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WELCOME

Ask people, “What is the
purpose of life?” and
many will answer simply,
“To be happy.” As a
student of the Bhagavad-
gita I would agree with
that. But I'd also suggest
that unless you know who you are, your
happiness will flounder, because you won'’t
know what you really need.

If you agree with that statement. you'll
probably agree that the quest for self-
knowledge, or self-realization. should start
early in life. Bhagavad-gita says that knowing
oneself is not a psychological pursuit:it’s a
spiritual one. The self is not the body but the
soul that animates it. Anyone can attain self-
realization by practice under proper gui-
dance. And the sooner we start the better.

In this issue we present three articles that
touch on youth and spirituality. In “Just Say
No to No” columnist Urmila Devi Dasi sug-
gests a positive approach to training children.
In “Ashram Reflections” a teenage girl
accepts a disciplined life to pursue spiritual
goals. And “Midnight to Midnight™ shows
young men and women growing spiritually by
putting philosophy into practice.

May these stories inspire you—whatever
your age—in your own progress toward self-
realization.

Hare Krsna.

Nagaraja Dasa
Editor

OUR PURPOSES

* To help all people discern reality from
illusion, spirit from matter. the eternal from
the temporary.

* To expose the faults of materialism.

* To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques
of spiritual life.

* To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.
» To celebrate the chanting of the holy names
of God as taught by Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

= To help every living being remember and
serve Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead.

Lord Sri Krsna, the
Supreme Personality
of Godhead and
source of all material
and spiritual worlds

Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, Krsna's
most recent incar-
nation, taught Krsna
consciousness through
the chanting of
Hare Krsna

His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of
the International
Society for Krishna
Consciousness
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Letters

A Word of Thanks

We at Back to Godhead would like to
express our thanks and gratitude to
Jayadvaita Swami. who stepped down
as editor in chief at the end of last
year. Jayadvaita Swami has been
involved with Back to Godhead since
joining the Hare Krsna movement in
the late 1960’s. In 1989 he became the
editor in chief. He updated the editor-
ial and graphic content of the maga-
zine and transformed it to an unsubsi-
dized, subscription-based publication.
He also opened BTG offices in India
and developed three Indian-language
editions: Hindi, Marati, and Gujarati.

Jayadvaita Swami will continue to
advise the BTG staff and, we hope,
write articles for BTG. We invite our
worldwide readers to join us in
thanking him for his wit, wisdom,
dedication, and
invaluable ser-
vice. He never
liked to have his
picture publish-
ed in BTG, but
since he’s no
longer in charge,
here it is. —The
BTG Staff

Assurance from
Like-Minded Souls

[t brought me great delight to read
“The Search for the Authentic Self,”
by Satsvariipa Dasa Goswami [Janu-
ary/February]. It was so full of insight
into what the spiritual path is all
about. It’s very encouraging for an
aspiring devotee like me to find an
echo for what goes on inside my
mind. The article gave me the assur-
ance that we are not alone on the
path back to Godhead and like-
minded souls are there to encourage
our efforts in bhakti-yoga. [ want to
thank Satsvarapa Dasa Goswami for
bringing Srila Prabhupada’s mood in
a refreshing language that reaches
the common person.

Jayagauri Devi Dasi
Alachua, Florida, USA

A Teacher’s Tool

Thank you so much, Visakha Devi
Dasi, for the insightful and informa-
tive article “*What’s a Woman To
Do?”; March/April]. I teach a coop-
erative home-school class of young
girls (ages 10-14), and we read the
article aloud in class. The response
from the girls was even more positive
than | had hoped for. They were
inspired and enthusiastic about future
service to Srila Prabhupada and
ISKCON. We talked at length about
all the facets of the article, discussing
what Srila Prabhupada wanted for all
of his disciples regardless of gender.
Afterwards, the girls wrote essays
about their future goals and aspira-
tions. This article moved us to think
about the many aspects of Krsna
conscious service and about cultivat-
ing the right attitude for our future.
BTG is a major educational resource
in our Krsna conscious schools. The
format is enlivening, and the material
indispensable.

Gopisvari Devi Dasi

Sandy Ridge. North Carolina, USA

Not Ready for Krsna?

Further to the article “Who Is Wor-
shipable?” [July/August, 1998] I have
understood the following from the
Gita.

Krsna states, “1 am everything.” He
further states that He is the Absolute
Truth and the ultimate knowledge.
His state is transcendental, and the
souls who know and understand Him
experience absolute bliss.

As per my understanding, Krsna
states that He is present for the souls
who have cultivated a pure heart,
have developed pleasure in serving
Krsna, and have made Krsna the
center of their devotion. In other
words, Krsna is there for the souls
who want nothing in return, have seen
the Absolute Truth. and wish to
indulge in the bliss of transcendental
service to Krsna. For these souls,
Krsna asks them to devote their
complete attention on Him. He asks



these souls to perform duties without
attachment to the fruitive results of
the work as a way to purify the heart
(niskama karma). For the souls who
are anything less than this, Krsna sug-
gest that they should devote their
attention to the demigods.

Krsna explains that the souls
attached to material gains should
offer their worship to the appropriate
demigod. so as to please the appro-
priate demigods, and in return the
demigods will provide material hap-
piness to the souls. In this way souls
in the modes of ignorance and pas-
sion can satisfy their desires. Since
everything directly or indirectly
comes from Krsna, the material hap-
piness provided by the demigods
can be considered coming from
Krsna.

Krsna further explains that souls
who receive material happiness from
the demigods must in return show
their gratefulness to the appropriate
demigods (sakama karma). The ma-
terial gain provided by the demigods
will serve to satisfy the souls’ desires.
In this manner the souls’ desires will
eventually diminish, and the true love
for the God will begin. Regardless of
time, the soul will learn the true
knowledge and eventually become
detached from material things, and
the heart will begin the process of
becoming pure. Now the soul is ready
to begin its service to Krsna.

Both the approaches lead to
Krsna. The choice is ours, depending
on our ability to understand Krsna'’s
teaching. This is my understanding.

Girish N. Gobhil
Via the Internet

OUR REPLY: One of Krsna’s most
important teachings of the Gita is
that to understand the Gitd we must
inquire submissively from a self-
realized spiritual master who is a
pure devotee of Lord Krsna. Without
such guidance, we are sure to come to
the wrong conclusion.

While much of what you have said
is correct, your conclusion is not in
line with the teachings of the self-

realized devotees of Lord Krsna. For
example, the Bhagavad-gita com-

“ mentary of His Divine Grace A. C.

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
a pure devotee of Lord Krsna,
points out that Lord Krsna clearly
wants all of us to surrender to Him
alone. Krsna derides demigod
worship, and He says, in effect, that
trying to satisfy material desires—by
worshiping the demigods or by any
other method—is like pouring fuel
on fire. Sensual gratification is not
the path of liberation but the path of
bondage.

Although we are indebted to the
demigods for the necessities of life
they provide, the demigods are
never independent of Lord Krsna in
supplying these necessities. We can
pay our debts to them by worshiping
Lord Krsna, as He requests.

Since we can get the highest
knowledge from the Gita, why
should we cling to a lower level of
knowledge? From the Gita we learn
that full satisfaction—material and
spiritual—comes from worshiping
Lord Krsna. Why should we turn to
the demigods?

Besides, worshiping Krsna is
easier than worshiping the demi-
gods. Especially in the present age,
by the mercy of Lord Krsna's
incarnation as Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu, we don’t need any prior
spiritual qualifications to begin
practicing bhakti-yoga and thereby
attain Krsna. We simply have to
chant the holy names: Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. Because
chanting connects us with Krsna, the
reservoir of all pleasure, it will
satisfy all our desires and awaken
our original love for Krsna. &

Please write us at: BTG, P.O. Box
430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA; fax:
(904) 462-7893. Or: BTG, 33 Janki
Kutir, Next to State Bank of Hydera-

| bad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049, India.

Phone: (022) 618-1718; fax: (022)
618-4827; e-mail: editors@com.bbt.se

What Is the
Hare Krsna Movement?

Founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) carries onin the modern
world a great ancient tradition
rooted in the Bhagavad-gita, the
teachings Lord Krsna spoke five
milleniums ago. The Gita and the
otherVedicscriptures declare Krsna
to be the original person, God Him-
self,who appears periodically in this
world to liberate all living beings.

Only five hundred years ago,
Krsna descended as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach the most sub-
lime and effective means of medita-
tion for the presentday: the chanting
of the names of God, especially as
found in the Hare Krsna mantra.

Today members of ISKCON
continue Lord Caitanya’s move-
ment by distributing the teachings
of Lord Krsna and the Hare Krsna
mantra all over the world.

Pronunciation

We spell Sanskrit words and names
by a phonetic system that lets you
know how to say each word. Pro-
nounce shortalike the uin but, long
alike the a in far (and held twice as
long as the short a). Pronounce e
like the ain evade,longilike theiin
pique. Pronounce the vowel r like
the ri in rim, and ¢ like the ch in
chair.Pronounce consonants like ch,
jh,and dhasinstaunch-heart. hedge-
hog, and red-hot. Pronounce § and s
like sh. So for Krsna say KRISHNA,
for Caitanya say CHAITANYA.

Spiritual llames

[SKCON members receive names
of Lord Krsna or His great devo-
tees, combined with Dasa, for men,
or Dasi, for women, both of which
mean “‘servant.” For instance, the
name Krsna Dasa means “servant
of Krsna.”
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KRONA

ONE HUNDRED PERCENT GOD

Lord Krsna reveals the process for knowing Him.

A lecture given in Hyderabad, India, on November 18, 1972

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acdrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

dehino ‘smin yatha dehe
kaumaram yauvanan jara

tatha dehantara-praptir
dhiras tatra na muhyati

“As the embodied soul continuously
passes, in this body, from boyhood to
youth toold age, the soul similarly passes
into another body at death. A sober per-
son is not bewildered by such a change.”

— Bhagavad-gita2.13

HIS VERSE IS FROM the second chapter of the

Bhagavad-gita. The first chapter is the prepar-

atory study of Bhagavad-gita, and the second
chapter is the summary study. Bhagavad-gita means
“the song sung by the Supreme Personality of God-
head.” Throughout Bhagavad-gita you’ll find the
words $r1 bhagavan uvaca: “The Supreme Personal-
ity of Godhead said.”

Bhagavad-gita is the science of understanding
God. As everything is understood thoroughly
through a scientific process, if you want to know God
you have to adopt the process by which one can

understand God. That process is de-
scribed in the Bhagavad-gita: bhaktya
mam abhijanati. Krsna,the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, says, “If anyone
wants to understand Me, he has to take
to the process of devotional service.”
not the speculative process or the mystic
yogic process or [ruitive activities.

This point is clearly stated not only
in Bhagavad-gita but in all other Vedic
scriptures. For example:

athapi te deva padambuja-dvaya-
prasada-lesanugrhita eva hi

janati tattvam bhagavan-mahimno
na canya eko pi ciram vicinvan

One can understand the Supreme Personality of
Godhead by His mercy only. Anyone who has re-
ceived a small particle of the prasadam—mercy—of
the Lord can understand Him.

No one can understand the Lord perfectly, be-
cause the Lord is unlimited. We have limited, imper-
fect senses, we are subject to illusion, we try to

Painting by Dhrti Devi Dasi
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We have so many defects.
Therefore it is not possible to understand God
simply by exercising our senses.

cheat—we have somanydefects. There-
fore it is not possible to understand
God simply by exercising our senses.

To know “God is very good, God is
great” is one thing, but by studying
Bhagavad-gita we not only know *“God
is great,” but we see what kind of God
He is, what His form is, and so on.

We have heard from the scriptures:

isvarah paramah krsnah
sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah

andadir adir govindah
sarva-karana-karanam

“Krsna, who is known as Govinda, is
the Supreme Godhead. He has an eter-
nal blissful spiritual body. He is the
origin ofall. He hasno other origin, and
He is the prime cause of all causes.”

When Krsna was present five thou-
sand years ago, He appeared in His
original form of eternity, bliss, and
knowledge. But the nondevotees could
not understand that He is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, because He
appeared to be a human being. Avaj-
ananti mam midha manusii tanum
asritam. Miuidha means less intelligent
persons. They may be very great schol-
ars, but in the matter of understanding
God, they're midhas. Why? Mayaya
apahrta-jnana asuram bhavam asritah

because they defy God. At present,
people are mostly asuram bhavam
asritah. Asuribhavameansto defy God:
“There is no God. God is dead. 1 am
God. You are God. So many Gods are
loitering in the street. Why are you
searching for God?”

There are so many such statements.
God has become so cheap.There are so
many “incarnations” of God,especially
in India. It is a breeding ground of
“Gods.” That means people do not
know what God is. They think God is
such a cheap thing. But from the
Bhagavad-gita we understand what

8 BACKTO GODHEAD « MAY/JUNE 1999

God 1s. When Arjuna asked Krsna,
“How are You controlling the whole
cosmos?” Krsna explained, and then
He concluded:

athava bahunaitena
kim jiatena tavarjuna
vistabhyaham idam krtsnam
ekamsena sthito jagat

“The whole material world is sustained
by a partial manifestation of My ener-
gies.” The material manifestation is
one fourth of God’s energy. The three-
fourths manifestation of His energy
is the spiritual world. Paras tasmat tu
bhave 'nyo 'vyakto ‘vyaktat sanatanah.
Besides the material world there is
another nature, which is spiritual. The
spiritual nature is described as para,
“superior.” There are two energies
working: material nature and spiritual
nature. Material nature is described in
the Bhagavad-gita:

bhiimir apo 'nalo vayuh
kharm mano buddhir eva ca
ahankara itiyari me
bhinna prakrtir astadha

These eight types of energy—earth,
waler, fire, air, sky, mind, intelligence,
and ego—make up the material nature.
Bhinna prakrtih. They are separated
energies, and they are inferior, apard.
Apareyam itas tvanyam prakrtin viddhi
me param. Beyond the inferior energy
is another, superior energy. That is the
living entity.

THE SUPERIOR ENERGY

The living being is an energy of the
Supreme Lord, just as the sunshine is
the energy of the sun globe. The sun-
shine is a combination of tiny shining
particles. It looks like one homoge-
neous thing, but it is made up of small

particles. That is the scientific under-
standing. Similarly, we are small par-
ticles of the Supreme Lord. How small?
That is also described in the scripture:

balagra-sata-bhagasya
satadha kalpitasya ca

bhago jivah sa vijneyah
sa canantyaya kalpate

The dimension of the living entity
is one ten-thousandth of the tip of a
hair. We are very proud of our eyes.
But here is the indication from the
scripture of the length and breadth of
the living soul. You may try to see if
with your eyes or your microscope,
but that is not possible. Therefore, one
class of philosophers, because they
cannot find the soul, say that it is
nirakara, “formless.”

Spiritual enlightenment means that
first we must try to understand the jiva,
the living entity. We can understand the
quality of the Lord by understanding
the jiva because the jiva is a small par-
ticle of the Lord. We can understand
the composition of gold from a small
particle of gold, or the chemical com-
position of the ocean from a drop of
ocean water. Similarly, if we analyze
the characteristics of the living entity,
we can understand the characteristics
of God.

AUTHORITIES
ACCEPT KRSNA

Therefore the beginning of spiritual
education is to understand one’s self.
That is called self-realization. How to
realize the self? We have to take knowl-
edge from others. We have to learn
from a teacher. Krsnais accepted as the
supreme teacher by great sages like
Vyasadeva,Narada, Devala, Asita, and
all other great sages,and in the modern
age by our acaryas, spiritual precep-



tors: Ramanujacarya, Madhvacarya,
Visljusve’lmi.Nimharka.Saﬁkarﬁcﬁrya.
We have to follow the acaryas. All these
acaryas accept Krsna as the Supreme
Lord. And five hundred years ago Sr1
Caitanya Mahaprabhu also accepted

Krsna as the Supreme Personality of
I81] P )

Godhead.

Srimad -Bhagavatam says, krsnas tu
bhagavan svayam: “Krsna is the Su-
preme Lord.” Similarly, Lord Brahma
says:

iSvarah paramah krsnah
sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah

anadir adir govindah
sarva-karana-karanam

“Govinda, Krsna, is the cause of all
causes. He is the primal cause, and He
is the very form of eternity. knowledge,
and bliss.”

Because we have so much evidence,
we have to accept Krsna as the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead. There
is no doubt about it. But why do peo-
ple not accept? Why do so many big
scholars and big scientists not accept
Krsna as the Supreme Personality of
Godhead? The reason is given in the
Bhagavad-gita:

na mam duskrtino midhah
prapadyante naradhamah
mayaydapahrta-jnana
asuram bhavam asritah

“Those miscreants who are grossly fool-
ish, who are lowest among mankind,
whose knowledge is stolen by illusion,
and who partake of the atheistic nature
of demons do not surrender unto Me.”

Krti means “meritorious,” and duskrii |

means “miscreants”—those who use
their merits for mischief-making. Ev-
eryone has merits, but some people use
their merits for mischief-making. For
example, a thief uses his good brain to
steal. Such a person is a duskrti.
Another class of people is called
midha. Midhameans“lessintelligent.”
or“unintelligent.” Anotherclassis nard-
dhama, “the lowest of the mankind.”
And finally, mayaya apahrta-jiianah,
“those whose knowledge has been
taken by maya, illusion.” These classes
of men do not surrender unto Krsna.
We are not manufacturing these
words. They are in Bhagavad-gita. If

we claim to study the Gita, we have to
accept the statements there. Bhagavad-
gita means “the song sung by the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead.”

Our Krsnaconsciousness movement
is meant to preach all over the world
that Krsna is the Supreme Personality
of Godhead: krsnas tu bhagavan sva-
vam. You are searching after God.
You are taxing your brain so much.
But in spite of this, you sometimes
say. “There is no God,” or “God is
dead,” or “Everyone is God,” and so
on. But our proposition is “Why are
you taxing your brain? Here is God:
Krsna.”

By hearing from authorities,by hear-
ing from the Vedic literature, by hear-
ing of Krsna’s activities, we can know
that Krsnais God. If we read about the
life of Krsna, we can see that He’s God
from the very beginning. God is not
manufactured by some mystic power.
God is God, and dog is dog. A dog
cannotl become God: God cannot
become a dog.

Krsnawas God from the very begin-
ning. As soon as Krsna took birth, He
appeared in His four-armed form as
Lord Visnu. But when his mother
prayed to Him to become an ordinary
child, He became an ordinary child
with two hands.So thatis God: He must
be God from the very beginning, not
that by attaining some mystic power
one can become God.

We already have power, because
each of us is a part and parcel of God.
Therefore we have qualities like God’s.
But we cannot become one hundred
percent God.Thatis not possible. Great
Vedic scholars have analyzed all the
demigods and other living entities and
have found that only Krsnais one hun-

dred percent God. Ete camsa-kalah
puriisah krsnas tu bhagavan svayam.
All others are subordinate. There are
many other gods, but they are not
the Supreme God. ISvarah paramah
krsnah.

We are speaking of the paramah
isvarah, or paramesvara. There are
two words: iSvara, paramesvara; atma,
paramatma. The param—supreme
is God. We are Brahman; He is Para-
brahman. So Parabrahman, Param-
atma, ParameS$vara—all these are
applicable to Krsna.

After hearing the Bhagavad-gita,
Arjuna admitted,

parar brahma parar dhama
pavitram paramari bhavan

purusarm sasvatam divyam
adi-devam ajam vibhum

“You are the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, the ultimate abode, the pur-
est, the Absolute Truth. You are the
eternal, transcendental, original per-
son, the unborn, the greatest.” That is
the position of Krsna.

In the Bhagavad-gita Krsna also
says, aham adir hi devanam:*1 am the
source of all the demigods.” There are
so many demigods—Indra, Candra,
Varuna, and so on. But Krsna says He
is their origin. And He says, aham sar-
vasya prabhavo mattah sarvam pravar-
late: “1 am the source of everything.
Everything emanates from Me.” In the
Vedanta-suira the Absolute Truth is

| described as janmady asya yatah: He

from whom everything emanates.
Because of His power, Krsna is
Bhagavan. Bhagavan means full in six
opulences. God must be the richest,
the strongest, the most famous, the

Hare Krishna Wovrld
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Third Class; outside the U.S.,$29. For subscriptions, ads, bulk orders,
3, Alachua,
FL 32616-0238, USA. Tel: (904) 462-5054. Fax: (904) 462-503
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That is God: He must be God
Jrom the very beginning, not that by attaining
some mystic power one can become God.

most beautiful, the most renounced,
and the most knowledgeable. That is
the definition of God. Lord Brahma
accepts Krsna as God by that defini-
tion: isvarah paramah krsnah, “Krsna
is the supreme controller.” Because
unless Krsna is the most powerful. how
can He be the supreme controller?
Every one of us is a small controller.
Someone controls in his office, some-
one controls in his family life, some-
one controls a few factories, but no
one cansay, I am the supreme control-
ler.” That is not possible. The supreme
controller is Krsna.

In this Krsna consciousness move-
ment we are trying link with the su-
preme controller. We do not wish to
become the controller. We want to be
controlled—but by the supreme con-
troller,not by others. Thatis our propo-
sition. For example, a person who has
torenderservice may hankerafter gov-
ernmentservice,becauseitis natural to
conclude, “If I have to serve someone,
why serve a petty merchant? Why not
take government service?”

We cannot but serve, any one of us.
That is our constitutional position. Ev-

ery one of usisaservant. So our propo- |

sition is “You are a servant in any case.
Why not become the servant of God?”
That is the proposition we make in the
Krsna consciousness movement.

In material consciousness we are
all servants of our senses. By the dicta-

called illusion. I am not master. I am
servant. But I am trying to become
master artificially. That is the struggle
for existence.

When you give up this wrong idea
—"1 am master”—and try to become
the servant of the Supreme, that is
called liberation. Liberation does not
mean achieving a gigantic form or so
many hands and so many legs. Liber-
ation means to become liberated from
the wrong consciousness. The wrong
consciousness is to think, “I am mas-
ter.” We have to change this conscious-
ness. That is the purpose of the Krsna
consciousness movement.

One has to understand thoroughly
that he’s not master, he’s servant. He’s
completely dependent on the supreme
will. If we do not surrender to the su-
preme will, then we have to surrender
to the will of maya. We have to remain
a servant. If we reject servitude of the
Supreme Lord, then we have to be-
come the servant of the senses. That is
maya. Actually, that is going on. The
whole world is serving different types
of desire.

Now,we have not manufactured the
Krsna consciousness movement. We

| getit from the Bhagavad-gita: sarva-

tion of our lusty desires. we will do |

anything abominable. So we are all
servants. Therefore, Caitanya Maha-
prabhu says, jivera svariipa haya nitya-
krsna-dasa: Our real constitutional po-
sition is that we are eternal servants of
God, Krsna. But in the material condi-
tion of life, every one of us is trying
to become the master. That is the
struggle for existence. Everyone is
trying: “I shall become the master. I
shall become the Supreme.” But our
position is servant. So our thinking is
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dharman parityajya mam ekamn sara-
nart vraja. Krsna says, “Give up all
these nonsense desires.Surrender unto
Me.” That is the whole purpose of the
Bhagavad-gita. Maya dictates our de-
sires, which dictate us. And we want to
falsely become the master. That is illu-
sion.We are not master. How can we be
master? We may be scientifically ad-
vanced. We may manufacture wonder-
ful machines and weapons, but after
all, we are subjected to the rules of
maya:birth,disease,old age,and death.
We cannot escape these four principles
of maya’s machinery.

Therefore the sane man, who is ac-
tually learned, surrenders to Krsna.
Bahanam janmanam ante jianavan

mam prapadyate. One who becomes
wise surrenders to Krsna. Otherwise,
one thinks, “Who is Krsna? I am as

| good as Krsna. [ am God.” That is

maya. That is not actually knowledge.

In Srs’nmd—Bhﬁgﬂwrmm it is said,
ve ‘nye ‘ravindaksa vimukta-maninah.
There are those who think they have
become liberated and have become
Narayana, or God. But actually they

| are not, because they're subjected to

the rules of material nature. They
cannot get out of its clutches. Who
can? Mam eva ye prapadyante. Krsna
says, “Anyone who surrenders unto

Me.”

daivi hy esa gunamayi
mama maya duratyaya

mam eva ye prapadyante
maydam elam taranti te

“This divine energy of Mine, consisting
of the three modes of material nature,
is difficult to overcome. But those who
have surrendered unto Me can easily
cross beyond it.”

Therefore the Krsna consciousness
movement is a very pious movement,
promoting the most glorious welfare
activities. And we are preaching this
movement all over the world. Our only
ambition is to place Krsna as the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead. We
don’t want to become Krsna; we want
to become the most obedient servant
of Krsna. That is our proposition.

