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COVER Lord Rama and Sita Devi enjoy forest
life during Their exile, part of which took place
in what is now Nashik, in the Indian
state of Maharashtra. Please
see the article beginning on
page 16. (Painting by

Dhrti Devi Dasi.)

“This eating-sleeping
is not all. There is God.
You should under-
stand—you have got
a relationship with
Him. If you want to
have a better life
next time, then you
must become God
conscious. You
must be sinless.”
—p. 53
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IN THIS ISSUE we visit
Nashik, a holy site whose
history traces to the remote
past. In a previous age, Lord
Kapila performed austerities
there. Much later, Lord
Rama chose it as the site

for His ashram. Still later, the sage Gautama
established a temple to Lord Siva there.

The story of the origin of that temple shows
the prominent role that reverence for the cow
played when Vedic culture prevailed in India.
Today, mistreatment of the cow in India is a
sad symptom of the decline of that culture, as
Braja Sevaki Devi Dast tells us in Culture?
What Culture?

At the root of Vedic culture is acknowl-
edgment of a supreme controller behind
the forces of nature. Like the rest of the
world, people in India today often fall prey
to exaggerated promises of what science
can do for us. In this issue’s Vedic Observer,
Caitanya Carana Dasa writes of the false
hopes engendered by cloud seeding in India,
an example of trying to force nature into
submission rather than cooperating with her
and her controller.

Srila Prabhupada worked tirelessly to
revive Vedic culture, in India and around the
word. Punk and Krsna in a Teabag tells the
story of one of millions of souls who heeded
his call.

Hare Krsna.—Nagaraja Dasa, Editor
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illusion, spirit from matter, the eternal
from the temporary.

¢ To expose the faults of materialism.

* To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques
of spiritual life.

e To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.

e To celebrate the chanting of the holy
names of God as taught by Lord Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

e To help every living being remember
and serve Sri Krsna, the Personality of
Godhead.
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Lord Sri Caitanya
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Letters

Bangladesh Pioneers

Congratulations on another excel-
lent issue of BTG [Sept/Oct]. I
especially liked the article about
my dear friend Sridhara Swami,
and the article on Bangladesh by
Indradyumna Swami was quite
enjoyable as well. If I may, I'd like
to mention some of the coura-
geous ISKCON devotees who first
carried Srila Prabhupada’s move-
ment to Bangladesh.

In 1978, the year after Prabhu-
pada’s departure, Prabhavisnu
Swami and Jayapataka Swami
asked Vaiyasaki Dasa to go to
Bangladesh with ISKCON’s dis-
tinct message of love for Krsna.
Vaiyasaki and Canuri Dasa, a
French devotee, courageously jour-
neyed to that primarily Muslim
land and brought the holy name of
Krsna. The early days there were
rough. Rasika Dasa and Nisthula
Dasa soon came with assistance.
These devotees all risked their
lives in a country where there was
much animosity toward anyone or
anything non-Muslim.

Satyaraja Dasa
Nyack, New York

Four Stages of Life

Are the four stages of one’s life—
brahmacari, grhastha, vanaprastha,
sannyasi—recommended in the
present age?
Ameeta Gangadeen
Via the Internet

OUR REPLY: In general these four
asramas are always recommended
in any age because they are crea-
ted by Krsna along with the four
varnas: brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya,
and Siidra (Bhagavad-gita 4.13). In
the present age, however, every-
one is a Siidra by default, and the
sidras generally accept only the
grhastha asrama (married life).
Generally the vaisyas and ksatriyas
accept the brahmacarya, grhastha,
and vanaprastha asramas, and the
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brahmanas accept all four asramas.
The Krsna consciousness movement
is especially training brahmanas,
and it expected that they will accept
the four asramas. Of course, some
brahmanas skip the grhastha and
vanaprastha asramas and go straight
to sannyasa, but that is a minority.
There is a verse forbidding the ac-
ceptance of sannydsa in the age of
Kali, but that is because most peo-
ple are not qualified for sannyasa.
Lord Caitanya, Srila Bhaktisid-
dhanta Sarasvati Thakura, and Srila
Prabhupada, all of whom are per-
fect teachers of Vedic knowledge,
accepted the sannyasa asrama, and
Srila Prabhupada gave sannydsa ini-
tiation to many disciples.

Improving Chanting

Could you give me some guidance
on improving my chanting?
Ajay Maheshwaram
Via the Internet

OUR REPLY: Chanting is very sim-
ple, but the mind has the tendency
to wander. In Bhagavad-gita (6.26)
Lord Krsna mentions the flicking
nature of the mind, so we should
not be at all surprised to encoun-
ter it. Arjuna complained to Lord
Krsna that it was more difficult to
control the mind than the wind
(Bg. 6.34). Krsna, however, consid-
ered that it is possible to control the
mind by suitable practice and by
detachment (Bg. 6.35). Our prac-
tice is to chant Hare Krsna, and our
detachment is to give up the four
sinful acts. So we should not con-
clude that it is impossible, although
it may sometimes seem that way.
During japa we can always try
to bring the mind back to the holy
sound of the maha-mantra, soberly
considering that at the moment
of death we must fix the mind on
Krsna and death can come at any
time. We can also consider the
greatness of the holy name—it is
Krsna Himself—and how Bhakti-
vinoda Thakura says that there is



nothing of value in the entire mate-
rial world but the holy name of the
Lord.

The holy name can free us from
all material distress and submerge us
in an ocean of transcendental hap-
piness. The holy name is well worth
paying attention to. Japa is the prac-
tice of fixing the mind on Krsna’s
name whenever it runs off. You will
get better gradually simply by prac-
ticing every day with awareness of its
great importance, just as we improve
at anything we practice. Moreover,
Krsna is always inclined to help His
devotees, so there is great hope for
success.

Practice hearing and chanting the
spiritual sound with enthusiasm, and
you’ll ultimately become absorbed
in Krsna consciousness. You can
also try tricks like chanting louder
(so it is easier to hear) or faster (so
there is no time to think about any-
thing else). But ultimately we have
to drag the mind back. When we
start a new round on our beads,
we can practice attentiveness with
renewed determination and try chant
with perfect attention as long as
possible.

You can find more advice in
books like The Nectarean Ocean
of the Holy Name, by Sacinandana
Swami, and Art of Chanting, by
Mahanidhi Swami.

Avataras for Each Age

I read all the main topics on Krishna.
com, and that was very helpful. I am
very thankful to the team that devel-
oped the site.

Could you please explain the dif-
ferent yugas and what form of the
Lord appears in each?

Mankala Satheesh
Via the Internet

OUR REPLY: There are four yugas, or
ages: Satya, Treta, Dvarapa, and Kali.
Kali lasts 432,000 years. Dvarupa is
twice as long as Kali, Treta is three
times as long as Kali, and Satya is
four times as long as Kali.

The eleventh canto of the Sri-
mad-Bhagavatam, chapter 5, iden-
tifies the yuga-avataras by color:
(1) Sukla (white) in the Satya-yuga
(Bhag. 11.5.21); (2) rakta (red) in
the Treta-yuga (Bhag. 11.5.24); (3)
syama (dark blue) in the Dvapara-
yuga (Bhag. 11.5.27); and (4) gen-
erally krsna (black), but in special
cases pita (yellow)—as Caitanya
Mahaprabhu—in the Kali-yuga
(Bhag. 11.5.32 and 10.8.13).

Guidance for
Deity Worship

Would you be able to guide me in
deity worship? What are the off-
enses to be avoided? What must
we think about and what prayers
should we say in front of the deities,
when bowing down, in kirtana, on
leaving the temple, and so on? Can
we really talk to the deities?

Nagan

Via the Internet

OUR REPLY: We are to think that
the deity of Krsna is identical to the
Supreme Lord Krsna Himself, and
thus we should cultivate awe and
reverence for the deity. We should
bow down before the deity upon
coming into and leaving His pres-
ence. Prayers of great devotees
of the past may be offered. Riipa
Gosvami’s Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu,
which Srila Prabhupada summa-
rized in The Nectar of Devotion,
tells all the offenses to be avoided
as well as positive devotional activi-
ties to be performed, so it would be
good for you to get that book.

Yes, we can talk to the deities
by offering prayers, but we must
be very spiritually elevated for the
deity to speak to us. ¥

CORRECTION

The cover artist for the Sept/Oct
issue was incorrectly identified.
The artist was Madhava-priya Devi
Dasi. We apologize for the mistake.
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SYMPTOMS
OF THE
LIBERATED

How we can recognize a person truly free
from the influence of material nature.

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

prayena munayo rajan
nivrtta vidhi-sedhatah

nairgunya-stha ramante sma
gunanukathane hareh

“O King Pariksit, mainly the topmost
transcendentalists who are above the
regulative principles and restrictions
take pleasure in describing the glories
of the Lord.”

—Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.1.7

At that time, one does not very strictly fol-

low the regulative principles. Or, rather, it is

not that the paramaharisas are not following, but

they’re above all regulative principles. We should

not imitate that position: “Now we have become

paramahamsas, and we can neglect all regulative

principles.” No. You must prove that you are a
paramahamsa.

What is the paramaharisa stage? Nairgunya-stha

T here is a stage called the paramahamsa stage.

ramante sma gunanukathane hareh—
when one’s only business is to glorify
Krsna. A paramaharmsa does not think,
“I have become a paramaharmsa. Let
me eat and sleep.” No. The symptom is
that one cannot waste a moment without
glorifying Krsna.That is a paramahamsa.
When you cannot remain even for a sin-
gle moment without describing Krsna,
then you can know that you are on the
paramaharisa stage. No attachment
for anything material; simply attach-
ment for Krsna.

Then you can give up the regulative principles.
Not before that. Don’t imitate. You must first come
to that positive stage.

DESIRELESSNESS IMPOSSIBLE

The paramahamisa stage is not simply negative.
You must stand on a positive platform. Those who
are Sinyavadi [voidists] are simply concerned with

Left: By being constantly engaged in Krsna’s service, Riipa Gosvami and
Sanatana Gosvami exemplified the transcendental position of devotees of the Lord.
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If you simply engage yourself
only in hearing about Krsna, then you are
nistraigunya, above the modes.

the negative. The other day a Zen
Buddhist came. He said that the goal
is “to become desireless.” These peo-
ple do not know that it is impossible
to become desireless. Therefore they
are disturbed always. It is not possible
to become desireless. That is a nega-
tive post, nirvana.

That is Buddha philosophy, nirvana.
“Stop these material nonsense activi-
ties.” But unless one has positive activi-
ties,how he can give up this nonsense?
Parari drstva nivartate [ Bhagavad-gita
2.59]. You must give someone good
engagement. Otherwise, he’ll go on
committing all nonsense. Just like you.
You have been given good engage-
ment—deity worship and so many
other things. You are engaged. There-
fore you have no time to divert your
attention for nonsense things.

To try to stop nonsense artificially
will not work. The U.S. government
tried to stop intoxication—LSD—
by spending millions of dollars. Not
a single man was stopped. And here
in Krsna consciousness, as soon as
they come, immediately they stop.
Why? Param drstva nivartate. When
one understands that he is getting
better “intoxication,” then he thinks,
“Why shall I go to LSD?” That is
required.

Here it is said, nivrita vidhi-sed-
hatah. There are two things—vidhi
and nisedha, or do’s and don’ts. We
say, “Chant the Hare Krsna mantra,”
and “No illicit sex.” Positive and neg-
ative. Vidhi means do’s, and nisedha
do not’s.

These do’s and don’ts are the begin-
ning of life. Don’t try to become a
paramaharisa from the very beginning.
Then you’ll fall flat. Nairgunya means
above material nature. Material nature
is called traigunya. Traigunya means
the three modes of material nature:
goodness, passion,and ignorance. When
you rise above these three gunas, or

modes, then there is the possibility of
becoming a paramaharsa.

Krsna advised Arjuna, traigunya-
visaya veda nistraigunyo bhavarjuna
[Bhagavad-gita 2.45]. The Vedas deal
with the three gunas, giving directions
according to each one. For persons in
sattva-guna, or the mode of goodness,
there are six Puranas. There are eigh-
teen Puranas in all. Some of them are
for persons situated in the mode of
goodness, some of them are for per-
sons in rajo-guna (passion), and some
of them are for persons in tamo-guna
(ignorance).

In the Vedas there is a recommen-
dation to worship goddess Kali. That
is for the tamo-guna, not for the sat-
tva-guna. The Puranas for sattva-guna
include the Visnu Purana, Brahmanda
Purana, Brahma-vaivarta Purana, and
Bhagavata Purana. Knowledge has to
be given to everyone, but according
to each person’s capacity. If one is in
tamo-guna, you cannot raise him imme-
diately to the sattva-guna. Tamo-guna
is meat-eating, drinking. These are in
tamo-guna—in darkness. The Vedas
give everyone a chance: “All right,
you want to eat meat? All right, eat
meat. But offer it to the goddess Kali.”
That means that there is a restriction.
Meat-eating is not required, but a ras-
cal will not want to hear this immedi-
ately. Therefore give him some conces-
sion: “All right, you can eat meat by
offering a sacrifice. Not the cow, but
a lower animal, like goats.”

But regulated meat-eating is not
meant for sattva-guna. For persons in
sattva-guna the prescription is differ-
ent. And for rajo-guna the prescrip-
tion is different.

RISE ABOVE
THE MODES

On the whole, we are always mixed
up with the sattva-guna, rajo-guna,
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and tamo-guna. That is our material
position. Therefore sometimes we
come to Krsna consciousness when
we are in sattva-guna, and when tamo-
guna or rajo-guna attacks, we some-
times fall down. So we have to rise
above these gunas. Traigunya-visaya
veda nistraigunyo bhavarjuna. Krsna
advised Arjuna, “Rise above these
three gunas.”

How it can be done? Simply by hear-
ing about Krsna. This is nairgunya-stha
ramante sma gunanukathane hareh.
If you simply engage yourself only
in hearing about Krsna, then you are
nistraigunya, above the modes. That
is the process. Simple. No other busi-
ness than hearing about Krsna.

We have given you so many books.
Don’t sleep. Don’t waste a single
moment. Of course, you have to sleep,
but reduce it as much as possible. Eat-
ing, sleeping, mating, and defending—
reduce them.

That is the example shown by the
six Gosvamis. Nidrahara-viharakadi-
vijitau: they conquered eating, sleeping,
and sex. That is the spiritual platform.
No more sleeping, no more eating, no
more sex life. That is perfection. And
one who can conquer these three
things—eating, sleeping, and sex—is
fearless, automatically. There is no
requirement of defense because such
a person can meet any situation.

That is the paramaharsa stage,
where there is no regulation. Don’t
imitate. Some of our students have
exhibited that their thoughtis “There
is no need of regulations. We are all
paramaharmsas.” Not paramaharisa—
rascal number one! Here is the test
of the paramaharisa: one who is not
influenced by the material qualities—
rajo-guna, sattva-guna, and tamo-guna.
And the test of that is that one has
conquered eating, sleeping, and sense
enjoyment.

Rise above the modes by hearing



about Krsna. The Gosvamis were
always writing books about Krsna. Fol-
lowing their example, we are simply
describing the different activities and
attributes of Krsna. In today’s verse
it is said, gunanukatha: “describing
the glories of the Lord.” Anu means
not whimsically, but by following the
superior authorities. You cannot write
anything not approved by the supe-
rior authorities. Therefore, we have
to give examples, with quotations
from the Sastra, the scripture. What
I am speaking, it is supported by the
Sastras. Not that I have inventive
power—*I can write anything I like.”
That is nonsense. Anukathane means
you must hear from the authority per-
fectly. Then try to write. Not that you
write whimsically, whatever you like.
That is not allowed. And that will not
be accepted.

Therefore, in the beginning of this
chapter [2.1.1] we learned,

variyan esa te prasnah
krto loka-hitam nrpa
atmavit-sammatah pumsan
Srotavyadisu yah parah

“My dear King, your question is glo-
rious because it is very beneficial to
all kinds of people. The answer to this
question is the prime subject mat-
ter for hearing, and it is approved by
all transcendentalists.” Atmavit-sam-
matah: “It is approved by the real-
ized souls.” Not that whimsically I do
something or you question something.
No. The question must be approved
by atmavit, a self-realized person, and
the answer should be given by the self-
realized person. That is wanted.

NO INDEPENDENCE

We have no independence, either
materially or spiritually. But we’re
falsely thinking to become indepen-
dent.That is called illusion, maya. The
rascals do not know that there is no
independence at all, either materi-
ally or spiritually. Just like the out-
laws—they have no independence,
either criminally or civilly. When a
person is a good citizen there is no
independence,and when he’s a crimi-
nal there is no independence. So why
is he thinking, “I shall act criminally

and become independent”? That is
not possible. And because he cannot
understand it, he is a rascal. His inde-
pendence is illusion.

Where is your independence? Illu-
sion. Maya. When you are under the
strict rules and regulations of mate-
rial nature,how are you independent?
Daivi hy esa gunamayi mama maya
duratyaya |Bhagavad-gita7.14]. People
think that to surrender to Krsna is a
slave mentality. “I shall remain free.”
But where is your freedom, sir? That
is illusion.

As long as one is a rascal, falsely
thinking that he’s independent, he must
observe the regulative principles, vidhi-
nisedha. When he’s actually situated
on the transcendental platform, that
is called nairgunya-sthah. Stha means
“situated,” “not flickering,” “perma-
nent.” So nairgunya means devotional
service. That is nairgunya.

That is stated in the Bhagavad-
gita:

mam ca yo 'vyabhicarena
bhakti-yogena sevate

sa gunan samatityaitan
brahma-bhiiyaya kalpate

“One who engages in full devotional
service, unfailing in all circumstances,
at once transcends the modes of ma-
terial nature and thus comes to the
level of Brahman.” [14.26]

brahma-bhiuitah prasannatma
na Socati na kanksati

samah sarvesu bhiitesu
mad-bhaktim labhate param

“One who is thus transcendentally
situated at once realizes the Supreme
Brahman and becomes fully joyful. He
never laments or desires to have any-
thing. He is equally disposed toward
every living entity. In that state he
attains pure devotional service unto
Me.” [18.54]

Everything is there in Bhagavad-
gita.

Nairgunya means one who is twenty-
four hours engaged in devotional
service. He’s on the nairgunya plat-
form and is no longer influenced by
the material qualities. Mam ca yo
‘vyabhicarena. Avyabhicarena means
without any flaw, without any fault.
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What Is the
HareKrsnaVlovement?

Founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the International
Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness (ISKCON) carries on a great
ancient tradition rooted in the
Bhagavad-gita, the teachings Lord
Krsna spoke five millenniums
ago. The Gita and the other Vedic
scriptures declare Krsna to be

the original person, God Himself,
who appears periodically in this
world to liberate all living beings.

Only five hundred years ago,
Krsna descended as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach the most
sublime and effective means of
meditation for the present day:
the chanting of the names of God,
especially as found in the Hare
Krsna mantra.

Today members of ISKCON
continue Lord Caitanya’s move-
ment by distributing the teachings
of Lord Krsna and the Hare
Krsna mantra all over the world.

Pronunciation

We spell Sanskrit words and
names by a phonetic system that
lets you know how to say each
word. Pronounce short a like the
u in but, long a like the a in far
(and held twice as long as the
short a). Pronounce e like the a
in evade, long 1 like the i in pique.
Pronounce the vowel r like the ri
in rim, and c like the ch in chair.
Pronounce consonants like ch, jh,
and dh as in staunch-heart, hedge-
hog, and red-hot. Pronounce $
and s like sh. So for Krsna say
KRISHNA, for Caitanya say
CHAITANYA.

Spiritual Names

ISKCON members receive names
of Lord Krsna or His great devo-
tees, combined with Dasa, for
men, or Dasi, for women, both

of which mean “servant.” For
instance, the name Krsna Dasa
means “servant of Krsna.”



As soon as you are actually
engaged in devotional service, there will be no more
punishment by the material nature.

When one is strictly following and
engaged in devotional service accord-
ing to the restriction, or instruction, of
the Sastra and spiritual master, one can
conquer or surpass the three modes
of material nature. And that stage is
brahma-bhiitah.

SYMPTOMS OF THE
SPIRITUAL PLATFORM

Now, everyone can say, “I am now
in the brahma-bhiitah.” But the symp-
tom of one on that platform is given, so
you cannot cheat. What is that symp-
tom? Brahma-bhiitah prasannatma.
If you are actually on the brahma-
bhiitah platform, then the symptom
will be prasannatma: jolly, always.
There will be no more moroseness.
Always jolly. That is the first symp-
tom. “Oh, I am now free from the
material clutches.”

Assoon as you are actually engaged
in devotional service, there will be
no more punishment by the material
nature. Therefore you will always be
jubilant, prasannatma. What is the
meaning of prasannatma? Prasannatma
means na Socati na karnksati: not desir-
ing anything, and not lamenting for
anything. That is the brahma-bhiitah
stage. If something is lost, “Never
mind. Krsna desired the loss. That’s
all right.” And if there is a gain, one
does not jump like a monkey—“Oh, I
have gained this! I have gained this!”
[Laughter.]

No. Everything is Krsna’s. I am
engaged in Krsna’s service. If there
is some loss, it is Krsna’s desire. And
if there is some profit, it is Krsna’s
money. I don’t possess anything. Why
shall I jump? Of course, we can jump.
“Oh, we have gained so many things
for Krsna!” That is different.

Another symptom of the brahma-
bhiita stage is samah sarvesu bhiitesu:
equal to everyone. One who under-

stands that everyone is a spirit soul,
some way or other entangled in a
material body, is fit for transcenden-
tal service to the Lord.

After being liberated from the
three material modes, one has to be
situated in nistraigunya. Here it is
stated “nairgunya.” Nairgunya and
nistraigunya have the same meaning.
Nairgunya-stha ramante: one enjoys
life. As soon as you come to the plat-
form of nairgunya, free from the infec-
tion of the three material qualities, then
ramante: everything is pleasure.

Therefore those who are yogis—
who are bhaktas, bhakti-yogis—also
enjoy life. It is not that we restrict:
“Don’t enjoy the senses.” Sense “enjoy-
ment”is not enjoyment;it is bondage.
Suppose I am enjoying either illicit or
legal sex. I am under bondage. Even
it is legal sex life, I get children, and
then I have a duty to the children. So
either in goodness or in ignorance,
there is bondage.

Therefore one has to rise above the
three modes,and then one enjoys. What
is that enjoyment? Ramante yogino
‘nante. That is not limited enjoyment,
for few minutes. No. Anante, eternal
enjoyment. And that is satyanande,
that is real ananda. That is real bliss.
When your ananda does not stop,
that is real ananda. And the ananda,
or the pleasure, which is for a few
seconds or a few minutes, that is not
ananda. That is illusion. Real ananda
will continue. It will never stop. It will
never end.

Therefore it is said,

ramante yogino ’'nante
satyanande cid-atmani

iti rama-padendsau
param brahmabhidhiyate

“The Supreme Absolute Truth is called
Rama because the transcendentalists
take pleasure in the unlimited true
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pleasure of spiritual existence.” [ Padma
Purana]l When we enter the platform
of continuous blissfulness, ananda, that
is the connection with, and that is the
meaning of, Rama. That means that
when one is situated in the service
of the Param Brahma, the Supreme
Truth, his life is successful.

