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“Although we are

nected with Krsna,

contact of material
nature. So we have

somehow or other,

very intimately con-

somehow or other we
are now separated by

practically forgotten
that we are part and
parcel of Krsna. Just
as a rich man's son—

he has forgotten his

father, and he’s loiter-

ing in the streets like
a poor man. But
actually, that is not
his position.”—p. 42

WELCOME

mdB 1 THIS ISSUE we visit the
i temple of Ranchor Raya in

western India, where Lord

Krsna is lovingly remem-

¢ bered for once having fled

from battle, apparently out

. of fear. Of course, Lord
Krsna is never afraid of anything; His appar-
ent desertion served several purposes,
especially His desire to attend to a confiden-
tial letter from Rukmini, His first wife.

Unlike Lord Krsna, we're subject to fear,
especially today, in light of the recent terror-
ist attacks in the United States. In “How
Scared Should You Be?” Arcana-siddhi Devi
Dasi writes about how she’s dealing with fear
and how we can take help from the Vedic
literature to feel safe in higher knowledge.

Overcoming fear of bodily harm through
philosophy is one thing. But what about the
fear of failure in spiritual life? With his char-
acteristic insight, Satsvartipa Dasa Goswami
takes on this topic in “Facing Our Reality,
Living With Our Ideals.”

Generally, the ultimate thing we fear is
death. But devotees of Krsna, assured of a
better destination, tend to approach death
with calm. In “Where to Die?” Sarvabhauma
Dasa gives some examples of ISKCON devo-
tees who passed away fearlessly in the loving
company of fellow servants of the Lord.

Hare Krsna.—Nagaraja Dasa, Editor

OUR PURPOSES

¢ To help all people discern reality from
illusion, spirit from matter, the eternal
from the temporary.

e To expose the faults of materialism.

¢ To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques
of spiritual life.

» To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.

* To celebrate the chanting of the holy
names of God as taught by Lord Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

e To help every living being remember
and serve Sti Krsna, the Personality of
Godhead.

Lord Sri Krsna, the
Supreme Personality
of Godhead and
source of all material
and spiritual worlds

Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, Krsna's
most recent incar-
nation, taught Krsna
consciousness through
the chanting of
Hare Krsna

His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of
the International
Society for Krishna
Consciousness



BACK TO GODHEAD

The Magazine of the
Hare Krishna Movement

FOUNDER
(under the direction of His Divine Grace
Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Prabhupada)
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada

EDITOR Nagaraja Dasa = ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Drutakarma Disa, Jagajivana Dasa, Kalakantha Dasa,
Mukunda Goswami, Urmild Devi Dasi, Visikha Devi
Disi = EDITORIAL ADVISOR Hridayinanda Dasa
Goswami * DESIGN/LAYOUT Yamaraja Dasa e
PROOFREADERS Kesithanta Dasa, Krsna-krpa Dasa
e ARCHIVES Ranajit Dasa = SUBSCRIBER SER-
YICES Arci Devi Dasi, Duldla Candra Disa, Lokasak-
sini Devi Dasi » CIRCULATION DIRECTOR Rad-
hika Devi Dasi » ACCOUNTS Punya Kirti Dasa e
WEBSITE Manu Dasa, Prapada Devi Dasi, Radha Devi
Dasi

INDIA: PUBLISHING COORDINATOR Yudhisthira
Disa * PRODUCTION Sac-cid-ananda Disa = AC-
COUNTS Sahadeva Disa * SUBSCRIBER SERVICES
Manjari Devi Dasi, Trivikrama Dasa

EDITORIAL OFFICES Send editorial correspondence
to BTG, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA. Phone:
(386) 462-7794, Fax: (386) 462-7893. Or BTG, 33 Janki
Kutir, Next to State Bank of Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai
400 049, India. Phone: (022) 618-1718. Fax: (022) 618-
4827, E-mail: editors@pamho.net

SUBSCRIPTIONS Back to Godhead is published six
times a year. For aone-yearsubscription (US and Canada)
send 324 to Back to Godhead, P.O. Box 255, Sandy Ridge,
NC 27046, USA. Or call toll-free: 1-800-800-3284.

For subscriptions outside the US and Canada add
§3. Payment in US funds {payable on a US bank) must
accompany your order,

In the UK send £18.99 to BTG UK Ltd., Bhakti-
vedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Lane, Watford,
Herts. WD2 BEZ.

In South Africa send R240) to Back to Godhead, P.O.
Box 56003, Chatsworth 4030), South Africa.

SUBSCRIBER SERVICE To change your address or
clear up any questions about your subscription, write
to BTG Service Center, P.O. Box 255, Sandy Ridge,
NC 27046, LISA. Or call 1-800-800-3284. Or use e-mail
{btg_subs@krishna.com). We can answer your guestions
faster if you send a recent mailing label or invoice. Please
allow eight weeks for changes to show on vour mailing
label.

PREPRESS & PRINTING I[nterprint, Clearwater,
Florida, USA

ﬂg © 2002 The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust Interna-
& tional. All rights reserved. (Trustee for The Bhakti-
vedanta Book Trust: Svavasa Dasa.) Back to Godhead
(1SSN 0005-3643, LISPS 604-170} is published bi-monthly
(six times a year) for $24 per year by Back To Godhead,
18024 NW 112th Blvd., Alachua, FL 32615, Periodicals
postage paid at Alachua, Florida, and additional mailing
offices.

CANADA POST AGREEMENT #: 0571016

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Back to
Godhead, P.O, Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046.

Letters

Loved Every Article

Wow! This issue [November/Decem-
ber] is the topmost! Awesome! I
loved it. I've been a subscriber for
twenty-one years and have loved
other issues, but I can’t remember
one better than this one. I loved
every article!

Over the years BTG has been
consistently good, but I must say your
current work has outstanding
potency. You are doing great work
and are truly honoring Prabhupada.
You BTG devotees must be main-
taining a certain level of purity to
produce such potent work. There is
no doubt. Please know that your
efforts are greatly appreciated by me
and, I'm sure, many, many others.

Gutai
Via the Internet

Association Through BTG

I always look forward to seeing what
is written in every issue of BTG and
really like that BTG is presented very
professionally and that the articles
are very informative. I also feel it is
so good to have association of the
devotees elsewhere in the world via
the BTG.

Ms. Ramola Chauhan

South Africa

Worth Reading Every Day

Your article “For the Gentle and the
Ruffians” [Indradyumna Swami,
September/October 2001 was such a
shocking and interesting one. Even in
a situation where devotees’ lives were
in danger, they still went ahead with
the festival. And Lord Krsna, residing
in the heart of everyone, changed the
hearts of those ruffians, and they also
chanted the holy name of God.

I think that for those who doubt
the potency of chanting the holy
name—the Hare Krsna maha-mantra
—and of taking prasadam, this article
is worth reading every day. And for
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those devotees who were wounded in
that incident, I wish you all speedy
recovery. And don’t be discouraged.
Always remember that this is Kali-yuga;
the demons are always terrorizing the
devotees, and we must take seriously
the mission to spread the chanting of
the maha-mantra everywhere. As the
madness of Kali-yuga manifests itself in
more obvious ways, it is easy to see that
there is no other hope.

Bhakta Kalu

Abidjan, Ivory Coast

Online Amazement

I am a regular reader of BTG. I read
the article “Let Krsna Bless America,”
by His Holiness Lokanath Swami,
online [www.krishna.com|. The article
was amazing, especially Lokanath
Swami’s remembrance of Prabhupada’s
struggles in connection with the Mum-
bai temple. I wish to read more like
this—the realization of various senior
devotees. Please include more articles
like this in your future issues.

Vikas Mantoo

Via the Internet

True and Personal Articles

I had always enjoyed reading the arti-
cles of His Holiness Satsvartipa Dasa
Goswami. His recent article “The
Authenticity of Spiritual Places” [Sep-
tember/October 2001] was very instruc-
tive for practicing devotees of ISKCON.
He mentions, “The real service to a holy
place is to meditate upon the event that
took place there, and it is just as potent
to compose ourselves in our own place,
meditate on the significance of the
particular place, and to then allow the
mood of that place to imbue our service
with new life.” In this way Maharaja has
given every devotee a vision of the
purpose of visiting a holy place.

In fact, Satsvaripa Maharaja’s arti-
cles always give lots of inner reflection
about individual devotional practices,
making the articles very true and per-
sonal. I especially enjoyed reading



“Holding Fast in Times of Stress™
(May/June 2000) and “No Fear”
(November/December 2000). My
conviction in Krsna Consciousness
grows stronger whenever I read his
articles.

Jaganmohin1 Dasi

(disciple of H. H. Bhaktisvartpa

Damodara Swami)

Juhu, Mumbai, India

Solving Arjuna’s Dilemma

[ am a student in Nottingham Univer-
sity and have to write an essay on the
Mahabharata. My essay title is “How
Did Arjuna Resolve His Moral
Dilemma?” I have researched this
paper thoroughly through reading
extracts of the Gita and other source-
books. I am, however, puzzled as to
what Krsna's involvement was in the
war. More importantly, what did he
say to Arjuna? I have read through,
and the language is quite confusing.
I was hoping that you could shed
some light on what Krsna said that
helped Arjuna resolve his moral
dilemma.

I also wanted to know if any aspect
of free will is involved in this essay. If
fate and destiny control our paths and

1 W e i,

New Vraja Dhama Farm, Hungary

the cycle of karma, did Arjuna really

have a decision to make, or was it al-

ready made for him by the universe?
Aradhana Ghai
Via the Internet

OUR REPLY: The concise answer to
your question is that Arjuna solved his
moral dilemma by doing as Krsna
desired. Krsna says many times in the
Gita that He is God, and Arjuna ac-
cepts Krsna's statements as true. The
last word in morality is to obey the
order of God. After all, God 1s ulti-
mately the judge of what is right or
wrong.

As for karma and free will, Krsna
makes it clear that although He has
decided that the soldiers on both sides
will die, Arjuna is free to choose
whether or not to “become My instru-
ment” in the fight. Neither Krsna nor
Arjuna’s karma is forcing Arjuna. Krsna
says, yathecchasi tatha kuru: *Do as you
wish.” Of course, there are different
reactions to different courses of action,
but Arjuna does have a choice.

Please write to us at: BTG, P.O. Box 430,
Alachua, FI. 32616, USA. Or: BTG, 33
Janki Kutir, Next to State Bank of
Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049,
India. E-mail: editors@pambho.net.

Coming Up

Krsna Consciousness
In Hungary

A King's Spiritual Longing

Caitanya’s Eight Teachings
(The start of a five-part series.)

Karna: Tragic Figure
Of the Mahabharata

A Glorious Death

For a Devotee’s Mother

What s the
Hare Krsna (Tlovement?

Founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) carries on in the mod-
ern world a great ancient tradition
rooted in the Bhagavad-gita, the
teachings Lord Krsna spoke five
millenniums ago. The Gira and the
other Vedic scriptures declare Krsna
to be the original person, God Him-
self, who appears periodically in this
world to liberate all living beings.

Only five hundred years ago,
Krsna descended as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach the most sub-
lime and effective means of medita-
tion for the present day: the chant-
ing of the names of God, especially
as found in the Hare Krsna mantra.

Today members of ISKCON
continue Lord Caitanya’s move-
ment by distributing the teachings
of Lord Krsna and the Hare Krsna
mantra all over the world.

Pronunciation

We spell Sanskrit words and names
by a phonetic system that lets you
know how to say each word. Pro-
nounce short a like the win but, long
a like the a in far (and held twice as
long as the short a). Pronounce e
like the ain evade,longilike the iin
pique. Pronounce the vowel r like
theriinrim,and clike the chin chair.
Pronounce consonants like ch, jh,
and dh as in staunch-heart, hedge-
hog, and red-hot. Pronounce § and s
like sh. So for Krsna say KRISHNA,
for Caitanya say CHAITANYA.

Spiritual lames

ISKCON members receive names
of Lord Krsna or His great devo-
tees, combined with Dasa, for men,
or Dasi, for women, both of which
mean “servant.” For instance, the
name Krsna Dasa means “servant
of Krsna.”
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Detail from a painting by Gandharvika Devi Dési




THE MOST
‘CONFIDENTIAL
KNOWLEDGE

Only to His devotees does Lord Krsna reveal
the deepest knowledge of the soul and God.

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

Sri-bhagavan uvaca
idam tu te guhyatamar
pravaksyamy anasiiyave
JRanam vijiiana-sahitam
yaj jratva moksyase ‘subhat

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead said: My dear
Arjuna, because you are never envious of Me, I shall
impart to you this most confidential knowledge and
realization, knowing which you shall be relieved of the
miseries of material existence.”—Bhagavad-gita 9.1
»
RI-BHAGAVAN UVACA. This word, bhagavan,
I have explained many times. Bhagavan means
the supreme authority. Krsna’s authoritative
power has been analyzed by Srila Ripa Gosvami: Cent
percent power or cent percent qualification is in Krsna.
Krsnas tu bhagavan svayam: “Krsna is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.”
Even though other persons in the Vedic literature

may sometimes be addressed as Bhagavan, that does
not mean that they are equal to the Supreme Person.
Sometimes Narada Muni is addressed as Bhagavan.
Lord Siva is also addressed as Bhagavan. Not only
visnu-tattva [God and His full expansions], but others
are also sometimes addressed as Bhagavan. But in
order to particularly point out Krsna, it has been said
in the §rfr;1(r(!-Bh(?gaw.:rc.'m [1.3.28], krsnas tu bhaga-
van svayam: “Krsna is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead.”

Bhagavan is Krsna because Krsna has cent percent
qualities of Bhagavan. That is analyzed in Caitanya-
caritamrta. Krsna is cent percent Bhagavan. Others
are also Bhagavan, visnu-tattva. Narayana is also
Bhagavan. But Srila Rapa Gosvami has analyzed that
Narayana is ninety-four percent, not cent percent.

Bhagavan is sad-aisvarya pirnah, full in six
opulences: beauty, wealth, strength, fame, knowledge,
and renunciation. That Bhagavan is Krsna. Expansions
of Krsna are also sad-aisvarya piirnah, but the full

Left: Lord Krsna shows special affection for His pure devotees, enlightening them
with the deepest spiritual knowledge. His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
having realized Lord Krsna's teachings, spread them around the world.
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When we speak of Krsna, we mean
all His expansions and incarnations.

opulence is not displayed. Even Lord |

Ramacandra did not display the full
opulence of Krsna, even though our
authority Madhvacarya has accepted
Him as Bhagavan.

Ramadi-murtisu kala-niyamena
tisthan. Lord Krsna, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, is existing as the
Supreme Person along with Rama,
Nrsimha, Varaha—many thousands of
avatars. They are also Krsna. Kesava
dhrta-rama-sarira jaya jagadisa hare.
Kesava dhrta-mina-sarira jaya jagadisa
hare. Krsna exists with all the incarna-
tions, not that He exists only as Krsna.
So when we speak of Krsna, we mean
all His expansions and incarnations.

Therefore it is said, ramadi-murtisu
kala. They are kala. Kala means par-
tial expansion, not full expansion. Full
expansions are called piirna. They are
also Bhagavan. But kysnas tu bhagavan
svayam means that bhagavatva—the
authority of Bhagavan—is fully ex-
pressed in Krsna, not in others. There-
fore in the Srimad-Bhagavatam, after
the list of different incarnations, it is
said, ete camsa-kalah pumsah krsnas tu
bhagavan svayam: All the incarnations
mentioned are partial expansions and
expansions of the expansions, or expan-
sions of Krsna’s power, Saktyavesa-
avatara. Lord Buddha is a Sakryavesa-
avatara. There are many saktyavesa-
avataras.

In this way Krsna always exists
along with His expansions and incar-
nations. But the real, original Person-
ality of Godhead is Krsna. Krsnas tu
bhagavan svayam. Bhagavad-gita is
being spoken by Krsna. But in order
to distinguish Him, Vyasadeva writes
sri-bhagavan uvaca. He does not write
sri-krsna uvdca, because he wants to
distinguish: kpsnas tu bhagavan.

KNOWLEDGE FROM
THE SUPREME

We are pledged to receive knowl-
edge from the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. That is our mission in Krsna

consciousness. Here is knowledge

| given by Krsna. Idar tu te guhyatamari

pravaksyamy anasiiyave: “Now [ am

giving you this knowledge, very confi- |

dential knowledge.”

Krsna says that this knowledge is
guhyatamam. Guhya means “confi-
dential,” guhyatara means “more con-
fidential,” and guhyatamam means
“most confidential.” Positive, com-
parative, and superlative. Guhya is
positive, guhyatara is comparative,
and guhyatamam is superlative.

Brahma-jiiana, or knowledge of
Brahman, spirit, is guhya, confidential,
because if you achieve brahma-jidana
you become the most important per-
son within the material world. That
stage is called brahma-bhiitah. And
brahma-bhiitah is the stage of the
brahmana, or above that. To become

brahma-bhiitah, brahma-jiiant, is guh- |

va, confidential knowledge.

The next stage is Paramatma real-
ization. Brahmeti paramatmeti. Isvarah
sarva-bhiitanam hrd-dese ‘rjuna tis-
thati [Bg. 18.61]. There are two differ-
ent souls. One is Paramatma, and He
is present everywhere. The Mayavadis,
impersonalists, say there is no differ-
ence between atma, the individual soul,
and Paramatma, the Supersoul, but
that is not a fact. Atma is present within
one body. [ am atma; you are aima.
Dehino smin yatha dehe [Bg. 2.13].
Asmin dehe means “in this body.” I
am atma, you are atmd, but I am not
Paramatma. Paramatma is different.
Paramatma is Krsna, or the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, situated in
everyone’s heart. That understanding
is guhyataram, more confidential.

First of all, to understand brahma-
jiana, or self-realization, is confiden-

tial. That is not ordinary knowledge. It |

is above ordinary knowledge. There-
fore it is called guhya. Guhya means
confidential. Nobody understands even
atma-tattva.

srotavyadini rajendra
nrnam santi sahasrasah
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apasyatam atma-tattvam
grhesu grha-medhinam
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.1.2]

Grhesu grha-medhinam. Those who
are living within family life cannot un-
derstand atma-tattva, self-realization.
Sukadeva Gosvami is advising Pariksit
Maharaja that people are too busy with
ordinary things to inquire about afma-
tattva. An ordinary, worldly man pur-
chases huge volumes of newspaper,
and he isinterested in the contents. But
he is not interested in understanding
Bhagavad-gita, where datma-tativa is
described. People are not interested.

Sukadeva Gosvami told Pariksit
Maharéja that for the ordinary man
there are thousands and thousands of
news items. We can see so many maga-
zines—technical, musical, cinema
magazines—and ordinary news in so
many editions of every newspaper in
every city. So this is a fact. Srotavya-
dini rajendra nrnam santi sahasrasah.

| Sahasrasah means thousands and

thousands and thousands. Why are
people busy with so many newspapers,
and why they are not interested in
hearing Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-
Bhiagavatam? Because apasyatam
atma-tattvam: They do not know that
the real purpose of life is to understand
atma-tattva. Why do they forget?
Grhesu grha-medhinam. They have
made a vow to maintain the family and
to have some enjoyment from family
life.

Family life means society, friendship,
and love. There is a song by the poet
Vidyapati: Tatala saikate vari-bindu-
sama, suta-mita-ramani-samdje. The
exact English equivalent is “society,
friendship and love.” Everyone is busy
with society, family, friends, country,
nation, community. And what is the
composition of these? Suta means chil-
dren; mita means friends; and ramani
means woman. If a man has a beauti-
ful woman, he thinks it is very nice.

So people are busy. The other day
we spoke with a guest in Hyderabad.



He is very busy with this suta-mita-
ramani-samadje. Everyone is.

Somebody may ask, “Unless there |

is happiness, why should people be in-
terested in these?” There is happiness
certainly. But the great poet Vidyapati
has compared it to a drop of water in
the desert. The desert requires huge
quantities of water. Nowadays, practi-
cally in every country, especially in In-
dia, every land is just like a desert for
want of water. You see in Vrndavana

that so much land is lying vacant. No |

agriculture. Why? There is want of wa-
ter. There is no sufficient supply of
water. So in this way, if there is scarcity
of water, then gradually these places
will be converted into deserts.

So Vidyapati uses the word desert
because a desert requires a huge quan-
tity of water. Similarly, in this material
world we are trying to be happy in so-
ciety, friendship, and love. Suta-mita-
ramani-samaje. But the happiness we
are getting is compared to a drop of
waterin the desert. If in the vast desert
we say that we want water and some-
body brings a drop of water and sug-
gests we take if, it will be very insig-
nificant. The offer has no meaning.
Similarly, our heart desires real plea-
sure, transcendental bliss. So if we are
put into this desert—suta-mita-ramani-
samaje—where is the benefit?

This song is confirmed in Srimad-
Bhagavatam, where it is said apasyatam
atma-tattvam: People do not know the
aim of life. They are satisfied with this
drop of water in the desert. It will never
mitigate the dryness. The desert is a
vast tract of dry land, and if somebody
says, “All right, take one drop of wa-
ter,” what is the meaning? It has no
meaning.

Similarly, we are spirit souls. We are
hankering after Krsna. That is our in-
ner desire. What happiness shall we get
with this society, friendship, or love?
Thatis not possible. There is some hap-
piness—temporary happiness, very
small quantity, so-called happiness—
but it will never satisfy you. Because
we are eternal, we are trying to get eter-
nal happiness.

FOR THE NON-ENVIOUS

Krsna is speaking here. Idari tu te
guhyatamam pravaksyamy anasityave.

Astiya means envious. Everyone is en-
vious of Krsna. That is demoniac. Take
Kamsa, for example. In this tract of
land, Mathura, there was Karmsa. He
was so envious that he ordered his ser-
vant, “As soon as Krsna is born, please
bring the child. I shall kill Him.” That
is asitya.

At the present moment, practically
the whole world wants to be godless.
Everyone is trying to prove that there
is no God, there is no Krsna. This sen-
timent we find everywhere, especially
in the Communist countries. If you be-
come a demon, a Communist, or in fa-
vor of them, then you are also infected
with asitya, envy of Krsna. Then you
cannot understand Krsna.

Krsnais very strict. But devotees are
very lenient. Krsna doesn’t want to

| speak with demons. But the devotees

are so kind, they go to the demons and
pray, “Kindly hear. Kindly hear about
Krsna.”

Therefore a devotee is more mer-
ciful than Krsna. Krsna doesn’t speak
to the demons. Bhagavad-gita was
spoken to Arjuna because he is a devo-
tee: bhakto si me sakha ceti. Krsna
was very strict. About Bhagavad-gita
Krsna said, ya idam paramam guhyam
mad-bhaktesu abhidhasyati:*One who
speaks this confidential knowledge
amongst the bhaktas . .." He recom-
mends the bhaktas, devotees. But the
devotees go to the abhakta, nondevot-
ees, transgressing the order of Krsna
because they are so merciful: “All right,
Krsna has rejected them. Let me try.
Let me try.” This is the position of the
bhalktas. They are not only nonenvious
of God, but they are also nonenvious
of everyone.

Therefore devotees are called karu-
nikah, most merciful. Devotees are al-
ways tortured by the demons. The de-
mons are prepared to torture even
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, and great devotees also.
Devotees tolerate all these tortures.
Therefore the devotees are described
as titiksavah, tolerant. Caitanya Maha-
prabhu teaches, trnad api sunicena
taror api sahisnuna: a devotee should

be more tolerant than a tree. A devo-

tee should learn this verse by Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Karunikah.
Devotees take the risk of preaching
amongst the demons, the nondevotees,
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Krsna reveals Himself to one
who is not envious. And that is the devotee.

because they are karunikah, very mer-
ciful—more merciful than Krsna.
Krsna says, “Do not speak this

Bhagavad-gita to the nondevotees, be- |

cause they will not accept it.” Krsna
says, sarva-dharman parityajya mam
ekarm saranam vraja [Bg. 18.66]:“Aban-
don all varieties of religion and just
surrender unto Me.” Who will accept
this unless he is a devotee? The Maya-
vadi, the karmi [fruitive worker|, the
jaani [mental speculator], and the yogi
cannot accept. They are envious: “I am
Krsna. I am God. Why shall I surren-
der to Krsna? Why shall [ accept Krsna
as God?”

This is the position of the bhukti-
mubkti-siddhi-kami, those desiring ma-
terial enjoyment, impersonal libera-
tion, or mystic powers. You will find so
many yogis who can play jugglery,
magic, but who are not devotees. They
will not surrender to Krsna. Such per-
sons cannot understand Krsna. They
cannot understand the science of
Krsna. They cannot understand be-
cause Krsna does not disclose Himself
to the nondevotees. So by their own
attempt, however big a yogi or a jiani
or a karmi they may be, they cannot
understand Krsna. Krsna reveals Him-
self to the anasiiyave, to one who is not
envious. And that is the devotee. Ana-
siiyave means the devotee, who is not
envious of Krsna. Others—karmi,
jAani, and yogi—are envious.

The karmis will say,“Work hard and
get the result and enjoy. Why are you
going to the temple to pray?” This is
the philosophy of the Communists.
“Why should you go to the church?
Why should you go to the temple? For-
get all these things. Work hard, earn
money, and enjoy life.” But that is de-
monic. Because they envy God, they
are demons.

DEVOTEE OF THE DEVOTEE

The science of God, or the science
of Krsna, krsna-tattva, is never dis-

closed or revealed amongst the non-
devotee demons. It can be revealed to,
and be understood by, a person like
Arjuna.Therefore it is said anasityave:
We should never be envious of Krsna
and His devotees. You cannot think, “I
am envious of the devotees, but I am
not envious of Krsna.” No, no. Krsna
does not accept that kind of business.
First of all you should be nonenvious
of the devotees. Mad-bhaktah piijya-
bhyadhikah. “If you are envious of My
devotee and try to become a devotee,
that is not possible.”

It is stated that one who is directly
a devotee of Krsna is not a devotee, but
one who is a devotee through His devo-
tee—he is a devotee. You should learn
this philosophy. You cannot say, “But
why shall I go through a guru or
through a Vaisnava to Krsna? I can go
directly. I am so qualified.” No, you are
not qualified. If you jump over like that,
that is not acceptable. In Bengal it is
said that one cannot jump over the
horse to eat the grass in front of the
horse. So one should be a devotee first
of all. Tad-vijaanarthari sa gurum eva
abhigacchet. We must approach a bona
fide guru to understand the science of
Krsna. If you want to learn about
Krsna, then you should be very humble
and submissive to Krsna and His devo-
tee—anasiiyave.

REAL SCIENTIFIC
KNOWLEDGE

Jnanam vijiana-sahitam. Jiana—
this knowledge, most confidential
knowledge—is not sentiment. Vijiana-
sahitam. It is science. In scientific
knowledge you must know theoreti-
cally and practically. Not that you
simply know that so much oxygen, so
much hydrogen produces water by
mixing. That is theoretical. You have
to make water by mixing these two
chemicals. That is practical. In the
B.Sc. examination in the university,
one is tested for both theoretical and
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practical knowledge.

The theoretical science in the Gita
is sarva-dharman parityajya mam
ekam Saranam vraja. Krsna says,
“Abandon all varieties of religion and
just surrender unto Me.” But when
you really surrender, that is practical
science. That is practical. If you de-
cide to surrender—that is called sara-
nagati—then you have to learn the sci-
ence of how to become surrendered.
That is vijiana. Jiiana means theoreti-
cal knowledge, and vijidna means
practical knowledge.

So we have to do it practically. Not
that I think, “I have read Bhagavad-
gita and S'."Emnd—Bf'.'ﬁgm.’c.'ram, so [ have
become a devotee.” No. You should
practically demonstrate in your life that
you are actually a devotee. That is
called vijiiana-sahitam.

