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WELCOME
The year 2004 marks 
the sixtieth anniversary of 
Back to Godhead. When His 
Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti- 
vedanta Swami Prabhupåda 
launched the magazine in 
India, it was his first major 

effort toward fulfilling the mission he’d re-
ceived from his guru: to spread the teachings 
of Lord K®ß∫a to the English-speaking world. 
Working alone, Prabhupåda could publish 
only intermittently in India, but after 1966, the 
magazine came out regularly, thanks to the 
help of his disciples. 

The pages of Back to Godhead have natu-
rally reflected the growth of the Hare K®ß∫a 
movement over the last thirty-eight years. The 
cover story for this issue, for exam- 
ple, wouldn’t have been possible thirty years 
ago. Back then, most of Prabhupåda’s disci- 
ples were unmarried, and they themselves 
were traveling across America—even to other 
parts of the world—to spread K®ß∫a con-
sciousness. Now, it’s their children (or grand-
children) who are doing so.

And thirty years ago, who would have 
guessed that today possibly the most success-
ful presentation of K®ß∫a consciousness to 
others would be taking place in Poland?  
(See “Post-Woodstock Bliss.”)

Still, while some things have changed,  
the essentials never change, as Prabhupåda 
reminds us in “The Real Thing Is Bhakti.”

Hare K®ß∫a.—Någaråja Dåsa, Editor

Our Purposes
• To help all people discern reality from 		
	 illusion, spirit from matter, the eternal 		
	 from the temporary.
• To expose the faults of materialism.
• To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques  
	 of spiritual life.
• To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.
• To celebrate the chanting of the holy 		
	 names of God as taught by Lord Ûrî 		
	 Caitanya Mahåprabhu.
• To help every living being remember  
	 and serve Ûrî K®ß∫a, the Personality of 		
	 Godhead.

Lord Ûrî K®ß∫a, the 
Supreme Personal-
ity of Godhead and 

source of all material 
and spiritual worlds

His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupåda, 
Founder-Åcårya of 

the International 
Society for Krishna 

Consciousness 

Lord Ûrî Caitanya 
Mahåprabhu, K®ß∫a’s 

most recent incar- 
nation, taught K®ß∫a 

consciousness through 
the chanting of 

Hare K®ß∫a
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COVER Last summer, a busload of young people 
raised in the Hare K®ß∫a movement toured North 
America to see the sights and help out with the 
Festival of India’s summer schedule. Please see the 
article beginning on page 45. (Photo by Yamaråja 
Dåsa.) 

“The modern setup 
of civilization is that 
few people are en- 
gaged in producing 
food, and others are 
eating. The indus- 
trialists are artifi-
cially getting money. 
And they are offer- 
ing paper: “Here is 
one hundred dol- 
lars.” What is this 
hundred dollars? It 
is paper. So some 
people are cheating, 
and some are being 
cheated. This is the 
society.”—p. 34
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Letters
Innocent Killers?

I was reading the book on self-real-
ization by Ûrîla Prabhupåda. In one 
chapter, when he talks about bhå-
gya [fortune] he says that our every 
material success, failure, and achieve-
ment is predetermined. Is death 
also predetermined? If yes, then if a 
person is destined to die by murder, 
or if a chicken is destined to be killed 
by a butcher, then why do we say that 
the killers have committed a crime or 
a sin? If we eat the chicken that was 
destined to die by killing, then what’s 
wrong in that? Why do we consider 
it a crime, when it was destined to 
happen?
			     Gautam Seth
			     Via the Internet

Our Rely: Our time of death de- 
pends on our destiny, but our ac-
tivities in this life can change our 
destiny and thus our duration of life. 
Bhakti-yoga can remove or reduce 
one’s karma and thus change one’s 
duration of life, and offenses to saints 
and innocent beings are described as 
reducing the duration of one’s life. 

Someone who kills a person or an 
animal destined to die is responsible 
because he or she desired to kill. Had 
he or she not wanted to do it, K®ß∫a 
would have arranged for someone 
else to do it, and that person would 
have been held accountable. K®ß∫a 
arranges that people who deserve to 
die are killed by people who want 
to kill, and so the killers are respon-
sible for their desire to kill their 
victims and have to suffer the result. 
The same is true in the case of the 
chicken.

People could use your reasoning 
to kill others and deny responsibility. 
That, of course, would create chaos in 
society, and cannot be K®ß∫a’s idea.

Vaiß∫ava View 
On Resurrection

I am a Christian who has an inter-
est in Eastern religions. I recently 

purchased a copy of Bhagavad-gîtå As 
It Is along with a couple of other books 
by your guru Ûrîla Prabhupåda. One 
question I have that I have not been 
able to get an answer to is in regards 
to 1 Corinthians 15. In this chapter the 
Apostle Paul expounds on the doc-
trine of the resurrection. I have read a 
number of articles by devotees refer-
ring to Matthew 16 and John 9 to show 
references to reincarnation but noth-
ing dealing with the resurrection. Paul 
points out that there is a difference 
between a natural body and a spiritual 
body; however, he also points out that 
the resurrection is a specific event in 
time (1 Thes. 4:13-17). If possible, I 
would like to know the Vaiß∫ava under- 
standing of the resurrection “event.”
		            Kel McMahon
		            Via the Internet

Our Rely: Ûrîla Prabhupåda consid-
ered Lord Jesus Christ to have a spiri-
tual body that was not under the laws 
of material nature and could not be 
killed. In a conversation with a disciple 
he said, “It is not possible to kill him. 
Such a great personality—representa-
tive of God—he is not killed. That is 
not possible. . . . He made a show that ‘I 
am killed.’ That is resurrection.” 

Ûrîla Prabhupåda often stated that 
God and His representatives have spiri-
tual bodies that cannot be destroyed. 
The Vedic scriptures say specifically 
that Lord K®ß∫a and the devotees 
Yudhiß†hira and Arjuna attained the 
spiritual world in the same bodies that 
were visible on earth, and so Ûrîla Prab-
hupåda did not consider resurrection to 
be unique to Jesus Christ.

A Swami Misses the Mark

Thank you for Ûrîla Prabhupåda’s de-
tailed lecture “God Beyond the Void” 
in the September/October issue. It was 
most appropriate, as I had recently 
accompanied my father to a recital of 
the Bhagavad-gîtå by a famous Indian 
swami.

I was intrigued by the swami, who 
had a full audience who listened to him 
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laugh, cry, tell jokes, and so on. He was, 
on the whole, a good orator.

I sat amongst them, but with 
Prabhupåda’s Bhagavad-gîtå As It Is 
open before me. As I listened to the 
speaker’s sweet words, I checked them 
against Ûrîla Prabhupåda’s. The exer- 
cise became fun. I didn’t mean to 
search for any shortfall, but sadly it 
soon became apparent.

Though the swami was hand-
some, had a great singing voice, and 
spoke poetic Gujarati, there was little 
substance. Though he declared that to 
love God was perfection, he failed to 
describe a process for awakening that 
love. Though he glorified Bhagavad-
gîtå, he discredited K®ß∫a by saying 
that the Lord did not speak it Himself. 
He spoke of a great Hindu culture, but 
presented no concept of surrender to 
K®ß∫a.

As Ûrîla Prabhupåda explained in 
his lecture, if we have no positive des- 
tination, simply abandoning our pres- 
ent condition is of no value. This 
became apparent as I followed the 
speaker, comparing his words with 
those of Bhagavad-gîtå As It Is. With 
each word that jumped off the open 
book like a firecracker, Ûrîla Prabhu- 
påda seemed enormous—detailing a 
science and a process to love the Su- 
preme Personality of Godhead, while 
with his every sweet word the swami 
paled in comparison.

A little amazed, I felt sorry for the 
other listeners. They were being cheat- 
ed. I am so thankful to Ûrîla Prabhu- 
påda and the disciplic succession, and 
I wish that the same mercy could be 
spread to those who are being misled 
by the cheaters.
			     Nima Suchak
			     London, England

Right Response to Criticism

Please accept my belated “thank you” 
for publishing Arcana-siddhî Devî 
Dåsî’s touching article “Why Do We 
Criticize Others?—A look at the 
causes and cures for faultfinding, a 
major obstacle to spiritual progress.” 

Got Krishna 
on your 

mind?

Find over 
300 paintings 
of Krishna art

at our website.

Send e-cards to
friends and family.

Download
wallpapers for 
your computer
desktop.

Buy posters
and add Krishna
to your home.

     Visit:
Krishna.com

(May/June 2003).
The emotional disturbance caused 

by faultfinding generally affects two 
parties: the person doing the criticizing 
and the recipient of the criticism. The 
article mentions the incident where 
Råmacandra Purî invented fault in 
Lord Caitanya’s spotless character. 
When he saw ants where the Lord 
was living, he criticized the Lord for 
eating sweets—a sign to Råmacandra 
Purî that the Lord was not acting as a 
proper renunciant.

Arcana-siddhî Devî Dåsî writes, 
“Because Råmacandra Purî was the 
Godbrother of Lord Caitanya’s spiri- 
tual master, the Lord respectfully ab- 
stained from responding to his off- 
ense.” Very few of us can maintain 
our composure in such circumstances. 
Even if we abstain from responding, 
we will likely feel some bitterness or 
hostility inside us.

What should we, the recipient of 
faulty criticism, do in such instances? 
We can chant the holy names of K®ß∫a. 
That will pacify our agitated mind and 
purify our heart. We can also take the 
shelter of the most important Purå∫a, 
the Ûrîmad-Bhågavatam. “These peo- 
ple are not the cause of my happiness 
and distress. Neither are the demigods, 
my own body, the planets, my past 
work, or time. Rather, it is the mind 
alone that causes happiness and dis- 
tress.” (Ûrîmad-Bhågavatam 11.23.42)

“A sober person, even when ha-
rassed by other living beings, should 
understand that his aggressors are 
acting helplessly under the control of 
God, and thus he should never be dis- 
tracted from progress on his own 
path.” (Ûrîmad-Bhågavatam 11.7.37) 
These realizations will soothe the emo- 
tional turmoil inside us caused by 
unjustified criticism.
		   Suk Shah
		   Woodbury, Minnesota

Please write to us at: BTG, P. O. Box 
430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA. E-mail: 
editors@krishna.com.
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K

	 pu∫yo gandha˙ p®thivyåµ ca
	      tejaΩ cåsmi vibhåvasau
	 jîvanaµ sarva-bhüteßu
	      tapaΩ cåsmi tapasvißu

“I am the original fragrance of the earth, 
and I am the heat in fire. I am the life of 
all that lives, and I am the penances of all 
ascetics.”—Bhagavad-gîtå 7.9

	 ‰Íıa is describing in detail how He 	
	 is spread 			   everywhere. Be-
fore this verse, He has men-			 
tioned so many ways. We can see K®ß∫a at every step 
and every moment. If we practice seeing K®ß∫a, that 
is not difficult. 

Whenever there is a fragrance—from a rose, for 
example—you can immediately remember K®ß∫a: 
“Here is K®ß∫a.” You simply have to practice.

As soon as you remember K®ß∫a or you say or ut-
ter the word “K®ß∫a,” K®ß∫a contacts you. You are in 

contact with K®ß∫a immediately. And if you 
remain constantly in contact with K®ß∫a by 
studying all the details He mentions here, 
then where is the lack of K®ß∫a conscious-
ness? And if you remain always in that way, 
K®ß∫a conscious, then you are the topmost 
yogi. Yoginåm api sarveßåm [Bhagavad-gîtå 
6.47]. Very easy. It is not at all difficult. You 
simply have to practice. 

In another place it is said that the bloom-
ing flower is the smiling of K®ß∫a. So you 

can see K®ß∫a smiling as soon as you see a flower.
I do not know why people say, “Can you show  

me K®ß∫a?” K®ß∫a is showing Himself in so many  
ways. They will not accept that. It is not at all difficult 
to see K®ß∫a every moment, at every step, if we study 
what K®ß∫a says: “I am,” “This is.” 

Pu∫yo gandha˙ p®thivyåµ ca: “I am the original 
fragrance of the earth.” Now, within the earth, every 
stock is there. The flavor of the rose is there, and 

F O U N D E R ’ S   L E C 
V®ndåvana, India—August 15, 1974

Lord K®ß∫a tells us how He reveals Himself to us 
in many ways just to draw out our love for Him.

by His Divine Grace A.   C.  Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupåda
Founder-Åcårya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

The 
real thing 

Left:  With devotion and humility, residents welcome K®ß∫a and Balaråma into the city of Mathura.

P
ainting by M

uralîdhara D
åsa
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Krsna’s omnipotence means that 
so many things are being manifested by 

His energies, but Krsna is not lost.

the flavor of some other flower is 
also there, but you cannot take it out 
by your so-called scientific chemical 
process. Take some lump of earth and 
extract from it the flavor of a rose. It is 
there. That is a fact. You sow the seed of 
a rose, and it will exact the rose flavor 
from the earth. That’s a fact. Who can 
deny it? Otherwise, where is the flavor 
coming from? 

Here K®ß∫a says, jîvanaµ sarva-
bhüteßu: He’s life. In the next verse 
He’ll say, bîjaµ måµ sarva-bhütånåm: 
“I am the original seed of all existenc-
es.” Bîja: the seed. The seed is so nicely 
made by K®ß∫a’s brain that as soon as 
you put the seed within the earth and 
add some water, it will fructify and 
gradually grow and exact the flavor, the 
color, everything. This is a fact. Every-
body knows it. Not only that, but K®ß∫a 
is within the small seed of the gigantic 
banyan tree. Otherwise how can this 
wonderful thing happen? How can a 
huge tree come from a small seed? 
And not only one tree—there are 
many millions of fruits on the tree, and 
in each fruit there are many millions 
of trees. This is the power of K®ß∫a’s 
brain. You cannot do that. The so-called 
manufacturers can manufacture a very 
complicated watch, but from that watch 
many watches will not come. No, that 
is not possible.

But K®ß∫a is so powerful—omnipo-
tent—that He has manufactured such 
a thing, because He is there in the 
seed. Bîjaµ måµ sarva-bhütånåm [Bg. 
7.10]. Wherever He is, He can play in 
wonderful ways. 

The Cause of All Causes

This is the study of K®ß∫a conscious-
ness. Where is the difficulty? Now, this 
electric lamp, it is brilliant and it has 
some heat. Where is it coming from? 

It is coming from K®ß∫a. That’s a fact. 
He’s the cause of all causes.

         îΩvara˙ parama˙ k®ß∫a˙
              sac-cid-ånanda-vigraha˙
         anådir ådir govinda˙
              sarva-kåra∫a-kåra∫am

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead 
is K®ß∫a, and He has a body of eter-
nity, knowledge, and bliss. He has no 
beginning, for He is the beginning of 
everything. He is the cause of all caus- 
es.” [Brahma-saµhitå 5.1]

But we should not, like the Måyå- 
vådî philosophers, make mistake of 
thinking that because the electric light 
is being caused by K®ß∫a, the electric 
light is K®ß∫a. No, not that. K®ß∫a is 
always separate from the electric light. 
The Måyåvådî says, “Because K®ß∫a 
is there in the electric lamp, or in the 
tree, or in the seed, or in the color, or 
in the flavor, K®ß∫a is finished. There 
is no more K®ß∫a. Because K®ß∫a has 
spread Himself in so many ways, K®ß∫a 
is finished.” This consideration is mate-
rial, not spiritual. If you take a piece 
of paper, tear it into small pieces, and 
throw it, then the original paper is lost. 
This is material.

But K®ß∫a is not like that. K®ß∫a is a 
person, and from His energies so many 
varieties of productions are coming 
out. But still, He is existing. 

Pür∫asya pür∫am ådåya pür∫am 
eva avaΩißyate [ÈΩopanißad Invocation]. 
He’s pür∫a, complete. Not that because 
so many things have been taken from 
K®ß∫a, He is finished. This misconcep-
tion is part of material life. The Måyå- 
vådîs cannot conceive of the omnipo-
tence of God. They accept that God is 
omnipotent, but they cannot under-
stand His omnipotence. 

K®ß∫a’s omnipotence means that 
so many things are being manifested 

by His energies, but K®ß∫a is not lost. 
K®ß∫a is there. We haven’t got to 
worship so many things—pantheism. 
“K®ß∫a, or the Absolute Truth, has be-
come divided in so many ways; there-
fore everything combined together is 
the Absolute Truth.” This is the theory 
of pantheism. But ours is the Vedic 
proposition: K®ß∫a is the cause of  
everything. Varieties of material and 
spiritual things are there, but K®ß∫a  
in His original identity is present in 
V®ndåvana. 

K®ß∫a is this electric lamp, and still, 
He’s not the electric lamp. K®ß∫a is this 
pillow, but He’s not the pillow. 

Not Everything is K‰Íıa

In one big mission, the leaders say, 
“We accept anything as God.” No. We 
do not say like that, nor does K®ß∫a. 
When K®ß∫a speaks of worshiping, He 
does not say that you should worship 
the electric light or something else. 
Måm ekam: “Me alone.” That is the in-
struction. Not that “K®ß∫a has become 
everything; therefore everything has to 
be worshiped.” No. That is wrong. 

Our philosophy is acintya-bheda- 
abheda: simultaneous oneness and  
difference. We have to take shelter 
of K®ß∫a personally, not the varieties. 
Måm ekaµ Ωara∫aµ vraja: “Surrender 
unto Me alone.” You have to under-
stand that varieties are dependent on 
K®ß∫a. Not that “Because there are 
varieties, K®ß∫a is finished.” No, that is 
not the philosophy.

Here it is said, tapaΩ cåsmi tapasvißu: 
“I am the penances of all ascetics.” 
Tapasvî means those who seek eternal 
happiness. Karmîs, yogis—there are 
many tapasvîs. But the real tapasvî is 
interested in tapa˙ divyam. Divyam 
means transcendental. Just perform 
tapasya for realizing K®ß∫a. 
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What Is the 
Hare Krsna Move-
ment?
Founded in 1966 by His Divine 
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupåda, the International 
Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness (ISKCON) carries on a great 
ancient tradition rooted in the  
Bhagavad-gîtå, the teachings Lord 
K®ß∫a spoke five millenniums 
ago. The Gîtå and the other Vedic 
scriptures declare K®ß∫a to be the 
original person, God Himself, who 
appears periodically in this world 
to liberate all living beings. 

Only five hundred years ago, 
K®ß∫a descended as Ûrî Caitanya 
Mahåprabhu to teach the most 
sublime and effective means of 
meditation for the present day: 
the chanting of the names of God, 
especially as found in the Hare 
K®ß∫a mantra.

Today members of ISKCON 
continue Lord Caitanya’s move- 
ment by distributing the teachings 
of Lord K®ß∫a and the Hare K®ß∫a 
mantra all over the world.

Pronunciation
We spell Sanskrit words and names 
by a phonetic system that lets you 
know how to say each word. Pro- 
nounce short a like the u in but, 
long å like the a in far (and held 
twice as long as the short a). Pro- 
nounce e like the a in evade, long î 
like the i in pique. Pronounce the 
vowel ® like the ri in rim, and c like 
the ch in chair. Pronounce conso- 
nants like ch, jh, and dh as in 
staunch-heart, hedge-hog, and red-
hot. Pronounce Ω and ß like sh.  
So for K®ß∫a say KRISHNA, for 
Caitanya say CHAITANYA.
 

Spiritual Names 
ISKCON members receive names 
of Lord K®ß∫a or His great devo- 
tees, combined with Dåsa, for men, 
or Dåsî, for women, both of which 
mean “servant.” For instance, the 

The demon Hira∫yakaΩipu also per-
formed tapasya. What was that tapas- 
ya? He performed severe tapasya, so 
much so that the whole universe be-
came perturbed and Brahmåjî came 
to see him.

“What do you want?” Brahmå 
asked Hira∫yakaΩipu.

“I am performing tapasya to be-
come immortal. So if you make me 
immortal, it will be very kind of you.”

Brahmå replied, “I am myself not 
immortal. How can I make you im-
mortal? That is not possible.” 

So Hira∫yakaΩipu also performed 
tapasya, but that tapasya was for ma-
terial gain. That is not real tapasya. 
Tapasya means to undergo voluntarily 
some bodily inconveniences. We are 
accustomed to enjoy bodily senses, so 
tapasya means voluntarily to give up 
the idea of sense gratification. That is 
tapasya. 

EkådaΩî—one day of fasting each 
fortnight—is also tapasya. Or fasting on 
some other auspicious day. That tapas- 
ya is good, even for health, and what 
to speak of advancing in K®ß∫a con-
sciousness. So we should accept this 
tapasya. There are many prescribed 
days for fasting. We should observe 
them. And the preliminary tapasya is 
no illicit sex, no gambling, no intoxi- 
cation, no meat-eating. There may be 
some inconvenience for those of us 
who were accustomed to these practic-
es, but we’ll have to accept this tapasya 
if we want to purify our existence.

At the present moment our ex-
istence is not purified; it is impure. 
Therefore we are suffering. When 
one’s physiological condition becomes 
infected, he suffers from fever and 
other symptoms of disease. Similarly, 
we are suffering in this material world 
on account of this material body. If 
we want real happiness, then we must 
accept tapasya. Tapasya is required. If 
you think, “Without tapasya, I can get 
spiritual advancement simply by imagi-
nation,” then you become a sahajiyå, 
one who take things very cheaply. No. 
Tapasya is required.

Therefore K®ß∫a says tapaΩ cåsmi 
tapasvißu. Tapasya is itself K®ß∫a. You 
associate with K®ß∫a. When you volun-
tarily give up meat-eating or intoxica-
tion, this giving-up process is K®ß∫a. 

K‰Íıa Is So Kind

Tapasya means to accept volun-
tarily something as enjoined in the 
Ωåstra, the scripture. Whatever K®ß∫a 
says is Ωåstra. What is Veda? Veda 
means what K®ß∫a says. There is no 
other Veda. In the Ûrîmad-Bhågavatam 
it is said, tene brahma h®då. Brahma 
means Veda. K®ß∫a imparted the Vedas 
to Lord Brahmå through the heart. 
K®ß∫a is situated in everyone’s heart. 
Lord Brahmå had no other spiritual 
master, but K®ß∫a is there within his 
heart. K®ß∫a’s name is Caitya-guru, 
“The Guru in the Heart.” K®ß∫a is so 
kind. He is the guru within, and when 
we are serious, He manifests Himself 
as a spiritual master. That is described 
in the Caitanya-caritåm®ta.

The guru helps from inside and  
outside. K®ß∫a is so kind; He mani- 
fests Himself as the spiritual master. 
Therefore ViΩvanåtha Cakravartî Êhå- 
kura says, såkßåd-dharitvena samasta-
Ωåstrai˙ . . . : A pure devotee is empow-
ered by K®ß∫a to act as the spiritual 
master. Therefore the spiritual master 
should be accepted as K®ß∫a’s repre-
sentative. Tathå bhåvyata eva sadbhi˙: 
Those who are learned scholars, actual 
devotees—they accept the spiritual 
master as such. 

But that does not mean that the 
guru is K®ß∫a. “Accept” means that you 
honor the spiritual master as being as 
good as K®ß∫a, because he’s K®ß∫a’s 
representative. That’s not the same as 
the Måyåvåda philosophy, which says 
that the guru and K®ß∫a are the same. 
In fact, they are simultaneously one 
and different. 

Kintu prabhor ya˙ priya eva tasya: 
The guru is as good as K®ß∫a because 
he is very dear to K®ß∫a. Why is he 
dear? Because he’s preaching on be-
half of K®ß∫a. What K®ß∫a wants, he’s 
doing that. Therefore he’s very dear.

K®ß∫a wants everyone to surrender 
unto Him. A guru’s business is to teach 
that. A guru does take the position of 
K®ß∫a. He simply teaches people, “Ac-
cept K®ß∫a as the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. Surrender unto Him. Al-
ways think of Him. Always offer your 
obeisances. Become a pure devotee 
of K®ß∫a.” 

That is the guru’s business. It is not 
very difficult. Anyone who is sincerely 
following K®ß∫a’s instruction and in-
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structing others to do that is an åcårya. 
Behave exactly as stated in the Ωåstra, 
as ordered by Caitanya Mahåprabhu, 
as ordered by K®ß∫a. And teach all your 
disciples the same thing.

So åcårya, guru, representative—it 
is not difficult. One simply has to be-
come very, very sincere. One must un-
dergo the simple tapasyas as prescribed 
in the Ωåstras. By personal example, 
Lord Caitanya’s associate Haridåsa 
Êhåkura was preaching the glories 
of chanting Hare K®ß∫a; therefore he 
is accepted as a guru. In our line, all 
the Vaiß∫avas, all the Gosvåmîs acted 
accordingly and preached. Therefore 
they are åcåryas. 

Remembering K‰Íıa

In the K®ß∫a consciousness move-
ment we teach that one should always 
remember K®ß∫a. Now, because we are 
materially attached, we cannot think 
of K®ß∫a twenty-four hours a day. 
Remembering K®ß∫a is very pleasing, 
but because we are materially attached, 
we cannot do it. Therefore K®ß∫a is 
prescribing, “See the varieties of this 
material world and try to remember 
Me.” These are the varieties: pu∫yo 

gandha˙ p®thivyåµ ca tejaΩ cåsmi vib-
håvasau. “Study nature and see these 
important points. And there I am.” 

It is very scientific. You study nature 
and pick up some point and K®ß∫a says, 
“I am this.” Where is the difficulty? 
This is K®ß∫a consciousness. You drink 
water—you remember K®ß∫a. You see 
the light—remember K®ß∫a. You smell 
the aroma of a nice flower—immedi-
ately remember K®ß∫a. Practice this. It 
is not difficult.

Actually, we have to think of K®ß∫a 
always. Therefore we chant Hare 
K®ß∫a, Hare K®ß∫a, K®ß∫a K®ß∫a, Hare 
Hare/ Hare Råma, Hare Råma, Råma 
Råma, Hare Hare. That is the way to 
always think of K®ß∫a. And K®ß∫a is 
present before us in His form as the 
deity in the temple. Therefore we have 
to worship the deity. If we constantly 
worship the deity, then K®ß∫a’s form is 
always impressed upon our minds. We 
will be able to see K®ß∫a any time. If 
I close my eyes, I will see K®ß∫a, how 
K®ß∫a is nicely dressed. I will see how 
K®ß∫a is very pleasingly eating what I 
have prepared with devotion, bhaktyå. 

The real thing is bhaktyå, not sim-
ply official worship. K®ß∫a does not 
accept anything if it is not offered  

with bhakti and by the bhakta, the 
devotee. Why should He accept it? 
Is He hungry like me? No. He simply 
wants to see how you have learned to 
love K®ß∫a, how you are eager to serve 
K®ß∫a. Otherwise He does not require 
your service. He’s always being served 
by hundreds and thousands of god-
desses of fortune. 

People pray to the goddess of for-
tune, “My mother, Goddess of Fortune, 
give me some fortune.” But the goddess 
of fortune is afraid that K®ß∫a may 
reject her. For example, when K®ß∫a 
was joking with His wife Rukmi∫î, 
she thought, “Maybe K®ß∫a is going 
to leave me.” Immediately she fainted. 

The goddesses of fortune are hum-
bly, fearfully engaged in K®ß∫a’s ser-
vice. What service can we give K®ß∫a in 
comparison? What are we compared to 
the goddesses of fortune? We are noth-
ing. Insignificant. So why does K®ß∫a 
accept our service? Why does He come 
as the deity to accept our service? Just 
to induce us to serve Him with bhakti. 
That is wanted. 

Therefore He says, “Give Me even a 
leaf, a flower, fruit, or water. It doesn’t 
matter. But give Me with bhakti.”

That is our real business. If you 
have no bhakti, if you offer something 
only officially, K®ß∫a does not touch it. 
K®ß∫a is not so poor.

Whatever you do, you should always 
be humble: “K®ß∫a, I am quite unfit. 
So whatever I could collect with my 
capacity, kindly accept it.” 

This is our only plea to K®ß∫a. Don’t 
proudly think, “I am doing so much 
for K®ß∫a. K®ß∫a will be obliged to 
accept it.” 

The process is very easy, very sub-
lime, but we have to learn it. And that 
is not very difficult. Here in this verse 
K®ß∫a is showing how to see Him in a 
variety of ways. Always think of K®ß∫a, 
and K®ß∫a will give you intelligence. 

You cannot cheat K®ß∫a. That is not 
possible. K®ß∫a is within your heart. He 
sees everything—your intention, your 
purpose, your activities, everything. 
Upadraß†å: He is the witness. You can-
not cheat K®ß∫a. Be sincere, and try to 
serve Him. He’ll accept your service. 
And He will give you intelligence. Your 
life will be successful.

Thank you very much. 

The Prabhupada Rasamrita Trust is an endowed Trust that gives Back to 

Godhead subscriptions and Ûrîla Prabhupåda’s books to libraries in the 

United States. Get in touch with the Trust if you are a librarian or a library 

patron who’d like to see BTG and Prabhupåda’s books in your library.

The Prabhupada Rasamrita Trust
RD 1, NBU 44  •  Moundsville, WV 26041  •  (304) 843-4880  •  henrykrish@aol.com

Send BTG 
to the Library

Moving?  
If you’re a subscriber and your address will be changing, 

please let us know your new address as soon as possible. Help us 
ensure that your issues are delivered without interruption. 