We invite everyone, from all parts
of the world, and people are coming.
They are joining this movement. Krsna
appeared in India, so India has a
special advantage in understanding
Krsna. But Indians are neglecting to
understand Krsna. That's a great mis-
fortune. But we request everyone to
join this movement, study the philoso-
phy, and become happy. That is our
proposition.

Thank you very much. @



TI IAT GREAT SAINTS exist is the
most powerful proof for me that God
exists. Few of us get excited about
academic exercises proving God’s
existence, and most of us have been
born with a healthy amount of
skepticism. Therefore, we need to find
personal proofs, proofs that can
conquer our doubts and convince us
not only of God’s existence, but of
our need for Him. Often, discussions
about the philosophy of religion are
just too abstract. They don’t touch
our hearts. What touches my heart is
that throughout history certain
human beings have developed a high
degree of God realization and have
acted upon it in their lives.

[ hadn’t met any great souls
before I met Srila Prabhupada in the
summer of 1966. I was raised Catho-
lic, but in my nominally Catholic
family I had never even heard about
the lives of the Catholic saints, nor
did I meet anyone who claimed to
follow them. By the time I met Srila
Prabhupada, I was a professed
atheist. But I recognized Prabhu-
pada’s saintliness at once, and it was
both his saintliness and his own faith
in Krsna’s existence that convinced
me there was more to spirituality
than I thought.

When Prabhupada spoke, I was
captivated. I had never heard such
descriptions of saintly persons—
Vyasadeva, Pariksit Maharaja, Lord
Caitanya and His followers. And
when Prabhupada plunged into
explanations of transmigration, the
spiritual world, karma, hell, I was
able to look at the life he led and his
intense dedication and certainty and
find a frame of reference by which to

Saints Offer Proof

by Satsvariipa Dasa Goswami

accept such foreign concepts.

Every major religion has scrip-
tures, most have an institution, and al
have a mixture of adherents, some
following strictly, some nominally,
and others somewhere in the middle.

Every religion also has a line of saints

who have established and developed
and directed the congregation’s faith.
That small group of inwardly re-
nounced stalwarts, who truly identify
with the ultimate perfection being
professed, are the living force behind
the religion. Without their presence,

people are not inspired to achieve the

goal themselves.

There is a story told in the
Hassidic tradition of a famous guru
who advised an aspirant to approach
a particular saint. “If you want to
know the truth, you should go to this
saint not to hear the Torah, but to see
how he puts on his shoes.” That is
how we absorbed Krsna conscious-
ness from Srila Prabhupada: We
watched him put on his shoes and
perform numerous other small and
seemingly ordinary activities with
such humility and extraordinary
concentration on his Krsna conscious
mission that his conviction in Krsna
consciousness developed our own.

Because such saints are far above
us in conviction and ability to
practice, we need to find the key by
which we can apply their example in
our lives. The scriptures say we can-
not imitate a saint’s behavior, and
many of us have discovered the truth
of this in one way or another. As we
cannot become Krsna by pretending
we can do what He did, so we cannot

activities. All we can do is appreciate

Lessons from the Road

the saint’s perfection and learn to

aspire as the saint aspired. Admit-

1 | ting our fallen nature, we can never-

| theless follow the instructions of the
saintly teacher. We can also take
courage from his or her example
when we execute our own devo-
tional service, and we can fall at the
saint’s feet to beg for mercy and
help. We can trust the saints, and
trust their spiritual process.

We can also hear their prayers.
The scriptures are full of the pray-
ers of saints. Here is a famous
prayer by Srila Madhavendra Pur,
exemplifying his exclusive devotion
to Krsna and his renunciation of all
mundane religion:

O my evening prayer, all good to
you. O my morning bath, I bid
you good-by. O demigods and
forefathers, please excuse me. |
am unable to perform any more
offerings for your pleasure. Now |
have decided to free mysell from
all reactions to sins simply by
remembering anywhere and
everywhere the great descendent
of Yadu and the great enemy of
Kamsa, Lord Krsna. I think this is
sufficient for me. What is the use

! of further endeavor?

We cannot imitate Madhavendra
Purt’s prayer or his mood, but we
| can value it, and from his prayer
| and his life’s example, we too can
learn to make an earnest cry from
the heart.

Satsvartipa Dasa Goswami is the
author of many books, including a

| become a saint by imitating his or her | six-volume biography of Srila

Prabhupada.
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Lord Krsna drives Arjuna’s chariot between the two armies.
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(The compiler has applied a question-
and-answer format to the Introduc-
tion to Bhagavad-gita As It Is, by His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada. Most of the
answers are taken verbatim from that
Introduction— Editors)

What is Bhagavad-gita?

Bhagavad-gita (“The Song of God”),
also known as Gitopanisad, is the
essence of Vedic knowledge and one
of the most important Upanisads in
Vedic literature. It was spoken five
thousand years ago by Lord Sr1
Krsna to the prince Arjuna on the
Battlefield of Kuruksetra (located
about 130 miles north of modern
New Delhi). The sage Vyasadeva
recorded the conversation, spoken in
Sanskrit, and included it in his epic
Mahabharata.

Are all commentaries on
Bhagavad-gita of equal value?

There are many English commentar-
ies on the Bhagavad-gita, but none of
them can be strictly said to be author-
itative, because in almost every one
of them the commentator has ex-
pressed his own opinions without
touching the spirit of Bhagavad-gita.
To be bona fide, the translator must
be a recognized devotee of the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, Lord
Sri Krsna, and his views must be
corroborated by evidence from other
Vedic scriptures and spiritual masters
in the line of disciplic succession.

What is the spirit of Bhagavad-gita?

The spirit of Bhagavad-gita is men-
tioned in Bhagavad-gita itself. It is
just like this: I we want to take a
particular medicine, we have to fol-
low the directions on the label. We
cannot take the medicine according
to our own whim or the directions of
a friend. It must be taken according
to the directions on the label or the
directions given by a physician. Simi-
larly, Bhagavad-gita should be taken

or accepted as it is directed by the
speaker Himself. The speaker of
Bhagavad-gita is Lord Sri Krsna.
He is mentioned on every page of
the Gita as the Supreme Personal-
ity of Godhead, Bhagavan.

What is the significance of the
word bhagavan?

Sometimes the word bhagavan is
applied to any powerful person or
any powerful demigod, and cer-
tainly in Bhagavad-gita, bhagavan
designates Lord Sri Krsna as a
great personality, but at the same
time we should know that Lord
Sri Krsna is the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead, as confirmed by
all great acaryas (spiritual mas-
ters) like Szlﬁkal‘écﬁrya, Raman-
ujacarya, Madhvacarya, Nimbarka
Svami, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
and many other authorities of
Vedic knowledge in India.

The Lord Himself also estab-
lishes Himself as the Supreme
Personality of Godhead in the
Bhagavad-gita, and He is accepted
as such in the Brahma-samhita and
all the Puranas, especially the
Srimad-Bhagavatam, known as the
Bhagavata Purana (krsnas tu bhaga-
van svayam). Therefore we should
take Bhagavad-gita as it is directed by
the Personality of Godhead Himself.

To whom was Bhagavad-gita
first spoken?

In the Fourth Chapter of Bhagavad-
gita (4.1-3) the Lord informs Arjuna
that this system of yoga, the
Bhagavad-gita, was first spoken to the
sun-god, and the sun-god explained it
to Manu, and Manu explained it to
Iksvaku, and in that way, by disciplic
succession, one speaker after another,
this yoga system has been coming
down. But in the course of time it has
become lost. Consequently the Lord
has to speak it again, this time to
Arjuna on the Battlefield of
Kuruksetra.

Why did Krsna choose Arjuna as the
recipient of Bhagavad-gita?

The Lord tells Arjuna that He is
relating this supreme secret to him

The sun-god, Vivasvan (top), speaks the
eternal knowledge of Bhagavad-gita to
Manu, who later (bottom) delivers the same
teachings to his son Iksvakit.

| because Arjuna is His devotee and
His friend. Bhagavad-gita is a treatise
of the most confidential spiritual
knowledge and is especially meant
for the devotee of the Lord. Krsna
tells Arjuna that because the old
succession was broken, He is making
him the first receiver of a new
parampara (disciplic succession).

Who is fit to understand
Bhagavad-gita?

There are three classes of transcen-
dentalists, namely the jiani, the yogi,
and the bhakta, or the impersonalist,
the meditator, and the devotee. The
Lord taught Bhagavad-gita to Arjuna
because Arjuna was a devotee of the
LLord, a direct student, and His inti-
mate friend. Therefore a person with
qualities similar to Arjuna’s is best
qualified to understand the Guta. That
is to say one must be a devotee in a
direct relationship with the Lord.
Arjuna was in a relationship with the
Lord as friend. Of course, there is a
gulf of difference between this

| friendship and the friendship found
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in the material world. This is transcen-
dental friendship, which cannot be
had by everyone.

Bhagavad-gita should be taken up
in a spirit of devotion. We should not
think ourselves equal to Krsna, nor
should we think that Krsna is an ordi-
nary person or even a very great per-
son. Lord Sri Krsna is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. So according
to the statements of Bhagavad-gita or
the statements of Arjuna, who is
trying to understand Bhagavad-gita,
we should at least theoretically accept
Sri Krsna as the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, and with that submissive
spirit we can understand Bhagavad-
gita. For the nondevotee it is very
difficult to understand Bhagavad-gita,
because it is a great mystery.

Why is Vedic knowledge received
through disciplic succession?

Vedic knowledge is not a question of
research, nor is it imparted by defec-
tive living entities. Our research work
is imperfect because we are research-
ing things with imperfect senses. We
have to accept perfect knowledge that
comes down, as stated in Bhagavad-
gita, by the parampara (disciplic
succession). We have to receive

Responsible Publishing

Why and How the BBT Publishes

Revisions of Srila Prabhupada’s Books

Because Srila Prabhupada’s
books are sacred works, his

followers may sometimes wonder:

Is it proper to edit them? Is it
proper to revise them? In this
book, Srila Prabhupada’s pub-
lisher, the Bhaktivedanta Book
Trust, answers these and related
questions. Softbound, 8%2"x 11",
67 pages. $1.50 plus shipping.
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knowledge from the proper source in
disciplic succession beginning with
the supreme spiritual master, the
Lord Himself, and handed down to a
succession of spiritual masters.
Arjuna, the student who took lessons
from Lord Sri Krsna, accepts every-
thing that Krsna says without contra-
dicting Him. One is not allowed to
accept one portion of Bhagavad-gita
and not another. We must accept

Bhagavad-gita without interpretation,

without deletion, and without our
own whimsical participation in the
matter. The Gita should be taken as
the most perfect presentation of
Vedic knowledge. It was imparted
unto the heart of Brahma, the first
created living being, and Brahma in
turn disseminated the knowledge to
his sons and disciples.

What makes Vedic knowledge infalli-
ble and human knowledge imper-
fect?

Vedic knowledge is received from
transcendental sources, and the first
words were spoken by the Lord
Himself. The words spoken by the
Lord are called apauruseya, meaning

| that they are different from words

spoken by a person of the mundane
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| world who is infected with four

defects. A mundaner

Is sure to commit mistakes

Is invariably illusioned

Has the tendency to cheat others
Is limited by imperfect senses.

With these four imperfections, one
cannot deliver perfect information of
all-pervading knowledge.

Consequently, the followers of the
Vedas accept Vedic knowledge to be
complete and infallible. For example,
cow dung is the stool of an animal, and
according to smrti, or Vedic injunction,
if one touches the stool of an animal
he has to take a bath to purify himself.
But in the Vedic scriptures cow dung is
considered a purifying agent. One
might consider this to be contradic-
tory, but it is accepted because it is a
Vedic injunction, and indeed by
accepting this. one will not commit a
mistake; subsequently it has been
proved by modern science that cow
dung contains antiseptic properties. So
Vedic knowledge is complete because
it is above all doubts and mistakes, and
Bhagavad-gita is the essence of all
Vedic knowledge.

Do we have to love the Supreme
Personality of Godhead only as the
Supreme Father?

Everyone has a particular relationship

with the Lord, and that relationship is
evoked by the perfection of devotion-

| al service. But in our present status,

not only have we lorgotten the Su-
preme Lord, but we have also forgot-
ten our eternal relationship with Him.
As soon as one becomes a devotee of
the Lord, one also has a direct rela-
tionship with the Lord, That is a very
elaborate subject matter, but briefly it
can be stated that a devotee isin a
relationship with the SupremePerson-
ality of Godhead in one of five ways:

1. In a passive state (awe without
service)

2. In an active state (as a servant)

3. As a friend

4. As a parent

5. As a conjugal lover €

Krishan B. Lal, an ISKCON Life
Member, is retired and lives in Hun-
tington Beach, California.



SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

“Are You the Boss of Your Body?”

Here we continue an exchange between His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and some of his
disciples. It took place in Los Angeles, on the morning of
December 13, 1973, during a walk along the Pacific shore.

Srila Prabhupada (to Disciple 1): So, you are the boss of
your body?

Disciple 2 (also to Disciple 1): Are you telling the stomach
how to digest, the hair how to grow, and so on?

Srila Prabhupada: No, you are not.

Disciple 1: No. But, I'm still thinking that there must be
some relationship between me—the spirit soul—and all
these innumerable other souls living within my body’s cells.
Srila Prabhupada: Wherever you look there is some rela-
tionship with other souls. That relationship is already there.
For instance, I am walking on this sand, so I have some
relationship with it. If the sand were not :
firm enough, then I could not very i
easily walk on it. So the rela- .
tionship with others is there
already;you are already inter-
mingled in it. But within this
vast cosmic situation, with so
many trillions of souls, what is
each soul’s most important re-
lationship? That knowledge is
wanted. Most important to each
of these innumerable souls is his
relationship with God.

Disciple 1: But, Srila Prabhupada,
it seems that if the cells within
my current material body
were not working,

I, the soul, would go away. So this particular relationship
also appears quite important.

Srila Prabhupada: That is merely your theory: that because
the cells are working, the soul is living. That is your theory.
But our “theory,” the Vedic conception, is that because the
soulisliving there, the cells are working. That is our “theory™:
Thesoulis there,and because of the soul’s presence, the cells
are working. All this I have already explained.

I say to the scientists, “You take the effect, the material
body, as the cause. And you take the cause, the soul’s
presence, as the effect. All this is because you have insuf-
ficient knowledge. Because you are in illusion.”

Disciple 2: But, Srila Prabhupada, experts in medical science
don’t appear to be totally without knowledge. They can
point and say, for instance, “Oh, this man has this particular
disecase of the blood. He will die in six months.”

Srila Prabhupada: That is not actual knowledge. That is
merely experience. We are now walking parallel to the
shoreline. Suppose I say, “If you turn ninety degrees and
walk perpendicular to the shoreline, and then go a hun-
dred feet, you’'ll be swallowed up by the water.” Is that

very wonderful scientific knowledge? [ Laughter.]

That so-called knowledge is merely a question of
experience. Why do you take it as wonderful? “Oh!

This person said thatif you walk perpendicular to the

shoreline and go a hundred feet, you'll be swallowed

up by the water, and now I have been swallowed up
by the water!”

That is your foolishness. Any fool can make pro-
nouncements like this. He must have a little experi-
ence; that’s all. This “knowledge” is
not a very wonderful thing. The
fool has not created anything.
He just has a little experience.
Disciple 2: O.K. But then

the scientists can say,“Well,
you may laugh that we
have no thorough under-
standing of anything—all
we have is experience:
If we try this thing, we
get this result; if we try
that thing, we get that
result. Laugh all you
like. But when we give
(pleaseturnto page 34)



asl

D

Vi

De

a

-priy

na

raduate
S

by Kr

o
4

A




The girls of
the Vaisnava
Academy in
Alachua,
Florida (left).
Below, left,
Krsna wor-
ships Srila
Prabhupada
on the ashram
altar. Below,
the author,
Krsna-priya.

Reflections

lenges of her life in a Krsna conscious boarding school.

MOKE DRIFTED INTO my eyes as

the priest lifted aladle and poured

more clarified butter into the sa-
cred fire. Flamesleapthigherand higher
from the small teepee of sticks. My
heart pounded. In a few minutes would
be my turn to speak. Images of ashram
life sprung into my mind. What could I
say? How could I convey my experi-
ences in the ashram in one short gradu-
ation speech?

The priest finished chanting man-
tras and set down the ladle. The devo-
tees in attendance began singing Hare
Krsna, and [ reflected on my two years
in the ashram.

A DARING CHOICE

I was born in 1980 to devotees of
Krsna. For seven years | attended a
Krsna conscious schoolin New Vrinda-
van, West Virginia. Then, impelled by a
desire to have fun and forget spiritual
life, I decided to attend a public school.
But by the time [ was sixteen, [ felt
empty and frustrated and wanted to
jump back into spiritual life. I began
chanting sixteen rounds*
and attending the temple
programs every morning,
And to complete my aca-
demic education and focus
on my spiritual life, I en-
rolled in the Vaisnava
Academy for Girls,a Hare
Krsna boarding school
near Gainesville, Florida.

While packing my bags,
2 | mentally prepared my-
i- self for boot camp. I ex-
[Y pected the teachers to be
85 dictators who shouted or-
" ders and enforced a com-
plex system of rules and punishments. I
expected to find girls planning run-
aways or marking the calendar for the
days left until vacation.

Instead, the students and the teach-
ers—respectfully addressed as Mother
Laksmimani and Mother Akuti—swept
away my apprehensions. The teachers
talked and laughed with the girls and

*Devotees in the Krsna consciousness
movement chant the Hare Krsna mantraon
a string of 108 beads. Each set of 108 man-
tras is called a “round.” Initiated devotees
vow to chant at least sixteen rounds a day.
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Kosarapa Devi Dasi

Engaging Youthful Energies

Laksmimani Devi Dasi was initi-
ated by Srila Prabhupada in 1969 -
and has been working in education
since 1974.

Ask her for a few words on
Krsna conscious
education, and
you're sure to get
a lot more than a
few. She’s a lead-
er in her field,
and her years of
experience have
given her plenty of realizations.
Here are some of her thoughts:

“Ashram life, especially for
teenagers, is a voluntary thing. No
one should come who doesn’t
want to be here.”

“The parents must have a
vision of Krsna consciousness that
runs parallel to the school’s. Regu-
lar communication between
parents, teachers, and students is
essential.”

“We should dedicate our life to
being Krsna conscious and, when-
ever possible, making it fun. We
should not dedicate our life to
having fun and, whenever possible,
making it Krsna conscious.”

“The training that students get
in the ashram should serve them
whether they live in the temple or
outside.”

“I learn as much from my stu-
dents as they learn from me.”

Akuti Devi Dasi was initiated by
Srila Prabhupada in 1970 and got
involved in children’s education
ten years later. She has been
working with Laksmimani Devi
Dasi since they served together at
a school in Lake Huntington, New
York, eighteen years ago.
“Mother Akuti does every-
thing for the girls,” Krsna-priya
says. “She fixes everything they
break, cleans up after they’re done
cleaning, roughs them up in
physical education class, complains
to the other teachers about them,
and most of all, loves them.”
Akuti also does carpentry (she
built her own house). teaches pot-
tery and woodworking (she’s an
artist, sculptor, and woodcarver),
and regularly cooks feasts at the
i temple and
goes out to
spread Krsna
CONSCIOUSNESS.
“With so
many distrac-
tions in ma-
terialistic
society,” says
Akuti, “it’s
difficult keeping the girls happy in
Krsna consciousness. We try to
provide a dynamic program that
will keep their youthful propensi-
ties engaged in a transcendental
way.”

Virnda, a
student from

that life in the
ashram
provides
opportunities
to learn more
that just the
three R’s.

Sweden, shows

gave valuable, though sometimes dif-
ficult, instructions. The students stole
sweets from the refrigerator, sneaked
away from kitchen duty, and whis-
pered secrets into the night. But these
girls differed in many ways from my
public school friends. They strove to
put Krsna in the center of their lives.
They danced enthusiastically in kir-
tana. They asked sincere questions in
Bhagavad-gita class. They even com-
peted to be first in the shower at 3:30 in
the morning to prepare for the early
temple services.

Although my initial impressions
were good, I had a hard time develop-
ing relationships with the girls. The
ashram included girls from ages thir-
teen to eighteen on all levels of spiri-
tual advancement. Some had taken the
vows of spiritual initiation. Some loved
kirtana but couldn’t focus enough to
chant a set number of rounds. And
some were just young and frivolous.

In the beginning I spent time only
with the few older girls who were initi-
ated. Mother Laksmimani repeatedly
encouraged me to help those strug-
gling spiritually and to make friends
with the other girls my age. But I kept
my distance.

THE ASHRAM ROUTINE

Despite these little difficulties, I
slipped comfortably into the daily
ashram routine. Every morning we
drove three miles to the temple, first at
4:30 and then again at 7:15, for kirtana
and class. Upon returning to the ash-
ram at 8:45, we jumped out of the van
and raced into the dining room, which
soon filled with the clatter of stain-
less steel plates being set in a row on
the floor. One girl would grab the tray
of blueberry muffins from the oven,
another would serve fresh fruit and
soaked chickpeas, and I would take
the sweet hot milk off the stove. After
the prasadam was served, we’d devour
everything on our plates.

At 9:45 a clanging brass hand bell
called the students to the school build-
ing next to the ashram. To begin the
school day, we stood at our desks with
our hands folded and in unison loudly
chanted Sanskrit prayers. Next came
the day’s first class, on Bhagavad-gita,
taught by Mother Laksmimani. She
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skills to communicate our values to our
peers. The course made me more aware
of the reality of the world and how the
media encourages teens to break the
four regulative principles.

School was always a storm of activ-

ity. In the morning, Mother Indulekha |

taught algebra and science and Mother
Sita-priya taughtlogic, history,and com-
position. In the afternoons I attended
elective courses such as art, sewing,

music, cooking, pottery, computers,
wood shop, Bharat Natyam dance, and
swimming or other sports.

On weekends, if [ wasn’t cramming
for tests or finishing my dreaded alge-
bra sets, I was chanting with the girls
and other devotees on the beaches of
Jacksonville or in the streets of Or-
lando. There’s always a steady stream
of festivals in Krsna consciousness, SO
often,just when I thought I'd relax and

take it easy, a festival would pop up.
We'd perform plays and dances at fes-
tivals, which meant lots of rehearsal
time. Sometimes I'd be so busy that I'd
find myself practicing drama lines be-
tween bites of prasadam.

Every Friday we chanted in front
of the University of Florida in down-
town Gainesville. Afterwards we dis-
| tributed Srila Prabhupada’s books. At

| first it was hard for me. I remember
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Grateful Students

BTG interviewed the girls living in

the ashram when this article was being
put together, last December. (Krsna-
priya, the author of the main article,
graduated in May last year.)

I like the ashram so
much because it
provides valuable
training that will stay
with us and guide us
* for the rest of our
]m,a. I feel so honored to have such
wonderful examples in front of me as
Mother Laksmimani and Mother
Akuti, who have dedicated their lives
to Srila Prabhupada. By their good
example I am chanting more seri-
ously and trying to develop an
attachment to the holy name.
—Amrta Devi Dasi
b‘ I agreed to go the
ashram because I
didn’t like Sweden
and thought it would
be cool to check out
- America. A lot has
changed since I first came. I find
myself being one of the “big girls”
and having to deal with young, naive
girls, trying to be a good example for
them as the previous girls were to me.
What has compelled me to stay even
through the hard times is that I know
this is the best place I could ever be. I
have good association and wonderful
teachers, I learn something new every
day, and I'm constantly surrounded
by Krsna and His holy names. I know
that when I graduate I'm going to
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cherish the memories of ashram life
and always remember the friends I
made. —Vrnda Devi Das1

I like the concept and
mood of the ashram,
but in particular I like
that it opens so many
doors for you. When
™ I'm here I feel I can do
anything; ljust have to set my mind
to it. The best thing I'm getting here
is not so much the education, but the
relationships with so many nice
devotee girls. —Krsna Devi Dasi

sometimes I feel
picked on, but most of
the time I feel great
that I have so many
older sisters who really
do care about me. They are always
there when I'm in need, giving me
guidance and encouragement. Our
motto here is “If you think you can
or you think you can’t, you're
probably right.” I used to give up on
things easily, but now a whole new
world has opened up to me. The
whole mood here is centered on
becoming a better devotee and a
better person. —Kamala Devi Dasi

laughing together over
silly mistakes (usually
made by me); the idea
. of putting others be-
fore yourself, even
when you don t want to; spending
winter nights together packing can-
dies to sell at Christmas time; joining
others to sing devotional songs on

Since I'm the youngest,

I enjoy the little things:

festival days and weekends; and most
of all, having little heartfelt talks with
sincere devotees who have your wel-
fare in mind. —Sarasvati Devi Dasi

I like that you are
constantly reminded
of how to become a
better person and a
better devotee. Most
of the girls are older
and more advanced than [ am, so
they seem to feel pretty comfortable
telling me what to do or how to do
something. I've really learned from
being corrected a lot in the ashram.
Since we're always together, we can
see what each of us needs to work on.
—Nilacala Devi Dasi

Before 1 came to the
ashram, my main goal
was to enjoy. Now that
I'm here, I still want to
enjoy, but I’ve also
developed a desire to
g0 back home, back to Krsna. Even
though I'm a long way from being
free from attachment to this material
world, by association I'm acquiring a
taste for the simple, Krsna conscious
life. —Radhika Devi Dasi

One time we all went
to Wal-Mart to buy
gifts for Amrta’s
birthday. After a while,
Mother Laksmi-
mant told us to hurry
up and pay for the gifts. I quickly
chose a present, and then realized
that my twenty dollars was not

in my hand. Frantically, I searched
some of the places in the store



trying to persuade my immobile legs to
approach a group of college kids, but
somehow my shoes stayed glued to the
asphalt. My ears anticipated the sticky-
sweet, high-pitched, “No thank you, I
just spent all my money on groceries.