And if you learn this science, the
result is you become liberated from
asubha, the inauspicious condition of
life. Yaj jaatva moksyase asubhat. What
is that inauspicious condition of life?
This materialistic life. People are think-
ing, “We shall make it subha.” Subha
means “auspicious.” People think they
can make material life auspicious by
material adjustment, by having a nice
car, a nice road, skyscraper buildings,
and so many machines and bodily com-
forts. These are known as material ad-
vancement. But the sastra [scripture]
says that it is all inauspicious.

If you want to become free from this
inauspicious kind of life, then you
should learn the science Krsna is teach-
ing, not materialistic so-called science.
You should learn the real science, sa-
vijiana. That is how to surrender to
Krsna, how to become nonenvious of
Krsna.

This is a great science. We have to
learn it. And this science of Krsna
consciousness is spoken in this Ninth
Chapter. If you become expert in this
science, then you become free from
inauspicious science, material science.

Thank you very much. 3



Glossary

Acarya—a spiritual master who teaches by example.

Balarama—[ ord Krsna's first expansion, who acts in the
role of Lord Krsna’s elder brother.

Battle of Kurukshetra—an epic battle for rule of the
world, fought five thousand years ago.

Bhagavad-gita—the sacred book in which Lord Krsna
gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and
disciple Arjuna.

Bhakti—devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura—the spiritual mas-
ter of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

Bhakti-yoga—linking with the Supreme Lord through
devotional service.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu—the incarnation of Lord Krsna
who appeared five hundred years ago to teach the
chanting of the names of God as the religion for the
present age.

Dharma—(1) ordained duties or religious principles;

(2) one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.e., devotional
service to the Lord).

Godhead—the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality,
progressively realized first as the impersonal all-
pervasive oneness, more fully as the Supersoul within
the heart of every living being, and ultimately as the
all-opulent Supreme Person.

Gurukula—a school where children learn the philosophy
and practices of Krsna consciousness along with regu-
lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the
guru™).

Hare Krsna—the great mantra Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

ISKCON—the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness.

Japa—individual chanting of names of God, usually
while counting on beads.

Kali-yuga—in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-
mic ages, the present and worst age, the Age of
Quarrel, of which 5,000 of 432,000 years have passed.

Karma—material action; its inevitable reaction; or the
law by which such action and reaction are governed.

Kirtana—congregational singing of names of God,
usually accompanied by eymbals (karatalas) and
drums (mrdargas).

Krsna—the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His
original transcendental form (see “Godhead™).

Mahabharata—the epic history of ancient India, a
history in which the Bhagavad-gita appears as the
most important and well-known text.

Maya—illusion; the energy of the Supreme Lord that
deludes living entities into forgetting their spiritual
nature and forgetting God.

Mayavadi—one who regards the Absolute Truth as
ultimately impersonal.

Modes of nature—the three qualities (goodness, passion,
and ignorance) that hold sway over all action in the
material world.

Nityananda—the incarnation of Lord Balarama who
appeared with Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Prasadam—vegetarian food that has been prepared for
the Lord and offered to Him with devotion (literally
“mercy’).

Puranas—Vedic histories.

Radharani—Lord Krsna’s consort and pleasure potency.

Rathayatra— chariot festival™: a festival in which the
form of Krsna is borne in procession on a large
canopy-topped chariot or float, especially the festival
originating in Puri, India, for Jagannatha (Lord Krsna,
“the Lord of the universe™).

Sannyasa—the renounced life of a man who relinquishes
home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.

Sri—an honorific meaning “opulent™ (similarly: Srila,
Srimad, Sriman, Srimati).

Srila Prabhupada—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder-acarya of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Srimad-Bhagavatam—the most important of the cight-
een Puranas, which tells of the nature and pastimes
of Lord Krsna and His devotees.

Supersoul—the form of the Lord who resides in every
heart along with the individual soul.

Upanisads—the 108 essential philosophical treatises that
appear within the Vedas.

Varnasrama—the Vedic social system. It organizes so-
ciety into four occupational and four spiritual divi-
sions (varnas and asramas). The members of the four
varpas are the brahmanas (intellectuals and priests),
the ksatriyas (administrators and soldiers), the vaisyas
(farmers and businessmen), and the Sidras (laborers
and artisans). The members of the four asramas are
the brahmacaris (celibate students), grhasthas (mar-
ried people), vanaprasthas (retired people), and
sannyasis (renunciants).

Vimdavana—the transcendental abode of Lord Krsna,
mirrored on earth as the town in India where Krsna
appeared five thousand years ago.

Vaisnava—a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the
word Visnu).

Vedas—the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord
Himself at the beginning of creation.

Vedic—pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and
related seriptures guide all aspects of human life.

Visnu—any form of the Personality of Godhead (see
“Godhead”); the forms the Lord manifests to create
and sustain the material world.



How Scared Should

By choosing service to Krsna over service to material PULL OUT THE stack of mail from
5 : our mailbox and bring it into the
illusion, we can progress toward fearlessness. Hote: v =iliblop dowhionto
the kitchen table. I begin the ritual of
by _Arc-alla-SiddI]_i Devi Dasi sorting out the few important items
from the plethora of junk mail and
catalogs. The cover of Newsweek ¢
tures my attention with the |
“How Scared Should You Be?” Below
the headline is a picture of a man
wearing a gas mask.
I sit down holding the magazine,
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You Be!?

debating whether I should subject my-
self to the contents. Hadn’t I already
had one sleepless night after listening to
a radio program that was about the very
real danger of biological and chemical
warfare? To increase public paranoia, it
related how a suspected terrorist had
asked farmers in Florida how to operate
crop dusters.

I think about the advice I've been
giving to parents of children suffering
increased anxiety since the September
11 attacks. Foremost I recommend,
“Keep them away from the media.”
Srila Prabhupada once said of a news
magazine that it made maya (illusion)
seem real. I contemplate those words

now as I hold a copy of News-
week. The crumbling of he 110-
story World Trade Center
towers, the mass carnage, and
the suffering of thousands peo-
ple seemed real enough. Yet
while I listened to others
describe the events, what I heard most
often were the words “surreal” and
“dreamlike.”

Maya means “that which is not,” an
illusion. I always liked the sound of the
word illusion—the richness of the syl-
lables as they rush into one another
like ocean waves. And I have a fond as-
sociation with the word. My great-
uncle was a magician, a master of illu-

| sion. Once, when I was a young girl of

perhaps seven, he asked me to be his
assistant in his magic show. I excit-
edly accepted the offer. While on

. stage I would hand him things
when he asked. When I handed him

several small balls, he put them into

his hand and passed a handkerchief
over them, and they disappeared. He
took his hat off, and there they were.
Then he asked me to hand him a saw,
and he cut through a wooden box with
a woman inside. I held my breath and
closed my eyes, fearing the worst. But
she came out whole.

After the show I begged my uncle
to tell me how he did it.

“A magician never reveals his se-
crets,” he replied, giving me a big hug,

Despite my begging and pleading,
he kept silent, and I finally relented.

I never figured out that illusion, but

I did come to le_.arn from the Vedic
| scriptures and Srila Prabhupada that

our lives in this word are also a
kind of illusion—nothing more
than a long dream of some
number of years. So death is an
illusion too, because death is
only for the body; the real self,
the soul, never dies. He can’t be

once delivered by the demigod Yamaraja,

- appearing as‘a.child, to the grieving

bt * family of a dead king.



In making sense of the recent terrorist attacks,
we can remember that not a blade of grass moves
without the sanction of the Lord.

burned, crushed by debris, stabbed by
a terrorist, or blown up by a bomb.
He can’t be poisoned by chemicals
or infected by anthrax. Our illusion is
to think we are indeed this temporary,
destructible body. This original illusion
perpetuates all other illusions and
misconceptions in this world.

Because we are all so entrenched
in thinking we are the body, and that
our relatives and friends are their bod-
ies as well, we derive happiness in the
company of those we love and feel
deep sorrow in their absence. And
while we may even intellectually ac-
cept the premise that we are souls sep-
arate from my body, that acceptance
doesn’t lessen the pain and sadness
we feel when the bodies of others are
destroyed.

So would I be compassionate if 1
told the families of terrorist victims that
it’s all an illusion,just a bad dream? The
crushed and burned bodies of the vic-
tims in the twin towers didn’t reappear
unscathed like the woman from the
magician’s box.They’re still buried un-
der tons of debris. And their loved ones,

anguish and despair.

LESSONS ON DEATH FROM
THE LORD OF DEATH

To help myself find the right mix of
compassion and philosophy, I turn to
a historical narrative in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam. Once Yamaraja, the Lord
of death, appeared as a small boy to
instruct relatives crying inconsolably
over the dead body of their king. Yama-
raja appeared as a child because chil-
dren can be candid without having
to observe social etiquette. They can
speak the truth without offending oth-
ers. [ have many recollections of my
son, when he was a preschooler, tell-
ing my relatives, “You shouldn’t eat
dead animals.” Had I told them that,

® @ o

they would have felt offended. But
the innocent and unpretentious na-
ture of my child allowed them to hear
the instruction from him. Similarly,
appearing as a child, Yamaraja could
deliver transcendental knowledge to
the widowed queens.

Knowing what to say to someone
who recently lost a loved one is diffi-
cult. Part of the problem is that most
people have little real knowledge
about what death is and what hap-
pens at death and beyond. All we can
usually say is how sorry we feel that
the person has died. Beyond that,
most of us feel awkward and become
silent. We depend on greeting cards
to say something comforting. Because
we feel so inept at knowing what to
say, we may even avoid seeing a griev-
ing person until they have “gotten over
it.” Yamaraja, however, has perfect
knowledge, and his words could pierce
through the misconceptions of the
grieving party.

First Yamaraja establishes that
Krsna, the Supreme Lord of the cre-

| ation, is in control of everything that
bearing the burden of loss, suffer with |

happens. Nothing happens acciden-
tally or haphazardly. He is completely
competent to destroy and protect. In

| making sense of the recent terrorist

attacks, we can remember that not a
blade of grass moves without the sanc-
tion of the Lord. If the Lord wants to
protect you, no one can kill you, and
if the Lord wants to kill you, no one
can protect you.

It is easy to see the Lord’s hand
when you or a loved one are saved
from death. A woman who worked

on the top floor of the World Trade |

Center was fired from her job the day
before the attacks. Another was spared
because her babysitter was late. But
what about those who perished? It’s
not that the Lord wanted to kill them
like some vindictive God; rather, for

various reasons (which God knows), |
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the time was up for those who died.
This is a difficult point to understand.
But Yamaraja instructs the queens
about karma, and from his instructions
we can understand that people per-
ished at the World Trade Center be-
cause they were destined to.

Next Yamardja tells the queens
about the nature of the soul. The soul,
not the body, is who we are. The queens
have never seen the real person who
resided within the body of the king.
They only knew the body, the covering
for the soul. And since the body is still
lying in visible form before them, why
should they lament?

Krsna uses similar logic in the
Bhagavad-gita when speaking to grief-
stricken Arjuna. Arjuna is about to
fight in a war to retaliate against injus-
tices perpetrated against himself and
his family. Although cousins, the Ku-
rus have tried to kill Arjuna’s family,
the Pandavas, out of envy and greed
through many heinous acts similar to
those of the modern-day terrorist. Ar-
juna, however, becomes overwhelmed
by bodily attachment to friends and
relatives on the opposing side, and in
his weak moment tells Krsna he can’t
fight the battle. Krsna then asks Arjuna
a rhetorical question: If Arjuna thinks
his relatives are their bodies, made of
material elements, why feel bad if they
are killed? They’re nothing more than
chemicals that come together for some
time to produce life symptoms and are
then destroyed. And if Arjuna thinks
his relatives are the soul within the
body, he still has no reason to grieve,
since the soulis eternal and never dies.
Such logic helps Arjuna give up his
depression and perform his duty as a
Warrior.

Yamaraja then tells the grieving
queens about the Supersoul, an expan-
sion of the Lord who accompanies us
to the material world. He is the Lord

(please turn to page 62)



SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

“Our Mission—Teach
Everyone How to Love God”

This exchange between His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada and a television interviewer took
place in Gainesville, Florida, on July 29, 1971.

Interviewer: Your Grace, this is being recorded on video-
tape, so it will be broadcast later.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes.
Interviewer: Not right now, but later on. I, of course, know
very little about this subject.
Srila Prabhupada: [ Laughing.|
Interviewer: Yes. So if I ask
questions which, you know,
sound sort of ignorant . . .
Srila Prabhupada: [Laughs.]
Yes. I shall . . .
Interviewer: I ask your indul-
gence. Thank you.
Srila Prabhupada: Hare Krsna.
[Laughing.]
Interviewer: You are the ex-
pert, and I know very, very
little about this.
Srila Prabhupada: The expert
is Krsna. He is the expert.
[Chuckles.|
Interviewer: The expert is
Krsna. Yes. That much [ under-
stand. Yes. In fact, Krsna is ev-
erything.
Srila Prabhupada: [Chanting
the Hare Krsna maha-mantra
softly on his beads.] One who fully accepts that Krsna is the
expert—he is authorized.
Interviewer: So you are authorized.
Srila Prabhupada: I or anyone that follows Krsna’s instruc-
tions. My book Bhagavad-gita As It Is is authority.
Interviewer: Yes, I know.
Srila Prabhupada: MacMillan publishes every year fifty
thousand copies. You can inquire from your side about any
reading matter from this original Bhagavad-gita. That will
be nice. Then I can explain.
Interviewer: All right. [To a member of his television pro-
duction team:] You're going to cue me, right?

| Beginning his presentation:] Lord Krsna is the Abso-
lute Truth, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, as con-
firmed by all the Vedic scriptures and by the great sages in
disciplic succession. He has a body made of eternity, bliss,

and all knowledge. God has infinite forms and expansions,
but of all His forms, His original form, His transcendental
form, is as a cowherd boy, a form which He reveals only to
His most confidential devotees. So go the teachings of Krsna,
as laid down in the Vedic literature. And of the sages in the
disciplic succession, which I mentioned, one is our guest for
this conversation today. He is His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, founder of the Inter-

national Society for Krishna Consciousness, foremost
teacher in the West of the Krsna philosophy, which, more-
over, he teaches not only by word but by example. He came
to this country in 1965, on orders of his spiritual master. As
a Krsna disciple, he is the present human exponent of a line
of succession going back five hundred years, to the appear-
ance in India of Lord Caitanya, and beyond that to a time
five thousand years ago, when Lord Krsna Himself was on
this planet and His words were recorded.
[To Srila Prabhupada:] Welcome, sir. What is Krsna
consciousness?
Srila Prabhupada: Krsna consciousness means that every
living being is part and parcel of Krsna. Krsna has got many
expansions. They are called personal expansions and sepa-
rated expansions. So, separated expansions are we—we
(please turn to page 42)
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Facing

Our Reality,
Living With
Our Ideals

Although Lord Krsna wants our full
surrender, He encourages us to progress
gradually to that exalted goal.

Text and painting by
Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami

manifestation of unadulterated devotional service is

exhibited when one’s mind is at once attracted to
hearing the transcendental name and qualities of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is residing in every-
one's heart. Just as the water of the Ganges flows naturally
down towards the ocean, such devotional ecstasy, uninter-
rupted by any material condition. flows towards the Su-
preme Lord.” In his purport, Srila Prabhupada writes, “No
material condition can stop the flow of the devotional
service of a pure devotee.”

Srila Prabhupada is describing the perfect stage, one in
which a devotee has no distractions from Krsna’s service, no
material desires, no failure to remember the beloved Lord.
It is easy for us to admit that we are not at this level, but we
should never lose sight that, as impossible as this sounds, it is
what we want to become. We want to live with no interest
separate from Krsna's interest.

At the same time, I believe for myself (and I advocate
to others) that we should engage our personal natures in

T HE Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.29.11-12) states, “The

Satsvariipa Dasa Gosvami comments on the painting:

“A devotee agonizes over his offering to Krsna, trying to make
it as good as possible. He reads Srimad-Bhagavatam and sees
how he falls far short of the ideal. The little man kneeling is a
symbol of his hope that Krsna will give His mercy.”
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We should engage ourselves and everything we have
in Krsna’s service. When we reject matter in the name
of renunciation, our renunciation is incomplete.

Krsna’s service. There is no need to |

censor or forbid them. Our natures in-
clude our psychophysical tendencies,
our cultural orientation, and our vari-
ous drives. The scriptures assure us that
it is impossible to kill desire and inad-
visable to try. Rather, we are to engage
ourselves and everything we have in
Krsna’s service. When we reject mat-
ter in the name of renunciation, our
renunciation is incomplete.

But how to practically engage our-
selves and everything else in Krsna's
service? It has been a phenomenon in
ISKCON that devotees join the move-
ment and are told to surrender com-
pletely, to submerge their personal
interests and engage fully in temple ser-
vice. Many devotees put aside careers,
propensities, sometimes even families
and the many things they loved and
thought part of themselves, to engage
in devotional service. Then years later
they begin to think differently. Some-
times they feel they were misled into
surrendering something that did not
need to be abandoned. Sometimes they
feel they were manipulated by those
who spoke of complete surrender but
who were not themselves completely
surrendered. Sometimes they simply
feel that whatever propensity or inter-
est they gave up was actually meaning-
ful to them. Such devotees often turn
back to those same activities and take

them up again, not for personal enjoy- |

ment, but as a way to serve Krsna.
We call this varnasrama-dharma,
the gradual process of renunciation
and surrender. In Bhagavad-gita Krsna
recognizes that those who are not on
the path of spontancous and total sur-
render may need to offer what they like
to do to Krsna. Therefore, the scrip-
tures prescribe rules and regulations by
which such activities can be performed.
Krsna’s highest request is that we give
up everything (sarva-dharman parit-
yajya), but if that is not possible im-
mediately, there is a process by which

e o @

we can gradually approach that high-
est goal. A devotee should always be
careful not to misidentify the gradual
stepping stones with the ultimate goal.

REMEMBER THE GOAL

We should remember the goal and
we should never resent it. “Those per-
sons who execute their duties accord-
ing to My injunctions and who follow
this teaching faithfully, without envy,
become free from the bondage of
fruitive actions.” (Bhagavad-gita 3.31)
The goal is to turn our will completely
to Krsna's will and to have no separate
interests; if at any point along the way
this seems too difficult, we should not
feel that Krsna is therefore asking too
much from us. Rather, Krsna is trying
to bring us to the standard of the resi-
dents of Vrndavana. In his purport to
Bhagavad-gita 3.31, Srila Prabhupada
writes:

But an ordinary man with firm
faith in the eternal injunctions of
the Lord, even though unable to
execute such orders, becomes lib-
erated from the bondage of the
law of karma. In the beginning of
Krsna consciousness, one may not
fully discharge the injunctions of
the Lord, but because one is not
resentful of this principle and
works sincerely without consider-
ation of defeat and hopelessness,
he will surely be promoted to the
stage of pure Krsna consciousness.

In the meantime, there is still dis-
parity between the ideal and our per-
sonal reality. It seems we cannot
actually surrender to Krsna by giving
up, throwing away, burning, flushing
down the toilet all of what we thought
we were. We must learn to render it,
and in so doing, purify it, until it be-
comes an offering for Krsna. The phi-
losophy of Bhagavad-gita assures us
that dovetailing our propensities is a
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| lower standard than being fully surren-

dered, as is evidenced in the verse de-
scribing the process of karma-yoga: yat
karosi yad asnasi . .. Yat karosi (“what-
ever you do”) is not at the same stan-
dard as sarva-dharman parityajya.

| Existentially, however, if we must ap-

ply the yat karosi verse to reach the
platform of giving everything, Krsna
has encouraged it.

Even if we don’t resent the inten-
sity of Krsna's instruction, we may
wonder what it can mean not to have
any desire other than to do whatever
Krsna wants done. I spoke about this
with a Godbrother. In the discussion,
he represented the superiority of com-
plete surrender over dovetailing, and
to reconcile the two sides he said,
“What we must do is to approach the
spiritual master unconditionally. The
spiritual master, in his wisdom and
knowing our nature, will engage us ac-

| cording to our propensity.” Surrender
| means to first accept the position of an

unconditional servant.

To be unconditional, we have to be
sincere. Sincerity requires humility; it
requires that we admit that we have not
completed or perfected our Krsna con-
sciousness. When we understand our
actual position, we will be willing to try
in whatever ways are possible for us to
find a personal surrender and we will
naturally give up selfishness.

I tend to encourage devotees to
perform whatever service they would
like to do,even if it's not what has been
assigned, especially when they no
longer feel able to carry out that other
duty. Then, when they are engaged in
whatever service they have chosen, |
encourage them to remain faithful to
it regardless of the austerities. Serving
another, including serving the Supreme
Person, is always filled with austerity.
One of the greatest austerities a devo-
tee experiences is coming face-to-face
with his or her own weak-heartedness.
Staying fixed in that particular service



helps the devotee steady the mind and
to find the inner consciousness of ren-
dering the activity as service.
Ultimately, whatever we choose to
do, we must purify it to the point that
we are not only offering the fruits of
an activity that is personally pleasing
to us, but we are actually offering the
activity itself for Krsna’s pleasure.
When we present our offering, we will
have to do it with fear and trembling,
with the hope that Krsna will accept

our tiny offering amid the millions of
more wonderful offerings He is receiv-
ing.

Such devotional consciousness is
within our reach. We are capable of
becoming enthusiastic about our activi-
ties, and we are capable of working to-
ward the goal of pure devotional
service.

In ISKCON more and more devo-
tees are reevaluating how we have sep-

arated ourselves from the world. Per- |

haps we do have something to do with
family, society, country, and humanity,
and perhaps we can become more
whole and realistic. Perhaps we should
address such issues and not speak al-
ways from the platform of the fana-
tical preacher. This is a sign of our
movement’s maturing. At the same
time, the devotees should never forget
that ultimately we must disconnect
ourselves from everything but service

(please turn to page 35)

The Mayapur Institute of Higher Education (MIHE)

2002 SCHEDULE

January 7—Beginning of the VTE (Vaisnava
Training and Education) Bhakti-sastri Course

February 14—First Week of the MIHE Semester*

February 19— Advaita Acarya’s Appearance Day

February 21—Second Week of the MIHE Semester

February 25— ord Nityananda’s Appearance Day

February 28— Third Week of the MIHE Semester

March 1—GBC Meetings Begin

March 5—Bhakti-sastri Course Breaks Until April 8

March 7—Fourth Week of the MIHE Semester

March 12—GBC Meetings End

March 13—Fifth Week of the MIHE Semester

March 17—End of the MIHE Semester

March 18—Parikrama Leaves Mayapur

March 24—Parikrama Returns to Mayapur

March 28— Gaura Parnima

April 8—Bhakti-sastri Course Reconvenes

June 21—Bhakti-sastri Course Ends

As an experiment, the MIHE will offer the Vaisnava
Training and Education (VTE) Bhakti-Sastri Course
tuition free, relying on donations to cover operating
expenses. Students must cover their expenses for
room, board, and course materials. The instructors
are Atul Krsna Dasa, Madhavendra Puri Dasa,
Siddhi-lalasa Devi Dasi, Srimate Devi Dasi, Vidvan
Gauranga Dasa, and Yadunandana Dasa.

Courses Already Scheduled for the MIHE Semester

Tat-krpeksanam: Expecting the Lord’s Mercy—
Aniruddha Dasa ® Conununication Skills for
Preachers—Anuttama Dasa e Spoken Bengali for

Beginners—Atul Krsna Dasa ® From Sraddha to
Prema—B. V. V. Narasimha Swami ® Vraja Mandala
Parikrama (Yavat to Gokul)—Dina Bandhu Dasa
Vaisnava Helping Skills—Dhira Govinda Dasa
The Pure Devotion of Uddhava—Gopiparanadhana
Dasa e Ayurvedic Self-healing—Dr. Liladhar Gupta
e Paficaratrika Process of Deity Worship—Janani-
vasa Dasa, Pankajanghri Dasa, and Nrsimha Kavaca
Dasa e The 8 Noble Truths of ISKCON Fundraising
—Kalakantha Dasa e Classical Hatha Yoga Taught
in the Ivengar Tradition—Krodhasamani Devi Dasi
e [ntroduction to Oil Painting—Murali Krsna Dasa
e From Neophyte to Preacher: Preaching as a Means
of Perfection in Srila Prabhupada’s Movement—
Prahladananda Swami ¢ VTE Teacher Training
Course 1 & 2—Rasamandala Dasa ® VTE Bhakti-
sastri Teacher Training—Rasamandala Dasa » Of
Gods, Saints, and Supermen—Tara Dasa ® Comma
Sutra: The Joys of Punctuation and Other Basics of
Editing—Tattvavit Dasa e In Service of the Absolute
Truth—Vedavyasapriya Swami

Russian Medium Courses

6 Steps of Suceess in Devotional Service—Uttama
Sloka Dasa ® From Suffering to Bliss: Krsna's
Special Mercy—Vakresvari Devi Dasi ® Sri Tuttva
Sandarbha—Visistha Dasa

More courses are expected to be added. For details
about courses, scheduling, and registration, check the
MIHE website at www.mayapur.org/mihe, or write to
mihe@pamho.net.

*Each week of the MIHE Semester consists of five days of classes. Courses will start throughout the semester,
so students may enter the semester at the beginning of each week.
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“Really
want to
see you lord
But it takes
so long

my lord”

—My Sweet Lord



Left: Practicing japa-

yoga (chanting Hare
Krsna on beads). Top:

At Bhaktivedanta
Manor, early 1970s.
Center: Mayapur,
. Above, from left:
asundara Dasa,
and Mukunda
ami at Srila
la’s samadhi
na, 1997.

Spiritual
Beatle

EORGE HARRISON was a longtime friend

of the Hare Krsna movement, often calling

himself a “plainclothes devotee.” Already
interested in Eastern philosophy and music, he
heard the 1966 recording Srila Prabhupada made
with disciples. George would later recall in a No-
vember 1980 interview the impression that album,
Krishna Consciousness, made on the Beatles:

“I remember singing it [the Hare Krsna mantra]
just for days, John and I, with ukulele banjos, sailing
through the Greek islands—Hare Krsna. Like six
hours we sang, because you couldn’t stop once you
got going. You just couldn’t stop. It was like as soon
as you stop, it was like the lights went out.”

George was inspired to help the devotees of
Krsna even before meeting Srila Prabhupada in
1969. He produced and recorded the Radha Krishna
Temple album, featuring the London devotees. One
of the songs from that album, “Hare Krishna
Mantra,” went to the top of the charts in several
European countries. For many people, including
many future devotees, this recording was their first
contact with the names of Lord Krsna. On Srila
Prabhupada’s request, another song, “Govindam,” is
played in all ISKCON temples around the world for
daily morning audience with the deities.

George included the chanting of Hare Krsna in
his famous song “My Sweet Lord” and introduced
the holy name to millions. He met Srila Prabhupada
on numerous occasions and visited ISKCON
temples around the world. He is also recognized for
donating Bhaktivedanta Manor outside London to
the Krsna consciousness movement for use as a

Photo: Jerry Kozinski



“I'm living in the material world
Living in the material world
[ hope to get out of this place

by the LORD SRI KRSNA’S GRACE,
My salvation from the material world”

—Living in the Material World




temple and ashram. And he helped
publish Srila Prabhupada’s books
and wrote introductory words for
Prabhupada’s book Krsna, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Many devotees are reflecting on
George Harrison’s contributions to

Srila Prabhupada and his movement

and remembering with appreciation
his efforts to introduce Krsna’s

names around the world. For many of

us, it was George who sparked our
interest in Krsna consciousness, and
we owe him our thanks.

Visit www.krishna.com for more on
George Harrison, including expres-
sions of gratitude by devotees.

Excerpt from an interview con-

ducted by Mukunda Goswami in

1982.