Call: 1-800-800-3284 (386-462-1241); 
email: btgsubs@krishna.com; or write: BTG Subscriber Services, 

P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.      
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Åcårya—a spiritual master who teaches by example.
Balaråma—Lord K®ß∫a’s first expansion, who acts in the 	
	 role of Lord K®ß∫a’s elder brother.
Battle of Kurukshetra—an epic battle for rule of the 		
	 world, fought five thousand years ago.
Bhagavad-gîtå—the sacred book in which Lord K®ß∫a 		
	 gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and 		
	 disciple Arjuna.
Bhakti—devotional service to the Supreme Lord.
Bhaktisiddhånta Sarasvatî Êhåkura—the spiritual mas-		
	 ter of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 		
	 Prabhupåda.
Bhakti-yoga—linking with the Supreme Lord through 		
	 devotional service.
Caitanya Mahåprabhu—the incarnation of Lord K®ß∫a 	
		  who appeared five hundred years ago to teach 
the 			   chanting of the names of 
God as the religion for the 			  present 
age.
Dharma—(1) ordained duties or religious principles;  
	 (2) one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.e., devotional 	
		  service to the Lord).
Godhead—the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality, 		
	 progressively realized first as the impersonal all-		
	 pervasive oneness, more fully as the Supersoul within 	
	 the heart of every living being, and ultimately as the 	
		  all-opulent Supreme Person.
Gurukula—a school where children learn the philosophy 	
	 and practices of K®ß∫a consciousness along with regu- 
	 lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the 		
	 guru”).
Hare K®ß∫a—the great mantra Hare K®ß∫a, Hare K®ß∫a, 	
	 K®ß∫a K®ß∫a, Hare Hare/ Hare Råma, Hare Råma, 		
	R åma Råma, Hare Hare.
ISKCON—the International Society for Krishna  
	 Consciousness.
Japa—individual chanting of names of God, usually 		
	 while counting on beads.
Kali-yuga—in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-		
	 mic ages, the present and worst age, the Age of 		
	 Quarrel, of which 5,000 of 432,000 years have passed.
Karma—material action; its inevitable reaction; or the 		
	 law by which such action and reaction are governed.
Kîrtana—congregational singing of names of God,  
	 usually accompanied by cymbals (karatålas) and 		
	 drums (m®daõgas).
K®ß∫a—the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His 		
	 original transcendental form (see “Godhead”).
Mahåbhårata—the epic history of ancient India, a 		
	 history in which the Bhagavad-gîtå appears as the 		
	 most important and well-known text.
Måyå—illusion; the energy of the Supreme Lord that 		
	 deludes living entities into forgetting their spiritual 		

	 nature and forgetting God.
Måyåvådî—one who regards the Absolute Truth as 		
	 ultimately impersonal.
Modes of nature—the three qualities (goodness, passion, 	
	 and ignorance) that hold sway over all action in the 		
	 material world.
Nityånanda—the incarnation of Lord Balaråma who 		
	 appeared with Lord Caitanya Mahåprabhu.
Prasådam—vegetarian food that has been prepared for 	
		  the Lord and offered to Him with devotion 
(literally 			  “mercy”).
Purå∫as—Vedic histories.
Rådhårå∫î—Lord K®ß∫a’s consort and pleasure potency.
Rathayåtrå—“chariot festival”: a festival in which the 		
	 form of K®ß∫a is borne in procession on a large 		
	 canopy-topped chariot or float, especially the festival 	
	 originating in Puri, India, for Jagannåtha (Lord K®ß∫a, 	
	 “the Lord of the universe”).
Sannyåsa—the renounced life of a man who relinquishes 	
	 home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.
¸rî—an honorific meaning “opulent” (similarly: Ûrîla, 		
	 Ûrîmad, Ûrîmån, Ûrîmatî).
¸rîla Prabhupåda—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti- 		
	 vedanta Swami Prabhupåda, the founder-åcårya of 		
	 the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.
¸rîmad-Bhågavatam—the most important of the eight-		
	 een Purå∫as, which tells of the nature and pastimes 		
	 of Lord K®ß∫a and His devotees.
Supersoul—the form of the Lord who resides in every 		
	 heart along with the individual soul.
Upanißads—the 108 essential philosophical treatises that 	
	 appear within the Vedas.
Var∫åΩrama—the Vedic social system. It organizes so- 
	 ciety into four occupational and four spiritual divi-		
	 sions (var∫as and åΩramas). The members of the four 	
	 var∫as are the bråhma∫as (intellectuals and priests), 	
		  the kßatriyas (administrators and soldiers), the 
vaiΩyas 		  (farmers and businessmen), and the 
Ωüdras (laborers 			   and artisans). The 
members of the four åΩramas are 			 
the brahmacårîs (celibate students), g®hasthas (mar-		
	 ried people), vånaprasthas (retired people), and 		
	 sannyåsîs (renunciants).
V®ndåvana—the transcendental abode of Lord K®ß∫a, 		
	 mirrored on earth as the town in India where K®ß∫a 		
	 appeared five thousand years ago.
Vaiß∫ava—a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the 		
	 word Viß∫u).
Vedas—the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord 		
	 Himself at the beginning of creation.
Vedic—pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and 	
	 related scriptures guide all aspects of human life.
Viß∫u—any form of the Personality of Godhead (see 		

Glossary



12   BACK TO GODHEAD   •  january / february 2004



january / february 2004  •  BACK TO GODHEAD     13

W
	h at?” asks  my eighty-three-year-	
	 old mother. 
	 This has become something of a per-
sonal mantra for her. Her hearing has been 
going for some time now, and “What?” is her 
frequent response to nearly every sound she 
hears. Or doesn’t hear.

My sister and I have been urging her to 
get a hearing aid for almost a decade.

“The ear is an important organ,” I tell her. 
“If it’s not working right, it affects more than 
your ability to hear. It can also affect your 
equilibrium, your sense of balance.”

“So I’ll sit,” she says.
On a more serious note, she wanted me 

to ask her doctor about her loss of hearing, 
and what, if anything, should be done about 
it. So I did. The doctor explained to me that 
the ear is made of three parts: the outer ear, 
the middle ear, and the inner ear. The fluid in 
the ear canals and the hairlike nerve cells at 
the end of each allow us to hear and to keep 
our balance when we stand, run, walk, ride a 
bicycle, and even when we sit.

The doctor said my mom’s inner ear was 
worn down and that this happens to a good 
number of people over time.

As his barrage of technical words entered 
my own ears, my mind wandered to another 
kind of sound vibration, and another use of 

the auditory sense altogether. The inner ear 
is an entirely physical phenomenon. But I 
was more interested in an inner meaning to 
the inner ear—one I’ve learned from Ûrîla 
Prabhupåda and the texts of ancient India.

The Unheard 
World of Sound

Human beings can’t perceive portions 
of the known vibratory spectrum. While 
extremely sensitive to sound waves of about 
1,000 to 4,000 cycles per second (cps), man 
is all but deaf beyond 20,000 cps. Dogs and 
cats, on the other hand, can hear up to 60,000 
cps, while mice, bats, whales, and dolphins can 
emit and receive sounds well over 100,000 
cps.

In other words, there are definitely things 
we just don’t hear. And India’s ancient Vedic 
texts tell us that if this is true in the material 
sphere, it is even more true of sounds that ex-
ist beyond the material world. Such spiritual 
sounds, these texts tell us, can be vibrated 
and received only by people who qualify 
themselves through spiritual practice. Only 
then can these sounds be truly heard.

Despite our inability to hear certain fre-
quencies, whether material or spiritual, we 
tend to hear better than we see. Psychologist 

The Vedic literature reveals the sounds  
that can truly awaken the soul.

by Satyaråja Dåsa

From Ear 
To Eternity

The Spiritual Dimensions of Sound

Photos from World Religions in America: An Introduction, Westminster John Knox Press, and Eternal Wis-
dom: The Philosophies and Wisdom of the East, Marlowe and Company. Montage by Yamaråja Dåsa.
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Katharine Le Mee writes in her book 
Chant:

The sense of hearing . . . connects ex-
perientially with the heart, and music 
and sound touch us most directly. We 
do not resonate so deeply with the 
visual as with the auditory. This may 
be explained by the fact that our vi-
sual apparatus has a frequency range 
of slightly less than one octave, from 
infrared to ultraviolet, whereas our 
auditory system has a range of about 
eight octaves, approximately 60 to 
16,000 hertz, or number of vibrations 
per second. We are sensitive to sound 
frequency as pitch and to light fre-
quency as color. The frequencies of 
the visual field are much higher than 
those of the auditory field (by an or-
der of 1010), and, as is well known, the 
higher the frequencies, the lesser the 
penetration of a given material. For 
instance, a piece of cardboard shields 
us easily from the light, but it takes 
a thick wall to block out sound, and 
the lower the pitch the deeper the 
penetration. We are very sensitive to 

sound, not just through the ear but 
through our whole skin, and all our 
organs are affected by it. 

Thus, science has shown that our 
human senses are imperfect and 
limited and that there is a world of 
sensual experience beyond human per- 
ception. Vaiß∫ava scriptures confirm 
these limitations in man’s seeing and 
hearing and elucidate untold catego-
ries of spiritual sound.

Spiritual Sound 
in the Vedic Literature

Portions of the Vedic literature 
are almost like textbooks on sound, 
informing us about an ancient art in 
which sound was used as a spiritual 
tool. The same concept is echoed in 
other cultures. Chronicles from lands 
as diverse as Egypt and Ireland tell 
us of a time when vibrations lying at 
the foundation of our universe were 
harnessed by spiritual adepts for the 

benefit of mankind. Like the Bible, 
which states, “In the beginning was the 
Word (John 1.1),” Vaiß∫ava scriptures 
affirm that the entire cosmic creation 
began with sound: “By His utterance 
came the universe.” (B®had-åra∫yaka 
Upanißad 1.2.4) The Vedas add that 
ultimate liberation comes from sound 
(anav®tti˙ Ωabdåt). 

Primal sound is referred to as Ωabda 
brahman, God as word. Closely related 
to this is the concept of nåda brah-
man, God as sound. Nåda, a Sanskrit 
word meaning “sound,” is related to 
the term nadî, denoting the stream of 
consciousness—a concept that goes 
back to the ‰g Veda, the most ancient 
of the Vedas. Thus, the relationship 
between sound and consciousness has 
long been recorded in India’s ancient 
Vedic texts, which, again, describe 
sound as the preeminent means for at-
taining higher, spiritual consciousness. 

Mantras, or sacred sounds, are 
used 		            (please turn to 
page 39) 

Bhaktivedanta College Vaishnava Theological Semi-
nary

Radhadesh, Belgium  • www.bhaktivedantacollege.com

Vaishnava Training and Education (VTE)
Bhakti-Ωåstrî Course: February 23–June 18, 2004

Teachers:
Bhagavad-gîtå As It Is—Saõkîrtana Dåsa, Yadunandana Dåsa          

The Nectar of Instruction—Jaya Bhadrå Devî Dåsî
Ûrî ÈΩopanißad—LîlåΩuka Dåsa

The Nectar of Devotion—Rati Mañjarî Devî Dåsî

Tuition: 200 EU (without room and prasådam)
Room and Prasådam at the temple: 1,000 EU 

“In this way you have to understand, by studying carefully the philosophy. We have got so many 
books now, and I want all of my disciples to read them carefully. Soon we shall be instituting 
Bhakti-sastri examinations and all brahmanas will have to pass. So utilize whatever time you 
find to make a thorough study of my books.” (Letter from Prabhupåda, July 7, 1976)



january / february 2004  •  BACK TO GODHEAD     15

S R I L A   P R A B H U P A D A   S P 

This conversation between His Divine Grace  
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupåda and the 
mother of one of his students, along with a Jesuit 
priest, took place in the garden at Bhaktivedanta 
Manor, near London, England, on July 25, 1973.

¸rîla Prabhupåda (with an airliner roaring over-
head): The airplane botheration was not in     	
	              Switzerland. They do not fly so 	
	               low, for fear of the mountain 	
	             peaks. That was the only place 
in 		          the world where there was 
no such 	             sound. Otherwise, everywhere. 
In 			A   merica we have got 
so many temples. 		      Even in 
West Virginia, quite a hilly 		
        tract, there is also the sound of 		
           airplanes, although less loud. 		
	             Anyway, here it is near London, 	
	             so there must be this sound. Yes. 	
	            Formerly, people were satisfied to 	
	         remain in their village. That is the 	
	     defect of the modern civilization.
               Mother: In India, you mean. You’re 
talking of India now.
¸rîla Prabhupåda: Everywhere.
Mother: Everywhere.
¸rîla Prabhupåda: Yes. Everywhere.
Mother: What about India? I mean, do they 
believe in this Vedic culture—the villagers?
¸rîla Prabhupåda: In India, actually, they do so.
Mother: Yes.
¸rîla Prabhupåda: The villagers have cows and 
land. That is sufficient for their economic prob-
lem. But the industrialists are alluring them: “To 
get more money, come here.”  

So the villagers are going to the cities. And 
the food production in the village is neglected. 
And therefore the grain price is rising. Actually,

“Education for 
	 Eating, Sleeping, 
	 Mating, and 
	 Defending Will 
	 Not Satisfy”
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Melukote
Dear to Ramanuja’s Heart

S P I R I T U A L   P L 

Photo by Adbhuta Hari Dåsa
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	 elukote sits on a hill 
about 		 thirty miles north of My-
sore, 		 in the South Indian state of 
Karnataka. It is one of the four most 
important holy sites for Ûrî Vaiß∫avas, 
the followers of the great spiritual  
master and reformer Ûrî Råmånuja 
(A.D. 1017–1137). Råmånuja spent at 
least twelve years in Melukote (may-
lu-ko-tay), setting up strict standards of  
deity worship still followed today. 

The main temple in Melukote is 
that of Tiru Nåråya∫a. (“Tiru” is the 

M

by Adbhuta Hari Dåsa

This South Indian hill tem-
ple served as a refuge for 
many Vaiß∫avas during 
the Mogul era, including 
one of the greatest saints 

of Indian history. 

Two ISKCON members from China 
stand in the courtyard of the Yoga 
Narasiµha temple above the town of 
Melukote. At top: ¸rî Råmånuja.
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Tamil equivalent of “Ûrî,” an honorific 
meaning “opulent.”). Resting promi-
nently on a hill above the town is the 
temple of Yoga Narasiµha, the Lord’s 
half-man, half-lion incarnation seated 
in a yoga posture. 

I visited Melukote with my spiritual 
master, His Holiness Ûrîdhara Swami, 
accompanied by three other ISKCON 
members, including two from China. 

In many South Indian temples,  
pilgrims who sponsor special worship 
of the deity are granted an exclusive 
viewing of the ceremony. Taking ad- 
vantage of this custom, Rohî∫i Tanåi 
Dåsa, a member of our group, arranged 
for Ûrîdhara Swami to sponsor a bath-
ing ceremony for Yoga Narasiµha.  
We arrived at the base of the hill at 
11:00 A.M. and conquered countless 
steps to reach the entrance tower. Af-
ter passing through several halls and 
corridors, we were greeted in the main 
temple hall by the chief priest, Nara-
yan Bhatta. He had everything ready 
for the ceremony and began bathing 
the deity with water, milk, yogurt,  
honey, and sugarwater. Priests chant-

ed prayers for purification from the 
Pavamåna-sükta and prayers for 
glorification of the Lord from the 
Nåråya∫a Upanißad and the Viß∫u-
süktas. 

After the bathing, the doors to the 
deity’s chamber were closed for five 
minutes. When they reopened, the 
deity in the dark room looked fear-
some—He was covered with turmeric 
powder. A priest ended the ceremony 
by offering the deity some camphor, 
a ghee lamp, betel leaves, betel nuts, 
and a banana and then giving them to 
Ûrîdhara Swami. This indicated that all 
the blessings were transferred to the 
person who sponsored the bathing of 
the deity. 

At that point a priest allowed other 
people to have a glimpse of the Lord 
while we stayed in the inner sanctum 
of the deity room. Then the priest again 
closed the altar, humbly asking us to 
wait for some time until they finished 
dressing the Lord. They offered us 
cara∫åm®ta (water that had bathed 
the Lord) mixed with banana, jaggery 
(unrefined sugar), honey, coconut, and 

tulasî leaves.
While waiting for the deity to be 

dressed, we went to the roof of the 
temple, from where we could see 
Melukote spread out below. The most 
prominent places we noticed were the 
Tiru Nåråya∫a temple, Kalyani (“Aus-
picious”) Pond, the large entrance 
gate of a time-ravaged fort (Melukote 
means “upper fort”), and the Academy 
of Sanskrit Research, where computer 
scientists are working on, among other 
things, a program that can perform 
natural language processing with San-
skrit grammar. The Academy also has a 
well-stocked library of old manuscripts, 
a garden of purely Vedic plants, and 
livestock carefully bread to recapture 
the characteristics of early Vedic herds. 

All the surrounding area was clearly 
visible from the hill. One of the priests 
told me that at night one can see the 
lights of Mysore.

Prahlåda’s Cave

The priest also told me that accord-
ing to the Nåradîya Purå∫a, Prahlåda 
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How to Get There
Melukote is about thirty miles north 
of Mysore. Take a bus or taxi from 
Mysore to Melukote. The closest air-
port to Mysore is in Bangalore, ninety 
miles away. 

Several trains run between My- 
sore and Bangalore each day, the 
trip taking 2–3 hours. The trip by bus 
takes 3–4 hours.

Where to Stay
Melukote is a village, with no lodging. 
Mysore, a popular tourist destination, 
has many hotels. Here are some sug-
gestions in three price ranges:

Low—Hotel Sangeeth (phone: 		
	 24693), Gayatri Bhavan (21224), 	
		  Hotel Aashraya Mysore 
(27088). Medium—Hotel Mayura 
Hoysala 			 
(25349), Mysore Hotel Complex 		
	 (26217), Hotel Shreekrishna 		
	 Continental (37042). 
High—Kings Kourt Hotel (25250), 	
	 Lalitha Mahal Palace Hotel 		
	 (26316), Southern Star Mysore 		
	 (27217).

Where to Eat
Vegetarian restaurants in Mysore: 
Akshaya Restaurant in the Dasa- 
prakash Hotel, Hotel Siddhartha, 
Sujata, Modern Hindu Hotel, Indra 

Visiting 
Melu-

INDIA

Karnataka

• Mumbai

• Delhi 

Kolkata •

• Madras
Melukote ✪ 

• Puri

• 
  Bangalore

According to the 
Nåradîya Purå∫a, 

the deity of the Lord 
known as Yoga 

Narasiµha (above) 
was first worshiped 

by the saint Prahlåda 
Mahåråja thousands 

of years ago. The 
Yoga Narasiµha 

temple (above, left) 
sits on a hill at one 

end of town, and 
the Tiru Nåråya∫a 

temple is at the other 
end. Below: On the 

request of his dis-
ciples, Ûrî Råmånuja 

approved the molding 
of this form of himself 

during his time in 
Melukote.
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A History in Names
Melukote has been known by different names in the 
course of time. These are the most prominent ones:

Nåråya∫ådri—Narayana Hill.
Vedådri—Veda Hill. The avatar Dattåtreya instructed 	
	 His disciples in the Vedas here.
Yådavådri—Yadu Hill. K®ß∫a and Balaråma, of the Yadu 	
	 dynasty, worshiped the Lord here in Dvåpara-yuga.
Tirunåråya∫apura—The abode of Ûrî Nåråya∫a.
Bhülokavaiku∫†ha—The abode of Lord Viß∫u on earth.
Vaiku∫†havardhana Kßetra—The place that increases the 	
	 population of Lord Viß∫u’s abode.
Jñånama∫†apa—The pavilion of knowledge.
Dakßi∫a BadarikåΩrama—The southern Badrinath  
	 (a holy place in the Himalayas).
Do∂∂agaru∂anahalli—The abode of elite warriors.
Do∂∂agurugalahalli—The abode of the great teacher 	

Tradition holds that Prahlåda Mahåråja 
meditated in a cave (below) beneath the Yoga 
Narasiµha temple. Kalyani Pond (bottom), the 
largest pond (ku∫∂a) in Melukote, lies at the 
base of the hill upon which the Yoga Narasiµha 
temple sits. At right, remains of the fort at Melu-
kote, whose name means “upper fort.”
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Mahåråja installed the deity of Yoga 
Narasiµha thousands of years ago 
while visiting Viß∫ucitta, a celibate 
performing penance here. The priest 
invited us to see the cave under the 
temple where it’s said that Prahlåda 
Mahåråja meditated. Some of us hap-
pily accepted the proposal and went 
down from the northern, back side of 
the temple. The entrance had narrow 
steps, and then we had to bend our 
heads and even crawl. The point where 
Prahlåda Mahåråja meditated is just 
below the deity. From there we crawled 
some more and then came out under 
the lower part of the temple. 

By then the deity was dressed, so  
we went to see Him. One priest of- 
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fered Him 108 tulasî leaves while  
others chanted 108 names of Lord 
Narasiµha. 

The temple was now open to all  
pilgrims, and they flooded in to see  
the Lord sitting in the yoga posture, 
dressed in red-and-white cloth, and 
wearing garlands of flowers and tulasî. 
On His head rested a beautiful crown, 
and He wore metal gloves. Two of His 
hands rested on His folded knees, and 
the other two held a disc and a conch 
shell. 

Kalyani Pond

From the Yoga Narasiµha temple 
we came down the hill to meet a 
resident priest, Sudarshan Acharya. On  
the way to his house, we offered our 
respects to Kalyani Pond, the chief of 
several sacred ponds in Melukote, by 
sprinkling some of its water on our 
heads. According to the ÈΩvara-saµhitå, 
when Lord K®ß∫a in His incarnation as 
Lord Varåha lifted the earth from the 
universal ocean, some drops of water 
clinging to His body fell on the hill at 
Melukote, creating Kalyani Pond. The 
Padma Purå∫a mentions Kalyani Pond, 
and according to the Matsya Purå∫a, 
Garu∂a, Lord Viß∫u’s eagle-carrier, 
brought white clay here from Sveta- 
dvîpa, Lord Viß∫u’s planet within this 
universe. 

After passing through the main 
street, we arrived at the house of Su- 
darshan Acharya, where we stayed for 
two hours. He told us that the follow-
ing great personalities had all visited 

Melukote: Lord K®ß∫a, 
Lord Balaråma, Lord 
Råmacandra, Lord Dattå-
treya, the På∫∂avas, Nå- 
rada Muni, Sanat-kumåra, 
Prahlåda Mahåråja, Am- 
barîßa Mahåråja, ParåΩara 
Muni, and Ûrî Råmånuj- 
åcårya. 

Sudarshan Acharya 
showed us his deities of 
SudarΩana (the Lord’s 
disc) and Lakßmi-Nara- 
siµha, given to his ances-
tors by Råmånujåcår- 
ya, who had also autho-
rized his ancestors to  
give mantras of Lord Na- 
rasiµha and SudarΩana  
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for health and for protection in spiri-
tual life. 

After lunch at Sudarshan Acharya’s 
home, we left for the daily 4:00-P.M. 
opening of the Tiru Nåråya∫a temple.

History

It is said that Lord Nåråya∫a came 
to Melukote hill in response to a pen-
ance performed by Lord Brahma by 
which he assumed the form of a divine 
temple. Today the Tiru Nåråya∫a tem- 
ple is not architecturally identical to  
the original one described in the Pañ-
ca-råtrågama, but it is still honored as 
a self-manifested sacred place. 

As we entered the temple, the de-
ity Tiru Nåråya∫a was directly in front  
of us. He is five to six feet tall. Priests 
chanted 1,008 names of the Lord, who 
gave blessings with one hand and held 
a club, a disc, and a conch shell in His 
other three hands. Råmånujåcårya 
discovered the deity in an ant hill after 
the Lord directed him to the spot in a 
dream. 

On the right side of the entrance,  
in a separate shrine, is a small Nårå- 
ya∫a deity, the processional deity, 
known as Cheluva Nåråya∫a, Cheluva 
Pillai, Sampad-kumåra, and Råma- 
priyå—“one who is dear to Lord 
Råma.” [See sidebar “The Devotion 
of a Princess.”] Lord Råma worshiped 
this deity with great love. In the Nåra- 
dîya Purå∫a, sages ask Nårada Muni 
how Lord Nåråya∫a came to this  
place. He tells them that the deity was 
first presented to Brahmå to worship, 
and Brahmå gave the deity to Sanat- 
kumåra, one of his sons. Lord Viß∫u 
then ordered Ananta Ûeßa, the lord 
of the serpents, to assume the form of 
a mountain at Melukote and wait for 
His arrival. Sanat-kumåra transported 
the deity with His entire temple com-
plex to Melukote. Later he presented 
the deity to Lord Råma. Råma’s son 
KuΩa gave the deity as a dowry for his 
daughter, who married a prince of the 
Yadu dynasty. 

Lord K®ß∫a appeared in the Yadu 
dynasty and worshiped the deity. Dur-
ing that time, the diamond crown of the 
Lord Aniruddha (Viß∫u), residing in 
the milk ocean, was stolen by Virocana, 
the son of Prahlåda. Garu∂a killed 
Virocana and retrieved the crown. 

Temples with a large stone 
deity on the altar generally have 
a smaller deity called the utsava-
mürti (“festival form”), who leaves 
the temple for processions and fes-
tivals. The utsava-mürti in Melkote 
is called Tiru Cheluva Nåråya∫a (or 
Cheluva Pillai), and the temple is 
also referred to as the Tiru Cheluva 
Nåråya∫a temple.

The Lord once informed 
Råmånujåcårya in a dream that 
the utsava-mürti, which had been 
stolen by invading Moguls, was in 
Delhi. Råmånujåcårya went there 
with his disciples, met the sultan 
who had plundered temples in 
South India, and requested him to 
return the deity. The sultan showed 
him several deities, but Råmånuja 
did not approve any of them. He 
said that his deity was in the harem 
of the princess. The sultan told 
Råmånuja that if he wanted his de-
ity, he would have to ask the deity 
to come to him. 

Råmånuja sang a sweet song 
and called out, “Please come, my 
dear child.” (“Cheluva” means 
“dear child.”) The deity came as 

a beautiful boy and sat on 
his lap. Råmånuja embraced 
the divine child with great 
affection, calling him Sampad-
kumåra (“Youthful Lord”), 
and brought Him to Melukote. 

The princess, unable to 
bear separation from the de-
ity, followed Råmånuja. The 
sultan then sent his army to 
accompany the princess, but 
when they couldn’t enter a 
rival’s kingdom, the princess 
continued on alone. When 
she came to Melukote, she 
was not allowed to enter the 
temple, being a Muslim, so she 
decided to spend her life in 
penance. Hearing that she was 
not allowed to see the deity, 
Råmånuja ordered his dis-
ciples to allow the her to enter 
the temple. She walked in and 
merged with the Lord. 

Råmånuja installed a deity 
of the princess, Bibi Nacciyar, 
at the feet of Tiru Cheluva 
Nåråya∫a. Since then every 
offering made in the temple is 
done through her. 

The Devotion of a Princess

During a festival, Tiru Cheluva Nåråya∫a is made to appear 
to be riding on the shoulders of a servant.
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But on the way back he found K®ß∫a 
playing in V®ndåvana with His friends 
and cows. So Garu∂a gave the crown, 
known as Vajramukti, to Lord K®ß∫a, 
and K®ß∫a offered it to the deity Råma- 
priyå. (Today, Vairamudi—“The Festi-
val of the Diamond Crown”—is one of 
the temple’s main festivals.)

When Lord Balaråma returned to 
Dwarka after one of His pilgrimages, 
He told Lord K®ß∫a that the deity in 
Melukote (discovered by Råmånuj- 
åcårya) was identical to their deity.  
So they took Råmapriyå to Melukote 
and placed Him before Tiru Nåråya∫a. 
They found no difference between 
them. Råmapriyå stayed in Melukote, 
and thereafter the Yadus frequently 
visited there to worship the Lord, who 
became their family deity.  

Hall of Pillars

We offered prayers to the deity Rå-
mapriyå and then walked around the R
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The deity Tiru Nåråya∫a (above) 
resides in Melukote’s main temple, 
which was renovated by Ûrî 
Råmånuja in the twelfth century. 
Below, columns throughout the 
Tiru Nåråya∫a temple compound 
display exquisite craftsmanship.
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S P O T L I G H T   O N   K R I S H 
temple, stopping at the small shrines of 
Hanumån, Ûrî Lakßmî, and the twelve 
Ålvårs, saints of the South Indian tra-
dition. Ûrî Lakßmî, the consort of Lord 
Nåråya∫a, is known here as Yadugiri 
Nachiyar. Her grace is considered even 
more important than the Lord’s. In 
front of her shrine is a hall of pillars 
carved with great dexterity. Each one is 
unique, filled with ornaments, dancing 
figures, and scenes from the Råmåya∫a. 

While examining the pillars, we ar-
rived in front of the deity of Råmånuj-
åcårya, which was made during his 
lifetime and approved by him. When 
he had decided to leave Melukote, his 
disciples asked his permission to make 
the deity. Overwhelmed by their love 
and devotion, he consented.

During Råmånuja’s twelve years in 
Melukote, a tyrant named Kullotunga 
Chola ruled southern India. He could 
not tolerate any worship of Lord Viß∫u. 
Many Vaiß∫avas fled to Melukote, 
where they were given refuge by the lo-
cal people. Moved by the benevolence 
of the people of Melukote, Råmånujå 
called them Tirukulattar, “the kind 
people.” 

At that time in Karnataka, a Jain 
named Bittideva was ruler of Belur. 
He became a disciple of Råmånuja and 
received the Vaiß∫ava name Vishnuvar-
dhana. As a service to his guru, he 
renovated the temple of Tiru Nåråya∫a.

In the late evening we left for Ban-
galore. I was inspired by the spirit of 
service to Vaiß∫avas shown in Melu- 
kote, and by the residents’ surrender 
in devotion to the Lord, the same 
principles accepted and emphasized 
by Caitanya Mahåprabhu.

Adbhuta Hari Dåsa joined ISKCON 
in 1994 in Croatia. He serves as per-
sonal assistant to his spiritual master, 
Ûrîdhara 
Swami.

 
For more information, consult Holy 
Places and Temples of India, by Ja∂a 
Bharata Dåsa, available from the 
Krishna.com Store.

See more photos of Melukote at 
www.krishna.com/melukote.

ONLINE EXTRA

Now, at any time during the day or night, you 
can tune in to hear any one of twelve channels of 
K®ß∫a conscious transcendental sound.

• Available
Click on “available” to 
ask a question, or leave 
a message when we’re 
“offline.”

• Live Radio
• Vaishnava Calendar
• Krishna Gallery
• VedaBase
• Reincarnation
• The Krishna Store
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Krishna Channel 
Listen to songs, prayers, and 
pastimes about Rådhå-K®ß∫a. 
Includes excerpts from the   
book and the Brahma-saµhitå.

Alachua Live!
The live morning program from 
ISKCON Alachua, and  
recorded bhajanas and kîrtanas 

the Krishna.com Store.

Chaitanya Channel 
Listen to songs and pastimes 
about Lord Caitanya and Lord 
Nityånanda.

Prabhupada Bhajans
Hear the love for K®ß∫a that 
Ûrîla Prabhupåda feels when he 
sings.

Introduction to 
Krishna Consciousness 
Amala-bhakta Dåsa reads the 
handbook Krishna Conscious-
ness at Home.

Prabhupada Lectures
All of Ûrîla Prabhupåda’s re-
corded talks, lectures, and con-
versations.

Bhagavad-gita 
Complete Bhagavad-gîtå As It 
Is, with translations and pur-
ports, read by Dravi∂a Dåsa.

Srimad-Bhagavatam
Ûrila Prabhupåda’s favorite 
verses, read in Sanskrit and Eng-
lish by Dravi∂a Dåsa.

Festivals with 
Srila Prabhupada 
Ûrîla Prabhupåda’s lectures on 
various Vaiß∫ava holidays and 
festivals. 

Dramas, Theater, Musicals 
Audio recordings of K®ß∫a con-
scious plays.

We want to improve the existing chan-
nels and add more as needed. To give us 
your reviews and suggestions,  
e-mail radio@krishna.com.

from Alachua devotees and 
guests. 

Los Angeles Live! 
The live morning program from 
ISKCON Los Angeles, and bha-
janas by local devotees.

New Music
New music releases featured in 
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	t   took     F I f t y  d e v o t e e s  t h r e e 
full days to 		  b r e a k  d o w n 
o u r  f e s t i v a l  a t  t h e  Po l i s h  Wo o d - 
	 stock. By the time we left, not a soul could 
be seen on the huge field. As we drove away, 
I thought back on the success of our festival. 
Most of the 500,000 people who had come to 
Woodstock had passed through our site at 
some point and experienced the blissful world 
of K®ß∫a consciousness.

We rounded the last turn onto the main 
road, and I looked back. I felt empty inside. I 
would have to wait a full year to experience 
such a great festival again.

As we headed north, my attention turned 
to the final two weeks of our summer festivals 
along the Baltic coast. If anything could come 
close to the taste of spreading K®ß∫a conscious-
ness at Woodstock, it would be the twelve 
festivals that lay ahead. Well-to-do families 
take their vacations along the coast, providing 
a golden opportunity for reaching the higher 
echelons of Polish society.