Maybe next time,” or the breathy, |

“Sorry, I'm in a rush,” followed by a
slamming car door. Yet each time, after
distributing for an hour I felt ecstatic. I

my mother about the cool hippie girl
from college or the professor who asked
lots of questions and then bought a
Bhagavad-gita.

GROWING ON PILGRIMAGE

I came to love life in the ashram.
And when the teachers scheduled a
trip to India, I was eager to go. I pre-

would begin writing a mental letter to | pared for the long journey with noth-

where I'd been, but it was impos-
sible. I'd been all over the store and
could have dropped the money
anywhere.

Downcast, [ returned to the wait-
ing van. The girls sympathized with
me as | thought of my stupidity. I
didn’t want to tell my parents, who
had given me the money, but I knew
it would come out sooner or later.

As I sat in the van, staring out the
window, visualizing my fate, I noticed
the girls whispering about something
or other. Thinking it was a cruel
game, | pretended not to notice and
kept staring out the window.

“Hey, Sara,” said Sita-Rama,
turning around in her seat to face me.

“Yeah?” I answered.

Slowly, she placed a wad of bills in
my hands.

“What's this for?” I asked, staring
at the bills.

“We all pitched in and gave a
dollar,” she replied, “so your parents
won’t get mad. There’s ten dollars.
It’s not much, but it’s half of what
you lost.”

Looking at all the faces smiling
down at me, I was at a loss for words.
My parents weren't mad at me,
and they were happy that I'm in such
good association and friendliness. I’ll

never forget that time when I was
shown such kindness.
—Saranagati Devi Dasi

The people and teach-
ers with whom I learn
and experience things
i here are personal and
fun to be around. It’s

; the people who make
this place great. [t’s well organized by

our headmasters, who always have
new ideas for the big garden, the
house, or the school. We're always
busy and having fun.
—Vilasa-manjari Devi Dasi

I know I can’t live
anywhere without the
shelter of the ashram
until I graduate, be-

i, cause I'm so attached
~24 to everything here. |
find it extremely hard not to miss the
girls’ association while on break. I
think everything here is a great tool
for Krsna consciousness—and the
prasadam is really, really good!
—Janaki Devi Dasi

I have realized how
association with
devotees is such an
important factor in
Krsna consciousness.
Now I have twelve
sisters who really watch out for me,
who encourage me when things get
tough and I'm ready to slip. I like the
family atmosphere that keeps me
bonded with the devotees.
—Sita-Rama Devi Das1

Since entering the
ashram, I feel I've
become more re-
sponsible. It has made
me want to stay a
: ! devotee for the rest
of my life, because now I can see
better the distresses of the material
world and the happiness of Krsna
consciousness.

—Vrndavana Devi Dast

ingmore than one little suitcase,a hand-
bag, and a small bedroll. In India the
culture of simple living and high think-
ing described in our Bhagavad-gita
classes became a reality. | ate from
banana-leaf plates and washed my
clothes by hand. To visit temples, |
walked barefoot on little pathways be-
tween rice paddies. I rode creaking
wooden boats down the sacred Ganga.

As our adventures unfolded, I
learned to appreciate the other stu-
dents. I'd sometimes looked down on
the girls who weren’t seriously aspir-
ing for initiation. But after traveling
throughout India with them, I realized
how each girl showed enthusiasm and
sincerity in her own way.

One day in the city of Pune, one of
the younger girls,who had just recently

| joined the ashram, stood before hun-

dreds of devotees and said she was so
inspired by her experiences in India
that now she wanted to chant sixteen
rounds every day and stay in the ash-
ram until she graduated. She explained
that she had entered the ashram only
to please her father but now she knew
it was the safest place for her to avoid
the negative pressures of teen life. It
warmed my heart to see the grave ex-
pression on her fourteen-year-old face
as she spoke her realizations about
Krsna consciousness.

My most enlivening experience in
India was attending ISKCON’s annual
festivalin Mayapur, West Bengal, Lord
Caitanya’s birthplace. Every day I at-
tended seminars on various aspects of
Krsna consciousness. In the evenings 1
danced in kirtanas with hundreds of
devotees from all over the world. And
I'wasamazed tosee Srila Prabhupada’s
vision for a magnificent temple unfold-
ing amid straw huts and rice paddies.

MY TURN TO SPEAK

Few children my age have the op-
portunity to travel throughout India
and even fewer have the chance to
complete their education in a Krsna
conscious school. Now,having returned
from India, I was standing before a
crowd of friends and well-wishers try-
ing to express my gratitude. In a shaky
voice | thanked Mother Laksmimani
and Mother Akuti for allowing me to
be in the ashram. Stepping before the
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MAHABHARATA

THE

HISTORY OF

G ROE AN ESR SN SE RIS

P
Sisupala’s Rag
The King of Cedi interrupts the
Rajasiiya sacrifice to blaspheme Lord Krsna.

Translated from Sanskrit
by Hridayananda Dasa Goswami

The sage Vaisampayana is telling the history of the
Pandavas to their great-grandson, King Janamejaya.
As the narration continues, Vaisampayana describes
how Sisupala objected when Lord Krsna was cho-
sen the first to be worshiped at the great Rajasiiya
sacrifice of King Yudhisthira, now emperor of the
world.
-
ISUPALA COULD NOT tolerate the worship
offered to Lord Krsna. The mighty SiSupala,
King of Cedi, rejected and insulted Krsna,
in the process publicly reviling Bhisma and
Yudhisthira.

Sisupala said, “When all these exalted lords of
the earth are standing here, Yudhisthira, this Vrsni
man Krsna does not deserve the honor of a ruler, as
if He were a king. O Pandava, this is improper
behavior for the exalted Pandavas. Out of selfish-
ness you have worshiped lotus-eyed Krsna. You
Pandavas are all childish! You can’t understand, for
the principles of religion are quite subtle. And this
Bhisma,son of Ganga, has transgressed the law, for
he has little vision. Like you, Bhisma is certainly
bound to justice. So, because he is acting whimsi-
cally to please his favorite, he deserves even more
disdain among the societies of decent people.

“How in the midst of all the kings of the earth
can this Krsna of the Dasarhas, who is not even a
king, deserve such honors, the way you have all
worshiped Him? Or do you actually think Krsna to

L]

L ]

be senior? When His elderly father Vasudeva is
present, how can his son deserve these honors? Or
evenif Krsna wishes you well and has rendered you
service, how can He deserve such worship when
Drupada is present? O Kuru chief, if perhaps you
consider Krsna to be your teacher, how could you
worship Him when [your real teacher| Drona is
standing here? Or if you think Krsna to be a priest,
O Kuru son, why should you worship Krsna when
thelearned sage Dvaipayana [the greatest of priests]
is present? Krsnais not a priest, a teacher, or a king,
and yet He is being worshiped. Why else but out of
your capricious desire to please Him?

“Then again, if you are indeed to worship
Krsna, then why bring all these kings here? To
insult them? We offer tribute to Yudhisthira not
out of fear or greed or diplomacy but because he
is a man dedicated to virtue who aspired to be the
lord of the earth. We offer tribute to him, but he
does not consider us. What else could this be but
disrespect. that in a council of kings you have, with
arghya,* worshiped Krsna, who has not even
achieved a clear status in society.

“For no reason, fame has gone to this son of
Dharma, Yudhisthira, and people call him dharm-
atmd, ‘a virtuous soul.” In fact, what man would
offer such elaborate worship to Krsna, who has

*A beverage made of auspicious ingredients that is
offered to highly respected persons.

[llustration by Puskara Dasa
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Sisupala challenges the decision to worship Lord Krsna first.



(haracters in this Episode

Bhisma—the grand-uncle of the Pandavas
Dharma—the lord of religious principles (Yamaraja)
Drona—the military teacher of the Pandavas
Drupada—the father-in-law of the Pandavas

Dvaipayana

a name of Vyasadeva, the compiler of the Vedas
Kunti—the mother of the Pandavas
Kurus—the sons of Dhrtarastra and cousins of t

the Pandavas

Narada Muni—a sage who travels the universe at will
Pandavas—Yudhisthira, Bhima, Arjuna. Nakula, and Sahadeva

Sisupala—a cousin of Krsna’s

fallen from virtue and, though born in
the Vrsni dynasty, once killed a king?
Today the status of being “a virtuous
soul”
Yudhisthira,for by delivering the honor
of arghyva to Krsna he has become a
weak, miserly man.

“If the sons of Kunti are frightened
orwretched men, orif they are ascetics
who don’t care about the world and its
customs, in any case you should know
what honor Krsna actually deserves.

“And You, Krsna, when You are
unworthy of this worship offered by
wretched men,why have Youapproved
it? You so highly esteem an honor that
does not befit You, like a dog who lays
hold of a stream of sacrificial butter
and is eager to devour it in seclusion.
But this sort of insult does not work
among earthly kings. Clearly it is You
alone whom the Kurus deceive. Indeed.
they have made a fool of You. As the
gift of a wife is to a eunuch, as the
display of a lovely form is to a blind
man, so is the offering of kingly honor
to You. Krsna,who are not even a king.

“Now King Yudhisthira is revealed
forwhat he is,and Bhisma toois seen as
he really is. Even this Krsna is now
actually seen. All this can now be un-
derstood as it really is.”

Thus having spoken to the
bly, Sis’supe'liz-l at once rose up from his
exalted seat and left that meeting, to-
gether with some other Kings.

dAssem-

Y UDHISTHIRA
AND BHISMA REPLY

Then King Yudhisthira rushed up to

Sisupdla and, trying to calm him, softly
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has been dragged away from |

1999

spoke these words: “It is not proper, O
carthly ruler, for you to speak like that.
[tis the greatest injustice to speak such
harsh and meaningless words. Bhisma,
son of Santanu, has never failed to
recognize the highest religious prin-
ciple, so do not think otherwise and
belittle him. Look at these many earthly
rulers who are far senior to you. They
tolerate this honor bestowed on Krsna,
and similarly you should accept it. O
lord of Cedi, Bhisma knows Krsna very
well, and in truth. You do not know
Him as well as he does.”

Bhisma then spoke: “Humble per-
suasion should not be directed to him,
nor is he worthy of conciliation, for

he disapproves of the worship of

Krsna, the seniormost person in the
world. When a warrior who is the best

other in battle and, having subjugated
his foe, then releases him, he becomes
the defeated warrior’s guru. In this
meeting of kings I do not see even one
earthly lord whom Krsna, son of the
Satvatas, has not defeated in battle
with His splendid power. Not only
should we worship that infallible Lord
Janardana, but so too should all the
three worlds.

“Krsna has defeated many of the
best warriors in battle; indeed, the en-
tire universe is completely situated in
Krsna, who has appeared among the
Vrsnis. Therefore,even when elder men
are present, we worship Krsna, not oth-
ers. It is not proper for you to speak
thus,Sisupala. Give up such an attitude.

“0 king, I have adored many who
were senior by knowledge, and [ lis-
tened when those learned saintly ones

| of those who do battle conquers an- |

came together and talked about the
many highly revered attributes of the
extremely qualified Krspa. And be-
yond that, I have heard people narrate,
often and at length, the activities the
wise Krsna has performed since His
birth.

“0 Cedi king, we worship Krsna,
whom the saintly worship, not merely
from personal desire, nor because we
give priority to our family tie with Him,
norto gain from Him favors of any sort,
though itis He who bestows all earthly
happiness. Rather.we worship the Lord
because we know His glory, heroism,
and victory.

“Certainly there is no one here, not
even a young boy, whom we have not
examined. And passing over those who
are senior by their qualities, we con-
clude that Lord Krspa is most vener-
able. In knowledge He is senior to the
brahmanas, in strength greater than
the warriors. These two causes of supe-
riority are firmly established in the
honorable Krsna. In this world of
men, who but Krsna possesses such
unlimited strength and unlimited un-
derstanding of the Vedas and their
supplements?

“Fame, beauty, charity. modesty, ex-
pertise, humility, education, heroism,
satisfaction, prosperity,determination,
andsupreme discernment are ever fixed
in the infallible Lord. He is possessed
of all existence. He is the great and
sacred teacher, the guru, the venerable
adored one whom I worship and whom
all of you should revere. The priest. the
guru, the son-in-law, the newly wedded
brahmana, the monarch, and the be-
loved—all these exist in Lord Krsna,
since He is the Lord of the senses.
Therefore, the infallible Lord is to be
worshiped.

“Krsna alone is certainly both the
generating source and the destroyer of
the worlds. Indeed.for Krsna'ssake the
universe is assembled and exists. He is
the eternal doer and the unmanifest
cosmic nature. He is above all beings:
therefore that infallible Lord is the
oldest. Mind, intelligence, fire, water.
sky, the mighty wind, and all that is
earth—indeed the entire existence—is
situated in Krsna. Sun, moon, stars, di-
rections, all the planets, and the inter-
mediate regions—everythingissituated
in Krsna.



“This childish man Sisupala does
not understand that Krsna exists ev-
erywhere, at all times: that is why he
inveighsin this way. Anintelligent man,
one who can really discern the most
excellent religious principle, must see
according to that principle and not as
this Cedi king does. Then who among
these exalted kings, with all their elders
and children, does not find Krsna wor-
thy? Who indeed would not worship
Him? Rather, if Sisupala determines
this worship to be wrongly done, then
let him do what is fitting in the matter
of this wrong action!”

Having thus spoken, the greatly cel-
ebrated Bhisma fell silent.

SAHADEVA’S
CHALLENGE

Then Sahadeva uttered these mean-
ingful words in reply: “O monarchs,
whoever among you does not tolerate

Krsna, He who with His immeasurable |

prowess slew Kesi and whom I now
worship. then on the head of any such
powerful man. or on the heads of all of
them, I place my foot. Now that I have
thus clearly spoken, let such a person
speak out in reply. But all thoughtful
kings must admit that Krsna is the
teacher, father,and guru—He whois to
be worshiped, hasbeen worshiped, and
is worthy of worship.”

Amongall those intelligent, respect-
able, and powerful kings present, not
one spoke out when Sahadeva clearly
showed his foot. Then a shower of
flowers fell on Sahadeva’s head, and
invisible voices declared, “Excellent!
Excellent!” Narada Muni, who tells the
future of all creatures,who frees people
fromallspiritual doubts,and who knows
all the worlds, waved his deerskin in
jubilation.

Thereupon, all the crowds of war-
riors headed by Sisupala, all of whom
had come on Yudhisthira’s invitation,
became enraged, and their faces turned
pale. Those kings. convinced of their
own superiority. spoke with loathing
about the anointing of Yudhisthira
and the honor given Lord Krsna. Re-
strained by close friends, they resem-
bled roaring lions being dragged away
from their fleshy prey. Krsna then real-
ized that that unlimited mass of might,
that invincible sea of royalty, was

making plans for battle.

Sahadeva,agod among men, having
especially honored the brahmanas and
ksatriyas, who are worthy of worship,
then concluded the ceremony.

When Krsna had been directly
adored, Sisupala, harasser of enemies,
addressed the kings, his eyes bright red
with rage: *I stand here among you as
leader of the army! Believe it! What
then now? Strap on your armor, and let
usstand in battle against the assembled

Vrsnis and Pandavas!™

Thus rousing all those kings, the bull
of the Cedis took counsel with them,
aiming to disrupt the holy rite. &

Hridayananda Dasa Goswami, who
holds a Ph.D.in Indology from Harvard
University, occasionally teaches at the
Graduate Theological Union in Berke-
ley, California, and has been a visiting
lecturer at the University of California
at Los Angeles.

Gita Nagari Institute

JUNE 17-21,1999

At ISKCON’s Gita Nagari Farm
in Port Royal, Pennsylvania, USA

COURSES AND INSTRUCTORS:

Bhakti Tirtha Swami —
A Spiritual Response to Y2K & Earth Changes

Romapada Swami —
Tattva Sandarbha, Prameya Khanda

Drutakarma Dasa —
Slide-Illustrated Lectures on Forbidden Archeology,
Human Devolution, and Divine Nature

Krsna Lila Devi Dasi —
Communication in Devotional Service

Ravindra Svaropa Dasa —
Selections from Srimad-Bhagavatam

Santosa Dasa (Prof. Guy Beck) —
The Role of Bhajana in the Gaudiya Vaispava Tradition

Various Instructors — Vegetarian Cooking

TUITION
$85 at the door, $70 if you register before April 15.

For registration information, contact Krsna Lila Devi Dast;
phone/fax (212) 353-1464, e-mail krsna-1@ix.netcom.com
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“Wants” Versus ‘N

A spiritual perspective on the economic basis
of modern society.

by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi

FUNDAMENTAL concept that Krsna |

teaches in the Bhagavad-giia is the
distinction between body and soul:
“The material body of the indestructible,
immeasurable, and eternal living entity
is sure to come to an end . . . [but] for the
soul there is neither birth nor death at
any time. ... He is unborn, eternal, ever-
existing, and primeval. He is not slain
when the body is slain.” (Bg. 2.18. 2.20)
In Bhagavad-gita we learn that al-
though the body (including the subtle,
psychological body) is made of tempo-
rary, material energy, the soul is made of
eternal,spiritual energy. Spiritual advance-
ment comes as we increasingly realize our
position as a loving servant of the Su-
preme Lord. An important factor in spiri-
tualadvancementistoreduce the demands
of the body, because those demands rein-
force our material identity and distract us
from our real, spiritual identity.
The idea of reducing the demands of
the body to assist in spiritual advance-

ment, is, of course, not unique to the |

Vaisnava spiritual tradition. All major re-
ligions offer similar guidance. But even
though our spiritual guides tell us to re-
duce the demands of the body as much
as possible, our cultures often tell us the
opposile: success means increasing ma-
terial prosperity. This is certainly true of
the socio-economic structure in most
parts of the world.

THE BASIS OF
MOoODERN EcoNOMICS

I had been studying Srila Prabhu-
pada’s books for ten or fifteen years when
[ took my first economics course. On the
first day of class, the professor matter-
of-factly explained, “Economics is the
study of how to allocate scarce resources
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in a world of unlimited wants.”

My jaw dropped. The professor had
revealed that our social structure stands
on the premise of attempting to fulfill
“unlimited wants,” The “unlimited wants™
he referred to are, of course, our material
desires. So the question arises: If a social
system rests on trying to fulfill the unlim-
ited material desires of its members, what
does that say about the prospects of spiri-
tual advancement? The answer: The pros-
pects for spiritual advancement are pretty
dim.

With my prior training from Srila
Prabhupada’s books, I was able to make
more discoveries as the course proceeded.
For example, we learned how to make a
supply-and-demand graph.The vertical Y
axis shows different price levels, starting
with $0, and the horizontal X axis shows
different quantities of the item consumed,
starting with 0 units at the XY intercept.
(Or the X axis can show the gross domes-
tic product [GDP]). An upward sloping
line from the XY intercept is the Supply
curve. In other words. at a price of zero, the
manufactureris willing tosupply zero units
of the commodity in question, and the
greater the price, the more units a manu-
facturer is willing to supply.

A downward sloping line that starts at
some point on the Y axis and crosses the
Supply line is the Demand curve. This line
shows that at a very high price, consumers
are willing to buy 0 units of a commodity.
As the price drops, they will be willing to
buy more units.

What the manufacturer (or the gov-
ernment, in the case of GDP) wants to
do is to push that downward sloping De-
mand curve out and make it shift toward
the right, away from the XY intercept.
For the manufacturer, this means he is
selling more units of his product, making
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$0.50

Initial Demand
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< X

T
1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000 6,000 7,000 8,000

Units Consumed

Supply and Demand for Imaginary firm

In the initial phase of production (Demand curve D), the equilibrium
price of the commodity (the intersection of Supply curve S and De-
mand curve D) is $1.00, at which customers are willing to buy, and
the manufacturer is willing to sell, 2,000 units. Sales total $1 x 2,000 =

$2,000.

Through advertising, the firm is able to increase the desire for its
product so that customers are willing to buy more units at a higher price.
In this case, in the second phase of production the Demand curve shifts
out to D' and sales total $1.50 x 3,000 = $4,500.

According to modern society, this is a good sign, and the business is
con-sidered successful because sales have increased. But spiritual experts
see the situation differently. To them. shifting the Demand curve from
D to D' means increasing the artificial demands of the body and
decreasing emphasis on spiritual progress.

a bigger profit. For a government, it |

means it is increasing the GDP, the
material standard of living of its citi-
zens. But for the spiritual scientist. it
means that the demands of the body
are increasing and conditions are be-
coming less favorable for spiritual
advancement. Because how is the De-
mand curve shifted out? By increasing
the artificial demands of the body.
Srila Prabhupada comments:

Advancement ol material vision
ormaterial civilization isa great stum-
bling block forspiritual advancement.
Such material advancement entan-
gles the living being in the bondage
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of a material body followed by all
sorts of material miseries. Such ma-
terial advancement is called anar-
tha, or things not wanted. Actually
this is so. In the present context of
material advancement one uses lip-
stick at a cost of fifty cents,® and
there are so many unwanted things
which are all products of the ma-
terial conception of life. By diverting
attention tosomany unwanted things,
human energy is spoiled without
achievement of spiritual realization,
the prime necessity of human life.
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.8.27,
Purport)

#*This was written about 1960).

Asan alternative, Srila Prabhupada
urged his followersto develop asociety
in which families work to produce their
actual needs of life, instead of produc-
ing things primarily for the market. In
Mauritius in 1975 he explained:

I see that in Mauritius you have
enough land to produce food grains.
So produce food grain. I understand
that instead of growing food grains,
you are growing sugar cane for ex-
porting. Why? You are dependent on
food grains—on rice, wheat, dal [len-
tils]. Why this attempt [to export]?
First of all grow your own eatables.
... The first necessity is to be self-
sufficient. Thatis God’sarrangement.

INCREASING DEMANDS

Ideally,society should be organized
so that families first produce for their
own needs. Then they can sell any ex-
cess at the market. And if there is
enough time and manpower, they can
produce more for the market.

But when the whole focus of an
economy is market-oriented produc-
tion, competition drives commodity
prices down so much that the manufac-
turer must expand his market share by
increasing the artificial demands of the
body. To understand this better let’s
imagine I'm asugar producerin asimple
society. Up to now,sugaris used only as
table sugar, and the amount of sugar
people need for their own cooking and
table is limited. So I can’t make more
money simply by increasing my pro-
duction,because people don’t need any
more sugar. As a businessman, to ex-
pand my marketshare and increase my
profits I have to introduce new sugar-
based products,such as rum,candy, and
soft drinks. And I must invest in adver-
tising Lo increase people’s desires for
these products. But by stimulating arti-
ficial demand for my products, I actu-
ally increase the material desires of my
customers and divert their focus away
from spiritual development.

Of course, this is a simplified ex-
ample.Inourmodernsituation,increas-
ing consumer demand is more complex.
Nevertheless,Srila Prabhupada’s point
stays true: material advancement of
society rests on stimulating our desires
forcommodities we don’t actually need.



And the further we move from a needs-
based economy to a wants-based
economy, the more difficultitistomake
spiritual progress.

You may wonder: Where does this
leave the Krsna conscious business-
man who depends on market-oriented
production for his livelihood? Srila
Prabhupada knew that modern society
makes it impossible for most of us to
engage in self-sufficient production.
He nevertheless encouraged devotee
businessmen, because their contri-
butions made it possible to build tem-
plesanddistribute prasadam and Krsna
conscious literature. They presented
the best example of Krsna conscious
family life possible in the midst of
the hustle and bustle of the modern
world.

