Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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COVER Lord Krsna and Srimati Radharani, His
eternal consort and the personification of love for

Him, enjoy eternally in the spiritual world. By
remembering Them at the time of death, we
can enter Their endless pastimes. (Painting by
Mayapriya Devi Dasi.)

“From any view-
point, animal kill-
ing is not practical.
I have seen the
animal killers.
They do not un-
derstand what is
God. Thatis a fact.
Nor have they got
the brain to under-
stand it.”—p. 58

WELCOME

= IN THIS ISSUE we hear
about the life and glorious
passing of one of the Hare
Krsna movement’s pioneers,
His Holiness Sridhara
Swami. Known as “the jolly

swami,” he joined Srila

Prabhupada’s fledgling movement in 1969 and
spent the next thirty-five years in service to
his guru, in dedicated spiritual practice, and

in teaching Krsna consciousness around the
world.

Sridhara Swami spent his last days at
ISKCON’s center in Mayapur, West Bengal, in
the heart of Lord Caitanya’s holy land. Srila
Prabhupada wanted the center to become
a showcase for all aspects of the Krsna
conscious life, including education. A group of
devotees there have wholeheartedly taken up
the task of creating an educational institution
in Mayapur where members of ISKCON can

grow in their spiritual knowledge and practice.

“Seed of a Sage Vision” introduces us to the
fruit of their efforts: Mayapur Institute for
Higher Education.

Mayapur lies only about thirty miles from
the border of Bangladesh, formerly part of
India and its rich spiritual heritage, especially
as connected to Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu
and his followers. Indradyumna Swami’s
“Pilgrimage to Bangladesh” tells of a rare visit
by Western devotees to some of Bangladesh’s
holiest sites.

Hare Krsna.—Nagaraja Dasa, Editor
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Letters

A Seed Bears Fruit

Many years ago, and it seems
like lifetimes now, I had two
high school friends who were a
couple of years older than I and
were Hare Krsna devotees. We
used to go on the weekends to
the Potomac, Maryland, temple
together. From the beginning my
faith was confident in Sri Krsna
and Srila Prabhupada. I was
even fortunate to have darsana
[audience] with His Divine
Grace when my friends received
initiation. I can’t remember, after
almost three decades, what my
friends’ initiated names were. But,
Jerry and Sandy, may you know
that the seeds of devotion planted
so long ago established something
which flourished over time. May
Govinda bless you both for the
most excellent of matchless
gifts.
L. C. Hagerty
Corcoran, California

Attentive Chanting

While chanting, is it wrong to
listen to Krsna’s bhajanas or read
about Krsna?

Rajes

Via the Interent

OUR REPLY: The process is to
hear and chant the holy sound

of the Hare Krsna mantra.
Revelation of the form, qualities,
and pastimes of Krsna will then
take place gradually in due course.
To do other things while chanting
Hare Krsna makes it more difficult
to pay attention, and inattention

is an offense to the holy name.
Attentive chanting can vanquish
our other offenses, but inattention
can prevent us from attaining love
of Godhead.

Bhaktivinoda Thakura has said
that there is nothing of value in
the whole material world except
the holy name. Why then do we
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feel the need to do other things
while we chant Hare Krsna? It may
be that our realization of this point
is lacking. So we should humbly
return our attention to the mantra
and continue, again and yet again,
always trying to hear with attention.

Looking for a Guru

BTG seems to arrive just when
my “Krsna battery” seems to be
running out of power!

Where can I find out more
detailed, practical information
about initiation? I have contacted
a couple of siksa [instructing] gurus
who have Internet Web sites. They
(I guess) in turn had a couple of
their disciples contact me. Alas, they
offered no tangible information
that I could use. This “initiation
thing” is like a “private club” that I
can’t get into. I'm forty-eight with
family responsibilities, so it’s hard
to visit the closest temple (which is
two hours away). I follow the four
regulative principles and chant ten
rounds a day. Any thoughts?

Van Gignilliat
Mobile, Alabama

OUR REPLY: In different places
in Srila Prabhupada’s books
the importance of initiation is
described. It is an essential part
of spiritual life. At initiation one
receives transcendental knowledge
about God and how to approach
Him. The spiritual master also
takes the karma of the disciple.
Srila Prabhupada had a standard of
having the devotees chant sixteen
rounds a day and follow the four
principles forbidding meat-eating,
intoxication, gambling, and illicit
sex for at least six months prior
to initiation. During this time, the
disciple may also see that the guru
is steadily qualified to represent
Krsna.

Generally Srila Prabhupada
taught that when one is serious
about spiritual life, Krsna will send



the guru. Therefore, you should
not be overly anxious about it.
You can pray to Krsna and Srila
Prabhupada and keep your eyes
open to see who they may be
sending.

As a disciple you will have to
dedicate your life to the service
of your guru, so you should keep
that in mind, and be sure you have
that much faith in the person you
accept as guru. The guru must be a
faithful follower of his own guru in
a line of succession going back to
Krsna.

Srila Prabhupada gives some
guidance about choosing a guru in
The Nectar of Instruction (pages
25-30).

In reality, initiation is not a
private club you cannot get into. It
is beyond superficial appearances.
It is Krsna revealing Himself to
you through one of His confidential
associates.

Why No Shoes?

I’'m a student of anthropology, and
I have a question regarding the
removal of shoes before entering
the temple. What is the significance
of that?

Sumaira

Via the Internet

OUR REPLY: The reason is that
cleanliness is an important religious
principle. Here are two statements
by Srila Prabhupada about
cleanliness in worship:

“In India it is still the prevalent
custom that one put his shoes in a
specified place and then enter the
temple barefoot after washing his
feet.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-
lila 7.59, Purport)

“To keep the temple very
cleansed, very attractive, that is
also Deity worship. Those who are
here working, they should keep this
temple as clean as possible. Then
Krsna will be satisfied. Krsna’s
body—this temple. Do not think

it otherwise. Temple should be
worshiped in that way. Therefore
I ask you not to come with shoes.”
(Lecture, August 17,1976)

Our shoes can become con-
taminated with so many unclean
things, and thus we should not
enter the temple wearing them.
This is out of respect for the deity,
who is considered an especially
merciful form of the Lord, for He
appears before the material senses
of the neophyte worshiper.

Inevitable Cleansing

I think that man has forgotten
God. With all of his fancy inven-
tions and technology, man has
lost touch with God. Therefore
a cleansing of some sort must
inevitably come. Would you agree?
Jerad Mack
Via the Internet

OUR REPLY: Yes, we will

have to turn away from this
absorption in materialism. There
is no doubt about it. There is a
counterculture of people turning
away from it, and it will increase.
We are confident that if the
congregational chanting of the
glories of God is promoted in
human society, then all the sinful
reactions will be dispelled. That
is the great need at the present
moment.

Please write to us at: BTG, P.O.
Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.
E-mail: editors@krishna.com.

CORRECTIONS

In the last issue, the text on page
15 was laid out incorrectly. The
right-hand column of text should
be the first column on the page.
Also, the deity on page 14 is
Gadadhara, not Lord Nityananda
as the caption states. We apologize
for these mistakes.

SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2004 « BACK TO GODHEAD 5§

Got Krishna
P on your
kK ind?
@, mind?
Online now:
More than
1,000 paintings!
ﬁi The complete

BBT collection
5 of Krishna art.

Download
wallpapers for )
your computer
desktop.

Send e-cards to
friends and
family.

\
Visit: \

Krishna.com







REMEMBER
KRSNA
ATTHE END

The success of whatever we do in life will be tested by our ability
to remember the Supreme Lord at the time of death.

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

etavan sankhya-yogabhyam
sva-dharma-parinisthaya

janma-labhah parah puriisam
ante narayana-smrtih

“The highest perfection of human life,
achieved either by complete knowledge
of matter and spirit, by practice of mystic
powers, or by perfect discharge of occu-
pational duty, is to remember the Per-
sonality of Godhead at the end of life.”

— Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.1.6

if you can remember Narayana—Narayana

or Krsna, the same thing—then your life
is successful, whatever you do. Very big stalwart
spiritualist or yogis say, “Everything is leading to the
Supreme.” That has been described here:sankhya-
voga, karma-yoga, jiiana-yoga, or dhyana-yoga.
These yogis say, “Whatever path we may follow,

S nte narayana-smrtih. At the time of death,

ultimately we go to the same goal.”
Thatis very nice, provided you actually
go to the same goal. Otherwise, it is
misleading. You say, “Whatever path
one may take, it leads to the same goal.”
We accept that. That is described here.
Ante narayana-smrtih. Whatever you
have done may be very good, but at the
time of death, if you forget Narayana,
then it’s all useless, all useless.

Because that is the point—your men-
tality at the time of death. At that time,
if your mentality is about Narayana,
then your life is successful. You will be transferred
to the spiritual world and associate with Narayana.
You get complete perfection. But if you think of
your dog at the time of death, then you go to be-
come a dog. Finished. All your sanikhya-yoga and
philosophy and yoga practice—all go to hell. You
become a dog.

One has to remember Narayana at the time of
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If you always engage in
Lord Krsna’s service, you always have the
impression of Krsna within your beart.

death. Then why not directly practice
remembering Narayana? What we
are doing is the correct practice for
that. The deity is there; the form of
Narayana, or Krsna, is there. If you
always engage in Lord Krsna’s ser-
vice, you always have the impression
of Krsna within your heart. And if you
continue it some way or other, then
your life is successful.

Otherwise big, big talks, nose press-
ing,and keeping the head down—you
can do that, waste your time in that
way. But will that guarantee that at
the time of your death you shall re-
member Krsna or Narayana? That re-
membrance of Krsna is wanted—ante
narayana-smrtih—as Sukadeva Gos-
vami, the authority, says here.

There is a Bengali proverb. Bhajana
kara sadhana kara murte janle haya:
“You are very good transcendentalist.
You are practicing so many nice
things. That’s all right. But do you
know how to die? That is the point.
If you die with God consciousness,
Krsna consciousness, then your life
is successful.”

WE ARE NOT GOD

[Reads from his Purport:] “Nara-
yana is the transcendental Personality
of Godhead beyond the material
creation.”

Narayanais not a person like us. The
Mayavadis say, “Narayana is a person
like us. So I can remember anyone. I
can remember my wife; I can remember
my husband or my child. Still, I am
going to the same goal.”

No, no, no. That is not possi-
ble. Therefore it is particularly said,
ante narayana-smrtih. Not your oth-
er friend or other demigod or . . .
No. Narayana-smrtih: “Remember
Narayana.”

[Reading:] “Everything that is cre-
ated, sustained, and at the end anni-

hilated is within the compass of the
mahat-tattva (material principle).”
In another place it is said,

dharmah svanusthitah pumsam
visvaksena-kathasu yah
notpadayed yadi ratim
Srama eva hi kevalam

“The occupational activities a man per-
forms according to his own position
are only so much useless labor if they
do not provoke attraction for the mes-
sage of the Personality of Godhead.”
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.2.8)

That is also referred here: etavan
sankhya-yogabhyam. Big, big san-
nyasis are discussing sankhya-yoga,
metaphysics, or analyzing what is spir-
it, what is matter. Neti neti: “Not this.”
This is called sarikhya-yoga. And the
original sannkhya-yogais bhakti-yoga.
The philosophy of the sanikhya-yoga
system was spoken by Kapiladeva,
the son of Devahuti. That is purely
bhakti-yoga. Later on, an atheist as-
sumed the name Kapila and discussed
sankhya-yoga. His is a materialistic
analysis.

The sankhya-yoga system of phi-
losophy is very much liked in Europe
and Western countries because it is a
system of metaphysics analyzing the
whole cosmic manifestation. There are
twenty-four fattvas. The first five tattvas
are the material elements: earth, water,
air, fire, and ether. Then ten senses:
five senses for acquiring knowledge
and five senses for enjoying. Then
five principles of enjoyment: sound,
form, touch, taste, and smell. Then
mind, intelligence, ego, and finally the
soul. In this way there are twenty-four
elements.

The sankhya yogis very much
analyze this study. They are of the
opinion that besides these twenty-four
elements, there is nothing more. No.
There is: the one who is combining
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and annihilating the twenty-four—the
Supreme Lord, pradhana, Visnu.

Whether you take the atheist Ka-
pila’s philosophical principle or that
of the original Kapiladeva, that’s all
right. But after analyzing, if you do
not find Narayana, the creator of
this material atmosphere and the
material elements, then it is only so
much useless labor. The chemists and
physicists are analyzing the material
elements within the laboratory. But
that does not mean they are going to
all be liberated at the end of life. No.
You are spirit soul. You are entangled
with these twenty-four elements. So
your real business is how to get out
of it. That is wanted.

Suppose you are a diseased fellow
and you analyze the disease. That is
called pathology. The doctor examines
your blood and he finds out, “This is
an infection, that is an infection, this
is this, this is this.” That’s all right.
But simply understanding the blood
analysis, pathology,does not mean one
is cured. The cure is different.

Similarly, these sarikhya-yogi philos-
ophers may analyze very critically. They
may even count the atoms compos-
ing the whole material atmosphere.
But that does not mean they have
understood the original force that
has created all these things. That
is discussed here. Etavan sankhya-
yogabhyam. You can become a very
big scientist, a very big physicist or
chemist. That is all right. But you must
know how to remember Narayana at
the time of your death.

THE SCHOLAR
AND THE BOATMAN

An interesting story has been
described in Back to Godhead: The
learned scholar and the boatman. In
Bengal there are many rivers, and so
people generally travel by boat service.



So a learned scholar from Calcutta,
say, was going home to his village on
a boat, and he was very happy.

He asked the boatman, “My dear
boatman, do you know astronomy?
Do you know how these stars are
working?”

“No, sir, I do not know.”

“Oh, your life is twenty-five percent
lost. You do not know anything.”

Then after some time: “Do you
know geology? Do you know how
earth and water are working?”

“No, sir, I am poor man. What can
I know?”

“Oh, fifty percent of your life is
lost.”

Then all of a sudden there was a
black cloud in the sky, and there was
a storm.

The boatman asked, “Sir, do you
know how to swim?”

“No, I do not know.”

“Then one hundred percent you
have lost.” [Laughter.] “You are going
to be drowned.”

He jumped and he drowned.

This is the point. You are trying to
understand the whole analytical study
of the material world. That is very
good. But if you do not know how to
remember Narayana at the time of
death, then you are going to be cats
and dogs. That’s all. Because you are
very fond of dogs. Especially in the
Western countries, every gentleman,
every lady has a dog. So what will
you think of at the time of death?
Dog.

Thatis nature’s law. Yari yar vapi
smaran bhavar tyajaty ante kalevaram.
You will find this in the Bhagavad-gita
[8.6]. At the time of death, the mental
condition you have created will carry
you to the next body. Therefore don’t
create a doggish mind. Make it Krsna
conscious. And that is very nice. Then
at the time of death you will remember
Krsna and you will be transferred to
Krsnaloka. Therefore it is advised,
“Whatever you may be, it doesn’t
matter. Practice Krsna consciousness.
That will save you.”

Otherwise, janma-labhah: getting
different types of births. So-called
scientists and physicists do not know
why there are so many varieties of
life. Why not only human beings? Why
are there cats, dogs, rats, flies, serpents,
trees, creepers, fish—8,400,000 species

of life? They also take birth from a
father and mother. Whether for the
insect, the cat, the dog, or the human
being, the process of birth is the same.
Therefore a Vaisnava poet has sung,
janame janame sabe pita mata paya,
krsna guru nahi mile bhaja hari ei:
Whether you take birth as a man or
a cat or a dog or an insect, there is
the father and mother. You will get a
father and mother in any type of birth,
but not guru and Krsna. Therefore
this birth is meant for achieving guru
and Krsna.

SECOND BIRTH

Janmana jayate Siidrah. Even in
human society, every man is born a
Sudra. Samskarad bhaved dvijah. He
requires a second birth, by samskara,
reformation. The spiritual master gives
the second birth, which is spiritual
initiation. For the second birth, the
father is the spiritual master and the
mother is the Vedas. As the first birth is
possible because of the material father
and mother, the second birth, dvija, is
possible because of the spiritual master
(the father) and Vedic knowledge (the
mother).That is possible in the human
form of life.

If you do not take the privilege of
accepting the second father and mother,
then what is the difference between
your birth and the dog’s birth? You
have got this human form of body,
the best body. That is the instruction
of all Vedic literature. But what is this
material civilization? Simply working
like cats and dogs. The same eating,
sleeping, sex intercourse, and defending
as animals.There are so many buildings
in your city, Paris. Where is the culture
to make the human life perfect? You
have got very nice buildings. There is
intelligence. So many nice buildings.
People come to see the buildings.
But that is not all. If you use your
intelligence simply for the material
activities, then you are not intelligent.
You are a fool.

You must make a cultural institution
where people may take education on
how to remember Narayana at the time
of death. That is required. Otherwise
your activities are useless. What is
their value? You waste so much time
to construct a very nice house, but at
the time of death you cannot remember
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What Is the
HareKrsnaViovement?

Founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) carries on a great
ancient tradition rooted in the
Bhagavad-gita, the teachings Lord
Krsna spoke five millenniums

ago. The Gita and the other Vedic
scriptures declare Krsna to be the
original person, God Himself, who
appears periodically in this world
to liberate all living beings.

Only five hundred years ago,
Krsna descended as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach the most
sublime and effective means of
meditation for the present day:
the chanting of the names of God,
especially as found in the Hare
Krsna mantra.

Today members of ISKCON
continue Lord Caitanya’s move-
ment by distributing the teachings
of Lord Krsna and the Hare Krsna
mantra all over the world.

Pronunciation

We spell Sanskrit words and names
by a phonetic system that lets you
know how to say each word. Pro-
nounce short a like the u in but,
long a like the a in far (and held
twice as long as the short a). Pro-
nounce e like the a in evade, long

i like the i in pique. Pronounce the
vowel r like the ri in rim, and ¢ like
the ch in chair. Pronounce conso-
nants like ch, jh, and dh as in
staunch-heart, hedge-hog, and red-
hot. Pronounce § and s like sh.

So for Krsna say KRISHNA, for
Caitanya say CHAITANYA.

Spiritual Names

ISKCON members receive names
of Lord Krsna or His great devo-
tees, combined with Dasa, for men,
or Dasi, for women, both of which
mean “servant.” For instance, the
name Krsna Dasa means “servant
of Krsna.”



Narayana. You remember your very
nice friend—your dog. What is the
value of that?

People do not understand that there
is life after death. Lord Krsna says in
the Bhagavad-gita (2.13):

dehino ‘smin yatha dehe
kaumaram yauvanam jara

tatha dehantara-praptir
dhiras tatra na muhyati

“As the embodied soul continuously
passes, in this body, from boyhood to
youth to old age, the soul similarly
passes into another body at death. A
sober person is not bewildered by such
a change.” It is very simple philoso-
phy. But the rascals will not understand
it. am changing my body. You may say
it is growth, but in any case it has
changed. I had a childhood body; that
body is different from my present body.

It has changed. Therefore I have al-
ready changed my body so many times.
And I will change my body after this
body is no longer useful.

An example is given: I put on this
sweater, but when it is torn, no longer
useful, I give it up.I get another one, a
new one.This body is a dress. Therefore
we do not give so much importance to
the bodily dress. We stress the soul. We
do not make the distinction that “This
is Hindu dress, Muslim dress, Christian
dress, white dress, black dress.” No,
no, we have nothing to do with the
dress. We have to do with the soul
within the dress. He is part and parcel
of Krsna. He has forgotten Krsna.
Therefore he is suffering.

Therefore our movement is meant
to revive Krsna consciousness and go
back home, back to Godhead. This is
the purpose of the Krsna consciousness
movement. Ante narayana-smrtih. It

is a very important movement. Those
who are very intelligent can take to
it. Or you become intelligent or not
intelligent, but know at least that
unless one is pious, he cannot take
to this movement. But somehow or
other, if you take to this movement,
then your valuable life is successful.
Janma-labhah parah pumsam.

Itis not cats’ and dogs’ life. It is the
human form of life. Utilize it prop-
erly. “Properly” means to become
Krsna conscious, not dog conscious,
cat conscious. No. These will not help
you. Krsna conscious. Then you will
be able to remember Krsna at the
time of death and your valuable life
will be properly utilized. Janma-labhah
parah puriisam. You have a very nice,
valuable body, but it will be proper-
ly utilized if you learn how to remem-
ber Narayana at the time of death.

Thank you very much.

VIHE Karttika Semester

OCTOBER 22-NOVEMBER 26, 2004

Study in Sri Vrndavana Dhama at the most auspicious time.

“A person who in the month of Karttika passes the time in studying the holy scriptures burns
away all his sins and attains the pious result of performing ten thousand yajrias. Lord Krsna is
not as pleased with many yajrias, and with charities of many cows, elephants, or other expensive
gifts, as He is with discussion of scripture during the month of Karttika.”

—Sanatana Gosvami, Hari-bhakti-vilasa 16.78-79

TEACHERS AND COURSES:

Anuttama Dasa: VTE Leadership & Management Skills; Hanuman Dasa: ISKCON Com-
munications Course; Grhastha Training; Sita Rama Dasa: VTE Teacher Training Course 1;
Nrsimha Kavaca Dasa: Deity Worship; Braja Bihari Dasa: Mediation and Conflict Resolution;
Public Speaking; Krsna Caitanya Dasa: Vedic Psychology; Bhakti Caitanya Swami: Dasamiila;
Kaunteya Dasa: Vaisnava Counseling and Life Skills; Congregational Development; Dhanaiijaya
Dasa: Srila Prabhupada Katha; Jayadvaita Swami: Editing of the Bhagavad-gita; Yasoda Devi
Dasi: The 7 Laws of the Learner; Nitai Caitanya Devi Dasi: Yoga for Women,; Braja KiSora
Dasa: Yoga for Men; Dr. Liladhara Gupta: Ayurvedic Self-Healing; Saila Vasini Devi Dasi:
Flower Outfits for Krsna;, Hari Venu Dasa: Hindi for Beginners; Advanced Hindi; Sanskrit for

Beginners

To register, and for more information, contact: VIHE, c/o Krishna Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman
Reti, Vrindavan, Mathura Dist., 281124, U.P., India; +91 (0565) 2540238 or 2540228; vihe@pambho.net; www.vihe.org




Glossary

Acarya—a spiritual master who teaches by example.

Balarama—IL ord Krsna’s first expansion, who acts in the
role of Lord Krsna’s elder brother.

Battle of Kurukshetra—an epic battle for rule of the
world, fought five thousand years ago.

Bhagavad-gita—the sacred book in which Lord Krsna
gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and
disciple Arjuna.

Bhakti—devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura—the spiritual mas-
ter of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

Bhakti-yoga—linking with the Supreme Lord through
devotional service.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu—the incarnation of Lord Krsna
who appeared five hundred years ago to teach the
chanting of the names of God as the religion for the
present age.

Dharma—(1) ordained duties or religious principles;

(2) one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.e., devotional
service to the Lord).

Godhead—the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality,
progressively realized first as the impersonal all-
pervasive oneness, more fully as the Supersoul within
the heart of every living being, and ultimately as the
all-opulent Supreme Person.

Gurukula—a school where children learn the philosophy
and practices of Krsna consciousness along with regu-
lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the
guru”).

Hare Krsna—the great mantra Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

ISKCON—the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness.

Japa—individual chanting of names of God, usually
while counting on beads.

Kali-yuga—in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-
mic ages, the present and worst age, the Age of
Quarrel, of which 5,000 of 432,000 years have passed.