I After we arrived at our base near the sea, 
the devotees took a much-deserved three-day 
break while I waited impatiently for the fes- 
tivals to begin. One day, several of my disci- 
ples returned from a swim at the beach near 
Pobierowo.

“Ûrîla Gurudeva!” they said excitedly, all 
talking at once. “As soon as we walked onto 
the beach, people began crowding around  
us. They were asking us when the festival in 
Pobierowo would be. They want to know if 
there will be a new theater this year and how 
many Indian dancers will be performing.”

I couldn’t help picking up their enthusiasm. 
“What did you tell them?” I asked.
“We told them the Pobierowo festival 

would be in two weeks. It would be the final 
one. One family said they would extend their 
vacation an extra week just to come.”

Four days later, we chanted on the beaches 
of Ustronie Morskie, where we would hold  
the first festival. All of Europe was in the midst 
of a sweltering heat wave. The beach at Us- 

Twelve city festivals keep spirits high for the team 
of devotees who presented K®ß∫a consciousness to  
hundreds of thousands at the Polish Woodstock.

by Indradyumna Swami

Post-
Woodstock 

Bliss

Adapted from Diary of a Traveling Preacher, Volume 5, Chapter 8 (August 17–September 1, 2003). 
To receive chapters by e-mail as they come out regularly, write to admin@festivalofindia.org.pl.
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tronie Morskie was so crowded that 
with our kîrtana party of eighty devo-
tees, we could hardly make our way 
onto the sand.

I was happy to be chanting in public 
again, and I felt like a thirsty man who 
had finally found water. I wanted to 
have an exchange with the people, so I 
told a devotee to ask the first couple we 
met if they would come to our festival.

“Of course we will come,” the man 
said. “We’ve been waiting for you.”

His wife smiled. 
“We plan our vacation each year 

around your festivals,” she said. “Sum-
mer wouldn’t be the same without 
you.”

Three days later, a crowd of thou-
sands came to the festival. It was easy 
to see the difference between those 
who had come before and those who 
were coming for the first time. The new-
comers were a little reserved at first, 
but the veterans came to the festival 
with an enthusiasm much like what I 
had felt while chanting on the beach 
again. They headed right for their fa-
vorite spots—the restaurant, the gift 
shop, the book tent, a front row seat 
on the benches in front of the stage. I 
saw their eagerness as an initial but real 
stage of K®ß∫a consciousness.

I started walking around and wan-
dered into the book tent. Our Rådhå-
K®ß∫a deities, Ûrî Ûrî Gåndharvikå- 
Giridhårî, stood there on a beautiful 
carved wooden altar, placed between 
tables displaying Ûrîla Prabhupåda’s 
books. The deities are over two hun-
dred years old, and with Their beautiful 
clothes and ornaments, They cap-tured 
the attention of anyone who walked 
into the tent. I was surprised to see a 
family down on their knees in front 
of the deities, crossing themselves, as 
Catholics do in church. After saying a 
few prayers, they stood up and walked 
out.

I turned to Madhuvatî Dåsî, who 
serves the deities. 

“That was unusual,” I said.
“Not at all, Ûrîla Gurudeva,” she 

replied. “People often kneel down 
before the deities and pray when they 
come into the tent. I’ve seen guests 
stand there reverentially for fifteen or 
twenty minutes. I’ve even seen people 
speak to Them.”

The pleasant weather kept up over 

the next two weeks, and  
for once I didn’t worry 
about rain and wind, the 
natural enemies of our fes-
tival tours. We had record 
crowds in every town.

Changing 
of the Guard

One evening, as I was 
speaking from the stage in 
Mrzezyno, a man dressed in 
shorts and a T-shirt caught 
my eye. He was standing 
in the crowd, listening at-
tentively, nodding in agree-
ment as I explained K®ß∫a 
con-sciousness. Suddenly 
I recognized him. He was 
one of the security guards we had hired 
during the spring tour. After my talk, 
he came to thank me and said that he 
had just come to the coast.

“When I first started working with 
you last spring,” he said, “I had almost 
no interest in spiritual life. I just did 
my job, looking out for troublemakers, 
but while I was there, I was hearing 
you sing, listening to your lectures, and 
watching how you people act. Some-
thing changed inside me.

“When I went home after your 
spring tour, I couldn’t stop thinking 
about all of you. As soon as my summer 
vacation came, I drove up here with 
my wife and kids. We plan to attend 
every festival.”

“Every festival?” I asked.
“It may sound strange,” he said,  

“but I never get tired of these festi- 
vals. There’s something magical about 
them.”

Waiting for 
the Chariots

Lord Caitanya was quickly soothing 
my feelings of separation from Wood-
stock, and at the year’s last festival, in 
Pobierowo, He satisfied my heart.

The devotees had mixed feelings 
on that day. We all knew it was the last 
festival of the year, but we had little 
time to lament. We were busy with the 
biggest crowd of the year.

We chanted on the beach that morn-
ing, but around noon it began raining, 
bringing an end to the longest period 

of good weather on the coast in living 
memory. Everyone on the beach had to 
find shelter, but even though the skies 
cleared in the late afternoon, no one 
went back there. They all came to the 
Festival of India.

Every tourist in town must have 
come. I was sure of that because, as 
on the beach, it was difficult to walk 
through the festival grounds. People 
were everywhere—the restaurant, the 
shops, the booths, crowded in front of 
the stage. Of particular interest was our 
towering Rathayåtrå cart, which we 
had put near the stage. Towards even- 
ing we put a light inside the canopy, 
making the cart look like a gigantic lan-
tern. It was a real crowd-pleaser. Peo- 
ple lined up to take photos in front of it.

At one point, I noticed a man stand-
ing in front of the cart, looking at it and 
shaking his head as if in disbelief. I was 
wondering what he might be thinking, 
so I went up to him, along with Råma 
Acyuta Dåsa as my translator. 

“Is there some problem, sir?” I 
asked.

He kept his eyes fixed on the huge 
cart. 

“I can’t believe it,” he said. “It’s the 
real thing. It’s a Rathayåtrå cart.”

I was surprised that he even knew 
the right name. 

“How do you know what a Ratha- 
yåtrå cart is?” I asked.

He turned to me for a moment, then 
looked at the cart again. 

“Nine years ago I worked in a coal 
mine in the south,” he said. “It was a 
dismal job, and dangerous too. One 
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time, some of my colleagues were killed 
when a mineshaft caved in. I didn’t go 
back into that black hole again. I quit 
my job and stayed home, praying to 
God to deliver me from this horrible 
world.

“One day I decided to go to the 
town library and look for books about 
spiritual life. As I searched through  
the shelves, I found the Caitanya-
caritåm®ta, translated by Bhaktivedan- 
ta Swami. There were eight volumes. 
I glanced through the first one, but I 
couldn’t understand a thing. I decided 
to check it out anyway and take it 
home. When I went to the desk, the 
librarian smiled. She said the book had 
been there for years and I was the first 
person to take it out.

“I was desperate for spiritual knowl-
edge, and I read the book over and 
over. Gradually, I began to understand 
it. Two weeks later, I went back for the 
second volume, and the week after, for 
the third. I didn’t do anything but read 
day and night. After several months 
I had read all eight volumes at least 
twice.

“I learned a lot. I was amazed by 
Caitanya, an incarnation of God. And 
there was the explanation of the five 
ways to love God. I had never imagined 
that spiritual life could be so profound, 
so deep.

“My favorite part was the Ratha- 
yåtrå festival, where Caitanya sang and 
danced with His people. I lamented 
that I had been born too late to take 
part in those historic times.

“Sometimes Swami mentioned a 
movement that was spreading all over 
the world, a movement whose follow-
ers sang Hare K®ß∫a, like Caitanya. I 
wrote to the addresses in the books, 
but never received a reply. I prayed to 
God to help me find the movement, 
but to no avail.

“Then this morning, as I lay on the 
beach after a swim, I suddenly heard 
people singing Hare K®ß∫a. I sat up 
with a start. I couldn’t believe my eyes. 
There must have been a hundred peo- 
ple, many with drums and cymbals. 
It was as if the books I’d read about 
Caitanya were coming to life.

“But one thing confused me: there 
was no Rathayåtrå cart. For this to be 
real, there had to be a Rathayåtrå cart. 
At first I thought you people were do-

ing a theatrical performance, but then 
I thought, ‘Maybe this is the movement 
that Swami wrote about. Is God finally 
answering my prayers?’

“I took an invitation, and when 
it started to rain I went back to my 
hotel. I was waiting anxiously for the 
festival to begin. When the time came, 
I walked quickly from my hotel. When 
I came near the festival site and heard 
the singing, I started to run, and I soon 
found myself at the entrance. But 
there was such a crowd! I couldn’t see 
anything. I pushed my way through 
the people and made it onto the field.

“I was stunned by it all: the color- 
ful tents, the big stage, the singing. But 
was it real? Was it Caitanya’s move-
ment? Then suddenly, to my amaze-
ment, I saw the Rathayåtrå cart. I 
walked over here and touched it. The 
Lord has answered my prayers. I have 
found Caitanya’s movement.”

Some devotees had gathered to lis-
ten, and when he finished we were all 
speechless. I was overwhelmed by his 
story and the mercy of Lord Caitanya.

He was still looking at the cart.
“Excuse me if I seem a little emo-

tional,” he said. “I hope you under-
stand.”

“I do understand,” I said.
He turned to me with tears in his 

eyes. 
“What do I do now?” he said slowly.
I took his hand. 
“You weren’t born too late,” I said. 

“You’ve come at the perfect time. You 
can help us spread this movement. 
The saints say that Lord Caitanya is 
present wherever His devotees are 
serving Him.”

His Holiness Indradyumna Swami 
travels around the world teaching K®ß∫a 
consciousness. In Poland each summer 
he oversees dozens of festivals. Since 
1990 these festivals have introduced 
K®ß∫a to hundreds of thousands of 
people.

For more on Indradyumna Swami’s 
Festival of India, go  
to Krishna.com/381

 

Most Hare K®ß∫a centers around the world put on a special festi- 
val every Sunday—for regulars as well as newcomers. Come by  
and relish the taste of the world’s oldest cultural tradition. Call  
your nearest center to find out the schedule for the Sunday Feast. 
(See “Centers,” pages 57–61.)

The Sunday Feast
You’re Invited!

ONLINE EXTRA
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This calendar is calculated for 
Måyåpur, West Bengal, India. The 
dates, derived from a lunar calen- 
dar, may vary by one day for 
other locations. Consult your local 
Hare K®ß∫a temple for the exact 
dates for your area.

Because the Hare K®ß∫a move- 
ment comes in disciplic line from 
Caitanya Mahåprabhu, the calen- 
dar includes not only dates rele- 
vant to all followers of the Vedic 
tradition but also dates relating to 
Lord Caitanya’s associates and 
prominent spiritual masters in His 
disciplic succession.

Month of Nåråya∫a
(December 9–January 7)

JANUARY

3—Putradå EkådaΩî. Fasting from 
grains and beans.

Month of Mådhava
(January 8–February 6)

12—Appearance anniversary 
of Ûrîla Gopåla Bha††a Gos-
våmî, one of the six Gosvåmîs of 
V®ndåvana. 

13—Disappearance anniversary 
of Ûrîla Jayadeva Gosvåmî, a 
great spiritual master and author 
of Gîta-govinda.

14—Disappearance anniversary 
of Ûrîla Locana Dåsa Êhåkura, 
a great spiritual master whose 
Bengali devotional songs perpet-
uate the simple K®ß∫a conscious 
method of self-realization.

18—Ía†-tilå EkådaΩî. Fasting 
from grains and beans.

26—Appearance anniversary of 
Ûrîla Raghunåtha Dåsa Gosvåmî, 
one of the six Gosvåmîs of V®ndå- 

C a l e n d a r
vana. Disappearance anniversary  
of Ûrîla ViΩvanåtha Cakravartî Êhå- 
kura, a Vaiß∫ava spiritual master 
and author who appeared in the 
seventeenth century. Appearance 
anniversary of Ûrîmatî Viß∫upriyå 
Devî, the consort of Lord Caitanya.

28—Appearance anniversary of 
Ûrî Advaita Åcårya, an incarnation 
of Lord K®ß∫a’s expansion Mahå-
Viß∫u and a close associate of Lord 
Caitanya. Fasting till noon.

30—Disappearance anniversary 
of Ûrîpåda Madhvåcårya, Vaiß∫ava 
philosopher and spiritual master 
who appeared in the 13th century. 

31—Disappearance anniversary of 
Ûrîla Råmånujåcårya, an eleventh-
century philosopher and spiritual 
master.

FEBRUARY

2—Bhaimî EkådaΩî. Fasting from 
grains and beans. Fasting till noon 
for the appearance of Lord Varåha. 

3—Appearance anniversary of 
Lord Varåha, Lord K®ß∫a’s boar 
incarnation. (No fasting.)

4—Appearance anniversary of 
Lord Nityånanda Prabhu, a close 
associate of Lord Caitanya Mahå- 
prabhu and an incarnation of 
Lord K®ß∫a’s elder brother, Lord 
Balaråma. Fasting till noon.

6—Appearance anniversary of 
Ûrîla Narottama Dåsa Êhåkura, a 
spiritual master in the disciplic line 
from Lord Caitanya who composed 
many devotional songs in Bengali.

Month of Govinda
(February 7–March 6)

11—Appearance anniversary of 
Ûrîla Bhaktisiddhånta Sarasvatî 

Êhåkura, spiritual master of Ûrîla 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Pra- 
bhupåda, the Founder-Åcårya 
of the International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness. Fasting  
till noon, then feasting. Also, dis- 
appearance anniversary of Ûrî- 
påda Gour Govinda Swami, an 
ISKCON guru.

16—Vijayå EkådaΩî. Fasting from 
grains and beans. 

17—Disappearance anniversary of 
Ûrîla ÈΩvara Purî, Lord Caitanya’s 
spiritual master.

19—Ûrî Ûiva Råtri, a day in honor 
of Lord Ûiva.

21—Disappearance anniversary of 
Ûrîla Jagannåtha Dåsa Båbåjî, the 
great devotee in disciplic line from 
Lord Caitanya who confirmed 
Ûrîla Bhaktivinoda Êhåkura’s dis- 
covery of Caitanya’s birthplace.

MARCH

2—Amalakî-vrata EkådaΩî. Fast-
ing from grains and beans. 

3—Disappearance anniversary  
of Ûrîla Mådhavendra Purî, the 
spiritual master of Lord Caitan-
ya’s spiritual master.

6—Ûrî Gaura Pür∫imå, the ap-
pearance anniversary of Lord Ûrî 
Caitanya Mahåprabhu, who is 
K®ß∫a Himself in the role of His 
own devotee. Fasting till moon-
rise, followed by a break-fast of 
EkådaΩî prasådam (no grains or 
beans). Feasting tomorrow.

Month of Viß∫u
(March 7–April 5)

14—Appearance anniversary of 
Ûrîla Ûrîvåsa Pa∫∂ita, one of Lord 
Caitanya’s principal associates.
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O	 n August 18, 2002, my 
life 		  took a fateful turn. A 
per-		  sistent leg-pain was 
diagnosed as being caused by 
malignant terminal breast cancer 
that had spread all over my body.

Till then my life had been more 
or less similar to that of most 
Indian Hindu housewives. I was 
born and brought up in Maha- 
rashtra, a province in Western 
India, in a cultured and pious fam-
ily and had married a respectable 
school teacher, Bhagavan Mal- 
wadkar, who went on to become 
the principal of his school. Our 
three sons became well-educated 
young men, with bright careers in 
front of them.

T h e n  L o r d 
K ® ß ∫ a  e n t e r e d  m y  l i f e. Tw o  o f  m y  s o n s 
—Siddhanath and Santosh—met devotees of the ISK-
CON Youth Forum, Pune, in the middle of 1997. Being 
inspired by the devotees’ association, they took to the 
practice of K®ß∫a consciousness enthusiastically. I was 
somewhat taken aback by their sudden transformation, 
but after I met Gaursundara Dåsa, the devotee who 
was teaching them about K®ß∫a, I too was attracted 
by his disarming simplicity and profound wisdom. My 
husband and I invited him to start a weekly Bhagavad-
gîtå program at our house in Kothrud, one of the 
main suburbs of Pune, and he agreed. As the weeks 
passed by, I was drawn more and more toward K®ß∫a 
consciousness.

In the middle of 2000, my devotee sons decided 
to renounce their promising careers to join ISKCON 
full-time to become brahmacårîs (celibate students). 
I was aghast; all the dreams of their glorious future I 
had cherished since their birth lay shattered. But I con-
tinued my devotional practices and gradually came to 
accept this as the inconceivable sweet will of the Lord. 

by Surapriyå Devî Dåsî 

“I resolved to spend the rest of my life 
cultivating devotional remembrance of Lord K®ß∫a.”

How My Cancer 
Became a Blessing

Meanwhile I suffered periods of 
poor health, but nothing seemed 
seriously wrong—till the day of 
that devastating diagnosis.

Within days of the diagnosis 
I underwent surgery, but it was a 
lost cause. The cancer was so wide-
spread, doctors told my family 
members, that treatment could at 
best delay the inevitable by a few 
months. Not only was the disease 
itself very painful, but the treat-
ment brought its own pains, with 
little chance of success. 

As the horrifying reality of 
my plight sank in, I sensed that the 
pain, already excruciating, would 
worsen till death took its final toll. 
I felt it would be far easier to end 
my life myself right away than 

to try to endure the pain in an agonizing wait for an 
uncertain yet imminent death.

Spiritual Solace

My sons, who had by now become initiated (Sid- 
dhnath had become Saõkîrtanånanda Dåsa, and Santosh 
had become Sundaravara Dåsa), were alarmed when I 
revealed my thoughts to them. In gentle yet firm words, 
they told me that suicide would not solve my problems; 
rather it would aggravate them. They explained how 
all suffering comes from our past deeds and cannot be 
avoided by artificial means. They cautioned me that my 
trying to escape my destined suffering through suicide 
would only postpone the suffering to my next life. 

Besides that, the reaction to the sinful act of de-
stroying one’s own body by suicide only adds to future 
suffering. It was better, they told me, to take shelter of 
Lord K®ß∫a through devotional service, tolerate the 
suffering, seeing it as His mercy, become purified, and 
return back home, back to Godhead, never to take birth 
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again in this world of suffering. They 
reassured me that prayerful remem-
brance of the Lord would provide me 
relief from pain even in this life. 

I was stunned to hear such pro-
found philosophy from the sons I had 
nourished with my own breast milk. 
But soon the truth and wisdom in 
their words entered my heart, and I 
became filled with new hope. I resolved 
to spend the rest of my life cultivating 
devotional remembrance of K®ß∫a.

The doctors told me I had around 
seven months left. I started thinking 
of King Parîkßit, who had only seven 
days to prepare for his death. He had 
gone to the banks of the Ganges, heard 
Ûrîmad-Bhågavatam continuously for 
those seven days, and perfected his  
life. I decided to follow in his footsteps. 
I told my husband that I wanted to 
spend the last days of my life at the 
ISKCON temple in Pune. The temple 
president, RådheΩyåma Dåsa, whom I 
had always revered as a compassion-
ate saintly person, promptly agreed to 
provide us a room. I was moved by his 
kindness, as I knew there was an acute 
space shortage at the temple—forty-
three brahmacårîs lived in three rooms. 

We quickly moved into the temple. 
As I started visiting the deities daily, 
hearing the classes and kîrtanas, and 
reading Ûrîla Prabhupåda’s books, I 
discovered something amazing: fixing 
my consciousness on K®ß∫a protected 
me from the unbearable pain my body 
was inflicting upon me. 

For a short time, my health seemed 
to improve, and my husband and I 
returned home, freeing up some space  
at the temple. But as soon as I left the 
temple, my pain became so excruciat-
ing that I felt like I was being pierced 
from within at a thousand places.  
No amount of painkillers helped, but 
whenever I returned to the temple,  
my pain subsided. 

I realized again that it was Lord 
K®ß∫a who was protecting me from 

my pain, not the medicines. I begged 
RådheΩyåma Dåsa to please allow me 
to spend the brief remainder of my 
life at the temple, and he graciously 
consented, despite the inconveniences 
it would invariably cause him and the 
other devotees there.

Since childhood I had heard about 
K®ß∫a bhakti, and I knew that devotion 
was incomplete without initiation from 
a bona fide spiritual master. I started 
praying intensely, “Dear Lord K®ß∫a, 
please give me the shelter of a guru 
before I leave this body.” 

My OBE
On January 23, 2003, I underwent a 

major surgery. During the operation, 
my breath stopped for several minutes. 
During those traumatic minutes, I real-
ized my identity to be distinct from my 
body; I could see, from a vantage point 
above the operation theater, my frail 
body lying lifeless on the operation 
table. I saw the doctors and nurses run-
ning around, trying frantically to revive 
me. I don’t know what happened after 
that, but I woke up to find myself inside 
my body again. 

After that out-of-body experience 
(OBE) I felt intuitively that K®ß∫a had 
given me a fresh lease on life just so I 
could get the shelter of a guru. And, 
sure enough, on April 4, 2003, His Holi-
ness Rådhånåtha Swami, the spiritual 
master of my devotee sons, accepted 
me as his disciple.

When I look back at my life and the 
great spiritual transformation that has 
taken place over the last few months, 
I feel strongly that cancer has proved 
to be a blessing for me. Had it not 
been for this deadly disease, I would 
never have risen from ritualistic piety 
to heartfelt devotion; I would simply 
have grown old, got diseased, died, and 
continued on aimlessly in the cycle of 
birth and death. I would never have 
got the great fortune of living in the 

Lord’s temple, and I would probably 
never have sought or received initia-
tion. And certainly I would never have 
experienced the sweetness of helpless 
remembrance of Lord K®ß∫a. I feel 
therefore that the Lord has blessed me 
by giving me cancer and by simultane-
ously giving me shelter through His 
devotees and mission.

Generally when a young son re-
nounces the world to serve God, his 
parents in particular and people in gen-
eral are shocked at what they consider 
to be irresponsibility and escapism. I 
was no exception to such sentiments. 
My anguish was, in fact, much greater, 
because not one, but two, of my sons 
decided to forsake everything for the 
Lord’s service. But now on the verge 
of death, when the futility of all ma-
terial achievements stands exposed 
before me and the inestimable value 
of devotional service is dawning upon 
me, I realize how wise my sons were 
in dedicating their life to the service 
of the Lord in the prime of their youth. 

During my sickness, my two devotee 
sons carefully attended to my needs, 
arranging for me to come and stay in 
the temple with them, cooking for me, 
accompanying me to the hospital, and 
taking turns in serving me. Whenever 
I was in pain or distress, they were 
always there by my side to support 
and encourage me. They did all a 
faithful son can be expected to do for 
his mother. 

But over and above caring for my 
body, they cared for the real me—the 
soul. They provided me with spiritual 
knowledge and devotional practices, 
which saved me from unbearable 
bodily pain and brought me indescrib-
able inner happiness. I therefore feel 
that what they have done for me is far 
more than what an ordinary son can 
ever do for his mother. 

I feel proud that they were so intel-
ligent that they took to devotional ser-
vice even before I did. It is sometimes 

My breath stopped for several minutes. 
During those traumatic minutes, I realized 

my identity to be distinct from my body.
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round on beads of the Hare K®ß∫a 
mahå-mantra. Most of her relatives, 
being moved by her earnest concern 
for their spiritual well-being despite 
being herself on her deathbed, started 
chanting at once. 

Moreover Lord K®ß∫a fulfilled His 
devotee’s pure desire in a very special 
way. June 13 and 14 happened to be 
the dates of a spiritual camp at the 
Pune temple for over 150 young people 
from all over India. By arranging for 
her death on the first day of this camp, 
K®ß∫a gave all these young people a 
timely reminder of the harsh reality 
of death, a reality that modern society 
tries to hide and ignore. Through her 
shining example, they also realized 

the necessity of accepting the saving 
grace of devotional service. Surapriyå 
Devî Dåsî thus preached the glory of 
devotional service through the way she 
accepted death. K®ß∫a also glorified 
Surapriyå Devî Dåsî for her sincere 
devotion by arranging to have many 
devotees chanting to create an auspi-
cious atmosphere at the time of her 
departure from her body.

Surapriyå Devî Dåsî spoke the gist of 
this article to her husband in Marathi, 
her mother tongue. Caitanya Cara∫a 
Dåsa translated the information and 
compiled the article.
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said that the child is the father of the 
man. In my case, the sons have become 
the spiritual guides of their mother. 

Lastly I feel profound gratitude to 
Ûrîla Prabhupåda, his followers, and  
his mission, ISKCON, for having 
provided me with the shelter of Lord 
K®ß∫a’s lotus feet in my last days, when 
I so desperately needed it. It is only  
by their grace that for me cancer has 
been transformed from a curse into a 
blessing.

 *   *   *

Surapriyå Devî Dåsî passed away 
on June 13, 2003, at 3:15 A.M. within 
the premises of the Ûrî Ûrî Rådhå-
Kuñjabihårî temple, ISKCON, Pune. 
At that time, a CD player was playing 
a recording of Ûrîa Prabhupåda singing 
the Hare K®ß∫a mahå-mantra and her 
youngest son, Sundaravara Dåsa, was 
chanting on his beads next to her. Be-
fore losing consciousness the previous 
night, she repeatedly chanted the name 
of Ûrîla Prabhupåda and said that she 
very distinctly felt his presence in the 
room, something she had felt dimly on 
several occasions earlier. A few hours 
before her departure, her husband told 
her that his presence next to her would 
distract her from thinking of Lord 
K®ß∫a at the time of death and that he 
would therefore go to a nearby rela- 
tive’s house for the night. She readily 
agreed. 

During her last days, her relatives 
said that they saw no fear of death 
in her; rather they felt a divine peace 
pervade her being progressively. Even 
the doctors treating her commented 
that they had never seen a bone cancer 
patient so peaceful amid so much pain. 
(Cancer spread through the bones is 
known to be extremely painful.) She 
also requested of her husband that, af-
ter her death, he take to the vånapras-
tha (retired) order of life and dedicate 
his life to the service of Lord K®ß∫a in 
ISKCON. 

At the time of her initiation, Sura- 
priyå Devî Dåsî wrote on her initiation 
form that she would like to preach 
K®ß∫a consciousness. Devotees were 
skeptical that she could possibly 
preach, being in such a precarious 
physical condition. But she would fer-
vently request every relative who came 
to see her to start chanting at least one 
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		          (please turn to 
page 34) 
EDUCATION FOR SLEEPING
(continued from page 15)
everyone should be engaged to pro-
duce food, but the modern setup of 
civilization is that few people are en-
gaged in producing food, and others 
are eating. 

The industrialists are artificially 
getting money. And they are offering 
paper: “Here is one hundred dollars.” 
Although it is simply a piece of paper—
cheating. The ordinary people are cap-
tivated by cheating. They are thinking, 
“I have got now one hundred dollars.” 

What is this hundred dollars? It is 
paper. So some people are cheating, 
and some people are being cheated. 
This is the society.
Mother: But I think one has to be clev- 
er enough not to let people cheat you.
¸rîla Prabhupåda: “Clever” means 
that the person must stay on his own 
land. He should not be cheated by the  
paper and go to the city.
Mother: But we have to teach our 
young to be able to define between 
those who cheat and those who . . . be 
able to tell people who . . . 
¸rîla Prabhupåda: The whole civiliza-
tion is a plan for cheating others. That’s 
all. And they’re all sinful. According 
to our Vedic understanding, there are 
four things sinful, four pillars of sinful 
life: illicit sex, unnecessary killing of 
animals, intoxication, and gambling.
Mother: But you can lead a very happy 
life, still.
¸rîla Prabhupåda: Our students are 
trained in that way.
Mother: There are a lot of very good 
people in the world.
¸rîla Prabhupåda: Just see. You can 
see from your son. These devotees 
can sit down anywhere. They can lie 
down. There is no artificial living. They 
are satisfied with nice foodstuffs made 
from vegetables and milk. And chant-
ing Hare K®ß∫a, the holy name of God.
Mother: I see my son Michael is happy. 
But, you know, he came from a very 
happy home. So he should be happy, 
shouldn’t he?

¸rîla Prabhupåda: Yes.
Mother: Very happy home. Brothers 
and sisters. And we’ve all been very 
happy. And I hope he will remain 
happy.
¸rîla Prabhupåda: Now he’s even 
happier.
Mother: Yes, I can see.
¸rîla Prabhupåda: He was happy; now 
he’s happier. That is the difference.
Mother: Yes. Oh, I don’t think he’s  
happier. [Laughter as she glances at her 
son, who is nodding in the affirmative.] 
You are? I didn’t think it was possible.
¸rîla Prabhupåda (playfully): You are 
not happier.
Mother: I didn’t think it was possible.
¸rîla Prabhupåda: Because your son 
has come here, you may not be happier. 
But he’s happier.
Mother: Oh, you’re saying this. I’m  
not saying this. I’m very disappointed 
that he is not continuing with his edu-
cation. I’m not sorry that he’s happy. 
I’m happy for his happiness, wherever 
he is.
¸rîla Prabhupåda: But what is the 
purpose of education?
Mother: You’re a cultured man. You’re 
educated.
¸rîla Prabhupåda: Yes.
Mother: Did you not learn? Who gave 
you the talent to translate your Vedic 
scriptures?
¸rîla Prabhupåda: Yes.
Mother: Who gave you the talent,  
Father?
¸rîla Prabhupåda: No. I’m asking, What 
is the best part of education? So far as 
my schooling or college education is 
concerned, that is not being perused 
here.
Mother: Oh, but you’re cultured. You 
in your old age are getting tremendous 
comfort from being able to read and 
to understand what the world is do-
ing—the goodness of your books—and 
you’re able to understand the spiritual 
way of life.
¸rîla Prabhupåda: Yes. 
Mother: If you couldn’t, if you hadn’t 
been educated, Father, well, how would 

you be able to have achieved all these 
things?
¸rîla Prabhupåda: No, education is  
required.
Mother: Now, I am so happy that my 
son is happy, truthfully. But I am very 
distressed. [To devotees on hand:] And, 
little boys, don’t laugh, because this 
is serious. Um. I am very distressed 
that none of these boys continue their 
education. [In fact, Ûrîla Prabhupåda 
encouraged his academically inclined 
students to complete their university 
training. Ed. Note.] What is going to 
happen to them when they are like 
you, when they’re older, but they have 
no talents?
¸rîla Prabhupåda: But your education- 
al system—in the Western countries, 
you have got big universities. Why are 
the students becoming hippies?
Mother: Oh, well, there are always a 
certain amount becoming hippies, in 
America, anywhere. But we must de-
velop the good ones that have talent. 
We must develop them. You have the 
power to give these boys . . .
¸rîla Prabhupåda: I mean to say that 
in India for the most part there are  
no such big, big universities, such big 
facilities, but in your Western coun- 
tries you have got nice universities, a 
nice teaching system. Why is the result 
hippies?
Mother: Oh, but we’re talking of you. 
You have got the power. People follow 
you because they believe in you. So you 
have the power to educate them. And 
you and your people are not hippies, 
are you?
¸rîla Prabhupåda: My point is that this 
education simply for eating, sleeping, 
mating, and defending—this sort of 
education will not satisfy.
Mother: Well, you’re educated, you see.
¸rîla Prabhupåda: No, I am educated.
Mother: Yes, but how many of these 
are?
¸rîla Prabhupåda: But I am not edu-
cated only on this platform—eating, 
sleeping, sex life, and defense. I am  
educated on a different platform.