But at the same time, Srila Prabhu-
padalookedto the future withaplan to
build a model of society where it would
be much easier for the average person
to stay fixed in spiritual life. The eco-
nomic basis of that society would not
be to increase the artificial wants of the

body but to simply meet the needs of

the body, saving time and energy for
advancement in Krsna consciousness,
the true purpose of human life:

Our project is Krsna conscious-
ness. Come here, live peacefully,
keep your body fit, and work for
yoursell. Produce your own food.
Produce your own cloth. Don’t be
very much anxious lor artificial ne-
cessities. Save time and become
advanced in spiritual life.

Srila Prabhupada’s goal was to set
up a varnasrama society in which the
economy is focused principally on ful-
filling peoples basic needs rather than
encouraging them to increase their
wants, which would lead away [rom
spiritual advancement. &

Formerly the editor of Hare Krsna
Rural Life, Hare Krsna Devi Dasit is
currently compiling a five-volume se-
ries of Srila Prabhupada’s teachings
on varnasrama and farm community
development.

(The author would like to thank Jaya
Lalita Devi Dasi for her advice on this
article.)

The VIHE Bhakti Sastri Courses

August 15— November 30, 1999, SriVndavana Dhama (Open to Men and Women)

Study Srila Prabhupada’s Books in Depth
Earn a Bhakti Sastri Degree

Learn to Teach Krsna Consciousness Effectively
Develop Vaisnava Character

The VIHE Bhakti Sastri Course teaches Bhagavad-gita, The
Nectar of Devotion, The Nectar of Instruction, and Sri Iso-
panisad. The teachers have a deep understanding of their
subjects and follow a well prepared curriculum and study
guide from the Ministry of Education. Men’s and women’s
classes are taught separately.

At the end of the course, students may take the Ministry
of Education Bhakti Sastri exam.

Students may attend the Karttika semester of the VIHE
and take classes on scripture, music, preaching, teaching,
management, communication, Deity worship, and more.
These classes are optional and paid for separately.

The cost of the entire course,including classes, materials,
and visits to holy places, is Rs. 10,000 (approximately $240).
This does not include room, meals, or Karttika courses.

Requirements are strict sadhana, a renounced attitude,
brahminical tendencies, and a proficiency in English. Candi-
dates must also have a recommendation from a senior devo-
tee who knows them well and are required to register and
be approved by the VIHE administration. Registration
deadline is June 30. For information on registration, living
arrangements, and other details contact:

VIHE

Krishna Balaram Mandir

“| found this to be an invaluable
(ranscendental experience. |'d
thoroughly recommend it to others
who wish to enrich their spiritual
lives.” — Prabhavisou Swami

Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg
Raman Reti, Vrindavan
Mathura, UP 281 124, India
Phone: +91 (0565) 445002
E-mail: vihe@com.bbt.se

Website: www.iskcon.net/vihe

*Vrindavan Institute for Higher Education
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“This material nature is
pulling everyone by the ear, but the rascal

is thinking, ‘I am the boss.

“ARE YOU THE BOSS?”
(continued from page 15)
apersonsomething thatcures his blood
disease, then you won’t be laughing.”
Srila Prabhupada: One morning many
years ago,a physician in Dacca noticed
that a man passing by was coughing.
So he asked the man,“Come over here.
Where you are going?”

The man was a cultivator. He said, 1
am going to the field.”

The physiciansaid,“Better go home.
Don’t go to the field.”

Since the physician was widely re-
spected, the cultivator went back.

Then the physician’s students asked
him, “Why did you ask the man to go
home?”

The physician chided his students.
“You did not notice that this man is
producing this particular coughing
sound? This sound means that he will
die after eight hours.”

Actually, the physician’s so-called
knowledge was merely experience. The
students had not noticed the telltale
cough. But he had noticed. Coughing
with this kind of sound, he told them,
means death after so much time.

Yes. This is the kind of thing that a
kaviraja, an expert in medical science,
is good at. When my father was ill, the
kaviraja said, “Now you can do the
rituals,because he will die before morn-
ing.” He said that. And actually, it so
happened. He told me this news about
ten, eleven o’clock, and he said specifi-
cally, “Before tomorrow morning he’ll
die.”

Butagain,thatis merely experience.
If you say, “Today is the thirteenth of
December; after eighteen more days
have passed, we will be in the month of
January,” a little child may not under-
stand how you can say this—how you
can foretell the future.“How can father
say that exactly after eighteen days,
January is coming?” But simply be-
cause of more extensive experience,

you can say, “After eighteen days the
first of January will come.”
Everything we know is really expe-
rience. And the supreme experience is
Krsna. Therefore, if we receive our ex-
perience from Him, then our experi-
ence is perfect. This is our proposal.
Disciple 1: In any event, Srila Prabhu-
pada, experience seems to say that in
some sense | am the boss of my body.
Srila Prabhupada: You are the boss of
your body in this sense—that to a de-
gree. youcan use your body as you like.
But there are conditions that are be-
vond your control. Forinstance, as long
as you are living in your current body,
vou can use it to understand the ulti-
mate goal of life. But you cannot use
vour body in such a way that you will
never die. That is not possible.
Disciple 1: So to a large degree [ am not
the boss. I am controlled.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Why don’t you
understand that? You are controlled
always. Forinstance, you are walking—
this is also controlled. At any moment
your body can be paralyzed. At any

moment.

Disciple 1: So, then, itisn’t very realistic
to think I am the boss of my body.
Srila Prabhupada: No,no. That s stated
in Bhagavad-gita. Why don’t the ras-
cal scientists read it? Prakrieh kriya-
manani gunaih karmani sarvasah/
ahankara-vimidhatma kartaham iti
manyate: “The spirit soul bewildered
by the influence of false ego thinks
himself the doer of activities that are
in actuality carried out by the three
modes of material nature.” Factually,
this material natureis pullingeveryone
by the ear, but the rascal is thinking,
“I am the boss.”

All this is explained in Bhagavad-
gita. Prakrteh kriyamanani. Have the
rascal scientists not read this? Prakriteh
krivamanani gunaih karmani sarva-
sah/ ahankara-vimidhatma . . . Puffed
up by false egotism, false identification
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with the material body, everyone here
is thinking he is the boss. That is illu-
sion. He is not the boss. But he is think-
ing he is the boss.

Ahankara-vimudhatma: One who,
through this false egotism, is thinking,
“I am the boss™—he is a first-class ass,
arascal,

And because everyone in this mate-
rial world is under that false impres-
sion—"1 am this body,” “I am the
boss”—therefore we say, generally,
“rascal.” People may be amazed:*Why
does this gentleman call everyone a
rascal?” Butin Bhagavad-gitathe Lord
Himself says, prakrieh kriyamanani ...
vimudhamma: “Anyone who is thinking
that he is the boss—he’s a rascal.”

The so-called scientist’s struggle is
that he wants to stop the action of
prakrti, the material nature. That is his
foolishness. You cannot become the
boss of prakrti. Thatis not possible. You
are under prakyti. The boss of prakrii—
Mayadhisa—is Krsna. Purusah prakrti-
stho hi bhunkte prakrti-jan gunan/
karanam guna-sango ‘sya sad-asad-
yoni-janmasu: You are forced to ac-

| cept various types of bodies because

of your association with the modes of
material nature. Why has one soul got
a dog’s body while another soul has
a human body? Everything is being
controlled by prakrti, by nature.

Now, having received the human
form of body, you have also received
the chance to discriminate: “What
should I do?” But if in the human life
you act like cats and dogs, then you are
missing this priceless chance. If you do
not take advantage of your special gift,
the power of discrimination, then as
Bhagavad-gitasays,dehantara—in your
next life you getanother material body.
And in your next life you can get a dog
body. In the human form of life, you
have the discriminating power not to
get a dog body but rather to get the
body of a god. @



HOW 1 CAME TO KRSNA CONSCIQOUSNESS

LOST & FOUND

“If death led to a better life, would suicide be a shortcut?”

by Arcana-siddhi Devi Dasi

Arcana-siddhi Devi Dasi with her son, Narayana Dasa, and husband, Karnamrta Dasa.

seling center. A secretary directed me to aroom at the end of the hall.
When I entered I recognized most of the faces. The atmosphere was
serious and somber.

My first thought was to turn around and walk out, but I stayed, curious
about the purpose of the meeting. I was a graduate student in the
University of Maryland counseling program, so I knew about “interven-
tions.” They were usually used to confront people with drug problems or
those needing psychiatric help. to get them to agree to in-patient treat-
ment. [ had taken part in them a couple of times and felt sorry for the

I FELT UNCERTAIN of what to expect as I walked slowly to the coun-
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I went through the motions of life
and ended up in graduate school. There I began to
question the predictable course of my life.

student who had to undergo the gruel-
ing mass attack. So when I suddenly
found mysell on the other side, the
target of their intervention, I felt be-
trayed and devastated.

Recently, for the first time in my life,
[ had been feeling some clarity and
direction in my life. Yet here were my
well-wishers, looking at me as if [ were
mentally incompetent.

FEELING LOST

Perhaps I was alittle out of step with
those around me, but I had felt that
way since I was a young girl. Just before
this uninvited session, I had stumbled
upon a descriptive paragraph I had
written in the seventh grade, entitled
“Lost.”

Clouds pushed through the gray
sky. A small, thin girl stood on the
sand, her face streaked with tears
and her hair filled with sand and salt
waler. The beach stretched on for
miles and miles without another soul
in sight. Sand fleas hopped around
noiselessly, kicking bits of sand up
into the air. Now only a faint light
was in sight. Small drops of rain hit
her tiny face. She was lost.

That small-faced girl lost on the
beach was me. I remembered writing
the paragraph when I was eleven. I was
looking out my bedroom window in
the early morning. The sun filled a
deep blue sky, unusual for Washington
State, yet I was filled with sadness, and
tears welled up in my eyes. 1 felt so
alone,asif [ didn’t belong in this world.
[ wanted someone to help me through
my despair.

Years later in college, after numb-
ing myself with drugs and ephemeral
love affairs, I began to feel guided in
my search for God. I went through the
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motions of life and ended up in gradu-
ate school. There | began to question
the predictable course of my life: fin-
ish school, get a job, get married, buy a
house, have kids, buy a bigger house,
have grandchildren. grow old, get dis-
eased, and die. I saw my parents and
grandparents entrapped in this monot-
onous drama. For me it had little ap-
peal. In fact, it all seemed downright
pointless.

[ began to wonder if death some-
how freed one from this tasteless pur-
suit and delivered a more meaningful
and satisfying existence. [ became in-

trigued by the notion, and by other |

questions of death. If death led to a
better life, would suicide be a short-
cut? How could I find out what hap-
pened after death and live my life
accordingly?

[t was the summer of "76, and many
things began toshiftin my life. I lost my
attraction for nightclubs, parties, and
concerts.] spentlong hours alone, walk-

ing in the park and reading spiritual |

books. After realizing that meat was
nothing but dead carcasses. I became a
vegelarian.

As the summer progressed I grew
more reclusive and introverted. Life in
graduate schoolloomed ominously be-
fore me, only days away. My college
stipend required me to live in a dorm
and oversee the resident undergradu-
ates. A sick feeling settled in my stom-
ach as [ remembered some antics from
students the previous year. Some had
set a fire in the hallway. One had driven
a car through the front door. Others
had put the head of a dead bird on a
fellow student’s doorknob.

INTERVIEWS ON LIFE

Contemplating a distracting term
before me and my pressing questions

about life, I decided to interview sev-
eral people whom [ felt had wisdom.
They included a poetry teacher with
deepinsightsinto the futility of life,and
a clinical psychologist I had worked
with in a research project who had
impressed me with his realism. I also
decided to look up Neil and Elliot, two
friends from undergraduate school.

Neil, Elliot, and I would often eat
lunch together and discuss metaphysi-
cal topics. Although [ often didn’t un-
derstand their philosophical insights, I
was atlracted to their company.

Then Neil and Elliot began to get
involved with the Krsna devotees.While
I had once seen these exotic-looking
men with shaved heads and saffron
robes chanting on campus, [ knew noth-
ing about their philosophy. With en-
couragement from Neil and Elliot, I
bought a Bhagavad-gita As It Is and a
set of chanting beads from them. They
taught me how to use the beads to
chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama. Hare Hare. But it
all felt alien and foreign, so I put the
| beads in a drawer and the Bhagavad-
| gita in a closet.

After that I lost touch with Neil and
Elliot. I missed our philosophical lun-
cheons and often wondered where they
had gone.Now, two years later,Ilonged
todiscuss with them my thoughts of life
and death, which grew more critical as
the clock ticked and summer came to
anend. Not knowing how to reach Neil
and Elliot, I settled on visits to my
poetry teacher and psychologist friend.

The interviews with my mentors
didn’tgo well. My questions made them
feel uncomfortable. [ could sense they
were worried about my state of mind.
I tried to convince them I wasn’t sui-
cidal in the classical sense but wanted
| to know their thoughts on death as a




gateway into a more meaningful exist-
ence. Somehow, I wasn’t able to com-
municate my intent. Their feedback
was more clinical than philosophical. I
lefteachinterview feeling disappointed
and foolish.

School resumed and I was forced to
relinquish my solitude. I missed getting
up at dawn and going to the park to
read and write and pray. I missed hav-
ing quiet and free time to myself.

One day I was sitting in my room
grieving over the loss of meaning in my
life as it seemed to resume an auto-
maticpath.Could I change it? Was [ the
master of my destiny, or its servant?

A knock at the door interrupted my
thoughts. It was my friend Steve. He
seemed concerned and asked me to
attend a meeting the next morning at
the counseling center, assuring me it
was with people who cared and wanted
to help me. I agreed to go.

How could anyone help me when [
wasn’t sure what [ wanted? Actually I
knew what [ wanted: I just didn’t know
how to get there. The day before, a

professor had taken our class on a |
“guidedvisualization,”wherein we cre- |

ated our perfect life. [ saw myself living
in a spiritual community surrounded
by beautiful trees in a natural environ-
ment. Everyone had the same purpose:
to understand the true purpose of life

and their eternal identity. I felt some |

hope from this exercise, asif some place
like this actually existed.
TURNING TO THE GITA

That evening I thought about my
old friends Neil and Elliot. I rummaged

through my closet and found the large, |

colorful Bhagavad-gita As It Is 1 had
read with them. I felt comfort from
holding the book and looking at the
picture on the front cover.l opened the
Gitareverentially. feelingaspecial qual-
ity I had missed before. I began to read
the first chapter but felt unable to enter
the mysteries ol the book. I wished my
two friends would appear and explain
the secrets contained in this ancient
text. Thatnight [ felt hopeful as I drifted
into sleep.

The next morning, at the counseling
center, I encountered a grim-faced col-
lection of my friends and teachers. My
graduate-school advisor,a strong, mas-

culine woman with a sardonic sense of
humor, spoke first. In the past I had
perspiredin her presence and had tried
to the say the right words to impress
her. Recently, though, my desire to per-
form for some scraps of her attention

I listened as she described the
changes she had been observing in me
over the past month. While I thought | had come.
they were positive changes, she saw
them quite differently. She voiced con-
cern about my emotional distance and
about how I appeared so quiet and
sullen. She related how previously I
had been outgoing and gregarious and
so much more involved in graduate- |
school life. She then spoke of hearing |
was having suicidal thoughts.

At this point [ realized the purpose
of their meeting. Unless I could con-
vince them [ wasn’tsuicidal I could end
up committed to a psychiatric hospital.
Although I felt quite intimidated, some
strength came into my voice. I confi-
dently spoke out that I was searching
for meaning in my life. [ was just look-
ing for answers and was not suicidal.

Hare Krsna, Hare KGsna. Krsna Kisna, Hre Hare
Hare fama, Hare Rama. fama Hama, Hare are

ese(] eleiewey

PRONUNCIATION: Ha-ray, krish-na, raw-ma (rhymes with “drama’)

MAY/JUNE 1999 « BACK TO GODHEAD

A psychologist I had seen but never
spoken to seemed to sympathize with
me as he recounted his own search, as
ayoung man, into Buddhism and other
Eastern philosophies. I felt some much-
appreciated support from this thin,
gray-haired man. Although I had no
real connection with him as I did with
others in the room, I was grateful he

My moment of solace abruptly
ended when my advisor again spoke. I
had been under a lot of stress and
pressure, she said, and everyone felt a
few days in the hospital would help me
get back to my “old self” (the aimless,
frustrated, unhappy self I nowloathed).
She concluded her appeal saying that
they couldn’t force me to go but she
hoped I would voluntarily agree. She
offered to make all the arrangements.

Her words pierced deep into the
core of my heart. I felt betrayed by this
room full of friends and teachers. Tears
welled up in my eyes as I stared out the
window. | felt a familiar sense of being
out of place and all alone. I silently

(please turn to page 58)
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THRI:'E ADULTS ARE taking a
group of children on an educational
excursion, and the “no’s” begin.

“Don’t climb on that fence!”

“Stop putting your hand in your
nose!”

“Please stop hitting Visakha!™

“You're making too much noise!”
A lot of instruction about what not to
do.

Educator Michael Grinder calls
telling someone what not to do a
“double message.” He compares it to
telling someone, “*Don’t think of a
cow.” What happens? The person
thinks of a cow.

Grinder suggests putting our
messages into positive form. For
example, instead of saying, “Don’t
climb on that fence,” we can say what
we would like the child to do: *Plecase
stay on the sidewalk.” Grinder even
suggests that the adult’s actions when
giving the instruction be in harmony
with the instruction. For example, if a
teacher says, “Sit quietly,” while
walking around the classroom, the
children will get a double message.
The teacher should also be sitting.

After becoming aware of how
often I admonished children for
behavior and attitudes I didn’t want, |
gradually changed to a more positive
approach. Not only does emphasizing
the positive get better results, it also
fosters an atmosphere of mutual
respect.

In presenting spiritual life, to stop
harmful behavior Srila Prabhupada
encouraged positive activities and
thoughts. He suggested that method

§chooling Krsna’s Children

Just Say No to No

by Urmila Devi Dasi

for giving children spiritual and
moral instruction. In Paris, 1976, he
told Jyotirmayi Dasi, “Don’t say ‘no,’
but give a taste for the good, then it

| will be automatically ‘no.” If you say

‘no,’ then [the children] will rebel. If
they develop Krsna consciousness, it
will be automatically ‘no.” ™

In these instructions Srila Prabhu-
pada was not promoting a senti-
mental permissiveness. He always
expected us to keep our children
from anything spiritually or material-
Iy harmful. His point is rather that a
child busy in Krsna consciousness
cannot also be busy in illusion. Srila
Prabhupada would give the example

| that not even a drop of ink can enter

a cup already full of milk. Once he
told a disciple that we have a “no-
gap” philosophy—we keep always
active in serving Lord Krsna. leaving
no opportunity for materialistic life.

To practice positive life with
children, we have to consider, “What
do we want them to do? What do we
want them to say?”

Let’s consider the following
typical situation.

A group of women were sitting in
the dining area. One woman had her
six-year-old son with her.

“Get me some water, Mommy!”
he demanded.

After lecturing him for several
minutes about the importance of

politeness, she got him a cup of water.

Her mistake? She never told him the
appropriate words and tone of voice
he should use to be polite.

If we’ve grown accustomed to
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| simply telling our children what not
to do, changing our habits may take
time. But we have to realize that it is
we who must engineer each day so
that the child’s life will be related to
Krsna.

Sometimes, of course, a child will
reject our positive approach. Here’s
an example of dealing with such situ-
ations. Suppose a child rudely de-
mands water, so you instruct, “Say,
“Would you get me a cup of water,
please?” ™ If the child refuses to com-
ply. don’t get the water. The child may
decide to get his or her own waler,
but you will have sidestepped the
battle of wills that brings rebellion.

Here’s another example of using
positive reinforcement. Suppose your
child brings you a drawing of a mun-
dane war scene. You can say, “Oh!
| These people are Killing and dying

without benefit because Lord Krsna
is not involved. Come, let’s look in
the Bhagavaiam and find a story
where Krsna is fighting. I'll help you
plan the picture.” If the child doesn’t
want to draw something about Krsna,
you can respond, “I'm happy to see
your creativity, and I also like to see
pictures that remind me of Krsna so |
can love Him more and more. Just let
me know when you’d like to draw
that kind of picture. I'm ready to
help.”

Urmila Devi Dasi and her family run
a school in North Carolina. She is
the major author and compiler of
Vaikuntha Children, a guide to Krsna
conscious education for children.




BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Referred to as “the ripe fruit of the tree of Vedic literature,” S’rimaa&Bhﬁgammm
is the most complete and authoritative exposition of Vedic knowledge. Five thousand years ago
the great sage Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history. to explain the essence
of spiritual knowledge. Here we present Srimad-Bhagavatam in serialized form,
with the original Sanskrit text, transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

~ PRAYERS OF
THE UNBORN CHILD

Lord Kapila, an incarnation of Krsna, is relating
the prayers of an enlightened soul within the womb.

CANTO 3: CHAPTER 31
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vah panica-bhita-racite rahitah sarire
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tenavikuntha-mahimanam rsirh tam enan
vande param prakrti-pitrusayoh pumarnsam
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vah—who: paiica-bhiita—five gross elements: racite—made
of; rahitah—separated: §arire—in the material body; chan-
nafi—covered; ayatha—unfitly; indriya—senses; guna—
qualities: artha—objects of senses; cit—ego: atmakah—
consisting of: aham—1I; tena—Dby amaterial body: avikuntha-
mahimanam—whose glories are unobscured; rsirm—all-
knowing: tam—that; enam—unto Him; vande—I offer
obeisances: param—transcendental; prakrti—to material
nature; pirusayohi—to the living entities; pumadarisam-
unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

I am separated from the Supreme Lord because of my
being in this material body, which is made of five elements,

and therefore my qualities and senses are being misused,
although I am essentially spiritual. Because the Supreme
Personality of Godhead s transcendental to material nature
and the living entities, because He is devoid of such a
material body, and because He is always glorious in His
spiritual qualities, I offer my obeisances unto Him.

PURPORT: (continued from the previous issue.) The entire
process of devotional service is to purify oneself of the
contamination of material nature and put oneself on the
spiritual platform, where he is qualitatively one with
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. In the Vedas it is said
that the living entityis always [ree. Asarigo hy ayam purusah.
The living entity is liberated. His material contamination is
temporary, and his actual position is that he is liberated.

This liberation is achieved by Krsna consciousness, which

begins from the point of surrender. Therefore it is said here,
“Toffer my respectful obeisances unto the Supreme Person.”
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samsarike pathi carams tad-abhisramena
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nasta-smrtih punar ayant pravrnita lokam
vuktya kaya mahad-anugraham antarena

yat—ol the Lord:mavaya—by the maya:uru-guna—arising
from the great modes; karma—activities: nibandhane—
with bonds; asmin—this;samsarike—of repeatedbirthand
death: pathi—on the path; caran—wandering: tat—of him;
abhisramena—with great pains; nasta—lost; smrtih—
memory:punah—again:ayam—this living entity:pravrnita
—may realize; lokam—his true nature; yukiva kaya—Dby
what means: mahat-anugraham—the mercy of the Lord;
antarena—without.

The human soul further prays: The living entity is put
under the influence of material nature and continues a
hard struggle for existence on the path of repeated birth
and death. This conditional life is due to his forgetfulness
of his relationship with the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. Theretore, without the Lord’s mercy, how can he
again engage in the transcendental loving service of the
Lord?

PURPORT: The Mayavadi philosophers say that simply by
cultivation of knowledge by mental speculation, one can
be liberated from the condition of material bondage. But
here it is said one is liberated not by knowledge but by the
mercy of the Supreme Lord. The knowledge the conditioned
soul gains by mental speculation, however powerful it may
be.is always too imperfect to approach the Absolute Truth.
[tissaid thatwithout the mercy of the Supreme Personality
of Godhead one cannot understand Him or His actual
form, quality and name. Those who are not in devotional
service go on speculating for many, many thousands of
years, but they are still unable to understand the nature of
the Absolute Truth.

One can be liberated in the knowledge of the Absolute
Truth simply by the mercy of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. It is clearly said herein that our memory is lost
because we are now covered by His material energy.
Arguments may be put forward as to why we have been put
under the influence of this material energy by the supreme
will of the Lord. This is explained in Bhagavad-gita, where
the Lord says. ~I am sitting in everyone’s heart, and due to
Me one is forgetful or one is alive in knowledge.” The
forgetfulness of the conditioned soul is also due to the
direction of the Supreme Lord. A living entity misuses his
little independence when he wants to lord it over material
nature. This misuse of independence, which is called may
is always available, otherwise there would be no
independence. Independence implies that one can use it
properly or improperly. It is not static; it is dynamic.
Therefore, misuse of independence is the cause of being
influenced by maya.

Maya is so strong that the Lord says that it is very
difficult to surmount her influence. But one can do so very

a,
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easily “if he surrenders unto Me.” Mam eva ve prapadyante:
anyone who surrenders unto Him can overcome the
influence of the stringent laws of material nature. It is
clearly said here that a living entity is put under the
influence of maya by His will.and if anyone wants to get out
of this entanglement, this can be made possible simply by
His mercy.