FIX THE MIND
ON KRSNA

Here it is said, nairgunya-stha ra-
mante sma gunanukathane hareh: when
not a single moment is wasted with-
out talking about Krsna. So practice
this. First of all, fix your mind on the
lotus feet of Krsna. If your mind is
fixed, then the other senses will act,
because the other senses act under the
leadership of the mind. Your mind is
your enemy or your friend. The mind
engaged in Krsna consciousness is your
friend. And the mind engaged in other
consciousness is your enemy.

You can create your mind as friend
or enemy—according to your desire.
Deity worship means to fix your mind
on the lotus feet of Krsna, always wor-
shiping Krsna. If you fix your mind
on the lotus feet of Krsna, immedi-
ately you are nairgunya-stha—situ-
ated in the nairgunya, the transcen-
dental platform.

In another place, it is said,

Srnvatam sva-kathah krsnah
punya-Sravana-kirtanah
hrdy antah-stho hy abhadrani

vidhunoti suhrt satam

“SriKrsna, the Personality of Godhead,
who is the Paramatma [Supersoul] in
everyone’s heart and the benefactor
of the truthful devotee, cleanses desire
for material enjoyment from the heart
of the devotee who has developed the
urge to hear His messages, which are

(please turn to page 37)



Glossary

Acarya—a spiritual master who teaches by example.

Balarama—I ord Krsna’s first expansion, who acts in the
role of Lord Krsna’s elder brother.

Battle of Kurukshetra—an epic battle for rule of the
world, fought five thousand years ago.

Bhagavad-gita—the sacred book in which Lord Krsna
gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and
disciple Arjuna.

Bhakti—devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura—the spiritual mas-
ter of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

Bhakti-yoga—linking with the Supreme Lord through
devotional service.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu—the incarnation of Lord Krsna
who appeared five hundred years ago to teach the
chanting of the names of God as the religion for the
present age.

Dharma—(1) ordained duties or religious principles;

(2) one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.e., devotional
service to the Lord).

Godhead—the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality,
progressively realized first as the impersonal all-
pervasive oneness, more fully as the Supersoul within
the heart of every living being, and ultimately as the
all-opulent Supreme Person.

Gurukula—a school where children learn the philosophy
and practices of Krsna consciousness along with regu-
lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the
guru”).

Hare Krsna—the great mantra Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

ISKCON—the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness.

Japa—individual chanting of names of God, usually
while counting on beads.

Kali-yuga—in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-
mic ages, the present and worst age, the Age of
Quarrel, of which 5,000 of 432,000 years have passed.

Karma—material action; its inevitable reaction; or the
law by which such action and reaction are governed.

Kirtana—congregational singing of names of God,
usually accompanied by cymbals (karatalas) and
drums (mrdangas).

Krsna—the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His
original transcendental form (see “Godhead”).

Mahabharata—the epic history of ancient India, a
history in which the Bhagavad-gita appears as the
most important and well-known text.

Maya—illusion; the energy of the Supreme Lord that
deludes living entities into forgetting their spiritual
nature and forgetting God.

Mayavadi—one who regards the A#SE
ultimately impersonal.

Modes of nature—the three qualities (g
and ignorance) that hold sway over all 4
material world.

Nityananda—the incarnation of Lord Balarama who
appeared with Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Prasadam—vegetarian food that has been prepared for
the Lord and offered to Him with devotion (literally
“mercy”).

Puranas—Vedic histories.

Radharani—Lord Krsna’s consort and pleasure potency.

Rathayatra—*chariot festival”: a festival in which the
form of Krsna is borne in procession on a large
canopy-topped chariot or float, especially the festival
originating in Puri, India, for Jagannatha (Lord Krsna,
“the Lord of the universe”).

Sannyasa—the renounced life of a man who relinquishes
home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.

Sri—an honorific meaning “opulent” (similarly: Srila,
Srimad, Sriman, Srimati).

Srila Prabhupada—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder-acarya of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Srimad-Bhﬁgavatam—the most important of the eight-
een Puranas, which tells of the nature and pastimes
of Lord Krsna and His devotees.

Supersoul—the form of the Lord who resides in every
heart along with the individual soul.

Upanisads—the 108 essential philosophical treatises that
appear within the Vedas.

Varnasrama—the Vedic social system. It organizes so-
ciety into four occupational and four spiritual divi-
sions (varnas and asramas). The members of the four
varnas are the brahmanas (intellectuals and priests),
the ksatriyas (administrators and soldiers), the vaisyas
(farmers and businessmen), and the sudras (laborers
and artisans). The members of the four asramas are
the brahmacaris (celibate students), grhasthas (mar-
ried people), vanaprasthas (retired people), and
sannyasis (renunciants).

‘Vrndavana—the transcendental abode of Lord Krsna,
mirrored on earth as the town in India where Krsna
appeared five thousand years ago.

Vaisnava—a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the
word Visnu).

Vedas—the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord
Himself at the beginning of creation.

Vedic—pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and
related scriptures guide all aspects of human life.

Visnu—any form of the Personality of Godhead (see
“Godhead”); the forms the Lord manifests to create
and sustain the material world.



. Forsevendaysin 1975, devotees in Caracas basked
- inthe presence of the ambassador of the spiritual world.
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Ilan Chester was a young Venezu-
elan musician looking for answers to
the purpose of life. While visiting Tel
Aviv, Israel, in 1972, he met Krsna

| devotees for the first tmfe* He car-
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Prabhupada ar-
rives at the Cara-
cas airport (left
and far left),
where he is met
by disciples. (Hri-
dayananda Dasa
Goswami, far
right in photo

at left, was then
ISKCON’s GBC
for Venezuela.)
Background: out-
side the Caracas
temple in Bello
Monte, overlook-
ing the city.

ing help to open a center in Caracas.
Around that time a group of devotees
headed by Hanuman Goswami were
touring Latin America and the Carib-
bean. By the end of 1972 they arrived
in Caracas from Trinidad. Along with
- the small group of local devotees, they
quened the first ISKCON center in
| South America.
Citsukhananda Dasa, who had
opened .the first tem.Ble in Mexico
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for some time, also wanted to join the
Venezuelan devotees and help estab-
lish the movement there. He wrote to
Srila Prabhupada asking for his per-
mission and blessings. Prabhupada
replied on December 11, 1972:

So I think because Hanuman is al-
ways sending me successful reports
of preaching meetings, so many
newspaper articles and photos, that
this Krsna consciousness movement
will be very famous there and you
will find many interested persons
to become devotees, just like at
Mexico. . . . If there is good possi-
bility to arrange nice programs, and
if you have got a very nice place
by then, why shall I not stop there
in Caracas while returning to your
country sometime next year?

At the beginning of 1973 Citsuk-
hananda became the first temple pres-
ident in Caracas. In December 1973,

one year after the Caracas temple
was established, the first Venezuelan
devotees traveled with Citsukhananda
to Los Angeles to receive initiation
from Srila Prabhupada. Among them
was Ilan, who received the name Havi
Dasa. The other devotees to take ini-
tiation were Viraha Dasa, Virabahu
Dasa, Tamoha Dasa, Pramana Dasa,
Karta Dasi, and Vara Dasi. During a
morning walk in Cheviot Hills Park,
Prabhupada promised the Venezuelan
devotees he would visit their country
in the near future.

The devotees in Venezuela were
inspired by Prabhupada’s appeal to
broadcast Krsna consciousness for
the benefit of all living entities. The
movement expanded quickly in Ven-
ezuela,and many people were becom-
ing attracted to Krsna consciousness,
as predicted by Srila Prabhupada in his
letter to Citsukhananda. But the devo-
tees were not without opposition.
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EARLY STRUGGLES

Once, at the beginning of 1973,
Hanuman was speaking to a group of
students at the Central University of
Venezuela. They were communists and
became disturbed at Hanuman’s criti-
cism of atheism. A heated exchanged
ensued, and by the end the enraged
students chased Hanuman, shouting,
“Catch him! Hang him!” Somehow
they thought Hanuman belonged to
the CIA and wanted to lynch him. A
lawyer named Bolivar was passing
by in his car. Seeing Hanuman being
chased, he stopped and motioned for
him to jump in, thus saving his life.

Around that time there were many
new religious groups in Venezuela.
Some of them were dubious and at-
tracted complaints from the public.
So the government decided to inves-
tigate all the new religious groups in

(please turn to page 33)
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Devotees
fill the small
temple as
Prabhupada
leads the
chanting (top
and top left).
At left: a
morning walk
in Caracas’s
Parque del
Este (East
Park).
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_SPIRITUAL PLACES

Nashik

Lord Rama’s Home in Exile

When Lord Rama asked the sage Agastya to
suggest an area where He could build a hermitage,
Agastya directed Him to this place.

Text and photos by Adbhuta Hari Dasa

e
-

A sculpture

of Sita, Rama,
and Laksmana
(above) over-
looks Tapovan,
where Lord
Kapila per-
formed austeri-
ties long before
the time of
Lord Rama.
Nearby is the
spot where
Laksmana cut
off Sirpana-
kha’s nose,

the incident
depicted

here in bas
relief (left)

and diorama
(right).




Lord Ramacandra the Nashik area was a peace-
ful and attractive forest that abundantly supplied
all the needs of its inhabitants. Lord Rama, along with
Sita and Laksmana, spent time here during His exile
from Ayodhya. Today Nashik is abundant with pil-
grims and is attractive because of many beautiful tem-
ples, which are a testimony to its rich, eventful history.
The name Nashik derives from the word nasika,
Sanskrit for “nose.” It was here that Laksmana cut off
the nose of the demoness Siirpanakha, Ravana’s
younger sister.

On the first day of my stay in Nashik, my guide,
Yogesh, suggested we visit the Triambakeshwar Tem-
ple,located in a small village twenty-eight kilometers
from Nashik. The temple is dedicated to Lord Siva. (Tri
means “three,” ambaka “eye,” and isvara “controller.”)
This marvelous temple made of intricately carved black
stone is famous because this is one of the twelve places
where Lord Siva is self-manifested in a phallic form
(jyotirlinga). He appeared here because he was pleased
by the austerities of the sage Gautama. [See the sidebar
“The Origin of Triambakeshwar.”] The extraordinary
feature of this jyotirlinga is that it has three faces:

S. s described in Valmiki’s Ramayana, at the time of
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Nashik is about
190 km northeast
of Mumbai.

How to Get There

Air: The nearest airport is in
Mumbai.

Rail: Trains between Mumbai
and Nashik run twelve times a day.
The trip takes about five hours.
Trains leave from the main station
in Mumbai, Chhatrapati Shivaji
Terminus. Some Mumbai—Delhi
trains stop in Nashik.

Bus: Private and government
buses leave regularly
from Dadar Station.
f Car: It’s about a four-
hour drive up the Eastern
Express Highway, NH3.

I Where to Stay

Most of the hotels in Nashik are
in the middle price range (Rs
200-600). Here are some sugges-
tions:

Raj Mahal Lodge (572-880),
Padma (576-837), Hotel Holiday
Plaza (573-521), Hotel Panchavati
Ratri (571-273), Hotel Siddharth
(573-288).

Where to Eat

Some good vegetarian restaurants:
Woodlands Restaurant (across

the street from Hotel Siddharth),
Centre Point Restaurant (near
Hotel Panchavati), Hotel Holiday
Plaza Restaurant.

For more information, consult
Holy Places and Temples of India,
by Jada Bharata Dasa, available
from the Krishna.com Store.

Deities of Laksmana,
Rama, and Sita (left)

are worshiped in the
Kala Rama Temple. The
Triambakeshwar Temple
(above) is located about
twenty-eight kilometers
from Nashik.
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Brahma, Visnu, and Siva.

After seeing the deity of Lord Siva,
we walked for about one kilometer
and arrived at Kushavarta, a pond
built by the sage Gautama. The pond
is so named because it was formerly
surrounded by kusha grass, used for
worship. Today a pillared hall and a
few temples surround it. The pond is
at the foothills of Brahmagiri Moun-
tain, the source of the Godavari River.
On Brahmagiri, pilgrims visit a temple
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of Ganga Devi (the Ganges), a cave
where sage Gautama performed aus-
terities, and Rama-Lakshman Pond,
where it is believed that Lord Rama
stopped for a few days to performed
ceremonies on behalf of his departed
father, King Dasaratha.

The next day,in Nashik, we bathed
in the sacred Ramkund, where people
offer oblations to their forefathers, as
Lord Rama did. Beside Ramkundisa
small temple of the Godavari River.

It is opened only every twelfth year,
during the Nashik Kumbha-mela, a
great festival.

After bathing, we went to Tapovan
(“forest of penance”),situated on the
bank of the Godavari and Kapila riv-
ers some six kilometers south of Ram-
kund. On the spot where the Kapila
meets the Godavari is Kapila Tirtha,
where Lord Kapila performed auster-
ities. Under a large banyan tree sits
a small shrine where a deity of Lord
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Pilgrims
bathe in
the sacred
Godavari
River in
Nashik
(above). At
right, small
pools in
stone mark
the spot
where it is
said that
Brahma,
Visnu,

and Siva
witnessed
the kid-
napping of
Sita.




Laksmana is worshiped. Next to it is
a small room containing a sculpture
of Laksmana cutting off the nose of
Sarpanakha. Local people believe
this to be the spot where this inci-
dent took place.

The most interesting temples in
Nashik are the Sundara Narayana
Temple, the Kapaleswar Temple, the
Naroshankar Temple, and the Kala
Rama Temple, all built from black
stone in eighteenth century. They are
situated in the Panchavati area, close
to the Godavari River. Panchavati is
where Lord Rama, Laksmana, and
Sita lived. [See the sidebar “At Home
in Panchavati.”] The name means
“the place of five banyan trees,” and
even today there are five banyan
trees here. Next to them is a wooden
house in which there is a small cave
called Sita Gumpha. Deities of Rama,
Laksmana,and Sita are installed inside.

The Origin of
Triambakeshwar

From Siva Purana

Once the sage Gautama per-
formed great penance to invoke
rain. When the deva Varuna, who
is in charge of water, appeared
before him, Gautama requested
him to cause it to rain. Varuna
replied that if Gautama pleased
Lord Siva, his desire would be
fulfilled.

Later, Varuna told Gautama
to dig a pit, which Varuna then
filled with water. Varuna blessed
Gautama by saying that this
pond would never dry up. The
sages who had abandoned that
place because of the drought
then returned there.

One day, sage Gautama in-
structed his disciples to fetch
some water from the pond.
When the disciples reached
there, they came upon the wives
of numerous sages, who would
not allow them to take water
and instead rebuked them. The
disciples returned to the hermit-
age and told Gautama what had
happened.

Ahalya, Gautama’s wife, paci-
fied the angry disciples and went
to the pond to fetch water. This
became her daily routine. One
day Ahalya met the wives of
the sages at the pond, and they
tried to prevent her from fetch-
ing water. When they returned
to their hermitages and told
their husbands what had hap-
pened, the sages became angry
that Ahalya was trying to use
the pond.

The sages worshiped Ganesa
to please him. When Ganesa
appeared, they requested him to
drive Gautama from that place.
At first GaneSa was reluctant to
comply, but when they persisted
he agreed at last.

Disguised as a cow, Ganesa
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entered Gautama’s barley field
and started grazing. Gautama
tried to drive out the cow by hit-
ting her on the back with a bun-
dle of grass. The artificial cow
died instantly. Gautama was very
sorry for his act. But when all the
sages from the surrounding area
arrived there, they forced Gauta-
ma to abandon that place at once.

Gautama left and made his
hermitage at a little distance from
there. One day he came to the
sages and asked them how he
could atone for his sin of killing
a cow. The sages told him that he
would have to walk around the
earth three times, all the while
saying, “I have killed a cow.” They
also told him that after that he
would have to perform austerities
for one month.

As an alternative, the sages
said that Gautama could help
Ganga manifest herself and take
bath in her water. Or he could
worship thirty million Siva lirigas.

Gautama made the Siva liri-
gas and started worshiping them.
Lord Siva, pleased by his devo-
tion, appeared before him. Gau-
tama requested Lord Siva to free
him from the sin of killing a cow.
He also requested Lord Siva to
manifest the river Ganges there.

Lord Siva tried his best to
make Gautama understand that
he was innocent and that the real
culprits were the wicked sages.
But Gautama was unconvinced.
At last Siva instructed Ganga to
appear in the form of a woman.
Gautama eulogized Ganga, and
by the blessings of Lord Siva,
Gautama was freed from the sin
of killing a cow.

When Ganga asked to leave,
Lord Siva asked her to stay on
the earth. Ganga consented on
the condition that Lord Siva and
Goddess Parvati would also stay
on earth. So Lord Siva estab-
lished himself as Triambakeshwar
jyotirlinga, and Ganga became
famous as Gautami Ganga.



AtHomeinPanchavati

From Ramayana,

by Kamala Subramaniam
(Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,
Bombay, 1988).

They had arrived at Panchavati.
Rama looked around and said:
“Lakshmana, this is the place
which was indicated by the sage
Agastya. Look at those trees
laden with flowers and the river
which is so near! This must be
Panchavati. Look around, Lak-
shmana. You know only too well
the kind of place I would like.
Look for a place where there

is enough water for us to per-
form our daily worship of the
gods. Sita should be happy and
we should have peace. Trees
should be around and Samith
[firewood], darbha grass and
flowers should be within reach.
Build for us an ashrama in such
a place.”

Lakshmana said: “I am but
your servant, Rama. I will build
the ashrama but the choice of
the location should be yours. I
will not presume to know where
it should be.” Rama smiled at
the words of Lakshmana and
together they looked around
for a suitable site. After some
rambling around they found the
ideal place. Rama took Lak-
shmana’s hand in his and said:

It is believed that Sita took shelter
in this cave when an army attacked
Lord Rama. Ravana kidnapped Sita
in Panchavati, so that event, as well
Lord Rama’s killing of Marica in the
form of a deer, are exhibited in the
room across from Sita’s cave.
Spending several days in Nashik,
Yogesh and I found great inspiration
visiting the holy places. But we were
disappointed to see that pilgrims are
more interested in performing rituals
for material rewards than in learning
about the activities of Lord Rama here.
The renounced sages who live here
were unable to answer our questions
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Lord Rama, Sita, and Laksmana
enjoying forest life.

“Look, this place seems to me to
be best suited for our purpose.
The ground is level and it is sur-
rounded by trees in abundance.
Build an ashrama here for us.
Close by is a small stream, and
the perfume of lotuses floating
on its surface reaches us here.
And just across, some distance
from here, is the river Goda-
vari which the rishi told us
about. There are mountains, and
herds of deer are roaming on
the slopes. Peacocks are danc-
ing everywhere and the moun-
tains have several minerals that
glow red, white and yellow. The
green of the trees together with
these colours present the appear-
ance of a painted picture. The
elephants stand out against this
colourful background as though

about the real spiritual significance of
the place. Even in a holy place like
Nashik, spiritual knowledge about our
relationship with the Supreme Per-
son seems to be lost under the influ-
ence of this age. Fortunately, we have
found spiritual direction by hearing
from previous spiritual masters in our
line and from Srila Prabhupada and
his faithful followers. ¥

Adbhuta Hari Dasa, from Croatia, is
based at the ISKCON temple in Ba-
roda, Gujarat, India. He travels with
a group of devotees distributing Srila
Prabhupada’s books.
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they are etched in space. I like
this picturesque Panchavati. Let
us live here.”

Lakshmana built an ashrama
there on the site indicated by
Rama. He brought lotuses from
the river Godavari after bath-
ing in it. He made an offering of
flowers to the gods that guarded
the forest and spoke words pre-
scribed for averting evil. He went
to Rama and Sita. He told them
that the ashrama was ready for
them.

Rama saw how well-planned
it was and how sturdily built.

He was enchanted with it. He
embraced Lakshmana warmly
and said: “I am very pleased with
you. You have done me a very
good service and the only way I
can thank you for it is to embrace
you. You are wise, you are righ-
teous, and, even without being
told about it, you know what my
wishes are. My father, I think, is
not dead but is here, before me in
the form of my brother.” Rama
was shedding tears of joy and
Lakshmana stood with an embar-
rassed smile on his face.

They lived happily in that ash-
rama for a long while without any
disturbance. Sita enjoyed collect-
ing flowers and stringing them,
making friends with the birds, the
deer and the peacocks. Rama was
like Indra in Amaravati. He was

happy.




Kushavarta
Pond (above)
was built

by the sage
Gautama
(left). Far left:
Lord Nrsinmha
at Kushavarta
Pond. At right,
a priest reads
prayers before
a deity at the
Naroshankar
Temple, near
the Godavari
River in the
Panchavati
area.
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CULTURE?
CULTURE?

The mistreatment of cows rips the fabric
of India’s esteemed heritage.

by Braja Sevaki Devi Dasi

Angeles and San Francisco is a long,

straight stretch of road. The landscape
is bordered to the west by barren mountains
whose brown, smooth folds, like loose skin,
belie a rugged terrain.

For almost half the length of this 400-odd
mile road, as far as the eye can see to the east
are constant green splashes of farming—miles
of orange trees and other crops planted by
optimistic farmers on irrigated, otherwise bar-
ren, desert soil.

Somewhere around the middle of this jour-
ney, the landscape begins to resemble an alien
nation. Coming over a rise of land, one sees
brown soil covered by thousands of cows. At
first sight, the mass of seething bodies is hard
to identify, or perhaps the mind just hesitates to
accept it. When recognition dawns, the effect is
powerful and, for a cow lover, emotional. The
smell in the air—even through the air condi-
tioning vents of the car—is thick, earthy, pun-
gent. A truck circles the vast expanse of cow-

The I-5 freeway that runs between Los

hood, spraying water to temper the dust and
(perhaps) cool the cows that stand in morose
clusters with no water, food, or shade.

This is not a cattle farm. It is a waiting
room for a slaughterhouse. These cows are on
death row.

NOW ON TO INDIA

This is, of course, an American vista, not a
scene one would imagine encountering in India.
But in the holy land of the sacred cow, a con-
troversy rages about the prevention—or legal-
ization—of cow slaughter. One Hindu (lapsed,
no doubt) even wrote an editorial in one of the
country’s leading newspapers, speaking of his
“freedom of choice” when it came to killing
cows to eat them. No such consideration for
the cow, though ... alarming sentiments from
a person whose whole history, both cultural and
spiritual, is one of protecting the cow.

In a Western country this issue wouldn’t
attract even a paragraph of media attention.
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In a country where most religions accept the
principle of reincarnation, it seems to be conveniently
forgotten when it comes to cow slaughter.

Slaughterhouses dot landscapes across
the world. Sanitized, packaged, and
colored to perfection, meat is sold
in air-conditioned stores with piped
music, surroundings designed to lull
the senses into a peaceful shopping
ambience. Nowhere do you hear the
screaming of cows or see the blood-
soaked tunics of slaughterers;nowhere
can you smell the stench of death or
see the filth and putrefaction of dead
flesh as it is torn from bones and sinew,
the skins “tanned” in the most vile-
smelling process imaginable.

