Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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COVER The Supersoul. The Vedic scriptures
tell us that God exists in three primary features

— as the Supreme Personality of Godhead
(Bhagavan), as the Supersoul (Paramatma) in
every heart and every atom, and as God’s efful-
gence (brahmajyoti). To read about the difference
between the Supersoul and us infinitesimal souls,
please see the Founder’s Lecture beginning on
page 6. (Painting by Dhrti Devi Dasi.)
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“One must be in
knowledge — ‘I
am not anything
of this material
world. I am spirit
soul. My happi-

ness is in the spir-
itual world.’ Then
he is a real human
being and he can
make spiritual
advancement.”
-p.34

WELCOME

When His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada left
India for America in
1965, his mission, as de-
scribed in the standard
prayer to him, was to
deliver “the Western countries, which are

filled with impersonalism and voidism.” In
this issue, Srila Prabhupada refutes the idea,
central to impersonalistic philosophies, that
we are all God — a fallacy promoted by
many teachers from India before and after
him. By understanding the difference be-
tween “Limited and Unlimited Conscious-
ness,” we can quickly disabuse ourselves of
any notion that we might be God.

Srila Prabhupada worked tirelessly
to save people from the spiritually devas-
tating effects of impersonalism and void-
ism, and he encouraged his disciples to do
the same. He had many plans for grabbing
people’s attention and drawing it to Lord
Krsna’s unadulterated teachings. One plan
was the building of a magnificent temple —
The Temple of the Vedic Planetarium — near
the birthplace of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
in West Bengal. Here we present an update
on that project, the completion of which will
surely inspire countless souls to ask, “What’s
this all about, anyway?” With that inquiry,
they’ll move one step closer to a reunion
with Lord Krsna, the Supreme Person and
the soul of all souls.

Hare Krsna. — Nagaraja Dasa, Editor

OUR PURPOSES

e To help all people discern reality from illu-
sion, spirit from matter, the eternal from the
temporary.

e To expose the faults of materialism.

¢ To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques
of spiritual life.

e To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.

e To celebrate the chanting of the holy names
of God as taught by Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

¢ To help every living being remember and
serve Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead.

Sri Radha-Krsna
are together the
one Supreme
Absolute Truth.

Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, the
combined incarnation
of Radha-Krsna,
inaugurated the
chanting of Hare
Krsna five hundred
years ago.

His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of
the International
Society for Krishna
Consciousness.
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Letters

Life in Svargaloka

All glories to your service to Back
to Godhead magazine! I love to
read it from the first to the last
word every time.

I especially appreciated your
reply in the Letters section of the
March/April 2014 issue entitled
“One-on-One Spiritual Master.”

It is very valuable advice. I think
it is the need of the day that the
new generations of devotees join
ISKCON through Srila Prabhu-
pada; it will be very auspicious for
strengthening ISKCON.

I have a few questions.

Is there any type of varnasrama
system in the Svargaloka planets
of the demigods who manage uni-
versal administration (such as Indra-
loka)? If yes, then how do we
explain the descriptions of one
celestial personality enjoying with
many beautiful women in the
gardens? What is the role of women
in that system? Some women are
mentioned as wives of demigods,
but there are others, like society
girls, who seem to be there for the
entertainment of the male section.

If there is no varnasrama, then
it seems even more difficult to have
any regulative principles in their
society. Does the law of karma
work on demigods?

In Indraloka, it is said that there
are thirty-three million demigods
and demons. How do these demons
contribute in the universal adminis-
tration? What is their role in Indra-
loka (other than competing with
demigods)?

Govindanandini Devi Dasi
New Jersey

Our reply: We’ll answer according
to our general understanding of the
heavenly planets, although there
may be some exceptions to these
points.

Although Indra can be consid-
ered a king, and his guru, Brhaspati,
a brahmana, there is no varnasrama
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system in Svargaloka. Varnasrama
is meant for human beings on earth,
from which one goes up or down
after death. Human beings are sup-
posed try to elevate themselves,
especially to the platform of libera-
tion, and varnasrama is Krsna’s sys-
tem for organizing human society to
do that.

To understand Svargaloka, keep
in mind that it is the place where
one enjoys the results of one’s good
karma. That’s its primary purpose,
and it’s especially the goal of fol-
lowers of the karma-kanda sections
of the Vedas. Everyone there is en-
joying, and sexual enjoyment is
prominent (for both men and wo-
men, naturally). The society girls
must also be enjoying, even though
from our perspective it might seem
that they are being exploited.

The four regulative principles
followed by members of ISKCON
are for human beings to make spir-
itual progress, which is not the pri-
mary purpose of Svargaloka. In the
heavenly planets, the residents are
allowed to enjoy things like sex and
intoxication as the results of their
good karma accumulated on earth.
Again, it’s the place for enjoying,
not for undergoing tapasya, or aus-
terity for spiritual elevation. When
the results of the Svargaloka res-
idents’ good karma run out, they
return to earth. Strict followers of
the karma-kanda path think that
this is the goal of life: to accumulate
punya (good karma) on earth and
then enjoy in heaven. They desire
to do this eternally, in a continu-
ous cycle, and have no thought of
liberation from repeated birth and
death.

Generally the demigods don’t
incur new karma but are only work-
ing off (through enjoyment) the
results of their old (good) karma.
Of course, we never work off all of
our karma, which traces back many
lifetimes. So when they return to
earth, they still have good and bad
karmic results to suffer and enjoy.

© Robert Kneschke | Dreamstime.com

Ordinarily, there are no demons

in Indraloka, except in times such
as when Bali Maharaja conquered
it. The number thirty-three mil-

lion refers to administrative demi-
gods who perform various functions
all over the universe, not just in
Indraloka.

One final note to help clarify
things: The heavenly planets include
both “the staff” and “visitors.” It’s
a playground, with Indra (and prob-
ably the society girls) being part
of the staff that provides for the
enjoyment of the visitors.

Solving Problems by Chanting

Can chanting help in reconciling
with my ex-husband? I am chant-
ing sixteen rounds on my beads
almost every day. I understand that
chanting helps in purifying the soul,
the heart, and the mind. Is it possi-
ble that chanting can help in solv-
ing emotional problems? I have
been divorced for one year, and I
am thinking of reconciling with my
ex-husband. I am not chanting with

the hope of expecting something in
return.

Yashoda

Via the Internet

Our reply: As you undoubtedly
know, the Hare Krsna maha-mantra
you are chanting is a prayer in
which the chanter is asking, “O
Lord, or energy of the Lord, please
engage me in Your service.” If your
motive in chanting is not to get
something from Krsna but to serve
Him, He will do whatever is best
to help you reach that goal. He will
know whether reuniting with your
ex-husband will be spiritually help-
ful or not, and He will arrange
things in the way that will be most
spiritually beneficial.

There’s no definitive answer to
your question. Krsna will judge
your needs and desires. If your true
desire is to be united with your ex-
husband even if it hurts your spiri-
tual life, Krsna may say, “Okay, this
person is not serious about devo-
tional service; I’ll let her reunite
with her husband and stay in illu-

sion if that’s what she really wants.”

Krsna is a person, and being
supremely intelligent, He can take
many variables into consideration.
The best advice we can give is to
chant sincerely and let Krsna decide
what is best for you, whatever that
may be.

CORRECTION

The painting accompanying the
article “Death Scenes with a Mes-
sage” in the July/August issue was
inaccurate. The painting shows
three Visnuditas coming to rescue
the dying Ajamila from the hands
of the Yamadiitas. The Srimad-
Bhagavatam says, however, that
there were four Visnuditas. Srila
Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura
writes in his commentary that four
Visnuditas arrived because Ajamila
had chanted a name of the Lord
containing four syllables: Narayana.

Please write to us at: BTG, PO Box
430, Alachua, Florida 32616, USA.
Email: editors@krishna.com.

What’s your favorite
lunchbreak addiction?

downloads.krishna.com

All the best kirtans,

music, lectures, videos,

movies, pictures, e-books,
ringtones, wallpapers, and more . . .
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FOUNDER'S LECTURE

Visakhapatnam, India — February 19, 1972

Limited & Unlimited Consciousness
e
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Lord Krsna in His form as the Supersoul resides in the heart of every
living being and in every atom of creation. While our consciousness

is limited to our own body, His pervades everything.

Lord Krsna teaches that the individual
living entity, though possessed of the
attributes of God, is never equal to Him.

by His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society

for Krishna Consciousness

HAT IS THE ob-
jective of this
Krsna conscious-

ness movement? It is a pro-
cess for purification of con-
sciousness. In the Bhagavad-
gita (2.17) Lord Krsna says,
avindsi tu tad viddhi yena sar-
vam idam tatam: “That which
pervades the entire body you
should know to be indestruc-
tible.” There are two kinds

of consciousness. One con-
sciousness is limited, and the
other consciousness is unlim-
ited. The unlimited conscious-
ness is there in God, and the
limited consciousness is there
in you, in me, and in all living
entities.

If T pinch your body you
feel pain. This is conscious-
ness. “Somebody is pinching
me.” But if I pinch somebody
else, you cannot feel it. There-
fore your consciousness or my
consciousness is limited to this
body. Similarly there is another
consciousness, which is Krsna’s
consciousness, or universal
consciousness. If I pinch your
body, Krsna as Paramatma,

the Supersoul, feels that I am
pinching somebody. These
things are explained in the
Bhagavad-gita.

Krsna in the Bhagavad-
gita, Chapter 13, mentions
ksetra-jiia. Ksetra, which
means field, refers to the
body, and jiia means knower.
So ksetra-jiia means the
knower of the body. Krsna
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says that in every body there is a
ksetra-jiia. I know the pains and
pleasures of my body; you know
the pains and pleasures of your
body.

Krsna says,

ksetra-jiiam capi mam viddhi
sarva-ksetresu bharata

“O scion of Bharata, you should
understand that I am also the
knower in all bodies.” (Gita 13.3)
Krsna is present in everyone’s body:

iSvarah sarva-bhitanam
hrd-dese ’rjuna tisthati

“The Supreme Lord is situated in
everyone’s heart, O Arjuna.” (Gita
18.61) Therefore He knows the pains
and pleasures of all bodies. That is

tani (Gita 7.26): Krsna knows every-
thing. He knows whatever has hap-
pened in the past, whatever will
happen in the future, and whatever
is happening at present, but we do
not know. First of all we should
understand that this is the differ-
ence between God and the living
entity.

Understanding
The Difference

The jiva, or individual soul, is ex-
plained in the Bhagavad-gita as
being part and parcel of Krsna. The
example is given of a big fire and its
sparks. The sparks are small, but in
quality they are fire. They are not
different from fire. If a spark of the
fire falls on your cloth, it will im-
mediately burn the cloth. The burn-

You cannot know the pains and pleasures

of others. But Krsna knows. That is the differ-

ence between God and the living entity.

the difference between Krsna, or
God, and us. That is the test. Some-
body is claiming, “I am God.” How
can you be God? You cannot know
the pains and pleasures of others.
But Krsna knows. That is the differ-
ence between God and the living
entity. God is conscious and we are
conscious, but our consciousness is
limited and God’s consciousness is
unlimited. That is the difference.

Krsna told Arjuna, “I explained
this yoga system to the sun-god.”

And Arjuna inquired, “How is
that, Krsna? Both You and I were
born recently. How can You say
that You explained this knowledge
to the sun-god long, long ago —
forty million years ago?”

Krsna answered, “My dear Ar-
juna, you are My eternal friend. You
are always with Me. When I instruc-
ted the sun-god, you were also pres-
ent, but you have forgotten. I do
not forget.”

That is the difference between
Krsna and Arjuna. Vedahar samati-

ing quality is there, either in the
big fire or in the small fire. There-
fore, qualitatively we are one with
God.

Another example is the drop of
ocean water. The chemical composi-
tion of the drop of ocean water
is the same as the chemical compo-
sition of the big mass of water.

Krsna is all-powerful; we are also
powerful. Krsna can create; we also
can create. Krsna can create innu-
merable planets floating in the air;
we can create a tiny airplane or
Sputnik flying in the air. You see?
So the creative power is there in
both God and the jiva, but there is
far difference between Krsna’s cre-
ative power and my creative power.

The Brain Behind Nature

In the Vedas (S’vetds’vatara Upanisad
6.8) it is said,

na tasya karyam karanam ca vidyate
na tat-samas cabhyadhikas ca drsyate

8 BACKTO GODHEAD  NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2014

parasya Saktir vividhaiva Srityate
svabhaviki jiiana-bala-kriya ca

“The Supreme Lord has nothing to
do, and no one is found to be equal
to or greater than Him, for every-
thing is done naturally and sys-
tematically by His multifarious
energies.”

Suppose I want to paint a nice
flower. I require the brush, I require
the paint, I require the intelligence,
I require the time, and somehow
or other, in a few days or a few
months, I paint a very nice flower.
But Krsna’s energy is so experi-
enced that by working His energy,
many millions of colorful flowers
come at once.

The foolish scientists say that this
is the work of nature. No. Nature
is instrumental. Behind nature is
the brain of God, Krsna.
This understanding is
Krsna consciousness.
One who is Krsna con-
scious understands that
this flower has not come
about blindly. These vari-
eties of flowers, trees, and
leaves are developing
under the direction of
Krsna, but His direction is so pow-
erful that the development comes
at once — svabhaviki jiiana-bala-
kriya ca. A great scientist pushes
a button on a machine, and imme-
diately something wonderful hap-
pens. But it is not that the machine
is working independently; the scien-
tist is pushing the button. Similarly,
don’t accept this nonsense idea that
nature is producing independently.
No, nature cannot produce. There-
fore Krsna says in the Bhagavad-
gita (9.10),

mayadhyaksena prakrtih
suyate sa-caracaram

hetunanena kaunteya
jagad viparivartate

“This material nature, which is one
of My energies, is working under
My direction, O son of Kunti, pro-
ducing all moving and nonmov-

ing beings. Under its rule this mani-
festation is created and annihilated
again and again.” Mayadhyaksena:

“Under My supervision” nature is
working. Not blindly. To think na-
ture is working independently is
crude knowledge. A child sees an
airplane flying in the sky, and he
may think the airplane is flying
automatically, by itself. No. Without
the touch of the pilot, the machine
cannot work. The machine may be
perfect, but the pilot is required.

At the present moment civiliza-
tion is trying to avoid God, the
brain of God. That is foolishness.
Krsna says mayadhyaksena prakrtih:
“Nature is working under My super-
vision.” The Krsna conscious per-
son sees the hand of God behind
nature. That vision is Krsna
consciousness.

The Visnu Purana (1.22.53)
states,

eka-desa-sthitasyagner
jyotsna vistarini yatha

parasya brahmanah Saktis
tathedam akhilam jagat

“Whatever we see in this world is
but an expansion of various ener-
gies of the Supreme Personality

of Godhead, who is like a fire that
spreads illumination for a long dis-
tance although it is situated in one
place.” This verse explains the man-
ifestation of this world. The sun, an
emblem of fire, is situated ninety-
three million miles away, but be-
cause it is a fiery planet, its heat
and light is expanded, and in that
heat and light everything is being
generated.

We have got practical experi-
ence. In western countries where
there is not sufficient heat and light,
the trees and flowers do not grow
so luxuriously. And when there is
snowfall or no sunlight, the trees
become dry and leafless. So, as the
heat and light of the sun are the
cause of the different leaves and
flowers and fruits, similarly Krsna
has got two kinds of energy, like
heat and light. That heat and light
is the spiritual energy and the ma-
terial energy. The material energy
is practically darkness; there is no
light. The Vedic instruction is there-
fore tamasi ma jyotir gamah: “Don’t
keep yourself within this darkness;

go to the light.” Besides this ma-
terial sky of our experience, there is
another sky, the spiritual sky.

This material sky is naturally in
darkness; therefore Krsna has cre-
ated the sun. The Brahma-sarihita
(5.52) states,

yac-caksur esa savitd
sakala-grahanam

raja samasta-sura-mirtir asesa-tejah

yasyajiiaya bhramati
sambhrta-kala-cakro

govindam adi-purusam tam aham
bhajami

“I worship Govinda, the prime-

val Lord, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, under whose control
even the sun, which is considered
to be the eye of the Lord, rotates
within the fixed orbit of eternal
time. The sun is the king of all plan-
etary systems and has unlimited
potency in heat and light.” The sci-
entists say that the sun is rotating in
its orbit so carefully that if it moves
toward one side the whole universe
will be immediately turned into ice,
and if it moves toward the other
side then immediately the whole
universe will be ablaze. The scien-
tists have seen so far that the sun is
moving very carefully. Neither this
side, nor that side — exactly in its
orbit. Who has planned this orbit?
The Brahma-samhita informs us,
yasya-ajiiaya: “by whose order” the
sun is rotating exactly in its orbit
(bhramati sambhrta-kala-cakro).
Lord Brahma says, “I am offering
my worship to that person: govin-
dam adi-purusam tam aharm bha-
jami. That person is Govinda,
Krsna.

Lord Brahma is not struck with
wonder by the arrangement of the
material world — how the sun is
moving, how the moon is moving,
how nature is working. He knows
that there is a big brain behind it
all: Krsna.

Lord Krsna says in the
Bhagavad-gita (10.8):

aham sarvasya prabhavo
mattah sarvam pravartate

iti matva bhajante mam
budha bhava-samanvitah
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What Is the
Hare Krsna Movement?

Founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the International
Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness (ISKCON) carries on a
great ancient tradition rooted in
the Bhagavad-gita, the teachings
Lord Krsna spoke five millennia
ago. The Gita and the other Vedic
scriptures declare Krsna to be
the original person, God Himself,
who appears periodically in

this world to liberate all living
beings.

Only five hundred years ago,
Krsna descended as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach the most
sublime and effective means of
meditation for the present day:
the chanting of the names of God,
especially as found in the Hare
Krsna mantra.

Today members of ISKCON
continue Lord Caitanya’s move-
ment by distributing the teachings
of Lord Krsna and the Hare
Krsna mantra all over the world.

Pronunciation

We spell Sanskrit words and
names by a phonetic system that
lets you know how to say each
word. Pronounce short a like the
u in but, long a like the a in far
(and held twice as long as the
short a). Pronounce e like the a
in evade, long 1 like the i in pique.
Pronounce the vowel r like the ri
in rim, and ¢ like the ch in chair.
Pronounce consonants like ch, jh,
and dh as in staunch-heart, hedge-
hog, and red-hot. Pronounce §
and s like sh. So for Krsna say
KRISHNA, for Caitanya say
CHAITANYA.

Spiritual Names

ISKCON members receive names
of Lord Krsna or his great devo-
tees, combined with Dasa, for
men, or Dasi, for women, both

of which mean “servant.” For
instance, the name Krsna Dasa
means “servant of Krsna.”



“I am the source of all spiritual and
material worlds. Everything emanates
from Me. The wise who perfectly
know this engage in My devotional
service and worship Me with all
their hearts.” Anyone who has under-
stood Krsna rightly, in truth, is
Krsna conscious. He is budha, actu-
ally in knowledge. Krsna is so great.
Krsna’s great power is so great.

Understand Krsna
The Right Way

Generally people take Krsna very
slightly. “Oh, Krsna danced with
the gopis.” They do not know what
Krsna is. Therefore they go to hell
by hearing Krsna’s rasa-lila from
unauthorized sources. We have to
face so many questions sometimes:
“Why did Krsna act like this?” Peo-

Krsna should be understood as He is — not

knows Me in truth.” One has to
understand Krsna in truth; then his
Krsna consciousness will help him
become budha bhava-samanvitah: a
learned person who feels the pres-
ence of Krsna everywhere. Then
he’ll be fully engaged in Krsna con-
sciousness. How can one understand
Krsna in truth? That is stated by
Krsna:

brahma-bhiitah prasannatma
na Socati na kanksati

samah sarvesu bhiitesu
mad-bhaktim labhate param

“One who is thus transcenden-
tally situated at once realizes the
Supreme Brahman and becomes
fully joyful. He never laments or
desires to have anything. He is
equally disposed toward every liv-

by fiction, not by speculation, not by so-

called scholarly, foolish commentation.

ple ask this because they are listen-
ing to professional Bhagavata read-
ers. When these professional narra-
tors read the Srimad-Bhagavatam
in public gatherings, they imme-
diately open to the rasa-lila chap-
ters. Because they have no other
knowledge, they cannot explain the
Bhagavata. They have no brain to
explain all the intricate verses in the
Srimad-Bhagavatam, beginning with
the first verse: janmady asya yatah.
Therefore they do not know Krsna.
They jump to the spiritual rasa-lila,
and people misunderstand.

In the Bhagavad-gita (7.3) Lord
Krsna says,

manusyanam sahasresu
kascid yatati siddhaye

yatatam api siddhanam
kascin mam vetti tattvatah

“Out of many thousands among
men, one may endeavor for per-
fection, and of those who have

achieved perfection, hardly one

ing entity. In that state he attains
pure devotional service unto Me.”
(Gita 18.54) After Brahman realiza-
tion, after being freed from material
contamination, when one becomes
actually happy and without anxiety,
at that time one engages in devo-
tional service to Krsna. And Krsna
especially mentions in the next
verse (Gita 18.55),

bhaktya mam abhijanati
yavan yas casmi tattvatah

tato mam tattvato jiatva
visate tad-anantaram

“One can understand Me as I am,
as the Supreme Personality of God-
head, only by devotional service.
And when one is in full conscious-
ness of Me by such devotion, he can
enter into the kingdom of God.”
Krsna should be understood as
He is — not by fiction, not by spec-
ulation, not by so-called scholarly,
foolish commentation. Try to under-
stand Krsna as He is. That is right

10 BACKTO GODHEAD ¢ NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2014

Krsna consciousness. Then one will
be able to understand how Krsna is
working, how the whole world — the
material atmosphere, the material
cosmic manifestation — is working.
Krsna says, mayadhyaksena: “under
My supervision.”

Of one who understands Krsna
scientifically, Krsna says,

janma karma ca me divyam
evam yo vetti tattvatah

tyaktva dehavi punar janma
naiti mam eti so ’rjuna

“One who knows the transcenden-
tal nature of My appearance and
activities does not, upon leaving
the body, take his birth again in this
material world, but attains My eter-
nal abode, O Arjuna.” (Gita 4.9)
Not the foolish man, but the intel-
ligent man who knows Krsna
actually — he immediately
becomes liberated. After giv-
ing up this body, he never
comes back to accept another
material body. He goes back
home, back to Godhead.

Our Original
Glowing Quality

How has the living entity, part and
parcel of Krsna, gotten this con-
dition of material life? That can
be explained in this way: Like the
spark, as long as the jiva is in the
“fire” — connected to Krsna in
devotional service — it is just like
fire; it is glowing, glowing. It is only
a spark, but it is glowing. But if it
falls from the fire, then immediately
it becomes extinguished. The glow-
ing quality becomes extinguished.

There are three positions of the
living entity according to the quality
of the material nature with which
he associates. The living entity is of
one type, but when he comes into
this material world he associates
with three kinds of material qual-
ities: sattva-guna, rajo-guna, and
tamo-guna, or the qualities of
goodness, passion, and ignorance.

One who is in sattva-guna has
brahminical qualifications. Lord
Krsna says,

(please turn to page 55)

Glossary

Acarya—a spiritual master who teaches by example.

Balarama—IL ord Krsna’s first expansion, who acts in the
role of Lord Krsna’s elder brother.

Battle of Kurukshetra—an epic battle for rule of the
world, fought five thousand years ago.

Bhagavad-gita—the sacred book in which Lord Krsna
gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and
disciple Arjuna. (Cited as Gita.)