Karma—material action; its inevitable reaction; or the
law by which such action and reaction are governed.

Kirtana—congregational singing of names of God,
usually accompanied by cymbals (karatalas) and
drums (mrdangas).

Krsna—the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His
original transcendental form (see “Godhead”).

Mahabharata—the epic history of ancient India, a
history in which the Bhagavad-gita appears as the
most important and well-known text.

Maya—illusion; the energy of the Supreme Lord that
deludes living entities into forgetting their spiritual
nature and forgetting God.

Mayavadi—one who regards th
ultimately impersonal.

Modes of nature—the three qualiticSs¥
and ignorance) that hold sway over &
material world.

Nityananda—the incarnation of Lord Balarama who
appeared with Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Prasadam—vegetarian food that has been prepared for
the Lord and offered to Him with devotion (literally
“mercy”).

Puranas—Vedic histories.

Radharani—Lord Krsna’s consort and pleasure potency.

Rathayatra—*chariot festival”: a festival in which the
form of Krsna is borne in procession on a large
canopy-topped chariot or float, especially the festival
originating in Puri, India, for Jagannatha (Lord Krsna,
“the Lord of the universe”).

Sannyasa—the renounced life of a man who relinquishes
home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.

Sri—an honorific meaning “opulent” (similarly: Srila,
Srimad, Sriman, Srimati).

Srila Prabhupada—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder-acarya of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Srimad-Bhﬁgavatam—the most important of the eight-
een Puranas, which tells of the nature and pastimes
of Lord Krsna and His devotees.

Supersoul—the form of the Lord who resides in every
heart along with the individual soul.

Upanisads—the 108 essential philosophical treatises that
appear within the Vedas.

Varnasrama—the Vedic social system. It organizes so-
ciety into four occupational and four spiritual divi-
sions (varnas and asramas). The members of the four
varnas are the brahmanas (intellectuals and priests),
the ksatriyas (administrators and soldiers), the vaisyas
(farmers and businessmen), and the sudras (laborers
and artisans). The members of the four asramas are
the brahmacaris (celibate students), grhasthas (mar-
ried people), vanaprasthas (retired people), and
sannyasis (renunciants).

Vrndavana—the transcendental abode of Lord Krsna,
mirrored on earth as the town in India where Krsna
appeared five thousand years ago.

Vaisnava—a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the
word Visnu).

Vedas—the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord
Himself at the beginning of creation.

Vedic—pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and
related scriptures guide all aspects of human life.

Visnu—any form of the Personality of Godhead (see
“Godhead”); the forms the Lord manifests to create
and sustain the material world.
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Respect for Those
Who Give the Holy Name

Lord Krsna reveals Himself through His holy names
to chanters who honor and obey His agents.

by Urmila Devi Dasi

This is the fifth in a series of articles
on offenses to be avoided when try-
ing to progress spiritually by chanting
God’s names. This article discusses the
offense of disregarding or disobeying
the guru.

he celestial city Indrapuri is the
T residence of Indra, one of the

devas who manage universal af-
fairs in service to the Supreme Lord,
Krsna. In Indrapuri the scent of smoke
from aguru incense mixes with the
fragrance of flowers that decorate the
parks and the bodies of the residents.
Strings of natural pearls adorn the
buildings, and benches carved from
diamond and coral line the spotless
roadways. Indrapuri is off limits to the
sinful, cunning, lusty, greedy, envious,
violent, or falsely proud.

Indra’s wife, §aci, sits beside him on
his throne, as the dancers and singers
of this material heaven entertain them
with music glorifying Krsna. A white
umbrella that glows like the moon is
Indra’s royal canopy.

Although Indrais a powerful deva,
his enemies, the asuras (demons),
were once able to attack his heavenly
kingdom and injure him and his as-
sociates. Because of disrespecting his
spiritual master, Indra had become
vulnerable.

Once, while enjoying his wealth and
power on his jeweled throne, Indra
saw Brhaspati, his guru, enter the pal-

In December 1970, thousands of
residents of Surat, India, honor
Srila Prabhupada’s disciples as they
take the chanting of Hare Krsna to
the streets of the city.

Yaduvara Dasa
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ace hall. According to etiquette, Indra
should have stood to greet him with a
seat, sweet words, and some refresh-
ment. But because Indra was used to
seeing Brhaspati every day, he ignored
him. Offended, Brhaspati left.

Indra quickly understood his omis-
sion and took to the standard method
of rectification—he went to find his
guru to fall in repentance at his feet.
But Brhaspati, wanting to teach Indra a
lesson,became invisible. Because Indra
lost the blessings of Brhaspati,demonic
forces were able to attack Indrapuri,
wounding Indra and others.

THE NEED FOR
A SPIRITUAL MASTER

Like Indra, every human being
needs the grace of a spiritual master.
‘We may not face enemies like Indra’s,
but we still need protection as we pur-
sue the business of human life: spiritual
advancement. “Demons,” such as our
desires for material things, constantly
seek our destruction.

Those of us who have taken to
Krsna consciousness want to attain
a kingdom far superior to Indrapuri.
We’re aiming for the spiritual world,

the kingdom of God, Krsna. We know
that the pleasure of serving Krsna
there is higher than anything Indra
enjoys. Our plea for entrance into
that service is the mantra Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rama,Hare Rama, Rama Rama,
Hare Hare.

We can know about chanting the
holy names only when we’ve learned
the purpose of life from a bona fide
guru. Human beings are mostly at a
loss to see the purpose in the gigan-
tic creation around them. Using only
observation and experience, people
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The principle of accepting personal guidance in the
mission of life is so important that when Krsna incarnates
He also accepts a guru to set an example.

sometimes reason that an intelligent
being created everything for some
purpose. But the nature of the cre-
ator, the purpose of His creation, and
the means to align with that purpose
escapes them. These things must be
revealed from beyond the creation,
by the creator or His representatives.
Therefore, to understand these things,
everyone needs a guru. All gurus also
have gurus, the ultimate guru being
the Lord Himself. The principle of ac-
cepting personal guidance in the mis-
sion of life is so important that when
Krsna incarnates He also accepts a
guru to set an example.

When we find a genuine guru who
comes in a chain of teachers and dis-
ciples that starts with the Lord Him-
self, we learn that creation is meant
to help fallen souls pursue material
desires and ultimately return to their
original spiritual position. A bona fide
guru also teaches that the principal
means of achieving the ultimate pur-
pose of existence—loving union with
Krsna—is the chanting of His holy
names, especially the maha-mantra:
Hare Krsna,Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

INITIATION AND
SPIRITUAL TRAINING

Even to know about the Lord’s
name requires some touch with a
guru. So unquestionably someone
who decides to dedicate his or her life
to Krsna will need systematic train-
ing by a guru. Just as a young couple
formalize their relationship with mar-
riage, or a student officially enrolls in
a school, a person serious about lov-
ing and surrendering to Krsna makes
a vow of formal commitment. When
we become officially initiated into a
lineage of gurus and disciples, we re-
ceive a firm commitment to our deliv-
erance from the guru who initiates us,
the many previous teachers, and the

Lord Himself. In ordinary life, when
the admissions officer of a school ac-
cepts a student, all the teachers and
staff, up to the chief administrator,
give their implied assurance that
they will do their utmost to ensure
the student’s education and gradua-
tion. Similarly, a faithful disciple in a
transcendent school is sure to achieve
spiritual success. At the time of initia-
tion, the guru “plants the seed of de-
votion” and delivers the holy name by
requesting Krsna to manifest Himself
through the chanting.

Krsna will not manifest through
the chanting if the chanter disrespects
the guru—either the guru from whom
one learned the chanting or the guru
from whom one received formal ini-
tiation into the school of devotional
life. Even in an ordinary school stu-
dents who lack courtesy toward their
teachers may be neglected or even
dismissed. How much is the Lord dis-
pleased when someone disregards a
spiritual master!

The offense to the holy name of
disregarding or disobeying the guru
stems from considering the guru an
ordinary person. Of course, the guru
almost always seems to be like us, ap-
pearing in a physical body made of
the same ingredients as all other hu-
man beings. But the guru is the rep-
resentative of God, is realized in the
science of devotion, and is therefore
extraordinary. Although police offi-
cers are human beings like you and
I, we treat them with the respect due
to the government as a whole because
they represent the government and
know the law. We respect a teacher as
a representative of the school and a
repository of knowledge and experi-
ence that exceeds our own. With such
examples,we can easily understand that
one should treat the guru, as we are
taught, like God; the guru represents
God and is our link to Him.

The scriptures list specific ways by
which disciples must show respect for

14 BACKTO GODHEAD ¢ SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2004

the guru. For example, they should
sprinkle on their head water that has
washed the guru’s feet,and upon see-
ing the guru, they should offer pros-
trated obeisances. They shouldn’t use
the guru’s bed, seat, shoes, or convey-
ances, worship anyone else as guru in
the guru’s presence, or act or speak in
a way that displeases the guru.

One should worship the guru first
and then take permission to worship
Krsna. Therefore, along with the pic-
ture or deity form of Krsna, a disci-
ple keeps a picture of his or her guru.
The incense, flowers, and so forth, are
offered first to the guru and then to
Krsna. Even when chanting the holy
name of Krsna, one keeps the guru
in mind, with gratitude for the gift
of chanting.

The disciple is expected to be not
only respectful but also obedient.The
guru’s instructions—in both letter and
spirit—should be the life and soul of
the disciple. The guru often gives gen-
eral and individual instructions. Some
may apply to all times, places, and cir-
cumstances, such as the instruction to
always remember Krsna and never
forget Him. Some are to be applied in
various ways and degrees, depending
on the situation. And not everything
the guru says is an order; he may also
give guidelines.

The disciple must avoid both ne-
glect of the rules and blind, fanatical
following. The key is to distinguish be-
tween eternal principles and external
details. Krsna therefore says that the
disciple should inquire from the guru
and follow the practical example of
saints, or sadhus.

BEWARE OF CHEATERS

Some people today may feel that
the scriptural rules for respecting one’s
guru are excessive. Yet respect for a
person who represents and speaks for
a greater power is a sign of civiliza-

(please turn to page 57)



SRILAPRABHUPADASPEAKSOUT

“Grains, Fruits, Vegetables, Milk—
Why Should You Kill the Animals?”

Here we continue a conversation between His Divine killed. That is not a very good reason.

Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and the Jesuit Priest: Oh, no. That isn’t the reason. That isn’t the
mother of one of his students, along with a Jesuit priest. reason why we kill it. We kill the animal because we need
It took place in the garden at Bhaktivedanta Manor, near | it for a means of living.

London, England, on July 25, 1973. [please turn to page 57]
Srila Prabhupada: I have to live. We agree that we

have to live by eating another living entity. Jivo
jivasya jivanam. But if I eat this grass, and if I
eat some animal, do you think they are equal?
Jesuit Priest: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: They are equal? Then why
don’t you kill your child—your own child?
Jesuit Priest: Because there’s a ... I mean
... that’s logical. I just tried to show you the
difference between vegetative life, sensitive
life, and rational life.

Disciple: Animals have got rationality.
Jesuit Priest: No, they haven’t.

Disciple: Modern psychologists will

display to you rational life in the

monkeys . ..

Jesuit Priest: No, no.

Disciple: . . . and so many other animals.
Rats.

Jesuit Priest: No.

Disciple: They make rational decisions.
Jesuit Priest: No, they don’t. All I can say is,
this idea that animals have rationality has
not been accepted by many Western philo-
sophers.

Srila Prabhupada: So because some animal
is not very intelligent, you are right to kill?
Jesuit Priest: No, no, no. We’re not talking
about killing. Your disciple’s theme now is
that there’s no difference between us and
the unintelligent dog.

Srila Prabhupada: No, no. But even if the
animal is not intelligent, you cannot kill
him. The fact that your child is also not
intelligent does not mean you can kill
your child.

Jesuit Priest: Oh. But, Master, nobody
would for a second think of killing

an innocent child.

Srila Prabhupada: Still, that is not a
very good reason—that because the
animal is not intelligent, he may be



The Jolly
Swami

A friend, dear to many, leaves a legacy
of humor, grace, and spiritual insight.

by Adbhuta Hari Dasa
and Kalakantha Dasa

hen His Holiness Sridhara Swami left this world
on March 14, 2004, it was on his terms—in holy
c ‘ Mayapur, surrounded by loving Vaisnavas, and
just after he’d helped install Sri Pafca-tattva with
his dearest godbrothers and friends. He had been
terminally ill for years with Hepatitis C, so his
departure surprised no one. The memory
of his spiritual strength—conspicu-
ous in his endless good humor
and unfazed by his deterio-
rating body—continues to
inspire and fascinate those
of us who knew him as
we await our appoint-
ment with the pyre.
The Bhagavad-gita
describes a fully God-
conscious death as
the highest hu-
man achievement.
How did this ro-
bust, ebullient, so-
ciable Western
born world trav-
eler achieve a
state of enlight-
enment more
commonly as-
sociated with
thin, reclusive
yogis medi-
tating in a re-
mote Himalayan cave? In
Sridhara Swami’s life, Sri-
la Prabhupada’s sparked a
thirty-five-year spiritual
journey that began far
from its ending point
in holy India.
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Sridhara Swami described himself
as a shy person before coming to Krsna
consciousness. Born John Colcleugh in
1948 in Vancouver, Canada, his quest
for spiritual understanding led him,
in 1969, from engineering school to a
Sunday feast at the Frederick Street
San Francisco Krsna temple. The first
person he met at the door was a kind
and energetic devotee named Jayanan-
da Dasa. Since it was early in the day,
Jayananda invited his young guest to
vacuum the rug and help in the kitch-
en. By the end of the evening, John
was ready for more. He moved in to
the San Francisco ashram to begin his
study of Srila Prabhupada’s Bhaga-
vad-gita As It Is. Later, he transferred
to the fledgling Krsna center in his
native Vancouver.

In 1970 he returned to San Fran-
cisco for the Rathayatra festival and
met Srila Prabhupada for the first time.
John was deeply impressed and, hav-
ing completed the required training,
was initiated by Srila Prabhupada as
Sridhara Dasa Brahmacari. He re-
ceived more training in cooking, de-
ity worship, and book sales. At one
point he led a large group of devotees
distributing Back to Godhead maga-
zines to people leaving the popu-
lar musical Hair. It was hard for the
early-rising devotees to be out so late,
but they were happy to find that peo-
ple were receptive to their message,

Previous spread:
With Lord Nrsirmha
at ISKCON
Mayapur. On a
morning walk with
Srila Prabhupada
(top) on Juhu
Beach, Mumbai.
Top right: receiving
a Salagrama-§ila

(a form of Krsna)
during a visit to a
South Indian temple.
At right: passing out
copies of Bhagavad-
gita AsItIsina
prison.
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having just seen Hare Krsna chant-
ed onstage.

Sridhara Swami remembered, “We
devotees were very close to each oth-
er in certain ways, maybe not mature-
ly, but in the sincerity of desperation.
We were trying to rush out of the ma-
terial world. We had no idea of life-
long devotional service.”

Sridhara found he had a strong taste
for distributing books, so he joined
one of ISKCONs first traveling par-
ties. In Reno, Nevada, he set a record
by selling four hundred BTGs in a
day.Later he helped open ISKCON’s
first center in the conservative town
of Salt Lake City.

“It was very enlivening and inspir-
ing yet difficult” he said of the experi-
ence. “It was an austerity. You’re ap-
proaching people who think you’re
weird. You don’t know the philoso-
phy that well. Every day you go out
in any kind of inclement weather, any
environment. It was a hard struggle,
but I did well.”

FEELING
AT HOME IN INDIA

Sridhara and Buddhimanta, anoth-
er successful young distributor, were
sent to London to train others. After
some time Sridhara, reasoning he was
already halfway there, took an op-
portunity to visit India. On arriving
in Delhi, he found the atmosphere
strikingly familiar.

“It was deja vu,” he said. “I felt at
home.” He served in ISKCON’s emer-
ging centers in holy Mayapur and Vrn-
davana before again joining a travel-
ing party. He and his comrades, headed
by Tamal Krsna Goswami, conducted
Vaisnava revival programs throughout
the country, performing devotional bha-
janas (hymns) and speaking to thou-
sands in colorful pandal tents.

By this time, Sridhara Dasa Brah-
macari knew what he wanted to do
with his life: serve Srila Prabhupa-
da and, specifically, teach Krsna con-
sciousness all over the world. However,

g

in those early days before ISKCON
grew widely popular in India, the two
goals were not always compatible.

When his traveling party reached
Bombay, the young temple was in a
critical situation. Srila Prabhupada
had bought a large tract of land near
Juhu Beach, but now the seller, having
taken ISKCON’s deposit, was trying
to renege on the contract. The devo-
tees had built a temporary temple on
the mostly undeveloped land, but the
seller, well-connected politically, had
influenced municipal authorities to
demolish the structure. Conservative
Hindus were outraged.

Srila Prabhupada needed capable
devotees to stay on the land, rebuild
the temporary temple, and battle the
deceptive seller in the media and courts.
He asked Tamal Krsna Goswami, ISK-
CON’’s governing body representative
for India, to ask the traveling party
to redirect their efforts to Bombay.
They agreed, leaving the excitement
of the road to share a hut on the raw
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Juhu land with a tribe of rats, each
“big enough to scare any cat.” Pover-
ty, mosquitoes, and snakes were con-
stant obstacles.

In the emergency, Srila Prabhupada
put the preacher Sridhara in charge of
construction material. Sridhara, taking
inspiration from young Giriraja Dasa,
the temple president, faithfully and
obediently carried out Srila Prabh-
upada’s instructions. Through the aus-
terity of his daily life, he worked hard
to please Srila Prabhupada, for that
was his only ambition. Later, Sridhara

Swami said that Bombay taught him
discipline and service as the means
to attain happiness and to progress
in devotional service.

“Disciple,” he would often say,
“means discipline.”

BECOMING A SWAMI

When Sridhara Dasa Brahmacari
would enter Srila Prabhupada’s room,
Prabhupada would sometimes joking-
ly say, “Here is our Sridhara Swami.”
(Sridhara Swami is the name of a great
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acarya in our line.) When Sridhara
asked Srila Prabhupada if he could
take sannyasa, Prabhupada agreed
and asked him when he would like
to have the ceremony.

Sridhara replied, “Subhasya Sigh-

2

ram,” which means that auspicious
things should be done at once.

By this time, Sridhara had no inter-
est in family life. Externally he was a
jolly, friendly person, but internally he
was unemotional about the material
world, seeing in it nothing of value
for him. India had helped solidify his
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Serving
prasadam
(left) as part
of ISKCON’s
free-food
distribution
program.
Below: chant-
ing before

a discourse
at a festival.
Bottom:
working at
his computer
somewhere
during his
worldwide
travels.

development and maturity in Krsna
consciousness.

“It was very sobering,” he later said,
“seeing the miserable condition of the
material world and the last vestiges
of an ancient spiritual culture. India
gave me a broad understanding of the
tradition and potential of what I was
receiving from Srila Prabhupada.”

Thus,in Vrndavana, 1975, Sridhara
Dasa Brahmacari became Sridhara
Swami, accepting vows of celibacy and
renunciation that he honored the rest
of his life.

After taking sannydsa, Sridhara
Swami felt uncomfortable receiving
the traditional honor afforded to san-
nyasis in India. He returned to Bombay
and joked with his colleagues,“Where
is my maha-prasadam? Where is my
maha-prasadam?”—referring to spe-
cial meals traditionally offered to hon-
ored guests.

Sridhara Swami thought himself du-
ty bound to return to the West and
spread Krsna consciousness, but Srila
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Prabhupada asked him to stay and help
set up ISKCON in India. At that time
manpower was scarce; ISKCON had
few Indian-born members, and sick-
ness and immigration made staying
in India difficult for Westerners. Srila
Prabhupada deputed Sridhara Swami
to organize temples in Calcutta and,
later, Hyderabad, a service he contin-
ued until Srila Prabhupada left this
world in 1977.

BACK TO JUHU

Sridhara Swami was in Germany
buying a van for the Hyderabad temple
when he heard of Srila Prabhupada’s
departure. He felt, he said, “like a bird
flying in the sky who is stunned by the
sound of Krsna’s flute and just falls to
the ground.” He was crushed at the
thought of living without the company
of his beloved spiritual master, whom
he had seen regularly through his years
of service in India.

Meanwhile, in Bombay, Giriraja
Dasa [now Giriraja Swami], under
Srila Prabhupada’s direction, had led
a successful fight to secure ISKCON'’s
Juhu land and build a breathtaking
temple. Srila Prabhupada departed just
two months before the grand opening.

Again, help was needed, so Sridhara
Swami was asked to return to help lead
and develop the new Radha-Rasabihari
Temple in Juhu. He worked diligently
there over the next twenty-six years,
serving twice as temple president,and
helping ISKCON Juhu become one
of India’s most famous and success-
ful temples.

During his years in Juhu, Sridhara
Swami enrolled and cultivated long-
term relationships with ISKCON life
members. The members loved him and

A reveler at
the Polish
Woodstock
festival
(right) gets

a smile

from the
jolly swami.
Below:
offering
respects

to sacred
Govardhana
Hill. Far right:
at home in
Hare Krishna
Land,
Mumbai.
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were impressed with his knowledge of
Vaisnavism, especially when he spoke
in Hindi. Out of deep affection for him
and appreciating his friendly, outgoing
nature, two members, M. P. Maheswari
and Brijratan Mohatta,nicknamed him
“the jolly swami.”

While enrolling members, Sri-
dhara Swami met many aristocratic
industrialists who had little interest
in spiritual life. As a renunciant his
needs were few, but he was enthusias-
tic to engage others in giving money



for Krsna’s service. Such giving helps
implant spiritual life in the donors and
bring them towards Krsna. Sridhara
Swami compared himself to one of
Lord Rama’s monkeys who helped
bring Sita (who is Laksmi, the goddess
of wealth) back from the demoniac
Ravana. He liked Canakya Pandita’s
assertion that “one should not be shy
about money or prasadam.”

THE JOLLY INMATE

At Juhuin the late seventies a thief
was caught stealing and, in the alterca-
tion that followed, struck dead by a
hired temple guard. The police arrested
six temple leaders, including Sridhara
Swami, and held them in the hellish
Bombay municipal jail for two weeks.
During the ordeal Sridhara Swami

was a source of strength for all. He
spoke enthusiastically about Krsna
consciousness to the other inmates and
helped the devotees pass the days by
holding an imaginary Rathayatra festi-
val, passing around an imaginary ghee
lamp, and preparing massive imaginary
feasts. The inmates were charmed. By
the time the devotees were released,
one inmate, a taxi driver, enrolled with
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Sridhara Swami’s personality shines (left) as he speaks about Krsna consciousness. Above: near the Kremlin, Moscow.

Sridhara Swami as an ISKCON life
member.

During his decades of service in
Juhu, Sridhara Swami developed a deep
love for the deities Radha-Rasabihari.
Recalling that Srila Prabhupada car-
ried Their photo wherever he went,
he did the same.

Paraphrasing a statement of Pra-
bhupada’s, in his jovial way he would
reflect, “Bombay was Srila Prabhupa-
da’s office, Mayapur his place of wor-
ship,and Vrndavana his home. For me,
Bombay is everything.”

INNOVATIVE
FUNDRAISER

Although he performed many ser-
vices in Bombay, Sridhara Swami’s most
innovative contribution was the estab-
lishment of BHISMA (Bhaktivedanta
Information Service and Management).
In the early "90’s,when the technology
was just becoming available and was
still unheard of in ISKCON and in
India, Sridhara Swami set up a direct-
mail fundraising program in Juhu. His
investment in the program was met
with much skepticism but proved to
be highly successful. He went on to

extensively study professional fundrais-
ing and non-profit management. He
spent years traveling throughout the
ISKCON world introducing principles
and practices he’d learned.