“The whole civilization is a plan for 
cheating others. That’s all. And they’re all sinful.” 
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			     é[q>aGavaNauvac
	    TvYaaeidTa& Xaae>aNaMaev Xaae>aNae
	        ANaahuTaa APYai>aYaiNTa bNDauzu
	    Tae YaÛNauTPaaidTadaezd*íYaae
	        bl/IYaSaaNaaTMYaMadeNa MaNYauNaa
		               Ωrî-bhagavån uvåca
	          tvayoditaµ Ωobhanam eva Ωobhane
	               anåhutå apy abhiyanti bandhußu
	          te yady anutpådita-doßa-d®ß†ayo
	               balîyasånåtmya-madena manyunå

Ωrî-bhagavån uvåca—the great lord replied; tvayå—by 
you; uditam—said; Ωobhanam—is true; eva—certainly; 
Ωobhane—my dear beautiful wife; anåhutå˙—without be-
ing invited; api—even; abhiyanti—go; bandhußu—among 
friends; te—those (friends); yadi—if; anutpådita-doßa-
d®ß†aya˙—not finding fault; balîyaså—more important; 
anåtmya-madena—by pride caused by identification with 
the body; manyunå—by anger.

The great lord replied: My dear beautiful wife, you have 
said that one may go to a friend’s house without being  
invited, and this is true, provided such a friend does not 

 
Referred to as “the ripe fruit of the tree of Vedic literature,” Ûrîmad-Bhågavatam 

is the most complete and authoritative exposition of Vedic knowledge. Five thousand years ago 
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of spiritual knowledge. Here we present Ûrîmad-Bhågavatam in serialized form, 
with the original Sanskrit text, transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports 

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupåda, 
founder-åcårya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

find fault with  the guest because of bodily identification 
and thereby become angry towards him.

PURPORT:•Lord Ûiva could foresee that as soon as 
Satî reached her father’s house, her father, Dakßa, being 
too puffed up because of bodily identification, would be 
angry at her presence, and although she was innocent and 
faultless, he would be mercilessly angry towards her. Lord 
Ûiva warned that since her father was too puffed up by his 
material possessions, he would be angry, and this would be 
intolerable for her. Therefore it was better that she not go. 
This fact was already experienced by Lord Ûiva because 
although Lord Ûiva was faultless, Dakßa had cursed him in 
so many harsh words.

	  ivÛaTaPaaeivtavPauvRYa"ku-lE/"
	      SaTaa& Gau<aE" ziÌrSataMaeTarE"
	  SMa*TaaE hTaaYaa& >a*TaMaaNadud*RXa"
	      STaBDaa Na PaXYaiNTa ih DaaMa >aUYaSaaMa(

	   vidyå-tapo-vitta-vapur-vaya˙-kulai˙

B O O K   S E C T I O N :  S R I M A D - B 

Lord Ûiva explains to his wife, Satî, why she shouldn’t 
go to see her father and attend his sacrifice.

Canto 4: Chapter 3

lord siva’s 
advice to sati 
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(1) What did Lord ¸iva foresee about Satî’s 	
	 arrival at her father’s house?
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(2) What happens when material assets 		
	 decorate a malicious person? 
(3) Why were Dakßa’s good qualities consi- 
	 dered polluted?
(4) What does it mean that Lord K®ß∫a is 		
	 akiñcana-gocara?
(5) How do we give value to material 	pos-		
	 sessions, which are considered  “zero”?

	        satåµ gu∫ai˙ ßa∂bhir asattametarai˙
	   sm®tau hatåyåµ bh®ta-måna-durd®Ωa˙
	        stabdhå na paΩyanti hi dhåma bhüyasåm

vidyå—education; tapa˙—austerity; vitta—wealth; vapu˙—
beauty of body, etc.; vaya˙—youth; kulai˙—with heritage; 
satåm—of the pious; gu∫ai˙—by such qualities; ßa∂bhi˙—
six; asattama-itarai˙—having the opposite result to those 
who are not great souls; sm®tau—good sense; hatåyåm—
being lost; bh®ta-måna-durd®Ωa˙—blind due to pride; 
stabdhå˙—being proud; na—not; paΩyanti—see; hi—for; 
dhåma—the glories; bhüyasåm—of the great souls.

Although the six qualities education, austerity, wealth, 
beauty, youth, and heritage are for the highly elevated, one 
who is proud of possessing them becomes blind, and thus 
he loses his good sense and cannot appreciate the glories 
of great personalities.

PURPORT: It may be argued that since Dakßa was very 
learned, wealthy, and austere and had descended from a 
very exalted heritage, how could he be unnecessarily angry 
towards another? The answer is that when the qualities 
of good education, good parentage, beauty, and sufficient 
wealth are misplaced in a person who is puffed up by all 
these possessions, they produce a very bad result. Milk is 
a very nice food, but when milk is touched by an envious 
serpent it becomes poisonous. •Similarly, material assets 
such as education, wealth, beauty, and good parentage are 
undoubtedly nice, but when they decorate persons of a 
malicious nature, then they act adversely. 

Another example, given by Cå∫akya Pa∫∂ita, is that a 
serpent that has a jewel on its head is still fearful because 
it is a serpent. A serpent, by nature, is envious of other liv-
ing entities, even though they be faultless. When a serpent 
bites another creature, it is not necessarily because the 
other creature is at fault; it is the habit of the serpent to 
bite innocent creatures. •Similarly, although Dakßa was qualified by many ma-
terial assets, because he was proud of his possessions and 
because he was envious, all those qualities were polluted. It 
is sometimes, therefore, detrimental for a person advancing 

in spiritual consciousness, or K®ß∫a consciousness, to possess 
such material assets. •Kuntîdevî, while offering prayers to 
K®ß∫a, addressed Him as akiñcana-gocara, one who is easily 
approached by those who are bereft of all material acquisi-
tions. Material exhaustion is an advantage for advancement 
in K®ß∫a consciousness, although if one is conscious of 
his eternal relationship with the Supreme Person-ality of 
Godhead, one can utilize one’s material assets, such as great 
learning and beauty and exalted ancestry, for the service of 
the Lord; then such assets become glorious. •In other words, unless one is K®ß∫a conscious, all his 
material possessions are zero, but when this zero is by the 
side of the Supreme One, it at once increases in value to 
ten. Unless situated by the side of the Supreme One, zero is 
always zero; one may add one hundred zeros, but the value 
will still remain zero. Unless one’s material assets are used 
in K®ß∫a consciousness, they may play havoc and degrade 
the possessor.

	     NaETaad*XaaNaa& SvJaNaVYaPae+aYaa
	         Ga*haNa( Pa[TaqYaadNaviSQaTaaTMaNaaMa( 
	     Yae_>YaaGaTaaNa( v§-iDaYaai>ac+aTae
	         AaraeiPaTa>a]Ui>arMazR<aai+ai>a"
	         naitåd®Ωånåµ sva-jana-vyapekßayå
	              g®hån pratîyåd anavasthitåtmanåm
	         ye ’bhyågatån vakra-dhiyåbhicakßate
	              åropita-bhrübhir amarßa∫åkßibhi˙

na—not; etåd®Ωånåm—like this; sva-jana—kinsmen; vyape- 
kßayå—depending on that; g®hån—in the house of; pratîyåt 
—one should go; anavasthita—disturbed; åtmanåm—mind; 
ye—those; abhyågatån—guests; vakra-dhiyå—with a cold 
reception; abhicakßate—looking at; åropita-bhrübhi˙—with 
raised eyebrows; amarßa∫a—angry; akßibhi˙—with the eyes.

One should not go to anyone’s house, even on the consid-
eration of his being a relative or a friend, when the man is 
disturbed in his mind and looks upon the guest with raised 
eyebrows and angry eyes.

PURPORT: However low a person may be, he is never unkind 
to his children, wife, and nearest kin; even a tiger is kind to its 
cubs, for within the animal kingdom the cubs are treated very 
nicely. Since Satî was the daughter of Dakßa, however cruel 
and contaminated he might be, naturally it was expected that 
he would receive her very nicely. But here it is indicated by 
the word anavasthita that such a person cannot be trusted. 
Tigers are very kind to their cubs, but it is also known that 
sometimes they eat them. Malicious persons should not be 
trusted, because they are always unsteady. Thus Satî was 
advised not to go to her father’s house because to accept 
such a father as a relative and to go to his house without 
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(6) Why would Satî be unable to tolerate her 	
		  father’s unkind words?
(7) What was the real reason for the enmity 		
	 between Lord ¸iva and Dakßa?

being properly invited was not suitable.

	   TaQaairi>aNaR VYaQaTae iXal/IMau%E"
	       XaeTae_idRTaa®ae ôdYaeNa dUYaTaa
	   SvaNaa& YaQaa v§-iDaYaa& duåi¢-i>a‚
	       idRvaiNaXa& TaPYaiTa MaMaRTaai@Ta"
	       tathåribhir na vyathate Ωilîmukhai˙
	            Ωete ’rditåõgo h®dayena düyatå
	       svånåµ yathå vakra-dhiyåµ duruktibhir
	            divå-niΩaµ tapyati marma-tå∂ita˙

tathå—so; aribhi˙—enemy; na—not; vyathate—is hurt; Ωilî- 
mukhai˙—by the arrows; Ωete—rests; ardita—aggrieved;  
aõga˙—a part; h®dayena—by the heart; düyatå—grieving; 
svånåm—of relatives; yathå—as; vakra-dhiyåm—deceitful; 
duruktibhi˙—by harsh words; divå-niΩam—day and night; 
tapyati—suffers; marma-tå∂ita˙—one whose feelings are 
hurt.

Lord ¸iva continued: If one is hurt by the arrows of an 
enemy, one is not as aggrieved as when cut by the unkind 
words of a relative, for such grief continues to rend one’s 
heart day and night.

PURPORT: Satî might have concluded that she would take 
the risk of going to her father’s house, and even if her fa-
ther spoke unkindly against her she would be tolerant, as  
a son sometimes tolerates the reproaches of his parents.  • But Lord Ûiva reminded her that she would not be able 
to tolerate such unkind words because natural psychol-
ogy dictates that although one can suffer harm from an 
enemy and not mind so much because pain inflicted by an 
enemy is natural, when one is hurt by the strong words of 
a relative, one suffers the effects continually, day and night, 
and sometimes the injury becomes so intolerable that one 
commits suicide.

	   VYa¢&- TvMauTk*-íGaTae" Pa[JaaPaTae"
	       iPa[YaaTMaJaaNaaMaiSa Sau>a]u Mae MaTaa
	   TaQaaiPa MaaNa& Na iPaTau" Pa[PaTSYaSae
	       Madaé[YaaTk-" PairTaPYaTae YaTa"
	     vyaktaµ tvam utk®ß†a-gate˙ prajåpate˙
	          priyåtmajånåm asi subhru me matå
	     tathåpi månaµ na pitu˙ prapatsyase
	          mad-åΩrayåt ka˙ paritapyate yata˙

vyaktam—it is clear; tvam—you; utk®ß†a-gate˙—hav-
ing the best behavior; prajåpate˙—of Prajåpati Dakßa; 
priyå—the pet; åtmajånåm—of the daughters; asi—you 
are; subhru—O you with the beautiful eyebrows; me—my; 

matå—considered; tathå api—yet; månam—honor; na—not; 
pitu˙ —from your father; prapatsyase—you will meet with; 
mat-åΩrayåt—from connection with me; ka˙—Dakßa; pari- 
tapyate—is feeling pain; yata˙—from whom.

My dear white-complexioned wife, it is clear that of the 
many daughters of Dakßa you are the pet, yet you will not 
be honored at his house because of your being my wife. 
Rather, you will be sorry that you are connected with me.

PURPORT: Lord Ûiva put forward the argument that even 
if Satî proposed to go alone, without her husband, still she 
would not be received well because she was his wife. There 
was every chance of a catastrophe, even if she wanted to go 
alone. Therefore Lord Ûiva indirectly requested her not to 
go to her father’s house.

	     PaaPaCYaMaaNaeNa ôdaTaureiNd]Ya"
	         SaMa*iÖi>a" PaUåzbuiÖSaai+a<aaMa(
	     Ak-LPa WzaMaiDarae!uMaÅSaa
	         Par& Pad& Üeií YaQaaSaura hirMa(
	        påpacyamånena h®dåturendriya˙
	             sam®ddhibhi˙ pürußa-buddhi-såkßi∫åm
	        akalpa eßåm adhiro∂hum añjaså
	             paraµ padaµ dveß†i yathåsurå harim

påpacyamånena—burning; h®då—with a heart; åtura-
indriya˙—who is distressed; sam®ddhibhi˙—by the pious 
reputation, etc.; pürußa-buddhi-såkßi∫åm—of those who are 
always absorbed in thought of the Supreme Lord; akalpa˙—
being unable; eßåm—of those persons; adhiro∂hum—to rise; 
añjaså—quickly; param—merely; padam—to the standard; 
dveß†i—envy; yathå—as much as; asurå˙—the demons; 
harim—the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

One who is conducted by false ego and thus always dis-
tressed, both mentally and sensually, cannot tolerate the 
opulence of self-realized persons. Being unable to rise to 
the standard of self-realization, he envies such persons as 
much as demons envy the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

PURPORT: •The real reason for the enmity between Lord 
Ûiva and Dakßa is explained here. Dakßa was envious of 
Lord Ûiva because of Ûiva’s high position as an incarnation 
of a quality of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and 
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because Ûiva was directly in contact with the Supersoul 
and was therefore honored and given a better sitting place 
than he. There were many other reasons also. Dakßa, being 
materially puffed up, could not tolerate the high position 
of Lord Ûiva, so his anger at Lord Ûiva’s not standing up in 
his presence was only the final manifestation of his envy. 

Lord Ûiva is always in meditation and always perceives 
the Supersoul, as expressed here by the words pürußa-
buddhi-såkßi∫åm. The position of one whose intelligence 
is always absorbed in meditation upon the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead is very great and cannot be imitated 
by anyone, especially an ordinary person. •When Dakßa 
entered the arena of yajña, Lord Ûiva was in meditation 
and might not have seen Dakßa enter, but Dakßa took the 
opportunity to curse him because Dakßa had maintained an 
envious attitude towards Lord Ûiva for a long time. Those 
who are actually self-realized see every individual body as 
a temple of the Supreme Personality of Godhead because 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, in His Paramåtmå 
feature, is residing in everyone’s body.

When one offers respect to the body, it is not to the ma-
terial body but to the presence of the Supreme Lord. Thus 
one who is always in meditation upon the Supreme Lord is 
always offering Him obeisances. But since Dakßa was not 
very elevated, he thought that obeisances were offered to the 
material body, and because Lord Ûiva did not offer respect 
to his material body, Dakßa became envious. Such persons, 
being unable to rise to the standard of self-realized souls 
like Lord Ûiva, are always envious. 

The example given here is very suitable. Asuras, demons 
or atheists, are always envious of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead; they simply want to kill Him. •Even in this age 
we find some so-called scholars commenting on Bhagavad-
gîtå who are envious of K®ß∫a. When K®ß∫a says, man-manå 
bhava mad-bhakta˙ (Bg. 18.65)—“Always think of Me, be-
come My devotee, and surrender unto Me”—the so-called 
scholars comment that it is not to K®ß∫a that we have to 
surrender. That is envy. The asuras or atheists, the demons, 
without reason or cause, are envious of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead. Similarly, instead of offering respect 
to self-realized persons, foolish men who cannot approach 
the highest standard of self-realization are always envious, 
although there is no reason.

	  Pa[TYauÓMaPa[é[Ya<aai>avadNa&
	      ivDaqYaTae SaaDau iMaQa" SauMaDYaMae
	  Pa[ajE" ParSMaE PauåzaYa ceTaSaa
	      GauhaXaYaaYaEv Na dehMaaiNaNae
	    pratyudgama-praΩraya∫åbhivådanaµ
	         vidhîyate sådhu mitha˙ sumadhyame
	    pråjñai˙ parasmai purußåya cetaså
	         guhå-Ωayåyaiva na deha-månine

pratyudgama—standing up from one’s seat; praΩraya∫a—
welcoming; abhivådanam—obeisances; vidhîyate—are 
intended; sådhu—proper; mitha˙—mutually; su-madhyame 
—my dear young wife; pråjñai˙—by the wise; paras-
mai—unto the Supreme; purußåya—unto the Supersoul; 
cetaså—with the intelligence; guhå-Ωayåya—sitting within 
the body; eva—certainly; na—not; deha-månine—to the 
person identifying with the body.

My dear young wife, certainly friends and relatives offer 
mutual greetings by standing up, welcoming one another, 
and offering obeisances. But those who are elevated to 
the transcendental platform, being intelligent, offer such 
respects to the Supersoul, who is sitting within the body, 
not to the person who identifies with the body.

PURPORT: It may be argued that since Dakßa was the 
father-in-law of Lord Ûiva, it was certainly the duty of Lord 
Ûiva to offer him respect. In answer to that argument it is 
explained here that when a learned person stands up or 
offers obeisances in welcome, he offers respect to the Su-
persoul, who is sitting within everyone’s heart. •It is seen, 
therefore, among Vaiß∫avas, that even when a disciple offers 
obeisances to his spiritual master, the spiritual master im-
mediately returns the obeisances because they are mutually 
offered not to the body but to the Supersoul. Therefore the 
spiritual master also offers respect to the Supersoul situated 
in the body of the disciple. 

The Lord says in Ûrîmad-Bhågavatam that offering re-
spect to His devotee is more valuable than offering respect 
to Him. Devotees do not identify with the body, so offering 
respect to a Vaiß∫ava means offering respect to Viß∫u. It  
is stated also that as a matter of etiquette as soon as one 
sees a Vaiß∫ava one must immediately offer him respect, 
indicating the Supersoul sitting within. A Vaiß∫ava sees  
the body as a temple of Viß∫u. Since Lord Ûiva had already  
offered respect to the Supersoul in K®ß∫a consciousness, 
offering respect to Dakßa, who identified with his body,  
was already performed. There was no need to offer respect 
to his body, for that is not directed by any Vedic injunction.

                     [continued in the next issue]

B O O K   S E C T I O N :   s r i m a d - b h a g a v a t a m

(8) Why might Lord ¸iva not have seen 	
	D akßa entering the arena?
(9) What do Gîtå commentators reveal 	
	 about themselves when they say that it 	
	 is not K®ß∫a to whom we should 		
	 surrender?
(10) Why does a Vaiß∫ava spiritual master 	
	 return the obeisances of his disciple?
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FROM EAR TO ETERNITY
(continued from page 14)
to pierce through sensual, mental, and 
intellectual levels of existence—all 
lower strata of consciousness—for 
purification and spiritual enlighten-
ment. The sounds of different letters, 
particularly Sanskrit letters, have been 
shown to affect the mind, intellect, and 
auditory nerves of those who chant and 
hear them. The seven energy centers 
(cakras) of the spinal column, as well as 
the i∂å, piõgalå, and sußum∫å nadîs, or 
the three prå∫ic channels of the subtle 
body, all respond to mantras, bring-
ing practitioners to elevated levels of 
awareness. 

The Power 
of God’s Names

Vedic texts tell us that in much 
the same way that sound can awaken 
someone, calling out the name of God 
can awaken the soul from conditioned, 
materialistic slumber. In fact, the 
world’s major religious traditions con-
cur that it is by chanting the 
name of God that one attains 
enlightenment and freedom 
from the cycle of birth and 
death.

Mohammed counseled, 
“Glorify the name of your 
Lord, the most high.” (Koran 
87.2) Saint Paul said, “Every-
one who calls upon the name 
of the Lord will be saved.” 
(Romans 10.13) Buddha de-
clared, “All who sincerely call 
upon my name will come to 
me after death, and I will take 
them to paradise.” (Vows of 
Amida Buddha 18) King Dav- 
id preached, “From the ris-
ing of the sun to its setting, 
the name of the Lord is to 
be praised.” (Psalms 113.3) 
And the Vaiß∫ava scriptures 
as-sert, “Chant the holy name, 
chant the holy name, chant  
the holy name of the Lord.  
In this age of quarrel there is 
no other way, no other way,  
no other way to attain spiri-
tual enlightenment.” (B®han-
nåradîya Purå∫a 38.126).

Praise of the holy name  
of God is found throughout 

the Vaiß∫ava scriptures. Here are two  
examples:

Oh, how glorious are they whose 
tongues are chanting Your holy 
name! Even if originally low-born 
dog-eaters, they are to be considered 
worshipable. To have reached the 
point of chanting the Lord’s name, 
they must have executed various 
austerities and Vedic sacrifices and 
achieved all the good qualities of 
true Aryans. If they are chanting 
Your holy name, they must have 
bathed in all holy rivers, studied the 
Vedas, and fulfilled all prescribed 
duties. (Ûrîmad-Bhågavatam 3.33.7)

The holy name of K®ß∫a is the 
spiritually blissful giver of all bene-
dictions, for it is K®ß∫a Himself, the 
reservoir of pleasure. K®ß∫a’s name 
is complete in itself and is the essen-
tial form of all spiritual relationships. 
It is not a material name under any 
condition, and it is no less powerful 
than K®ß∫a Himself. This name is  
not tinged by any aspect of material 

nature, because it is identical with 
K®ß∫a. (Padma Purå∫a 3.21) 

And, finally, K®ß∫a says, “I do not 
live in Vaiku∫†ha, in the hearts of the 
yogis, or inside the sun. Rather, My 
dear Nårada, I am present wherever 
My devotees sing about Me.” (Padma 
Purå∫a, Uttara-kha∫∂a 92.21–22)

Because chanting the name of God 
is so much emphasized in Vaiß∫ava 
texts, we focus on chanting as a central 
devotional practice. Thus, deep medi-
tation and great emotion accompany 
japa (soft chanting) and kîrtana, or 
saõkîrtana (congregational chanting). 
When perfected, the chanting leads to 
awareness of God’s absolute nature, 
i.e., that there is no difference between 
nåmî (“the named one”) and nåma 
(“the name”). Elucidation on the ab-
solute nature of K®ß∫a and His name is 
the heart of Vaiß∫ava practice, leading 
to love of God.

Norvin Hein, Professor Emeritus at 
Yale University, has witnessed enthu-
siastic Vaiß∫ava kîrtana. In his essay 
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“Chaitanya’s Ecstasies and the Theol-
ogy of the Name,” he captures its most 
emotional components: 

In the singing of verses like these, 
each line, separately, is incanted 
by the leader first, and the whole 
assembly repeats each line after 
him, one by one. As the verse is 
gone through again and again, the 
leader steps up the tempo. When the 
speed of utterance approaches the 
utmost possible, the whole group, 
in unison, begins to shout the lines, 
at the same time beating out the 
rhythm with sharply-timed clapping 
of hands. The singers begin to sway 
and let themselves go in ungoverned 
gestures. Faces flush. From the line 
of instrumental accompanists the 
bell-like peal of small brass cymbals 
swells up with the rising shouting and 
pierces through it. The whole process 
approaches a crashing, breathtaking 
crescendo. The point of explosion 
is reached: eyes flash, mouths drop 
open, a tremor runs through the 
entire assembly. The Power, the Pres-
ence, has been felt!

Chanting Hare K‰Íıa 

Scripture asserts that the Hare 
K®ß∫a mahå-mantra, or “the great 
chant for deliverance,” is the most 
powerful of incantations, for it includes  
the potency of all other mantras. Thus, 
for the current age the Vedic literature 
recommends the chanting of Hare 
K®ß∫a, Hare K®ß∫a, K®ß∫a K®ß∫a, Hare 
Hare/ Hare Råma, Hare Råma, Råma 
Råma, Hare Hare. Statements to this 

effect can be found in the Brahmå∫∂a 
Purå∫a, the Kali-santara∫a Upanißad, 
and other Vedic texts. 

In this sacred mantra, the word Hare 
refers to Lord Hari, a name for K®ß∫a 
that indicates His ability to remove 
obstacles from His devotees’ path. 
In a more esoteric sense, Hare is a 
vocative form of Harå, which refers to 
Ûrîmatî Rådhårå∫î, the divine feminine 
energy—Lord K®ß∫a’s eternal consort 
and transcendental counterpart. 

K®ß∫a means “the all-attractive 
one,” God in His original form. Etymo-
logically, the word k®ß indicates the at-
tractive feature of the Lord’s existence, 
and na means spiritual pleasure. When 
the verb k®ß is added to the affix na, it 
becomes K®ß∫a, which means “the ab-
solute person, who gives spiritual plea-
sure through His all-attractive quali-
ties.” According to Sanskrit semantic 
derivation (nirukti), it is also under-
stood that na refers to the Lord’s abil-
ity to stop the repetition of birth and 
death. And k®ß is a synonym for sat- 
tårtha, or “existential totality.” Another 
way of understanding the word K®ß∫a, 
then, is “that Lord who embodies all of 
existence and who can help the living 
entities overcome the repeated suffer-
ing of birth and death.” 

Råma refers to both Balaråma 
(K®ß∫a’s elder brother) and Lord Rå-
macandra, a prominent incarnation of 
the Lord who is the subject of the epic 
known as the Råmåya∫a. It is also said, 
however, that Råma refers to Rådhå-
rama∫a, another name for K®ß∫a, 
meaning “one who brings pleasure to 
Ûrîmatî Rådhårå∫î.” 

Thus the mahå-mantra, composed 
solely of the Lord’s most confidential 
names, embodies the essence of the 
divine. As a prayer, the mantra is 
translated in the following way: “O 
Lord! O divine energy of the Lord! 
Please engage me in Your service.” 
The selflessness of this mantra—asking 
to serve God rather than asking God 
to do something for us—situates it in 
a unique category, even among the 
best of prayers and the most powerful 
of incantations. But its pure form can 
only be heard by the pure devotee—in 
his “inner ear,” which is in his heart of 
hearts.

The Right Hearing Aid

When I returned to my mom’s home 
to tell her about my meeting with her 
ear doctor, she had already made up her 
mind: “I’m not getting a hearing aid.” 

She just didn’t want to be bothered. 
Truth is, her doctor said that a hearing 
aid would just add to her discomfort 
and probably wouldn’t help her much 
anyway. I told her how, as I spoke to her 
doctor, my mind had wandered to Vedic 
mantras and spiritual sound vibrations. 
But she couldn’t hear what I was saying, 
literally or figuratively. 

She asked me if I would get a hear-
ing aid if I were her. 

“Probably not,” I said. 
“What?”
I spoke up: “No, I wouldn’t get one.” 
After some time, I added that I had 

already accepted a hearing aid many 
years ago. She knew what I meant, and 
let out a loud guffaw.

 “You mean your Swami Prabhu- 
påda, right?” She smiled. “Your hearing 
was definitely in trouble, but Prabh-
upåda taught you to hear things in a 
way that serves you well.”

She thought for a second, and added, 
“I should have such an effective hear-
ing aid.” 

Satyaråja Dåsa is a disciple of Ûrîla 
Prabhupåda and a regular contributor 
to BTG. He has written twenty books 
on K®ß∫a consciousness, and is the edi-
tor of the recently published Holy War: 
Violence and the Bhagavad Gita. He 
lives with his wife and daughter near 
New York City. 

The Touchstone of the Holy 
Name

	            harinåma cintåma∫i akhilåm®ta khåni
	                 k®ß∫a-k®på bale ye påila
	            k®tårtha se mahåΩaya sadå pür∫ånanda-maya
	                 råga-bhåve Ωrî-k®ß∫a bhajila

“This touchstone of the holy name is a limitless mine of luscious 
gems. The fortunate soul who discovers it by K®ß∫a’s grace is inevi-
tably fulfilled by it. Such a person always experiences ever-increasing 
joy, for it leads him to worship K®ß∫a in the mood of spontaneity. 



january / february 2004  •  BACK TO GODHEAD     41

                hen Toˇa Gopˆnåtha Dåsa   	
             arrives at the Chilliwack Com-	
            munity Services building driving 
a shiny black Harley Davidson motor-
cycle, the loud rumbling pouring out of 
the polished silver tailpipes turns every 
head in the parking lot. At first sight, the 
long hair tied back into a ponytail and 
the big belt buckle might suggest that 
another biker from the halfway house 
has arrived for an appointment with his 
parole officer. But when he walks in and 
takes his seat behind the supervisor’s 
desk, you notice something different 

W about this biker. His clothes are clean, 
there’s a warm glisten in his eyes, and 
he wears neck beads and tilaka. He may 
indeed be an angel, but he’s clearly not 
one of hell’s.

To†a Gopînåtha is a well known, eas-
ily recognizable, and highly valued social 
worker in this town of fifty thou- 
sand people in British Columbia, 
Canada. When he gives motivational lec-
tures to high school audiences and other 
groups, people listen. His total honesty 
in confronting human despair and his 
complete faith in the power of 

The mercy of guru and K®ß∫a salvaged a life 
of degradation born of childhood abuse.

by Yogînåtha Dåsa

Climbing from the Street 
Back to Krsna’s Lotus Feet
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people to heal themselves through 
prayer has saved and inspired hun-
dreds, if not thousands.

 
Against the Odds

Although To†a is regarded as 
confident, happy, well-adjusted, and 
deeply religious, the road he traveled 
was filled with violence, addiction, and 
sexual abuse. 

After hearing To†a tell his story to 
a packed courtroom audience, a high- 
ly seated provincial judge said, “In 
my experience, anyone who has gone 
through what you have is either dead 
or serving a life sentence in our federal 
prisons.”

By the time To†a Gopînåtha moved 
into the Vancouver temple at age sev-
enteen, in 1976, he had already been 
living alone on the streets for seven 
years. He had escaped the clutches of a 
violent alcoholic father, who was later 
tried and convicted for his attempts to 
murder To†a.

On the streets, To†a was periodically 
picked up and placed into different 
missions and foster homes, where 
sexual abuse was common. He recalls 
being brought into a steam-bath house 
where a number of sweaty men lined 
up to impose sexual favors on the boy. 

“I had ‘victim’ written all over my 
face,” To†a explains.

Mercy to Last 
More than a Lifetime

Somehow he ended up on K®ß∫a’s 
doorstep and spent eight years chant-
ing Hare K®ß∫a and following the 
regulative principles of devotional life. 
It was during this initial encounter with 
K®ß∫a consciousness that To†a feels he 
received the mercy that would later 
save him. One episode stands out. To†a 
recalls once spending eighteen straight 
hours distributing Ûrîla Prabhupåda’s 
books—640 in one day. He was later 
told that when an ailing Ûrîla Prabhu- 
påda had seen the book-sales report, he 

had touched To†a’s name at the top of 
the list and commented that seeing his 
disciples taking up this work with such 
great enthusiasm gave him life. Close 
to thirty years later, To†a remembers 
that event with great satisfaction. He 
feels certain that for at least a moment 
he received the mercy of his spiritual 
master, and that’s more than enough to 
guarantee his ultimate spiritual success. 