Mukunda: As a practitioner of

japa-yoga, what realizations have
you experienced from chanting?
George: Prabhupada, acarya [spiri-
tual master] of the Hare Krsna
movement, told me once that we
should just keep chanting all the
time, or as much as possible. Once
you do that, you realize the bene-
fit. The response that comes from
chanting is in the form of bliss, or

spiritual happiness, which is a

much higher taste than any happi-

ness found here in the material
world. That’s why I say that the

more you do it, the more you don’t

want to stop, because it feels so
nice and peaceful.
Mukunda: What is it about the

[

Above: Mayapur, 1983. Below: On the roof of Apple Studios. Opposite page:

} !.

Chanting at Bhaktivedanta Manor. Inset: Srila Prabhupada with G eorge and

his former wife, Patti Boyd.

mantra that brings about this feel-
ing of peace and happiness?
George: The word Hare is the
word that calls upon the energy
that’s around the Lord. If you say
the mantra enough, you build up
an identification with God. God’s
all happiness, all bliss, and by
chanting His names we connect
with Him. So it’s really a process
of actually having a realization of
God, which all becomes clear with
the expanded state of conscious-
ness that develops when you
chant. Like I said in the Krsna
book some years ago, “If there’s a
God, I want to see Him. It’s point-
less to believe in something with-
out proof, and Krsna conscious-
ness and meditation are methods
where you can actually obtain
God perception.”

Mukunda: Is it an instantaneous

George on Chanting Hare Krsna

process, or gradual?

George: You don’t get it in five
minutes. It’s something that takes
time, but it works because it’s a
direct process of attaining God
and will help us to have pure con-
sciousness and good perception
that is above the normal, everyday
state of consciousness.

Mukunda: How do you feel after
chanting for a long time?

George: In the life I lead, I find
that I sometimes have opportuni-
ties when I can really get going at
it, and the more 1 do it, I find the
harder it is to stop, and I don’t
want to lose the feeling it gives
me.

For example, once I chanted
the Hare Krsna mantra all the way
from France to Portugal, nonstop.
I drove for about twenty-three
hours and chanted all the way.

“He whose sweetness flows
To anyone of those

That cares to look His way
See His smile

Jai sri radhe”

—It Is “He” (Jai Sri Krishna)



ToDie?

Is Vrndavana the only choice
for devotees of Lord Krsna?

by Sarvabhauma Dasa

EVOTEES OF KRSNA traditionally go to Vrndavana, the

divine place of Krsna’s pastimes, when their time comes

to leave this world. The great devotee Prabodhananda
Sarasvati Thakura praised residence in Vrndavana—especially
at death—without mincing his words:

I pray that this land of Vrndavana, which great sages experience
as sweel nectar, give me shelter until the moment I leave this
body. . .. They who somehow or other remain up to the moment
of death here in Vrndavana, which with its splendor bathes all
moving and non-moving creatures in an ocean of bliss, are at
the head of all great Vaisnavas. ... Brother, do you know for
certain when you will die? Do you think the maha-mantra will
check powerful death? Do you think death will patiently wait
and allow you to die at the time you prescribe? Is it for these
reasons that you again and again fearlessly leave Vrndavana?
Even if my heart were pierced by thousands of thunderbolts,
I would not leave Vrndavana.

(Sri Vindavana-mahimamrta, Sataka 1.17, 43, 50, 6)

Scriptures describe earthly Vrndavana (Gokula Vrndavana)
as essentially identical to Krsna’s supreme abode in the spiri-
tual sky, Goloka Vrndavana. Although to conditioned souls
earthly Vrndavana may appear similar to other rural towns or
forests of this world, the scriptures explain that its spiritual
nature is inaccessible to mundane vision, just as the sun’s bril-
liance can be obscured by a thick, dark cloud.

Regardless of how one perceives Vrndavana, Prabodh-
ananda Sarasvati explains that contact with Vrndavana gives
immeasurable spiritual benefit: “If one lives in the earthly land
of Vrndavana, touches it, sees it, travels to it, meditates upon it,
bows down to it, sings or hears about its glorious qualities, car-
ries its dust on his head, or has any relationship with it, then this
purifying earthly Vrndavana will carry him to the supreme abode
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Dasi

returned to Dallas to




of Vrndavana in the spiritual world.” |
(V.M. 6.29)

He adds that in earthly Vrndavana
“all people automatically and effort-
lessly obtain pure ecstatic love for
Krsna” and that Vrndavana “trans-
forms sinners into saints” and is pavana
pavane, “the most purifying of all puri-
fiers.” (V.M. 1.47,39,41) For these rea-
sons and many more, serious devotees
of Krsna have always valued the
chance to reside in Vrndavana, to per-
form devotional service there, and ul-
timately to depart from this world in
that sacred land. [See Sidebar: “Leav-
ing and Not Leaving Vrndavana.”]

As a consequence of this, in Vrn-
davana today you will find samadhis,
or sacred tombs, honoring great de-
votees of Krsna who passed away
there. His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada left this

fa

world in Vrndavana in 1977, and a |

large samdadhi, part of the Krishna-
Balaram Temple complex, stands in
his honor.

SHELTER FOR
ISKCON MEMBERS

A number of ISKCON devotees

have traveled to Vrndavana to leave |
Namananda Dasa, once ISKCON’s

this world. Gauri Dasi, a shy, warm
devotee who overcame her timidity

| and became a compassionate and em-

powered distributor of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s books, departed in Vrndavana.
She is said to have had ecstatic experi-
ences of communion with Krsna in her
final days. Buddhimanta Dasa, a pio-
neer of book distribution in the West,

also departed in sacred Vrndavana, |
| graced by a chanting party led by Ain-

dra Dasa, which came just at the time

of his departure. A book has been writ-
ten about Vraja-lila Dasi, a saintly
young disciple of Indradyumna Swami
who took shelter in Vrndavana in her
final days.

Lohitaksa Dasa from New York
traveled to Vrndavana in serious con-
dition, taking the risk that he might die
en route, but was able to exit within
days of his arrival. The Italian devotee

number one book distributor in the
world, passed away at the Prabhupada-
vani Ashram, perhaps getting special

| mercy for his years of intense endeavor

to share Krsna consciousness with oth-
ers. Krsna Mayi Dast, a rather new and
inexperienced devotee, by special good
fortune made her way to Vrndavana
in her last days. She departed as her
spiritual master, Dhanurdhara Swami,
was singing the devotional song Jaya

use /0[' C%"ayez“

¥

ay there be good

fortune throughout

the universe, and may all

envious persons be |

ified.

May all living entities

become calm by practicing

bhakti-yoga, for by accepting
devotional service they will
think of each other’s welfare.
Therefore let us all engage
in the service of the supreme
transcendence, Lord Sri
Krsna, and always remain

absorbed in thought of Him.

—Sri Prahlada Maharaja
Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.18.9
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No one who saw my dear friend Kirtida Devi Dast
in her final days argued that she should have departed
in Vrndavana, rather than Dallas, Texas.

Radhe, Jaya Radhe Radhe. An elderly
pijari from the Nairobi temple named
Tulast Priya Devi Dasi visited Vrnda-
vana and came down with pneumonia,
which proved fatal. Although she had
no family there, Aindra Dasa and other
brahmacaris chanted at her passing,
and the gurukula students and teach-
ers took her body to the Yamuna for
cremation.

These are a few examples of the
many devotees who departed in Vrnda-
vana. Most had enough notice of their
impending demise to allow them to go
to Vrndavana, but some, unaware of
their impending death, were the bene-
ficiaries of a special arrangement by
Krsna.

KIRTIDA’S STORY

Given the choice and the means, it
seems unlikely that a devotee would
choose to depart in a materialistic city
in the West rather than a holy place like
Vrndavana. Still, no one who saw my
dear friend Kirtida Devi Dasi in her
final days argued that she should have
departed in Vrndavana, rather than
Dallas, Texas.

Despite the onslaught of cancer,
which ravaged her frail sixty-one-year-
old body, Kirtida remained blissful
and Krsna conscious through her final
days, spent in a small room filled with
pictures of Vrndavana. On her altar
were many deities brought by local
devotees. The home she departed from
stood on Gurley Avenue, just across
the street from the temple of Sri Sri
Radha-Kalachandji, the Radha-Krsna

deities installed by Srila Prabhupada |

in 1972.

Considering earlier events in Kir-
tida’s life, that she chose to leave this
world from anywhere but Vrndavana
was surprising. She had nearly died
from health problems in the late 1980s
while working as a surgical nurse in

e o 0

Dallas hospitals. Devotee friends often
repeated to her Srila Prabhupada’s
instruction that Vrndavana is the best
place for the soul to depart from the
body, and she began to resolve to spend
her last days there.

As early as 1991, when doctors esti-
mated that Kirtida had only six months
to live, a devotee gave her a free plane
ticket to India. She gratefully accepted
it, seeing it as a sign of Krsna’s sanc-
tion of her desire to go there and pass
from this world. Soon she retired,
bought a flat in Vrndavana, and spent
six years there, always aware that each
day could be her last. Remarkably, the
spiritual atmosphere gave her new life.
At first she survived in Vrndavana only
by taking intravenous chemicals. But
after praying at sacred Govardhana
Hill, she found she was able to take
solid food again for the first time in
years.

Kirtida grew to truly love Vrnda-
vana, and whatever energy or strength
Krsna gave her, she gave back in the
form of devotional service. She became
a volunteer nurse at the gurukula dis-
pensary and took visiting devotees on
tours of the holy places. She even
started walking barefoot on arduous
pilgrimages, such as the twenty-six-
kilometer parikrama (circumambula-
tion) of Govardhana Hill, while devo-
tees half her age struggled to keep up.
As years passed, Kirtida was no longer
a visitor: she was a resident of the holy
dhama (abode).

So why did she leave Vrndavana and
die in the West? In 1997 her spiritual
master, Tamal Krsna Goswami, began
academic work in England, but after
some time he was diagnosed to have
cancer and underwent surgery in Dal-
las. Kirtida offered her assistance, even
if it meant leaving her beloved shelter,
Sri Vrndavana Dhama. For six months
Kirtida offered medical service twenty-
four-hours a day as Tamal Krsna Go-
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swami recovered at the Dallas temple.
Then, when he went back to England
to resume his studies in less than full
health, she offered to go there to assist
him.

It was in England that Kirtida her-
self was found to have cancer. She un-
derwent a major surgery in London
that appeared to cure the cancer. She
began recuperating in sunnier Dallas,
where she could also get the audience
of her beloved deities again and visit
with her old devotee friends. But dur-
ing this happy visit to Dallas came the
bad news: tests revealed that her can-
cer had returned. She began treatment
at a local hospital, but the cancer got
worse. Finally she decided to stop all
therapy, check out of the hospital, and
prepare for death.

Tamal Krsna Goswami, who for
years had instructed Kirtida to pass
away in Vrndavana, suggested that she
stay in Dallas rather than try to travel
to India. One consideration was the
heat:it is swelteringly hot in Vrndavana
in May and June, and many devotees
leave the dhama at that time. In Dallas
she would have more devotees to chant
with and give her support. And her
departure could be instructive,since no
elderly devotee had ever died in the
community.

So it was that Kirtida Devi Dasi
passed away in Dallas, surrounded by
loving devotees, her spiritual master,
and the continuous chanting of the holy
names of Krsna.

GLORIOUS DEPARTURES
IN THE WEST

Many devotees have chosen to pass
away in the West in Krsna conscious-
ness. Jayananda Dasa, famed for his
humble service attitude in the early
days of ISKCON, died of leukemia in
the Los Angeles temple community,
serving Srila Prabhupada until almost
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At the time of his passing, his mother
was entreating, “Go back to Prabhupada, Sudama!
Go back to Prabbupada!”

the end by organizing the Rathayatra
festival.

Other devotees who were unable to
always practice Krsna consciousness
strictly nonetheless were able to asso-
ciate with devotees at the end of their
lives. Hayagriva Dasa, who had been
away from the devotees for some time,
returned to New Vrindaban (in West
Virginia) at the end of his life and ben-
efited from the devotees’ association
in his last days. Sudama Dasa, once a
personal servant of Srila Prabhupada
and a preacher in Japan, had also
drifted away from strict practice of
Krsna consciousness. But when he
learned he had a terminal illness, he
moved to the devotee community in
Los Angeles and passed away sur-
rounded by well-wishing devotees
chanting the holy names. He was cov-
ered with garlands from the deities Sri
Sti Rukmini-Dvarakadhisa, and at the
time of his passing, his mother was en-

treating, “Go back to Prabhupada, |

Sudama! Go back to Prabhupada!”

Upendra Dasa, also a former per-
sonal servant to Srila Prabhupada and
a pioneer of Krsna consciousness in
Australia, had left the association of
devotees and was near death in San
Francisco. Kiirma Dasa, from Austra-
lia, raised money so that Upendra
could pass away with his old devotee
friends at the New Govardhan farm in
Australia. Kiirma describes the flight
and ensuing events:

Upendra ended up going into a coma
and almost dying on the plane. The
United Airlines flight to Sydney was
almost forced to make an emergency
landing on the way. He stayed in in-
tensive care in a major Sydney hos-
pital for over two weeks. His health
improved enough for him to move
up to the farm, where many devotees
looked after him until his departure
a few months later. At the time of
his passing, Jayadvaita Swami sud-
denly arrived on the farm. He was

rushed up the hill to the house, where
aresounding kirfana was in full force,
and he took over leading the kirtana.
As Upendra gazed at a picture of
Gaura-Nitai held at the foot of his
bed, he passed away peacefully.

When Ratnarafjini Devi Dasi, a
senior devotee in Scotland, learned she
had a brain tumor a few years ago,
devotees booked her a flight to Delhi.
But just two days before her scheduled
departure, she had a seizure. Doctors
changed her destination from holy Vrn-
davana to Glasgow’s Western General
Hospital. After another seizure, when
everything seemed bleak, she told
her husband, Balabhadra dasa (now

Bhakti Balabha Puri Goswami), “The '

Lord is so merciful! All the time I was
having the fit, all I could se= was Vrn-
davana Syémasundara"s face in my
mind. He is so kind!” After this, Bala-
bhadra helped his wife perform Vrnda-
vana pilgrimage in her mind, medi-
tating on each sacred landmark in
perfect order. She was blissful in her
final days, always chanting the Hare
Krsna maha-mantra. A small book
about her life and passing has recently
been published.

COMMUNITY BENEFITS

Malati Devi Dasi describes how a
Kunti Dasi, a disciple of Srila Prabhu-

pada in New Vrindaban, accepted the |

news of death’s approach:

Kunti could have gone to India. Al-
though it would have been a diffi-
cult trip, there were devotees ready
to pay the extra cost of arranging a
bed for her on the flight. I reminded
her that New Vrindaban is non-
different from Vrndavana in India,
and with that in mind she chose to
remain. It was a glorious passing,
and every member of our commu-
nity benefited from the experience
in so many diverse ways. Many
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served her personally, many came
to chant again after a lengthy ab-
sence, many came to speak to de-
votees again after a long silence, and
everyone saw the closeness of death
as a reality. She who was the closest
to the door of death remained calm,
sanguine, and immersed in topics
of Krsna, blissfully going about
the process of exiting the physical
body. She also kept up a tremendous
sense of humor. She said that she had
taken her second birth [spiritual ini-
tiation] in New Vrindaban and that
she would leave her body here.

Sunita Devi Dast, a senior disciple
of Srila Prabhupada, was born in
Mathura, near Vrndavana, but she
passed away in the devotee community
in Alachua, Florida. Her passing in-
spired an outpouring of support and
emotion by a great number of devotee
friends and acquaintances.

Savitri Priya Dasi, a seemingly or-
dinary housewife in London who took
initiation from His Holiness Bhakti
Caru Swami, received a tremendous
boost from devotees who visited at
her hospital and home in her final
weeks. Many devotees from Bhakti-
vedanta Manor visited and poured
affection on her daily. Interrupting his
filming in America, her spiritual mas-
ter came to London and gave her many
valuable instructions. She received
phone calls from Tamal Krsna Go-
swami and visits from Sivarama Swa-
mi, Vipramukhya Swami, Radhanatha
Swami, Radha-Govinda Swami, Maha-
Visnu Swami, and many other devo-
tees. Although she had planned to go
to Mayapur or Vrndavana to die, tra-
vel was deemed too risky when her
condition deteriorated rapidly. At the
moment of her passing, Savitri Priya
lifted her chanting beads to her fore-
head and chanted Hare Krsna.

At a talk at the ISKCON center
at 26 Second Avenue in New York,
Radhanatha Swami discussed the pass-



Leaving and llot Leaving Vindavana

ON HEARING of Prabodhananda
Sarasvati’s absolute resolve to
never leave Vrndavana, one might
wonder why Srila Prabhupada left
Vrndavana to travel around the
world. The reason is that although
Prabodhananda Sarasvati and
Srila Prabhupada each wanted
only to serve Krsna, there was an
external difference between them.
Prabhodananda Sarasvati acted as
a ksetra-sannydsi, a renunciant
who vows to perpetually stay in
the holy land of Vrndavana (or
another holy dhama) and perform
worship (bhajana) there. Techni-
cally this type of devotee is called
a bhajananandi.

Srila Prabhupada, however, did
not take a vow to worship per-
petually in one place. Rather, like
his spiritual master, Bhaktisid-
dhanta Sarasvati Thakura, he was
a parivrajakacdrya, a traveling
preacher of Krsna consciousness.
In fact, taking the order of his
spiritual master as his life and
soul, he willingly risked dying out-
side Vindavana to spread Krsna
consciousness all over the world.
He even suffered heart attacks
aboard the steamship Jaladuta in
1965 and in New York in 1967—
attacks that nearly caused him to
perish in materialistic environs far
from holy Vrndavana. He once
grimly joked, “In New York if I
die, you will have to entomb me
on the roof.” Such a fearless
preacher is termed a
gosthyanandi.

Both the bhajananandi and the
gosthyanandi have the same goal,
to serve and love Krsna as do the
eternal residents of Vrndavana.

ing of his dear disciple Abhirama Tha-
kura Dasa, a great devotee of Krsna

and Srimati Radharani. Abhirdama |

passed away in Mumbai in the associa-
tion of his dear devotee associates and
close to his worshipful deities, Sti Sri
Radha-Gopinatha.

But the way they do so is quite dif-
ferent. While a bhajananandi like
Prabodhananda Sarasvati vows to
never leave Vrndavana, great go-
sthyanandis like éyémﬁnanda Pan-
dita and Narottama Dasa Thakura
were sent out of Vrndavana by
Jiva Gosvami to preach—and they
left this world in full Krsna con-
sciousness away from Vrndavana.

As a preacher, Prabhupada was
not restricted to Vindavana. Al-
though it is said Krsna that never
leaves Vrndavana (vrudavanam
parityajya padam ekar na gac-
chati), because He is unlimited He
can simultaneously stay in Vrnda-
vana and leave. Prabhupada
brought Krsna out of India in the
form of His holy names and His
deity, whom he installed in many
temples. And Prabhupada’s books
carried Krsna to every corner of
the world. Prabhupada’s mood
reflected that of his spiritual mas-
ter, who traveled widely in India
to preach Krsna consciousness and
sent disciples to preach in En-
gland, Burma, and other places
outside India.

Kiarma Riapa Dasa, a scholarly
devotee who has resided in Vrnda-
vana for many years, compared
the factor of one’s physical loca-
tion to that of one’s inner state of
being, or consciousness.

“I have heard there are state-
ments to the effect that if one
leaves his body in Vrndavana he is
guaranteed to go to Goloka [the
spiritual world],” he said. “But,
personally, I'm unable to give
them as much weight as Krsna’'s
own words in the Bhagavad-gita:
‘Whatever state of being [bhaval

Namacarya Dasa, who chanted in-

cessantly and lived a simple, Krsna

conscious life, left this world peace-

| fully and nobly in deepest China,
surrounded by devotees.

Mahatma Dasa, of the Hare Krsna

| community in Dallas, explains how

one remembers when he quits his
body, O son of Kunti, that state he
will attain without fail.’ ” [Bg. 8.6]

“It is the bhdava that determines
one’s next destination,” he con-
cluded, “not the location one
leaves from.”

In the S"rimamBhﬁgavarcrm
(12.3.49), Sukadeva Gosvami tells
King Pariksit how to attain a
Krsna conscious bhava: “Endeavor
with all your might to fix the Su-
preme Lord Kesava [Krsna] within
your heart. Maintain this concen-
tration upon the Lord, and at the
time of death you will certainly
attain the supreme destination.”

The story of Ajamila, a de-
graded brahmana who inadvert-
ently chanted the name of the
Lord at the time of his death—
and ultimately attained liberation
—shows how concentrating one’s
attention on the holy names of the
Lord can overcome even the most
polluted physical surroundings.
Ajamila didn’t chant in a holy
place like Vrndavana; rather, he
called out “Narayana™ in a house
where religion had been aban-
doned and many sinful activities
had taken place.

Prabhupada seems to have con-
firmed that one’s consciousness,
or bhava, at the end of life is ulti-
mately more important than one’s
physical whereabouts. He wrote to
Mukunda Dasa in 1967 from New
York City: “I don’t mind whether [
die here, or in Vrndavana—wher-
ever there is Krsna, there is Vinda-
vana.” Certainly for Prabhupada,
Krsna was everywhere, and there-
fore he carried Vrndavana in his
heart wherever he went.

Kirtida’s presence there in her final
days benefited all the devotees: “Be-
cause there was so much hearing and
chanting going on, we saw a tremen-
dous change in the consciousness of
the devotees. The whole community
was thousands of times more Krsna
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Jerry, a devout Christian, learned to chant on beads,
took prasadam, wore a sari, and waitched Krsna conscious
videos—all while taking care of Kirtida.

conscious than ever before.”

When a nurse named Jerry, assigned
by a local agency to attend to Kirtida,
arrived at the devotee home and saw
forty devotees chanting sweetly, she
was deeply moved. Within days, Jerry,
a devout Christian, learned to chant on
beads, took prasadam, wore a sari, and
watched Krsna conscious videos—all
while taking care of Kirtida.

Bir Krsna Dasa Goswami, who
guides a Krsna conscious community
in North Carolina, notes, “It is very
important for devotees to see realized
Vaisnavas leaving their bodies. This
is another consideration for having
the devotee pass away close to his
or her associates.” He adds, “When [
die, I wish to die near my deities of
Radha-Golokananda in North Caro-
lina, because my heart is dedicated to
Them.I could not bear to be anywhere
else. I consider where my deities are to
be identical to Vrndavana. Or any-
where there is pure devotional service
is identical to Vrndavana.”

FLYING OUR OWN PLANE

In one sense, death is a very per-
sonal,internal, and solitary experience.
We may die in Vrndavana or sur-
rounded by loving devotees in the
West. Or it could happen when we are
alone at home, in a hospital at 1:00
A.M. with no devotees around, in a bus
station, or on an airplane. There is no
certainty exactly what our environ-
ment will be at that unknown time. But,
our own consciousness or inner state
of being will be there; that is certain.
And ultimately that is under our con-
trol alone. Prabhupada made an anal-
ogy with the airplane: “So you go high
in the sky. But if you are in danger, no
other airplane can help you. You are
finished. Therefore you must be a very
careful pilot to take care of yourself.”

e o o

In commenting on a verse in the
Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.19.15), how-
ever, Prabhupédda explained that the
association of devotees significantly

helped King Pariksit go back to God- |

head. Even though he “flew his own
plane,” he also had assistance: “The
atmosphere created by the presence
of great devotees of the Lord on the
bank of the Ganges and [my empha-

sis|] Maharaja Pariksit's complete ac- |

ceptance of the Lord’s lotus feet were
sufficient guarantee to the king for
going back to Godhead.”

The presence of devotees—sadhu
sanga—helped King Pariksit go back
to Godhead. Prabhupada considered it
helpful when devotees chanted while
he and others were departing from this
world, He wrote a disciple, “You have
done your duty at the last moment of

your wife’s life, so that she could hear |

them chanting.”

Returning to the analogy of the air-
plane: Although a pilot controls the
plane, who can deny that a pilot has
assistance? He has associates on the
ground (air traffic controllers) who
give him constant guidance, and he
has technicians and staff who help
him on the plane as well. Similar-
ly, devotees can help dying friends
remember Krsna at the time of death.

A dramatic example of how a devo-
tee can assist another at the time of
death is that of Kesava Bharati Dasa,
whose elderly mother passed away a
few years ago in her home in North-
ern California. Kesava Bharati read
the book Krsna to his mother, a de-
vout Christian, to help her stay con-
scious. She began to enjoy hearing
about Krsna and finally asked her
son “Who is God?” When he replied
that Krsna is the same God she had
worshiped her entire life, she nodded
that she understood. In her last days
she received Vaisnava initiation by
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telephone from His Holiness Siva-
rama Swami. Although she was far
from Vrndavana at the time of her
passing, Vrndavana and its king and
queen came to her by the association
of her devotee son. This is not surpris-
ing, because Krsna is bhakta-vatsala,
never failing in His affection for His
devotees.

VRNDAVANA ANYWHERE

Radhika Desai, a devotee in Dallas
who spent part of her youth in Vrnda-
vana and chanted long hours for Kir-
tida in her final days, expressed how
although Kirtida’s departure did not
take place in Vrndavana, Krsna could
manifest Vrndavana in a materialistic
city in the West for His devotee. She
recounted two pastimes in which the
Lord’s mercy made it easier for His de-

| votee. In the first, Sanatana Gosvami,

a leading disciple of Lord Caitanya,
was so old that it was difficult for him
to go on the arduous circumambu-
lation of Govardhana Hill. Lord Cai-
tanya then told him that if he just went
around the Govardhana sila (a sacred
stone from the hill) in the Radha-
Damodara temple seven times, that
would be equal to walking the twenty-
six kilometers around the hill. In the
second, Krsna’s parents, Nanda and
Yasoda, wanted to visit the four chief
holy places in the four directions of
India as was the custom of pious peo-
ple. But because His parents were old,
Krsna summoned the holy places to
Vrndavana.

Who can put a limit on Krsna's
mercy? 3

Sarvabhauma Dasa, a disciple of His
Holiness Tamal Krsna Goswami, is
based in Texas, but for the last few years
he has been doing devotional service in
England.



BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Referred to as “the ripe fruit of the tree of Vedic literature,” §rimad~Bhagavaram
is the most complete and authoritative exposition of Vedic knowledge. Five thousand years ago
the great sage Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence
of spiritual knowledge. Here we present Srimad-Bhagavatam in serialized form,
with the original Sanskrit text, transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
founder-acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

LORD KAPILA
DEPARTS

The sage Maitreya, speaking to Vidura, ends his
description of the activities of Kapiladeva, an incarnation
of Krsna, and Kapiladeva’s mother, Devahiiti.

CANTO 3: CHAPTER 33

31 TgREtraas &3 ForeRfase
e fague I a1 atEtgauH
tad virdsit punyatamarni
ksetram trailokya-visrutam

namna siddha-padar yatra
sa samsiddhim upeyusi

tat—that; vira—O brave Vidura; asit—was; punya-tamam—
most sacred; ksetram—place; trai-lokya—in the three
worlds; visrutam—known; namna—Dby the name; siddha-

padam—Siddhapada; vatra—where; sa—she (Devahuti); |

sarnsiddhim—perfection; upeyusi—achieved.

The palace where Devahiti achieved her perfection, my
dear Vidura, is understood to be a most sacred spot. It is
known all over the three worlds as Siddhapada.

32 TEIETENTRAHI AR

tasyas tad voga-vidhuta-
martyar martyam abhiit sarit

srotasam pravard saumya
siddhida siddha-sevita

tasyah—of Devahiiti; tat—that; yoga—Dby yoga practice;
vidhuta—relinquished; martyam—material elements;
martyam—nher mortal body; abhiit—became; sarit—a river;
srotasam—of all rivers; pravara—the foremost; saumya—
O gentle Vidura; siddhi-da—conferring perfection; siddha—
by persons desiring perfection; sevita—resorted to.

