teachings 
of Lord K®ß∫a and the Hare 
K®ß∫a mantra all over the world.

Pronunciation
We spell Sanskrit words and 
names by a phonetic system that 
lets you know how to say each 
word. Pronounce short a like the 
u in but, long å like the a in far 
(and held twice as long as the 
short a). Pronounce e like the a 
in evade, long î like the i in pique. 
Pronounce the vowel ® like the ri 
in rim, and c like the ch in chair. 
Pronounce consonants like ch, jh, 
and dh as in staunch-heart, hedge-
hog, and red-hot. Pronounce Ω 
and ß like sh. So for K®ß∫a say 
KRISHNA, for Caitanya say 
CHAITANYA.

Spiritual Names 
ISKCON members receive names 
of Lord K®ß∫a or his great devo- 
tees, combined with Dåsa, for 
men, or Dåsî, for women, both 
of which mean “servant.” For 
instance, the name K®ß∫a Dåsa 
means “servant of K®ß∫a.”

THE SANSKRIT word for initi-
ation is dīkṣā. As stated in an 
authoritative Vedic diction-

ary, divya jñānaṁ kṣapayati iti dīkṣā: 
“Dīkṣā means to expand or reveal 
transcendental knowledge.” 

There are two kinds of knowledge: 
transcendental (divya) and mundane. 
In the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam (5.5.1) 
Lord Ṛṣabhadeva tells His sons,

nāyaṁ deho deha-bhājāṁ nṛloke
    kaṣṭān kāmān arhate viḍ-bhujāṁ ye
tapo divyaṁ putrakā yena sattvaṁ
    śuddhyed yasmād brahma-saukhyaṁ
        tv anantam 

“My dear boys, of all the living enti-
ties who have accepted material bod-
ies in this world, one who has been 
awarded this human form should not 
work hard day and night simply for 

sense gratification, which is available 
even for dogs and hogs that eat stool. 
One should engage in penance and 
austerity to attain the divine position 
of devotional service. By such activity, 
one’s heart is purified, and when one 
attains this position, he attains eternal, 
blissful life, which is transcendental  
to material happiness and which  
continues forever.”

Ṛṣabhadeva is the father of Mahā-
rāja Bharata, under whose name this 
planet is called Bhāratavarṣa. For-
merly, the whole planet was called 
Bhāratavarṣa. Before that it was 
known as Ilāvṛtavarṣa. Mahārāja 
Bharata was the eldest son of Ṛṣabha- 
deva, an incarnation of God. Before 
retiring and making Bharata Mahārāja 
the emperor of the world, Ṛṣabhadeva 
advised His one hundred sons. That is 
the duty of the father. Generally, we 
do that also. Before retirement, the 
father gives instructions on how to 
rule over the kingdom or manage the 
business. 

Retirement was compulsory in  

Vedic culture. It was not that unless 
the father is shot dead he’s not going  
to retire. No. That was not Vedic civ-
ilization. At the present moment there 
is no Vedic civilization. Nobody is 
going to retire unless he’s shot dead. 
But Vedic civilization was not like 
that. Retirement was compulsory. 
There are four spiritual orders in life: 
brahmacārī (celibate student life), 
gṛhastha (married life), vānaprastha 
(retirement), and sannyāsa 
(renunciation). 

Human life is meant for spiritual  
realization, and sense gratification is 
animal life. This meeting here today 
is for human beings, not for cats and 
dogs. They cannot come here, nor 
will they understand what is going on 
here. A human being has the chance to 
understand the philosophy of life as it 
was enunciated by Ṛṣabhadeva.

Everyone has a body. Lord Brahmā 
has a body, and the small insect has a 
body. The spirit soul is encaged in the 
material body. There are many forms 
of life.

Ṛṣabhadeva said, “Now that you 
have the human form of life, don’t 
spoil it like the hogs and dogs simply 
for sense gratification.”

Sense gratification is available to  
the hogs and dogs. That was the instruc- 
tion of Ṛṣabhadeva. And what is the 
duty of human life? Tapasya – volun-
tarily accepting some inconvenience 
for spiritual advancement. 

The Need for Self-Control	

In the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam (11.5.11)  
the sage Nārada says, loke 
vyavāyāmiṣa-madya-sevā nityā hi 
jantoḥ: “In this material world the 
conditioned soul is always inclined to 
sex, meat-eating, and intoxication.”

Āmiṣa means meat-, fish-, egg- 
eating. It is the general tendency of 
the living being to eat meat. That is 

the general law of nature. Jīvo jīvasya 
jīvanam: one living entity is the life 
for another living entity. The four-
legged animals are food for the two-
legged animals. As long we remain 
like two-legged animals, then there is 
the necessity of eating meat – and tak-
ing intoxication and having sex. That 
is the general tendency. But when one 
gives these up voluntarily for a higher 
status of life, that is called nivṛtti-
mārga. Pravṛtti-mārga and nivṛtti-
mārga. Pravṛtti-mārga means to fulfill 
the desires for meat-eating, intoxica- 
tion, and sex. But when one is trained 
to give up these habits, that is called 
nivṛtti-mārga. We have many pra- 
vṛttis, or inclinations. But when we 
voluntarily give up all these nonsense 
habits, that is called nivṛtti-mārga and 
tapasya.

Human life is meant for tapasya. 
Don’t be carried away by 
the general, menial, abom-
inable tendencies. Tapasya 
is required. For tapasya, we 
prescribe no illicit sex, no 
meat-eating, no intoxica-
tion, and no gambling.  
We have to accept these 
prohibitions if we want a 
superior position of life. 

The aim of tapasya is to be situated on 
the transcendental platform of knowl-
edge, tapo divyam. This human form 
of life is meant for tapasya and tran-
scendental knowledge. That is the pur-
port – not to waste this human form 
of life. 

Analyze the body of a dog and ana-
lyze your body. What is the differ-
ence? No difference. There is blood, 
there is flesh, there are veins. There 
are so many things in common. Then 
what is the difference between the 
cat’s body and the dog’s body and 
your body? The human body affords 
opportunity for advancement in 
knowledge and consciousness. 

For divyaṁ jñānam – transcenden-
tal knowledge – one has to be initi-
ated. Dīkṣā means the beginning of 
transcendental knowledge.

According to Vedic civilization, 
everyone is born a śūdra, a fourth-
class man. But there is opportunity 
for the fourth-class man to become 
the first-class man. That is possi-
ble. Janmanā jāyate śūdraḥ: every-

one born by sexual intercourse of 
the father and mother is a śūdra. 
Then: saṁskārād-bhaved dvija. 
By saṁskāra, by the purificatory 
method or by tapasya, one becomes 
a dvija. Dvi means “twice,” and ja 
means “birth.” Second birth. One 
who becomes dvija, properly initi-
ated, is allowed to read the Vedic lit-
erature. Veda-pāṭha. If you remain a 
śūdra, with no saṁskāra, no purifica-
tion, then you have no right to under-
stand Vedic knowledge. Either you 
have no right or you cannot under-
stand. Throughout the world, everyone 
knows Bhagavad-gītā, but they have 
misunderstood it because they are kept 
as śūdras.

When purified, one becomes dvija 
and receives the sacred thread. That is 
called upanayana. Upa means “near,” 
and nayana means “bringing.” When 
one is brought nearer to the spiritual 
master who accepts him as his dis-
ciple, the spiritual master gives the 
sacred thread as a kind of badge: “This 
man is now dvija, twice-born. He’s 
no longer a śūdra. He’s a brāhmaṇa. 
So he has the right to read the Vedic 
literature.”

The Bhagavad-gītā is the summary 
of all Vedic knowledge. If we pass 
through the process of divya-jñāna,  
by dīkṣā, then we rightly understand 
what is Bhagavad-gītā, or we become 
interested to know what is the lesson 
of Bhagavad-gītā. 

Bhagavad-gītā is the summary of  
Vedic literature. You cannot read all  
the Vedas at the present moment, nor  
do you have the time or the capacity. 
In Kali-yuga, the current age,  
everyone is fallen. 

Happiness by Purity	

Human life should be utilized for 
understanding the Vedic knowledge, 
divya-jñāna; then one will be purified. 
One’s existential identity will be puri-
fied. At the present moment it is not 
purified. Because it is not purified, we 
are repeatedly dying. 

People have no knowledge of how 
to stop death. They think death is nat-
ural. It is not natural. It is unnatural.  
They do not know this. But in the 
Bhagavad-gītā (2.20) you’ll get the 
information. Na jāyate mriyate vā 

kadācit: “The soul is never born and 
never dies.” 

“I see he has died; he is dead.” 
No. By seeing that the body is 

destroyed, don’t think the person is 
destroyed. He’ll get another body. 
Tathā dehāntara-prāptir dhīras tatra 
na muhyati (Gītā 2.13). 

This is our position. We have  accep- 
ted one body, and we live in that body 
for some days, and then again we give up  
that body – tathā dehāntara-prāptir. 
This is a disease. To get out of this 
disease there is the need for tapasya.

Don’t think that initiation is some-
thing official, a ritualistic ceremony, 
and that as soon as I get the initia-
tion, I become perfect and whatever 
nonsense I like I can do. No. Tapasya 
must continue. To purify yourself, 
your existence, you have to continue 
the tapasya – no illicit sex, no meat-
eating, no gambling, no intoxication, 
and chant Hare Kṛṣṇa. If you follow 
these five principles, then your exis-
tence will be purified. You’ll under-
stand Kṛṣṇa from the Bhagavad-gītā, 
you’ll know Kṛṣṇa, and you’ll know 
the purpose of life. 

The purpose of life is to understand 
Kṛṣṇa. There is no other business in 
the human form of life. But because 
we have given up Kṛṣṇa, we have 
invented so many occupational duties. 
These so-called occupational duties 
– running here and there in a motor-
car – are not the end of life. There is 
something more for the human being, 
and that is divya-jñāna, transcendental 
knowledge. 

Why should you purify your exis-
tence? Because you want happiness.  
That is your desire. You’ll get brahma-
saukhyam, the greatest happiness, which 
will never end. If you purify your exis-
tence by tapasya, then you will be 
happy eternally. There will be no end. 
Here in the material world any happi-
ness is temporary – either for five min-
utes or five days or five years or five 
hundred years or five million years. It 
will end. But if you purify your exis-
tence, then the happiness will never 
end. 

Kṛṣṇa consciousness is a very seri-
ous thing, and it is offered to the 
human being. Anyone can take advan-
tage of this opportunity and make his 
life successful.
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 and forgetting God.
Māyāvādī – one who regards 
 the Absolute Truth as ultimately 
 impersonal.
Modes of nature – the three qualities 
 (goodness, passion, and ignorance) that 
 hold sway over all action in the material world.
Nityānanda – the incarnation of Lord Balarāma who ap-
 peared with Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu.
Prasāda – vegetarian food that has been prepared for the  
 Lord and offered to Him with devotion.
Purāṇas – Vedic histories.
Rādhārāṇī – Lord Kṛṣṇa’s consort and pleasure potency.
Rathayātrā – “chariot festival”: a festival in which the form 
 of Kṛṣṇa is borne in procession on a large canopy-topped 
 chariot or float, especially the festival originating in Puri, 
 India, for Jagannātha (Lord Kṛṣṇa, “the Lord of the 
 universe”).
Sannyāsa – the renounced life of a man who relinquishes  
 home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.
Śāstra – scriptures, especially the Vedic scriptures of 
 India.
Śrī – an honorific meaning “opulent” (similarly: Śrīla, 
 Śrīmad, Śrīmān, Śrīmatī).
Śrīla Prabhupāda – His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta  
 Swami Prabhupāda, the founder-ācārya of the Interna-
 tional Society for Krishna Consciousness.
Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam – the most important of the eighteen 
 Purāṇas, which tells of the nature and pastimes of Lord 
 Kṛṣṇa and His devotees. (Cited as Bhāg.)
Supersoul – the form of the Lord who resides in every heart 
 along with the individual soul.
Vaiṣṇava – a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the word 
 Viṣṇu).
Varṇāśrama – the Vedic social system. It organizes society 
 into four occupational and four spiritual divisions (varṇas 
 and āśramas). The members of the four varṇas are the 
 brāhmaṇas (intellectuals and priests), the kṣatriyas 
 (administrators and soldiers), the vaiśyas (farmers and 
 businessmen), and the śūdras (laborers and artisans). 
 The members of the four āśramas are the brahmacārīs 
 (celibate students), gṛhasthas (married people), vāna-
 prasthas (retired people), and sannyāsīs (renunciants).
Vedas – the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord Him-
 self at the beginning of creation.
Vedic – pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and 
 related scriptures guide all aspects of human life.
Viṣṇu – any form of the Personality of Godhead (see “God-
 head”); the forms the Lord manifests to create and sustain 
 the material world.
Vṛndāvana – the transcendental abode of Lord Kṛṣṇa, 
 mirrored on earth as the town in India where Kṛṣṇa 
 appeared five thousand years ago.

Glossary
Ācārya – a spiritual master who teaches by example.
Balarāma – Lord Kṛṣṇa’s first expansion, who acts in the  
 role of Lord Kṛṣṇa’s elder brother.
Battle of Kurukshetra – an epic battle for rule of the   
 world, fought five thousand years ago.
Bhagavad-gītā – the sacred book in which Lord Kṛṣṇa   
 gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and   
 disciple Arjuna. (Cited as Gītā.)
Bhakti – devotional service to the Supreme Lord.
Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Ṭhākura—the spiritual   
 master of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
 Swami Prabhupāda.
Bhakti-yoga – linking with the Supreme Lord through   
 devotional service.
Caitanya Mahāprabhu – the incarnation of Lord Kṛṣṇa  
 who appeared five hundred years ago to teach the   
 chanting of the names of God as the religion for the   
 present age.
Darśana – “viewing,” audience with a deity or saintly   
 person.
Dharma – (1) ordained duties or religious principles; (2)  
 one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.e., devotional ser-
 vice to the Lord).
Godhead – the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality,   
 progressively realized first as the impersonal all-
 pervasive oneness, more fully as the Supersoul within  
 the heart of every living being, and ultimately as the   
 all-opulent Supreme Person.
Gurukula – a school where children learn the philosophy  
 and practices of Kṛṣṇa consciousness along with regu-
 lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the guru”).
Hare Kṛṣṇa – the great mantra Hare Kṛṣṇa, Hare Kṛṣṇa,  
 Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa, Hare Hare/ Hare Rāma, Hare Rāma,   
 Rāma Rāma, Hare Hare.
ISKCON – the International Society for Krishna   
 Consciousness.
Japa – individual chanting of names of God, usually   
 while counting on beads.
Kali-yuga – in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-  
 mic ages, the present and worst age, the Age of Quar- 
 rel, of which 5,000 of 432,000 years have passed.
Karma – material action; its inevitable reaction; or the   
 law by which such action and reaction are governed.
Kīrtana – congregational singing of names of God, usu-  
 ally accompanied by cymbals (karatālas) and drums  
 (mṛdaṅgas).
Kṛṣṇa – the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His   
 original transcendental form (see “Godhead”).
Mahābhārata – the epic history of ancient India, a his- 
 tory in which the Bhagavad-gītā appears as the most   
 important and well-known text.
Māyā – illusion; the energy of the Supreme Lord that de- 
 ludes living entities into forgetting their spiritual nature 

SEE OUR 
ONLINE GLOSSARY 

OF OVER 
1,200 WORDS! 

Krishna.com/glossary

WITH AUDIO!

Hare Krsna 
Hare Krsna 

Krsna Krsna 
Hare Hare 
Hare rama 
Hare rama 
rama rama 
Hare Hare

PRONUNCIATION: 
ha-ray, krish-na, ra-ma (rhymes 

with “drama”). To hear Śrīla 
Prabhupāda chanting, go to 
krishna.com/hare-krishna-

maha-mantra.
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RECENTLY, in rereading the first 
chapter of the Bhagavad-gītā, I        
 felt something I hadn’t before 

– a surge of empathy for Arjuna in his 
plight. His problems were not unique 
to him. They were also my problems. 
And perhaps our problems.

For one, Arjuna’s material attach-
ments were clouding his knowledge 
and ability to act. He revealed this 
when he said, “I am now unable to 
stand here any longer. I am forgetting 
myself and my mind is reeling. I see 
only causes of misfortune, O Kṛṣṇa.” 
(Gītā 1.30) 

Second, due to his attachments, 
Arjuna was certain he wouldn’t get 
happiness or pleasure from doing what 
he was supposed to do – fight and win 
the war. Arjuna said, “What pleasure 
will we derive from killing the sons  
of Dhṛtarāṣṭra?” (Gītā 1.31–35) In 
other words, the result of the pending 
battle would cause just the opposite of 
his desires.

Third, Arjuna feared the sinful reac-
tions that would ensue if he won. In 
his words: “Sin will overcome us if 
we slay such aggressors.” (Gītā 1.36) 

Like Arjuna, we have attachments, 
hopes, fears, guilt, and confusion. 
And a similar path to happiness.

by Viśākhā Devī Dāsī

Arjuna 
And Us

Detail from a painting by Yadurāṇī Devī Dāsī

Following the example of Arjuna, we 
can turn to Lord Kṛṣṇa for the permanent 
solution to all our problems.
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Killing his enemies, he foresaw, would 
result in his future suffering.

Furthermore, regardless of who won  
the war, two dynasties were poised to  
destroy each other and Arjuna felt im- 
plicated in the horrors that would ensue.  
“With the destruction of dynasty, the  
eternal family tradition is vanquished,  
and thus the rest of the family becomes  
involved in irreligion.” (Gītā 1.39) 
With the patriarchs dead, young men 
and women survivors would become 
adrift and irreligious. Then pious fam-
ily traditions would not be passed on 
to future generations, children would 
be neglected, and community projects 
and family welfare activities would 
stop. In other words, society would 
become chaotic. 

Arjuna wanted to do the right thing 

and was trying to think through his 
options with logic, reason, and scrip-
tural discernment, but despite his best 
intentions, he was hopelessly confused 
and distressed. He asked Kṛṣṇa, “How 
can I counterattack in battle men who 
are worthy of my worship? It would 
be better to live by begging. I do not 
know which is better – conquering 
them or being conquered by them. If I 
killed them I should not care to live. I 
am confused about my duty and have 
lost my composure. Please instruct 
me.” (Gītā 2.4–7, excerpts)

Arjuna’s situation was extreme, 
yet the material attachments, hopes 
for happiness, fears, guilt, and confu-
sion he felt are feelings I and probably 
many of us experience and can relate 
to. In replying to Arjuna, Kṛṣṇa gave 
him transformative knowledge that 
can forever uplift his consciousness 
and ours.

The Supreme Personality 
Of Godhead’s Teachings	
Kṛṣṇa began by explaining that the 
soul is eternal, the body temporary. He 

said, “Never was there a time when 
I did not exist, nor you, nor all these 
kings.” (Gītā 2.12) In other words, 
when the body dies, the soul does not 
die but transmigrates to another body. 

Arjuna’s distress was due to his 
attachment to the perishable bodies  
of his friends and relatives. Kṛṣṇa 
advised Arjuna to tolerate life’s inevi-
table distresses. He said, “O Arjuna, 
the person who is not disturbed by 
happiness and distress and is steady 
in both is certainly eligible for libera-
tion.” (Gītā 2.15) We may think it easy 
to deal with happiness; distress is the 
problem. But in fact, if we’re elated by 
happiness, we will also be distraught 
by distress. Thus Kṛṣṇa advises us to 
be equipoised in both. Later on in the 
Gītā Kṛṣṇa likened the body to a vehi-

cle – it can transport us to our destina-
tion, our goal. And that goal should be 
spiritual, for we are spiritual beings. 
The soul is Kṛṣṇa’s integral spiritual 
part; the body His external material 
energy. 

Arjuna thought that by saving his 
family members from harm – that is, 
by not fighting – he was expressing 
his love for them. But Kṛṣṇa didn’t 
agree. Kṛṣṇa said, “The material 
body of the indestructible, immeasur-
able, and eternal living entity is sure 
to come to an end; therefore, fight, O 
descendant of Bharata.” (Gītā 2.18) In 
the ultimate issue, the body cannot be 
protected. Therefore, in Kṛṣṇa’s esti-
mation, Arjuna’s shirking his duty due 
to tender feelings for his relatives and 
friends was misdirected.

Also misdirected was Arjuna’s con-
viction that fighting would lead to his 
unhappiness. After advising Arjuna 
to be equipoised in material happi-
ness and distress, Kṛṣṇa argued that 
even from a material perspective, the 
perspective Arjuna was considering, 
fighting would bring him happiness: 
“Either you will be killed on the bat-

tlefield and attain the heavenly plan-
ets, or you will conquer and enjoy the 
earthly kingdom.” (Gītā 2.37)

Arjuna thought that fighting would 
incur sinful reactions, but Kṛṣṇa said 
the opposite was true: “If you do not 
perform your religious duty of fight-
ing, then you will certainly incur sins 
for neglecting your duties.” (Gītā 
2.33) Moments later, Kṛṣṇa reinforced 
this point: “Do thou fighting for the 
sake of fighting, without considering 
happiness or distress, loss or gain, vic-
tory or defeat – and by so doing you 
shall never incur sin.” (Gītā 2.38)

Arjuna foresaw havoc if society’s 
leaders were killed. Again, Kṛṣṇa saw 
the opposite – that if Arjuna didn’t do 
his prescribed duty, others would fol-
low his bad example and the fabric of 
society would crumble (Gītā 3.23–24).

Finally, after explaining the intrica-
cies of knowledge, duty, and action, 
Kṛṣṇa decisively said, “O Arjuna, sur-
rendering all your works unto Me, 
with full knowledge of Me, without 
desires for profit, with no claims to 
proprietorship, and free from leth-
argy, fight.” (Gītā 3.30) And to rein-
force His statement, Kṛṣṇa repeated 
it a little later: “The doubts which 
have arisen in your heart out of igno-
rance should be slashed by the weapon 
of knowledge. Armed with yoga, O 
Arjuna, stand and fight.” (Gītā 4.42) 
Kṛṣṇa wanted to sweep away Arjuna’s 
confusion.

Fighting for the right cause was 
Arjuna’s personal dharma – his occu-
pational duty – and there would be 
no sin incurred for him if he did this 
duty in the proper consciousness, that 
is, as a service to Kṛṣṇa, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. Such selfless 
spiritual action would bring Arjuna 
the highest happiness and would, in 
the final issue, benefit his family and 
friends on both sides of the battle. 
Śrīla Prabhupāda explains, “All the 
soldiers and persons on the Battlefield 
of Kurukshetra attained their original 
spiritual form like the Lord after their 
death because by the causeless mercy 
of the Lord they were able to see 
Him face to face on that occasion.” 
(Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 1.9.39, Purport) 
Kṛṣṇa only wants the highest good for 
everyone, and following His directives 
will bring about that end.

Tender Feelings	

In my first readings of the Bhagavad-
gītā, I couldn’t see much relationship 
between Arjuna’s extreme plight and 
what I faced in my life. Now, how-
ever, I see that beyond the vastly dif-
fering circumstances, our underlying 
challenges are similar. 

Like Arjuna, I am materially at-
tached to my own body and those of 
my family and friends. Last year, for 
example, when my daughter was in 
extreme pain from gallstones, I suf-
fered with her vicariously. The body 
can give us intense pain in ways we 
can’t expect or even imagine. We 
shouldn’t ignore that pain, pretending 
it doesn’t exist, or be callous to suf-
fering. How then are we to deal with 
material bodily attachments and the 
pain too often associated with them? 

With Kṛṣṇa’s words in the Gītā as 
our guide, we can begin by accepting 
this world as a place of misery where 
distresses will inevitably come, as 
will happiness. This is simple reality, 
not pessimism. Kṛṣṇa said, “From the 
highest planet in the material world 
down to the lowest, all are places of 
misery wherein repeated birth and 
death take place.” (Gītā 8.16) 

With that understanding firmly in 
place, we tolerate. This point – tolerat-
ing – comes up repeatedly in Kṛṣṇa’s 
teachings. One of His first instructions 
was “O son of Kuntī, the nonperma-
nent appearance of happiness and dis-
tress, and their disappearance in due 
course, are like the appearance and 
disappearance of winter and summer 
seasons. They arise from sense percep-
tion, O scion of Bharata, and one must 
learn to tolerate them without being 
disturbed.” (Gītā 2.14)

Since pleasure and pain will come 
in this world regardless of what we 
do or don’t do, Kṛṣṇa wants us to be 
detached from this world and neutral  
to its extremes. Śrīla Prabhupāda 
explains: “Generally, when we get 
something desirable we are very 
happy, and when we get something 
undesirable we are distressed. But if 
we are actually in the spiritual position 
these things will not agitate us.” (Gītā 
13.8, Purport) Being detached and 
equipoised when we or our loved one 
is suffering is not easy. But just know-

ing that it is possible and desirable 
helps us become free of the happiness 
–distress continuum. Accessing that 
wealth of tolerance allows us to do our 
duty despite discomfort and suffering, 
and when we do our duty for Kṛṣṇa 
we can advance spiritually.

Frustrated Happiness?	

Arjuna thought if he did what he was 
supposed to do, that is, if he won the 
war, he’d be miserable. Kṛṣṇa cor-
rected his thinking, putting Arjuna’s 
duty above his whims. Similarly, I 
know devotee college students who 
find the tomes they’re obliged to study 
insufferably tedious and seemingly 
irrelevant to their lives. They have a 
strong desire to leave their studies and 
follow their caprices. But if their sense 
of duty prevails and they continue their 
studies as a service to Kṛṣṇa, their 
austerities can yield a transcendental 
result. 

