Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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Pilgrims sail the sacred Ganges on their
way to holy sites in West Bengal. Please see
the article beginning on page 44. (Photo by
Marici Dasa.)

WELCOME

This issue of Back to
Godhead coincides with
the annual Gaura Purnima
festival, honoring the
appearance five hundred
years ago of Sii Caitanya

Mahaprabhu, the incarna-
tion of Lord Krsna for this age. The Vedic
scriptures tell us that God regularly descends
to reveal the most effective means to attain
spiritual perfection in each age. As predicted
in the Vedas, Lord Caitanya appeared in
Bengal and promoted the congregational
chanting of God’s names, especially as found
in the great mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama. Hare Hare.

Two articles in this issue deal specifically
with Lord Caitanya and His followers. In “A
Meeting in Varanasi,” veteran BTG author
Mathuresa Dasa presents a short biography
of Lord Caitanya in the context of the Lord’s
historic meeting with Prakasananda Sara-
svati, a prominent follower of the philosophy
of impersonalism. And in “Ganga Safari,”
Mahamaya Devi Dasi, an American-born
devotee living in India, tells of a pilgrimage
down the Ganges to out-of-the-way holy
places associated with Lord Caitanya and His
followers.

We hope these article will increase your
appreciation for St Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
known as the most merciful incarnation of
the Lord.

Hare Krsna.

Nagaraja Dasa
Editor

OUR PURPOSES

* To help all people discern reality from
illusion, spirit from matter, the eternal from
the temporary.

= To expose the faults of materialism.

* To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques
of spiritual life.

» To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.
¢ To celebrate the chanting of the holy names
of God as taught by Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

¢ To help every living being remember and
serve Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead.

Lord Sri Krsna, the
Supreme Personality
of Godhead and
source of all material
and spiritwal worlds

Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, Krsna's
most recent incar-
nation, taught Krsna
consciousness through
the chanting of
Hare Krsna

His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of
the International
Society for Krishna
Consciousness
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Letters

Renewed Interest

[ have really appreciated the last few
issues of BTG. After sort of taking it
for granted, I have recently started
reading it carefully again. Thank you.
Gargarsi Dasa

New Vrindavan, West Virginia, USA

Stumbling Blocks

[ have come across Back to Godhead
through a friend in Mauritius, and
most especially the correspondence
column. I like it. Now., I agree that
this movement is a very scientific
movement, and also I appreciate the
philosophical aspect of God-realiza-
tion. However. I have also studied the
main scriptures, and I have some
doubts that come as strumbling
blocks to fully surrender to Krsna. I
am not trying to find fault, but trying
to clear my misunderstandings.

My doubts have to do with your
contention that Lord Krsna is the
Supreme Godhead, above even Lord
Visnu, Lord Siva, and others. Here is
some evidence to the contrary.

(1) The Visnu-sahasra-nama, a
genuine book appearing in the
Padma Purana, mentions that Lord
Visnu is the original Supreme Lord
and He has sahasra-nama [“a thou-
sand names”], of which “Rama” and
“Krsna” are prominent.

(2) In the Mahabharata, Udyoga
Parva, and in the Visnu Purana, it is
said that Lord Visnu is Vasudeva,
which means “the all-pervading
One.”

(3) In the Bhavisyat Purana, Lord
Siva declares, “They who consider me
or Brahma to be different from Visnu
are endowed with crooked minds.
They are tortured in the hells below.”

(4) In the Harivarsa (Kailasa-
yatra chapter) Lord Siva addresses
Sri Krsna: “T am you, O all pervading
Lord. You are verily mysell, O Janar-
dana. Between us, there is no differ-
ence, either in words or in their
import.”

Mr. S. Ramsahye
Quatre Bornes, Mauritius

Kalakantha Dasa Replies:

Srila Prabhupada has proven a
consistent and logical understanding
of the scriptures based on bhakti,
surrender to Krsna. So drawing solely
from what I have received from Srila
Prabhupada, here are some answers
to your questions:

(1) To indicate the superiority of
Lord Krsna. Srila Prabhupada quotes
a verse in the Brahmanada Purana
which states that chanting the name of
Krsna once is equal to chanting the
thousand names of Visnu three times.
(See Srila Prabhupada’s Purports to
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila
9.32-33.)