Last year, he founded VAST (Ve-
dic Academy for Spiritual Technol-
ogy),whose members are academically
trained devotees. The aim of VAST is
to bring the message of Bhagavad-gita
to business people in language and
formats that appeal to them.

In recognition of his devotion and
expertise, ISKCON’s Governing Body
Commission (GBC) appointed Sri-
dhara Swami the GBC minister of
membership and minister of fund-
raising. He served in those posts for
nearly a decade until ill health forced
his retirement. During his time as a
GBC member, he expanded his port-
folio to include shared responsibili-
ty for overseeing ISKCON’s temples
in Mumbai and the New York City
area. Devotees in New York remem-
ber him for tackling the demanding
and thankless task of cleaning up the
large festival area each year after
the New York Rathayatra. At the
end of the long festival day he would
jump to the stage and, with buoyant

enthusiasm and good humor, attract
and exhort all sorts of volunteers to
complete the difficult job. He would
perform this duty each year despite
struggling with his steadily worsening
liver disease.

THE SILVER JUBILEE

Nothing symbolizes Sridhara Swa-
mi’s courage, devotion, and kindness
more clearly than his role in the Silver
Jubilee celebration at the Juhu temple
in January of 2003. He hatched a plan
to gather the Juhu pioneers from all
over the world for the event. For sev-
eral days the magnificent temple was
filled with astonishing, emotional, and
humorous accounts of the struggles
surrounding its birth. Sridhara Swami,
who was quite ill, rose from his hospital
bed to lead the event. For days he en-
thralled the large audience by serving
generous portions of long overdue
appreciation and recognition for the
sacrifices of the assembled ISKCON
Bombay pioneers.

Such was Sridhara Swami’s ma-
ture realization—a hope that ISK-
CON could continue to evolve from
its early struggles into a friendlier,
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This excerpt from Diary of a Trav-
eling Preacher, by Indradyumna
Swami, begins outside the Calcutta
airport. Indradyumna Swami is
helping Sridhara Swami (referred
to here as “Maharaja”) make his
final journey to Mayapur.

MAHARAIJA’S DISCIPLE
Mayapur Dasa was waiting out-
side for us and helped Maharaja
to the van that was waiting. We
put Maharaja inside and laid him
down on a mattress that had been
provided for the four-hour jour-
ney to Mayapur.

On the way, Maharaja spoke
with affection about his disciples.
In particular, he reminisced about
the service of Mayapur Dasa, his
first disciple. It was nectar to hear
his reminiscences, but painful as
well, for there would not be many
more in this lifetime.

We were so absorbed in the
discussion that at first we didn’t
hear the big kirtana on the road
leading up to our property in
Mayapur. I was the first to hear
it, and when I looked out the
window, I was stunned. The entire
GBC body had come to greet
Maharaja, as well as many san-
nyasis and other senior devotees.
Hundreds of other devotees had
assembled as well. Everyone was

chanting and dancing to a blissful
kirtana led by Danavir Goswami.

“Mabharaja,” I said, “the devo-
tees have come to receive you.
Look.”

We lifted Maharaja a bit so he
could see outside the front win-
dow, and when he saw the kirtana
party, tears started rolling down
his cheeks and he couldn’t speak.
Then slowly, he recovered his
voice. “How I love my Godbroth-
ers!” he said.

Because of the mass of devotees
converging on our van, we had
to slow down. As we inched our
way along, many senior devotees
came to the side window of the
van to greet Maharaja and pay
their respects. It was a touching
sight to see the love expressed
between Maharaja and these men.
He had served alongside many of
them through the years, and it was
obvious that the camaraderie they
had developed in service to guru
and Gauranga [Lord Caitanya] ran
deep.

We finally drove through the
big gates and then up close to the
temple of Sri Sri Radha-Madhava.
By that time, news of Maharaja’s
arrival had spread and an even
bigger crowd—over a thousand
devotees—had assembled.

“A hero’s welcome,” I thought,

“and well deserved.”

I helped Maharaja out of the
van and began helping him towards
the temple to take darsana of the
deities. But at one point he pushed
me away, as if disturbed that he
even needed help. I didn’t take
offense but rather thought of him
as an old soldier, distraught by the
fact he needed help. Maharaja had
been an active preacher throughout
most of his life. He once told me
that he would prefer to go down
fighting than to die lying in bed
with a prolonged illness. A noble
sentiment for any preacher, but
after a few steps Maharaja began
to falter, and I had to catch him to
help him along again.

We entered the temple. Maha-
raja stood before Sri Sri Radha-
Madhava and the eight gopis, his
eyes focused on their divine forms.
He then surprised everyone by
raising his arms and dancing a little.
Ever intent on learning the art of
dying, I watched him intently.

Afterwards several of us helped
Maharaja to his room. Many devo-
tees accompanied us, and the room
soon filled with devotees wanting
to see him. Despite his condition,
he was the perfect host, receiving
their blessings, words of apprecia-
tion, and encouragement.

But soon it became obvious
that the long journey from Van-
couver and the darsana were taking
their toll on Maharaja. His abdo-
men appeared alarmingly swollen
with liquid. A doctor was called,
and those who were allowed to re-
main in the room were very sober
as Maharaja lay there with his eyes
closed and the doctor checked his
stomach with a stethoscope.

Suddenly Maharaja opened his
eyes.

“It’s a boy, Doc,” he said.

The room exploded in laughter.
He was still the jolly swami.

From Diary of a Traveling Preach-
er, Volume 5, Chapter 16. (To read
the full chapter, go to www.krishna.
com/385.)




kinder, and gentler institution. Beyond
the book distribution, fundraising, and
management of his earlier years, he
said he considered his primary duty to
help ISKCON make and keep Krsna
conscious people.

“Losing devotees,” he said, “is our
real failure.”

He was particularly sensitive to the
needs of ISKCON youth and helped
inspire the founding of Children of
Krishna in 1996.

The international ISKCON com-
munity felt Sridhara Swami’s love and
loved him in return. He felt that the
devotees’ prayers had allowed him an
“extension of visa”—several years of
active service even after his doctors,
in 2000, predicted he would be dead
in six months. Strengthened by his
many well-wishers, he envisioned a
Web site through which devotees in
difficulty could ask for the blessings
of Vaisnavas around the world.

Surely something helped Sridhara
Swami survive, as he was less than an
ideal patient. Despite the efforts of his
loving disciples to get him to follow
his doctor’s prescribed diet, he would
sometimes break it.

Quoting Srila Prabhupada, he
would say,“To hell with the starvation
committee.” He reasoned, “If I eat I'll
die, or if I fast I'll die, so I might as
well die eating prasadam.”

As a further risk, rather than retir-
ing to Vrndavana to die he continued
traveling and teaching Krsna conscious-
ness. Wherever he went, his presence
was poignant and uplifting.

He liked the positive spirit and
would say,“There is no utility in nega-
tivity. Pain is inevitable; suffering is
an option.”

“Pain will be there,” he once de-
clared, “but for me it’s an educa-
tion.”

DEDICATED
To MAYAPUR

Through his final years Sridhara
Swami’s great passion remained to
see the development of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s grand Mayapur project. He con-
stantly sought to inspire devotees to
work cooperatively to build the his-
toric temple, which he knew he would
not live to see. In 2003 he organized
meetings between project chairman

Ambarisa Dasa and leading ISKCON
life members in Bombay. He gave his
disciples names related to Mayapur.
And he constantly prayed to his private
deities (Ugra Narasimha salagramas)
to tear apart his obstacles so he could
dedicate himself uninterruptedly to
building Mayapur.

Naturally it was to
Mayapur that Sridhara
Swami turned as his
death became imminent.
InJanuary of 2004 he was
diagnosed with inoperable
liver cancer. After the fail-
ure of a last-ditch effort to
obtain a liver transplant,
he flew,in great pain, from
Canada to Mayapur. His
elderly mother admon-
ished him that he seemed
“too cheerful for someone
who is about to die.” His
two brothers accompa-
nied him and some close
disciples and Godbrothers
on his final journey.

Sridhara Swami prayed
intently tolive long enough
to attend the historic in-
stallation of the Pafica-
tattva deities in Mayapur
in February. The trip to
Mayapur was arduous and
his pain intense, but he
survived with help from
his friend Indradyumna
Swami (See the sidebar
“A Hero’s Welcome”). As
Sridhara Swami finally ap-
proached Mayapur, lying in the back of
avan, he heard a thunderous kirtana.
Hundreds of devotees had gathered
to welcome him.

As it turned out, the jolly swami
survived those last few days. On the
day of the Pafica-tattva installation, he
again pulled himself from his sickbed
and climbed the scaffolding behind
the huge deities. With five thousand
devotees chanting and cheering up-
roariously, Sridhara Swami poured the
ceremonial liquids over the sacred
form of Lord Nityananda.

Days later, on the auspicious day
of Srivasa Pandita’s appearance, Sri-
dhara Swami peacefully passed away.
He left this world as he had lived in it,
fixed in devotion to Lord Krsna, who
says in the Bhagavad-gita, “One who

is thus transcendentally situated at
once realizes the supreme Brahman
and becomes fully joyful. He never
laments or desires to have anything.
He is equally disposed to every living
entity. In that state he attains pure
devotional service unto Me.” &

ese(] BL[%;)UIV

Shortly before his passing, Sridhara Swami
bathes Lord Nityananda during the Parica-
tattva installation in Mayapur.

Adbhuta Hari Dasa, frqm Croatia, is a
disciple of His Holiness Sridhara Swami
and served as his personal assistant.

Kalakantha Dasa, BTG associate edi-
tor and author of The Song Divine,

writes and raises a family in Alachua,
Florida.

Much of the information in this arti-
cle came from an interview with Sri-
dhara Swami conducted by Arya Devi
Dasi for the ISKCON Oral History
Project at the Oxford Centre for Hindu
Studies.

For more stories and photos,
please visit www.krishna.com/385.
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Srila Prabhupada and th

When meeting with followers of the Bible, Prabhupada would invariably urge them to
by Satyaraja Dasa

t a recent interreligious confer-
Aence, I'happened to mention that

we devotees of Krsna are vegetar-
ian,and in the midst of the discussion,
Ireferred to the Sixth Commandment:
“Thou shalt not kill.” A prominent
Christian scholar, who was part of the
discussion, asked what the command-
ment had to do with vegetarianism.

“It has everything to do with it!” I
responded. “If you eat meat, you ei-
ther directly or indirectly kill animals,
and killing is what the commandment
expressly forbids, isn’t it?”

Well, my Christian friend sharply
disagreed. He said that the command-
ment applied only to human beings.
Though he insisted that this was so, he
was at a loss for words when I asked
him to explain his rationale in this re-
gard. And that got me thinking . ..

Srila Prabhupada says:

But when you’re actually on the plat-
form of love of God, you understand
your relationship with God: “I am
part and parcel of God—and this
dog is also part and parcel of God.
And so is every other living enti-
ty.” Then you’ll extend your love
to the animals also. If you actually
love God, then your love for in-
sects is also there, because you un-
derstand, “This insect has got a dif-
ferent kind of body, but he is also
part and parcel of God—he is my
brother.” Samah sarvesu bhiitesu: you
look upon all living beings equally.
Then you cannot maintain slaugh-
terhouses. If you maintain slaugh-
terhouses and disobey the order of
Christ in the Bible—“Thou shall
not kill’—and you proclaim your-

Srila Prabhupada discusses
Christianity and meat-eating
with Cardinal Jean Danielou at
the Paris ISKCON center.
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e Sixth Commandment

stop the killing of animals.




self a Christian, your so-called re-
ligion is simply a waste of time . ..
because you have no love for God.

Prabhupada frequently uses the
“Thou shalt not kill” motif in his pre-
sentation of Krsna consciousness. It
is one of the most persistently recur-
ring themes in his books, and the at-
tentive reader can find reference to
it in nearly every one of them.* His
insistence on its importance is clear
not only from the number of times he
refers to it, but from the force and in-
tensity with which he does so. Some
examples:

Itis not that national leaders should
be concerned only with human be-
ings. The definition of native is “one
who takes birth in a particular na-
tion.” So, the cow is also a native.
Then why should the cow be slaugh-
tered? The cow is giving milk and
the bullis working for you, and then
you slaughter them? What is this
philosophy? In the Christian reli-
gion it is clearly stated, “Thou shalt
not kill.” Yet most of the slaughter-
houses are in the Christian countries.
(From The Quest for Enlightenment,
“The Mercy of Lord Caitanya”)

They should have been ashamed:
“Lord Jesus Christ suffered for
us, but we are continuing the sin-
ful activities.” He told everyone,
“Thou shalt not kill,” but they are
indulging in killing, thinking, “Lord
Jesus Christ will excuse us and
take all the sinful reactions.” This
is going on. (From Perfect Ques-
tions, Perfect Answers, Chapter 6)

As far as the Christian religion is
concerned, ample opportunity is
given to understand God, but no
one is taking it. For example, the
Bible contains the commandment

*] found references and explanations
for “Thou shalt not kill” in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam;the Caitanya-caritamrta; Per-
fect Questions, Perfect Answers; The Science
of Self-Realization; Life Comes From Life;
Matchless Gifts; The Journey of Self-
Discovery; The Quest for Enlightenment,
Dialectical Spiritualism; and in countless
lectures and Back to Godhead magazine
articles. His other works, while not ad-
dressing the biblical command directly,
certainly deal with related issues, and the
commandment’s essence is not far in the
background.

The Commandment and Diet

SEVERAL STUDIES discuss the
significance of “Thou shalt not
kill” from a vegetarian point
of view. The most noted work
from this perspective would
be Aaron Frankel’s “Thou
Shalt Not Kill”—The Torah
of Vegetarianism, published

in the year of Prabhupada’s
birth (1896). Since then, only a
handful of outspoken vegetar-
ian advocates have explained
the commandment in terms

of their dietary preference. In
1903, J. Todd Ferrier, a found-

ing father of the Order of the
Cross, released a little book
called Concerning Human
Carnivorism, later reprinted
in 1968 as On Behalf of the
Creatures. Some years later,
The Reverend V. A. Holmes-
Gore wrote a similar volume
entitled These We Have Not
Loved, which was followed

by Geoffrey L. Rudd’s Why
Kill for Food? Such books are
few and far between, but they
do allow us to see the Sixth
Commandment from a broader
perspective.

“Thou shall not kill,” but Christians
have built the world’s best slaughter-
houses. How can they become God
conscious if they disobey the com-
mandments of Lord Jesus Christ?
And this is going on not just in the
Christian religion, but in every re-
ligion. The title “Hindu,” “Muslim,”
or “Christian” is simply a rubber
stamp. None of them knows who
God is and how to love Him. (From
The Science of Self-Realization,
“What Is Krsna Consciousness?”)

Jesus Christ taught,“Thou shalt not
kill.” But his followers have now
decided, “Let us kill anyway,” and
they open big, modern, scientific
slaughterhouses. “If there is any
sin, Christ will suffer for us.” This
is a most abominable conclusion.
(From The Science of Self-Realiza-
tion, “Jesus Christ Was a Guru”)

If we look at all of Prabhupada’s
proclamations on the subject, the ones
that stand out are found in his conver-
sations with two Christian clerics of
some renown: Cardinal Jean Danielou,
from Paris, and Father Emmanuel
Jungclaussen, a Benedictine monk
from West Germany. While there is
hardly enough space to reproduce
these classic talks here, the reader is
advised to look through Prabhupada’s
book The Science of Self-Realization,
where both interviews are reproduced.
Briefly, Prabhupada’s main argument
is that the commandment should be
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taken at face value—it is wrong to
kill, plain and simple.

BIBLICAL
ALLOWANCES
FOR KILLING

But, those familiar with the Bible
might ask, what about self-defense and
capital punishment? Or when Kkilling
occurs by accident? The Bible makes
allowances for these things and thus
excludes them from the demands of
this commandment. According to the
Bible, enemies of Israel can also be
killed. So where do we draw the line?
If the command does not even include
all humans, what hope is there to in-
clude animals in its scope?

Given the culture and context in
which the commandment was revealed,
in all probability it originally meant,
“You shall not kill unnecessarily,” for,
as noted, the Bible clearly permits cer-
tain forms of killing. And it probably
focused on human concerns rather
than those of animals. However, given
the ideals of peace and compassion
espoused by the Judeo-Christian tra-
dition, it would be natural to extend
this command to include the lesser
creatures, for modern science—espe-
cially the nutritional sciences—indeed
teaches that we don’t have to kill ani-
mals, even for food.Such foods are no
longer deemed necessary for humans
to maintain proper health.



If the commandment doesn’t specify whether
it is referring to both humans and animals or merely
to bumans, then why should we interpret it?

Mark Mathew Braunstein, a scholar
of some renown, is among those who
see in the command a clear ordinance
against harming any living beings. He
writes, “Moses the messenger brought
down the decree “Thou shalt not kill.’
Period. While coveting refers specifical-
ly to a neighbor’s spouse, or honoring
to one’s parents, prohibition against
killing is not specific: it says simply
and purely not to kill.”

This is an important point—the
other commandments tell us exactly
who falls within their jurisdiction, or
who might be deemed their benefi-
ciaries. But here we are simply told
not to kill, without any such qualify-
ing considerations.

This, too,is Prabhupada’s argument:
If the commandment doesn’t specify
whether it is referring to both humans
and animals or merely to humans, then
why should we interpret it? Why not
just understand it in its most simple
and direct way? But people do insist
on interpreting, and for this reason
we will look at the words in question
to see if we can find some reasonable
resolution to the dilemma.

A CLOSER LOOK
AT THE
COMMANDMENT

Ifwe are tounderstand Prabhupada’s
insistence on “Thou shalt not kill” as
a basis for universal compassion and
vegetarianism, it is imperative to look
at the Sixth Commandment (Exodus
20.13) more closely.

According to Reuben Alcalay, one of
the twentieth century’s great linguistic
scholars and author of The Complete
Hebrew-English Dictionary,the com-
mandment refers to “any kind of kill-
ing whatsoever.” The original Hebrew,
he says,is Lo tirtzakh,which asks us to
refrain from killing in toto. If what he
says is true, we can analyze the com-
mandment as follows: “Thou shalt not”

needs no interpretation. The contro-
versial word is “kill,” commonly de-
fined as (1) to deprive of life; (2) to
put an end to; (3) to destroy the vi-
tal or essential quality of. If anything
that has life can be killed, an animal
can be killed as well; according to
this commandment, then, the killing
of animals is forbidden.

The problem is that not all manu-
scripts of the Bible are the same. Of the
numerous references to this same com-
mand in the Old and New Testaments,
some of them are nuanced in slightly
different ways. Modern scholarship now
leans toward “Thou shalt not murder”
as opposed to “Thou shalt not kill.”
How do scholars come to this conclu-
sion,and what really is the distinction
between the two?

First, let us examine what the Bible
actually says. The Hebrew word for
“murder” is ratzakh, whereas the
word for “kill” is haroq. The com-
mandment, in the original Hebrew,
indeed states:“ Lo tirtzakh” (a form of
ratzakh), not “Lo taharoq.” In other
words, it is “Thou shalt not murder,”
as opposed to “Thou shalt not kill.”
Why, then, does Reuben Alcalay say
that tirtzakh refers to “any kind of
killing whatsoever”?

THE WORDS “KILL”
AND “MURDER”
IN BIBLICAL TRADITION

The difference between these two
words—“kill” and “murder”—has
more to do with modern usage than
original texts: the demarcation be-
tween these words may have been
different in biblical times. Indeed,
the Bible appears conflicted in this
regard, as do Bible translators. The
HarperCollins Study Bible, which is
the New Revised Standard Version and
the rendition used by the Society of
Biblical Literature,interprets the com-
mandment as “Thou shalt not murder,”

but it then includes a footnote saying
“or kill.” The New Oxford Annotated
Bible does the same.

The King James Version of the
Bible, and others too numerous to
mention here, translate the verse as
“Thou shalt not kill,” while others
keep going back and forth, changing
from “kill” to “murder” and, every
few years, back again.

Perhaps the most important version
to use the word “kill” instead of “mur-
der”is The Holy Bible: From Ancient
Eastern Manuscripts. This work is based
on the earliest editions of the text,
making use of rare Aramaic fragments.
Here we find that the Exodus verse is
unequivocally rendered as “Thou shalt
not kill,” though a lengthy Introduction
explains why well-meaning translators
might choose otherwise.

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin writes about
one of the many dangers of interpret-
ing the word as “kill”:

If the commandment had read “You
shall not kill,” it would have sug-
gested that all killing is illegal, in-
cluding that in self-defense. Indeed,
certain religious groups such as the
Jehovah’s Witnesses take this posi-
tion, and insist that their members
refuse army service (during World
War II in Germany Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses refused to fight for the Nazis
while their American co-religion-
ists refused to fight against them).

These are very real concerns for bib-
lical translators and commentators, and
while they may have diverse opinions
on whether to use “kill” or “murder”
while addressing any number of com-
plexissues, one thing is certain: In cur-
rent usage, the two words carry differ-
ent meanings. According to Webster’s
New Universal Unabridged Dictionary,
“killing” is straightforward, and its
definition is given above. But “mur-
der” is more complicated. Webster

(please turn to page 56)
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SRILA
PRABHUPADA

ANNIVERSARY

CELEBRATIONS

by Lokanath Swami

he year beginning on
Prabhupada’s Vyasa
Paja this September and

ending with his Vyasa Paja in 2005
marks the 108th anniversary of
his birth. While everyone honors
100th anniversaries, Vaisnavas
place great significance on the
108th anniversary, because 108 is
a special number. Krsna enjoys
with 108 principal gopis (cowherd
girls), there are 108 Upanisads,
and a round of japa on beads is
108 Hare Krsna mantras. [SKCON
has created a special opportunity
to glorify Srila Prabhupada on his
108th birthday and throughout
the year afterwards. ISKCON’s
governing body commissioners

in their annual meeting this year
passed the following resolution.

WHEREAS:

The 108th anniversary of Srila
Prabhupada’s appearance can bring
special inspiration to the devotee
community by glorifying Srila
Prabhupada,

WHEREAS:

H.H. Lokanath Swami was
successful in performing the service
of Srila Prabhupada Centennial
Global Minister,

RESOLVED:

ISKCON will make the celebration
of Srila Prabhupada’s 108th
appearance anniversary year a

SRILA PRABHUP
A Special Year Begins

highlight of its activities until Vyasa
Paja 2005. H.H. Lokanath Swami
will take up the service of global
coordinator for this project.

In 1996 ISKCON celebrated

Srila Prabhupada’s Centennial.
Participation in events far exceeded
expectations. Throughout the
Centennial year, followers of Srila
Prabhupada made extraordinary
efforts to spread his glories
worldwide by inundating their
countries, states, and cities with

the holy name of Krsna, Krsna
prasadam, and Prabhupada’s
books. Temples worldwide joined
in celebrating many spectacular
special events. Streets were named
in Prabhupada’s honor, and several
biographies about him were
published. There were also many
wonderful special achievements
and offerings by individuals and
groups. But why was the Centen-
nial so successful? We could only
conclude that it was because Krsna
wanted to glorify Srila Prabhupada.
Krsna wanted to show the world

that He is known as bhaktanama
mana vardhanah, “He who
enhances the reputation of His
devotees.”