In Kṛṣṇa’s words: “Arjuna, you 
should always think of Me in the form 
of Kṛṣṇa and at the same time con-
tinue your prescribed duty of fighting.  
With your activities dedicated to Me 
and your mind and intelligence fixed 
on Me, you will attain Me without 
doubt.” (Gītā 8.7) To deviate from our  
duty does not help us progress spiritu-
ally. As Arjuna shouldn’t shirk his duty, 
so we shouldn’t shirk ours. Prabhupāda 
writes, “Discharging one’s specific 
duty in any field of action in accor-
dance with the orders of higher author-
ities serves to elevate one to a higher 
status of life.” (Gītā 2.31, Purport)

The path Kṛṣṇa was illuminating – 
the dutiful toleration of pain and suf-
fering – may appear dry and grim, but 
in fact, our ultimate duty, devotional 
service to Kṛṣṇa, is the only path to 
lasting happiness. In Kṛṣṇa’s words, 
devotional service is “joyfully per-
formed” (Gītā 9.2). Śrīla Prabhupāda 
elaborates: “The process of devo-
tional service is a very happy one (su-
sukham). Why? Devotional service 
consists of śravaṇaṁ kīrtanaṁ viṣṇoḥ, 
so one can simply hear the chanting of 
the glories of the Lord or can attend 
philosophical lectures on transcen-
dental knowledge given by authorized 
ācāryas. Simply by sitting, one can 
learn; then one can eat the remnants of 

 

Arjuna wanted to do the right thing, 
but despite his best intentions, he was 
hopelessly confused and distressed.
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the food offered to God, nice palata-
ble dishes. In every state devotional 
service is joyful.” (Gītā 9.2, Purport)

Far from being dry and grim, doing 
our duty as devotional service for the 
pleasure of Kṛṣṇa brings the greatest 
fulfillment and happiness. Toward the 
end of Bhagavad-gītā, Arjuna ex- 
pressed this when he said, “The world  
becomes joyful upon hearing Your 
name.” (Gītā 11.36) On the other hand,  
trying for happiness separate from 
Kṛṣṇa leaves us confused and en-
trapped in this world of misery, which 
is what Arjuna was experiencing as 
the Gītā opened.

Fear of the Future	

Arjuna wanted to avoid the sinful 
reactions he foresaw in his future. But 
in reality, whatever our duty is, there 
will be some flaw in it, some unpleas-
ant and seemingly sinful aspects to 
it. It’s not that we can drop our duty 
and think we can avoid those flaws 
and unpleasantries, because just as 
fire has smoke, so material activities 
are flawed. We can’t avoid those flaws 
by not doing anything, because by its 

nature the soul is active. As inactiv-
ity is contrary to our nature as spiritual 
beings, not only is it not feasible, but 
it’s also sinful. 

Yet activity is also problematic. 
Śrīla Prabhupāda writes, “In the busi-
ness field, sometimes a merchant has 
to tell so many lies to make a profit. 
If he does not do so, there can be no 
profit. Sometimes a merchant says, 
‘Oh, my dear customer, for you I am 
making no profit,’ but one should 
know that without profit the merchant 
cannot exist. Therefore it should be 
taken as a simple lie if a merchant 
says that he is not making a profit.” 
(Gītā 18.47, Purport) 

We have to do something in this 
material world, so we act according to 
our nature. But whatever it is we do, 
from the highest position to the low-
est, there will be undesirable aspects 
to it. That’s unavoidable. So we con-
tinue acting, knowing that if we do our 
prescribed duty for Kṛṣṇa’s pleasure, 
we will not incur any reactions. Kṛṣṇa 
will absolve us of sin.

Prabhupāda puts it this way: “One 
should not give up his natural occupa-
tion because there are some disturbing  

elements. Rather, one should be deter-
mined to serve the Supreme Lord by 
his occupational duty in Kṛṣṇa con-
sciousness. That is the perfectional 
point. When a particular type of occu-
pation is performed for the satisfaction 
of the Supreme Lord, all the defects  
in that particular occupation are puri-
fied. When the results of work are 
purified, when connected with devo-
tional service, one becomes perfect  
in seeing the self within, and that is 
self-realization.” (Gītā 18.48, Purport) 

If Arjuna didn’t do his duty, he 
would be degraded due to doing the 
wrong activity. Our case is similar –  
if we act whimsically, imagining what 
our duty is and isn’t, it will reflect 
poorly on our consciousness and  
spiritual progress.

Guilt	

We can try to do our duty for Kṛṣṇa, 
feel our affection for His devotees 
strengthened by our service, experi-
ence happiness through this selfless 
service, and understand it as a process 
for becoming purified and free of sin-
ful reactions. But what if we foresee, 
as Arjuna did, future havoc in society 
as a result of our duty? Wouldn’t it be 
better to renounce such a duty?

In Arjuna’s case, no. He was Kṛṣṇa’s 
instrument in ridding the world of  
immoral, burdensome people. In our 
case, it may be something to consider. 
Not long ago I met a brilliant young 
devotee who worked as a biochemist 
in the food industry. She was part of 
a team that was removing the chemi-
cal in potatoes that makes them darken 
after they’re cut. Industrialized food 
companies were intending to sell the 
peeled, washed, and cut potatoes in 
packages, much like the baby carrots 
that have long been available. I asked 
this devotee what effect eating those 
potatoes would have on consumers’ 
health, and she said that since they 
were removing a chemical instead  
of adding or altering chemicals, the 
federal government’s health depart-
ment considered them safe. But, she 
said, no one actually knew how eat-
ing those altered potatoes would 
affect people’s health long term. She 
also said she was looking for differ-
ent work, as she felt the work she was 

doing was unconscionable. I had to 
agree with her.  

In today’s world there are many 
such jobs with questionable ramifica-
tions. As far as possible and practical, 
our work should be something we feel 
good about, something that will not 
harm the planet and the innocent  
living entities residing on it.

Confusion	

Although a heroic and powerful gen-
eral, Arjuna was so bewildered by 
his conflicting considerations that he 
became incapacitated. This may seem 
like a weakness and disqualification, 
but actually Arjuna’s considering the 
pros and cons of his involvement in 
the battle was evidence of his divine 
qualities. That his enemies weren’t  
considering these pros and cons 
– the suffering that would ensue 
from their actions, the sinful reac- 
tions they might incur, and the 
ramifications in society – and that 
they were hellbent on fighting 
and weren’t bewildered are signs 
of their disqualifications to be 
leaders. Kṛṣṇa wanted Arjuna to 
rid the world of them.

Given certain circumstances, confu-
sion is a good sign. This world is filled 
with conflict and conflicting opinions,  
and those of us who want to act con-
scientiously, rather than solely for 
personal material profit, may find our-
selves bewildered. We can take care-
ful note of how Arjuna resolved his 
bewilderment: he approached a quali-
fied person and sought guidance. We 
can do the same. 

Prabhupāda writes, “The Lord 
spoke Bhagavad-gītā, and thereby 
Arjuna achieved self-realization, and 
even today anyone who follows the 
path of Arjuna can also attain the same 
benefit as Śrī Arjuna. The scriptures 
are meant for this purpose.” (Śrīmad-
Bhāgavatam 2.7.3, Purport) Arjuna’s 
path was to humbly serve and respect 
a bona fide spiritual master, inquire 
from him, and follow his instructions. 
In doing this Arjuna found the solace  
also available to us. Arjuna said, “O 
Kṛṣṇa, I totally accept as truth all 
that You have told me.” (Gītā 10.14) 
And later, after Kṛṣṇa asked him, “O 
Arjuna, have you heard this with an 

attentive mind? And are your igno-
rance and illusions now dispelled?” 
(Gītā 18.72) Arjuna’s answer reveals 
his clarity of mind and intention:  
“My dear Kṛṣṇa, O infallible one, my 
illusion is now gone. I have regained 
my memory by Your mercy. I am now 
firm and free from doubt and am  
prepared to act according to Your 
instructions.” (Gītā 18.73)

Similar clarity is available to us if 
we follow Arjuna’s path.

Conclusion	

Although the concept of duty plays 
an important role in Kṛṣṇa’s teachings 
in the Bhagavad-gītā, it may not be a 
concept we know much about or are 
attracted to. Yet the inescapable fact 

is that human life comes with duties: 
for example, our responsibilities to our 
children, the work we must do to sur-
vive in this world, and our expressions 
of gratitude to our many benefactors. 
With our life comes responsibility, and 
responsibility entails duty.

What Arjuna confronted on the 
battlefield and we also sometimes con-
front is unpalatable duty – duty con-
trary to our desires and perhaps our 
sense of righteousness. Through the 
beautiful verses of the Gītā, Kṛṣṇa 
teaches Arjuna and all willing listen- 
ers that we should not do anything  
– either good or bad – on our own 
account, but must do everything on  
behalf of Him, the Supreme Person- 
ality of Godhead. In Śrīla Prabhupāda’s  
words, “Duties must be carried out, 
with dependence on Kṛṣṇa, because 
that is the constitutional position of 
the living entity. The living entity can-
not be happy independent of the coop-
eration of the Supreme Lord, because 
the eternal constitutional position of 
the living entity is to become subordi-
nate to the desires of the Lord.” (Gītā 
3.30, Purport) 

We carry out our duty remember-
ing that Kṛṣṇa – not us – is the enjoyer 
of the results of our activity. Kṛṣṇa 
told Arjuna and through him all of us, 
“You have a right to perform your pre-
scribed duty, but you are not entitled 
to the fruits of action.” (Gītā 2.47) 
And later: “Whatever you do, what-
ever you eat, whatever you offer or 
give away, and whatever austerities 
you perform – do that, O son of Kuntī, 
as an offering to Me.” (Gītā 9.27).

In other words, we are meant to do 
our duty for Kṛṣṇa. Our first and fore-
most duty is to serve Him. To this end, 
we hear about Him. After hearing, we  
naturally want to speak about His 
qualities and activities, and from those 
sincere practices we remember Kṛṣṇa’s 
transcendental nature. By our hearing  

about Him, speaking about Him, 
and remembering Him, our activities 
become more and more spiritual- 
ized and we increasingly feel Kṛṣṇa’s 
presence in our lives. Our material 
attachments wane along with our feel-
ings of fear, guilt, and confusion. Our 
path becomes clear.

In the final verse of the Gītā, the 
narrator, Sañjaya, said, “Wherever 
there is Kṛṣṇa, the master of all mys-
tics, and wherever there is Arjuna, the 
supreme archer, there will also cer-
tainly be opulence, victory, extraor-
dinary power, and morality.” (Gītā 
18.78) Śrīla Prabhupāda explains that 
if we properly use our minute indepen-
dence, we will act for Kṛṣṇa’s pleasure 
and come under His divine protection. 
Then all our miseries will cease, and 
we will attain our “normal condition 
in the pleasure-giving potency” (Gītā 
18.78, Purport). 

We will be completely and lastingly 
happy.

Viśākhā Devī Dāsī has been writing 
for BTG since 1973. Visit her website 
at our-spiritual-journey.com.

 

If we properly use our minute indepen-
dence, we will act for Krsna’s pleasure 
and come under His divine protection.

 

The Sunday Feast
YOU’RE INVITED!

Most Hare K®ß∫a centers around the world put on a special  
festival every Sunday—for regulars as well as newcomers. Come 

by and get a taste of the world’s oldest cultural tradition. Call your 
nearest center to find out the schedule for the Sunday Feast.

(See “Centers,” pages 59–61, or visit directory.krishna.com.)



MARCH / APRIL 2015  •   BACK TO GODHEAD   19        18   BACK TO GODHEAD  •   MARCH / APRIL 2015 

IN HIS BOOK Mathurā Māhātmya, the great 
devotional scholar and ācārya Śrīla Rūpa 
Gosvāmī states, “They who die in the area 

of Mathura and Vrindavan become perfect 
and attain the supreme destination.” But most 
devotees do not reside in Vrindavan, and until 

recently, even those who had 
sufficient notice and facil-
ity would not find a proper 
support system to see them 
through their final stages once 
they arrived. 

One devotee who was able 
to pass away in Vrindavan 
in the best way possible was 
Arcā-vigraha Dāsī. Born 
Aileen Lipkin, Arcā-vigraha 
was a South African painter 
and sculptor of international  
repute. She joined ISKCON 
in Johannesburg in 1985 at the  
age of fifty-two and moved 
permanently to Vrindavan 
toward the end of 1991, when 
she was diagnosed with ter- 
minal cancer. According to 
her physician, she had only 
six months to live. She was 
already building a house in  
the Raman Reti area near 
ISKCON’s Krishna-Balaram 
Temple, and she soon moved  
and stayed there with a devoted  

godsister until she passed away two and a half 
years later. Throughout her increasingly pain-
ful illness, she lacked neither spiritual nor 
material care. As a spiritually advanced soul, 
she attracted the company of other elevated 
Vaiṣṇavas, and many devotees were eager to 
have her association and to offer service. 

Having experienced the benefits of prepar-
ing to pass away in Vrindavan, Arcā-vigraha 
desired that other devotees should have the 
same opportunity, and shortly before her depar-
ture she requested her spiritual master, His 
Holiness Girirāja Swami, to establish a “Back 
to Godhead” clinic where dying devotees could 
spend their last days supported by loving  
devotees and expert caregivers.

Originally, Girirāja Swami wanted to get a 
large piece of land and build cottages so that 
each devotee would have his or her own place, 
as Arcā-vigraha did. But when he and his team 
saw that getting enough land for an afford-
able price would take the hospice far from the 
Krishna-Balaram Temple, they decided to cre-
ate the atmosphere of a home in a larger insti- 
tutional setting. The team considered several 
plots, but when one after another the prop-
erties became unavailable, Abhirāma Dāsa 
– who had designed resorts in several coun-
tries and, in Vrindavan, both the MVT Guest 
House complex and the Kirtan Ashram for 
senior ISKCON women – remembered a piece 
of land that ISKCON had purchased in the 
early nineties with the idea of turning it into a 

Aid for the Journey Home

Shortly before passing away in Vrindavan, a devotee  
requested her spiritual master to establish a “Back to  
Godhead” clinic there for Śrīla Prabhupāda’s followers.

by Viśākhā Priyā Devī Dāsī

Bhaktivedanta 
Hospice

The 23-bed Bhaktivedanta Hospice (top) in Vrindavan 
was founded in 2010 by Girirāja Swami (above). At right, 

hospice staff members examine a potential patient.

Stills from The Final Journey, a film by Rasa Acharya (2) 

Ananta Siṁha Dāsa
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park as a Centennial offering to Śrīla 
Prabhupāda.

The land is adjacent to the pari-
kramā road trod by pilgrims during  
their devotional walks around Vrinda-
van. It is a sacred grove of mostly 
kadamba and tamala trees known as 
Giriraj Bhag (“Giriraj’s garden”). For 
five generations it belonged to the 
family of Sri Padmanabha Goswami, 
hereditary priests and caretakers of 
Vrindavan’s Rādhā-ramaṇa Temple. 
Because it was so peaceful – one of 
the most beautiful places in Vrindavan 
– Padmanabha Goswami’s great-
grandfather often went there to chant. 
And after Śrīla Prabhupāda returned to 
Vrindavan in 1970 with his American 
disciples, he, too, would chant there in 
the morning. 

The Rādhā-ramaṇa Goswamis 
agreed to sell the land to ISKCON, 
but only on the condition that the trees 
never be cut down. Since ISKCON had  
been planning to make a park in Prabhu- 
pāda’s name, they readily agreed, but 
the project had not gone forward and  
the land remained open. When Abhi-
rāma Dāsa now approached the origi-
nal donors for the land, they all agreed 
to dedicate it to the hospice, and finally, 
on August 6, 2010, Bhaktivedanta 
Hospice opened its doors.

Many devotees were involved in 
the purchase of the land and devel-
opment of the hospice. Longtime 
ISKCON member and benefactor  
Kṛṣṇa-candra Dāsa pledged his sup- 
port, and Saṅgītā Dāsī (Susan Pattin- 
son, R.N.), the international pioneer  
of Vaishnavas C.A.R.E. (Counseling, 
Assistance, Resources, and Education 
for the Terminally Ill), provided knowl- 
edge and expertise. As the project pro-
gressed, however, it became clear that 
there was a need for local devotees 
who would take direct responsibility 
for the facility’s construction and man-
agement. Appreciating the project’s 
great value, His Holiness Rādhānāth 
Swami, spiritual advisor for Bhakti- 
vedanta Hospital in Mumbai, ex-
plained this need to the hospital staff. 
Its director, Mādhavānanda Dāsa 
(Dr. Ajay P. Sankhe), and its deputy 
director in charge of spiritual care, 
Viśvarūpa Dāsa (Dr. Vivekanand  
Shanbhag), agreed to serve as hospice 
director and deputy director.

nursing, social, and spiritual services 
are provided in two contexts: in the 
hospice itself, where people come  
for pain management and treatment  
of other symptoms and are either 
admitted or treated as outpatients;  
and at home, where eighty percent  
of terminally ill patients choose to  
stay until they die. Such patients are 
served through regular planned home 
visits.

The hospice also offers Respite 
Care for patients’ caregivers. When 
a caretaker becomes emotionally or 
physically exhausted, the staff offers 
fifteen days of relief, taking care of the 
patient at the hospice facility. End-of- 
Life Care provides intensified medical, 
nursing, social, and, especially, spiri-
tual care for terminally ill patients who 
have reached the last stage, known as  
“active dying,” assisting them until 
their last breath and continuing through 
the ensuing funeral procedures. Be- 
reavement Care includes social and 
spiritual care for the close relatives 
of departed souls. This takes place 
regularly for thirteen months after a 

The second and third floors of the 
hospice are reserved for patients. Each 
floor has a kitchen; a dining area; a  
“Back to Godhead” room, where 
patients are brought in their final 
hours; and eight private rooms large 
enough for both the patients and their 
caregivers to live in comfortably,  
each including a kitchenette and with 
a bathroom with enough space to 
accommodate the patient’s bed. Some 
of the rooms have additional features 
such as air conditioning, audio sys-
tems, desks, chairs, sofas, and refrig-
erators, and most have bay windows 
with beautiful views of the trees of 
Raman Reti. 

All hospice patients receive free 
meals of kṛṣṇa-prasāda, and although 
there are charges for some medicines 
and for oxygen, pathology tests, and 
ambulance services, patients who can-
not afford a private room can stay in 
one of two three-bed wards free of 
charge, and discounts are available for 
patients in need. No one has ever been 
turned away from the hospice because 
he or she could not pay. 

An Expert Staff	

The Final Journey, by Saṅgītā Dāsī, is 
a comprehensive, straightforward, and 
practical guide that explains in detail 
how hospice care can assist in a devo-
tee’s departure. Saṅgītā Dāsī has been 
to the hospice several times to coach 
nurses and volunteers, and Dr. Sankhe 
and Dr. Shanbhag, both of whom re- 
ceived fellowships in Palliative Medi- 
cine and Hospice Administration from 
the San Diego Hospice, in California, 
visit regularly. Dr. Avnish Pandey 
(Anantasiṁha Dāsa), the hospice’s res-
ident physician, was already a special-
ist in Health Care and Palliative Care 
when, at Rādhānāth Swami’s request, 
he and his wife left his career and their 
comfortable lives in Mumbai and set-
tled in Vrindavan to assist devotees in 
their final journey. All of the hospice’s 
nurses are qualified in GNM (General 
Nursing and Midwifery) and certified 
by the Indian Association of Palliative 
Care, and have at least five years’ 
experience in the field. 

Bhaktivedanta Hospice’s medical,  

Realizing the Vision	

The initial vision for Bhaktivedanta 
Hospice was that it would be for Śrīla 
Prabhupāda’s followers who had given 
their lives in his service, but as the 
project developed, the team concluded 
that the hospice could and should also 
serve Vraja-vasis, residents of the 
greater Vrindavan area. In its mission 
to offer a permanent solution to the 
essential problem of material exis-
tence – repeated birth, death, old age, 
and disease – the hospice would help 
patients think of God at the time of 
death and provide care for both them 
and their loved ones.

The hospice is sensitive to a wide 

range of patient needs and desires and  
is committed to letting patients decide 
how they want to spend their last days  
– and to what extent they want medi-
cal interventions that might alleviate  
pain or extend life but also disturb 
their consciousness or impede their 
ability to remember Kṛṣṇa, chant and  
hear about Him, and have loving 
exchanges with devotees and family 
members. 

The hospice is housed in a three-
story building nestled in the remnants 
of the grove, a short walk from the 
Krishna-Balaram Temple. The ground 
floor includes a large reception area 
presided over by a mūrti (sculpted 
form) of Śrīla Prabhupāda, a temple 

room, consulting rooms, 
a pharmacy, and a con-
ference room. French 
windows open onto the 
garden, where pink sand-
stone benches invite 
patients and visitors to  
sit in the shade of the  
centuries-old trees. A 
separate wing, accessed 
through a garden entrance, 
has quarters for the resi-
dent doctors, nurses, and 
spiritual counselors.

Some of Lord 
Kṛṣṇa’s devotees 
behind the 
project (left, top 
to bottom): Dr. 
D. V. Shanbhag, 
deputy director 
of Bhaktivedanta 
Hospice; Saṅgītā 
Dāsī (Susan 
Pattinson, R. N.), 
certified hospice 
care educator; 
Hrishikesh 
Mafatlal, project 
supporter and 
head of Arvind 
Mafatlal Group.

An attendant shares time with a patient by helping her remember the Lord’s holy names.

Stills from The Final Journey, a film by Rasa Acharya (3) 
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was also able to depart in an exem-
plary way, with support from the com-
munity. Ācārya Ratna, a brahmacārī 
serving in Kolkata, received a call 
from his brother informing him that 
their father was very ill, possibly 
dying. When Ācārya Ratna traveled 
to their village in Maharashtra, he 
found his father in a helpless condi-
tion, unable to sit or stand, eat, move 
his limbs, or talk. Babasaheb could not 
even recognize his son. 

Ācārya Ratna thought of all the sac- 
rifices his father had made for him – 
how his father had always showed him 
love and affection and encouraged him 
in his spiritual life, even when he had 
decided to quit his career as a software 
engineer and join ISKCON as a full-
time brahmacārī. He also remembered 
Babasaheb’s pious activities – how he 
had often arranged spiritual programs 
and served saintly people, inviting 
sadhus into their home, giving them 
charity, and seeking their blessings. 

Ācārya Ratna meditated long and  
hard on how he could serve his father  
in his time of greatest need, and then  
he heard from the Pune temple presi-
dent about Bhaktivedanta Hospice. 
Ācārya Ratna phoned Dr. Viśvarūpa, 

very nice – sunlit, well ventilated, and 
spacious enough to accommodate both 
him and the rest of us. We could hear 
the sweet chirping of birds outside, 
and from the window we could view 
the surrounding shade trees and get 
glimpses of cows from the nearby go-
shala. My father’s bed could even be 
brought into the bathroom so that we 
could bathe him.”

Before arriving, Babasaheb had 
developed a bedsore, but with the 
nurses’ care and an air-circulating bed, 
it healed. He had been coughing, but 
his chest soon cleared and he could 
breathe normally. And as the staff 
tended to his physical needs, his fam-
ily would give him caraṇāmṛta, sacred 
water that has bathed the deities, from 
Vrindavan’s main temples; sprinkle  
him with holy waters from Radha-
kunda, Syama-kunda, Manasi-ganga, 
and the Yamuna; and anoint his body  
with the sacred dust of Vraja. Devotees 
from the community would bring gar-
lands and caraṇāmṛta from the dei-
ties of Krishna-Balaram Temple. They 
would come and read aloud from Śrīla 
Prabhupāda’s book Kṛṣṇa and talk with 
the family. It was the holy month of

         (please turn to page 58) 

patient’s death, with special emphasis 
on the first anniversary. Bhaktivedanta 
Hospice also suggests services that 
friends, family, and well-wishers can 
offer patients both in their homes and 
in the hospice, including cooking, 
cleaning, making garlands, singing, 
reading, and just keeping company.

A Mother’s Last Years
In Vrindavan	
Many Vraja-vasis, devotees, and par-
ents of devotees have already bene-
fitted from Bhaktivedanta Hospice’s 
services. At the hospice opening, Śrīla 
Prabhupāda’s disciple Nirguṇa Devī 
Dāsī spoke about her mother’s last two 
years in Vrindavan. She and her par-
ents had first met Śrīla Prabhupāda 
in 1971 in Calcutta, and in 1975 she 
was initiated in Vrindavan, during 
the opening of the Krishna-Balaram 
Temple. By the time she brought her 
mother to Vrindavan in the summer 
of 2008, her mother had been suffer-
ing from Alzheimer’s disease for about 
five years and had been bedridden for 
the last three. She had requested that 
she never be taken to a hospital. When 
a flat became available in the MVT 

complex, Nirguṇa moved there with 
her mother. 

“Dr. Śyāmavallabha and Dr. Ananta- 
siṁha came regularly to see her, and  
they always answered my calls promp- 
tly,” Nirguṇa said. “In addition to see-
ing to my mother, they also helped 
me to cope psychologically and emo-
tionally, as it was so hard to see my 
mother starve to death, which was the 
reality of the situation. They arranged 
everything we needed to keep her as 
comfortable as possible – an air mat-
tress, a device for administering mea-
sured amounts of pain medication, an 
oxygen cylinder, and medicines that 
we were sometimes unable to obtain, 
even after trying many places in Delhi. 

“A few days before Gaura Pūrṇimā, 
my mother stopped taking even water. 
Dr. Anantasiṁha expertly outlined all 
that was about to occur and helped me 
prepare myself. Dr. Śyāmavallabha 
was also advising me on the phone, 
telling me to be strong and let her 
go. Finally, she went very peacefully 
and gracefully – one day after Gaura 
Pūrṇima, in the midst of devotees 
singing Kṛṣṇa’s names.

“Thanks to Bhaktivedanta Hospice, 
my mother had state-of-the-art care at 

who told him to bring his father to the 
hospice immediately. 

When asked about the charges, Dr.  
Viśvarūpa replied, “The official char-
ges are Rs. 2,000 per day plus medi-
cine, but as a full-time temple devotee, 
you have given your life to serve Kṛṣṇa. 
Don’t worry about the finances; just 
bring your father.” 