(2) Lord Krsna has many incarna-
tions and expansions, and Lord Visnu
is in the category of full expansions,
those that display the omnipotence of
God. So, like Lord Krsna, Lord Visnu
can be called Vasudeva, or all-
pervading, but that doesn’t mean He
is the origin of Lord Krsna.

In the Brahma-samhita (5.39 and
5.33), Lord Brahma says:

ramadi-murtisu kala-nivamena tisthan
nanavataram akarod bhuvanesu kintu
krsnah svavam samabhavat paramah
puman yo
govindam adi-purusam tam ahari
bhajami

“I worship the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, Govinda [Krsna], who is
always situated in various incarna-
tions such as Rama, Nrsimha, and
many sub-incarnations as well, but
who is the original Personality of
Godhead known as Krsna, and who
incarnates personally also.”

advaitam acyuiam andadim ananta-riipam
adyari purana-purusam nava-
Vauvanan ca
vedesu durlabham adurlabham atma-
bhakiau
govindam adi-purusar tam aham
bhajami

“I worship the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, Govinda [Krsna|, who is
the original person—absolute, infal-
lible, without beginning. Although



expanded into unlimited forms, He is
still the same original, oldest person.
always appearing as a [resh youth.
Such eternal, blissful, all-knowing
forms of the Lord are usually under-
stood by the best Vedic scholars, but
they are always manifest to pure,
unalloyed devotees.”

To further clarify Krsna’s relation-
ship with His incarnations, Srila
Prabhupada says, “There is no differ-
ence, however, among Them. This is
very nicely explained in the Brahma-
sarithita (5.46): diparcir eva hi dasan-
taram abhyupetya. With one candle
one may light a second candle, with
the second a third and then a fourth,
and in this way one can light thou-
sands of candles, and no candle is in-
ferior to another in distributing light.
Every candle has the full potential
candlepower, but there is still the
distinction that one candle is the first,
another the second, another the third,
and another the fourth. Similarly,
there is no difference between the
immediate expansion of the Lord and
His secondary expansion.”

Krsna appears in countless incar-
nations, including Lord Visnu. They
are all equally worshipable, and yet
Lord Krsna holds a few special
distinctions. An important verse in
the Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.3.28)
states, efe camsa-kalah pumsah krsnas
tu bhagavan svayani: “All the above-
mentioned incarnations are either
plenary portions or portions of the
plenary portions of the Lord. but
Lord Sri Krsna is the original
Personality of Godhead.”

(3) Srila Prabhupada explains that
Lord Brahma and Lord Siva are
known as “qualitative incarnations”
of Lord Visnu, an expansion of Lord
Krsna. Lord Brahma is in charge of
the mode of passion., and Lord Siva
the mode of ignorance. Brahma and
Siva are in fact devotees of Lord
Krsna and Lord Visnu. Lord Brahma
is the head of the sampradaya (dis-
ciplic succession) to which ISKCON
belongs, and Lord Siva is known as
the greatest devotee of Lord Visnu
(vaisnavanam yatha sambhuh).

As great devotees and partial
incarnations, Lord Brahma and Lord
Siva should not be considered differ-
ent from Lord Krsna. They are one
with His purpose and desire. At the
same time, they are not Krsna. They
are endowed with many of Lord
Krsna’s qualities, but they are not
fully empowered (visnu-tativa) ex-
pansions of the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. Therefore they are not
God, but exalted demigods, empow-
ered by the Supreme Lord to [ulfill
essential purposes.

(4) Lord Caitanya taught the doc-
trine of acintya-bhedabheda-tattva,
which means the inconceivable
simultaneous oneness and difference
of the Supreme Lord and all other
living beings. We are one with God
because we are also spiritual by
nature, but we are different from
Him because He is infinite and we
are small.

We can also be said to be one with
God when we are one with Him in
purpose, as is the case with Lord Siva
and other exalted beings. In the verse
you quote, Lord Siva says that Lord
Krsna’s words are his words. We can
easily understand this statement in
the context of acintya-bhedabheda-
tattva. If you say something and I
repeat it, your words are my words,
but [ have not become you.

The statements of the Vedic scrip-
tures may sometimes seem contradic-
tory. So we have to hear from self-
realized souls like Srila Prabhupada.
[ feel fortunate to have his guidance
in understanding the Vedic conclu-
sions. If we try to track down Krsna
through intellectual prowess, we'll be
unsuccessful. We need Krsna's mercy,
delivered by His pure devotees, to
understand Him.

Hare Krsna.