Srila Prabhupada’s teachings,
which continue to be felt through-
out all parts of ISKCON, are
the universal inspiration for the
108 celebration. All initiated
devotees and all followers of Srila
Prabhupada have a high level
of awareness, appreciation, and
remembrance of him. They feel
connected with him as their Siksa
guru, accepting as essential the
teachings he gave in his books.
Inspired by his powerful presence,
they follow his instructions in their
own lives and are able to bring
others to follow them too.

The celebration of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s 108th anniversary will
focus on a series of public events.
Most of the international events
that were so successful in 1996
will be held again. The events
will bring about a heightened
appreciation for Srila Prabhupada
and his movement in the public

MAY HIS FAME SPR



ELEBRATION

and increase ISKCON’s members’
awareness of being part of a united
worldwide movement.

The 108 Celebration is not
limited to events. The spirit of
the Celebration is to encourage
each ISKCON devotee, member,
and follower to make at least
one personal offering to Srila
Prabhupada during the year, in one
or more of the following areas:

1. Help spread Srila Prabhu-
pada’s mission by expanding the
congregation, distributing books,
and chanting the holy name,
especially at 108 events.

2. Dedicate oneself to glorifying
Srila Prabhupada by a personally
meaningful special achievement
during the 108 year.

3. Build personal internal
strength by a commitment to
improve both personal spiritual
standards and practices and those
of your community.

The 108 Celebration is a great
time to introduce the whole world
to Srila Prabhupada and his
mission. Let us all take seriously
this very special opportunity
and wholeheartedly glorify Srila
Prabhupada.

By the time this issue of BTG
reaches your hands, you should
be preparing to take part in the
kickoff of the 108 Celebration
with Prabhupada’s 108th Vyasa
Paja. Don’t hesitate. Get involved.
In September, the planning and
preparation for Feed the World
Week can begin. Help make this
occasion for prasadam distribution
something wonderful and astound-
ing. It will do good for you and the
world. Distribute prasadam widely
to as many people as possible, and
join in the celebration of 108 for
Srila Prabhupada. Go on glorifying
Srila Prabhupada more and more.

EAD EVERYWHERE!

INFORMATION

FEATURED 108 EVENTS

108th Vyasa Puja, September 8:
This is the kickoff event for 108
year-long celebration.

Take part in the kalasa abhiseka
(bathing with commemorative
waterpots) of Srila Prabhupada
and your local temple deities.
Sponsor a kalasa in your local
temple and join with devotees
worldwide to usher in a full year
of celebration.

Feed World Week,

October 15-21:

Honor Srila Prabhupada for his
108th anniversary by massive
distribution of prasadam in your
hometown. Every temple, family,
and congregation group can take
part in giving out Krsna’s mercy
in the form of prasadam, and

in turn get the mercy of Srila
Prabhupada.

PUBLICATIONS
AVAILABLE

At www.prabhupadal08.net

you’ll find:

e Kalash Abhisheka, a five-minute
video clip

¢ 108 Abhiseka Poster

e Abhiseka Sponsorship Form

¢ 108 Ways You Can Get Involved

ADDITIONAL EVENTS
2004

September 28: Srila Prabhu-
pada’s sannyasa day

October 5: Srila Prabhupada’s
arrival in Boston

October 15-21: Feed the World
Week (See www.ffl.org/html/
feed_the_world.html for
details.)

October 28-November 26:
Vrndavana Karttika Festival

November 14-16: Vrndavana
Prabhupada’s Disappearance
Day Festival

December 18-19: World
Enlightenment Weekend

December 22: Gita Jayanti Day
(Contact your local temple
for celebration dates.)

November 26-December 31:
Prabhupada Book
Distribution Marathon

2005

January: Mumbai Original
Pandal Program Returns

March 9-25: Mayapur Festival

March 9-13: Grand Srila
Prabhupada Family Reunion
(See http://www.mayapur.
info/ for details.)

March 14-20: Navadvipa
Mandala Parikrama

March 21-24: Mayapur Seminars

June 6-11: Padayatra Week

June 12: World Holy Name Day

August 28: Kolkata Maha-
Abhiseka Vyasa Puja (See
www.mayapur.info for
details.)

CONTACT
INFORMATION

E-mail:
sp108@prabhupadal08.net
Website:
www.prabhupadal08.net




PLAN THE BEST YEAR
OF YOUR LIFE

Mayapur Institute for Higher Education (MIHE)—Mayapur, West Bengal, India

Here’s how you can take five giant steps in Krsna consciousness: (1) Go to Vrndavana for the 2004 Prabhu-
pada Festival during Karttika. (2) Take the VTE (Vaisnava Training and Education) Bhakti-§astri Course
starting November 22 in Mayapur. (3) Take as many MIHE courses as you like during the MIHE Semester.
(4) Take part in the 2005 Mayapur Gaura Purnima Festival, including celebrations for the 108th anniversary
of Srila Prabhupada’s appearance. (5) Take the VTE Bhaktivaibhava Course in Mayapur. For details about
any of these, visit www.mihe.info/.

2004-2005 MIHE SCHEDULE
November 8: VTE Bhakti-§astri Online Registration Deadline
November 16: Srila Prabhupada’s Disappearance Day
November 22-February 27: VTE Bhakti-Sastri Course
February 1: MIHE Semester Online Registration Deadline
February 7-11: First Module of MIHE Semester
February 13-18: Second Module of MIHE Semester
February 15: Sri Advaita Acarya’s Appearance Day (No Classes)
February 21: Lord Nityananda’s Appearance Day
February 22-26: Third Module of MIHE Semester
February 27-March 8: GBC Meetings
March 2—-6: Fourth Module of MIHE Semester
March 9-12: Fifth Module of MIHE Semester / Festival Seminars
March 13: Pafica-tattva Abhiseka (No Classes)
March 14-20: Navadvipa Dhama Parikrama / Sixth Module of MIHE Semester
March 21-24: Seventh Module of MIHE Semester
March 25: Gaura Purnima
April 22-July 29: VTE Bhaktivaibhava Course (1st and 2nd Cantos)

2005 MIHE SEMESTER COURSES

(Students may register for one course or several courses, and may enroll for 1-6 weeks of classes.)
Vastu: An Aid to Spiritual and Material Development (March 23), Ajamila Dasa; VTE Communications
Course One (March 2-7), Anuttama Dasa; VTE Leadership and Management Course One (March 9-15),
Anuttama Dasa; Final Chapters of Bhagavad-gita, Vidvan Gauranga Dasa; Searching For and Destroying
the False Ego, Bhakti Tirtha Swami; ISKCON Mediation Training (March 16-20), Braja Bihari Dasa;
Sri Isopanisad, BVV Narasimha Swami; Sri Siksastakam, BVV Narasithha Swami; Glorious Departures:
How Some Personalities in the Bhagavatam Went Back to Godhead, Devamrta Dasa; Science and Krsna
Consciousness, Drutakarma Dasa; Paficaratrika Process of Deity Worship (Nitya-seva One & Two), Jananivasa
Dasa, Pankajanghri Dasa, Nrsimha Kavaca Dasa; Vaisnava Life Skills and Counseling (March 9-13),
Kaunteya Dasa; Personal Transformation (March 14-19), Kaunteya Dasa; Classical Hatha Yoga Taught in
the Iyengar Tradition (Levels One & Two), Krodhasamani Dasi, KiSora Dasa (Separate sections for men
and women); Ayurvedic Self-healing (Course One), Dr. Liladhar Gupta; To be announced, Purnacandra
Dasa; VTE Teacher Training (Course One, March 2-7), (Course Two, March 9-15), Rasamandala Dasa; VTE
Bhakti-sastri Teacher Training, Rasamandala Dasa, Atul Krsna Dasa; The Blissful Result of Following the
Regulative Principles of Freedom (March 10-13), Ravindra Svariipa Dasa, Sankirtana Dasa; Sri Brahma-
samhita, Vedavyasa Priya Swami

2004-2005 VTE Bhakti-sastr1 Course Facilitators
] The Nectar of Instruction, Jayadvaita Swami; The Nectar of Devotion, Kadamba Kanana Swami;
Sri ISopanisad, BVV Narasirhha Swami; Bhagavad-gita, Atul Krsna Dasa and Vidvan Gauranga Dasa

2005 VTE Bhaktivaibhava Coursq Facilitators (1st & 2nd Cantos)
BVYV Narasimha Swami, Hari Sauri Dasa, Atul Krsna Dasa




BOOKSECTION:SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Referred to as “the ripe fruit of the tree of Vedic literature,” Srimad-Bhagavatam
is the most complete and authoritative exposition of Vedic knowledge. Five thousand years ago
the great sage Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence
of spiritual knowledge. Here we present Srimad-Bhagavatam in serialized form,
with the original Sanskrit text, transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
founder-acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

THE ELEVATED
POSITION
OF LORD SIVA

Goddess Sati, the wife of Lord Siva, continues to explain
her husband’s greatness to her unyielding father.

CANTO 4: CHAPTER 4

16 fF a1 ReremEikE 7 fograe
ERiRIStCC AR o A O
TR TET T T -
3 mafdafy TeERoTegEn

kim va Sivakhyam asivarm na vidus tvad anye
brahmadayas tam avakirya jatah Smasane

tan-malya-bhasma-nrkapaly avasat pisacair
ye miirdhabhir dadhati tac-caranavasrstam

kim va—whether; Siva-akhyam—named éiva; asivam—
inauspicious; na viduh—do not know; tvat anye—other
than you; brahma-adayah—Brahma and others; fam—him
(Lord Siva); avakirya—scattered; jatah—having twisted
hair; §masane—in the crematorium; tat-malya-bhasma-nr-
kapali—who is garlanded with human skulls and smeared

with ashes; avasat—associated; pisacaih—with demons;
ye—who; mirdhabhih—with the head; dadhati—place;
tat-carana-avasrstam—ifallen from his lotus feet.

Do you think that greater, more respectable personalities
than you, such as Lord Brahma, do not know this inauspicious
person who goes under the name Lord Siva? He associates
with the demons in the crematorium, his locks of hair are
scattered all over his body, he is garlanded with human skulls
and smeared with ashes from the crematorium,@but in
spite of all these inauspicious qualities, great personalities
like Brahma honor him by accepting the flowers offered
to his lotus feet and placing them with great respect on
their heads.

(1) Despite Lord Siva’s apparently inaus-
picious activities, how do great person-

alities like Lord Brahma and others
show him honor?
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PURPORT: It is useless to condemn a great personality
like Lord Siva, and this is being stated by his wife, Sati,
to establish the supremacy of her husband. First she said,
“You call Lord Siva inauspicious because he associates
with demons in crematoriums, covers his body with the
ashes of the dead, and garlands himself with the skulls of
human beings. You have shown so many defects, but you
do not know that his position is always transcendental.
Although he appears inauspicious, why do personalities
like Brahma respect the dust of his lotus feet and place
on their heads with great respect those very garlands
which are condemned by you?”

Since Sati was a chaste woman and the wife of Lord
Siva, it was her duty to establish the elevated position of
Lord Siva, not only by sentiment but by facts. Lord Siva
is not an ordinary living entity. This is the conclusion of
Vedic scripture. He is neither on the level of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead nor on the level of the ordinary
living entities. Brahma is in almost all cases an ordinary
living entity. Sometimes, when there is no ordinary living
entity available, the post of Brahma is occupied by an
expansion of Lord Visnu, but generally this post is occupied
by a greatly pious living entity within this universe. Thus
Lord Siva’s position is constitutionally higher than that
of Lord Brahma, although Lord Siva appeared as the
son of Brahma.

Here itis mentioned that even personalities like Brahma
accept the so-called inauspicious flowers and the dust of
the lotus feet of Lord Siva. Great sages like Marici, Atri,
Bhrgu, and the others among the nine great sages who
are descendants of Brahma also respect Lord Siva in
such a way because they all know that Lord Siva is not
an ordinary living entity.

In many Puranas it is sometimes asserted that a demigod
is elevated to such a high position that he is almost on an
equal level with the Supreme Personality of Godhead, but
the conclusion that Lord Visnu is the Supreme Personality
of Godhead is confirmed in every scripture.@Lord Siva
is described in the Brahma-samhita to be like curd or
yogurt. Curd is not different from milk. Since milk is
transformed into curd, in one sense curd is also milk.
Similarly, Lord Siva is in one sense the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, but in another sense he is not, just as curd
is milk although we have to distinguish between the two.
These descriptions are in the Vedic literature. Whenever

(2) In what way is Lord Siva compared to
yogurt or curd?
(3) What are the respective destinations of

those who worship the demigods and
those who worship the Supreme Lord?

(4) What was Sati’s main purpose in going
to her father’s house?
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we find that a demigod occupies a position apparently
more elevated than that of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, it is just to draw the devotee’s attention to that
particular demigod.

It is also stated in the Bhagavad-gita (9.25) that if one
wants to worship a particular demigod, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, who is sitting in everyone’s heart,
gives one greater and greater attachment for that demigod
so that one may be elevated to the demigod’s abode. Yanti
deva-vrata devan.@®By worshiping demigods one can
elevate himself to the abodes of the demigods; similarly,
by worshiping the Supreme Personality of Godhead one
can be elevated to the spiritual kingdom. This is stated in
different places in Vedic literature.

Here Lord Siva is praised by Sati, partially due to her
personal respect for Lord Siva, since he is her husband,
and partially due to his exalted position, which exceeds
that of ordinary living entities, even Lord Brahma.

The position of Lord Siva is accepted by Lord Brahma,
so Daksa, Sati’s father, should also recognize him. That
was the point of Sati’s statement. She did not actually
come to her father’s house to participate in the function,
although before coming she pleaded with her husband that
she wanted to see her sisters and her mother. @ That was
a plea only, for actually at heart she maintained the idea
that she would convince her father, Daksa, that it was
useless to continue being envious of Lord Siva. That was
her main purpose. When she was unable to convince her
father, she gave up the body he had given her, as will be
seen in the following verses.

17 FO fUam feamesa 32

S5 | CRRESI MR IR RS LI
fo—emorma sadtradt -

karnau pidhaya nirayad yad akalpa ise
dharmavitary asrnibhir nrbhir asyamane

chindyat prasahya rusatim asatirih prabhus cej
jihvam asun api tato visrjet sa dharmah

karnau—both ears; pidhaya—blocking; nirayat—one should
go away; yat—if; akalpah—unable; iSe—the master;
dharma-avitari—the controller of religion; asrnibhih—by
irresponsible; nrbhih—persons; asyamane—being blas-
phemed; chindyat—he should cut; prasahya—by force;
rusatim—vilifying; asatim—of the blasphemer; prabhuh—
one is able; cet—if; jihvam—tongue; asun—(his own) life;
api—certainly; tatah—then; visrjet—should give up;sah—
that; dharmah—is the process.

Sati continued: If one hears an irresponsible person
blaspheme the master and controller of religion, one should
block his ears and go away if unable to punish him. But
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if one is able to kill, then one should by force cut out the
blasphemer’s tongue and kill the offender, and after that
one should give up his own life.

PURPORT: The argument offered by Sati is that a person
who vilifies a great personality is the lowest of all creatures.
But, by the same argument, Daksa could also defend
himself by saying that since he was a Prajapati, the master
of many living creatures and one of the great officers of
the great universal affairs, his position was so exalted that
Sati should accept his good qualities instead of vilifying
him. The answer to that argument is that Sati was not
vilifying but defending. If possible she should have cut
out Daksa’s tongue because he blasphemed Lord Siva. In
other words, since Lord Siva is the protector of religion,
a person who vilifies him should be killed at once, and
after killing such a person, one should give up one’s life.
@ That is the process, but because Daksa happened to be
the father of Sati, she decided not to kill him but to give
up her own life in order to compensate for the great sin
she had committed by hearing blasphemy of Lord Siva.

The instruction set forth here in Srimad-Bhagavatam is
that one should not tolerate at any cost the activities of a
person who vilifies or blasphemes an authority. @If one
is a brahmana he should not give up his body because by
doing so he would be responsible for killing a brahmana;
therefore a brahmana should leave the place or block
his ears so that he will not hear the blasphemy. If one
happens to be a ksatriya he has the power to punish any
man;therefore a ksatriya should at once cut out the tongue
of the vilifier and kill him. But as far as the vaisyas and
Sudras are concerned, they should immediately give up
their bodies.

Sati decided to give up her body because she thought
herself to be among the Sidras and vaisyas. As stated in
Bhagavad-gita (9.32), striyo vaisyas tatha sudrah. Women,
laborers and the mercantile class are on the same level.
Thus since it is recommended that vaisyas and sidras
should immediately give up their bodies upon hearing
blasphemy of an exalted person like Lord Siva, she decided
to give up her life.

18 TEHANTNEE FHoR
T IR fafqerusarfgor:

atas tavotpannam idam kalevaram
na dharayisye Siti-kantha-garhinah
jagdhasya mohad dhi visuddhim andhaso
jugupsitasyoddharanam pracaksate

atah—therefore; tava—from you; utpannam—received;
idam—this; kalevaram—body; na dharayisye—I shall not

bear; Siti-kantha-garhinah—who have blasphemed Lord
Siva; jagdhasya—which has been eaten; mohat—by mistake;
hi—because; visuddhim—the purification; andhasah—of
food; jugupsitasya—poisonous; uddharanam—vomiting;
pracaksate—declare.

Therefore I shall no longer bear this unworthy body, which
has been received from you, who have blasphemed Lord
Siva. If someone has taken food which is poisonous, the
best treatment is to vomit.

PURPORT: @Since Sati was the representation of the
external potency of the Lord, it was in her power to
vanquish many universes, including many Daksas, but
in order to save her husband from the charge that he
employed his wife, Sati, to kill Daksa because he could
not do so due to his inferior position, she decided to give
up her body.

19 7 SAEHeRd Af:
™ Td Sk WAl TEEA:

T TG Gk
W U vH 9 T feufem:

na veda-vadan anuvartate matih

sva eva loke ramato maha-muneh
yatha gatir deva-manusyayoh prthak

sva eva dharme na param ksipet sthitah

na—not;veda-vadan—rules and regulations of the Vedas;
anuvartate—follow; matih—the mind; sve—in his own;
eva—certainly; loke—in the self; ramatah—enjoying;
maha-muneh—of elevated transcendentalists; yatha—as;
gatih—the way; deva-manusyayoh—of the men and the
demigods; prthak—separately;sve—in your own;eva—alone;
dharme—occupational duty; na—not; param—another;
ksipet—should criticize; sthitah—being situated.

It is better to execute one’s own occupational duty than to
criticize others’. Elevated transcendentalists may sometimes
forgo the rules and regulations of the Vedas, since they
do not need to follow them, just as the demigods travel
in space whereas ordinary men travel on the surface of
the earth.

(5) Why did Sati decide not to kill her
father but to give up her own life?
(6) How should a brahmana respond to

blasphemy of an authority?
(7) Why didn’t Sati use her power to
destroy Daksa?
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PURPORT: The behavior of the most elevated transcen-
dentalist and that of the most fallen conditioned soul
appears to be the same. The elevated transcendentalist
can surpass all the regulations of the Vedas, just as the
demigods traveling in space surpass all the jungles and
rocks on the surface of the globe, although a common
man, who has no such ability to travel in space, has to
face all those impediments.

Although the most dear Lord Siva appears not to
observe all the rules and regulations of the Vedas, he is not
affected by such disobedience, but a common man who
wants to imitate Lord Siva is mistaken. A common man
must observe all the rules and regulations of the Vedas
which a person who is in the transcendental position does
not need to observe.

© Daksa found fault with Lord Siva for not observing
all the strict rules and regulations of the Vedas, but Sati
asserted that he had no need to observe such rules. It
is said that for one who is powerful like the sun or the
fire, there is no consideration of purity or impurity. The
sunshine can sterilize an impure place, whereas if someone
else were to pass such a place he would be affected. One
should not try to imitate Lord §iva; rather, one should
strictly follow one’s prescribed occupational duties. One
should never vilify a great personality like Lord Siva.

20 ¥ 999 9 fAgaasd
ac fafor=ammforsmtiem

forifr TRTIeHRare
gd J SR FH TS

karma pravrttarm ca nivrttam apy rtam

vede vivicyobhaya-lingam asritam
virodhi tad yaugapadaika-kartari

dvayam tatha brahmani karma narcchati

karma—activities; pravrttam—attached to material enjoy-
ment; ca—and; nivrttam—materially detached; api—
certainly; rtam—true; vede—in the Vedas; vivicya—dis-
tinguished; ubhaya-lingam—symptoms of both; asritam—

(8) Why was Daksa wrong in faulting
Lord Siva for not strictly following
Vedic rules?

(9) At what stage is one above both re-
nunciation and activities for realizing
material enjoyment?
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directed; virodhi—contradictory; tat—that; yaugapada-
eka-kartari—both activities in one person; dvayam—two;
tatha—so; brahmani—in one who is transcendentally
situated; karma—activities; na rcchati—are neglected.

In the Vedas there are directions for two kinds of activities—
activities for those who are attached to material enjoyment
and activities for those who are materially detached. In
consideration of these two kinds of activities, there are
two kinds of people, who have different symptoms. If one
wants to see two kinds of activities in one person, that is
contradictory. But both kinds of activities may be neglected
by a person who is transcendentally situated.

PURPORT: The Vedic activities are so designed that the
conditioned soul who has come to enjoy the material world
may do so under direction so that at the end he becomes
detached from such material enjoyment and is eligible to
enter into the transcendental position. The four different
social orders—brahmacarya, grhastha, vanaprastha, and
sannyasa—gradually train a person to come to the platform
of transcendental life. The activities and dress of a grhastha,
or householder, are different from those of a sannyasi,
one in the renounced order of life. It is impossible for one
person to adopt both orders. A sannyasi cannot act like
a householder, nor can a householder act like a sannyasi,
but above these two kinds of persons, one who engages in
material activities and one who has renounced material
activities, there is the person who is transcendental to both.
Lord Siva is in the transcendental position because, as
stated before, he is always absorbed in the thought of Lord
Vasudeva within himself. Therefore neither the activities
of the grhastha nor those of the sannyasi in the renounced
order can be applicable for him. He is in the paramaharisa
stage, the highest perfectional stage of life.

The transcendental position of Lord Siva is also explained
in Bhagavad-gita (2.52-53). It is stated there that when
one fully engages in the transcendental service of the
Lord by performing activities without fruitive results, one
is elevated to the transcendental position. At that time he
has no obligation to follow the Vedic injunctions or the
different rules and regulations of the Vedas. @ When one
is above the directions of the Vedic ritualistic injunctions
for attaining different allurements and is fully absorbed
in transcendental thought, which means thought of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead in devotional service,
one is in the position called buddhi-yoga, or samadhi,
ecstasy. For a person who has attained this stage, neither
the Vedic activities for realizing material enjoyment nor
those for renunciation are applicable.

[continued in the next issue]



This calendar is calculated for
Mayapur, West Bengal, India. The
dates, derived from a lunar calen-
dar, may vary by one day for other
locations. Consult your local Hare
Krsna temple for the exact dates
for your area.

Because the Hare Krsna move-
ment comes in disciplic line from
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the calen-
dar includes not only dates rele-
vant to all followers of the Vedic
tradition but also dates relating
to Lord Caitanya’s associates
and prominent spiritual masters
in His disciplic succession.

Month of Hrsikesa
(August 31-September 28)

SEPTEMBER

7—Sri Krsna Janmastami, ap-
pearance anniversary of Lord
Krsna. Fasting till midnight,
followed by a break-fast of Eka-
dasi prasadam (no grains or
beans). Feasting tomorrow. Call
your local Hare Krsna temple
for a schedule of events.