That moment of glory unfortunately 
was followed by a decade of degrada-
tion. Ten long years of drug and alcohol 
abuse, financed by stealing and cheat-
ing, ended in a jail term at British 
Columbia’s Ocala prison. 

As To†a now laughingly puts it, “I 
still had a few issues to work out.” 

The emotional trauma of a wick-
edly cruel, almost inhuman, childhood 
filled with sexual abuse had yet to be 
reconciled.

In 1990 To†a hit rock bottom. It was 
on the front lawn of a wild bikers’ party. 
Inside, behind darkened windows, his 
friends were engulfed in hysterical 
revelry fueled by cocaine and alcohol. 
Outside, a weeping To†a was on his 
knees begging Lord K®ß∫a for help. As 
he did so, a familiar voice in his heart 
reassured him. From that moment he 
turned his back on addiction and never 
returned.

That was the beginning of his road 
to recovery. It was followed by end-
less hours of counseling and prayer. 
Gallons of tears from his heart poured 
out over the weeks, months, and years 
that followed.

To†a’s childhood trauma was even-
tually brought to closure when a highly 
publicized court case sentenced his  
father to prison for the wrongs he had 
inflicted upon his son over a quarter 
of a century earlier. After a three-day 
hearing, regularly interrupted by a  
tearful court reporter who found it  
difficult to record the history of To†a’s 
tormented childhood, To†a was award-
ed a court settlement from the prov-
ince of Ontario. He invested it in real 

estate, and the one-time penniless,  
skid-row drug addict and ex-con now  
expects to retire by age sixty.

Using Life’s Lessons

It was during the years of rehabilita-
tion that To†a began an in-depth study 
of the psychology of addiction and 
sexual abuse. Nearly every waking 
hour has found him enrolled in one 
course or another. His certificates now 
fill a fat binder and cover the better 
part of a wall.

His early training in the philoso- 
phy and principles of K®ß∫a conscious-
ness, coupled with his own real life  
lessons and the same passionate en-
thusiasm that once made him a top 
book-salesman, synthesized into a 
dynamo of a self-made social worker 
infused with the power to heal. His 
deep understanding of human suffer-
ing and his overpowering belief in the 
ability of prayer to salvage damaged 
lives have made him popular with lo-
cal law enforcement agencies, regional 
educators, government ministries in the 
top echelons of the social services field, 
and especially with his clients.

When asked to summarize effective 
methods for overcoming addiction and 
the trauma caused by sexual abuse, the 
big, gruff biker with a helmet in one 
hand and a bead bag in the other will 
tell you he owes everything to his guru 
and K®ß∫a. 

“I never gave up on K®ß∫a, and He 
never gave up on me. But I never take 
His blessings for granted. I begin every 
day on my knees praying, and I end it 
the same way. If I do that, everything 
in between seems to work out fine.”

Yogînåtha Dåsa lives in ISKCON’s Sar- 
anagati Dhama community in British 
Columbia, Canada. His “How I Came 
to K®ß∫a Consciousness” appeared in 
our November/December 2003 issue.

With a helmet in one hand and a bead bag in the other, 
he’ll tell you he owes everything to his guru and Krsna.
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Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna 
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare
Hare Rama, Hare Rama 
Rama Rama, Hare Hare
Pronunciation: ha-ray, krish-na, 
ra-ma (rhymes with “drama”)
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On Interstate 75 north of 
Gainesville, Florida, the Hare 
K®ß∫a youth bus heads down 
the home stretch, completing 
a 13,600-mile journey across 

North America. Traveling long 
distances on the bus (above) 

affords plenty of time for enjoy-
able chanting sessions. At right: 

In two months, tour members 
visited eighteen ISKCON tem-

ples and set up nine Rathayåtrå 
festivals. 
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T
“Life is a daring adventure or nothing 
at all.”—Helen Keller
 
	hos e words could be our mot- 
	 to as we zoom down a deserted 	
	A rizona highway at 2:45 A.M. 
aboard Garuda II, our big yellow  
Hare Krishna Youth Ministry tour bus. 
We’ve just completed the first of two 

Hare Krsna Youth

On Tour
by Manu Dåsa and Jaya Rådhe Devî Dåsî

In the spirit of Prabhupåda’s young disciples  
in the ’70s, a new generation hits the roads of 
America with K®ß∫a’s names and message. 

months of our Festival of India tour 
across America and are on a mission 
to reach Los Angeles before sunrise. 
Janaka ‰ßi’s at the wheel. Jaya, Citra, 
and Dakßinå are keeping him awake 
by rehearsing lines for our play at the 
upcoming Venice Beach Rathayåtrå.

 “Isn’t this, like, totally surreal?” 
Dakßinå interjects. “Just a few hours 

ago we were eating watermelon at the 
edge of the Grand Canyon, and now 
we’re in the middle of the Arizona des-
ert. By sunrise we’ll be in Los Angeles, 
setting up another Rathayåtrå. And we 
still have San Diego, Laguna Beach, 
Kings Canyon and Sequoia National 
Parks, San Francisco, Van-couver, and 
Denver to go!”

“I know,” Citra adds. “I’ve lived in 
North Carolina all my life and have 
never done anything like this before. 
This is just awesome!”

Tucked away on bunk beds behind 
the driver’s cabin, the rest of our crew 
—forty-one devotee youth and their 
chaperones—are all sound asleep. 

Photo: Yamaråja Dåsa
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When we reach LA, they’ll rise to the 
occasion, as they have five times this 
summer, to help set up the festival,  
perform “The Advent of Lord Jagan- 
nåtha,” sing and dance to kîrtanas on 
stage, and serve the free feast to thou-

“The whole 
point of the tour 
was to present 
a way of having 
fun that is liter- 
ally “out of this 
world.” There 
is nothing like 
having fun in 
K®ß∫a consciousness with our  
devotee family. So many of us real- 
ized this as we were spiritually 
recharged during each Rathayåtrå, 
each Bhågavatam discussion, each 
rockin’ kîrtana. 

“About halfway through the 
tour, one girl told me that she had 
done many things in life that she 
had thought would make her happy. 
“Sure,” she said, “I thought I was 
happy for a little bit, but there was 
always misery after that.” Then 
she told me that, for the first time, 
she was happy doing devotional 
service on the bus tour, without any 
misery or regrets afterwards. She 
said she had never been so happy 
in her life. Although I had heard 
many times before how one is truly 
happy in K®ß∫a consciousness, I 
really stopped to think about it 
after my talk with that girl. I came 
to the conclusion that it was indeed 
true, because I was experiencing the 
same happiness.”
        —Ûara∫ågatî Devî Dåsî, age 18

sands of people. And at the end of the 
festival, we’ll take down the tents and 
exhibits, load them into the Festival 
of India trailer, and drive through the 
night to our next destination. Nine Ra-
thayåtrås, dozens of temples across the 

USA and Canada, camping, hiking and 
swimming at national parks, exuberant 
kîrtanas, whitewater rafting—the sum-
mer adventure of a lifetime. 

“We just crossed into California. 
That’s 8,628 miles for the fuel log,” 
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Strip: Rasåcårya Dåsa
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modern MCI 102-DL3 Greyhound 
“Garuda II.” He recalls: “We would 
buy these old GMC buses for cheap. 
They must have been twenty years 
old even back then—they looked like  
buses from the 1950s. And we’d drive 
them into the ground, until the engine 
stopped running. We didn’t have the 
money to rebuild transmissions in 
those days. This bus is a blessing in 
comparison. When people see this 
bus—clean, bright, shiny yellow, with 
‘Hare Krishna Youth Ministry’ written 
on the sides—they go, ‘Wow! Cool! I’m 
so glad to see that you Hare K®ß∫as 
have such a nice program for your 
youth.’ That’s what one gas station at-
tendant told me.”

Another one of our bus drivers, Jaya 
Dåsa, was talking with a friend about 
the trip: “We pulled into a small town 

Janaka ‰ßi reminds the night-shift 
volunteers. “I think I’ll pull over at the 
welcome center and let Dravi∫åkßa 
drive for a bit. We’re carrying the most 
precious cargo in the universe.” 

Transcendental 
Road Show: 

Then and Now

The year is 1973. Viß∫ujana Swami, 
Tamål K®ß∫a Goswami, and several 
other disciples of Ûrîla Prabhupåda, all 
in their late teens and early twenties, 
take an old Greyhound bus and put 
on festivals in city parks across North 
America. 

Since June of 1973, we have taken the 
Supreme Lord Himself (in His Deity 
form called Rådhå-Dåmodara) all 

over the United States. Along with 
ten other devotees, we bring the 
Lord to colleges, fairs, any large fes-
tive gathering. There we set up tents 
and spread K®ß∫a consciousness by 
chanting Hare K®ß∫a, accompanied 
by ancient instruments, distributing 
prasåda, preaching individually to  
interested people, and distributing 
books by our spiritual master. 
—Viß∫ujana Swami, BTG Issue #67.

Today, thirty years later, we have 
come full circle. The next generation 
of Hare K®ß∫a youth are taking to the 
road with a renewed spirit of adven-
ture, to spread Ûrî K®ß∫a’s message all 
over North America. 

Dravi∫åkßa Dåsa was a bus driver 
for the original Rådhå-Damodara 
Traveling Sankîrtana Party. Today, he 
relives his teenage years, driving our 
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The play “Advent 
of Lord Jagan-

nåtha” (top strip) 
enchanted audiences 

across the country. 
A day at Lake Erie 

(both photos at 
left) included sun-
drenched kîrtanas 
and Prabhupåda’s 

books for the 
inquisitive. At right: 

Evening chant-
ing at the home of 

MayeΩvara Dåsa in 
Ojai, California.
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“The bus tour 
was more won- 
derful than I 
could have ever 
dreamt possible. 
I got so much 
inspiration from 
being more 
K®ß∫a conscious, 
realizing it is not 
something I have to do but want to 
do. My parents have always been 
prodding me to be more K®ß∫a 
conscious. So in my rebellion, I felt 
for so long that I couldn’t be as 
K®ß∫a conscious as  
I would like, because my parents 
would be thinking they’d won. I 
don’t like to think my relationship 
to K®ß∫a should be something for 
them to win. Nevertheless, I came 
to realize I can do it the way I like. 
I don’t quite know when or where 
this thought came to me on the 
tour, but it is there, and I say thank 
you! 

“I could fill a whole page with 
one thank you after the other, and 
it would be a more accurate pic- 
ture of how truly thankful I am 
that somehow the universe inter- 
vened and sent me from Sweden 
over the Atlantic and into the 
presence of so many people that  
I now share a bond with, and that I 
hope will last a lifetime.”

in the middle of nowhere, in upstate 
New York. There was a raging kîrtana 
going on inside the bus. We stopped 
at this small supermarket to shop for 
lunch. As everyone got off the bus, you 
should have seen this place! Within 
minutes, a dozen local youth were 

gathered around us, asking us who we 
were, where we were headed, and if 
they could come and join us. They were  
totally mesmerized.” 

After a full  day of whitewater 
rafting on the Thompson River near 
ISKCON’s Saranagati community in 

Canada, Shane, our Native American 
rafting guide, had to ask, “Where do 
you guys come from? I’ve never met 
so many bright and happy young peo- 
ple in one place before. You even smell 
good. Hare K®ß∫as, eh? You guys are 
amazing!” 
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Strip: Rasåcårya Dåsa
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“Now there’s a name I haven’t 
heard in years: Hare K®ß∫a,” a ranger 
commented as she gave us a huge smile 
and a large discount on the park en-
trance fees. “Enjoy your stay at Kings 
Canyon and Sequoia National Parks.” 

Temple on Wheels

In many ways our big yellow bus, 
affectionately called ISKCON Ga-
ruda, is like a temple on wheels. For 
two months, the bus tour participants 
are members of this youth temple, 

associating with other devotee youth 
during morning and evening kîrtana 
programs for our traveling deities and 
having discussions with Swamis and 
older devotees who join us for a few 
days on the tour. We visit temples, put 
on festivals, and stop for inspiration at 
places of pilgrimage. The experience 
is ever fresh, and there’s something 
unexpected around every turn, with 
every new day.

The day before the Toronto Ratha- 
yåtrå, we caught up with Bhakti Mårga 
Swami on his second walk across Cana-

da. We walked with him for a few hours 
through magnificent Elora Gorge, two 
hours west of Toronto. At one point 
we all sat down in a circle at a bluff 
overhanging the river gorge below and 
listened intently as he told of his many 
adventures along the cross-Canada 
walk. Hearing of the many pairs of 
shoes he had worn out, and the austeri-
ties he had to endure from traffic, heat, 
cold, insects, rain, and snow, made any 
inconveniences we had to undergo on 
our bus tour seem trivial. 

At the Fourth of July Rathayåtrå 
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The 
magnificent 
view of the 
Saranagati val-
ley from Mt. 
Govar- 
dhan (far  
left), at the 
ISKCON 
Saranagati 
community in 
British Colum- 
bia, Canada, 
is well worth 
the climb. The 
trip to Brit-
ish Columbia 
includes a day 
of whitewater 
rafting (left) 
down the 
Thompson 
River in the 
Rocky Moun- 
tains. Bottom 
Strip: Chanting 
in downtown 
Montreal, 
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in Washington, D.C., we set a new 
record for the fastest take-down of 
the Festival of India. In only one hour 
and twenty minutes our boys and girls 
disassembled the exhibits and tents, 
rolled everything up, and tucked it all 
away in the Festival of India trailer. 

In New York City, we went on a 
sight-seeing tour to 26 Second Ave., the 
“Matchless Gifts” storefront temple in 
lower Manhattan where Ûrîla Prabhu- 
påda began the Hare K®ß∫a movement 
in the West over thirty-seven years ago. 
Jayådvaita Swami, who had joined ISK-

CON here, served as our tour 
guide, giving us background 
information about the neigh-
borhood and what it was like 
in the mid-sixties. 

We walked to Tompkins 
Square Park, hugged the tree 
Ûrîla Prabhupåda had sat un-

der, chanted, and honored prasådam. 
Then we took the subway to Ground 
Zero, the site of the World Trade Cen-
ter bombings, and were reminded of 
how death can come at any moment. 
Just being there brought tears to our 
eyes. 

In Boston we visited Common-
wealth Pier #5, where Ûrîla Prabhupåda 
landed in the U.S.A. in 1965, aboard the 
steamship Jaladuta. Here again, Jay- 
ådvaita Swami brought the place to life 
with vivid descriptions of what it was 
like when Ûrîla Prabhupåda was there.

Later, we performed our play to an 

Strip: Rasåcårya Dåsa

On Independence Day in Washington, D.C. 
(top strip), the Rathayåtrå festival on the 

National Mall attracts large crowds. During 
the Toronto Rathayåtrå parade (right), tour 

girls Karu∫a and Pårijåta take turns lead-
ing the singing. Chitra (far right) decorates 

Pårijåta’s face with festive “gopî dots.”  
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the eighteen temples and Rathayåtrås 
we visited.

 
Kˆrtana Bliss

On Sunday after Chicago Ratha- 
yåtrå, someone informed us of a large 
festival downtown. So after an un-
eventful morning at a cold lakefront 
beach, we decided to have some fun; 
we changed into devotional clothes, 
grabbed our instruments, and headed 
for a Chicago train bound for the 
“Taste of Chicago” festival.

We were chanting on the platform 
when the train arrived, so we all piled 
into one car together and continued, 
completely entranced and practically 
oblivious of the world around us. At 
every station, more and more people 
piled onto the train, and we watched 
their stunned expressions as they left 
mundane Chicago behind and entered 
a spiritual realm of blissful, sweet, me-
lodious kîrtana led by dozens of bright, 
young, exotically dressed boys and  
girls. Some passengers just assumed we 
were part of a performing arts troupe 
headed for the “Taste of Chicago”  
festival. 

At the entrance of the festival, we 
found a small park with an open lawn, 
the perfect spot for chanting. Tens of 
thousands of people streamed in and 
out of the entrance gates. We chanted. 
We danced in circles. We had fun. We 
drew some stares and a lot of atten- 
tion. A group of Irish tourists stood  
at the edge of our circle and watched 
us for about ten minutes. When we 
stopped the kîrtana to change lead-
ers, they came over and introduced 
themselves. They wondered if our circle 
dance was in any way related to some 
of their Irish folk dances. They gave us 
a demonstration of their Irish jigs, and 

intimate audience in the small Boston 
temple. 

 “I was very moved by the play,” 
Rådhånåtha Swami related, “practi-
cally crying. The youth acted with such 
devotion. In India, actors perform-
ing spiritual plays are respected and 

worshiped because they represent 
demigods and deities. It is said that 
when the actors are sincere, the saintly 
personalities depicted actually mani-
fest during the performance.” 

His words inspired the youth to 
continue performing the play at all of 
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asked if we would mind if they joined 
in the fun. 

Montreal, Canada. Friday night 
before Rathayåtrå we boarded our bus 
and drove into downtown Montreal. 
There were people everywhere, walk-
ing about from one club to the other, 
or sitting at sidewalk cafes and res-
taurants. We danced with abandon as 
slightly inebriated Montrealers danced 
and cheered us on. We handed out hun-
dreds of invitations to the festival. As 
we drove back to the temple, we were 
high on the holy names, shouting out 
of the windows at passers-by in broken 

French—“Bonjour! Au revoir! Merci!” 
—over the top of a raging kîrtana. 

Seeing the kids totally happy chant-
ing the holy names is what we live for 
on the bus tour. When they realize that 
they can have a great time engaging in 
K®ß∫a conscious activities, that chant-
ing on the streets of a big city can be 
a lot of fun, that putting on devotional 
festivals such as Rathayåtrå is cool,  
and that people are curious and ap-
preciate the Vaiß∫ava arts and cul-
ture—those realizations are precious 
and irreplaceable. 

Kansas City, 7:15 A.M. On the sec-

ond to last day of our tour, we pull into 
one of hundreds of Flying-J truck stops 
along the highway. The scene is famil-
iar. We’ve slept all night on the bus 
while traveling and are eager to refresh 
ourselves. Forty sleepy-faced youth in 
their pajamas exit the bus looking for 
a bathroom. Balaråma stumbles along 
in his sarong. 

The gas station attendant asks him 
innocently, “Are you people Hare 
K®ß∫as?” 

Next thing he knows, Balaråma is 
absorbed in a lively half-hour discus-
sion about the meaning of life. He 

Jaya R
ådhe H

iggins

Strip: Rasåcårya Dåsa
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“One of the 
most amazing 
experiences for 
me as an organ- 
izer of the tour 
is to see the 
spark of K®ß∫a 
conscious en- 
thusiasm catch 
and light up 
the faces of young people who at 
the beginning of the tour may have 
shown little interest in devotional 
activities. At one point on the 
tour, during another soul-stirring 
kîrtana, one boy finally decided 
to pick up a drum, started playing 
like I didn’t know he could play, 
started chanting like I didn’t know 
he had it in him, out of his own 
volition—that’s when tears welled 
up in my eyes and I told myself it’s 
all worth the effort and austerity. 
It’s for real. The process of bhakti-
yoga, devotional service, works. 
I was reminded of a verse from 
the Caitanya-caritåm®ta (Madhya 
22.107): “Pure love for K®ß∫a is 
eternally established in the hearts 
of the living entities. . . . When the 
heart is purified by hear- 
ing and chanting, this love naturally 
awakens.”

equips the curious attendant with a 
copy of Ûrîla Prabhupåda’s Chant And 
Be Happy and a phone number to the 
nearest temple. 

Everywhere we hold our sacred 
K®ß∫a conscious festivals, people  
become convinced of the K®ß∫a 
conscious way of life. They become 
in-spired to join us in this divine 
mission of traveling and preaching, 
and so in only a few months we 
have started the same program with 
a second bus. And soon, by K®ß∫a’s 
desire, we hope to see hundreds of 
buses bringing these blissful festivals 
to every town and village. 
—Viß∫ujana Swami, BTG #67, 1974

Manu Dåsa and Jaya Rådhe Devî Dåsî, 

husband and wife, grew up in the Hare 
K®ß∫a movement and are part of the 
ISKCON community in Alachua, Flor- 
ida. They have organized youth pro-
grams and festival tours with ISKCON 
Youth Ministry since 1994. Manu is the 
graphic designer for Krishna.com, and 
Jaya Rådhe teaches third and fourth 
grades at the Alachua Learning Center 
elementary school.

View more stories and testimoni-
als about the bus tours, hundreds 
of color photos, and bus tour video 
clips at www.krishna.com/bustour.
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ONLINE EXTRA

Ûara∫ågatî and Rådhå Priyå (above, left) 
hug the elm tree in Tompkins Square Park, 
New York City, under which Ûrîla Prabhu- 

påda sat and chanted when he started the 
Hare K®ß∫a movement in the West. Madhu- 
südana (right), who traveled from Germany 
to join the bus tour, helps take down a Fes-
tival of India tent. Bottom Strip: Breaking 

down the Festival of India in Chicago.
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This is the third in a series of articles on 
offenses to be avoided by anyone trying 
to progress spiritually by chanting the 
names of the Lord. This article discusses 
the offense of sinning while relying on the 
power of the holy names to protect one 
from the reactions to the sin.

	h e students of my Govern		
	 ment 		  c l a s s  a n d 
I sat hushed, without even 		
rustling papers, listening to the amaz-
ing story in the courtroom. At least it 
amazed these fifteen- and sixteen-year-
old students whose lives never touched 
those of drug addicts and criminals.

“You’ve broken your probation three 
times,” the stern judge said. He leaned 
forward on the desk and glared at the 
man in shackles and bright orange pris- 
on clothes. “You’ve had to go to a drug- 
rehabilitation program. Each time you 
start the program, but then you leave.  
Do you know the penalty for breaking 
probation?”

The young accused—with muscular 
arms and a nearly shaved head—stood 
straight like a soldier and said nothing. 
He almost succeeded in appearing re-
pentant. At least the judge might have 
thought so.

“Fifteen years,” the words came heav- 
ily and slowly. “Fifteen years. Back in 
prison for fifteen years.” There was a 
long pause. “Do you want to go back to 
prison for fifteen years?” 

“No, your honor. I just hated that 
treatment program I was sentenced 
to. I’d like a chance at another kind of 
program. Please. One last chance. If it’s 
the program I’m asking for, I’ll definitely 
stick with it and kick this cocaine for 

T

by Ërmilå Devî Dåsî 

Because K®ß∫a’s name 
has immense spiritual 

power, we must be  
careful how we use it.
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Is Krsna Our Master or Our Ser-

Ûrîmatî Rådhårå∫î, the greatest devotee of Lord K®ß∫a, finds Her happiness 
only in K®ß∫a’s satisfaction, and K®ß∫a naturally responds to Her love.
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The mentality of 
using religion or 

spiritual practice to 
avoid punishment 

is often called  
the worst offense 

to the Lord; 
it blocks our 

spiritual progress. 

good.” 
The court reporter held her fingers 

above the keys. No one moved. 
“Okay,” the judge said, still leaning 

forward with his full weight on his arms. 
We all realized we hadn’t breathed 

for a minute or so. Now a cough, now 
a shuffle. 

“But this is your last chance!” the 
judge almost spat out, and we either 
slightly jumped or suddenly leaned 
forward. “You cannot keep breaking 
probation and asking for another 
chance. This is it. Make it good.” 

He broke eye contact and turned to 
the papers on his desk.  

“Next case.” 
And the prisoner left to complete 

the procedures.

K‰Íıa, the 
Merciful Judge

Was this criminal ready for reforma-
tion? Or was he just using the judge’s 
mercy to try to cheat the system? We 
didn’t follow up on the case, but we 
doubted the young man’s motives. 

Like the judge, K®ß∫a and saintly 
persons, including the guru who takes 
responsibility to bring us to K®ß∫a, are 
happy to forgive our mistakes, even 
grievous sins. But what if we deliber-
ately use the Lord, His servants, or any 
aspect of His service—especially the 
chanting of His name—to get relief 
from sins? Then K®ß∫a will cease His 
leniency and block our realization of 
Him, because we’re trying to engage 
Him as our servant. 

In 1992, Charles H. Keating, Jr., was 
found guilty of stealing over a quarter 
of a billion dollars through fraud. He 
gave at least a million dollars of this, 
much taken from others’ life savings, 
to Mother Teresa to help the poor of 
Calcutta. The District Attorney who 
prosecuted Mr. Keating wrote to Moth- 
er Teresa asking her to give the dona-
tion back to the crime victims. 

“It is not uncommon for ‘con’ men 
to be generous with family, friends 

and charities,” the District Attorney 
wrote. “Perhaps they believe that their 
generosity will purchase love, respect 
or forgiveness. However, the time 
when the purchase of ‘indulgences’ 
as an acceptable method of seeking 
forgiveness died with the Reformation. 
No church, no charity, no organization 
should allow itself to be used as salve 
for the conscience of the criminal.”  

The District Attorney was referring 
to the Protestant Reformation, which 
was largely fueled by objection to 
“indulgences,” where in exchange for 
donations the Church would promise 
remission of punishment for sin. 

The mentality of using religion or 
spiritual practice to avoid punishment 
is often called the worst offense to the 
Lord; it blocks our spiritual progress. 
Ûrîla Prabhupåda termed this of-
fense, when applied to the chanting 
of the Lord’s holy name, “sinning on 
the strength of chanting.” There is no 
remedy if a person schemes to defraud 
the Lord in this way. One who thinks 
“I’ll do this bad thing and then chant 
Hare K®ß∫a to be excused” will find 
that K®ß∫a will put obstacles on his or 
her path, especially if the sin or crime 
was done against the Lord’s devotee.

Generally, if a person is constantly 

serving K®ß∫a and chanting Hare 
K®ß∫a, Hare K®ß∫a, K®ß∫a K®ß∫a, Hare 
Hare/ Hare Råma, Hare Råma, Råma 
Råma, Hare Hare, the very process of 
chanting and performing other service 
to K®ß∫a will gradually render offenses 
and sins ineffective. But if one takes 
advantage of the protection offered 
by chanting, one’s chanting will remain 
just alphabet sounds—K®ß∫a will not 
manifest Himself there.

DeFIning “Sin”

What, exactly, do we mean by “sin,” 
and is there a difference between de-
liberate and accidental sin? 

Some definitions Ûrîla Prabhupåda 
gives us are “breaking the laws of na-
ture,” “deepening involvement in the 
complexities of material nature,” and 
doing something that “leads us away 
from the Supreme Lord.” Once we 
understand that our most essential na-
ture is loving service to K®ß∫a, anything 
other than that, or anything opposed 
to it, is sin. Sin isn’t exactly something 
bad that God doesn’t want you to do 
because He’s a cruel rule-enforcer, 
but it’s something that causes misery 
because it’s against one’s very self.

For example, the nature of the hu-
man body is to digest organic material, 
especially fruits, grains, vegetables, and 
so forth. If we choose to eat Styrofoam, 
we do something against the nature or 
“law” of the body and will therefore 
suffer. Similarly, anything we think, 
say, or do that doesn’t nourish our love 
for K®ß∫a is spiritually indigestible and 
brings the pain of material involve-
ment, which is disease for the soul. 

A person whose consciousness is in 
disharmony with K®ß∫a may not know, 
however, what is and is not in accor-
dance with spiritual reality. Therefore 
bona fide scripture lists condemned 
acts that require atonement. These 
acts—of the body, mind, or speech—
are sins. 

Certainly one who hasn’t attained 
the pinnacle of purity is living in an 

Is Krsna Our Master or Our Ser-
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interim state between sin and a pure 
life. While striving for purity, we retain 
mental impressions of sin and a strong
tendency to use the body, mind, and 
words in ways that take us away from 
K®ß∫a. Ûrîla ViΩvanåtha Cakravartî 
Êhåkura writes in Mådhurya Kadam- 
binî, “Seeing that material enjoyment 
is forcibly carrying him away and im-
pairing his steadiness in serving K®ß∫a, 
the devotee resolves to renounce his 
addictions and take shelter of the holy 
name. But many times the attempt at 
renunciation ends in enjoying what he 
is trying to renounce.”

striving to improve

This struggle with our persistent 
tendency to turn away from K®ß∫a is 
not a block if we continually take up 
the challenge to improve. K®ß∫a ex-
plains: “Having awakened faith in top-
ics about Me, My devotee is disgusted 
with all material activities, knowing 
that sense gratification leads to misery. 
Still, though he tries he is unable to give 
up his material desires and sometimes 
engages in the same sense enjoyment 
that brings only misery. But, repenting 
such activities, he should worship Me 
with love, faith, and firm conviction.” 
(Ûrîmad-Bhågavatam 11.20.27–28)

Ûrîla Prabhupåda writes: “An ordi-
nary man with firm faith in the eternal 
injunctions of the Lord, even though 
unable to execute such orders, be-
comes liberated from the bondage of 
the law of karma. In the beginning of 
K®ß∫a consciousness, one may not fully 
discharge the injunctions of the Lord, 
but because one is not resentful of this 
principle and works sincerely without 
consideration of defeat and hopeless-
ness, he will surely be promoted to the 
stage of pure K®ß∫a consciousness.” 
(Bhagavad-gîtå As It Is 3.31, Purport)

Minor sins that we commit as we 
struggle to advance are considered ac-
cidental. By repentance we should burn 
the reaction to those sins. But if we sin 
thinking that either ordinary religious 

penance or transcendental activities 
such as chanting will deliver us from 
the reaction, the reaction will increase 
rather than decrease. 

If a person externally takes on the 
appearance of a religious or saintly 
person while still secretly doing ma-
terialistic activities for sense pleasure, 
such behavior is also sinning on the 
strength of chanting. There are more 
subtle aspects as well. For example, we 
may think, “I’m a devotee of K®ß∫a and 
please Him in so many ways. If I just 
do this little thing wrong, surely He’ll 
overlook it.”

For our chanting to have full effect, 
therefore, we must throw out the cheat-
ing tendency if it even sticks its toenail 
into the doorway of our mind. If we find 
ourselves planning to use K®ß∫a and 
His name to cover our devious purpos-
es, we should strongly call to K®ß∫a for 
protection. Our gurus—both the one 
who has initiated us into the chanting 
and those who give us relevant spiritual 
instruction—are our guardians and will 
also chase away the thieves of sin and 
cheating if we loudly and strongly beg 
for their help. 

A remedy for all obstacles is the 
regular, close companionship of pure 
devotees of K®ß∫a. Their examples 
and teachings help us recognize our 
difficulties and desire to be free of 
them. 

Of course, we want not only to 
be free of the desire to use chanting 
to cheat our way out of suffering for 
sin, but to give up our sinful tendency 
completely. Only a pure life fully in 
harmo-ny with the truth of our spiritual 
nature will give us the satisfaction we 
are always seeking. And only a pure life 
will prepare the ground for the garden 
that will grow the flowers and fruits of 
love of God.

We will never sin if we have con-
tempt for the illusion of material 
enjoyment. Part of that contempt will 
arise naturally if we have the superior 
pleasure of serving K®ß∫a. At the same 
time, we should study the true nature of 

material life from scriptures and saintly 
persons. The root of sin is ignorance, or 
ignoring the obvious truths of what it 
really means to turn away from K®ß∫a. 
The results of sin are birth, death, old 
age, and disease. One will never be 
satisfied with the pleasures of the body 
and mind separated from K®ß∫a, and 
even things that apparently satisfy for a 
time will quickly fade, being temporary 
by nature. Why delight in what is tem-
porary and superficial? Such delight is 
the true nature of sin.