Dear Vidura, the material elements of her body have melted
into water and are now a flowing river, which is the most
sacred of all rivers. Anyone who bathes in that river also
attains perfection, and therefore all persons who desire
perfection go bathe there.

33 ISty qerRft wrEH e
AR T et faar =t
kapilo ‘pi maha-yogi
bhagavan pitur asramat

mataram samanujnapya
prag-udicim disam vayau

kapilah—Iord Kapila; api—surely; maha-yogi—the great

sage; bhagavan—the Supreme Personality of Godhead; pi-
fuh—of His father; asramat—{from the hermitage; mataram
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—from His mother; samanujiapya—having asked permis-
sion; prak-udicim—northeast; disam—direction; yayau—
He went.

My dear Vidura, the great sage Kapila, the Personality of
Godhead, left His father’s hermitage with the permission
of His mother and went towards the northeast.

34 frgERoTFERHA g TR
EHI: HERVT GReOTebe:

siddha-carana-gandharvair
munibhis capsaro-ganaih

sticyamanah samudrena
dattarhana-niketanah

siddha—by the Siddhas; carana—Dby the Caranas; gan- |
dharvaih—by the Gandharvas; munibhih—by the munis; |

ca—and; apsarah-ganaih—by the Apsaras (damsels of the
heavenly planets); stiyvamanah—being extolled: samu-
drena—Dby the ocean; datta—given; arhana—oblations;
niketanah—place of residence.

While He was passing in the northern direction, all the ce-
lestial denizens known as Caranas and Gandharvas, as well
as the munis and the damsels of the heavenly planets, prayed
and offered Him all respects. The ocean offered Him obla-
tions and a place of residence.

PURPORT: @ It is understood that Kapila Muni first went
towards the Himalayas and traced the course of the River
Ganges, and He again came to the delta of the Ganges at
the sea now known as the Bay of Bengal. The ocean gave
Him residence at a place still known as Ganga-sagara, where
the River Ganges meets the sea. That place is called Ganga-

sagara-tirtha, and even today people gather there to offer |

respects to Kapiladeva, the original author of the Sankhya
system of philosophy. Unfortunately, this Sankhya system
has been misrepresented by an imposter who is also named
Kapila, but that other system of philosophy does not tally
with anything described in the Sankhya of Kapila in the
Srimad-Bhagavatam.

35 3TE AT FHEIE HREATETRR A
ST ST FHe:

aste yogari samasthaya
sankhyacaryair abhistutah

(1) Where did Kapila Muni go during His

travels?
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trayanam api lokanam
upasantyai samdahitah

aste—He remains; yogam—yoga: samasthaya—having prac-
ticed; sankhya—of the Sankhya philosophy; acaryaih—by
the great teachers; abhistutah—worshiped; trayanam—
three; api—certainly; lokanam—of the worlds; upasantyai—
for the deliverance; samahitah—fixed in trance.

Even now Kapila Muni is staying there in trance for the
deliverance of the conditioned souls in the three worlds,
and all the acaryas, or great teachers, of the system of
Sankhya philosophy are worshiping Him.

36 TAfIIGd A JYEISE qard
FHUGE T HalGl adgAd e

etan nigaditam tata
vat prsto "han tavanagha
kapilasya ca samvado
devahiityas ca pavanah

etat—this; nigaditam—spoken; tata—O dear Vidura; yat—
which; prstah—was asked: aham—I; tava—by you: anagha
—O sinless Vidura; kapilasya—of Kapila; ca—and; sai-
vadah—conversation; devahityah—of Devahuti; ca—and;
pavanah—pure.

My dear son, since you have inquired from me, I have an-
swered. O sinless one, the descriptions of Kapiladeva and
His mother and their activities are the purest of all pure
discourses,

37 9 SEFHAONT AAshram
FUGTAHTHIRIN N

AN Heredt: Hoorhe-
UG MIEIGRIAGH

va idam anusrnoti yo "bhidhatte
kapila-muner matam atma-yoga-guhyarm

bhagavati krta-dhih suparna-ketav
upalabhate bhagavat-padaravindan

vah—whoever; idam—this; anusrnoti—hears; yah—who-
ever; abhidhatte—expounds; kapila-muneh—of the sage
Kapila; matam—instructions; atma-yoga—based on medi-
tation on the Lord; guhyam—confidential; bhagavati—on
the Supreme Personality of Godhead; krta-dhih—having
fixed his mind; suparna-ketau—who has a banner of Garuda;
upalabhate—achieves; bhagavat—of the Supreme Lord;
pada-aravindam—the lotus feet.
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The description of the dealings of Kapiladeva and His
mother is very confidential, and anyone who hears or reads
this narration becomes a devotee of the Supreme Personal-
ity of Godhead, who is carried by Garuda, and he thereaf-
ter enters into the abode of the Supreme Lord to engage in
the transcendental loving service of the Lord.

PURPORT: € The narration of Kapiladeva and His mother,
Devahuti, is so perfect and transcendental that even if
one only hears or reads this description, he achieves the
highest perfectional goal of life, for he engages in the lov-
ing service of the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. There is no doubt that Devahuti, who had the
Supreme Lord as her son and who followed the instruc-
tions of Kapiladeva so nicely, attained the highest perfec-
tion of human life.

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto,
Thirty-third Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled
“Activities of Kapila.”

CANTO 4: CHAPTER 1

= 3ar
1 A e e = S
SHpferea(a FEARI fore:

maitreya uvaca
manos tu satariapayan
tisrah kanyas ca jajnire
akutir devahiitis ca
prasitir iti visrutah

maitreyah uvaca—the great sage Maitreya said; manoh tu—
of Svayambhuva Manu; satariipayam—in his wife Sataripa;
tisrah—three; kanyah ca—daughters also; jajiire—gave

birth; akatih—named Akuti; devahiitih—named Devahiti; |

ca—also; prasiitih—named Prasiti; iti—thus; visrutah—well
known.

Sri Maitreya said: Svayambhuva Manu begot three daugh-
ters in his wife Satarupa, and their names were Akuti,
Devahuti, and Prasuti.

PURPORT: First of all let us offer our respectful obeisances
unto our spiritual master, Om Visnupada Sri Srimad
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Prabhupada, by whose

order I am engaged in this herculean task of writing com- |

mentary on the Srimad-Bhagavatam as the Bhaktivedanta
purports. By his grace we have finished three cantos already,
and we are just trying to begin the Fourth Canto. By his
divine grace let us offer our respectful obeisances unto Lord

Caitanya, who began this Krsna consciousness movement
of Bhagavata-dharma five hundred years ago. and through
His grace let us offer our obeisances to the six Gosvamis,
and then let us offer our obeisances to Radha and Krsna,
the spiritual couple who enjoy eternally in Vrndavana with
Their cowherd boys and damsels in Vrajabhiimi. Let us also
offer our respectful obeisances to all the devotees and eter-
nal servitors of the Supreme Lord.

© In this Fourth Canto of S"rinzr.m’-BhrIgawHam there are
thirty-one chapters, and all these chapters describe the sec-
ondary creation by Brahma and the Manus. The Supreme
Lord Himself does the real creation by agitating His mate-
rial energy, and then, by His order, Brahma, the first living
creature in the universe, attempts to create the different
planetary systems and their inhabitants, expanding the
population through his progeny, like Manu and other pro-
genitors of living entities, who work perpetually under the
order of the Supreme Lord.

@ In the First Chapter of this Fourth Canto there are de-
scriptions of the three daughters of Svayambhuva Manu

| and their descendants. The next six chapters describe the

sacrifice performed by King Daksa and how it was spoiled.
Thereafter the activities of Maharaja Dhruva are described
in five chapters. Then, in eleven chapters, the activities of
King Prthu are described, and the next eight chapters are
devoted to the activities of the Praceta kings.

As described in the first verse of this chapter,
Svayambhuva Manu had three daughters, named Akati,
Devahti. and Prasuti. Of these three daughters, one daugh-
ter, Devahti, has already been described, along with her
husband, Kardama Muni, and her son, Kapila Muni. In this
chapter the descendants of the first daughter, Akuti, will

specifically be described.

© Svayambhuva Manu was the son of Brahma. Brahma
had many other sons, but Manu’s name is specifically men-
tioned first because he was a great devotee of the Lord. In
this verse there is also the word ca, indicating that besides

| the three daughters mentioned, Svayambhuva Manu also

had two sons.

(2) What is the result of reading the narration
of the acitivies of Kapiladeva and

Devahiti?
(3) What is the main topic of the Fouth Canto?
(4) What is the subject of the first chapter of
the Fourth Canto? _
(5) Who is the father of Svayambhuva Manu?
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akuatiri rucaye pradad
api bhratrmatirm nrpah

putrika-dharmam asritya
Sataripanumoditah

akiitim—AKiti; rucaye—unto the great sage Ruci; préaddat—
handed over; api—although; bhratr-matim—daughter hav-
ing a brother; nypah—the King; putrika—get the resultant

son; dharmam—religious rites; asritya—taking shelter; |

Satartipa—Dby the wife of Svayambhuva Manu; anumoditah
—being sanctioned.

Akuti had two brothers, but in spite of her brothers, King
Svayambhuva Manu handed her over to Prajapati Ruci on
the condition that the son born of her be returned to Manu
as his son. This he did in consultation with his wife, Satariipa.

PURPORT: Sometimes a sonless person offers his daughter
to a husband on the condition that his grandson be returned
to him to be adopted as his son and inherit his prop-
erty. @ This is called putrika-dharma, which means that by
execution of religious rituals one gets a son, although one
1s sonless by one’s own wife. But here we see extraordinary
behavior in Manu, for in spite of his having two sons, he
handed over his first daughter to Prajapati Ruci on the con-
dition that the son born of his daughter be returned to him
as his son. @ Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti Thakura com-
ments in this connection that King Manu knew that the
Supreme Personality of Godhead would take birth in the
womb of Akiti; therefore, in spite of having two sons, he
wanted the particular son born of Akiti because he was
ambitious to have the Supreme Personality of Godhead
appear as his son and grandson. Manu is the lawgiver of
mankind, and since he personally executed the putrika-
dharma, we may accept that such a system may be adopted
by mankind also. Thus, even though one has a son, if one
wants to have a particular son from one’s daughter, one
may give one’s daughter in charity on that condition. That
is the opinion of Srila Jiva Gosvami.

(6) What does the term putrika-dharma
~mean?
(7) Why did Svayambhuva Manu want the
son of his daughter Akuti to be his own
son?

(8) What are the brahminical qualifications

mentioned in Bhagavad-gita?

(9) What is a brahma-bandhu?

(10) Why is it regrettable that persons with-
out brahminical qualifications comment
on the Vedic literature?
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3 g § WEH S amsista

foe SRt T FEIfeAT

prajapatih sa bhagavan
rucis tasyam ajijanat

mithunarm brahma-varcasvi
paramena samadhina

| prajapatih—one who is entrusted with begetting children;

sah—he; bhagavan—the most opulent; rucih—the great
sage Ruci; tasyam—in her: ajijanat—gave birth; mithunam—
couple; brahma-varcasvi—spiritually very much powerful;
paramena—with great strength; samadhina—in trance.

Ruci, who was very powerful in his brahminical qualifica-
tions and was appointed one of the progenitors of the liv-
ing entities, begot one son and one daughter by his wife,
Akuti.

PURPORT: The word brahma-varcasvi is very significant.
Ruci was a brahmana, and he executed the brahminical
duties very rigidly. @ As stated in Bhagavad-gita, the brah-
minical qualifications are control of the senses, control of
the mind, cleanliness within and without, development of
spiritual and material knowledge, simplicity, truthfulness,
faith in the Supreme Personality of Godhead, ete. There
are many qualities which indicate a brahminical personal-
ity, and it is understood that Ruci followed all the brahmin-
ical principles rigidly. Therefore he is specifically mentioned
as brahma-varcasvi.

One who is born of a bralmana father but does not act
as a brahmana is called, in Vedic language, a brahma-
bandhu, and 1s calculated to be on the level of siidras and
women. Thus in the Bhagavatam we find that Mahabharata
was specifically compiled by Vyasadeva for stri-sidra-
brahma-bandhu. Stri means women, stidra means the lower
class of civilized human society, and € brahma-bandhu

| means persons who are born in the families of brahmana
| but do not follow the rules and regulations carefully. All of
| these three classes are called less intelligent; they have no
| access to the study of the Vedas, which are specifically meant
| for persons who have acquired the brahminical qualifica-
| tions. This restriction is based not upon any sectarian dis-

tinction but upon qualification. The Vedic literatures cannot
be understood unless one has developed the brahminical
qualifications. ) It is regrettable, therefore, that persons
who have no brahminical qualifications and have never been
trained under a bona fide spiritual master nevertheless com-
ment on Vedic literatures like the Srimad- Bhagavatam and
other Puranas, for such persons cannot deliver their real
message. Ruci was considered a first-class brahmana; there-
fore he is mentioned here as brahma-varcasvi, one who had
full prowess in brahminical strength.

[continued in the next issue]



FACING OUR REALITY
(continued from page 19)

to Krsna. How we achieve that goal
does not necessarily mean kicking off
everything else, but learning how to use
everything for Krsna. “According to
the opinion of devotees, constant re-
membrance of the Supreme Lord is
called samadhi, or trance. If one is con-
stantly in trance there is no possibility
of his being attacked or even touched
by the modes of material nature. As
soon as one is free from the contami-
nation of the three material modes, he
no longer has to take birth to transmi-
grate from one form to another in this
material world.” (Srimad—b’hﬁgﬂ vatam
3.33.27, Purport)

Srila Prabhupada never empha-
sized that pure Krsna consciousness
was beyond our reach. Rather, he en-
couraged us that it was attainable.

THE PRICE OF PURITY

Of course, there is a price. In a lecture
Srila Prabhupada gave on March 13,
1974,in Vrndavana, he discussed Ripa
Gosvami’s statement that if pure love
of Godhead is available in the market,
we should purchase it without delay:

Tatra laulyam ekalam miilyam. Rupa
Gosvami advised, krsna-bhakti-rasa-
bhavita matim kriyatar yadi kuto "pi
labhyate. He advises that “Krsna con-
sciousness, if it is available, you pur-
chase. You purchase anywhere it is
available.” That is Caitanya Maha-
prabhu’s advice, that one should be
cager to purchase this Krsna con-
sciousness at any price. Generally, we
think price means some, in terms of
money, monetary transaction, say,
hundred pounds or two hundred
pounds or millions of pounds, billions
of pounds, like that. The price is dif-
ferent. Here Riipa Gosvami says,
“You purchase at any price.” But
what is that price? . . . Laulyam,
eagerness. That is the price. That is
the only qualification. You must be
very, very eager to see the lotus feet
of Krspa in this very life. You must
be very eager to talk with Krsna
in this very life. But not to become
sahajiva [sentimentalist]. By ser-
vice. Krsna talks with the devotee,
but not with the nondevotee. He
says in the Bhagavad-gita, tesam
satata yuktanam bhajatam [priti-
plirvakam]. Only persons who are

always engaged in Krsna’'s service,
who have no other business. Satata.
Satata means twenty-four hours. He
has no other business. . . . And
bhajatam. Bhajatam means in ser-
vice. You must find out always some
opportunity how to render service to
Krsna. That is the qualification. It
doesn’t matter what you are. You
may be this or that. It doesn’t mat-
ter. But this eagerness for service can
be acquired by anyone simply by sin-
cerity. That is the price.

Prabhupada’s words are practical.
If he had said we should think of Krsna
at every second and never cease serv-
ing Him, never have separate interest,
it would have sounded impossible for
us. Rather, Prabhupada emphasizes
practical service. By absorbing our-
selves in the details of our activities,

| and remembering for whom we are

performing them, we can become fixed
in Krsna consciousness throughout the

NG
0!

day. Prabhupada was expert at teach-
ing an active form of self-realization.
I remember when 1 was younger
and serving as the temple president
in Boston. Although we may not have
been inwardly meditating on Krsna
or even free of material desires, we
worked to the point of exhaustion to
serve Prabhupada’s mission. Our lives
were so demanding that there was no
time to think of ourselves. We could
barely keep up with the workload. If
later,however, we found ourselves un-
able to maintain that pace, we had to
find other ways to be Krsna conscious.

OPEN-MINDEDNESS

Another point Prabhupada empha-
sizes is expressed in the purport to
Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.21.33:

The question may be raised that
since the Lord is supposed to be

A New
BBT/BTG
- Website

Back to Godhead and the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust Interna-
tional are bringing you a new website where you’ll find ev-
erything about Krsna. We're creating hundreds of pages of
new art, interactive experiences, and information about

Krsna consciousness.

Log on now to www.krishna.com. Register to get regular
news of progress and the launch date and to claim your
forwarding e-mail address: yourname@krishna.com.

Want to help? Use your skills to take part in this important
project by logging on to www.backtogodhead.com. See how
you can help from your own home through our VirtualSeva

network.

(Like BTG’s current site, the new combined site

will be called krishna.com.)
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It is important to be able to hear that voice within
ourselves that tells us whether or not what we are doing
is healthy for our devotional development.

worshiped by great demigods like
Lord Brahma, Lord Siva, and others,
how can an ordinary human being
on this planet serve Him? This is
clearly explained by Prthu Maha-
raja by the use of the word yathadhi-
kara, “according to one’s ability.” If
one sincerely executes his occupa-
tional duty, that will be sufficient.
One does not need to become like
Lord Brahma, Lord giva, Indra,
Lord Caitanya, or Ramanujacarya,
whose capabilities are certainly
above ours. Even a Sidra [laborer],
who is in the lowest stage of life ac-
cording to the material qualities,
can achieve the same success. Any-
one can become successful in devo-
tional service provided he displays
no duplicity. It is explained here that
one must be very frank and open-
minded, amayinah. To be situated in
a lower status of life is not a disqua-
lification for success in devotional
service.

Being frank means admitting to |

Krsna that we cannot do what He is
asking of us; we are simply not pure
enough, not surrendered enough, to do
only what He wants without any self-
interest attached. Being open-minded
means expressing distress at our own
condition. We want to be Krsna's devo-
tee, but we cannot become devotees
without His help.

Srila Prabhupada continues: “The
only qualification is that whether one
is a brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya, or
Sitdra, he must be open, frank, and free
from reservations. Then, by perform-
ing his particular occupational duty
under the guidance of a proper spiri-

tual master, he can achieve the highest |

success in life.”
After admitting to Krsna that we
cannot be perfect devotees, we don’t

say, “Therefore I won’t do anything.” |

Rather, we say, “This is what I can do.
can offer my occupational duty and beg
You to accept it.”

FINDING THE BALANCE

The first question ISKCON devo-
tees often ask on this topic is how to
find the balance between being guided
by authority and self-determination.
We have to follow a process of trial and
error. One model is to surrender to a
temple authority and to trust that he
will guide us. Of course, a temple au-
thority will naturally guide us accord-

| ing to the needs of the mission, some-

times at the expense of our own needs.
Sometimes, also, such leaders disap-
point us in real ways and we may find
ourselves becoming bitter and moving
toward another extreme: complete self-
reliance.

By trial and error we will find the
right formula for ourselves. We may try
to follow someone’s advice and see
whether it works for us. If it doesn’t
work, or works only partially to in-
crease our Krsna consciousness, then
we may need to find some adjustment.
[t is important, therefore, to develop a
strong sense of conscience, and to be
able to hear that voice within ourselves
that tells us whether or not what we
are doing is healthy for our devotional
development. To acquire that con-
science takes time and maturity.

Often our uncertainty about what
we are doing stems from a misconcep-

tion of what Krsna consciousness is |

about. In earlier years, I felt consis-
tently dissatisfied regardless of what [
was doing. If I was out preaching, I
thought I should be doing more man-
agement. If I was managing, I felt I
should be out preaching. At one point,
a Godbrother pointed out to me how
I never seemed to be satisfied, and he
was right. Such restlessness is a sign
of immature understanding. Perhaps
we imagine that in the perfect state we
will always feel completely clated—
moment-to-moment ecstasy—about
what we want to do. But the reality is
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that even when we choose the best situ-
ation we can imagine for ourselves,
there are still difficulties. Even Prabhu-
pada faced obstacles in his preaching,
although he never doubted his mission.
At such times, we have to continue in
our service and wait out the dissatis-
faction.

Ultimately, as we grow up in Krsna
consciousness we will begin to be con-
vinced that what we are doing is our
best offering at the moment, and we
will not be so dependent on outside
validation. It's so wonderful to see
devotees who feel this conviction in
their services and in their Krsna con-
sciousness. Such devotees are very for-
tunate, and we see that they have struck
their balance by the fact that they lose
interest in developing a wide variety
of skills, they are no longer restless, and
they are fixed in their activities. Despite
financial or other worries, they tend to
understand that they are dependent on
Krsna and to let go of those concerns.

There is no one way for all devo-
tees to find such balance, but each of
us must strive for it. It is not necessar-
ily unhealthy to churn up our own his-
tories in order to understand where
we have been and where we would like
to go in our attempt to surrender to
Krsna. And in the meantime, we should
be careful not to change the philoso-
phy or resent the principles just be-
cause we may not be able to follow
them. We should feel ourselves fallen
and pray to Krsna for His support.

EARLY TRAINING

One problem is that young devo-
tees, especially, are not always sure just
what their own propensities are. In
such cases, it is healthy for a devotee
to try to become a blank slate and to
receive training in the temples in what
the institution describes as complete
surrender. That will form the founda-



tion for later personal development.
Those early days in the temple are a
time of intense study and practice.
Just as a college student studies more
during his college years than at any
other time in his life, so a devotee
moving into the temple can take good
advantage of the intense training. At
the least, this will give a devotee the
opportunity to theoretically under-
stand Krsna’s instructions, and doing
the needful according to the mission’s
demands may even reveal his own
nature to him. Personal service propen-
sities are revealed more as a person
matures.

Ultimately, we have to find out how
to care for our own souls and offer
them to Krsna. Because trusting our-
selves completely is a risky proposal,
we submit ourselves to the spiritual
master and the Vaisnavas. We should
have friends who will sympathize with
our level of advancement and who can
both listen to us and advise us in ways
that preclude judgment. Itis a delicate
matter to decide what it is Krsna is ask-

ing of us, and it takes both prayer and |

support. Sometimes the signs are clear
and sometimes they are not. Whatever
we decide, however, it should carry the
charge of spiritual reality and be free
of stereotyped conceptions of what
devotional service is.

As we are going through this pro-
cess, we should check our spiritual vi-
tal signs. Just as a doctor will check our
vital signs regardless of our complaint,
to ascertain the general state of health,
so we should check our spiritual vital
signs: Are we feeling enthusiastic to
serve Krsna? Do we have a taste for
krsna-katha, topics about Krsna? Do
we want to associate with devotees?
Are we aspiring for pure chanting? By
checking these symptoms we will know
whether we are proceeding on the right
path.

As we progress, we should work as
much with the realistic as with the

idealistic. That is, we may not always |

know exactly what Krsna wants us to
do, and even if we knew, we may not
always be able to do it. Therefore, we
can simply go on using our God-given
intelligence to give everything we can
to Krsna.

Prabhupada assures us that it
doesn’t matter what we are as long

as we are serving Krsna. Devotional
service is not a hobby but a full-time
engagement. We can see it as a mys-
terious, esoteric process, or we can
follow Prabhupada’s down-to-earth
instruction to engage always in ser-
vice while thinking of the person to
whom it is being offered.

With Prabhupada’s emphasis on
service, it behooves us to discover

ourselves to it. €2

Prabhupada.

our personal vocation—that thing we
can really do for Krsna—and dedicate

Satsvaripa Dasa Goswami, one of Srila
Prabhupada’s first disciples, is a former
editor of BTG and the author of many
books on Krsna consciousness, includ-
ing a six-volume biography of Srila

BACK TO GODHEAD

CORRESPONDENCE
COURSE

Gain transcendental knowledge with a guided, in-depth study of the
writings and teachings of Lord Krsna’s pure devotee, at your own pace
and in your own home.

The course includes a Bhagavad-gita, a lesson binder, and a per-
sonal review of your work by qualified brahmana teachers. You may
choose to conduct your studies via e-mail, regular post, or fax.

Upon successful completion of your study, you will receive a
Course Certificate from Back to Godhead.

Bhagavad-gita As It Is

NEW COURSE, LOWER PRICE!—18 lessons, $99

To enroll, send check or money order to: Back to Godhead Corre-
spondence Courses, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA

For further information, visit our website at: www.krishna.com/
courses.htm, or call the BTG Editorial Offices at (386) 462-7794.

“In this world there is nothing so sublime
and pure as transcendental knowledge.”
—Bhagavad-gita 4.38

#Includes all shipping costs—and a free vinyl Bhagavad-gital
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Destiny and E

LOOK ON WITH dismay
as the tow truck drives
away with the wreck that
used to be our car.
“It’s all right,” my wife
tries to console me. “Probab-
Hme :
I consider her words. She
ust mangled our car by
it into the rear end of
seems quite
iny take re-
her actions. I
really bad
a, or just bad driving.
Are we simply pupp
1?—111ipula

What exactly is the in-
between destiny and

le to get his doubts
withoritativel

uni inquires,
rd, which is superior:
“one’s own exertion
10ubts on

conundrum of predestina-
free will. In re
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ndeavor

Are we simply puppets,
helplessly manipulated by the
strings of our past activities?

by Bhayahari Dasa

the course of one’s life. He
gives the example of a
farmer, whose crop depends
on three factors: planting,
rain, and time. Planting rep-
resents effort, and rain rep-
resents fate. If the farmer
plants but there’s no rain,
he’ll have no crop. And if it
rains but he hasn’t planted,
he’ll have no crop. Both
fate and effort are required,
as is time.

If we act properly and
perform pious activities, we
are awarded good fortune,
and if we act sinfully, we
have to suffer. Over time,
good fate manifests as situ-
ations favorable to our
endeavor and bad fate as
unfavorable situations.
Destiny may even give us
enjoyment or suffering
without much endeavor.
Winning a lottery, being
born in a rich family, or dis-
eased body are examples
of this.

The relationship be-
tween endeavor and destiny
seems quite straightfor-
ward, at least conceptually.
By our endeavor we create

The story of King Nrga
illustrates the intricacies
of action and reaction.
Even though he gave in
charity with good inten-
tions, other factors
influenced the result
and led to his birth as a
lizard. He was eventu-
ally rescued from that
abominable birth by
Lord Krsna.

Painting by Bharadvija Dasa
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Ultimately, our endeavor shapes our destiny,
and that is why the scriptures give us so many guidelines
about what to do and what not to do.

create our destiny: We reap what we
sow. But not so apparent is the reverse,
the relationship between destiny and
endeavor, which started me on this
train of thought. If we are fated to en-
joy or suffer, will our efforts somehow

lead us down a predestined path? Are |

all our activities completely bound by
the dictates of destiny, or do we have
free will?

Sri Krsna explains the effect of des-
tiny in the Bhagavad-gita (15.15). The
Lord says, “I am seated in everyone’s
heart, and from Me come remem-
brance, knowledge, and forgetfulness.”
Later (18.61) Krsna reiterates: “The
Supreme Lord is situated in everyone’s
heart, O Arjuna, and is directing the
wanderings of all living entities, who
are seated as on a machine, made of
the material energy.” In his purport
Srila Prabhupada elaborates: “After
changing bodies, the living entity for-
gets his past deeds, but the Supersoul,
as the knower of the past, present, and
future, remains the witness of all his
activities. Therefore all the activities of
living entities are directed by this
Supersoul. The living entity gets what
he deserves.”

According to our past activities, re-
membrance and forgetfulness are sup-
plied to us and are revealed as our
propensities, desires, and aspirations.
What we ultimately get is a combina-
tion of what we desire and what we
deserve. For instance, many people
would like to be millionaires, but only
a few will work toward the goal, and
only a small fraction of them will ac-
tually achieve it. On the other hand,
some people are born to inherit wealth
without any endeavor. Performing pi-
ous activities is like making a deposit

into the karma-account: When the de- |

posit matures, one may withdraw it
and enjoy it. So one who desires to
be wealthy and has enough pious cred-

its may be born wealthy, another with
fewer credits may have to work for it,
and yet another with insufficient cred-
its may not achieve it despite hard
work.