8—Appearance anniversary

of His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada, Founder-Acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness. Fasting till noon,
followed by feasting.

10—Annada Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

19—Appearance anniversary of
Srimati Sita Devi, the consort of
Srila Advaita Acarya.

22— Sri Radhastami, appearance
anniversary of Srimati Radha-
rani, Lord Krsna’s eternal con-
sort. Fasting till noon, followed
by feasting.

e
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24—Pars$va Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans. (Fasting
till noon today for Sri Vamana-
dvadasi tomorrow.)

25—Sri Vamana-dvadasi, ap-
pearance anniversary of Lord
Vamana, Lord Krsna’s incar-
nation as a dwarf brahmana.
Appearance anniversary of Sri-
la Jiva Gosvami, one of the six
Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

26—Appearance anniversary

of Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura,
father of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura (Srila Prabhu-
pada’s spiritual master), and

a pioneer in spreading Krsna
consciousness in English.

27—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Haridasa Thakura, fore-
most teacher of chanting Hare
Krsna.

28— Anniversary of Srila
Prabhupada’s accepting san-
nyasa, the renounced order of
life. Third month of Caturmasya
begins (fasting from milk).

Month of Padmanabha
(September 29-October 28)

OCTOBER

5—Anniversary of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s arrival in the United
States.

10—Indira Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

23—Ramacandra Vijayotsava,
the anniversary of Lord Rama-
candra’s victory over the demon
Ravana. Appearance anniversary
of Srila Madhvacarya, a Vais-
nava philosopher and spiritual
master who appeared in the
thirteenth century.
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24—Pasankusa Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

25—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Raghunatha Dasa Go-
svami, Srila Raghunatha Bhatta
Gosvami, and Srila Krsnadasa
Kaviraja Gosvami, great associ-
ates and followers of Lord
Caitanya.

28—Sri Krsna Saradiya
Rasa-yatra. Disappearance
anniversary of Sri Murari Gupta,
an associate of Lord Caitanya.
Beginning of Damodara-vrata.*
Offering lamps for one month.
Also, the fourth month of Ca-
turmasya begins (fasting from
arad dal).

Month of Damodara
(October 29-November 26)

NOVEMBER

2—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Narottama Dasa
Thakura, a great devotee of
Krsna known for his Bengali
devotional songs.

5—Appearance of Radha
Kunda.

8—Rama Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

12—Diwali, the festival of
illuminating Krsna’s temples
with lamps. Call your local Hare
Krsna temple for details.

*Even though the month of
Damodara begins on the 29th,
we start the observance of the
Damodara-vrata on the Parnima
(full-moon day), the 28th.



Students study Sri
ISopanisad (above) as
part of the Bhakti-Sastri
course. At right: MIHE’s
director, Janmastami
Dasa, with his wife, San-
kalpa Devi Dasi, and
their sons, Prahlada
Dasa (left) and Nimai
Pandita Dasa. Opposite
page: Students watch a
film on mediation during
a course on that subject
taught by Braja Bihari
Dasa (center).
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Ithough his friends in Melbourne,
AAustralia,went to Krsna schools,

Mahamantra Dasa always attend-
ed public schools and visited the lo-
cal temple only on the weekends. But
when he reached puberty, Mahamantra
started to see what Srila Prabhupada
meant when he referred to materialis-
tic schools as “slaughterhouses.”

“Sexual promiscuity was the norm,”
he says, “both inside and outside the
classroom.”

After he finished the ninth grade,
his devotee parents gave him permis-
sion to leave school and move into
the temple as a full-time brahmacari.
Krsna consciousness, he knew from
reading the Bhagavad-gita, is the “king
of education.”

Now twenty, Mahamantra has fond
memories of his teenage years in the

SEED OF A
OAGE VISION

By the shores of the Ganges in Mayapur,
West Bengal, an educational institution is arising
to fulfill a global prophesy of ISKCON’s

founder/acarya, Srila Prabhupada.

by Suresvara Dasa

temple—Ilots of cooking and clean-
ing, public chanting, sharing Krsna
consciousness with others, even a
stint on the 24-hour chanting party
at ISKCON’s temple in Vrndavana,
India—but he still felt incomplete in
his education. So when an opportunity
came along to attend the Bhakti-§astri*
course at the Mayapur Institute for
Higher Education (MIHE) in India,
he seized it with a passion—and was
challenged by its goodness. His four-
month immersion in the basic books

*The first spiritual degree Srila Prabhupada
wanted his students to earn. A Bhakti-
§astri can speak and live the teachings
of Krsna consciousness as found in the
four basic Sanskrit scriptures Prabhupada
translated for us: Bhagavad-gita, The Nectar
of Devotion, The Nectar of Instruction, and
Sri Isopanisad.

of Krsna consciousness awakened him
to a calling in Prabhupada’s mission.

“The course really sobered me,”
Mahamantra says with a handsome
smile, “the way I see and deal with
people. It was the teachers. They em-
powered and challenged me to apply
what I was learning. To complete the
course, I had to discipline my mind
and senses more than ever. But I also
tasted more love and trust with the
devotees than I ever have. I want to
learn more, and teach others.”

An appreciation like this encour-
ages the MIHE’s director,Janmastami
Dasa,who launched the institute’s first
semester in the year 2000, a small mir-
acle of hard work and prayer. His in-
spiration? The Vrindavan Institute for
Higher Education (VIHE). Organized
by ISKCON educator Bhiirijana Dasa
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in 1987,the VIHE was the first school
to start fulfilling Prabhupada’s de-
sire to systematically educate his inter-
national disciples in a sacred setting,
where the philosophy and culture of
Krsna consciousness could be lived,
breathed, and tasted.

“The first month I attended the
VIHE,” says Janmastami Dasa,“I felt I
learned more than in my previous elev-
en years in Krsna consciousness.”

That experience brought him back
to the VIHE six more times, each se-
mester increasing his taste and con-
viction to serve Prabhupada’s mission.

A student dramatizes a
point from the Bhagavad-
gita (above). Dr. Liladhar

Gupta (above, right) teaches
a course on Ayurvedic self-
healing. At right, a group
prepares visual material for a
presentation to the full class.
Opposite page: Students from
a smaller work-group hold
the attention of the class.

A highly successful seller of Prabhu-
pada’s books back then, he later moved
with his wife and two sons to ISKCON
Mayapur and committed himself to
improving the education offered
there. In 1999, when he arranged
some teacher-training and leadership/
management seminars, the response
was so good that he had to turn dev-
otees away. Inspired with the idea to
do an “MIHE,” he took the concept
to Mayapur’s management, who ac-
cepted it on the condition that he would
commit to its development for at least
five years.
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“Five years and growing strong,”
Janmastami says with a grin, “espe-
cially in Bhakti-§astri. The fifty-four
students who lived here to take it from
November ’03 to March ’04 came away
completely transformed. And with the
top-notch teachers we have lined up
this year, we’re expecting seventy stu-
dents or more.”

SPIRITUAL
FOUNDATION

Completely transformed. Hmmm.
Is this an educator talking or a pub-




lic relations man? The answer comes
clearly as I speak with another MIHE
student, nineteen-year-old Vijaya Devi
Dasi, from Bolivia.

A medical student, Vijaya looks
beautiful and bright-faced as she sits
with me and her father, Hari Sankir-
tana Dasa from La Paz. Her father had
encouraged her to take Bhakti-$astri
the year before, but Vijaya rejected
the idea. Medical training is long and
rigorous, she reasoned. Better to get
on with med school and do Bhakti-
Sastri later.

But her first year in college left
her tired and a little shocked. In place
of altruism and the quest for knowl-
edge,she found a good-grades-at-any-
price game.

“The way some students would flat-
ter the teachers for high marks was
outrageous,” says Vijaya. “To contin-
ue medical school, I needed spiritu-
al strength and focus. My father was
right. I needed the foundation that
Bhakti-$astri would provide.”

To finish her first-year exams in Bo-
livia, she had to start Bhakti-§astri in
Mayapur a full month late, a formida-
ble handicap for anyone. But with the

love and support of the MIHE’s teach-
ers and students—especially from her
fiancee, Ekanatha Dasa—she caught
up and even excelled.

“It was the way the teachers taught,”
says Vijaya, her eyes brightening. “Lots
of group work and interactive learn-
ing, using music, art, and drama. At
nineteen, I was the youngest student,
and I was afraid to speak in front of
so many senior devotees. But they en-
couraged me and gave me confidence
that I could realize the truth of the
Bhagavad-gita. 1 read it all the way
through for the first time.”

Vijayais staying in India for the rest
of this year to study Ayurveda. When
she returns to med school, she wants
to lead a spiritual study group and ap-
ply what she learned at the MIHE to
help her friends entering college.

“Bhakti-Sastri pacified my heart and
gave my studies and career goals a tran-
scendent purpose—to please Krsna. I
owe a lot to my facilitators.”

“The teacher as facilitator is an
approach our students love,” says
Janmastami. “It’s the standard set by the
VTE—the Vaisnava Training and Edu-
cation team headed by Rasamandala

Dasa in Oxford, England. The aims
and objectives of VTE courses are
student-centered. The content must
be consistent with Srila Prabhupada’s
instructions, of course, but trained fa-
cilitators know how to present the ma-
terial to address students’ real needs,
interests, and concerns.”

THE BEST USE
OF A HARD BARGAIN

Ibegin to wonder what I did to de-
serve the years of irrelevant info I had
to cram and forget the next day in ma-
terialistic schools. Yet we all pay our
dues before receiving real knowledge
at a place like the MIHE, and our next
student is a classic example.

Twenty-four years ago, Santa-
vigraha Dasa came into this world
on the West Indies island of Trinidad,
where he grew up in the village of
Hardbargain. He has no recollection
of his mother, who died in a car acci-
dent when he was seventeen months
old. The bargain improved when his
father gave him to his maternal grand-
parents for raising.

“That eased the pain of separation
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they felt after the departure of my
mother,” he explains. “The love and
care I received from my grandparents
was unimaginable. I am very grateful
to them for their kindness.”

Trinidad has a large Hindu popula-
tion, Santa-vigraha’s relatives among
them, so from an early age, he was ex-
posed to Hindi and the local Hindu
temple. As a teenager, questions like
What is the soul? and Who is God?
started to surface in his mind.

“I began to ask these questions to
a lot of the temple leaders and other
learned Hindu pundits, but somehow
I felt they did not have a clear idea
of what they were speaking. Their an-
swers weren’t precise,and I was never
satisfied.”

His skepticism seemed to increase
when he met Damodara Dasa,a Hare
Krsna devotee. Though his friends
were attracted to Damodara, Santa-
vigraha found his scriptural preach-
ing fanatical.

“Iwould raise challenges and even
personal attacks, but every time he
would shoot me down and lay my
arguments to waste. I was impressed,
but due to pride I would not relent.
Then one day he challenged me: “What
is your problem? Do you have some-
thing personal against me?’ I was tak-

en aback, and from that day
my mood changed. We became
very good friends, and I be-
gan to associate with him very
closely.”

Once Santa-vigraha start-
ed reading Srila Prabhupada’s
books, he couldn’t stop.

“I was so impressed with his
style of presentation and how
exact it was. Practically every
question I could ever have was
being answered so crisply and
clearly. I was convinced that
this was it.”

He credits his schoolmate
and devotee friend Rupa Gosvami
Dasa for prodding him to chant six-
teen rounds of the Hare Krsna man-
tra on beads, give up bad habits, and
finally receive spiritual initiation from
ISKCON’s Guru Prasada Swami.

“After initiation, I moved to my
father’s place to pursue a college de-
gree. His house was close to the col-
lege and the temple, Sri Sri Radha-
Gopinatha Mandir.”

In 1999 a friend returned from
Vrndavana and told him how won-
derful it was to study Bhakti-Sastri at
the VIHE in the holy land. Already in
love with Krsna’s philosophy as pre-
sented by Srila Prabhupada, Santa-
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vigraha started to meditate and pray
on how he could go to India to study
deeply.

“I had no money, but I was always
asking friends and India pilgrims to
pray for me that I might be able to
go someday.”

By 2003 he still had no money, but
when he heard about the upcoming in-
stallation of Pafica-tattva in Mayapur,
he determined that he would take
Bhakti-Sastri at the MIHE.

“I had no money,not one red cent. I
was praying like anything, and a break-
through came. The temple president
said that the temple would be willing
to fund me the equivalent of eight hun-



Outside the school building (top,
left) a group puts on a skit to
drive home a philosophical point.
Parnacandra Dasa (above), an
American based in Russia, teaches
a course called “Overhaul Your
Spiritual Life.” Vijaya Dasi (far
left) and Mahamantra Dasa are
two of the younger students attend-
ing the Bhakti-Sastri course. At left,
Anuttama Dasa, director of ISK-
CON Communications, teaches
courses in leadership, communica-
tions, and management.

dred U.S. dollars. With this, I went to
my father and asked him to fund me
the rest of the cash. After a grave and
sober silence, he assented.”

Though penniless, Santa-vigraha had
paid the price—intense eagerness.

And how the Lord loves to test
and temper our eagerness! En route
to Mayapur, Santa-vigraha stopped in
Vrndavana and promptly caught one
of its hardest bargains: malaria.

“Ideveloped a nagging cough from
the dust. The malaria was the worst.

MIHEMissionStatement

PROVIDE AN IDEAL facility and
atmosphere in Mayapur that will help
devotees:

(1) increase their abilities to associate
lovingly with Vaisnavas,

(2) develop a higher taste for
studying Srila Prabhupada’s books,

(3) systematically strengthen their
sadhana [spiritual practices] and
Sastric [scriptural] knowledge,

(4) develop practical skills in preaching,
worshiping, and living,

(5) enhance their appreciation of Sri
Mayapur Dhama,

(6) become spiritually enlivened and
empowered to preach,

(7) deepen their faith in Srila
Prabhupada’s movement,

(8) become properly situated in Srila
Prabhupada’s movement,

(9) deepen their Krsna conscious
realizations, and

(10) develop a deeper appreciation for

Srila Prabhupada’s gifts.

A friend said he could feel my tem-
perature a foot away. By the mercy of
Srimati Radharani, I survived and left
for Mayapur at the end of October in
time to start the Bhakti-§astri.”

Great expectations. Poets and sag-
es have warned us about them, and
with good reason. Yet in the Lord’s
abodes, His mercy flows as fast and
far as the Ganges, sweeping us all
to a divine dimension, satisfied be-
yond our dreams. Listen carefully to
Santa-vigraha:

“I must say that the Bhakti-$§astri
course exceeded my expectations. I
thought it would be lectures with ques-
tions and answers, but it was so inter-
active; practically the students were
involved in the teaching process from
the beginning. The course materials
and recordings were professionally
done, the facilitators well trained and
chosen,and the classes well organized.
And the MIHE staff was always ready
to help us with whatever inquiries or
problems we had. I was astonished at
how hard they worked, practically day
and night, to make sure everything
ran smoothly.”
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AN EDUCATOR’S
INSPIRATION

It’s midnight. Another MIHE Maya-
pur Festival semester has just ended,
and Janmastami is pacing his office,
catching up on his chanting. Before
he and his family leave for Jagannath
Puri for a much-needed respite from
the pressures of the past five months,
I want to thank him for making pos-

sible my studying and teaching. The
headaches and heartaches of man-

agement sometimes break even sea-
soned administrators, and their fami-
lies with them. When I ask what keeps
him inspired, he presses play on his
recorder, and once more I listen to
Santa-vigraha:

“While taking Bhakti-Sastri, I per-
sonally felt that I made some friends
for life. I had the feeling that we in
ISKCON are really part of a big fam-
ily,and I got a deeper appreciation for
the devotees from all over the world
who are serving in their various ca-
pacities. I have gotten valuable gems
of experience I cannot wait to take
home to Trinidad and share with my
friends, family, and well-wishers. I am
convinced that by the mercy of my
spiritual master and the devotees, I
am able to remain as a servant in this
unique and wonderful society of devo-
tees founded by Prabhupada to fulfill
the mission of Lord Caitanya.”

Janmastami Dasa smiles and puts
down his beads.

“When I hear responses like that,
I know that we are receiving Srila
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Santa-vigraha

Dasa (left) receives
his Bhakti-Sastri
diploma from His
Holiness Jayapataka
Swami, one of

the directors of
ISKCON Mayapur,
and Sesa Dasa,
ISKCON’s minister
of education. Below:
Bhakti-sastri course
graduates and
teachers.




Prabhupada’s blessings.”

He opens his laptop, searches the
Vedabase,* and stops at Prabhupada’s
first purpose for founding his Interna-
tional Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness: “To systematically propagate spir-
itual knowledge to society at large
and to educate all peoples in the tech-
niques of spiritual life, in order to
check the imbalance of values in life
and to achieve real unity and peace
in the world.”

As the words sink in, I start feeling
like a revolutionary again. Restoring
education as ISKCON’s top priority

* A searchable database containing all of
Prabhupada’s recorded words,both spoken
and written.

is the life and soul of educators like
Janmastami, who clicks on the MIHE
website to read the lead quotation, a
letter excerpt from Prabhupada:

“Throughout the whole world there
is no institution to impart education
in the matter of spiritual understand-
ing. So we are going to open a big
center in Mayapur where this educa-
tion will be internationally imparted.
Students from all parts of the world
will go there to take education in this
important subject.”

Srila Prabhupada was empowered
to spread Krsna consciousness world-
wide, and his vision for Mayapur edu-
cation soared to the summit of Lord
Caitanya’s Golden Age.** The MIHE
is the seed of that sage vision.

Suresvara Dasa has studied and taught
at the MIHE. He distributes Srila Pra-
bhupada’s books from his base at ISK-
CON Hawaii and is currently pursu-
ing a degree in Teaching English As a
Second Language.

**The global spiritual renaissance predicted
in India’s scriptures and embodied by the
life and teachings of Lord Krsna’s “Golden
Avatar,” Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

For up-to-date information about
the MIHE and its Bhakti-§astri,
Bhaktivaibhava, and Mayapur
festival semester courses, please
visit www.mihe.info.







SPIRITUALPLACES

Pilgrimage

To Bangladesh

Hare Krsna devotees from the West make
a rare Vvisit to sites in Bangladesh connected
with Lord Caitanya’s movement.

by Indradyumna Swami
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Deities of Jagannatha,
Baladeva, and Subhadra
(above) reside in a tem-
ple in Benapol, near the
site where Haridasa con-
verted the prostitute Lak-
shahira. A shrine (left)
honors Lakshahira at the
spot where she sat daily
to chant 300,000 names
of the Lord.

January 30—-February 10, 2004

he Bangladesh ambassador had
T just approved my visa to enter

his country. As I got up to leave,
he took a photo guidebook from his
desk, quickly signed it, and gave it to
me with a handshake.

It read: “To Mr. Tibbitts with love.
May you find the happiness you’re
looking for in our beautiful Bangla-
desh. Mohammed Ilah.”

I had no doubt I would find happi-
ness in Bangladesh, but it would be of
a specific nature. The former Indian
State of East Bengal (known as East
Pakistan after the partition of India by
the British in 1947) became the sover-
eign state of Bangladesh in 1972 after
awar for independence. Being part of
India’s rich spiritual past, it contains
many holy places especially dear to
the followers of Lord Caitanya. Nu-
merous devotees of Lord Caitanya
were born there, and the Lord Him-
self performed many divine pastimes
throughout Bangladesh’s towns and
villages. The capital, Dhaka, was a fa-
vorite place of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvatiin the 1930s. He once called
Dhaka a second Vrndavana because
it contains more than seven hundred
Radha-Krsna temples.

I would be traveling to these holy
places with a dear Godbrother, Rad-
hanatha Swami. Months ago, we had
metin our travels and discovered that
we shared an attraction to the pastimes
and songs of Srila Narottama Dasa
Thakura, one of the principal acaryas
in our Gaudiya Vaisnava line. He ap-
peared after Lord Caitanya’s depar-
ture from this world. For years we had
longed to visit his birthplace, Kheturi,
in Bangladesh. I would be meeting
Radhanatha Swami and several of his
disciples in Dhaka the next day.

HELP AT IMMIGRATION

At the Dhaka airport I handed the
immigration officer my passport and
aform all passengers had to complete
with their personal details. I was in
Western clothes, as Hindus make up
only ten percent of the population and
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In Benapol,
pilgrims can offer
respects to the
deity of Haridasa
Thakura (right)
and, at a nearby
temple, Lord
Caitanya and
Lord Nityananda
(below). At right:
the entrance

gate at ISKCON
Jessore. Far right:
the ISKCON
Jessore temple.

Ly

there is sometimes tension between
them and the majority Muslims.

After studying the form for a mo-
ment, the officer looked up and said,
“You wrote that you’ll be staying in
a hotel, but you didn’t mention which
hotel. You have to tell me which hotel
or I can’t let you in.”

I had no idea of the name of any
hotel in Dhaka. I stood there for a mo-
ment, and then the officer motioned
me to a nearby room. Suddenly, an
Indian man stepped forward and re-
buked the officer.

“For goodness sake, man, he’s a
tourist. How is he supposed to know
which hotels we have here? Foreign-
ers don’t come here often, and when
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they do we can’t treat them like this.
Let him through!”

Somehow his words worked, and
the officer stamped my passport.

AsIcollected my baggage, the Indi-
an man walked by and whispered softly,
“Hare Krsna. Have a good trip.”

Outside the terminal I met Radha-
natha Swami and twelve brahmacaris
from his temple in Mumbai, also all in
Western dress. We ate and then sat in
a nearby field to discuss our itinerary.
We had only ten days and had to select
which holy sites to visit. We decided
to begin our journey at the birthplace
of Riipa Gosvami and Sanatana Gos-
vami in Jessore, in the southwest of
the country. Our guide, Caru Candra
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Dasa, ISKCON’s regional secretary
for Bangladesh, quickly bought our
tickets, and two hours later we were
on our way.

THE PLACE OF HARIDASA

On Radhanatha Swami’s sugges-
tion, from the Jessore airport we took
ataxito Benapol,a small village in the
jungle where Haridasa Thakura had
awakened a prostitute to Krsna con-
sciousness. It was dark when we ar-
rived, but Haridasa Thakura’s room
was still open. I almost ran to it. Falling
down before his image, I prayed for
his mercy. As I studied the altar, I was
curious to see the deity of a shaven-
headed woman in a white sari.

“That’s Lakshahira,” Radhanatha
Swami said, “the prostitute sent by a
government official to seduce Haridasa
Thakura. Soldiers hiding in the foliage
were supposed to catch them in union
and arrest and defame Haridasa. But
after listening to Haridasa’s chant-
ing of the holy names for three days,
Lakshahira became purified and took
shelter of him. He initiated her, and
she became a great devotee.”

I prayed for the mercy of Haridasa
Thakura and Lakshahira.

The next day we went to the birth-
place of Rupa and Sanatana outside
Jessore. Like most of the other holy
places we would visit, there wasn’t
much to see. After partition, the mi-
nority Hindus were persecuted and
many of their temples destroyed. The
policy continued after the founding of
Bangladesh. So, wherever we would
go, all that would be left of most holy
places was one or two reminders of
the divine pastimes that took place




there.This was particularly true at the
home of Rupa and Sanatana. There
was nothing but a single tree. But
when we learned it was the very tree
under which the Gosvamis performed
daily worship, we nestled under it and
chanted for several hours.