K‰Íıa’s Protection

K®ß∫a as Råma promises, “It is My 
vow that if one only once seriously sur-
renders unto Me, saying ‘My dear Lord, 
from this day I am Yours,’ and prays 
to Me for courage, I shall immediately 
award courage to that person, and he 
will always remain safe from that time 
on.” (Råmåya∫a, Yuddha-kha∫∂a 
18.33) From what is one safe? K®ß∫a 
says, “Just surrender unto Me. I shall 
deliver you from all sinful reactions. 
Do not fear.” (Bhagavad-gîtå 18.66) 
Those sinful reactions include the very 
desire—even potential desire—to sin. 

And how do we surrender? We ac-
cept whatever will help us in spiritual 
life and reject what will be harmful. 
We learn from scriptures, gurus, and 
saintly persons what will be favorable 
or unfavorable. We see that ultimately 
only K®ß∫a is our protector and main-
tainer, and we are happily willing to 
put His interest as our interest. And 
no matter what our qualifications and 
achievements, we give K®ß∫a the credit, 
remaining humble.

This mood of surrender will quickly 
vanquish our tendency to sin and to 
misuse the holy name to cheat. It will 
allow the power and beauty of the 
name to blossom in our hearts.

¨rmilå Devî Dåsî and her family run  
a school in North Carolina. She is a  
frequent contributor to BTG and the 
major author and compiler of Vai- 
ku∫†ha Children, a guide to K®ß∫a  
conscious education for children. 

A remedy for all obstacles is the regular, 
close companionship of pure devotees of Krsna.
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CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD
Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

		  ASIA
           			   INDIA	
		  Agartala, Tripura — Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799 001/ Tel. (0381) 22-7053/ 
				    Fax: (0381) 22-4780/ E-mail: premadata@rediffmail.com
       		  Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Satellite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Crossing, 380 054/  
				    Tel. (079) 2686-1945, 1645, or -2350/ E-mail: jasomatinandan.acbsp@pamho.net
		  Allahabad, UP — Hare Krishna Dham, 161 Kashi Raj Nagar, Baluaghat 211 003/  
				    Tel. (0532) 415294 
		  Amritsar, Punjab — Chowk Moni Bazar, Laxmansar, 143 001/ Tel. (0183) 2540177
		  Bangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 ‘R’ Block, Chord Rd., Rajaji Nagar 560 010/ 
			     	 Tel. (080) 332-1956/ Fax: (080) 332-4818/ E-mail: guesthouse@iskconbangalore.org
		  Bangalore, Karnataka — ISKCON Sri Jagannath Mandir, No.5 Sripuram, 1st cross, 			
		    		  Sheshadripuram, Bangalore 560 020/ Tel. (080) 353-6867 or 226-2024 or 353-0102
       		  Baroda, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 021/ Tel. (0265) 231-0630 or 233-1012  
				    or 235-0885/ E-mail: iskcon.baroda@pamho.net
		  Belgaum, Karnataka — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 590 006/ Tel. (0831) 243-6267 or 240-0108/ 
			     	 E-mail: devamrita.rns@pamho.net
		  Berhampur, Orissa — Sri Ram Govinda Mandir, Aska Road, At Post Ankuspur, Brahmapur, Dist. 		
				    Ganjam 761 100/ Tel. (0680) 330720
	 ◆	 Bhubaneswar, Orissa — N.H. No. 5, IRC Village, 751 015/ Tel. (0674) 255-3517, 253-3475, 
				    or 255-4283/ E-mail: bhubaneswar@pamho.net
		  Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Dham, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ Tel. (0172) 260-1590 or 260-3232/ 
		  Chennai, TN — Hare Krishna Land, Bhaktivedanta Road, Injambakkam, Off ECR Road, 
				    Chennai 600 041/ Tel. (044) 501-9303 or 501-9147/ E-mail: iskconchennai@eth.net
		  Coimbatore, TN — Sri Jagannath Mandir, 100 ft. New Scheme Road, Hare Krishna Land, 		
				    Aerodrome P.O., Coimbatore 641 011/ Tel. (0422) 262-6509 or 262-6508/  
				    E-mail: iskconcbe@yahoo.com
		  Dwarka, Gujarat — Bharatiya Bhavan, Devi Bhavan Rd., 361 335/ Tel. (02892) 34606/ 
				    Fax: (02892) 34319
	 	 Guntur, AP — Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509
	 	 Guwahati, Assam — Ulubari Chariali, South Sarania, 781 007/ Tel. (0361) 254-5963
		  Hanumkonda, AP — Neeladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506 011/ Tel. (08712) 77399
		  Haridaspur, West Bengal — P.O. Chhaygharia, Bangaon, 24 Parganas, West Bengal 743 704/ 
				    Tel. (03215) 57856
		  Haridwar, Uttaranchal — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, G. House, Nai Basti, Mahadev Nagar, 		
				    Bhimgoda, 249 401/ Tel. (01334) 261116
		  Hyderabad, AP — Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/
				     Tel. (040) 2474-4969 or 2460-7089/ E-mail: vedantacaitanya@pamho.net
		  Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Rd., 795 001/ Tel. (0385) 221587
	  	Indore, Madhya Pradesh — 101 Chetak Arch, 7 MG Road/ Tel. (0731) 272665
	  	 Jaipur, Rajasthan — ISKCON, Krishna Balaram Mandir, Dholai, Opp. Vijay Path, Mansarovar, 		
				    Jaipur 302 020/ Tel. (0141) 782765/ Fax: (0141) 394765/ E-mail: iskcon@datainfosys.net
		  Jammu, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, c/o Shankar Charitable Trust, Shakti Nagar, Near AG 		
				    Office/ Tel. (0191) 2582306
		  Katra, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Sri Kalika Mata Mandir, Katra Vaishnodevi, 182 101/ 
				    Tel. (01991) 233047
		  Kolkata — 3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. (033) 247-3757 or -6075/ Fax: (033) 247-8515
	 ◆	 Kurukshetra, Haryana — 369 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132 118/ Tel. (01744) 234806
		  Lucknow, UP — 1 Ashok Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg, 226 018/ Tel. (0522) 223556 or 271551
		  Madras — (see Chennai)
		  Madurai, TN — 37 Maninagaram Main Road, 625 001/ Tel. (0452) 274-6472
	 ◆	 Mayapur, WB — ISKCON, Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham, Dist. Nadia, 		
				    741 313/ Tel. (03472) 245239, 245240, or  245233/ Fax: (03472) 245238/ E-mail: 		
				    mayapur.chandrodaya@pamho.net
		  Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133
	 ◆	 Mumbai, Maharashtra (Bombay) — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (022) 2620-6860/  
				    Fax: (022) 2620-5214/ E-mail: iskcon.juhu@pamho.net; guest.house.bombay@pamho.net
		  Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Opposite Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Near Babulnath 		
		    		  Temple, Chowpatty, 400 007/ Tel. (022) 2369-7228/ Fax: (022) 2367-7941/ 
				    E-mail: radha-krishna.rns@pamho.net
  		  Mumbai, Maharashtra — Shrusthi Complex, Mira Rd. (E), opposite Royal College, Dist. Thane, 401 	
				    107/ Tel. (022) 2811-7795 or -7796/ Fax: (022) 2811-8875/ E-mail: jagjivan.gkd@pamho.net
	             	 Nagpur, Maharashtra — Sri Sri Radha Gopinath Mandir, 8 Shastri Layout, Ring Road, 
Khamla,  
				    400 015/ Tel. (0712) 2273987 or 2273988/ E-mail: bhaktagaurav@hotmail.com
	 ◆	 New Delhi — Hare Krishna Hill, Sant Nagar Main Rd., East of Kailash, 110 065/ 
				    Tel. (011) 2623-6133, 4, 5, 6, 7/ Fax: (011) 2621-5421 or 2628-0067/ 
				    E-mail: mahamantra.gkg@pamho.net; (Guesthouse) neelsunder@mantraonline.com
	 ●	 New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh (West), 110 026/ Tel. (011) 25109851 or 25167478/  
				    Fax: (011) 25167448/ E-mail: samba.gkg@pamho.net
		  Noida, UP — B-4, Sector 31, 201 301/ Tel. (095120) 245-4912 or 245-5015/ E-mail: 		

Note for international phone calls: When dialing from outside the country, drop the “0” that begins most city codes (the numbers shown in parentheses). Exception: For Russia, the number to drop is the 
initial “8.” Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we’ve skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (91). ◆  Temples with restaurants or dining   ●  Revised listing 

				    vraja.bhakti.vilas.lok@pamho.net
	  	 Pandharpur, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Sholapur,
		              		 413 304/ Tel. (02186) 267241 or 267242/ E-mail: iskconpdpr@rediff.com
		  Patna, Bihar — Arya Kumar Rd., Rajendra Nagar, 800 016/ Tel. (0612) 687637 or 685081/  
				    Fax: (0612) 687635/ E-mail: krishna.kripa.jps@pamho.net
		  Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (020) 633-2328 or 636-1855/ 
				    E-mail: iyfpune@vsnl.com
		  Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuti, Swargadwar, 752 001/ Tel. (06752) 231440
		  Raipur, Chhatisgarh — Hare Krishna Land, Alopi Nagar, Opposite Maharshi Vidyalaya, Tatibandh, Raipur 	
				    492 001/ Tel. (0771) 5037555/ E-mail: iskconraipur@yahoo.com
		  Ranaghat, West Bengal — Gourdham, Habibpur, Ranaghat, Dist. Nadia 741 403/Tel. (03473) 281150  
				    or 281226/ E-mail: shyamrup@pamho.net
		  Secunderabad, AP — 27 St. John’s Rd., 500 026/ Tel. (040) 780-5232/ Fax: (040) 814021
		  Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Dist. Cachar, 788 004/ Tel. (03842) 34615
		  Siliguri, WB — ISKCON Road, Gitalpara, 734 406/ Tel. (0353) 426619 or 539046 or 539082/ 
				    Fax: (0353) 526130
		  Solapur, Maharashtra — C-29/49 Naganaath Laghudyog Society, Near Karnik Nagar, Behind 		
				    Yalialinga Math, Solapur 413 006/ Tel. (098) 9012 8619/ E-mail: ekalavyadas@yahoo.com
		  Sri Rangam, TN — 93 Anna Mandapam Rd., A-1 Caitanya Apartments, 620 006/ Tel. (0431) 433945
		  Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel. (0261) 765891, 765516, or 773386/ 
				    E-mail: surat@pamho.net
		  Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), Kerala — T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 695 014/ 
				    Tel. (0471) 328197/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@pamho.net
      		  Tirupati, AP — K.T. Rd., Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel. (0877) 2230114 or 2230009/ 
				    E-mail: revati.raman.jps@pamho.net
		  Udhampur, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Srila Prabhupada Marg, Srila Prabhupada Nagar/  
				    Tel. (01992) 270298, 276146
      		  Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKCON, Opposite Polytechnic, 388 121/ Tel. (02692) 230796 or 233012
		  Varanasi, UP — ISKCON, B 27/80 Durgakund Rd., Near Durgakund Police Station, Varanasi 221 010/
				    Tel. (0542) 276422 or 222617
		  Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh — Venkatapalem Karakatta Rd., Undavalli Village, Tadepalli Mandal, 		
				    Vijayawada, Guntur Dist. 522 501/ Tel. (08645) 272513
		  Vishakapatnam, AP — ISKCON, 7-5-108 Pandurangapuram Beach Rd., 530 003/ Tel. (0891) 528376/ 
				    E-mail: nitaisevini@hotmail.com
	 ◆	 Vrindavan, UP — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathura Dist., 
				    281 124/ Tel. (0565) 254-0021/ Fax: (0565) 254-0053/ E-mail: vrindavan@pamho.net; 
				    (Guesthouse) Tel. (0565) 254-0022; ramamani@sancharnet.in
	    	 Warangal, AP — Mulugu Rd., Ayappa Pidipally, 506 007/ Tel. (08712) 426182

			   RURAL COMMUNITIES
		  Ahmedabad District, Gujarat (Hare Krishna Farm) — Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)
		  Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj
		  Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dist. Gadhachiroli, 442 603/ Tel. (0218) 623473
		  Hyderabad, AP (New Naimisaranya Farm) — P. O. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., R.R. Dist., 501 401/ 
				    Tel. (040) 4742018
	  	 Indore, MP (Krishna-Balarama Mandir) — Hare Krishna Vihar, Nipania Village/ Tel. (731) 572794
		  Karnataka (Bhaktivedanta Eco-Village) — Nagodi P.O., Vollur Valley, Hosanagar Taluq, Shivmoga 		
				    District, 577 425 (mail: Garuda Guha, Kollur, D.K. District, 576 220)
		  Mayapur, WB — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)
		  Puri, Orissa — ISKCON, Bhaktivedanta Ashram, Sipasirubuli, 752 001/ Tel. (06752)  230494
		  Surat, Gujarat — Bhaktivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surat-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur,  
				    P. O. Gangadhara, Dist. Surat, 394 310/ Tel. (02622) 63546
		  Vrindavan, UP — Vrinda Kund, Nandagaon, Dist. Mathura, U.P./ E-mail: vrinda@aol.com
      			   MALAYSIA
		  Bahau — 156 Taman Sornam, Bahau 72100, Negeri Sembilan/ Tel. +60 (6) 481-4350 or 454-8982/  
				    E-mail: paramanandakp@yahoo.com
		  Bukit Mertajam —4 29 Jalan Sungai Rambai, 14000 Bukit Mertajam/ Tel. +60 (4) 538-1276/ 
				    E-mail: arumugam@notes.asemal.com.my
		  Ipoh — 15-H Jalan Lang, Jalan Padang, Tembak, 30000 Ipoh Perak, Darul Ridzuan/ Tel. +60 (5) 506-1601
		  Kuala Lumpur — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, 58200 Kuala Lumpur/ Tel. +60 (3) 7980-7355/ 	
				    Fax: +60 (3) 7981-1644/ E-mail: uttama@tm.net.my
		  Kuching — Lot 680, Block 250, Lorong Ketitir 3, Batu Kawa, 93250 Kuching, Sarawak/ Tel. +60 (82) 688-
				    708/ E-mail: kripa@tm.net.my
		  Penang — 43A  Jalan Kebun Bunga, 11350 Penang/ Tel. +60 (4) 229-5958/ E-mail: 			
				    isana_gauranga@hotmail.com
		  Seremban—28/7J Taman Desa, Temiang, 70200 Seremban, Negeri Sembilan (mail: 14 RJ 1/1, Taman 	
				    Rasah Jaya, 70300 Seremban, Negeri Sembilan)/ Tel. +60 (6) 765-1379/ E-mail: 		
				    ppnada@tm.net.my
		  Sungei Petani — Lot 46, Jalan 1/6, Taman Sri Wang, 08000 Sungei Petani/ E-mail: smahsufi@usm.my
		  Taiping — 24 Lorong Panglima (Cator Ave.), Assam Kumbang, 34000 Taiping, Perak D.R. (mail: 590 Jalan 	
				    Wat Siam, Kampung Pinang, 34600 Kamunting, Taiping, Perak)/ Tel. +60 (5) 807-9702 or 808-1475
		  Teluk Intan — Lot 11667, Lorong Tembikai, Off Jalan Changkat Jong, Taman Muhibbah, 36000 Teluk 	
				    Intan (mail: 83 Jalan Pahang, Taman Malaysia, Teluk Intan, Perak)/ Tel. +60 (5) 623-6542 or  
				    621-9978/ E-mail: munistuta@hotmail.com
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			   OTHER COUNTRIES	
		  Bangkok, Thailand — 15/43 Auangfa Villa, Soi Nuanchan, Sukhapibal Rd., Bungkum, Bangkok/  
				    Tel. +66 (02) 9445346 or (01) 4455401 or (09) 4452919/ E-mail: bvvnarasimha@hotmail.com
		  Cebu, Phillipines — Hare Krishna Paradise, 231 Pagsabungan Road, Basak, Mandaue City/		
				    Tel. +63 (032) 345-3590
		  Chittagong, Bangladesh — Caitanya Cultural Society, 23 Nandan Kanan, N.N. Paul Blvd./ 
				    Tel. + 88 (031) 610822
		  Colombo, Sri Lanka — 188 New Chetty St., Colombo 13/ Tel. +94 (01) 433325/ E-mail: iskcon@slt.lk
		  Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak St., Banagram,1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 236249/ 
				    Fax: (02) 837287/ E-mail: iskcon@citechco.net
		  Hong Kong — 6/F Oceanview Court, 27 Chatham Road South (mail: P.O. Box 98919)/ 
				    Tel. +852 (2) 739-6818/ Fax: +852 (2) 724-2186/ E-mail: iskcon.hong.kong@pamho.net
		  Jakarta, Indonesia — Yayasan Radha-Govinda, P.O. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ 
				    Tel. +62 (021) 489-9646/ E-mail: matsyads@bogor.wasantara.net.i
		  Jessore, Bangladesh — Nitai Gaur Mandir, Kathakhali Bazaar P. O., Panjia
		  Jessore, Bangladesh — Sri Rup-Sanatan Smriti Tirtha Mandir, Ramshara, Magurahat P. O., `		
				    Abhaynagar 
		  Katmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha (mail: GPO Box 3520)/ Tel. +977 (01) 373790 or 373786/ 		
				    Fax: +977 (01) 372976 (Attn: ISKCON)/ E-mail: iskcon@wlink.com.np
	 	 Mandalay, Myanmar — ISKCON Sri Krishna Temple,  Corner of 19th Thukha Street, Nanshe, 		
				    Mandalay/ E-mail: sdas108@hotmail.com
		  Manila, Philippines — 52 Copenhagen St., Merville Park Subdivision, Paranaque, Metro Manila
			    	 1700/ Tel. +63 (02) 824-5247/ Fax: (02) 823-8689/ E-mail: sridam.gds@pamho.net
		  Myitkyina, Myanmar — ISKCON Sri Jagannath Temple, Bogyoke Street, Shansu Taung, Myitkyina, 
				    Kachin State/ E-mail: mahanadi@mptmail.net.mm
	         	 Osafia, Israel — P.O. Box  2232, Osafia Village 30090/ Tel. +972 (04) 839-2876
		  Sylhet, Bangladesh — Sri Sri Radha-Madhava Mandir, Yugalatila, Kazal Sah Rd.
		  Taipei, Taiwan — Ding-zhou Lou 192, Sec. 3, Taipei 100/ Tel. +886 (02) 2365-8641/ 
				    Fax: +886 (02) 2365-3463/ E-mail: sankirtana.lok@pamho.net
		  Tokyo, Japan — Subaru 1F, 4-19-6 Kamitakada, Nakano-ku, Tokyo 164-0002/ Tel. +81 (03) 5343-		
				    9147 or (090) 6544-9284/ Fax: +81 (03) 5343-3812/ E-mail: damodara@krishna.jp
		  Yogyakarta, Indonesia — P.O. Box 25, Babarsari YK, DIY

			   RURAL COMMUNITIES 
		  Bangladesh (Kulaura) — Rangirkul Bidyashram, Kulaura, Dist. Moulvibazar/  
				    Fax: +880 (08624) 88035
		  Bangladesh (Comilla) — Jagannathpur, Comilla
		  Bangladesh (Sri Pundarika Dhama) — Mekhla, Hathazari, Dist. Chittagong/ Tel. (031) 610822
		  Indonesia (Govinda Kunja) — (contact ISKCON Jakarta)		
		  Malaysia — Jalan Sungai Manik, 36000 Teluk Intan, Perak/ Tel. +63 (032) 83254
		  Malaysia — (contact ISKCON Kuala Lumpur)

		  NORTH AMERICA   
       			   CANADA
		  Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth Street N.E., T2E 3S3/ Tel. (403) 265-3302/ Fax: (403) 547-0795/ 
				    E-mail: vamanstones@shaw.ca
		  Edmonton, Alberta — 9353 35th Ave., T6E 5R5/ Tel. (403) 439-9999
	   	Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ Tel. & fax: (514) 521-1301/  
				    E-mail: temple@iskconmontreal.com
	 ◆        	 Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St. E., K1N 6V4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544/ Fax: (613) 565-2575/ 
				    E-mail: iskconottawa@sympatico.ca
		  Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack St., S4T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-1640
	 ◆ 	 Toronto, Ontario — 243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415/ Fax: (416) 922-1021/  
				    E-mail: toronto@iskcon.net
	 ◆ 	 Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 S.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5J 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-9728/ 
				    Fax: (604) 648-8715/ E-mail: jaygo@telus.net; Govinda’s Bookstore & Cafe/ 
				    Tel. (604) 433-7100 or 1-888-433-8722/ E-mail: jaygo@telus.net

	 		   RURAL COMMUNITY
		  Ashcroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama (mail: P.O. Box 99, V0K 1A0, attn: Uttama Devi Dasi)/ Tel. (250) 	
				    453-2397/ Fax: (250) 453-2622 [attn: (250) 453-2397]/ E-mail: uttamadd@yahoo.com
       			   U.S.A.
	 	 Alachua, Florida — 17306 N.W. 112th Blvd., 32615 (mail: P.O. Box 819, 32616)/  
				    Tel. (386) 462-2017/ Fax: (386) 462-3468/ E-mail: alachua@pamho.net
	 ◆ 	Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave. N.E., 30306/ Tel. & fax: (404) 377-8680/  
				    E-mail: bala108@earthlink.net
		  Austin, Texas — 10700 Jonwood Way, 78753/ Tel. (512) 835-2121/ Fax: (512) 835-8479
 			     	 E-mail: harekrishna@swbell.net
		  Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville 21228/ Tel. & fax: (410) 744-1624/ 
				    E-mail: sporecki@earthlink.net
	    	 Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart Street, 94705/ Tel. (510) 649-8619/ Fax: (510) 841-7619/ 
				    E-mail: rasaraja@bvinst.edu
		  Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/ E-mail: boise_temple@yahoo.com
	 ●	 Boston, Massachusetts — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/  
				    E-mail: radhagopi@juno.com
		  Chicago, Illinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (773) 973-0900/ Fax: (773) 973-0526/  
				    E-mail: chicago@iskcon.net
		  Columbus, Ohio — 379 W. Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/ Fax: (614) 294-0545/
            				   E-mail: malati.acbsp@pamho.net
	 ◆ 	 Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330/ Fax: (214) 823-7264/
				    E-mail: txkrishnas@aol.com; restaurant: vegetariantaste@aol.com
	 ◆ 	Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-9052/  
				    E-mail: naikatma.acbsp@pamho.net

	    ◆  	Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ Fax: (313) 822-3748/ 
				    E-mail: girigovardhana@hotmail.com
		  Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (352) 336-4183/ Fax: (352) 379-2923/  
			     	 E-mail: krishna@afn.org
	        	Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main St., E. Hartford 06108/ Tel. & fax: (860) 289-7252/
				    E-mail: pyarimohan@aol.com
	 ◆	 Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 595-3947/ E-mail: vrnda@aol.com
		  Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482/ Fax: (713) 956-9968/ 
				    E-mail: mbalar@ev1.net
		  Kansas City, Missouri — Rupanuga Vedic College (Men’s Seminary), 5201 The Paseo, 64110/  
				    Tel. (800) 340-5286/ Fax: (816) 361-0509/ E-mail: info@rvc.edu
	 ◆ 	Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion St., 92651/ Tel. (949) 494-7029/ E-mail: tuka108@hotmail.com
		  Las Vegas, Nevada — 5226 Sandstone Dr., 89142/ Tel. (702) 440-4998/ E-mail: surapala@pamho.net
	  	 Long Island, New York — 197 S. Ocean Avenue, Freeport 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4909/
				    E-mail: garuda@optonline.net
	 ◆ 	Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676/ Fax: (310) 839-2715/ 		
				    E-mail: nirantara@juno.com
		  Los Angeles, California — 3520–3526 Slauson Ave., 90043/ Tel. (323) 295-1517/ 
				    E-mail: Mr.Wisdomla@aol.com
	 ◆ 	Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 (mail: P.O. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/  
				    Tel. (305) 442-7218/ Fax: (305) 444-7145
		  New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 486-3583/ E-mail: rrk196820@cs.com
	 ◆ 	 New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714/ Fax: (718) 875-6127/ 
				    E-mail: ramabhadra@aol.com
		  New York, New York — 26 Second Avenue, 10003/ Tel. (212) 420-1130/ E-mail: dayananda@msn.com 
		  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600/ Fax: (215) 247-8702/ 
				    E-mail: iskconphilly@aol.com
		  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South St., 19146/ Tel. (215) 985-9335/ E-mail: savecows@aol.com
		  Phoenix, Arizona — 100 S. Weber Dr., Chandler 85226/ Tel. (480) 705-4900/ Fax: (480) 705-4901/
				    E-mail: svgd108@yahoo.com
		  Queens, New York — 114-37 Lefferts Blvd., 11420 / Tel. & fax: (718) 848-9010 /
				    E-mail: sunandanadas@hotmail.com
	 ◆ 	St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085/ Fax: (314) 535-0672/
 				    E-mail: temple@harekrishna-stl.com
	 ◆	 San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach 92109/ Tel. (858) 483-2500/ Fax: (858) 483-0941/ 
				    E-mail: gandharvika@pamho.net
		  San Jose, California — 2990 Union Ave., 95124/ Tel. (408) 559-3197/ Fax: (408) 369-8073/  
				    E-mail: bhvatsala@hotmail.com
		  Seattle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. S.E., Sammamish 98075/ Tel. (425) 391-3293/ 
            				   Fax: (425) 868-8928/ E-mail: iskconseattle@yahoo.com
		  Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic St., 32304/ Tel. & fax: (850) 224-3803/ E-mail: darudb@hotmail.com
		  Tampa, Florida — 14610 North 17th St., Lutz 33549/ Tel. (813) 971-6474/ E-mail: 			 
				    krishnaram108@hotmail.com
		  Towaco, New Jersey — 100 Jacksonville Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 109), 07082/ Tel. & fax: (973) 299-0970/  
				    E-mail: newjersey@iskcon.net	
	 ● ◆ 	 Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ Fax: (520) 791-0906/  
				    E-mail: tucphx@cs.com
		  Washington, D.C. — 10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100/  
				    Fax: (301) 299-5025/ E-mail: sri.trikalajna.mg@pamho.net

	 		  RURAL COMMUNITIES
		  Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Road, 39426/ Tel. (601) 749-9460 or 799-1354/ 
				    Fax: (601) 799-2924/ Fax: (601) 799-2924/ E-mail: talavan@mypicayune.com 
		  Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — Carr. 181, Km. 16.3, Bo. Santa Rita, Gurabo 
				    (mail: HC-01, Box 8440, Gurabo, PR 00778)/ (Office) Tel. & fax: (787) 737-4265/ 
				    (Temple) Tel. (787)712-0358/ E-mail: iskconpr@hotmail.com
		  Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/ Tel. (919) 732-6492/ 
				    Fax: (919) 732-8033/ E-mail: bkgoswami@compuserve.com
	 ◆	 Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindaban) — R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/ 
				    Tel. (304) 843-1600; Guest House, (304) 845-5905/ Fax: (304) 854-0023/ 
				    E-mail: newvrindaban@yahoo.com
	 ●	 Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel. (931) 759-4884/ 
				    Fax: (615) 759-5785/ E-mail: visnujana@hotmail.com
		  Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. & fax: (717) 527-4101/  
				    E-mail: vrajalila@acsworld.net
	 	 Sandy Ridge, North Carolina — 1264 Prabhupada Rd., 27046/ Tel. (336) 593-9888

	 		  ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
		  Gainesville, Florida — Radha's Vegetarian Cafe, 125 NW 23rd Ave., Suite 17, 32609/ Tel. (352) 378-2955
		  San Juan, Puerto Rico — Gopal, 201B Calle Tetuan, Viejo San Juan, 00901/ Tel. (787) 724-0229
		  Seattle, Washington — My Sweet Lord, 5521 University Way, 98105/ Tel. (425) 643-4664
		  Tallahassee, Florida — Higher Taste, 411 St. Francis St., 32301/ Tel. (850) 894-4296

		  EUROPE
       			   UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND
		  Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE/ Tel. +44 (028) 9062 0530
		  Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgbaston, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (0121) 420-4999
		  Coventry, England —  Kingfield Rd., Coventry (mail: 19 Gloucester St., Coventry CV1 3BZ)/  
				    Tel. +44 (024) 7655 2822 or 5420/ E-mail: haridas.kds@pamho.net
		  Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire, ML11 0ES/ 
			    	 Tel. +44 (01555) 894790/ Fax: +44 (01555) 894526/ E-mail: karuna.bhavan@virgin.net
 		  Leicester, England — 21 Thoresby St., North Evington, LE5 4GU/ Tel.  +44 (0116) 276 2587 
				    or (07887) 560 260/ E-mail: gauranga@gauranga.org
		  Liverpool, England  — 114 Bold St., L1 4HY/ Tel. +44 (01555) 894-790
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	 ◆ 	London, England (city) — 10 Soho St., W1D 3DL/ Tel. +44 (020) 7437-3662; residential/pujaris,  
				    7439-3606; shop, 7287-0269; Govinda’s Restaurant, 7437-4928/ Fax: +44 (020) 7439-1127/
 				    E-mail: london@pamho.net
		  London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Lane, Watford, Herts, WD25 	
				    8EZ/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244/ Fax: +44 (01923) 852896/ E-mail:bhaktivedanta.manor 		
				    @pamho.net; (for accommodations:) accommodations.requests@pamho.net
		  London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Road, South Norwood, SE25 5NG/ Tel. +44 (020) 8656 4296
		  London, England (north) — 176 Royal College St., Camden, NW10SP/ Tel. +44 (0207) 485 4188 or (0790) 	
				    642 0827/ E-mail: foodforalluk@aol.com
		  Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, M16 8FT/ Tel. +44 (0161) 226-4416	
		  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., NE4 6AR/ Tel. +44 (0191) 272 1911/  
				    E-mail: bhakti.rasa@pamho.net
		  Plymouth, England — 2 Windermere Crescent, Derriford, PL6 5HX/ Tel +44 (01752) 776708/ 
				    E-mail: dhirasanta@aol.com
		  Romford, England — 3 Rowan Walk, Hornchruch, RM11 2JA/ tel. +44 (01708) 454092
		  	  RURAL COMMUNITIES	
		  Lisnaskea, Northern Ireland — Govindadwipa Dhama, Inisrath Island, Co. Fermanagh, BT92 9GN/ 		
				    Tel. +44 (028) 6772 1512/ E-mail: govindadwipa@pamho.net
		  London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)
	 	 (Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than forty other cities in the U.K. For informa- 
		  tion, contact ISKCON Reader Services, P.O. Box 730, Watford WD25 8EZ, UK; www.iskcon.org.uk)
			   ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS	
	  	 Dublin, Ireland — Govinda’s, 4 Aungier St., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01) 475-0309/ Fax: (01) 478-6204/
				    E-mail: pragosa@connect.ie
	 	 Swansea — Govinda’s, 8 Craddock St., SA1 3EN/ Tel. +44 (01792) 468469/ 
				    E-mail: govin_das@hotmail.com