Please write us at: BTG, P.O. Box 430,
Alachua, FL 32616, USA. Fax: (904)

| 462-7893. Or: BTG, 33 Janki Kutir,

Next to State Bank of Hyderabad,
Juhu, Mumbai 400 049, India. Phone:
(022) 618-1718. Fax: (022) 618-4827.
E-mail: editors@com.bbt.se

What [s the
Hare Krsna Movement?

Founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) carriesonin the modern
world a great ancient tradition
rooted in the Bhagavad-gita, the
teachings Lord Krsna spoke five
milleniums ago. The Gita and the
otherVedicscriptures declare Krsna
to be the original person. God Him-
self,who appears periodically in this
world to liberate all living beings.

Only five hundred years ago,
Krsna descended as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach the most sub-
lime and effective means of medita-
tion for the present day: the chanting
of the names of God, especially as
found in the Hare Krsna mantra.

Today members of ISKCON
continue Lord Caitanya’s move-
ment by distributing the teachings
of Lord Krsna and the Hare Krsna
mantra all over the world.

Pronundiation

We spell Sanskrit words and names
by a phonetic system that lets you
know how to say cach word. Pro-
nounce shortalike the uin but, long
alike the a in far (and held twice as
long as the short a). Pronounce e
like the ain evade.longilike theiin
pique. Pronounce the vowel r like
the ri in rim, and ¢ like the ch in
chair. Pronounce consonantslike ch,
jh,anddhasinstaunch-heart, hedge-
hog, and red-hot. Pronounce § and s
like sh. So for Krsna say KRISHNA,
for Caitanya say CHAITANYA.

Spiritual Nlames

ISKCON members receive names
of Lord Krsna or His great devo-
tees, combined with Dasa. for men,
or Dasi, for women, both of which
mean “servant.” For instance, the
name Krsna Dasa means “servant
of Krsna.”
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ARJUNA
FIRST LESSON

When Arjuna accepts his friend Krsna as his guru,
Krsna begins His teachings with a reprimand.

A lecture given in Los Angeles on August 17, 1973
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

sri bhagavan uvica
asocyan anvasocas tvam

prajiia-vadams ca bhasase
catasin agatasims ca

nanusocanti panditah

“The Blessed Lord said: While speaking
learned words, you are mourning for
what is not worthy of griel. Those who
are wise lament neither for the living

nor the dead.”—Bhagavad-gita 2.11

HAT CAN BE LIVING or dead? The body.

Krsna chided Arjuna;: “The behavior you

are showing is not that of a learned man.”
Nanusocanti panditah. Indirectly Krsna said, *You
do not know things as they are. Your are not learned;
you are a fool.” Even though Arjuna had spoken
many things in support of his being nonviolent and
not wanting to kill his kinsmen. Krsna chided him for
being in the bodily concept of life.

Those in the bodily concept of life can speak

many learned things, but after all they are fools.

vasvatma-buddhi-kunape tri-dhatuke
sva-dhih kalatradisu bhawma idya-dhih

vat-tirtha-buddhili salile na karhicij
janesv abhijiiesu sa eva go-kharah

“A human being whoidentifies this body
made of three elements with his self,
who considers the by-products of the
body to be his kinsmen, who considers
the land of birth worshipable, and who
goes to the place of pilgrimage simply to
take a bath rather than meet men of
transcendental knowledge there, is to
be considered like an ass or a cow.”

What is the body? Kunape tri-
dhatuke. It is a bag of three elements:
kapha, pitta, and vayu, or mucus, bile, and air, or a
combination of flesh.bone,blood.mucus,stool, urine.
and so on. But foolish persons take this lump of
bones and flesh to be the self: “1 am this body.”

No learned man will think like that. but the whole
world is misled under this conception. This is animal
mentality. Animals thinks like that, not learned men.
The learned man will say aharit brahmasmi: 1 am a
spirit soul. I am a servant of God.” This is learned
speaking. “I am not this body.”

Arjuna has accepted Krsna as his spiritual mas-
ter. The spiritual master has the right to rebuke the
disciple to give proper direction, just as the teacher
or father has that right. Although Krsna and Arjuna
are friends, Arjuna has accepted Krsna as his spiri-
tual master. The spiritual master should not speak

Painting by Yadurani Devi Dasi
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We conclude from Krsna’s words
that anyone in the bodily concept of life
is not learned; he’s a fool.

any compromising words, as is done
between friends. He must say the right
things:* Youare wrong. Don’t talk non-
sense. Youare talking like avery learned
man, but you do not know anything.”