Bhakti—devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura—the spiritual mas-
ter of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

Bhakti-yoga—Ilinking with the Supreme Lord through
devotional service.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu—the incarnation of Lord Krsna
who appeared five hundred years ago to teach the
chanting of the names of God as the religion for the
present age.

Darsana—“viewing,” audience with a deity or saintly
person.

Dharma—(1) ordained duties or religious principles;

(2) one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.e., devotional
service to the Lord).

Godhead—the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality,
progressively realized first as the impersonal all-
pervasive oneness, more fully as the Supersoul within
the heart of every living being, and ultimately as the
all-opulent Supreme Person.

Gurukula—a school where children learn the philosophy
and practices of Krsna consciousness along with regu-
lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the
guru”).

Hare Krsna—the great mantra Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

ISKCON—the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness.

Japa—individual chanting of names of God, usually
while counting on beads.

Kali-yuga—in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-
mic ages, the present and worst age, the Age of
Quarrel, of which 5,000 of 432,000 years have passed.

Karma—material action; its inevitable reaction; or the
law by which such action and reaction are governed.

Kirtana—congregational singing of names of God,
usually accompanied by cymbals (karatalas) and
drums (mrdangas).

Krsna—the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His
original transcendental form (see “Godhead”).

Mahabharata—the epic history of ancient India, a
history in which the Bhagavad-gita appears as the
most important and well-known text.

Maya—illusion; the energy of the Supreme Lord that
deludes living entities into forgetting their spiritual

nature and forgetting God.

Mayavadi—one who regards the
Absolute Truth as ultimately
impersonal.

Modes of nature—the three qualities
(goodness, passion, and ignorance) that
hold sway over all action in the material world.

Nityananda—the incarnation of Lord Balarama who
appeared with Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Prasada—vegetarian food that has been prepared for
the Lord and offered to Him with devotion.

Puranas—Vedic histories.

Radharani—Lord Krsna’s consort and pleasure potency.

Rathayatra—‘chariot festival”: a festival in which the
form of Krsna is borne in procession on a large
canopy-topped chariot or float, especially the festival
originating in Puri, India, for Jagannatha (Lord Krsna,
“the Lord of the universe”).

Sannyasa—the renounced life of a man who relinquishes
home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.

Sastra—scriptures, especially the Vedic scriptures
of India.

Sri—an honorific meaning “opulent” (similarly: Srila,
Srimad, Sriman, Srimati).

Srila Prabhupada—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder-acarya of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Srimad-Bhagavatam—the most important of the eight-
een Puranas, which tells of the nature and pastimes
of Lord Krsna and His devotees. (Cited as Bhag.)

Supersoul—the form of the Lord who resides in every
heart along with the individual soul.

Vaisnava—a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the
word Visnu).

Varnasrama—the Vedic social system. It organizes so-
ciety into four occupational and four spiritual divi-
sions (varnas and asramas). The members of the four
varnas are the brahmanas (intellectuals and priests),
the ksatriyas (administrators and soldiers), the vaisyas
(farmers and businessmen), and the sidras (laborers
and artisans). The members of the four asramas are
the brahmacaris (celibate students), grhasthas (mar-
ried people), vanaprasthas (retired people), and
sannyasis (renunciants).

Vedas—the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord
Himself at the beginning of creation.

Vedic—pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and
related scriptures guide all aspects of human life.

Visnu—any form of the Personality of Godhead (see
“Godhead”); the forms the Lord manifests to create
and sustain the material world.

‘Vrndavana—the transcendental abode of Lord Krsna,
mirrored on earth as the town in India where Krsna
appeared five thousand years ago.
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VULTURE IS

CURSING

THE COW

Prabhupada and the
“God Is Dead” Controversy

by Satyaraja Dasa

LTHOUGH Friedrich Nietzsche (1844—
1900) was not the first philosopher to
proclaim that “God is dead” — indeed,
his predecessor Hegel had used the same phrase
almost twenty years earlier — it was Nietzsche
who brought the idea into public consciousness.
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And we have killed him.”
— Nietzsche

.

——




In Die frohliche Wissenschaft (usu-
ally translated as The Cheerful
Science or The Gay Science), pub-
lished in 1882, Nietzsche puts the
words in the mouth of a fictional
character known simply as “the
madman.” After entering a busy
marketplace, the character asks,
“Where is God?” Reacting to his
audacity, mobs of people ridicule
him, prompting him to respond to
his own question:

God is dead. God remains dead.
And we have killed him. Yet his
shadow still looms. How shall we
comfort ourselves, the murderers
of all murderers? What was holi-
est and mightiest of all that the
world has yet owned has bled to
death under our knives: who will
wipe this blood off us? What
water is there for us to clean

Nietzsche does not mean that
God has experienced a physical
death (since God is not a phys-
ical being). Instead, he hypoth-
esizes that if a Christian society
starts to doubt the existence of a
spiritual being, the moral fabric of
such a society will be pulled apart.
Nietzsche is not trying to kill God
himself; society had already done
that. He is trying to posit a way
for humanity to reconstruct itself
in the vacuum left by the destruc-
tion of Christian morality.?

“God Is Dead” Reprise

After Nietzsche’s time, the “God

is dead” notion died down — until
the 1960s, when it reincarnated by
way of an informal group of Protes-
tant theologians, including Thomas
Altizer, Gabriel Vahanian, Paul van

These theologians wanted to recreate re-
ligion from the ground up, beginning with

the “death of God” as we know Him.

ourselves? What festivals of
atonement, what sacred games
shall we have to invent? Is not the
greatness of this deed too great
for us? Must we ourselves not
become gods simply to appear
worthy of it?!

Thus, Nietzsche’s decree was not

a denial of God but a proclama-
tion that the modern world (for
him, nineteenth-century Germany)
had moved beyond the traditional
God of Christianity and the sense
of morality that had come from the
Bible. When Nietzsche wrote, “God
is dead,” he was referring to the
plight of modernity, indicating that
its people had outgrown contempo-
rary European society, its laws, cus-
toms, and religious institutions. But
now what? Through the mouth of a
madman, Nietzsche questions what
we should do now that society has
taken God — at least as He was pre-
viously understood — out of the
equation.

Buren, William Hamilton, and oth-
ers. They expressed the need to
make God more relevant in the
modern world. Preferring Paul Til-
lich’s conception of the divine as
“the ground of Being” (as opposed
to a personal deity), and heeding
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s insistence
that Christians “come of age,” these
theologians wanted to recreate reli-
gion from the ground up, begin-
ning with the “death of God” as we
know Him. Theirs was an attempt
to accommodate secularization and
a world enamored more by science
than by spirituality. To this end, they
made prodigious use of Nietzsche’s
phrase.

Their modernist position gar-
nered considerable popularity in
the West, reaching a highpoint with
Time magazine’s cover story on April
8,1966: “Is God Dead?” The article
addressed possible reasons for Amer-
ica’s growing atheism and the work
of the “God is dead” theologians.
Just a few months earlier (January

14 BACKTO GODHEAD ¢ NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2014

9,1966), The New York Times had
run a similar story that also focused
on the new Protestant theology.
Nietzsche would have been proud.
But not everyone bought the
idea, then or now. For example,
theologians such as Karl Barth and
John Warwick Montgomery coun-
tered “God is dead” theology to
good effect. More currently, Mich-
ael Shermer’s article “Why Nie-
tzsche and Time Magazine Were
Wrong”? pokes holes both in Nie-
tzsche’s prediction of increasing
secularization and in the philosoph-
ical position of the “God is dead”
theologians. As evidence, he cites
the fact that an ever-increasing
number of people in the West are
still religious or spiritual, despite
the emphasis on science. Addition-
ally, Shermer notes, statistics indi-
cate that few have felt the
need to shift their belief to
a depersonalized God or
to nontraditional forms of
religion.

Bringing God
Back to Life

In the spring of 1966 — when
Time and other news media were
rife with “God is dead” coverage —
Srila Prabhupada was starting his
movement in New York City. Judg-
ing by how frequently he used the
phrase “God is dead,” he was aware
of the relevant news items. His first
documented use of the phrase, in
fact, occurred in April of 1966, just
as national periodicals were first
apprising people of this new trend
in Christian theology.* From then
on, it would consistently arise in his
public lectures: “In America,” he
said, “when I first went, they were
popularizing the theory that ‘God
is dead.” But they again accepted
and said: God is not dead, but He is
here with Swamiji.”?

Prabhupada seemed to know
about the Protestant dimension,
too, or at least that the idea had
penetrated the Christian tradition:
“At the present moment in many
Christian churches, this philosophy
is being taught that God is dead.
But so far we are concerned, we

cannot accept this philosophy, that
God is dead. But we preach on the
other hand that God is not only not
dead, but He can be approached
finally face to face. And the method
is very simple, chanting the holy
name of God.”¢

Prabhupada’s guru, Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, had
briefly referred to the “God is dead”
theme in his introduction to the
Brahma-samhita,” written in the
1930s. Since this predates the Time
magazine article by several decades,
he was likely recalling
Nietzsche, but Prabhu-
pada’s usage seems to
suggest his awareness of
the theme’s more con-
temporary manifestation.

As for Prabhupada’s
books, “God is dead”
appears in his Bhagavad-
gita As It Is, Srimad-
Bhagavatam, Beyond
Illusion and Doubt, Mu-
kunda Mala Stotra, Quest
for Enlightenment, Eleva-
tion to Krsna Conscious-
ness, A Second Chance,
The Laws of Nature, and
several others. It appears
most frequently in books
generated from lectures
and conversations, such
as The Science of Self-
Realization and The Jour-
ney of Self-Discovery,
indicating that he found
the topic useful when
speaking in public. An online search
reveals that he used the phrase well
over a hundred times in dialogues,
lectures, and letters.

Why Was Prabhupada
So Concerned?

The phrase “God is dead” encap-
sulates much of what Prabhupada
came to correct in the western
world. For example, consider the
last sentence uttered by Nietzsche’s
madman: “Must we ourselves not
become gods . ..?” Prabhupada
equates the notion of “God is dead”
with the attempt to usurp God’s
position. After all, why kill off the
Supreme if we don’t want, at least

on a subliminal level, to replace
Him? Prabhupada says, “So these
atheistic theories, that ‘Everyone
is God,” ‘I am God’ ‘You are God,’
‘God is dead,” ‘There is no God,
‘God is not a person’ — we are fight-
ing against these principles. We say,
‘God is Krsna. The Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead is Krsna. He is
a person, and He is not dead.” This
is our preaching. Therefore it is a
fight.”®

Implied in “God is dead” is this:
“If God is dead, then I can do as I
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please. I answer to no one. I am, in
effect, God.”
In Prabhupada’s words:

There is a nice Bengali proverb,
Sakuni svape garu more na. Sa-
kuni means the vulture. The vul-
ture wants some dead carcass of
an animal, a cow especially. So for
days together it does not get it, so
it is cursing some cow. “You die.”
So does it mean that by his curs-
ing the cow will die? Similarly,
these vultures, Sakuni, they want
to see God is dead. At least, they
take pleasure. “Oh, now God is
dead. I can do anything nonsense
I like.” This is going on. Sakuni is
cursing. The vulture is cursing the
cow.’

Many of the “God is dead” theolo-
gians based their work on the
prominent twentieth-century Prot-
estant philosopher Paul Tillich, who
famously referred to God as the
“ground of Being,” as opposed to a
Supreme Person, or as a “God who
is above the God of theism.” Thus,
he perpetuated the Mayavada doc-
trine of an impersonal Absolute, al-
beit in western terms. In fact, the
word Brahman, the Sanskrit term
for the impersonal Godhead, is
often translated as “ground of be-
ing,” the phrase popularized by Til-
lich. Prabhupada came to the West
to show the limitations of this imper-
sonalistic conception. For God to
be complete, Prabhupada taught,
He must have both impersonal and
personal features.

This whole cosmic manifestation
is nothing but the expansion of
the potency or energy of Krsna.
This is the conclusion. This expan-
sion of energy is impersonal.
Krsna ... He is the original
source. The sunshine is coming
from the sun globe, but the sun
globe is more important than
the sunshine. Similarly, Krsna’s
personality is more important
than His impersonal feature, the
expansion of His energy. If we
understand the example of the
sun, then it is very easy to under-
stand the difference between the
impersonal and the personal fea-
tures of the Absolute Truth.!”

Prabhupada saw the “God is dead”
philosophy as a simple lack of intel-
ligence, or at least a lack of the kind
of intelligence that allows one to
distinguish matter from spirit.

God is not dead; your intelligence
is dead. You have a dead body,
and you’re proud of it. The body
is just like a motorcar. A motor-
car is dead, and if there is no
driver it does not work. Similarly,
the body is dead, and as soon as
you, the soul, leave the body, it
stops working. That means you
are occupying a dead body. It is
working only as long as you are
there, but actually the body is
dead. And you are decorating a
dead body. All your acquisitions
are simply decorations on a dead
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body. Apranasyaiva dehasya man-
danam loka-rafijanam. Some ras-
cal may applaud, “Oh, you are so
intelligent; you are decorating your
body so nicely.” But an intelligent
man will say, “What a fool he is,
that he’s decorating a dead body.”!!

An Inaccurate Conception,
To Say the Least

In the Bhagavad-gita (2.27) Krsna
declares, “One who has taken his
birth is sure to die, and after death
one is sure to take birth again.
Therefore, in the unavoidable dis-
charge of your duty, you should not
lament.” Consequently, the death of
God is necessarily an inaccuracy, to
say the least, since He never took
birth. He says this Himself later in
the Gita (7.25): “I am never man-
ifest to the foolish and unintelli-

gent. For them I am covered by

My internal potency, and therefore
they do not know that I am unborn
and infallible.” Of course, propo-
nents of the “God is dead” doctrine

do not literally say that God suf-
fers conventional death. But their
conception has many other flaws, as
Prabhupada has shown in the few
examples cited above.

Hari Sauri Dasa, who served as
Prabhupada’s secretary and trav-
eled with him extensively in 1975
and 1976, documented how Prabhu-
pada spoke about “God is dead”
while in his presence:

In class, Srila Prabhupada con-
tinued to preach on points raised
during the walk, especially the
idea that “God is dead.” ... Once
again Srila Prabhupada’s common
sense logic revealed the narrow
and limited thinking of atheistic
philosophers. “This is our posi-
tion. ... God is not dead; God

is coming very soon. Wait a few
years. . .. You rascal, God is not
dead. God is coming to kick you,
to kill you. ... What is death? You
have to change your body. It may
be lower degree or higher degree,
but you have to change your
body. There are 8,400,000 species

YOU’RE INVITED!

The SundayTeast

Most Hare Krsna centers around the world put on a

special festival every Sunday—for regulars as well as

newcomers. Come by and get a taste of the world’s oldest

cultural tradition. Call your nearest center to find
out the schedule for the Sunday Feast.

(See “Centers,” pages 5658, or visit directory.krishna.com.)
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of life, forms of life. You have to
accept one of them. That is our
real problem. If we forget the
real problem and blindly or fool-
ishly say that God is dead — God
may be dead — but God’s law is
not dead. Suppose a king dies,
does it mean the government
dies? Hmm? The government will
go on. You can say God is dead —
God is not dead, neither you are
dead - but if you foolishly say
that God is dead that does not
mean His law is also dead. The
law will go on. One king may be
dead. The next, his son or some-
body will become king and the
government law will go on. So
what is the use of talking foolishly
like God is dead. God is never
dead. This is going on....”

Prabhupada declared that any-
one who proclaims such a phi-
losophy is actually dead, because
he identifies with the gross phys-
ical body, which is always dead.

It is simply a machine and moves
only due to the presence of the
soul. As Krsna chastised Arjuna
in the beginning of the Bhagavad-
gitd for his bodily concerns, Srila
Prabhupada similarly criticized
the modern-day thinkers. “So all
these rascal philosophers they are
writing about this body. That’s all.
But this is not the subject matter
for the learned scholars. What is
this body? A combination of mat-
ter. It is moving and as soon as
the living soul is out of the body
it is useless. So what is the impor-
tance of talking about this dead
body?”

His conclusion was as crush-
ingly final to the foolish philoso-
pher’s speculative talk as death
itself. “When death will come no
one will save you. You are chal-
lenging God is dead. When God
will come and make you killed,
nobody can save you. We are so
foolish for thinking that God is
dead and I shall continue my life
and my wife, my children, my
countrymen, my nation will save
me. That is not possible.”'?

In his “God is dead” philosophy,
Nietzsche was reacting to the rule-
bound Christianity of his rigid

era, as were the Protestant theolo-
gians of the 1960s. But they went
too far. Prabhupada came to set
the record straight through a devo-

CALENDAR

This calendar is calculated for Mayapur,
West Bengal, India. The dates, derived
from a lunar calendar, may vary by

one day for other locations. For the
exact dates for your area, go to www.
krishnadays.com.

Because the Hare Krsna movement
comes in disciplic line from Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, the calendar includes not
only dates relevant to all followers of the
Vedic tradition but also dates relating to
Lord Caitanya’s associates and promi-
nent spiritual masters in His disciplic
succession.

Month of Damodara
(October 9—November 7)

NOVEMBER

3 — Utthana Ekadasi

Fasting from grains and beans.
Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Gaurakisora Dasa Babaji,
the spiritual master of Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati

tional process of chanting and danc-
ing. Nietzsche, in fact, would have
appreciated Prabhupada’s process,
for it is said that the German phi-
losopher showed his appreciation
of the sacred through dance. In-
deed, Nietzsche danced daily, say-
ing it was his “only kind of piety,”
his “divine service.”'* To conclude,
then, I'll invoke one of Nietzsche’s
most famous sayings: “I should only
believe in a God who knows how to
dance.”' &3
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Introduction: “People are so much
apt to indulge in transitory specula-
tion even when they are to educate

10—Disappearance anni-
versary of Srila Bhaktisid-
dhanta Sarasvati Thakura,
the spiritual master of
Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada.

18—Saphala Ekadasi
Fasting from grains and beans.

23—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Locana Dasa Thakura, a
great devotee of Krsna known
for his Bengali devotional songs.

24—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Jiva Gosvami, one of
the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

JANUARY

1—Putrada Ekadasi
Fasting from grains and beans.

themselves on the situation beyond
their empiric area or experiencing
jurisdiction and almost foolishly they
dare to declare that God is dead.”

8. Room conversation, Decem-
ber 13, 1970.

9. Srimad-Bhagavatam class,
7.9.12, Montreal, August 18, 1968.

10. Class on Sri Caitanya-
caritamyta, Madhya 20.110, New
York, July 17, 1976.

11. Room conversation, June
1974, Paris. See http://www.Krishna.
com/vision-see-life-stone.

12. Hari Sauri Dasa, A Transcen-
dental Diary, Volume Two.

13. http://blogs.vancouversun.
com/2010/12/11/why-did-nietzsche-
love-to-dance/

14. Thus Spoke Zarathustra 1.7.
See http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/
mod/1891nietzsche-zara.asp

Satyaraja Dasa, a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada, is a BTG associate edi-
tor and founding editor of the Jour-
nal of Vaishnava Studies. He has
written more than thirty books on
Krsna consciousness and lives near
New York City.
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This is the second annual Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Lecture, given at Wits
University in Johannesburg under
the auspices of the Bhaktivedanta
Book Trust Africa. The lecture was
given last March.

REEDOM IS A TOPIC that

resonates with all human

beings. You can approach the
concept from many angles: political
freedom, economic freedom, intel-
lectual freedom, religious freedom,
academic freedom, artistic freedom,
and so on. People are enamored
by freedom of movement, freedom
of assembly. Whenever you hear
that something is free, you get the
sense that there are no boundaries,
no limitations: free elections, free
markets, free love, free thinking.

Marketers tap into humans’ love

of freedom and things free. You

go to a store and what do you see:
“Buy two, get the third one free.”
Marketers know you don’t need
two but you can’t resist the tempta-
tion of getting something for free.
You rationalize: “I came to the
store to get one, but maybe I could
store the other two or give them
away.”

My point is that there is some-
thing attractive about freedom and
things that are free. Yet we need to
try to broaden our understanding of
the concept of freedom.

I’'m attracted to a statement by
Nelson Mandela: “There’s no such
thing as part freedom.” But “part
freedom” is what our economic and
political leaders have been offering
the world. We need to go much
deeper; we need to have a broader
understanding of freedom, based
not simply on materialism but on
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+ FREEDOM?

Is there a conception of truth or freedom
beyond the bars of race, religion,
nationality, and political affiliation?

Is there something higher we can strive for?

by Devamrta Swami
photos by Lebo Komane

the spiritual reality. His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada came to South Africa
twice. He also went to Kenya,
where he exhorted the students, the
general population, and the leaders
to build their nation on the spiritual
platform.

What I’'m going to propose to
you tonight is that indeed, if we’re
going to have real progress, we
need to consider the spiritual plat-
form, and then we can understand
full freedom in contrast to partial
freedom. I'm going to touch upon
a thirst that cannot be quenched
by politics and economics. I'd like
to introduce the most important
human right that distinguishes us
from the birds, the bees, and the
beasts.

After World War II, many na-
tions of the world came together in
the United Nations and approved
the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. The world was still trauma-
tized by the horrors of WWII, in
which 55 million people died. The
consciousness at that time was
“Never again! Let us make this
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, and in that way clear a
path forward for the progress of
humanity.”
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Five Myths of
Human Progress

There are five great myths of human
progress, and they have all turned
out to be suspect.

Myth number one: Money brings
happiness. I spoke about this a
few years ago at the University
of Cape Town, to an audience of
two hundred students and profes-

sors. I asked them: “I'm sure you're
familiar with the current science

of happiness — now about twenty
years old. You’re familiar with

the research showing that beyond
a middle-class level of financial
attainment, any further increase in
wealth will not make you any hap-
pier.” I asked for a show of hands.
About eighty percent were aware
of the finding. Academics will quib-
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ble about details, but the general
concept is accepted. So then I said,
“Knowing this, and knowing your
level of intelligence and potential
success, how many of you are pre-
pared to live your life on a basic
middle-class standard?” No hands
were raised.

So what we see is a disconnec-
tion between knowledge and life-
style. From the viewpoint of the

ancient Vedic wisdom of India, the
problem is that it’s not real knowl-
edge. Real knowledge is evidenced
in our actions. If we don’t demon-
strate knowledge in our actions, we
actually don’t know.

Now myth number two: Tech-
nology brings well-being. Are our
technologically complicated lives
actually better in terms of freedom
from anxiety, freedom from stress?

Yet we seem to have bought very
deeply into the money goals, the
technology goals.

And that brings us to myth num-
ber three. Perhaps this myth is not
as prevalent in South Africa as in
other places. Still, myth number
three has a major impact on the
whole world: Weapons bring secu-
rity. In some revered nations of the
world, at least fifty percent of the
government revenue is spent on
the military. And the taxpayers are
convinced: “All this spending on
the military is for the security and
protection of humanity.”

Myth number four: The earth
provides virtually unlimited
resources for our exploitation.

And myth number five: The
earth provides limitless room for
disposal of waste after we’ve done
our exploiting.

Replacing the Myths

These myths are being punctured
these days, but what are we going to
put in their places? Unless we have
a deep spiritual understanding of
what the self is, we’ll never be able
to escape these material traps —
economics, politics, and so on. These
are necessary, but we’ve come to

a time when the greatest concepts
of material life are shaky. Even the
whole idea of democracy and its
emphasis on economic growth as a
cherished destination is shaky.

A few weeks ago The Economist
magazine ran a special report on
democracy. The Economist, pub-
lished in the UK and distributed
around the world, is known to be
the party line for many news publi-
cations around the world. Social sci-
entists contributing to the special
report said, “We have to be honest:
democracy is in trouble.” The twen-
tieth century was the great peak
for democratic motivation. The fall
of the Soviet Empire, the fall of
apartheid — these events and oth-
ers brought exhilaration. But as
we go into the twenty-first century,
for the past eight years, according
to political studies, democracy has
been receding in the world. There
are two main causes for that. These

causes are important to understand
because many of our concepts of
freedom are tied to the democratic
process.