		  	 GERMANY
      	 	 Abentheuer — Boecking Str. 4a, 55767/ Tel. +49 (06782) 980436/ Fax: +49 (06782) 980437/  
				    E-mail: gaura.bhavini.sns@pamho.net
		  Berlin — Kastanien Allee 3, D-10435/ Tel. +49 (030) 44357296 or 44315921/ 
				    E-mail: harekrishna-berlin@pamho.net
	 ◆ 	 Cologne — Taunusstr. 40, 51105/ Tel. +49 (0221) 830-1241/ Fax: +49 (0221) 837-0485
		  Hamburg — Eiffestrasse 422, 20537 Hamburg/ Tel. +49 (040) 4102848
		  Munich — Wachenheimer Strasse 1, 81539/ Tel. +49 (089) 6880-0288/ Fax: +49 (089) 6880-0289/

	 		  RURAL COMMUNITY
		  Jandelsbrunn (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) —  Zielberg 20, 94118/ Tel +49 (08583) 316/
				     Fax: +49 (08583) 1671/ E-mail: njnk@pamho.net	
			   HUNGARY
		  Budapest — Mariaremetei ut. 77, Budapest 1028 II/ Tel. +36 (01) 397-0435, 397-0436/  
				    E-mail: budapest@pamho.net
      		  Debrecen — Csapo u. 1. III./4., 4024 Debrecen/ Tel. +36 (052) 431-727/ E-mail: debrecen@pamho.net
   		  Eger — Szechenyi u. 64, 3300 Eger/ Tel. +36 (036) 410-515 or 313-761/ E-mail: eger@pamho.net
   		  Kecskemet — Dobo krt. 3. II./3., 6000 Kecskemet (mail: Pf. 546, 6001 Kecskemet)/ Tel. +36 (076) 		
				    480-920/ E-mail: kecskemet@pamho.net
		  Miskolc — Bethlen G. u. 3, 3526 Miskolc/ Tel. +36 (046) 416-643/ E-mail: miskolc@pamho.net
	    	 Pecs — u. 5, 7624 Pecs/ Tel. +36 (072) 515-991/ Fax: (072) 515-990/ E-mail: pecs@pamho.net
		  Szeged — Berkert u. 25, 6723 Szeged/ Tel. +36 (062) 471-639/ E-mail: szeged@pamho.net

		  	 RURAL COMMUNITY
   		  Somogyvamos — Krsna-völgy, Fö u. 38, 8699 Somogyvamos/ Tel. & fax: +36 (085) 540-002 or  
				    340-185/ E-mail: krisna-volgy@pamho.net
      			   ITALY
		  Bergamo — Villaggio Hare Krishna (da Medolago strada per Terno d’Isola), 24040 Chignolo d'Isola 		
				    (BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 4940706
 	 	 Milan — via Valpetrosa 5, 20123/ Tel. +39 (02) 862417/ Fax: +39 (035) 4940705 or 4940945/  
				    E-mail: radharamana@lombardiacom.it
		  Padova — corso del Popolo, 1, 35131/ Tel. +39 (049) 8751219
		  Rome — via Santa Maria del Pianto, 15–17, 00186/ Tel. +39 (06) 68891540/ E-mail: lilasukha@libero.it
      	 	 Vicenza — via Roma 9, 36020 Albettone (VI)/ Tel. +39 (0444) 790573/ Fax: +39 (0444) 790581/  
				    E-mail: giridhari.rns@pamho.net

	 		  RURAL COMMUNITY			 
	 ◆ 	 Florence (Villa Vrindavan) — via Scopeti 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (Fl)/ 
				    Tel. +39 (055) 820054/ Fax: +39 (055) 828470/ E-mail: isvaripriya@libero.it

			   ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
	 	 Milan — Govinda’s, via Valpetrosa 5, 20123/ Tel. +39 (02) 862417
		  Rome — Govinda, via Santa Maria del Pianto, 15–17/ Tel. +39 (06) 69991540/ E-mail: lilasukha@libero.it

         			  POLAND
		  Gdynia — P.O. Box 364/ Tel. & fax: +48 (058) 29-5188/ E-mail: vara-nayaka.bvps@pamho.net
           		 Krakow — ul. Wyzynna 2, 30-617/ Tel. & fax: +48 (012) 654-5824
		  Warsaw — Mysiadlo, k. Warszawy, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11 (mail: MTSK, 02-770, 
				    Warszawy 130, P.O. Box 257)/ Tel. +48 (022) 750-7797 or -8248/ Fax: +48 (022) 750-8249
		  Wroclaw — ul. Bierutowska 23, 51-317 (mail: MTSK 50-900, Wroclaw 2, P.O. Box 858)/ 
				    Tel. & fax: +48 (071) 345-7981

	     		  RURAL COMMUNITY
		  Czarnow (New Santipura) — Czarnow 21, 58-424 Pisarzowice, gm. Kamienna Gora/ 
				    Tel. +48 (07574) 128 92/ E-mail: raghu@friko5.onet.pl
       			  SPAIN
		  Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12, Entlo 2, 08002/ Tel. +34 93 302-5194/  
				    E-mail: temploben@hotmail.com
		  Madrid — Espíritu Santo 19, 28004/ Tel. +34 91 521-3096

		  Málaga — Ctra. Alora, 3, Int., 29140 Churriana/ Tel. +34 95 262-1038

	     		  RURAL COMMUNITY
		  Brihuega (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) 19411 Brihuega / Tel. +34 949 280436

	    	  	 RESTAURANT
		  Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4–5, 08002/ 
				    Tel. +34 (93) 318-7729
       			  SWEDEN
	 ◆ 	 Gothenburg — Karl Johansgatan 57, SE-414 55, Göteborg/ Tel. +46 (031) 879648 (restaurant: 	
				    421462)/ E-mail: info@harekrishnagoteborg.com (restaurant: 		
					     info@govindasgoteborg.com)
		  Grödinge — Radha-Krishna Temple, Korsnäs Gård, 14792 Grödinge, Tel.+46 (08) 53029800 / 
				    Fax: +46 (08) 53025062/ E-mail: reception@pamho.net
	 ◆ 	 Lund — Bredgatan 28, 222 21/ Tel. +46 (046) 399500; Restaurant: +46 (046) 120413/
				    Fax: +46 (046) 188804/ E-mail: locan@pamho.net
	 ◆ 	 Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240/ Tel. +46 (08) 654-9002/ Fax: +46 (08) 650-8813/ 
	  	 Uppsala — ISKCON, 74193 Knivsta/ Tel. +46 (018) 102924/ E-mail: iskcon@telia.com
	     		  RURAL COMMUNITY
		  Järna — Almviks Gård, 153 95/ Tel. +46 (08551) 52050/ Fax: +46 (08551) 52060/  
				    E-mail: almviks.gard@pamho.net       					  
			    OTHER COUNTRIES
		  Amsterdam, The Netherlands — Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 JX/ Tel. +31 (020) 675-1404  
				    or -1694/ Fax: +31 (020) 675-1405/ E-mail: amsterdam@pamho.net
		  Antwerp, Belgium — Amerikalei 184, 2000/ Tel. +32 (03) 237-0037
		  Basel, Switzerland — St. Jakob-Strasse 33, 4132 Muttenz/ Tel. & fax: +41 (061) 462-0614/  
				    E-mail: sacidulal.bcs@pamho.net
		  Bucharest, Romania — Str. Iacob Negruzzi, No. 36/ Tel. +40 (021) 223-4133/ 
				    E-mail: krishna_ragini_ss@yahoo.com
	 	 Cakovec, Croatia — Radnicka 2, Svaska ves, 40000 Cakovec/ Tel. & fax: +385 (040) 334312
		  Copenhagen, Denmark — Skjulhoj Alle 44, 2720 Vanlose, Copenhagen/ Tel. +45 4828-6446/ 
				    Fax: +45 4828-7331/ E-mail: tempel@krishna.dk
		  Helsinki, Finland — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D (Ill krs) 00180/ Tel. +358 (9) 694-9879/ 
				    Fax: +358 (9) 694-9837/ E-mail: krishna@saunalahti.fi
		  Kaunas, Lithuania — 37, Savanoryu pr., 3000/ Tel. +370 (7) 22-2574 or 26-8953/ 
				    Fax: +370 (7) 70-6642
		  Kokosovce, Slovak Republic — Abranovce 60, 08252 Kokosovce/ Tel. +421 (51) 7798482
	 ◆ 	 Lisbon, Portugal — Rua Dona Estefania, 91 R/C 1000 Lisboa/ Tel. & fax: +351(01) 314-0314  
				    or 352-0038/ E-mail: iskcon.lisbon@pamho.net 
		  Ljubljana, Slovenia — Zibertova 27, 1000/ Tel. +386 (061) 131-2124/  Fax: +386 (061) 310815/ 
			     	 E-mail: uddharta@pamho.net
		  Osijek, Croatia — Ivana Gundulica 9, 31000 Osijek/ Tel. +385 (031) 202759
	  	 Paris, France — 31 Rue Docteur Jean Vaquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. & fax: +33 (01) 
				    4303-0951/ E-mail: nitai.gaurasundara.tkg@pamho.net
		  Plovdiv, Bulgaria — ul. Prosveta 56, Kv. Proslav, 4015/ Tel. & fax +359 (032) 446962/ 
				    E-mail: plovdiv@pamho.net
		  Porto, Portugal — Rua S. Miguel 19, 4050-560 (mail: Apartado 4108, 4002-001)/ 
				    Tel. & fax: +351 (0222) 007-223/ E-mail: oriente.porto@teleweb.pt 
		  Prague, Czech Republic — Jilova 290, Prague 5 - Zlicin 155 21/ Tel. +42 (02) 5795-0391 
				    or-0401/ Fax: +42 (02) 302-1628/ E-mail: narakriti@usa.net
		  Pula, Croatia — Vinkuran centar 58, 52000 (mail: P.O. Box 16)/ Tel. & fax: +385 (052) 573581
	 ◆	 Radhadesh, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, 6940 Septon-Durbuy/ Tel. +32 (086) 322926  
				    (restaurant: 321421)/ Fax: +32 (086) 322929/ E-mail: radhadesh@pamho.net
	 ◆	 Riga, Latvia — 56, K. Baron st., LV1011/ Tel. +371 (02) 27-2490/ Fax: +371 (2) 27-4120
		  Rijeka, Croatia — Ivana Zajca 6/2, 51000 Rijeka (mail: P.O. Box 61)/ Tel. +385 (098) 697436/  
				    E-mail: dvaraka-gamana.kkd@pamho.net
		  Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina — ISKCON, Gornjo Vakufska 12, 71000/ Tel. +387 (071) 201530	
		  Skopje, Macedonia — Vvz. “ISKCON,” Roze Luksemburg 13, 91000/ Tel. +389 (091) 201451
		  Sofia, Bulgaria — 4 J. Kjuri Str., 1113 Sofia (mail: P.O. Box 827, Sofia 1000)/ 
				    Tel. +359 (02) 705-616 or 989-0488/ E-mail: sofia@pamho.net
	 ◆	 Tallinn, Estonia — Luise Street 11a, 10142/ Tel. +372 6460047/ E-mail: tallinn@pamho.net
	 	 Timisoara, Romania — Porumbescu 92, 1900/ Tel. & fax +40 (056) 154776/
	  	 Vienna, Austria —  Reinprechtsdorferstr. 43/5, A-1050/ Tel. +43 (01) 547-1004/ 
				    E-mail: iskconwien@hotmail.com
		  Vilnius, Lithuania — 23-1, Raugyklos G, 2024/ Tel. +370 (2) 23-5218/ E-mail: vilnius@pamho.net
		  Zagreb, Croatia — Centar Za Vedske Studije, II Bizet 36, 10000 (mail: P.O. Box 68, 10001)/  
				    Tel. & fax: +385 (01) 3772-643/ E-mail: ripuha@pamho.net
		  Zürich, Switzerland — Bergstrasse 54, 8030/ Tel. +41 (01) 262-3388/ Fax: +41 (01) 262-3114/ 
				    E-mail: kgs@pamho.net	
	 		  RURAL COMMUNITIES
		  Czech Republic — Krsnuv Dvur c. 1, 257 28 Chotysany/ Tel. +420 (0602) 375978
	 ◆ 	 France (Bhaktivedanta Village) — Chateau Bellevue, F-39700 Chatenois/ Tel. +33 (03) 8472-	
				    8235/ Fax: +33 (03) 8482-6973/ E-mail: guru-sakti.hks@pamho.net
		  France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d’Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Mâle/ 
				    Tel. +33 (02) 5440-2395/ Fax: +33 (02) 5440-2893/ E-mail: new.mayapur@pamho.net

			   ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
		  Copenhagen, Denmark — Govinda’s, Nøerre Farimagsgade 82, DK-1364 Kbh K/ 
				    Tel. +45 3333-7444
		  Locarno, Switzerland — Govinda Rama, Via Borghese 12, 6600/ Tel. +41 (091) 752-3851/ 
				    Fax: (091) 752-3852
		  Oslo, Norway — Krishna’s Cuisine, Kirkeveien 59B, 0364/ Tel. +47 (022) 606-250
		  Prague, Czech Republic — Govinda’s, Soukenicka 27, 110 00 Prague-1/ Tel. +420 (02) 2481-	
				    6631 or 2481-6016/ E-mail: info@harekrsna.cz
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		  Prague, Czech Republic — Govinda’s, Na hrazi 5, 180 00 Prague 8-Liben/ Tel. +420 (02) 683-7226/ 
				    E-mail: goodday@volny.cz
		  Prague, Czech Republic — Balarama Restaurant, Orlicka 9, Praha 3, Vinohrady 130 00/ Tel. & fax: 
				    +420 222 728 885
		  Presov, Slovak Republic — Govinda’s, Hlavna 70, 08001/ Tel. +0042 (191) 722 819
		  Tallinn, Estonia — Damodara, Lauteri Street 1, 10114/ Tel. +372 6442650
		  Vienna, Austria — Govinda, Lindengasse 2A, 1070/ Tel. +43 (01) 522-2817
		  Zürich, Switzerland — Govinda’s Veda-Kultur, Preyergasse 16, 8001/ Tel. & fax: +41 	
					     +41 (01) 251 88 59/ E-mail: info@govindakultur.ch

		  COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES 
      			   RUSSIA
	       	 Astrahan — 141052, 8-59, Botvina st./ Tel. +7 (8510) 28-9431
		  Chita — 27, Kurnatovskogo st./ Tel. +7 (30222) 23-4971 or -0911
		  Ekaterinburg — 620078, G. Ekaterinburg, per. Otdelniy 5DK VOG/ Tel. +7 (3432) 74-2200 or 
				    49-5262
		  Irkutsk — st. Krimskaya 6A/ Tel. (3952) 38-71-32 or 3240-62/ E-mail: iosk@iosk.irkutsk.su
            Kazan — 13, Sortirovochnaya st, pos.Yudino/ Tel. +7 (8432) 55-2529 or 42-9991
            Krasnodar —  418, Stepnaya st., selo Elizavetinskoye, Krsnodarski krai/ Tel. +7 (8612) 50-1694
		  Kurjinovo — 8, Shosseinaya st., pos. Ershovo, Urupski region, Karachayevo-Cherkessia
	       	 Moscow — 8/3, Khoroshevskoye sh. (mail: P.O. Box 69), 125284/ Tel. +7 (095) 255-6711/ 		
				    Tel. & fax: +7 (095) 945-3317
	  	 Moscow — Nekrasovsky pos., Dmitrovsky reg., 141700/ Tel. +7 (095) 577-8543, -8601, or -8775/ 
				    Fax: +7 (095) 446-4746/ E-mail: shyama.rns@pamho.net
	      	 Murmansk — 16, Frolova st. (mail: P.O. Box 5823)/ Tel. +7 (8152) 58-9284/ 	
				    E-mail: upendra@mun.rospac.ru
	  	 Nijny Novgorod — 14b, Chernigovskaya Str., 603001/ Tel. +7 (8312) 30-5197 or 25-2592
	    	 Novorossiysk — 117, Shillerovskaya st./ Tel. +7 (86134) 38-926 or 51-415
	 	 Novosibirsk —18/2 Kholodilynaya st., 630001/ Tel. +7 (3832) 46-2655 or -2666 
	    	 Omsk — 664099, 42 10th Severnaya st. (mail: P.O. Box 8741)/ Tel. +7 (3812) 24-5310 or 41-
4051
	 	 Perm — 12, Verhnekuryinskaya st., 614065/ Tel. +7 (3422) 33-5740 or 27-0681/ E-mail: ffl@pi.ccl.ru
	    	 Rostov-Na-Donu — 84/1, Saryana st., 344025 (mail: P.O. Box 64, 344007)/
				    Tel. & fax: +7 (8632) 51-0456
		  Samara — 122, Aeroportovskoye sh., Zubchininovka/ Tel. +7 (8462) 97-0318 or -0323 
	    	 Simbirsk — 10, Glinki st., 432002/ Tel. +7 (8422) 21-4016 
	    	 Sochi — 81a, Lesnaya st., Bytha/ Tel. +7 (8622) 98-5639/ Tel. & fax: +7 (8622) 97-2483
	   	 Ulan-Ude — Prirechnaya str. 23, 670013 (mail: P.O. Box 4268, 670000)/ Tel. +7 (3012) 30-795/ 
				    E-mail: abpchk@burnet.sibea.ru/ E-mail: iskcon@vtsnet.ru
		  Vladimir — Ul. Nikolo-Galeyskaya 56/25, 60000/ Tel. +7 (0922) 32-6726
	 	 Vladivostok — 5–1, Rudneva st., 690087/ Tel. +7 (4232) 23-6685
                			   RESTAURANTS
	    	 Ekaterinburg — Sankirtana, 33 Bardina st./ Tel. +7 (3432) 41-2737
      		  St. Petersburg — Govinda’s, 58, Angliysky pr., 190008/ Tel. +7 (812) 113-7896
	    	 Vladivostok — Gopal’s, 10/12, Oleansky pr./ Tel. +7 (4232) 26-8943/ 
				    E-mail: vrajendra.kumar.pvs@pamho.net

      			   UKRAINE
	 	 Dnepropetrovsk — Spusk Kalininskiy 39, 320038/ Tel. +380 (0562) 42-3631 or 45-4709/ 
				    E-mail: vibhuti@iskcon.dp.ua
	 	 Donetsk — 22, Rubensa st., Makeyevka  339018/ Tel. +380 (0622) 94-9104 or -3140/  
               				    E-mail: premada@iskcon.donetsk.ua
		  Kharkov — 43, Verknegievskaya St., Holodnaya Gora, 310015/ Tel. +380 (0572) 20-2167 or  
				    72-6869/ E-mail: kharkov@pamho.net
		  Kiev — Dmitrievskaya, 21-B/ Tel. +380 (044) 219-1041 or -1042/
				    Tel. & fax +380 (044) 244-4934
		  Kiev — 16, Zorany per., 254078/ Tel. +380 (044) 433-8312, or 434-7028 or -5533
	 	 Nikolaev — 5-8, Sudostroitelny per., 327052/ Tel. +380 (0510) 35-1734
		  Vinnica — 5, Chkalov st., 28601/ Tel. +380 (0432) 32-3152

     			   OTHER COUNTRIES
		  Almaty, Kazakstan — 5, Kommunarov per., 480022/ Tel. +7 (327) 235-3830 or -3930
		  Baku, Azerbaijan — 2, Zardobi per., Uzbekistan st., pos. 8th km. 370060/ Tel. +994 (12) 21-2376/ 
				    E-mail: baku@pamho.net
		  Bishkek, Kirgizstan — 5, Omsky per., 720007/ Tel. +7 (3312) 24-2230 or 44-3776
		  Dushanbe, Tadjikistan — 38, Anzob st., 734001/ Tel. +7 (3772) 27-1920 or -3990/  
				    E-mail: gurupria@cada.tajik.net
		  Kishinev, Moldova — 13, A. Popovich st., 277022/ Tel. +373 (2) 55-8099 or 76-9254
		  Minsk, Belarus — 11, Pavlova st., 220053/ Tel. +375 (172) 13-0629
            Sukhumi, Georgia — st. Pr-t Mira d 274/ Tel. +995 (8122) 2-9954
	    	 Tashkent, Uzbekistan — 54, Ul. Cervyakova, 700005/ Tel. +7 (3712) 93-0352 or 34-4612
	 	 Tbilisi, Georgia — 16, Kacharava st., Avchalskoye sh., 380053/ Tel. +995 (32) 62-3326  
				    or 98-5812
				    RESTAURANT
	   	 Almaty, Kazakstan — 4, Zalomova st., 480037/ Tel. +7 (327) 235-1444

		  AUSTRALASIA
       			   AUSTRALIA
		  Adelaide — 25 Le Hunte St., Kilburn, SA 5084/ Tel. +61 (08) 8359-5120/ Fax: (08) 8359-5149 
		  Brisbane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.O. Box 83, Indurupilly), QLD 4068/ 
				    Tel. +61 (07) 3379-5455/ Fax: +61 (07) 3379-5880
		  Canberra — 1 Quick St., Ainslie, ACT 2602 (mail: P.O. Box 1411, Canberra, ACT 2601)/ 
				    Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6262-6208/ E-mail: adi@actweb.net
		  Melbourne — 197 Danks St. (mail: P.O. Box 125), Albert Park , VIC 3206/ Tel. +61 (03) 9699-5122/ 		
			   Fax: +61 (03) 9690-4093/ E-mail: iskcon@bigpond.net.au
		  Newcastle — 28 Bull St., Mayfield, NSW 2304/ Tel. +61 (02) 4967-7000/ E-mail: 			 

				    iskcon_newcastle@yahoo.com.au
	  	 Perth — 144 Railway Parade (corner of The Strand) [mail: P.O. Box 102], Bayswater, WA 6053/ 
				    Tel. +61 (08) 9370-1552/ Fax: +61 (08) 9272-6636/ E-mail: perth@pamho.net
		  Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 (mail: P.O. Box 459, Cammeray, NSW 2062)/		
				    Tel. +61 (029) 9959-4558/ Fax: +61 (029) 9957-1893
	 		  RURAL COMMUNITIES
		  Bambra (New Nandagram) — 50 Seaches Outlet, off 1265 Winchelsea Deans Marsh Rd., Bambra 		
				    VIC 3241/ Tel. +61 (03) 5288-7383/ E-mail: iskcon@bigpond.net.au 
	  	 Cessnock, NSW — New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mount View Rd., Millfield, near Cessnock		
				    [mail: P.O. Box 399, Cessnock]), NSW 2325/ Tel. +61 (02) 4998-800/ Fax: (Sydney temple)
		  Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella (mail: P.O. Box 685), NSW 2484/ 
				    Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6672-6579/ Fax: +61 (02) 6672-5498
		  	 RESTAURANTS
		  Adelaide — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 79 Hindley St., SA 5000/ Tel. +61 (08) 8231-5258
		  Brisbane — Govinda’s, 99 Elizabeth St., 1st floor, QLD 4000/ Tel. +61 (07) 3210-0255
		  Brisbane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick St., Fortitude Valley, QLD/  
				    Tel. +61 (07) 3854-1016/ E-mail: brisbane@pamho.net 
		  Melbourne — Crossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-2939
		  Melbourne — Gopal’s, 139 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-1578
		  New Castle — Krishna's Vegetarian Cafe, 110 King Street, corner of King & Wolf Streets, 
				    NSW 2300/ Tel. +61 (02) 4929-6900  
		  Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/ Tel. +61 (08) 9227-		
				    1684/ E-mail: perth@pamho.net
		  Sydney — Govinda's Upstairs,112 Darlinghurst Road, Darlinghurst NSW 2010/ Tel. +61 (02) 9380-		
				    5155 
		  Sydney — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 529B King St., Newtown, NSW 2042/ Tel. +61 (02) 9550-6524

        			  NEW ZEALAND, FIJI, AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
		  Christchurch, NZ — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 25-190)/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-5174/ 
				    Fax: +64 (03) 366-1965/ E-mail: iskconchch@clear.net.nz
		  Labasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.O. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912
		  Lautoka, Fiji — 5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax: +679 663039/
		  Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea — Section 23, Lot 46, Gordonia St., Hohola (mail: P.O. Box 571,  
				    POM NCD)/ Tel. +675 259213
        		  Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa (mail: P.O. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243
         		 Suva, Fiji — Joyce Place, Off Pilling Rd., Nasinu 71⁄2 miles (mail: P.O. Box 2183, Govt. Bldgs.)/ 
				    Tel. +679 393 599/ Fax: +679 314 583/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj
	           	 Wellington, NZ — 105 Newlands Rd., Newlands (mail: P.O. Box 2753)/ Tel. +64 (04) 478-
1414

			   RURAL COMMUNITY
		  Auckland, NZ (New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course (mail: R.D. 2, 		
				    Kumeu)/ Tel. +64 (09) 412-8075/ Fax: +64 (09) 412-7130

	 		  RESTAURANTS
	 ●	 Auckland, NZ — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 268 Karangahape Road/ Tel. +64 (09) 300-7585
		  Labasa, Fiji — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Road/ Tel. +679 811364 
		  Lautoka, Fiji — Gopal’s, Corner of Yasawa St. and Naviti St./ Tel. +679 662990
		  Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Dolphins FNPF Place, Victoria Parade/ 
				    Tel. +679 314154/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj
		  Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Opposite University of the South Pacific, Laucala 		
				    Bay Rd./ Tel. +679 311683/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj
		  Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 18 Pratt St./ Tel. +679 314154
		  Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 82 Ratu Mara Rd., Samabula/ Tel. +679 386333
		  Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Terry Walk, Cumming St./ Tel. +679 312295
	
		  AFRICA
			   GHANA
    	 	 Accra — Samsam Rd., Off Accra-Nsawam Hwy., Medie, Accra North (mail: P.O. Box 11686)/  
				    Tel. & fax +233 (021) 229988
		  Kumasi — Twumduase Land, Near Emina Hospital (mail: P.O. Box KS 10076)/ E-mail: 		
				    shastra316@yahoo.com
		  Nkawkaw — P.O. Box 69
		  Sunyani — Plot No. 146, South Ridge Estates (mail P.O. Box 685)
		  Takoradi — New Amanful, P.O. Box 328
		  Tarkwa — State Housing Estate, Cyanide

		  	 RURAL COMMUNITY
		  Eastern Region — Hare Krishna Farm Community, P.O. Box 15, Old Akrade

	 		  NIGERIA
		  Abeokuta — Ibadan Rd., Obanatoka (mail: P.O. Box 5177)
		  Benin City — 108, Lagos-Uselu Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 1207)/ Tel. +234 (052) 258636
	   	Enugu — 5/6, Destiny Layout, Old Abakaliki Rd., Near Enugu Airport, Emene 
		  Ibadan — Ibadan-Lagos Express Way, Opposite Ile-Marun (mail: UIPO Box 9996)/ 
				    E-mail: gboyega@ibadan.skannet.com
		  Jos —  Airforce Base, Abattoir Rd., by Nammua, Giring Village (mail: P.O. Box 6557)
	  	 Kaduna —  Federal Housing Estate, Abuja Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 1121), Goningora Village/  
				    Tel. +234 (062) 231335
	  	 Lagos — 12, Gani Williams Close, off Osolo Way, Ajao Estate, International Airport Rd. 
				    (mail: P.O. Box 8793, Marina)/ Tel. & fax +234 (01) 876169
		  Port Harcourt — Umuebule 11, 2nd tarred road (mail: P.O. Box 4429), Trans Amadi
		  Warri — Okwodiete Village, Kilo 8, Effurun/Orerokpe Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 1922)

			   SOUTH AFRICA
		  Cape Town — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689-1529/  
    				    Fax: +27 (021) 686-8233/ E-mail: cape.town@pamho.net
	 ◆	 Durban — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle, Unit 5 (mail: P.O. Box 56003), Chatsworth, 4030/  
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 	    ◆   Johannesburg — 58 Kingston Ave., Auckland Park (mail: P.O. Box 649)/ Tel. +27 (011) 726-1168 
				    or (083) 231-0878
	 ◆             	 Lenasia — 7971 Capricorn Ave. (Entrance on Nirvana Dr.), Ext. 9, Lenasia (mail: 
P.O. Box 926, 
				    Lenasia, 1820)/ Tel. +27 (082) 332-9680/ Fax: +27 (011) 852-3176/ 
				    E-mail: iskconjb@freemail.absa.co.za
	       	 Pretoria — 1189 Church St., Hatfield 0083 (mail: P.O. Box 14077, Hatfield 0028)/ 
				    Tel. & fax: +27 (12) 342-6216/ E-mail: iskconpt@global.co.za  
       			   OTHER COUNTRIES
	    	 Abidjan, Cote D’Ivoire — AICK-CI, 01 B.P. 8366/ Tel. & fax +225 563402 
		  Baie du Cap, Mauritius — St. Martin/ Tel. +230 521-0028
		  Gaboronne, Botswana — P.O. Box 201003/ Tel. +267 307768/ Fax: +267 301988/ 
				    E-mail: dkkoshal@infow.bw
		  Kampala, Uganda — 9 Dewington Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 1647), Kampala/ Tel. +256 7564-2741
		  Kisumu, Kenya — Cairo Rd., P.O. Box 9202/ Tel. +254 (035) 40983/ Fax: +254 (035) 43827
		  Marondera, Zimbabwe — 6 Pine Street (mail: P.O. Box 339)/ Tel. +263 (028) 887-7801
		  Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.O. Box 82224)/ 	
				     Tel. +254  (011) 312248
		  Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 28946)/  
				    Tel. +254 (02) 744365/ Fax: +254 (02) 740957
	 ◆	 Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer (mail: P. O. Box 108, Quartre Bornes)/ 
				    Tel. +230 696-5804/ Fax: +230 696-8576/ E-mail: iskcon.hkl@intnet.mu
		  Rose Belle, Mauritius —Shivala Lane/ Tel. +230 627-5030

	 		  RURAL COMMUNITIES
		  Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban/ Tel. +230 418-3185 or 418-3955/ 	
					     Fax: +230 418-6470
	 Uganda (Hare Krishna Farm) — Seeta Town, Kampala   
	
		  LATIN AMERICA
       			   Argentina
		  Buenos Aires — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054, Villa Urquiza, CP 1431/  
				    Tel. +54 (01) 523-4232/ Fax: +54 (01) 523-8085/ E-mail: iskcon-ba@gopalnet.com 
		  Rosario — Centro de Bhakti-Yoga, Paraguay 556 (2000)/ Tel. +54 (041) 252630 or 			 
				    264243/ Fax: +54 (041) 490838 
		  San Miguel — Muqoz 1745, entre Concejal Tribulato y Espaqa, (1663), Pcia. Buenos Aires/  
				    Tel. +54 (011) 4664-6631 or 4667-0483/ E-mail: bhaktiyoga@sinectis.com.ar 

			   RURAL COMMUNITY 
		  Bhaktilata Puri — Ciudad de la Paz 3554 (1429) Capital Federal/ Tel. & fax: +54 (01) 523-8085	   
			   RESTAURANTS 
		  Buenos Aires — Jagannath Prasadam, Triunvirato 4266 (1431)/ Tel. +54 (01) 521-3396 
		  Buenos Aires — Restaurante Tulasi, Marcelo T. de Alvear 628, Local 30  
		  	 BOLIVIA 
		  Cochabamba — Av. Heroinas E-435 Apt. 3 (mail: P. O. Box 2070)/ Tel. & fax: +591 (042) 54346 
	 ◆ 	 La Paz — Pasaje Jauregui, 2262/ Tel. +591 (02) 390458/ Tel. & fax: +591 (02) 392710/  
				    E-mail: maturesh@bo.net 
	 ◆  	 Santa Cruz — Calle 27 de Mayo No. 99 esq. Justo Bazan/ Tel. & fax: +591 (03) 345189