CONDITIONS OF THE BODY

The body exists in two conditions:
when the living force is there.and when
the living force is gone. The body moves
because the living force is there. As
soon as the living force is gone, this nice
body will no longer move. And it will
decompose. “Dust thou art; dust thou
shall be.”

Earth,water,fire,air,sky—these five
gross elements are the ingredients of
the body. As soon as the soul leaves the
body.the earthenergy goestothe earth,
the water energy goes to the water.and
soon.Thatis ascientific law,called con-
servation of energy. The energyisnever
lost. It goes back to the original stock.

Without the living force, the body is
called dead; with the living force. the
body is called living. A learned man
does not lament for the body in either
case. A learned man knows Brahman,
or spirit. He has realized Brahman.
Brahma-bhitah prasannatma. One on
the brahma-bhatah stage can under-
stand,*l am not the body; I am separate
from the body.”

In former ages this was common
knowledge. We can see it displayed five
thousand years ago, when the Battle of
Kuruksetra was fought. The ksartriyas,
or warriors, were fighting one another
severely, but still they were not in the
bodily concept of life. But Arjuna, a
ksatriva, was so overcome with the
bodily concept of life that Krsna chided
him: “You are talking like a learned
man, but you are not a learned man.”

We conclude from Krsna's words
that anyone in the bodily concept of
life is not learned; he’s a fool. So this
world, now at least, is a fool’s paradise.
No one is learned, because everyone is

working under the bodily concept of
life.

In reproaching Arjuna, Lord Krsna
took the first step in educating him, just
asateacher,before giving alesson.may
first tell the student, *You are writing
incorrectly.”

With this verse the Bhagavad-gitais
now actually being spoken. Krsna states
the first principle to Arjuna: “You do
not know anything. Don’t talk as if you
are a learned man.”

THE THREE QUALITIES

Each of us in the same position as
Arjuna,talking asiflearned. Yesterday
two young men came to see me. They
spoke no philosophy, only nonsense.
One of them was talking about stop-
ping starvation, as if he had taken a
contract to stop starvation. But starva-
tion is due to the laws of nature. You
cannot stop it.

There are three qualities of nature
goodness,passion,andignorance—and
the natural laws go on under these
three qualities, Therefore we shall al-

ways find three classes or statuses of

living conditions. That will be explained
in the Bhagavad-gita. Dilferent species
oflife are everywhere.because the three
qualities act everywhere. For example.
there are some good trees, which pro-
duce nice fruits and flowers, and there
are trees with no fruit and no flowers.
They may live for a very long time, but
they serve no useful purpose. Any tree
that does not give us nice fruit or nice
flowers is sinful.

There are also pious animals and
sinful animals. The cow is a pious ani-
mal, and the dog is a sinful animal.
Among the birds, the crowis sinful.and
ducks, swans, and peacocks are pious.

Similarly, in human society there
are pious men and sinful men. If one
has wealth, beauty. high birth. or good
education, these are signs that one was
pious in the previous life. The oppo-
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site of these indicates impiety in one’s
previous life.

So the three qualities—goodness,
passion, and ignorance—are working
everywhere. Therefore, there must al-
ways be three classes: high class,middle
class, and low class. You cannot make
anyone classless. That is not possible.
As long as the bodily concept of life is
present, there must be these three
classes. And those who are condemned
must suffer. Everyone is condemned in
the material world. But there are first-
class condemned, second-class con-
demned, and third-class condemned.

UNCHANGEABLE DESTINY

You cannot stop the natural occur-
rence of first class, second class. and
third class. For example, fifty years ago
when [ was in Bombay, I would see a
class of men living on the footpath.
Now the same class of men isstill there.
Today everyoneis getting more money,
but still the condition is the same. Even
if you get more money, the other cir-
cumstances will force you to stay in
the same condition you were in fifty
years ago. That is called destiny. You
cannot change your destiny. That is
not possible.

Therefore the Srimad-Bhagavatam
tells us not to try to change our destiny.
Everyone is trying to change his des-
tiny. 1 am poor man; I must become a
very rich man.” But you cannot change
vour destiny.