Family members and neighbors were 
apprehensive about Ācārya Ratna tak-
ing Babasaheb so far, but in the end, 
he, his father, and five relatives all 
undertook the journey from their vil-
lage to Mathura, where they were met 
by two devotees and an ambulance to 
transport his father to Vrindavan. 

“At the hospice,” Ācārya Ratna 
later recounted, “the staff welcomed 
us, oriented us, situated my father, and 
arranged for our stay, prasāda, and all 
necessities. Dr. Anantasiṁha spoke 
confidentially with the family, guiding 
us on how to take care of my father 
in a loving, caring, and sensitive way, 
and Dr. Viśvarupa spoke to us about 
the nature of the soul, the glories of 
Vrindavan, and my father’s good for-
tune. The family’s doubts were all 
answered; everyone felt sure that we 
were in the right place. His room was 

home – and in sacred Vrindavan. The 
hospice staff was always most help-
ful, coming regularly to give injec-
tions and replace catheters. In short, 
Bhaktivedanta Hospice was God-
sent, or Kṛṣṇa-sent, in every sense of 
the word. My brothers too were both 
moved by and extremely grateful for 
this selfless service. Through the hos-
pice’s sincere care for my mother, they 
saw the true Vrindavan spirit of ser-
vice. The role of the hospice and of 
Girirāja Swami in my mother’s exem-
plary departure onward from Vrinda- 
van cannot be acknowledged enough. 
Bhaktivedanta Hospice is performing 
a service of utmost value. Their sup-
port for dying devotees, given with 
loving care, allows devotees to make 
their transition from this life in a dig-
nified and peaceful way, in remem-
brance of Kṛṣṇa. Surely this service 
is most pleasing to Śrīla Prabhupāda, 
who instilled in us the value of living 
and dying in Kṛṣṇa’s land.”

Another Grateful Family	

The hospice’s first resident patient 
from ISKCON, Babasaheb Narayan 
Patil, the father of Ācārya Ratna Dāsa, 

The Bhakti-
vedanta 
Hospice also 
provides home 
hospice care 
(left), a valued 
assistance 
given free to 
the poor. Visits 
may include 
guidance for 
caretakers and 
free medicine. 
Below right, a 
patient nearing 
the end has 
someone to turn 
to for comfort.

Still from The Final Journey, a film by Rasa Acharya

Still from The Final Journey, a film by Rasa Acharya
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Is Religion the 
Opium of the Masses?

by Caitanya Caraṇa Dāsa

Close examination of this old charge 
against religion raises the opposite question: 

Might atheism be the opium?

©iStock.com/Beau Meyer

RELIGION IS THE opium of the 
masses” is the argument often  
 used by atheists to dismiss reli-

gion without addressing the substan-
tial issues it deals with. Though others 
before Karl Marx had promoted the 
idea, he made it famous: “Religion is 
the sigh of the oppressed creature, the 
heart of a heartless world, the soul of 
soulless conditions. It is the opium of 
the people.”

What does the religion-as-opium 
argument imply? Atheists allege that 
just as opium intoxicates people with 
illusory feelings of well-being without 

2. Can we have real well-being  
 without religion?
3. Does religion divert our energy   
 from real well-being?

1. Are the hopes offered by religion  
 false?

Religion usually centers on the exis-
tence of a benevolent God by whose 
grace we can attain a world of eter-
nal happiness. It frequently tells us 
that our present world is a station, not 
a destination. This world is a place 
we pass through during our journey 

towards eternal existence. By living 
here according to God’s guidelines, we 
can live fruitfully and evolve towards 
spiritual perfection.

Are these religious beliefs false?
By material methods of observation  

and inference, we may not be able to 
conclusively prove the otherworldly 
truth-claims of religion. But we can 
definitely look at its this-worldly effects.

Unlike opium, which harms our 
health, religion heals us in many ways,  
physically and mentally. In the Hand- 
book of Religion and Health, published  
by Oxford University Press, Harold G.  

offering any real relief, so does reli-
gion. Only when people shed the false 
hopes offered by religion will they 
strive for actual well-being.

The juxtaposition of religion with 
opium captivates many people, who 
start viewing religion negatively with-
out critically evaluating the validity of 
its equation with opium. 

The religion-as-opium argument has  
several unstated assumptions. Let’s look  
at these in the form of three questions. 

1. Are the hopes offered by religion  
 false?

“
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CANTO 4: CHAPTER 14

Highly qualified brāhmaṇas and sages employ their knowledge and 
skill to bring forth incarnations of the Lord and His consort.

Referred to as “the ripe fruit of the tree of Vedic literature,” Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 
is the most complete and authoritative exposition of Vedic knowledge. Five thousand years ago 
the great sage Kṛṣṇa Dvaipāyana Vyāsa composed this purāṇa, or history, to explain the essence 

of spiritual knowledge. Here we present Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam in serialized form, 
with the original Sanskrit text, transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports 

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda, 
founder-ācārya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

THE APPEARANCE
OF KING PRTHU

AND QUEEN ARCI

BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM  

    naAËÿsya vaMzAAe r"AjaSaeR&#re"Sa s$aMsTaAtaumahR"ita 
    @maAeGavaIyaAR ih" na{paA vaMzAe'ismana, ke(zAvaA™ayaA:

          nāṅgasya vaṁśo rājarṣer
               eṣa saṁsthātum arhati
          amogha-vīryā hi nṛpā
               vaṁśe ’smin keśavāśrayāḥ

na – not; aṅgasya – of King Aṅga; vaṁśaḥ – family line; 
rāja-ṛṣeḥ – of the saintly King; eṣaḥ – this; saṁsthātum – to 
be stopped; arhati – ought; amogha – without sin, powerful; 
vīryāḥ – their semen; hi – because; nṛpāḥ – kings; vaṁśe – 
in the family; asmin – this; keśava – of the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead; āśrayāḥ – under the shelter.

The sages decided that the descendants of the family of 
the saintly King Aṅga should not be stopped, for in this 
family the semen was very powerful and the children were 
prone to become devotees of the Lord.

PURPORT: The purity of hereditary succession is called 
amogha-vīrya. The pious seminal succession in the twice-born 
families of the brāhmaṇas and kṣatriyas especially, as well 

42

2

as in the families of vaiśyas also, must be kept very pure by 
the observation of the purificatory processes beginning with 
garbhādhāna-saṁskāra, which is observed before conceiving 
a child. Unless this purificatory process is strictly observed, 
especially by the brāhmaṇas, the family descendants become 
impure, and gradually sinful activities become visible in the 
family. Mahārāja Aṅga was very pure because of the purifi-
cation of semen in the family of Mahārāja Dhruva. However, 
his semen became contaminated in association with his wife, 
Sunīthā, who happened to be the daughter of death personi-
fied. Because of this polluted semen, King Vena was produced. 
This was a catastrophe in the family of Dhruva Mahārāja.  
All the saintly persons and sages considered this point, and 
they decided to take action in this matter, as described in the 
following verses.

 ivainaiêtyaEvama{SayaAe ivapaªasya mah"Ipatae: 
 	 mamanTauè&çM& tar"s$aA ta‡aAs$aIß"Aò"k(Ae nar":

  viniścityaivam ṛṣayo
       vipannasya mahīpateḥ
  mamanthur ūruṁ tarasā
       tatrāsīd bāhuko naraḥ

viniścitya – deciding; evam – thus; ṛṣayaḥ – the great sages; 
vipannasya – dead; mahī-pateḥ – of the King; mamanthuḥ 
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Koenig, M.D.; Michael E. McCullough,  
Ph.D.; and the late David B. Larson, 
M.D., carefully reviewed no fewer 
than two thousand published experi-
ments that tested the relationship 
between religion and everything from 
blood pressure, heart disease, cancer, 
and stroke to depression, suicide, psy-
chotic disorders, and marital problems. 
Some of their findings:

• People who attended a spiritual pro-
gram at least once a week lived an 
average seven years longer than those 
who didn’t attend at all.
• Religious youth showed significantly  
lower levels of drug and alcohol abuse,  
premature sexual involvement, criminal  
delinquency, and suicidal tendencies 

than their nonreligious counterparts.
• Elderly people with deep, personal 
religious faith had a stronger sense of 
well-being and life satisfaction than 
their less religious peers.

The authors’ conclusion? “A high SQ 
[Spiritual Quotient] faithfulness to 
God appears to benefit people of all 
means, educational levels and ages.”

These findings are so consistent and 
compelling that Dr. Patrick Glynn in 
his book God – The Evidence poign-
antly states their implications: “If this 
[religious belief] is an illusion, it is, 
first of all, not a harmful one, as Freud 
and the moderns taught. On the con-
trary, it is mentally beneficial. It is 
also, more puzzlingly, physically ben-
eficial. And strangest of all, by delib-
erately interacting with this illusion 
in a sincere spirit, through meditative 
prayer, one can create improvements 
in symptoms of disease that otherwise 
cannot be medically explained.” His 
last comment refers to findings like 
those of Dr. Herbert Benson, reported 
in his book The Relaxation Response: 
the benefits of religious belief are 
greater when those beliefs are deeply 

cherished, not nominally held. What 
are we to infer from this? Is religion 
an illusion that somehow accidentally 
offers real benefits? And is it such a 
peculiar illusion that the greater our 
belief in it, the greater the benefits? 
That is, the more we believe some-
thing wrong to be right, the more it 
sets right things that are otherwise 
nearly impossible to set right?  

Rather than swallowing such a 
twisted preconception, can we be open- 
minded enough to consider a more 
natural and logical inference? Could it 
be that religion may not be an illusion 
at all? Might religious belief and prac-
tice harmonize us with some deeper 
reality, thus benefiting us mentally and 
physically?

I hear the objection “Wait a min- 
ute – religion is the cause of so much 
violence and war.” 

Is it, really? Statistics reveal that 
violence has been far more prevalent 
in atheistic parts of the world than 
elsewhere. R. J. Rummel, in Lethal 
Politics: Soviet Genocide and Mass 
Murder Since 1917, documents that 
the victims of Marxist governments 
amounted to 95,200,000. By compari-
son, the battle-killed in all foreign and 
domestic wars in the twentieth century 
totaled 35,700,000.

In utter disregard of such serious  
analysis, the religion-as-opium argu-
ment swaggers with intellectual arro- 
gance. It summarily dismisses religion  
by equating religious beliefs with 
opium-induced hallucinations. Aggres- 
sively dismissing ideas that contradict  
one’s own beliefs – isn’t that what 
intolerance is all about? The religion-
as-opium argument reflects an arro- 
gant, intolerant faith, the faith known 
as atheistic fundamentalism. Of 
course, this atheistic faith conceals its 
intolerance under the garbs of science, 
secularism, and social progress. But 
when we strip it of its misdirecting  

jargon, it stands exposed for what it is: 
a fanatical belief in disbelief.

2. Can we have real well-being 
 without religion? 

Atheism assumes that the material 
level of existence is the only reality; 
whatever well-being is to be had must 
therefore be had at the material level 
alone. Atheists believe that if people 
stopped taking the opium of religion, 
then they would strive for and achieve 
real well-being at the material level.

Has that hope been realized by prop- 
agating atheism and relegating religion  
to the sidelines of intellectual and 
social life, as has happened in many 
parts of the world in recent times?

Not at all.
The material level of existence is 

characterized by misery and mortal-
ity. Even Marx in his religion-opium 
quote referred to people as “oppressed 
creatures.”

If we reject religion as an opiate, 
can we free ourselves from the oppres-
sion of our inevitable mortality? No, 
because atheism rivets us to matter and 
material existence, which are temporary.  
Atheism implies that:

• We are material beings who will 
end with death. And death comes 
arbitrarily on anyone at any time. It 
knocks us all out of existence fully 
and forever. Period.
• Our life has no ultimate purpose or 
meaning. We are made of nothing but 
particles of matter moving about  
endlessly and meaninglessly.

How can such a dreary, draining, and 
depressing worldview foster well-
being? As the theoretical physicist – 
and atheist – Steven Weinberg states, 
“The more the universe seems com-
prehensible, the more it also seems 
pointless.” With such a gloomy vision 
of life, many naturally doubt whether 
living itself has any value. Albert 
Camus states this explicitly at the start 
of his essay The Myth of Sisyphus: 
“There is only one really serious philo- 
sophical question, and that is suicide.”

A Godless, soulless worldview makes  
life meaningless, purposeless – worth-
less. It drives millions to ennui and  
         (please turn to page 56) 

 

The religion-as-opium argument reflects 
an arrogant, intolerant faith, the faith  
known as atheistic fundamentalism.
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This person born from King Vena’s thighs was named 
Bāhuka, and his complexion was as black as a crow’s. All 
the limbs of his body were very short, his arms and legs 
were short, and his jaws were large. His nose was flat, his 
eyes were reddish, and his hair copper-colored.

    taM tau tae'vanataM d"InaM ikM( k(r"AemaIita vaAid"nama,      
    inaSaIde"tya“auvaMstaAta s$a inaSaAd"stataAe'Bavata, 

          taṁ tu te ’vanataṁ dīnaṁ
               kiṁ karomīti vādinam
          niṣīdety abruvaṁs tāta
               sa niṣādas tato ’bhavat

tam – unto him; tu – then; te – the sages; avanatam – bowed 
down; dīnam – meek; kim – what; karomi – shall I do; iti – thus; 
vādinam – inquiring; niṣīda – just sit down; iti – thus; abru-
van – they replied; tāta – my dear Vidura; saḥ – he; niṣādaḥ 
– of the name Niṣāda; tataḥ – thereafter; abhavat – became.

He was very submissive and meek, and immediately after 
his birth he bowed down and inquired, “Sirs, what shall I 
do?” The great sages replied, “Please sit down [niṣīda].” 
Thus Niṣāda, the father of the Naiṣāda race, was born.

PURPORT: It is said in the śāstras that the head of the body 
represents the brāhmaṇas, the arms represent the kṣatriyas, 
the abdomen represents the vaiśyas, and the legs, beginning 
with the thighs, represent the śūdras. The śūdras are some-
times called black, or kṛṣṇa. The brāhmaṇas are called śukla, 
or white, and the kṣatriyas and the vaiśyas are a mixture of 
black and white. However, those who are extraordinarily 
white are said to have skin produced out of white leprosy. It 
may be concluded that white or a golden hue is the color of 
the higher caste, and black is the complexion of the śūdras.

     tasya vaMzyaAstau naESaAd"A igAir"k(AnanagAAecar"A:				
								yaenaAh"r"ÀaAyamaAnaAe vaenak(lmaSamaulbaNAma, 

         tasya vaṁśyās tu naiṣādā
              giri-kānana-gocarāḥ
         yenāharaj jāyamāno
              vena-kalmaṣam ulbaṇam

tasya – his (Niṣāda’s); vaṁśyāḥ – descendants; tu – then; 
naiṣādāḥ – called Naiṣādas; giri-kānana – the hills and for-
ests; gocarāḥ – inhabiting; yena – because; aharat – he took 
upon himself; jāyamānaḥ – being born; vena – of King Vena; 
kalmaṣam – all kinds of sin; ulbaṇam – very fearful.

After his [Niṣāda’s] birth, he immediately took charge of 
all the resultant actions of King Vena’s sinful activities. As 
such, this Naiṣāda class are always engaged in sinful activ-
ities like stealing, plundering, and hunting. Consequently 
they are only allowed to live in the hills and forests.

BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

1) What happened when the sages churned the   
 thighs of the dead body of King Vena?
2) What does Śrīla Prabhupāda say was proven   
 when a person was born by the churning of 
 King Vena’s thighs?

BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

3) What happened when the brāhmaṇas and sages  
 churned King Vena’s arms?
4) Why was the churning method adopted by the   
 great sages and scholars perfect?
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– churned; ūrum – the thighs; tarasā – with specific power; 
tatra – thereupon; āsīt – was born; bāhukaḥ – of the name 
Bāhuka (dwarf); naraḥ – a person.

After making a decision, •the saintly persons and sages 
churned the thighs of the dead body of King Vena with 
great force and according to a specific method. As a result 
of this churning, a dwarf-like person was born from King 
Vena’s body.

PURPORT: •That a person was born by the churning of the 
thighs of King Vena proves that the spirit soul is individual 
and separate from the body. The great sages and saintly per-
sons could beget another person from the body of the dead 
King Vena, but it was not possible for them to bring King 
Vena back to life. King Vena was gone, and certainly he had 
taken another body. The saintly persons and sages were only 
concerned with the body of Vena because it was a result of 
the seminal succession in the family of Mahārāja Dhruva. 
Consequently, the ingredients by which another body could 
be produced were there in the body of King Vena. By a cer-
tain process, when the thighs of the dead body were churned, 
another body came out. Although dead, the body of King 
Vena was preserved by drugs, and mantras chanted by King 
Vena’s mother. In this way the ingredients for the produc-
tion of another body were there. When the body of the per-
son named Bāhuka came out of the dead body of King Vena, 
it was really not very astonishing. It was simply a question of 
knowing how to do it. From the semen of one body, another 
body is produced, and the life symptoms are visible due to the 
soul’s taking shelter of this body. One should not think that 
it was impossible for another body to come out of the dead 
body of Mahārāja Vena. This was performed by the skillful 
action of the sages.

     k(Ak(k{(SNAAe'itaœ"svaAËÿAe œ"svabaAò"maRh"Ah"nau:  
      œ"svapaAiªa°anaAs$aAƒaAe r"·(AºastaA•amaUDaRja:

         kāka-kṛṣṇo ’tihrasvāṅgo
              hrasva-bāhur mahā-hanuḥ
         hrasva-pān nimna-nāsāgro
              raktākṣas tāmra-mūrdhajaḥ

kāka-kṛṣṇaḥ – as black as a crow; ati-hrasva – very short; 
aṅgaḥ – his limbs; hrasva – short; bāhuḥ – his arms; mahā – 
big; hanuḥ – his jaws; hrasva – short; pāt – his legs; nimna – 
flat; nāsa-agraḥ – the tip of his nose; rakta – reddish; akṣaḥ 
– his eyes; tāmra – copperlike; mūrdha-jaḥ – his hair.

PURPORT: The Naiṣādas are not allowed to live in cities and 
towns because they are sinful by nature. As such, their bod-
ies are very ugly, and their occupations are also sinful. We 
should, however, know that even these sinful men (who are 
sometimes called Kirātas) can be delivered from their sinful 
condition to the topmost Vaiṣṇava platform by the mercy of a 
pure devotee. Engagement in the transcendental loving devo-
tional service of the Lord can make anyone, however sinful he 
may be, fit to return home, back to Godhead. One has only to 
become free from all contamination by the process of devo-
tional service. In this way everyone can become fit to return 
home, back to Godhead. This is confirmed by the Lord Him-
self in Bhagavad-gītā (9.32):

          māṁ hi pārtha vyapāśritya
               ye ’pi syuḥ pāpa-yonayaḥ
          striyo vaiśyās tathā śūdrās
               te ’pi yānti parāṁ gatim

“O son of Pṛthā, those who take shelter of Me, though they 
be of lower birth – women, vaiśyas [merchants], as well as 
śūdras [workers] – can approach the supreme destination.”

CANTO 4: CHAPTER 15

maE‡aeya ovaAca
     @Ta tasya paunaivaR$‘aEr"pau‡asya mah"Ipatae: 
     baAò"ByaAM maTyamaAnaAByaAM imaTaunaM s$amapaâta

maitreya uvāca
           atha tasya punar viprair
                aputrasya mahīpateḥ
           bāhubhyāṁ mathyamānābhyāṁ
                mithunaṁ samapadyata

maitreyaḥ uvāca – Maitreya continued to speak; atha – thus; 
tasya – his; punaḥ – again; vipraiḥ – by the brāhmaṇas; apu-
trasya – without a son; mahīpateḥ – of the King; bāhubhyām 
– from the arms; mathyamānābhyām – being churned; mithu-
nam – a couple; samapadyata – took birth.

The great sage Maitreya continued: My dear Vidura, thus 
the brāhmaṇas and the great sages again churned the two 
arms of King Vena’s dead body. •As a result a male and 
female couple came out of his arms.

     taä," ä{"î"A imaTaunaM jaAtama{SayaAe “aövaAid"na: 
     Ocau: par"mas$antauí"A ivaid"tvaA BagAvatk(laAma, 

           tad dṛṣṭvā mithunaṁ jātam
                ṛṣayo brahma-vādinaḥ
           ūcuḥ parama-santuṣṭā
                viditvā bhagavat-kalām

tat – that; dṛṣṭvā – seeing; mithunam – couple; jātam – born; 
ṛṣayaḥ – the great sages; brahma-vādinaḥ – very learned in 
Vedic knowledge; ūcuḥ – said; parama – very much; santuṣṭāḥ 
– being pleased; viditvā – knowing; bhagavat – of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead; kalām – expansion.

The great sages were highly learned in Vedic knowledge. 
When they saw the male and female born of the arms of 
Vena’s body, they were very pleased, for they could under-
stand that the couple was an expansion of a plenary por-
tion of Viṣṇu, the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

PURPORT: The method adopted by the great sages and scholars, 
who were learned in Vedic knowledge, was perfect. •They 
removed all the reactions of King Vena’s sinful activities by 
seeing that King Vena first gave birth to Bāhuka, described in 
the previous chapter. After King Vena’s body was thus puri-
fied, a male and female came out of it, and the great sages 
could understand that this was an expansion of Lord Viṣṇu. 
This expansion, of course, was not viṣṇu-tattva but a specif-
ically empowered expansion of Lord Viṣṇu known as āveśa.

[%Saya Ocau:
     WSa ivaSNAAeBaRgAvata: k(laA BauvanapaAilanaI 
     wyaM ca laºmyaA: s$amBaUita: pauç&SasyaAnapaAiyanaI

ṛṣaya ūcuḥ
            eṣa viṣṇor bhagavataḥ
                 kalā bhuvana-pālinī
            iyaṁ ca lakṣmyāḥ sambhūtiḥ
                 puruṣasyānapāyinī

ṛṣayaḥ ūcuḥ – the sages said; eṣaḥ – this male; viṣṇoḥ – of 
Lord Viṣṇu; bhagavataḥ – of the Supreme Personality of God-
head; kalā – expansion; bhuvana-pālinī – who maintains the 
world; iyam – this female; ca – also; lakṣmyāḥ – of the god-
dess of fortune; sambhūtiḥ – expansion; puruṣasya – of the 
Lord; anapāyinī – inseparable.

The great sages said: The male is a plenary expansion of 
the power of Lord Viṣṇu, who maintains the entire uni-
verse, and the female is a plenary expansion of the god-
dess of fortune, who is never separated from the Lord.

PURPORT: The significance of the goddess of fortune’s never 
being separated from the Lord is clearly mentioned herein. 
People in the material world are very fond of the goddess of 
fortune, and they want her favor in the form of riches. They 
should know, however, that the goddess of fortune is insep-
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BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

5) How can a materialist gain the favor of the 
 goddess of fortune?
6) Of what feature of the Lord are Garuḍa, Lord   
 Śiva, and Ananta expansions?
7) Of what feature of the Lord are, respectively,   
 Indra, Aniruddha, and King Pṛthu 
 incarnations?
8) What is the name of King Pṛthu’s queen?
9) To what category of avatar does King Pṛthu   
 belong?

[Continued in the next issue.]
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arable from Lord Viṣṇu. Materialists should understand that 
the goddess of fortune should be worshiped along with Lord 
Viṣṇu and should not be regarded separately. •Materialists 
seeking the favor of the goddess of fortune must worship Lord 
Viṣṇu and Lakṣmī together to maintain material opulence. If  
a materialist follows the policy of Rāvaṇa, who wanted to sep-
arate Sītā from Lord Rāmacandra, the process of separation 
will vanquish him. Those who are very rich and have taken 
favor of the goddess of fortune in this world must engage  
their money in the service of the Lord. In this way they can 
continue in their opulent position without disturbance.

   @yaM tau ‘aTamaAe r"AÁaAM paumaAna, ‘aTaiyataA yazA: 
   pa{TaunaARma mah"Ar"AjaAe BaivaSyaita pa{Tau™avaA:

         ayaṁ tu prathamo rājñāṁ
              pumān prathayitā yaśaḥ
         pṛthur nāma mahārājo
              bhaviṣyati pṛthu-śravāḥ

ayam – this; tu – then; prathamaḥ – the first; rājñām – of 
kings; pumān – the male; prathayitā – will expand; yaśaḥ – 
reputation; pṛthuḥ – Mahārāja Pṛthu; nāma – by name; mahā-
rājaḥ – the great king; bhaviṣyati – will become; pṛthu-śravāḥ 
– of wide renown.

Of the two, the male will be able to expand his reputation 
throughout the world. His name will be Pṛthu. Indeed, he 
will be the first among kings.

PURPORT: There are different types of incarnations of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead.•In the śāstras it is said 
that Garuḍa (the carrier of Lord Viṣṇu) and Lord Śiva and  
Ananta are all very powerful incarnations of the Brahman 
feature of the Lord. •Similarly, Śacīpati, or Indra, the King 
of heaven, is an incarnation of the lusty feature of the Lord. 
Aniruddha is an incarnation of the Lord’s mind. Similarly, 
King Pṛthu is an incarnation of the ruling force of the Lord. 
Thus the saintly persons and great sages predicted the fu- 
ture activities of King Pṛthu, who was already explained as a 
partial incarnation of a plenary expansion of the Lord.

       wyaM ca s$aud"taI de"vaI gAuNABaUSaNABaUSaNAA 
       @icaRnaARma var"Ar"Aeh"A pa{TaumaevaAvaç&nDataI

           iyaṁ ca sudatī devī
                guṇa-bhūṣaṇa-bhūṣaṇā
           arcir nāma varārohā
                pṛthum evāvarundhatī

iyam – this female child; ca – and; su-datī – who has very nice 
teeth; devī – the goddess of fortune; guṇa – by good quali-
ties; bhūṣaṇa – ornaments; bhūṣaṇā – who beautifies; arciḥ – 
Arci; nāma – by name; vara-ārohā – very beautiful; pṛthum 
– unto King Pṛthu; eva – certainly; avarundhatī – being very 
much attached.