Often a holy place is built up with
many shrines and temples to attract
pilgrims and impress upon them its
importance, but here we had only a
single tree on which to focus. As we
chanted in the simple jungle envi-
ronment, I thought that one day it
too might become a renowned holy
place. For the moment it remains hid-
den from the world, retaining a charm
rich in Gaudiya history and saturat-
ed with mercy. As the hours passed, I
closed my eyes and absorbed myself
in the holy names at the spot where
Ripa and Sanatana chanted the very
same names.

Our next destination was ISK-
CON’s large temple a few kilome-
ters away. As we drove there I asked
Caru Candra why the temple had not
been built at the auspicious site we
had just visited. He replied that the
local Muslim authorities would not
sell it to us, so ISKCON accepted an
offer from a Hindu organization that
owned land nearby. It proved to be a
better arrangement, because the ISK-
CON land is situated in the center of
96 Hindu villages. When the beauti-
ful temple was opened in 1999 after
years of construction, more than one
million people from all over the coun-
try attended.

NAROTTAMA,
RESERVOIR OF LOVE

Two days later, we flew to Rajshahi
in the northwest, a short distance from
Kheturi on the banks of the Padma-
vati River. As our car rumbled along
the dirt roads leading to the isolated
village, my heart beat in anticipation.
I prayed we’d find more than a single
tree. I wasn’t disappointed. Though
Kheturi consists of only forty fami-
lies (thirty-eight Muslim and two
Hindu), we were happy to discover a
small, walled temple compound just
outside the village.

One of Narottama Dasa Thakura’s
major contributions was organizing at
Kheturi the inaugural Gaura Purnima
festival, the yearly observance of Lord
Caitanya’s appearance. Many impor-
tant Vaisnavas of the time attended,
including Lord Nityananda’s wife,
Jahnava Mata. At that historic event,
Narottama Dasa Thakura installed
six deities: five Krsna deities and one
pure gold Lord Caitanya deity. The six
Vaisnava devotees currently living at
the lakeside temple, built by a pious
Hindu businessman more than a hun-
dred years ago, told us that Jahnava
Mata collected water from the lake for
cooking for the Kheturi festival, and
to this day the water is used only for
cooking. I was unable to discover what
happened to most of the deities. I do
know that Vraja-mohana was sent to
Vrndavana soon after the installation
and the Caitanya deity was moved
to India during Bangladesh’s war for
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independence. I noticed on the altar,
however, six beautiful Salagrama-silas
(deities of Krsna in the form of spe-
cial stones from the Gandhaki River).
When I later inquired about Them,
the pajari (priest) told me They were
from the Kheturi festival era.

We spent most of the next day hear-
ing and chanting. The following day, we
walked to a small hill where Narotta-
ma Dasa Thakura had performed his
daily service to Krsna—reading, chant-

ing, praying, writing songs, and so on.
It was a four-kilometer walk through
the fields, and I was again struck by
the fact that such a holy site was so
isolated. Marking the spot was only a
small stone seat with no inscription.
Of course, the fact that there was no
significant shrine didn’t diminish its
spiritual potency, so we again im-
mersed ourselves in chanting, trying
to open our spiritual eyes and see the
sanctity of the place.

In the afternoon, we visited the
place on the Padmavati River where
Narottama Dasa Thakura received
the special mercy of Lord Caitanya.
Once, while having kirtana with His
associates, Lord Caitanya called out,
“Narottama! Narottama! Narottama!”
and fell to the ground unconscious.
When He awoke He revealed that

A cook (top)
prepares a feast

in Kheturi. At left:
service at ISKCON
Dhaka. Far left:
deities at Kheturi.
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soon a great devotee named Narotta-
ma Dasa would be born and would
be instrumental in carrying on His
mission. Mahaprabhu told the devo-
tees that He would deposit His prema
(love of God) in the Padmavati and
Narottama Dasa would bathe there
and attain pure love of God. Years
later, when Narottama Dasa was still
aboy,he bathed in that exact spot and
was overwhelmed with ecstatic love
for Krsna. Imbued with that mercy, he
was constantly floating in the ocean of
love of God and was empowered to
spread that love everywhere.

As we searched for the precise lo-
cation of this pastime, we came to a
small Vaisnava temple on the banks
of the river. Inquiring further, we dis-
covered it was indeed the place. The
devotee couple and their two children
who manage the temple were overjoyed
by our unsolicited visit. Because Ban-
gladesh is a Muslim country, it is rare
that devotees visit such holy places. The
man excitedly showed us the tree un-
der which Narottama Dasa Thakura
had bathed and which the couple wor-
ship daily. We paid our obeisances to
the tree, had kirtana there, and then
bathed in the sanctified waters near-

by. I had brought a two-liter plastic
water bottle for the occasion, and af-
ter emptying it, carefully filled it with
water from the holy river.

A PRICELESS GIFT

The next morning as we prepared
to leave, I went to the main temple
at Kheturi for one last viewing of
the deities. The piajari was worship-
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ing the salagrama-silas, and I was sur-
prised to see him simply throw some
water over Them, dry Them quickly,
and place Them back on the altar.
It was a simple worship at best. He
didn’t massage Them in oil, which is
customary, or even offer sandalwood
paste or Tulasileaves. When I saw the
small fruit plate he offered Them, I
became disappointed. When the su-
perintendent of the temple appeared,
I mentioned the seemingly poor stan-
dard of worship.

He hung his head and said, “It’s
true what you say. I've tried to impress
this on the priests for years, but they
don’t seem to care.”

I thought, “These are such impor-
tant deities, a part of the pastimes of
Narottama Dasa Thakura. They de-
serve more than this.”

I decided to take a chance.

“Narottama Dasa Thakura is a
great source of inspiration for me,”
I said. “He’s a great preacher and a
deeply realized devotee. He’s one of
my heroes. I often think of him while
spreading his message in Western
countries.”

Pausing for a moment and pray-
ing for mercy, I then said, “Would
you consider giving me one of those
Salagramas? T'll take good care of

Him, offering Him opulent worship.
And He’ll be part of Lord Caitanya’s
movement in the West, inspiring many
devotees.”

I was stunned by his reply.

“I’ve been observing your group
closely,” he said. “I can see that you
are sincere Vaisnavas and that you all
have deep affection for Narottama
Dasa Thakura. So take any salagrama
you want. Just indicate to the pujari
which one you desire.”

I had already chosen the principal
Salagrama on the altar. He was the big-
gest one, exquisitely beautiful and as
smooth as glass.

“I’ll take Him,” I said, motioning
with my head (not my finger, which
is considered impolite in Vedic eti-
quette).

The superintendent instructed the
pujari, who took the salagrama off the

altar without any apparent emotion. He
quickly put Him in my hand. I stood
there, my hand trembling, trying to
fathom the mercy I had received.

When I went back to my room to
collect my belongings for our depar-
ture, I showed the deity to Radha-
natha Swami, who was struck with
wonder.

“He’s so majestic!” he said.

Sadly, we then left Kheturi, the holy

abode of Narottama Dasa Thakura’s
pastimes. While clutching the pre-
cious gift to my heart, I considered
that the good fortune of Kheturi re-
ceived by our small group of pilgrims
would now go out to many Vaisnavas
around the world.

We visited several other holy sites
in the following days, such as those
of stalwart associates of Lord Cait-
anya like Pundarika Vidyanidhi, Va-
sudeva Datta, Mukunda Datta, and
Murari Gupta. We even visited the
ancestral home of Lord Caitanya’s
father, Jagannatha Misra, an ancient
array of stone buildings in the jungle
in northern Bangladesh. But our ex-
periences in Kheturi left the greatest
impression upon me. After Kheturi I
hankered to get back to my services
in the West. In more ways than one,
I had received special mercy, and 1

wanted to share it with others.

I didn’t have long to wait. At the
Dhaka airport, while in a lounge
preparing to board my flight out of
the country, a Muslim holy man ap-
proached me. As a security measure,
I was dressed in Western clothes and
sported a two-week beard. Many Mus-
lims assumed I was one of them, and
had been respectfully addressing me
with the greeting “Salaam alaikum.”
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This particular man pointed to my bot-
tle of special water and said in broken
English,“Allah hu akbar! T'm very dry.
Very thirsty. Please, water.”

I froze. He wanted to drink from
my bottle of water from the Padma-
vati River where Narottama Dasa
Thakura had received prema. Every
drop in that bottle was sacred. It was
capable of giving more than libera-
tion; it could give love of God. But he
thought it was just an ordinary bottle
of water. I hesitated for a moment,
and several Muslim men looked at me.
Obviously, you don’t refuse a Muslim

holy man’s request for a simple drink
of water. So I handed him the bottle,
and he proceeded to drink with gus-
to. I watched in shock as he guzzled
more than half the bottle.

He then turned to me and said,
“Allah has been very kind to me to-
day!”

“Yes, indeed He has,” I replied
with a smile.

Ithought,“Even before leaving Ban-
gladesh I’'m sharing the good fortune
of my pilgrimage with others. Indeed,
this must be the perfection of visiting
a holy place.” D

His Holiness Indradyumna Swami trav-
els around the world teaching Krsna
consciousness. In Poland each sum-
mer he oversees dozens of festivals.
Since 1990, these festivals have intro-
duced Krsna to hundreds of thousands

of people.

Adapted from Diary of a Traveling
Preacher, Volume 5, Chapter 14. To
receive chapters by e-mail as they
come out regularly, write to indra-
dyumna.swami@pamho.net. (Volumes
3 & 4 are available from the Krishna.
com Store.)

SIXTH COMMANDMENT
(continued from page 31)
defines it in legal terms. Its first defi-
nition as a noun is “the unlawful and
malicious or premeditated killing of
one human being by another”; as a
verb, it is defined as “to kill (a person)
unlawfully and with malice.” These are
first-entry definitions. If we look at
secondary ones, we find “to kill inhu-
manly and barbarously, as in warfare,”
or “to destroy; to put an end to.”
Prabhupada admits in his conver-

Hare Krsna
Hare Krsna
Krgna Krsna
Hare Hare
Hare Rama
Hare Rama
Rama Rama
Hare Hare

PRONUNCIATION:
ha-ray, krish-na, ra-ma
(rhymes with “drama”)

sation with Father Emmanuel that
“murder” refers to humans, and this
is borne out by the primary defini-
tions given above. But who defines
these words? Because animals do not
have the same rights as humans, at
least in contemporary Western society,
they are omitted from the definition
of murder—and so it is not consid-
ered unlawful to take their lives. But
if we look at murder practically—at
what it really is, beyond mere legalis-
tic formulas—we are confronted with

ese(J elerewex
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the secondary definitions of “murder”
given above, both of which can cer-
tainly be applied to animals.

Literalists might tightly cling to the
primary definitions,saying that murder
refers only to humans, and that this is
where the argument should end. But,
as if anticipating this response, the
Bible tells us, “He that killeth an ox
is as if he slew a man.” (Isaiah 66.3).
Perhaps this suggests a closer link be-
tween “kill” and “murder.”

A BROADER
DEFINITION OF
“MURDER”

Moreover, traditional biblical com-
mentators viewed “murder” in a way
that expands on the formal definitions
of today, with subtle nuances infused
with heartfelt compassion. In com-
menting on Exodus 20.13, early Jewish
scholars write as follows: “Sages un-
derstood ‘bloodshed’ to include em-
barrassing a fellow human being in
public so that the blood drains from
his or her face, not providing safe-
ty for travelers, and causing anyone
the loss of his or her livelihood. One
may murder by the hand or with the
tongue, by talebearing or by charac-
ter assassination. One may murder
by carelessness, by indifference . . .”
Thus, rabbinical interpretation of the
commandment includes more than just
the literal taking of life. Or, to put it
another way, accepted Jewish defini-
tions of murder go beyond the word’s
standard boundaries. It would not be
unreasonable, then, to include the kill-
ing of animals—which necessitates the
taking of life—under the general ru-



bric of murder, for this would in some
ways be less of a stretch than other
interpretations traditionally found
in conventional Jewish definitions of
the word.

But there is more. When Prabhupada
refers to the “Thou shalt not kill” com-
mandment, he generally refers to it as
“the commandment of Jesus Christ,”
or he will preface it by saying, “Jesus
says.” This is quite telling. In fact, the
New Testament reading of this com-
mandment seeks to expand on its orig-
inal definition: Luke (18.20), Mark
(10.19),and Matthew (5.21) all exhort
followers to go beyond conventional
understandings of this command. To
give but one example, let us look at
Matthew:“You have heard that it was
said to those in ancient times, ‘You
shall not murder’; and ‘whoever mur-
ders shall be liable to judgment.” But I
say to you that if you are angry with a
brother or sister, you will be liable to
judgment; and if you insult a brother
or sister ...”

In other words, we are no longer
talking about “murder” but of inap-

propriate treatment. True, these state-
ments address human interaction, first
and foremost. But given biblical ide-
als about the original diet of man,
which was vegetarian (see Genesis
1.29),and the ultimate vision of Isaiah
(11.6-9)—that all creatures will one
day live together in peace—it is clear-
ly desirable that man begins to treat
his co-inhabitors of the planet with
dignity and respect. He can begin by
not killing them.

COMMON-SENSE
COMPASSION

This is Prabhupada’s main point:
In whatever way the original Jewish
prophets and their modern represen-
tatives interpret the word “kill,” a reli-
gious person should be able to invoke
common sense and inborn human com-
passion—it is wrong to unnecessarily
kill any living being. Prabhupada be-
lieves that a practicing religionist, es-
pecially, should have the good sense,
character, and purity of purpose to
know that taking life is not in our

charge: We cannot create the life of
an animal, and so we have no right
to take it away. Prabhupada’s under-
standing of “Thou shalt not kill’is thus
clearly legitimate—especially in light
of the commandment’s restructuring
as found in the New Testament. This
is so because modern slaughterhouses
go against the very spirit of the entire
Judeo-Christian tradition—of religion
in general—which seeks to abolish
wrongful killing and to establish uni-
versal harmony and love throughout
the creation. &

This article was adapted from the
author’s book Holy Cow: The Hare
Krishna Contribution to Vegetarian-
ism and Animal Rights, just published
by Lantern Books and available from
the Krishna.com Store.

Satyaraja Dasa is a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada and a regular contributor
to BTG. He has written over twenty
books on Krsna consciousness. He lives
with his wife and daughter near New
York City.

HOLY NAME

(continued from page 14)

tion and culture. For example, mod-
ern social norms demand respect for
one’s employer, professor, or a district
court judge.

Unfortunately, there will always
be people seeking respect and pres-
tige by claiming spiritual authority,
just as there are criminals who dress
as policemen and phony schools and
businesses that cheat innocent people
of their money. A prospective dis-
ciple should therefore determine if
the guru is a disciple in a bona fide
line of teachers and disciples, just as
one examines the educational creden-
tials of university professors. A guru’s
main qualification is knowledge of
Krsna—not simply theoretical knowl-

edge, but realized knowledge demon-
strated by a practical life of dedica-
tion to the Lord.

Generally, when one finds a bona
fide guru, the relationship is established
for eternity. Still, a guru is obliged to
renounce a disciple who seriously or
repeatedly falls from the path, and a
disciple should reject a fallen guru.

FROM THE GURU,
ONE GETS KRSNA

If we please our spiritual master,
then Krsna in the form of His holy
name will easily reveal Himself to us,
even if we are not very qualified oth-
erwise. This principle operates even
in ordinary material dealings. For ex-
ample, a highly placed university pro-

fessor who feels that a certain student
shows promise can recommend that
student for an advanced program for
which the student would not ordinar-
ily be eligible. The institution will back
up the professor’s recommendation.
Krsna reciprocates in a similar way
with His dear devotees. If Krsna’s rep-
resentative is happy with our service,
Krsna accepts us despite our short-
comings. The obstacles to our chant-
ing are then easily removed, and our
progress is swift and sure. (%

Urmila Devi Dasi and her family run
a school in North Carolina. She is a
frequent contributor to BTG and the
major author and compiler of Vai-
kuntha Children, a guide to Krsna
conscious education for children.

“WHY SHOULD YOU KILL?”
(continued from page 15)

Srila Prabhupada: No.

Jesuit Priest: As food.

Srila Prabhupada: You “need” it. For
instance, if you can get nice fruits,
grains, milk, why do you need some
animal? You have to eat. You have to

eat to live. You do not have to kill. In
this way, if you can prepare nice food-
stuffs from grains, from fruits, from
flowers, from vegetables, from milk,
why should you kill the animals? A
reasonable man, a religious man—he
should have discrimination, that “If I
get my foodstuffs from here, why shall

I kill a big animal?”

Mother: Well, I always think it’s not
for me to condemn people, whatever
they do. All I ask for in life is ... 'm
not condemning you, but, uh ...
Srila Prabhupada: No, we are thinking
in that way. It is all right that we have
to eat some living entity, but there is

SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2004 « BACK TO GODHEAD 57



“The animal eaters—

they cannot have any conception of God.

a difference. If we can get our food-
stuffs without killing an animal . . .
Besides that, when you get the grains,
it is not actually killing. When you get
the fruits—I am getting these fruits
from the tree—it is not killing. The
fruits are there; I take them. They fall
down; I take them. The grains, also. It
is not killing.

Mother: Well, I think . .. No, well, I
don’t think we’re really worried about
whether we kill or you—

Srila Prabhupada: So, similarly, if I
take milk from the cows, that is also
the cows’ blood, but I don’t kill them.
SoifIcanlive in such a nice way, with-
out killing, if I get the fruits and flow-
ers and the milk and the grains, why
should I kill the animals?

Mother: There are a great number of
people being vegetarians today.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Mother: You’re not the only people.
I mean, a lot of people just have de-
cided ... Yes, they do this.

Srila Prabhupada: That is nice. That
is nice, very nice. They should be veg-
etarian.

Mother: But we don’t condemn peo-
ple who eat meat.

Srila Prabhupada: Being vegetarian
will make them less sinful. And that
will qualify them to go back to home,
back to Godhead. If they remain sin-
ful, they cannot go.

Jesuit Priest: Would you say that be-
cause we—and I talk about myself—
because I have meat and bacon and
soon,l am a...does that make me
sinful? If I didn’t eat those, I would
be less sinful?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Yes. That is
our philosophy.

Jesuit Priest: So if I give up eating
meat and bacon and sausages and
things, I'll suddenly become a differ-
ent person.

Srila Prabhupada: Then you become
pure. You become pure.

Jesuit Priest: That’s very interesting.
Disciple: Recently, a gentleman told
me exactly that. He’s a businessman
here in London, about forty years old,
and a member of the Mensa Society,
you know, for geniuses. And three
months ago, he decided—because
he had learned, had heard this from
Prabhupada’s followers—he decided
to become a vegetarian. And a few
weeks later, he said, “It’s amazing—
the difference in my consciousness.”
He said, “I've become a completely
different man.”

Srila Prabhupada: Well, yes. In the
Vedic literature it is said the animal
killers cannot understand God.
Mother: Well, this is very good, sir,
that you find this. Of course, this is
not my viewpoint.

Srila Prabhupada: No, no. From any
viewpoint, animal killing is not prac-
tical. I have seen the animal killers.
They do not understand what is God.
That is a fact. Nor have they got the
brain to understand it.

Mother: But for yourselves, you don’t
need a brain if you're not going to
study the sciences or to do anything
further.

Srila Prabhupada: No, we are study-
ing. And because we are preaching,
we are studying the science of God.
But the animal eaters—they cannot
have any conception of God. Their
brain is so dull.

Mother: What about your followers’
children? Do they go to school?
Srila Prabhupada: Why not?
Mother: And do they go to college?
Srila Prabhupada: They are now little
children. But we don’t wish to send
them to college. We have got suffi-
cient books.

Mother: So you’ll cut off their educa-
tion like that?

Srila Prabhupada: What is this non-
sense education?

Mother: Now, do you think that’s not
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Their brain is so dull.”

cruel to them?

Srila Prabhupada: We don’t care for
this.

Disciple: We cut off this nonsensical
education, this evolution propaganda,
that dead matter gives rise to life and
consciousness, so no need for a cre-
ator. We get our education from the
Vedas and our spiritual master. We
learn how to read and write and han-
dle numbers, and whatever we need
practically for our work. And we learn
the science of God from Srila Prabh-
upada, our spiritual master. And we
find that sufficient.

Jesuit Priest: But you're depending
on other people, then, to do the other
side of your life for you.

Srila Prabhupada: We are not depend-
ing on anyone.

Jesuit Priest: What happens if some-
body gets very ill tomorrow morning?
Srila Prabhupada: So we give them
medicine.

Mother: You call the doctor.

Srila Prabhupada: So do you mean to
say that because we may sometimes
require a medical man, we have to take
the education of a medical man?
Mother: But you don’t train people
to be medical men.