In this world every one of usis bound
by the laws of karma, destiny. By des-
tiny we must get a certain amount of
happiness and distress. There is always
a mixture of happiness and distress.
You cannot have unadulterated happi-
ness here. Unadulterated happiness,
real happiness, can be achieved in the
spiritual world, not in the material
world. Here we have to enjoy and sul-
fer a certain amount of happiness and
certain amount of distress. We cannot



change that. Thatis the law of nature in
the material world.

Therefore the Srimad-Bhagavatam
says.lasyaiva hetoh praveteta kovido na
labhyate yad bhramatam upary adhal.
People are wandering within the ma-
terial world in different forms of life
under different conditions. But they
are not getting information of Krsna.
That is their misfortune. So during this
period of continuous wandering in dif-
ferent species of life on different plan-
ets, one who is fortunate—who is
actually anxious to unite with the Su-
preme Lord—contacts a guru. How
does one gets this consciousness, this
desire to unite with the Lord? By asso-
ciating with devotees. We are holding
this class,and even outsiders who come
can understand something, and they
can then become serious to understand
God and how to go back home, back to
Godhead. Then Krsna helps at once.
That is the process.

Krsna is there within your heart. As

BACI( TO GODHEAD ONI.INE

soon as you become a little serious. Site for BTG, the Bhaktivedanta Archives, the Hare Krsna
Koot e dr e s ot withvo 1 Bazaar, and the full text of Bhagavad-gita As It Is.

a friend. simply looking for the oppor-
tunity to helpwhen you choose tocome
back to Him.Thatis Krsna. He's always
sitting with you. But we are not willing HARE KRSNA, THE COMPLE‘[E PICTURE
to go back home, back to Godhead. We

want to become God in the material
world. That is our position. Instead of
going back home, back to Godhead, to
live with God, we want to become God

An attractive, intuitive gateway
to the world of Hare Krsna on the Internet.
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here. Thatis our position. Therefore we ‘5 THE BTG MAILING LIST :
are sullering. . An e-mail group where readers. writers. and staff talk about  §
q the topics found in Back to Godhead. |

SERVANTS OF GOD :-‘: To join, send a message to btg-talk@unforgettable.com |

[ § b 2 w | d 5 -

i |

Nowhere can you be God. God is d KFISHNA CHAT‘ ; 3:
one. Nobody can be equal to Him or A Krsna conscious chat channel in real-time. 3
above Him. Everyone is subordinate g Visit www.iskcon.org/ire/ for more information. §
to God. But those who are not learned b A
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—foolish people—try to be happy in

the material world by adjustment
and by trying to become God. That is
atheism and the demoniac tendency

But those advanced in knm\-'[cdg'{,:_ +lalﬂe K'&iShna WOFId

know, “We arc cternally servants of

God: we cannot become God. Better Get connected to our dynamic worldwide movement. Exciting news,
to remain servants of God. That is information, marketplace, and Krsna conscious opportunities. Hare
our happiness.” Krishna World is bimonthly: U.S., $25 for First Class mail, $15 for Third

Those in the bodily concept of life Class; outside the U.S.,$29. For subscriptions,ads, bulk orders,and news
cannot advance in this real knowledge submissions, please write HKW at P. O. Box 238, Alachua, FL 32616-

—thatwe are eternally servants of God. 0238, USA. Tel: (904) 462-5054. Fax: (904) 4
That is our constitutional position. But '
if I deny that—"No,l am not aservant™
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Know things as they are; then talk.
Otherwise, it is better not to talk.

then I become a servant of maya, the
illusory energy of God. I have to re-
main a servant. That is my constitu-
tional position.

One must first understand one’s
identity. Thatis the first lesson given by
Krsna:* Youare lamenting for the body,
but the body is not your identity. You
are thinking incorrectly.”

[f your coat is destroyed, that does
not mean you are destroyed. If your
car is destroyed. that does not mean
you are finished. Real knowledge is
to know. “I am not the car; I am not
the coat: | am not the body.” Although
sometimes we become a little sorry
in relation to the car, coat, or body,
our identity is different from these.
So Krsna says, “You are talking like
a learned man, but you do not know
your identity. You are not the body.”

FOOLISH TALK

Anyone not in perfect knowledge
should not take the position of talking
like a learned man. That is cheating,
and that is foolishness. First of all know
things as they are:then talk. Otherwise,
it is better not to talk than to talk fool-
ishly. Therefore, sometimes in spiritual
advancement there is a process called
maunam, which means not speaking. If
a disciple is too foolish, the spiritual
master may order him, “Don’t talk.
Please remain silent.” Because if he
talks, he'll simply talk nonsense. Why
should he spoil his energy by such non-
sense talking? Better to stop talking.
Meditation is also like that. If instead
of talking or doing nonsense one stays
silent for some time, that is good for
him.