Hundreds upon hundreds of
years ago Plato pointed out that the
Achilles heel of democracy is that
the people can be easily bought off
with populist proposals that just
focus on short-term gain, short-term
stimulations. The Economist admit-
ted that Plato had it right. What
has upset the applecart? The global
financial crisis: democracy could not
prevent that. It could not reform
the banking system.

But there’s an even greater rea-
son: China. China is showing that
what is important is not freedom of
expression, of speech, of thought.
What is important is growth — eco-
nomic growth achieved by any
means. When America was at its
economic peak, for it to double the
standard of living took thirty years.
China does that every ten years.
And their leaders are now quite
upbeat: “What is all this talk about
freedom? Where’s your economic
growth? Look at our example! We
have a tightly controlled society
run by professional managers. We
decide what’s good for the people.”

Go to China and you will see
gleaming airports, brand new high-
ways, superfast transport systems.
People around the world are think-
ing: “This is what we want — the
fruits of rapid economic accelera-
tion. We can do without the free-
dom of speech, the freedom of
assembly, the freedom of thought, if
we have the temporary stimulations
that an advanced consumer society
can give.”

What can we say to that, if the
goal is rapid economic accelera-
tion? If that is what will satisfy the
human being, then let us do what-
ever is necessary to get that. If
prosperity is more important than
freedom, then we should restruc-
ture our political economies.

The Chinese are saying that this
is the way. “What is the use of your
democratic systems?” Their leaders
openly say that. “You elect incom-
petent leaders; you elect sweet-
talkers. Look at us! We assemble
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the brightest, most competent peo-
ple, and we tightly control society.
Look what we’re able to provide
the people. Look at our standard of
living and how rapidly it increases!”

The Need for Precise
Spiritual Knowledge

I point this out because what we’re
seeing is a misguided, mistaken
understanding of what is best for
the human being. Forgetting our
nonmaterial identity, we’re strug-
gling to seek fulfillment through
matter. Sentimentally, we may talk
about our spirituality, our spiritual
self, but where is the precise scien-
tific knowledge of the spirit soul?
In Bhagavad-gita, the prime
Vedic text, Krsna — presented as

tial for change, a great hope, and
yes, in terms of the externals, there
is adjustment. But then, again and
again, the people become disap-
pointed. Often political change
means the ins become the outs and
the outs become the ins. Is there a
way we can focus on the real needs
of the human being?

Five Levels of
Experiencing the Supreme

Perhaps we’ve become distracted.
I’d like to present to you a possible
way we can visualize the Supreme
Absolute Truth in our daily life.
Five levels — three are just about
material nature, ordinary material
existence, but two are transcenden-
tal, beyond matter, beyond time

We may talk about our spirituality, our
spiritual self, but where is the precise

scientific knowledge of the spirit soul?

the supreme source, the Absolute
Truth, the ultimate reality — says
that as long as we think we are mat-
ter, as long as we have no precise
understanding of our spiritual iden-
tity, we must be subject to illusion.
Our efforts for progress must be
thwarted because we actually don’t
know that our number one prior-
ity is enlightenment. Yes, we must
take care of our material needs,
and certainly there has been great
injustice in the distribution of eco-
nomic prosperity and in the polit-
ical sphere. While taking care of
those, dare I say, external priori-
ties, we have forgotten how pow-
erful our spirit soul is, and we have
forgotten our connection to the
Supreme Soul. Unless we have a
class of leaders who can uplift the
people with spiritual knowledge,
we will always see society declin-
ing, despite so many revolutions, so
many restructurings of the political
economy.

We’ll see that actually not much
changes. There seems to be a poten-

and space. Without a grasp of the
top two levels of the five, we cannot
benefit humanity.

I’ll list these levels using San-
skrit terms. You see, SansKrit is a
language particularly appropriate
for discussing enlightenment. Every
language has its strength: English is
the business language; German is
still known as the scientific language,
especially for engineering; French
supposedly is the language of love;
Sanskrit is the language of spiritual
science.

The first level of our experienc-
ing the presence of the Supreme in
our life is called anna-maya: real-
ization of God based on food. The
fact that I’'m being maintained —
that I can eat, and there’s food for
me — is a very preliminary realiza-
tion of God. We cannot maintain
ourselves. We do not control nature,
despite our technology. Someone
who appreciates the Supreme sim-
ply because he or she can eat is
noteworthy, even though the appre-
ciation is rudimentary. People say,
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“Food on my table, I know God

is able.” That is correct. It is the
very beginning of God-realization.
I’'m reminded of a commendation
by the UN’s Food and Agriculture
Organization upon the passing of
Nelson Mandela. They compli-
mented him on understanding that
so much of freedom depends on
food, not simply in growing food
but in distributing food.

So this first level of God-
realization, anna-maya, is indeed
important. We can’t live without
food. Yet the UN has calculated
that one third of all the food pro-
duced in the world is wasted: 1.3
billion metric tons annually. Of all
the fruits and vegetables grown in
the UK, thirty percent is wasted
for cosmetic reasons: the fruits and
vegetables don’t look good enough
for the consumers.

If we have so much trouble on
the first level of God-realization,
how can we proceed any further?
Think of the little baby being nursed
at the mother’s breast: the child
is simply focused on being fed. So
much of the world has problems
just eating. One billion people in
the world are starving, and one bil-
lion people are obese. Obviously,
there’s a crisis in distribution and
in how human beings view simple
living.

Moving beyond this first level
of God-realization we go to prana-
maya: understanding God through
the fact you’re alive. In churches
children get up and give testimony:
“I thank God for my mother, I
thank God for my father, I thank
God that I'm alive today.” That
is noteworthy. That is the second
level of God-realization given in
the ancient Vedic texts. There are
many places in the world where
you’re afraid what tomorrow will
bring: “Will my life be taken away?
Will I be incarcerated? Will I be
brutalized?” So we don’t want to
minimize the prana-maya level —
thankfulness to God for being alive
—just as we don’t want to minimize
the first level, anna-maya — thanks
to God for food on the table. These
are preliminary levels of God-
realization. You see your dependency,

your helplessness. Whether you’re
rich or poor, your life is very frag-
ile. The world’s food supply is very
fragile. A pious person can see the
presence of God in these prelimi-

nary levels of existence.

Another preliminary level is
called jaana-maya. It’s appropri-
ate that we discuss that level here
at the university. The third level,
jiiana-maya, refers to appreciating
God because you can think, you can
intuit; you have cognition, you can
get an education, you can be cul-
tured. The university is an active
place for the intelligence. It’s an
active place for acquiring knowl-
edge. But what is the purpose of
that knowledge? Bhaktivedanta
Swami, Srila Prabhupada as his fol-
lowers affectionately refer to him,
pointed out that if we become so
caught in knowledge of material
adjustment, knowledge of material
alteration, and we forget the most
important knowledge, of the unit
of spiritual consciousness known as
the atma in Sanskrit, we’ve wasted
our human form of life. So yes,
human beings need intellectualism,
art, culture. And they can appre-
ciate the presence of the Supreme
Absolute Truth just in their thought
processes: I think, therefore I am.

Beyond the Material

But there are levels of God-
realization beyond these three ma-
terial levels. The classic spiritual
text Bhagavad-gita tells us that we
must go to level number four,
known as vijiiana-maya: understand-
ing that we have a spiritual identity
different from the body and mind.
When we enter the spiritual labora-
tory, we can begin to experience
the power of our soul in relation

to the Supreme Soul.

The culmination of the different
levels of God-realization is number
five, known in Sanskrit as ananda-
maya. It is the crown of human
achievement: relishing the love
supreme, the relationship between
the individual soul and the Supreme
Soul, of which the individual soul
is part. In Bhagavad-gita Krsna
explains that this relationship will

satisfy your core being. No amount
of material adjustment, of material
construction, deconstruction, recon-
struction, will satisfy you or society,
because our real problem is discon-
nection from the Supreme Absolute
Truth, disconnection from God.

When we say Krsna, we're refer-
ring to God. The precise meaning
of the word Krsna is “the unlimited
all-attractive source of pleasure.”
In Bhagavad-gita He claims that all
living entities, no matter what spe-
cies, are all His parts, His children.
Yet we’ve become distracted by
existence in the material world and
have forgotten our purpose in life:
how to be truly free.

I was reading about Robben
Island [where Nelson Mandela
spent eighteen of his twenty-seven
years in prison], and I noted the
prison system in the apartheid
days. According to your perceived
ethnicity—white, Indian, mixed,
or African—you’d receive a cer-
tain standard of food. Moreover,
based on periodic evaluations of
your tractability, you would be des-
ignated as a class D prisoner, class
C prisoner, class B, or class A. What
would you do in those circum-

stances? Would you try to im-
prove the prison conditions? Of
course, and those political prison-
ers, those anti-apartheid fighters,
certainly acted in such a way that
their privileges within the prison
would increase. But, while focusing
on the struggle within the prison,
they always kept their vision on
the struggle without. And this is
what the ancient Vedic texts advise
us — how to live in this temporary
world of matter. We are spirit souls
entrapped in temporary material
bodies in a temporary material
world. Yes, we should live comfort-
ably; we should live with justice
and dignity. But at the same time,
we should know that real freedom
is not on the material plane. Real
freedom is in the spiritual reality.
Until we can act on that, we’ll always
be frustrated.

I’'m reminded of another state-
ment by Nelson Mandela: “Man’s
goodness is a flame that can be
hidden but never extinguished.”
How good is the human being? We
need transcendental knowledge to
inform us, knowledge beyond mat-
ter; then we can understand the
true potential, the true goodness of

FREE TELEPHONE
JAPA & BHAGAVATAM

CONFERENCE

Listen in each Sunday
morning as senior devotees
give classes on the Srimad-
Bhagavatam or speak about
topics related to chanting

japa.

For information, contact
Rasala Krsna Dasa by email
at rasam or
online at jwww.iskconnj.com/
fapd, or call (732) 501-1018
(evenings, New Jersey).
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the human being. Then we can truly  edge, they won’t be so manipulated
understand that flame, which is hid- by temporary promises of economic
den, because after all, by material acceleration, which won’t satisfy
methods we can’t see our spiritual them anyway.

identity, and therefore we forget all

about it. We are then egsﬂy manipu- oo R

lated by external material desires.

People need to be educated in Three E’s are troubling humanity

spiritual knowledge. I'm not talk- today: the environment, energy,

ing about religious belief. Whatever  and economics. Problems on these
religion you may call yourself, fine, fronts are eluding solution. You see,
but what is the nature of the self? no amount of material gain will
Am I material or spiritual? And contribute to your deep and crucial
what is the ultimate reality I'm part  satisfaction. There are not enough
of? This knowledge is essential. If resources in the world to fulfill the
the people get this kind of knowl- ever-increasing material desires of

e-Krishna

Profiles of Krsna-related websites
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www.howicame.com collects sto- to devotional service.

ries from around the world about The website’s secondary purpose
how ISKCON devotees came to is to help ISKCON devotees evalu-
Krsna consciousness. An initiative  ate different forms of outreach and
of the ISKCON Governing Body help them better serve the needs
Commission Outreach Committee, of people just beginning to learn

it is designed to inspire devotees in  about Krsna consciousness.

their practice of Krsna conscious- To analyze the effects of differ-
ness by revealing the many ways ent forms of outreach, howicame.
people discover Krsna on the way  com has an anonymous online
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the people. Nor is there enough
space for disposing the waste. Just
this fact alone should tell us we
need to adopt a different approach.
It’s not just a good idea — it is
absolutely necessary.

My request is that you all con-
sider how to go another route. Yes,
we need to correct corruption and
faulty political and economic sys-
tems. But while we’re trying to sur-
vive in the prison, let us not forget
what full freedom is: the freedom
of the spirit self in relationship to
the Supreme Self. This is the

(please turn to page 55)

survey where you can check boxes
to answer questions about the
influences that drew you to Krsna
consciousness and which parts you
found most or least appealing.

If you have your own inspir-
ing story about how you came
to Krsna consciousness, click on
Submit Your Story and fill in the
details. Your story may be inspir-
ing to other readers. Stories about
how devotees came to Krsna
consciousness have long been
a popular feature in Back to
Godhead.

You can browse the site in a
number of ways to see how oth-
ers were inspired over the years.
Tools in the right-hand column
help you find interesting stories.
Under Browse By, click on Media
to choose to read, listen to, or
watch devotees telling their sto-
ries. Or you can click on the Year
of Joining button to browse stories
by time frame. This way you can
look at stories “back in the day”
or choose to hear from those who
have found Krsna more recently.

In this same section you can
type the name of a devotee into
the search box to look for the
stories of particular people.

You can also browse a list of
Major Influences to find stories
grouped according to the reasons
devotees were attracted to Lord
Krsna.

—Antony Brennan

BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Referred to as “the ripe fruit of the tree of Vedic literature,” Srimad-Bhagavatam
is the most complete and authoritative exposition of Vedic knowledge. Five thousand years ago
the great sage Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence
of spiritual knowledge. Here we present Srimad-Bhagavatam in serialized form,
with the original Sanskrit text, transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
founder-acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

VENA REBUKES
THE SAGES

The sages continue to offer King Vena good advice, to no avail.

engaging in devotional service, neither the citizens nor
CANTO 4: CHAPTER 14 the government can be happy in any way. At the present
moment neither the king nor the governing body is interested
in seeing that the people are engaged in the devotional

19 99 ug“ HETHIT 97 3“[ )f['” I service of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. &8 Rather,
Qﬁwﬁ Toramen ﬁfg?ﬁ ﬁmﬂ:ﬁ- they are more interested in advancing the machinery of

sense gratification. Consequently they are becoming more
and more implicated in the complex machinery of the
stringent laws of nature. & People should be freed from
the entanglement of the three modes of material nature,
and the only process by which this is possible is surrender
unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This is advised
in Bhagavad-gita. Unfortunately neither the government
nor the people in general have any idea of this; they are
simply interested in sense gratification and in being happy
in this life. The word nija-Sasane (“in his own governmental
duty”) indicates that both the government and the citizens
are responsible for the execution of varnasrama-dharma.
Once the populace is situated in the varnasrama-dharma,
there is every possibility of real life and prosperity both
in this world and in the next.

tasya rajino maha-bhaga
bhagavan bhiita-bhavanah
paritusyati visvatma
tisthato nija-sasane

tasya —with him; rajiiah — the king; maha-bhaga — O noble
one; bhagavan — the Supreme Personality of Godhead;
bhiita-bhavanah — who is the original cause of the cosmic
manifestation; paritusyati — becomes satisfied; visva-atma
— the Supersoul of the entire universe; tisthatah — being
situated; nija-Sasane — in his own governing situation.

O noble one, if the king sees that the Supreme Personal-
ity of Godhead, the original cause of the cosmic manifes-
tation and the Supersoul within everyone, is worshiped,

the Lord will be satisfied. 20 aﬁqﬂ% EX I BSUGIE T E L I E AR
PURPORT: It is a fact that the government’s duty is to see qret aﬂﬁ Hﬁ-‘d m:

that the Supreme Personality of Godhead is satisfied by
the activities of the people as well as by the activities of
the government. There is no possibility of happiness if the
government or citizenry have no idea of Bhagavan, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is the original cause
of the cosmic manifestation, or if they have no knowledge
of bhiita-bhavana, who is visvatma, or the Supersoul, the
soul of everyone’s soul. The conclusion is that without
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BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

tasmims tuste kim aprapyan
jagatam isvaresvare

lokah sapala hy etasmai
haranti balim adrtah

tasmin —when He; tuste —is satisfied; kim — what; aprapyam
—impossible to achieve;jagatam — of the universe; isvara-
isvare — the controller of the controllers; lokah — the
inhabitants of the planets; sapalah — with their presiding
deities; hi — for this reason; etasmai — unto Him; haranti
— offer; balim — paraphernalia for worship; adrtah — with
great pleasure.

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is worshiped by
the great demigods, controllers of universal affairs. When
He is satisfied, nothing is impossible to achieve. For this
reason all the demigods, presiding deities of different
planets, as well as the inhabitants of their planets, take
great pleasure in offering all kinds of paraphernalia for
His worship.

PURPORT: All Vedic civilization is summarized in
this verse: all living entities, either on this planet or on
other planets, have to satisfy the Supreme Personality of
Godhead by their respective duties. When He is satisfied,
all necessities of life are automatically supplied. In the
Vedas it is also stated: eko bahiinam yo vidadhati kaman
(Katha Upanisad 2.2.13). From the Vedas we understand
that He is supplying everyone’s necessities, and we can
actually see that the lower animals, the birds and the bees,
have no business or profession, yet they are not dying for
want of food. They are all living in nature’s way, and they
all have the necessities of life provided — namely eating,
sleeping, mating, and defending.

Human society, however, has artificially created a type
of civilization which makes one forgetful of his relation-
ship with the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Modern
society even enables one to forget the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead’s grace and mercy. Consequently
modern civilized man is always unhappy and in need of
things. People do not know that the ultimate goal of life
is to approach Lord Visnu and satisfy Him. They have
taken this materialistic way of life as everything and have
become captivated by materialistic activities. Indeed, their
leaders are always encouraging them to follow this path,
and the general populace, being ignorant of the laws of
God, are following their blind leaders down the path of
unhappiness.

In order to rectify this world situation, all people
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should be trained in Krsna consciousness and act in accor-
dance with the varnasrama system. The state should also
see that the people are engaged in satisfying the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. This is the primary duty of the
state. The Krsna consciousness movement was started to
convince the general populace to adopt the best process
by which to satisfy the Supreme Personality of Godhead
and thus solve all problems.

21 § FEAHAEATEGE
T a0 qIHIH

BEIEICEDECE DA
REERSERIEEUERLLE

tam sarva-lokamara-yajiia-sangraham
trayimayam dravyamayam tapomayam
yajiair vicitrair yajato bhavaya te
rajan sva-desan anuroddhum arhasi

tam — Him; sarva-loka — in all planets; amara — with the
predominating deities; yajiia—sacrifices; sarigraham — who
accepts; trayi-mayam — the sum total of the three Vedas;
dravya-mayam — the owner of all paraphernalia; tapah-
mayam — the goal of all austerity; yajfiaih — by sacrifices;
vicitraih — various; yajatah — worshiping; bhavaya — for
elevation; fe — your; rajan — O King; sva-desan — your
countrymen; anuroddhum — to direct; arhasi — you ought.

Dear King, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, along
with the predominating deities, is the enjoyer of the results
of all sacrifices in all planets. The Supreme Lord is the sum
total of the three Vedas, the owner of everything, and the
ultimate goal of all austerity. Therefore your countrymen
should engage in performing various sacrifices for your
elevation. Indeed, you should always direct them towards
the offering of sacrifices.

yajiiena yusmad-visaye dvijatibhir
vitayamanena surah kala hareh

svistah sutustah pradisanti varichitam
tad-dhelanarm narhasi vira cestitum

yajiiena — by sacrifice; yusmat — your; visaye — in the king-
dom; dvijatibhih — by the brahmanas; vitayamanena —being
performed; surah — all the demigods; kalah — expansions;
hareh — of the Personality of Godhead; su-istah — being
properly worshiped; su-tustah — very much satisfied;
pradisanti — will give; varichitam — desired result; fat-

BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

helanam — disrespect to them;na — not; arhasi— you ought;
vira — O hero; cestitum — to do.

When all the brahmanas engage in performing sacrifices in
your kingdom, all the demigods, who are plenary expan-
sions of the Lord, will be very much satisfied by their
activities and will give you your desired result. Therefore,
O hero, do not stop the sacrificial performances. If you
stop them, you will disrespect the demigods.

T T

23 (AN 99 FF A ATH THATA:
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vena uvaca
balisa bata yiuyam va
adharme dharma-maninah

ye vrttidam patim hitva
jaram patim upasate

venah — King Vena; uvaca — replied; balisah—childish;
bata — oh; yiiyam — all of you; va — indeed; adharme — in
irreligious principles; dharma-maninah — accepting as
religious; ye — all of you who; vrttidam — providing main-
tenance; patim — husband; hitva — giving up; jaram — par-
amour; patim — husband; upasate — worship.

King Vena replied: You are not at all experienced. It is
very much regrettable that you are maintaining some-
thing which is not religious and are accepting it as reli-
gious. Indeed, I think you are giving up your real husband,
who maintains you, and are searching after some par-
amour to worship.

PURPORT: King Vena was so foolish that he accused the
saintly sages of being inexperienced like small children.
In other words, he was accusing them of not having per-
fect knowledge. In this way he could reject their advice
and make accusations against them, comparing them to
a woman who does not care for her husband who main-
tains her but goes to satisfy a paramour who does not
maintain her. €& The purpose of this simile is apparent.
It is the duty of the ksatriyas to engage the brahmanas
in different types of religious activities, and the king is
supposed to be the maintainer of the brahmanas. If the
brahmanas do not worship the king but instead go to
the demigods, they are as polluted as unchaste women.

24 FEAFIH! T THEUETERH
A ¥ TR A WA T

avajananty ami mudha
nrpa-ripinam isvaram

nanuvindanti te bhadram
iha loke paratra ca

avajananti — disrespect; ami — those (who); miadhah —
being ignorant; nrpa-riipinam — in the form of the king;
isvaram — the Personality of Godhead; na — not; anuvin-
danti — experience; te — they; bhadram — happiness; iha
— in this; loke — world; paratra — after death; ca — also.

Those who, out of gross ignorance, do not worship the
king, who is actually the Supreme Personality of God-
head, experience happiness neither in this world nor in
the world after death.

25 T IFIEN AW TA A AHAGA
AR G0N AT TR FAAH

ko yajiia-puruso nama
yatra vo bhaktir idrsi

bhartr-sneha-vidiaranam
yatha jare kuyositam

kah — who (is); yajia-purusah — the enjoyer of all sacri-
fices; nama — by name; yatra — unto whom; vah — your;
bhaktih — devotional service; idrsi — so great; bhartr — for
the husband; sneha — affection; vidiranam — bereft of;
yatha — like; jare — unto the paramour; ku-yositam — of
unchaste women.

You are so much devoted to the demigods, but who are
they? Indeed, your affection for these demigods is exactly
like the affection of an unchaste woman who neglects
her married life and gives all attention to her paramour.

26 TosufARa frfar Twgr g ¥
TR g A TRt
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visnur virifico girisa
indro vayur yamo ravih
parjanyo dhanadah somah
ksitir agnir apampatih

ete canye ca vibudhah
prabhavo vara-sapayoh

dehe bhavanti nrpateh
sarva-devamayo nrpah

visnuh — Lord Visnu; virificah — Lord Brahma; girisah —
Lord Siva; indrah — Lord Indra; vayuh — Vayu, the direc-
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BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

tor of the air; yamah — Yama, the superintendent of death;
ravih — the sun-god; parjanyah — the director of rainfall;
dhana-dah — Kuvera, the treasurer; somah — the moon-
god; ksitih — the predominating deity of the earth; agnih
— the fire-god; apam-patih — Varuna, the lord of waters;
ete — all these; ca — and; anye — others; ca — also; vibudhah
— demigods; prabhavah — competent; vara-sapayoh — in
both benediction and curse; dehe — in the body; bhavanti
— abide; nrpateh — of the king; sarva-devamayah — com-
prising all demigods; nrpah — the king.