Srila Prabhupada: Our training is . . .
First of all, try to understand. For in-
stance, you have got four divisions in
your body for maintaining the body.
So you have the brain division, the
arm division, the belly division, and
the leg division. The leg is doing its
own work, walking. The hand is do-
ing its own work. And the belly is
doing its own work. And the brain is
doing its own work. When the brain
is working, it may require the help
of the leg. But the brain does not re-
quire to learn the business of the leg.
This is the idea. The brain sometimes
requires the help of the leg. But this
does not mean that the brain has to
learn how to walk, also. &
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Indore, Madhya Pradesh — 101 Chetak Arch, 7 MG Road/ Tel. (0731) 272665
Jaipur, Rajasthan — ISKCON Road, Opp. Vijay Path, Mansarovar, Jaipur 302 020 (mail: ISKCON,

84/230, Sant Namdev Marg, Opp. K.V. No. 5, Mansarovar, Jaipur 302 020)/ Tel. (0414)

2782765 or 2781860/ E-mail: jaipur@pamho.net
Jammu, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, c/o Shankar Charitable Trust, Shakti Nagar, Near AG

Office/ Tel. (01991) 233047
Katra, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Sri Kalika Mata Mandir, Katra Vaishnodevi/

Tel. (01991) 233047
Kolkata — 3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. (033) 247-3757 or -6075/ Fax: (033) 247-8515/

E-mail: spci@giasc101.vsnl.net.in

@ Kurukshetra, Haryana — 369 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132 118/ Tel. (01744) 234806
Lucknow, UP — 1 Ashok Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg, 226 018/

Tel. (0522) 223556 or 271551
Ludhiana, Punjab — Sterling Tower, Vrindavan Rd., Civil Lines, 141 001/ Tel. (161) 2770600 or

(161) 3118897 or 98159-40005/ E-mail: iskcon.ludhiana@pamho.net
Madras — (see Chennai)

Madurai, TN — 37 Maninagaram Main Road, 625 001/ Tel. (0452) 746472
& Mayapur, WB — ISKCON, Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham,

Dist. Nadia, 741 313/ Tel. (03472) 245239, 245240, or 245233/ Fax: (03472) 245238/

E-mail: mayapur.chandrodaya@pamho.net
Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133

4 Mumbai, Maharashtra (Bombay) — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (022) 2620-6860/

Fax: (022) 2620-5214/ E-mail: iskcon.juhu@pamho.net; guest.house.bombay@pamho.net
Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Opposite Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,

Near Babulnath Temple, Chowpatty, 400 007/ Tel. (022) 2369-7228/ Fax: (022) 2367-7941/

E-mail: radha-krishna.rns@pamho.net
Mumbai, Maharashtra — Shrusthi Complex, Mira Rd. (E), opposite Royal College, Dist. Thane,

401107/ Tel. (022) 2811-7795 or -7796/ Fax: (022) 2811-8875/

E-mail: jagjivan.gkd@pamho.net
Nagpur, Maharashtra — Sri Sri Radha Gopinath Mandir, 8 Shastri Layout, Ring Road, Khamla,

400 015/ Tel. (0712) 2273987 or 2273988/ E-mail: bhaktagaurav@hotmail.com

@ New Delhi — Hare Krishna Hill, Sant Nagar Main Rd., East of Kailash, 110 065/
Tel. (011) 2623-6133, 4, 5, 6, 7/ Fax: (011) 2621-5421 or 2628-0067/ E-mail:

mahamantra.gkg@pamho.net; (Guesthouse) neelsunder@mantraonline.com

New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh (West), 110 026/ Tel. (011) 25109851 or 25167478/
Fax: (011) 25167448/ E-mail: samba@pamho.net

Noida, UP — B-4, Sector 31, 201 301/ Tel. (095120) 245-4912 or 245-5015/
E-mail: vraja.bhakti.vilas.lok@pamho.net

Pandharpur, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River),
Dist. Sholapur, 413 304/ Tel. (02186) 267241 or 267242/ Email: iskconpdpr@rediff.com

Patna, Bihar — Arya Kumar Rd., Rajendra Nagar, 800 016/ Tel. (0612) 687637 or 685081/
Fax: (0612) 687635/ E-mail: krishna.kripa.jps@pamho.net

Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (020) 2633-2328 or 2636-1855/
E-mail: iyfpune@vsnl.com

Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuti, Swargadwar, 752 001/ Tel. (06752) 231440

Raipur, Chhatisgarh — Hare Krishna Land, Alopi Nagar, Opposite Maharshi Vidyalaya, Tatibandh,
Raipur 492 001/ Tel. (0771) 5037555/ E-mail: iskconraipur@yahoo.com

Ranaghat, West Bengal — Gourdham, Habiapur, Ranaghat, Dist. Nadia 741 403/ Tel. (03473) 281150
or 281226/ E-mail: shyamrup@pamho.net

Salem, Tamil Nadu — ISKCON, Hare Krishna Land, Rajaram Nagar, Salem 636 007/ Tel. (0427)
2418245/ E-mail: iskcon.salem@pamho.net

Secunderabad, AP — 27 St. John's Rd., 500 026/ Tel. (040) 780-5232/ Fax: (040) 814021

Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Dist. Cachar, 788 004/ Tel. (03842) 34615

Siliguri, WB — ISKCON Road, Gitalpara, 734 406/ Tel. (0353) 426619 or 539046 or 539082/
Fax: (0353) 526130

Solapur, Maharashtra — C-29/49 Naganaath Laghudyog Society, Near Karnik Nagar, Behind
Yalialinga Math, Solapur 413 006/ Tel. (098) 9012 8619/ E-mail: ekalavyadas@yahoo.com

Sri Rangam, TN — 93 Anna Mandapam Rd., A-1 Caitanya Apartments, 620 006/ Tel. (0431) 433945

Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel. (0261) 765891, 765516, or 773386/
E-mail: surat@pamho.net

Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), Kerala — T.C. 224/1485, WG Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 695 014/
Tel. (0471) 328197/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@pamho.net

Tirupati, AP — K.T. Rd., Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel. (0877) 2230114 or 2230009/
E-mail: revati.raman.jps@pamho.net

Udhampur, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Srila Prabhupada Marg, Srila Prabhupada Nagar/
Tel. (01992) 270298, 276146

Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKCON, Opposite Polytechnic, 388 121/ Tel. (02692) 230796
or 233012

Varanasi, UP — ISKCON, B 27/80 Durgakund Rd., Near Durgakund Police Station, Varanasi 221 010/
Tel. (0542) 246422 or 222617

Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh — Venkatapalem Karakatta Rd., Undavalli Village, Tadepalli Mandaal,
Vijayawada, Guntur Dist. 522 501/ Tel. (08645) 272513

Vishakapatnam, AP — ISKCON, 7-5-108 Pandurangapuram Beach Rd., 530 003/ Tel. (0891)
2528376/ E-mail: nitaisevini@hotmail.com

Vrindavan, UP — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathura Dist.,
281124/ Tel. (0565) 254-0021/ Fax: (0565) 2540-053/ E-mail: vrindavan@pamho.net;
(Guesthouse:) Tel. (0565) 254-0022; ramamani@sancharnet.in

Warangal, AP — Mulugu Rd., Ayappa Pidipally, 506 007/ Tel. (08712) 426182

RURAL COMMUNITIES
Ahmedabad District, Gujarat (Hare Krishna Farm) — Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)
Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj
Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dist. Gadhachiroli, 442 603/ Tel. (0218) 623473
Hyderabad, AP (New Naimisaranya Farm) — P. O. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., R.R. Dist.,
501 401/ Tel. (040) 4742018
Indore, MP (Krishna-Balarama Mandir) — Hare Krishna Vihar, Nipania Village/ Tel. (731) 572794
Karnataka (Bhaktivedanta Eco-Village) — Nagodi P.0., Vollur Valley, Hosanagar Talug, Shivmoga
District, 577 425 (mail: Garuda Guha, Kollur, D.K. District, 576 220)
Mayapur, WB — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)
Puri, Orissa — ISKCON, Bhaktivedanta Ashram, Sipasirubuli, 752 001/ Tel. (06752) 230494
Surat, Gujarat — Bhaktivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surat-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur,
P. 0. Gangadhara, Dist. Surat, 394 310/ Tel. (02622) 63546
Vrindavan, UP — Vrinda Kund, Nandagaon, Dist. Mathura, U.P./ E-mail: vrinda@aol.com

CANADA

Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth St. N.E., T2E 3S3/ Tel. (403) 265-3302/ Fax: (403) 547-0795/
E-mail: vamanstones@shaw.ca

Edmonton, Alberta — 9353 35th Ave., T6E 5R5/ Tel. (780) 439-9999/ E-mail: edonton@iskcon.ca

Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ Tel. & fax: (514) 521-1301/
E-mail: temple@iskconmontreal.com

Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St. E., KIN 6V4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544/ Fax: (613) 565-2575/
E-mail: iskconottawa@sympatico.ca

Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack St., S4T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-1640

@ Toronto, Ontario — 243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415/ Fax: (416) 922-1021/

E-mail: toronto@iskcon.net

Note for international phone calls: When dialing from outside the country, drop the “0” that begins most city codes (the numbers shown in parentheses).
Exception: For Russia, drop the initial “8.” Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we’ve skipped the codes for
North America (1) and India (91). @ Temples with restaurants or dining % New listing e Revised listing
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4 Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 S.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V/5J 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-9728/ Fax: (604)
648-8715; Govinda’s Bookstore and Cafe: (604) 433-7100 or (888) 433-8722/
E-mail: jaygo@telus.net

RURAL COMMUNITY
Ashcroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama (mail: P.0. Box 99, VOK 1A0, attn: Uttama Devi Dasi)/
Tel. (250) 453-2397/ Fax: (250) 453-2622 [attn: (250) 453-2397]/ E-mail:
uttamadd@yahoo.com

U.S.A.

e Alachua, Florida — 17306 N.W. 112th Bivd., 32615 (mail: P.0. Box 819, 32616)/ Tel. (386) 462-
2017/ Fax: (386) 462-3468/ E-mail: alachuatemple@alltel.net
4 Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., 30306/ Tel. & fax: (404) 377-8680/
E-mail: bala108@earthlink.net
Austin, Texas — 10700 Jonwood Way, 78753/ Tel. (512) 835-2121/ Fax: (512) 835-8479/
E-mail: harekrishna@swbell.net
Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. & fax: (410) 744-4069/
Fax: (410) 744 1624/ E-mail: info@baltimorekrishna.com
Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart Street, 94705/ Tel. (510) 649-8619/ Fax: (510) 665-9366/
E-mail: tp@iskconberkeley.com
Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/ E-mail: boise_temple@yahoo.com
Boston, Massachusetts — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/
E-mail: radhagopi@juno.com
Chicago, Illinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (773) 973-0900/ Fax: (773) 973-0526/
E-mail: information@iskconchicago.com
Columbus, Ohio — 379 W. Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/ Fax: (614) 294-0545/
E-mail: malati.achsp@pamho.net
& Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330/ Fax: (214) 823-7264/
E-mail: txkrishnas@aol.com; restaurant: vegetariantaste@aol.com
@ Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-9052/
E-mail: naikatma.acbsp@pamho.net
4 Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ Fax: (313) 822-3748/
E-mail: girigovardhana@hotmail.com
Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (352) 336-4183/ Fax: (775) 206-9478/
E-mail: info@krishnalunch.com
Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. & fax: (860) 289-7252/
E-mail: pyari@shcglobal.net
4 Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 595-3947/ E-mail: vrinda@aol.com
Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482/ Fax: (713) 956-9968/
E-mail: management@iskconhouston.org
Kansas City, Missouri — Rupanuga Vedic College (Men’s Seminary), 5201 The Paseo, 64110/
Tel. (800) 340-5286/ Fax: (816) 361-0509/ E-mail: info@rvc.edu
4 Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion St., 92651/ Tel. (949) 494-7029/ E-mail:
tuka108@hotmail.com
Las Vegas, Nevada — 5226 Sandstone Dr., 89142/ Tel. (702) 440-4998/ E-mail:
surapala@pamho.net
Long Island, New York — 197 S. Ocean Avenue, Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4909/
E-mail: garuda@optonline.net
@ Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676/ Fax: (310) 839-
2715/ E-mail: nirantara@juno.com; restaurant: arcita@webcom.com
Los Angeles, California — 3520-3526 Slauson Ave., 90043/ Tel. (323) 295-1517/
E-mail: Mr.Wisdomla@aol.com
4 Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/
Tel. (305) 442-7218/ Fax: (305) 444-7145
4 New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 486-3583/
E-mail: rrk196820@cs.com
@ New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714/
Fax: (718) 875-6127/ E-mail: ramabhadra@aol.com
New York, New York — 26 Second Avenue, 10003/ Tel. (212) 420-1130/
E-mail: webmaster@krishnanyc.com
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600/
Fax: (215) 247-8702/ E-mail: iskconphilly@aol.com
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South St., 19146/ Tel. (215) 985-9335/
E-mail: savecows@aol.com
Phoenix, Arizona — 100 S. Weber Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel. (480) 705-4900/ Fax: (480) 705-
4901/ E-mail: svgd108@yahoo.com
Portland, Oregon — 3766 SE Division, 97202/ Tel. (503) 236-6734; E-mail: iskconoregon@hotmail.com
@ St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085 or 534-1708 or 535-2696/
Fax: (314) 535-0672/ E-mail: iskcon.stl@pamho.net
4 San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (858) 483-2500/
Fax: (858) 483-0941/ E-mail: gandharvika@pamho.net
San Jose, California — 2990 Union Ave., 95124/ Tel. (408) 559-3197/ Fax: (408) 369-8073/
E-mail: bhvatsala@hotmail.com
Seattle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. S.E., Sammamish, 98075/ Tel. (425) 391-3293/
Fax: (425) 868-8928/ E-mail: iskconseattle@yahoo.com
Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic St., 32304/ Tel. & fax: (850) 224-3803/
E-mail: darudb@hotmail.com
Tampa, Florida — 14610 North 17th St., Lutz 33549/ Tel. (813) 971-6474/
E-mail: iskcontampa@hotmail.com
Towaco, New Jersey — 100 Jacksonville Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 109), 07082/ Tel. & fax: (973)
299-0970/ E-mail: newjersey@iskcon.net
4 Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ Fax: (520) 791-0906/
E-mail: tucphx@cs.com
Washington, D.C. — 10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100/
Fax: (301) 299-5025/ E-mail: sri.trikalajna.mg@pamho.net
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RURAL COMMUNITIES

Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Road, 39426/ Tel. (601) 749-9460
or 799-1354/ Fax: (601) 799-2924/ E-mail: talavan@mypicayune.com

Guraho, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — Carr. 181, Km. 16.3, Bo. Santa Rita, Gurabho
(mail: HC-01, Box 8440, Gurabo, PR 00778)/ (Office) Tel. & fax: (787) 737-4265/ (Temple)
Tel. (787)712-0358/ E-mail: iskconpr@hotmail.com

Hillshorough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/
Tel. (919) 732-6492/ Fax: (919) 732-8033/ E-mail: bkgoswami@compuserve.com

Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindaban) — R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/
Tel. (304) 843-1600; Guest House, (304) 845-5905/ Fax: (304) 854-0023/
E-mail: mail@newvrindaban.com

Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel. (931) 759-6888/
E-mail: visnujana@hotmail.com

Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. & fax: (717) 527-4101/
E-mail: vrajalila@acsworld.net

Sandy Ridge, North Carolina — 1264 Prabhupada Rd., 27046/ Tel. (336) 593-9888

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Gainesville, Florida — Radha’s Vegetarian Cafe, 125 NW 23rd Ave., Ste. 17, 32609/ Tel. (352) 378-2955

San Juan, Puerto Rico — Gopal, 201B Calle Tetuan, Viejo San Juan, 00901/ Tel. (787) 724-0229

Seattle, Washington — My Sweet Lord, 5521 University Way, 98105/ Tel. (425) 643-4664

Tallahassee, Florida — Higher Taste, 411 St. Francis St., 32301/ Tel. (850) 894-4296

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE/
Tel. +44 (028) 9062 0530

Coventry, England — Kingfield Rd., Coventry (mail: 19 Gloucester St., Coventry CV1 3BZ)/
Tel. +44 (024) 7655 2822 or 5420/ E-mail: haridas.kds@pamho.net

Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire, ML11 OES/
Tel. +44 (01555) 894790/ Fax: +44 (01555) 894526/ E-mail: karunabhavan@aol.com

Leicester, England — 21 Thoresby St., North Evington, LE5 4GU/ Tel. +44 (0116) 276 2587 or
(07887) 560 260/ E-mail: gauranga@gauranga.org

Liverpool, England — 114 Bold St., L1 4HY/ Tel. +44 (01555) 894-790

London, England (city) — 10 Soho St., W1D 3DL/ Tel. +44 (020) 7437-3662; residential /pujaris,
7439-3606; shop, 7287-0269; Govinda’s Restaurant, 7437-4928/ Fax: +44 (020) 7439-1127/
E-mail: london@pamho.net

London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Lane, Watford, Herts,
WD25 8EZ/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244/ Fax: +44 (01923) 852896/ E-mail: bhaktivedanta.
manor@pamho.net; (for accommodations:) accommodations.requests@pamho.net

London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Road, South Norwood, SE25 5NG/ Tel. +44 (020) 8656 4296

London, England (north) — 176 Royal College St., Camden, NW10SP/ Tel. +44 (0207) 485 4188
or (0790) 642 0827/ E-mail: foodforalluk@aol.com

Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, M16 8FT/ Tel. +44 (0161) 226-4416

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., NE4 6AR/ Tel. +44 (0191) 272 1911/
E-mail: bhakti.rasa@pamho.net

Plymouth, England — 2 Windermere Crescent, Derriford, PL6 5SHX/ Tel +44 (01752) 776708/
E-mail: dhirasanta@aol.com

Romford, England — 3 Rowan Walk, Hornchruch, RM11 2JA/ tel. +44 (01708) 454092

RURAL COMMUNITIES

County Wicklow, Ireland — Shantivan Dham, Rathgorragh, Kiltegan/ Tel. +353 (087) 9921332/
Fax: +353 (01) 4786204/ E-mail: prabhosa.sdg@pamho.net

Lisnaskea, Northern Ireland — Govindadwipa Dhama, Inisrath Island, Co. Fermanagh, BT92 9GN/
Tel. +44 (028) 6772 1512/ E-mail: govindadwipa@pamho.net

London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)
(Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than forty other cities in the U.K.
For information, contact ISKCON Reader Services, P.0. Box 730, Watford WD25 8EZ,
UK; www.iskcon.org.uk)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Dublin, Ireland — Govinda’s, 4 Aungier St., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01) 475-0309/ Fax: (01) 478-6204
E-mail: pragosa@connect.ie
Swansea, Wales — Govinda’s, 8 Craddock St., SA1 3EN/ Tel. +44 (01792) 468469/
E-mail: govin_das@hotmail.com

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA

Adelaide — 25 Le Hunte St., Kilburn, SA 5084/ Tel. +61 (08) 8359-5120/ Fax: (08) 8359-5149

Brishane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indurupilly), QLD 4068/
Tel. +61 (07) 3379-5455/ Fax: +61 (07) 3379-5880

Canberra — 1 Quick St., Ainslie, ACT 2602 (mail: P.0. Box 1411, Canberra, ACT 2601)/
Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6262-6208/ E-mail: adi@actweb.net

Derby — 8 Charles St., 7264 (mail: P.0. Box 11)/ Tel. +61 (0403) 696 309

Melbourne — 197 Danks St. (mail: P.0. Box 125), Albert Park , VIC 3206/ Tel. +61 (03) 9699-5122/
Fax: +61 (03) 9690-4093/ E-mail: iskcon@bigpond.net.au

Newcastle — 28, Bull St., Mayfield, NSW 2304/ Tel. +61 (02) 4967-7000/
E-mail: iskcon_newcastle@yahoo.com.au

Perth — 144 Railway Parade (corner of The Strand) [mail: P.0. Box 102], Bayswater, WA 6053/
Tel. +61 (08) 9370-1552/ Fax: +61 (08) 9272-6636/ E-mail: perth@pamho.net

Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 (mail: P.0. Box 459, Cammeray, NSW 2062)/
Tel. +61 (02) 9959-4558/ Fax: +61 (02) 9957-1893/ E-mail: sraduucp@sraddha.dialix.oz.au

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Bambra (New Nandagram) — 50 Seaches Outlet, off 1265 Winchelsea Deans Marsh Rd., Bambra VIC
3241/ Tel. +61 (03) 5288-7383/ E-mail: iskcon@bigpond.net.au

Cessnock, NSW — New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mount View Rd., Millfield, near Cessnock
[mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock]), NSW 2325/ Tel. +61 (02)4998-800/ Fax: (Sydney temple)
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Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella (mail: P.0. Box 685), NSW 2484/
Tel. +61 (02) 6672-6579/ Fax: +61 (02) 6672-5498/ E-mail: ajita@in.com.au

RESTAURANTS

Adelaide — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 79 Hindley St., SA 5000/ Tel. +61 (08) 8231-5258

Brishane — Govinda’s, 99 Elizabeth St., 1st floor, QLD 4000/ Tel. +61 (07) 3210-0255

Melbourne — Crossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-2939

Melbourne — Gopal’s, 139 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-1578

New Castle — Krishna’s Vegetarian Cafe, 110 King Street, corner of King & Wolf Streets, NSW
2300 Tel. +61 (02) 4929-6900

Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/ Tel. +61 (08) 9227-
1684/ E-mail: perth@pamho.net

Sydney — Govinda’s Upstairs,112 Darlinghurst Road, Darlinghurst NSW 2010/
Tel. +61 (02) 9380-5155

Sydney — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 529B King St., Newtown, NSW 2042/ Tel. +61 (02)
9550-6524

NEW ZEALAND, FIJI, AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Christchurch, NZ — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190, Christchurch)/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-
5174/ Fax: +64 (03) 366-1965/ E-mail: iskconchch@clear.net.nz
Labasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912
Lautoka, Fiji — 5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax: +679 663039
Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243
Suva, Fiji — Joyce Place, Off Pilling Rd., Nasinu 7% miles (mail: P.0. Box 2183, Govt. Bldgs.)/
Tel. +679 393 599/ Fax: +679 314 583/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj
Wellington, NZ — 105 Newlands Rd., Newlands (mail: P.0. Box 2753)/ Tel. +64 (04) 478-4108/
E-mail: jageevandas.mvgm@paradise.net.nz
RURAL COMMUNITY
Auckland, NZ (New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course
(mail: R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 412-8075/ Fax: +64 (09) 412-7130

RESTAURANTS

Auckland, NZ — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 268 Karangahape Rd./ Tel. +64 (09) 300-7585

Hamilton, NZ — Gaura’s Place Vegetarian Restaurant, 555 Victoria St./ Tel. +64 (07) 839-3558/
E-mail: yatrafamily@paradise.net.nz

Labasa, Fiji — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Road/ Tel. +679 811364

Lautoka, Fiji — Gopal’s, Corner of Yasawa St. and Naviti St./ Tel. +679 662990

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Dolphins FNPF Place, Victoria Parade/
Tel. +679 314154/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Opposite University of the South Pacific,
Laucala Bay Rd./ Tel. +679 311683/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 18 Pratt St/ Tel. +679 314154

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 82 Ratu Mara Rd., Samabula/ Tel. +679 386333

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Terry Walk, Cumming St./ Tel. +679 312295

EUROPE (partial list)*

Amsterdam — Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 JX/ Tel. +31 (020) 675-1404 or -1694/
Fax: +31 (020) 675-1405/ E-mail: amsterdam@pamho.net

Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12, Entlo 2, 08002/ Tel. +34 93 302-5194/ E-mail:
templobcn@hotmail.com

Bergamo, Italy — Villaggio Hare Krishna (da Medolago strada per Terno d’Isola), 24040
Chignolo d'Isola (BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 4940706

Budapest — Mariaremetei ut. 77, Budapest 1028 1/ Tel. +36 (01) 397-0435, 397-0436/
E-mail: budapest@pamho.net

Copenhagen — Skjulhoj Alle 44, 2720 Vanlose, Copenhagen/ Tel. +45 (042) 286446/
Fax: +45 (042) 287331/ E-mail: tempel@krishna.dk

Grodinge, Sweden — Radha-Krishna Temple, Korsnés Gard, 14792 Grodinge, Tel.+46 (08)
53029800/ Fax: +46 (08) 53025062 / E-mail: bmd@pamho.net

Helsinki — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D (IIl krs) 00180/ Tel. +358 (9) 694-9879/ Fax: +358 (9) 694-
9837/ E-mail: krishna@saunalahti.fi

Lishon — Rua Dona Estefania, 91 R/C 1000 Lishoa/ Tel. & fax: +351(01) 314-0314 or 352-0038/
E-mail: iskcon.lisbon@pamho.net

Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid/ Tel. +34 91 521-3096

Paris — 35 Rue Docteur Jean Vaquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. & fax: +33 (01) 4303-0951/
E-mail: paramgati.swami@pamho.net

Prague — Jilova 290, Prague 5 - Zlicin 155 21/ Tel. +42 (02) 5795-0391/
E-mail: info@vedavision.cz

Radhadesh, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, 6940 Septon-Durbuy/ Tel. +32 (086) 322926
(restaurant: 321421)/ Fax: +32 (086) 322929/ E-mail: radhadesh@pamho.net

Rome — via Santa Maria del Pianto, 15-17, 00186/ Tel. +36 (06) 68891540/ E-mail:
lilasukha@libero.it

Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240/ Tel. +46 (08) 654-9002/ Fax: +46 (08) 650-881;
Restaurant: Tel. & fax: +46 (08) 654-9004/ E-mail: lokanatha@hotmail.com

Vienna — Reinprechtsdorferstr. 43/5, A-1050/ Tel. +43 (01) 547-1004/ E-mail:
iskconwien@hotmail.com

Warsaw — Mysiadlo, k. Warszawa, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11 (mail: MTSK, 02-770,
Warszawa 130, P.0. Box 257)/ Tel. +48 (022) 750-7797 or -8248/ Fax: +48 (022) 750-8249

Ziirich — Bergstrasse 54, 8030 (mail: P.0. Box 116)/ Tel. +41 (01) 262-3388/ Fax: +41 (01) 262-
3114/ E-mail: kgs@pamho.net

RURAL COMMUNITIES

France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d’Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Méle/
Tel. +33 (02) 5440-2395/ Fax: +33 (02) 5440-2823/ E-mail: argm@wanadoo.fr

Germany (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/
Tel. +49 (08583) 316/ Fax: +49 (08583) 1671