The activities of the conditioned souls under the influence
of material nature are explained here. Every conditioned
soulisengagedin different types of work under the influence
of material nature. We can see in the material world that the
conditioned soul acts so powerfully that he is playing
wonderfully in creating the so-called advancements of
material civilization for sense gratification. But actually his
position is to know that he is an eternal servant of the
Supreme Lord. When he is actually in perfect knowledge,
he knows that the Lord is the supreme worshipful object
and that the living entity is His eternal servant. Without this
knowledge. he engages in material activities; that is called
ignorance.

16 ¥ ILAEIARHAH: T -
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JRana vad etad adadhat katamah sa devas
trai-kalikam sthira-caresv anuvartitamsah

tar jiva-karma-padavim anuvartamanas
tapa-trayopasamanaya vayvarii bhajema

|

jaanam—knowledge; var—which: etar—this: adadhdt—
gave; katamah—who other than; safi—that; devah—the
Personality of Godhead; trai-kalikam—of the three phases
of time; sthira-caresu—in the inanimate and animate ob-
jects: anuvartita—dwelling; amsah—His partial represen-
tation; fam—unto Him; jiva—of the jiva souls; karma-
padavim-—the path of fruitive activities; anuvartamanah
—who are pursuing; f@pa-traya—Ifrom the threefold miser-
ies; upasamanaya—for getting free: vayam—we: bhajema
—must surrender.

No one other than the Supreme Personality of Godhead, as
the localized Paramatma, the partial representation of the
Lord, is directing all inanimate and animate objects. He is
present in the three phases of time—past, present and
future. Therefore, the conditioned soul is engaged in
different activities by His direction, and in order to get free
from the threefold miseries of this conditional life, we have
to surrender unto Him only.

PURPORT: When a conditioned soul is seriously anxious to
getoutof the influence of the material clutches. the Supreme
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Personality of Godhead, who is situated within him as
Paramatma, gives him this knowledge: “Surrender unto
Me.” As the Lord says in Bhagavad-gita, * Give up all other
engagements. Just surrender unto Me.” It is to be accepted
that the source of knowledge is the Supreme Person. This
is also confirmed in Bhagavad-gita. Matiah smrtir jiianam
apohanaim ca. The Lord says, “Through Me one gets real
knowledge and memory,and one also forgets through Me.”
To one who wants to be materially satisfied or who wants
to lord it over material nature, the Lord gives the
opportunity to forget His service and engage in the so-
called happiness of material activities. Similarly, when one
is frustrated in lording it over material nature and is very
serious about getting out of this material entanglement,
the Lord. from within, gives him the knowledge that he has
to surrender unto Him; then there is liberation.

This knowledge cannot be imparted by anyone other
than the Supreme Lord or His representative. In the
Caitanya-caritamyrialL.ord Caitanyainstructs Ripa Gosvami
that the living entities wander in life after life, undergoing
the miserable conditions of material existence. But when
one is very anxious to get free from the material
entanglement, he gets enlightenment through a spiritual
master and Krsna. This means that Krsna as the Supersoul
is seated within the heart of the living entity, and when the
living entity is serious, the Lord directs him to take shelter
of Hisrepresentative.a bona fide spiritual master. Directed
from within and guided externally by the spiritual master,
one attains the path of Krsna consciousness, which is the
way out of the material clutches.

Therefore there is no possibility of one’s being situated
in his own position unless he is blessed by the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Unless he is enlightened with the
supreme knowledge.one has toundergo the severe penalties
ol the hard struggle for existence in the material nature.
The spiritual master is therefore the mercy manifestation
of the Supreme Person. The conditioned soul has to take
direct instruction from the spiritual master, and thus he
gradually becomes enlightened to the path of Krsna
consciousness. The seed of Krsna consciousness is sown
within the heart of the conditioned soul, and when one
hears instruction from the spiritual master, the seed
fructifies, and one’s life 1s blessed.
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dehy anya-deha-vivare jatharagnindsrg-
vin-multra-kapa-patito bhrsa-tapta-dehah

icchann ito vivasitum ganayan sva-masan
nirvasyate krpana-dhir bhagavan kada nu

dehi—the embodied soul; anyva-deha—of another body:
vivare—in the abdomen; jathara—of the stomach: agnini—
by the fire; asrk—of blood: vit—stool: mittra—and urine;
kitpa—in a pool; patitah—rfallen: bhrsa—strongly; tapta—
scorched; dehah—his body; icchan—desiring; itali—from
that place: vivasitum—to gel oul: ganayan—counting;
svamasan—his months: nirvasyate—will be released;
krpana-dhifi—person of miserly intelligence: bhagavan—
O Lord; kada—when: nu—indeed.

Fallen into a pool of blood, stool, and urine within the
abdomen of his mother, his own body scorched by the
mother’s gastric fire, the embodied soul, anxious to get
out, counts his months and prays, “O my Lord, when shall
I, a wretched soul, be released from this confinement?”

PURPORT: The precarious condition of the living entity
within the womb of his mother is described here. On one
side of where the child is floating is the heat of gastric fire,
and on the otherside are urine,stool.blood, and discharges.
After seven months the child, who has regained his
consciousness, feels the horrible condition of his existence
and prays to the Lord. Counting the months until his
release, he becomes greatly anxious to get out of the
confinement. The so-called civilized man does not take
account of this horrible condition of life. and sometimes,
for the purpose of sense graltification, he tries to kill the
child by methods of contraception or abortion. Unserious
about the horrible condition in the womb, such persons
continue in materialism, grossly misusing the chance of
the human form of life.

The word krpana-dhih is significant in this verse. Dhi
means “intelligence,” and krpana means “miserly.”
Conditional life is for persons who are of miserly
intelligence or who do not properly utilize theirintelligence.
In the human form of life the intelligence is developed,
and one has to utilize that developed intelligence to get
out of the cycle of birth and death. One who does not do
so is a miser, just like a person who has immense wealth
but does not utilize it, keeping it simply to see. A person
who does not actually utilize his human intelligence to get
out of the clutches of maya, the cycle of birth and death. is
accepted as miserly. The exact opposite of miserly is udara,
“very magnanimous.” A brahmanais called udara because
he utilizes his human intelligence for spiritual realization.
He uses that intelligence to preach Krsna consciousness
for the benefit of the public, and therefore he is
magnanimous.
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venedrsim gatim asau dasa-masya isa
sangrahitah puru-dayena bhavadrsena
svenaiva tusyatu krtena sa dina-nathah
ko nama tat-prati vinanjalim asya kuryat

vena—by whom (the Lord); idrsim—such; gatimi—a con-
dition; asau—that person (myself); dasa-masyah—ten
months old; isa—O Lord; sangrahitafi—was made to accept:
puri-dayena—very merciful: bhavadrsena—incomparable:
svena—own; eva—alone; fusyatu—may He be pleased;
krtena—with His act; sah—that; dina-nathali—refuge of
the fallen souls; kafi—who:nama—indeed: fai—that mercy;
prati—in return; vina—except with; afjalini—{folded hands;
asya—of the Lord; kuryat—can repay.

My dear Lord, by Your causeless mercy I am awakened to
consciousness, although I am only ten months old. For this
causeless mercy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
the friend of all fallen souls, there is no way to express my
gratitude buf to pray with folded hands.

PURPORT: As stated in Bhagavad-gita, intelligence and
forgetfulness are both supplied by the Supersoul sitting
with the individual soul within the body. When He sees that
a conditioned soul is very serious about getting out of the
clutches of the material influence, the Supreme Lord gives
intelligence internally as Supersoul and externally as the
spiritual master, or, as an incarnation of the Personality of
Godhead Himself, He helps by speaking instructions such
as Bhagavad-gita. The Lord is always seeking the
opportunity to reclaim the fallen souls to His abode. the
kingdom of God. We should always feel very much obliged
to the Personality of Godhead, for He is always anxious to
bring us into the happy condition of eternal life. There is no
sufficient means to repay the Personality of Godhead for
His act of benediction: therefore, we can simply feel
gratitude and pray to the Lord with folded hands. This
prayer of the child in the womb may be questioned by some
atheistic people. How can a child pray in such a nice way in
the womb of his mother? Everything is possible by the
grace of the Lord. The child is put into such a precarious
condition externally, but internally he is the same, and the
Lord is there. By the transcendental energy of the Lord,
everything is possible,
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ifE qumdder @R |
ygEa  awe g qau
o) afiRia = et wtaw 13

pasyaty ayam dhisanaya nanu sapta-vadhrih
sarirake dama-sariry aparah sva-dehe

vat-srstayasan tam ahani purusani puranam
pasve bahir hydi ca caityan iva pratitam
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pasyati—sees; ayam—this living entity; dhisanaya—with
intelligence; nanu—only; sapta-vadhrih—bound by the
seven layers of material coverings; sarirake —agreeable
and disagreeable sense perceptions: dama-sariri—having a
body for self-control; aparah—another; sva-dehe—in his
body: var—by the Supreme Lord: srstaya—endowed:
asam—was; tam—Him; aham—I; purusam—person;
puranam—oldest; pasye—see; bahih—outside; irdi—in the
heart; ca—and; caitvam—the source of the ego; iva—indeed;
pratitam—recognized.

The living entity in another type of body sees only by
instinet; he knows only the agreeable and disagreeable
sense perceptions of that particular body. But I have abody
in which I can control my senses and can understand my
destination; therefore, 1 offer my respectful obeisances to
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, by whom I have
been blessed with this body and by whose grace I can see
Him within and without.

PURPORT: The evolutionary process of different types of
bodies is something like that of a fructifyving flower. Just as
there are different stages in the growth of a flower—the
bud stage, the blooming stage, and the full-fledged, fully
grown stage of aroma and beauty—there are 8,400,000
species of bodiesin gradual evolution, and there issystematic
progress from the lower species of life to the higher. The
human form of life is supposed to be the highest, for it
offers consciousness for getting out of the clutches of birth
and death. The fortunate child in the womb of his mother
realizes his superior position and is thereby distinguished
from other bodies. Animals in bodies lower than that of the
human being are conscious only as far as their bodily
distress and happiness are concerned: they cannot think of
more than their bodily necessities of life—eating, sleeping,
mating, and defending. Butin the human form of life, by the
grace of God, the consciousness is so developed that a man
can evaluate his exceptional position and thus realize the
self and the Supreme Lord.

The word dama-sariri means that we have a body in
which we can control the senses and the mind. The
complication of materialistic life is due to an uncontrolled
mind and uncontrolled senses. One should feel grateful to
the Supreme Personality of Godhead for having obtained
such a nice human form of body, and one should properly
utilize it. The distinction between an animal and a man is
that the animal cannot control himself and has no sense of
decency.whereas the human being has the sense of decency
and can control himself. If this controlling power is not
exhibited by the human being. then he is no better than an
animal. By controlling the senses, or by the process of yoga
regulation, one can understand the position of his self, the
Supersoul, the world and their interrelation; everything is
possible by controlling the senses. Otherwise, we are no
better than animals.

(continued in the next issue)




Glossary

Acirya—a spiritual master who teaches by example.

Balarama—I ord Krsna’s first expansion, who acts in the
role of Lord Krsna’s elder brother.

Battle of Kuruksetra—an epic battle for rule of the
world, fought five thousand years ago.

Bhagavad-gita—the sacred book in which Lord Krsna
gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and
disciple Arjuna.

Bhakti—devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura—the spiritual mas-
ter of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

Bhakti-yoga—linking with the Supreme Lord through
devotional service.

-Caitanya Mahaprabhu—the incarnation of Lord Krsna
who appeared five hundred years ago to teach the
chanting of the names of God as the religion for the
present age.

Dharma—(1) ordained duties or religious principles;

(2) one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.e., devotional
service to the Lord).

Godhead—the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality,
progressively realized first as the impersonal all-
pervasive oneness, more fully as the Supersoul within
the heart of every living being, and ultimately as the
all-opulent Supreme Person.

Gurukula—a school where children learn the philosophy
and practices of Krsna consciousness along with regu-
lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the
guru”).

Hare Krsna—the great mantra Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama. Hare Hare.

ISKCON—the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness.

Japa—individual chanting of names of God, usually
while counting on beads.

Kali-yuga—in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-
mic ages, the present and worst age, the Age of
Quarrel, of which 5,000 of 432,000 years have passed.

Karma—material action: its inevitable reaction; or the
law by which such action and reaction are governed.

Kirtana—congregational singing of names of God, usual-
ly accompanied by cymbals (karatalas) and drums
(mrdangas).

Krsna—the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His
original transcendent form (see “Godhead™).

Mahabharata—the epic history of ancient India, a history
in which the Bhagavad-gita appears as the most
important and well-known text.

Maya—illusion; the energy of the Supreme Lord that
deludes living entities into forgetting their spiritual
nature and forgetting God.

Mayavadi—one who regards the Absolute Truth as
ultimately impersonal or void.

Modes of nature—the three qualities (goodness, passion,
and ignorance) that hold sway over all action in the
material world.

Nityananda—the incarnation of Lord Balarama who
appeared with Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Prasadam—vegetarian food that has been prepared for
the Lord and offered to Him with devotion (literally
“mercy”).

Puranas—Vedic histories.

Radharani—Lord Krsna’'s consort and pleasure potency.

Rathayatra—"chariot festival™: a festival in which the
form of Krsna is borne in procession on a large
canopy-topped chariot or float, especially the festival
originating in Puri, India, for Jagannatha (Lord Krsna,
“the Lord of the universe™).

Sannyasa—the renounced life of a man who relinquishes
home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.

Sri—an honorific meaning “opulent” (similarly: Srila,
Stimad, Sriman, Srimati).

Srila Prabhupada—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder-aearya of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Srimad-Bhagavatam—the most important of the eight-
een Puranas, which tells of the nature and pastimes
of Lord Krsna and His devotees.

Supersoul—the form of the Lord who resides in every
heart along with the individual soul.

Upanisads—the 108 essential philosophical treatises that
appear within the Vedas.

Varnasrama—the Vedic social system. It organizes socie-
ty into four occupational and four spiritual divisions
(varnas and asramas). The members of the four varnas
are the brahmanas (intellectuals and priests), the
ksatriyas (administrators and soldiers), the vaisyas
(farmers and businessmen), and the sidras (laborers
and artisans). The members of the four asramas are
the brahmacaris (celibate students), grhasthas
(married people). vanaprasthas (retired people), and
sannyasis (renunciants).

Vrndavana—the transcendental abode of Lord Krsna,
mirrored on earth as the town in India where Krsna
appeared five thousand years ago.

Vaisnava—a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the
word Visnu).

Vedas—the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord
Himself at the beginning of creation.

Vedic—pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and
related seriptures guide all aspects of human life.

Visnu—any form of the Personality of Godhead (see
“Godhead”); the forms the Lord manifests to create
and sustain the material world.
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Madhuha Dasa
(above) has helped
organize the Festival
of India for more
than twenty years.
As the Festival of the
Chariots moves
down New York's
Fifth Avenue (left),

a spectator (top left)
joins in the fun. The
festival is a great
time for Hare Krsna
youth (top right) to
get together and
chant and dance to
their heart’s content.

by SureSvara Dasa

N SATURDAY, June 12, the Fes-
tival of India—the touring spiri-
tual pageant that graces more
than a dozen North American cities
each summer, often in conjunction
with Hare Krsna parades—launches
its twenty-first season in New York
City’s Washington Square Park, where
Hare Krsna first took root in the West.

Forveteran festival director Madhu-
ha Dasa and his youthful crew, New
York presents a unique challenge. “To
set up and take down over a two-to-
four-day period, like we do in other
cities, we'd have to hire armed guards
round the clock,” says Madhuha. “So
for twenty-four hours we go nonstop,
midnight to midnight.”

A little before midnight, at the
Brooklyn temple, president Rama-
bhadra Dasa and his wife, Satya Dasi,
energize the crew with pizza and ice
cream. The members are in their late
teensandearly twenties and often come
from far away, even overseas, to help.
Many are gurukulis (alumni of first-
generation-ISKCON schools) and four
of those—Govinda, Janani, [$vara
Puri, and Ramacandra—are also crew

In New York City, Hare Krsna youth
meet the Festival of India’s greatest challenge.

night

alumni, who wouldn’t miss this festival
for the world.

“Last call!™ honks Madhuha from
the leased Ryder tractor that pulls the
festival’s forty-foot trailer. In 1982,
Madhuhabought the then twelve-year-
old trailer at a million miles and has
since hauled it more than twenty times
the distance round the equator. Ten
people pile into the cab,another fifteen
pack the donated white van following
behind. The traffic into Manhattan
bumps and grinds the same as at mid-
day, only mdddu. When the trailer
swings wide to turn, the van runs inter-
ference, provoking major honking and
cursing.“Hare Krsna! " laughs the crew,
hoping the New Yorkers will cool off
at the festival.

Nine miles and nearly an hour later,
the festival vehicles roll down Fifth
Avenue and up to the park. Beneath a
massive stone arch, police barricades
block the entrance. A few years ago,
rising violence and vandalism in the
park compelled the NYPD toimpose a
curfew. Madhuha and crew jump out to
remove the barricades, but within a
minute, three squad cars converge Lo
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stop the invasion.

After checking Madhuha'’s permits,
the men in blue have a question: *Our
jobis to enforce the curfew. How do we
tell you guys from the werewolves?” A

: ‘Hare Krsna,” " says Madhuha.

e of us, he'll answer, ‘Hari

mbling a
canopy frame

Once inside, everyone springs into
ion. While Madhuha dashes about
'he

debris; erect twent tents with lar
signs and banners; install nine panel-
each;

s(uarc

all
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A beer bottle has shattered against
atree,where Govinda and Janani—the
husband-wife team on the crew—are
tying down a tent. Two drunks streak
past, one chasing the other with a tent
pipe. The clubs and bars have let out,
flooding the park with predators. Big,
burly Syama Narayana recovers the
pipe, and the police show the man to
his cage.

As the hours tick by, the greater
challenge is fatigue. Before the mara-
thon, the combined intensity of New
York and the approaching festivalmade
it impossible to sleep. Even rested, the
work is very heavy. Yet the crew vets
are moving their teams in perfect sync,
and Madhuha, twice their age, is work-
ing harder than anyone. By dawn, all
the tents and exhibits are up—a new
record—and Rtadhvaja Swami has ar-
rived with an ashram of young male
reinforcements. Only the stage and
sound system remain to be assembled.
Tired but inspired, the alumni take the
subway back to the temple to chant
Hare Krsna, get ready for the parade,
and maybe catch a few winks.

PHILOSOPHY ON DISPLAY

As the sky lightens, four men carry

§ ? eighteen250-pound wooden platforms
E, é near the arch to make up the stage. The
4 £ team leader is Phani-bhiisana Dasa,
the only middle-ager besides Madhuha
on the crew. Sinewy and spontaneous,
Phani serves as the festival’s drama
director.
“Our tractor-trailer is a nuts-and-
e et boltssample of Krsna’s universal form,”
feuvies e — enthuses Phani, “which we're continu-
One canopy ally unpacking to present the Lord’s
up—only twenty- message: ‘Please come home, back to
~ fivemore to go Godhead.””

~ (above). At left, As Phani knows,nothing quite drives
i Ué\g‘;}r veteran actor that message home like drama. After
. and festival hand working all night and morning, he’ll
' Phani-bhiisana join the performers onstage this after-
Dasa with a new noon, with astrength and flair that only

display he God can give.
helped create. As the curfew ends, the homeless

drift in to bathe in the park’s fountain.
Walkers, joggers, and roller-bladers
follow. And though they like to play
New Yorkers who've “seen it all,” they
can’t help rubbernecking at what has
arisen in the park. Some break ranks,
drawn to the panoply of spiritual

Kesava Dasa
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exhibits, especially the fourteen-foot
CHANGING BODIES diorama. Af-
ter gaping at the humanesque figures
showing the soul’s incarnations over
a lifetime, they read the caption: “As
the embodied soul continuously passes,
in this body, from boyhood to youth to
old age, the soul similarly passes into
another body at death. A sober person
is not bewildered by such a change.”
(Lord Krsna in Bhagavad-gita, 2.13)
And then they want to read more.

“All these exhibits are passive
preachers, encouraging people to read
Srila Prabhupada’s books.” says Ma-
dhuha, referring to the treasury of spiri-
tual literature left by the Hare Krsna
movement’s founder-spiritual master.
He points to a walker with a Gifa under
her arm. “And when they read, they're
on their way home.”

RAINED OUT?

Dark clouds rumble in across the
Hudson.The weatheris always the wild
card on festival day. (Nineteen ninety-
eight’s saw the wildest yet, so let’s con-
tinue with thatscenario.) For two weeks
New York has been awash with rain.
“Toclean the city for the festival,” some
devotees have said. But a storm now
could ruin everything.

Suddenly the sky opens and the rain
comes downin torrents. For three hours
the rain pummels the asphalt around
the festival. With poles in hand, the
crew go from tent to tent, pushing the
water off sagging canopies. Because
the site slopes gently toward the foun-
tain, the whole area begins to fill up like
a swimming pool. Two inches, four
inches, six inches—then over the bases
of the exhibits standing inside the tents.
Thank God there’s no wind.

Meanwhile, five miles up Fifth Av-
enue the storm has drenched Krsna's
chariots-in-waiting and now promises
to cancel the parade. But Krsna can
cancel the rain, say the devotees, who
are dancing and chanting their hearts
out amid the downpour.

The police say their mopeds are
now too wet to escort the parade.
Ramabhadra ponders an alternative
festival at the temple. Looking at the
hundreds of determined devotees,
Isvara Puri thinks a “no-go” may set
off a stampede.
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The sounds
of the holy
names and

parade-
worthy cym-
bals echo
through the
canyon
known as
Fifth Ave-
nue (above)
At right, it’s a
two-mile
parade, and
they’ll
dance the
whole way.




oll, Purt here will hustle
venue in record time,

to roll at noon.
If it doesn’t stop

fully slowed to a drip. As the f
crew knc the last puddles
( whirlpoc

THE CHARIOTS ROLL

Uptown, the drip-dry sky reaches
the chariots just in time.

A book distri-
butor ( )
explains that Srila
Prabhupada’s
bools will let you

branches.
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Life from chemicals
Fact or Fantasy?

through the park.




Right, Trivi-
krama Swami
happily ans-
wers questions
on the mean-
ing of life. Be-
low, this exhibit
has achieved its
purpose—ito
make you stop
and think.

“Okay, move!” holler the cops.
“Fast!”

“Jaya Jagannatha!” thunder the
devotees, now five hundred strong.
“Glory to Krsna, the Lord of the uni-
verse!”

From His chariot, Krsna presides as
a hugely smiling Deity, His large saucer
eyes flying down the Avenue, inviting
its corporate idols to forsake their
Y2Karma and join His jolly jugger-
naut. Behind Him follow the chariots
of Subhadra and Balarama—sibling
sides of the Godhead with similarly
festive faces—who’ve left the temple

Onstage (left),
traditional Bharat
Natyam dance is
always a cultural
treat for the
audience.

ese(] Bleremeg

today to party with saints and sinners
alike and re-invite everyone to return
home to the spiritual world.

So lovingly do the devotees accept
the invitation that they make one of
their own: “Ride in Rathayatra (The
Parade of the Chariots) and we’ll pull
you home!” And so they grapple the
thick ropes, sound cymbals and drums,
and leap and spin and sing Jagan-
natha’s praises to the sky. Especially
the youth.

Before Subhadra’s chariot, Ameri-
ca’s Gauravani and India’s Nandu lead

(please turn to page 56)
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A Meeting in

ranasi

In visiting Varanasi, Caitanya Mahaprabhu chose
a city that had historically played a key role in the gradual
unveiling of Vedanta, the perfection of knowledge.

by Mathuresa Dasa

-

BAR T 2

Early in the year 1514, Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu was staying at the home
of Candrasekara Vaidya in Varanasi,
India, then a great center of learning.
Lord Caitanya’s associates heard that
one of the chief scholars of Varanasi, a
sannyasi named Prakasananda Saras-
vati, was complaining to his followers
that Caitanya Mahaprabhu, or SriKrsna
Caitanya, as He was known, was a sen-
timenalist who engaged in chanting the
names of the Lord rather than in study-
ing Vedanta, the proper duty of a san-
nyasi. Greatly disturbed by Prakas-
ananda Sarasvati’s criticism, Sri Cai-
tanya’s associates were pleased when
the Lord accepted aninvitation for lunch
at the home of a brahmana. Prakas-
ananda Sarasvati and his followers
would also be there, so Prakasananda
Sarasvati could see for himself the
ideal character of Sri Krsna Caitanya.