But in India? Surely it’s not possi-
ble that the most venerated of God’s
creatures should be subjected to this
kind of treatment in India. As unreal
as it may seem, state boundaries and
religious leaders can do nothing at
present to stop the slaughter. Whatever
restrictions apply are easily avoided
by running herds of cows across state
borders so they can be legally slaugh-
tered in a state that has no respect
for the ancient laws of God or the
more recent ones of godly men. Yet
history shows that this is hardly a
current issue. In the 1800s, violence
erupted between Muslim and Hindu
groups over the slaughter of cows.
Even as far back as the sixteenth cen-
tury, rulers like Aurangzeb and Akbar
decreed bans on cow slaughter out of
respect for the brahminical and Jain
communities.

The current call for a nationwide
ban on cow slaughter parallels a de-
mand for its legalization. The con-
cern of both groups, apparently, is
the treatment and condition of cows
who are the victims of illegal cattle-
running scams. Cow slaughter is le-
gal in only two Indian states: West
Bengal in the east and Kerala in the
south. For a country that supports a
$4 billion worldwide leather trade,
this raises suspicions of how such an

enormous amount of money can be
generated from just these two states.
The fact is, illegal traders run border
lines and bribe authorities to turn
a blind eye and allow their trucks
through. Even the government-oper-
ated train lines are used in the ille-
gal transportation of cattle between
state borders.

A CULTURAL PROBLEM

And so we see an ancient culture
rise to the test of maintaining its stan-
dards and setting an example to the
world. The nation is divided over an
issue which, if dealt with in the light
of scripture and culture, wouldn’t be
an issue at all. But in the despera-
tion to keep up with the West, Indi-
ans have succumbed to the ideas of
multi-nationals who think it’s okay
to destroy a football-field-sized por-
tion of forest every few minutes or
so to graze cattle being fatted up for
the kill.

Alarmingly, one article suggests
that, in defense of the suffering cows,
their slaughter be legalized to “prevent
them suffering any further”—that is,
eliminate the black market cattle run-
ners by legalizing cow slaughter:

“Villagers can’t afford to keep
unproductive cows. They’re not saints,”
says Bangalore animal-welfare worker
Suparna Baksi-Ganguly. “Slaughter
has to be made more accessible—
suppressing it causes greater misery
to the animals.”

A nice, healthy,rounded approach
to the slaughter of India’s sacred
image? I think the cows would dis-
agree. But it’s an interesting angle to
use in support of a thick-steak-per-
night habit, and it’s a subtle attempt
to show that religion, not the animal
slaughterers,undermines the safety of
cows. Because someone can’t main-
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tain or respect religious standards,
best legalize the barbaric slaughter of
these holy creatures so that they are
not put in “greater misery.”

Perhaps this “animal-welfare work-
er”isignorant of India’s ancient culture
and scriptures and therefore doesn’t
understand that killing a cow is akin
to killing one’s own mother. One web-
site states that banning cow slaughter
contradicts “the secular vision of the
Constitution.” Would we be so con-
cerned with contradicting the Consti-
tution if our mothers and sisters were
being killed?

Perhaps the most alarming point
of all is the lack of consideration of
karma. In a country where most reli-
gions accept the principle of reincar-
nation, it seems to be conveniently for-
gotten when it comes to cow slaughter.
But the reactions for killing are guar-
anteed, and selective memory won’t
help us at the time of death.

WORLDWIDE
REACTIONS

In a conversation recorded in Chi-
cagoin 1975, Srila Prabhupada pointed
out the results of cow slaughter on an
international scale:

Disciple: So the wars and the
crime are a direct result of the cow
slaughter.

Prabhupada: Oh, yes. Oh,yes.Itis a
wholesale reaction. All these crises
are taking place ... Nature will take
action. Prakrteh kriyamanani gunaih
karmani sarvasah |Bhagavad-gita
3.27]. You are not independent. So
if you work independently, then you
will have to suffer. The law of nature
is there. You cannot avoid it. If you
infect some disease, you must suffer
from the disease. You cannot avoid
it. This is the law of nature.”

(please turn to page 58)



BOOKSECTION:SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Referred to as “the ripe fruit of the tree of Vedic literature,” Srimad-Bhagavatam
is the most complete and authoritative exposition of Vedic knowledge. Five thousand years ago
the great sage Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence
of spiritual knowledge. Here we present Srimad-Bhagavatam in serialized form,
with the original Sanskrit text, transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
founder-acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

SATT REBUKES
HER FATHER

Angry that her father disrespected her husband,
Sati burns up her body in a fire produced by meditation.

CANTO 4: CHAPTER 4

21 A1 9 Uee: foqeerenfeean
I ISR A A
ma vah padavyah pitar asmad-asthita
yva yajina-salasu na dhiima-vartmabhih

tad-anna-trptair asu-bhrdbhir idita
avyakta-linga avadhiita-sevitah

ma—are not; vah—yours; padavyah—opulences; pitah—
O father; asmat-asthitah—possessed by us; yah—which
(opulences); yajria-Salasu—in the sacrificial fire; na—not;
dhiuma-vartmabhih—Dby the path of sacrifices; fat-anna-
trptaih—satisfied by the foodstuff of the sacrifice; asu-
bhrdbhih—satisfying bodily necessities; iditah—praised;
avyakta-lingah—whose cause is unmanifested; avadhiita-
sevitah—achieved by the self-realized souls.

My dear father, the opulence we possess is impossible for
either you or your flatterers to imagine, for persons who

engage in fruitive activities by performing great sacrifices
are concerned with satisfying their bodily necessities by
eating foodstuff offered as a sacrifice. We can exhibit
our opulences simply by desiring to do so. This can be
achieved only by great personalities who are renounced,
self-realized souls.

PURPORT: Sati’s father was under the impression that
he was exalted in both prestige and opulence and that he
had offered his daughter to a person who was not only
poor but devoid of all culture. Her father might have
been thinking that although she was a chaste woman,
greatly adherent to her husband, her husband was in a
deplorable condition.

To counteract such thoughts, Sati said that the opulence
possessed by her husband could not be understood by
materialistic persons like Daksa and his followers, who
were flatterers and were engaged in fruitive activities.
Her husband’s position was different. He possessed all
opulences, but he did not like to exhibit them. Therefore
such opulences are called avyakta, or unmanifested. But
if required, simply by willing, Lord Siva can show his
wonderful opulences, and such an event is predicted here,
for it would soon occur.

The opulence Lord Siva possesses is enjoyable in
renunciation and love of God, not in material exhibition of
sense gratificatory methods. Such opulences are possessed
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by personalities like the Kumaras, Narada,and Lord Siva,
not by others.

In this verse the performers of the Vedic rituals are
condemned. They have been described here as dhiima-
vartmabhih, those who maintain themselves on the rem-
nants of sacrificial foodstuff. @ There are two kinds of
foodstuff offered in sacrifice. One kind is food offered in
fruitive ritualistic sacrifices, and the other, the best, is food
offered to Visnu. Although in all cases Visnu is the chief
deity on the sacrificial altar, the performers of fruitive
rituals aim to satisfy various demigods to achieve in return
some material prosperity. Real sacrifice, however, is to
satisfy Lord Visnu, and the remnants of such sacrifices are
beneficial for advancement in devotional service.

The process of elevation by performing sacrifices other
than those aimed at Visnu is very slow, and therefore it
has been condemned in this verse. ViSvanatha Cakravarti
has described the ritualistic performers to be like crows
because crows delight in eating the remnants of food
which has been thrown into the dustbin. All the brahmanas
who were present for the sacrifice were also condemned
by Sati.

Whether or not King Daksa and his flatterers could
understand the position of Lord Siva, Sati wanted to
impress upon her father that he should not think her
husband to be without opulence. Sati, being the devoted
wife of Lord Siva, offers all kinds of material opulences
to the worshipers of Lord Siva. This fact is explained in
the Srimad-Bhdgavatam, in the Tenth Canto.@ Lord Siva’s
worshipers sometimes appear more opulent than the
worshipers of Lord Visnu because Durga, or Sati, being
the superintendent in charge of material affairs, can offer
all material opulences to the worshipers of Lord Siva in
order to glorify her husband, whereas the worshipers of
Visnu are meant for spiritual elevation, and therefore their
material opulence is sometimes found to decrease. These
points are very nicely discussed in the Tenth Canto.

(1) What are the two kinds of food
offered in Vedic sacrifice?

(2) Why do Lord Siva’s worshipers

sometimes appear more opulent than
the worshipers of Lord Visnu?

30 BACKTO GODHEAD ¢ NOVEMBER /DECEMBER 2004

naitena dehena hare krtagaso
dehodbhavenalam alari kujanmana
vrida mamabhiit kujana-prasangatas
taj janma dhig yo mahatam avadya-krt

na—not; etena—Dby this; dehena—by the body; hare—to
Lord Siva; krta-agasah—having committed offenses; deha-
udbhavena—produced from your body;alam alam—enough,
enough; ku-janmana—with a contemptible birth; vriida—
shame; mama—my; abhuit—was; ku-jana-prasangatah—
from a relationship with a bad person; tat janma—that
birth; dhik—shameful; yah—who;mahatam—of the great
personalities; avadya-krt—an offender.

You are an offender at the lotus feet of Lord Siva, and
unfortunately I have a body produced from yours. I am
very much ashamed of our bodily relationship, and I
condemn myself because my body is contaminated by a
relationship with a person who is an offender at the lotus
feet of the greatest personality.

PURPORT: Lord Siva is the greatest of all devotees of Lord
Visnu. It is stated, vaisnavanam yatha Sambhuh. Sambhu,
Lord Siva, is the greatest of all devotees of Lord Visnu. In
the previous verses, Sati has described that Lord Siva is
always in a transcendental position because he is situated
in pure vasudeva. Vasudeva is that state from which Krsna,
Vasudeva, is born, so Lord Siva is the greatest devotee of
Lord Krsna, and Sati’s behavior is exemplary because no
one should tolerate blasphemy against Lord Visnu or His
devotee. Satiis aggrieved not for her personal association
with Lord Siva but because her body is related with that
of Daksa, who is an offender at Lord Siva’s lotus feet.
She feels herself to be condemned because of the body
given by her father, Daksa.

23 I & WEH ITGSI
qraTaviice Jal FgHHT:
UTTHIEAHI] TEISE
e TR TS
gotram tvadiyam bhagavan vrsadhvajo
daksayanity aha yada sudurmanah

vyapeta-narma-smitam asu tada "ham
vyutsraksya etat kunapam tvad-angajam

gotram—{family relationship; tvadiyam—your; bhagavan—
the possessor of all opulences; vrsadhvajah—Lord Siva;
daksayani—Daksayani (the daughter of Daksa); ifi—
thus; aha—calls; yada—when; sudurmanah—very morose;
vyapeta—disappear; narma-smitam—my jolliness and smile;
asu—immediately; tada—then; aham—1I; vyutsraksye—I
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shall give up; etat—this (body); kunapam—dead body;
tvat-anga-jam—produced from your body.

Because of our family relationship, when Lord Siva ad-
dresses me as Daksayani I at once become morose, and
my jolliness and my smile at once disappear. I feel very
much sorry that my body, which is just like a bag, has been
produced by you. I shall therefore give it up.

PURPORT: The word daksayani means “the daughter
of King Daksa.” Sometimes, when there was relaxed
conversation between husband and wife, Lord Siva used
to call Sati “the daughter of King Daksa,” and because
this very word reminded her about her family relationship
with King Daksa, she at once became ashamed because
Daksa was an incarnation of all offenses. Daksa was the
embodiment of envy, for he unnecessarily blasphemed a
great personality, Lord Siva.@ Simply upon hearing the
word daksayani, she felt afflicted because of reference
to the context because her body was the symbol of all
the offensiveness with which Daksa was endowed. Since
her body was constantly a source of unhappiness, she
decided to give it up.

T2 39

24 TIF TEITH ATEA
TIET 51O HHTGREIT
e e Tmfer

maitreya uvaca
ity adhvare daksam aniidya Satru-han
ksitav udicim nisasada santa-vak
sprstva jalam pita-dukiila-samvrta
nimilya drg yoga-patharm samavisat

maitreyah uvaca—Maitreya said; iti—thus; adhvare—in the
arena of sacrifice; daksam—to Daksa; aniidya—speaking;
Satru-han—QO annihilator of enemies; ksitau—on the ground;
udicim—{facing north; nisasada—sat down; santa-vak—in
silence;sprstva—after touching; jalam—water; pita-dukiila-
samvrta—dressed in yellow garments; nimilya—closing;
drk—the vision; yoga-patham—the mystic yoga process;
samavisat—became absorbed.

Maitreya the sage told Vidura: O annihilator of enemies,
while thus speaking to her father in the arena of sacrifice,
Sati sat down on the ground and faced north. Dressed
in saffron garments, she sanctified herself with water
and closed her eyes to absorb herself in the process of
mystic yoga.

PURPORT: It is said that when a man desires to quit his
body he dresses in saffron garments. Therefore it appears
that Sati changed her dress, indicating that she was going
to quit the body given her by Daksa.@ Daksa was Sati’s
father, so instead of killing Daksa she decided that it
would be better to destroy the part of his body which
was hers. Thus she decided to give up the body of Daksa
by the yogic process.

Sati was the wife of Lord Siva, who is known as Yoges-
vara, the best among all yogis, because he knows all the
mystic processes of yoga, so it appeared that Sati also
knew them. Either she learned yoga from her husband
or she was enlightened because she was the daughter of
such a great king as Daksa.

The perfection of yoga is that one can give up one’s
body or release oneself from the embodiment of materi-
al elements according to one’s desire. Yogis who have
attained perfection are not subject to death by natural
laws; such perfect yogis can leave the body whenever they
desire. Generally the yogi first of all becomes mature in
controlling the air passing within the body, thus bringing
the soul to the top of the brain. Then when the body bursts
into flames, the yogi can go anywhere he likes. This yoga
system recognizes the soul, and thus it is distinct from
the so-called yoga process for controlling the cells of the
body, which has been discovered in the modern age. The
real yoga process accepts the transmigration of the soul
from one planet to another or one body to another; and
it appears from this incident that Sati wanted to transfer
her soul to another body or sphere.

25 Hoal THAENS! fSamEA

A = ATh=eh:
e wIr Rty feod

FUSTG, YATATA AT,

krtva samanav anilau jitasana
sodanam utthapya ca nabhi-cakratah
Sanair hrdi sthapya dhiyorasi sthitam
kanthad bhruvor madhyam aninditanayat

krtva—after placing; samanau—in equilibrium; anilau—the
prana and apana airs; jita-asana—having controlled the

(3) Why did Sati dislike being called
Daksayani?

(4) How did Sati reason that killing herself
would be like killing her father?
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sitting posture;sa—Sati; udanam—the life air; utthapya—
raising; ca—and; nabhi-cakratah—at the circle in the
navel; Sanaih—gradually; hrdi—in the heart; sthapya—
placing; dhiya—with the intelligence; urasi—towards
the pulmonary passage; sthitam—having been placed;
kanthat—through the throat; bhruvoh—of the eyebrows;
madhyam—to the middle; anindita—the blameless (Sati);
anayat—raised.

First of all she sat in the required sitting posture, and
then she carried the life air upwards and placed it in the
position of equilibrium near the navel. Then she raised
her life air, mixed with intelligence, to the heart and then
gradually towards the pulmonary passage and from there
to between her eyebrows.

PURPORT: The yogic process is to control the air passing
within the body in different places called sat-cakra, the
six circles of air circulation. @ The air is raised from the
abdomen to the navel, from the navel to the heart, from
the heart to the throat, from the throat to between the
eyebrows and from between the eyebrows to the top of
the cerebrum.That is the sum and substance of practicing
yoga. Before practicing the real yoga system, one has
to practice the sitting postures because this helps in the
breathing exercises which control the airs going upwards
and downwards. This is a great technique which one has
to practice to attain the highest perfectional stage of yoga,
but such practice is not meant for this age.

No one in this age can attain the perfectional stage of
such yoga, but people indulge in practicing sitting postures,
which is more or less a gymnastic process. By such bodily
gymnastics one may develop good circulation and may
therefore keep one’s body fit, but if one simply restricts
oneself to that gymnastic process one cannot attain the
highest perfectional stage.

The yoga process, as described in the Kesava-sruti,
prescribes how one can control his living force according

(5) What are the six cakras within the
body?

(6) Why does any transcendental process
of spiritual realization help keep the

body fit?
(7) What is the real perfection of yoga?
(8) Why is bhakti-yoga the greatest of all
yoga systems?
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to his desire and transmigrate from one body to another
or from one place to another. In other words, yoga practice
is not meant to keep the body fit.@ Any transcendental
process of spiritual realization automatically helps one
to keep the body fit, for it is the spirit soul that keeps the
body always fresh. As soon as the spirit soul is out of the
body, the material body immediately begins to decompose.
Any spiritual process keeps the body fit without separate
endeavor, but if one takes it that the ultimate aim of yoga
is to maintain the body, then he is mistaken.

@ The real perfection of yoga is elevation of the soul
to a higher position or the liberation of the soul from
material entanglement. Some yogis try to elevate the soul
to higher planetary systems, where the standard of life is
different from that of this planet and where the material
comforts, life-span and other facilities for self-realization
are greater, and some yogis endeavor to elevate the soul
to the spiritual world, the spiritual Vaikuntha planets.
© The bhakti-yoga process directly elevates the soul to
the spiritual planets, where life is eternally blissful and
full of knowledge; therefore bhakti-yoga is considered to
be the greatest of all yoga systems.
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evam sva-deharin mahatam mahiyasa
muhuh samaropitam ankam adarat
Jihasati daksa-rusa manasvini
dadhara gatresv anilagni-dharanam

evam—thus; sva-deham—her own body; mahatam—of
the great saints; mahiyasa—most worshipful; muhuh—
again and again; samaropitam—seated; ankam—on the
lap; adarat—respectfully; jihasati—wishing to give up;
daksa-rusa—due to anger towards Daksa; manasvini—
voluntarily; dadhara—placed; gatresu—on the limbs of
the body; anila-agni-dharanam—meditation on the fire
and air.

Thus, in order to give up her body, which had been so
respectfully and affectionately seated on the lap of Lord
Siva, who is worshiped by great sages and saints, Sati,
due to anger towards her father, began to meditate on
the fiery air within the body.

[continued in the next issue]



IN VENEZUELA

(continued from page 14)

the country. Without notice, the police
would arrive at each center and search
the premises. Their discoveries were
then broadcast in the newspapers the
next day.

One day the police arrived at the
Caracas temple and barged in with
their shoes and guns. The devotees
were helpless. The police failed to find
anything abnormal but still decided to
take all the devotees present to jail.
Viraha, the temple president, asked
if they could give the devotees some
time to finish the morning program.
They agreed to wait for half an hour
only. Viraha asked one devotee to read
something. Virabahu Dasa randomly
opened the book Krsna and started to
read. Aptly, the chapter was entitled
“Kamsa Begins His Persecutions.”

Atnoonsome other devotees came
to the jail with prasadam. They were
allowed to distribute the food to the
jailed devotees and even gave some
to the policemen. The police were
apologetic, saying they were sorry
because they felt the devotees were
good people but they had to obey
their authorities. The devotees were
released from jail the same day without
charges, but the next day the incident
was reported in the newspapers in a
sensational way. A lawyer who read
the article and felt that an injustice
had been done to the devotees came
to the temple and offered his services
for free. He was Bolivar, the same
lawyer who had saved Hanuman at
the university a year before. Bolivar
became the temple legal advisor, and
his service was of a great help at that
difficult time.

KRSNA’S AMBASSADOR

Despite these obstacles, Krsna con-
sciousness continued to expand suc-
cessfully in Venezuela. Every Sunday
the temple was full of happy guests
who enjoyed the transcendental festive
atmosphere created by the devotees’
enthusiasm and sincerity. The devotees
were distributing thousands of books
and magazines all over Venezuela.
The good news soon reached Srila
Prabhupada, who was very pleased.
In October 1974, Prabhupada sent

a letter to Hridayananda Dasa Gos-
wami,who had recently become ISK-
CON’s governing body commissioner
for Venezuela:

Actually these books are the founda-
tion stone of our movement. What-
ever we are is resting on these books,
so far reading them and distribut-
ing them. This should be our only
motto. Your invitation to visit Mexico
and Caracas sounds very nice,and [
shall be very pleased to come there.
I'shall be going to Hawaii sometime
in December, and then I can come
wherever you like.

But Prabhupada was unable to visit
Venezuela until February 18,1975. A
month before his visit, with his approval
the Caracas devotees held an instal-
lation ceremony for Gaura-Nitai dei-
ties. By now Krsna consciousness had
spread to several other countries in
Latin America,and Prabhupada’s visit
to Venezuela became a focal point for
devotees all over the region. Devo-
tees from Brazil, Argentina, Trinidad,
Santo Domingo, Mexico, Puerto Rico,
and even from as far as Canada and
the U.S. flocked to Caracas for Pra-
bhupada’s visit.

On the evening of Prabhupada’s
arrival, the devotees performed kir-
tana at the temple with great vigor
and enthusiasm. When Prabhupada
arrived and got out of the car, we all
immediately offered respectful obei-
sances. For most of us it was the first
time we were seeing our spiritual mas-
ter. There was excitement and happi-
ness on everyone’s face, and due to

the transcendental atmosphere created
by Prabhupada’s presence it seemed
like the temple was floating in the air.
The kirtana went on unabated. Sud-
denly Prabhupada looked at me. I
had never seen anybody with such a
transparent and pure look. It seemed
like the spiritual world was manifest-
ing itself before us. An ambassador
from Krsna’s land, Vrndavana, was
among us, and with a merciful glance
he was approving our humble effort
to welcome him.

After the welcoming ceremony,
Prabhupada looked at the deities
and said, “It is very nice that these
two Prabhus [Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai]
are here with us tonight. They came
here from their home in Navadvipa,
which is very far away from this land
... There is a beautiful song. Can you
follow me?”

While feelingly staring at the beauti-
ful golden deities, Prabhupada started
tosing Parama Karuna. Just by uttering
the first two words of the song, Pra-
bhupada’s voice choked up and tears
of love came out of his closed eyes.

Having been so fortunate to wit-
ness Prabhupada’s genuine spiritual
emotion, and noting my own mate-
rial conditioning, I felt humbled. As a
result, this verse from Srimad-Bhaga-
vatam (11.14.23) has come to mean
very much to me: “If one’s hairs do
not stand on end, how can the heart
melt? And if the heart does not melt,
how can tears of love flow from the
eyes? If one does not cry in spiritual
happiness, how can one render lov-
ing service to the Lord? And without

NMOVING ™2
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Prabbupada pointed his
finger at me and said, “You cannot
hide from the eyes of God!”

such service, how can the conscious-
ness be purified?”

After a few minutes Prabhupada
came back to external consciousness,
eyes shining with spiritual emotions.
He said, “Parama karuna. . . Lord
Caitanya is so merciful. If He had
come to kill the demons like Krsna
did, then practically speaking almost
nobody would be left in Kali-yuga. In
this age the divine and the demoniac
spirit are in the same body, and Lord
Caitanya came to kill the demoniac
spirit with the chanting of the holy
name of Krsna. You are very fortunate
because you received Lord Caitanya’s
mercy. Now, you have to make others
fortunate too.”

Since that day our deities came to
be known as Parama Karuna Gaura-
Nitai.