The female has such beautiful teeth and beautiful qualities 
that she will actually beautify the ornaments she wears. •Her name will be Arci. In the future she will accept 
King Pṛthu as her husband.

      WSa s$aAºaAÜ"re"rM"zAAe jaAtaAe laAek(ir"r"ºayaA 
      wyaM ca tatpar"A ih" ™aIr"naujaÁae'napaAiyanaI

             eṣa sākṣād dharer aṁśo
                  jāto loka-rirakṣayā
             iyaṁ ca tat-parā hi śrīr
                  anujajñe ’napāyinī

eṣaḥ – this male; sākṣāt – directly; hareḥ – of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead; aṁśaḥ – partial representative; jātaḥ 
– born; loka – the entire world; rirakṣayā – with a desire to 
protect; iyam – this female; ca – also; tat-parā – very much 
attached to him; hi – certainly; śrīḥ – the goddess of fortune; 
anujajñe – took birth; anapāyinī – inseparable.

In the form of King Pṛthu, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead has appeared through a part of His potency to 
protect the people of the world. The goddess of fortune is 
the constant companion of the Lord, and therefore she has 
incarnated partially as Arci to become King Pṛthu’s queen.

PURPORT: In Bhagavad-gītā the Lord says that whenever 
one sees an extraordinary power, he should conclude that a 
specific partial representation of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead is present. There are innumerable such personali-
ties, but not all of them are direct viṣṇu-tattva plenary expan-
sions of the Lord. Many living entities are classified among 
the śakti-tattvas. Such incarnations, empowered for specific 
purposes, are known as śaktyāveśa-avatāras. •King Pṛthu 
was such a śaktyāveśa-avatāra of the Lord. Similarly, Arci, 
King Pṛthu’s wife, was a śaktyāveśa-avatāra of the goddess 
of fortune.
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The following conversation between His 
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupāda and some of his disciples took 
place in Rome in May 1974.

Śrīla Prabhupāda: People are doing all 
kinds of forbidden activities. Why? What 
is the purpose? Nūnaṁ pramattaḥ kurute 
vikarma yad indriya-prītaya. The only pur-
pose is sense gratification. The rascal does 
not think, “I am doing all these sinful activ-
ities for sense gratification, and as a result, I 
will have to accept a very low grade body.” 
That he does not know. He has already got 
one low-grade body, and so he is simply 
suffering. And by his present activities he 
is guaranteeing that he will get yet another 
low-grade body – more suffering. And still, 
he will do everything for sense gratification.

The Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam warns him, na 
sādhu manye yata ātmano ’yam: “Oh, it is 
not good. This kind of activity has already 
covered your soul by a miserable body.”

“Well, this body is temporary. I’m not 
going to worry.”

“Then take another body, rascal. This 
body is temporary – but after this life you 
will get another body. Most abominable. So 
why are you doing this kind of nonsense? 
Yes, this body is temporary, but why don’t 
you understand that it is also kleśada: it is 
always subjected to the miserable condi-
tions of the material world? You know this 
body is miserable, and any other body you 

Every Body 
Is Mıserable

SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT
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get will be miserable. So why do you 
keep getting these bodies? Stop these 
activities.”

This is Kṛṣṇa consciousness. But 
people do not know that any type of 
material body you accept will be mis-
erable. For instance, they have con-
structed this comfortable building, but 
if for only a few hours there is severe 
cold, many people may die, even in 
this building. Isn’t it true? So whether 
you remain in this or that material sit-
uation, the sufferings will be there. 
And just to attain the comfort of this 
tall building, how much misery one 
has to go through.

“Sir, I am not going through mis-
ery,” the owner says. “The laborers are 
doing that.”

“But you have to get the money to  
pay them. How miserable it is to  
acquire this money to pay the laborers.”

People are simply captivated by 
money. Otherwise, the whole affair is 
miserable. Sometimes the laborers fall 
to their death while constructing a sky-
scraper, do they not? And I have heard 
that in New York, many buildings 
have no tenants. Another misery. The 
owner of the place – he is also suffer-
ing. “I have spent so much money, but 
no tenants.” For the last six or seven 
years, the tallest building in London 
has been vacant.
Disciple: On Tottenham Court Road. 

Yes, that big one.
Śrīla Prabhupāda: Yes [laughing]. 
The owner’s misery is that if he kept 
tenants, that would be still more mis-
erable than going without tenants.  
Isn’t it so? Yes. Therefore he remains 
without tenants – because he would 
have to pay so many taxes that it 
would be more miserable. So he is 
avoiding that. In summary, construct-
ing the building was troublesome, and 
now, keeping it is also troublesome. 
To search out pleasure, people have 
manufactured so many things – this 
thing or that thing. But still they can-
not enjoy it. For a few minutes they 
can enjoy it, then once again it is  
useless. “Let us go away.” 
Disciple: Sometimes people wonder, 
“How can I be sure that I can actually 
become a bird or a dog?”
Śrīla Prabhupāda: Where are all 
these birds and dogs coming from? 
Let these people answer. Where are all 
these birds and dogs coming from?
Disciple: Well, most people say from 
other birds and dogs.
Śrīla Prabhupāda: That you may 
think, but you do not know the natu-
ral law. Nature is providing these bod-
ies, and your past activities force you 
to accept them. Take this apartment – 
either you accept it or someone else 
accepts it. Similarly, this body is an 
apartment. Nature provides it, and you 

have to accept it. We are all spiritual 
entities, and under nature’s direction 
we are changing material bodies. My 
past activities may force me to change 
to one kind of body. His past activities 
may force him to change to another 
kind of body. Is that unreasonable? In 
our next lives this person may accept 
my kind of body, and I may accept his 
kind of body. This is simply an apart-
ment change. I may go to one kind of 
apartment, he may go to another kind. 
But anyway, nature is providing so 
many apartments.

You may say, “No, no. I am not 
going to accept that apartment.”

Nature will reply, “No, no. It is 
not your decision any longer. How 
much ‘money’ [good karma] have 
you accumulated, sir, to pay for your 
accommodations?”

“I have no money.”
“All right. Then go to this apart- 

ment.”
And you must accept that apart-

ment. Karmaṇā daiva-netreṇa: by 
your past activities it will be decided 
what kind of apartment you will get. It 
is not your decision.

Many a rascal thinks that now that 
he has gotten a human body, he can 
never again be degraded to the ani-
mal species. That is very palatable. 
[Laughing.] But nature will force him 
to accept the body of a cat or dog.  
The decision is not yours but that of 
the superior authorities – just as in  
the office, when you get promoted  
or demoted the decision is not yours 
but that of the directors. You can-
not say, “No, no. I am not going to 
accept this new post.” No. You have 
to accept.

Kāraṇaṁ guṇa-saṅgaḥ asya sad-
asad-yoni-janmasu: these different 
types of bodies are due to your past 
association with the different modes 
of material nature. Otherwise, why 
are there so many varieties? One per-
son has become a crow; another per-
son has become a sparrow; another 
person has become a dog; another per-
son has become a cat; another per-
son has become a tree; another person 
has become a blade of grass. Nature 
is so expert, though, that in spite of 
these different varieties of misery, she 
assembles them in such a nice way 
that they look very beautiful.

The largest Vedic temple to be built in thou-
sands of years. To learn about the project, 
keep track of its progress, and see how you 
can get involved, visit www.tovp.org.
www.facebook.com/tovp.mayapur
www.youtube.com/user/tovpinfo

TEMPLE OF THE 

VEDIC PLANETARIUM
Mayapur, West Bengal, India
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CALENDAR
Lord Rāmacandra. Appearance  
anniversary of Śrīmatī Jāhnavā  
Devī, the consort of Lord Nityā- 
nanda Prabhu. Disappearance anni-
versary of Śrīla Madhu Paṇḍita, a 
great devotee of Lord Caitanya.

29 – Mohinī Ekādaśī 
Fasting from grains and beans.

30 – Rukmiṇī Dvādaśī, the ap-
pearance anniversary of Śrīmatī 
Rukmiṇī Devī, the consort of Lord 
Kṛṣṇa as Dvārakādhīśa, the Lord 
of Dvārakā. 

MAY
1 – Disappearance anniversary  
of Śrīla Jayānanda Prabhu, a dedi-
cated disciple of Śrīla Prabhu- 
pāda who helped him bring the 
Ratha-yātrā festival to the West-
ern world.

3 – Nṛsiṁha Caturdaśī, ap-
pearance anniversary of 
Lord Nṛsiṁhadeva, Lord 
Kṛṣṇa’s half-man, half-lion 
incarnation. Fasting till dusk, 
followed by feasting. 

4 – Appearance anniversary of 
Śrīla Śrīnivāsa Ācārya, a follower 
of the Six Gosvāmīs. Appearance 
anniversary of Śrīla Mādhavendra 
Purī, the spiritual master of Lord 
Caitanya’s spiritual master (Īśvara 
Purī).

31 – Kāmadā Ekādaśī
Fasting from grains and beans.

APRIL
4 – Śrī Kṛṣṇa Vasanta Rāsa, Lord 
Kṛṣṇa’s springtime rāsa dance. 
Balarāma Rāsa Yātrā, Lord Bala- 
rāma’s rāsa dance. Appearance 

anniversary of Hanumānjī, eternal 
servant of Lord Rāma. Appearance 
anniversary of Śrīla Śyāmānanda 
Paṇḍita, a follower of the six 
Gosvāmīs of Vṛndāvana.

Month of Madhusūdana
(April 5–May 4)

14 – Disappearance anniversary of 
Śrīla Vṛndāvana Dāsa Ṭhākura, the 
author of Śrī Caitanya-Bhāgavata, 
a biography on Lord Caitanya.

15 – Varūthinī Ekādaśī 
Fasting from grains and beans. 

18 – Appearance anniversary of 
Śrīla Gadādhara Paṇḍita, one 
of Lord Caitanya’s principal 
associates.

21 – Beginning of Candana Yātrā, 
the festival of anointing the temple  
deity with sandalwood pulp for 
twenty-one days.

27 – Appearance anniversary of 
Śrīmatī Sītā Devī, the consort of 

 

This calendar is calculated for Mayapur, 
West Bengal, India. The dates, derived 
from a lunar calendar, may vary by  
one day for other locations. For the  
exact dates for your area, go to www. 
krishnadays.com. 

Because the Hare K®ß∫a movement  
comes in disciplic line from Caitanya 
Mahåprabhu, the calendar includes not 
only dates relevant to all followers of the 
Vedic tradition but also dates relating to 
Lord Caitanya’s associates and promi- 
nent spiritual masters in His disciplic 
succession.

Month of Govinda
(February 4–March 5)

MARCH
1 – Amalakī-vrata Ekādaśī 
Fasting from grains and beans. 

2 – Disappearance anniversary of 
Śrīla Mādhavendra Purī, the spir-
itual master of Lord Caitanya’s 
spiritual master.

5 – Śrī Gaura Pūrṇimā, the  
appearance anniversary of  
Lord Śrī Caitanya Mahā- 
prabhu, who is Kṛṣṇa Him- 
self in the role of His own  
devotee. Fasting till moonrise. 

Month of Viṣṇu
(March 6–April 4)

14 – Appearance anniversary of 
Śrīla Śrīvāsa Paṇḍita, one of Lord 
Caitanya’s principal associates.

17 – Pāpamocanī Ekādaśī 
Fasting from grains and beans. 

24 – Appearance anniversary of 
Rāmānujācārya, a Vaiṣṇava phi-
losopher and spiritual master who 
appeared in the eleventh century.

28 – Śrī Rāma Navamī, the 
appearance anniversary of 
Lord Rāmacandra. Fasting  
till sunset, then feasting.

Lord Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu
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TEXAS IS A BIG state, but Śrīla Prabhupāda’s disci-
ple Dīna Bandhu Dāsa recalls how the International 
Society for Kṛṣṇa Consciousness in Houston, Texas, 

began in a small way. 
“When my wife [Ākutī Devī Dāsī] and I arrived in Houston 

in 1971,” he says, “Prahlādānanda Dāsa was the temple pres-
ident at 406 Gray St. It was a dilapidated two-story wooden 
building just outside downtown, in a very bad neighborhood. 
The plaster was no longer on the walls; only the lathe was 
there, and the wind used to blow right through the wood siding 
into the temple room. We felt the place was haunted.”   

by Sārvabhauma Dāsa
Photos by Thejas K. Rajaram, Nāmānanda Dāsa, Ruchi Sinha, 
Pavan Kumar, Chaitanya Kapadia, and Abhay Joshi.

A dedicated congregation has developed the Hare Kṛṣṇa 
temple in Houston into a vibrant center of devotion.
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A Texas-Sized 
Temple with 
Room to Grow

ISKCON’s new temple 
in Houston (left), 
located about eight 
miles from downtown, 
offers the city’s grow-
ing community of 
Kṛṣṇa devotees an 
ideal place to serve 
the Lord. Main 
photo: The temple’s 
Kṛṣṇa deity, Śrī Nīla-
Mādhava, plays His 
ever-enchanting flute.
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    He and Ākutī had come to Houston  
in the wake of the pioneering de-
votees who brought Kṛṣṇa conscious-
ness to Texas – Viṣṇujana Swami and 
his brahmacārī assistant, Śrīnātha Dāsa. 
In 1970 the two saffron-clad monks 
hitchhiked west on U.S. Interstate 10 
from Florida and got dropped off in 
Houston, sometimes called “Space 
City,” as it is a major NASA communi- 
cations center. In February 1971 Prabhu- 
pāda wrote to Viṣṇujana in Houston to 
encourage him in his service there. 

More than a decade later, after the  
devotees had moved to another build-
ing, Kālakaṇṭha Dāsa served as 
Houston’s temple president.

“In 1984,” he says, “ISKCON Hou- 
ston was in a damaged building in an 
unattractive part of downtown on Rosa- 
lie Street. Rats were a constant problem,  
and our small band of devotees strug-
gled to serve Śrī Śrī Gaura-Nitāi nicely.” 

Houston’s Indian Community	

With a warm climate similar to that of 
India, an economy energized by an oil 

boom from the late 1970s to mid- 
1980s, and easing U.S. immigration 
laws that enabled more foreign nation-
als to work in America, Houston’s 
Indian population grew. While the new 
arrivals came mainly to improve their 
standard of living, many were happy 
to discover the Hare Kṛṣṇa temple on 
Rosalie Street, simple as it was, with 
prasāda, spirited kīrtanas, and efful-
gent deities of Caitanya Mahāprabhu 
and Nityānanda Prabhu – called Śrī 
Śrī Nitāi-Caitanyacandra.  

The temple members were all non- 
Indians, though one of them, Brahma-
tīrtha Dāsa, had been a Peace Corps 
volunteer in India and had had live-
ly talks with Śrīla Prabhupāda (record-
ed in Perfect Questions, Perfect 
Answers). In 1975, while at a grocery  
store shopping for the temple, Brahma- 
tīrtha met young Deepak Patel and 
invited him to the Sunday feast. Dee-
pak, from Gujarat, western India, was 
a mechanical engineering graduate 
who had recently started working in 
Houston.

Fascinated to meet an American 

Vaiṣṇava in dhoti and tilaka, Deepak, 
who was not married, enjoyed the 
Sunday feast, moved near the tem-
ple, began coming daily, and even 
stayed at the temple on weekends. 

“There were only five or six dev-
otees at that time,” Deepak recalls, 
“and I felt at home. They taught me 
to wear a dhoti, and every Sunday I 
would go with the devotees to chant 
hari-nāma at Herman Park.”    

At Brahmatīrtha’s request, 
Deepak began his first temple ser-
vice: every Saturday he would 
shop for groceries and other tem-
ple supplies. Even though he has 
worked fulltime since the mid-1970s 
(and later married and raised three 
daughters with his wife, Subhadrā 
Devī Dāsī), Deepak has continued 
this shopping service uninterrupt-
ed for the last forty years. In 1984 
he received initiation and the name 
Dvārakānātha Dāsa from Tamāl 
Kṛṣṇa Goswami, and for nearly thir-
ty years he has blissfully performed 
temple deity worship several days a 
week. 

Dvārakānātha 
Dāsa (left), 
who has been 
with the temple 
since 1975, 
offers a lamp to 
Śrī Śrī Rādhā–
Nīla-Mādhava 
(right) during 
the opening-day 
ceremonies.
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A New Temple Location	

Dvārakānātha Dāsa recalls that when  
Tamāl Kṛṣṇa Goswami became 
ISKCON’s Governing Body Com-
missioner (GBC) for Texas, he want-
ed to remodel the old Rosalie Street 
temple but faced zoning restrictions, 

scarce parking, and a declining neigh-
borhood. When a developer offered 
to buy the Rosalie property in 1984, 
Goswami decided to move the temple 
to its current location, a larger proper-
ty on West 34th Street. In 1986 truly 
Texas-sized deities, Śrī Śrī Rādhā–
Nīla-Mādhava, were installed. And in 

1990, B. B. Govinda Swami brought 
an unusually large śilā (stone) from 
Govardhan Hill in Vrindavan to be 
worshiped on the temple altar. 

Although the new place had poten-
tial, Tamāl Kṛṣṇa Goswami knew that  
an important devotional resource was 
largely untapped: the Indian congre-

On opening 
day (right) 
many guests 
take advantage 
of the oppor-
tunity to learn 
more about 
Kṛṣṇa con-
sciousness 
(left).
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gation. After the deity installation,  
Goswami asked an Indian devotee to 
serve as temple president, and he in- 
vited uninitiated Indian congregation-
al members – with jobs and families – 
to become board members and oversee 
the temple finances and other matters. 

Goswami encouraged the board 
members and their families to increase 
their chanting and other devotional  
practices. When asked to perform a  
particular service, if they protested,  
“We are not qualified,” Goswami 
would reply, “Become qualified.” Even- 
tually many devotees of Indian ances-
try received initiation, beginning with 
Caitanya Dāsa (who became the tem-
ple’s head pūjārī in 1993), his wife  
Draupadī Devī Dāsī, his father Janaka 
Mahārāja Dāsa, and Dīnanātha Dāsa.

In 1992 Śyāmasundara Dāsa, from 
Gujarat, became the temple president, 
a service he performed, while keeping 
a full-time job, until his recent retire-
ment. He led an extraordinary effort to 
design, finance, and build the impres-
sive state-of-the-art temple that recent-
ly celebrated its grand opening. 

Houston’s Bhakti-vr. ks.a Group	

Organized by the couple Advaita-
candra Dāsa and Kālaśuddhā Devī Dāsī, 
once a week about two hundred devo-
tees meet in eleven groups (known as 
Bhakti-vṛkṣa, or “tree of devotion”) in 
Houston-area residences to chant, dis-
cuss Kṛṣṇa conscious topics, and enjoy 
a prasāda dinner. Although initially 
Kṛṣṇa consciousness was new to many, 
a number have taken spiritual initia-
tion and offer valuable services such 
as cooking, deity worship, book dis-

The spacious, well-stocked gift shop (top) serves as a valuable 
resource for devotional supplies. Śrī Śrī Nitāi-Caitanyacandra 

(above) are the original ISKCON Houston deities. At right, 
the unusually large śilā (stone deity) of Śrī Girirāja Kṛṣṇa has 

been worshiped on the altar since 1990.

The beautiful new 
greenhouse (top) is 
the home of Śrīmatī 
Tulasī Devī, the inti-
mate devotee of Kṛṣṇa 
who chooses to serve 
Him in the form of a 
plant (above).
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Devī Dāsī – were among four families 
in Houston’s first Bhakti-vṛkṣa group, 
near downtown. When the families 
eventually moved to different sub-
urbs, they missed the Friday spiritual 
get-togethers and formed new groups. 
Currently, Sāraṅga Ṭhākura and Sevā-
priyā host a Bhakti-vṛkṣa program 
in their home in Katy, Texas. And 
while the adults meet, their fourteen-
year-old son Devesh leads the kids, 
joined by his younger sister, Aaradita. 
Although Sāraṅga Ṭhākura has a full-
time job, he is a member of the six-
devotee temple management team and 
performs temple deity worship thrice 
weekly. Sevā-priyā homeschools her 

tribution, management, and outreach. 
While most of the Bhakti-vṛkṣa partic-
ipants are from the Indian community, 
one group consists mainly of west-
erners, and a Hispanic group meets 
intermittently. 

David Garvin exemplifies the ben-
efits of the Bhakti-vṛkṣa experience. 
A practitioner of Buddhist meditation 
for twenty years (including nearly two 
years in monasteries in Thailand and 
Japan), in 2010 he received copies of 
Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books in Dallas 
and Houston. Impressed, he attended 
talks by a visiting ISKCON swami,  
and a devotee invited him to join the 
Friday evening Bhakti-vṛkṣa group in 

Sugarland, a Houston suburb near his 
home.

Every Friday evening David en-
joyed philosophical discussion, kīr- 
tana, devotee association, and prasāda. 
Enlivened, he began to distribute Śrīla 
Prabhupāda’s books at outreach events 
and assist in Bhakti-vṛkṣa programs. 
He was asked to head the temple’s 
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust department, 
and with the help of about fifteen vol-
unteer distributors, the book sales 
have increased each year since 2012. 
Recently, David received initiation and 
the spiritual name Dayāla Nitāi Dāsa.   

In 2000 a South Indian couple – 
Sāraṅga Ṭhākura Dāsa and Sevā-priyā 

children, yet she also cooks for and 
dresses the temple deities and organiz-
es a Bhagavad-gītā camp attended by 
about sixty-five children each summer. 
At outreach events the whole family 
distributes books and serves prasāda, 
and Devesh plays the mṛdaṅga drum 
and often leads kīrtanas.    

ISKCON Youth	

A number of youth have grown up 
along with the temple, and they like 
devotional service, especially kīrtana. 
Although now busy with college or 
jobs, they exuberantly enhance temple 
kīrtanas and render a variety of servic-

Bas-reliefs depict-
ing Kṛṣṇa’s pastimes 
(top) grace the out-

side walls of the temple. 
Above, gardens beautify 

the grounds and pro-
vide a source of flowers 

for worship, as exem-
plified by the exqui-
site flower backdrop 

for Śrīla Prabhupāda 
on opening day (right). 

Above right, the spa-
cious temple resounds 

with the chanting of the 
mahā-mantra.
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es. Several young people who attended 
the temple Sunday school now teach 
in the Sunday school themselves. 

When I first heard seventeen-year-
old Anish Pillai chanting melodi-
cally on the harmonium before Śrī 
Śrī Rādhā–Nīla-Mādhava in 2007, I 
felt hope for the future of ISKCON 
in Houston. Now, as Nīla-Mādhava 
Dāsa and a recent college graduate, 
he works in hospital administration at 
Houston Medical Center. His youth 
kīrtana group, Jīva Jāgo, has recorded 
a CD, and they often chant at temples, 
festivals, and yoga centers.  

New Temple School	

On Rādhāṣṭamī in 2014, Goswami 
Academy opened for pre-kindergarten 
children, with plans to expand through 
grade four. Emphasizing both cre-
ative academics and spiritual values, 
the school, led by Śubra Devī Dāsī, an 
experienced teacher and administra-
tor, is located in the temple’s spacious 
Gauranga Hall. 

Prasa–da Distribution	

For twenty years Kṛṣṇa Kṛpā Dāsa 
served prasāda to Rice University stu-
dents through a vegetarian club, and 
in the past the temple has provid-
ed prasāda to Houston’s SEARCH 
Homeless Services, the SHAPE 
Center, and Our Lady of Guadalupe 
church. In August 2005, when 150,000 
New Orleans evacuees took shelter 
in Houston after Hurricane Katrina, 
devotees delivered hot prasāda to 

thousands of refugees. Currently the 
devotees provide extra prasāda to 
Food Not Bombs and serve thousands 
at outdoor festivals. 

Outreach Events	

On visits to Houston, Tamāl Kṛṣṇa 
Goswami encouraged devotees to 
teach Kṛṣṇa consciousness not only 
to Houston’s Indian community but 
also to people of all backgrounds. In 
the late 1990s they brought prasāda 
and kīrtana to a yoga center run by 
a Peruvian gentleman. Intrigued, a 

Hispanic yoga student decided to 
come to maṅgala-ārati at 4:30 A.M. 
to meditate. She loved the temple, 
became a devotee, received the name 
Mānasī Gaṅgā Devī Dāsī, and is now 
on the temple management team. In 
recent years devotees have served 
prasāda and distributed books at the 
Texas Yoga Association Convention 
and chanted at several yoga centers.  

Gurubhakti Devī Dāsī (Dr. Hansa 
Medley), a medical doctor, serves as 
temple outreach coordinator. Devotees 
set up literature tables and prasāda 
booths at many festivals, including  

Houston International Festival, Sum-
merfest, Bayou City Art Festival, 
White Linen Festival, and Vegfest. 
They also chant on a decorated vehicle 
in the annual Houston Art Car Parade, 
attended by 100,000 Houstonians each 
spring. The devotees perform kīrtana 
and distribute prasāda and books at 
the annual Houston observance of 
Earthdance, a simultaneous global  
dance for peace in over a hundred  
cities worldwide. In recent years the 
devotees have helped an Orissan fami-
ly celebrate Jagannātha Rathayātrā  
at Discovery Green, a prestigious 
downtown Houston venue.   

Interfaith Support	

After the Kazakh government raid-
ed the Hare Kṛṣṇa community in 
Kazakhstan in 2006, B. B. Govinda 
Swami toured the West to gather sup-
port. When he and his group of chant-
ers visited Houston, the devotees 

held a fund-raising concert and din-
ner attended by congregation mem-
bers and representatives of temples, 
churches, and mosques. 