HE DAY AFTER ACCEPTING the

brahmana’s invitation to lunch

with Prakasananda Sarasvati,
Lord Caitanya took His noon bath at

Pancanada-ghat as usual, silently |

chanted the Gayatri mantra,and set off
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on foot for the brahmana’s house. He
walked barefoot, as customary for a
sannyasi, and wore simple saffron
cloth. His head was cleanly shaven, He
had marked His forehead with tilaka
(clay), and as He walked He chanted
the Hare Krsna maha-mantra: Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare. “O Lord Krsna, O
energy of the Lord! Please engage me
in Your loving devotional service.”
Lord Caitanya wanted to freely dis-
tribute the highest knowledge of devo-
tional service to Krsna, knowledge
available through the chanting of
Krsna’s holy names. In visiting Varanasi
He had chosen a city that had histori-
cally played a key role in the gradual
unveiling of Vedanta, the perfection of
knowledge.Two thousand years earlier
Lord Buddha had given His first ser-
mon only six miles away at Saranatha,
where there are still many Buddhist
stupas and where many followers of
the Buddhist philosophy live. And
E";ripﬁda Sankaracarya, the incarnation
of Lord Siva who toppled Buddhism
from its dominant position in India,
had come to Varanasi in A.D. 695,
shortly after taking sannydsa at the age
| of eight. After four years at Badarik-




Painting by Muralidhara Dasa

Instead of joining the other sannyasis, who had taken seats according to title and
rank, Lord Caitanya sat on the ground near the washing area, His transcendental
body glowing with the effulgence of millions of suns.

asrama in the Himalayas, where he
wrote his famous commentary on the
Vedanta-siitra, Sankaracarya returned
to Varanasi, which remains a strong-
hold for his followers and for the wor-
ship of Lord Siva.

From the transcendental perspec-
tive of Lord Sri Krsna Caitanya Maha-
prabhu and His associates, the teach-
ings of Lord Buddha and those of
Sankaracarya, though superficially at
odds, are pieces of a well-planned evo-
lution in spiritual realization, as close
to each other philosophically as

Saranatha and Varanasi on the map.
Lord Buddha is an incarnation of the
Supreme Lord, and Lord Siva’s teach-
ings as Saflkaracﬁrya were directly or-
dered by the Supreme Lord. Thus there
is a unified purpose to their missions.
To prevent belligerent misuse of
scripture by zealots, Lord Buddha as
an emergency measure had rejected
the Vedas and denied the existence of
I[ God and the eternal soul. He main-
| tained that life and consciousness are
products of matter. Stressing the mis-
ery and impermanence of material life,
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Buddha proposed only a void after
death and infused His followers with
tolerance, detachment, simplicity, and
nonviolence. By tactical use of atheism,
in other words, He replaced zealotry
with the stirrings of intelligent, civi-
lized behavior.

SANKARACARYA’S
STRATEGY

Building upon Lord Buddha’s foun-
dation of intelligent detachment, San-
karacarya brought back the Vedas and
with them knowledge of God as the su-
preme soul. But since Saﬁkarﬁcérya
was confronting a long tradition of
Buddhist atheism, he avoided (ully re-
vealing the Vedic conclusion that the
Absolute Truth is the Supreme Person,
Lord Krsna,and that we are all Krsna’s
eternal individual parts and servants.
Creating indirect meanings for the
Vedic texts, Sankaracarya instead as-
serted, for the upliftment of his ma-
terialistic Buddhist audiences, that
consciousness and all living symp-
toms originate not in matter but in
Brahman, the supreme, eternal, all-
pervading soul.

Brahman is blissful, omniscient, and
impersonal, but acquires, when in con-
tact with maya, the illusory material
energy, a temporary existence charac-
terized by misery, ignorance, and indi-
viduality. The life and consciousness
animating our temporary material bod-
ies are eternal, Sar’lkarﬁcérya taught,
but both our individuality and our
concepts of God as the supreme indi-
vidual are illusory products of Brah-
man’s contact with matter. When we
are free from matter, we lose our mis-
erable individuality and become one
with the blissful Supreme, just as the
air in an emply pot becomes one with
the sky when the potisbroken. Inother
words, we are all Brahman, or God, the
Supreme Soul. We have just forgotten.

Sankaracarya’s offering of imper-
sonal oneness is a partial revelation
of Vedanta that awakens voidists to
eternal consciousness without upset-
ting their atheistic demeanor. Think-
ing onesell God is at least as atheistic
as denying He exists. But Sankar-
acarya’s followers paid a heavy price
philosophically for accepting this im-
personal pitch. In one breath they must
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Asserting that the Supreme is overcome
by illusion, Sankaracarya’s followers inadvertantly
propose that illusion is supreme.

say that we are all the Supreme, and
in the next they must imply that the
Supreme, since it can be conquered by
illusion, is not Supreme. Asserting that
the Supreme is overcome by illusion or
forgetfullness, they inadvertantly pro-
pose that illusion, or mdayad, is supreme.

Lord Sri Krsna Caitanya Maha-
prabhu and His associates therefore
refer to the bewildered followers of
Sankaracarya and to all “you are God”
philosophers by using the derogatory
term Mayavadi, or “one who accepts
illusion as the highest truth.” The Bud-
dhists too are Mayavadis, because they
believe that maya, the temporary ma-
terial nature, generates individual con-
sciousness and the living symptoms.

Although the Buddhists do not accept |

an eternal all-pervading soul, they es-

sentially agree with the Sankarites that |

matter is superior to the living force.
Lord Sri Krsna Caitanya Maha-
prabhu intended to deliver the entire
world from these two kinds of Maya-
vadis, represented by the Buddhists of
Saranatha and the impersonalist San-
karites of Varanasi. As part of that mis-
sion, He was on His way to lunch with
Prakasananda Sarasvati, current chief
of the Varanasi Mayavadis. By Lord
Krsna’s will elements of Vedanta had
been available through the teachings
of Lord Buddha and Sripada Sankar-
acarya. But for along time Lord Krsna
had not bestowed upon the inhabi-
tants of the world the full import of
Vedanta. Lord Caitanya is Krsna Him-
self appearing in the role of His own
devotee, and while we cannot know
His exact thoughts or plan as He made
His way through Varanasi’s ancient
streets, we do have a broader record
of His thinking. Srila Krsnadasa Kavi-
raja Gosvami, one of Lord Caitanya’s
principal biographers, explains:

Lord Krsna enjoys His transcen-
dental pastimes [on earth] as long as

e o @

He wishes, and then He disappears.
After disappearing, however, He
thinks thus:

“For a long time I have not be-
stowed unalloyed loving service to
Me upon the inhabitants of the world.
Without such loving attachment, the
existence of the material world is
useless. I shall personally inaugurate
the religion of the age—nama
sankirtana, the congregational chant-
ing of the holy name. I shall accept
the role of a devotee, and I shall
teach devotional service by practic-
ing it Myself. In the company of My
devotees I shall appear on earth and
perform various colorful pastimes.”

Thinking thus, the Personality of
Godhead, Sri Krsna Himself, de-
scended at Navadvipa early in the
Age of Kali.

—_Sri Caitan ya-caritamiria,
Adi-lila 3.13-30

THE LORD ATTRACTS
THE SANNYASIS

Lord Caitanya had a large and well-
built body, a complexion like molten
gold, and a face as beautiful as the
moon.Arriving at the brahmana’s house
and seeing that all the sannyasis of
Varanasi had gathered there, He hum-
bly bowed to them and, as was custom-
ary, went to wash His feet before
entering the assembly. Then, instead of
joining the other sannyasis, who had
taken seats according to title and rank,
Lord Caitanya sat on the ground near
the washing area, His transcendental
body glowing with the effulgence of
millions of suns.

Unsettled by the Lord’s humility
and attracted by the brilliant illumina-
tion of His body, the entire assembly
rose to receive Him. Prakasananda
Sarasvatistepped forward and, mistak-
ing the Lord’s meekness for bereave-
ment, spoke to Him with affection and
concern.

“Please come here, Your Holiness,”
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Prakasanandarequested.“Whydo You
sitin that filthy place? What has caused
Your lamentation?”

“Oh, I belong to an inferior order of

sannyasis,” Lord Caitanya replied.
| “Therefore 1 am not qualified to sit

with you. Let Me sit down here.”

In the line of Sripada Sankaracarya
tentitles are awarded to sannyasis, with
Sarasvati, Tirtha, and Asrama being
the most coveted. Caitanya is an infe-
rior, brahmacari title, a name for a stu-
dent or servant of a Bharati sannyasi.
When Nimai Pandita had first ap-
proached Kesava Bharatiin Katwa,He
had received the name Sri Krsna
Caitanya Brahmacari. After accepting
the sannyasa order from Kesava Bha-
rati, it would have been the traditional
course for Sri Krsna Caitanya to accept
the Bharati title Himself. Instead the
Lord kept the name Caitanya to show
that we are eternally servants of our
spiritual masters and God. Mayavadis
think that by earning a sannyasa title
they become God, the supreme au-
thority, and therefore need serve no
one. While speaking respectfully to
Prakasananda and other Mayavadis,
Lord Caitanya was teaching by exam-
ple that if titles or degrees spawn such
arrogance it is better to keep your
undergraduate designation.

Surprised tosee Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu reluctant to join the other san-
nyasis, Prakasananda Sarasvati caught
Him by the hand and seated Him

| with great respect in the midst of the

assembly.

“Well, sir, I think Your name is Sri
Krsna Caitanya,” Prakasananda said,
“and I understand that You belong to
oursect. Youareliving here in Varanasi.
Why don’t You mix with us? You are a
sannydsi. You are supposed to engage
Your time simply in Vedanta study. But
we see that You are always chanting,
dancing,and playing on musical instru-
ments. Why? These things are for emo-



tional and sentimental people. By Your |

effulgence it appears to us that You are
just like Narayana, the Supreme Per-
son,but Your low-class behaviorspeaks
otherwise.”

Putting his foot into his mouth in a
genteel scholarly manner, Prakas-
ananda Sarasvati challenged Lord
Caitanya, the author of Vedanta, to
account forneglecting His studies. What
to speak of neglect, it is the Lord’s
position to determine who is a quali-
fied candidate for admission to the study
of Vedanta philosophy. To kindly in-
form Prak&asananda of the qualifica-
tions he would need, Lord Sri Krsna
Caitanya Mahaprabhu,Vedanta’s dean
of admissions, replied:

“My dear sir, | may inform you that
My spiritual master considered Me a
great fool and told Me I had no quali-
fication to study Vedanta. He kindly
gave Me the chanting of Hare Krsna.
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama.
Hare Hare. My spiritual master told
Me, ‘Go on chanting this Krsna man-
tra, and it will make You perfect in
understanding Vedanta.” ”

The Lord had already demonstrated
three times the importance of humility:
by offering obeisances to the entire
assembly of sannydsis, by taking a seat
near the washing area, and by retaining
the name Caitanya. In His Sik.{'r'i.)‘{ﬁkﬂ
verses Lord Caitanya writes that one
should always feel lower than straw in
the street, more tolerant than a tree,
devoid of all sense of false prestige,and
ready to offer all respect to others.
Only in such a humble state of mind,
Lord Caitanya taught, can one con-
stantly savor Vedanta philosophy or
the holy names of God. Now the Lord,
the spiritual master of everyone, was
showing Prakasananda by His own ex-
ample that the test of genuine humility
iswhether one can submit oneselfasan
ignorant fool before a qualified spiri-
tual master. Thatis the Lord’s entrance
exam for the study of Vedanta.

THE IMPORTANCE OF
DISCIPLIC SUCCESSION

Qualified spiritual mastersare those
who have themselves heard submis-
sively from a bona fide teacher in a dis-
ciplic succession descending from the

Lord Himsell, and who have carefully
followed theirspiritual master’s orders.
Without receiving knowledge through

understand either one's eternal self or
God, the supreme self, since both are
beyond the limited and faulty jurisdic-
tion of our material senses, minds, and
intellects. Research with our defective
material faculties distorts even our un-
derstanding of material subjects,so that
our “knowledge,” full of mistakes, al-
ways requires revision. This shilting
nature of materialistic knowledge pro-
vokesin ordinary researchers a state of
frustration that makes the conception

| of an ultimate void, Buddhist or other-

wise, look very attractive.

Lord Krsna therefore provides, in
the form of the Vedas, libraries of con-
clusive writings in all branches of knowl-
edge, both material and spiritual, and
entrusts each branch to learned schol-
ars to carry through the ages in a
disciplicsuccession. According to Vedic
historians,all knowledge, however em-
bellished or distorted by empirics, has
its originin the Vedas. His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada writes: “Any knowledge you ac-
cept is veda, for the teachings of the
Vedas are the original knowledge. There
are no branches of knowledge, either
mundane or transcendental, which do
not belong to the original text of the
Vedas. They have simply been devel-
opedintodifferent branches. They were
originally rendered by great, respect-
able and learned professors. In other
words, the Vedic knowledge, broken

into different branches by disciplic suc-
cessions, has been distributed all over
the world. No one, therefore, can claim
independent knowledge beyond the
Vedas.”

In reestablishing the primal posi-
tion of the Vedic knowledge, Sanka-
racarya had given the voidists of his
time access to preliminary spiritual
understanding. But in imagining in-
direct, impersonal meanings to the
Vedanta-sitra to attract his voidist au-
diences, S:-u']karﬁcfu')-'a had concealed
the principle of disciplic succession and
opened the door for use of our same
defective,material facultiesin the study
ol Vedanta.

Mayavadis accept the Vedas as the

| source of transcendental knowledge,

but at Sankaracarya’s behest they
proudly think they can grasp Vedanta-
sitra by their own intellectual efforts
withoutreferring to recognized experts
in the Vedic tradition. This is a danger-
ous attitude even in material fields.
Anyone, for example, can read books
at a medical library, but without train-
ing under experienced surgeons, you
cannot try your hand in an operating
room without creating havoc. The
Mayavadis have created havoc in the
sphere of Vedanta, and have thereby
polluted every field of knowledge. €
(concluded in the next issue.)

Mathuresa Dasa, a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada, has written many articles
for Back to Godhead and other publi-
cations. He and his wife and their four
children live in Alachua, Florida.

y.ou"re Jnvited!
The Sunday TFeast

Most Hare Krsna centers around the world put on a special

festival every Sunday

for regulars as well as newcomers.

You're invited to join in the festival of music, dance, and
spiritual discourse and then share hearty plates of savories,
sweets, and vegetable extravaganzas. Come by and relish the
taste of the world’s oldest cultural tradition. Call your nearest
center to find out the schedule for the Sunday Feast. (See

“Centers,” page 59.)
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MIDNIGHT TO MIDNIGHT
(continued from page 51)
dozens of gurukulis in some of the
parade’s hottest singing and dancing.
Chanting Hare Krsna, Ramacandra
looks as i he’s about to leap clear of
his body. '
“We’'re born into Hare Krsna fami-
lies,” he says, “but for many of us,
Rathayatra and the Festival of India is

where we actually join the Hare Krsna |

movement.”

Indeed. Throughout the challenges
facing the movement since the passing
of Srila Prabhupada, the North Ameri-
can festival has continued as a kind
of standard-bearer of Prabhupada’s
magnanimous mood and style. The
youth know that, because they experi-
ence it. And so year after year, they
travel to the festival, just as their par-
ents would travel to see Prabhupada
and experience the sublimest Krsna
CONSCIOUSNESS.

Nearing the park, Purl and Satya
patrol the parade’s margins, keeping
the wheels rolling at a steady pace.
When Jagannatha’s chariot starts to
slow down, Satya points to a half-dozen
drummers charging a Watusi-dancing
swami. Puri walks over and motions
them along, gesturing toward the po-
lice and the sky. But now the sun bursts
forth—drying clothes and bodies and
highlighting the swell of celebrants
topping five thousand.

As the first wave passes through
the arch, a man in blue shakes his
head. “Only the Krsnas could pull off

a parade this large, this loud, and this
peaceful.”
And in a smooth two hours.

TAKEDOWN

Inside, Madhuha ushers the deities
onstage, along with a likeness of Srila
Prabhupada. The stage is rocking, as
bandleader Vaiyasaki Dasa has a thou-
sand people on their feet dancing and
singing Hare Krsna. As Madhuha steps
offstage. queries follow him wherever
he goes: Got more propane for our
pizza booth? Got a spare generator?
Spare a crewman? Spare a Band-Aid?

“That’s my job,” smiles Madhuha.
“Troubleshooting.” His friends don’t
call him “Mud” for nothing.

Above the World Trade Center’s
twin towers, the clouds part again,bath-
ing the festival in fresh sunlight. The
crowd swells to ten thousand, many of
them moving through the New York
temple’s free-feast line. The temple’s
shops and book tables are also hop-
ping, as visitors flock, piqued by the
walk-through exhibits. “Did you see
that picture of the man with the cow’s
head chopping off the head of the cow
with the man’s head? And those hor-
rible war scenes in the background?
My God, do you suppose...?" The
karmic connection between slaughter
and war.

Everywhere they lift their tired eyes,
Madhuha and crew smile to see people
wander through the festival and come
a little closer to knowing Krsna. In

8th Annual Prabhupada Festival

~ Memorial Day Weekend—May 29-30, 1999
Sr1 Sri Rumini Dvarakadhisa Temple, Los Angeles

Pastimes ® Plays » Hari Nama ® Darsana of Srila Prabhupada’s Quar-
ters and Garden e Sankirtana Stories ® Kirtana ® Puppet Shows ¢ Ex-
hibits ® Srila Prabhupada Lectures and Videos ® Puspafjali ® Love Feast
(Including Giant Birthday Cake) o 1,000-Light Agnihotra Guru Paja
» Havi Dasa’s Devotional Songs ¢ Devotees from around the World

Exhibitors and Vendors Welcome!

Contact: Jaya Gauranga Dasa, (310) 836-4647.
Organized by the Prabhupada Festival Committee in cooperation
with the New Dwarka Temple.
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1966, with a handful of devotees,
Prabhupada began chanting Hare
Krsna publicly in this very park.

“If Prabhupada were still walking
among us today,” says Madhuha, “I
think he'd be right here,bringing Krsna
tothe people.and changing their lives.”

Through devotees like Madhuha, it
is very clear that he is.

[t’s 4:00 PM. Onstage, Phani is do-
ing a one-man pantomime. It’s hilari-
ous, it's enlightening, it’s Phani. Off-
stage, Madhuha is starting to think
about takedown. Crewmen have been
slipping away to rest; the alumni are
scattered about, catching up with old
friends. In two-and-a-half hours, the
police will say. “Time’s up,” and in two
hours more, the sun will be down. The
crew will need a lot of help to beat the
wolves.

AL 6:00it starts to drizzle. Madhuha
asks Todd and Tracy—twin crewmen
in their twenties—to back the tractor-
trailer to within fifty feet of the stage.
As crew and alumni return to work,
people start to stream out of the park.
A16:30the police tell Madhuha to pack
it up. The exit stream turns to a torrent
until Sridhara Swami leaps onstage,
grabs a mike. and sounds the alarm for
service.”Devotionalservice! Takedown
devotionalservice! And how! And now!
Yo! Yo! Hari bol!”

A RECORD TAKEDOWN

Allheaven breaksloose as Madhuha
and crew (ry o supervise everyone
coming forward. Hundreds of eyes,
hands,andlegs movingin all directions.
Only the Lord knows what’s going on.
At the truck, Todd and Tracy become
the bottom of an acre-wide funnel. The
sound system comes first, then the nine
exhibit panels, down in a breakneck
twenty-two minutes. From a hundred
vards out, a kaleidoscope of floating
tents follows, shifting dizzily toward
the truck. Unzipping straps, stacking
pipes, the twins are focused but call for
more hands to help the packing. When
the last piece is in, Todd checks his
watch. One hour and forty-two min-
utes. Incredible. And no one hurt. A
miracle.

And none too soon in the dampen-
ing dusk. As Satya and helpers finish
policing the park, Madhuha honks the



This calendar is calculated for
Mayapur, West Bengal, India.
The dates, derived from a lunar
calendar, may vary by one day
for other locations. Consult your
local Hare Krsna temple for the
exact dates for your area.
Because the Hare Krsna

movement comes in disciplic line
from Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the
calendar includes not only dates
relevant to all followers of the
Vedic tradition but also dates
relating to Lord Caitanya’s

~associates and prominent spir-
itual masters in His disciplic
SUCCESSION.

Month of Trivikrama
(May 1-15, June 14-28)

[This year, this month is divided
in two by the month of
Purusottama.|

MAY

6 — Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Ramananda Raya, an inti-
mate associate of Lord Caitanya.

12 — Apara Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans. Appearance
anniversary of Srila Vindavana
Dasa Thakura, the author of Sri
Caitanya Bhagavata, a biography
on Lord Caitanya.

Month of Purusottama
(May 16-June 13)

horn,and more pile in the vehicles than |
came. Crew and alumni have done a
greatjob and had the time of their lives.
The Saturday-night traffic makes the
ride back much slower but now sweeter
because of the festival. As tongues and

ears sing and hear Krsna’s wonderful |

names, minds and hearts fill with spiri-
tual bliss. Friendships deepen in loving
exchanges—the intimacy of devotional
service. And at midnight, more pizza

CALENDAR

26 — Vyanjult Maha-dvadasi.
Fasting from grains and beans for
Padmini Ekadasi.

JUNE

10 — Parama Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

Month of Trivikrama

(continued)
(June 14-28)

23 — Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Baladeva Vidyabhiisana, a
prominent spiritual master in the
Gaudiva Vaisnava sampradava
(disciplic succession). and the
author of Govinda Bhasya, an
important commentary on the
Vedanta-sitra. Appearance
anniversary of Srimati Gangamata
Gosvamini, a prominent woman
spiritual master in the Gau-

diya Vaisnava sampradaya.

24 — Pandava Nirjala Ekadasi.
Fasting from grains and beans.

26 — Srila Raghunatha Dasa Go-
svami’s chipped-rice-and-yogurt
festival at Panihati.

Month of Vamana
(June 29-July 28)

29 — Disappearance of Syz':m-
ananda Pandita, one of the
principal followers of the six
Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

and ice cream. “O Krsna, You're too
much!™

In front of the Brooklyn temple,
Madhuha and Phanilingerin the Ryder
cab. As rain washes the windshield,
their talk is reflective. They wish they
had this much help at all the festivals;
they wish they had the means to buy
labor-saving equipmentand toupgrade
the exhibits to world-class; they wish
the festivals could go year round; and
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JULY

8 — Disappearance anniversary of
Sri Srivasa Pandita, one of the

principal associates of Lord
Caitanya.

9 — Yogini Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

13 — Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Gadadhara Pandita, one of
the principal associates of Lord
Caitanya. Also, disappearance
anniversary of Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura. Fasting till noon, then
feasting.

14 — Gundica-marjana. Festival
of cleansing the Gundica temple in
Jagannatha Puri, India. Lord
Jagannatha's Rathayatra in Jagan-
natha Purl. Disappearance anni-
versary of_$r¥la_$vm‘ﬁpn Damo-
dara and Srila Sivananda Sena,
intimate associates of Lord
Caitanya.

21 — Anniversary of the incorpo-
ration of ISKCON, in New York
City, 1966.

24 — Sayana Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

28 — Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Sanatana Gosvami, one of
the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.
First month of Caturmasya begins
(fasting from green leafy
vegetables).

they wish they could give the youth a
future running them. But they’re more
than grateful for all the service Lord
Krsnahas given.And as for their wishes,
dear reader, perhaps they are for you
and I to ponder. I can wish no better
meditation for anyone.

Suresvara Dasa lives with his wife and

daughter in Sandy Ridge, North Caro-
lina, home io the Festival of India.

57



LOST AND FOUND
(continued from page 37)
cried for someone to help me through
my despair.
I turned my gaze to my advisor.
“No thanks.” I said.*“I'm fine.”
[ stood up and left the room. Tears
streamed down my checks.
“Nowwhat?” [ asked myself.“Where
do I go from here?”

MEETING OLD FRIENDS

[ pushed the metal bar to the heavy
exterior doors. Sunshine flooded my
eyes, momentarily blinding me. As my
eyes adjusted to the brightness, they
focused on two familiar faces standing

spiritual being inside the body. The
frustration I felt in material life was
a sign that my spiritual life was awak-
ening. My human body was a special

| gift to enable me to realize my true

spiritual identity and revive my eter-
nal love for my creator, my most dear
friend.To annihilate the body untimely
would hinder, not help, my spiritual

| journey.

directly in front of me. A surge of joy |
filled me. There stood Neil and Elliot—

heads shaved except for a tuft of hair at
the crown. Clad in saffron robes, they
seemed angels from heaven.

Our meeting after two years at this
exact moment convinced me that an
omniscient being had orchestrated
these events. I felt confident that my
friends could give me the knowledge 1
had been desperately seeking. I wasn’t
disappointed. To my amazement, Neil
and Elliot answered each of my inquir-
ies to my full satisfaction.