Srila Prabhupada stayed for seven
days in Caracas, and during his visit
he had interviews with professors,
psychiatrists, the Metaphysics Soci-
ety, and a yoga group. Every day he
would go to a park for his morning
walk. Bolivar the lawyer accompa-
nied Prabhupada every morning and
asked questions, which Prabhupada
enjoyed answering.

ANCIENT VEDIC
CULTURE IN
SOUTH AMERICA?

One morning at the park Srila Pra-
bhupada told the devotees that Lord
Ramacandra was once taken through a
tunnel from Sri Lanka to Brazil, where
Ravana’s brother Mahiravana had
his headquarters. When the demons
told the Lord to bow down in front of
goddess Kali to sacrifice Him before
her, Lord Ramacandra asked them
to show Him how to do it. When they
bowed down, the Lord took a sword
and chopped off their heads. Inter-
estingly, near the ISKCON farm in

the Amazon in Brazil is an ancient
town called Hanuman. Also in the
Amazon in Venezuela is a mountain
called Meru.

On one morning walk, Prabhupada
stopped to watch some alligators swim-
ming in a lake. One of them stopped
tolook and opened his mouth to show
his big teeth.

Prabhupada jokingly told him,“You
have good arguments to catch, but no
opportunity to catch.”

The alligator closed his mouth and
opened it back again.

Prabhupada smiled and said, “No
food. He is inviting us!”

On February 22,1975, there was an
initiation ceremony, and many devo-
tees from Venezuela and other coun-
tries in Latin America were initiated
by Srila Prabhupada.

When I was called to receive ini-
tiation, Prabhupada told me: “Your
name is Jagat Caksur Dasa. Jagat
Caksur means ‘the eye of the world.’
In whatever situation or place we may
be, we should always feel God’s sight
on us. He is the witness of everything
that we do. We should always remem-
ber that.”

Prabhupada pointed his finger at
me and said, “You cannot hide from
the eyes of God!”

I felt that Prabhupada was reading
my mind, because sometimes I used
to go to the kitchen, steal a sweet,
and hide somewhere to eat it, think-
ing nobody was watching me. Now I
felt that Prabhupada had caught me
in front of everyone.

This incident made me more Krsna
conscious, and I appreciated Prabh-
upada’s words very much. In Prabh-
upada’s company everything was sur-
charged with Krsna consciousness, and
I felt secure and protected from the
illusion of maya. Prabhupada spoke
from the transcendental platform, and
his nectarean words penetrated the
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dense darkness of my heart, enlight-
ening my being with the clear under-
standing that I am the eternal servant
of Krsna.

CONTINUE
THE ENTHUSIASM

Inevitably the morning of Srila
Prabhupada’s departure arrived. In
front of the deities, Prabhupada said
that he felt happy in the Caracas tem-
ple and petitioned everyone to faith-
fully continue performing devotional
service so that in this same lifetime
they would be able to see Krsna face
to face.

Quoting Srila Ripa Gosvami’s
Nectar of Instruction, Prabhupada
said: “Utsahat. The first thing is enthu-
siasm—that ‘I must see Krsna.” You
are seeing Krsna. The deity of Krsna
and Krsna are not different. But
even personally we can see. Simply
we have to continue the enthusiasm.
Enthusiasm means to take things
very seriously—utsahat. Dhairyat—and
patiently. Although we are determined
to go back to home, back to Godhead,
we should patiently follow the rules
and regulations.”

At the airport Hridayananda Gos-
wami presented Stila Prabhupada the
First Canto of the Spanish Srimad-
Bhagavatam, which had just arrived
at the airport from Los Angeles. Prab-
hupada left Venezuela with the book
in his hand.

Prabhupada’s visit created a very
spiritual, harmonious atmosphere in
the temple. The devotees felt that
his visit had passed too quickly, and
keenly felt separation from him, not
knowing when they would again have
a chance to see him. But by Krsna’s
mercy more than thirty devotees from
the Caracas temple were able to see
Prabhupada again at the first New
York Rathayatra, in July 1976.



In a letter, Prabhupada wrote, “1
am always thinking of the Caracas
temple. Although I went there once,
it has given me some impression.”

Although Prabhupada has disap-
peared from our mundane vision, he
stays forever in the heart of all his sin-
cere followers, guiding them through

their sojourn in this material world,
and always calling them back home,
back to Godhead.%

Jagat Caksur Dasa, born in Syria, em-
igrated at an early age to Venezuela,
where he was later initiated by Srila
Prabhupada. He has served in Cen-

This calendar is calculated for
Mayapur, West Bengal, India. The
dates, derived from a lunar calen-
dar, may vary by one day for other
locations. Consult your local Hare
Krsna temple for the exact dates
for your area.

Because the Hare Krsna move-

ment comes in disciplic line from

Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the calen-

dar includes not only dates rele-
vant to all followers of the Vedic
tradition but also dates relating
to Lord Caitanya’s associates
and prominent spiritual masters
in His disciplic succession.

Month of Damodara
(October 29-November 26)

NOVEMBER

tral and Latin America as well as
Spain and Portugal. This article was
excerpted from a Spanish book he
wrote entitled Srila Prabhupada en
Venezuela. He translated the excerpt
into English, and it was then edited
by Karuna Dharini Devi Dasi and
Ananda Tirtha Dasa.

CALENDAR

16—Disappearance anniversary
of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhak-
tivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
founder-acarya of the Interna-
tional Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness. Devotees observe this
day with personal remembrances
of Srila Prabhupada, readings
from his biography, and fasting
till noon, followed by feasting.

19—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Srinivasa Acarya, a great
follower of the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana.

22—Utthana Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans. Disap-
pearance anniversary of Srila
GaurakiSora Dasa Babaji, the
spiritual master of Srila Bhak-
tisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura,
who was Srila Prabhupada’s spir-

2—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Narottama Dasa Thakura, a
great devotee of Krsna known for
his Bengali devotional songs.

5—Appearance of Radha Kunda.

8—Rama Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

12—Diwali, the festival of illu-
minating Krsna’s temples with
lamps. Call your local Hare Krsna
temple for details.

13—Govardhana Puja, the festival
commemorating the worship of
Govardhana Hill by the residents
of Vrndavana and Krsna’s lift-

ing the hill. Call your local Hare
Krsna temple for details.

itual master. Fasting till noon.

26—Sri Krsna Rasa-yatra. Last
day of Damodara-vrata and
Caturmasya.

Month of Kesava
(November 27-December 26)

DECEMBER

8—Utpanna Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

22—Moksada Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans. Also, the
anniversary of the day on which
Lord Krsna spoke the Bhagavad-
gita.

Month of Narayana
(December 27-January 25)

30—Disappearance anniver-
sary of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura, the spiritual
master of Srila A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada.
Fasting till noon.

JANUARY

7—Saphala Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

11—Appearance anniversary
of Srila Locana Dasa Thakura,
a great devotee of Krsna
known for his Bengali devo-
tional songs.

13—Disappearance anniver-
sary of Srila Jiva Gosvami,
one of the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana.

21—Vyanjuli Mahadvadasi.
Fasting from grains and beans
for Putrada Ekadasi.

Month of Madhava
(January 26-February 24)

30—Appearance anniversary
of Srila Gopala Bhatta Go-
svami, one of the six Gosvamis
of Vrndavana.

31—Disappearance anniver-
sary of Srila Jayadeva Go-
svami, a great spiritual master
and author of Gita-govinda.

NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2004 « BACKTO GODHEAD 35



PLAN THE BEST YEAR
OF YOUR LIFE

Mayapur Institute for Higher Education (MIHE)—Mayapur, West Bengal, India

Here’s how you can take five giant steps in Krsna consciousness: (1) Go to Vrndavana for the 2004 Prabhu-
pada Festival during Karttika. (2) Take the VTE (Vaisnava Training and Education) Bhakti-§astri Course
starting November 22 in Mayapur. (3) Take as many MIHE courses as you like during the MIHE Semester.
(4) Take part in the 2005 Mayapur Gaura Purnima Festival, including celebrations for the 108th anniversary
of Srila Prabhupada’s appearance. (5) Take the VTE Bhaktivaibhava Course in Mayapur. For details about
any of these, visit www.mihe.info/.

2004-2005 MIHE SCHEDULE
November 8: VTE Bhakti-$astri Online Registration Deadline
November 16: Srila Prabhupada’s Disappearance Day
November 22-February 27: VTE Bhakti-sastri Course
February 1: MIHE Semester Online Registration Deadline
February 7-11: First Module of MIHE Semester
February 13-18: Second Module of MIHE Semester
February 15: Sri Advaita Acarya’s Appearance Day (No Classes)
February 21: Lord Nityananda’s Appearance Day
February 22-26: Third Module of MIHE Semester
February 27-March 8: GBC Meetings
March 2-6: Fourth Module of MIHE Semester
March 9-12: Fifth Module of MIHE Semester / Festival Seminars
March 13: Pafica-tattva Abhiseka (No Classes)
March 14-20: Navadvipa Dhama Parikrama / Sixth Module of MIHE Semester
March 21-24: Seventh Module of MIHE Semester
March 25: Gaura Purnima
April 22-July 29: VTE Bhaktivaibhava Course (1st and 2nd Cantos)

2005 MIHE SEMESTER COURSES

(Students may register for one course or several courses, and may enroll for 1-6 weeks of classes.)
Vastu: An Aid to Spiritual and Material Development (March 23), Ajamila Dasa; VTE Communications
Course One (March 2-7), Anuttama Dasa; VTE Leadership and Management Course One (March 9-15),
Anuttama Dasa; Final Chapters of Bhagavad-gita, Vidvan Gauranga Dasa; Searching For and Destroying
the False Ego, Bhakti Tirtha Swami; ISKCON Mediation Training (March 16-20), Braja Bihari Dasa;
Sri ISopanisad, BVV Narasimha Swami; Sri Siksastakam, BVV Narasimha Swami; Glorious Departures:
How Some Personalities in the Bhagavatam Went Back to Godhead, Devamrta Dasa; Science and Krsna
Consciousness, Drutakarma Dasa; Paficaratrika Process of Deity Worship (Nitya-seva One & Two), Jananivasa
Dasa, Pankajanghri Dasa, Nrsimha Kavaca Dasa; Vaisnava Life Skills and Counseling (March 9-13),
Kaunteya Dasa; Personal Transformation (March 14-19), Kaunteya Dasa; Classical Hatha Yoga Taught in
the Iyengar Tradition (Levels One & Two), Krodhasamani Dasi, Kisora Dasa (Separate sections for men
and women); Ayurvedic Self-healing (Course One), Dr. Liladhar Gupta; To be announced, Purnacandra
Dasa; VTE Teacher Training (Course One, March 2-7), (Course Two, March 9-15), Rasamandala Dasa; VTE
Bhakti-sastri Teacher Training, Rasamandala Dasa, Atul Krsna Dasa; The Blissful Result of Following the
Regulative Principles of Freedom (March 10-13), Ravindra Svarapa Dasa, Sankirtana Dasa; Sri Brahma-
samhita, Vedavyasa Priya Swami

2004-2005 VTE Bhakti-sastri Course Facilitators
) The Nectar of Instruction, Jayadvaita Swami; The Nectar of Devotion, Kadamba Kanana Swami;
Sri ISopanisad, BVV Narasimha Swami; Bhagavad-gita, Atul Krsna Dasa and Vidvan Gauranga Dasa

2005 VTE Bhaktivaibhava Coursq Facilitators (1st & 2nd Cantos)
BVYV Narasimha Swami, Hari Sauri Dasa, Atul Krsna Dasa




SYMPTOMS

(continued from page 10)

in themselves virtuous when prop-
erly heard and chanted.” [Srimad-
Bhagavatam 1.2.17]

Krsnais situated within your heart.
He’s your best friend. Suhrdar sarva-
bhutanam. He’s always considering
how your perfect welfare can be done.
Krsnais so nice a friend. When I take
the body of a hog, Krsna is there advis-
ing me. And when I am in the body
of a human being, there also Krsna is
advising me. Krsna is so kind. There-
fore suhrdam sarva-bhiitanam. He’s
the friend not only of human beings,
but even of the hogs, dogs, cats—every-
one. Suhrdarm sarva-bhiitanam.

This is the science one has to know.
People are trying to become leaders of
society to act for others’ welfare, but
thatisimpossible. If a person is a rascal,
how he can become the friend of the
citizens? One’s business should be to
make friendship with Krsna and advise
others to make friendship with Krsna.
Thatis real leadership. But the rascals
do not know what is their own benefit,
and they have become leaders.

Sanatana Gosvamisaid to Lord Cai-
tanya,apanara hitahita kichui na jani.
... “Sir,I was a government minister.
People used to say that I was a very
learned scholar, and I accepted that.
But when I came into contact with
you, I thought, “What kind of leader
am I? I do not know what is beneficial
for me. I am such a leader. I am such
a fool.I do not know my own benefit,
and I want to become a leader to lead
others for benefit in life.””

Andha yathandhair upaniyamanah.
How can a blind man lead other blind
men? Thatis cheating. All these leaders
are blind themselves. They do not know
the aim of life, and they’re becoming
leaders. So the blind leader and the
blind followers are all going to hell.
That is the position of the world.

Therefore we should be careful that
we don’t imitate—*“I have now become
a paramahamsa. 1 do not require to
follow the rules and regulations. Let
me do whatever I like.” Don’t do
that. The test is there: gunanukathane
hareh. When you are a paramahanisa,
you have no other business than sim-
ply to hear about Krsna and chant
about Krsna. (¥

FOR TRUE
SUCCESS IN LIFE

Read the Books of His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

¢ Tens of millions of books now in print.
e Available in more than fifty languages.
e Among Srila Prabhupada’s major works:

Bhagavad-gita As It Is
Srimad-Bhagavatam
Sri Caitanya-caritamyta
The Nectar of Devotion

To see a list of all of Srila Prabhupada’s

books in print and all available languages,
please visit Krishna.com/books, or call
1-800-800-3284.

YOU'RE INVITED!

TheSundayFeast

Most Hare Krsna centers around the world put on a special
festival every Sunday—for regulars as well as newcomers.
Come by and relish the taste of the world’s oldest cultural
tradition. Call your nearest center to find out the schedule
for the Sunday Feast. (See “Centers,” pages 59-61.)
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SRILA
PRABHUPADA

ANNIVERSARY

CELEBRATIONS

by Lokanath Swami

hile devotees from
far and wide offered
prasadam to Lord Jagan-

natha during the Rathayatra festival,
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu stopped
His dancing and went to a nearby
garden. There, immersed in a great
ecstatic emotion, He fell flat upon

a raised platform. Fragrant, cool
breezes refreshed His transcenden-
tal form, covered with perspiration
due to the hard labor of dancing.
The devotees who had performed
sankirtana also came there and took
rest under every tree.

King Prataparudra entered the
garden in the dress of a Vaisnava.
With folded hands he humbly took
permission from the devotees and,
summoning all his courage, fell
down and touched Lord Caitanya’s
feet.

The king began expertly massag-
ing the Lord’s legs while reciting
the Gopi-gita from the Srimad-
Bhagavatam. As Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu lay there with His eyes
closed in a mood of ecstatic love, He
became pleased beyond limits and
said repeatedly, “Go on reciting! Go
on reciting!”

Upon hearing the verse begin-
ning with tava kathamrtam, the
Lord rose up and embraced King
Prataparudra, saying, “You have
given me invaluable gems, but I
have nothing to give you in return.
Therefore I am simply embracing
you.”

The Lord then recited that verse

again and again as both he and the
king trembled, tears flowing from
their eyes.

The Lord told King Prataparu-
dra, “You are bharida [the most
munificent].” Then He bestowed
upon that fortunate king His great
and powerful mercy, making his life
successful.

This is the verse—spoken by
the gopis to Lord Krsna—that so
increased Lord Caitanya’s ecstatic
mood:

SRILA PRABHUPA

BHURIDA:
The Most Munificent

tava kathamrtam tapta-
Jjivanam

kavibhir iditam kal
masapaham

sravana-mangalam Srimad
atatam

bhuvi grnanti ye bhuri-da
janah

“The nectar of Your words
and the descriptions of
Your activities are the life
and soul of those suffer-
ing in this material world.
These narrations, trans-
mitted by learned sages,
eradicate one’s sinful reac-
tions and bestow good for-
tune upon whoever hears
them. These narrations

are broadcast all over the
world and are filled with
spiritual power. Certainly
those who spread the mes-
sage of Godhead are most
munificent.” (Srimad-
Bhagavatam 10.31.9)

Prabhupada’s Munificence

One can easily imagine Lord
Caitanya embracing Srila Prabh-
upada and speaking these same
words—"Your are bhiirida.” Srila
Prabhupada’s whole life was dedi-
cated to bringing the message
of Godhead to everyone on the
planet. He helped fulfill Lord Cai-
tanya’s prophecy that in every
village His holy names would
be chanted. He made available

MAY HIS FAME SPR



CELEBRATION

the unlimited mercy of his bounti-
ful and loving blessings upon us.
Then surely Lord Caitanya’s golden
arms will open wide to embrace

each of us. What a glorious oppor-
tunity to receive benedictions from
the ocean of mercy and make our
lives successful!

the transcendental narrations of
ancient sages through more than
sixty volumes of sacred literature,
painstakingly filled with his Bhak-

tivedanta purports. His conversa-
tions alone fill almost forty books.
He gave hundreds of lectures on
Bhagavad-gita and Bhagavatam.
He inspired Rathayatra festivals
worldwide, taught us deity worship,
and in the midst of all his preach-
ing had time to write eight thou-
sand letters to guide and uplift his
followers.

Srila Prabhupada writes, “Even
a little of Sri Caitanya Mahapra-
bhu’s mercy serves as a great
asset for spiritual advancement.
Therefore the Krsna conscious-
ness movement must be spread
through the mercy of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. The Lord’s special
mission is the deliverance of all
fallen souls in Kali-yuga.”

Because Srila Prabhupada was
fully dedicated to Lord Caitan-
ya’s mission, he was a complete
embodiment of His mercy.

Becoming Bhurida Ourselves

Every December, ISKCON
undertakes a marathon to distrib-
ute Srila Prabhupada’s books. By
taking part, we can all become
bhiuirida. December also corre-
sponds with Gita Jayanti, the
month in which Krsna spoke
Bhagavad-gita. And this December
is especially significant because this
is Srila Prabhupada’s 108th anni-
versary year.

We encourage everyone—tem-
ple devotees, life members, congre-
gation members, and friends—to
take advantage of this time of year
to distribute as many of Srila Pra-
bhupada’s books as possible. If we
help Srila Prabhupada serve Lord
Caitanya’s mission, we will receive

INFORMATION

FEATURED 108 EVENTS

October 28-November 26:
Vrndavana Karttika Festival
—Join the tour of Krsna’s holy
places in Vrndavana, India, dur-
ing a month of festivals.

November 14-16: Vrndavana
Prabhupada’s Disappearance
Day Festival—Srila Prabhupa-
da’s departure from this world
is celebrated in all ISKCON
temples worldwide with remem-
brances, offerings, arati, and a
feast.

December 18-19: World En-
lightenment Weekend—Devo-
tees take time to join in the
spirit of distributing books. This
weekend gives us all an oppor-
tunity to go out armed with
Srila Prabhupada’s books and
shower them into the laps of
faithful conditioned souls. Pra-
bhupada ordered us, “Distrib-
ute books, distribute books, dis-
tribute books.” Contact vijay.
hdg@pamho.net for details.

December 22: Gita Jayanti Day
—(Contact your local temple
for dates.) Lord Krsna spoke
Bhagavad-gita on this day. Huge
quantities of the book are dis-
tributed in commemoration.

December 1-31: Prabhupada

Book Distribution Marathon—
Devotees worldwide commit to
distributing large quantities of
Prabhupada’s books through-
out the month. Contact vijay.
hdg@pambho.net for details.

PUBLICATION

e 108 Ways You Can Get Involved
(download from website)

ADDITIONAL EVENTS

2005

January: Mumbai Re-enactment
of Original Pandal Program

March 9-25: Mayapur Festival

March 9-13: Grand Srila
Prabhupada Family Re-
union (See www.mayapur.
info for details.)

March 14-20: Navadvipa
Mandala Parikrama

March 21-24: Mayapur
Seminars

June 6-11: Padayatra Week

June 12: World Holy Name Day

Anugust 28: Kolkata Maha-
Abhiseka Vyasa Paja (See
www.mayapur.info for
details.)

CONTACT

E-mail:sp108@prabhupadal08.net
Website: www.prabhupadal08.net

EAD EVERYWHERE!



THE VEDIC OBSE

ARTIFICIAL
RAINS:
IMAGINAR
GAINS AND
REAL PAINS

by Caitanya Carana Dasa

rtificial rains soothe Maharash-
tra.” Headlines like these have
beena frequent sight in recent news-
papers in India. Accompanying the
headlines are mind-grabbing images
of a political leader and a scien-
tist flying in an airplane, shooting a
chemical spray into the clouds, and
bringing down the rains. For people
tormented by prolonged water scar-
city, artificial rainfall seems to be a
graphic demonstration of the power
of technology to counter human suffer-
ing caused by the vagaries of nature.
If we look more closely, though,
we’ll see a picture quite different from
the hype.To begin with, the name “arti-
ficial rains” is misleading; all that is
done is that scientists stimulate rainfall
from naturally formed clouds. Contrary
to the hype, cloud seeding, as it’s called,
can therefore offer no relief to drought-
affected areas, where there are gener-
ally no clouds anyway. Also, ordinary
cumulus clouds—the kind of clouds
most often found in the sky—are too
small to produce any worthwhile rains
by seeding. Further, because of unpre-
dictable wind motions,no one can con-
trol where cloud seeding will cause
rains. American meteorologist Chuck
Doswell explains that the rain at the
ground from a seeder’s typical target
cloud—a fairly large cloud ten km tall
and ten km in diameter—would be on
the order of Yioo of an inch. Not much
of a result—just about enough to wet

the sidewalk.

Hence it needs to be seriously exam-
ined whether the Rs 5.6 crore (US$1.24
million) that the Maharashtra govern-
ment has spent on Project Varsha leads
to commensurate returns. Moreover,
no exhaustive studies have been done
about the likely side-effects of cloud
seeding, which, American scientists like
Johnny Micou say, include flooding,
tornadoes, rain suppression, and sil-
ver iodide toxicity.

Cloud seeding has dubious benefits
and may be harmful. Using it in pub-
lic areas is like testing an unproven
drug on humans—and making them
pay for both for the drug and its
side-effects. Unconscionable, isn’t it?

OUR DEPENDENCE
ON NATURE

While the desire to reduce the suf-
ferings of the drought-afflicted is not
wrong, the method of forcible extor-
tion of the rains from the clouds is
questionable. Science has long believed
that if we understand nature, we can
control it. But we’re discovering that
we’d be better off cooperating with
nature. Our tinkering with nature dis-
turbs its balance and often leads to
calamity.

The sheer magnitude of the natu-
ral forces is awesome, as is our depen-
dence on them. In the science maga-
zine Nature (May 15,1997),researchers
from the University of Maryland pre-
sented the world with a “bill to nature”
for $16 trillion to $54 trillion dollars
per year for the natural resources and
raw materials we take from nature:
food, water, air, lumber, rocks, met-
als, jewels, oil, and so forth. Our cos-
mic bill to the sun is no less. Ameri-
can scientist Dr. Edwin Kessler has
calculated that if we had to pay five
cents per kilowatt-hour (a relatively
cheap price) for the energy provided
by the sun every day over the state of
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Oklahoma, the cost would be around
$60 billion per day.