Lord Visnu; Lord Brahma; Lord Siva; Lord Indra; Vayu,
the master of air; Yama, the superintendent of death; the
sun-god; the director of rainfall; Kuvera, the treasurer; the
moon-god; the predominating deity of the earth; Agni, the
fire-god; Varuna, the lord of waters, and all others who are
great and competent to bestow benedictions or to curse,
all abide in the body of the king. For this reason the king
is known as the reservoir of all demigods, who are simply
parts and parcels of the king’s body.

PURPORT: There are many demons who think of them-
selves as the Supreme and present themselves as the direc-
tors of the sun, moon, and other planets. This is all due to
false pride. Similarly, King Vena developed the demonic
mentality and presented himself as the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead. Such demons are numerous in this age
of Kali, and all of them are condemned by great sages
and saintly persons.

28 TET-HT FHOIAT TAEA TIHE:
T T W TA ARIST: FISTFAT,

tasman mam karmabhir vipra
yajadhvam gata-matsarah

balir ca mahyam harata
matto ’nyah ko ‘gra-bhuk puman

tasmat — for this reason; mam — me; karmabhih — by rit-
ualistic activities; viprah — O brahmanas; yajadhvam —
worship; gata — without; matsarah — being envious; balim
— paraphernalia for worship; ca — also; mahyam — unto
me; harata — bring; mattah — than me; anyah — other; kah
—who (is); agra-bhuk — the enjoyer of the first oblations;
puman — personality.

King Vena continued: For this reason, O brahmanas, you
should abandon your envy of me, and, by your ritualistic
activities, you should worship me and offer me all para-
phernalia. If you are intelligent, you should know that
there is no personality superior to me, who can accept
the first oblations of all sacrifices.
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PURPORT: As stated by Krsna Himself throughout the
Bhagavad-gita, there is no truth superior to Him. King
Vena was imitating the Supreme Personality of Godhead
and was also speaking out of false pride, presenting him-
self as the Supreme Lord. These are all characteristics of
a demonic person.

CEC G|
29 Teof faweigmfe: TRy T
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maitreya uvaca
ittham viparyaya-matih
papiyan utpatham gatah
anuniyamanas tad-yacrniam
na cakre bhrasta-mangalah

maitreyah uvaca — Maitreya said; ittham — thus; vipary-
aya-matih —one who has developed perverse intelligence;
papiyan — most sinful; utpatham — from the right path;
gatah — having gone; anuniyamanah — being offered all
respect; tat-yaciiam — the request of the sages; na — not;
cakre — accepted; bhrasta — bereft of; mangalah — all good
fortune.

The great sage Maitreya continued: Thus the King, who
became unintelligent due to his sinful life and deviation
from the right path, became actually bereft of all good
fortune. He could not accept the requests of the great
sages, which the sages put before him with great respect,
and therefore he was condemned.

PURPORT: The demons certainly cannot have any faith
in the words of authorities. In fact, they are always dis-
respectful to authorities. They manufacture their own
religious principles and disobey great personalities like
Vyasa, Narada, and even the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Krsna. As soon as one disobeys authority, he
immediately becomes very sinful and loses his good for-
tune. & The King was so puffed up and impudent that
he dared disrespect the great saintly personalities, and
this brought him ruination.

30 3 ASHcHATE TG TvEauTiaT
o o :
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iti te ’sat-krtas tena
dvijah pandita-manina
bhagnayam bhavya-yacnayarm
tasmai vidura cukrudhuh

[Continued in the next issue.]

Back to Godhead
Distributor’s

INSPIRING

A retired college principal
dedicated to delivering Krsna’s
teachings passes away in the
most favorable atmosphere
for remembering the Lord.

by Caitanya Carana Dasa

JOURNLY

(13

F SRILA PRABHUPADA could go door to door
distributing Back to Godheads in the burning
heat of Delhi despite his advanced age, why can’t
I serve similarly in my own small way?”

This thought galvanized Bhagavan Malwadkar,
a retired college principal in Maharashtra. He hand
delivered Back to Godhead (BTG) magazines to
170 subscribers in 10 cities, going to each of them
month after month for thirteen years. He served the
recipients of the magazine not just as a humble sub-
scription deliverer, but also as a venerable spiritual
mentor. Thus Baladeva Dasa (his initiated name)
offered the tireless labor of the later half of his life
to Krsna’s service. He had also offered the best
fruits of the earlier half of his life — including a lion’s
share of his savings, as well as two of his sons, who
serve as brahmacaris in ISKCON. In reciprocation
for his service, Krsna arranged for both of Baladeva
Dasa’s sons to be by his side chanting the holy names
as he breathed his last on March 23, 2014, in the
auspicious morning hours.
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A Principal with Principles

This remarkable life journey began
in the pious land of Solapur, Maha-
rashtra, close to Pandharpur, the
abode of Vitthala, a celebrated,
immensely loved form of Krsna.
From childhood, Bhagavan grew
up hearing the pastimes of Krsna
and relishing the devotional songs
of exalted Marathi saints such as
Tukarama Maharaja. An excellent
student, Bhagavan chose to dedi-
cate his life to education, becoming
an exemplary teacher at the Chin-
tamani Vidya Mandir, a college in
Pune.

Malwadkar Sir, as the students
called him, soon became respected
for his competence at teaching, his
concern for his students, and his
courage of conviction in maintain-
ing his incorruptible integrity. In a
country where education is wor-
shiped with an almost religious
frenzy, and where educational fail-
ure is a social stigma, students and
parents often seek good grades
by any means, including bribing
or even threatening teachers.
Amidst it all, Malwadkar Sir stood
tall, remaining unfazed and uncom-
promising even when goons sent
by disgruntled parents of under-
performing students threatened
him.

Once, when the disconsolate
mother of a failed student sent her
gold bangles with her son, asking
that he be passed, Malwadkar Sir
gently but firmly told the boy, “You
don’t have to give me anything. Just
give your studies more time. And
if you have any difficulties in your
studies, I will give you more time.”

Due to his sterling qualities and
his commitment to serving the stu-
dent community, he went on to
become the principal of the college
till he took voluntary retirement
in 2002 at the age of fifty-four,
wanting to devote himself more to
spiritual growth.

“A Good Spiritual
Institution” Becomes
“My Spiritual Calling”

On the home front, he married a
pious lady, Shailini Upale (who
later became Sura-priya Devi Dasi),
and had three sons: Prashant, Sid-
dhnath, and Santosh. In the housing
complex where he lived, Malwadkar
would organize kirtana programs
every Saturday evening, inviting
different devotional groups to sing.

Siddhnath was my classmate at
the Government College of Engi-
neering, Pune, and was introduced
to Krsna consciousness in 1997

How to Put BTG in Your Will

After providing for their families and loved ones, subscribers may
want to put Back to Godhead in their wills, thus helping to assure the
long-term future of this work. In the USA, bequests are free of estate
tax and can substantially reduce the amount of your assets claimed
by the government.* You can give needed support for Back to God-
head by simply including the following words in your will: / give,
devise, and bequeath to Back to Godhead, 18024 NW 112th Blvd., Ala-
chua, FL 32615 (insert amount being given here) fo be used to sup-
port Back to Godhead and its related activities, including the Krishna.
com website. A bequest can be a specific dollar amount, a specific
piece of property, a percentage of an estate, or all or part of the res-
idue of an estate. You can also name BTG as a contingency benefi-
ciary in the event someone named in your will is no longer living. It is
recommended that a lawyer help in drafting or amending a will.

*If you live outside the USA, check the estate tax laws for your country.
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through the weekly Bhagavad-

gita program conducted at my hos-
tel room. Both he and his younger
brother Santosh became immensely
inspired by the spiritual wisdom of
the Gita and desired to dedicate
their lives to sharing it by becoming
brahmacaris. They told their father
of their aspiration. Many fathers —
perhaps most — would have been
infuriated or devastated, unable

to tolerate the idea of their son’s
becoming the antithesis of their
dreams: a shaven-headed robe-clad
monk. In contrast, Malwadkar
replied with equanimity.

“As a father I am sad, but as a
spiritualist I am happy. And if doing
this makes you happy, that will be
my happiness.”

As a responsible father, he had
already visited ISKCON when his
sons started going there and had
endorsed it as “a good spiritual
institution.” From that level of dis-
tant appreciation, ISKCON rose,
in his eyes, to the level of his spiri-
tual calling when he read the con-
densed biography of its founder,
Srila Prabhupada. The tireless, fear-
less, and peerless struggles of Srila
Prabhupada to share krsna-bhakti
all over the world became a life-
transforming inspiration for Mal-
wadkar. Becoming committed to
serious spiritual practice, he soon
received initiation from His Holi-
ness Lokanath Swami, receiving the
name Baladeva Dasa.

Personalized and Personal
BTG Distribution

Inspired by Srila Prabhupada’s
BTG distribution in Delhi, Bala-
deva Dasa took up — as his life’s
mission — the distribution of BTG’s
Marathi avatar, Jau Devachya Gava.
He distributed thousands of BTGs
not only to the hundreds of people
he knew from his earlier life as a
principal, but also to hundreds of
strangers attracted by his gentle and
dignified presentation. Additionally,
he felt inspired to make annual sub-
scriptions for BTG so that people
would have a regular monthly con-
nection with Krsna. Within a short
period, he made hundreds of sub-

scribers. But the infamous unreli-
ability of the Indian postal system
made the delivery of the BTGs
erratic. Greater than the subscrib-
ers’ dissatisfaction at not getting
their money’s worth was Baladeva
Dasa’s dissatisfaction at not being
able to keep his promise to share
Krsna’s magazine regularly. In his
typical roll-up-your-sleeves get-
on-with-the-job attitude, he came
up with a bold quintessentially do-
it-yourself solution: “I will deliver
BTG each month myself.”

That many of his subscribers
lived in cities several hours away
from Pune was no deterrent. That
he would have to spend his own
pension money to finance his distri-
bution journeys was no deterrent.
That he would have to travel in
noisy, stuffy, bumpy buses for sev-
eral days each month was no deter-
rent. Month after month, for over
a dozen years, he hand delivered
BTG to 170 subscribers. For most
of them, he became a loved elderly
relative and a revered messenger
of Krsna. He continued his person-
alized and personal distribution till
nearly the last year of his life
— even after a deadly abdominal
cancer eroded his vitals, and even
after a major surgery sapped his
remaining energy reserves.

A Family United Spiritually
Amidst Calamity

Over a decade before cancer
afflicted him, it took another toll
in his family. In 2001, his wife was
diagnosed with advanced breast
cancer that had spread through
the bones all over her body. He
and his sons gallantly stood by her
side in the last leg of her life, doing
everything possible to assist her

in departing with dignity in Krsna
consciousness. *

Following India’s time-honored
tradition of focusing on God in the
later part of life, Baladeva Dasa
had started minimizing his worldly

* An article about her appeared in
BTG and can be read here: http:/
www.thespiritualscientist.com/2012/04/
how-my-cancer-became-a-blessing/

MAYAPUR INSTITUTE

— Systematic Sastric Studies and Training —

Bhakti-sastri Course — October 29, 2014 — February 18, 2015
(separate classes for men and women)

Jayadvaita Swami ® B.V.V. Narasimha Swami ¢ Kadamba Kanana Swami
B. B. Bhagavata Swami ® Anuradha Devi Dasi ¢ Atul Krsna Dasa
Divyalila Devi Dasi ®© Laksmimani Devi Dasi ¢ Padmanayana Dasa
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Atul Krsna Dasa e Hari Sauri Dasa ¢ Radhika Nagara Dasa
Sure§vara Dasa e VamsSivadana Dasa

Bhaktivaibhava Coursp, Module 2 — November 2, 2014 — February 6, 2015
Srimad-Bhagavatam, Cantos 4—6

Bhanu Swami e Jayadvaita Swami e B.V.V.Narasimha Swami
Candramauli Swami ¢ Kadamba Kanana Swami e Adipurusa Dasa
Atul Krsna Dasa e Carucandra Dasa * Sauri Dasa » Radhika Nagara Dasa
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or write to info@mayapurinstitute.org.
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entanglements, even before he came
to know about his cancer. He sold
both his houses and distributed the
money equally among his three sons.
As two of his sons were brahmacaris
(Siddhnath had become Sankir-
tana Ananda Dasa, and Santosh
had become Sundara Vara Dasa),
he gave their share as a donation to
the Pune temple. Wanting to live in
the temple’s sanctified atmosphere
and attend mangala-arati daily,

he started staying in the temple’s
crowded dormitory, as the small
temple had no private room to offer
him. Although this was a great aus-
terity for him, given his advanced
age and frail health, he accepted it
gracefully and gratefully, focusing
his mind on Krsna and preparing
for the final exam of death.

On his last night, he told his sons, “I feel
as if an electric stove is burning in my

body. Please help me remember Krsna.”

During Baladeva Dasa’s last
months, Sundara Vara Dasa took
off from most of his services as
a senior brahmacari at ISKCON
Pune and focused on taking care of
Baladeva. To offer better care than
what was materially possible in the
temple and spiritually possible in
a hospital, Sundara Vara arranged
for his father’s stay at the hospital-
cum-home of Niraj Kamthe, an
Ayurvedic doctor (Ayurved-
acharya) and devotee, in Saswad,

a suburb near Pune. Niraj Kamthe
arranged one room with the neces-
sary medical facilities for Baladeva
Dasa and another for his caregiver.
In the last month of Baladeva’s life,
Sankirtana Ananda Dasa, who was
now serving as a temple manager
at ISKCON’s Kolkata temple, came
to Pune, and both sons served as
caregivers for their father in the
improvised hospice.

Though his disease had now be-
come devastating, Baladeva Dasa,
far from feeling sorry for himself,
remained in Krsna consciousness,

requesting several of his counselees
to continue his program of personal
delivery of BTG.

He told Sundara Vara, “You are
brahmacaris, meant to serve Krsna.
You shouldn’t be serving me like
this, nor should I be taking service
from you.”

Sundara Vara replied, “If it had
not been for Srila Prabhupada’s
teachings, I would not be serving
you. But having been blessed by
those teachings, I cannot not be
serving you.”

Spiritual Success
Amidst Material Distress

Sarasvati Devi Dasi (Dr. Jadhav),
the surgeon who operated on him
as a last-ditch effort to check the

cancer, noted that though his can-
cer was at an advanced stage where
the pain becomes unbearable and
even drives people mad, Baladeva
Dasa remained stoic and focused
on Krsna.

All who came to see Baladeva
during his last days, he encouraged
to take spiritual life more seriously.

On his last Gaura Purnima, the
appearance day of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, he fasted fully and
remained peaceful throughout the
day.

When asked about his apparent
serenity, he replied, “I just couldn’t
come out of Shantipura.”

His sons understood. He had felt
himself spiritually transported to
Shantipura. During his pilgrimages
to Lord Caitanya’s birthplace in
Mayapur, West Bengal, Baladeva
had felt a mystical connection with
Shantipura (about thirty-five kilo-
meters from Mayapur), the abode
of Advaita Acarya. It was in re-
sponse to Advaita’s fervent petitions
that Lord Caitanya descended.
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About a week before his depar-
ture, Baladeva offered his last
good wishes and farewells to his
relatives.

“Please don’t allow any material
relatives to come to see me,” he
requested. “From now onwards I
want to focus on Vitthala alone.”

On his last night, he told his
sons, “I feel as if an electric stove is
burning in my body. Please help me
remember Krsna.”

Sankirtana Ananda Dasa de-
scribed the spiritual world by recit-
ing and explaining Brahma-sarmihita
verses, and described Krsna’s sweet
glories by reciting and explaining
the Gopi-gita of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam. Becoming spiritually
absorbed, Baladeva Dasa tran-
scended the pain and remained in
devotional consciousness
till morning, when he told
Sankirtana Ananda, “Now
it’s morning — go and chant
your rounds.”

Recognizing signs of
impending death, as
described in Ayurvedic
guidebooks, his sons knew
that the end was now just
minutes away. They called several
more devotees for kirtana. Then
they arranged to phone His Holi-
ness Lokanath Swami, who chanted
the Hare Krsna mantra and encour-
aged his disciple: “Please remember
Krsna.”

Three minutes later, at 6:57 A.M.,
Baladeva Dasa departed from the
world amidst the chanting of the
holy names, leaving behind a leg-
acy of hundreds of hearts that had
come closer to Godhead, inspired
not just by his vigorous distribution
of Back to Godhead, but also by his
dedicated living and leaving on the
path back to Godhead. {3

Caitanya Carana Dasa is a disciple
of His Holiness Radhanath Swami.
He holds a degree in electronic and
telecommunications engineering and
serves full time at ISKCON Pune.
He is the author of eleven books. To
read his other articles or to receive
his daily reflection on the Bhagavad-
gita, “Gita-daily,” visit thespiritual
scientist.com.

SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

Chewing

The Chewed

The following conversation between His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and some of his
disciples took place in May 1974 during a morning walk
in Rome.

Srila Prabhupada: Adanta-gobhir visatar tamisram
punah punas carvita-carvananam. Life after life, peo-

ple are simply trying to enjoy their senses. Life after life,
the same thing over and over again. The same eating, the
same sleeping, the same sexual intercourse, and the same
defending, either as man or as dog. Punah punas carvita-
carvananam: again and again, chewing the chewed.
Whether you become a demigod or a dog, in the material
world everyone is given the facilities for these four things:
eating, sleeping, having sexual intercourse, and defending.

Actually, if some danger were to come now, we
humans might be victims, but a bird would immediately
fly away. So the bird has better facility for defense. Is it
not? Suppose all of a sudden a car came directly at us. We
would be killed. We could not do anything, but even the
smallest bird — “Hut! I’'m leaving!” He can do that. Is it
not so? His defensive measures are better than ours.

Similarly, if we wanted to have sex, we would have to
arrange for it. Find out some mate and a suitable time
and place. But the female bird is always around the male
bird, at any time. Take the sparrows, or the pigeons. Have
you seen? Immediately they are ready for sex. And what
does the bird do about eating? “Oh, there is some fruit.”
Immediately the bird can eat. And sleeping is also easy
and convenient.

So these facilities — don’t think that they are available
only in your skyscrapers. They are available for the birds
and the beasts. It is not that unless you have got a very
nice apartment in the skyscraper, you cannot have all
these facilities of eating, sleeping, defending, and having
sex. You can have them in any material body, in any spe-
cies: Visayah khalu sarvatah syat. Visayah means the facil-
ities for material sense enjoyment. Our process is visaya
chadiya se rase majiya. One has to give up this unsatis-
fying material enjoyment and relish transcendental bliss,
the taste of spiritual enjoyment. It is enjoyment on a
different platform.
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But today people are so be-
fooled by the bodily concept of life
that their only enjoyment is this
material, so-called enjoyment.

So the scriptures advise, “This
temporary, inferior enjoyment is
available in any form of material
life — either as man or as bird or
as beast. Why are you repeatedly
going after this same unsatisfying
enjoyment in all these different spe-
cies of life? Punah punas carvita-
carvananam: In all these different
forms, again and again, you are
doing the same stupid, unsatisfying
thing.”

But matir na krsne paratah svato
va: those who are befooled by
material sensual enjoyment cannot
become Krsna conscious, by their
own endeavor or even by instruc-
tion from a spiritual master. And
mitho "bhipadyeta: these foolish
people may hold many conferences
and meetings to inquire, “What are
the problems of life?” — but still
they cannot take to the process of
Krsna consciousness.

Why? Grha-vratanam: as long as
they have got this determination —
“We shall be happy in this material
world” — they cannot take to Krsna
consciousness. Grha means “home”
and also “body.” Those who are try-
ing to be happy within this material
body — they cannot take to Krsna
consciousness, because adanta-
gobhih: their senses are so uncon-
trolled. Therefore these people
must repeatedly undergo the ordeal
of chewing the chewed. Again and
again, the same sensual enjoyment:
eating, sleeping, mating, and
defending.

Disciple: So our task is to convince
people that they can’t be happy in
the material world?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. And they
have already got very convincing
experience. Daily they are founding
so many parties, manufacturing so
many means and plans and this and
that, but still they are not happy.
And yet they are such great fools
that in spite of being repeatedly
baffled, still they are chewing

what they have already chewed —
the same thing all over again, in
somewhat different forms.
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What is the difference between
the communists and capitalists?
After all, both groups are simply
looking after how they can make
things into a better arrangement for
their own sensual enjoyment. The
two groups are fighting, but every-
one’s aim is grha-vratanam: “We
shall remain within this material
world and be happy here.”

Disciple: The idea is, if we can get
enough food and sex, we will be
happy.

Srila Prabhupada: That’s all. And
then people become impotent. And
they beg the doctor, “Give me some
sex medicine.” You see? Punah
punas carvita-carvananam. Chew-
ing the same old tired thing. And
when they feel disgusted with sex

at home: “Let us go to the prosti-
tute. Let us go to the naked dance.”
They have no other ideas. So this
class of men cannot take to Krsna
consciousness. First of all, one must
be in knowledge — “I am not any-
thing of this material world. I am
spirit soul. My happiness is in the
spiritual world.” Then he is a real
human being and he can make spir-
itual advancement. So the next ques-
tion is, “How can one become inter-
ested in the spirit soul or Krsna
consciousness?” How? This is the
question. Animals — and people like
animals — cannot become interested.

naisam matis tavad urukramanghrim
sprsaty anarthapagamo yad-arthah

mahiyasam pada-rajo-’"bhisekar
niskificananam na vrnita yavat

The Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.5.32)
says, “The consciousness of these
rascals and fools cannot be turned
toward the lotus feet of Lord Sri
Krsna, who acts wonderfully, until
they touch their heads to the lotus
feet of a devotee of the Lord who is
niskificana, who has nothing to gain
in this material world and is simply
interested in Krsna.”

If you get the opportunity of
touching your head to the lotus feet
or even the dust of the lotus feet of
such a great devotee, your spiritual
advancement is possible. Otherwise,
it is not. The dust of the lotus feet
of a great devotee can help you. &3

HOW I CAME TO KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS

METAMORPHOSIS

From Judaism to Vaisnavism

“Merciful music and Krsna’s transformative power
saved me from a life of impersonalism.”

HAT WAS 1, a nice
Jewish fellow, doing
in front of the Radha-

Krsna temple? I didn’t fit in
there with the Indian culture. I
couldn’t relate to the women in
saris. [ wasn’t wearing a dhoti. I
wasn’t wearing tilaka. I didn’t
belong there. Maybe I should
have gone back to my local syna-
gogue and looked for God
there. That’s where I belonged.
But I didn’t go there. I per-
sisted in looking for my self-
realization at this ISKCON
Temple in Philadelphia.

My spiritual journey included
Conservative Judaism, Native
American Vision Quests, and
various forms of Hinduism.
Eventually I found true mean-
ing in being a Vaisnava.

When I was eight years old
I began going to Hebrew School

to prepare for my Bar Mitzvah. I didn’t know what
God looked like or what He did, and I didn’t care
much for God at the time. At Hebrew School we stud-
ied the Torah, the holy book worshiped by Conserva-

by Len Cohen

ese(q elerewex

tive Jews. But the best part of my experience there was  answer was yes.

when a man named Schlomo came to our classroom
with his accordion to sing Israeli folk songs. His short
red hair gleamed with sweat as he belted out his songs
in Hebrew. We all sang along vigorously. Finally some-
thing in Hebrew School meant something to me: music.

I could understand it.

Unable to name more
than three of the Ten Com-
mandments, [ flunked my Bar
Mitzvah test. I wasn’t inter-
ested in religious things. My
parents rarely went to syna-
gogue. When Chanukah came
around, they embarrassed me
by displaying a plastic electric
menorah in our front window.
They were not devout, reli-
gious Jews, but like the rest
of my neighbors, they liked
to keep up the appearance of
Judaism. They were “show-
bottle” Jews.