Quoting from the :‘H‘H:gcf1"m.’—gi(§,
Neil and Elliot explained that [ am a

I continued to learn about the Gita
from my friends in their spiritual com-
munity in Potomac, Maryland. Sur-
rounded by trees and nature, I met a
group of people living and working

together to perfect their lives by loving |

God. It was just as [ had seen in my
vision only days before. I became con-
vinced that a Krsnaconscious life would
bring me the meaning, purpose. and
happiness I yearned for.

Soon | withdrew from school and
moved into the ashram, bringing a few
possessions, including my chanting

beads and Bhagavad-gita. Many peo- |

ple in my life, especially my family,
viewed my decision as emotional and
rash. Yet I knew clearly that all the
events in my life had led me to this
point. This was the culmination of my
spiritual search.

| felt bad that the people I loved
weresodisconcerted. My motherecried.
My father yelled. My boyfriend told

NO MORE
RENEWAL NOTICES!

Now you can automatically renew
your Back to Godhead subscription!

Receive each new BTG without ever worrying about a renewal notice.
Just call our service center and say you want to-switch to automatic
renewal. Then each time your subscription comes up for renewal, we
will charge your credit card at the lowest current annual subscription
rate. As always, you may cancel your BTG subscription at any time and
receive a full refund for undelivered issues.

MAKE YOUR SPIRITUAL LIFE A LITTLE EASIER!

Call 1-800-800-3284.
Qutside of the US call 336-871-3636.

(Sorry.This offer is not available for sponsored BTG subscriptions)
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me it would have been easier for him
had I committed suicide. Still. I was
deeply convinced that this was what [
needed to do. Despite this formidable
opposition, I stuck with my decision
and have never felt any regrets.

A PURPOSEFUL LIFE

Today, twenty-two years later, I'm
married and have a son. I've complet-
ed graduate school and work as a
psychotherapist counseling children
and adolescents. My life now resem-
bles the one I had envisioned and
shunned in graduate school, but itis a
very different experience.

While I'm far from self-realized.just
alittle advancementin spiritual life has
lifted me out of a suffocating trap of a
meaningless existence. [ begin my day
with meditative spiritual practices, in-
cluding chanting the Hare Krsna man-
tra on beads, reading from the Vedic
scriptures, and worshiping the beauti-
ful Deities in our home. These daily
practices allow me to view things dif-
ferently than I had previously done.
Instead of just seeing the bodies of
people I interact with, I now know
there isaspiritsoul inside each of those

| bodies along with the Lord Himself,

who so kindly enters into the body of
everyliving entity to guide our journey.

While working with children in a
therapeutic relationship, I pray to the
Lord in their heart to assist them in
healing from their traumas and help
them on their spiritual path. I pray to
the Lord in my heart to allow me to be
His instrument so that His love and
healing energy can work through me.
When I'm in this consciousness, my
work becomes an offering to Krsna
and [ detect His presence through my
feelings of being energized, peaceful,
and happy.

And my home, rather than a shell
filled with worldly ephemeral posses-
sions,isreplete with spiritual parapher-
nalia. Deities, pictures, books, tapes,
and videos inspire our remembrance
of the Lord. With one room dedicated
to worship, we come together as a fam-
ily to help one another make spiritual
progress.

Every day I thank Srila Prabhupada
for translating Bhagavad-gita and com-
ing to America to find a lost child.
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The International Society for Krishna Consciousness

GENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A.

C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

INDIA

Agartala, Tripura — Assam-Aoartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799 001

Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Satellite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Crossing, Ahmedabad 380 054/
Tel. (079) 674-9827 or -9945/ E-mail: jasomatinandan.achbsp@com.bbt.se

Allahabad, U. P. — Hare Krishna Dham, 161 Kashi Raj Nagar, Baluaghat 211 003/
Tel, (0532) 405294

Bamanbore, Gujarat — N.H. 8A, Surendra-nagar District

Bangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 'R’ Block, Chord Rd., Rajaji Nagar 560 010/
Tel. (080) 332-1956/ Fax: (080) 332-4818/ E-mail: ananda.tirtha.jps@com.bbt.se

Baroda, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 021/ Tel. (0265) 326209/
Fax: (0265) 331012/ E-mail: iskcon.baroda@com.bbt.se

Belgaum, Karnataka — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 530 006

Bharatpur, Rajasthan — c/o Jeevan Nirman Sansthan, 1 Gol Bagh Rd., 321 001/
Tel. (05644) 22044/ Fax: (05644) 25742

Bhubaneswar, Orissa— N.H. No. 5, IRC Village, 751 015/ Tel. (0674) 453517, 453475, ar 454283/
E-mail: bhaktarupa.achsp@com.bbt.se

Bombay — (see Mumbai)

Calcutla, W. Bengal — 3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. (033) 247-3757 or -6075/
Fax: (033) 247-8515/ E-mail: calcutta@com.bbt.se

Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Dham, Sector 36-8, 160 036/ Tel. (0172) 601590 or 603232/
E-mail: narottamanand.gkg@com.bit se

Chennai, Tamil Nadu — 59, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 600 017/ Tel. (044) 434-3266/
Fax: (044) 434-5929/ E-mail: bhanu.swami@com.bbt.se

Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu — Padmam 387, VGR Puram, Alagesan Rd.1, 641 011/ Tel. (0422)
435978 or 442749/ Fax: (0422) 435378 or 446355/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@com.bbt.se

Dwarka, Gujarat — Bharaliya Bhavan, Devi Bhavan Rd., Dwarka 361335/
Tel. (02892) 34606/ Fax: (02892) 34319

Guntur, A.P. — Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509

Guwahati, Assam — Ulubari Chariali, South Sarania, 781 007/ Tel. (0361) 545963/
E-mail: guwahati@com.bit se

Hanumkonda, A.P. — Neeladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506 011/ Tel. (D8712) 77399

Haridwar, U.P. — Prabhupada Ashram, G. House, Nai Basti, Bhimgoda, Haridwar 249401
(mail: P.0. Box 4)/ Tel. (0133) 422655 or 425849

Hyderabad, A.P. — Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ Tel. (040) 4744869/
or 4742018

Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Rd., 795 001/ Tel. (0385) 221587

Indore, Madhya Pradesh — 101 Chetak Arch, 7 MG Road, Indare/ Tel. (0731) 529665

Jaipur, Rajasthan — AB-95/96 Chanakya Mara, Nirman Nagar, 302019/ Tel, (0141) 393650 or
392437/ Fax: (0141) 360273/ E-mail: iskcon@ijp1.vsnl.netin

Katra, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Srila Prabhupada Marg, Kalka Mata
Mandir, Katra (Vashnov Mata) 182 101/ Tel. (01991) 33047

Kurukshetra, Haryana — 368 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132 118/ Tel. (01744) 228086 or 23529

Lucknow, U.P. — 1 Ashok Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg, 226 018

Madras — (see Chennai)

Madurai, Tamil Nadu — 32 Chellatthamman Koil 5t. (Near Simmakkal), Madurai 625 001/
Tel. (0452) 627565

Mangalore, Kamnataka — Hare Krishna Ashram, Rosario Church Rd., Pandeshwar, Mangalore,
574001/ Tel. (0824) 420474

Mayapur, W. Bengal — Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham,
Dist. Nadia (mail: P.0. Box 10279, Ballyoanj, Calcutta 700 019)/ Tel. (03472) 45239,
45240, or 45233/ Fax: (03472) 45238/ E-mail: mayapur.chandrodaya@com,bbt.se

Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133

Mumbai, Maharashtra (Bombay) — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (022) 620-6860/
Fax: (022) 620-5214/ E-mail: parijata@pronto.bbt.se

Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Chowpatty, 400 007/ Tel. (022) 367-4500 or
369-0532/ Fax: (022) 367-7941/ E-mail; radha.krsna.rms@com.bbt.se

Mumbai, Maharashtra — Shrusthi Complex, Mira Rd. (E), opposite Royal College, Thane,
401 107/ Tel. (022) 881-7795 or -7796/ Fax: (022) 811-8875

Nagpur, Maharashtra — Sri Sri Radha Gopinath Mandir, Plot No 1, Abhayankar Nagar Petrol
Pump, Abhayankar Nagar, 440 010/ Tel. (0712) 224180 or 224787

New Delhi — Sant Nagar Main Rd. (Garhi), behind Mehru Place Complex (mail; P, D, Box 7061),
110 065/ Tel. (011) 623-5133/ Fax: (011) 643-3540 (Attn: ISKCON)/
E-mail; ram.nam.okg@com.bbt.se

New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110 026/ Tel. (011) 541-0782

Pandharpur, Maharashtra — Hare Krsna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Sholapur,
413 304/ Tel. (0218) 623473

Patna, Bihar — Rajendra Nagar Rd. Mo. 12, 800 016/ Tel. (0612) 50765

Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (0212) 667259

*

Puri, Orissa — Sipasurubuli Puri, Dist. Purif Tel. (06752) 24592 or 24594
Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuthi, Swargadwar, Puri/ Tel. (06752) 23740
Secunderabad, A.P. — 27 St. John's Rd., 500 026/ Tel. (D40} 780-5232/ Fax; {040) 814021/
E-mail: sahadeva.brs@com bt se
Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Cachar Dist., 788 004
Siliguri, W. Bengal — Gitalpara, 734 406/ Tel. (0353) 426619/ Fax: (0353) 526130/
E-mail: iskcon@dte.vsnl.netin
Sri Rangam, Tamil Nadu — 16A Thiruvadi St Trichy, 620 006/ Tel, (0431) 433945
Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel. (0261) 685516 or 685891
Surat, Gujarat — Bhaktivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surat-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur,
P.0. Gangadhara, Dist. Surat, 394 310/ Tel. (0261) 667075
Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), Kerala — T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud,
695 014/ Tel. (0471) 328197/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@com.bbt.se
Tirupati, A. P. —K.T. Rd., Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel. (08574) 20114
Udhampur, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Prabhupada Marg, Prabhupada
Nagar, Udhampur 182 101/ Tel. (01892) 70298
Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKCON Hare Krishna Land, 338 120/ Tel. (02692) 30796
Varanasi, U. P. — Annapurna Nagar, Vidyapith Rd., Varanasi 221 001/ Tel. {0542) 362617
Vrindavana, U. P. — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti,
Mathura Dist., 281 124/ Tel, (0565) 442478 or 442355/ Fax; (0565) 442596/
E-mail: 105146.1570@compuserve.com; (Gurukula:) vourukula@com.bbt.se
Warangal — Mulugu Rd., Ayappa Pidipally, Warangal 506007/ Tel, D8712-26182
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Ahmedahad District, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)
Assam — Karnamadnu, Dist. Karimgan]
Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dist. Gadhachiroli, 442 603/ Tel. (0218) 623473
Hyderabad, A. P. — P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., R.R. Dist., 501 401/ Tel. 552024
Karnataka — Bhaktivedanta Eco-Village, Nagodi P.0., Vollur Valley, Hosanagar Talug, Shivmoga
District, Karnataka 577 425 (mail: Garuda Guha, Kollur, D K. District, Karnataka 576 220)
Mayapur, West Bengal — (contact [SKCON Mayapur)
Vrindavana, U.P. — Vrinda Kund, Nandagaon, Dist. Mathura, U.P./ E-mail: vrinda@aol.com
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Calcutta — Hare Krishna Karma-Free Confectionary, 6 Russel St., Calcutta 700 071

CANADA

Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth St. N.E., T2E 353/ Tel. (403) 265-3302/ Fax; (403) 547-0795/
E-mail: sahadevs@cadvision.com

Edmonton, Alberta — 9353 35th Ave., TGE SRS/ Tel. (403) 439-9999/
E-mail: jsharma@mail.awinc.com

Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie [X Boulevard, H1V 205/ Tel. & fax: (514) 521-1301/
E-mail: iskconmontreal@sprint.ca

Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St E.. K1N 6V4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544/ Fax: (613) 565-2575/
E-mail: 102623.2417 @compuserve.com

Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack St., 54T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-1640

Toronto, Ontario — 243 Ave. Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415/ Fax: (416) 922-1021/
E-mail: toronto@com.bbt.se

Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 S.E. Maring Dr., Burnaby V5. 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-9728/
Fax: (604) 431-7251; Govinda's Restaurant: (804) 433-2428/ E-mail: jaygo@direct.ca

RURAL COMMUNITY

Asheroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama (mail: P.0. Box 99, VOK 140, attn: Uttama Devi Dasi)/
Tel. (250) 453-2397/ Fax: (250) 453-2622 [attn: (250) 453-2397)/
E-mail; deva.deva.tsi@com.bbl.se

U.S.A.

Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 378-9234/
Fax; (404) 373-3381/ E-mail: 76415.175@compuserve.com
Austin, Texas — 807-A E. 30th St., 78705/ Tel. (512) 320-0372/ Fax: (512) 320-0477/
E-mail: sankarsana@aol.com
Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410) 744-4069 or 719-6738/
Tel. & fax; (410) 744-1624
Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart St., 94705/ Tel. (510) 540-9215/ E-mail: berkeley@com.org
Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/
E-mail: arun_gupta@hp-hoise-omd.om.hp.com
Boston, Massachusetts — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/
Fax: (617) 266-3744/ E-mail: iskboston@anl.com
Chicago, Ilinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 0626/ Tel. (773) 973-0900/ Fax: (773) 973-0526/
E-mail: trvkrm&aol.com

Note for international phone calls: When dialing from outside the country, drop the “0" that begins most city codes (the numbers shown in parentheses).
Exceptions: For Spain, the number to drop is the initial 9," far the CI5, *8." Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1)
and India (91). 9 New listing 4 Temples with restaurants or dining e Revised listing



L 3

CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Columbus, Ohio — 373 W, Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/ Fax: (614) 294-0545/
E-mail: malati.achsp@com.bbt.se
Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 76223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330/ Fax: (214) 823-7264/
E-mail: txkrishnas@aol.com
Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-9052/
E-mail: nmd@com.org
Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ Fax: (313) 822-3748/
E-mail; fmansion@ilash.net
Eugene, Oregon — 426 E. 12th Ave., 97401/ Tel, (541) 345-9053/ E-mail: eugene@com.bbt.se
Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (352) 336-4183/ E-mail: krishna@afn.org
Gurabo, Puerto Rico — P. 0. Box 1338, 00778/ Tel. (787) 737-3817/ E-mail: nrshingha@aol.com
Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. & fax: (860) 289-7252/
E-mail: bhaktirasa@poboxes.com
Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 595-3947/ Fax: (808) 595-3433/
E-mail; iskcon@aloha.net
Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482/ Fax: (713) 686-0669/
E-mail: mbalar@hal-pc.org
Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion St., 92651/ Tel. (714) 434-7029/ Fax: (714) 497-9707/
E-mail: jagai@rupa.com
Long Island, New York — 197 §. Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4909/
E-mail: nimainitai@aaol.com
Los Angeles, California — 3764 Walseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676/ Fax: (310) 839-2715/
E-mail: svavasa.achsp@com.hbt.se
Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/
Tel, (305) 442-7218/ Fax: (305) 444-7145/ E-mail: kesava.swami@com.bbl.se
New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 486-3583/
E-mail: kmkdas@aol.com
Mew York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714/
Fax: (718) 875-6127/ E-mail: ramabhadra@anl.com
New York, New York — 26 Second Ave., 10003/ Tel. (212) 420-1130/ E-mail: dayananda@msn.com
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. {215) 247-4600/
Fax: (215) 247-8702/ E-mail: vindavana@netreach.net
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 Scuth St., 19148/ Tel. (215) 985-9335/
E-mail: savecows@aol.com
Phoenix, Arizona — 100 South Weber Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel. (602) 705-4800/
Fax: (602) 705-4901/ E-mail: 105613.1744@compuserve.com
Portland, Oregon — 5137 N.E. 42 Ave,, 97218/ Tel. (503) 287-3252/ Fax: (503) 284-8350 (call first)/
E-mail: ksetra@aol.com
St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Boulevard., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085/
Fax: (314) 535-0672/ E-mail: sti@com.org
San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (619) 483-2500/
Faux: (619) 483-0941/ E-mail: dmraj@ix.netcom.com
San Jose — 2679 New Jersey Ave., 95124/ Tel. (408) 553-3197
Sealtle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. S.E., Issaquah, 98027/ Tel, (206) 391-3293/
Fax: (206) 866-8928/ E-mail: haribol@iskcon.net
Spanish Fork, Utah — Krishna Temple Project & KHON Radio, 8628 S. State Rd., 84660/
Tel. (801) 798-3559/ Fax: (80d1) 798-9121/ E-mail: carudask@burgoyne.com
Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic 5t., 32304/ Tel. & fax: (850) 681-9258/
E-mail: frr2897@garnet.acns.fsu.edu
Towaco, New Jersey — P.0. Box 109, 07082/ Tel. & fax: (973) 298-0970/
E-mail; samik-rsi.achsp@com.bbt.se
Tucson, Arizona — 711 E, Blacklidge Dr,, 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ Fax: (520) 791-0906/
E-mail; 105613.1744@compuserve.com
Washington, D.C. — 3200 lvy Way, Harwood, MD 20776/ Tel. (301) 261-4493/ Fax: (301) 261-4797/
E-mail: btswami@ibm.net
Washington, D.C. — 10310 Qaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 289-2100/
Fax: (301) 299-5025/ E-mail: potomac@com.bbt.se
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Alachua, Florida (New Ramana-reti) — P.0. Box 819, 32616/ Tel. (304} 462-2017/
E-mail: alachua@com.bit.se
Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Rd., 39426/ Tel. (601) 749-9460 or
799-1354/ Fax: (601) 799-2924/ E-mail: talavan@datastar.net
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — (contact ISKCON Gurabo)

Hillshorough, Narth Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/ Tel, (919) 732-6492/

Fax: (919) 732-8033/ E-mail: bkgoswami@compuserve.com

Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindavan) — R.0. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/
Tel. (304} 843-1600/ Fax: (304( 854-0023/ E-mail: palaceofgold@juna.com

Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel. (615) 759-6888/
Fax: (615) 759-5785/ E-mail: 104400.3363@compuserve.com

Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. & fax: (717) 527-4101/
E-mail: acyutadasi@acsworld.net

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Eugene, Oregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W. 8th St,, 97401/ Tel. (503) 686-3531

Gainesville, Florida — Balaji Indian Cuisine, 2106 SW 34th St., 32608/ Tel. (352) 378-2955

San Juan, Puerto Rico — Gopal, 2018 Calle Tetuan, Viejo San Juan, 00901/ Tel. (787) 724-0229

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE, Northern lreland/
Tel, +44 (01232) 620530
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Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgbaston, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (0121) 420-4999

Bristol, England — Alberta Cottage, Wraxhall Rd., Nailsea, BS19 18BN/ Tel. +44 (11275) 853788

Cardiff, Wales — 18 Greenfield Place, Caerphilly, Mid Glamorgan/ Tel. +44 (01222 831579

Cork, Ireland — Highland Cottage, 81, Lower Glanmire Road, Cark City/ Tel. (021) 552976/
E-mail: cork@com.bbt.se

Coventry, England — 5ri Sri Radha Krishna Cultural Centre, Kingfield Rd., Radford, West
Midlands (mail: 19 Gloucester St., CV1 3BZ)/ Tel. +44 (01203) 552822 or 555420/
E-mail: haridas.kds@com.bbt se

Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire ML11 0ES/
Tel. +44 (01555) 894790/ Fax: +44 {015556) 834526/
E-mail: 106225.2716@compuserve.com

Leicester, England — 21/21A Thoresby St., North Evington, Leicester LES 4GU/
Tel, & fax: +44 (0116) 236-7723/ E-mail: gauranga.sundara@com.bbt.se

Liverpool, England — 114A Bold St., England, Merseyside, L1 4HY/ Tel, +44 (0151) 708-9400 or
643-8817/ E-mail; iskcon liverpool.uk@com.bbt.se

London, England (city) — 9/10 Soho St., W1V 5DA, England/ Tel. +44 (0171) 437-3662;
(residential/pujaris/shop:) 439-3606/ Fax: +44 (0171) 439-1127; Govinda's Restaurant:
Tel. +44 (0171) 437-4928; (office:) 437-5875/ E-mail: london@com.bbt.se

London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Lane, Watford, Herts,
WDZ 8EZ, England/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244/ Fax: +44 (01923) 852896/
E-mail: bhaktivedanta. manor@com.bbt.se

London, England {south) — 42 Enmore Rd., South Norwood, London SE25/
Tel. +44 (0181) 656-4296 or 654-3138

Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, Manchester M16 8FT/
Tel, +44 (0161) 226-4416/ Tel. & fax: +44 (0161) 860-6117/
E-mail: krishna.dharma.mg@.com.bbt.se

Newcastle upon Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., Tyne & Wear, NE4 68R/
Tel. +44 {0191) 222-0150

Plymouth, England — 5 Erme Park, Ermington, Devon PL2 9LY, England/
Tel. +44 (01548) 830085

Romford, England — 3 Rowan Walk, Hornchurch, Essex, RM11 2JA, England/
Tel. +44 (01708) 454092

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Gounty Wicklow, Ireland — Rathgorragh, Kiltegan/ Tel. & fax: +353 {0508) 73305 or 73292/
E-mail: pragosa@connect je

Lisnaskea, Northern Ireland — Govindadvipa Dhama, ISKCON Inishrath Island, BT92 9GN
Lisnaskea, Co. Fermanagh/ Tel. +44 (013657) 21512 or 22682

London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)

(Krishna conscious programs are held reqularly in more than twenty other cities in the UK. For
information, contact Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Oept., P.0. Box 324,
Borehamwood, Herts WDG 1NB/ Tel. +44 [0181] 905-1244.)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Dublin, Ireland — Govinda's Restaurant, 4 Aungier 5t., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01) 475-0308/
E-mail: pragosa@connect e

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide — 227 Henley Beach Rd., Torrensville, SA 5031/ Tel. +61 (08) 8234-1378/
Fau: (08) 8234-1481/ E-mail: nash0024@flinders.edu.au
Brishane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indooroopilly), OLD 4068/
Tel, +61 (07) 3379-5455/ Fax: +61 (07) 3379-5880/ E-mail: brisbane@com.bbi.se
Canberra — 117 Hawksbury Crescent, Farrer, ACT 2607/ Tel, +61 (02) 6290-1869/
Fax: +61 (0B) 286-4700/ E-mail: adi-p@msn.com
Melbourne — 197 Danks St., Albert Park (mail: P.0. Box 125), VIC 3206/
Tel. +61 (03) 9699-5122/ Fax: +61 (03) 9690-4093/ E-mail: melbourne@iskcon.net
Perth — 144 Railway Parade (mail: P.0. Box 102), Bayswater, WA 6053)/ Tel. +61 (08) 9370-
1552/ Fax: +61 (08) 9272-6636/ E-mail: perth@com.hbt.se
Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 (mail: P.0. Box 459, Cammeray,
NSW 2062}/ Tel. +61 (02) 9959-4558/ Fax; +61 (02) 9957-1893/
E-mail; sraduucp@sraddha.dialix.or.au
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandagram) — Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Rd., Bambra, VIC 3241/
Tel. +61 (052) 887383/ Fax: +61 (052) 687309
Millfield, NSW — hew Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane {off Mt View Rd., Millfield, near Cessnock
[mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock], NSW 2325)/ Tel. +61 (049) 981800/ Fax: (Sydney temple)
Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella, via Murwillumbah
(mail: P.0. Box 687), NSW 2484/ Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6672-6579 or -3047
RESTAURANTS
Adelaide — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 79 Hindley St., SA 5000/ Tel. +61 (08) 8231-5258
Brishane — Govindas, 1st floor, 99 Elizabeth St., QLD 4000/ Tel, +61 (07) 3210-0255
Brishane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick St., Fortitude Valley, QLD/
Tel. +61 (07) 3854-1016/ E-mail: brisbane@com bbt.se
Melbourne — Crossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanston St,, VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-2939/
E-mail; crossways@iskean.net
Melhourne — Gopals, 139 Swanston St.. VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-1578
Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/
Tel. +61 (08) 8227-1684/ E-mail: perth@com.bbt.se



CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Sydney — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 529b King St., Newtown, NSW 2042/
Tel. 461 (02) 9550-6524

FlJI
Labasa — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912/ E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
Lautoka — 5 Tavewa Ave, (mail: P.0O. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax: +679 663039/
E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
Rakiraki — Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243/ E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
Suva — Joyce Place, Off Pilling Rd. Nasinu 7% miles, Samabula(mail: P.0. Box 3957)/
Tel: +679 381161/ E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
RESTAURANTS
Labasa — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Rd./ Tel. +679 811364
Lautoka — Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa St, and Naviti 5t./ Tel. +679 662990
Suva — Gopal's, 18 Pratt St/ Tel. +679 314154/ E-mail: fiji@com.bbt se