CONSCIOUSNESS
CONTROLS NATURE

Science would have us believe that
cosmic change governs the forces of
nature. The Vedic texts consider this
understanding naive and uninformed.
Vedic science posits the existence in the
cosmos not only of physical elements
and forces, but also of conscious ele-
ments, especially a supreme conscious
intelligence behind everything.

The idea of a conscious intelligence
orchestrating nature is becoming much
more scientifically acceptable. Many
scientists doubt that nature can be
explained only in mechanistic terms.
The more scientists study nature, the
more they are stunned by its astound-
ing order,awesome energy,incredible
intricacy, and masterly harmony.

“Everyone who is seriously involved
in the pursuit of science,” wrote Albert
Einstein, “becomes convinced that a
spirit is manifest in the laws of the
universe—a spirit vastly superior to
that of man.”

DEVA GARDENING

Mounting empiric evidence is con-
firming this conclusion. “Conscious-
ness controls nature” is the working
principle of New Age gardeners who
seek communion with their plants and
crops as a means for higher yields. A
vivid example is the Findhorn farm
community in Scotland, which grows
amazing flowers and vegetation on bar-
ren, sandy soil. Dorothy Maclean, a
member of the original family that
started farming in Findhorn in the
1960s, explains their gardening secret:
she communicates telepathically with
the nature spirits and “devas” in charge
of the garden, and all the gardening is
done exactly according to their instruc-



Transcendental Commentary
On the Issues of the Day

tions. Many people are likely to be
skeptical about such a claim, but the
miraculous abundance is well docu-
mented and is there for everyone to
see—and it defies traditional scien-
tific notions. The idea is catching on:
These days any trendy urban book-
shop can supply at least a few deva-
gardening manuals.

VEDIC INSIGHTS

The Vedic texts not only assert that
a supreme conscious being, God, con-
trols all the natural phenomena, but
they also stress the need for harmo-
nizing with Him. As citizens of the
universe, we're expected to obey the
cosmic government headed by God
and pay cosmic taxes for the universal
utilities of light, heat, air,and water. The
traditional Vedic method of remitting
cosmic taxes is through elaborate fire-
sacrifices (yajiias) accompanied by the
precise chanting of specific mantras.

On superficial examination, yajiias
may seem a colossal waste of resources:
ghee, silk, and grains are put into fire.
But Vedic followers offer oblations
into the sacred fire to appease the cos-
mic controller and receive profusely
all the gifts of nature in return. The
proof of the authenticity of the yajiias
is the resulting prosperity. The prosper-
ity of ancient India is described both
in the Vedic literature and by many
scholars and historians. India’s pros-
perity,derived from acting in harmony
with the cosmos, continued till even
a few centuries ago. Experts in Vedic
science explain that the neglect and
rejection of the Vedic principles by
modern Indians has caused the pres-
ent downfall of India.

SPIRITUAL SOLUTION

Vedic science thus reveals the real
cause of the present water-crisis: non-
cooperation with the cosmic govern-

Drawing by Puskara Dasa
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ment. Trying to extort water from the
clouds is hi-tech robbery. Like a com-
mon thief, we might get something out
of it, but we’ll suffer in the end. We’ve
seen this in other areas. For example,
we increased crop yields with fertilizers
but ended up with barren soil; we fed
animals artificial food to fatten them,
and ended up with mad cow disease.
Trying to avoid paying our universal
bills just doesn’t work.

For modern times, the Vedic texts
recommend a method of cosmic bill-
paying more practical than fire ya-
jias. In the present age of Kali, the
recommended Vedic sacrifice is the
sonic glorification of the Supreme
Lord, as confirmed in the Bhagavad-
gita (10.25), where Lord Krsna says,

yvajiianam japa-yajiio *smi: “Of sacri-
fices, I am the chanting of the holy
names.” Sonic control of matter should
not be difficult for us to relate to; most
of us have probably heard of fans
that turn on and off by the clapping
of hands. From the Vedic perspective,
this sort of sonic technology is crude
and rudimentary. The sonic technol-
ogy, or, more accurately, the mantra
technology, that the Vedic texts talk
about is of a level of sophistication
that modern science is yet to fathom.
Mantras are powerful sounds attuned
with various phenomena in nature
and with the predominating deities
controlling them. Hence the chant-
ing of the Vedic mantras can harmo-
nize modern society with the cosmic

Bhakti Vaibhava Course in Vrndavana

DECEMBER 9, 2004 — MARCH 30, 2005

Study Srimad-Bhagavatam in Vrndavana. Don’t stop at
Bhakti-sastri—dive into the generous ocean of Vedic conclusions
and earn a Pada-padma degree. (The Pada-padma degree,
covering Cantos 1 & 2, is the first step toward
a Bhakti Vaibhava degree.)

Requirements: Good sadhana, brahminical tendencies, Bhakti-
Sastri diploma (or its equivalent in special cases), and a
proficiency in English. You also must have a recommendation
from a senior devotee who knows you well.

Fees: 10,000 Rupees (approx. $210). The “Listener”
category is also available, for which the fee is Rs. 4,000
and a Bhakti-Sastri diploma is not required.

To apply: Write to vihe@pambho.net and register.
Registration deadline is November 15.
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state and thus bring about sustainable
prosperity. The mantra most pleasing
to the Supreme Lord, and thus able
to satisfy all obligations, is the maha-
mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

IS IT BLIND FAITH?

The idea of chanting mantras for
rain may be difficult to digest. But it
becomes much less difficult once we see
the wisdom of the idea that God con-
trols nature. And if we look at nature
closely, that idea is hard to avoid.

For example, let’s look at nature’s
water-supply system. Millions of gal-
lons of water move through the air-
ways in clouds. The design of these
water tanks is so astounding that an
airplane can pass right through them
and they won’t leak. Further, varia-
tions in pressure and temperature turn
water vapor into cloud droplets, which
come together to form rains drops.
But raindrops tend to grow only to a
certain size. If raindrops grew to huge
sizes, rain would destroy life rather
than sustain it. But raindrops usually
come down in the right size, and gen-
tly, seldom hurting even a blade of
grass.

It takes blind faith to believe that
this wondrous and benevolent arrange-
ment is happening by itself, by chance.
No wonder then that the renowned
physicist Kelvin said, “If you think
deeply enough you will be forced by
science to believe in God.”

Once we have scaled the intellec-
tual hurdle in understanding that God
controls nature, we can more easily
comprehend the effect of mantras on
natural phenomena. Just as we need to
know medical science before we can
understand how medicine put into the
mouth can heal a pain in the foot, so
we need to know higher-dimensional
science before we can understand how
mantra technology can activate rain-
fall.

We should cooperate with nature
through the gentle science of mantra,
instead of bludgeoning her into sub-
mission through science. John Milton
has therefore wisely said in his Para-
dise Lost,“Accuse not Nature,she hath
done her part; do thou but thine.” {3



HOWICAMETOKRSNACONSCIOUSNESS

PUNK AND KRSN
IN ATEABAG

“The Hare Krsnas shaved their heads like us,
so they couldn’t be that bad.”

by Manoharini Devi Dasi

he ay or
s, ang

The following is dedicated to His Holi-
ness Sridhara Swami, who asked me
to write about this experience, my step-
pingstone into Krsna consciousness.
He said it would purify me to write it
and purify others to read it. Possibly
some would relate it to a similar back-
ground.—MDD

rance, and my spiritual masters

opened my eyes with the torchlight
of knowledge. I offer my respectful
obeisances unto them.

Iwas born in the darkness of igno-

I grew up in a regular Western
household in eastern Canada. My
mother stayed home to raise me, and
my father worked as a wildlife biolo-
gist. When I was eleven years old, my
parents, like so many today, decided to
separate. My mother and grandmother
moved to British Columbia. I went to
school and worked part-time while my
single mother worked hard at her job
and tried to make ends meet. She was
now mother and father.

Like any teenager, I listened to a
variety of music. Searching to find

something to relate to, I stumbled
across a fast beat with aggressive,
blunt lyrics. The messages were anti-
war, anti-racism, anti-hypocrisy—the
list went on. It was the Punk Rock
movement.

I had found something that blurted
out the problems of the material world.
No more generic love songs to band-
aid the truth. Anarchy was much better
than following lying, cheating political
leaders, and we were going to tell the
world what they needed to know.

The Punk Rock movement was
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“No thanks!” I said sharply.
“Idon’t take pampbhlets from strange men

similar to the hippie movement of
the ’60s and ’70s. Yet the children of
the next generation saw the need for
a more radical and aggressive move-
ment to take birth among the wilted
daisies.

Soon I was going to see Vancou-
ver Punk bands that played at various
lower-eastside warehouses and bars.
After shaving most of my head, I was
coloring what was left of my hair and
dressing as defiantly as possible. The
music was angry but felt true in all its
blunt, hardcore glory.

The gigs (concerts) were wild. Hurl-
ing my body off the stage into the
“slam pit” (the slam-dancing crowd)
was exhilarating and set my mind and
pent-up frustration free, at least tem-
porarily. We went to peace rallies and
walks, some attended by Hare Krsna
devotees. We went to anti-racism dem-
onstrations, disregarded the police,and
separated ourselves from the main-
stream society as much as possible.

I had found a lifestyle with truth,
rebellion, and spunk, yet somehow
the frustrating material world, along
with a headache, still appeared with
the dawn each day.

CHING, CHING, CHING

One day, as I was walking through
downtown Vancouver, I heard a ching,
ching, ching from across the street.
As I approached the corner, a Hare
Krsna devotee emerged from a chant-
ing party and handed me an invita-
tion card to a Sunday Feast.

“No thanks!” I'said sharply.“I don’t
take pamphlets from strange men who
wear bed sheets!”

With that,I smugly walked off, snick-
ering with my friends.

A year later,I was once again walk-
ing through downtown Vancouver with
my friends when I noticed a strange-
looking storefront. In the window was

who wear bed sheets!”

a small diorama of the cycle of birth
and death along with some books.

“Look!”Isaid.“It’s that Hare Krsna
cult place.”

On a self-dare, I ran in, peeked
through the beaded doorway, and
rushed out. Just as my foot left the
doorway, a devotee stopped us in our
tracks with a “Haribol! Are you hun-
gry?” And, “Come on in. We have a
free feast every Sunday.”

We loved the freaky look and the
wonderful exotic smells and decided to
goin. Besides, they shaved their heads
like us, so they couldn’t be that bad.

After that first time, I would visit
a couple of times a month with dif-
ferent friends each time. I recall get-
ting a flower garland or a stick of
incense once in a while. I always left
feeling elated.

Off and on over the years I would
see devotees, running into them here
and there.I’d sometimes invite them to
my apartment, which was in the mid-
dle of downtown. The devotees would
bring pizza and halava prasadam, Srila
Prabhupada’s books, and kirtana. 1
always looked forward to going to
the Rathayatra every year or two. It
just felt right.

DOMESTIC DEAD-END

Years later  moved into the coun-
try with a boyfriend. As I uselessly
pursued the domestic life, there came
a day when I woke up with a pow-
erful feeling: “Is this all there is to
life?” I had been in the relationship
for six years, had no future plans, was
working in a dead-end home business,
and, worse yet, had been eating fish
and chicken after being a vegetar-
ian for eight years. I felt I was on the
wrong path.

In the mornings, I enjoyed playing
my karatalas to one or two kirtana
tapes. If I played them in the car, there
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would almost always be a volume war
between the boyfriend and me. [ had
contact with one devotee family who
had never given up on me. That was
Yamala Arjuna Dasa and his great
wife, Lilamrta Dasi. They would always
keep contact via the mail, and I trea-
sured opening the mailbox and find-
ing a big letter with pictures of Srila
Prabhupada and Krsna plastered all
over the envelope. It seemed to glow
in the dark mailbox. These were the
same devotees who had given me my
first taste of prasadam.

One day I got up and made my usual
cup of morning herbal tea. Each teabag
came with a little message attached
to the teabag string. That morning it
read,“Those who don’t remember the
past are forced to repeat it.” It hit me
hard and motivated me. It reminded
me of karma, and karma reminded me
of Krsna consciousness. It was time for
me to make some major changes.

My mind took off. I thought for
weeks about the feeling welling up
inside of me that something was miss-
ing and that the material world is a
jungle of dead ends, boredom, and
temporary existence. I thought about
the blissful feeling I had after listen-
ing to a kirtana tape or smelling the
fragrance of flowers and incense per-
meating the air at the devotees’ down-
town center and at the temple.

Iremembered the peaceful feeling
deep in my soul as I walked through
the Rathayatra parades. There was
the mist of scented rosewater sprayed
on the crowd of beautiful devotees
to cool them down in kirtana. There
was the deep resonating beat of the
myrdanga drum pounding through my
stone heart. I remembered seeing Jag-
annatha, Balarama, and Subhadra on
their cart and the devotees pulling them
along the beachfront road. The deities
seemed to be playing a transcenden-
tal game of peek-a-boo to increase



the devotees’ love for them. The bil-
lowing clouds of frankincense would
dance in front of the Lord and then
be cleared away by the strong winds
from the ocean. There were stacks of
flowers and fruit at the Lord’s lotus
feet. I thought that anyone who had
missed this experience had to be out
of his or her mind. What could com-
pare to this? I remembered how beau-
tiful and happy the devotees looked.
I remembered the smell of tilaka and
the first time I had put some on. Could
I put this on every day? Could I really
become a Hare Krsna? Was this what
I'd been missing all my life?

I had come to the realization that
my redundant cravings for the Punk
Rock lifestyle would never give me a
solution to the frustrating and twisted
way of material life. I was sick of the

Prague,
Czech
Republic,
Summer
2003.

record skipping in the same groove
of life, and I craved the reality of
Krsna consciousness in all its beauty
and purity.

A Quick ExIT

When I had made my decision, I
couldn’t move fast enough to leave
the relationship and the home we had
bought together. I went to a trade
school and was a nail technician for a
short time while doing some service in
the garden of the Vancouver temple,
New Gokula Dham. Before I knew it,
Iwasworking at Govinda’s Restaurant
and had moved a few blocks from the
temple. I felt at home at last.

I’'ve had many spiritual masters on
this long journey. In 1996, I met His
Holiness Bhaktimarga Swami, and by

his mercy I received first initiation
in 2000 and brahminical initiation in
2002. I feel extremely grateful to be
able to personally serve Lord Jagan-
natha, the Lord of the universe, as His
pujari, after seeing Him from afar for
so long. Krsna has allowed me to serve
many wonderful devotees. Krsna has
also allowed me to marry a wonder-
ful devotee, and we have three sons.
We feel truly blessed.

Had Srila Prabhupada not fulfilled
the order of his spiritual master and
brought the glorious gift of Krsna con-
sciousness to the West, there would be
many more frustrated souls search-
ing in a desert of darkness, hypocrisy,
and repetition. Srila Prabhupada has
given us Krsna consciousness in all
its glory. It’s the greatest gift the ma-
terial world will ever receive. Q@
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Navina Krsna
Dasa (left), one
of the founders
of Pandava Sena,

reads a statement
at a protest (right)
in support of
Bhaktivedanta
Manor.

From saving Krsna’s temple,
to spreading Krsna’s message to
other youth, Pandava Sena
celebrates its tenth anniversary.

by Nima Suchak

of ISKCON UK, and one of | outside London.

Britain’s most dynamic youth Ten years on, PS aims to create a
groups. This year marks the tenth | spiritual revolution. With members
anniversary of the PS, as it is fondly | aged from fifteen to twenty-five, the
known, formed initially as a protest | group innovatively educates and en-
body to save ISKCON’s UK head- | gages youth in the Krsna conscious

P andava Sena is the student arm | quarters, the Bhaktivedanta Manor
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life through dynamic events and ac-
tivities.

Though Pandava Sena has a ma-
jority British Asian membership, it
also has many members from other
backgrounds. Nine thousand people
identify with Pandava Sena and at-
tend its events around the world—
festivals, vacations, home programs,
sadhana groups, university events—
coordinated by about one hundred
of its members.

DAWN OF A NEW ERA

“Get this ban pushed aside, build our
road big and wide . . . Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna ...”

The slogan was chanted throughout
the streets of London. It was January
1994, and over ten years had passed
in the battle to save Bhaktivedanta
Manor from shutting down. With only
ten weeks left before the prospective
closure, the youth rallied together to
make a statement.

Romapada Dasa, one of the group’s

inspirers, recalls the day Pandava Se-
na was established.

“I'and two other young devotees—
Pradyumna Dasa and Navina Krsna
Dasa—outlined the goals,agendas, and
structure of a youth group to specifi-
cally serve the campaign.”

It was decided that the group would
take the cause to the streets, the me-
dia, and the government.

Romapada adds: “Akhandadhi
Dasa, the temple president at the time,
approved the idea. And there it was.
Our name: The Pandava Sena—‘The
Pandavas’ Army.’” Our symbol: the
Hanuman flag.”

The youth group’s presence gave
the whole campaign momentum and
forced concerned people to realize the
severity of the issue: If they didn’t act,
Bhaktivedanta Manor would close.

Pandava Sena’s first rally was a can-
dlelit vigil outside the London temple,
followed by two protest marches be-
fore the Houses of Parliament. The
first march attracted over 36,000 peo-
ple. During the second march, as Big
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Ben struck 3:00 PM. on May 12,1994,
Pandava Sena members and others
led 5,000 people to throw themselves
onto the streets before the Houses of
Parliament, bringing central London
to a standstill.

Sivarama Swami remembers: “I
recall the exuberance of the Panda-
va Sena members as they returned to
their buses after the event. Intoxicat-
ed with Lord Caitanya’s mercy, they
were chanting and dancing as they
went along the road. I was thinking
that it was for such service that Indi-
ans are scattered all over the world.
Their duty is not academic or economic
pursuits. They’re meant to serve Lord
Caitanya’s mission. And when they
follow this calling—engage in their
true dharma—they taste real bliss. 1
hope Pandava Sena always engages
in the Lord’s service in that mood,
and with such results.”

The results? The government finally
approved the right of public worship
at Bhaktivedanta Manor, admitting its
undeniable need and value.



Pandava
Sena
members
celebrate

the success
of the Save
the Manor
campaign
(top, left) and
chant along
Ealing Road
in London
(top). At left,
PS members
portray
Krsna and
His associates
during a
London
honor-
students
march.
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FROM CAMPAIGNERS
TO PRACTITIONERS

Created specifically to save the
temple, the group had fulfilled its pur-
pose. The question now was, Where
do we go from here?

Navina Krsna, the chairman at the
time, noticed the youths’ natural at-
traction to chanting Krsna’s names,
and Pandava Sena transformed from
a campaign group into a Krsna con-
scious youth group. Following a re-
treat in Ireland, “Jammin’” was es-
tablished—a weekly kirtana
program. Then Pandava Se-
na spelled out its goals in the
context of five projects:

Project Yudhisthira

To educate members in
the philosophy and culture
of Krsna consciousness.

Project Bhima

To safeguard Vedic val-
ues and give a spiritual per-
spective on modern issues.

Project Arjuna

To revolutionize univer-
sity campuses with Krsna
consciousness.

Project Nakula

To replicate the activities
of Pandava Sena all over
the world.

Project Sahadeva

To publish relevant and
youthful material for the
propagation of Krsna con-
sciousness.

KRSNA AT THE
UNIVERSITY

Srila Prabhupada empha-
sized that student life, a time
when attachments and respon-
sibilities are minimal, is the
best time to cultivate spiritual
knowledge and principles as
a way of life. Pandava Sena’s
university activities began in
1996, and by 1998 “Vedic and
Spiritual Arts Societies” were
set up in London and Bir-

mingham (later to be called “Krishna
Consciousness Societies”). The Soci-
eties held discussions and intercolle-
giate festivals, with ISKCON leaders
as guest speakers.

The beginnings were sweet; the vi-
brant youthful energy brought positive
results. Eventually Pandava Sena put
together a team of graduates dedicated
to university programs. There are now
programs at eighteen universities, in-
cluding Oxford and Cambridge. The
weekly programs involve discussions,
yoga classes, lunchtime prasadam

50 BACKTO GODHEAD ¢ NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2004

distribution, and trips to the temple.
This year, for the first time, students
attended a long-weekend retreat at
Radhadesh, Belgium, that included
seminars and workshops. Many Brit-
ish students now chant,read Srila Pra-
bhupada’s books, follow the regulative
principles, and help run the Krishna
Consciousness Societies.

Whether as diners at Govinda’s
Restaurant or as volunteer cooks and
distributors for Food for Life, univer-
sity students are engaging in the ser-
vice of Sri Sri Radha-Londoni§vara,




Members of the Krishna
Consciousness Society (left)

at Queen Mary’s University in
London. Below, Ravana’s life ends
in fireworks, thanks to the work of
PS members. Below, left, members
work together to Krsna-ize a wall
at ISKCON’s New Vraja Mandala
community in Spain.

the deities of the ISKCON temple
in London. Wednesday evenings the
temple hosts “Oasis in the City,” a
Pandava Sena program of discussion,
kirtana, and prasadam for university
students.

PS demonstrates that for a young
person there is always time for Krsna.
Members join with other devotees
every Saturday night to chant in cen-
tral London. Some perform dedicated
service at the temple. From London,
Pandava Sena has expanded steadily
to major cities in England, and to the
USA, Kazakhstan, Slovenia, and The
Netherlands.

FESTIVALS

Loud and lively festivals buzzing
with energy are a Pandava Sena spe-
cialty, and blowing things up seems
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Start a Group

For information on starting a
youth group in your area, contact
Pandava Sena.

E-mail—
Yuvaraj Rana, Chairman
uv@psena.com

Websites—

UK: www.pandavasena.com
Amsterdam: www.pandavasena.nl
New Jersey: www.pandavasena.us

University Societies—
www.Krishna.com

to be inbred. Dusshera, the festival
honoring Lord Rama’s slaying of the
wicked Ravana, includes the burning
of a huge effigy of the demon, along
with music, drama, and fireworks. Holi,
the dye-throwing festival of Radha-
Krsna,is re-enacted with an enormous
bonfire and, this year, the throwing of
a quarter ton of dyed powder.

Navina Krsna Dasa, formerly Nitesh Gor, receives initiation from His Holiness Bhakti
Caru Swami. Many PS members have taken initiation from various ISKCON gurus.

Bhaktivedanta Manor stages
the largest Janmastami (Krsna’s
appearance) festival outside In-
dia, and PS hosts thousands of
young pilgrims by staging dra-
mas, multimedia presentations,
and lots of kirtana.

EVERY TOWN
AND VILLAGE

Members joined Tribhiiva-
natha Dasa (who passed away
in 2001) on the UK and Afri-
ca Hare Krsna festival tours,
and continue to do so under
Giridhari Dasa. Birmingham
Rathayatrais also a youth fes-
tival. There’s always a sleep-
less fun run up to the event,
organizing everything from
the chariots, stage show, and
decorations, to funding, publicity,and
media. Pandava Sena has been cel-
ebrating New Year’s Eve ever since
the first program in 1996, honoring
the Srila Prabhupada Centennial. A
PS Christmas day means gift-giving,
comedy Christmas pantomimes, kir-
tana, and Christmas dinner. Pandava
Sena also takes part in government-
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endorsed festivals supported by the
Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies.