Hungary (New Vraja-dhama) — Krisna-volgy, 8699 Somogyvamos, Fo u, 38/ Tel. & fax:
+36 (085) 540-002 or 340-185/ E-mail: krisna-volgy@pamho.net

Italy (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Scopeti 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (FL)/
Tel. +39 (055) 820054/ Fax: +39 (055) 828470/ E-mail: isvaripriya@libero.it

Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 949 280436

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002/ Tel. +34 (93)
318-7729

Copenhagen — Govinda’s, Norre Farimagsgade 82, DK-1364 Kbh K/ Tel. +45 3333 7444

Milan — Govinda’s, Via Valpetrosa 5, 20123/ Tel. +39 (02) 862417

Oslo — Krishna’s Cuisine, Kirkeveien 59B, 0364/ Tel. +47 (02) 260-6250

Vienna — Govinda, Lindengasse 2A, 1070/ Tel. +43 (01) 522-2817

Ziirich — Govinda Veda-Kultur, Preyergrasse 16, 8001/ Tel. & fax: +41 (01) 251-8859/
E-mail: info@govinda-shop.ch

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)*

Kiev — ul. Menjinskogo, 21-b., 252054/ Tel. +380 (8044) 244-4944
Moscow — 8/3, Khoroshevskoye sh. (mail: P.0. Box 69), 125284/ Tel. +7 (095) 255-6711/
Tel. & fax: +7 (095) 945-3317

ASIA (partial list)*

Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak St., Banagram, 1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 236249/
Fax: (02) 837287/ E-mail: iskcon@citechco.net

Hong Kong — 6/F Oceanview Court, 27 Chatham Road South (mail: P.0. Box 98919)/
Tel. +852 (2) 739-6818/ Fax: +852 (2) 724-2186/ E-mail: iskcon.hong.kong@pamho.net

Jakarta, Indonesia — Yayasan Radha-Govinda, P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/
Tel. +62 (021) 489-9646/ E-mail: matsyads@bogor.wasantara.net.i

Katmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha (mail: GPO Box 3520)/ Tel. +977 (01) 373790 or 373786/
Fax: +977 (01) 372976 (Attn: ISKCON)/ E-mail: iskcon@wlink.com.np

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, 58200 Kuala Lumpur/
Tel. +60 (3) 7980-7355/ Fax: +60 (3) 7981-1644/ E-mail: uttama@tm.net.my

Manila, Philippines — 52 Copenhagen St., Merville Park Subdivision, Paranaque, Metro Manila
1700/ Tel. +63 (02) 824-5247/ Fax: (02) 823-8689/ E-mail: sridam.gds@pamho.net

Myitkyina, Myanmar — ISKCON Sri Jagannath Temple, Bogyoke Street, Shansu Taung, Myitkyina,
Kachin State/ E-mail: mahanadi@mptmail.net.mm

Tokyo, Japan — Subaru 1F, 4-19-6 Kamitakada, Nakano-ku, Tokyo 164-0002/ Tel. +81 (03) 5343-
9147 or (090) 6544-9284/ Fax: +81 (03) 5343-3812/ E-mail: damodara@krishna.jp

LATIN AMERICA (partial list)*

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054, Villa Urquiza, CP 1431/
Tel. +54 (01) 523-4232/ Fax: +54 (01) 523-8085/ E-mail: iskcon-ha@gopalnet.com

Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 or 309420/
Fax: +564 302108/ E-mail: gurumanl@ecua.net.ec

Lima, Peru — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (014) 444-2871

Mexico City, Mexico — Tiburcio Montiel 45, Colonia San Miguel, Chapultepec D.F,, 11850/
Tel. +52 (55) 273-1953/ Fax: +52 (55) 2725944

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil — Rua Vilhena de Moraes, 309, Barra da Tijuca, Rio de Janeiro, RJ,
22793-140/ Tel. +55 (031) 2431-1887/ E-mail: iskconrio@yahoo.com

San Salvador, EI Salvador — (mail: Apartado Postal 1506)/ Tel. +503 780799

Sao Paulo, Brazil — Av. Angelica, 2583, Santa Cecelia, CEP 01227 200/ Tel. +55 (011) 259-7352

West Coast Demerara, Guyana — Sri Gaura Nitai Ashirvad Mandir, Lot “B,” Nauville Flanders
(Crane Old Road), West Coast Demerara/ Tel. +592 254 0494/ E-mail:
prabhupadadeva@yahoo.com

AFRICA (partial list)*

Accra, Ghana — Samsam Rd., Off Accra-Nsawam Hwy., Medie, Accra North (mail: P.0. Box
11686)/ Tel. & fax +233 (021) 229988

Cape Town, South Africa — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689-1529/
Fax: +27 (021) 686-8233/ E-mail: cape.town@pamho.net

Durban, South Africa — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle, Unit 5 (mail: P.0. Box 56003),
Chatsworth, 4030/ Tel. +27 (031) 403-3328/ Fax: +27 (031) 403-4429/ E-mail:
iskcon.durban@pamho.net

Johanneshurg, South Africa — 58 Kingston Ave., Auckland Park (mail: P.0. Box 649)/
Tel. +27 (011)726-1168 or (083) 231-0878

Lagos, Nigeria — 12, Gani Williams Close, off Osolo Way, Ajao Estate, International Airport Rd.
(mail: P.0. Box 8793, Marina)/ Tel. & fax +234 (01) 876169

Lenasia, South Africa— 7971 Capricorn Ave. (Entrance on Nirvana Dr.), Ext. 9, Lenasia
(mail: P. 0. Box 926, Lenasia, 1820)/ Tel. +27 (082) 332-9680/ Fax: +27 (011) 852-3176/
E-mail: iskconjb@freemail.absa.co.za

Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.0. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248

Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28946)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365/ Fax: +254 (02) 740957

Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre Bornes)/
Tel. +230 696-5804/ Fax: +230 696-8576/ E-mail: iskcon.hkl@intnet.mu

Port Harcourt, Nigeria — Umuebule 11, 2nd tarred road (mail: P.0. Box 4429), Trans Amadi

Pretoria, South Africa — 1189 Church St., Hatfield, 0083 (mail: P.0. Box 14077, Hatfield, 0028)/
Tel. & fax: +27 (12) 342-6216/ E-mail: iskconpt@global.co.za
RURAL COMMUNITY

Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban/ Tel. +230 418-3185 or
418-3955/ Fax: +230 418-6470

The full list appears in the January/February and July/August issues.
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A Near-Life Experience

NEAR-DEATH EXPERIENCES change peo-
ple, often starting them on a sincere spiritual
search. But they only happen to people ex-
tremely close to death who live to tell about
it. So most of us won’t get the benefit of such
a traumatic event to jump-start our spiritual
lives. The Krsna consciousness movement of-
fers an alternative: a near-life experience.

Lord Krsna teaches in the Bhagavad-gita
that real life exists on the platform of the soul.
The body is always dead—it displays symp-
toms of life only while the soul is present. So,
strictly speaking, a life absorbed in the body
and everything related to it is not really life
at all.

The Krsna conscious life offers a chance
to get near the real life of the soul free from
the chains of matter. Unlike some religious
traditions, the Krsna consciousness movement
doesn’t claim that its members are saved merely
by membership. Krsna consciousness entails
the practice of living like the souls who exist
eternally in God’s company. Life in the spiri-
tual world is real life. We approach that life
through acts that mirror what goes on there.

While one could say that the Krsna con-
scious life here on earth is full life, our bodies
will always limit how much we can replicate
the life of the liberated souls in the spiritu-
al world. In Brhad-Bhagavatamrta, Sanatana
Gosvami gives a vivid description of Vaikun-
tha, the part of the spiritual world where Krsna
as Lord Narayana is worshiped like a king,
with full respect and limitless opulence. A
striking feature of Vaikuntha is that the souls
there can assume any form they desire for
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their service to the Lord. And no matter what
the form, the residents of Vaikuntha can move
from place to place at will and do many other
things impossible for us.

Whether we know it or not, our actions in
this world reveal that we all naturally yearn
for a life of complete freedom. But that’s avail-
able only in the spiritual world, a place reached
only by those who never misuse their freedom.
They can do whatever they want because, hav-
ing awakened their innate love for God, they
want only to please Him. And they think of
endless ways to do so.

In Krsna consciousness we often refer to
degrees of perfection. So while it may seem
that nothing can surpass Vaikuntha, spiritual
realms above it, especially Goloka Vrndavana,
the abode of Lord Krsna, provide even greater
freedom. Vrndavana’s unequalled opulence is
the freedom to enjoy with God in the familiar-
ity of unrestricted love. Krsna’s parents have
the freedom to punish Him, His girlfriends the
freedom to refuse His advances, and His play-
mates the freedom to wrestle with Him and
defeat Him in games.

The freedoms of the spiritual world spring
from pure love and selfless service. The culture
of Krsna consciousness in this world delivers a
taste of that freedom. In presenting the teach-
ings of Lord Krsna, Srila Prabhupada always
invited people to associate with devotees of
Krsna and take advantage of all the ways we
can experience—as closely as is possible in our
situation—the happiness of the real life that is
the life of the soul.

—Nagaraja Dasa



Prabhupada’s Books

Srimad-Bhagavatam
—One of India’s most sacred texts, Srimad-Bhagavatam
(Bhagavata Purana) is a virtual encyclopedia of Krsna
consciousness. Hardbound, 18 volumes, 17,900 pages,
dust jackets and bookmarks. $399.95 BSBF

[ THE JOURAEY Of
: ;"-I LFDISCOVERT

The Journey of Self-
Discovery—How the
Vedic literature can help
us resolve all personal
and social conflicts and
satisfy the soul’s timeless
thirst for perfection.
Hardbound, 283 pages,

7 color plates, 5%2"x 8%".

$9.95 BJSD

Light of the Bhagavata
—Spiritual teachings

drawn from the description

of autumn in Vrndavana.

Oriental-style illustrations.

Hardbound, 147 color
pages, 48 color plates, 4
oversize foldout pages,
5%"x 8%". $7.95 BLOB

(Call about
our installment
program.)

Easy Journey to Other
Planets—Beyond the
material creation is our

eternal home with Krsna.

Matter or spirit? How to
intelligently choose your
ultimate destination.
Softbound, 87 pages, 4"x
7". $1.95 BEJ]

i
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The Matchless Gift
—The matchless gift
is permanent freedom
from material suffering.
But how to obtain the
gift? What is the price
to pay? 118 pages, fully
indexed, 4"x 7". $2.95
BMGP

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta

—Complete in one vol-
ume. Easy-to-read type,
roman transliteration

of original Bengali text,

translations, purports, full

index. Hardbound, 106

color plates, 1,608 pages.

$69.95 BCC1V

The Perfection

of Yoga—Beyond
postures and breathing
techniques, the ancient
teachings of yoga aim
at lasting loving union
with God. Softbound,
56 pages, 8 color plates,
4"x 7". $2.95 BPOY

Beyond Birth and
Death—We, as souls,
are continuously travel-
ing from body to body.
How can we break

this cycle forever?
Softbound, 56 pages,

6 color plates, 4"x 7".
$1.50 BBBD

Bhagavad-gita As It
Is—Same text as Deluxe
edition, but with new
size and layout for more
convenience—at a

more attractive price!
Hardbound, 924 pages,
16 color plates, 5%"x
914" $14.95 BBGH2

Chant and Be Happy
—Srila Prabhupada’s
conversations with
George Harrison and
John Lennon about
chanting the maha-
mantra. Softbound, 118
pages, 7 color plates, 44"
x 7" $2.95 BCBH

Elevation to Krsna
Consciousness—
Spiritual elevation or
evolution is a simple
matter of reawakening
our original God con-
sciousness. Softbound,
106 pages, 4"x 7", fully
indexed. $1.95 BEKC

Sri Isopanisad—

The essential Vedic
teachings on the
universal nature of
personality are sum-
marized in this foremost
of the 108 Upanisads.
Softbound, 129 pages,
5%"x 8%". $2.95

BSIS
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Dharma: The Way

of Transcendence—
Compiled from Prabhu-
pada’s commentary and
classes on the second
chapter of Srimad-
Bhagavatam. Hardbound,
150 pages, 5%"x 82",
$7.95 BDH

Perfect Questions,
Perfect Answers
—A series of meetings
with Srila Prabhupada
transforms the life of a

Peace Corps worker in
India. Softbound, 108
pages, 7"x 4%4" $2.95

BPQPA
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New Books by Devotees

Cimvle

Simple Truth—By
Robert W. Carol
(Parnaprajiia Dasa).

A personal story about
how the author, although
born and raised in a
typical American family,
became gradually
convinced of the wis-
dom of Vedic culture.
Softbound, 254 pages.
$6.95 OSTR

Sri Madhava
Mahotsava—By Srila
Jiva Gosvami. Translated
by Bhanu Swami and
produced by Mahanidhi
Swami. A description

of the coronation of
Radha as the queen of
Vrndavana. Hardbound,
110 pages, 5%" x 8%".
$6.95 OSMADI1

Preorder Now!

God & Science: Divine
Causation and the
Laws of Nature—By
Richard L. Thompson
(Sadapita Dasa).
Essays examining the
relationship between
modern science and
the Vaisnava tradition
of India. (Available in
September.) Softbound,
232 pages, 6" x 9".
$12.95 OSGDC

Lectures on Sri
Caitanya-caritamrta
—By Niranjana Swami
A collection of lectures
on the $ri Caitanya-
caritamrta by His
Holiness Nirafijana
Swami. Hardbound,
548 pages. $12.95
OLCC

[t

By His Example: The
Wit and Wisdom of
A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada—
By Gurudas. A disciple’s
personal anecdotes
showing how Prabhupada
taught by his example,
and with humor and
compassion. Softbound,
270 pages, 29 photos, 6"
x 9".$15.95 OBHE

sEnra Warkom

Spiritual Warrior
IV: Conquering
the Enemies of
the Mind—By B. T.
Swami (Bhakti Tirtha
Swami). Guidelines for
meeting the challenges
of today and becoming
true spiritual warriors.
Softbound, 285 pages.
$14.95 OSW4

Sri Caitanya-bhaga-
vata: Antya-khanda,
Part One—Translated
by Bhamipati Dasa. Like
the rest of the series, this
sixth volume includes
the translated purports
of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura. Hard-
bound, 500 pages, 5%" x
8%". $17.50 OSCB06

Spiritual Warrior V:
Making the Mind
Your Best Friend—
—By B. T. Swami
(Bhakti Tirtha Swami).
More guidelines for
meeting the challenges
of today and becoming
true spiritual warriors.
Softbound, 275 pages,
$14.95 OSW5

$23.95 OPTGP
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Holy Cow—DBy Steven
Rosen (Satyaraja Dasa).
Describes how deeply
Hare Krsna devotees have
influenced the vegetarian
movement in the U.S
and Europe and its call
for nonviolence toward
all living beings. Preface
by Chrissie Hynde.
Softbound, 192 pages.
$17.00 OHCV

Gayatri Mahima
Madhuri—By Maha-
nidhi Swami. A
detailed discussion of
the Gayatri mantras
chanted by ISKCON
brahmanas and other
Gaudiya Vaisnavas.
Hardbound, 172 pages.
$8.95 OGMM

Paiica-tattva Bundle—Get all
three of these items at a special
20% savings! (1) The Advent of
Paiica-tattva: softbound book, 96
pages, beautiful photos and art; (2)
Installation of the Pafica-tattva Deities
in Mayapur, DVD; (3) Back to God-
head Special Issue—]July/August *04.



Musical Instruments

Sitar—First-class 55" professional
sitar. Includes instruction manual,
extra strings, and a heavy-duty
fiberglass case with flannel lining
and cotton padding. $669:95
$499.95 MSIT (To order,
please call.)

Karatalas—Traditional
Indian hand cymbals
for accompanying
devotional song. Made
of sturdy and melodious
bell-metal, with fabric
holding ties.

Small $6.95 MKS,
Medium $8.95 MKM

Mrdanga Drum—This great-
sounding drum combines the
traditional heads and straps of a clay
mrdanga with a durable fiberglass
body. Standard size. Comes with a
colorful cloth cover. $189.00
MFCM

CDs and DVDs

Tanpura—
Professional
55" four-string
tanpura. Perfect
for bhajanas.
Excellent sound
and quality.
Comes with a

black carrying
case. $449:95
$349.95 MTAN
(To order, please
call.)

Harinam in Prague
—A professionally

Krishna Conscious
Plays—Collected
and edited by Radha
Damodara Dasa.
The text of over 400
Krsna conscious play

Sri Siksastakam—
By Atmarama Dasa.
Lord Caitanya’s eight
verses have been put
to music in a heartfelt
production. CD.

produced documentary
about the chanting of
Hare Krsna in the streets
of Prague. DVD. $14.95

Little Vaisnava
Songs, Vol. 1—
By Mrgaksi Dasi
and Family. Krsna
conscious children’s
songs. Remastered

Way of Love: Divya
Lila—Vaiyasaki Dasa.
Bhajanas accompanied
by many traditional
Indian instruments.
CD. Approximately 55

VDHNP

scripts on CD. $14.95

$15.95 DSSA

CD. $14.95 DLVS1

minutes. $14.95 DWOL

Phalguni Purnima
Tithi—Music CD by
Gadadhar Pandit Dasa.
Tracks include Woh Shubh
Dinka, Hari Bole Hamara
Gaur Aye, Radha Bhajan
Yadi, Phalguni Purnima
Tithi, and many more.
$14.95 DPPT1 (Bengali)
DPPT2 (Hindi)

Sri Mayapur Dhama
—This multimedia CD
takes you on an exciting
trip into the birthplace
of Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu. Over 400 images
and audio clips. For
Windows 95 or above.
$12.95 DMMP4

Caitanya-Bhagavata—
By Vrndavana Dasa
Thakura; narrated by
Damodara Dasa. Thirty
hours of narration with
background music and
bhajanas in MP3 audio.
$24.95 OCB3

As Kindred Spirits:
Nitai Pada—(3-song
CD) Artists: Gaura Vani,
Sandeep Mody, Guru
Nistha, and Jvala Mukhi.
1. Nitai Pada Kamala.

2. 10 Million Moons.

3. Surrender. $6.95
DAKSNP

Krishna Edutainment
—This CD contains
over 75 crossword puz-
zles, jigsaw puzzles, and
word-search puzzles, all
based on Krsna con-
scious themes. For ages 8

and up. $12.00 DKEDU
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Jaya Jagannatha!

Jagannatha
Umbrellas—
Brightly colored
Lord Jagannatha is
your shelter from
the elements.
Large size is 35"
long, has a curved
handle made of
sturdy wood, and
can double as a
walking cane.
Small size also has
a wooden handle,
with nylon strap
and cover, and is
small enough to fit
in a purse. $19.95
Large: EJPS
Small: EJU03

Jagannatha Festival T-shirt—White cotton. Size small
only. $+4:95 $8.99 LTJF

KRISHNA.COM STORE

P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA e (800) 800-3284
Outside USA & Canada: +1 (386) 462-1241 or fax (386) 462-1761

E-mail: store@krishna.com ® Web: www.krishna.com/store

Get a FREE gift with a purchase of $35 or more!

Please send me:
(Include item codes when ordering. Please print clearly.) Qty‘ Amount

Jagannatha Necklace Pendant—DBeautiful
and sturdy, this colorful pendant matches
with everything and blesses you and
everyone who sees it. 144". $5.95 EJNP04

(To order additional items, use a separate sheet.)

Subtotal
[ Credit card Amt. enclosed
[ Check/ money order

Make checks payable to Krishna.com. (US funds only.) For subscriptions, make
checks payable to Back to Godhead. We accept the following credit cards: VISA,
MasterCard, American Express, Discover.

Name

Address Apt.
City State Zip

Tel. E-mail

Card no. Exp. S.C.**

Signature,

*Orders outside US, add 30% of order value. **Security code. Orders cannot be processed without 3-digit code on back of card.

| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
: :
I Payment method: S /H (min. $6.80; orders over $60, add 10%)* — I
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |

Jagannatha Glow-in-the-Dark Wall Clock—
S S - 11" in diameter. $23.95 EJCLOCK




Vedic Thoughts

One who takes shelter of the
Supreme Lord has nothing to fear, even
in the midst of the greatest calamity.

His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Bhagavad-gita As It Is 1.19, Purport

L 4

Krsna is the Supreme Personality
of Godhead and the cause of all
causes. He 1s the original creator, main-
tainer, and annihilator, of all universes.
Whenever Lord Brahma and Lord Ru-
dra are described as the creator
and annihilator it is to be understood
that they are empowered secondary
agents under the instructions of Krsna,
and therefore they are established
as predominating deities of the modes
of passion and ignorance.

Srila Bhaktisddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
Sri Caitanya-bhagavata,
Madhya 1.149, Commentary

L 4

The highest devotion is attained by
slow degrees by the method of constant
endeavor for self-realization, with the
help of scriptural evidence, theistic con-
duct, and perseverance in practice.

’ Lord Brahma
Sri Brahma-samhita 5.59

4

What good is lust when youth has fled?
What good is a lake that has no water?
Where are the relatives when wealth is
gone? Where is samsara [repeated birth
and death] when the Truth is known?
Adi Sankaracarya
Bhaja Govindam 10

Those who understand the
principles of social interaction say that
... friendship with a good man
may be established simply by
exchanging seven words with him or

walking seven steps with him.
Friendship with a very good man may
be established in merely three words
or steps. But saintly persons establish
friendships at every step.

Sanaka Kumara
Narada Purana 1.36.32-33

L 2

By performing the sacrifice
of congregational chanting of the holy
name, learned scholars in the age
of Kali worship Lord Krsna, who is
now non-blackish because of the great
upsurge of the feelings of Srimati
Radharani. He is the only worshipable
deity for the paramaharsas, who
have attained the highest stage of the
fourth order (sannyasa). May that
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord
Caitanya, show us His great causeless
mercy.

Srila Rapa Gosvami
Stava-mala, Dvitiya Caitanyastaka 1—

*

Who, other than one who is not
a human being, can exist in this world
and not be interested in the ultimate
goal of life? Who can refuse the nectar
of narrations about the Personality of
Godhead’s activities, which by itself can
deliver one from all material pangs?

i Maitreya Rsi
Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.13.50

Send your favorite quotations to: Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.



GIVE A GIFT—-GET A GIFT!

YES! [ Send 6 issues of BTG (one year) for $17.95*.
[] Payment enclosed [] Bill me (US orders only)
Charge my: I:l VISA [] MasterCard [J AmEx [ Discover

Card no. Exp. S.C.x*

Signature

Gift to (please print):

Address

City State Zip

Phone

Country.

E-mail

From (your name):

Address

City. State Zip

Country. Phone

E-mail

*Canada: $17.95 (US dollars); other countries: $26.95 (US funds only and payable on a US bank).
Allow 6-8 weeks for the first issue to arrive. Offer good through 12/31/04, and applies to new paid
subscriptions only. **Security code. Orders cannot be processed without 3-digit code on back of
card (4-digit code on front for AmEx).
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For sixty years, Back to Godhead has

brought you refreshing spiritual articles.
Help us celebrate by sharing the joy of
BTG with your friends and loved ones.
Order a gift subscription zow and we'll
send you a FREE surprise gift. (Free-
gift offer expires December 31, 2004.)

On-line: www.krishna.com/subs.

By phone: 1-800-800-3284 (outside
US and Canada: 1-386-462-1241).
By mail: BTG, P. O. Box 430,

Alachua, Florida 32616, USA.
By e-mail: btgsubs@krishna.com