NEW ZEALAND
Ghristchurch — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190, Christchurch)/ Tel. +64 {03) 366-5174/
Fax: +64 (03) 366-1965/ E-mail: iskconcheh@clear.net.nz
Wellington — 105 Newlands Rd., Newlands (mail: P.0. Box 2753)/ Tel. +64 (04) 478-1414
RURAL COMMUNITY
Auckland (New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course
(mail: B.0. 2, Kumew, Auckland)/ Tel, +64 (09) 412-8075/ Fax: +64 (09) 412-7130
RESTAURANTS
Auckland — Gopal's, Civic House (1t floor), 291 Queen St/ Tel. +64 (09) 303-4885
Christchurch — Gopal's, 143 Worcester St/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-7035

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Port Moresby — Section 23, Lot 46, Gordonia St., Hohola (mail: P. 0. Box 571, POM NCD)/
Tel. +675 259213

EUROPE (partial list)

Amsterdam — Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 JX, Amsterdam, The Netherlands/

Tel. +31 (020) 675-1404/ Fax: +31 (020) 675-1405/ E-mail: amsterdam@com.bbt.se
Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12 Entlo 2, 08002 Barcelona/ Tel. +34 (09) 302-51%4
Bergamo, llaly — Villaggio Hare Krishna, (da Medolago strada per Terno d'lsola) 24040 Chignolo

('Isola (BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 494-0706/ Fax: +39 (035) 494-0705/

E-mail: villagio.hare krsna@com.bbt se
Berlin— e\, Cuvrystrafle 1, 10997 Berlin/ Tel. & fax: +49 (030) 536-95789/

E-mail: haribalaba.hks@com.bbt.se
Budapest — Mariaremetei ut. 77, Budapest 1028 |1/ Tel. & fax: +36 (01) 275-8140/

E-mail:100263.3167@compuserve.com
Copenhagen (Hillerad) — Baunevej 23, 3400 Hillered/ Tel. +45 4828-6446/

Fax: +45 4828-7331/ E-mail: dk.community@com.bbt.se
Gutenstein, Austria — Vedisches Kulturzeutrum, Markt 58, 2770 Gulenstein/

Tel. & fax: +43 (02) 634731/ E-mail: austria@com.hbt.se
Helsinki — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D (11l krs) 00180, Helsinki/ Tel. +358 (0) 694-9879/

Fax: +358 (0) 694-9837
Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid, Spain/ Tel. +34 {91) 521-3096
Oslo — Jonsrudvej 1G, 0274 Oslo, Norway/ Tel. +47 (022) 552243/ Fax; +47 (022) 558172
Paris — 31 Rue Jean Vacquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel, +33 (01) 4304-3263/

Fax; +33 (01) 4305-7864/ E-mail: parisisvara@wanadao.fr
Prague — Jilova 290, Prague 5-Zlicin 155 00/ Tel. +420 (02) 302-1282 or 302-1608/

Fax: +42 (02) 302-1628/ E-mail: prague@com.bbt.se
Septon-Durbuy, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, B-6940 Septon-Durbuy/

Tel. +32 (086) 322926/ Fax: +32 (086) 322929/ E-mail: radhadesh@com . bbt se
Stockholm — Fridhemspatan 22, 11240 Stockholm/ Tel. +46 (08) 654-9002/ Fax: +46 (08) 650-881
Vienna, Austria — Bhaktivedanta-Zentrum Wien, Roetzergaase 34/3, 1170 Vienna/

Tel. & Fax: +43 (01) 481-9212/ E-mail: vienna@com.bbt se
Warsaw — Mysiadlo, k. Warszawy, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11 (mail: MTSK, 02-770,

Warszawa 130, P.0. Box 257)/ Tel. +48 (022) 750-7797 or -8248/

Fax: +48 (022) 750-8249/ E-mail: warsaw@com.bbt se
Ziirich — Bergstrasse 54, 8030 Ziirich/ Tel. +41 (01) 262-3388/ Fax: +41 (01) 262-3114/

E-mail: syamananda.sns@com.bbt.se

RURAL COMMUNITIES
France (Bhaktivedanta Village) — Chateau Bellevue, F-39700 Chatencis/ Tel. +33 (03} 8472-8235/

Fax: +33 (03) 8482-6973/ E-mail: guru-sakti.hks@com.bbt.se
France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Male/

Tel. +33 (02) 5440-2395/ Fax; +33 (02) 5440-2823/ E-mail: ARGM@wanadoo.fr

Germany (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel +49 (08583) 316/

Fax: +49 (08583) 1671
Italy (Sri Gauramandala) — Via Mazzanese km. 0,700, Settevene-01036 Nepi (VT)/
Tel. +39 (0761) 527251/ Fax: +39 (0761) 527038
Italy (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Scopeti, 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (FI)/
Tel. +39 (D55) 820054/ Fax; +39 (055) 828470
Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 (949) 280436/
E-mail: new.vrajamandala@com.bbt.se

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002 Barcelona/

Tel. +34 (93) 318-7729
e Copenhagen — Govinda’s, Nerre Farimagsgade 82, DK-1364 Kbh K/ Tel. +45 3333 7444

Heidelberg — Veoethali Restaurant, Mittelbad gasse 3, D-69117, Heidelberg/
Tel. +49 (06221) 168678

Milan — Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 5, 20123 Milano / Tel. +39 (02) 862417

Oslo — Krishna's Cuisine, Kirkeveien 598, 0364 Oslo/ Tel. +47 (02) 260-6250

Vienna — Govinda, Lindengasse 24, 1070 Vienna/ Tel. +43 (01) 522-2817

Ziirich — Preyergrasse 16, 8001 Zirich/ Tel. +41 (01) 251-8859/
E-mail; nitai.ram.tkg@com.bbt se

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)

Kiev — ul. Menjinskogo, 21-h., 252054 Kiev, Ukraine/ Tel. +380 (8044) 244-4944/
E-mail: acyuta@krsna.kiev.ua

Moscow — 8/3, Khoroshevskoye sh. 125284 (mail: P.0. Box 69), Moscow/
Tel. +7 (095) 255-6711/ Fax: +7 (095) 945-3317

ASIA (partial list)
Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak 5t., Banagram, Dhaka 1203/
Tel. #8580 (02) 236249
+ Hong Kong — 27 Chatham Rd. South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel. +852 (2) 7396818/
Fax: +852 (2] 724-2186/ E-mail: iskcon.hong kong@pronto.bbt se
Jakarta, Indonesia — P.0, Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ Tel, +62 (021) 489-9646
Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha, Kathmandu (mail: B, 0. Box 3520)/
Tel. +977 (01) 371743/ Fax; +977 (01) 416996 (Attn: ISKCON)
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang
L.ama, Petaling/ Tel. +60 (03) 780-7355, -7360, or -7369/ Fax: +60 (03) 781-1644/
E-mail: simheswar jps@com.bbt.se
Manila, Philippines — 92 Champagnat Rd., Marikina Heights, Conception, Marikina City
Tel Aviv, Israel — 16 King George St. (mail; P. 0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480/
Tel. +972 (03) 528-5475 or 628-9011/ Fax: +972 (03) 629-9011
Tokyo, Japan — 4-19-6 Kamitakada Nakano 1F, 164 Tokyo (Subarhu Building)/
Tel. +81 (03) 5343-9417 or -3811/ Fax: +81 (03) 5343-3812

LATIN AMERICA (partial list)

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Ceniro Bhakiivedanta, Andonaegui 2054 (1431)/
Tel. +54 {01) 523-4232/ Fax: +54 (01) 523-8085/ E-mail: iskcon-ba@gopalnet.com
Georgetown, Guyana — 24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara
Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M, Rendan/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 or 309420/
E-mail: gurumanl@ecua.net.ec
# Lima, Peru — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (014) 444-2871/ E-mail: limandir@inictel.gob.pe
Mexico City, Mexico — Tiburcio Montiel 45, Colonia San Miguel, Chapultepec D.E.,
11850 Mexico City/ Tel. & fax: +52 (5) 271-1953/ E-mail: mexico@com . bbt.se
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil — Rua Mugu 120, Alto da Boa Vista, CEP 20531 180/
Tel. + 55 (021) 575-5235
San Salvador, El Salvador — (mail: Apartado Postal 1506}/ Tel. +503 780799
Santiago, Chile — Carrera 330/ Tel. +56 (02) 698-8044/ E-mail: 16108hk@entel net
Séo Paulo, Brazil — Av. Angelica, 2583, Santa Cecelia, CEP 01227 200/ Tel, +55 (011) 259-7352

AFRICA (partial list)

Accra, Ghana — Samsam Rd., Off Accra-Nsawam Hwy., Medie, P.0. Box 11686,
Acera North, Ghana

Cape Town, South Africa — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689-1529/
Fax; +27 (021) 686-8233/ E-mail: cape.town@com.bbt.se

# Durban, South Africa — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle (mail: P.0. Box 56003), Chatsworth,

4030/ Tel. +27 (031) 403-3328/ Fax: +27 (031) 403-4429/
E-mail: iskcon.durban@com.bbl.se

Johanneshurg, South Africa — 40 Impala Grescent, Ext. 5 (mail: P.0. Box 926), Lenasia,
1820 South Africa)/ Tel. +27 (011) 854-1975/ Tel. & fax: +27 (011) 852-3176

Lagos, Nigeria — 25 Jaiyeola Ajata S1., Ajao Estate, off International Airport Express Rd.
(mail: P.0. Box 8793, Osodi)/ Tel. & fax: +234 (01) 876169

Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds.
(mail: P.0. Box 82224, Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248

Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28946, Nairabi)/
Tel, +254 (02) 744365/ Fax: +254 (02) 740957

Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Far, Phoenix (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre
Bornes)/ Tel. +230 696-5804/ Fax: +230 465-10686

Port Elizabeth, South Africa — 15 Whitehall Court, Western Rd., Port Elizabeth, 6000

Port Harcourt, Nigeria — Second Tarred Rd., Ogwaja Waterside
(mail: P.0. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)

Pretoria, South Africa — 1189 Church St., Hatfield, 0083 (mail: P.0. Box 14077, Hatfield, 0028)/
Tel. & fax: +27 (12) 342-6216/ E-mail: iskconpt@global co.za

RURAL COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban, Bon Acceuil/ Tel. +230 418-3955

* New listing  # Temples with restaurants or dining e Revised listing
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FROM THE EDITOR

Stubbed Toes
And Too-Tight Clothes

INWRITING ABOUT Krsna consciousness for
Back to Godhead, 1 sometimes browse through
books of quotations from famous people. I
recently came across this quote from an
American comedian: “Most of the time I don’t
have much fun.The rest of the time I don’t have
any fun at all.”

The power of wit is in delivering the un-
expected, and also in saying something we can
all agree with. Wouldn’t we all like to be happy
all the time? Why does full satisfaction escape
us? And what does our desire for unending
happiness say about who we are?

Some people say we evolved from chemi-
cals. I'm not a scientist, but I'd suggest that the
theory of evolution can’t explain why we want
happiness in the first place. If we're adapted for
this life, and this life can be pretty miserable,
why wouldn’t we evolve with the desire to be
miserable, and then be satisfied when we are?

Other people say we're spiritual beings,
created by God. That explanation makes more
sense to me. We're after happiness because
our original nature is to be happy. We're not
these bodies but eternal happy souls locked
inside unhappy bodies.

Think how much misery the body can bring.
My big toe gives me pleasure indirectly by
making it easy for me to walk. But when I stub
it I feel the direct misery it can bring. In fact,
the body, with all its demands. constantly gives
misery. Try fasting for a day and see how much
distress your stomach and tongue can give you.

We're always trying to pull pleasure from
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the body, butitcosts us. The currency? Disease,
aging, and finally death.

Butwe don’t give up the quest for happiness
even though the body won’tcooperate. Evenin
the most horrible situations, we cling to the
hope that things will get better.

Granted, life’s not all misery, but why set-
tle for imperfect happiness? A healthy dose of
pessimism about material life is a good first
step toward spiritual awakening. The material
world is designed to give us misery. Someone
once said that maybe the earth is another plan-
et’s hell. In fact, the whole material world is a
kind of hell, compared to our original home in
the spiritual world. We're not supposed to be
happy here. No matter how many adjustments
we make, we’ll always feel something’s wrong,
asif we're wearing clothes a few sizes too small.

One message of Back to Godhead is that
sensual enjoyment is a waste of time. But we're
not trying to spoil the party. We're saying that
this party’s an illusion and the forces of nature
will inevitably crash it. There’s another party
across town at the Hare Krsna temple. Singing,
dancing, and feasting in relation to God—a
taste of a way of life that will prepare you for
a one-way trip back to the eternal party you
left long ago.

Even while in this world. an awakened soul
tolerates bodily suffering and takes pleasure in
Krsna consciousness. He might say, “Most of
the time I don’t suffer much. The rest of the
time I don’t suffer at all.”

— Nagardja Déasa
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We carry all of Srila Prabhupada’s books, CDs,

lecture tapes, and videos. Call for more information.
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The Jaladuta Diary

Srila Prabhupada kept this diary from April to November,
1965, It covers his last four months in India before leaving
for the West, his thirty-five-day sea voyage, and his first two
months in America. Includes memorabilia, photographs, and
eight new color paintings. Hardbound, 110 pages. $29.95

The Beginning ——
Srila Prabhupada’s New York diary entries from January 19 e o |
to November 4, 1966, record the times on the Upper West

Side, in the Bowery, and at 26 Second Avenue. Includes the ad s
first BTG published in America, ISKCON constitution and - —
incorporation papers, and more. Hardbound, 234 pages. v e
$29.95 o

Back to Godhead 1944-1960: The Pioneer Years —
A collection of Srila Prabhupada’s first BTGs, beautifully 0 Td
preserved in one hardbound volume. Also includes many

=)
beautiful photos of Prabhupada. 232 pages. $29.95 —
Buy two of the above S
. books, get one FREE! e
Narada-bhakti-stitra —_—
The Secrets of Transcendental Love = —
The sage Narada’s 84 jewellike aphorisms on devotion —

reveal the secrets of love of God. This translation with
commentary was begun by Srila Prabhupada and completed
by his disciples. Softhound, 213 pages. $9.95

Mukunda-mala-stotra

The Prayers of King Kulasekhara

King Kulasekhara was one of the twelve Alvars, or ecstatic
mystic poets, of South India. Srila Prabhupada would
often quote the king's prayers, and he began a translation
and commentary, which his disciples have completed.
Softhbound, 158 pages. $9.95

The Journey of Self-Discovery

& The Quest for Enlightenment

Like The Science of Self-Redlization, these two
books are collections of Srila Prabhupada’s o
articles originally published in Back to Godhead [H-r
magazine. Hardbound, 278 pages. $9.95 each
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PRAPANNAM DASA | &

Aindra Dasa [ Vindavana Mellows (Vols. 1-3), CDs $14.95 ea.

Bada Haridas / Lalasamayi: Devotional Meditations, tape $7.95
CD $14.95

Bhajana | Temple Bhajans 1&2, tapes $4.95 eca.

Bhakti Rasa Dasa | At of Devotion, tape $6.95; Bathe the Mind,
tape $5.95

Bir Krishna Das Goswami [ Goloka, tape $4.95; Gopinatha, CD $14.95

Das Bros |/ Hari, tape $7:95 SPECIAL! $5.95

Ekendra Dasa [ God Project, tape $8.95 CD $14.95

Govinda-verlag [ Songs of the Vaisnavas—Vol. 1: Songs of Daily Worship,
Vol, 2: Favorite Bhajanas, Vol. 3: Songs of Bhaktivinoda Thakwra, Vol. 4:
Sengs of Narottama Dasa Thakura. Vols.1&2 (2-tape set $17.95, 2-CD
set $24.95) Vols. 3&4 (2-tape set $17.95, 2-CD set $24.95)

Hamsavatara Dasa [ Ananda, CD $15.95

Hari Bandhu Dasa [ Majesty: Music for the Soul, CD $16:95
SPECIAL! $12.95

Havi Dasa (Ilan Chester) [ Bhakti: Devotional Chants from India,
CD $14.95

Indradyumna Swami / Param Gati, tape $5.95

Krishna Prema Das [ Beyond Darkness, tape & CD; Future Ragas, tape
& CD; Krsna Vision, Vol. 1, tape & CD; Kysna Vision, Vol, 2, tape &
CDj; Reflections, tape & CD. All tapes $6.95 ca., all CDs $14.95 ca.

Krishnafest [ Stay Hioh Forever, tape $6.95

Lokanath Swami [ Eternal Bliss, tape $5.95

Mahatma Dasa [ Your Life Will Be Sublime, tape $5.95; Owr Only Shelter,
tape $5.95; [sopanisad, tape $5.95; Brahma-Samhita, tape $5.95;
Magic s the Chanting, tape $5.95; Heart and Soul, tape $6.95;
Higher Dimensions, tape $6.95

Mukunda Datta Dasa [ Svi Govinda Damodara Stotram, tape $5.95
Kirtana-mala, tape $5.95

Nagaraja Dasa | Going Home, tape $6.95; Echoes of Vraja, tape $6.95
CD $14.95

Phalini Devi Dasi | Prabhupada and Other Songs, tape $5.95

Prapannam Dasa [ Hari Bol, Vol. 2, tape $5.95; Sri Nama, tape $5.95;
Radha Krsna Prana Mora, tape $5.95; Songs from the Spiritual World,
CD $14.95

Titiksava Karunika Dasa | Viindavan Melodies, tape $8.95;
Krishnautix Unplugged, tape $8.95

Vaiyasaki Dasa [ Transcendence, CD $14.95; Kirtan Rasa, CD $14.95;
Hari-nam-ananda, CD $14.95

Visnujana Swami [ Bhajanas, tape $4.95 CD $14.95; Kirtanas, tape
$4.95 CD $14.95

Spiritual Scents: Naga

Raj, Golden Champa,
Gopinath, Padma, Abhay
Flora. 20-gram packets
(about 20 sticks), $1.95
per pack; 5 packs or more,
$1.75 ea.; 10 packs or
more, $1.50 ea,

Gour Dham: Our most
economical high-quality
incense from India. Rose,
Mogra, Agar Amber,
Khus, Prema, Vrindavan
Flower, Intimate, Musk,
Jasmine, Kewra, Kesar
Chandan, Firdous, Heena,
Nagchampa, Patchouly,
Sandal, and Bouquet. One
pack (20 sticks), $1.25;
5-19 packs, $.95 ea.; 20

packs or more, $.75 ea.

Sri Sai Flora Fluxo:

One fragrance. 10 extra-
thick long-burning sticks
per 25-gram packet. $2.95
ea.; 50-gram packet, $4.95

Krishna: Musk, Special
Rose, Saffron, Jasmine,
Prema, Raj Laxmi, Prabhu
Darshan, Vrindavan Flower,
Sandalwood, Everest. Sold in
10-pack variety (1 of each
fragrance), 15 sticks per
packet, $9.95; 3 or more
10-packs, $7.95 ea.

For more information about these tapes and CDs,
or if you need one not listed here, please call 1-800-800-3284.
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. BHAKTA MUSIKA

BTG Service Center / Hare Krsna Bazaar

P Q. Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, USA » (800) 800-3284
Outside USA & Canada: +1 (336) 871-2620 or fax 871-3641
E-mail; archives@earthlink.net « Web: www.krsna.com

“Amount

Please send me: Qty.

Subtotal
S/H (min. $3.50)%
Amt. enclosed

Payment methaod:

[0 Check [ money order
[ Credit card

Make checks payable to BTG Service Center. (US funds only.) For subscrip-

tions, make checks payable to Back to Godhead. We accept the following credit

cards: VISA, MasterCard, American Express, Discover.

Name Tel.

Address ApL.
City State Zip
Card no. Exp.

Signature

# Mainland USA please add minimum of $3.50 or 10% of order value.
Orders outside USA add 30% of order value.

- SPECIALIS

dren b'lcoks and

get Agha, the Terrible Demon, A Gift of
Love, and Gopal, the Invincible FREE!
(Other specials do not apply.)

Agha, the Terrible Demon—$4:95 SPECIAL! $2.95

Bhagavad-gita Study Guide (crossword)—$12.50

Bhakta Musika and the Lion—$4.95 :

The Book of Krishna Conscious Games—$4.95

Children's Kysna Book (narration, 8 tapes)-—$31.95

Chota’s Way: A Children’s Tale—$6.95 '

Chota’s Activity Book—$4.50 (Both Chotas $9.95)

A Gift of Love: The Story of Sudama the Brahmin—
$5:95 SPECIAL! $2.95

The Glories of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhi—$4.95

Gopal the Infallible—$14.95

Gopal the Invincible—$5-95 SPECIAL' $2.95

Hanuman—$15.95

Heroes of Ancient Earth (mmlc)—$6 95

Hlustrated Bhagavatam Stories—$39.95

Krishna, Master of All Mystics—$2.50

Nimai's Puppy—-$3.95

Offering Everything to Kysna—$3.95

- Our Most Dear Friend (illustrated Gltﬁ)—‘Bl‘l- 95
Sadhw Goes to the Yamuna—$4.95

Sakshi C:Upal A Witness for the chdmg

Simply Wondcrfuf (cookbook)—8$3.95

Spiritual Stories (narration, 18 tapes; call for
titles)—$4.95 each

Svila Prabhupada’s Music Box—$3.95

FoA
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BHAATARINT DASE

Mrgaksi Devi Dasi

Little Vaisnava Songs 1 & 2—-$5.95 each
Little Vaisnava Stories—$6.95
Bhavatdrini Dasi

Mahatma Dasa :

Songs for Krsna's Kids: Learning Sastra
Thru Music (with songbook)—$6.95

Yamini Devi Dasi

Krsna Pastimes (with songbook)—$5.95



Vedic Thoughts

Without becoming a devotee
of the Lord, one cannot perfect one’s
human life. The perfection of
human life is to be elevated to the
spiritual world, where
there is no birth, no death,
no disease, and no old age ... Without
this aim, any amount of
material advancement in so-called
comforts can only bring the
defeat of the human form of life.
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
: Swami Prabhupada
Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.3.28, Purport

L 2

Evel‘ything that can be achieved
by fruitive activities, penance, knowledge,
detachment, mystic yoga, charity,
religious duties, and all other means of
perfecting life is easily achieved
by My devotee through loving service
unto Me. If somehow or other My
devotee desires promotion to heaven,
liberation, or residence in My abode,
he easily achieves such benedictions.

g Lord Sri Krsna
Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.20.32-33

rs

It something happens by
providential arrangement, we should
not be very sorry. The more we try
to rectify such reversals, the more
we enter into the darkest
region of materialistic thought.

Lord Brahma
Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.19.34

My dear Lord [Visnu],
I do not wish to have the benediction
of merging into Your existence,
a benediction in which there
is no existence of the nectarean
beverage of Your lotus feet. I want
the benediction of at least
one million ears, for thus I may be
able to hear about-the glories
of Your lotus feet from the mouths
of Your pure devotees.

; Maharaja Prthu
Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.20.24

¢

A person who is constantly
engaged in reading literature
enunciating the cultivation of
Vaisnava devotional service is always
glorious in human society,
and certainly Lord Krsna becomes
pleased with him. A person who
very carefully keeps such literature
at home and offers respectful
obeisances to it becomes freed from
all sinful reactions and
ultimately becomes worshipable
by the demigods.

Skanda Purana
o
One who always sees all living entities
as spiritual sparks, in quality
one with the Lord, becomes a true

knower of things. What, then, can be
illusion or anxiety for him?

Sri ISopanisad, Mantra Seven

Send your favorite quotations to:
Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, P.O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.
Or Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, 33 Janki Kutir,
Next to State Bank of Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049, India.



Schedule for
North America

June 12: New York City Rathayatra
(Chariot Festiyal)
June 20: New Jersey Rathayatra
June 26-27: Atlanta Panihati Festival
and Rathayatra ! ;
‘july 3-4: Washingtbn, D.C. Rathayatra
July 10=11: Montreal Rathayatra’
July 17-18: Toronto Rathayatra
July 24-25: Denver Rathayatra
August I: Los Angeles Rathayatra
August 8: San Francisco Rathayatra
August 14-15: Detroit Rathayatra
September 4-6: Seattle Rathayatra
August 28-29: Vancouver Rathayatra
September 2: Vancouver
- Sri Krishna Janmastami
(Sri Krishna’s Appearance Day)

September 3: Yancouver
Srila Prabhupada’s Yyasa Puja
(Srila Prabhupada’s Appearance Day)
September |1: Placentia, California
Sri Krishna Janmastami

NOTE: Some of these dates have
not yet been confirmed. For more
information, get in touch with

the center in the city where the
festival will be held, or write

to Festival of India, 1310 Prabhu-
pada Road, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046.