Gurubhakti Devī Dāsī is on the 
board of advisors of Hindus of Greater 
Houston (HGH), which represents fif-
ty temples and an estimated 120,000 
Indo-Americans in Greater Houston.  
In 2010, HGH asked young devo-
tees to perform kīrtana on the main 
stage at their Janmāṣṭamī festival at 
Houston’s George Brown Convention 
Center, and HGH widely promoted a 
talk by Rādhānāth Swami. The temple 
works also with Interfaith Ministries 
of Greater Houston (IM), which refers 
school and church groups for temple  
tours. IM’s president, Rabbi Elliot 
Gershenson, commended the devotees 
at the temple opening.    

Girirāja 
Swami wor-

ships the new 
deities Śrī 

Śrī Rādhā-
Giridhārī 

(above). At  
right, Jay-

ānanda Dāsa, 
ISKCON min-

ister of deity 
worship for 

North Amer-
ica, performs 

the traditional 
fire sacrifice. 

Classical Indian dance (above) 
conveys devotional messages  
from the festival stage. At left, 
Rabbi Elliot Gershenson, CEO of 
Interfaith Ministries of Greater 
Houston, receives a commemora-
tive plaque from Gurubhakti Devī 
Dāsī. Below left, Parvathaneni 
Harish, Consul General of India for 
Houston, addresses the audience.
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Devotee Care	

In 2010, when Jananivāsinī Rādhā 
Devī Dāsī, a disciple of Bhaktitīrtha 
Swami, was passing away in Houston, 
Saṅgītā Devī Dāsī (Susan Pattinson, 
R.N.) visited to try to help. A profes-
sional hospice nurse and author of 
The Final Journey: Complete Hospice 
Care for Departing Vaishnavas, she 
also taught a seminar on devotee care. 
When she encouraged Houston dev-
otees to form a Vaiṣṇava care team, 
about fifteen volunteered, and they 
have helped several departing devo-
tees. One of the volunteers is an elder-
ly Bengali devotee, Kṛṣṇa Bhakti 
Devī Dāsī. Her husband, Dr. P. K. 
De, developed a water filter for tem-

ple kitchens and donated several to the 
Mayapur temple.  

A Heavy Yet Delicate Move	

Before the new temple opening, Their 
Lordships – 1,300-pound Śrī Nīla-
Mādhava and His 900-pound consort, 
Śrī Rādhā – had to be safely conveyed 
thirty-five yards from the old temple 
to Their new altar. Yaśomatī-nandana 
Dāsa, who had moved Rādhā–Nīla-
Mādhava onto Their original altar 
twenty-eight years earlier, came from 
New York to help. Using a heavy-duty 
handcart, the devotees carefully rolled 
each deity up a specially built ramp, 
one at a time, as Nīla Mādhava Dāsa 
led the prayerful devotees, including 

Girirāja Swami and Ṛtadhvaja Swami, 
in a sweet kīrtana. Although the dev-
otees were concerned, the deities 
moved safely up the ramp and onto 
the altar. 

The New Temple	

Just before the grand opening, Allan 
Turner, a senior reporter for Houston’s 
largest newspaper, The Houston 
Chronicle, wrote, “Built on the site 
of a former Baptist church, Houston’s 
new Hare Krishna temple seems im- 
pressive by any measure.” Outside, the  
top of the cakra (disc) crowning the 
main temple dome is 98 feet above 
the ground. Inside, a massive twelve-
ton canopy of eight teakwood domes 

hangs above the altar. Seven artisans  
in Kerala, South India spent seven  
years hand carving the canopy and 
the matching temple doors. Marble 
from Spain, arrayed in ornate patterns 
including lotus designs, bedecks the 
temple floor.      

Devotees Who 
Made It Happen	
Congregational member Arun Kothari, 
a general contractor, donated time, 
expertise, and money over many years 

and logged thousands of miles in 
his car. Vaibhavī Devī Dāsī advised 
on color schemes and the octagonal 
shape of the inner domes, and Keśava 
Bhāratī Goswami gave important aes-
thetic feedback. Substantial financial 
support came from the late Dr. Raj 
Dhingra. 

The Grand Opening	

On May 16–18, 2014, the celebration  
attracted ten thousand visitors, ten   
         (please turn to page 58) 

Whether the event 
is a grand open-
ing or a weekly Sun-
day Love Feast, the 
temple kitchen (left) 
always provides 
plenty of opportunity 
for hands-on service 
to the Lord. Below 
left, Hanumatpreśaka 
Swami speaks to 
guests from the Mor-
mon faith. Below, 
a meditative flute-
player accompanies 
a kīrtana.



MARCH / APRIL 2015  •   BACK TO GODHEAD   49        48   BACK TO GODHEAD  •   MARCH / APRIL 2015 

PEOPLE IN INDIA are generally  
able to understand that God can  
appear as an incarnation. Es- 

pecially among the Hindu community, 
people are aware of the ten famous  
incarnations of Lord Viṣṇu, and Lord 
Kṛṣṇa is counted among those ten. 
What people do not know is that Kṛṣṇa, 
although appearing as an incarnation 
of Viṣṇu, is the source of all incarna- 
tions. An even lesser known fact is 
that the same Kṛṣṇa appeared as Lord 
Caitanya 529 years ago on the most 
magnanimous mission, one that has no 
comparison in history.

Glorifying Lord Caitanya’s mag-
nanimity, Śrīla Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja 
Gosvāmī, quoting a verse by Śrīla 
Rūpa Gosvāmī, writes:

anarpita-carīṁ cirāt karuṇayāvatīrṇaḥ    
     kalau 
samarpayitum unnatojjvala-rasāṁ   
     sva-bhakti-śriyam

hariḥ puraṭa-sundara-dyuti-kadamba- 
     sandīpitaḥ
sadā hṛdaya-kandare sphuratu vaḥ   
     śacī-nandanaḥ

“May the Supreme Lord who is known 
as the son of Śrīmatī Śacī-devī be tran-
scendentally situated in the innermost 
chambers of your heart. Resplendent 
with the radiance of molten gold, He 
has appeared in the age of Kali by His 
causeless mercy to bestow what no 
incarnation has ever offered before: 
the most sublime and radiant mellow 
of devotional service, the mellow of 
conjugal love.” (Caitanya-caritāmṛta, 
Ādi 1.4)

Lord Caitanya: The True Savior

If, due to some calamity, people get 
trapped in an uninhabitable terrain, the  
government sends a rescue team to 
bring back the survivors. Lord Caitanya  

Out of His infinite mercy, Lord Kṛṣṇa descended 
as Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu to deliver us from 
our inevitable suffering in the material world.

by Purushottam Kumar

THE 
ULTIMATE 
RESCUE 
MISSION

When Śri Caitanya Mahāprabhu led thousands of Benares  
residents in chanting the holy names, the city’s leading sannyāsī, 

Prakāśānanda Sarasvatī, joined in with his many disciples.
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also came on a save-all mission – 
to reclaim the suffering souls of this 
world. Unlike an ordinary rescue 
effort, however, Lord Caitanya’s task 
was a bit more difficult. Usually the 
survivors of any disaster openly wel-
come the rescue team, eager to accept 
whatever help they can get. But the 
people Lord Caitanya came to help 
cannot recognize and appreciate His 
help. As a result, they try to run away 
from Him, or even act against Him or 
His representatives. 

People in this world are suffering 
from spiritual amnesia; the lost souls 
are not even ready to acknowledge 
their miserable condition and thus 
refuse to accept any medication. 

One may challenge, “Why doesn’t 
God forcibly take us out of suffering?”  

Although He could drag us back to 
the spiritual world, He prefers to wait 
until we want to join Him there. Till 
then, He allows us to continue living  
in the material world and enjoying  
illusory happiness independent of  
Him. Careful to not interfere with our 
freedom of choice, He nevertheless 
constantly reminds us that true hap-
piness will elude us in the material 
world. 

In this world a soul slowly forgets 
his relationship with the Lord and suf-
fers terribly. Especially in this age of 
Kali, vice overshadows virtue; irreli-
gion becomes so prominent that true 
saints get sidelined, hedonistic culture 
flourishes, and people mostly look for 
carnal pleasure. By flaunting atheistic  
ideas and sensual indulgence, peo-
ple become so degraded that they fall 
down to the level of animals. Sense 
control, sex control, and self-control 
become herculean tasks for all. People 
hardly endeavor to inquire about the 
purpose of their existence and don’t 
have the intelligence to differentiate 
between matter and spirit. Their con-
dition is akin to a goat that stands in 

queue in an abattoir to get slaughtered  
but continues munching the tasty green  
grass, thinking that the bloodstained 
butcher’s chopper will be merciful to 
him. 

The Holy Name: 
The Best Medicine

If a disease is severe, then an expert 
doctor is required for treatment. Lord 
Caitanya therefore comes as the expert 
physician to treat all of us. Consider-
ing the precarious conditions of the 
current period, He introduced the sim-
ple yet extremely effective medicine 
of the Hare Kṛṣṇa mahā-mantra: Hare 
Kṛṣṇa, Hare Kṛṣṇa, Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa, Hare 
Hare/ Hare Rāma, Hare Rāma, Rāma 
Rāma, Hare Hare.

In His Śikṣāṣṭaka prayers, Śrī 
Caitanya Mahāprabhu explicates the 
glories of this great mantra:

Glory to the śri-kṛṣṇa-saṅkīrtana, 
which cleanses the heart of all the 
dust accumulated for years and 
extinguishes the fire of conditional 
life, of repeated birth and death. 
This saṅkīrtana movement is the 
prime benediction for humanity at 
large because it spreads the rays of 
the benediction moon. It is the life 
of all transcendental knowledge. It 
increases the ocean of transcenden-
tal bliss, and it enables us to fully 
taste the nectar for which we are 
always anxious.

Anyone and everyone can chant, any-
where and everywhere, loudly or 
softly or in the mind, individually or 
in congregation. If done with sincer-
ity, any chanting is effective. Śrīla 
Prabhupāda recommended that to 
purify the consciousness one should 
chant at least sixteen rounds of the 
Hare Kṛṣṇa mahā-mantra daily on 
beads, a single round being 108 beads. 
This daily chanting should not be done 

silently but should be loud enough so 
that the chanter can hear the sound. 
Audible chanting, whether on beads 
or in congregational kīrtana, has the 
added benefit that anyone who hears 
it will be purified by the transcenden-
tal sound.

Vedic Books Declare Lord 
Caitanya the Supreme God

Because Lord Caitanya hid His iden-
tity, most people are not aware of 
His supreme divinity. If we turn to 
the pages of Vedic literature, how-
ever, we will be surprised to find 
that they contain abundant informa-
tion that proves beyond doubt that 
Lord Caitanya is in fact the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, Kṛṣṇa 
Himself. Here are a few references 
from authentic scriptures.

The Mahābhārata’s Viṣṇu-sahasra- 
nāma-stotra (“The Thousand Names 
of Viṣṇu”) explains: 

       suvarṇa-varṇo hemāṅgo 
            varāṅgaś candanāṅgadī
       sannyāsa-kṛc chamaḥ śānto 
            niṣṭhā-śānti-parāyaṇaḥ

“In His early pastimes He appears 
as a householder with a golden com-
plexion. His limbs are beautiful, and 
His body, smeared with the pulp of 
sandalwood, seems like molten gold. 
In His later pastimes He accepts 
the sannyāsa order, and He is equi-
poised and peaceful. He is the high-
est abode of peace and devotion, 
for He silences the impersonalist 
nondevotees.”

In the Ādi Purāṇa and the Nārada 
Purāṇa, the Supreme Lord says,

      aham eva dvija-śreṣṭho
           nityaṁ pracchanna-vigrahaḥ
      bhagavad-bhakta-rūpeṇa
           lokaṁ rakṣāmi sarvadā

“I shall make My advent in the form 
of a brāhmaṇa devotee, and I shall 
hide my factual identity. I shall 
deliver all the worlds.”

The Padma Purāṇa mentions: 
“The Supreme Personality, Janārdana, 
who is the object of the yogis’ med-
itation, who saves the devotees from 
various sufferings, who is the master  

of all yogic practices, and who is 
always full of divine transcendental 
ecstasy and bliss, will appear in His 
own divine form of Śrī Caitanya.”

In the Garuḍa Purāṇa the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead Himself states, 
“I will take birth as the son of Śacī in 
Navadvipa-Mayapur. I will come in 
My complete spiritual form in the first 
part of Kali-yuga.”

Finally, while describing the incar-
nations of the Lord for the four ages, 
the sage Karabhājana states in the 
Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam (11.5.32),

      kṛṣṇa-varṇaṁ tviṣākṛṣṇaṁ
           sāṅgopāṅgāstra-pārṣadam
      yajñaiḥ saṅkīrtana-prāyair
           yajanti hi su-medhasaḥ

“In the age of Kali, intelligent per- 
sons perform congregational chanting 
to worship the incarnation of Godhead 
who constantly sings the names of 
Kṛṣṇa. Although His complexion is 
not blackish, He is Kṛṣṇa Himself. 
He is accompanied by His associates, 
servants, weapons, and confidential 
companions.” 

Śrīla Prabhupāda endeavored hard 
to spread the mission and message 
of Lord Caitanya all over the world. 
Because of his monumental efforts, 
today we know that to save our life we 
need to take shelter of Lord Caitanya. 
Prabhupāda wanted to make Mayapur, 
the birthplace of Lord Caitanya, the 
spiritual capital of the world. The 
land has tremendous spiritual potency. 
Scriptures and spiritual authorities 
reveal that every speck of dust there 
is laden with Lord Caitanya’s love. 
To fulfill Śrīla Prabhupāda’s wish, 
ISKCON is building a magnificent 
temple there: The Temple of the Vedic 
Planetarium. It will be one of the 
largest Vedic temples of the world and 
is poised to become one of the most 
important Vedic centers, playing a 
very significant role in spreading the 
message of Lord Caitanya.

Spiritual Wings	

Most religious traditions promise 
material benefits to their practitioners  
in return for their religious practices. 
Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu, however, 

never misguided the populace and 
never gave any false hope to seek-
ers. He instead explained that no 
one can achieve permanent peace 
and happiness in this world because 
it is designed to give us suffering 
(duḥkhālayam aśāśvatam, Gītā 8.15). 
No amount of material gain can 
reduce our miseries. The only way 
to get rid of all troubles and attain 
unlimited happiness is to reestablish 
our relationship with Lord Kṛṣṇa and 
return to the spiritual world. 

If we abide by the instructions of 
Lord Caitanya and sincerely chant 
the holy names of Kṛṣṇa, we will 
soon develop spiritual wings to fly 
back blissfully to our spiritual home. 
Let us express our gratitude towards 
Him by eschewing all material de- 
sires and conscientiously using our 
body, mind, and words in serving, 
remembering, and glorifying Him. 

Purushottam Kumar is a member  
of the congregation at ISKCON 
Kolkata. He works with Tech 
Mahindra as an associate solution 
designer.

LOOKING FOR NEWS OF THE 
HARE KRSNA MOVEMENT?

Log on to www.iskconnews.org

The Internet is 
the ideal place 
for timely news,  
and iskcon.
com, run by 
ISKCON Com- 
munications,  
maintains an 
active news 
page. So wheth- 
er you want 
to see what’s 
happening in 
ISKCON or 
have some 
news to report, 
log on to 
www.iskcon 
news.org.

 

The people Lord Caitanya has come to 
help cannot recognize and appreciate 
His help – they try to run away.
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AFTER FIRST ARRIVING in 
America in September of   
  1965, His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda – 
soon to become the founder-ācārya of 
the International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness (ISKCON) – stayed 
at the Agarwal home in Butler, Penn-
sylvania. A sponsor from India had 
made arrangements for him to stay 
there. Some months later, he relocated 
to New York, where he was given a 
room at a prominent yogi’s ashram in 
uptown Manhattan. He then moved 

in with a hippie acquaintance in the 
Bowery, on the Lower East Side, 
because his small group of followers  
told him the young folk downtown 
would be more receptive to his mes-
sage. By March of 1966, Prabhupāda, 
known then as “the Swami,” had 
in fact gathered regular attendees – 
young people who liked to hear him 
speak philosophy and were enamored 
of his kīrtana of the Hare Kṛṣṇa mahā-
mantra: Hare Kṛṣṇa, Hare Kṛṣṇa, 
Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa, Hare Hare/ Hare Rāma, 
Hare Rāma, Rāma Rāma, Hare Hare. 

by Satyarāja Dāsa

An early film about Śrīla Prabhupāda in New York, misplaced 
by his first disciples, resurfaces at just the right time.

MATCHLESS 
GIFTS

(The Movie)
A Case of Spiritual Serendipity

In May, with the help of several 
young followers, he rented a “temple”  
of his own in the East Village, at 26 
Second Avenue. The simple store-
front had previously been a curio shop 
called “Matchless Gifts,” its name 
boldly displayed on a plaque out front. 
Enjoying the double entendre – for the 
considerable gifts of Kṛṣṇa conscious-
ness would soon engulf the world – 
Prabhupāda left the sign in place, just 
over the main entrance.

Later that summer, Prabhupāda’s 
following grew and he officially incor-

porated his “international society.” 
By this time, he had initiated almost 
two dozen students into his newly 
formed movement, which always 
seemed to garner good news coverage 
– almost as if Kṛṣṇa Himself had writ-
ten the articles. Even while in Butler, 
shortly after Prabhupāda arrived from 
India, The Butler Eagle announced 
his journey and mission (Septem-
ber 22, 1965). Then, after a brief 
period in New York, The Village Voice 
ran an article on him (June 1966). A 
New York Post op-ed piece followed 
toward summer’s end (September 1), 
along with one in The New York Times 
(October 10) in the fall. Shortly there-
after, The East Village Other (October 
15–November 1), a local underground 
newspaper, honored him with a cover 
story. [See BTG, July/August 2014.]

What is often left unsaid is that in 
those very early days of the move-
ment three films emerged, seemingly 
out of nowhere: (1) A black-and-white 
project by Richard and Susan Witty, 

known as Matchless Gifts (22-plus 
minutes); (2) the similar Happiness 
on 2nd Avenue (8:22 minutes), intro-
duced by CBS news anchor Reid Col-
lins, produced and photographed by 
Edmund Bert Gerard, and edited by 
Gloria George. This was an official 
CBS News presentation, broadcast on 
national television; and (3) a four- 
minute clip by Jonas Mekas, a popu-
lar figure in the American avant-garde 
film movement of the mid 1960s. 
Mekas’s film was distinguished by 
its quickly alternating images (psy-
chedelic style) and its soundtrack, 
which featured Allen Ginsberg and 
Peter Orlovsky chanting “Hare Hare” 
throughout. The present article is 
about the first of those films.

Spiritual Serendipity	

What were the odds that The New York 
Times would happen to have a reporter 
and a photographer in Tompkins Square 
Park when Prabhupāda and his early 

disciples were there chanting the Hare 
Kṛṣṇa mahā-mantra outdoors, perhaps  
for the first time since he founded his 
movement? How is it that within the 
space of a week, one of the original 
editors of The East Village Other, 
which had just started publishing, also  
stumbled upon the chanting in the park?  
Whether one believes it to be divine ar- 
rangement or mere coincidence, it seems  
undeniable that the fates had somehow  
conspired to document the beginnings  
of the Hare Kṛṣṇa movement, and 
especially the historic first outdoor 
chanting sessions in the Western world.

Richard and Susan Witty, a husband- 
and-wife team who had recently 
returned from a Peace Corps mission  
in the Philippines, had developed a 
newfound interest in film and happened 
to be in Tompkins Square at the right  
time. Several months before, Richard 
had taken two film courses at Columbia  
University, and almost immediately 
thereafter, he and his wife landed jobs  
with Leacock-Pennebaker. (Donn Alan 

“D. A.” Pennebaker was a pioneer 
documentary filmmaker, credited as 
being one of the preeminent chroni-
clers of the 60s counterculture. Rich-
ard “Ricky” Leacock was also noted 
for his work in documentary films and 
is known as one of the founders of  
cinéma vérité.) The Wittys, between 
the two of them, would learn their 
craft well. 

Brahmānanda Dāsa, an early dis-
ciple of Śrīla Prabhupāda, remembers 
how the two young filmmakers came 
in touch with Kṛṣṇa consciousness:

Witty and wife came to Tompkins 
Square Park on a whim, and they 
saw the devotees. Gargamuni used 

Frames from Matchless Gifts (above). 
At left, Richard and Susan Witty. Ya

du
va

ra
 D

ās
a 

(2
)



MARCH / APRIL 2015  •   BACK TO GODHEAD   55        54   BACK TO GODHEAD  •   MARCH / APRIL 2015 

to pass out “Stay High Forever” 
invitations, a leaflet that was meant 
to attract young hippies to the move-
ment, and when Richard read it, he 
asked if he could film the Swami. It 
was perfect for Richard – he needed 
to tackle a short film project to show 
his employers that he and his wife 
could do a solid documentary on 
their own, and there we were: a col-
orful, unusual sight and the perfect 
subject for a documentary film. Gar-
gamuni agreed to arrange it, but he 
stipulated that Witty would have to 
give us a copy of the end result as 
compensation. So the Wittys came 
to 26 Second Avenue and filmed a 
lunch, and they came back to the 
park to film the kīrtana too. He and 
his wife were young hipster types  
like us and inquisitive. Śrīla Prabhu-
pāda was very accommodating when 
they interviewed him. Witty did 
make a copy of the finished prod-

uct for us, giving us a 16mm film in 
a can. We misplaced it; that was our 
tendency in those days.

Prabhupāda’s enthusiasm about the 
Wittys’ project can be gleaned from  
a letter to disciple Kīrtanānanda Dāsa, 
dated Friday, February 10, 1967 (a few  
months after the filming): “I am glad 
to learn that the film taken by Mr. Rich- 
ard Witty has come out very suc- 
cessful. It is all Kṛṣṇa’s blessings. . . .”

That chapter in ISKCON history  
quickly closed. The short film was made  
and shelved. Prabhupāda’s movement 
went on to spread around the world, 
and Richard and Susan produced sev- 
eral popular commercial documentaries, 
some focusing on Eastern mystics. No 
one in ISKCON heard from the Wittys 
for over a decade.

The Film Reappears	

When Baladeva Vidyābhūṣaṇa Dāsa, a 
disciple of Satsvarūpa Dāsa Goswami, 
arrived at the New York temple on 

West 55th Street in the summer of  
1979, he was excited about the possi- 
bilities of conducting research for his  
spiritual master’s forthcoming bio-
graphy of Śrīla Prabhupāda, the Śrīla 
Prabhupāda-līlāmṛta. One of his first 
orders of business as chief researcher 
was to make an announcement to the 
devotees: “We are currently looking  
for people in New York who may 
have had some interaction with Śrīla 
Prabhupāda. So when you go out into 
the streets and meet people, please 
ask them if they ever met His Divine 
Grace or if they knew him in any 
capacity whatsoever.” Baladeva asked 
them to at least get phone numbers 
from people, and to bring the numbers 
back to him. 

Sure enough, a devotee met Rich-
ard and Susan in uptown Manhattan 
and managed to secure their number.  

Baladeva immediately called and 
invited them to the temple. The Wit-
tys soon told him about the film, and 
he offered them free Life Membership 
in ISKCON in exchange for a copy 
and permission to use it. They were 
pleased to contribute their work,  
yet again, and the enthusiastic Bala-
deva naturally arranged for an intimate 
screening the next day. All the resi- 
dent devotees ooed and ahhed upon 
seeing the early footage of the 
movement.

Puru Dāsa, then custodian of the 
Prabhupāda Museum at the New York 
temple, became caretaker of the film 
and would often host the Wittys at the 
temple restaurant, which they would 
now frequent. Aware that Yaduvara 
Dāsa and his wife, Viśākhā Devī Dāsī, 
were completing a movie about Śrīla 
Prabhupāda – Your Ever Well-Wisher 
– and that they were looking for pre-
viously unseen footage, Puru handed 
the Witty film over to them. Yaduvara 
already had some Prabhupāda mov-
ies he had shot on his own, as well as 

they were happy to talk about these 
early experiences, when they had visu-
ally and audibly captured Prabhupāda 
and his disciples. 

“With Leacock-Pennebaker,” says 
Richard, “I learned to edit, to tape 
sound, and this film that we’re talking 
about was my first venture as a cam-

additional material by Australian free-
lance cinematographer William Kerr. 
He had accumulated bits and pieces 
from others too. But this was differ-
ent. What a find! Here Yaduvara dis-
covered excellent-quality clips of the 
very beginnings of the Hare Kṛṣṇa 
movement in New York – Prabhupāda 
chanting in the park and conveying his 
teachings in his own inimitable way, 
the early devotees speaking about the 
philosophy as they had learned it from 
him, and so much more. Matchless 
Gifts fit perfectly into Yaduvara’s film 
biography. He says,

At one point in time, [Richard] 
decided to donate his film Matchless 
Gifts to the devotees. That point in 
time exactly coincided with the time 
that we needed his film to insert in 
ours. Had it come a month later, 
our film would have already been 
released. Who can orchestrate such 
synchronicity? Certainly not me. 

In regard to Matchless Gifts, then, 
we see spiritual serendipity in at least 
three respects: First of all, Richard 
and Susan happened to be in Tomp-
kins Square as Prabhupāda’s move-
ment was just getting off the ground. 
Had they been there a little earlier or 
a little later, they would not have seen 
Prabhupāda and the devotees chant-
ing in the park, and there would be 
no film. In addition, years later they 
happened to meet a devotee on the 
streets of New York, who got their 
phone number. As a result, they gave 
Baladeva their Matchless Gifts movie 
at just the right time – both for the 
Līlāmṛta and for Yaduvara’s film. 

The Wittys Remember 
Prabhupa–da

Years later, Yaduvara met Richard and 
Susan in New York City. It was the 
summer of 2004, and Yaduvara had 
undertaken to combine all the exist-
ing footage of Śrīla Prabhupāda and 
his movement from 1965 to 1977, put-
ting everything in chronological order 
with overlaid commentary by those 
who were there. The Wittys immedi-
ately expressed an interest to take part 
in the project. 