Destiny sets the stage for us to per-
form our activities. A cow tethered to
a post is free to move only as far as
the rope will go. Similarly, the scope of
our present endeavors depends on
our past activities. A person born in a
rich family is offered greater opportu-
nity and freedom than one in a poor
family. An extreme example is the ani-
mal or plant forms of life, which a soul
gets as a severe reaction to past sinful
activities. Here the living entity has
practically no free will and simply acts
out the acquired modes of material na-
ture. That is why the human form of
life is considered so special. Only in this
form does the soul have some degree
of freedom to shape its destiny. But
with free will also comes accountabil-
ity, which is why only in the human
form does one accrue good or bad
karma. The law of karma does not ap-
ply to animal or plant life, where the
soul’s promotion to higher life forms
is automatic.

Even though being in an accident,
suffering from a disease, being poor,
being rich, and so on, are all predes-
tined, that does not mean we can now
start driving negligently, ignore our
health, and stop taking care of our-

selves. Let’s assume we do start driv- |

ing negligently. The law of karma
dictates that this irresponsible action
will yield an undesirable reaction. It
may be an accident, or it may be some-
thing else. But it will come.

The law of karma is so complex that
conclusively determining the precise
outcomes of our activities is impossi-
ble. Ultimately, our endeavor shapes
our destiny, and that is why the scrip-
tures give us so many guidelines about
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what to do and what not to do.

The scriptures also warn us that
understanding the law of karma should
not make us callous to the suffering
of others. The soul is intrinsically com-
passionate, and even though people
are suffering as a result of their past
actions, the scriptures enjoin us to per-
form the pious activities of giving in
charity and helping the distressed.

CHANGING OUR KARMA

An important point to understand
is that the reactions to our prior activi-
ties can be altered. There are two pro-
cesses for this. The first is prayascitia,
or atonement, and the second is devo-
tional service.

The Vedic way of life prescribes
atonement for sinful activities. With
atonement, a person voluntarily ac-
cepts some penance to offset the reac-
tions to previous sinful activities. It is
like a criminal voluntarily surrender-
ing in exchange for a lighter sentence.
But atonement is like trying to relieve
the symptoms rather than cure the
disease. One reaction to sinful activi-
ties is a desire to commit more activi-
ties that are sinful. While atonement
may soften the suffering from past
sins, it does not lessen the stockpile of
desires that motivate one to commit
such activities. That is why Sukadeva
Gosvami says (Srimad-Bhagavatam
6.1.11), “Persons who subject them-
selves to the rules and regulations of
atonement are not at all intelligent.”

Furthermore, pious activities con-
dition one to the resultant enjoyment
and thus provide the motivation to
perform more activities that are pi-
ous. Since a soul is forced to accept a
material body to live out these reac-
tions, the self-perpetuating reactions
of any endeavor bind one to the cycle
of birth and death.



In Bhagavad-gita Sri Krsna offers |

a way out. While Krsna concedes that
“One cannot even maintain one’s
physical body without work,” He goes
on to explain that by abandoning at-
tachment to the results of one’s acti-
vities, one becomes free of karmic re-
actions. Such a person is satisfied by
gain that comes of its own accord, is
undisturbed by success and failure,
and is never entangled although per-
forming actions. For such a person
the cycle of karma ceases. In verse
18.66 Sri Krsna emphatically states,

“Abandon all varieties of religion and
just surrender unto Me. I shall deli-
ver you from all sinful reactions. Do
not fear.” It is important to note that
Sri Krsna is recommending that one
abandon all varieties of religion, in-
cluding pious activities, since such
activities will also bind one to the
material world.

While activities performed in the
mood of detachment do not have any
reactions, devotional service, per-
formed only for the pleasure of the
Lord, goes one step further. It not only

The Intricacies of Endeavor, fate, and Time

ENDEAVOR IS activity per-
formed in various circumstances.
Even with the guidance of scrip-
ture, determining conclusively
what is pious and what is not is
difficult, because of considera-
tions such as time, place, circum-
stance, and the consciousness of
the doer. For instance, the
Srim(:d—BhégnVﬂfam relates the
story of a king named Nrga who
would give countless cows to
brahmanas in charity. Once,
without the king's knowledge,
one of the cows he had already
given in charity wandered back
and was given to another brah-
mana. Since King Nrga was now
guilty of misappropriating the
property of a brahmana, albeit
unknowingly, he had to suffer
for a long time in the body of a
lizard. So seemingly pious activi-
ties done with the best of inten-
tions may by circumstance
become impious.

Fate, or destiny, is the enjoy-
ment or suffering in store for us
as the result of our past actions.
The Bhagavad-gita states that by
performing pious activities one
may get promoted to heavenly
planets and live a long life of
opulence there. But as it is diffi-
cult to always determine
whether an activity is pious or
not, it 1s more difficult to deter-
mine the precise results of an
activity. While general indica-

tions are given in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam and in the sections
of Vedas that deal with fruitive
activities (called karma-kanda),
predicting the exact outcome of
activities is almost impossible.
Destiny and endeavor are
linked by a third factor: time.
Some actions may yield instant
reactions, while the results of
others may come after several
lifetimes. For instance, if I were
to punch someone, the reaction
would be swift and immediate.
But if I were to criticize someone
secretly, the reaction would be
delayed. In Bhakti-rasamrta-
sindhu Srila Ripa Gosvami
classifies reactions as already
manifest (prarabdha) and wait-
ing to manifest (aprarabdha).
Some people may perform many
pious activities and continue to
suffer, while others may be per-
forming sinful activities with ap-
parent impunity. Looking at
them we can understand that one
reason for this is the factor of
time, which separates them from
the results of their activities.
One can compare the law of
karma to a giant computer that
constantly creates situations for
us by analyzing our past activi-
ties and time. How we act in
those situations becomes a part
of the ongoing computation for
the future, and in this way the
cycle of karma goes on eternally.
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stops the cycle of karma;it relieves one
from one’s due distress and eradicates
the unmanifest desires in various stages
of maturity. In Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu
(1.1.17), Rupa Gosvami describes de-
votional service, or bhakii, as klesaghni
subhada, which means that if one takes
to devotional service, all kinds of un-
necessary labor and material distress
cease entirely and one achieves all
good fortune.

In Srimad- Bhagavatam (11.14.19)
Krsna explains: “Just as a blazing fire
turns firewood into ashes, devotion
unto Me completely burns to ashes sins
committed by My devotees.” The con-
clusion is that one should not strive too
hard for mundane things that may
come of their own accord and bind one
to material existence, but rather use
cne’s valuable time in the service of
the Lord.

SHARING THE BLAME

A couple of weeks later, our car is
back from the repair shop, more or less

| restored to its old glory, and I think I

now have a better insight into the event
that started me thinking about these
points. My wife’s accident was predes-
tined, a result of some past sinful ac-
tivity she committed. Or maybe the
accident was an immediate reaction to
negligent driving.

I explain this to her one day during
another drive.

“So ultimately it’s my fault?” she
asks.

“I guess so,” I reply.

“Well, you had to take the car for
repair, pay for the damages, and so on,
right?”

“Yes,” I say.

“So you suffered too—which means
it was also a reaction to your sinful ac-
tivities. So in that sense, it’s your fault
too,” she concludes triumphantly.

“I guess you're right,” I reply, “but
please watch out for that truck!”

Bhayahari Dasa, a disciple of His Ho-
liness Romapada Swami, lives in Gai-
thersburg, Maryland, with his wife,
Indulehka Devi Dasi, and their seven-
vear-old son, Dhruv. He works in infor-
mation technology and can be reached
at mail@iskecondc.org.
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OUR MISSION

(continued from page 15)

living entities. But although we are
very intimately connected with Krsna,
somehow or other we are now separat-
ed by contact of material nature. So we
have practically forgotten that we are
part and parcel of Krsna. Actually, that
is a fact, but the living being forgets.
Just as a rich man’s son—somehow
or other, he has forgotten his father,
and he’s loitering in the streets like a
poor man. But actually, that is not his
position. He has forgotten, simply.

So this Krsna consciousness move-
ment means we are trying to invoke
that original consciousness that the liv-
ing being is part and parcel of Krsna.
Why should he remain in this material
world and suffer the threefold miser-
ies? So we want to revive our original
consciousness. The original conscious-
ness is Krsna consciousness. Just like a

| orders given you by your spiritual mas-

man born of a lord’s family—his title |

should be that of the lord’s family, but
unfortunately, forgetting his own home,
he’s accepting some menial title. So our
whole Vedic literature is meant for that
purpose, to revive everyone'’s original
consciousness. Aham brahmasmi—*1
am spirit.”

Interviewer: You came, sir, to this coun-

try in 1965, as [ said, on instructions or

ter. By the way, who was your spiritual
master?

Srila Prabhupada: My spiritual master
was Om Visnupada Paramahamsa
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami
Prabhupada.

Interviewer: Now, in this line of suc-
cession that we were talking about ear-
lier—this disciplic line which goes way
back, all the way back to Krsna Him-
self, right?—was your spiritual master
the previous one before you?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. The disciplic
succession has been coming from
Krsna over the past five thousand
years.

Interviewer: Is your spiritual master
still alive?

Srila Prabhupada: He passed away in
1936.

Interviewer: So you are, at this par-
ticular time, then, sort of the world
head of this movement? Would that
be correct?

| Srila Prabhupada: I have got many

Godbrothers, but I was particularly
ordered to do this, from the very be-
ginning of my association with my spiri-

tual master. So I am trying to please

my spiritual master. That’s all.
Interviewer: Now, you were sent to

this country, to the United States of

Bhaktivedanta Gurukula
& International School

A CHALLENGE FOR BODY, MIND, & SOUL

Residential and day school for boys.
Standards / Grades |10
* Vaisnava Studies and Way of Life
* Primary and Secondary ICSE Academic Curriculum
and Cambridge Assessments
* Music, Drama, Sports, Festivals, Tours

Now accepting applications
for the school year beginning July 2002

Bhaktivedanta Gurukula and International School
Raman Reti,Vrindavan, UP 281 | 24, India
bgis@pamho.net *« +91 (565) 540697 / 540206
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America. This is your territory. Is that
correct?

Srila Prabhupada: Hmm. “My terri-
tory.” What my spiritual master said
was, “You go and speak this philoso-
phy to the English-knowing public.”
Interviewer: To the English-speaking
world?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. And especially
to the Western world. Yes. He told me
like that.

Interviewer: When you came, sir, to this
country, you did not come to a part of
the world where religion as such was
lacking. In the United States of Ameri-
ca we have many religions, and I think
a great majority of people in this coun-
try like to believe that they are reli-
gious—people who believe in God, you
know, who devote themselves to some
form of religious expression. And I
wonder what your thinking was. What
did you think that you could add to the
already living religious expression in
this country by coming here and add-
ing your own philosophy to it?

Srila Prabhupada: When I first came to
your country, I was guest of an Indian
friend at Butler.

Interviewer: In Pennsylvania?

Srila Prabhupada: Pennsylvania. So
although it was a small county, I was
very much engladdened that there

| were so many churches.

Interviewer: So many churches? Yes,
yes.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, so many chur-
ches. And I spoke in many of the
churches there. My host arranged for
that. So I did not come here with the
purpose of defeating some religious
process. That was not my purpose. Our
mission is—Lord Caitanya’s mission
is—to teach everyone how to love God.
That'’s all.

Interviewer: But in what way, sir, may
I ask—in what way did you think, and
do you think right now, that the teach-
ing of the love of God which you are
doing is different and perhaps better
than the teachings of the love of God
which already were being conducted in
this country, and have been conducted
in the Western world for centuries?
Srila Prabhupada: We are following
in the footsteps of Lord Caitanya.
He’s accepted by us according to the
authority of the Vedic literature. He is
personally Krsna. e}



Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare

PRONUNCIATION: ha-ray, krish-na, ra-ma (rhymes with “drama”)



SPIRITUAL PLACES

DAKOR

Home of Krsna the Deserter

Here Lord Krsna is worshiped for an act that would
taint the reputation of others but serves only to increase
His fame and His devotees’ love for Him.

Text by Bhakti Vikasa Swami ¢ Photos by Ramanuja Dasa

AKOR IS FAMOUS through-
out Gujarat, India, for a deity

of Lord Krsna named Ranchor
Raya. Ranchor (rana-cora) means
“one who flees from battle™ or, more
simply, “deserter,” and raya (from raja)
designates a king or a respected per-
son. Krsna gained fame as Ranchor
Raya when He fled a battle, apparently
out of fear. Actually, He wanted to
prevent needless killing and attend to

His pastime of kidnapping Rukmini,
His first wife. Krsna’s fleeing the battle
is especially glorified by devotees in

Gujarat because it marked Krsna’s tak- |
ing up residence in Dwarka (Dvaraka), |

in Gujarat.
Nowadays the deity Ranchor Raya

makes Dakor almost as much es- |

teemed in Gujarat as the nationally
famous Dwarka, Lord Krsna’s capital
city. But Dakor is visited mostly by
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Gujaratis, as evidenced by the signs: all
in Gujarati. (The signs in Dwarka or
other nationally famous holy places are
in Hindi and English as well as regional
scripts.)

We drove to Dakor in early Janu-
ary through countrysides rich with ba-
nana trees, castor planls, and cotton.
Our trip had an auspicious beginning:
As we left our ISKCON center in
Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat,a gentle-



The temple of Ranchor
Raya, built in A.D. 1772,
attracts pilgrims from
throughout Gujarat. At
far left, a group just
arriving in Dakor rushes
for a long-awaited e
audience with Lord ; ; o o 2T
Ranchor Raya (left). - y ¥




X Getti“? Two village women sport
' bright yellow saris (below) for
° T0 Dﬂkﬂr ¢ their visit to Ranchor Raya.

o) aiplzflhl i Just outside the temple (right),
& garlands of fragrant flowers
& are available for offering to

X the Lord.

.“ opbawr INDIA

Dwarka

® Mumbai

FceEiedie is a short
bus ride from

Baroda or Ah-
medabad, cities

well linked by
plane, train, and
bus with other ma-
jor Indian cities. You
can go to Baroda, Ahmedabad,
Anand, or Vallabh Vidyanagar
—in all these places there are
ISKCON centers—and get
buses to Dakor. By bus it takes
one and a half hours to go to
Dakor from Ahmedabad or
Baroda, and less from Anand
or Vallabh Vidyanagar.

Devotees wishing to have
darsana of Rancor Raya may
visit ISKCON’s center in Ba-
roda. Devotees there can guide
you on how to go to Dakor and
what to do while there.

Accommodations in Dakor:
Dharmashalas (simple, inex-
pensive rooms for pilgrims) are
available, but most people
don’t stay overnight.

Trivandram
.

man coming from Dakor arrived and
gave us the prasadam of Ranchor
Raya.

Gujaratis visiting and living in
Dakor warmly welcomed us, because
all over Gujarat people recognize
ISKCON devotees. Our group in-
cluded two devotees from the former
Yugoslavia, one from Poland, an
American, a Gujarati, and me, a
Britisher. Happy to see Western devo-
tees, many pilgrims bowed and touched
our feet or joined their palms in re-
spect. Many just greeted us with “Hare
Krsna.”
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PILGRIMS FROM
THE VILLAGES

In Dakor we couldn’t park closer

than half a kilometer from the temple |

because of the heavy traffic. Tourist
buses were coming and going, filled
with people singing bhajanas, devo-
tional songs. It was Parnima, the full-
moon day, which every month attracts
about a hundred thousand pilgrims
seeking the blessings of Ranchor Raya.
(Although Dakor is small—population
about 30,000—to handle the Parnima
crowds it has one of the longest rail-
way-station platforms in India.) Many
people vow to visit Dakor every Piirni-
ma, but crowds are especially large on
Kartika Parnima (in October/Novem-
ber)—already a particularly auspicious
day for Krsna’s devotees—because
Ranchor Raya was installed in Dakor
on that day. Many pilgrims arrive the
evening before the full-moon night so

they can attend mangala-arati, the first
worship, at 6:30 the next morning.
During the months of Kartika and
Caitra/Phalguna (approximately Feb-
ruary through April) Ranchor Raya
attracts many bhajana-mandalis—vil-
lage groups who walk to Dakor sing-
ing bhajanas. Bhajana-mandalis often

| include villagers whose forefathers for
| generations performed this monthly

pilgrimage to Dakor. Some groups
walk more than a hundred kilometers.
Some village groups—two hundred to
four hundred people—walk several
days carrying a big decorated flag, of-

| ten just a simple colored cloth with a

silver border, inscribed “Jaya Sri
Ranchor Raya!” (“All glories to the
beautiful Ranchor Raya!”) When the
bhajana-mandalis arrive in Dakor, they

| have their flag installed on the temple

spire as an offering to Ranchor Raya
and as a sign of the completion of their
pilgrimage.
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We observed one such group of vil-
lagers exuberantly singing the names
| of the Lord while dancing, jumping,
and spraying colored powders. Their
clothes and bodies multicolored, they
waited in the courtyard to give their
flag to the priests. Then they entered
the temple, and by the time they ex-
ited, their flag had been hoisted. They
stood and looked up with great devo-
tion to see their flag atop the temple.
Flags from other village groups kept
coming, one after another. When one
flag went up, another came down. A
flag is sometimes raised only a minute
and then taken down. But that is
enough; the pilgrims are satisfied that
their offering has been made to
Ranchor Raya.

We expected to interview a few
people, but it turned out that many
people practically interviewed us:
“Where are you from? How do you
like Ranchor Raya?” The first people
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In a lake behind the temple
(above), a walkway takes

head and face (right).

we spoke with were several young
men who own a tailoring shop in Ah-
medabad, eighty kilometers away.
They've been coming to Dakor on foot
every Piurnima for the last six years.
T'heir journey takes them two days.
They stay overnight, then take a bus
back.

Stawa Bhagat came to Dakor from

least once a year for the last six years.

“I don’t want anything,” he said.
“I’'m not coming for any material rea-
son. I just want to have the Lord’s
darsana [audience].”

I asked him how he feels here

“I become so ecstatic with feelings
for the Lord,” he replied, “that no bad
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Dakor Pastimes

by Jaya Damodara Dasa

IN THE TIMES of the Mahabhar-
ata, the Dakor area was a pleasant
jungle rich with streams and lakes.
Danka Rsi was one of several
sages residing in ashrams there,
and after pleasing Lord Siva he
requested him to remain in his
hermitage. Lord Siva agreed and
appeared there in his lifiga form,
still known as Dankanath Maha-
dev. Thus in ancient times Dakor
was known asDankapura.

When Lord Krsna and Bhima
went to the hermitage of Danka
Rsi, Krsna asked the sage to
request a benediction from Him.
Danka Rsi requested that Krsna,
like Lord Siva, stay in his hermit-
age permanently. Krsna promised
that after staying in Dwarka for
some time, in Kali-yuga He would
come to live in Dankapura.

Danka Rsi’s desire was even-
tually fulfilled by Bodana, a great
devotee of Krsna, in the 1200s. In
a previous birth Bodana is sup-
posed to have lived in Gokula,
where Krsna gave him the boon
to be born in Gujarat in Kali-yuga
and again have His darsana.

A rajput of Dakor, Bodana was
a staunch devotee. He grew fulasi
and traveled to Dwarka every six
months to worship Krsna with
tulasi leaves. He did this unfail-
ingly until he turned 72 and found
it difficult to continue. Seeing his
plight, Krsna appeared in his
dream and told him that on his
next visit to Dwarka he should
bring a bullock cart with him and
then He (as the deity) would

feelings can enter my heart, only good
feelings.” .

SEEING THE LORD

Above the entrances and elsewhere
around the temple are closed-circuit
TVs showing the deity, but the pilgrims
are not much interested in them. They

accompany him back to Dakor.
When Bodana arrived in
Dwarka, the priests asked him
why he had brought a cart this
time. Bodana replied that he had
come to take the deity of Lord
Krsna away. Looking at the
rickety cart, the priests didn’t
believe him, but they locked the
temple that night just in case. At
midnight, Krsna broke open the

dana’s wife to give the brahmanas
the equivalent of His weight in
gold and tell them to return to
Dwarka. The poor woman could
not afford to do so. But by a mira-
cle, the deity became as light as
her gold nosering (five grams),
which was all the gold she had. The
brahmanas were disappointed, but
the Lord mercifully told them that
after six months they would find

According to one version of the story, at one point Lord Ranchor Raya
drove the cart while the elderly Bodana rested.

doors, awoke Bodana, and told
him to take Him to Dakor.

When the brahmanas found the
deity missing, they rushed to
Dakor in pursuit. Bodana was
frightened, but Krsna told Bodana
to hide Him and meet the priests.
The priests became angry, and one
of them threw a spear at Bodana
and killed him. Bodana achieved
liberation.

Lord Krsna then directed Bo-

want to get in and see the deity as He
is. Streams of people pour in the main
gates, as others pour out the side gate.
The front gates are barricaded to al-
low people to enter in shifts. The wom-
en use a separale entrance, and once
inside they stand in front of the men,
separated by a barrier. All the pilgrims
see the deity and then go outside and

JANUARY/ FEBRUARY 2002 « BACK TO GODHEAD

an exact replica of His deity in a
well in Dwarka, which, of course,
they did.

Jaya Damodara Dasa studied at
Vallabh Vidyanagar and is now
married and lives close to the
ISKCON Baroda temple, which he
regularly visits. He assists Bhakti
Vikasa Swami in writing projects
and performs other services at
ISKCON Baroda.

circle the temple.

To have darsana of the Lord during
arati is auspicious, but the dratis last
only a few minutes, so there’s a tremen-
dous rush. The security forces inside
blow whistles to control the crowd, but
with no effect. Thousands of people
push and shove their way around one
another. No one seems to mind. The
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to place on sweets bought to be offered
to Ranchor Raya.
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dhanas, Kaowas, and Sri Gauras. The
Tapodhanas were the original residents
when Dakor was just a place in the
jungle, but they were considered ineli-
gible for temple services, so other kinds
of brahmanas were called in.

As is common in temples where
many brahmana families perform the
worship, the brahmanas take turns
serving the deity (for periods of some
weeks) and have other occupations the

A group of
pilgrims chant
and cheer with
joy (left) as they
watch their flag
rise above the
temple. A scale
is available
(below) for the
many pilgrims
who wish to
offer Ranchor
Raya a gift
equal to their
own weight.

rest of the time. Half of the temple’s
annual income is divided among the
brahmana families. The temple re-
ceives money in its collection box, by
selling prasadam, and by renting shops
and residences in a large area around
the temple.

The temple management puts the
other half of its income into three
trusts: the temple trust fund, the go-
shala (cow farm) trust fund, and the
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Thakurapura trust—a donated village
area of 1,820 acres. All the milk the
cows produce is used in the temple
kitchen. Although four hundred cows
give milk, the huge quantity of food
cooked daily (in ghee) for Ranchor
Raya requires that the temple buy
more ghee from another goshala, in
Rajkot.

Many residents of Dakor visit the
temple three times a day: at mangala-
arati, at midday (which for many means
closing their shops for a while), and in
the evening.

After spending most of the morn-

ing experiencing the bustle of the
temple on Parnima, we visited the
home of Ashok Bhai, a local merchant
our devotees have befriended. Then we
met Guha Dasa, a local ISKCON devo-
tee,who had invited us to his home for
lunch.

We returned to the temple at 5:30
in the evening. Crowds were still
around. A horse about to be used for a
temple procession looked high-strung
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This calendar is calculated for
Mayapur, West Bengal, India. The
dates, derived from a lunar calen-
dar, may vary by one day for other
locations. Consult your local Hare
Krsna temple for the exact dates
for your area.

Because the Hare Krsna move-
ment comes in disciplic line from
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the calen-
dar includes not only dates rele-
vant to all followers of the Vedic
tradition but also dates relating to
Lord Caitanya’s associates and
prominent spiritual masters in His
disciplic succession.

Month of Narayana
(December 31-January 28)

JANUARY

2—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura, the spiritual master of
Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada. Fasting till noon.

9—Saphala Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

14— Appearance anniversary of
Srila Locana Dasa Thakura, a
great devotee of Krsna known for
his Bengali devotional songs.

16—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Jiva Gosvami, one of the
six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

25—Putrada Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

Month of Madhava
(January 29-February 27)

FEBRUARY

2—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Gopala Bhatta Gosvami,
one of the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana.

CALENDAR

3—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Jayadeva Gosvami, a great
spiritual master and author of Gita-
govinda.

4—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Locana Dasa Thakura, a great
spiritual master whose Bengali
devotional songs perpetuate the
simple Krsna conscious method of
self-realization.

8—Sat-tila Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

17—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami,
one of the six Gosvamis of Vrnda-
vana. Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Tha-
kura, a Vaisnava spiritual master
and author who appeared in the
seventeenth century. Appearance
anniversary of Srimati Visnupriya
Devi, the consort of Lord Caitanya.

19— Appearance anniversary of Sri
Advaita Acarya, an incarnation of
Lord Krsna's expansion Maha-
Visnu and a close associate of Lord
Caitanya. Fasting till noon.

21—Disappearance anniversary of
gripéda Madhvacarya, a Vaisnava
philosopher and spiritual master
who appeared in the thirteenth
century.

22— Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Ramanujacarya, an eleventh-
century philosopher and spiritual
master.

24—Bhaimi Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans. Appearance
anniversary of Lord Varaha, Lord
Krsna’s boar incarnation. Fasting
till noon, feasting tomorrow.

25—Appearance anniversary of
Lord Nityananda Prabhu, a close
associate of Lord Caitanya Maha-
prabhu and an incarnation of Lord

Krsna’s elder brother, Lord Bala-
rama. Fasting till noon on Ekadasi,
feasting today.

27—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Narottama Disa Thakura, a
spiritual master in the disciplic line
from Lord Caitanya who com-
posed many devotional songs in
Bengali.

Month of Govinda
(February 28-March 28)

MARCH

3—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura, the spiritual master of
Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the Founder-Acarya
of the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness. Fasting till
noon, then feasting. Also, disap-
pearance anniversary of Sripada
Gour Govinda Swami, an
ISKCON guru.

10—Paksa-vardhini Maha-dvadasi.
Fasting from grains and beans for
Vijaya Ekadasi. Disappearance
anniversary of Srila Isvara Puri,
Lord Caitanya’s spiritual master.

12—Sri Siva Ratri, a day in honor
of Lord Siva.

15—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Jagannatha Dasa Babaji,
the great devotee in the disciplic
line from Lord Caitanya who
confirmed Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura’s discovery of Lord
Caitanya's birthplace.

25—Amalaki-vrata Ekadasi.
Fasting from grains and beans.

26—Disappearance anniversary

of Srila Madhavendra Puri, the
spiritual master of Lord Caitanya’s
spiritual master.



My Sweet George

A tribute to George Harrison from an old friend.

by Syamasundara Dasa

Los Angeles, December 2, 2001.
HIS WAS THE FIRST thing
you said to me, George,
in that winter of '68:

“I've been waiting to

meet you—where have

you been?” Well, here

[ am again, George

—and there you

are. And from that

time till now there
never was an edge
between us, so
closely have we
traveled the same
trails through

fime ...,

Picking up
where we had last
left off, in that
roomful of rock-stars,
promoters, and deliri-
ous fans, we huddled shut
off from their puzzle and
envy and yakked about the
Absolute, who you knew to be a
Person—yeah, yeah, and yeah, you
said, and who am I to be telling you that
Krsna is the Supreme Person, the All-Attractive
Person—*attracts me like no other lover”—(later you
said you had to say “she” or everyone would think you a
“poof”)—and who am I to say the way to God’s heart is
through love (you, minstrel of love to the world)? Ah,
but you must meet my master, Bhaktivedanta Swami, I
said that day. He's so wise and beautiful . ..