My Bar Mitzvah

It was November 1963, and
President Kennedy had been
assassinated the week before.
The whole country was in

mourning. Kennedy pieces filled the newspapers, maga-
zines, and television. But I had passed my Bar Mitzvah
exam on retake, and I was concerned only about myself.
Would I still be Bar Mitzvahed that weekend? The

Soon I was on the bimah, the raised platform with
a desk for reading the sacred Torah. Standing in front
of the congregation and next to the rabbi, I sang the
shema, the most important prayer in Judaism, and took
my aliyah, reading from the Torah. I enjoyed being the
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center of everyone’s attention, and
I was excited to be so close to the
holy book. At the end of the ser-
vice, the rabbi handed me some-
thing packaged in an ornate box
on behalf of the congregation’s sis-
terhood. What wonderful object
could be inside? In the privacy of
my home I opened the gift. It was a
kiddush cup for drinking wine.

I suffered in Hebrew School for
five years, 1 thought, and all I got
for my Bar Mitzvah was a lousy
kiddush cup?

That evening, with my parents
in tow, I went to the premier hotel
in Philadelphia for my Bar Mitzvah
celebration. All the men wore tux-
edos, even me. Music still appealed
to me. The bandleader said it was
time to dance to a tune called

After exploring mystical Judaism
and Tibetan Buddhism, in August
of 1997 I went on my first Vision
Quest. I went to find out who I was
and what my service to God was.
The Vision Quest was a wilderness
rite of passage involving purification
in a sweat lodge and then sleeping
and fasting on an isolated moun-
taintop for four days. I was badly
in need of an emotional tune-up to
get some direction in my life. I was
forty-seven years old and firmly
in the grip of a midlife crisis. I had
gone through two marriages, had
a daughter in California I barely
knew, and had tried various drugs
without finding happiness. The idea
of climbing a mountain and fasting
to seek answers to the question of
my life appealed to my biblical sen-

When returning to base camp I had a
mystical experience — for hours | heard a

heavenly choir singing in a high pitch.

“Who’s Got the Bug?” I'd been look-
ing forward to this Bar Mitzvah
tradition. It had little to do with
spirituality, and more to do with me
getting to show off a little.

I took center stage. When the
wild music started, I danced like a
monkey with a severe case of fleas.
I scratched and jumped, grimaced,
and flung my arms out wildly — a
brave performance for such a shy,

nerdy kid with black-framed glasses.

My braces-filled mouth grinned

as I whirled around. This was fun!
Eventually, I got tired and someone
else “got the bug.” Music had saved
me again. Thank you, Schlomo, and
thank you, Bar Mitzvah.

Vision Quest

Years later, after I finished graduate
school, I worked as a counselor in
many schools, but I felt I was only
going through the motions in my
job. There was a hole in my heart,
and I didn’t know how to fill it.
Something was missing.

sibilities. Maybe this was what a Jew
should do. I would suffer as Job did,
submit myself to a lot of austerities,
and hope for a mystical vision.

I flew to Telluride, Colorado, and
drove past majestic Mount Wilson,
my ultimate destination. Rising up
14,252 feet in a symmetrical line of
jagged peaks, Mount Wilson was
framed by a beautiful cloudless tur-
quoise sky. The pyramidal snow-
dusted summit reflected the silver
beams of a full moon. It was a
magnificent sight.

The next day, after being purified
in the sweat lodge, I hefted my fifty-
pound backpack and began to hike
up Mount Wilson with my fellow
Vision-Questers.

On the way up I wondered: Will
I actually see God up there? What
will He or She look like? Will He
look like the bearded old man in
Michelangelo’s painting? Maybe
God will take on the appearance of
a burning bush or a cloud overhead,
as in the Old Testament.

I didn’t have a clue what God
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looked like or how He spent His
time.

I reached the summit, found an
isolated place to camp, and began
my fast. After four days, when
returning to base camp I had a mys-
tical experience. (Maybe starving
for four days had something to do
with it!) For hours I heard a heav-
enly choir singing in a high pitch.

I didn’t know who was singing or
what they were saying, but I was
impressed. Gradually, this divine
singing faded away, and I went back
to my life in the material world.

While this “heavenly choir”
was a revelation to me, in the end
I found that the Vision Quest
path was too impractical. I had
to undergo severe austerities to
achieve any result. How could I go
to work after fasting and hallucinat-
ing for days? And I still didn’t know
what I was supposed to do for the
rest of my life.

Radha-Krsna Temple

I was just another lost soul in maya,
still searching for that elusive God.
I didn’t know what else to do, so 1
kept doing what I had always done:
I worked in the material world.
Every day I passed the Radha-
Krsna temple on my way home
from work as an elementary school
counselor, but I was afraid to go

in. What would I do there? I didn’t
identify with the dark-skinned men
who sometimes wore extra-long
shirts and Gandhi-esque pants. I
clearly didn’t belong.

Still, I became interested in
Indian culture, so I began to take
sitar lessons from a talented Mus-
lim musician. He played sitar, tabla,
and a bass sitar his uncle invented,
called the surbahar. I took lessons
for several years; music was still
very important to me.

One day I met the head pajari of
the Radha-Krsna temple. She was
taking voice lessons from my sitar
teacher, and she invited me to the
temple for lunch. Finally, here was
my in! I went to the temple the next
afternoon, and soon I was going
there every Friday night. We sang
bhajanas, the pijari leading, accom-

panying herself on the harmonium.
Even though I didn’t know the
meaning of the Sanskrit and Ben-
gali words, I would sit on the floor,
face the deities of Radha and
Krsna, and repeat with my heart
what I heard. I connected with the
spiritual aspect of the music. I could
see God up there on the altar. He
and His consort looked beautiful.
Finally I knew what God looked
like.

The bhajanas transported me to
the spiritual realm even though I
didn’t know what I was singing. For
the short time I chanted, I could
taste bliss and happiness. I was
finally communing with God, a God
with a real face, a bluish cowherd
boy who dressed in yellow, played a
flute, and wore a peacock feather in
His turban.

The temple was immaculate. The
marble floor was checkered in black
and white, and the life-sized statue

A Paus

of Srila Prabhupada, the founder of
the Hare Krsna movement, sat on
his raised seat with a great view of
the deities. He wore a knitted wool
cap to keep out the November chill.
His meditation bag was close at
hand.

In our bhajana band I played
my sitar, the head piijari was on
vocals and harmonium, the temple
president’s son was on tablas, and
a female devotee played the esraj.
Soon we performed for the entire
Hare Krsna community. We sang
about Krsna, the beautiful boy who
is also God. In my soul, singing
about the Lord seemed right.

After our performance, we
joined everyone in an exuberant
kirtana, followed by a delicious
feast of Krsna prasada.

Surely the music and the food
were central to my attraction to the
temple. Through the music, I discov-
ered I had a connection to God that

we all have in our heart. I had com-
pleted my journey and found what
I was looking for all of this time:
Krsna. Before Krsna consciousness,
I was lost in the material world, but
now I felt more peaceful and had a
genuine spiritual grounding. My life
was uplifted.

My wife and I were married in a
Vedic ceremony in my home a year
later. We have now been married
ten years. We have a beautiful tem-
ple room in our house and regularly
read from Srimad-Bhagavatam.
Chanting Hare Krsna has made me
more self-realized, and I hope I can
become a selfless servant of God.
Additionally, I chant with devotees
in public, attend Rathayatras, Sun-
day feasts, and major temple festi-
vals, and I think about how best to
serve Krsna. This is the story of how
one Conservative Jew transformed
into a devotee of Krsna. Jaya Sri
Krsna sankirtana! €3

e for Prayer

O Supreme Lord, the living entities in this world
are bewildered by Your illusory energy. Becom-

real object of my love.

ing involved in the false concepts of ‘I’ and ‘my,” they are
forced to wander along the paths of fruitive work. I too
am deluded in this way, O almighty Lord, foolishly think-
ing my body, children, home, wife, money, and followers

to be real, though they are actually as unreal as a dream.
Thus mistaking the temporary for the eternal, my body for
my self, and sources of misery for sources of happiness, I
have tried to take pleasure in material dualities. Covered
in this way by ignorance, I could not recognize You as the

Just as a fool overlooks a body of water covered by

the vegetation growing in it and chases a mirage, so I have turned away from You. My intelli-
gence is so crippled that I cannot find the strength to curb my mind, which is disturbed by
material desires and activities and constantly dragged here and there by my obstinate senses.
Being thus fallen, I am approaching Your feet for shelter, O Lord, because although the
impure can never attain Your feet, I think it is nevertheless possible by Your mercy. Only when
one’s material life has ceased, O lotus-naveled Lord, can one develop consciousness of You by

serving Your pure devotees.”

— Sri Akriira to Lord Visnu, S’rimad-Bhdgavatam 10.40.23-28
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Considering that rainbows are visible only when certain conditions
are met, one may reasonably ask, “Who set the conditions?”

by Damodara Nityananda Dasa
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that normal white light is com-

posed of all the colors. By re-
fracting (bending) light through a
glass prism, he separated it into its
component colors. Then, by send-
ing the refracted light back through
another prism, he combined the
components back into white light,
proving that the prism itself wasn’t
creating the colors. He also figured
out that many materials refract light,
including water. Raindrops refract-
ing and reflecting light are the key
to producing a rainbow, which, he
concluded, is a successful collabora-
tion between the sun, zillions of
tiny raindrops (sometimes less than
one millimeter across), and our
eyes, which must be observing those
raindrops at just the right angles.

Three conditions are mandatory

to see a rainbow. First, the sun needs
to be behind us. Second, there must

l N 1666 NEWTON demonstrated

be raindrops ahead of us, whether
miles or a few hundred feet away.
Third, the sunlight must reach the
raindrops without any obstruction,
such as clouds. When a ray of light
enters a raindrop and refracts, it
separates into component colors.
Red light refracts, or bends, the
least, while violet light refracts the
most. The different-colored rays
travel toward the back of the rain-
drop. Some of the light exits, but
some of it bounces back at an angle,
towards the front of the raindrop.
Some of the light reflects more than
once, but to keep this discussion
simple, I'll restrict it to the light
that reflects just once. When light
exits the front of the drop, some of
it again refracts, separating the
colored rays still further.

Key to why we see a rainbow is
that red light exits the raindrop at
angles that are always smaller than

42 degrees from the direction of
the sunlight entering the drop. And
this is the same for all raindrops, for
the sun is very far away. The angle
at which the red light exists can be
anything less than 42 degrees, and
the maximum angle is different for
different colors. For violet light, the
maximum angle is about 40 degrees.
The different maximum angles for
each color account for the stripes in
the rainbow.

How does one spot a rainbow
under the right conditions? Facing
the rain, imagine a line from the
sun, through your head, and to the
far end of your shadow. The higher
the sun, the steeper this line is and
the shorter your shadow. At about
42 degrees away from that line —
straight up, to the right or left — one
can see the red band. At about 40
degrees away from it — up, right or
left — one can see the violet band.

“The whole cosmic order is under Me.
By My will it is manifested again and again.”
— Bhagavad-gita (9.8)
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Since the 40-degree band is closer
to the imaginary line than the
42-degree band, the violet band is
on the inside of the red band, with
the other colors in between.

Now you might wonder, at the
maximum angle for violet light,
do we see only violet light? After
all, red light can also emerge at
40 degrees, as it is smaller than 42
degrees. The answer is that at the
maximum angle for any color, that
color dominates. And why is the
rainbow a bow and not straight?
Go back to that imaginary line
from your head to the end of your
shadow. When you measure 42
degrees in all directions — away
from the imaginary line — you are
tracing an arc of color. But not all

rainbows are full arcs; some are just

little pieces. That happens when
there aren’t enough raindrops in
all directions or when certain parts
of the rainbow are in the shadow
of obstructing clouds. When the
sun is high, the rainbow may just
peek above the horizon, whereas
just before sunset or around sun-
rise, when the sun is low and your
shadow is long, then a rainbow may
be enormous.

The Challenge of
Universal Constants

Modern science can’t explain why
the physical laws are as they are, or
why the universal constants have
the values they have. However,
when we look closely at the Vedic
scriptures we get much insight.
When I said that we cannot see the
light from the raindrops beyond 42
degrees, did it occur to you that it
is 42 degrees because that’s how it
is ordained by the Supreme Lord’s
inconceivable energy? If yes, then
you are fortunate, for you can eas-
ily learn all there is to know about
rainbows and beyond. If no, then
while you can find out experimen-
tally that it is indeed 42 degrees,
you may erroneously infer that it
randomly happens under “right
conditions” for the rainbow to be
visible to your eyes. That inference

is precarious, for you would explore

ways to deny the supreme intel-

ligent designer, who through His
diverse energies creates wonder-
ful precise art like a rainbow. And
not just rainbows; there is a perfect
brain behind all the natural physical
laws. “Brain” implies a person. That
person, Lord Krsna, is the supreme
scientist under whose will the whole
cosmos works. In Bhagavad-gita
(9.8) He says, prakrtirm svam avasta-
bhya visrjami punah punah: “The
whole cosmic order is under Me. By
My will it is manifested again and
again.”

A rainbow governed by pre-
cise scientific laws of reflection
and refraction is also a work of art.
When the right conditions are met,

a rainbow can manifest by the sub-
tle energies of the Supreme Lord,
just as a rose can bloom overnight
because of those same energies.
Krsna is the greatest artist. When
we observe the artistic work in a
rainbow, we can understand that
the color adjustment, the shape, and
so on, have demanded the minute
attention of an intelligent designer,
for if the rainbow were truly random,
why would it follow exact laws of
certain angular shifts? But the gross
materialist, not seeing the hand of
God in such manifestations, con-
cludes that the Absolute Truth is
impersonal. Actually, the Abso-

lute is personal, but independent.

Sunlight
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When Lord Krsna entered Dvaraka, it appeared “as if a dark cloud were surrounded
simultaneously by the sun, moon, lightning, and rainbows.”

Unless engaged in His service
one cannot fathom how He acts.
Everything is revealed in loving
devotional service.

Indra and the Sun-God

The Supreme Lord does not per-
sonally paint the rainbows, for His
energies in the form of demigods
such as the sun-god and the rain-
god (Indra) act in unison. Rainbows
only appear to come into being
without an artist’s aid. In the normal
course, Lord Indra and the sun-

god are involved together in the
creation of rainbows, which occur
under prescribed laws. But since
Indra and the sun-god are spe-
cially empowered, there is excep-
tion to the laws if these demigods
so desire. For instance, at the out-
set of the battle between Indra’s
son Arjuna and the sun-god’s son
Karna, an interesting symbolic con-

frontation took place between
Indra and the sun-god. Thunder-
ing clouds that flashed with light-
ning suddenly covered the sky, and
without the cooperation of the sun,
a profusion of rainbows appeared.
Seeing Lord Indra affectionately
sending his signs to encourage his
son Arjuna and forecast his victory,
the sun vanquished the clouds that
came too near his son Karna. Thus
Arjuna was covered by the shadow
of Indra’s clouds, whereas Karna
was fully exposed, bathed in the
rays of the sun.

The word guna can mean “string’
or “mode.” Just as a rainbow has no
string, the appearance of the Per-
sonality of Godhead has nothing
to do with the modes of material
nature. Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.20.
18) states: “When the curved bow
of Indra [the rainbow] appeared in
the sky, which had the quality of
thundering sound, it was unlike ordi-

i

nary bows because it did not rest
upon a string. Similarly, when the
Supreme Lord appears in this world,
which is the interaction of the ma-
terial qualities, He is unlike ordi-
nary persons because He remains
free from all material qualities and
independent of all material condi-
tions.” In their purport to this verse,
the disciples of Srila Prabhupada
quote his commentary:

Sometimes, in addition to the
roaring thunder of the clouds,
there is an appearance of a rain-
bow, which stands as a bow with-
out a string. Usually, a bow stays
in the curved position because it
is tied at its two ends by the bow-
string; but in the rainbow there is
no such string, and yet it rests in
the sky so beautifully. Similarly,
when the Supreme Personality
of Godhead descends to this ma-
terial world, He appears just like
an ordinary human being, but He
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is not resting on any material con-
dition. In the Bhagavad-gita, the
Lord says that He appears by His
internal potency, which is free
from the bondage of the external
potency.

The bow of the Supreme Lord or
His intimate devotee like Arjuna is
often compared to a rainbow.
When Hanuman met Rama and
Laksmana at the edge of the lake
by Rishyamukha Hill, he prostrated
himself before the princes and in-
quired respectfully, “What brings you
two shining ascetics to this region?
You appear like a pair of royal sages
fit to rule the entire world, and Your
massive bows glow like rainbows.”

Majestic rainbows remind us of the supreme
inconceivable intelligence and the ability of

compared to lightning. And the
flower garlands on His chest are
compared to a rainbow. So all
these activities of the firmament,
being impossible simultaneous
factors, cannot be adjusted by com-
parison. The adjustment is pos-
sible only when we think of the
inconceivable potency of the Lord.
The Lord is all-powerful, and in
His presence anything impossible
can be made possible by His in-
conceivable energy. But the situa-
tion created at the time of His pass-
ing on the roads of Dvaraka was
beautiful and could not be com-
pared to anything besides the
description of natural phenomena.

All laws are subservient to Him.

the supreme scientist, Sr1 Krsna.

Now, consider what Srimad-
Bhagavatam (1.11.27) states: “As
the Lord passed along the public
road of Dvaraka, His head was
protected from the sunshine by a
white umbrella. . . . His yellow gar-
ments and garlands of flowers made
it appear as if a dark cloud were
surrounded simultaneously by
the sun, moon, lightning, and rain-
bows.” How is a magnificent rain-
bow possible when dark clouds
surround the sun? As if anticipat-
ing this question, Srila Prabhupada
answers:

The sun, moon, rainbow, and
lightning do not appear in the sky
simultaneously. When there is sun,
the moonlight becomes insignifi-
cant, and if there are clouds and a
rainbow, there is no manifestation
of lightning. The Lord’s bodily
hue is just like a new monsoon
cloud. He is compared herein to
the cloud. The white umbrella
over His head is compared to the
sun. The movement of the bunch-
hair fan of flukes [hair] is com-
pared to the moon. The showers
of flowers are compared to the
stars. His yellow garments are

One Among Countless Stars

Given that mere reflections and
refractions of sun rays create splen-
dors like rainbows at certain con-
ditions, fathom this: the sun is only
one of the countless stars in the sky.
By using thermal, electrical, and
nuclear powerhouses, the scien-
tific brain supplies heat, light, and
energy to some extent, but Lord
Krsna provides the whole planet
with unlimited energy from just one
sun. He says in the Bhagavad-gita
(15.12), “The splendor of the sun,
which dissipates the darkness of
this whole world, comes from Me.”
The light of the sun originally ema-
nates from the brahmajyoti, the
effulgence of the Lord.

Everything is ultimately an
expansion of Krsna, and therefore
there is no other object of medita-
tion besides Krsna. A bhakti-yogi
is fixed in devotional service at all
times, and whatever he sees, such as
the resplendent rainbows, contrib-
utes to his appreciation of Krsna,
the Supreme Personality of God-
head, and meditation on Him. The
exquisite beauty of rainbows and
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the precise reflections and refrac-
tions involved in their formation
remind him of the Supreme Lord’s
perfect design. Krsna is the source
of all rainbows.

Scientists are accorded great
acclaim for a few spaceships, while
Krsna effortlessly creates gigantic
planets and stars, and perfectly
maintains them. He says in the
Bhagavad-gita (15.13), gam avisya
ca bhutani dharayamy aham ojasa:
“I enter into each planet, and by
My energy they stay in orbit.” The
laws made by the supreme brain
are perfect. The sun never rises
in the west and never sets in the
east, nor is the colorful rainbow
seen when the sun is ahead

of us.

Indeed, majestic rain-
bows remind us of the
supreme inconceivable
intelligence and the abil-
ity of the supreme scien-
tist, Sri Krsna. Therefore,
let us glorify the source of
rainbows through the sec-
ond stanza from Sri Vraja-

Raja-Sutastakam (“Eight Prayers
Glorifying the Son of the King of
Vraja”):

bhru-visankita-vankima-sakru-
dhanum

mukha-candra-vinindita-koti-
vidhum

mrdu-manda-suhasya-subhasya-
yutam

bhaja krsna-nidhiv vraja-raja-
sutam

“He whose broadly bending eye-
brows appear like arched rainbows,
whose pure moonlike face belit-
tles millions of moons, who is
endowed with sweet gentle smiles
and pleasant speech — just worship
Krsna, the dark jewel, the son of
the King of Vraja.” &3

Damodara Nityananda Dasa (Dr.
Dipankar Deb) is a disciple of His
Holiness Bhakti Vikasa Swami. He
holds a Ph.D. degree in electrical
engineering from the University of
Virginia and is the author of an up-
coming book, Science, Nescience
and Perfect Design.

Photo: Yamaraja Dasa

Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare

Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare

PRONUNCIATION: ha-ray, krish-na, ra-ma (rthymes with “drama”).
To hear Srila Prabhupada chanting, go to krishna.com/hare-krishna-maha-mantra.




TOVP The Future in
The Making

Metaphorically, prominent acaryas in T

HE CONSTRUCTION of the Temple of the
Vedic Planetarium (TOVP) — the biggest
Vedic temple in the world — is well under-
way in the holy town of Mayapur, West Bengal.
N . | Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who is Sri
by A] 1ta Nimai1 Dasa Krsna Himself in the role of His own devotee,
appeared in Mayapur in 1486 CE and inaugu-
rated the sankirtana movement of the congrega-
tional chanting of God’s names.
His movement has since spread
all over the world through the
unyielding dedication of His
devotees. The most notable
recent devotee was His
Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.
While the move-
ment he founded,
the International
Society for Krishna
Consciousness (ISK-
' ] 2| i g I e = =« CON), continues to
kL LN “alTT i, y roAm ' Tl expand the sankirtana
Tt lef.& =l [ W - s - ; movement’s enlighten-
JARERy . x ing influence in various
ways, the TOVP is its
biggest construction project
today.

Lord Caitanya’s line laid the foundation
for the Temple of the Vedic Planetarium.

Workers atop one of the corner towers

(main photo) help give a sense of the

size of the structure, shown above in a
computer-graphics illustration.



The Future Rests on the Past

The TOVP is far from complete,
and the same can be said of the
astronomical mission of the sari-
kirtana movement. But their cur-
rent state points to a magnificent
future for both. The future rests on
the past, and deep appreciation of
the past Vedic culture can inspire a
stupendous future for Vedic proj-
ects today. The Vedic literature
asserts that the Vedic tradition is
not only old, but timeless. When
introducing to Arjuna the topic of
transcendental knowledge, Lord
Krsna tells him:

imam vivasvate yogam
proktavan aham avyayam

vivasvan manave praha
manur iksvakave ’bravit

The view from the
Ganges (right).
Below: the frame
for the main
dome. Opposite
page: members

of ISKCON’s
governing body
and others get a
close-up look.
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“I instructed this imper-
ishable science of yoga
to the sun-god, Vivasvan,
and Vivasvan instructed
it to Manu, the father
of mankind, and Manu
in turn instructed it to
Iksvaku.” (Gita 4.1)
Srila Prabhupada writes
in his purport that this
knowledge has been
extant in human society
for at least two million
years. The sacred sys-
tem of parampara (dis-
ciplic succession) keeps
the knowledge flowing
from one generation to
the next. But this cur-
rent of spirituality must
not be taken for granted. Its carri-
ers at any time in history are always
up against the opposing undercur-
rent of materialism that character-
izes the material world. Time and
again this untiring, sinister current
sidelines the spiritual current and
becomes prominent in the world,
creating tough times for the bearers
of the parampara system.