SPIRITUAL
PRACTICE

“Whatever position we’re in,” Trib-
hivanatha Dasa told PS members
some years ago, “we should use it
to benefit others spiritually. So what
that means in terms of Pandava Sena
is that you have to sacrifice as much
as you can, especially in your youth,
to try to please Krsna and Srila Pra-
bhupada.”

There is a drive in Pandava Sena
to become serious devotees. Many
members chant sixteen rounds on their
beads and follow the four regulative
principles. Nitai Kirtana Dasa, a disci-
ple of Jayapataka Swami, was the first
Pandava Sena member to be initiated,
and many more have followed suit.

Pandava Sena has been fortunate
to receive direct instruction and care
from many ISKCON leaders, espe-
cially Bhakti Caru Swami, Sivarama
Swami, and Radhanatha Swami, as
well as Tribhtivanatha Dasa. This sum-
mer, Urmila Devi Dasi spent ten days
training Pandava Sena girls.

VAISNAVA
TRAINING

“Caitanya Mahapra-
bhu says that there are
really only two activi-
ties, a devotee should
do,” says Sacinandana
Swami.“Become Krsna
conscious and spread
Krsna consciousness.
I have always seen
that the Pandava Se-
na group focuses on
these two aspects by
having spiritual pro-
grams and by making
innovative and creative
plans to spread Krsna
consciousness.”

A mentorship pro-
gram has been set up
to ensure that more
experienced Pandava
Sena members care
for those who want to
(please turn to page 57)



SRILAPRABHUPADASPEAKSOUT

“There Must Be

Four Classes %
InSociety” [

Here we continue a conversation between His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and the mother of
one of his students, along with a Jesuit priest. It took place in

the garden at Bhaktivedanta Manor, near London, England,
on July 25, 1973.

Mother: Well, I'm a nurse, and so that is why I would like to
see some of your people trained as medical men.

Srila Prabhupada: But there must be division of labor.
When there is the necessity of brainwork, you take
help from the brain. And when there is the need

of walking, you take help from the leg. It is
cooperation. Not that everyone has to learn
everything.

Mother: I myself did training. I became
a nurse.

Srila Prabhupada: You are asking us,
“Why are you not taking medical
education?” Why should we take it?
Mother: Because if everybody—
Srila Prabhupada: No. There is no
necessity. If I can pay and get the
help of a medical man, why should
I waste my time in that way?
Let me—

Mother: Ah, but you should be
self-supporting. You should be—
Srila Prabhupada: Let me en-
gage my time for understanding
God.

Mother: You should be self-
supporting in that way.

Srila Prabhupada: “Self-
supporting.” We are self-
supporting. Just like, I have
given the example of your body
or the social body. There are
four divisions: the head divi-
sion, the arm division, the

belly division, and the leg
division. So the belly

-
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You may take some students and train them
as medical men. But I am training these students
to become spiritual teachers.

is doing the work of the belly or stom-
ach. The leg is walking. The hand is
defending, and the head or the brain
is giving instruction to everyone. This
is cooperation. So that is the Vedic
system of civilization: brahmanas, ksa-
triyas, vaisyas, Siidras—teachers and
advisors, administrators and protec-
tors, merchants and farmers, laborers
and craftsmen. There must be divi-
sions of work. Not that everyone has
to learn everything.

Mother: No. I don’t mean that.
You’re misunderstanding me.

Srila Prabhupada: That’s all right. Then
your question is answered. When 1
need the help of a medical man, I go
to the medical man.

Mother: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: So what is the
wrong there?

Mother: Well, what I’'m saying to you
is that . ..

Srila Prabhupada: No. What is the
wrong? Find something.

Mother: . . . you can love God and
be near God and train to be a medi-
cal man. Why don’t you let some of
your boys be trained to be medical
men? Why do you say no?

Srila Prabhupada: But again you are
putting the same question. We are
training them for acting as society’s
brain, and you are asking me, “Why
don’t you train them for acting as the
leg?” That is your question.

Mother: But they can still love God.
They can still work for God at the
same time.

Srila Prabhupada: No, no. Why are
you asking this brain to learn how to
walk? Why are you asking this odd
question?

Mother: Well, my brain works. And I
also—if there was a war tomorrow—
I could go and be a nurse and look
after the sick . ..

Srila Prabhupada: That’s all right.

That’s all right.

Mother: . . . and still be with God.
Srila Prabhupada: That question I
have already explained. In the social
body there are four divisions. So each
division can take the help of the other
divisions. That is another thing.

But you are asking, “You are sim-
ply interested in the brain. Why not
in the leg?” But we are interested.
Simply not in that way—that we
train ourselves for becoming the leg.
When we can see that we can pay the
medical man and we can get the help,
then why shall we waste our time by
becoming a medical man?

Mother: I think it’s so sad to see a lot
of very good ...

Srila Prabhupada: No, no. Just try to
understand this point.

Mother: . . . young men becoming
cabbages.

Srila Prabhupada (looking to his
disciples): They’re misunderstanding.
[Returning to his disciple’s mother and
the Jesuit priest:] Yes. Just like here
is Father. He’s trained up in how to
preach. He’s not a medical man—and
he doesn’t require to learn the medi-
cal science.

Mother: No,but I didn’t ask you to be
a doctor. I said some of your boys.
Srila Prabhupada: Why? Why are you
asking? My boys are the same.
Disciple: Which ones? Which ones of
us should become doctors here?
Mother: Well, all ...all...all...
Disciple: Supposing they all want to
be spiritual teachers. Do you go to
your Catholic seminaries and take
some boys from the various classes
to become doctors?

Mother: Yes—well, if you had an epi-
demic of smallpox . ..

Disciple: No, no, no.

Mother: . .. or typhoid ...you...you
know what smallpox is like in India.
Srila Prabhupada: You are presuppos-
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ing. There must be social divisions.
Disciple: Again, do you go to your
Catholic seminary and take boys out
to become doctors?
Mother: It’d be no good at all being
a priest if you had smallpox—would
it?
Disciple: So, therefore, you should
just go to your Catholic seminary and
take some boys to become doctors.
By force. “Now, you all come and be
doctors.” Even though they all want
to be spiritual teachers.
Mother: You’ve got to have balance.
Balance, somehow. Yes.
Srila Prabhupada: “Balance.” This is
balance. You may take some students
and train them as medical men. But I
am training these students to become
spiritual teachers. Why are you inter-
fering with my business? You do your
own business.
Mother: Well, my son is my busi-
ness.
Srila Prabhupada: Your son is not
dependent on you. He’s indepen-
dent.
Mother: Yes, but he was . ..
Srila Prabhupada: You want him to
have independence. He’s already inde-
pendent of you.
Mother: He was snatched out of
the university by your people going
’round the universities. He was in the
university.
Srila Prabhupada: That’s all right if
some of our students go to the uni-
versity. There are many students there
who are interested in this Vedic spiri-
tual science.
Disciple (to the mother): Now, wait a
minute. We didn’t snatch Michael.
Srila Prabhupada: We don’t object to
their inquiring from us.
Disciple: Michael came to our center
in London, sat down, and didn’t want
to go away.

(please turn to page 58)
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YOUTH ON A MISSION
(continued from page 52)

become more serious about spiri-
tual life.

Dhruva Maharaja Dasa, the boys’
mentorship secretary, says, “Guidance
and training are formalized to ensure
progressive advancement in spiritual
life and loving relationships.”

Last September, twelve members
joined a training program hosted by
Bhaktivedanta Manor.

Rina Daya, one of the students,
says, “The six-month program is to
train young devotees to become strong
preachers and develop a solid basis
of devotional practice. It involves pil-
grimages to Mayapur and Vrndavana,
training at the Chowpatty temple in
Mumbai, and study and training in
the UK.”

A ground-level course was start-
ed in 2003.

“The course gives Pandava Sena
members a thorough understanding
of Srila Prabhupada’s teachings and
solidifies their practices,” says Dina
Krsna Dasa, the course leader.

The weekly course consists of three
manuals: Theology & Philosophy, De-
votional Practices, and Vaisnava Cul-
ture.

Small Sadhana Groups also take
place fortnightly across England for
those wishing to undertake systematic
study of the scriptures in an intimate
local environment.

Krsna, exotic grounds in foreign
lands, interactive seminars with bril-
liant speakers, kirtana, lots of prasa-
dam, massive chanting sessions in ma-

jor cities, and adrenalin-pumping ac-
tivities for over 130 students are what
constitute Pandava Sena annual re-
treats. Mixing fun with spirituality,
they offer an experience of the temple
environment and a summer vacation
bubbling with energy.

“A high point in my life came when
I was invited to give lectures at Pan-
dava Sena retreats in Ireland,” says
Sacinandana Swami. “When I dance
with Pandava Sena devotees in kirtana,
I feel thirty years younger.”

The first Pandava Sena retreat was
in 1995, with Tribhaivanatha Dasa.The
retreats have become bigger and bet-
ter, with international destinations
each year under the direction of for-
mer chairman Sandipan Krsna Dasa
and Sonal Gathani.

Urmila Devi Dasi, a BTG editor
and ISKCON educator, joined the
Pandava Sena’s 2003 retreat to Pra-
bhupada Desh, Italy.

“All of us speakers encouraged the
group to improve their spiritual life and
avoid imitating Western youth,” she
says. “What I found really interesting
was BhaktiTirtha Swami’s comments.
He said that Prabhupada wanted to
combine the best of the East (spiri-
tual knowledge) with the best of the
West (material advancement). This
group—Indian by heritage and to a
large degree by culture, but raised in
the West and living in the West—ex-
emplified Prabhupada’s mission and
were, he explained, the best hope for
the future. I'd frankly never thought
of Western-raised Indian youth in that
light and felt very enlivened.”

The first Pandava Sena retreat to the
USA took place this summer. Pandava
Sena UK joined members from New
Jersey, New York, and Philadelphia in
New Vrindavan, West Virginia, for a
week of seminars, kirtana, sports,and
lots of fun.The fifty-strong group was
joined by Jayadvaita Swami, Bhakti
Tirtha Swami, and Radhanatha Swa-
mi. In New York, Pandava Sena rep-
licated Jammin’-style programs with
American youth and visited places
associated with Srila Prabhupada and
the founding of ISKCON.

THE FUTURE
IS HERE

Bhakti Caru Swami explained that
spreading Krsna consciousness will oc-
cur through the youth. As world his-
tory shows, it only takes a few friends
to begin a revolution. Pandava Sena
projects like Jammin’ and Krishna
Consciousness Societies can be repli-
cated in any town or village. We urge
youth all over the world to use their
ambition, courage, and intelligence
to spread Krsna consciousness. We
are the future, but will we make it
on our own?%

Nima Suchak is a freelance journal-
ist, an early member of Pandava Sena,
and part of the Bhaktivedanta Manor
congregation.

Contributors to this article: Sandipan
Krsna Dasa, Rangadevi Devi Dasi, An-
upma Parihar, Dimpy Patel, and Yuvaraj
Rana (Pandava Sena Chairman).
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WHAT CULTURE?
(continued from page 28)

The knowledge available in the
Vedic scriptures translated by Srila
Prabhupada is more than the religious
portion of a vague, irrelevant culture.
The Vedic culture is a scientific for-
mula for human behavior, a guide to
living in any age. Unfortunately in
this age, Kali-yuga, only remnants of
the culture remain. In the Caitanya-
caritamrta, Lord Caitanya says, “In this
Age of Kali most people are bereft of
Vedic culture, and therefore they are
called yavanas. They are concerned
only with killing cows and brahmini-
cal culture. In this way they all engage
in sinful acts.”

One would expect something differ-
ent from the nation that is the source of
such an ancient and powerful culture.
Instead we see Westerners adopting
the spiritual practices and religion of
the Vedas. Thousands have taken to the
Vedic philosophy and have given up
their habits of Western life. Western-
ers in India often promote the Vedic
culture, even to the extent of trying
to turn Indians back to vegetarianism.
Within the supposedly sacred borders
of India, Westerners who have cho-
sen India as their home constantly
see environments that resemble the

West that they so longed to escape.
“Mother India” is fast becoming a
spiritually barren wasteland in com-
parison to her former glory.

In one Calcutta newspaper recently,
I read an article about the “growth
phenomena” of vegetarian restau-
rants. At first glance it would appear
that India is turning away from the
influence of the West and back to the
culture that was the valuable foun-
dation of the nation. Yet on further
inspection it seems that instead, it’s
simply a case of dancing to the tune
of America, where vegetarianism is
a trend and vegetarian restaurants
are common.

As Srila Prabhupada pointed out,
the Indian culture is a shadow of it’s
former glory, and not much evidence
of it remains:

Disciple: Atleast here [India] there
is Indian culture.

Prabhupada: What Indian culture?
They are killing cows. What is Indian
culture? Their Indian culture is that
some of them speak Hindi, that’s all.
This is their Indian culture.

ELEPHANTINE VALUE

Yet the \{edic culture has its roots
here,and as Srila Prabhupada also said,

modern-day Indian civilization could
be compared to a dead elephant. An
elephant is such a valuable creature
that even when dead, because of its
tusks and hide it remains almost as
valuable as when alive and working.
Similarly, although the Indian culture
is practically dead, India still has great
potential. That potential is the Vedic
culture, the true spiritual culture.

And not only for Indians. West-
erners have one thing in their favor
that will move them to adopt fine ele-
ments of this culture: their dominance
in the advancement of modern soci-
ety and their trendsetting tendencies.
This consumer strength is a power-
ful one, and can be used in a positive
direction. All it takes is for someone
to realize the strength, beauty, and
power of the Vedic culture, and to
take it up as a viable alternative to
the madness that passes for modern
civilization. In turn, the Indians will
see how “Vedic” is done Western style
in the twenty-first century. {3

Braja Sevaki Devi Dasi is a disciple of
His Holiness Tamal Krsna Goswami.
She is the author of three books, and her
poetry has been published in Australia
and Britain. She lives in Mayapur with
her husband, Jahnu Dvipa Dasa.

“FOUR CLASSES”

(continued from page 54)

Mother: He’d been taking LSD, and
he was very sick. And somebody took
him in.

Srila Prabhupada: So, when he was tak-
ing LSD, what did you do for him?
Disciple: And why was he taking LSD?
He had such a wonderful education,
such a happy home, and so many
other things.

Mother: Well, he was experimenting.
Now, this is it.

Disciple: But LSD is known to be a
dangerous thing to experiment with.
Srila Prabhupada: Did you like that?
Did you like that?

Mother: Well, he had a false . . . this
was not . ..

Srila Prabhupada: When he was tak-
ing LSD, did you like that?

Mother: I didn’t know, did I?

Srila Prabhupada: Then?

Mother: Until afterwards, and we
found him.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Mother: And this is it.

Srila Prabhupada: So we must train
these various divisions for the upkeep
of the society. That is missing. At the
present moment, there are no divisions
being systematically trained.
Mother: But he had a false religious
experience, due to the LSD.

Srila Prabhupada: No, T am talking
generally,not of him—that there must
be these divisions. Just like naturally
in our body we have got divisions.
The whole object is to keep the body
fit, but there are divisions: the head
division, the arm division, the stom-
ach division, and the leg division. So
similarly, there must be four classes of
men in society: the intelligent class of
men, the administrator class of men,
the productive class of men, and the
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laborer class of men.

Everything is required, but not
that the intelligent class of men have
to learn the business of the laborer
class of men.That is not required. Just
try to understand. The laborer class
of men—they are required. But one
who is intelligent class—he cannot be
trained up as an ordinary laborer in
the factory. That is a mistake.

The intelligent person must work
according to his capacity. If he’s in-
telligent, he must be trained to be a
spiritual teacher. He must be God
conscious. He can then educate peo-
ple that “This eating-sleeping is not
all. There is God. You should under-
stand—you have got a relationship
with Him. If you want to have a bet-
ter life next time, then you must
become God conscious. You must be
sinless.” These things are required in
society. €
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INDIA
Agartala, Tripura — Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799 001/ Tel. (0381) 227053/

Fax: (0381) 224780/ E-mail: premadata@rediffmail.com
Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Satellite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Crossing, 380 054/

Tel. (079) 686-1945, -1645, or -2350/ E-mail: jasomatinandan.achsp@pamho.net
Allahabad, UP — Hare Krishna Dham, 161 Kashi Raj Nagar, Baluaghat 211 003/ Tel. (0532) 415294
Amritsar, Punjab — Chowk Moni Bazar, Laxmansar, 143 001/ Tel. (0183) 2540177
Bangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 ‘R’ Block, Chord Rd., Rajaji Nagar 560 010/

Tel. (080) 332-1956/ Fax: (080) 332-4818/ E-mail: guesthouse@iskconbangalore.org
Bangalore, Karnataka — ISKCON Sri Jagannath Mandir, No.5 Sripuram, 1st cross,

Sheshadripuram, Bangalore 560 020/ Tel. (080) 353-6867 or 226-2024 or 353-0102
Baroda, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 021/ Tel. (0265) 2310630 or 2331012

or 2350885/ E-mail: iskcon.baroda@pamho.net
Belgaum, Karnataka — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 590 006/ Tel. (0831) 436267 or 400108/

E-mail: devamrita.rs@pamho.net
Berhampur, Orissa — Sri Ram Govinda Mandir, Aska Road, At Post Ankuspur, Brahmapur,

Dist. Ganjam 761 100/ Tel. (0680) 330720

4 Bhubaneswar, Orissa — N.H. No. 5, IRC Village, 751 015/ Tel. (0674) 553517, 533475,
or 554283/ E-mail: bhubaneswar@pamho.net
e Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Dham, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ Tel. (0172) 601590 or 603232/
E-mail: bhaktivinode.gkg@pamho.net
Chennai, TN — Hare Krishna Land, Bhaktivedanta Swami Road, Off ECR Road, Injambakkam,
Chennai 600 041/ Tel. (044) 501-9303 or 501-9147/ E-mail: iskconchennai@eth.net
Coimbatore, TN — Sri Jagannath Mandir, 100 ft. New Scheme Road, Hare Krishna Land,
Aerodrome P.0., Coimbatore 641 011/ Tel. (0422) 626509 or 626508/
E-mail: iskconche@yahoo.com
Dwarka, Gujarat — Bharatiya Bhavan, Devi Bhavan Rd., 361 335/ Tel. (02892) 34606/
Fax: (02892) 34319
Guntur, AP — Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509
Guwahati, Assam — Ulubari Chariali, South Sarania, 781 007/ Tel. (0361) 545963
Hanumkonda, AP — Neeladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506 011/ Tel. (08712) 77399
Haridaspur, West Bengal — P.0. Chhaygharia, Bangaon, 24 Parganas, West Bengal 743 704/
Tel. (03215) 57856
Haridwar, Uttaranchal — Prabhupada Ashram, G. House, Nai Basti, Mahadev Nagar, Bhimgoda/
Tel. (01334) 261116
Hyderabad, AP — Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ Tel. (040) 2474-4969 or
2460-7089/ E-mail: vedantacaitanya@pamho.net
Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Rd., 795 001/ Tel. (0385) 2455245 or 2455247
or 2455693/ E-mail: manimandir@sancharnet.in
Indore, Madhya Pradesh — 101 Chetak Arch, 7 MG Road/ Tel. (0731) 272665
Jaipur, Rajasthan — ISKCON Road, Opp. Vijay Path, Mansarovar, Jaipur 302 020 (mail: ISKCON,
84/230, Sant Namdev Marg, Opp. K.V. No. 5, Mansarovar, Jaipur 302 020)/ Tel. (0414)
2782765 or 2781860/ E-mail: jaipur@pamho.net
Jammu, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, c¢/o Shankar Charitable Trust, Shakti Nagar, Near AG
Office/ Tel. (01991) 233047
Katra, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Sri Kalika Mata Mandir, Katra Vaishnodevi/
Tel. (01991) 233047
Kolkata — 3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. (033) 247-3757 or -6075/ Fax: (033) 247-8515/
E-mail: spci@giasc101.vsnl.net.in
@ Kurukshetra, Haryana — 369 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132 118/ Tel. (01744) 234806
Lucknow, UP — 1 Ashok Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg, 226 018/
Tel. (0522) 223556 or 271551
Ludhiana, Punjah — Sterling Tower, Vrindavan Rd., Civil Lines, 141 001/ Tel. (161) 2770600 or
(161) 3118897 or 98159-40005/ E-mail: iskcon.ludhiana@pamho.net
Madras — (see Chennai)
Madurai, TN — 37 Maninagaram Main Road, 625 001/ Tel. (0452) 746472
4 Mayapur, WB — ISKCON, Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham,
Dist. Nadia, 741 313/ Tel. (03472) 245239, 245240, or 245233/ Fax: (03472) 245238/
E-mail: mayapur.chandrodaya@pamho.net
Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Enkhol, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133
4 Mumbai, Maharashtra (Bombay) — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (022) 2620-6860/
Fax: (022) 2620-5214/ E-mail: iskcon.juhu@pamho.net; guest.nouse.nombay@pamho.net
Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Opposite Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,
Near Babulnath Temple, Chowpatty, 400 007/ Tel. (022) 2369-7228/ Fax: (022) 2367-7941/
E-mail: radha-krishna.rns@pamho.net
Mumbai, Maharashtra — Shrusthi Complex, Mira Rd. (E), opposite Royal College, Dist. Thane,
401 107/ Tel. (022) 2811-7795 or -7796/ Fax: (022) 2811-8875/
E-mail: jagjivan.gkg@pamho.net
Nagpur, Maharashtra — Sri Sri Radha Gopinath Mandir, 8 Shastri Layout, Ring Road, Khamla,
400 015/ Tel. (0712) 2273987 or 2273988/ E-mail: bhaktagaurav@hotmail.com
# New Delhi — Hare Krishna Hill, Sant Nagar Main Rd., East of Kailash, 110 065/
Tel. (011) 2623-6133, 4, 5, 6, 7/ Fax: (011) 2621-5421 or 2628-0067/

*

*

*

E-mail: mahamantra.gkg@pamho.net; (Guesthouse) neelsunder@mantraonline.com

New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh (West), 110 026/ Tel. (011) 25109851 or 25167478/
Fax: (011) 25167448/ E-mail: samba@pamho.net

Noida, UP — B-4, Sector 31, 201 301/ Tel. (095120) 245-4912 or 245-5015/
E-mail: vraja.bhakti.vilas.lok@pamho.net

Pandharpur, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River),
Dist. Sholapur, 413 304/ Tel. (02186) 267241 or 267242/ Email: iskconpdpr@rediff.com

Patna, Bihar — Arya Kumar Rd., Rajendra Nagar, 800 016/ Tel. (0612) 687637 or 685081/
Fax: (0612) 687635/ E-mail: krishna.kripa.jps@pamho.net

Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (020) 2633-2328 or 2636-1855/
E-mail: iyfpune@vsnl.com

Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuti, Swargadwar, 752 001/ Tel. (06752) 231440

Raipur, Chhatisgarh — Hare Krishna Land, Alopi Nagar, Opposite Maharshi Vidyalaya, Tatibandh,
Raipur 492 001/ Tel. (0771) 5037555/ E-mail: iskconraipur@yahoo.com