O Prabhupada, my beloved spiritual master! I can’t
forget how you dress yourself slowly, and keenly observe
each cloth before choosing, lifting your thread to drape on
vour shoulder while you tie and tuck your dhoti with care;
nor can I take my eyes off your pink fingers at the
buttonholes, knowing sometimes you lean forward for me
to finish off the one at the neck.

Watching you shave always had me in stitches, and the

wide intent eyes and grimaces as you
swiveled the mirror to check that
vour tilaka was straight—or
to check on a possible
loose tooth.
I remember the
soft golden flesh of
vour shoulder
and the surprising
hard tissues
below; the flow of
blue veins under
forearms, behind
knees, how they
throbbed with a
cool even pulse
as you lounged
in the sun—and
roared with power
. ,1".";; . when you danced
I 3" all day!
- = The overwhelm-
R ing beauty of your face
e and mouth, the mobile
ease and perfect lines of
cheeks and crinkles wrapping
around and punctuating another
perfect mood; your dancing eyes, now
somber, unmoving in thought—now wide
and full of mischief and glee!

Like now! Late '60s London, reclined at ease on your
embroidered bolster, both legs stretched out straight, it’s
times like this beyond all doubt I know there is a Perfect
Person, and I am seeing you, and God knows why or
how but somehow or other I'm explaining to you the
American game of baseball—or updating you on the
price of gold—or asking you to define “Being” or
“Time”—or introducing you—yes, come in, come in—to
my new friend George Harrison, who approaches you
now, bows down with his long hair flopping and with a
grin as big as yours, says Hare Krsna!

With wonder and a pleasure so deep my shoulders
tingle, I watch you two, ancient souls playing question-

Above: George Harrison with Syamasundara Dasa.
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and-answer, posing this
way and that, Prabhu-
pada popping his eyes
with delight, the Mas-
ter of Charm himself—
and George, how you
laughed and hooted at
absurd reality stripped
of mirrors and its neon
shell, drinking in like a
thirsty soldier every-
thing he said—

“Oops! Must go
now, my chariot awaits,
lunch with the queen,
poems to polish—"

“Got a lot of work
to do, Try to get a message through!”

And off you dashed to save the world, attacking ignor-
ance with your sword of satire, rescuing fallen souls from
material dungeons, and singing your love songs to Krsna:

Give me love, give me love,

Help me cope with this heavy load, you sang,
All things must pass,

Keep me free from birth,

Help me Lord,

To burn out this desire,

To love you with more feeling,

That is all I'm waiting for,

To try to love you more,

What is my life without your love?

The Lord loves the one that loves the Lord—
My Sweet Lord (Hare Krishna)

Oh My Lord (Krishna, Krishna)—

I hope to get out of this place

By the LORD SRI KRISHNA’S GRACE,
My salvation from the material world . . .

What a brave young platoon we were then, Captain
George and a handful of devotees: The chart-busting
Radha Krishna Temple!—with Prabhupada our
Commander-in-Chiel.

“What's the time now, Syémasundara‘?"

“It’s 1968, George, 1969,1970, 71,72 and 3.”

You've just phoned from Sicily to our freezing flat in
Covent Garden, to sing me long-distance a little ditty
you'd just cooked up, wondering if I thought anyone’d
like it: “Here comes the sun, here comes the sun, ah say
it’s all right now dah dah dah dah dah...”

“Yeah, George . ..”

Or walking down Regent Street, you look at me and
say, “That’s a first—more people are lookin’ at you than
me!”

How about that time in Paris, at Maxim’s Restaurant,
hounded by hordes of press-pcople, you and I sliding a
hundred miles an hour down that laundry chute in our
escape, to land in that huge pile of dirty sheets? And me
slugging and dragging paparazzi off the cobble-stoned
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1994—At Friar Park Manor, George's home at Henley-
on-Thames, Oxfordshire, England. From left: Syamasundara
Dasa; George; George’s son, Dhani; Mukunda Goswami;
Guru Dasa; and George’s business manager, Derek Taylor.

street in front of your
get-away cab . . .

Or how about those
early months at Friar
Park, crashed out in
our sleeping bags, a
hundred rooms, no
heat, no furniture. And
those early mornings
when you’d return
from an all-night ses-
sion, piling into the
kitchen (the only
warm room in the
house) with your rock-
n-roll side-men, alive
with some new tune
you'd hatched that night —*What d’ya think of this one,
Syamsundara—we call it ‘My Sweet Lord’—Hare Krsna,
IElarcliirsmalm:

Early days Friar Park when you flew the skull-and-
crossbones: You and I strapping those silly flame-throwers
on our backs and attacking the ivy, brambles, Commies
and Nazis with wild abandon . . .

Twelve cases of rubies I sent you from my mine in
India you spread on the walkway around your swimming
pool . ..

Or a couple years back when you scared the holy
bejesus out of Mukunda and me flying down that Oxford-
shire country lane at 150 miles an hour in your latest

| wonder car—*“Use my body like a car, Taking me both
| near and far, met my friends all in the material world”—

this car’s body you had decorated at great cost with
thousands and thousands of tiny Hare Krsna mantras . . .

And remember our days in Indial How delicately you
laid a tiny blossom at Lord Krsna’s feet in Vrindavan—
and then grabbed a stick to chase away the monkeys!
How you looked into my camera on that rooftop with all
the trees and parrots and bells and temples of Vrindavan
spread out below you, and said: “Still Krsna after all these
years...”

A lot of adventures, pranks, and love we shared again
this time around, George. You've always been the lucky
one. Now I pray you've won the prize of prizes: Sitting—
or singing—or dancing—or driving a fast car somewhere
with Krsna, playing with your Sweet Lord at last—and
Prabhupada nearby.

Well, drop us a line from time to time, George, give a
ring.

I only pray someday I'll be back on that trail again,
together with you and Prabhupada—I just hope it doesn’t
take so long for me to find you again, next time.

Living through a million years of crying,
Until you've learned the art of dying.

—From “Art of Dying,” 1970 3

Syamasundara Dasa, one of Prabhupada’s first disciples,

joined the Hare Krsna movement in San Francisco in 1967.
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The International Society for Krishna Consciousness

GENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

INDIA o
Agartala, Tripura — Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799 001/ Tel. (0381) 227053/ ]
Fax: (0381) 224780/ E-mail: premadata@rediffmail.com ]

Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Satellite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Crossing, 380 054/
Tel. (079) 686-1945, 1645, or -2350/ E-mail: jasomatinandan.achsp@pamho.net
Allahabad, UP — Hare Krishna Dham, 161 Kashi Raj Nagar, Baluaghat 211 003/
Tel. (0532) 405294
Bangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 'R’ Block, Chord Rd., Rajaji Nagar 560 010/
Tel. (080) 332-1956/ Fax: (080) 332-4818/ E-mail: guesthouse@iskconbangalore.org
Bangalore, Karnataka — ISKCON Sri Jagannath Mandir, No.5 Sripuram, 1st cross,
Sheshadripuram, Bangalore 560 020/ Tel. (080) 353-6867 or 226-2024 or 353-0102
Baroda, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 021/ Tel. (0265) 310630/
Fax: (0265) 331012/ E-mail: iskcon.baroda@pamho.net
Belgaum, Karnataka — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 530 006/ Tel. (0831) 436267 or 400108/
E-mail: devamrita.ms@pamho.net
Bhubaneswar, Orissa — N.H. No. 5, IRC Village, 751 015/ Tel. (0674) 553517, 533475,
or 554283/ E-mail: bhubaneswar@pamho.net
Bombay — (see Mumbai)
Calcutta — 3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. (033) 247-3757 or -6075/ Fax: (033) 247-8515
Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Oham, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ Tel. (0172) 601580 or 603232/
Chennai, TN — 59, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 600 017/ Tel. (044) 434-3266/
Fa: (044) 434-5929
Coimbatore, TN — Hare Krishna Land, 100 feet New Scheme Rd. (opp CIT), 641 014/ Tel. (0422)
826508 or -9/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@pamho.net
Dwarka, Gujarat — Bharatiya Bhavan, Devi Bhavan Rd., 361 335/ Tel. (02892) 34606/
Fax: (02892) 34319
Guntur, AP — Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509
Guwahati, Assam — Ulubari Chariali, South Sarania, 781 007/ Tel. (0361) 545963
Hanumkonda, AP — MNeeladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506 011/ Tel. (08712) 77339
Haridaspur, West Bengal — P.0. Chhaygharia, Bangaon, 24 Parganas, West Bengal 743 704/
Tel. (03215) 57856
Haridwar, UP — Prabhupada Ashram, G. House, Nai Basti, Bhimgoda, 249401
(mail: P.0. Box 4)/ Tel, (0133) 422655 or 425849
Hyderabad, AP — Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/
Tel. (040) 474-4969, 474-2018, or 657-7432/ E-mail: vedantacaitanya@rediffmail.com
Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Rd., 795 001/ Tel. (0385) 221587
Indore, Madhya Pradesh — 101 Chetak Arch, 7 MG Road/ Tel. (0731) 529665
Jaipur, Rajasthan — ISKCON, Krishna Balaram Mandir, Dholai, Opp. Vijay Path, Mansaravar,
Jaipur 302 020/ Tel. (0141) 782765/ Fax: (0141) 222273/ E-mail: iskcon@datainfosys.net
Katra, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Kalka Mata Mandir (Vashnov Mata), 182 101/
Tel. (01991) 33047
Kurukshetra, Haryana — 369 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132 118/ Tel. (01744) 22806 or 23529
Lucknow, UP — 1 Ashok Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg, 226 018
Madras — (see Chennai)
Madurai, TN — 37 Maninagaram Main Road, 625 001/ Tel. (0452) 746472
Mayapur, WB — Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham,
Dist. Nadia (mail: P.0. Box 10279, Ballyganj, Calcutta 700 019)/ Tel. (03472) 45239,
45240, or 45233/ Fax: (03472) 45238/ E-mail: mayapur.chandrodaya@pamho.net
Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133
Mumbai, Maharashtra (Bombay) — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (022) 620-6860/
Fax: (022) 620-5214/ E-mail: iskcon juhu@pamho.net; guest. house.bombay@pamho.net
Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Opposite Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Near Babulnath
Temple, Chowpatty, 400 007/ Tel. (022) 369-7228/ Fax; (022) 367-7941/
E-mail; radha-krishna.rms@pamho.net
Mumbai, Maharashira — Shrusthi Complex, Mira Rdl. (E}, opposite Royal College, Dist. Thane,
A01 107/ Tel. (022) 811-7795 or -7796/ Fax: (022) 811-8875/
E-mail: jagjivan.gkd@pamho.net
Nagpur, Maharashira — Sri Sri Radha Gopinath Mandir, 8 Shastri Layout, Ring Road, Khamla,
400 015/ Tel. (0712) 273987 or 273988/ E-mail: iskconnagpur@yahoo.com
New Delhi — Hare Krishna Hill, Sant Nagar Main Rd., East of Kailash, 110 065/
Tel. (011) 628-8816/ Fax: (011) 621-5421 or £28-0067/ E-mail: kratu.acbsp@pamho.net;
(Guesthouse) neelsunder@mantraonline.com
New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110 026/ Tel. (011) 541-0782/ Fax: (011) 621-5421
Noida, UP — B-40, Sector 56, Gautam Budha Nagar, 210 301/ Tel. (0118) 458-3464/
E-mail: iskconnoid@hotmail. com
Pandharpur, Maharashira — Hare Krishna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Sholapur,
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413 304/ Tel. (0218) 523473

Patna, Bihar — Rajendra Nagar Rd. No. 12, 800 016/ Tel. (0612) 50765

Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (0212) 667259/ E-mail; ivfpune@vsnl.com

Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuti, Swargadwar, 752 001/ Tel. (06752) 31440

Puri, Orissa — ISKCON, Bhaktivedanta Ashram, Sipasirubuli, 752 001/ Tel. (06752) 30494

Secunderabad, AP — 27 St. John's Rd., 500 026/ Tel. (040) 780-5232/ Fax: (040) 814021

Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Dist. Cachar, 788 004/ Tel. (03842) 34615

Siliguri, WB — Gitalpara, 734 406/ Tel. (0353) 426619/ Fax: (0353) 526130/ E-mail: iskcon@dte.vsnl.net.in

Sri Rangam, TN — 93 Anna Mandapam Rd., A-1 Caitanya Apartments, 620 006/ Tel. (0431) 433945

Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel. (0261) 765891, 765516, or 773386/
E-mail: surat@pamho.net

Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), Kerala — T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 695 014/
Tel. (0471) 328197/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@pamho.net

Tirupati, AP — K.T. Rd., Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel. (08574) 20114/ Fax: (08574) 30114
E-mail: revathi.raman.jps@pamho.net

Udhampur, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Ohaar Road, 162 101/ Tel, & fax (01392) 70298

Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKCON, Opposite Polytechnic, 388 121/ Tel. (02692) 30796

Varanasi, UP — ISKCON, B 27/80 Durgakund Rd., Near Durgakund Police Station, Varanasi 221 010/
Tel. (0542) 312062 or 222617

Vishakapatnam, AP — ISKCON, 7-5-108 Pandurangapuram Beach Rd., 530 003/ Tel. (0891) 528376/
E-mail: nitaisevini@hotmail.com

Vrindavan, UP — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathura Dist.,
281124/ Tel. (0565) 540021/ Fax: (0565) 540053/ E-mail: vrindavan@pamho.net;
(Guesthouse) Tel. (0565) 540022; ramamani@sancharnet.in

Warangal, AP — Mulugu Rd., Ayappa Pidipally, 506 007/ Tel, (08712) 426182

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Ahmedabad District, Gujarat (Hare Krishna Farm) — Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)

Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj

Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dist. Gadhachirali, 442 603/ Tel. (0218) 623473

Hyderabad, AP {New Naimisaranya Farm) — P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tg., B.R. Dist., 501 401/
Tel. (040) 4742018

Indore, MP (Krishna-Balarama Mandir) — Hare Krishna Vihar, Nipania Village/ Tel. (731) 572794

Karnataka (Bhaktivedanta Eco-Village) — Nagodi P.0., Vollur Valley, Hosanagar Talug, Shivmoga
District, 577 425 (mail: Garuda Guha, Kellur, D.K. District, 576 220)

Mayapur, WB — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)

Surat, Gujarat — Bhaktivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surat-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur,
P. 0. Gangadhara, Dist. Surat, 394 310/ Tel. (02622) 63546

Vrindavan, UP — Vrinda Kund, Nandagaon, Dist. Mathura, U.P./ E-mail: vrinda@aol.com

OTHER COUNTRIES
Gebu, Phillipines — Hare Krishna Paradise, 231 Pagsabungan Road, Basak, Mandaue City/
Tel. +63 (032) 345-3590
Chittagong, Bangladesh — Caitanya Cultural Society, 23 Nandan Kanan, N.N. Paul Blvd./
Tel. + 88 (031) 610822
CGolombo, Sri Lanka — 186 New Chetty St Colombo 13/ Tel. +94 {01) 433325/ E-mail: iskcon@slt.Ik
Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak St., Banagram, 1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 236249/
Fax: (02) 837287/ E-mail: iskcon@citechco.net
Hong Kong — 6/F Oceanview Court, 27 Chatham Road South (mail: P.0. Box 88919)/
Tel. +852 (2) 739-6818/ Fax: +852 (2) 724-2186/ E-mail: iskcon.hong.kong@pamho.net
Jakarta, Indonesia — Yayasan Radha-Govinda, P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/
Tel. +62 (021) 489-9646/ E-mail: matsyads@bogor.wasantara.net.i
Jessore, Bangladesh — Nitai Gaur Mandir, Kathakhali Bazaar P. 0., Panjia
Jessore, Bangladesh — Sri Rup-Sanatan Smiriti Tirtha Mandir, Ramshara, Magurahat P. 0., Abhaynagar
Katmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha {mail: GPO Box 3520/ Tel. +977 (01) 373790 or 373786/
Fax: +977 (01) 372976 (Attn: ISKCON)/ E-mail: iskcon@wlink.com.np
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, 58200/ Tel, +60 (03) 780-7355, -
7360, or -7369/ Fax: +60 (03) 781-1644/ E-mail: simheswara.jps@pamho.net
Mandalay, Myanmar — ISKCON Sri Krishna Temple, Gorner of 19th Thukha Street, Nanshe, Mandalay/
E-mail: sdas108@hotmail.com
Manila, Philippines — 52 Copenhagen 5t., Merville Park Subdivision, Paranaque, Metro Manila
1700/ Tel. +63 (02) 824-5247/ Fax: (02) 823-8689/ E-mail: sridam.gds@pamho.net
Myitkyina, Myanmar — ISKCON Sri Jagannath Temple, Bogyoke Street, Shansu Taung, Myitkyina,
Kachin State/ E-mail: mahanadi@mptmail.net.mm
Dsafia, Israel — P.0. Box 2232, Osafia Village 30090/ Tel. +972 (04) 839-2876
Sylhet, Bangladesh — 5ri Sri Radha-Madhava Mandir, Yugalatila, Kazal Sah Rd.
Taipei, Taiwan — Ding-zhou Lou 192, Sec. 3, Taipei 100/ Tel. +886 (02) 2365-8641/
Fax: +886 (02) 2365-3463/ E-mail: sankirtana.lok@pamho.net

Note for international phone calls: When dialing from outside the country, drop the "0 that begins most city codes (the numbers shown in parentheses). Exception:
For Russia, the number to drop is the initial “8." Telephane numbers include country codes, identifizd by a +. To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (91).
Jc New listing  # Temples with restaurants or dining e Revised listing
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e Tokyo, Japan — 4-19-6 Kamatikada Nakano, 1F Subarhu Bldg., T164-0002/
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Tel. +81 (03) 5343-9147 or 3811/ Fax: +81 (03) 5343-3812
Yogyakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 25, Babarsari YK, DIY

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Bangladesh (Kulaura) — Rangirkul Bidyashram, Kulaura, Dist. Moulvibazar/
Fax: +880 (08624) 88035
Bangladesh (Comilla) — Jagannathpur, Comilla
Bangladesh (Sri Pundarika Dhama) — Mekhla, Hathazari, Dist. Chittagong/ Tel. (031) 610822
Indonesia (Govinda Kunja) — (contact ISKCON Jakarta)
Malaysia — Jalan Sungai Manik, 36000 Teluk Intan, Perak/ Tel. +63 (032) 83254
Malaysia — (contact ISKCON Kuala Lumpur}

NORTH AMERICA
CANADA
Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth Street N.E., T2E 353/ Tel. (403) 265-3302/ Fax: (403) 547-0795
Edmonton, Alberta — 9353 35th Ave., TBE SRS/ Tel. (403) 438-9999
Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie 1X Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ Tel. & fax: (514) 521-1301/ .
E-mail: iskconmontreal@sprint.ca
Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St. £, K1N 6V4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544/ Fax: (613) 565-2575/
E-mail: iskconottawa@attcanada.net
Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Refallack St., S4T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-1640
Toronto, Ontario — 243 Avenue Rd., MSR 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415/ Fax: (416) 922-1021/
E-mail: toronto@iskcon.net
Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 5.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5J 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-9728/
Fax: (604) 431-7251/ E-mail: jaygo@direct.ca; Hare Krishna Place Bookstore & Cafe/
Tel. (604) 433-7100 or 1-888-433-8722/ E-mail: jaygo@direct.ca
RURAL COMMUNITY
Asheroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama (mail: P.0. Box 99, VOK 1A0, attn: Uttama Devi Dasi)/
Tel. (250) 453-2397/ Fax: (250) 453-2622 [attn: (250) 453-2397)/
E-mail: devadeva@wkpowerlink.com

U.S.A,

Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave, N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 378-9234/
Fax: (404) 373-3381/ E-mail; bala108@earthlink net

Austin, Texas — 10700 Jonwood Way, 78753/ Tel. (512) 835-2121/ Fax: (512) 835-8479

E-mail: harekrishna@swbell.net

Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410) 744-4069
or 719-6738/ Tel. & fax: (410) 744-1624/ E-mail: cshannon@mdo.net

Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart Street, 84705/ Tel. (510) 540-9215/ Fax: (510 841-7619/
E-mail: rasaraja@bvinst.edu

Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/
E-mail: boise_temple@yahoo.com

Boston, Massachusetls — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/
Fax: (617) 266-3744/ E-mail: premananda@juno.com

Charlotte, North Carolina — 9408-D Lexington Circle, 28213/ Tel. (704)549-4603/
E-mail: syamadasi@yahoo.com

Chicago, Hlinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., BOG26/ Tel. (773) 973-0900/ Fax: (773) 973-0526/
E-mail: chicago@iskcon.net

Columbus, Ohio — 379 W. Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/ Fax: (614) 294-0545/
E-mail; malati.achsp@pamho.net

Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330/ Fax: (214) 823-7264

Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-9052/
E-mail; naikatma.acbsp@pamho.net

Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ Fax: (313) 822-3748/
E-mail: girigovardhana@hotmail.com

Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (352) 336-4183/ Fax: (352) 379-2923/
E-mail: krishna@afn.org

Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main 5t., E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. & fax; (860) 288-7252/
E-mail: pyarimohan@aol.com

Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 595-3947/ Fax: (808) 595-3433/

Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482/ Fax: (713) 686-0669/
E-mail: mbalar@sv1.net

Kansas City, Missouri — Rupanuga Vedic College (Men's Seminary), 5201 The Paseo, 64110/
Tel. (816) 361-6167 or (800) 340-5286/ Fax: (816) 361-0509/ E-mail: info@rve.edu

Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion St., 92651/ Tel. (349) 494-7029/
E-mail: tuka108@hotmail.com

Long Island, New York — 197 S. Ocean Avenue, Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4809/
E-mail: garuda@optonline.net

Los Angeles, Galifornia — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676/ Fax: (310) 839-2715/ L
E-mail; nirantara@juno.com

Los Angeles, California — 35203526 Slauson Ave., 90043/ Tel. (323) 205-1517/
E-mail; Mr.Wisdomla@aol.com

Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia 5t., 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/
Tel. (305) 442-7218/ Fax: (305) 444-7145/ E-mail: kesavaswami@hotmail.com

New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 486-3583/
E-mail: rrk196820@cs.com

New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714/
Fax: (718) 875-6127/ E-mail: ramabhadra@aol.com
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New York, New York — 26 Second Avenue, 10003 (mail: P. 0. Box 2509, New York, NY 10009)/
Tel. (212} 420-1130/ E-mail: dayananda@msn.com

New York, New York — 114-37 Lefferts Blvd., Queens 11420/ Tel. & fax: (718) 848-9010

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600/
Fax: (215) 247-8702/ E-mail: iskconphilly@aol.com

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South St., 19146/ Tel. (215) 985-0335/
E-mail: savecows@aal.com

Phoenix, Arizona — 100 5. Weber Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel. (480) 705-4900/ Fax: (602) 705-4301/
E-mail: svgd108@yahoo.com

Portland, Oregon — 2353 SE 54th Ave., Portland, OR 97215/ Tel. (503) 236-0417/
E-mail: portland_krishna@hatmail.com

Queens, New York — 114-37 Lefferts Blvd., 11420/ Tel. & fax: (718) 848-9010/
E-mail: sunandanadas@hotmail com

St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Bivd., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085/ Fax: (314) 535-0672/
E-mail: surapala@pamho.net

San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (858) 483-2500/
Fax: (858) 483-0941/ E-mail: gandharvika@pamho.net

San Jose, California — 2990 Union Ave., 95124/ Tel. (408) 559-3197/ Fax: (408) 369-8073/
E-mail: brian.odea@gwl.com

Sealtle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. S.E., Issaquah, 98027/ Tel. (425) 391-3293/
Fax: (425) 868-8928

Spanish Fork, Utah — Krishna Temple Project & KHON Radio, 8628 S. State Rd., 84660/
Tel. (801) 798-3559/ Fax: (801) 798-9121/ E-mail: carudas@earthlink.net

Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic St., 32304/ Tel. & fax: (850) 224-3803/
E-mail: darudb@nhotmail.com

Tampa, Florida — 1205 E. Giddens Ave., 33603/ Tel. (813) 234-8841/ E-mail: krishnaram108@hotmail com

Towaco, New Jersey — 100 Jacksonville Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 109), 07082/ Tel. & fax: (973) 299-0970/
E-mail: newjersey@iskeon.net

Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ Fax: (520) 791-0908/
E-mail: dasarath@compuserve.com

Washington, D.C. — 1009 Noyes Dr., Silver Spring, MD 20910/ Tel. (301} 562-9662 or 765-8155/
Fax: (301) 765-8157

Washington, D.C. — 10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100/
Fax: (301) 209-5025/ E-mail: sri.trikalajna. mg@pamho.net

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Alachua, Florida (New Raman Reti) — 17306 N.W. 112th Blvd., 32615 (mail: P.0. Box 819, 32618)/
Tel. (386) 462-2017/ Fax: (386) 462-3468/ E-mail: alachua@pamho.net

Garriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Road, 39426/ Tel. (601) 749-9460 or 7991354/
Fax: (601) 799-2924/ Fax: (601) 799-2924/ E-mail: talavan@fnbop.com

Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — Carr. 181, Km. 16.3, Bo. Santa Rita, Gurabo
(mail: HC-01, Box 8440, Gurabo, PR 00778)/ Tel. & fax: (787) 737-4625/
E-mail: iskcon_pri@altavista.com

Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/
Tel. (919) 732-6492/ Fax: (919) 732-8033/ E-mail: bkgoswami@compuserve.com

Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindaban) — R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/
Tel. (304) 843-1600; Guest House, (304) 845-5905/ Fax: (304) 854-0023/
E-mail: newvrindaban@yahoo.com

Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel. (615) 759-6888/
Fax: (615) 759-5785

Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. & fax: (717) 527-4101/
E-mail: vrajalila@acsworld.net

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Alachua, Florida — Govinda's, 14603 Main St., 32615/ Tel. (386) 462-4500/ Fax; (386) 418-3524

Greenshoro, North Carolina — Govinda's, 332 South Tate St./ Tel. (336) 373-8809

San Juan, Puerto Rico — Gopal, 201B Calle Tetuan, Viejo San Juan, 00901/ Tel. (787) 724-0229

EUROPE
UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE/ Tel. +44 (028) 9062 0530

Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgbaston, B16 9TB/ Tel, +44 (0121) 420-4999

Coventry, England — Kingfield Rd., Coventry (mail: 19 Gloucester St., Coventry CV1 3BZ)/
Tel. +44 (024) 7655 2822 or 5420/ E-mail: haridas kds@pamho.net

Dublin, Ireland — Chaitanya, Centre, 24 Thorncastie St., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01) 668-3767/
E-mail: uddhava@eircom.net

Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire, ML11 OES/
Tel. +44 (01555) 894790/ Fax: +44 (01555) 894526/ E-mail: karuna bhavan@virgin.net

Leicester — 21 Thoresby St. North Evington, LES 4GU/ Tel. & fax +44 (0116) 236 7713 or 267 2587/
E-mail: gauranga.sundara@pamho.net

Liverpool, England — 114 Bold St., L1 4HY/ Tel. +44 (01555) 894-790

London, England (city) — 10 Soho St., W1D 3DL/ Tel. +44 (020) 7437-3662; residential /pujaris,
7439-3606; shop, 7287-0269; Govinda's Restaurant, 7437-4928/ Fax: +44 (020) 7439-1127/
E-mail: london@pamho.net

London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Lane, Watford, Herts, WD25 8£2/
Tel. +44 (01923) 857244/ Fax: +44 (01923) 852896/ E-mail: bhaktivedanta.manor@pamho.net;
{for accommodations:) accommodations.requests@pamho.net

London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Road, South Norwood, SE25 SNG/ Tel, +44 (020) 8656 4296

Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rel., Whalley Range, M16 8FT/ Tel, +44 (0161) 226-4416 /
E-mail: krishna.dharma@pamho.net
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Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., NE4 GAR/ Tel. +44 (0191) 272 1911/
E-mail: bhakti.rasa@pamho.net