To set things right, sometimes
Krsna descends to reveal spiritual
knowledge. About five thousand
years ago He spoke the Gita to
Arjuna in the dramatic setting of a
world war.

sa evayam maya te ‘dya
yogah proktah puratanah

bhakto ’si me sakha ceti
rahasyam hy etad uttamam

“[Because it has been lost in the
course of time,] that very ancient
science of the relationship with the
Supreme is today told by Me to
you because you are My devotee as
well as My friend and can therefore
understand the transcendental
mystery of this science.” (Gita 4.3)
And then five hundred years ago
Lord Caitanya revealed the same
knowledge once again by teaching

and exemplifying the practical mes-
sage of devotion. At other times,
the acaryas, prominent links in the
parampara chain, keep the message
alive and distribute it profusely. The
TOVP is a tribute to the glorious
acaryas of Lord Caitanya’s Gaudiya
Vaisnava parampara.

It’s not easy to keep a flame burn-
ing in turbulent winds. It’s tougher
still to light more lamps in the pro-
cess. While all links in the param-
para are praiseworthy, those who
operate in turbulent anti-spiritual
times to create a blazing spiritual
movement are extra special.
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After Lord Caitanya and the
Six Gosvamis of Vrindavan left this
world, by an inconceivable arrange-
ment of the Lord the sarnkirtana
movement gradually disintegrated.
By the 1700s, the ruling Moghul
invaders had wantonly destroyed
many temples in Vrindavan. Devo-
tees were living under the constant
threat of Moghul cruelty. During
these oppressive times, Srila Visva-
natha Cakravarti Thakura held
the fort for Gaudiya Vaisnavism in
Vrindavan. Despite the times, he
produced literary works full of deep
spiritual realizations about Vrin-
davan. When the very authenticity
of Gaudiya Vaisnavism was under
attack, ViSvanatha’s ardent follower
Srila Baladeva Vidyabhiisana pro-
duced a landmark commentary on
the Vedanta-sitras: the Govinda
Bhasya. Despite determined oppo-
sition, these dcaryas not only kept
the tradition alive, but also pro-
duced literature that is today a
signature of Gaudiya Vaisnavism.
By the 1800s, the British were
o . - ruling India. Their goal was to oblit-
=2 1otus Building . erate Vedic literature and culture.
1'11’., I H-! i 7 Fa The British-run educational system
i e Temple 7 : . taught that the Vedic literature is
. - : full of fantastic mythological nar-
: Coheh s o ol g rations with no connection to real-
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I j: ; i - L young Indian intellectuals to reject
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Vedic schools of thought, includ-
ing Gaudiya Vaisnavism, then in a
pathetic state. Many groups pro-
claiming to be Gaudiya Vaisnavas
had cropped up. But their behav-
ior and philosophical understand-
ing were far removed from the
pure teachings of Lord Caitanya.
Like the mud-born lotus, amidst
such harsh, filthy, anti-spiritual cir-
cumstances appeared Srila Bhakti-
vinoda Thakura. He struggled hard
against the strong opposing currents
to establish the pure original teach-
ings of Gaudiya Vaisnavism. He
wrote extensively, preached door-
to-door in villages, and published
authentic philosophical works of
the Six Gosvamis. His son Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
carried forward his father’s mission
with fiery zeal, establishing sixty-
four Gaudiya Matha temples all
over India. His foremost disciple,
Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, established ISKCON.
Volumes of books describe his
monumental life and spectacular
success. But we must not forget the
hardships he underwent to serve his
spiritual master and Lord Caitanya,
driven by his compassion for us.

If we deeply appreciate what
these exalted dacaryas have done for
Krsna, the world, and us, we will
always worship them within our
hearts with gratitude and affection.
The TOVP will express these highly
elevated spiritual feelings by plac-
ing fifteen acaryas — from the Six
Gosvamis to Srila Prabhupada — on
the main altar. This will be the first
time in Gaudiya Vaisnava history
that so many past acaryas reside
on the main altar of a temple. Ded-
icated artists are using the latest
technology and careful research to
create lifelike deities portraying
the mood and personality of each
acarya. Unlike the Lord, who can
accomplish everything effortlessly,
these acaryas toiled unimaginably
hard. They used their spiritual acu-
men while depending on the Lord’s
mercy alone. They accomplished
what is ordinarily impossible. The
TOVP is a salute to their sacrifices
and contributions. Indeed, the
TOVP and the sarnkirtana mission
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are growing all over the world on the
philosophical, institutional, literary,
and cultural foundation they laid.

Taking Shape

Phase One of the TOVP construc-
tion is near completion. It consists
of the RCC (reinforced cement con-
crete) framework of columns, the
brickwork, and the massive domes
that will be the most striking fea-
ture of the temple. The RCC frame-

work is complete. The spaces are
now well defined, the structure’s
immensity apparent. The brickwork
is defining the edges of the building,
which has started looking more like

Artists work on models of prominent
Gaudiya Vaisnava acaryas (above
and left). Top right and right: workers
prepare a floor for the next stage.




a temple than a construction site.
The third ring of concrete and steel
forming the central dome is under
construction. The domes will be
ready by the first quarter of 2015.
The best waterproofing company
in the world is using the best tech-
nology to protect the superstructure
against cracks and water seepage.
The goal is to construct a building
that will last for at least a thousand
years without needing renovation.
The massive structure of the TOVP
is already visible from miles away.
Residents of the area, who could

already see Srila Prabhupada’s
Samadhi, can now see his gift to
Lord Caitanya.

Phase Two will be all about the
finishing, interior and exterior.
There will be at least twenty-two
types of finishing work, including
carpentry, woodwork, flooring,
doors, and windows. Also included
are the astonishing gold work and

A crane lowers a steel panel into
place in the main dome (below).
At right, work progresses on the
dome’s second ring.

marble cladding, and the kalasa
(“pitcher”) on top of each of the
three domes. Apart from the gold
inlays inside the temple, the domes
will be decorated on the outside by
a mesh of gold work. Spotless white
marble for the interiors and the
exteriors of the temple has started
arriving from Vietnam. Exquisite,
rare dark-blue marble has arrived
from Bolivia for embellishing the
gorgeous altar in the central dome.
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Work has started on the design
of the kalasa, which symbolizes
abundance, growth, and new life.
The kalasa on top of the central
dome will be four stories (sixty-
eight feet) tall. It will be coated
with the extremely hard ceramic
material known as titanium nitride
(TiN), which looks like gold, lasts
very long, and will make the kalasa
maintenance free.

A team of artists considers every

£

detail of the various aspects of the
design. Each component gets pains-
taking attention before getting final-
ized. The temple site is clean. The con-
struction work is of the highest
quality, ensured not only by strict
monitoring of the work but also by
inspiring the workers. Recently all
the workers attended a class on the
importance and significance of the
project.

From the top of the central dome

T o |#‘_.

will hang the world’s largest chan-
delier, one of Srila Prabhupada’s
most cherished ideas for the tem-
ple. It will depict the structure of
the universe as described in the
Srimad-Bhagavatam, as well as the
spiritual world beyond, up to the
highest spiritual planet, Goloka
Vrndavana. Visitors will be able to
study the universe from multiple
levels. Galleries and exhibits at each
level will explain the purpose of the
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universe and its various aspects. The
highest level will take visitors on a
tour of the spiritual world.

Srila Prabhupada’s Desire

Srila Prabhupada used to say that
Bombay was his office, Vrindavan
his home, and Mayapur his place
of worship. On Lord Caitanya’s
order, the Six Gosvamis discovered
and excavated many holy places
in Vrindavan, Krsna’s town. Simi-
larly, recent Gaudiya acaryas con-
tributed immensely to Mayapur,
Lord Caitanya’s town. Srila Bhakti-
vinoda Thakura discovered Lord
Caitanya’s birthplace. Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati Thakura dis-
covered many pastime places of
Lord Caitanya and founded the
Gaudiya Matha, with a prominent
branch — the Sri Caitanya Matha —
in Mayapur. Similarly, the TOVP
will be Srila Prabhupada’s most
striking contribution to Mayapur,
his place of worship.

Centuries ago, devoted kings
built grand temples. For example,

the massive temple of Ranganath
Swamy (a reclining form of Lord
Visnu) in Trichy, Tamil Nadu, was
built between the eleventh and sev-
enteenth centuries CE. During

this period, the rulers of the region
changed, but all of them gave par-
amount importance to the temple’s
construction. Times have changed.
The rulers of the India don’t build
temples anymore. Temples are now
built by raising funds from the pub-
lic. Mayapur is the international
headquarters of ISKCON. Conse-
quently, the TOVP is not a local
temple of Mayapur or even India.
Due the interconnected nature

of modern times, and the interna-
tional outreach of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s ISKCON, the TOVP is an
international temple for the entire
population of the earth.

Srila Prabhupada taught his fol-
lowers to desire big for the service
of Krsna. The TOVP was one of
Srila Prabhupada’s grandest desires.
The desires of pure devotees are
fulfilled by the Lord Himself. For
example, years before Srila Prabhu-

pada started ISKCON, he had a
desire to build a grand temple in
Juhu, Bombay. Years later the land-
mark Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari Tem-
ple manifested. The TOVP team
would like to move the deities —

the Panca Tattva, Sri Sri Radha-
Madhava and the Eight Gopis, and
Lord Nrsimhadeva — into the TOVP
by 2022. When devotees of the Lord
come together and cooperate in the
spirit of gratitude and love, anything
is possible. €3

Ajita Nimai Dasa is a disciple of His
Holiness Radhanath Swami. He is a
member of the congregation of the
Sri Sri Radha Vrindavan Chandra
Temple (aka NVCC) in Pune, India.
He has a master’s degree in computer
science from IIT Bombay and works
with Symantec Corporation as a
senior manager.

Website: www.tovp.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/tovp.
mayapur

YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/
tovpinfo

LOOKING FOR NEWS OF THE
HARE KRSNA MOVEMENT?

Log on to www.iskconnews.org
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The Internet is
the ideal place
for timely news,
and iskcon.
com, run by
ISKCON Com-
munications,
maintains an
active news
page. So wheth-
er you want

to see what’s
happening in
ISKCON or
have some
news to report,
log on to
www.iskcon
news.org.
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LIMITED CONSCIOUSNESS
(continued from page 10)

Samo damas tapah Saucar
ksantir arjavam eva ca

jiAanam vijiianam astikyam
brahma-karma svabhava-jam

“Peacefulness, self-control, auster-
ity, purity, tolerance, honesty, knowl-
edge, wisdom, and religiousness —
these are the natural qualities by
which the brahmanas work.” (Gita
18.42) One who has the brahminical
qualities can understand his rela-
tionship with the Supreme Lord.

The example of a spark is given
to explain the situation of the jiva
under the influence of each of the
three qualities: When a spark falls
on dry grass, the grass becomes
blazing. If the spark falls on wet
ground, the glowing quality may
remain for some time, but it will
be extinguished. And if the spark
falls on water, it is extinguished.
Similarly, when the living entity
comes to this material world, if by
chance he is in the association of
the quality of goodness he keeps
his God consciousness. If he is in
the association of passion, he is
materially busy. And if he associ-
ates with the quality of ignorance,
he becomes an animal or an
animal-like man.

This Krsna consciousness move-
ment is giving everyone the chance
to glow again by association with
Krsna. If you put that spark — or
that extinguished charcoal — into
the fire, it will again light. Similarly
this Krsna consciousness move-

STAY INFORMED
&INSPIRED

Sign up for these free email services from Krishna.com
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“Srila Prabhupada Meditations”
Weekly quotes, remembrances, photos, audio/video.

“Krishna Meditations Weekly”
Short and sweet inspiring words about
Krishna and His pastimes.

“Picture-a-week”
Windows on the spiritual world.
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ment is trying to bring forth again
the dormant Krsna consciousness in
every living entity.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu has
said,

nitya-siddha krsna-prema ‘sadhya’
kabhu naya
Sravanadi-Suddha-citte karaye udaya

“Pure love for Krsna is eternally
established in the hearts of the liv-
ing entities. It is not something to

be gained from another source.
When the heart is purified by hear-
ing and chanting, this love naturally
awakens.” (Caitanya-caritamrta,
Madhya 22.107)

We are just trying to revive peo-
ple’s original Krsna consciousness.
We are trying to awaken human
society to come to the Krsna con-
sciousness movement and live this
life successfully. That is the Krsna
consciousness movement.

Thank you very much. €3

FREEDOM?

(continued from page 24)
knowledge Krsna gives. It’s this
knowledge Bhaktivedanta Swami
came to give: build your nation

on the spiritual platform. Amidst
all your economic and political
endeavors, don’t forget the real you
— the spirit soul — and your relation-
ship to the Supreme Soul.

Don’t succumb to the global
materialistic mantra. I was in China
last year, and I explained to my
audience of psychologists that

China has a mantra, the same man-
tra that has shackled the whole
world: “Work, buy, consume, die.”
This is the tragedy. And if our lead-
ers cannot offer anything higher
than this as the main goal, the main
lifestyle of the human being, there
will be no solution to the problems
of today.

I appeal to you all to please con-
sider another route. Yes, live com-
fortably. Yes, take care of your body
and mind. But understand that such
endeavors are external; they’re not

the main goal of life. We want the
full freedom, not the part freedom.
Full freedom can happen only on
the spiritual platform. £3

Devamrta Swami was born in New
York City and came to Srila Prabhu-
pada’s service after graduating from
Yale University in 1972. He accepted
the renounced order in 1982. He is

a member of ISKCON’s Governing
Body Commission, with responsi-
bilities in Australia, New Zealand,
South Africa, and the USA.
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Chandigarh, Punjab — Hare Krishna Dham, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ Tel. (172) 260-1590
or 260-3232/ iskcon.chandigarh@pamho.net

Chennai — Hare Krishna Land, off ECR, Akkarai, Sholinganallur, Chennai 600 119/
Tel. (44) 24530921 or 24530923/ iskconchennai@gmail.com

Coimbatore, TN — Jagannath Mandir, Hare Krishna Land, Aerodrome P.0., Opp. CIT, 641 014/
Tel. (422) 2574508, 2574812, or 2574813/ info@iskcon-coimbatore.org

Dwarka, Gujarat — Bharatiya Bhavan, Devi Bhavan Rd., 361 335/ Tel. (2892) 34606

Gadei Giri, Odisha — Post Alabol via Balikuda, Dist. Jagatsinghpur, 754 108/ Tel. (6724)
238112/ srigopalccd@yahoo.co.in

Ghaziabad, UP — Hare Krishna Marg, R-11/35, Raj Nagar, 201 002/ Tel. 9312438001
or 9312438000/ iskcon.ghaziabad@pamho.net

Guntur, AP — Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509

Guwahati, Assam — Ulubari Chariali, South Sarania, 781 007/ Tel. (361) 2525963/
iskcon.guwahati@pamho.net

Hanumkonda, AP — Neeladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506 011/ Tel. (8712) 77399

Haridaspur, WB — P.0. Chhaygharia, Bangaon, 24 Parganas, 743 704/ Tel. (3215) 57856

Haridwar, Uttaranchal — Prabhupada Ashram, G. House, Nai Basti, Mahadev Nagar, Bhimgoda
249 401/ Tel. (1334) 260818 or 9411371870

Hyderabad, AP — Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ Tel. 8106130279 or (40)
24744969/ iskcon.hyderabad@pamho.net (Guesthouse: guesthouse.iskconhyd@pamho.net)

Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Rd., 795 001/ Tel. (385) 2455693/
manimandir@sancharnet.in

Indore, MP — ISKCON, Nipania, Indore/ Tel. 9300474043/ mahaman.acbsp@pamho.net

Jaipur, Rajasthan — ISKCON Rd., Opp. Vijay Path, Mansarovar, Jaipur 302 020 (mail: ISKCON,
84/230, Sant Namdev Marg, Opp. K.V. No. 5, Mansarovar, Jaipur 302 020)/ Tel. (141)
2782765 or 2781860/ jaipur@pamho.net

Jhansi, UP — Inside Saiyar Gate, Near Kali Badi/ Tel. (510) 2443602

Kanpur, UP — Mainawati Marg, Bithur Rd., Nawabganj, 208 002/ Tel. 9037188117,
9198707801, or 9198707804/ iskcon.kanpur@pamho.net

Katra, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Sri Kalika Mata Mandir, Katra Vaishnodevi,
182 101/ Tel. (1991) 233047

Kolkata, WB — 3C Albert Rd., 700 017 (behind Minto Park, opp. Birla High School)/
Tel. (33) 3028-9258 or -9280/ iskcon.calcutta@pamho.net

Kurukshetra, Haryana — ISKCON, Main Bazaar, 136 118/ Tel. (1744) 234806 or 235529

Lucknow, UP — 1 Ashok Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg, 226 018/ Tel. (522) 2636500,
9415235050 or 9415008065/ lucknow@pamho.net

Ludhiana, Punjab — Sterling Tower, Vrindavan Rd., Civil Lines, 141 001/ Tel. 9316970600
or (161) 2770600 / iskcon.ludhiana@pamho.net

Madurai, TN — 37 Maninagaram Main Rd., 625 001/ Tel. (452) 274-6472

Mangalore, Karnataka — ISKCON Sri Jagannath Mandir, near Hotel Woodlands,
Bunts Hotel Rd., 575 003/ Tel. (824) 2423326 or 2442756, or 9844325616

@ Mayapur, WB — ISKCON, Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham, Dist.
Nadia, 741 313/ Tel. (3472) 245620, 245240, or 245355/ mayapur.chandrodaya@pamho.net
Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Enkhol, Tidim Rd./ Tel. (3879) 795133
4 Mumbai, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (22) 26206860/
info@iskconmumbai.com; guest.house.bombay@pamho.net
@ Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Chowpatty 400 007/ Tel. (22) 23665500/
info@radhagopinath.com
Mumbai, Maharashtra — Shristhi Complex, Mira Rd. (E), opposite Royal College, Dist. Thane,
401107/ Tel. (22) 2811-7795 or -7796/ jagjivan.gkg@pamho.net
Mysore, Karnataka — #31, 18th Cross, Jayanagar, 570 014/ Tel. (821) 2500582 or 6567333/
mysore.iskcon@gmail.com
Nagpur, Maharashtra — Empress City Mall, Opp. Raman Science Centre, Gandhi Sagar Lake, 440017/
Tel. 9049828549, 9823014688, or 9766447719/ iskcon.nagpur@pamho.net
Nellore, AP — ISKCON City, Hare Krishna Rd., 524 004/ Tel. (861) 2314577 or 9215536589/
sukadevaswami@gmail.com
¢ New Delhi — Hare Krishna Hill, Sant Nagar Main Rd., East of Kailash, 110 065/ Tel. (011) 2623-5133,
4,5, 6, or 7/ delhi@pamho.net; (Guesthouse: guest.house.new.delhi@pamho.net)
New Delhi — 41/77, Punjabi Bagh (West), 110 026/ Tel. (11) 25222851 or 25227478
Noida, UP — A-5, Sector-33, 201 301 (Opposite NTPC office)/ Tel. (120) 2506211
Pandharpur, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Dhama, East Bank of Chandrabhaga River, Pandharpur,
Dist. Solapur, 413 304/ Tel. (2186) 267242 or 267266, or 9423335991/
iskcon.pandharpur@pamho.net
Patna, Bihar — Sri Sri Banke Bihariji Mandir, Golok Dham, Budha Marg, Patna-1/ Tel. (612) 2220794,
2687637, or 2685081; or 9431021881/ krishna.kripa.jps@pamho.net
Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (20) 41033222 or 41033223/
nvcc@iskconpune.in
Puri, Odisha — Bhakti Kuti, Swargadwar, 752 001/ Tel. (6752) 231440
Raipur, Chhatisgarh — Hare Krishna Land, Alopi Nagar, Opposite Maharshi Vidyalaya, Tatibandh,
Raipur 492 001/ Tel. (771) 5037555 or 9893276985/ iskconraipur@yahoo.com
Rajkot, Gujarat — Sri Sri Radha Neelmadhav Dham, Kalawad Rd., Opposite Kankot Patiya,
Mota Mava, 360 005/ Tel. 9898550185/ vaishnavseva@yahoo.co.in
Ranaghat, WB — Gourdham, Habibpur, Ranaghat, Dist. Nadia, 741 403/ Tel. (3473)
281150 or 281226/ shyamrup.jps@pamho.net
Salem, TN — ISKCON, Hare Krishna Land, Karuppur 636 012/ Tel. (427) 2001686/
iskcon.salem@pamho.net
Secunderabad, AP — 27 St. John’s Rd., 500 026/ Tel. (40) 780-5232
Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Dist. Cachar, 788 004/ Tel. (3842) 34615
Siliguri, WB — ISKCON Rd., Gitalpara, 734 406/ Tel. (353) 426619, 539046, or 539082
Solapur, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Land, 171/2 Uttar Kasabe, Akkalkot Rd., Bhaktivedanta Marg, near
New Jakat Naka, Dist. Solapur, 413006/ Tel. 9371178393 or 9370651251/ shursendas@yahoo.co.in
Sri Rangam, TN — 103 Amma Mandapam Rd., Sri Rangam, Trichy 620 006/
Tel. (431) 2433945/ iskcon_srirangam@yahoo.com.in
Surat, Gujarat — Ashram Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel. (261) 2765891 or 2765516/
surat@pamho.net

Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala — Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 695 014/ Tel. (471) 2328197/ jsdasa@yahoo.co.in

Tirunelveli, TN — 10B Tiruvananthapuram, Near Vannarapettai Circle, 627 002/ Tel. (462) 2501640
# Tirupati, AP — K.T. Rd., Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel. (877) 2231760 or 2230009/

revati.raman.jps@pamho.net (Guesthouse: guesthouse.tirupati@pamho.net)

Udhampur, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Srila Prabhupada Marg, Srila Prabhupada Nagar,
182 101/ Tel. (1992) 270298/ info@iskconudhampur.com

Ujjain, MP — 35-37 Hare Krishna Land, Bharatpuri, 456 010/ Tel. (734) 2535000 or 2531000,
or 9300969016/ iskcon.ujjain@pamho.net

Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — Opp. B&B Polytechnic, Mota Bazaar, Ananda, 388 120/ Tel. (2692)
230796 or 233012/ iskcon.vvnagar@pamho.net

Varanasi, UP — ISKCON, B 27/80 Durgakund Rd., Near Durgakund Police Station, Varanasi
221 010/ Tel. (542) 246422 or 222617

Vellore, TN — Chennai Ext. Centre, 10-12, 10th East Cross Road, Gandhi Nagar, 632 006

Vijayawada, AP — Venkatapalem Karakatta Rd., Undavalli Village, Tadepalli Mandaal, Vijayawada,
Dist. Guntur, 522 501/ Tel. (8645) 272513/ mmdasiskconvijayawada@gmail.com

Visakhapatnam, AP — Hare Krishna Land, Sagaranagar-45 (City office and mail: Plot No. 52,
Pandurangapuram, Beach Rd., Visakhapatnam 530 043)/ Tel. (891)2528376 or 6537625/
samba.jps@pamho.net (Guesthouse: guesthouse.vizag@pamho.net)

@ \Vrindavan, UP — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Dist. Mathura,

281124/ Tel. & Fax: (565) 2540728/ iskcon.vrindavan@pamho.net;
(Guesthouse: Tel. (565) 2540022; ramamani@sancharnet.in)

Warangal, AP — Mulugu Rd., Ayappa Pidipally, 506 007/ Tel. (8712) 426182

Yamunanagar, Haryana — ISKCON Hare Krishna Dham, Hare Krishna Marg, Raghunathpuri,
Yamunanagar 135001/ Tel. (1732) 321001 or (mobile) 09355330775/
vishu_bakshi05@yahoo.co.in

RURAL COMMUNITIES
Ahmedabad District, Gujarat (Hare Krishna Farm) — Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)
Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj

Many temples have their own websites, which you can find at our online directory: hitp://directory.krishna.com. Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we've
skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (91). For information on international calling, go to www.howtocallabroad.com. @ Temples with restaurants or dining
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Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dist. Gadhachiroli, 442 603/ Tel. (218) 623473
Hyderabad, AP (New Naimisaranya Farm) — P.0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., Dist. R.R.,
501 401/ Tel. (40) 65520070 or 9440057263/ naimisaranya@pamho.net
Indore, MP (Krishna-Balarama Mandir) — Hare Krishna Vihar, Nipania Village/ Tel. (731) 572794
Mayapur, WB — (contact ISKCON Mayapur) *
Puri, Odisha — ISKCON, Bhaktivedanta Ashram, Sipasirubuli, 752 001/ Tel. (6752) 230494
Surat, Gujarat — Bhaktivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surat-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur,
P. 0. Gangadhara, Dist. Surat, 394 310/ Tel. (2622) 63546
Vrindavan, UP — Vrinda Kund, Nandagaon, Dist. Mathura *
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Kolkata, WB — Govinda’s, ISKCON House, 22 Gurusaday Rd., 700 019/ Tel. (33) 24866922
or 24866009
Surat, Gujarat — Ashram Rd., Jahangirpura 395005/ Tel. (261) 2765891 or 2765516/
surat@pamho.net

CANADA

Brampton, Ontario — 6 George Street South, 2nd Floor, L6Y 1P3/ Tel. (416) 648-3312/
iskconbrampton@gmail.com

Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth St. N.E., T2E 3S3/ Tel. (403) 265-3302/ vamanstones@shaw.ca N

Edmonton, Alberta — 9353 35th Ave. NW, T6E 5R5/ Tel. (780) 439-9999/
harekrishna.edmonton@gmail.com

Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie IX Blvd., H1V 2C5/ Tel. & fax: (514) 521-1301/
iskconmontreal@gmail.com

Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St. E., KIN 6V4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544/ iskconottawa@sympatico.ca

Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack St., SAT 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-0002 or -6461/
jagadishadas@yahoo.com

Toronto, Ontario — 243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415/ info@torontokrishna.com

Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 S.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5J 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-9728; Govinda’s
Bookstore & Cafe: (604) 433-7100 or (888) 433-8722/ akrura@krishna.com

RURAL COMMUNITY

Ashcroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama, Venables Valley (mail: P. 0. Box 99, VOK 1A0)/

Tel. (250) 457-7438/ iskconsaranagati@hotmail.com

U.S.A.

Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., 30306/ Tel. & fax: (404) 377-8680/
admin@atlantaharekrishnas.com *

Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410) 744-1624/
contact@iskconbaltimore.org

Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart St., 94705/ Tel. (510) 540-9215/ rajan416@yahoo.com

Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/ boise_temple@yahoo.com *

Boston, Massachusetts — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/
info@iskconboston.org

Chicago, Illinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (773) 973-0900/ chicagoiskcon@yahoo.com

Columbus, Ohio — 379 W. Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/ premvilasdas.ms@gmail.com

Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330/ txkrishnas@aol.com; restaurant:
vegetariantaste@aol.com *

Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-9052

Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ gaurangi108@hotmail.com

Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (352) 336-4183/ *
kalakantha.achsp@pamho.net

Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. & fax: (860) 289-7252/
pyari108@gmail.com

Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 595-4913/ hawaii.iskcon@gmail.com

Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482/ management@iskconhouston.org

Kansas City, Missouri — 5201 Paseo Blvd., 64110/ Tel. (816) 924-5619/ rvc@rvc.edu

Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion St., 92651/ Tel. (949) 494-7029/ info@lagunatemple.com

Las Vegas, Nevada — Govinda’s Center of Vedic India, 7181 Dean Martin Dr., 89118/
Tel. (702) 434-8332/ info@govindascenter.com

Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676/ *
membership@harekrishnala.com

Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 (mail: 3109 Grand Ave., #491, Coconut Grove, FL
33133)/ Tel. (305) 461-1348/ devotionalservice@iskcon-miami.org

New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 304-0032 (office) or
(504) 638-1944 (temple)/ gopal211@aol.com

New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714/
ramabhadra@aol.com

Orlando, Florida — 2651 Rouse Rd., 32817/ Tel. (407) 257-3865/ info@iskconorlando.com

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Ln., 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600/
iskconphilly@aol.com

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South St., 19146/ Tel. (215) 985-9303/ savecows@aol.com

Phoenix, Arizona — 100 S. Weber Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel. (480) 705-4900/
premadhatridd@live.com

Portland, Oregon — 2095 NW Aloclek Dr., Suites 1107 & 1109, Hillshoro, 97124/ Tel. (503) 675-5000/
info@iskconportland.com

St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085 or 534-1708/ iskcon.stl@pamho.net

Salt Lake City, Utah — 965 E. 3370 South, 84106/ Tel. (801) 487-4005/ utahkrishnas@gmail.com

San Antonio, Texas — 6772 Oxford Trace, 78240/ Tel. (210) 401-6576/ aadasa@gmail.com

San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (858) 483-2500 or 272-8263/
krishna.sandiego@gmail.com

San Jose, California — Mountain View, California, 1965 Latham St., 94040/ Tel. (650) 336-7993/
isvtemple108@gmail.com

Seattle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. S.E., Sammamish, 98075/ Tel. (425) 246-8436/
info@vedicculturalcenter.org

Spanish Fork, Utah — Krishna Temple Project & KHQN Radio, 8628 S. State Rd., 84660/
Tel. (801) 798-3559/ utahkrishnas@gmail.com

Tallahassee, Florida — 4601 Crawfordville Rd., 32305/ Tel. 850-727-5785/
tallahassee.iskcon@gmail.com

Towaco, New Jersey — 100 Jacksonville Rd., 07082/ Tel. & fax: (973) 299-0970/
madhupati.jas@pamho.net

Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ sandaminidd@cs.com

Washington, D.C. — 10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100/
info@iskconofdc.org

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Alachua, Florida (New Raman Reti) — 17306 N.W. 112th Bivd., 32615 (mail: P.0. Box 819,
32616)/ Tel. (386) 462-2017/ alachuatemple@gmail.com

Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Rd., 39426/ Tel. (601) 749-9460
or 799-1354/ talavan@hughes.net

Guraho, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — Carr. 181, Km. 16.3, Bo. Santa Rita, Gurabo
(mail: HC-01, Box 8440, Gurabo, PR 00778)/ Tel. (787) 367-3530 or (787) 737-1722/
manonatha@gmail.com

Hillshorough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/
Tel. (919) 732-6492/ bkgoswami@earthlink.net

Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindaban) — R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna
Ridge, 26041/ Tel. (304) 843-1600; Guest House, (304) 845-5905/
mail@newvrindaban.com

Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — 532 Murari Ln., 37359/ Tel. (931) 759-6888/
murari_sevaka@yahoo.com

Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — 534 Gita Nagari Rd., 17082/ Tel. (717) 527-4101/
dhruva.bts@pamho.net

Sandy Ridge, North Carolina — Prabhupada Village, 1283 Prabhupada Rd., 27046/
Tel. (336) 593-9888/ madanmohanmohini@yahoo.com

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Hato Rey, Puerto Rico — Tamal Krishna’s Veggie Garden, 131 Eleanor Roosevelt, 00918/
Tel. (787) 754-6959/ tkveggiegarden@aol.com

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Ln., BT17 OHE/
Tel. +44 (28) 9062 0530

Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgbaston B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (121) 420 4999/
birmingham@iskcon.org.uk

Cardiff, Wales — Cafe Atma / The Soul Centre, 40 Crwys Road, Cathays, CF24 4NN/
+44 (29) 20 390 391, cafe.atma@gmail.com

Coventry, England — Kingfield Rd., Coventry (mail: 19 Gloucester St., Coventry CV1 3BZ)/
Tel. +44 (24) 7655 2822 or 5420/ haridas.kds@pamho.net

Dublin, Ireland — 83 Middle Abbey St., Dublin 1/ Tel. +353 (1) 661 5095/ dublin@krishna.ie;
Govinda’s: info@govindas.ie

Leicester, England — 21 Thoresby St., North Evington, LE5 4GU/ Tel. +44 (116) 276 2587/
pradyumna.jas@pamho.net

Lesmahagow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire,
ML11 OES/ Tel. +44 (1555) 894790/ karunabhavan@aol.com

London, England (city) — Radha-Krishna Temple, 10 Soho Street, W1D 3DL/
Tel. +44 (20) 7437 3662; shop, 7440 5221; Govinda’s Restaurant, 7440 5229/
info@iskcon-london.org

London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Ln., Watford, Herts,
WD25 8EZ/ Tel. +44 (1923) 851000/ info@krishnatemple.com; (for accommodations:)
bmguesthouse@krishna.com

London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Rd., South Norwood, SE25 5NG/ Tel. +44
7988857530/ krishnaprema89@hotmail.com

London, England (Kings Cross) — 102 Caledonian Rd., Kings Cross, Islington, N1 9DN/
Tel. +44 (20) 7168 5732/ foodforalluk@aol.com

Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, M16 8FT/ Tel. +44 (161) 226 4416/
contact@iskconmanchester.com

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., NE4 6AR/ Tel. +44 (191) 272 1911

Swansea, Wales — Govinda's, 8 Craddock Street, SA1 3EN/ +44 (1792) 468 469/
info@iskconwales.org.uk; restaurant, info@govindas.org.uk

RURAL COMMUNITIES
London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor: Krishna conscious programs are held
regularly in more than forty other cities in the U.K. For information, contact ISKCON
Reader Services, P. 0. Box 730, Watford WD25 8EZ, UK; www.iskcon.org.uk)
Upper Lough Erne, Northern Ireland — Govindadwipa Dhama, Inisrath Island, Derrylin,
Co. Fermanagh, BT92 9GN/ Tel. +44 (28) 6772 1512/ govindadwipa@pamho.net

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Dublin, Ireland — Govinda’s, 4 Aungier St., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (1) 475 0309/ info@govindas.ie
Nottingham, England — Govinda’s Nottingham, 7-9 Thurland Street, NG1 3DR/
Tel. +44 115 985 9639/ marigolds16@live.co.uk

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA

Adelaide — 25 Le Hunte St. (mail: P.0. Box 114, Kilburn, SA 5084)/ Tel. & fax: +61 (8) 8359-
5120/ iskconsa@tpg.com.au

Brishane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indooroopilly), QLD 4068/
Tel. +61 (7) 3379-5455

Canberra — 44 Limestone Ave., Ainslie, ACT 2602 (mail: P.0. Box 1411, Canberra, ACT 2601)/
Tel. & fax: +61 (2) 6262-6208

Melbourne — 197 Danks St. (mail: P.0. Box 125), Albert Park, VIC 3206/ Tel. +61 (3) 9699-5122/
melbourne@pamho.net

Perth — 155-159 Canning Rd., Kalamunda (mail: P.0. Box 201 Kalamunda 6076)/ Tel. +61 (8)
6293-1519/ perth@pamho.net

Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 (mail: P.0. Box 459, Cammeray, NSW 2062)/
Tel. +61 (2) 9959-4558/ admin@iskcon.com.au

NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2014 « BACK TO GODHEAD 57


tel:9049828549
tel:416-648-3312

Sydney — Govinda’s Yoga and Meditation Centre, 112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst NSW 2010
(mail: P.0. Box 174, Kings Cross 1340)/ Tel. +61 (2) 9380-5162/ sita@govindas.com.au
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Bambra, VIC (New Nandagram) — 50 Seaches Outlet, off 1265 Winchelsea Deans Marsh Rd.,
Bambra VIC 3241/ Tel. +61 (3) 5288-7383

Cessnock, NSW (New Gokula) — Lewis Lane, off Mount View Rd., Millfield, near Cessnock (mail:

P.0. Box 399, Cessnock, NSW 2325)/ Tel. +61 (2) 4998-1800/ iskconfarm@mac.com
Murwillumbah, NSW (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella (mail: P.0. Box 687), NSW
2484/ Tel. +61 (2) 6672-6579/ ajita@in.com.au
RESTAURANTS
Brishane — Govinda’s, 99 Elizabeth St., 1st Floor, QLD 4000/ Tel. +61 (7) 3210-0255
Brishane — Krishna’s Cafe, 1st Floor, 82 Vulture St., West End, QLD 4000/ brishane@pamho.net
Burleigh Heads — Govinda’s, 20 James St., Burleigh Heads, QLD 4220/ Tel. +61 (7) 5607-0782/
ajita@in.com.au
Maroochydore — Govinda’s Vegetarian Cafe, 2/7 First Ave., QLD 4558/ Tel. +61 (7) 5451-0299
Melbourne — Crossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (3) 9650-2939
Melbourne — Gopal’s, 139 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (3) 9650-1578
Perth—Govinda’s Restaurant, 194 William St., Northbridge, W. A. 6003/ Tel. +61 (8) 9227-1684/
perth@pamho.net
NEW ZEALAND AND FlJI
Christchurch, NZ — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190)/ Tel. +64 (3) 366-5174/
iskconchch@clear.net.nz
Hamilton, NZ — 188 Maui St., RD 8, Te Rapa/ Tel. +64 (7) 850-5108/ rmaster@wave.co.nz
Labasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912
Lautoka, Fiji — 5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 6664112/ regprakash@excite.com
Nausori, Fiji — Hare Krishna Cultural Centre, 2nd Floor, Shop & Save Building, 11 Gulam Nadi
St., Nausori Town (mail: P.0. Box 2183, Govt. Bldgs., Suva)/ Tel. +679 9969748 or
3475097/ vdas@frca.org.fj
Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243
Sigatoka, Fiji — Sri Sri Radha Damodar Temple, Off Mission St., Sigatoka Town/ Tel. +679
9373703 or 6520866/ drgsmarna@connect.com.fj
Suva, Fiji — 166 Brewster Street (mail: P.0. Box 4229, Samabula)/ Tel. +679 3318441/
iskconsuva@connect.com.fj
Wellington, NZ — 105 Newlands Rd., Newlands/ Tel. +64 (4) 478-4108/
info@iskconwellington.org.nz
Wellington, NZ — Gaura Yoga Centre, 1st Floor, 175 Vivian Street (mail: P.0. Box 6271,
Marion Square)/ Tel. +64 (4) 801-5500/ yoga@gaurayoga.co.nz
RURAL COMMUNITY
Auckland, NZ (New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course (mail: R.D. 2,
Kumeuy)/ Tel. +64 (9) 412-8075
RESTAURANT
Wellington, NZ — Higher Taste Hare Krishna Restaurant, Old Bank Arcade, Ground Floor,
Corner Customhouse, Quay & Hunter St., Wellington/ Tel. +64 (4) 472-2233

EUROPE (partial list)

Amsterdam — Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 JX/ Tel. +31 (20) 675-1404/
contact@amsterdhama.nl

Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12, Entlo 2, 08002/ Tel. +34 93 302-5194/ templobcn@hotmail.com

Bergamo, Italy — Villaggio Hare Krishna (da Medolago strada per Terno d’Isola), 24040
Chignolo d’Isola (BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 4940706/ villagio.hare.krsna@hare.krsna.it

Budapest — IlI. Lehel Street 15-17 (Csillaghedy), 1039 Budapest/ Tel. +36 (1) 391-0435/
nai@pamho.net

Copenhagen — Skjulhgj Alle 44, 2720 Vanlgse, Copenhagen/ Tel. +45 4828 6446/
iskcon.denmark@pamho.net

Grodinge, Sweden — Radha-Krishna Temple, Korsnas Gard, 14792 Grodinge/ Tel. +46 (8)
53029800/ bmd@pamho.net

Helsinki — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D (Il krs) 00180/ Tel. +358 (9) 694-9879 or -9837/
Email: harekrishna@harekrishna.fi

Lishon — Rua Dona Estefania, 91 R/C 1000 Lisboa/ Tel. & fax: +351 (1) 314-0314 or 352-0038

Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid/ Tel. +34 91 521-3096

Oslo — Bauneveien 4, 1182 oslo/ Tel. +47 94 23 45 55/ info@harekrishna.no

Paris — 230 Avenue de la Division Leclerc, 95200 Sarcelles Village/ Tel. +33 682590079/
paris@pamho.net

Prague, Czech Republic — Postal address: Hare Krishna Temple, Luzce 48, 267 18, post office
Karlstejn, Czech Republic (for directions: http://harekrsna.cz/cvs/how_get_there)/
Tel. +420 311 516 558 or +420 603 205 991/ info@harekrsna.cz

Radhadesh, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, 6940 Septon-Durbuy/ Tel. +32 (086)
322926 (restaurant: 321421)/ radhadesh@pamho.net

Rome — Govinda Centro Hare Krsna, via di Santa Maria del Pianto 16, 00186/
Tel. +39 (6) 68891540/ govinda.roma@harekrsna.it

Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240/ Tel. +46 (08) 654-9002; Restaurant: Tel. & fax: +46 (8)
654-9004/ lokanatha@hotmail.com

Warsaw — Mysiadlo k. Warszawy, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11/ Tel. +48 (22) 750-7797
or -8247/ kryszna@post.pl

Ziirich — Bergstrasse 54, 8032/ Tel. +41 (044) 262 33 88/ kgs@pamho.net

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Abentheuer (Goloka Dhama) — Biickingstr. 4a-8, 55767 Abentheuer/ Tel. +49: (6782) 2214
or (6782) 109 845/ info@goloka-dhama.de

France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d’Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Méle/
Tel. +33 (2) 5440-2395

Germany (Simhachalam) — Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel. +49 (8583) 316/
info@simhachalam.de

Hungary (New Vraja-dhama) — Krisna-volgy, 8699 Somogyvamos, Fo u, 38/ Tel. & fax:
+36 (85) 540-002 or 340-185/ info@krisnavolgy.hu
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Italy (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Scopeti 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (FL)/ Tel. +39 (55)
820054/ isvaripriya@libero.it

Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 949 280436

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Cologne, Germany — Govindam, Roonstrasse 3, 50674 Kdln

Locarno, Switzerland — Govinda Restaurant, Via Della Motta 10, Locarno 6600/ Tel. +41 (91)
7523852 or 796260804/ radhakanta@pamho.net

Milan — Govinda’s, Via Valpetrosa 5, 20123/ Tel. +39 (2) 862417

0Oslo — Krishna’s Cuisine, Serkedalsveien 10, 0369 Oslo/ Tel. +47 (2) 269-2269

Ziirich, Switzerland — Mohini, Weinbergstr, 15, 8001 Ziirich/ Tel. +41 44 252 52 11/
info@mohini.ch

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)

Kiev — 16, Zorany per., 04078/ Tel. +380 (44) 4338312, 4347028, or 4345533
Moscow — Leningradsky Prospect, Viadenie 39 (mail: Begovaya str., 13, OPS 284, a/ya 17,
125284 Moscow)/ Tel. +7 (495) 7394377/ temple@veda.ru

ASIA (partial list)

Bangkok, Thailand — Soi 3, Tanon Itsarapap, Toonburi/ Tel. +66 29445346, 814455401,
or 897810623/ swami.bvv.narasimha@pamho.net

Chittagong, Bangladesh — Sri Krishna Mandir, in front of Afmi Plaza, Prabartak Sangha (mail:
P.0. Box 440)/ Tel. +880 (31) 2551950, 610822; or 1819395948/ iskconctg@gmail.com

Dhaka, Bangladesh — 79 Swamibag, Dhaka-11/ Tel. +880 (2) 7122747 or 7122488/ info@iskconbd.org

Hong Kong — 6/F Oceanview Court, 27 Chatham Road South (mail: P.0. Box 98919)/
Tel. +852 (2) 739-6818/ iskcon.hong.kong@pamho.net

Jakarta, Indonesia — Yayasan Radha-Govinda, P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/
Tel. +62 (21) 489-9646/ matsyads@hogor.wasantara.net.id

Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha (mail: GPO Box 3520)/ Tel. +977 (1) 4373790 or 4373786/
(Attn: ISKCON)/ iskconkathmandu@gmail.com

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, 58200 Kuala Lumpur/
Tel. +60 (3) 7980-7355/ president@iskconkl.com

Manila, Philippines — Radha-Madhava Center, #9105 Banuyo St., San Antonio village, Makati
City/ Tel. +63 (2) 8963357; Tel. & fax: +63 (2) 8901947/ iskconmanila@yahoo.com

Myitkyina, Myanmar — ISKCON Sri Jagannath Temple, Bogyoke Street, Shansu Taung,
Myitkyina, Kachin State/ mahanadi@mptmail.net.mm

Tai Pei, Taiwan — Zhong Xiao East Rd. Sec. 2, Lane 39, Alley 2, No. 3, 2F/ Tel. +886 (2) 2395-
6010 or 2395-6715/ dayal.nitai.tkg@pamho.net

Tokyo, Japan — 2-23-4 Funabori, Edogawa-ku, Tokyo 134-0091/ Tel. +81 (3) 3877-3000/
iskcon.new.gaya.japan@gmail.com

LATIN AMERICA (partial list)

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Ciudad de la Paz 394, Colegiales, Buenos Aires 1426/ Tel. +54 4555-
5654/ nat.div@gmail.com

Caracas, Venezuela — Ave. Los Proceres (con Calle Marquez del Toro), San Bernardino/
Tel. +58 (212) 550-1818

Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 and V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (4) 308412 or 309420

Lima, Peru — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (1) 444-2871

Mexico City, Mexico — Tiburcio Montiel 45, Colonia San Miguel, Chapultepec D.F,, 11850/
Tel. & fax: +52 (55) 52725944/ iskcon@krishnamexico.com

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil — Estrada da Barra da Tijuca, 1990,Itanhangd, Rio de Janeiro, RJ/
Tel. +55 (21) 3563-1627/ contato@harekrishnarj.com.br

San Salvador, El Salvador — 8a Avenida Norte, Casa No. 2-4, Santa Tecla, La Libertad/
Tel. +503 2288-2900

Sao Paulo, Brazil — Rua Tomas Goncalves 70, Butanta, 05590-030/ Tel. +55 (11) 84963158/
communicacao@harekrishnasp.com.br

West Coast Demerara, Guyana — Sri Gaura Nitai Ashirvad Mandir, Lot “B,” Nauville Flanders
(Crane Old Road), West Coast Demerara/ Tel. +592 254 0494/ iskcon.guyana@yahoo.com

AFRICA (partial list)

Accra, Ghana — Samsam Rd., Off Accra-Nsawam Hwy., Medie, Accra North (mail: P.0. Box
11686)/ Tel. & fax +233 (21) 229988/ srivas_bts@yahoo.co.in

Cape Town, South Africa — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 6861179

@ Durban, South Africa — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle, Unit 5 (mail: P.0. Box 56003), Chatsworth,

4030/ Tel. +27 (031) 403-3328/ iskcon.durban@pamho.net

Gaborone, Botswana — Plot 18678, West Phase 2, Gaborone (mail: P.0. Box 201003, Gaborone)/
Tel: +267 3901977 (Working hours) or 3934911/ devakinandan@iskcon.co.bw

Johanneshurg, South Africa — 7971 Capricorn Ave. (entrance on Nirvana Dr. East), Ext. 9, Lenasia
(mail: P.0. Box 926, Lenasia 1820)/ Tel. +27 (011) 854-1975 or 7969/ iskconjh@iafrica.com

Ladysmith, South Africa — 19 Azalea Dr., 4470/ Tel. +27 (084) 6108666, (036) 6330968,
or (036) 6333711/ jaya@uthukeladm.co.za

Lagos, Nigeria — No. 23 Egbeyemi St., off Coker Rd., lllupeju, Lagos (mail: P.0. Box 8793,
Marina)/ Tel. +234 8069245577 or 7066011800/ iskcon_lagos@yahoo.com

Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.0. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (41) 312248

Nairobi, Kenya — Hare Krishna Close, off West Nagara Rd., Nairobi 0100 (mail: P.0. Box 28946)/
Tel. +254 (20) 3744365/ iskcon_nairobi@yahoo.com

Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Srila Prabhupada St., Pont Fer/ Tel. +230 6965804/
iskcon.phoenix@intnet.mu

Phoenix, South Africa — 72 Pandora Street, Phoenix 4068 (mail: P.0. Box 60992, Phoenix
4060)/ Tel. +27 (031) 5076559/ iskcon.phoenix@pamho.net

Port Harcourt, Nigeria — Umuebule 11, 2nd tarred road, Etche (mail: P.0. Box 4429,
Trans Amadi)/ Tel. +234 8033215096/ canakyaus@yahoo.com

Pretoria, South Africa — 1189 Church Street, Hatfield, 0083 (mail: P.0. Box 14077,
Hatfield, 0028)/ Tel. & fax: +27 (012) 342-6216/ iskcon.pretoria@pamho.net

RURAL COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban/ Tel. +230 418-3185 or 418-3955
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FROM THE EDITOR

The Gold Standard for God Knowledge

CERTAIN PHRASES AND IDEAS tend to
be especially memorable for devotees who reg-
ularly read Srila Prabhupada’s books. One such
idea is that we must know not only that God is
great but also how He is great.