Yaduvara took the opportunity to 
interview them about their film, and 

eraman. This was entirely on our own, 
funding from our own pockets, and we 
selected this because this was a move-
ment that was different. We liked the 
Eastern flavor, the otherworldly atti-
tude – the devotees were outside the 
mainstream, and they had substance 
too. Something resonated with us.” 

Susan Witty remembers the experi-
ence as well:

We went to the storefront, Matchless 
Gifts, and I’ve always been so taken 
with that sign. I can still remember  
it. It was beautifully done, so artis-
tic, saying “Matchless Gifts” – 
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“Witty did make a copy of the finished 
product for us. . . . We misplaced it; 
that was our tendency in those days.”

Many ISKCON farm communities 
around the world are fulfilling Śrīla 
Prabhupāda’s wish that devotees 
create self-sustaining rural projects. 
He wanted these farms to be the 
perfect places to practice Kṛṣṇa con- 
sciousness and to be examples of 
the benefits of natural living.

Devotees have taken up the chal- 
lenge of growing their own food, 
developing cow-protection programs,  
and following the simple-living/high-
thinking way of life of devotional 
service on the farm. Some of these 
communities are being recognized 
as leaders in sustainable living 
based on renewable resources.

Here are the websites of a few 
of ISKCON’s successful rural 
projects. 

www.navavrajadhama.hu/en
New Vraja Dhama in Hungary is 
200 kilometers from the capital city 
of Budapest. Established in 1993, 

this sustainable farm community is 
home to around 150 devotees. The 
residents grow almost all their own 
food.

The community has created a  
program called the Eco Valley Foun- 
dation to teach people about self-
sufficient farm communities and 
economic sustainability.

www.krishnafarm.net
New Govardhana in Australia is 
located near Murwillumbah, in the 
picturesque Tweed Valley, northern 
New South Wales. It is nestled atop 
a ridge with magnificent views of 
the valley. 

Established in 1977, the farm has 
a gurukula, a cow-protection pro-
gram, and extensive organic gardens.  
Seventy devotees live on the prop-
erty, and around five hundred live in 
the surrounding area and are part of 
the regular congregation.

New Govardhana manages a vol-

unteer program in which people 
come to stay on the farm, work 
in the organic gardens, and learn 
about Kṛṣṇa consciousness. At 
any time, the popular program has 
as many as forty volunteers from 
around the world.

www.newvrindaban.com
Located in the Appalachian Moun- 
tains in West Virginia, New 
Vrindaban was established as 
ISKCON’s first farm community 
in 1968. Śrīla Prabhupāda said it 
should develop a cow-protection 
program, be self-sufficient, and 
provide spiritual education. 

Today New Vrindaban is 
developing an eco-village model, 
has large vegetable and flower 
gardens, and hosts the longest- 
running cow-protection program 
in the Western world. Each year 
thousands of people visit the farm  
to take part in programs and 
festivals.

www.ecovillage.org.in
Govardhan Ecovillage (pictured 
above) is a farm community and 
retreat center located 108 km 
north of Mumbai, India, at the 
foothills of the Sahyadri moun-
tains. The community manages 
a cow-protection program, gives 
shelter to other animals, uses 
organic farming methods, and 
has developed renewable-energy  
sources, including a cow-dung-
gas plant and solar-power 
generation.

Recently Govardhan Ecovil-
lage won the Asian Leadership 
Corporate Social Responsibility  
(CSR) award for “Best Overall 
Sustainable Performance.”

          – Antony Brennan

http://www.krishnafarm.net
http://www.newvrindaban.com
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wonderful colors and swirls and 
everything. So we entered. It was 
quite a simple room, and they were 
eating on the floor . . . My feeling 
about the Swami is that I think  
he was in some kind of a mysti- 
cal state and yet very down to  
earth, and I think that perhaps he 
passed something to us in that  
interview. I felt something. But at 
the same time, I was having a very 
good time. I actually thought we 
were onto something big. I have a 
journalist’s instinct, but I also have  
. . . a spiritual instinct. After all,  
this was a very small little room, 
and the Swami was interviewed 
by us in the back in a smaller lit-
tle room with a curtain over it. So 
to me, that’s where it started. Now, 
maybe it started before in some- 
place else. But amazing, we were 
there! And for me, that’s very 
significant.

Richard told Yaduvara that for Match-
less Gifts he had used 16mm film and 
Susan had used a Nagra tape recorder, 
the standard recording system for 
motion picture and single-camera tele-

vision production at the time. But it 
was heavy equipment, and they lugged 
it all – lighting, backdrops, and so on 
– both to the park and to the temple  
at 26 Second Avenue.

Susan notes that you can see her in 
the film, with black turtleneck sweater 
and horned-rim glasses. 

“I was eating this rice preparation,” 
she says, “and we had become accus- 
tomed to such food in the Philippines. 
We had also become accustomed to 
the basics of Eastern philosophy. It 
was as if we were being prepared for  
meeting the Swami. Also, I was a  
dancer, and so, seeing the devotees 
dance in the park – it touched me on 
a very deep level.” Her recollection of 
Prabhupāda has stayed with her:

I remember [Prabhupāda’s] face. I 
don’t remember his body, it’s inter-
esting. I remember his face. We did 
get these wonderful close-ups of his 
face. That’s where his power, his 
focus, and his calm presence were 
all gathered – in his face. But here it 
was the beginning for us for meet-

ing many spiritual masters, and it 
was also the beginning of the Hare 
Kṛṣṇa movement, and it was also 
the beginning of a trend that grew 
towards the appreciation of Eastern 
religions in America.

Richard Witty concludes: “It was re-
warding for us to give this film to the 
devotees, so many years later. It’s 
something we really wanted to do. In 
that sense, it was ‘matchless gifts’ for 
us too.”

Satyarāja Dāsa, a disciple of Śrīla 
Prabhupāda, is a BTG associate 
editor and founding editor of the Jour-
nal of Vaishnava Studies. He has writ-
ten more than thirty books on Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness and lives near New 
York City.

The Wittys’ film Matchless Gifts can 
be viewed here: http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=RrusnxynJs0

OPIUM OF THE MASSES?
(continued from page 26)
despair. Millions bury themselves in  
pointless distractions like video games, 
spectator sports, and movies. Even 
atheists find such obsession undesir-
able. As American Atheists’ founder 
Madalyn Murray O’Hair commented 
about contemporary society, “Marx 
was wrong – religion is not the opi-
ate of the masses, baseball is.” But 
what they often don’t realize is that by 
labeling religion an opiate and turning 
people away from it, they force them 
to seek refuge in such opiates.

3. Does religion divert our energy   
 from real well-being? 
Atheists argue that just as taking 
opium distracts people from working 
for real well-being, so does believing 
in religion. Is that true?

Religion does indeed direct our 
vision to another world, an eternal 
world – the kingdom of God. Does 
this otherworldly hope make us indo-
lent or impotent to work in this world?

No.
This is not to deny that some reli-

gious people may neglect their worldly 
responsibilities. But that’s because 
they misunderstand or misapply the 
teachings of religion.

What is the nature of religion’s 
actual contributions?

Throughout history:

• Religious believers have created  
many of the greatest works of art, 
architecture, and literature. Their be- 
lief didn’t cause them to reject every-
thing of this world for the sake of 
God, but inspired them to do wonder-
ful things in this world to glorify God.
• Religious beliefs have motivated 
millions of people to acts of charity 
and compassion.

In addition to looking at religion’s 
practical contributions to the world, 
we also need to assess religion’s con-
ceptual attitude towards the world so 
that we can gauge whether it has an 
opiate-like effect.

No doubt, religion promises us a 
better world beyond this world. At the 
same time, it instructs us that, to attain 
that world, we need to act morally 
and responsibly in the here-and-now. 
This injunction contributes to making 
things better in this world.

The Vedic worldview informs us 
that our spiritual development takes 
us through four progressive stages: 
dharma (religious practice), artha 
(holistic economic prosperity), kāma 
(physical and emotional satisfaction), 
and mokṣa (liberation from material 
existence). Thus, it outlines a master 
plan that integrates both this-worldly 
and otherworldly well-being.

Similarly, the Bhagavad-gītā cen-
ters on a call for devotional activism  
in this world. Arjuna wanted to re-
nounce the world, but Kṛṣṇa instructed 
him to engage in the world and to 
engage the world in devotional service 
by establishing the rule of morality 
and spirituality in the world.

The Gītā’s teachings of bhakti offer 
a dynamic way that helps us contribute 
to this world while also attaining the 
next world. The path of bhakti urges 
us to neither romanticize nor demon-
ize the world, but instead to utilize it 
and thereby realize God.

Many people, including most athe-
ists, romanticize the world, picturing it 
to be the arena where they will fulfill 
their fantasies. When the world dashes 
and smashes their dreams, they some-
times oscillate to the other extreme 

and demonize it; they paint it as an 
intrinsically evil place to be shunned 
at all costs.

The Bhagavad-gītā (2.64) urges 
us to avoid attachment and aversion, 
thereby pointing to a balance between 
these two poles of romanticizing and 
demonizing. Further, the Gītā (5.29) 
declares that the world belongs to God,  
Kṛṣṇa, and so should be used for His 
service. When we lovingly offer the 
resources of the world to the Lord of  
the world, this devotional contact with 
the all-pure Lord purifies us. This 
purification peels away the layers of 
ignorance and forgetfulness that have 
obscured our spiritual identity for eons.

As we progressively realize who 
we actually are, we understand that 
rendering devotional service to Kṛṣṇa 
is our natural, eternal activity as His 

beloved children. This understanding 
inspires us to continue serving Kṛṣṇa 
with conviction and devotion. Then, as  
we rise towards God-realization, we dis- 
cover that all the peace and joy we were  
constantly searching for externally was  
present all along in our own hearts in  
the form of Kṛṣṇa, the source of all 
peace and joy. Helping us get that reali- 
zation is the world’s ultimate purpose.

Thus, Gītā wisdom helps us steer 
clear of the extremes of romanticizing 
and demonizing in dealing with the 
world. By showing us the middle path 
of utilizing, it leads us to life’s ulti-
mate perfection: realizing Kṛṣṇa.

Śrīla Prabhupāda demonstrated this 
devotional dynamism in our times. 
Did the religion of bhakti make him 
inactive when he could have been 
active? Far from it, it made him super-
active at an age when most people 
become inactive. Despite being over 
seventy, Śrīla Prabhupāda traveled all 
over the world several times, wrote 
dozens of books, and established more 
than a hundred temples. For him, reli-
gion was not an opiate, but a vitalizer.

That same rejuvenating potency 
of religion is available to us too. All 
we need to do is assimilate and apply 
the principles of bhakti, which the 
Bhagavad-gītā (18.66) indicates is 
the summit of religion. Thus, the true 
contribution of religion, especially in 
its highest expression of bhakti, is far 
from that of an opiate. And its contri-
bution is far higher than merely being 
a source of better physical and mental 
health, though these may come out. It  
provides a lasting and fulfilling direc- 
tion for our innermost longing for love.  
By so doing, it makes our life meaning- 
ful, purposeful, joyful. Nothing enriches 
our life as does bhakti.

Atheism, on the other hand, deval-
ues life into a meaningless accident,  
a procession of dead chemicals. It 
offers little if any reason for compassion  

and all reasons to use anything and any- 
one for one’s own pleasure. For the athe- 
ist, this life is all that exists, it is meant  
only for enjoyment, and there’s no God 
to oversee how we get that enjoyment. 
Such a worldview fosters immorality 
and corruption and degradation.

So, if evidence and reasoning were 
allowed to speak, perhaps the question 
would need to be turned around: might 
atheism be the opium of the masses? 
Could it be a deceptive and destructive 
opium that has been widely fed to peo-
ple in the name of science, secularism, 
and social progress, while it actually 
erodes the foundations of our material 
and spiritual well-being?

Caitanya Caraṇa Dāsa is a disciple 
of His Holiness Rādhānāth Swami. 
He holds a degree in electronic and 
telecommunications engineering and 
serves full time at ISKCON Pune. He 
is the author of eleven books. To read 
his other articles or to receive his 
daily reflection on the Bhagavad-gītā, 
“Gita-Daily,” visit thespiritualscien-
tist.com.

 

Atheism offers little if any reason for 
compassion and all reasons to use any- 
thing and anyone for one’s own pleasure.

The 5th Annual 
International 

Vaishnavi Retreat
Organized by the GBC Devotee Care Committee

MARCH 11–16, 2015, VRINDAVAN, INDIA

For information, email vihe.office@pamho.net.

mailto:vihe.office@pamho.net
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Many temples have their own websites, which you can find at our online directory: http://directory.krishna.com. Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we’ve skipped 
the codes for North America (1) and India (91). For information on international calling, go to www.howtocallabroad.com.  ◆ Temples with restaurants or dining          

CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD
The International Society for Krishna Consciousness

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

    Bunts Hotel Rd., 575 003/ Tel. (824) 2423326 or 2442756, or 9844325616
 ◆ Mayapur, WB — ISKCON, Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham, Dist. 
    Nadia, 741 313/ Tel. (3472) 245620, 245240, or 245355/ mayapur.chandrodaya@pamho.net
  Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Enkhol, Tidim Rd./ Tel. (3879) 795133
 ◆ Mumbai, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (22) 26206860/  
    info@iskconmumbai.com; guest.house.bombay@pamho.net
 ◆ Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Chowpatty 400 007/ Tel. (22) 23665500/ 
    info@radhagopinath.com
    Mumbai, Maharashtra — Shristhi Complex, Mira Rd. (E), opposite Royal College, Dist. Thane, 
    401 107/ Tel. (22) 2811-7795 or -7796/ jagjivan.gkg@pamho.net
  Mysore, Karnataka — #31, 18th Cross, Jayanagar, 570 014/ Tel. (821) 2500582 or 6567333/ 
    mysore.iskcon@gmail.com
   Nagpur, Maharashtra — Empress City Mall, Opp. Raman Science Centre, Gandhi Sagar Lake, 440017/ 
    Tel. 9049828549, 9823014688, or 9766447719/ iskcon.nagpur@pamho.net  
  Nellore, AP — ISKCON City, Hare Krishna Rd., 524 004/ Tel. (861) 2314577 or 9215536589/    
    sukadevaswami@gmail.com
   ◆   New Delhi — Hare Krishna Hill, Sant Nagar Main Rd., East of Kailash, 110 065/ Tel. (011) 2623-5133, 
    4, 5, 6, or 7/ delhi@pamho.net; (Guesthouse: guest.house.new.delhi@pamho.net)
 ●  New Delhi — 41/77, Punjabi Bagh (West), 110 026/ Tel. (11) 25222851 or 25227478
  Noida, UP — A-5, Sector-33, 201 301 (Opposite NTPC office)/ Tel. (120) 2506211 
   Pandharpur, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Dhama, East Bank of Chandrabhaga River, Pandharpur, 
    Dist. Solapur, 413 304/ Tel. (2186) 267242 or 267266, or 9423335991/ 
    iskcon.pandharpur@pamho.net
  Patna, Bihar — Sri Sri Banke Bihariji Mandir, Golok Dham, Budha Marg, Patna-1/ Tel. (612) 2220794,   
    2687637, or 2685081; or 9431021881/ krishna.kripa.jps@pamho.net
  Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (20) 41033222 or 41033223/  
    nvcc@iskconpune.in 
  Puri, Odisha — Bhakti Kuti, Swargadwar, 752 001/ Tel. (6752) 231440
  Raipur, Chhatisgarh — Hare Krishna Land, Alopi Nagar, Opposite Maharshi Vidyalaya, Tatibandh,   
    Raipur 492 001/ Tel. (771) 5037555 or 9893276985/ iskconraipur@yahoo.com
  Rajkot, Gujarat — Sri Sri Radha Neelmadhav Dham, Kalawad Rd., Opposite Kankot Patiya, 
    Mota Mava, 360 005/ Tel. 9898550185/ vaishnavseva@yahoo.co.in
  Ranaghat, WB — Gourdham, Habibpur, Ranaghat, Dist. Nadia, 741 403/ Tel. (3473) 
    281150 or 281226/ shyamrup.jps@pamho.net
  Salem, TN — ISKCON, Hare Krishna Land, Karuppur 636 012/ Tel. (427) 2001686/ 
    iskcon.salem@pamho.net
  Secunderabad, AP — 27 St. John’s Rd., 500 026/ Tel. (40) 780-5232
  Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Dist. Cachar, 788 004/ Tel. (3842) 34615
   Siliguri, WB — ISKCON Rd., Gitalpara, 734 406/ Tel. (353) 426619, 539046, or 539082
            Solapur, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Land, 171/2 Uttar Kasabe, Akkalkot Rd., Bhaktivedanta Marg, near  
 New Jakat Naka, Dist. Solapur, 413006/ Tel. 9371178393 or 9370651251/ shursendas@yahoo.co.in
  Sri Rangam, TN — 103 Amma Mandapam Rd., Sri Rangam, Trichy 620 006/ 
    Tel. (431) 2433945/ iskcon_srirangam@yahoo.com.in
  Surat, Gujarat — Ashram Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel. (261) 2765891 or 2765516/ 
    surat@pamho.net
 ●  Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala — Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 695 014/ Tel. (471) 2328197/ jsdasa@yahoo.co.in
  Tirunelveli, TN — 10B Tiruvananthapuram, Near Vannarapettai Circle, 627 002/ Tel. (462) 2501640
     ◆  Tirupati, AP — K.T. Rd., Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel. (877) 2231760 or 2230009/
    revati.raman.jps@pamho.net (Guesthouse: guesthouse.tirupati@pamho.net)
  Udhampur, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Srila Prabhupada Marg, Srila Prabhupada Nagar,  
    182 101/ Tel. (1992) 270298/ info@iskconudhampur.com
  Ujjain, MP — 35–37 Hare Krishna Land, Bharatpuri, 456 010/ Tel. (734) 2535000 or 2531000, 
    or 9300969016/ iskcon.ujjain@pamho.net
   Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — Opp. B&B Polytechnic, Mota Bazaar, Ananda, 388 120/ Tel. (2692)   
    230796 or 233012/ iskcon.vvnagar@pamho.net
  Varanasi, UP — ISKCON, B 27/80 Durgakund Rd., Near Durgakund Police Station, Varanasi 
    221 010/ Tel. (542) 246422 or 222617
  Vellore, TN — Chennai Ext. Centre, 10–12, 10th East Cross Road, Gandhi Nagar, 632 006
  Vijayawada, AP — Venkatapalem Karakatta Rd., Undavalli Village, Tadepalli Mandaal, Vijayawada, 
    Dist. Guntur, 522 501/ Tel. (8645) 272513/ mmdasiskconvijayawada@gmail.com
  Visakhapatnam, AP — Hare Krishna Land, Sagaranagar-45 (City office and mail: Plot No. 52,    
    Pandurangapuram, Beach Rd., Visakhapatnam 530 043)/ Tel. (891)2528376 or 6537625/ 
    samba.jps@pamho.net (Guesthouse: guesthouse.vizag@pamho.net)
     ◆ Vrindavan, UP — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Dist. Mathura, 
    281 124/ Tel. &  Fax: (565) 2540728/ iskcon.vrindavan@pamho.net; 
    (Guesthouse: Tel. (565) 2540022; ramamani@sancharnet.in)
    Warangal, AP — Mulugu Rd., Ayappa Pidipally, 506 007/ Tel. (8712) 426182
  Yamunanagar, Haryana — ISKCON Hare Krishna Dham, Hare Krishna Marg, Raghunathpuri, 
    Yamunanagar 135001/ Tel. (1732) 321001 or (mobile) 09355330775/ vishu_bakshi05@yahoo.co.in

   RURAL COMMUNITIES
   Ahmedabad District, Gujarat (Hare Krishna Farm) — Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)
  Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj

A TEXAS-SIZED TEMPLE
(continued from page 47)
ISKCON sannyāsīs, and Houston pio-
neers such as Dīna Bandhu Dāsa. 
Friday night featured an interfaith 
program, and over the weekend aus-
picious rituals were performed to inau-
gurate the temple and install new 
small deities, Śrī Śrī Rādhā-Giridhārī. 
The guests enjoyed performances by 
B. B. Govinda Swami’s Kazakhstani 
chanters, the Mayapuris, the Houston-
based United Nations Association 
International Choir, and seventeen-
year-old Carnatic vocalist Kruthi Bhat,  
named top vocalist in the 2014 world-
wide Carnatic Idol competition and 
a violinist and cellist in the Houston 
Symphony Orchestra. More than five  
hundred students from thirty-five 
Houston-area dance and music schools,  
including an ISKCON Houston girls’  
dance group, performed on two  
festival stages.

Tamāl Kṛṣṇa Goswami often spoke 
of the need for a vegetarian restau-

rant at the temple, and one is being 
planned. Devotees have built or 
moved into more than twenty homes 
within walking distance of the temple, 
and others have bought plots of land 
with the intention to build homes. The 
temple has purchased several acres 
directly across the street, with plans 
to build a block of twenty-one apart-
ments for devotees or friends of the 
temple. 

Having built guest rooms and 
hosted events such as the 2014 
ISKCON North American Education 
Symposium, the temple hopes to host 
more seminars and retreats. Devotees 
are developing plans for a new brahma- 
cārī ashram and an ashram for wom-
en. Also under consideration is the 
idea of opening a center in downtown 
Houston.

Like Suda–ma– Bra–hman. a	

Thirty years after his stint as temple 
president, Kālakaṇṭha Dāsa returned to 

Houston for the grand opening. As he 
marveled at the deities’ beautiful new 
setting, a striking realization came to 
him: “To me, it was interesting to see 
at the back of the new temple build-
ing a wonderful bas-relief sculpture 
that depicts Sudāmā Brāhmaṇa’s vis-
it to Lord Kṛṣṇa in Dwarka. Sudāmā 
was supposed to ask charity from 
Kṛṣṇa, but he forgot, being over-
whelmed by the Lord’s kindness.  
After leaving Dwarka and return-
ing to his shack, Sudāmā was amazed 
to find that it had been transformed 
into an opulent palace, unmatched by 
the demigods’ palaces in heaven. To 
remember that Rosalie Street proper-
ty – and to see what is here today – I 
now know something of how Sudāmā 
felt.” 

Sārvabhauma Dāsa, a disciple of 
Tamāl Kṛṣṇa Goswami, is based in 
Houston, where he engages in various 
Kṛṣṇa conscious teaching and writing  
projects.

BHAKTIVEDANTA HOSPICE
(continued from page 23)
Kārttika, so devotees were visiting  
Vrindavan from all over the world, 
and many, including sannyāsīs and  
senior devotees, would visit Baba-
saheb. There was often kīrtana in 
his room in addition to the hospice’s 
regular morning program, afternoon 
Kṛṣṇa book readings, and evening 
kīrtana, bhajana, and singing of the 
Dāmodarāṣṭaka prayers, a highlight 
of Kārttika. Recordings of Prabhupāda 
singing played softly all through 
the night. The atmosphere was both 
home-like and spiritual, and as Ācārya 
Ratna’s family could see Babasaheb 
becoming more peaceful every day, 
their anxieties were also relieved. 

When Babasaheb’s health became 
more critical, devotees assembled to 
hold all-night kīrtanas, and prayers 
were offered from several temples 
in India. Bhakti Puruṣottama Swami 
offered a special pūjā to Nṛsiṁhadeva 
at ISKCON Mayapur, in West Bengal, 
and Rādhānāth Swami phoned from 
America, explaining to Babasaheb the 
glories of Vrindavan and service to 
Rādhā-Kṛṣṇa, and chanting the mahā-
mantra in his ear. Girirāja Swami also 

called, and chanted for almost ten 
minutes.

Two days later, Babasaheb Narayan 
Patil departed amidst devotees chant-
ing the holy names. Dr. Viśvarūpa per-
formed the final rites, and the next day 
the hospice hosted a memorial of talks 
and kīrtana, followed by a feast. 

With a choked voice, Ācārya Ratna’s 
brother told those assembled, “We 
could not have served our father so 
nicely at home. Even relatives won’t 
do as much as the devotees did here  
at the hospice. Bhaktivedanta Hos- 
pice and its devotees have made a  
permanent home in my heart.” 

At home, the family members had 
been confused and bewildered, but at 
the hospice they gained courage and 
strength and felt themselves fortunate 
to have been in Vrindavan and helped 
their loved one depart. 

Bhaktivedanta Hospice helps pa-
tients think of God at the time of 
death, thus offering a permanent solu- 
tion to the problems of life. At the 
hospice’s one-year anniversary, Rādhā- 
nāth Swami noted that Śrīla Prabhu- 
pāda had taught “how to live a life 
of Kṛṣṇa consciousness, how to give 
our life in Kṛṣṇa consciousness, and 

how to depart from the world in Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness.” The hospice, he con-
tinued, “is here to give the best pos-
sible care – physical, emotional, and 
spiritual – to devotees who have given 
their hearts and souls and lives in 
devotional service, so they can depart 
this world surrounded by loving devo-
tees, in Prabhupāda’s embrace, at the 
lotus feet of Kṛṣṇa-Balarāma.” 

Born and raised in France, Viśākhā 
Priyā Dāsī joined ISKCON in South 
Africa in 1978. There she helped build 
the Sri Sri Radha-Radhanath Temple 
of Understanding, started the Food for 
Life program in the African townships, 
and organized the first translation 
and publication of The Perfection of 
Yoga in Zulu. In 1991 she moved to 
India, where she served first as one of 
Girirāja Swami’s personal assistants 
in Mumbai and then at the Vrindavan 
Institute for Higher Education. She 
currently resides in Vrindavan, where 
she helped develop and now manages 
Kirtan Ashram for senior ISKCON 
women. She thanks Kālacandjī Dāsa 
for his help with this article.

For more information, go to www.
bhaktivedantahospice.org.