Plymouth, England — 2 Windermere Crescent, Derriford, PL8 SHX/ Tel +44 (01752) 776708/
E-mail: dhirasanta@aol.com

Romford — 3 Rowan Walk, Hornchruch, RM11 2JA/ tel. +44 (01708) 454092

RURAL COMMUNITIES .
Lisnaskea, Morthern Ireland — Govindadwipa Dhama, Inisrath Island, Co. Fermanagh, BT92 9GN/
Tel. +44 (028) 6772 1512/ E-mail: govindadwipa@pamho.net
London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)

(Hare Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than forty other cities in the UK.
For information, contact ISKCON Reader Services, P.0. Box 730, Watford WD25 8EZ, UK;
wrwwiskean.org.uk)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Dublin, Ireland — Govinda's, 4 Aungier St., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01) 475-0309/ Fax: (01) 478-6204
E-mail: pragosa@connect.ie
Swansea — Govinda's, 8 Craddock St., SAT 3EN/ Tel. +44 (01792) 468469/
E-mail: govin_das@hotmail.com

GERMANY

Abentheuer — Boecking Str. 4a, 55767/ Tel. +49 (06782) 980436/ Fax: +49 (06762) 960437/
E-mail: gaura.bhavini.sns@pamho.net

Cologne — Taunusstr. 40, 51105/ Tel. +49 (0221) 830-1241/ Fax: +49 (0221) 837-0485

Hamburg — Eiffestrasse 422, 20537 Hamburg/ Tel. +49 (040) 4102848

Munich — Wachenheimer Strasse 1, 81539/ Tel. +49 (089) 6880-0288/ Fax: +49 (089) 6880-0289/

RURAL COMMUNITY

Jandelsbrunn (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20, 94118/ Tel +49 (08583) 316/

Fax: +49 (08583) 1671/ E-mail: njnk@pamho.net

HUNGARY
Budapest — Mariaremetei ut. 77, Budapest 1028 |1/ Tel. +36 (01) 397-0435, 397-0436/
E-mail: budapest@pamho.net
Debrecen — Csapo u. 1. 111./4., 4024 Debrecen/ Tel. +36 (052) 431-727/
E-mail: debrecen@pamho.net
Eger — Szechenyi u. 64, 3300 Eger/ Tel. +36 (036) 410-515 or 313-761/ E-mail: eger@pamha.net
Kecskemet — Dobo krt. 3. 1./3., 6000 Kecskemet (mail: Pf. 546, G001 Kecskemet)/ Tel. +36 (076)
480-920/ E-mail: kecskemet@pamho.net
Miskole — Bethlen G. u. 3, 3526 Miskolc/ Tel. +36 (046) 416-643/ E-mail: miskolc@pamho.net
Pecs — . 5, 7624 Pecs/ Tel. +36 (072) 515-991/ Fax; (072) 515-990/ E-mail; pecs@pamho.net
Szeged — Berkert u. 25, 6723 Szeged! Tel. +36 (062) 471-639/ E-mail: szeged@pamho.net
RURAL COMMUNITY
Somogyvamos — Krsna-volgy, Fo u. 38, 8698 Somogyvamos/ Tel. & fax: +36 (085) 540-002 or
340-185/ E-mail: krisna-volgy@pamho.net

ITALY
Bergamo — Villaggio Hare Krishna (da Medolago strada per Terno d'lsola), 24040 Chignolo d'lsola
(BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 4940706
Milan — via Valpetrosa 5, 20123/ Tel, +39 (02) 862417/ Fax: +39 (035) 4940705 or 4940945/
E-mail: radharamana@lombardiacom. it
Padova — corso del Popolo, 1, 35131/ Tel. +39 (049) 8751219
Rome — via Santa maria del Pianto, 15-17, 00186/ Tel. +39 (06) 68891540/
E-mail: lilasukha@libero.it
Vicenza — via Roma 9, 36020 Albettone (VI)/ Tel. +39 (0444) 790573/ Fax; +39 (0444) 790581/
E-mail: giridhari.ms@pamho.net
RURAL COMMUNITY
Florence (Villa Vrindavan) — via Scopeti 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (FI)/
Tel. +39 (055) 820054/ Fax: +39 (055) 828470/ E-mail: isvaripriya@libero.it
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Milan — Govinda's, via Valpetrosa &, 20123/ Tel. +39 (02) 862417
Rome — Govinda, via Santa Maria del Pianto, 15-17/ Tel. +39 (06) 63991540

POLAND

Gdynia — (mail:) P.0. Box 364/ Tel. & fax: +48 (058) 29-5188/ E-mail: vara-nayaka.bvps@pamho.net

Krakow — ul. Wyzynna 2, 30-617/ Tel. & fax: +48 (012) 654-5824

Warsaw — Mysiadlo, k. Warszawy, 05-600 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11 (mail: MTSK, 02-770,
Warszawy 130, P.0. Box 257)/ Tel. +48 (022) 750-7797 or -8248/
Fax: +48 (022) 750-8249

Wroclaw — ul. Bierutowska 23, 51-317 (mail: MTSK 50-900, Wroclaw 2, P.0. Box 858)/
Tel. & fax: +48 (071) 345-7981

RURAL COMMUNITY

Czarnow (New Santipura) — Czamow 21, 58-424 Pisarzowice, gm. Kamienna Gora/

Tel. +48 (07574) 128 92/ E-mail: raghu@friko5.onet.pl

SPAIN

Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12, Entlo 2, 08002/ Tel. +34 93 302-5194/ E-mail: temploben@hotmail.com

Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004/ Tel. +34 91 521-3006

Malaga — Ctra. Alora, 3, Int., 20140 Churriana/ Tel. +34 85 262-1038

Tenerife — Calle La Milagrosa, 6, 38320 La Cuesta, Tenerife, Canary Islands/ Tel. +34 922 653422
RURAL COMMUNITY

Brihuega (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) 19411 Brihuega / Tel. +34 949 280436
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RESTAURANT
Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002/ Tel. +34 (93) 318-7729

SWEDEN

Gthenburg — Tradgardsgatan 6, 411 08 Gothenbura/ Tel. +46 (031) 879648/ E-mail:

mukunda.hiks@pamho.net ]

Griidinge — Radha-Krishna Temple, Korsnds Gard, 14792 Grodinge. Tel.+46 (08) 53029800 /
Fax: +46 (08) 53025062/ E-mail: reception@pamho.net

Lund — Bredgatan 28, 222 21/ Tel. +46 (046) 399500; Restaurant: +46 (046) 120413/
Fax: +46 (046) 188804/ E-mail: locan@pamho.net

Stockholm — Fridhemsoatan 22, 11240/ Tel. +46 (08) 654-9002/ Fax: +46 (08) 650-8613/

Uppsala — ISKCON, 74193 Knivsta/ Tel. +46 (018) 102924/ E-mail: iskcon@telia.com

RURAL COMMUNITY

Jirma — Almviks Gard, 153 95/ Tel. +46 (08551) 52050/ Fax; +46 (08551) 52060/
E-mail; almviks.gard@pamho.net
SWITZERLAND

Basel — St. Jakob-Strasse 33, 4132 Muttenz/ Tel. & fax: +41 (0681) 462-0614/
E-mail: sacidulal bes@pamho.net

Lugano — Via Borghese 12, 6600 Locarno/ Tel. +41 (091) 752-3851/ Fax: +41 (091) 751-3852/
E-mail: bhaktalabhya.hks@pamho,net

Ziirich — Bergstrasse 54, 8030 (mail: P.0. Box 116)/ Tel. +41 (01) 262-3388/ Fax: +41 (01) 262-
3114/ E-mail: kgs@pamho.net

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT

Ziirich — Govinda's, Preyergasse 16, 800/ Tel. & fax: +41 (01) 251 88 59/ E-mail; info@govindakultur.ch

OTHER COUNTRIES
Amsterdam, The Netherlands — Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 JX/ Tel. +31 (020) 675-1404
or -1694/ Fax; +31 (020) 675-1405/ E-mail: amsterdam@pamho.nat
Antwerp, Belgium — Amerikalei 184, 2000/ Tel. +32 (03) 237-0037
Bucharest, Romania — str. Laborator, No. 124, BI. 40, Ap. 95, zone Dristor/
Tel. +40 (01) 344-3575; +40 (056) 191565 or 123510
Copenhagen (Hillerad), Denmark — Baunevej 23, Bendstrup, 3400 Hillered/ Tel. +45 (04) 828-
6446/ Fax: +45 (04) B28-7331/ E-mail: iskcon.denmark@pamho.net
Helsinki, Finland — Rucholahdenkatu 24 D (IIl krs) 00180/ Tel, +358 (9) 694-9879/
Fax: +358 (9) 694-9837/ E-mail: krishna@saunalahti.fi
lasi, Romania — Stradela Moara De Vint 72, 6600
Kaunas, Lithuania — 37, Savanoryu pr., 3000/ Tel. +370 (7) 22-2574 or 26-8953/
Fax: +370 (7) 70-6642
Kokosovce, Slovak Republic — Abranovee 60, 08252 Kokosavee/ Tel, +421 (51) 7798482
Lishon, Portugal — Rua Dona Estefania, 91 R/C 1000 Lisboa/ Tel. & fax: +351(01) 314-0314
or 352-0038/ E-mail: dhira_krsna_das@mail pt
Ljubljana, Slovenia — Zibertova 27, 1000/ Tel. +386 (061) 131-2124/ Fax: +386 (061) 310815/
E-mail: uddharta.hks@pamho.net
Paris, France — 31 Rue Docteur Jean Vaquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. & fax: +33 (01) 4303-
0951/ E-mail: nitai.gaurasundara.tkg@pamho.net
Plovdiv, Bulgaria — ul. Prosveta 56, Kv. Proslav, 4015/ Tel, & fax +359 (032) 446962/
E-mail: plovdiv@pamho.net
Porto, Portugal — Rua 5. Miguel 19, 4050-560 (mail: Apartado 4108, 4002-001)/
Tel. & fax: +351 (0222) 007-223/ E-mail; oriente.porto@telewab.pt
Prague, Czech Republic — Jilova 290, Prague 5 - Zlicin 155 21/ Tel. +42 {02) 5795-0391
or-0401/ Fax: +42 (02) 302-1628/ E-mail: narakriti@usa.net
Pula, Croatia — Vinkuran centar 58, 52000 (mail: P.0. Box 16)/ Tel. & fax: +385 (052) 573561
Radhadesh, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, 6340 Septon-Durbuy/ Tel. +32 (086) 322926/
Fax: +32 (086) 322929/ E-mail: radhadesh@pamho.net
Riga, Latvia — 56, K. Baron st., LV1011/ Tel. +371 (02) 27-2490/ Fax: +371 (2) 27-4120
Rijeka, Croatia — Sv. Jurja 32, 51000 (mail: P.0. Box 61)/ Tel. +385 (051) 543 055/
Fax: +385 (051) 543 056/ E-mail: dvaraka-gamana.kkd@pamho.net
Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina — ISKCON, Gornjo Vakufska 12, 71000/ Tel. +387 (071) 201530
Skopje, Macedonia — Vvz. “ISKCON," Roze Luksemburg 13, 91000/ Tel. +389 (091) 201451
Sofia, Bulgaria — 4 J. Kjuri Str.,, 1113 Sofia (mail: F.0. Box 827, Sofia 1000)/
Tel. +359 (02) 705-616 or 989-0488/ E-mail: sofia@pamho.net
Split, Croatia — Cesta Mutogras 26, 21312 Podstrana (mail: P.0. Box 290, 2100)/
Tel. +385 (021) 651137
Tallinn, Estonia — Luise Street 11a, 10142/ Tel. +372 6460047/ E-mail: tallinn@pamho.net
Timisoara, Romania — Porumbescu 92, 1900/ Tel. & fax +40 (056) 154776/
Vienna, Auslria — Bhaktivedanta-Zentrum Wien, Roetzergaase 34/3, 117/
Tel. & Fax: +43 (01) 481-9212
Vilnius, Lithuania — 23-1, Raugyklos G, 2024/ Tel. +370 (2) 23-5218/ E-mail: vilnius@pamho.nat
Zagreb, Croatia — Centar Za Vedske Studije, (1 Bizet 36, 10000 (mail: P.0. Box 68, 10001)/
Tel. & fax: +385 (01) 3772-643/ E-mail: ripuha@pamho.net

RURAL COMMUNITIES
Gzech Republic — Krsnuy Dvur ¢. 1, 257 28 Chotysany/ Tel. +420 (0602) 375978
France (Bhaktivedanta Village) — Chateau Bellevue, F-39700 Chatenois/ Tel. +33 (03) 8472-8235/

Fax: +33 (03) 8482-6973/ E-mail: guru-sakti.nks@pamho.net
France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Male/

Tel, +33 (02) 5440-2395/ Fax: +33 (02) 5440-2893/ E-mail: new.mayapur@pamho.net
Rarhus, Denmark — Krishna's Koekken, Mejlgade 28, 8000 Aarhus C/ Tel. +45 (08) 618-2330
Copenhagen, Denmark — Govinda's, Noerre Farimagsgade 82, DK-1364 Kbh K/ Tel. +45 3333-7444
Oslo, Norway — Krishna's Guising, Kirkeveien 598, 0364/ Tel. +47 (02) 260-6250
Prague, Gzech Republic — Govinda's, Soukenicka 27, 110 00 Prague-1/ Tel. +420 (02) 2481-6631

or 2481-6016
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Prague, Czech Republic — Govinda's, Na hrazi 5, 180 00 Prague 8-Liben/
Tel, +420 (02) 683-7226/ E-mail: prahlada.nrsimha.ss@pamho.net
Presov, Slovak Republic — Govinda's, Hlavna 70, 08001/ Tel. +0042 (191) 722 819
Radhadesh, Belgium — Gopinath's Garden, Rug de Petite Somme 5, 6340 Septon-Durbuy/
Tel. +32 (086) 321421
Tallinn, Estonia — Damodara, Lauteri Street 1, 10114/ Tel. +372 6442650
Vienna, Austria — Govinda, Lindengasse 24, 1070/ Tel. +43 (01) 522-2817

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES
RUSSIA
Astrahan — 141052, 8-59, Botvina st./ Tel. +7 (8510) 28-9431
Chita — 27, Kurnatovskogo st./ Tel. +7 (30222) 23-4971 or -0911
Ekaterinburg — 620078, G. Ekaterinburg, per. Otdelniy 50K VOG/ Tel, +7 (3432) 74-2200 or
49-5262
Irkutsk — st. Krimskaya 6A/ Tel. (3952) 38-71-32 or 3240-62/ E-mail: iosk@iosk.irkutsk.su
Kazan — 13, Sortirovochnaya st, pos.Yudino/ Tel. +7 (8432) 55-2529 or 42-9991
Krasnodar — 418, Stepnaya st., selo Elizavetinskoye, Krsnodarski krai/ Tel. +7 (8612) 50-1684
Kurjinove — 8, Shosseinaya st., pos. Ershove, Urupski region, Karachayevo-Cherkessia
Moscow — 8/3, Khoroshevskoye sh. (mail: P.0. Box 63), 125284/ Tel. +7 (095) 255-6711/
Tel. & fax: +7 (095) 945-3317
Moscow — Nekrasovsky pos., Dmitrovsky req., 141700/ Tel, +7 (095) 577-8543, -8601, or -8775/
Fax: +7 (095) 446-4746/ E-mail: shyama.rs@pamho.net
Murmansk — 16, Freleva st. (mail: P.0. Box 5823)/ Tel. +7 (8152) 58-9284/
E-mail: upendra@mun rospac.ru
Nijny Novgorod — 14b, Chernigovskaya Str., 603001/ Tel. +7 (8312) 30-5197 or 25-2592
Novorossiysk — 117, Shillerovskaya st./ Tel. +7 (86134) 38-326 or 51-415
Novosibirsk —18/2 Kholodilynaya st., 630001/ Tel. +7 (3832) 46-2655 or -2666
Omsk — 664099, 42 10th Severnaya st. (mail: P.0. Box 8741)/ Tel. +7 (3812) 24-5310 or 41-4051
Perm — 12, Verhnekuryinskaya st., 614065/ Tel. +7 (3422) 33-5740 or 27-0681/ E-mail: fl@pi.ccl.ru
Rostov-Na-Donu — 84/1, Saryana st., 344025 (mail: P.0. Box 64, 344007)/
Tel. & fax: +7 (8632) 51-0456
Samara — 122, Aeroportovskoye sh., Zubchininovkal Tel. +7 (8462) 97-0318 or -0323
Simbirsk— 10, Glinki st., 432002/ Tel. +7 (8422) 21-4016
Sochi — 81a, Lesnaya st., Bytha/ Tel. +7 (8622) 98-5639/ Tel. & fax: +7 (B622) 97-2483
Ulan-Ude — Prirechnaya str. 23, 670013 (mail: P.0. Box 4268, 670000}/ Tel. +7 (3012) 30-795/
E-mail: abpehk@burnet.sibea.ru/ E-mail: iskcon@vtsnet.ru
Viadimir — Ul Nikolo-Galeyskaya 56/25, 60000/ Tel. +7 (0922) 32-6726
Vladivostok — 5-1, Rudneva st., 690087/ Tel. +7 (4232) 23-6685
RESTAURANTS
Ekaterinburg — Sankirtana, 33 Bardina st/ Tel. +7 (3432) 41-2737
St. Petershurg — Govinda's, 58, Angliysky pr, 190008/ Tel, +7 (812) 113-7896
Viadivostok — Gopal's, 1012, Oleansky pr./ Tel. +7 (4232) 26-8943/
E-mail: vrajendra kumar.pvs@pamho.net

UKRAINE

Dnepropetrovsk — Spusk Kalininskiy 39, 320038/ Tel, +380 (0562) 42-3631 or 45-4709/
E-mail: vibhuti@iskeon.dp.ua

Donetsk — 22, Rubensa st., Makeyevka 339018/ Tel. +380 (0622) 94-9104 or -3140/
E-mail: premada@iskcon.donetsk.ua

Kharkov — 43, Verknegizvskaya St., Holodnaya Gora, 310015/ Tel. +380 (0572) 20-2167 or
72-6869/ E-mail: kharkov@pamho.net

Kiev — Dmitrievskaya, 21-8/ Tel. +380 (044) 219-1041 or -1042/
Tel. & fax +380 (044) 244-4934

Kiev — 16, Zorany per., 254078/ Tel. +380 (044) 433-8312, or 434-7028 or -5533/
E-mail; kiev@pamho.net

Nikolaey — 5-8, Sudostroitelny per., 327052/ Tel. +380 (0510) 35-1734

Vinnica — 5, Chkalov st., 28601/ Tel. +380 (0432) 32-3152

OTHER COUNTRIES
Almaty, Kazakstan — 5, Kommunarov per., 480022/ Tel. +7 (327) 235-3830 or -3830
Baku, Azerbaijan — 2, Zardobi per., Uzbekistan st., pos. 8th km. 370060/ Tel. +994 (12) 21-2376/
E-mail; baku@pamho.net
Bishkek, Kirgizstan — 5, Omsky per., 720007/ Tel. +7 (3312) 24-2230 or 44-3776
Dushanbe, Tadjikistan — 38, Anzob st., 734001/ Tel. +7 (3772) 27-1920 or -3990/
E-mail: gurupria@cada.tajik.ngt
Kishinev, Moldova — 13, A. Popovich st., 277022/ Tel. +373 (2) 55-8099 or 76-9254
Minsk, Belarus — 11, Pavlova st., 220053/ Tel. +375 (172) 13-0629
Sukhumi, Georgia — st. Pr-t Mira d 274/ Tel. +995 (8122) 2-9954
Tashkent, Uzbekistan — 54, UL. Cervyakova, 700005/ Tel. +7 (3712) 93-0352 or 34-4612
Thilisi, Georgia — 16, Kacharava st., Avchalskoye sh., 380053/ Tel. +995 (32) 62-3326
or 98-5812
RESTAURANT
Almaty, Kazakstan — 4, Zalomova st., 480037/ Tel. +7 (327) 235-1444

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide — 25 Le Hunte St., Kilburn, SA 5084/ Tel. +61 (08) 8353-5120/ Fax: (08) 8359-5149
Brisbane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indurupilly), QLD 4068/
Tel. +61 (07) 3379-5455/ Fax: +61 (07) 3379-5880
Canberra — 1 Quick St., Ainslie, ACT 2602 (mail: P.0. Box 1411, Canberra, ACT 2601)/
Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6262-6208/ E-mail: adi@actweb.net
Melbourne — 197 Danks St. (mail: P.0. Box 125), Albert Park , VIC 3206/ Tel. +61 (03) 9699-5122/

Fax: +61 (03) 9690-4093/ E-mail: melbourne@iskcon.net
Newcastle —28, Bull St., Mayfield, NSW 2304/ Tel. +61 (02) 4967-7000
Perth — 144 Railway Parade (corner of The Strand) [mail: P.0. Box 102], Bayswater, WA 6053/
Tel. +61 (08) 9370-1552/ Fax: +61 (08} 9272-6636/ E-mail: perth@pamho.net
Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 {mail: P.0. Box 459, Cammeray, NSW 2062)/
Tel. +61 (029) 9959-4558/ Fax: +61 (029) 9957-1893
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandagram) — Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Road, Bamra, Winchelsea, VIC 3241/
Tel +61 (03) 5288-7383/ E-mail: gangadasa@telstra.easymail.com.au
Cessnock, NSW — New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mount View Rd., Millfield, near Cessnock
[mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock]), NSW 2325/ Tel. +61 (02) 4998-800/ Fax: (Sydney temple)
Murwillumbah (Mew Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella (mail: P.0. Box 685), NSW 2484/
Tel. & fax; +61 (02) 6672-6579 Fax: +61 (02) 6672-5498
RESTAURANTS
Adelaide — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 79 Hindley St., SA 5000/ Tel. +61 (08) 8231-5258
Brishane — Govinda's, 99 Elizabeth St., 1st floor, QLD 4000/ Tel. +61 (07) 3210-0255
Brishane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick St., Fortitude Valley, QLD/
Tel. +61 (07) 3854-1016/ E-mail: brisbane@pamho.net
Darlinghurst — Govinda's Upstairs,12 Darlinghurst Road, NSW 2010/ Tel. +61 (02) 9380-5162
Melbourne — Grossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 3650-2039
Melbourne — Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-1578
New Castle — Krishna's Vegetarian Cafe, 110 King Street, corner of King & Wolf Streets, NSW 2300
Tel. +61 (02) 4929-6900
Perth — Hare Krishna Faod for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/
Tel. +61 (08) 3227-1684/ E-mail: perth@pamho.net
Sydney — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 5298 King St., Newtown, NSW 2042/
Tel. +61 (02) 9550-6524

NEW ZEALAND, FIJI, AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Christchurch, NZ — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190)/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-5174/
Fax: +64 (03) 366-1965/ E-mail: iskconchch@clear.net.nz

Labasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912/ E-mail: fiji@pamho.nat

Lautoka, Fiji — 5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax. +679 663039/
E-mail: fiji@pamho.net

Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea — Section 23, Lot 46, Gordonia St., Hohola (mail: P.0. Box 571,
POM NCD)/ Tel. +675 259213

Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 634243/ E-mail: fiji@pamho.net

Suva, Fiji — Joyce Place, Off Pilling Rd., Nasinu 7% miles (mail: P.0. Box 2183, Govt. Bldgs.)/
Tel. +679 303 599/ Fax: +679 314 583/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj

Wellington, NZ — 105 Newlands Rd., Newlands (mail: P.0. Box 2753)/ Tel. +64 (04) 478-1414
RURAL COMMUNITY

Auckland, NZ (New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course (mail: R.D. 2,
Kumeu)/ Tel. +64 (09) 412-8075/ Fax: +64 (09) 412-7130
RESTAURANTS

Auckland, NZ — Gopal's, 246 Queen St./ Tel. +64 {09) 306-4143

Labasa, Fiji — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Road/ Tel. +679 811364

Lautoka, Fiji — Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa St. and Naviti St./ Tel. +679 662990

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Dolphins FNPF Place, Victoria Parads/
Tel. +679 314154/ E-mail; vdas@govnet.gov.ij

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Opposite University of the South Pacific, Laucala
Bay Rd./ Tel. +679 311683/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 18 Pratt St./ Tel. +679 314154

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 82 Ratu Mara Rd., Samabula/
Tel. +679 386333

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegefarian Restaurant, Terry Walk, Cumming St.( Tel. +679 312295

GHANA
Accra — Samsam Rd., Off Accra-Nsawam Hwy., Medie, Accra North {mail: P.0. Box 11686)/
Tel. & fax +233 (021) 229988

o Kumasi — P.0. Box 101, U.S.T/ E-mail: shastra316@yahoo.com

Nkawkaw — P.0. Box 69
Sunyani — Plot No. 146, South Ridge Estates (mail P.0. Box 685)
Takoradi — New Amanful, P.0. Box 328
Tarkwa — State Housing Estate, Cyanide
RURAL COMMUNITY
Eastern Region — Hare Krishna Farm Community, P.0. Box 15, Old Akrade

NIGERIA

Abeokuta — Ibadan Rd., Obanatoka (mail: P.0. Box 5177)

Benin City — 108, Lagos-Uselu Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 1207)/ Tel. +234 (052) 258636

Enugu — 56, Destiny Layout, Old Abakaliki Rd., Near Enugu Airport, Emene

Ibadan — Ibadan-Lagos Express Way, Opposite lle-Marun (mail: UIPD Box 9996)/
E-mail: gboyega@ibadan.skannet.com

Jos — Airforce Base, Abattoir Rd., by Nammua, Giring Village (mail: P.0. Box 6557)

Kaduna — Federal Housing Estate, Abuja Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 1121), Goningora Village/
Tel. +234 (D62) 231335

Lagos — 12, Gani Williams Close, off Osolo Way, Ajao Estate, International Airport Rd.
(mail: P.0. Box 8793, Marina)/ Tel. & fax +234 (01) 876169

Port Harcourt — Umuebule 11, 2nd tarred road (mail: P.0. Box 4429), Trans Amadi

Warri — Okwodiete Village, Kilo 8, Effurun/Orerokpe Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 1922)
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CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

SOUTH AFRICA
Cape Town — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689-1529/
Fax: +27 (021) 686-8233/ E-mail: cape.town@pamho.net
Durban — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle, Unit 5 (mail: P.0. Box 56003), Chatsworth, 4030/
Tel. +27 (031) 403-3328/ Fax: +27 (031) 403-4429/ E-mail: iskcon.durban@pamho.net
Johanneshurg — 58 Kingston Ave., Auckland Park (mail: P.0. Box 649)/ Tel. +27 (011) 726-1168
or (083) 231-0878
Lenasia — 7971 Capricon St. (Entrance on Nirvana Dr.), Ext. 9, Lenasia
(mail: P.0. Box 926, Lenasia, 1820)/ Tel. +27 (082) 332-9680/
Fax: +27 (011) 852-3176/ E-mail: iskconjb@freemail.absa.co.za
Pretoria — 1189 Church St., Hatfield 0083 (mail: P.0. Box 14077, Hatfield 0028)/
Tel. & fax; +27 (12) 342-6216/ E-mail: iskconpt@global.co.za

OTHER COUNTRIES
Abidjan, Cote D'lvoire — AIGK-GI, 01 B.P. 8366/ Tel. & fax +225 563402
Baie du Cap, Mauritius — St. Martin/ Tel. +230 521-0028
Gaboronne, Botswana — P.0. Box 201003/ Tel. +267 307768/ Fax; +267 301988/
E-mail: dkkoshal@infow.bw
Kampala, Uganda — 9 Dewington Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 1647), Kampala/ Tel. +256 7564-2741
Kisumu, Kenya — Cairo Rd., P.0. Box 9202/ Tel. +254 (035) 40983/ Fax: +254 (035) 43827
Marondera, Zimbabwe — 6 Pine Street (mail: P.0. Box 339)/ Tel. +263 (028) 887-7801
Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.0. Box 82224)/
Tel. +254 (011) 312248
Nairabi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28346)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365/ Fax; +254 (02) 740957
Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre Bornes)/
Tel. +230 696-5804/ Fax: +230 696-8576/ E-mail: iskcon.hkl@intnet. mu
Rose Belle, Mauritius —Shivala Lane/ Tel. +230 627-5030