Here’s one example of Prabhupada making
this point.

The highest summit of spiritual perfection is
knowledge of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. Unless one is firmly convinced of
the different opulences of the Supreme Lord,
he cannot engage in devotional service. Gen-
erally people know that God is great, but they
do not know in detail how God is great. Here
[in Bhagavad-gita, Chapter 10] are the details.
If one knows factually how God is great, then
naturally he becomes a surrendered soul and
engages himself in the devotional service of the
Lord. When one factually knows the opulences
of the Supreme, there is no alternative but to
surrender to Him. This factual knowledge can
be known from the descriptions in Srimad-
Bhagavatam and Bhagavad-gita and similar
literatures. (Bhagavad-gita 10.7, Purport)

Too many people today don’t think about God
at all, and those who do have little information
about Him. But the information is available.
The Vedic literature teaches so much about
God that even after studying it for more than
forty years I'm still learning new things. Srila
Prabhupada’s writings, all derived from Vedic
authority, contain an abundance of material
about God, and now his faithful disciples and
granddisciples are producing English transla-
tions of other books, including the incompara-
ble works of the Six Gosvamis. The Gosvamis
and other prominent devotees in Lord Caitan-
ya’s line exhaustively studied the vast Vedic lit-
erature to uncover things about God hidden
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from all but the most determined and qualified
researcher.

The vagueness of the ill-informed concep-
tion of God hinders His appeal. Lord Caitanya
and His followers presented abundant Vedic
evidence to establish that Krsna is God — the
original person and the source of everyone and
everything. They cleared up misconceptions
about other divine beings and presented ency-
clopedic details of Krsna’s innumerable forms.
Not only can we learn about Krsna’s transcen-
dental home, family, friends, activities, and so
on, but we can also learn about these same real-
ities in reference to His innumerable expansions
and avatars. A lifetime of study is not enough to
learn all there is to know about God.

The goal, of course, is not just the scholarly
pursuit of information on God. Lord Krsna tells
Arjuna that knowledge of Him inspires surren-
der to Him. “Knowledge” here implies true
understanding, which can be achieved only
with some faith. But anyone who truly under-
stands how God is great will feel the stirrings
of devotion.

One prominent obstacle to taking advan-
tage of the exhaustive knowledge of God in
the Vedic literature is to devalue the Vedas by
labeling them a product of India, without uni-
versal relevance. The world is shrinking, how-
ever, and cultures, for better or worse, are
merging. While much of value can be lost with
the demise of traditional cultures, one gain may
be an increased openness to “foreign” ideas.
The Vedic message only seems foreign outside
India. As Prabhupada would point out, gold is
gold, no matter where it’s mined or minted. The
treasury of Vedic wisdom is always open for
withdrawals by anyone with the desire for

eternal profit.
— Nagardja Dasa

Srila Prabhupada

Srila Prabhupada Lilamrta, 2-Volume Set — By Satsvaripa Dasa
Goswami. The movement he started is now known to millions
around the world, yet he himself remained in the background,

without personal ambition. This is the fascinating biography of an
extraordinary saint, scholar, and religious leader: His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. Hardbound. Volume 1:

1,191 pages; Volume 2: 1,133 pages, 6%2" x 9%". $69.95 BLBM279

The Complete Prabhupada DVD Library —
Includes every available frame of footage taken
of Srila Prabhupada during his twelve years estab-

lishing the Hare Krsna movement. More than
fifty hours of video footage have been edited into
nine programs that coherently illustrate various
themes of Prabhupada’s teachings. The library is
professionally produced on fourteen dual-layered
discs and comes in a protective case.

Disc 1: Acharya Series, 1-5

Disc 2: Your Ever Well-Wisher

Disc 3: Vintage Short Films

Disc 4: Prabhupada in Australia

Disc 5: Prabhupada on Tour

Disc 6: Festivals

Disc 7: Perfect Questions, Perfect Answers
Disk 8: Bhagavad-gita As It Is

Disk 9-13: Srimad-Bhagavatam Classes
Disk 14: Prabhupada Darshan Series

Audio: English or Russian. Subtitled in Chinese
(simple and traditional), Croatian, Czech, English,
Estonian, German, Hindi, Hungarian, Indonesian,
Japanese, Lithuanian, Malay, Polish, Portuguese,
Romanian, Russian, Spanish, Swedish, and
Turkish. $39.95 TVVD790

Kirtanas (CDs) — Srila
tional songs accompa-

instruments. $14:95
SALE $7.99 each.

Srila Prabhupada — Hun-
dreds of photos from the
twelve years Prabhu-

pada taught and preached
throughout the world are
beautifully arranged and dis-
played in this large-format
book. Hardbound, 190 pages,
hundreds of color and b&w
photos, photo index, cloth-
covered protective case, 1212"
x 15%". $108.00 BLBH308

Prabhupada Bhajanas & Krsna Meditations — B6CD301
Songs of the Spiritual Masters —
Prabhupada sings devo- B6CD303

Sri Brahma Sarihita — B6CD304
nied by traditional Indian  Prabhupada Bhajans — B6CD305
Vibhavari Sesa — B6CD307

Collected Teachings
of Srila Prabhupada, 7
Volumes — All of Prabhu-
pada’s lectures on Sri
Caitanya-caritamrta, The
Nectar of Devotion, and Sri

sophical discussions and
lectures at various events.

SALE $89.99 B6BM229

The Bhaktivedanta VedaBase —
Have all of Srila Prabhupada’s
recorded words (including books,
lectures, conversations, and letters)
at your fingertips within moments.
Featuring copy-and-paste, diacrit-
ics, and query templates for easy
searches. $99.95 B6BD225

ISopanisad, as well as philo-

Hardbound, 6" x 9". $174:95

Dasavatara — B6CD308

Jaya Radhe Jaya Krsna — B6CD309
Sri Sri Gurvastakam — B6CD310
Sri Sri Siksastakam — B6CD311
Gauranga Bhajan — B6CD313
Nitai Pada Kamala — B6CD314

Srimad-Bhagavatam, 18-Volume
Set — By Srila Prabhupada; com-

pleted by his disciples. This epic
philosophical and literary clas-

sic holds a prominent position in
India’s voluminous written wisdom,
touching upon all fields of human
knowledge. Twelve cantos. Hard-
bound, 17,900 pages, index, dust-
jackets, bookmarks, 6" x 9". Printed
in India. $399.95 BLBM284

Find many more
books, CDs,
and DVDs by and
about Srila Prabhu-
pada at store.
krishna.com

Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta, 9-Vol-
ume Set — In the
early sixteenth cen-
tury the West was
on one course, the
East on another.

In India, Caitanya
Mahaprabhu was
directing people
inward, toward a
scientific under-
standing of the
highest knowledge
of man’s spiritual
nature. Hardbound,
7,379 total pages,
6" x 9". Printed

in India. $139.95
BLBM318
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Srila Prabhupada (cont.) & Books About Krsna

Back to Godhead 1944 —
1960: The Pioneer Years —
Read issues from the early
years, when Prabhupada

Worship

Arati Set — Fine-quality arati items
for your temple or home altar.
Each item in this set is beau-

Ramayana — Compiled by Parnaprajiia Dasa; illustrated Brass Lotus Karatalas—Tra-

by Parama Dasa. India’s immortal tale of adventure, love, ditional Indian hand cymbals

T L

for accompanying devotional
songs. Made of sturdy and

and wisdom is captured in this amazing book featuring the
artwork of Parama Dasa. These beautiful pictures, together
with the easy-to-read text, bring an imaginative harmony

LB
-

tifully crafted from polished
brass. Includes two ghee lamps,
an dcamana cup with spoon, a small

melodious bell metal, with
fabric holding ties. Made in
India.

L
-

was publishing in India.
Hardbound, 240 pages, 8

to this classic tale that will captivate a new generation of
color plates, 60 rare b&w readers and delight those reading it again. Large-format art
photos, 9%" x 13Y4" $29.95 book, 240 pages, silk cover with a real gold-leaf impression,
B6BH224 50 color plates, 15%" x 125", $124.95 BLBH608

ys
8

lota for water, a hand bell, a water conch and holder, a flower plate, an

3" —$17.95 S2MK332
incense holder, and a sturdy 10%" tray. $49.95 S2WT696

2.5"—$11.95 S2MK331

.
——

Krsna Art —
By Various
Artists. A stun-
ning collection

Pendants

The Jaladuta Diary —
Compiled from Srila
Prabhupada’s diary writ-
ten during his 35-day sea

1.
-}

tha Puri Pendants — Lord Jag-
annatha’s smiling face will brighten any-
one’s day. This elegant pendant is per-
fect for your favorite set of neck beads.
About 1%4" in diameter. $4.95 each.

Divine Protector Pendant, Large

— This exquisite silver pendant of
Lord Nrsimhha is beautifully detailed
and cast in silver. Give the protector
of the devotees as a gift to someone
you care about, or keep Him close

of Vaisnava art,
featuring some of the most beautiful paintings of
Krsna and His pastimes. From the creators of the

journey to America. Hard-
bound, 103 pages, 9%" x
10%". $24:95 SALE $13.99
B6BH273

"
—

two beautiful large-format books Darsana and
Srila Prabhupada, this collection is sure to enchant
you. This large-format book includes restored

Blue — KCJP223
Green — KCJP224
Orange — KCJP225

to your own heart. Approximately
1" high. $25.95 H4JP537

paintings on single pages and double foldout pages,
with accompanying text. Hardbound, 320 pages,
146 images, 13" x 15%". $124.95 BLBHS820

A Transcendental Diary —
By Hari Sauri Dasa. This

—

Krsna’s Lotus Feet Pendant — Antique-Silver—

series by one of Srila

Prabhupada’s personal attendants
recounts Prabhupada’s journeys and
activities in detail during an intense part
of Prabhupada’s life. He traveled around
the world, opened temples, spoke with

Krsna: The Supreme Personal-
ity of Godhead (Deluxe Edi-
tion) — Illustrated by Devaki

Devi Dasi. Srila Prabhupada’s
summary study of the Tenth
Canto of the Srimad-

Marked with detailed impres-
sions of the symbols on Krsna’s
feet. Cast in solid silver. Pendant
is approximately 14" x 1%4", and
comes with a strong 18" silver
“snake” chain. $24.95 KXJP639

Colored Nrsimha Pendant —
The elegant silver-colored metal
pendant hangs from a thin loop
perfect for either a simple chain
or your favorite neck beads.
14" high. $3.95 S2JP447

celebrities and supporters, and corre-

Bhagavatam. Includes a revised Nrsimha Avatar Pen-

sponded with followers and disciples
by the hundreds. Softbound, 5%2" x 812",
$14.95 each.

index, extended glossary, a map
of ancient India, and a mul-
timedia CD. Hardbound, 844
pages, 77 color plates, 72" x
9%". $49.95 BLBH245

dant — Keep the protec-
Nrsihha Amulet — The cap- tor of the devotees close
tivating features of Nrsimha, to your heart with this
the protector of the devo- elegant silver pendant

Jagannatha Pendant —
Celebrate your devo-
tion to Lord Krsna

Vol. 3 - B6BS283
Vol. 1 -B6BS281 Vol 4 - B6BS284
Vol.2 - B6BS282  Vol. 5 — B6BS285

by wearing this bright
silver Jagannatha
pendant. Approxi-
mately %" wide. $9.95
HA4JP458

with ruby eyes. Pendant
is approximately 1" oval,
with a permanent, gener-
ous loop. $27.95 H4JP730

tees, create a classic style
that looks great on every-
one. Amulent is 1" wide.
$17.95 H4JP567

——

Find many more pendants and amulets and a large
selection of jewelry at store.krishna.com

p———

Incense

Prema Mix Incense — These specially blended fragrances will add a heavenly
aroma to your home temple. Set the scene for deity worship, yoga, or meditation
with this quality incense. Choose from 2 sizes:

8" x 10" (Top row, left to right)

Classic Krsna and Arjuna — B6RR215 $6.95

Krsna on Yamuna Bank — B6RR226 $6.95

Uddhava — B6RR235 $6.95

Birth of Lord Krsna — B6RR241 $6.95

Krsna with the Peacocks — B6RR263 $6.95

Lord Caitanya's Nama Sankirtana — BORR221 $6:95 SALE $1.99

EXTRA-LARGE (A 400-stick bundle of 5 fragrances.)

Mayapur Prema Mix — Saraswati, Vrindavan Darshan, Krishna Raj, Chintamani,
and Frankincense. $21.95 KXFB400

Vraja Prema Mix — Chandan Deluxe, Special Tulasi Flora, Highest Gold,
White Rose, and Lavender. $33.95 KXFB440

LARGE (A 200-stick bundle of 4 fragrances.)

Mayapur Prema Mix — Saraswati, Vrindavan Darshan, Krishna Raj, and
Chintamani. $12.95 KXFB200

Vraja Prema Mix — Chandan
Deluxe, Highest Gold, Spe-
cial Tulasi Flora, and Laven-
der. $20.95 KXFB220

Krishna Prema Mix — Nag
Champa, Sandalwood, Prabhu-
pada, and Sai Flora. $12.95

Find many more photos and prints KXFB649

at store.krishna.com

Masterpiece Incense — A rich blend of spices, resins, and woods.

5" x 7" (Left two rows) Each stick will burn for an hour, and the fragrance will linger for
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Radha & Krsna in the Forest — BERR502 $2:97 SALE $0.97 days. Each packet contains 10 grams, or 6-8 sticks. $1.95 per packet.
The Charging Chariot — B6RR551 $2:97 SALE $0.97
Govinda Krsna — B6RR516 $2:97-SALE $0.67

Radha and Krsna on Swing — B6RR519 $2:97 SALE $0.67
Nityananda — BORR524 $2:97 SALE $0.67

Krsna & Gopis Under the Moon — B6RR530 $2:97 SALE $0.67

"
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Baba (an earthy blend of spices, resins, & woods) — BCFS426
Chandra (a light, airy fragrance) — BCFS427

Darshan (cinnamon & sandalwood) — BCFS428

Nanak (sandalwood & frankincense) — BCFS431

Laxmi (garden flowers, woods, & spices) — BCFS430
Pariloka (sandalwood, vanilla, & vetivert) —- BCFS432

Ram (rosewood, cinnamon, & ylang ylang) — BCFS434
Vishnu (patchouli & sandalwood) — BCFS134

—
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Book of Eggfree Cakes — By Cintia Stammers.
Over 200 recipes, all egg free. Perfect low-

Vegetarian World Food — By Kurma Dasa.
Karma's vegetarian cuisine is attracting
sugar, low-fat, low-cholesterol recipes with an
emphasis on flavor, simplicity, and health. The
ideal book for vegetarians and people aller-

food lovers from all cultures with its exotic
flavors, delicate spices, superb nutrition, and
positively addictive taste. This cookbook
gic to eggs. Hardbound, 254 pages, 6%" x 84",
$28.95 BSBH311

gives you 321 recipes from the Mediterra-
nean, India, Europe, Southeast Asia, and
other regions around the globe. Hardbound,

213 pages, 321 recipes, numerous color
photographs, 10" x 10". $24.95 BLBH298

VEDIC THOUGHTS

The Art of Indian Sweets — By
Krishna Priya Dasi. In this col-

%, w_;““q E !*leml

;.:: Cooking With Kurma: More Great Vegetarian Dishes — lection, Krishna Priya Dasi
- By Kurma Dasa. Through television shows and personal shows how to make 56 delicious Everyone has a tendency cuted by the senses, it is called
ol appearances around the world, as well as through his traditional Indian sweets, includ- _ .
: i cookbooks, Kiirma Dasa has jovially introduced millions ing several variations of halva, to love someone. That Krsna sadhana—bhaktz, or the regula—

\ of people to his special firand of elegant and eclectic cut laddu, sandesh, jamun, pera, and gy should be the object of love is tive discharge of devotional service.
w sine. This book contains hundreds of recipes from many more. Hardbound, 117 pages, i 3 . . . e .
= cultures, an extensive glossary of herbs and spices, and 6"x 9". $19.95 T3BH731 "ﬂ"r 5 the central point of Krsna conscious- Such devotion eternally exists within the
- stunning color photos of the finished recipes. . .. . .
; Hardbound, 244 pages, profusely Lo Krishnats Cakine, ness. By constantly chanting the Hare Krsna  heart of every living entity. The awakening
E | iliustrated, 814" x 10?;;:1‘222 The Art of Indian Vegetar- mantra and remembering the transcendental  of this eternal devotion is the potentiality of
2 | ian Cooking - By Yamuna pastimes of Krsna, one can be fully in Krsna  devotional service in practice.
- Devi. Yamuna's award- X tte L . .
. The Hare Krishna Book of Vegetarian Cooking — By Adiraja winning cookbook has consciousness and thus make his life sublime Srila Riipa Gosvami

Dasa. An introduction to Indian vegetarian cooking. Over 100 more than 500 recipes with and fruitful Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.2
recipes and detailed instructions on preparing all the essential illustrations from India's .

.: unique ingredients that make up Indian vegetarian cuisine. From great culinary tradition. His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
) ( the simple to the advanced. Hardbound, 318 pages, 39 color Hardbound, 800 pages, Swami Prabhupada ln this Kali-yuga, of what use is a collection
- i j ' '
. | photos, 6" x 9". $14.95 BLBH237 index, dust-jacket, 8" x 10". : .
a $39.95 PGBH612 Ié’lsmi th;’SS Uptemeersonaliylof Gadiead of hundreds or thousands of other scriptures
¥ apter

in the home of someone who does not have

Great Vegetarian Dishes:

the scripture Bhagavatam?
Skanda Purana, Visnu-khanda 5.16.40

Over 200 Recipes from
Around the World - By
Kurma Dasa. Love inter-

TSI A
VECETARIAN DisiES. A person who gives up all fruitive activities

KRISHNA.COM STORE

P. 0. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA  (300) 800-3284 and offers himself entirely unto Me, eagerly

Outside USA & Canada: +1 (386) 462-1241 or fax (386) 462-1761
Email: store@krishna.com ® Web: www.krishna.com/store

national cuisine? Here's
your guide to vegetarian
versions of all your favor-
ite dishes. Hardbound, 192
pages, full color photos, 9" -
x 10%". $24.95 BLBH235 [

e

desiring to render service unto Me, achieves W
ith their words, they offer prayers to the

Lord. With their minds, they always remem-
ber the Lord. With their bodies, they offer

Use this promotional code to get 10% off liberation from birth and death and is pro-

your next online order: BTG486D* moted to the status of sharing My own

f (Include item codes when ordering. Please print clearly.) OpulenCCS. .o

i., Please send me: Qty. Amount Lord Sri Krsna obeisances to the Lord. Despite all these
Simple Vegetarian Cooking, Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.29.34 e e . . ..
Indian Style - By Shanka activities, they are still not satisfied. This is the
Dasa. A variety of tasty P C o nature of pure devotees. Shedding tears from
Indian meals. This cookbook ranava, or omkara, is an indirect name of hei hev dedi heir whole li
i iall tf . . . , their eyes, they dedicate their whole lives to

(To order additional items, use a separate sheet.) Sub ! t:tz:gizliv}?on‘rl::;lgniozrevtigat Krsna’ the Orlglnal sound Of the Vedas’ Sabda th L yda, y
ubtota e Lord’s service.

the food they eat is a gift brahma. The noun pranava is formed from

from God (Krsna) and natu-
rally feel inclined to show

Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya

[] Credit card Quoted in Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 23.23

[ Check/ money order

Sales tax (Florida only) the verb pranu (“to sound”), made from the

their appreciation and grati-
tude. Softbound, 160 pages,
6"x9".$8.95 VMBS607

Amt. enclosed

prefix pra (“very much”) and the verb nu
Make checks payable to Krishna.com. (US funds only.) For subscriptions, make checks
payable to Back to Godhead. We accept the following credit cards: VISA, MasterCard,
American Express, Discover.

(“to praise™). Therefore pranava, or omkara, \\[¢ can accept either that which is imme-

is the sound incarnation of the Supreme diately appealing (preyas) or that which is

The Higher Taste — By dis-
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|
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|
|
|
|
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|
| Payment method:
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Name ciples of $rila Prabhupada. Brahman, the person worthy of our praise permanently beneficial (Sreyas). The wise,
Address Apt. Over 50 delicious recipes and worship. . . .
City State Zio from Ttaly, India, Mexico, ] p after careful consideration, accept that which
Tel Email the Middle East, and other Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura is enduringly salutary, whereas those whose
: countries. This revised edi- Sri Caitanya Siksamrta, Chapter One, Part 5 . X . .

Card no. Exp. S. Cwx tion includes ecological and judgment is poor prefer fleeting gain and
Signature moral reasons to become W . o

& hen transcendental devotional service, pleasure.

* Cannot be applied to previous orders. Excludes sale and clearance items, as well as shipping / handling charges. Expires Jan. 1,2015.

# Orders outside US, $6 plus 25% of order. (For a more accurate shipping quote, please call or email us.)
##4 Security code. Orders cannot be processed without 3-digit code on back of card (for AmEx: 4-digit code on front).
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|
|
S/H ($6 plus 10% of order)** — I
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a vegetarian. Softbound,
156 pages, 4" x 7". $2.95
BLBS739

by which love for Krsna is attained, is exe-

Katha Upanisad 1.2.2
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HELP SRILA PRABHUPADA SPREAD THE MESSAGE OF BACK TO GODHEAD

On the order of his guru to teach Krsna consciousness to the English-speaking world, Srila Prabhupada started Back to
Godhead magazine in 1944. Now, seventy years later, Back to Godhead is still a vital tool to introduce people to Lord
Krsna’s valuable teachings and to nurture the spiritual life of people already familiar with those teachings. Unsold copies
of BTG accumulate over time, and we now have around 9,000 magazines, going back about five years. We feel it’s a shame
for those magazines to lie in our warehouse rather than in the hands of people who can benefit from everything Krsna
consciousness has to offer. To encourage you to help us distribute these leftover magazines, we’re offering past issues at
drastically reduced prices:

Orders of 10-50: $1.00 each, 51-500: $0.75 each, 500+: $0.60 each. (Shipping costs are extra.)

To order, contact the Krishna.com Store and let one of our Customer Service Representatives know you’re interested in the
“BTG Warehouse Clearance Sale.” Because our inventory includes more than thirty different issues in various quantities,
and because different issues may be mixed together in one carton, we will send you issues of our choosing, although we
can try to fill requests for specific issues.