			   RURAL COMMUNITY
		  Bolivia — (contact ISKCON Cochabamba) 

			   ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS 
  	 	 Cochabamba — Restaurant Gopal, calle España N-250 (Galeria Olimpia)/ Tel. +591 (042) 34082
	     	 Cochabamba — Restaurant Govinda, calle Mexico #E0303/ Tel. +591 (042) 22568
	     	 Cochabamba — Restaurant Tulasi, Av. Heroinas E-262
            La Paz — Restaurant Imperial, Calle Sagarnaga No. 213
	          Oruro — Restaurant Govinda, Calle 6 de Octubre No. 6071
            Santa Cruz — Snack Govinda, Calle Bolivar esq. Av. Argomosa (primer anillo)/ 
				    Tel. +591 (03) 345189
	           Sucre — Restaurant Sat Sanga, Calle Tarapacá No. 161/ Tel. +591 (64) 22547	 	 			 
			   BRAZIL
		  Belém, PA — Av. Almirante Tamandari, 1012, Centro, CEP 66023 000/ Tel. +55 (091) 243-0558
	 ◆	 Belo Horizonte, MG — R.  Ametista, 212, Prado, CEP 30410 420/ Tel. +55 (031) 332-8460/ 
				    E-mail: iskconbh@hotmail.com
	     	 Campina Grande, PB — R. Verancio Neiva, 136, Centro/ E-mail: mnama@netwaybbs.com.br
   	 ◆	 Curitiba, PR — Rua Alberto Bolliger, 288, Juveve, CEP/ Tel. +55 (041) 363-3113/ 			 
				    E-mail: nataraj@bol.com.br
		  Florianópolis, SC — R. Cesar Augusto de Souza, 319, Careanos, CEP 88047 440/ 
				    E-mail: iswara@matrix.com.br 
		  Fortaleza, CE — R. José Lourenço, 2114, Aldeota, CEP 60115 228 / Tel. +55 (085) 264-1273 
				    or -3940/ E-mail: fortaleza@harekrishna.com.br
       	 	 Manaus, AM — Av. 7 de Setembro, 1599, Centro, CEP 69005 141/ Tel. +55 (092) 232-0202/  
				    E-mail: iskconam@internext.com.br
	     	 Natal, RN — Praia de Serinhaem, 2254, Ponta Negra, CEP 55092 180
		  Porto Alegre, RS — Rua Jaguari 353/201, Cristal, CEP 90820-180/ Tel. +55 (051) 3266-5875/
				    E-mail: rasananda.swami@pamho.net
		  Recife, PE — R. Demóclitos de Souza Filho, 235, Madalena, 50001 970/ Tel. +55 (081) 445-4124/
				    E-mail: harerama@elogica.com.br
		  Ribeirão Preto, SP — R. Carlos Gomes, 2315, Campos Elásios, CEP 14085 400/ 
				    Tel. +55 (016) 628-1533
		  Rio de Janeiro, RJ — Rua Vilhena de Moraes, 309, Barra da Tijuca, Rio de Janeiro, RJ, 22793-140/ 	
				    Tel. +55 (031) 2431-1887/ E-mail: iskconrio@yahoo.com
		  Salvador, BA — R. Alvaro Adorno, 17, Brotas, 40225 460/ Tel. +55 (071) 382-1064/
				     E-mail: iskconba@atarde.com.br

		  São Carlos, SP — R. Emilio Ribas, 195, Centro, CEP 13563 060
		  São Paulo, SP — Rua do Paraiso 964, Paraiso, São Paulo/ Tel. +55 (011) 3149-0450 or 3266-0520/ 
				    E-mail: iskcon.sao.paulo@pamho.net
                			   RURAL COMMUNITIES
		  Parati, RJ (Fazenda Goura Vrindavana) — CP 62, Serto Idaiatuba, CEP 23970 020/
				    E-mail: goura@partyweb.com.br
		  Pindamonhangaba, SP (Fazenda Nova Gokula) — Rua Bhakti Marga, 28, Estrada Do Ribeirao Grande 	
				    (mail: Caixa Postal 1009, Pindamonhangaba 12400-990-SP)/  
                				    Tel. +55 (012) 982-9036 or 243-1804/ Fax: +55 (012) 982-9036
		  Teresopolis, RJ (Vrajabhumi Dhama) — CP 92430, Varzea, CEP 25951 970/ Tel. +55(021) 262-8208
			    ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
	     	 Caxias do Sul, RS — R. Itália Travi, 601, Rio Branco CEP 95097 710

      			   MEXICO
	    ◆	 Guadalajara — Pedro Moreno No. 1791, Sector Juarez, Jalisco, C.P. 441/ Tel. +52 (3) 616-0775/ 		
				    Fax: +52 (3) 630-3752
       	 	 Mexico City — Tiburcio Montiel 45, Colonia San Miguel, Chapultepec D.F., 11850/  
				    Fax: +52 (5) 271-1953
	    	 Monterrey — Av. Luis Elizondo No. 400, local 12, Col. Alta Vista/ Tel. +52 (8) 387-3028
		  Saltillo — Blvd. Saltillo No. 520, Col. Buenos Aires/ Tel. +52 (84) 178752/ 
				    E-mail: govinda@mcsa.net.mx
	   	 Tulancingo — (mail:) Apartado 252, Hildago/ Tel. +52 (775) 34072
                			   RURAL COMMUNITIES
		  Guadalajara — (contact ISKCON Guadalajara)
		  Veracruz — Mail: Jesus Garcia 33, Col. Ferrocarril, Cerro Azul/ E-mail: libbhkti@mail.internet.com.mx
                			   ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
		  Veracruz — Restaurante Radhe, Sur 5 No. 50, Orizaba, Ver./ Tel. +52 (272) 57525
             			   PERU
		  Lima — Carretera Central Km. 32, Chosica/ Tel. & fax: +51 (014) 491-0250/ 
				    E-mail: anantak@terra.com.pe
	 ◆     	 Lima — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (014) 444-2871
 	 ◆	 Lima — Av. Garcilaso de la Vega 1670/ Tel. +51 (014) 433-2589
			   RURAL COMMUNITY 
		  Correo De Bella Vista — DPTO De San Martin  
			   ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT 
		  Cuzco — Espaderos 128  
			   OTHER COUNTRIES 
		  Asunción, Paraguay — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Mariano R. Alonso 925/ Tel. +595 (021) 480-266/ 		
				    Fax: +595 (021) 490-449 
		  Bogotá, Colombia — Calle 66, nro. 16–50/ Tel. +57 (01) 248-9078/  
				    E-mail: dharma-pdb@navegante.net.co 
		  Cali, Colombia — Avenida 2 EN, #24N-39/ Tel. +57 (023) 68-88-53 
		  Caracas, Venezuela — Avenida La Colina, Quinta El Carmen, Las Acacias/ Tel. +58 (02) 6902128 
		  Chinandega, Nicaragua — Edificio Hare Krsna No. 108, Del Banco Nacional 10 mts. abajo/  
				    Tel. +505 (341) 2359  
		  Essequibo Coast, Guyana — New Navadvipa Dham, Mainstay, Essequibo Coast/ 			 
				    Tel. +592 771-4894/ E-mail: supersoul@solutions2000.net 
		  Guatemala, Guatemala — Calzada Roosevelt 4-47 tercer nivel, Zona 11     
		  Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 or 309420/  
				    Fax: +564 302108/ E-mail: gurumanl@ecua.net.ec 
		  Panama, Republic of Panama — Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, casa #10, frente a INPSA, 		
				    (mail: P.O. Box 6-1776, El Dorado)/ Tel. +507 231-6561/ E-mail: iskconpanama@hotmail.com 
		  Paramaribo, Suriname — Kwattaweg #459 (mail: P.O. Box 713)/ Tel. +597 435051/ E-mail: 		
				    iskconsur@hotmail.com 
		  Pereira, Colombia — Carrera 5a, No.19-36 
		  San Salvador, El Salvador — Cuidad Merliot (mail: Apartado Postal 1506)/ Tel. +503 78-0799 
		  Santiago, Chile — Carrera 330/ Tel. +56 (02) 698-8044 
	 	 Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic — Calle San Francisco de Asis No. 73, Ensanche Ozama/  
				    Tel. +809 597-5078/ E-mail: svats1949@hotmail.com 
		  Tegucipalpa, Honduras — (mail: Apartado Postal 30305)/ Tel. +504 32-3172/ Fax. +504 34-780 
	      	 Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies — Eastern Main Rd., Garden Village, Arouca (mail: B. Narine, 	
					     Rice Mill Rd., Garden Village, Arouca)/ Tel. +1 (868) 646-1062 
		  Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies — 4 Orion Drive, Debe/ Tel. +1 (809) 647-3165/  
				    Fax: +1 (868) 647-6809/  E-mail: iskcondebe@yahoo.com 
		  Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies — Prabhupada-Edinburgh Road, Longdenville, Chaguanas/ 
				    Tel. +1 (868) 665-2249/ Fax: +1 (868) 671-2005/ E-mail: agni.sdg@pamho.net		
		  West Coast Demerara, Guyana — Sri Gaura Nitai Ashirvad Mandir, Lot “B,” Nauville Flanders  
				    (Crane Old Road), West Coast Demerara/ Tel. +592 254 0494/  
				    E-mail: prabhupadadeva@yahoo.com 
	         	 West Coast Demerara, Guyana — New Godruma, 24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara 
	      	 Williamsburg, Guyana — New Kulinagram, Block 6, Williamsburg, Corentyne, Berbice/  
				    Tel. +592 333-3563/ E-mail: prabhoh@yahoo.com 

			   RURAL COMMUNITIES 
 		  Colombia (Nueva Mathura) — Cruzero del Guali, Municipio de Caloto, Valle del Cauca/  
				    Tel. +57 (023) 612688 
		  Costa Rica (Nueva Goloka Vrindavana) — Carretera Cartago-Paraiso, de la iglesia cristiana Rios 		
				    de Agua Viva, 75 metros al oeste y 300 metros al sudeste, Cartago (mail: Apartado 166, 		
				    1002, San Jose)/ Tel. +506 551-0990/ E-mail: nuevagolokavrindavan@yahoo.es 
		  Ecuador (Nueva Mayapur) — Ayampe (near Guayaquil) 
		  El Salvador — Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitan, Dpto. de La Libertad 		   
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The King of Books
Back to Godhead has inevitably undergone 
changes over its sixty-year history. When Ûrîla Prab-
hupåda’s disciples took up the service of producing 
the magazine, he gave them general guidelines and 
left most of the details up to them. Oc-casionally 
he would give specific instructions. One of those, 
which BTG editors have held sacrosanct ever 
since, was that each issue should contain an ex-
cerpt from the Ûrîmad-Bhågavatam. Once, when 
some disciples expressed concern that the spiritual 
content of BTG seemed to be declining, Prabhu- 
påda said, in effect, “At least the Bhågavatam is 
there.”

The Ûrîmad-Bhågavatam was at the heart of 
Prabhupåda’s mission. In a poem he wrote on ar-
riving in America, he expressed his deep faith that 
the message of the Bhågavatam, which he had come 
to deliver, could rescue the people of the West from 
their debilitated spiritual condition.

I was in the U.S. Air Force when I came to 
K®ß∫a consciousness and started reading the Bhåg- 
avatam. Because I wanted to live at the temple and 
serve there full time, I submitted my resignation 
from the Air Force. During the six-month wait  
for the resignation to be approved, I was excused 
from reporting for duty but had to spend my normal 
work hours in my room on the base. That proved to 
be a blessing: I had nothing else to do but read Prab-
hupåda’s books. I dove in. I especially loved reading 
the Bhågavatam and felt that my con-centration on 
its words was a perfect meditation.

The Bhågavatam is known among Vaiß∫avas as 
grantha-råja: “the king of books.” Although listed 
as one of the eighteen Purå∫as, or Vedic histories, 
it is called “the spotless Purå∫a.” It stands above 
all other works because of its exclusive focus on 

F R O M   T H E   E D 

topics related to K®ß∫a, the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. 

In the very beginning of the Bhågavatam, we 
come across the striking assertion “What is the need 
of any other book?” The third text tells us that the 
Bhågavatam is the ripe fruit of the Vedic literature. 
The book abounds with praise from great saints 
who have realized its supreme position. They tell 
us that the Bhågavatam is God in book form, that 
it is sufficient in itself for God realization, that by 
reading it one becomes a pure lover of God, that 
once one gains a taste for hearing its message, all 
attraction for lesser topics gradually disappears, that 
it is meant for bringing about a spiritual revolu- 
tion in the impious lives of the world’s misdirected 
civilization.

“Bhågavatam” means “in relation to God.” 
Anyone interested in learning about God—as ev-
ery human being should be—need look no further 
than the Bhågavatam, which Prabhupåda called 
the post-graduate study of spiritual knowledge. It 
is a guide book to the summit of human aspiration. 

As with any subject, the science of God is best 
received from one who has mastered its intrica-
cies. Since mastery of the knowledge presented in 
the Bhågavatam results in pure devotion to K®ß∫a, 
we should be careful to receive its message only 
from K®ß∫a’s pure devotees, whose character and 
realizations qualify them to be His authorized 
representatives. Ûrîla Prabhupåda was undoubtedly 
among that esteemed group, and we can enter their 
company by taking advantage of his presentation 
of the Ûrîmad-Bhågavatam, “The Beautiful Story 
of the Supreme Lord.” —Någaråja Dåsa
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Books

Ûrî Caitanya-bhågavata of Ûrî V®ndåvana Dåsa Êhåkura (Ådi-kha∫∂a 
and Madhya-kha∫∂a)—With Commentary by Ûrîla Bhaktisiddhånta 
Sarasvatî Êhåkura. This is the main biography of the early pastimes of Ûrî 
Caitanya Mahåprabhu. This edition includes verse transliterations and 
the translated (from Bengali) purports of Ûrîla Bhaktisiddhånta Sarasvatî 
Êhåkura. Five hardbound volumes. Ådi-kha∫∂a and Madhya-kha∫∂a (Antya-
kha∫∂a should be out next year.) Translated by Bhümipati Dåsa. Edited and 
published by Pu∫∂arîka Vidyånidhi Dåsa. Vrajraj Press. $89.95 OSCBS

Lectures from a Disciple 
—By Nirañjana Swami. 
A collection of lectures by 
one of ISKCON’s leaders in 
Russia. Organized by subject. 
Harbound, 473 pages. 
$14.95 OLFD

Vedic Ecology: Practi- 
cal Wisdom for Surviv-
ing the 21st Century—By 
Ranchor Prime. Discover how 
the environmental perspective 
outlined in the Vedas can be 
applied today. Hardbound,  
160 pages. $17.95 OVE1

NEWNEW

60th-Anniversary Sale—Up to 60% Off!

EXCLUSIVE BOOK OFFER!

NEW

Bhagavad-gîtå As It Is (Deluxe)—By His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupåda. The Bhagavad-gîtå is universally renowned as the jewel of 
India’s spiritual wisdom. Spoken by Lord Ûrî K®ß∫a, the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, to His intimate devotee Arjuna, the Gîtå’s seven hundred concise 
verses provide the definitive guide to the science of self-realization. Larger for- 
mat, more color plates, and an expanded index. Hardbound, 1,045 pages, 61⁄2" × 
91⁄2".  $24.95  $14.95 BBGD

Ûrî Brahma-saµhitå—Translation and commentary by His Divine Grace 
Bhaktisiddhånta Sarasvatî Goswami Êhåkura. Just before he created the uni-
verse, Lord Brahmå summed up his revelations about the Supreme Person- 
ality and sang them in a beautiful prayer. Softbound, 157 pages, original San-
skrit text included. $7.95  $3.95 BBSS

Journey of Self-Discovery—Ûrîla Prabhupåda reveals how the Vedic litera- 
ture and the techniques of mantra meditation can satisfy the soul. Hardbound, 
283 pages, 7 color plates, 51⁄2"× 81⁄2". $9.95  $5.95 BJSD

The Science of Self-Realization—By His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupåda. Within the interviews, lectures, essays, and letters of this 
book, Ûrîla Prabhupåda talks about practicing yoga in the modern age. Hard-
bound, 339 pages, 6 color plates. $9.95  $4.95 BSSRH

Teachings of Lord Caitanya—A summary study of Lord Caitanya’s teachings 
found in Ûri Caitanya-caritåm®ta. The extensive references in Teachings makes it 
an invaluable compendium of devotional Indian philosophy. Hardbound, 440 
pages, 28 color plates, 51⁄2"× 81⁄4". $19.95  $6.95 BTLCB

 Teachings of Queen Kuntî—Compiled from classea given by His Divine 
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupåda. Queen Kuntî offers her wisdom 
and observations from her turbulent life. Take lessons from this saintly woman, 
whose words still inspire and console people thousands of years later. Hard- 
bound, 258 pages, 12 color plates, indexed. $13.95  $7.95 BTQK

For the complete list of books on sale, type: 60book in “Search” at Krishna.com/store.
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60th-Anniversary Sale—Up to 60% Off!

video blow-out!

Videos and DVDs

Ûrîla Prabhupåda Video DVD Set—All the film and video footage 
of Ûrîla Prabhupåda ever taken is now available on a set of 23 DVDs! 
Includes nearly five hours of new material plus bonus programs not 
included in the VHS or VCD sets. The new footage includes shows 
from the early days, such as “Hare Krishna—A Georgio Film,” which 
shows Ûrîla Prabhupåda on “hippie hill” in San Francisco in 1967. 
“Vaisnavas” shows Prabhupåda and his followers in New York in 
1966, including Tompkins Square Park. An amazing play features 
Ûrîla Prabhupåda and his disciples, with Lord Caitanya’s pastimes as 
its subject, and was shot in the Brooklyn Botanical Gardens in 1966. 
All the Bhagavad-gîtå and Ûrîmad-Bhågavatam videotaped classes are 
also included. (100% compatible with NTSC, PAL, computers, and 
set-top). More than 40 hours of video! These are real DVDs (not 
DVD-Rs), produced by ITV and one of the largest DVD manufactur-
ing companies in Hollywood. $99.95 VDVD-SP

NEW

Lord Ganesha, & the 
Shyamantaka Jewel—Two films: 
The history of Ga∫eΩa, the deva 
with the elephant head, and a story 
of love and intrigue starring the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
Hindi with English subtitles. B&W, 
140 minutes. $14.95 $9.95 VD13B

Lava & Kusa—Raised in a forest 
hermitage, unaware of their father’s 
identity, twin brothers Lava and 
Kußa confront Lord Råma in battle, 
accusing Him of unjustly banishing 
their mother to the forest. Telugu 
with English subtitles. Color, 150 
minutes. $14.95 $9.95 VD20

Valmiki—Sinner turns to saint in 
this true story of Råmåya∫a author 
Vålmîki. An inspiration for us 
all. Telugu with English subtitles. 
B&W, 101 minutes. $14.95 $9.95 
VD21

King Harishcandra—Severe tests 
face a noble king known through-
out the universe for never swaying 
from his word. Hindi with English 
subtitles. B&W, 137 minutes. 
$14.95 $9.95 VD22

Ramayana & Nandulal—Ramayana: This 
TV drama filmed at the Palace of Gold in West 
Virginia shines with the talent of its Western 
Vaiß∫ava actors. Nandulal: A blind sage en-
counters the Lord in this universally acclaimed 
adaptation of the play. Both films in color, 117 
minutes total. $14.95  $9.95 VD14

Bilvamangala Thakur—The story of the 
devotee of the Lord who falls victim to sinful 
desires. Realizing his foolishness, he goes on 
pilgrimage to V®ndåvana, where he has a ten-
der encounter with K®ß∫a Himself. Hindi with 
English subtitles. Color, 120 minutes. $14.95 
$9.95 VD23

Srimad Bhagavatam Lectures: Prayers of 
Queen Kunti, Part 1—By His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupåda. The 
first of a series of lectures on the Prayers of 
Queen Kuntî. Her strength, wisdom, and com-
passion are inspiring. SB 1.8.20 & 1.8.21 (New 
York) and 1.8.23 (Los Angeles, 1973).  
B &W, 96 minutes. $14.95 $9.95 VSPV04

Srimad Bhagavatam Lectures: Prayers of 
Queen Kunti, Part 2—By His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupåda.  
SB 1.8.25, 1.8.26, 1.8.27 & 1.8.28 (LA, 1973). 
“The Lord can easily be approached by those 
who are materially impoverished.” B &W,  
117 minutes. $14.95 $9.95 VSPV05 

Sale price only while supplies last—VHS format only. Any video no longer in stock can be 
ordered at the regular price of $14.95. Some titles also available as DVD for $14.95.

For the complete list of videos on sale, type: 60videos in “Search” at Krishna.com/store.
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Mantra Yoga—By The Temple 
Bhajan Band (Los Angeles). Soulful, 
mellow, timeless chants from spiritual 
India. $14.95 DMY

To Love Krishna—By Varuni and Nirantara. 
19 songs, including Special Boy, Krishna & His 
Friends, Bakasura, Brahma Steals the Boys & Calves. 
60 minutes. $9.95 DTLK

Music CDs

NEW NEW

Hear before you buy at Krishna.com!

60th-Anniversary Sale—Up to 60% Off!

MUSIC SHOPPING SPREE!
From Hare Krishna with Love—By 
Sankarshan Das, songwriter and singer of 
the historic San Francisco Sound era. A 
sweet combination of traditional bhajanas 
and English devotional songs. $14.95 
$9.95 DFHK

Dasyam—By Laxman. Mellow and 
relaxing traditional devotional songs. All 
vocals and instumentation performed by 
the artist. $14.95 $9.95 DDAS

A Change of Heart—By Michael Cas-
sidy (Maõgalånanda Dåsa). A  
re-release of the now-classic album 
featuring original English lyrics and 
powerful rock instrumentation. $14.95 
$9.95 DCH

Best of Michael Cassidy—By 
Maõgalånanda Dåsa. Sixteen popular 
selections from Maõgalånanda’s previous 
four albums, re-released for your enjoy-
ment. $14.95 $9.95 DBMC 

Tryin’ to Connect with You—By Mi-
chael Cassidy (Maõgalånanda Dåsa). His 
latest rocker, featuring all-new songs with 
original lyrics.  $14.95 $9.95 DMCN

Bhakti: Devotional Chants from 
India—By Ilan Chester (Havi Dåsa).  
A mixture of traditional and modern 
instrumentals support these classic 
Indian devotional songs. $14.95 $9.95 
DBHAKTI

Going Home—By Någaråja Dåsa. Beau-
tiful traditional hymns in Sanskrit and 
Bengali. $14.95 $7.95 DGH

Krishna Bhavanamritam #2— 
By Bhakti Cåru Swami. Traditional 
Indian songs and instruments. $16.95 
$10.95 DKB2

Matchless Gift: Satisfaction Guar-
anteed—By Artiha Dasa and Korozija 
(Croatia). Modern devotional music 
and songs, with a bonus—multi- 
media extras for playing on your home 
computer. $12.95 $6.95 DMG

Songs of the Vaiß∫avas, Volumes III 
& IV—By Various Artists. The second 
of two CDs featuring traditional temple 
worship songs. Vol. III: Ûrîla Bhakti- 
vinoda Êhåkura; Vol. IV: Ûrîla Narot- 
tama dåsa Êhåkura. Double CD set. 
$24.95 $17.95 DSV2

The Way of Love—By Vaiyasaki Das. 
Vaiyåsaki’s latest offering of lovely  
bhajanas complete with a profusion of 
traditional musical instruments. $14.95 
$7.95 DWOL

Temple Bhajan Band: Kirtan Yoga 
—By Sura Dasa and others. Bring the 
sound of the Los Angeles New Dwarka 
temple into your home. $14.95 $9.95 
DTBB

Krishna Bhajans —By Jagjit Singh 
and Chitra Singh. Traditional devo-
tional songs from India. $16.95 $10.95 
DKBJS

Nadia—By Bada Haridas and Friends. 
Young voices sing vibrant bhajanas with 
traditional drums, flutes, sitar, harmoni- 
um, and more. $14.95 $9.95 DNAD

For the complete list of music on sale type: 60music in “Search” at Krishna.com/store.
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Krishna.com Exclusive! 
Vrindavan Institute of Higher 
Education’s well-researched 
seminars. $12.95 each.

The Nectar of Devotion 
Bhakti Ûåstrî Course
—By Bhürijana Dåsa

The 10 Subjects of Ûrîmad-
Bhågavatam—By Bhakti 
Caitanya Swami

Defeating Måyåvåda Philosophy
—By Ravîndra Svarüpa Dåsa

Bhakti Vaibhava Course 
(Bhågavatam, Cantos 1–2)
—By Nåråya∫î Devî Dåsî,  
4 CDs (V®ndåvana, 2002)

(Visit the Krishna.com Store 
and type VIHE in the Search 
box to see the complete list.)

Caitanya Bhagavata  
—Narrated by Damodar 
Das. A 30-hour narration 
of the great classic of Ûrî 
V®ndåvana Dåsa Êhåkura, 
with background music 
and bhajanas in MP3 audio. 
Compiled by the narrator 
from translations by KuΩa- 
kratha Dåsa and Sarva- 
bhåvana Dåsa. 3-CD set, 
$24.95 OCB3

Digital 
Spe-

These CDs can be played on your computer or an MP3-capable CD player.

The Complete Ûrîla Prab-
hupåda Ministry—
This deluxe MP3 set of 
21 CDs contains all the 
lectures, conversations, and 
music of Ûrîla Prabhupå-
da—plus all of Prabhupå-
da’s K®ß∫a book dictation 
tapes. $59.95 ACDAL

Padma Production Col-
lection—By Dravi∂a Dåsa. 
Ûrîmad-Bhågavatam and other 
scriptures  chanted to tam- 
boura accompaniment, with 
English translation.
3 MP3 CDs, $19.95 ODC3

Origins—By Sadåputa Dåsa. 
Lectures based on Origins 
magazine given in San Diego. 
$14.95 OSOR3

Krishna Conscious Plays
—Collected and edited by 
Rådhå Dåmodara Dåsa. This 
CD contains over 400 ready-
to-print-and-use K®ß∫a con- 
scious play scripts. $14.95 
OKCP3
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Krishna.com Store

VedaBase 2003.1—Sophisticated da-
tabase of all of Ûrîla Prabhupåda’s books, 
recorded words, and letters enables easy 
research. (Call for details on new con-
tent.) Upgrade, $79.95 AVBF03
Full, $395.00 AVBF

A Great Gift Idea!

NEW

Jagannåtha Umbrella—Avoid the sun  
and rain in style and light up any street.  
46". $19.95 EJV03
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Vedic Thoughts

Send your favorite quotations to: Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.

Devotional service alone is 
the eternal supreme occupational duty. 

It is applicable to and beneficial 
for everyone. Nondevotional activities, 
such as karma, jñåna, yoga, austerity, 

and vows are known as inferior religious 
principles because they are temporary. 
Sectarianism and narrow-mindedness 

are the two trademarks of these inferior 
religious systems. The Supreme Lord 

is the only object of worship; 
therefore He delivers everyone by 
manifesting His various pastimes. 

This is His unique quality.
Ûrîla Bhaktisiddhånta Sarasvatî Êhåkura

Ûrî Caitanya-bhågavata, Madhya-kha∫∂a 10.78,  
Commentary

Let the transcendental pastimes 
of the blackish personality K®ß∫a and the 
golden cowherd girl Rådhå, who are con-
stantly overwhelmed with ecstatic love for 

each other, who always reside 
in V®ndåvana, whose beauty attracts the 

minds of everyone, and who are the reser-
voir of wonderful loving pastimes, become 

constantly manifested in my heart.
Ûrîla Prabodhånanda Sarasvatî

Ûrî V®ndåvana-mahimåm®ta 17.4

One who actually satisfies the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead during one’s 

lifetime becomes liberated from the gross 
and subtle material conditions. Thus being 
freed from all  material modes of nature, 

he achieves unlimited spiritual bliss.
Svåyambhuva Manu

Ûrîmad-Bhågavatam 4.11.14

If one sincerely searches for 
spiritual salvation, then K®ß∫a, being situ-

ated in everyone’s heart, 
gives him the intelligence to find a suitable 

spiritual master. By the grace of a 
spiritual master . . . , one gets the proper 

instruction and advances 
in his spiritual life.

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupåda

Ûrîmad-Bhågavatam 3.20.4, Purport

And I declare that one who 
studies this sacred conversation of ours 

worships Me by his intelligence.
Lord Ûrî K®ß∫a, Bhagavad-gîtå 18. 70

The Supreme Lord, who is greater 
than the greatest, becomes submissive to 

even a very insignificant devotee 
because of his devotional service. It is 

the beautiful and exalted nature of devo-
tional service that the infinite Lord 

becomes submissive to the infinitesimal liv-
ing entity because of it. In reciprocal devo-

tional activities with the Lord,  
the devotee actually enjoys the transcen-

dental mellow of devotional service.
Lord Ûrî Caitanya Mahåprabhu

Ûrî Caitanya-caritåm®ta, Ådi-lîlå 7.145

As oil stays in sesame seeds, 
as fire stays in wood, as butter stays 

in milk, and as fragrance stays 
in flowers, so I, the Supersoul, stay in 

the hearts of all living creatures.
Lord Viß∫u, Våsudeva Upanißad

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆
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With roman transliteration of the original Bengali text by K®ß∫adåsa 
Kaviråja Gosvåmî, English equivalents, translation, and elaborate pur-
ports by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prab-
hupåda, Founder/Åcårya of the International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness.

I n the late 15th century, the European kings sent their boldest 
explorers in search of new routes to treasure-filled India. Many 
returned home on ships laden with silks and spices. But they 

missed the real treasure of India just then being profusely distribut- 
ed by the great avatar Ûrî K®ß∫a Caitanya. Lord Caitanya pioneered 
a great social and spiritual movement that continues to spread 
its profound influence worldwide. He transformed India in four 
respects: philosophically, by defeating the greatest philosophers  
of His day; socially, by opposing the blindly rigid caste system; 
politically, by organizing India’s first civil disobedience movement 
against a repressive government; and, most important, spiritually, 
by teaching and demonstrating the science of love of God. This 
book presents the life and teachings of the Golden Avatar, the 
incarnation of K®ß∫a in this age, in the form of His own devotee. 

BeneFIts of This NEW Edition: 
Nine Volumes Now in One • Complete Caitanya-caritåm®ta for Under $70

Easy-to-Read Type • Guide to Bengali Script • Complete Glossary • Pronunciation Guide  
Full Index • Index of Bengali and Sanskrit Verses • Index of Verses Quoted

111⁄2" × 81⁄2" × 2", hardbound, 106 full-color paintings and photos, 1,608 pages. $69.95 BCC1V
1-800-800-3284 (International: 386-462-1241) • www.krishna.com/store • store@krishna.com

The Pastimes of Lord Caitanya MahAprabhu

Srı Caitanya-caritamrta

NEW
ONE-VOLUME

EDITION!