  INDIA  
  Agartala, Tripura — Mathchow Muhani, Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur 799 001/ 
    Tel. (381) 2327053, (381) 2204518, or 9436167045/ premadatadas@rediffmail.com
         Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Satellite Rd., Sarkhej Gandhinagar Highway, Bopal Crossing, 
    380 059/ Tel. (79) 2686-1945, 1644, or 2350/ jasomatinandan.acbsp@pamho.net
  Allahabad, UP — Hare Krishna Dham, 161 Kashi Raj Nagar, Baluaghat 211 003/ 
    Tel. (532) 2416718/ iskcon.allahabad@pamho.net
  Amravati, Maharashtra — Saraswati Colony, Rathi Nagar 444 603/ Tel. (721) 2666849 or 
    9421805105/ iskconamravati@ymail.com 
  Amritsar, Punjab — Chowk Moni Bazar, Laxmansar, 143 001/ Tel. (183) 2540177
  Aravade, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Gram, Tal. Tasgaon, Dist. Sangli/ Tel. (2346) 255766 
    or 255515, or 9371163955
  Bangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, Chord Rd., 560 010/ Tel. (80) 23471956 or 
    23578346/ manjunath36@iskconbangalore.org
  Bangalore, Karnataka — ISKCON Sri Jagannath Mandir, No. 5, 1st Cross, Sri Puram, Shesha-  
   dripuram 560 020/ Tel. 9901060738 or 9886709603/ varada.krsna.jps@pamho.net
         Baroda, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 021/ Tel. (265) 2310630 or 2331012/ 
    iskcon.baroda@pamho.net
  Beed, Maharashtra — Saint Sawata Mali Chowk, MIDC Rd., Beed 431 122/ 
    Tel. (2442) 231799 or 233054
  Belgaum, Karnataka — 211 Shukrawar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 590 006/ Tel. (831) 2436267, 
    2400108, or 4204672/ iskcon.belgaum@pamho.net
  Bhadrak, Odisha — Gour Gopal Mandir, Kuansh Bhadrak 756 100/ Tel. (6784) 251730
 ◆ Bhubaneswar, Odisha — N.H. No. 5, IRC Village, 751 015/ Tel. (674) 2553517, 2553475, 
    or 2554283/ gm.iskconbbsr.ggs@pamho.net
   Brahmapur, Odisha — Hare Krishna Temple, N. H. No. 5, Dist. Ganjam, 760 008/ 
    Tel. (680) 2116100 or 9437179400/ pancharatna.gkg@pamho.net
  Brahmapur, Odisha — Sri Rama Govinda Mandir, Aska Rd., at Post Ankuspur, Brahmapur, 
    Dist. Ganjam, 761 100/ Tel. (680) 2485720/ srigopalccd@yahoo.co.in
  Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78, Krishna Nagar, Dist. Gadchiroli, Chamorshi 264 403/ 
    Tel. 09423422914
  Chandigarh, Punjab — Hare Krishna Dham, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ Tel. (172) 260-1590 
    or 260-3232/ iskcon.chandigarh@pamho.net
  Chennai — Hare Krishna Land, off ECR, Akkarai, Sholinganallur, Chennai 600 119/ 
    Tel. (44) 24530921 or 24530923/ iskconchennai@gmail.com 
  Coimbatore, TN — Jagannath Mandir, Hare Krishna Land, Aerodrome P.O., Opp. CIT, 641 014/
    Tel. (422) 2574508, 2574812, or 2574813/ info@iskcon-coimbatore.org
  Dwarka, Gujarat — Bharatiya Bhavan, Devi Bhavan Rd., 361 335/ Tel. (2892) 34606 
  Gadei Giri, Odisha — Post Alabol via Balikuda, Dist. Jagatsinghpur, 754 108/ Tel. (6724) 
    238112/ srigopalccd@yahoo.co.in
  Ghaziabad, UP — Hare Krishna Marg, R-11/35, Raj Nagar, 201 002/ Tel. 9312438001 
    or 9312438000/ iskcon.ghaziabad@pamho.net
  Guntur, AP — Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509
  Guwahati, Assam — Ulubari Chariali, South Sarania, 781 007/ Tel. (361) 2525963/ 
    iskcon.guwahati@pamho.net
  Hanumkonda, AP — Neeladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506 011/ Tel. (8712) 77399
  Haridaspur, WB — P.O. Chhaygharia, Bangaon, 24 Parganas, 743 704/ Tel. (3215) 57856
  Haridwar, Uttaranchal — Prabhupada Ashram, G. House, Nai Basti, Mahadev Nagar, Bhimgoda 
    249 401/ Tel. (1334) 260818 or 9411371870
  Hyderabad, AP — Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ Tel. 8106130279 or (40)   
    24744969/ iskcon.hyderabad@pamho.net (Guesthouse: guesthouse.iskconhyd@pamho.net)
  Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Rd., 795 001/ Tel. (385) 2455693/ 
    manimandir@sancharnet.in
   Indore, MP — ISKCON, Nipania, Indore/ Tel. 9300474043/ mahaman.acbsp@pamho.net
   Jaipur, Rajasthan – Sri Sri Giridhari Dauji Mandir, ISKCON Road, Village Dholai (Opp. Vijay Path),  
    Mansarovar, New Sanganer Road, Jaipur 302020 (mail: ISKCON, 117/326 Agarwal Farm, 
    Mansarovar, Jaipur 302020)/ Tel. (141) 2782765, 2781860, or (mobile) 9351549864/ 
    jaipur@pamho.net
  Jhansi, UP — Inside Saiyar Gate, Near Kali Badi/ Tel. (510) 2443602
  Kanpur, UP — Mainawati Marg, Bithur Rd., Nawabganj, 208 002/ Tel. 9037188117, 9198707801,
    or 9198707804/ iskcon.kanpur@pamho.net
  Katra, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Sri Kalika Mata Mandir, Katra Vaishnodevi, 
    182 101/ Tel. (1991) 233047
  Kolkata, WB — 3C Albert Rd., 700 017 (behind Minto Park, opp. Birla High School)/ 
    Tel. (33) 3028-9258 or -9280/ iskcon.calcutta@pamho.net
     ◆ Kurukshetra, Haryana — ISKCON, Main Bazaar, 136 118/ Tel. (1744) 234806 or 235529
  Lucknow, UP — 1 Ashok Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg, 226 018/ Tel. (522) 2636500, 
    9415235050 or 9415008065/ lucknow@pamho.net
  Ludhiana, Punjab — Sterling Tower, Vrindavan Rd., Civil Lines, 141 001/ Tel. 9316970600 
    or (161) 2770600 / iskcon.ludhiana@pamho.net
  Madurai, TN — 37 Maninagaram Main Rd., 625 001/ Tel. (452) 274-6472
   Mangalore, Karnataka — ISKCON Sri Jagannath Mandir, near Hotel Woodlands, 
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  Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dist. Gadhachiroli, 442 603/ Tel. (218) 623473
  Hyderabad, AP (New Naimisaranya Farm) — P.O. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., Dist. R.R., 
    501 401/ Tel. (40) 65520070 or 9440057263/ naimisaranya@pamho.net
  Indore, MP (Krishna-Balarama Mandir) — Hare Krishna Vihar, Nipania Village/ Tel. (731) 572794
  Mayapur, WB — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)
  Puri, Odisha — ISKCON, Bhaktivedanta Ashram, Sipasirubuli, 752 001/ Tel. (6752)  230494 
  Surat, Gujarat — Bhaktivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surat-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur,  
    P. O. Gangadhara, Dist. Surat, 394 310/ Tel. (2622) 63546
  Vrindavan, UP — Vrinda Kund, Nandagaon, Dist. Mathura
   ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
   Kolkata, WB — Govinda’s, ISKCON House, 22 Gurusaday Rd., 700 019/ Tel. (33) 24866922 
    or 24866009
  Surat, Gujarat — Ashram Rd., Jahangirpura 395005/ Tel. (261) 2765891 or 2765516/ 
    surat@pamho.net

  CANADA
  Brampton, Ontario — 6 George Street South, 2nd Floor, L6Y 1P3/ Tel. (416) 648-3312/   
    iskconbrampton@gmail.com
  Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth St. N.E., T2E 3S3/ Tel. (403) 265-3302/ vamanstones@shaw.ca
  Edmonton, Alberta — 9353 35th Ave. NW, T6E 5R5/ Tel. (780) 439-9999/ 
    harekrishna.edmonton@gmail.com
  Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie IX Blvd., H1V 2C5/ Tel. & fax: (514) 521-1301/ 
    iskconmontreal@gmail.com
 ◆ Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St. E., K1N 6V4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544/ iskconottawa@sympatico.ca
  Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack St., S4T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-0002 or -6461/   
    jagadishadas@yahoo.com
 ◆ Toronto, Ontario — 243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415/ info@torontokrishna.com 
 ◆ Vancouver, B. C. – 5462 S. E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5J 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-9728/ 
    naradmunidas@hotmail.com
   RURAL COMMUNITY
  Ashcroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama, Venables Valley (mail: P. O. Box 99, V0K 1A0)/ 
    info@saranagati.ca

   U.S.A.
  Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., 30306/ Tel. & fax: (404) 377-8680/ 
    admin@atlantaharekrishnas.com
  Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410) 744-1624/ 
    contact@iskconbaltimore.org
  Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart St., 94705/ Tel. (510) 540-9215/ rajan416@yahoo.com
  Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/ boise_temple@yahoo.com
  Boston, Massachusetts — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/ 
    info@iskconboston.org 
  Chicago, Illinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (773) 973-0900/ chicagoiskcon@yahoo.com
  Columbus, Ohio — 379 W. Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/ premvilasdas.rns@gmail.com
  ◆  Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330/ txkrishnas@aol.com; restaurant:  
    vegetariantaste@aol.com
 ◆  Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-9052
  Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ gaurangi108@hotmail.com
  Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (352) 336-4183/ 
    kalakantha.acbsp@pamho.net
  Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. & fax: (860) 289-7252/
    pyari108@gmail.com
 ◆  Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 595-4913/ hawaii.iskcon@gmail.com
  Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482/ management@iskconhouston.org
  Kansas City, Missouri — 5201 Paseo Blvd., 64110/ Tel. (816) 924-5619/ rvc@rvc.edu
   Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion St., 92651/ Tel. (949) 494-7029/ info@lagunatemple.com
  Las Vegas, Nevada — Govinda’s Center of Vedic India, 7181 Dean Martin Dr., 89118/ 
    Tel. (702) 434-8332/ info@govindascenter.com
 ◆  Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676/ 
    membership@harekrishnala.com
 ◆  Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 (mail: 3109 Grand Ave., #491, Coconut Grove, FL   
    33133)/ Tel. (305) 461-1348/ devotionalservice@iskcon-miami.org
  New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 304-0032 (office) or 
    (504) 638-1944 (temple)/ gopal211@aol.com
 ◆  New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714/  
    ramabhadra@aol.com
  Orlando, Florida — 2651 Rouse Rd., 32817/ Tel. (407) 257-3865/ info@iskconorlando.com
  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Ln., 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600/ 
    iskconphilly@aol.com
 ◆ Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South St., 19146/ Tel. (215) 985-9303/ savecows@aol.com
   Phoenix, Arizona — 100 S. Weber Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel. (480) 705-4900/ 
     premadhatridd@live.com
             Portland, Oregon — 2095 NW Aloclek Dr., Suites 1107 & 1109, Hillsboro, 97124/ Tel. (503) 675-5000/  
     info@iskconportland.com
      ◆   St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085 or 534-1708/ 
 iskcon.stl@pamho.net
   Salt Lake City, Utah — 965 E. 3370 South, 84106/ Tel. (801) 487-4005/ utahkrishnas@gmail.com
  San Antonio, Texas — 6772 Oxford Trace, 78240/ Tel. (210) 401-6576/ aadasa@gmail.com
 ◆ San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (858) 483-2500 or 272-8263/  
    krishna.sandiego@gmail.com
  San Jose, California — Mountain View, California, 1965 Latham St., 94040/ Tel. (650) 336-7993/  
    isvtemple108@gmail.com
  Seattle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. S.E., Sammamish, 98075/ Tel. (425) 246-8436/ 
              info@vedicculturalcenter.org
 ◆ Spanish Fork, Utah — Krishna Temple Project & KHQN Radio, 8628 S. State Rd., 84660/ 
    Tel. (801) 798-3559/ utahkrishnas@gmail.com

  Tallahassee, Florida — 4601 Crawfordville Rd., 32305/ Tel. 850-727-5785/  
    tallahassee.iskcon@gmail.com
  Towaco, New Jersey — 100 Jacksonville Rd., 07082/ Tel. & fax: (973) 299-0970/ 
    madhupati.jas@pamho.net 
 ◆  Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ sandaminidd@cs.com
  Washington, D.C. — 10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100/  
     info@iskconofdc.org      
  RURAL COMMUNITIES
 ◆ Alachua, Florida (New Raman Reti) — 17306 N.W. 112th Blvd., 32615 (mail: P.O. Box 819,  
    32616)/ Tel. (386) 462-2017/ alachuatemple@gmail.com
  Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Rd., 39426/ Tel. (601) 749-9460 
    or 799-1354/ talavan@hughes.net     
  Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — Carr. 181, Km. 16.3, Bo. Santa Rita, Gurabo 
    (mail: HC-01, Box 8440, Gurabo, PR 00778)/ Tel. (787) 367-3530 or (787) 737-1722/ 
    manonatha@gmail.com
  Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/ 
    Tel. (919) 732-6492/ bkgoswami@earthlink.net
      ◆ Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindaban) — R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna 
    Ridge, 26041/ Tel. (304) 843-1600; Guest House, (304) 845-5905/ 
    mail@newvrindaban.com
  Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — 532 Murari Ln., 37359/ Tel. (931) 759-6888/ 
    murari_sevaka@yahoo.com
  Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — 534 Gita Nagari Rd., 17082/ Tel. (717) 527-4101/  
    dhruva.bts@pamho.net
  Sandy Ridge, North Carolina — Prabhupada Village, 1283 Prabhupada Rd., 27046/ 
    Tel. (336) 593-9888/ madanmohanmohini72@gmail.com
   ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
  Hato Rey, Puerto Rico — Tamal Krishna’s Veggie Garden, 131 Eleanor Roosevelt, 00918/ 
    Tel. (787) 754-6959/ tkveggiegarden@aol.com

  UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND
  Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Ln., BT17 OHE/ 
    Tel. +44 (28) 9062 0530
  Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgbaston B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (121) 420 4999/
    birmingham@iskcon.org.uk
 ◆ Cardiff, Wales — Cafe Atma / The Soul Centre, 40 Crwys Road, Cathays, CF24 4NN/ 
    +44 (29) 20 390 391, cafe.atma@gmail.com
  Coventry, England —  Kingfield Rd., Coventry (mail: 19 Gloucester St., Coventry CV1 3BZ)/  
    Tel. +44 (24) 7655 2822 or 5420/ haridas.kds@pamho.net
 ◆ Dublin, Ireland — 83 Middle Abbey St., Dublin 1/ Tel. +353 (1) 661 5095/ dublin@krishna.ie;   
    Govinda’s: info@govindas.ie
   Leicester, England — 31 Granby Street, LE1 6EP/ Tel. +44 (0) 7597 786 676/ 
    pradyumna.jas@pamho.net
  Lesmahagow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire, 
    ML11 0ES/ Tel. +44 (1555) 894790/ karunabhavan@aol.com
     ◆  London, England (city) — Radha-Krishna Temple, 10 Soho Street, W1D 3DL/ 
    Tel. +44 (20) 7437 3662; shop, 7440 5221; Govinda’s Restaurant, 7440 5229/ 
    info@iskcon-london.org
 ◆   London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Ln., Watford, Herts,   
    WD25 8EZ/ Tel. +44 (1923) 851000/ info@krishnatemple.com; (for accommodations:)   
    bmguesthouse@krishna.com
  London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Rd., South Norwood, SE25 5NG/ Tel. +44 
    7988857530/ krishnaprema89@hotmail.com
  London, England (Kings Cross) — 102 Caledonian Rd., Kings Cross, Islington, N1 9DN/ 
    Tel. +44 (20) 7168 5732/ foodforalluk@aol.com
  Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, M16 8FT/ Tel. +44 (161) 226 4416/   
    contact@iskconmanchester.com   
  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., NE4 6AR/ Tel. +44 (191) 272 1911
 ◆ Swansea, Wales — Govinda's, 8 Craddock Street, SA1 3EN/ +44 (1792) 468 469/ 
    info@iskconwales.org.uk; restaurant, info@govindas.org.uk
    RURAL COMMUNITIES 
  London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor: Krishna conscious programs are held 
    regularly in more than forty other cities in the U.K. For information, contact ISKCON 
    Reader Services, P. O. Box 730, Watford WD25 8EZ, UK; www.iskcon.org.uk) 
  Upper Lough Erne, Northern Ireland — Govindadwipa Dhama, Inisrath Island, Derrylin, 
    Co. Fermanagh, BT92 9GN/ Tel. +44 (28) 6772 1512/ govindadwipa@pamho.net
   ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS 
  Dublin, Ireland — Govinda’s, 4 Aungier St., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (1) 475 0309/ info@govindas.ie   
  Nottingham, England — Govinda’s Nottingham, 7–9 Thurland Street, NG1 3DR/ 
 Tel. +44 115 985 9639/ marigolds16@live.co.uk

  AUSTRALASIA
           AUSTRALIA
  Adelaide — 25 Le Hunte St. (mail: P.O. Box 114, Kilburn, SA 5084)/ Tel. & fax: +61 (8) 8359-  
    5120/ iskconsa@tpg.com.au
  Brisbane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.O. Box 83, Indooroopilly), QLD 4068/ 
    Tel. +61 (7) 3379-5455
  Canberra — 44 Limestone Ave., Ainslie, ACT 2602 (mail: P.O. Box 1411, Canberra, ACT 2601)/ 
    Tel. & fax: +61 (2) 6262-6208
  Melbourne — 197 Danks St. (mail: P.O. Box 125), Albert Park, VIC 3206/ Tel. +61 (3) 9699-5122/ 
    melbourne@pamho.net
  Perth — 155–159 Canning Rd., Kalamunda (mail: P.O. Box 201 Kalamunda 6076)/ Tel. +61 (8)   
    6293-1519/ perth@pamho.net
  Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 (mail: P.O. Box 459, Cammeray, NSW 2062)/   
    Tel. +61 (2) 9959-4558/ admin@iskcon.com.au

CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

    820054/ isvaripriya@libero.it
  Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 949 280436
   ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
  Cologne, Germany — Govindam, Roonstrasse 3, 50674 Köln
  Locarno, Switzerland — Govinda Restaurant, Via Della Motta 10, Locarno 6600/ Tel. +41 (91)   
    7523852 or 796260804/ radhakanta@pamho.net
  Milan — Govinda’s, Via Valpetrosa 5, 20123/ Tel. +39 (2) 862417  
  Oslo — Krishna’s Cuisine, Sørkedalsveien 10, 0369 Oslo/ Tel. +47 (2) 269-2269
  Zürich, Switzerland — Mohini, Weinbergstr, 15, 8001 Zürich/ Tel. +41 44 252 52 11/ 
    info@mohini.ch

  COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)
  Kiev — 16, Zorany per., 04078/ Tel. +380 (44) 4338312, 4347028, or 4345533
  Moscow — Leningradsky Prospect, Vladenie 39 (mail: Begovaya str., 13, OPS 284, a/ya 17, 
    125284 Moscow)/ Tel. +7 (495) 7394377/ temple@veda.ru

  ASIA (partial list)
  Bangkok, Thailand — Soi 3, Tanon Itsarapap, Toonburi/ Tel. +66 29445346, 814455401, 
    or 897810623/ swami.bvv.narasimha@pamho.net
  Chittagong, Bangladesh — Sri Krishna Mandir, in front of Afmi Plaza, Prabartak Sangha (mail: 
    P.O. Box 440)/ Tel. +880 (31) 2551950, 610822; or 1819395948/ iskconctg@gmail.com
  Dhaka, Bangladesh — 79 Swamibag, Dhaka-11/ Tel. +880 (2) 7122747 or 7122488/ info@iskconbd.org
  Hong Kong — 6/F Oceanview Court, 27 Chatham Road South (mail: P.O. Box 98919)/ 
    Tel. +852 (2) 739-6818/ iskcon.hong.kong@pamho.net
  Jakarta, Indonesia — Yayasan Radha-Govinda, P.O. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ 
    Tel. +62 (21) 489-9646/ matsyads@bogor.wasantara.net.id 
  Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha (mail: GPO Box 3520)/ Tel. +977 (1) 4373790 or 4373786/  
     (Attn: ISKCON)/ iskconkathmandu@gmail.com
  Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, 58200 Kuala Lumpur/ 
    Tel. +60 (3) 7980-7355/ president@iskconkl.com
  Manila, Philippines — Radha-Madhava Center, #9105 Banuyo St., San Antonio village, Makati   
    City/ Tel. +63 (2) 8963357; Tel. & fax: +63 (2) 8901947/ iskconmanila@yahoo.com
  Myitkyina, Myanmar — ISKCON Sri Jagannath Temple, Bogyoke Street, Shansu Taung, 
    Myitkyina, Kachin State/ mahanadi@mptmail.net.mm
  Tai Pei, Taiwan — Zhong Xiao East Rd. Sec. 2, Lane 39, Alley 2, No. 3, 2F/ Tel. +886 (2) 2395-
    6010 or 2395-6715/ dayal.nitai.tkg@pamho.net
  Tokyo, Japan — 2-23-4 Funabori, Edogawa-ku, Tokyo 134-0091/ Tel. +81 (3) 3877-3000/ 
    iskcon.new.gaya.japan@gmail.com

       LATIN AMERICA (partial list)
 ◆  Buenos Aires, Argentina – Ciudad de la Paz 394, Colegiales CP 1427/ Tel. +54 4554-0113 or 
    3532-9996/ Iskconargentina@gmail.com; Restaurante Naturaleza Divina/ Tel. 3532-9996/ 
    nat.div@gmail.com
  Caracas, Venezuela — Ave. Los Proceres (con Calle Marquez del Toro), San Bernardino/
    Tel. +58 (212) 550-1818 
  Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 and V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (4) 308412 or 309420
   ◆  Lima, Peru — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (1) 444-2871  
  Mexico City, Mexico — Tiburcio Montiel 45, Colonia San Miguel, Chapultepec D.F., 11850/  
    Tel. & fax: +52 (55) 52725944/ iskcon@krishnamexico.com 
  Rio de Janeiro, Brazil — Estrada da Barra da Tijuca, 1990,Itanhangá, Rio de Janeiro, RJ/ 
    Tel. +55 (21) 3563-1627/ contato@harekrishnarj.com.br 
  San Salvador, El Salvador — 8a Avenida Norte, Casa No. 2–4, Santa Tecla, La Libertad/ 
    Tel. +503 2288-2900 
   São Paulo, Brazil — Rua Tomas Goncalves 70, Butanta, 05590-030/ Tel. +55 (11) 84963158/ 
    communicacao@harekrishnasp.com.br
  West Coast Demerara, Guyana — Sri Gaura Nitai Ashirvad Mandir, Lot “B,” Nauville Flanders     
    (Crane Old Road), West Coast Demerara/ Tel. +592 254 0494/ iskcon.guyana@yahoo.com

        AFRICA (partial list)
  Accra, Ghana — Samsam Rd., Off Accra-Nsawam Hwy., Medie, Accra North (mail: P.O. Box   
    11686)/ Tel. & fax +233 (21) 229988/ srivas_bts@yahoo.co.in
  Cape Town, South Africa — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 6861179
    ◆ Durban, South Africa — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle, Unit 5 (mail: P.O. Box 56003), Chatsworth, 
    4030/ Tel. +27 (031) 403-3328/ iskcon.durban@pamho.net
  Gaborone, Botswana — Plot 18678, West Phase 2, Gaborone (mail: P.O. Box 201003, Gaborone)/ 
    Tel: +267 3901977 (Working hours) or 3934911/ devakinandan@iskcon.co.bw 
  Johannesburg, South Africa — 7971 Capricorn Ave. (entrance on Nirvana Dr. East), Ext. 9, Lenasia  
    (mail: P.O. Box 926, Lenasia 1820)/ Tel. +27 (011) 854-1975 or 7969/ iskconjh@iafrica.com
  Ladysmith, South Africa — 19 Azalea Dr., 4470/ Tel. +27 (084) 6108666, (036) 6330968, 
    or (036) 6333711/ jaya@uthukeladm.co.za
  Lagos, Nigeria — No. 23 Egbeyemi St., off Coker Rd., Illupeju, Lagos (mail: P.O. Box 8793, 
    Marina)/ Tel. +234 8069245577 or 7066011800/ iskcon_lagos@yahoo.com
  Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.O. Box 82224,  
     Mombasa)/ Tel. +254  (41) 312248
  Nairobi, Kenya — Hare Krishna Close, off West Nagara Rd., Nairobi 0100 (mail: P.O. Box 28946)/ 
    Tel. +254 (20) 3744365/ iskcon_nairobi@yahoo.com
 ◆ Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Srila Prabhupada St., Pont Fer/ Tel. +230 6965804/ 
    iskcon.phoenix@intnet.mu
  Phoenix, South Africa — 72 Pandora Street, Phoenix 4068 (mail: P.O. Box 60992, Phoenix 
    4060)/ Tel. +27 (031) 5076559/ iskcon.phoenix@pamho.net
  Port Harcourt, Nigeria — Umuebule 11, 2nd tarred road, Etche (mail: P.O. Box 4429, 
    Trans Amadi)/ Tel. +234 8033215096/ canakyaus@yahoo.com
  Pretoria, South Africa — 1189 Church Street, Hatfield, 0083 (mail: P.O. Box 14077, 
    Hatfield, 0028)/ Tel. & fax: +27 (012) 342-6216/ iskcon.pretoria@pamho.net
   RURAL COMMUNITY
  Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban/ Tel. +230 418-3185 or 418-3955