RURAL COMMUNITY

Mauritius {ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban/ Tel. +230 418-3185 or 418-3955/
Fax; +230 418-6470

Upanda (Hare Krishna Farm) — Seeta Town, Kampala

LATIN AMERICA
BOLIVIA
Cochabamba — Av. Heroinas E-435 Apt. 3 (mail: P. 0. Box 2070/ Tel. & fax: +591 (042) 54348
La Paz — Pasaje Jauregui, 2262/ Tel. +591 (02) 390458/ Tel. & fax: +591 (02) 392710/
E-mail: maturesh@bo.net
Santa Cruz — Calle 27 de Mayo No. 99 esq. Justo Bazan/ Tel. & fax; +591 (03) 345189
RURAL COMMUNITY
Bolivia — (contact ISKCON Cochabamba)
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
CGochabamba — Restaurant Gopal, calle Espaia N-250 (Galeria Olimpia)/
Tel. +591 (042) 34082
Cochabamba — Restaurant Govinda, calle Mexico #E0303/ Tel. +591 (042) 22568
Cochabamba — Restaurant Tulasi, Av. Heroinas E-262
La Paz — Restaurant Imperial, Calle Sagarnaga No. 213
Oruro — Restaurant Govinda, Calle 6 de Octubre No. 6071
Santa Cruz — Snack Govinda, Calle Bolivar esq. Av. Argomosa (primer anillo)/
Tel. +591 (03) 345189
Sucre — Restaurant Sat Sanga, Calle Tarapaca No. 161/ Tel. +581 (64) 22547
BRAZIL
Belém, PA — Av. Almirante Tamandari, 1012, Centro, CEP 66023 000/ Tel. +55 (091) 243-0558
Belo Horizonte, MG — R. Ametista, 212, Prado, CEP 30410 420/ Tel. +55 (031) 332-8460/
E-mail: iskconbh@hotmail.com
Campina Grande, PB — R. Verancio Neiva, 136, Centro/ E-mail: mnama@netwaybbs.com.br
Curitiba, PR — Rua Alberto Bolliger, 288, Juveve, CEP/ Tel. +55 (041) 363-3113/
E-mail: nataraj@bol.com.br
Floriandpolis, SC— R. Cesar Augusto de Souza, 319, Careanos, GEP 88047 440/
E-mail: iswara@matrix.com.br
Fortaleza, CE — R. José Lourengo, 2114, Aldeota, CEP 60115 228 / Tel. +55 (085) 264-1273
or -3940/ E-mail: fortaleza@harekrishna.com.br
Manaus, AM — Av. 7 de Setembro, 1599, Centro, CEP 63005 141/ Tel. +55 (092) 232-0202/
E-mail; iskconam@internext.com.br
Natal, RN — Praia de Serinhaem, 2254, Ponta Negra, CEP 55092 180
Porlo Alegre, RS — R. Tomds Flores, 331, Bonfim, CEP 90035 201/ Tel. +55 (051) 233-1474
E-mail: taptakan@zaz.com.br
Recife, PE— R. Demdclitos de Souza Filho, 235, Madalena, 50001 970/ Tel. +55 (081) 445-4124
E-mail: harerama@elogica.com.br
Ribeirdo Preto, SP — R. Carlos Gomes, 2315, Campos Eldsios, CEP 14085 400/
Tel. +55 (016) 628-1533
Rio de Janeiro, RJ — (contact ISKCON Teresopolis)
Salvador, BA — R. Alvaro Adorno, 17, Brotas, 40225 460/ Tel. +55 (071) 382-1064/
E-mail: iskconba@atarde.com.br
Sdo Carlos, SP — R, Emilio Ribas, 195, Centro, CEP 13563 060
Sdo Paulo, SP — Av. Angelica, 2583, Santa Cecilia, CEP 01227 200/ Tel. +55 (011) 259-7352
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Parati, RJ (Fazenda Goura Vrindavana) — CP 62, Serto Idaiatuba, CEP 23970 020/
E-mail: ramadhanuh@hotmail.com
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Tel. +55 (012) 982-9036 or 243-1804/ Fax: +55 (012) 982-9036
Teresopolis, RJ (Vrajabhumi Dhama) — CP 92430, Varzea, GEP 25951 970/ Tel, +55(021) 262-8208

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Caxias do Sul, RS — R. Itdlia Travi, 601, Rio Branco GEP 85097 710
MEXICO

Guadalajara — Pedro Moreno No. 1791, Sector Juarez, Jalisco, C.P. 441/ Tel. +52 (3) 616-0775/
Fax: +52 (3) 630-3752

Mexico City — Tiburcio Montiel 45, Colonia San Miguel, Chapultepec D.F, 11850/
Fax: +52 (5) 271-1953

Monterrey — Av. Luis Elizondo No. 400, local 12, Col. Ala Vista/ Tel, +52 (8) 387-3028

Saltillo — Blvd. Saltillo No. 520, Col. Buenos Aires/ Tel. +52 (84) 178752/
E-mail: govinda@mesa.net.mx

Tulancingo — (mail:) Apartado 252, Hildago/ Tel. +52 (775) 34072
RURAL COMMUNITIES

Guadalajara — Contact ISKCON Guadalajara

Veracruz — Mail: Jesus Garcia 33, Col. Ferrocarril, Cerro Azul/ E-mail: libbhkti@mail.internet.com.mx
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT

Veracruz — Restaurante Radhe, Sur 5 No. 50, Orizaba, Ver./ Tel. 452 (272) 57525

PERU
Lima — Carretera Central Km. 32, Chosical Tel. & fax; +51 (014) 491-0250/
E-mail: anantak@terra.com.pe
Lima — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (014) 444-2871
Lima — Av. Garcilaso de |a Vega 1670/ Tel, +51 (014) 433-2589
RURAL COMMUNITY
Correo De Bella Vista— DPTO De San Martin
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Cuzeo — Espaderos 128

OTHER COUNTRIES

Asuncidn, Paraguay — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Mariano R. Alonso 925/ Tel. +595 (021) 480-266/
Fax: +595 {021) 490-449

Bogota, Colombia — Callz 68, nro. 16-50/ Tel. +57 (01) 248-9078/
E-mail: dharma-pdb@navegante.net.co

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054, Villa Urquiza, CP 1431/
Tel. +54 (01) 523-4232/ Fax: +54 (01) 523-8085/ E-mail: iskcon-ba@gopalnet.com

Cali, Colombia — Avenida 2 EN, #24N-39/ Tel. +57 (023) 68-88-53

Caracas, Venezuela — Avenida La Colina, Quinta EI Carmen, Las Acacias/ Tel. +58 (02) 6902128

Chinandega, Nicaragua — Edificio Hare Krsna No. 108, Del Banco Nacional 10 mts. abajo/
Tel. +505 (341} 2359

Guatemala, Guatemala — Calzada Roosevelt 4-47 tercer nivel, Zona 11

Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or W, M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 or 309420/
Fax: +564 302108/ E-mail; gurumanl@ecua.net.ec

Mainstay, Guyana — New Navadvipa Dham, Mainstay/ E-mail: cortours@gyuana.net.gyv

Montevideo, Uruguay — Congregacicn Hare Krishna, Carlos Lallemand 1610y Dalmiro Costa,
CP 11400/ Tel. +598 (02) 403 4808/ E-mail: iskcon@adinet.com.uy

Panama, Republic of Panama — Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, casa #10, frente a INPSA,
(mail: P.0. Box 6-1776, El Dorado)/ Tel. +507 231-6561/ E-mail: iskconpanama@hotmail. com

Pereira, Colombia — Carrera 5a, No.19-36

Rosario, Argentina — Centro de Bhakti-Yoga, Paraguay 556 (2000)/ Tel. +54 (041) 2562630 or
264243/ Fax: +54 (041) 490838

San Miguel, Argentina — Mugoz 1745, entre Concejal Tribulato y Espaqa, (1663), Pcia. Buenos
Aires/ Tel, +54 (011) 4664-6631 or 4667-0483/ E-mail: bhaktiyoga@sinectis.com.ar

San Salvador, El Salvador — Cuidad Merliot (mail: Apartado Postal 1506)/ Tel. +503 78-0799

Santiago, Chile — Carrera 330/ Tel. +56 (02) 698-8044

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic — Calle San Francisco de Asis No. 73, Ensanche Ozama/
Tel. +809 597-5078/ E-mail: svats1949@hotmail.com

Tegucipalpa, Honduras — (mail: Apartado Postal 30305)/ Tel. +504 32-3172/ Fax. +504 34-780

Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies — Eastern Main Rd., Garden Village, Arouca (mail: B. Narine,
Rice Mill Rd., Garden Village, Arouca)/ Tel. +1 (868) 646-1062

Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies — 4 Orion Drive, Debe/ Tel, +1 (809) 647-3165/
Fax: +1 (868) 647-6808/ E-mail: iskcondebe@yahoo.com

Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies — Prabhupada-Edinburgh Road, Longdenville, Chaguanas/
Tel. +1 (868) 665-2249/ Fax: +1 (B68) 671-2005/ E-mail: agni.sdg@pamho.net

West Coast Demerara, Guyana — 5ri Gaura Nitai Ashirvad Mandir, Lot “B," Nauvelle Flanders
{Crane Old Road)

* Williamsburg, Guyana — New Kulinagram, Block 6, Williamsburg, Corentyne, Berbice/

e Pindamonhangaba, SP (Fazenda Nova Gokula) — Rua Bhakti Marga, 28, Estrada Do Ribeirao Grande

(mail: Caixa Postal 1009, Findamonhangaba 12400-990-5P)/

Tel. +592 333-3563/ E-mail: candravali2001@yahoo.com

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Argentina (Bhaklilata Puri) — Ciudad de la Paz 3554 (1429) Capital Federal/
Tel. & fax: +54 (01) 523-8085

Colombia (Nueva Mathura) — Cruzero del Guali, Municipio de Caloto, Vallz del Cauca/
Tel. +57 (023) 612688

Costa Rica (Nueva Goloka Vrindavana) — Carretera Cartago-Paraiso, de la iglesia cristiana Rios
de Agua Viva, 75 metros al oeste y 300 metros al sudeste, Cartago (mail: Apartado 166,
1002, San Jose)/ Tel. +506 551-0990/ E-mail: nuevagolokavrindavan@yahoo.es

Ecuador (Nueva Mayapur) — Ayampe (near Guayaquil)

El Salvador — Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitan, Opto. de La Libertad

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Buenos Aires, Argentina — Jagannath Prasadam, Triunvirato 4266 (1431)/ Tel. +54 (01) 521-3396
Buenos Aires, Argentina — Restaurante Tulasi, Marcelo T. de Alvear 628, Local 30



HOW SCARED?

(continued from page 14)

within the heart. He directs us in many
ways to assist us in our journey in,
through, and out of the material world.
It is this merciful expansion of the Lord
whom some identify as the small, still
voice within. The more we can live in
harmony with godly principles, the
more we will be in touch with the
Lord’s beneficial instructions from
within the heart.

Yamardja then tells the queens, “As
long as the spirit soul is covered by the
subtle body, consisting of the mind, in-
telligence, and false ego, he is bound
to the results of his fruitive activities.
Because of this covering, the spirit soul
is connected with the material energy
and must accordingly suffer material
conditions and reversals continually,
life after life.” This instruction implies
that the only way to become free of
suffering in this world is to become per-
manently free of the material body.
Death frees us from the gross material
body, but not the subtle body. The
subtle body carries us to another ma-
terial body at death. Only when the
subtle body becomes completely free

of material desires and inclinations |
| their precious life. After hearing the

to enjoy separate from the Lord can

the soul regain his original spiritual |

form.
This instruction prompts the ques-
tion of how to become free of ma-

terial desires. That is the subject of
much of the Vedic literature, includ-
ing the Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-
Bhagavatam. In the present age, known
as the age of quarrel and hypocrisy,
the recommended process for becom-
ing free of unwanted desires and hab-
its is to chant the Lord’s holy names.
Krsna has invested His full power in-
to His names, and we can derive the
greatest benefit from chanting them.
Chanting the Lord’s holy names is
our ticket out of the material world.

Finally, to punctuate his points to
the queens, Yamaraja tells the story of
two kulinga birds. Once a hunter cap-
tured a female kulinga bird in a net.
The bird’s mate helplessly looked on,
feeling hopeless and defeated. While he
lamented for his mate in that condition,
the hunter took the opportunity to take
aim at the kulinga bird and strike him
with an arrow.

After narrating this story, Yamaraja
told the queens that nothing could
bring back their dead king. In the mean
time, their own lives were being swal-
lowed by all-devouring time.

The queens could then understand
that everything material is temporary
and prolonged grief was a poor use of

boy’s transcendental discourse, the
relatives became freed of their illusions
and obtained transcendental peace and
happiness. Yamaraja showed real com-

by Srila Riipa Gosvami

Astadasa-cchandam-stava

(A summary of Lord Krsna’s Vrndavana pastimes)
Poeticized translation of Text 1 by Dravida Dasa

jivan nama murarer prema-marandasya navyam aravindam
bhavati yad-abhaso ‘pi svati-jalah mukti-muktayam

All glories to the holy name of Krsna, Mura’s foe!

That name’s a blooming lotus with ambrosia overflowing,
The soothing balm of love of God, to cure all pain and woe.
Just a dim reflection of that name, e’en slightly glowing,

Is like a drop of purest rain that falls within an oyster’s shell

And brings about the pearl of liberation from this earthly hell.
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passion for the queens of the dead king,.
He didn’t offer them flowery words to
console them, but rather spoke truth
that freed them from the illusion of
being their bodies.

While the instructions of Yamaraja
are very potent, before repeating them
we may have to consider time, place,
and circumstance. His talks took place
in a time when people were more
advanced in spiritual understanding
and more philosophical by nature.
Most people in this age would find
it difficult to respond to direct philo-
sophy. In helping others, it is impor-
tant to acknowledge their humanness.
Part of grief counseling is to allow
people to grieve and express their
feelings. The goal, however, is to bring
them to accept the reality of what-
ever has happened. Counseling there-
fore requires sensitivity and compas-
sion. In my work as a therapist, the
combination of empathy and philo-
sophical teachings proves most suc-
cessful for helping people through their
grief. I recommend this strategy to
everyone who wants to help others in
their loss. It affords people the oppor-
tunity to become free of illusion and
fear.

The only way to become truly fear-
less is to take shelter of the Lord. So
when pure devotees of the Lord are
asked, “How scared should you be?”
they can without reservation answer,
“Not at all.” On the other hand, some-
one still convinced that he is the ma-

| terial body and that the goal of life is

to enjoy in this temporary world will
answer, “1 am very scared.”

We can decide to be fearless or fear-
ful by the choices we make at every

| moment. Krsna consciousness is the

gradual process to free us from the fear
of death. If we choose to serve the Lord
and be under His protection, we will
become fearless by His grace. If we
chose to serve our material body and
senses and ignore the Lord, we will be
fearful, because we will have no sense
of our eternal identity or real shelter.
The choice is ours. €

Arcana-siddhi Devi Dasi was initiated
by Srila Prabhupada in 1976. She lives
with her husband and son in Baltimore,
Maryland, where she works as a family
therapist.
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Ideal Teacher
. For Our Time

Tla Prabhupad

(Ompa(t Digks ~ The Bhaktivedanta

VedaBase

The CD-ROM that contains
all of Srila Prabhupada's
teachings as found in books,

. Ask Srila
- Prabhupada
Video clips of

Prabhupada are
used to answer
basic questions. A
_ total of 90 minutes
on two CDs. Oreanized into
five main subjects. $14.95

- lectures, conversations,

- letters, and pre-1965 writings.
Full VedaBase, $595

Books only, $295

Srila Prabhupada’s Lectures on CD ($5.95 each)

#82—Seattle, 1968: Bg. 2.20-25, “Transcendental Television: Seeing
God Within and Without”

#83—Bombay, 1975: SB 3.26.23-24/ 3.26.26 “Slave Mentality vs.

Revolting Mentality,” “Breaking Our Karmic Chains”

#84—Bombay, 1975: SB 3.26.27/ 7.6.6 “We Should Have Firm Faith,”
*  New Vrindaban, 1976: “Modern Civilization: Spiritual Business Has

No Meaning”

84 CDs available. Call for detailed list, or visit us at; www.krishna.com/

bazaar. SPECIAL OFFER: Free storage case with purchase of 24 CDs.

Books

Bhagavad-gita As It Is—Deluxe, $24.95; hard-
hound, $14.95; softbound, $5.95; vinyl, $15.95
Srimad-Bhagavatam-—12 cantos, 18 vols., $400
Sri Caitanya-Caritamrta—Hardbound, 9 vols.,
| $349:50. SPECIAL $249.95,
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead—
Two-volume softhound set, $9.95

Speaking About Varnasrama-—compiled by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi.
Srila Prabhupada speaks about how to create a peaceful, productive,
God-centered society. Softhound, 278 pages, $17.95

Renunciation Through Wisdom—English translation of Bengali
essays written by Srila Prabhupada before he left India to start the
Hare Krsna movement. Softbound, 254 pages, $8.99

A Second Chance: The Story of a Near-Death Experience—
The history of Ajamila from the Sixth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam,
along with selections from Srila Prabhupada’s commentary and

YIS excerpts from transeriptions of his lectures on the Ajamila section

< of the Bhagavatam. Hardbound, 208 pages, $9.95

JUST LAUNCHED!

~ Vol
SPEAKING ABOUT
VARMASE "+
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Our fully renovated online store! Hundreds of items! www.krishna.com/bazaar mn)



Shrimad-Bhagavatam

SNITYANANDA

CARITAMETA
il Ve g Tl

followed. Softhound, 117 pages, $4.95

The Vedic Prophecies: A New Look into the

~included is a transcribed lecture by Srila Prabhupada given
‘“on Lord Nityananda's Appearance Day in 1977.

—by Stephen Knapp. Points out the essential reasons why

P i o

PERFECT

lable peddlers of popular spirituality claim we are spiritual

self and clear-cut knowledge about it. This book contains

Shri Chaitanya-charitamrita—retold by Purnaprajna das.
The life and teachings of Lord Caitanya are retold in an

ndless Bove |

appealing narrative style. Softbound, 551 pages, $10.95 /
¥
Endless Love / Collected Essays 1978-1983—by
Ravindra Svarupa dasa. A collection of essays (originaly
printed in Back to Godhead) 1‘eveals_t’ne author's connection
between his experiences and the spiritual realizations that

Shrimad-Bhagavatam—retold by Purnaprajna dasa. A
condensed version of the Srimad-Bhagavatam that is easy to
read and easy to understand. Softbound, 601 pages, $14.95

Future / The Eastern Answers to the Mysteries of Life—
by Stephen Knapp (Sri Nandanandana Dasa). Presents
unique predictions found in the ancient Vedic texts, Also
contains a special section on seeing spiritual India and
visiting its famous temples and holy places. Softhound; 229
pages, 65 photos, $14.95

Sri Nityananda Caritamrta—by Srila Vrndavana Dasa
Thakura. Elaborately describes the transcendental glories of

Lord Nityananda, from His birth to His final pastimes. Also
Toward World
Peace
Seeing the Unity

Hardbound,; 260 pages, $1#:95. SPECIAL $12.95

Toward World Peace / Secing the Unity Between Us All [t
peace in the world and cooperation among people, commu-
nities, and nations have been so difficult to establish.

Softbound, 59 pages, $5:95 SPECIAL $3.95
Perfect Escape—by Devamrita Swami. Although fashion-
beings, there is a huge gap between notions of the spiritual

timeless wisdom from the Vedas with modern commentary
based on Srila Prabhupada’s teachings. Softhound, 89 pages, g

The Book of Samskaras / Purificatory Rituals for
Successful Life—by Prema Rasa Dasa and Sandipani Muni
Dasa. A comprehensive handbook for understanding and
performing all samskaras for the different stages of life.
Great for marriages, child’s birth, ete: Hardbound, 328
pages, $24.95




The Music of 2%
Atmarama Dasa

Radha Govinda
Singing accompanied by

'&

T T

classical Spanish guitar

in Madrid. Songs: Radhe
Govinda, Sri Kyishna

dential Knowledge (Gita
verses), Guruvastakam,
St Gurucarana, Govin-
dam Adi Purusam, Yaso-
matinandana, Kiba Jayo, and Ceto Darpana
(Siksastakam). 45 minutes, $14.95

Vaisnava Songs

Singing accompanied by Spanish guitar,
keyboards, flute, and mrdanga.
Damodarastaka, Srita Kamala, Bhajahure
Mana, Sri Isopanishad and Mahamantra,
Gopinath, Vrindadevi-astaka, Sri Radhika-
stava, Arunodaya Kirtana, and Mahamantra.

Lyrics included. 47 minutes, $14.95

Sri Siksastakam
Lord Caitanya’s eight famous instructions
beautifully set to music, $14.95

Call to order: 1-800-800-3284

€ @)féﬁf’afm{” E Dope

BT et Calondae =200

and synthesizer. Recorded

Caitanya, The Most Confi-

2002 BBT Wall Calendar—Beautiful
paintings. Lists both Vaisnava and civil
(U.S.) holidays. Opens'to 12"x 18", $6.95

e

The All-Attractive Couple—Lithograph, from original -~
oil painting, exquisitely done by Visnu Dasa, 28" x 32",
$49:95 AMAZING SALE PRICE! $27.95

SP-22

SP-13 Sp-25 -

Srila Prabhupada Photos—High-quality photographic prints
with matte finish. Order from this selection, or call for our
complete illustrated list. 5"x 7!, $2.00; 8"x 10", $3.50; 11"x 14",

$6.50; 16"x 20", $14.00; 20"x 24", $20.00

More»
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- story about the mystery that surrounds
- asmall music box on Prabhupada’s

. Z4'pages,ﬁ$4‘-9§ SPECIAL $1.95 :
- Five Books for Children——retold by g
‘Mary Scioscia, illustrated by Saradiya

“Garuda and the Sparrow, and A Bridge :

i by Mahati Devi Dasi. Well-known

Books and Coloring Books

Srila Prabhupada’s Music Box—

by Sesa Dasa. A delightful original

desk in Los Angeles. Softbound,

Devi Dasi: Dhruva Finds the Greatest
Jewel, Sweet Rice for Lord Vishnu, :
Gajendra: The King of the Elephants, -

for Lord Rama. Softbound, 16 pages
cach, $9:95. per set SPECIAL $6.95 -
Dasa Avatar—A coloring book by

Vijaya Govinda Dasa. 12 pages, $2:50 |

SPECIAL $1.95 -
Krsna Pastlmes—Colormo books

‘pastimes of Krsna growing up in
Vi ndavanfi 2 volumes, $3.95 each

BTG Service Center / Hare Krsna Bazaar
P. Q. Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NG 27046, USA « (800) 800-3284
Qutside USA & Canada: +1 (336) 8712620 or fax 871-3641

E-mail: brg subs@krishna.com * Web: www.krishna.com

Please send me: ] : Qry. Amount

Subtotal
S/H (min. $4.00)*

Amt. enclosed

Payment method:

[] Check [ money order
[l Credit card

Make checks payable to BTG Service Center. (US funds only.) For subscrip-

tions, make checks payable to Back ro Godhead. We accept the following credit
cards: VISA; MasterCard, American Express, Discover.

Name Tel.

Address ' ; Apt.
City ! State Zip
Card no. Exp.
Signature :

* Mainland USA please add minimum of $4.00 or 10% of order value.
Ordets outside USA add 30% of order value.

Tapes and Songbooks

Little Vaisnava—by Mrgaksi Devi
Dasi. A sweet and easy way to teach
your children Krsna's pastimes and
Vaisnava culture; From the ABCs of
devotional activities to the singing of
baby Krsna's pastimes, these wonder-
ful lyrics and tunes have captured the
hearts and minds of a generation of
litrle devotees and their parents. No

family should be without them.

Songs 1: 60-minute tape, $4.95;
18-page lyric book, $2.95

Songs2: 60-minute tape, $4.95;

17-page lyric book, $2.95
Songs 3: 100-minute tape of songs for! -
~an original devotee drama and a
- puppet show, $5.95

~ Krsna Pastimes—by Yamini Devi

Dast. Another great addition to your
child’s collection of Krsna conscious
songs. Includes many of Krsna’s
pastimes, beginning with His birth.
A wonderful way for your chlld to
learn about Krsna. |
Price includes lyric
hook, $5:95.
SPECIAL $3.95




Vedic Thoughts

The conditioned soul is forced
to act under the pressure of the modes
of material nature. The living entity
has no independence. When he is under
the direction of the Supreme Personality
of Godhead he is free, but when,
under the impression that he is
satisfying his senses, he engages in
sense gratificatory activities, he is actually
under the spell of material nature.
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta

: Swami Prabhupada
Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.27.2, Purport

4

The desire to gratify one’s own senses
is kama (lust), but the desire to please
the senses of Lord Krsna is prema (love).

Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi 4.165

'S

Even though in this world we don’t
get to meet many devotees from
the spiritual world, the conversations
and pastimes of the devotees
of [Caitanya] Mahaprabhu’s time eternally
exist in the form of books and sound,
and that is why we do not feel so much
pain from material troubles. If we live here
in the association of the words of
the spiritual world, then the memory of
this association will keep us at a distance
from material misery.

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
Letter, December 22, 1927

To those who are constantly
devoted to serving Me with love,
I give the understanding
by which they can come to Me.

Lord Sri Krsna
Bhagavad-gita 10.10

2

We wrongly look upon Krsna
and Balarama as ordinary human beings,
as whirling men see the whole world
whirling around them.

Sti Uddhava
Krsna, Chapter 46

*

Under no circumstances
can the words of persons bewildered
by the illusory energy of the Lord
deviate the intelligence of those who are
completely surrendered souls.

' Sri Uddhava
Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.2.10

L 4

Do not put faith in this temporary
material body, because Yamaraja, the lord
of death, is waiting next to you.

The flow of karma is just like the ocean
of sorrow. Consider this properly
and worship the lotus feet of Radha
and Krsna with attachment under
the guidance of saints and scriptures.

S_rila Narottama Dasa Thakura
Sr1 Prema-bhakti-candrika 8.7

Send your favorite quotations to:
Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, P.O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.
Or Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, 33 JTanki Kutir,
Next to State Bank of Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049, India.



posary v OQnly $4 each!™

May, June, August

June, August, September, October, November, December
Jan/Feb, March, April, May, June, July, August,
September, October

Sept/Oct, Nov/Dec

Jan/Feb, March/April, July/August, Nov/Dec
March/April, May/June, July/August

Jan/Feb, March/April, May/June, July/August, Sept/Oct
Jan/Feb, March/April, July/August, Sept/Oct

Jan/Feb, May/June, July/August, Sept/Oct, Nov/Dec
May/June, July/August, Sept/Oct

Jan/Feb, March/April, May/June, Sept/Oct, Nov/Dec
Jan/Feb, March/April

To order in the USA or Canada, call 1-800-800-3284
Or write to: Back to Godhead Service Center, P. O. Box 255,
Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, USA

* Includes postage for USA orders and surface-mail orders outside
the USA. Inquire for air-mail postage outside the USA.

® Solid construction

e 14" heavy-duty “D” rings hold two years
(12 issues) of BTGs

¢ Hand-stitched vinyl covers in navy blue with
library-style round, raised-hub spines

® Shiny gold label with Srila Prabhupada’s
silhouette and blank fields for year, volume,
and number