Ranaghat, West Bengal — Gourdham, Habiapur, Ranaghat, Dist. Nadia 741 403/ Tel. (03473) 281150
or 281226/ E-mail: shyamrup@pamho.net

Salem, Tamil Nadu — ISKCON, Hare Krishna Land, Rajaram Nagar, Salem 636 007/ Tel. (0427)
2418245/ E-mail: iskcon.salem@pamho.net

Secunderabad, AP — 27 St. John’s Rd., 500 026/ Tel. (040) 780-5232/ Fax: (040) 814021

Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Dist. Cachar, 788 004/ Tel. (03842) 34615

Siliguri, WB — ISKCON Road, Gitalpara, 734 406/ Tel. (0353) 426619 or 539046 or 539082/
Fax: (0353) 526130

Solapur, Maharashtra — C-29/49 Naganaath Laghudyog Society, Near Karnik Nagar, Behind
Yalialinga Math, Solapur 413 006/ Tel. (098) 9012 8619/ E-mail: ekalavyadas@yahoo.com

Sri Rangam, TN — 93 Anna Mandapam Rd., A-1 Caitanya Apartments, 620 006/ Tel. (0431) 433945

Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel. (0261) 765891, 765516, or 773386/
E-mail: surat@pamho.net

Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), Kerala — T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 695 014/
Tel. (0471) 328197/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@pamho.net

Tirupati, AP — K.T. Rd., Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel. (0877) 2230114 or 2230009/
E-mail: revati.raman.jps@pamho.net

Udhampur, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Srila Prabhupada Marg, Srila Prabhupada Nagar/
Tel. (01992) 270298, 276146

Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKCON, Opposite Polytechnic, 388 121/ Tel. (02692) 230796
or 233012

Varanasi, UP — ISKCON, B 27/80 Durgakund Rd., Near Durgakund Police Station, Varanasi 221 010/
Tel. (0542) 246422 or 222617

Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh — Venkatapalem Karakatta Rd., Undavalli Village, Tadepalli Mandaal,
Vijayawada, Guntur Dist. 522 501/ Tel. (08645) 272513

Vishakapatnam, AP — ISKCON, 7-5-108 Pandurangapuram Beach Rd., 530 003/ Tel. (0891)
2528376/ E-mail: nitaisevini@hotmail.com

Vrindavan, UP — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathura Dist.,
281 124/ Tel. (0565) 254-0021/ Fax: (0565) 2540-053/ E-mail: vrindavan@pamho.net;
(Guesthouse:) Tel. (0565) 254-0022; ramamani@sancharnet.in

Warangal, AP — Mulugu Rd., Ayappa Pidipally, 506 007/ Tel. (08712) 426182

RURAL COMMUNITIES
Ahmedabad District, Gujarat (Hare Krishna Farm) — Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)
Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj
Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dist. Gadhachiroli, 442 603/ Tel. (0218) 623473
Hyderabad, AP (New Naimisaranya Farm) — P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., R.R. Dist.,
501 401/ Tel. (040) 4742018
Indore, MP (Krishna-Balarama Mandir) — Hare Krishna Vihar, Nipania Village/ Tel. (731) 572794
Karnataka (Bhaktivedanta Eco-Village) — Nagodi P.0., Vollur Valley, Hosanagar Talug, Shivmoga
District, 577 425 (mail: Garuda Guha, Kollur, D.K. District, 576 220)
Mayapur, WB — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)
Puri, Orissa — ISKCON, Bhaktivedanta Ashram, Sipasirubuli, 752 001/ Tel. (06752) 230494
Surat, Gujarat — Bhaktivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surat-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur,
P. 0. Gangadhara, Dist. Surat, 394 310/ Tel. (02622) 63546
Vrindavan, UP — Vrinda Kund, Nandagaon, Dist. Mathura, U.P./ E-mail: vrinda@aol.com

CANADA

Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth St. N.E., T2E 353/ Tel. (403) 265-3302/ Fax: (403) 547-0795/
E-mail: vamanstones@shaw.ca

Edmonton, Alberta — 9353 35th Ave., T6E 5R5/ Tel. (780) 439-9999/ E-mail: edmonton@iskcon.ca

Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ Tel. & fax: (514) 521-1301/
E-mail: temple@iskconmontreal.com

Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St. E., KIN 6V4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544/ Fax: (613) 565-2575/
E-mail: iskconottawa@sympatico.ca

Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack St., S4T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-1640

Toronto, Ontario — 243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415/ Fax: (416) 922-1021/
E-mail: toronto@iskcon.net

Note for international phone calls: When dialing from outside the country, drop the “0” that begins most city codes (the numbers shown in parentheses).
Exception: For Russia, drop the initial “8.” Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we've skipped the codes for
North America (1) and India (91).  Temples with restaurants or dining % New listing e Revised listing
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@ Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 S.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5J 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-9728/

Fax: (604) 648-8715; Govinda's Bookstore & Cafe: (604) 433-7100 or (888) 433-8722/
E-mail: jaygo@telus.net
RURAL COMMUNITY
Ashcroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama (mail: P.0. Box 99, VOK 1A0, attn: Uttama Devi Dasi)/ Tel. (250)
453-2397/ Fax: (250) 453-2622 [attn: (250) 453-2397]/ E-mail: uttamadd@yahoo.com

U.S.A.

Alachua, Florida — 17306 N.W. 112th Bivd., 32615 (mail: P.0. Box 819, 32616)/ Tel. (386) 462-
2017/ Fax: (386) 462-3468/ E-mail: alachuatemple@alltel.net

Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., 30306/ Tel. & fax: (404) 377-8680/
E-mail: bala108@earthlink.net

Austin, Texas — 10700 Jonwood Way, 78753/ Tel. (512) 835-2121/ Fax: (512) 835-8479/
E-mail: harekrishna@swbell.net

Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. & fax: (410) 744-4069/
Fax: (410) 744 1624/ E-mail: info@baltimorekrishna.com

Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart Street, 94705/ Tel. (510) 649-8619/ Fax: (510) 665-9366/
E-mail: tp@iskconberkeley.com

Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/ E-mail: boise_temple@yahoo.com

Boston, Massachusetts — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/
E-mail: radhagopi@juno.com

Chicago, lllinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (773) 973-0900/ Fax: (773) 973-0526/
E-mail: information@iskconchicago.com

Columbus, Ohio — 379 W. Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/ Fax: (614) 294-0545/
E-mail: malati.acbsp@pamho.net

& Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330/ Fax: (214) 823-7264/

E-mail: txkrishnas@aol.com; restaurant: vegetariantaste@aol.com

# Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-9052/

E-mail: naikatma.achsp@pamho.net

© Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ Fax: (313) 822-3748/

E-mail: girigovardhana@hotmail.com

Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (352) 336-4183/ Fax: (775) 206-9478/
E-mail: info@krishnalunch.com

Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. & fax: (860) 289-7252/
E-mail: pyari@shcglobal.net

Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 595-3947/ E-mail: vinda@aol.com

Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482/ Fax: (713) 956-9968/
E-mail: management@iskconhouston.org

Kansas City, Missouri — Rupanuga Vedic College (Men’s Seminary), 5201 The Paseo, 64110/
Tel. (800) 340-5286/ Fax: (816) 361-0509/ E-mail: info@rvc.edu

Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion St., 92651/ Tel. (949) 494-7029/ E-mail:
tuka108@hotmail.com

Las Vegas, Nevada — 5226 Sandstone Dr., 89142/ Tel. (702) 440-4998/ E-mail:
surapala@pamho.net

Long Island, New York — 197 S. Ocean Avenue, Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4909/
E-mail: garuda@optonline.net

Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676/ Fax: (310) 839-
2715/ E-mail: nirantara@juno.com; restaurant: arcita@webcom.com

Los Angeles, California — 3520-3526 Slauson Ave., 90043/ Tel. (323) 295-1517/
E-mail: Mr.Wisdomla@aol.com

Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/
Tel. (305) 442-7218/ Fax: (305) 444-7145

@ New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 486-3583/

E-mail: rrk196820@cs.com

& New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714/

Fax: (718) 875-6127/ E-mail: ramabhadra@aol.com
New York, New York — 26 Second Avenue, 10003/ Tel. (212) 420-1130/
E-mail: webmaster@krishnanyc.com
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600/
Fax: (215) 247-8702/ E-mail: iskconphilly@aol.com
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South St., 19146/ Tel. (215) 985-9335/
E-mail: savecows@aol.com
Phoenix, Arizona — 100 S. Weber Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel. (480) 705-4900/ Fax: (480) 705-
4901/ E-mail: svgd108@yahoo.com
Portland, Oregon — 3766 SE Division, 97202/ Tel. (503) 236-6734; E-mail: iskconoregon@hotmail.com

# St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085 or 534-1708 or 535-2696/

Fax: (314) 535-0672/ E-mail: iskcon.stl@pamho.net

4 San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (858) 483-2500/

Fax: (858) 483-0941/ E-mail: gandharvika@pamho.net

San Jose, California — 2990 Union Ave., 95124/ Tel. (408) 559-3197/ Fax: (408) 369-8073/
E-mail: bhvatsala@hotmail.com

Seattle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. S.E., Sammamish, 98075/ Tel. (425) 391-3293/
Fax: (425) 868-8928/ E-mail: iskconseattle@yahoo.com

Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic St., 32304/ Tel. & fax: (850) 224-3803/
E-mail: darudb@hotmail.com

Towaco, New Jersey — 100 Jacksonville Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 109), 07082/ Tel. & fax: (973)
299-0970/ E-mail: newjersey@iskcon.net

Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ Fax: (520) 791-0906/
E-mail: tucphx@cs.com

Washington, D.C. — 10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100/
Fax: (301) 299-5025/ E-mail: sri.trikalajna.mg@pamho.net

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Road, 39426/ Tel. (601) 749-9460

or 799-1354/ Fax: (601) 799-2924/ E-mail: talavan@mypicayune.com

Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — Carr. 181, Km. 16.3, Bo. Santa Rita, Gurabo
(mail: HC-01, Box 8440, Gurabo, PR 00778)/ (Office) Tel. & fax: (787) 737-4265/ (Temple)
Tel. (787)712-0358/ E-mail: iskconpr@hotmail.com

Hillshorough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/
Tel. (919) 732-6492/ E-mail: bkgoswami@compuserve.com

Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindaban) — R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/
Tel. (304) 843-1600; Guest House, (304) 845-5905/ Fax: (304) 854-0023/
E-mail: mail@newvrindaban.com

Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel. (931) 759-6888/
E-mail: visnujana@hotmail.com

Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. & fax: (717) 527-4101/
E-mail: vrajalila@acsworld.net

Sandy Ridge, North Carolina — 1264 Prabhupada Rd., 27046/ Tel. (336) 593-9888

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

San Juan, Puerto Rico — Gopal, 201B Calle Tetuan, Viejo San Juan, 00901/ Tel. (787) 724-0229

Seattle, Washington — My Sweet Lord, 5521 University Way, 98105/ Tel. (425) 643-4664

Tallahassee, Florida — Higher Taste, 411 St. Francis St., 32301/ Tel. (850) 894-4296

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE/
Tel. +44 (028) 9062 0530

Coventry, England — Kingfield Rd., Coventry (mail: 19 Gloucester St., Coventry CV1 3BZ)/
Tel. +44 (024) 7655 2822 or 5420/ E-mail: haridas.kds@pamho.net

Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire, ML11 OES/
Tel. +44 (01555) 894790/ Fax: +44 (01555) 894526/ E-mail: karunabhavan@aol.com

Leicester, England — 21 Thoresby St., North Evington, LE5 4GU/ Tel. +44 (0116) 276 2587 or
(07887) 560 260/ E-mail: gauranga@gauranga.org

Liverpool, England — 114 Bold St., L1 4HY/ Tel. +44 (01555) 894-790

London, England (city) — 10 Soho St., W1D 3DL/ Tel. +44 (020) 7437-3662; residential /pujaris,
7439-3606; shop, 7287-0269; Govinda’s Restaurant, 7437-4928/ Fax: +44 (020) 7439-1127/
E-mail: london@pamho.net

London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Lane, Watford, Herts,
WD25 8EZ/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244/ Fax: +44 (01923) 852896/ E-mail: bhaktivedanta.
manor@pamho.net; (for accommodations:) accommodations.requests@pamho.net

London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Road, South Norwood, SE25 5NG/ Tel. +44 (020) 8656 4296

London, England (north) — 176 Royal College St., Camden, NW10SP/ Tel. +44 (0207) 485 4188
or (0790) 642 0827/ E-mail: foodforalluk@aol.com

Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, M16 8FT/ Tel. +44 (0161) 226-4416

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., NE4 6AR/ Tel. +44 (0191) 272 1911/
E-mail: bhakti.rasa@pamho.net

Plymouth, England — 2 Windermere Crescent, Derriford, PL6 5SHX/ Tel +44 (01752) 776708/
E-mail: dhirasanta@aol.com

Romford, England — 3 Rowan Walk, Hornchruch, RM11 2JA/ tel. +44 (01708) 454092

RURAL COMMUNITIES

County Wicklow, Ireland — Shantivan Dham, Rathgorragh, Kiltegan/ Tel. +353 (087) 9921332/
Fax: +353 (01) 4786204/ E-mail: praghosa.sdg@pamho.net

Lisnaskea, Northern Ireland — Govindadwipa Dhama, Inisrath Island, Co. Fermanagh, BT92 9GN/
Tel. +44 (028) 6772 1512/ E-mail: govindadwipa@pamho.net

London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)
(Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than forty other cities in the U.K.
For information, contact ISKCON Reader Services, P.0. Box 730, Watford WD25 8EZ,
UK; www.iskcon.org.uk)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Dublin, Ireland — Govinda’s, 4 Aungier St., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01) 475-0309/ Fax: (01) 478-6204
Swansea, Wales — Govinda’s, 8 Craddock St., SA1 3EN/ Tel. +44 (01792) 468469/
E-mail: govin_das@hotmail.com

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA

Adelaide — 25 Le Hunte St., Kilburn, SA 5084/ Tel. +61 (08) 8359-5120/ Fax: (08) 8359-5149

Brishane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indurupilly), QLD 4068/
Tel. +61 (07) 3379-5455/ Fax: +61 (07) 3379-5880

Canberra — 1 Quick St., Ainslie, ACT 2602 (mail: P.0. Box 1411, Canberra, ACT 2601)/
Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6262-6208/ E-mail: adi@actweb.net

Derhy — 8 Charles St., 7264 (mail: P.0. Box 11)/ Tel. +61 (0403) 696 309

Melbourne — 197 Danks St. (mail: P.0. Box 125), Albert Park , VIC 3206/ Tel. +61 (03) 9699-5122/
Fax: +61 (03) 9690-4093/ E-mail: iskcon@bigpond.net.au

Newcastle — 28, Bull St., Mayfield, NSW 2304/ Tel. +61 (02) 4967-7000/
E-mail: iskcon_newcastle@yahoo.com.au

Perth — 144 Railway Parade (corner of The Strand) [mail: P.0. Box 102], Bayswater, WA 6053/
Tel. +61 (08) 9370-1552/ Fax: +61 (08) 9272-6636/ E-mail: perth@pamho.net

Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 (mail: P.0. Box 459, Cammeray, NSW 2062)/
Tel. +61 (02) 9959-4558/ Fax: +61 (02) 9957-1893/ E-mail: sraduucp@sraddha.dialix.oz.au

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Bambra (New Nandagram) — 50 Seaches Outlet, off 1265 Winchelsea Deans Marsh Rd., Bambra VIC
3241/ Tel. +61 (03) 5288-7383/ E-mail: iskcon@bigpond.net.au

Cessnock, NSW — New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mount View Rd., Millfield, near Cessnock
[mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock]), NSW 2325/ Tel. +61 (02)4998-800/ Fax: (Sydney temple)

Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella (mail: P.0. Box 685), NSW 2484/
Tel. +61 (02) 6672-6579/ Fax: +61 (02) 6672-5498/ E-mail: ajita@in.com.au

RESTAURANTS
Adelaide — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 79 Hindley St., SA 5000/ Tel. +61 (08) 8231-5258
Brishane — Govinda’s, 99 Elizabeth St., 1st floor, QLD 4000/ Tel. +61 (07) 3210-0255



CenTers ArounD THE WORLD

Melbourne — Crossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-2939

Melbourne — Gopal’s, 139 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-1578

New Castle — Krishna's Vegetarian Cafe, 110 King Street, corner of King & Wolf Streets, NSW
2300 Tel. +61 (02) 4929-6900

Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/ Tel. +61 (08) 9227-
1684/ E-mail: perth@pamho.net

Sydney — Govinda’s Upstairs,112 Darlinghurst Road, Darlinghurst NSW 2010/
Tel. +61 (02) 9380-5155

Sydney — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 529B King St., Newtown, NSW 2042/ Tel. +61 (02)
9550-6524

NEW ZEALAND, FiJI, AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Christchurch, NZ — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190, Christchurch)/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-
5174/ Fax: +64 (03) 366-1965/ E-mail: iskconchch@clear.net.nz
Labasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912
Lautoka, Fiji — 5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax: +679 663039
Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243
Suva, Fiji — Joyce Place, Off Pilling Rd., Nasinu 7% miles (mail: P.0. Box 2183, Govt. Bldgs.)/
Tel. +679 393 599/ Fax: +679 314 583/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj
Wellington, NZ — 105 Newlands Rd., Newlands (mail: P.0. Box 2753)/ Tel. +64 (04) 478-4108/
E-mail: jageevandas.mvgm@paradise.net.nz
RURAL COMMUNITY
Auckland, NZ (New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course
(mail: R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 412-8075/ Fax: +64 (09) 412-7130

RESTAURANTS

Auckland, NZ — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 268 Karangahape Rd./ Tel. +64 (09) 300-7585

Hamilton, NZ — Gaura’s Place Vegetarian Restaurant, 555 Victoria St./ Tel. +64 (07) 839-3558/
E-mail: yatrafamily@paradise.net.nz

Labasa, Fiji — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Road/ Tel. +679 811364

Lautoka, Fiji — Gopal’s, Corner of Yasawa St. and Naviti St/ Tel. +679 662990

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Dolphins FNPF Place, Victoria Parade/
Tel. +679 314154/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Opposite University of the South Pacific,
Laucala Bay Rd./ Tel. +679 311683/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 18 Pratt St/ Tel. +679 314154

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 82 Ratu Mara Rd., Samabula/ Tel. +679 386333

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Terry Walk, Cumming St/ Tel. +679 312295

EUROPE (partial list)*

Amsterdam — Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 JX/ Tel. +31 (020) 675-1404 or -1694/
Fax: +31 (020) 675-1405/ E-mail: amsterdam@pamho.net

Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12, Entlo 2, 08002/ Tel. +34 93 302-5194/ E-mail:
templobcn@hotmail.com

Bergamo, Italy — Villaggio Hare Krishna (da Medolago strada per Terno d’Isola), 24040
Chignolo d'Isola (BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 4940706

Budapest — Mariaremetei ut. 77, Budapest 1028 11/ Tel. +36 (01) 397-0435, 397-0436/
E-mail: budapest@pamho.net

Copenhagen — Skjulhoj Alle 44, 2720 Vanlose, Copenhagen/ Tel. +45 (042) 286446/
Fax: +45 (042) 287331/ E-mail: tempel@krishna.dk

Grodinge, Sweden — Radha-Krishna Temple, Korsnds Gard, 14792 Grodinge, Tel.+46 (08)
53029800/ Fax: +46 (08) 53025062 / E-mail: bmd@pamho.net

Helsinki — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D (Il krs) 00180/ Tel. +358 (9) 694-9879/ Fax: +358 (9) 694-
9837/ E-mail: krishna@saunalahti.fi

Lishon — Rua Dona Estefania, 91 R/C 1000 Lisboa/ Tel. & fax: +351(01) 314-0314 or 352-0038/
E-mail: iskcon.lishon@pamho.net

Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid/ Tel. +34 91 521-3096

Paris — 35 Rue Docteur Jean Vaquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. & fax: +33 (01) 4303-0951/
E-mail: paramgati.swami@pamho.net

Prague — Jilova 290, Prague 5 - Zlicin 155 21/ Tel. +42 (02) 5795-0391/
E-mail: info@vedavision.cz

Radhadesh, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, 6940 Septon-Durbuy/ Tel. +32 (086) 322926
(restaurant: 321421)/ Fax: +32 (086) 322929/ E-mail: radhadesh@pamho.net

Rome — via Santa Maria del Pianto, 15-17, 00186/ Tel. +36 (06) 68891540/ E-mail:
lilasukha@libero.it

Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240/ Tel. +46 (08) 654-9002/ Fax: +46 (08) 650-881;
Restaurant: Tel. & fax: +46 (08) 654-9004/ E-mail: lokanatha@hotmail.com

Vienna — Reinprechtsdorferstr. 43/5, A-1050/ Tel. +43 (01) 547-1004/ E-mail:
iskconwien@hotmail.com

Warsaw — Mysiadlo, k. Warszawa, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11 (mail: MTSK, 02-770,
Warszawa 130, P.0. Box 257)/ Tel. +48 (022) 750-7797 or -8248/ Fax: +48 (022) 750-8249

Ziirich — Bergstrasse 54, 8030 (mail: P.0. Box 116)/ Tel. +41 (01) 262-3388/ Fax: +41 (01) 262-
3114/ E-mail: kgs@pamho.net

RURAL COMMUNITIES

France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d’Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Male/
Tel. +33 (02) 5440-2395/ Fax: +33 (02) 5440-2823/ E-mail: argm@wanadoo.fr

Germany (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/
Tel. +49 (08583) 316/ Fax: +49 (08583) 1671

Hungary (New Vraja-dhama) — Krisna-volgy, 8699 Somogyvamos, Fo u, 38/ Tel. & fax:
+36 (085) 540-002 or 340-185/ E-mail: krisna-volgy@pamho.net

Italy (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Scopeti 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (FL)/

Tel. +39 (055) 820054/ Fax: +39 (055) 828470/ E-mail: isvaripriya@libero.it
Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 949 280436

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002/ Tel. +34 (93)
318-7729

Copenhagen — Govinda’s, Norre Farimagsgade 82, DK-1364 Kbh K/ Tel. +45 3333 7444

Milan — Govinda’s, Via Valpetrosa 5, 20123/ Tel. +39 (02) 862417

0Oslo — Krishna’s Cuisine, Kirkeveien 59B, 0364/ Tel. +47 (02) 260-6250

Vienna — Govinda, Lindengasse 2A, 1070/ Tel. +43 (01) 522-2817

Ziirich — Govinda Veda-Kultur, Preyergrasse 16, 8001/ Tel. & fax: +41 (01) 251-8859/
E-mail: info@govinda-shop.ch

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)*

Kiev — ul. Menjinskogo, 21-b., 252054/ Tel. +380 (8044) 244-4944
Moscow — 8/3, Khoroshevskoye sh. (mail: P.0. Box 69), 125284/ Tel. +7 (095) 255-6711/
Tel. & fax: +7 (095) 945-3317

ASIA (partial list)*

Bangkok, Thailand — 15/43 Auangfa Villa, Soi Nuanchan, Sukhapibal Rd., Bungkum/
Tel. +66 (02) 9445346 or (01) 4455401/ E-mail: bvvnarasimha.swami@pamho.net

Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak St., Banagram, 1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 236249/
Fax: (02) 837287/ E-mail: iskcon@citechco.net

Hong Kong — 6/F Oceanview Court, 27 Chatham Road South (mail: P.0. Box 98919)/
Tel. +852 (2) 739-6818/ Fax: +852 (2) 724-2186/ E-mail: iskcon.hong.kong@pamho.net

Jakarta, Indonesia — Yayasan Radha-Govinda, P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/
Tel. +62 (021) 489-9646/ E-mail: matsyads@bogor.wasantara.net.i

Katmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha (mail: GPO Box 3520)/ Tel. +977 (01) 373790 or 373786/
Fax: +977 (01) 372976 (Attn: ISKCON)/ E-mail: iskcon@wlink.com.np

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, 58200 Kuala Lumpur/
Tel. +60 (3) 7980-7355/ Fax: +60 (3) 7981-1644/ E-mail: uttama@tm.net.my

Manila, Philippines — 52 Copenhagen St., Merville Park Subdivision, Paranaque, Metro Manila
1700/ Tel. +63 (02) 824-5247/ Fax: (02) 823-8689/ E-mail: sridam.gds@pamho.net

Myitkyina, Myanmar — ISKCON Sri Jagannath Temple, Bogyoke Street, Shansu Taung, Myitkyina,
Kachin State/ E-mail: mahanadi@mptmail.net. mm

Tokyo, Japan — Subaru 1F, 4-19-6 Kamitakada, Nakano-ku, Tokyo 164-0002/ Tel. +81 (03) 5343-
9147 or (090) 6544-9284/ Fax: +81 (03) 5343-3812/ E-mail: damodara@krishna.jp

LATIN AMERICA (partial list)*

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054, Villa Urquiza, CP 1431/
Tel. +54 (01) 523-4232/ Fax: +54 (01) 523-8085/ E-mail: iskcon-ha@gopalnet.com

Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 or 309420/
Fax: +564 302108/ E-mail: gurumanl@ecua.net.ec

Lima, Peru — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (014) 444-2871

Mexico City, Mexico — Tiburcio Montiel 45, Colonia San Miguel, Chapultepec D.F,, 11850/
Tel. +52 (55) 273-1953/ Fax: +52 (55) 2725944

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil — Rua Vilhena de Moraes, 309, Barra da Tijuca, Rio de Janeiro, RJ,
22793-140/ Tel. +55 (031) 2431-1887/ E-mail: iskconrio@yahoo.com

San Salvador, EI Salvador — (mail: Apartado Postal 1506)/ Tel. +503 780799

Sao Paulo, Brazil — Av. Angelica, 2583, Santa Cecelia, CEP 01227 200/ Tel. +55 (011) 259-7352

West Coast Demerara, Guyana — Sri Gaura Nitai Ashirvad Mandir, Lot “B,” Nauville Flanders
(Crane Old Road), West Coast Demerara/ Tel. +592 254 0494/ E-mail:
prabhupadadeva@yahoo.com

AFRICA (partial list)*

Accra, Ghana — Samsam Rd., Off Accra-Nsawam Hwy., Medie, Accra North (mail: P.0. Box
11686)/ Tel. & fax +233 (021) 229988

Cape Town, South Africa — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689-1529/
Fax: +27 (021) 686-8233/ E-mail: cape.town@pamho.net

Durban, South Africa — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle, Unit 5 (mail: P.0. Box 56003),
Chatsworth, 4030/ Tel. +27 (031) 403-3328/ Fax: +27 (031) 403-4429/ E-mail:
iskcon.durban@pamho.net

Johanneshurg, South Africa — 58 Kingston Ave., Auckland Park (mail: P.0. Box 649)/
Tel. +27 (011)726-1168 or (083) 231-0878

Lagos, Nigeria— 12, Gani Williams Close, off Osolo Way, Ajao Estate, International Airport Rd.
(mail: P.0. Box 8793, Marina)/ Tel. & fax +234 (01) 876169

Lenasia, South Africa — 7971 Capricorn Ave. (Entrance on Nirvana Dr.), Ext. 9, Lenasia
(mail: P. 0. Box 926, Lenasia, 1820)/ Tel. +27 (082) 332-9680/ Fax: +27 (011) 852-3176/
E-mail: iskconjb@freemail.absa.co.za

Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.0. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248

Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28946)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365/ Fax: +254 (02) 740957

Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre Bornes)/
Tel. +230 696-5804/ Fax: +230 696-8576/ E-mail: iskcon.hki@intnet.mu

Port Harcourt, Nigeria — Umuebule 11, 2nd tarred road (mail: P.0. Box 4429), Trans Amadi

Pretoria, South Africa — 1189 Church St., Hatfield, 0083 (mail: P.0. Box 14077, Hatfield, 0028)/
Tel. & fax: +27 (12) 342-6216/ E-mail: iskconpt@global.co.za
RURAL COMMUNITY

Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban/ Tel. +230 418-3185 or
418-3955/ Fax: +230 418-6470

The full list appears in the January/February and July/August issues.
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Catagories of Truth

A POPULAR HINDU magazine recently ran a
two-page color spread on ISKCON’s installa-
tion of the Pafica-tattva deities in Mayapur. I was
happy to see that the magazine’s subscribers are
being blessed by the sight of Lord Caitanya and
His associates. Predictably, though, the maga-
zine’s editors couldn’t adequately describe the
significance of the event or correctly explain the
identities of Lord Caitanya and the other mem-
bers of the Pafica-tattva.

AsSatyaraja Dasa pointed outin our special
issue on the Panca-tattvainstallation, the mem-
bers of the Pafica-tattva represent five aspects of
the Absolute Truth. Tattvais a philosophical con-
cept that means “a true principle.” In Vaisnava
theology, it is used to refer to absolute catego-
ries of reality. Most people today, including Hin-
dus and editors of Hindu magazines, have little
understanding of fattva. Therefore, when they
talk about prominent personalities within Vedic
culture—devas, rsis, avatars, gurus—they can’t
clearly distinguish their relative status. And,
influenced by the philosophy of monism, they
often imply,intentionally or not, that everything
and everyoneis God.

Vaisnava theologians tell us that there are
many tattvas and itisimportant to know who fits
where. Four main tattvas,of which there may be
subdivisions, are visnu-tattva, jiva-tattva, siva-
tattva, and Sakti-tattva.

The two most important to differentiate
are visnu-tattva and jiva-tattva. In the category
of visnu-tattva are God and the expansions of
God equal to Him in power. Krsna is the ori-
gin of all visnu-tattva expansions, who include
such personalities as Lord Ramacandra, Lord
Nrsimha, and Lord Narayana. The Upanisads
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explain thatitis the nature of God that even though
Heis unlimited, He can reproduce Himself unlim-
itedly without diminishing Himself. Therefore,
even though God is one—Krsna—He has an
endless number of expansions equal (except for
some unique qualities) to Him.

In the category of jiva-tattva are all the minute
souls who expand from Krsna’s marginal energy.
As Krsna is infinite, they are infinitesimal, and
their power is limited. The jivas in the material
world inhabit all kinds of bodies—plants,animals,
human beings,even devas, whom Prabhupadare-
fers to as demigods. Hindus today generally do
not differentiate between God (visnu-tattva) and
the devas (jiva-tattva). The Vaisnava acaryas teach
that the jivas are always subordinate to the one
God,or Supreme Personality of Godhead. Even
the devas must submit to Krsna’s control, whether
directly or through His material energy.

The most prominent deva is Lord Siva, or
Sankara. His position is unique because he is
neither visnu-tattva nor jiva-tattva. He has his
own category, called Siva-tattva. Lord Brahma
explains in his Brahma-sarihita that Siva is simul-
taneously Visnu and not Visnu in the same way
that yogurt is both milk and not milk. Lord Visnu
never directly touches the material energy. The
expansion of Visnu who consorts with the ma-
terial energy (Maya) is Lord Siva.

Finally, the Sakti-tattva category includes
the ever-liberated associates of the Lord in the
spiritual world. Expansions of God’s internal
energy, they never rebel like we jivas wander-
ing in the material world. By following their
example of oneness in purpose with Krsna, we
can one day join them in the spiritual world.

—Nagaraja Dasa



Srila Prabhupada’s Books

Special Installment Offer!

Srimad-Bhagavatam (12 Cantos)—This edition, with elaborate commen-
tary, is the most widely read and authoritative translation available to the
English-speaking world. Hardbound, 18 volumes, 17,900 pages, dust jackets
and bookmarks. $399.95 BLBM284. Or buy on the installment plan: 4 easy
payments of $100.00, plus shipping. You'll also receive a FREE one-year sub-
scription to Back to Godhead! Call our customer service department for details
(1-800-800-3284). Offer good in US and Canada only. Offer expires 12/31/04.
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta—This is the main work on the life and teachings of
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who introduced the chanting of the holy names of
God as the prescribed method of God-realization for our time. English tran-
slation with commentary. Hardbound, 9 volumes, over 7,300 pages. $295.00
BLBM223. Or buy on the installment plan: 3 easy payments of $100.00, plus
shipping. For US and Canada orders only. (Please call.)

KRSNA, the Supreme Personality of Godhead

The original account of the extraordinary activities ,
of Sri Krsna. Often called “the Krsna Book,” it is a
summary of the Tenth Canto of the Srimad-Bhagavatam.
Without the Sanskrit of the Bhagavatam, it’s an easy way
to read yourself into the spiritual realm.

Deluxe Edition—Special 2003 edition features 77 new
illustrations, a revised index and extended glossary, a
large map of ancient India, and a companion multimedia
CD. Hardbound, 844 pages, 7%2" x 9%", 77 color plates,
dust jacket, and ribbon. $49.95 BLBH245

1970 Edition (2-Volume Set)—Hardbound. Vol. 1:
369 pages; Vol. 2: 383 pages. 132 color plates, 7" x 10
$24.95 BLBM244
One-Volume Edition—Hardbound, 1,084 pages, 4%,
x 7", 29 color plates. Printed in India. $12.95 BLBH248

NOW YOU CAN HAVE IT ALL!

The Complete Ministry, Plus Music

The complete set of Srila Prabhupada’s recorded lectures and
conversations—plus his Krsna Book dictation—is now available in
MP3 as a set of 21 CDs. Two CDs are Srila Prabhupada singing bhajanas
and kirtanas. With compact, hard-body carrying case. (Make sure yo ur
CD player supports MP3 format.) $59.95 B6CM511

RARE AND USED BOOKS

In our continual efforts to provide our customers with the best possible
service and support, Krishna.com now offers you the chance to get rare and
used books of your choice. Call or contact us online via Live Help, and we’ll try
to find the book for you and give you a quote and estimated delivery time.




New Books

and CDs

e Hhepof i

A Ray of Vishnu—
By Rapa-vilasa Dasa.

A biography of Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Saras-
vati, who fought against
casteism, atheism, Brit-
ish cultural chauvinism,

sensuality in the name of

spirituality, and all kinds
of false doctrines. Soft-
bound, 5%" x 84", 291
pages. $6.95 STBS718

Audio Books—CDs of narration by Dhruva Maharaja Dasa with musical accompaniment.
Hamsadiita—By Rapa Gosvami. Lalita sends a message to Krsna in Mathura through a swan
messenger. $7.95 D8CB442; Sri Brhad-bhagavatamyta, Part One—By Sanatana Gosvami. Narada
Muni travels throughout the universe in search of devotees who have received the mercy of Lord
Krsna. 3-CD set. $19.95 D8CB443; Caitanya-caritamyta, Adi-lila, Chapter Four—By Krsnadasa
Kaviraja Gosvami and Srila Prabhupada. The confidential reasons for the Lord’s appearance as Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. $7.95 D8CB444; Sri Prema Samputa—By Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura.
Krsna disguises Himself as a woman and talks intimately with Srimati Radharani about Her love of
Lord Krsna. $7.95 D8CB445; Embankment of Separation—By Gour Govinda Swami. Lilas include:

Sarartha Darsini—By
Srila Visvanatha Cakra-
varti Thakura. This
Tenth Canto commen-
tary, translated by ISK-
CON’s Bhanu Swami,
reveals a deep under-
standing of the sweet
mellows of devotional
service. Hardbound,
77" x 94", 893 pages.
$23.95 STBH719
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Sri Advaita Prakasa—
By Sri Isana Nagara.
This biography of Ad-
vaita Acarya includes
Madhavendra Puri’s dis-
appearance, Haridasa in
Shantipura, Gauranga’s
appearance, and pastimes
of Isvara Puri, Nitya-
nanda, and more. Soft-
bound, 173 pages, 5%4" x
84", $5.95 STBS720

2004 Vyasa Puja
Book—We still have
a few left! Includes
homages from san-
nyasis, GBCs, tem-
ples, the publisher,
and other ISKCON
affiliates. With many
wonderful photos of
Srila Prabhupada.

Hardbound, 8 x 11%".

$24.95 BLBV299

Beggar of Prema, The Fainting of Ramananda Raya, Mahabhava Prakasa. $7.95 D8CB446

GOD
SCIENCE

God & Science—DBy
Richard L. Thompson
(Sadapita Dasa). A
compilation of articles
originally published in
BTG examining the
relationship between
modern science and
the Vaisnava tradi-
tion. Softbound, 232
pages, 6"x 9". $12.95
G5BS323

Padma Production Collec-
tion—By Dravida Dasa. Srimad-
Bhagavatam and other Sanskrit
scriptures chanted to tamboura
accompaniment, with English
translation. Set of three MP3
CDs. $19.95 KXCB379
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Gods & Goddesses—Ganesa, Siva,
Laksmi, and Krsna are just some of the
divine forms that grace these calendar
pages, which also track the moon’s cycles

and note important Hindu and secular
holidays. 11%" x 11%4". $12.95 MPBV415

BBT Art—Twelve favorite BBT paintings
embellish the 2005 calendar, along

with original poems by Dravida Dasa to
describe each painting. Includes Vaisnava
holy days (with alternate dates), some

US holidays, and moon phases. 12" x 18".

$5.95 BLBV207

Krishna Art—Includes a selection of
images from award-winning artist

B. G. Sharma. Verses from Rapa Gosvami
accompany these gorgeous renderings of
Radha-Krsna, along with notations for

Vedic holidays, festivals, and lunar cycles.
11%" x 11%4". $12.95 MPBV416




Gifts for Children

Epic Characters of Mahabharat Series—
Stories retold by Brajasundari Devi Dasi. Illus-
trated by Satadhama Devi Dasi. By reading

about the lives of these personalities, one can
quickly capture the essence of this great

literature.

Bhisma—Softbound, 38 pages, 52" x 8/4".
$4.95 T4BK554
Kunti—Softbound, 38 pages, 52" x 8",
$4.95 T4BK555

Krishna Edutainment—
CD contains over 75 cross-

word, jigsaw, and word-

search puzzles, all based on
Krsna conscious themes. For

ages 8+. $12.00 A6KA642

DVDs

Krsna-Balarama and Radharani Dolls—Designed by Hrimati Dasi. Durable enough
for children, but so attractive you may want to keep one for yourself. Soft body has
sewn joints, an expressive embroidered face, necklace, and detailed palm and foot
markings. Approximately 19" tall.

Radharani—Her dress is made from maha-prasadam deity dresses of Srimati Radharani
in Mayapur, India. She wears ankle bells, necklaces, real Tulasi neck beads, and real
earrings. Please specify maroon, red, or pink sari. $39.95 G4KD53Z

Krsna-Balarama Set—Both dolls have ankle bells, necklaces, real Tulasi neck beads,
and real earrings. Krsna has a real flute and a peacock feather. (Please specify red,
green, or golden turban for Balarama.) $72.95 G4KD54Z

Krishna & Balarama
in Vrindavana—Illus-
trated by Satadhama
Dasi. 29 pictures show
Krsna and Balarama’s
youth in Vrndavana,
Their adventures, and
Their friends. Soft-
bound, 30 pages, 82" x
11". $3.95 S2BC623

Stories for Growth—Multimedia CDs by Bamboo Notes. Kysna, the Butter Thief:
An Animated Melody—Includes Krsna matching games, jigsaw puzzles, coloring
pictures, a Krsna quiz, and more. Ages 5+. Requires Windows XP/2000/98/95.
$12.95 BNVR301; Adventures of Krishna Balaram: Animated Story Book—Six pas-
times. Ages 4+. Requires Windows XP/2000/98/95. $9.95 BNVR302; Messages
from Mahabharat: Essence of the Epics—Three animated stories. Ages 6+. Requires
Windows XP/2000/98/95, or Macintosh OS 7.5 or higher. $10.95 BNVR303
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Srila Prabhupada Video DVD Set—All the video footage of Srila Prabhupada,
originally produced on VHS, now on 23 DVDs. Includes the Acarya Series, Srila
Prabhupada Images, Vintage Series, Festival Series, and much more. More than 40
hours of video. $99.00 TVVD688

Panchatattva: Installation of the Deities—DVD includes the arrival of the dei-
ties in Mayapur, agnihotra, bathing the deities, and darsana of deities in their new
outfit on Gaura Parnima. $10.95 V4VD705

PAMHO: Artistic Expressions of Gratitude—The performance that took the
Festival of Inspiration in New Vrindavan by storm! Brilliant artists, musicians,
actors, dancers, and comedians came together for a landmark performance. Pre-
sented by Avatar Studios. 2-hour DVD. $19.95 A2VD620

The Simple Temple: Chowpatty—An intimate portrait of daily life in a commu-
nity founded on the sacred principles of love and devotional service taught by Srila
Prabhupada. Includes the 37-page booklet “Simple Steps for a Simple Temple.” 60-
minute documentary on DVD. $19.95 A2VD617

THESE PAGES INCLUDE JUST A
SAMPLE OF OVER 3,000 ITEMS AVAILABLE
AT THE KRISHNA.COM STORE!




More New Gift Ideas

Om Painted Pendant—Colorful hand-
painted Orh symbol framed in sterling silver
and protected under glass. No two are exactly
alike. A unique gift for the spiritually minded.
1%" in diameter. (Chain not included.)
$19.95 BCJP366

Satya Naturals:
Facial and Bath
Soap—Handmade SR -
natural soap lathers : =
profusely. Good for
all skin types. Anti-
septic, normalizes
your skin. No animal
products. Each bar

is hand-wrapped in
calico fabric. $3.59

each.
Silver Kavaca—Hollow, Lavender SNHS461
engraved sterling silver (design Patchouli SNHS462
may vary slightly). May be at- Peppermint-Tea Tree
tached to neck beads or chain. SNHS463

e S Honey Oatmeal with
: . i Ylang Ylang
L W, T SNHS464
BT A i Chamomile Rosewood
T SNHS465
Auto Tilaka—A . Rose Geranium
raised plastic Vaisnava Braided Tulasi Neck SNHS466
symbol for your car! Beads—Necklace of  Citrus SNHS467
214", strong adhesive small, natural Tulasi Awocado (Unscented)
backing. Choose beads, 15" long. SNHS468
from Silver JESA233,  Strung on tough nylon  Frankincense

One end opens for storage of
sacred items, such as Vrindavan
dust. Length is approximately
1". $4.25 H4JP364

Bronze JESA234, monofilament, with SNHS469

or Gold JESA235. brass clasp. $3.95 Pure Sandalwood

$5:95 $4.99 S2JT365 SNHS470
r-r-—--———>"=-—"=-—"=—"=—"=—"=-—"=—"=—"=—"™="™"™>"™="™—"=— A

Devotional Figurines—

Lord Caitanya and Krsna— 4". $6.95 STSF851
Krsna with Cow— 4%,". $6.95 STSF852

Lord Nysimha— 5". $6.95 STSF853
Radha-Kysna— 4'%". $6.95 STSF854

KRISHNA.COM STORE

P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA e (800) 800-3284
Outside USA & Canada: +1 (386) 462-1241 or fax (386) 462-1761

E-mail: store@krishna.com ® Web: www.krishna.com/store

Get a FREE gift with a purchase of $35 or more!

Please send me:
(Include item codes when ordering. Please print clearly.) Qty. Amount

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

Subtotal I

Payment method: S /H (min. $6.80; orders over $60, add 10%)* — I
[ Credit card I
[] Check / money order I
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

Amt. enclosed

Make checks payable to Krishna.com. (US funds only.) For subscriptions, make
checks payable to Back to Godhead. We accept the following credit cards: VISA,
MasterCard, American Express, Discover.

Name

Address Apt.
City. State Zip

Tel. E-mail

Card no. Exp. S.C.**

Signature

#Orders outside US, add 30% of order value. **Security code. Orders cannot be processed without 3-digit code on back of card.

I (To order additional items, use a separate sheet.)




Vedic Thoughts

S rimad-Bhagavatam is the
topmost theological science, and
therefore it can react on the
laymen as medicinal doses. Because it
contains the transcendental activities
of the Lord, there is no difference
between the Lord and the literature.
The literature is the factual literary
incarnation of the Lord.

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
i Swami Prabhupada
Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.5.16, Purport

L 4

The Supreme Lord,
who incarnates out of His causeless
mercy, regularly manifests
His various pastimes in order to
award supreme eternal benefit to
the averse living entities of
this world. All of His pastimes
are performed with a desire to
deliver the living entities.
’Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sa_lrasvati Thakura
Sri Caitanya-bhagavata, Adi-khanda 13.107
.

Among sacrifices I am
the study of the Vedas, and I am
nonviolence among vows. Among all
things that purify I am the wind, fire,
the sun, water, and speech.

) Lord Sri Krsna
Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.16.23

*

The word Brahman indicates the

complete Supreme Personality of
Godhead, who is Sri Krsna. That is the
verdict of all Vedic literature.

) Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta Madhya-lila 6.147

For receiving the mercy of Krsna,

I surrender unto His energy [Radha],
and for receiving the mercy of His
energy I surrender unto Krsna.

By worshiping Them, a practitioner
becomes freed from all sinful reactions
and, being fully satisfied, he goes
to the eternal abode of the Lord.

Chandogya Upanisad 8.13

L 2

By knowledge of the Absolute Truth,
the sober practitioners realize
that blissful, immortal,
all-pervading Supreme Lord.

Mundaka Upanisad 2.2.7
4

The Vedic mantras explain
that the all-powerful Absolute Truth
possesses a spiritual form and
although He remains in the spiritual sky,
He is simultaneously present everywhere.
He personally appears within
the heart of the perfect devotees who
constantly meditate upon Him.

Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana
Prameya Ratnavali 1.13

L 2

O my tongue, since my
mouth has become like a lotus
by dint of the presence
there of these eloquent, ornamental,
delightful syllables, you are like
the swan that plays there.

As your foremost pleasure, always
articulate the names Govinda,
Damodara, and Madhava.

Srila Bilvamangala Thakura
Govinda-damodara-stotram 9

Send your favorite quotations to: Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.



Krsna Meditation

Purify your vision and
your heart with this long-
awaited book of beautiful
deities in ISKCON temples
around the world.

LIMITED
EDITION!

Reserve your copy
NOW from the
Krishna.com store!

e Large format: 13"x 15/2"

e Silk cover with gold-leaf imprint

e High-quality binding

e 300 color pages on extra-white paper

e More than 800 photos

e Printed by a special 5-color process

o [nteractive DV D of all the deities in
the book plus other deities