  Sydney — Govinda’s Yoga and Meditation Centre, 112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst NSW 2010   
    (mail: P.O. Box 174, Kings Cross 1340)/ Tel. +61 (2) 9380-5162/ sita@govindas.com.au
   RURAL COMMUNITIES
  Bambra, VIC (New Nandagram) — 50 Seaches Outlet, off 1265 Winchelsea Deans Marsh Rd.,   
    Bambra VIC 3241/ Tel. +61 (3) 5288-7383 
   Cessnock, NSW (New Gokula) — Lewis Lane, off Mount View Rd., Millfield, near Cessnock (mail:  
    P.O. Box 399, Cessnock, NSW 2325)/ Tel. +61 (2) 4998-1800/ iskconfarm@mac.com
  Murwillumbah, NSW (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella (mail: P.O. Box 687), NSW   
    2484/ Tel. +61 (2) 6672-6579/ ajita@in.com.au 
   RESTAURANTS
    Brisbane — Govinda’s, 99 Elizabeth St., 1st Floor, QLD 4000/ Tel. +61 (7) 3210-0255
  Brisbane — Krishna’s Cafe, 1st Floor, 82 Vulture St., West End, QLD 4000/ brisbane@pamho.net
  Burleigh Heads — Govinda’s, 20 James St., Burleigh Heads, QLD 4220/ Tel. +61 (7) 5607-0782/  
    ajita@in.com.au
  Maroochydore — Govinda’s Vegetarian Cafe, 2/7 First Ave., QLD 4558/ Tel. +61 (7) 5451-0299
  Melbourne — Crossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (3) 9650-2939
  Melbourne — Gopal’s, 139 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (3) 9650-1578
  Perth — Govinda’s Restaurant, 194 William St., Northbridge, W. A. 6003/ Tel. +61 (8) 9227-1684/  
    perth@pamho.net
   NEW ZEALAND AND FIJI
  Christchurch, NZ — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 25-190)/ Tel. +64 (3) 366-5174/ 
    iskconchch@clear.net.nz
  Hamilton, NZ — 188 Maui St., RD 8, Te Rapa/ Tel. +64 (7) 850-5108/ rmaster@wave.co.nz
  Labasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.O. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912
  Lautoka, Fiji — 5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 6664112/ regprakash@excite.com
  Nausori, Fiji — Hare Krishna Cultural Centre, 2nd Floor, Shop & Save Building, 11 Gulam Nadi   
    St., Nausori Town (mail: P.O. Box 2183, Govt. Bldgs., Suva)/ Tel. +679 9969748 or   
    3475097/ vdas@frca.org.fj 
  Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa (mail: P.O. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243
  Sigatoka, Fiji — Sri Sri Radha Damodar Temple, Off Mission St., Sigatoka Town/ Tel. +679   
    9373703 or 6520866/ drgsmarna@connect.com.fj
          Suva, Fiji — 166 Brewster Street (mail: P.O. Box 4229, Samabula)/ Tel. +679 3318441/ 
    iskconsuva@connect.com.fj                  
  Wellington, NZ — 105 Newlands Rd., Newlands/ Tel. +64 (4) 478-4108/ 
    info@iskconwellington.org.nz
          Wellington, NZ — Gaura Yoga Centre, 1st Floor, 175 Vivian Street (mail: P.O. Box 6271, 
    Marion Square)/ Tel. +64 (4) 801-5500/ yoga@gaurayoga.co.nz
    RURAL COMMUNITY
  Auckland, NZ (New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course (mail: R.D. 2,   
    Kumeu)/ Tel. +64 (9) 412-8075
   RESTAURANT
  Wellington, NZ — Higher Taste Hare Krishna Restaurant, Old Bank Arcade, Ground Floor, 
    Corner Customhouse, Quay & Hunter St., Wellington/ Tel. +64 (4) 472-2233 

  EUROPE (partial list)
  Abentheuer — Bückingstr. 4a-8, 55767 Abentheuer/ Tel. +49: (6782) 2214 or (6782) 109 845/ 
    info@goloka-dhama.de Amsterdam — Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 
    1072 JX/ Tel. +31 (20) 675-1404/ contact@amsterdhama.nl
  Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12, Entlo 2, 08002/ Tel. +34 93 302-5194/ templobcn@hotmail.com
  Bergamo, Italy — Villaggio Hare Krishna (da Medolago strada per Terno d’Isola), 24040 
    Chignolo d’Isola (BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 4940706/ villagio.hare.krsna@hare.krsna.it
  Budapest — III. Lehel Street 15–17 (Csillaghedy), 1039 Budapest/ Tel. +36 (1) 391-0435/ 
    nai@pamho.net
  Copenhagen — Skjulhøj Alle 44, 2720 Vanløse, Copenhagen/ Tel. +45 4828 6446/ 
    iskcon.denmark@pamho.net  
  Grödinge, Sweden — Radha-Krishna Temple, Korsnäs Gård, 14792 Grödinge/ Tel. +46 (8)   
    53029800/ bmd@pamho.net
  Helsinki — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D (Ill krs) 00180/ Tel. +358 (9) 694-9879 or -9837/ 
    Email: harekrishna@harekrishna.fi
 ◆ Lisbon — Rua Dona Estefãnia, 91 R/C 1000 Lisboa/ Tel. & fax: +351 (1) 314-0314 or 352-0038
  Madrid — Espíritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid/ Tel. +34 91 521-3096
  Oslo — Bauneveien 4, 1182 oslo/ Tel. +47 94 23 45 55/ info@harekrishna.no  
     Paris — 230 Avenue de la Division Leclerc, 95200 Sarcelles Village/ Tel. +33 682590079/  
    paris@pamho.net
  Prague, Czech Republic — Postal address: Hare Krishna Temple, Luzce 48, 267 18, post office   
    Karlstejn, Czech Republic (for directions: http://harekrsna.cz/cvs/how_get_there)/ 
    Tel. +420 311 516 558 or +420 603 205 991/ info@harekrsna.cz 
   ◆ Radhadesh, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, 6940 Septon-Durbuy/ Tel. +32 (086) 
    322926 (restaurant: 321421)/ radhadesh@pamho.net
 ◆ Rome — Govinda Centro Hare Krsna, via di Santa Maria del Pianto 16, 00186/ 
    Tel. +39 (6) 68891540/ govinda.roma@harekrsna.it
 ◆ Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240/ Tel. +46 (08) 654-9002; Restaurant: Tel. & fax: +46 (8)   
   654-9004/ lokanatha@hotmail.com     
  Warsaw — Mysiadlo k. Warszawy, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11/ Tel. +48 (22) 750-7797 
    or -8247/ kryszna@post.pl
  Zürich — Bergstrasse 54, 8032/ Tel. +41 (044) 262 33 88/ kgs@pamho.net
   RURAL COMMUNITIES      
  France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d’Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Mâle/ 
    Tel. +33 (2) 5440-2395
  Germany (Simhachalam) — Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel. +49 (8583) 316/ 
    info@simhachalam.de
  Hungary (New Vraja-dhama) — Krisna-völgy, 8699 Somogyvamos, Fö u, 38/ Tel. & fax: 
    +36 (85) 540-002 or 340-185/ info@krisnavolgy.hu
  Italy (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Scopeti 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (FL)/ Tel. +39 (55) 

tel:416-648-3312
http://saranagati.ca/
tel:%28650%29%20%20336-7993
mailto:madanmohanmohini72@gmail.com
tel:%2B44%20%280%29%207597%20786%20676
mailto:pradyumna.jas@pamho.net
mailto:Iskconargentina@gmail.com
mailto:nat.div@gmail.com
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Srıla Prabhupada

running out. He’d spent his whole life in a fruitless 
search.

When you’re lost, the best approach to finding  
your way is often to find a little humility within 
yourself and ask someone for guidance. 

For nearly fifty years now, Hare Kṛṣṇa devo-
tees have been distributing the books of His Divine 
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda 
all over the world. Why? Because those books – 
mostly translations, with commentary, of Vedic 
texts – are equivalent to the transcendental sound 
Brahmā heard. Brahmā accepted that sound as 
coming from God, took its guidance, and realized 
God, himself, and his purpose.

The Vedic literature, especially the four origi-
nal Vedas, are known as śabda-brahma, or spiritual 
sound – eternal sound that contains within it all 
knowledge. The Vedas are not created works; they 
coexist with God eternally. Great seers of bygone 
eras retrieved them through devotional meditation  
and transposed them for use by us everyday humans.

People today tend either to know nothing about 
the Vedas or to belittle them. And without an expert 
guide, even people attracted to Vedic literature give 
up in confusion. 

Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books can clear the con-
fusion and awaken awe for the Vedas. The books 
from the Vedic library that Śrīla Prabhupāda chose 
to present are filled with transformative spiritual 
power. We’re all eternal spiritual beings, but we’re 
asleep in our material bodies, our present short life 
of no more eternal significance than the dream we 
had last night. The Vedas are the alarm to wake us 
up to reality. If we ignore that transcendental sound 
calling to us from our eternal home, we’re like the 
dreamer who thinks his ringing alarm clock to be a 
sound within his dream. He just snoozes on, sunk 
in deep illusion while life passes by.

    – Nāgarāja Dāsa

FROM THE EDITOR

The Alarm Is Ringing
AFTER LORD VIṢṆU CREATED the raw materials  
for the universe, the Vedic literature tells us, the 
first created being to appear was Brahmā. He didn’t 
know who he was, where he was, or what he was 
supposed to do. 

Sound familiar? We all start life like that. Un-
fortunately, it seems most people today choose to 
stay that way.

Brahmā, though, was what we might call a 
seeker. He wasn’t content to sit in ignorance atop 
his unusual perch, the whorl of a lotus of cosmic  
proportions. So he decided to investigate. He 
climbed down and down and down the lotus stem, 
but after exploring for thousands of years, he could 
not find its source. 

On returning to his lotus seat, Brahmā twice 
heard two syllables resounding through the sky: 
ta-pa (penance). He was being told that to discover  
the truth about his existence he must perform aus-
tere meditation. He obeyed the instruction and 
eventually received the audience of Lord Viṣṇu, the 
source of the instruction and the lotus. Lord Viṣṇu 
directed Brahmā in his task of building up the uni-
verse from the parts He’d supplied, and He dis-
closed His eternal abode of unlimited knowledge 
and happiness.

An important lesson here is that Brahmā recog-
nized that the sound ta-pa was the voice of author-
ity from beyond this world. We live in an age of 
great mistrust of authority, and when that mistrust 
makes us reject the very idea of unimpeachable 
spiritual guidance, we risk wasting our valuable 
human life. 

Brahmā began his search for truth by trying 
to figure everything out by his own guesswork. 
Unsuccessful, he decided to take another approach: 
research. But his expedition down the lotus stem 
didn’t work either. Eventually he knew he’d never 
reach the end of his experiment. And his time was 

The Complete Prabhupåda DVD Library – Digitally remastered and 
reformatted, this final version of the Ûrîla Prabhupåda DVD Library 

includes even more film footage, with improved video and audio qual-
ity, on 14 dual-layer DVDs in a protective case. Disks in Library: Acha-
rya Series 1-5, Your Ever Well-Wisher, Vintage Short Films, Prabhupada 

in Australia, Prabhupada on Tour, Festivals, Perfect Questions, Perfect 
Answers, Bhagavad-gita As It Is, Srimad Bhagavatam Classes,  

Prabhupada Darshan Series. Audio in English or Russian. Subtitles  
in twenty languages (see list online). $39.95 TVVD790

NEW

Bhagavad-gîtå  
As It Is – The  
largest-selling 
edition of the 

Gîtå in the West-
ern world, this 
is more than a 

book. It is alive 
with knowledge 

and devotion; 
thus it has the 

power to change 
your life. Hardbound, 924 pages, 5½" x 

9½". $9.95 BLBH214; Softbound, (com-
plete, but no Devanagari), 720 pages,  

8 color plates, 41⁄4" x 7". $5.95 BLBS210

Teachings of Queen Kuntî – 
This extraordinary devotee 
reveals the deepest tran-
scendental emotions of the 
heart and the highest philo-
sophical and theological 
penetrations of the intellect. 
Hardbound, 258 pages, 5½" 
x 8½". $14.95 BLBH289

Lord Caitanya: His Life 
& Teachings – Five hun-
dred years ago, Caitanya 
Mahåprabhu gave the gift of 
love of God to everyone He 
met. Now is your chance to 
receive it. Hardbound, 391 
pages, 16 color plates, 51⁄4"  
x 7¾". $12.95 BLBH288

Dharma: The Way 
of Transcendence – 
The word dharma 
refers to the inher-
ent characteristics of 
something. This book 
describes the essen-
tial, unchanging, 
undying characteris-
tics of the soul. $5.95 
BLBH230

Easy Journey to Other Planets – 
Forget NASA’s elaborate arrange-
ments and huge, dangerous metal 
machines. Learn the more subtle 
way to journey through the solar 

system. Softbound, 87 pages, 
index, glossary, 8 color plates, 4" x 

7". $1.95 BLBS233

Råja Vidyå: The 
King of Knowl-
edge – How can 
you know which 
knowledge 
stands regally 
above the rest? 
Softbound, 133 
pages, 4" x 7". 
$1.95 BLBS269

¸rîla Prabhupåda Lîlåm®ta (2-Vol-
ume Set) – By Satsvarüpa Dåsa 
Goswami. Millions around the 
world know the movement Prabh-
upåda started, yet he stayed in the 
background, without personal ambi-
tion. The fascinating biography of 
an extraordinary saint, scholar, and 
spiritual leader. Hardbound. 6½" x 
9½". Volume 1: 1,191 pages; Volume 
2: 1,133 pages. $69.95 BLBM279 

Find many more books 
by Srıla Prabhupada 
at store.krishna.com

K®ß∫a, the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead (Deluxe Edition) – 
Illustrated by Devakî Devî Dåsî. 
A summary study of the Tenth 
Canto of the Ûrîmad-Bhågavatam. 
Includes a revised index, extended 
glossary, a map of ancient India, 
and a multimedia CD. Hard-
bound, 844 pages, 77 color plates, 
7½" x 9¾". $49.95 BLBH245 

A Shower of Divine Compassion: The Collected 
Poems of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupåda – Compiled and translated by 
DaΩaratha-suta Dåsa. Throughout time, pure devotees 
of Lord K®ß∫a have composed poetry describing devo-
tional service to Him. This collection of poems reveals 
the heart of Ûrîla Prabhupåda, who spread K®ß∫a con-
sciousness worldwide. Hardbound, 200 pages, 7" x 10" 
$12.95 BJBH608

¸rî Caitanya-caritåm®ta, 9-Volume 
Set – In the early sixteenth century 
the West was on one course, the 
East on another. In India, Caitanya 
Mahåprabhu was directing people 
inward, toward a scientific under-
standing of the highest knowledge of 
man’s spiritual nature. Hardbound, 
9 volumes, 7,379 total pages, 6" x 9". 
Printed in India. $139.95 BLBM318 

The Nectar of Devotion – Ûrîla Prabhupåda’s 
summary study of Bhakti-rasåm®ta-sindhu, the 

Vaiß∫ava classic by Ûrîla Rüpa Gosvåmî that ana-
lyzes the various stages of bhakti as a methodical 

practice resulting in love of God. Hardbound, 521 
pages, 51⁄4" x 7¾". $9.95 BLBH257 
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Large-Format Books Special-Order Photo and Art Prints

Acharya – A wonderful biography of Ûrîla Prabhupåda, beauti-
fully illustrated with numerous black-and-white drawings by his 
disciple Bhaktisiddhånta Dåsa. Discover rare pastimes that have 
never been told, including Ûrîla Prabhupåda speaking of some  
of his most private moments during his immense life-struggle of  
dedication to carry out the orders of his spiritual master. Take  
the journey with Ûrîla Prabhupåda and his disciples. Hardbound, 
386 pages, dust-jacket, 13" x 9¾". $79.95 VEHB415 

Råmåya∫a – Compiled by 
Pür∫a-prajña Dåsa; illus-

trated by Parama Dåsa. 
Featuring the artwork of 
Parama Dåsa, a reputed 

Italian artist whose inno-
vative techniques are win-

ning him praise among 
Florence’s top art critics. 

The art, together with the 
easy-to-read text, brings 
an imaginative harmony 

to this classic tale that 
will captivate a new gen-

eration of readers and 
delight those reading it 

again. Large format, 240 
pages, silk cover with 

gold-leaf impression, 50 
color plates, 15½" x 12½". 

$124.95 BLBH608

You can now buy reprints of the 
more than 1,100 K®ß∫a conscious 
paintings found at gallery.krishna.
com. Many options are available 
for special-order art prints. Learn 
about them at store.krishna.com, or 
email us at artprints@krishna.com. 
To order, contact us at artprints@
krishna.com and tell us the image, 
size, and material you're interested 
in. All images have a catalog number 
that begins with TA. 

Materials Selection: Photo Print, 
Canvas Print, Poster Paper, or White 
Vinyl. Frames not included. NOTE: 
These options are also available for 
photos of ¸rîla Prabhupåda.

Photo Print – Photos or paintings 
printed on high-quality photographic 
paper. Sizes from 5" x 7" to about 20" 
x 24". Sample prices: 5" x 7", $2.95; 8" 
x 10", $6.95; 11" x 14", $10.95; 16" x 
20", $19.95.

Canvas Print – A white base cov-
ers fabric canvas before the image 
is printed onto it. The subtle tex-
ture gives the image a more lifelike 
appearance. The frame is extra, but 
an optional additional 2" border for 
framing is free. Sizes from 8" x 10" to 
55" x 100". Sample prices: 11" x 14", 
$24.95; 16" x 20", $35.95; 24" x 36", 
$72.95; 30" x 40", $95.95.

Poster Paper – Printed on poster 
paper, but similar in quality to canvas 
prints and slightly less expensive. Can 
be printed almost as large as canvas. 
Sample prices: 11" x 14", $21.95; 16" 
x 20"; $26.95; 24" x 36", $47.95; 30" x 
40", $86.95.

White Vinyl – A great option for out-
door display. Less likely to get dam-
aged by the elements, rougher than 
canvas, and of lower print quality. 
Sizes from 12" x 12" to 61" x 100". 
Sample prices: 16" x 20", $27.95; 20"  
x 30", $28.95; 24" x 36", $48.95.

K®ß∫a Art—By 
Various Artists. A 
stunning collec-
tion of Vaiß∫ava 
art, featuring 
some of the most 
beautiful paint-
ings of K®ß∫a and 
His pastimes. This 
large-format book 
includes restored 
paintings on single 
pages and double 
foldout pages, with 
accompanying text. 
Hardbound, 320 
pages, 146 images, 
13" x 15½". $124.95 
BLBH820

¸rîla Prabhupåda—Purify your vision and your heart 
with this photographic meditation. Hundreds of photos 
from the twelve years Prabhupåda taught and preached 
throughout the world are beautifully arranged and dis-
played in this large-format book. Hardbound, 190 pages, 
hundreds of color and b&w photos, photo index, cloth-
covered protective case, 12½" x 15½". $108.00 BLBH308

Find more 
large-format 
and regular- 
size books  
at store.

krishna.com

Many more 
paintings 

by ISKCON 
artists, 

and photos 
of Srıla  

Prabhupada, 
are available 

at store.
krishna.com
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VEDIC THOUGHTS
Religious systems are meant 
to show the existence of God, 
who is then generally approached 
as the cosmic order-supplier. But Lord Śrī 
Caitanya Mahāprabhu’s transcendental mis-
sion is to distribute love of Godhead to every-
one. Anyone who accepts God as the Supreme 
can take to the process of chanting Hare Kṛṣṇa 
and become a lover of God. Therefore Lord 
Caitanya is the most magnanimous. This munif-
icent broadcasting of devotional service is pos-
sible only for Kṛṣṇa Himself. Therefore Lord 
Caitanya is Kṛṣṇa. 
                 His Divine Grace A. C. 
                 Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda
                 Śrī Caitanya-caritāmṛta, Ādi-līlā 4.41, Purport

One is immediately freed from the clutches 
of māyā if he seriously and sincerely says, “My 
dear Lord Kṛṣṇa, although I have forgotten You 
for so many long years in the material world, 
today I am surrendering unto You. I am Your 
sincere and serious servant. Please engage me 
in Your service.”
         Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu
         Śrī Caitanya-caritāmṛta, Madhya-līlā 22.33

When a man is sleeping, all his material 
assets – namely, the vital energy, the senses 
for recording knowledge, the senses for work-
ing, the mind, and the intelligence – cannot 
arouse him. He can be aroused only when the 
Supersoul helps him. Therefore, through devo-
tion, detachment, and advancement in spiritual 
knowledge acquired through concentrated devo-

tional service, one should contem-
plate that Supersoul as present in 

this very body although simultaneously 
apart from it. 

   Lord Kapila
   Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 3.26.71–72

A faithful man who is dedicated to transcen-
dental knowledge and who subdues his senses 
is eligible to achieve such knowledge, and hav-
ing achieved it he quickly attains the supreme 
spiritual peace. But ignorant and faithless per-
sons who doubt the revealed scriptures do not 
attain God consciousness; they fall down. For the 
doubting soul there is happiness neither in this 
world nor in the next.
                Lord Śrī Kṛṣṇa
                Bhagavad-gītā 4.39–40

The Lord has a form full of faultless qualities, 
which is independent. He is devoid of the qual-
ities of lifeless, material bodies. All the parts of 
His body, such as hands, feet, head, and belly, 
are bliss alone. 
             Dhyāna-bindu Upaniṣad
             Quoted in Viśvanātha Cakravartī’s 
             commentary on Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 1.1.1

O my dear Lord Hari [Kṛṣṇa]! If a greatly for-
tunate soul somehow or other gets a chance to 
drink just one priceless nectar-drop sprayed from 
the ocean of love emanating from Your lotus 
feet, then all of his miseries are instantly repelled 
to a far distant place.
         Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura
         Śrī Gītā-mālā, Song 14
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The Book of Eggfree Cakes 
– By Cintia Stammers. Over 
200 recipes, all egg free. 
Low-sugar, low-fat, low-
cholesterol recipes with a 
great emphasis on flavor, 
simplicity, and health. The 
ideal book for vegetarians 
and people allergic to eggs. 
Hardbound, 254 pages, 28 
full-page color photos, 6¾" 
x 8½". $26.95 B8BH311

Lord Krishna's Cuisine: The 
Art of Indian Vegetarian 
Cooking – By Yamuna Devi. 
Yamuna’s award-winning 
cookbook has more than 500 
recipes with illustrations from 
India’s great culinary tradi-
tion. Hardbound, 800 pages, 
index, glossary, dust-jacket, 8" 
x 10". $39.95 PGBH612 

Simple Vegetarian Cook-
ing, Indian Style – By 
Shanka Dasa. A variety of 
tasty Indian meals espe-
cially meant for vegetar-
ians who recognize that the 
food they eat is a gift from 
God (K®ß∫a) and naturally 
feel inclined to show their 
appreciation and gratitude. 
Softbound, 160 pages, 6" x 
9". $8.95 VMBS607

The Hare Krishna Book 
of Vegetarian Cooking 
– By Adiraja Dasa. An 
introduction to Indian 
vegetarian cooking. Over 
100 recipes and detailed 
instructions on preparing 
all the essential, unique 
ingredients that make up 
Indian vegetarian cuisine. 
Hardbound, 318 pages, 
39 color photos, 6" x 9". 
$14.95 BLBH237

The Higher Taste – 
By disciples of Ûrîla 
Prabhupåda. Over 50 
delicious recipes from 
Italy, India, Mexico, the 
Middle East, and other 
countries. This revised 
edition includes ecolog-
ical and moral reasons 
to become a vegetarian. 
Softbound, 156 pages, 
4" x 7". $2.95 BLBS739

Stainless-Steel Offering Set, Small – A nice, basic set 
of stainless-steel dishes for offering food to the Lord 
daily. Set includes a 71⁄4" round tray, three 2"-wide bowls, 
one 21⁄4"-high cup, and a spoon. All stainless steel. $9.95 
S2WT391

Stainless-Steel Prasådam Plate Set – The 11" plate has 
a lip to help prevent spills. The cup is approximately 
3½" deep and 2½" in diameter. Simple lines are etched 
around the cup. The bowl is 1½" deep, 2¾" in diameter 
at the base, and 4" in diameter at the top. All stainless 
steel. $11.95 GMHH526

Stainless-Steel Thali Set – This set includes a large plate, 
four bowls, a cup, and a spoon, all made from sturdy 
stainless steel. The 11" plate has a 1" rim with a lip to 
help prevent spills and for easy carrying. The cup is 
approximately 4½" deep and 3" in diameter. The bowls 
are is 31⁄4" wide with a 1¾" base. All stainless steel. 
$17.95 S2WT599

Find many more books on cooking and the philosophy 
of eating in Krsna consciousness at store.krishna.com. . .
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HELP SRILA PRABHUPADA SPREAD THE MESSAGE OF BACK TO GODHEAD

On the order of his guru to teach K®ß∫a consciousness to the English-speaking world, Ûrîla Prabhupåda started Back to 
Godhead magazine in 1944. Now, seventy years later, Back to Godhead is still a vital tool to introduce people to Lord 
K®ß∫a’s valuable teachings and to nurture the spiritual life of people already familiar with those teachings. Unsold copies 
of BTG accumulate over time, and we now have around 9,000 magazines, going back about five years. We feel it’s a shame 
for those magazines to lie in our warehouse rather than in the hands of people who can benefit from everything K®ß∫a 
consciousness has to offer. To encourage you to help us distribute these leftover magazines, we’re offering past issues at 
drastically reduced prices: 

Orders of 10–50: $1.00 each, 51–500: $0.75 each, 500+: $0.60 each. (Shipping costs are extra.)
To order, contact the Krishna.com Store and let one of our Customer Service Representatives know you’re interested in the 
“BTG Warehouse Clearance Sale.” Because our inventory includes more than thirty different issues in various quantities, 
and because different issues may be mixed together in one carton, we will send you issues of our choosing, although we 
can try to fill requests for specific issues.

BTG 
WAREHOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

SALE!
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