Meditation and maunam, silence,are
not meant for devotees, but for the less
intelligent. The devotees’ business is to
talk always about Krsna. Why should
they stop talking? Maunam? No. Kir-

s

taniyah sada harih. Caitanya Maha-

prabhu says that one has to chant and | Krsna as the Supreme Personality of

Where is the question of silence? Si-
lence is for those who are nonsense.
But for those who are actually ad-
vanced, there is no such restriction.
Viacamsivaikuntha-gunanuvarnane. We
should use our talking power to de-
scribe the glories of the Lord. That is
kirtana.

When Pariksit Maharajalearned he
would die in seven days, he went on
hearing the Srimad-Bhagavatan from
Sukadeva Gosvami twenty-four hours
a day, without even eating or drinking,
And they both got salvation: they went
back home, back to Godhead. How?
One was hearing, and one was chant-
ing. And what was the subject matter?
Krsna, that's all.

So subjects about Krsna are so nice

that you do not have to do anything |

but simply hear. You have your God-
given ears. You can simply sit down and
hear. Satam prasangan mama virya-
samvido bhavanti hrt-karna-rasayanah-
kathah. Sat-saniga means talking about
Krsna. hearing about Krsna—not from
a paid reciter, but from the self-real-
ized devotee, who is working for the
Lord.Satam means“devotees,” and sat-
sanga means “the association of devo-

tees.” Sat means “devotee” or “God” or |

“spiritual.” So saf-sarga means “spiri-
tual association.” The more you associ-
ate with sar, with devotees, the more
you become liberated.

In the material world we are simply
in bad association, duhi-sanga. So if we
want to get rid of this bad association,
we must associate with the devotees.
Sat-sangar mukia duh-sanga.

Arjuna has the best opportunity.
He’s hearing from the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead. He s so fortunate.
He's talking with the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead face to face, directly.
Our business should be to follow the
footsteps of Arjuna. How? As Arjuna
understood Bhagavad-gita, try Lo un-
derstand in that way. Arjuna accepted

talk of Krsna twenty-four hours a day. | Godhead. Param brahima param dhama
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pavitram paramam bhavan: “Krsna,

You are the Supreme Person. the most
pure.” Even if we do not understand
Bhagavad-gita, if we follow Arjuna we
can understand: “Arjuna has under-
stood like this—that Krsna is the Su-
preme Brahman, Supreme Personality
of Godhead.” That is called receiving
knowledge in parampara, or disciplic
succession. We don’t have to tax our
brain trying to understand Krsna. We
have poor intelligence, so we cannot
understand in that way. But if we sim-
ply accept what Arjuna says, then we
are perfect.

[f you follow the authorities, then
vou understand. Dharmasya tattvari
nihitam guhayam. 1t is very difficult to
understand what is actually religion.
People are puzzled. But we can under-
stand if we follow the mahajanas, the
greal spiritual authorities. The Vedic
scriptures mention twelve mahajanas,
including Brahma, Siva, Manu, Ka-
pila, the Kumaras. If we follow their
footsteps. we can understand what is
actually religion.

Or we can follow Arjuna: “Arjuna
has understood like this, so let me
understand in the same way.” That’s
all. Then we understand Bhagavad-
gita. But if we want to speak in a very
scholarly way without understand-
ing Krsna, that is simply a waste of
time.

Many so-called scholars and phi-
losophers are doing that. They do not
understand Krsna, but they talk only
nonsense, and such talks are very
much appreciated by others. That is
described in the Srimad-Bhagavatam:
Sva-vid-varaha-ustra-kharaih samstu-
tah purusah pasuh. These rascals—so-
called scholars, so-called incarnations
—are accepled by a similar class of
animals. The Vedic method is to follow
the footsteps of the predecessor spiri-
tual masters, who understand things
fully. Then we’ll also understand, and
our life will be successful.

Thank you very much.



AT A BACK TO GODHEAD editor-
ial meeting in the mid 1980s, we
discussed a letter from a reader criti-
cizing us for not being relevant. Why.,
if we claimed that Krsna conscious-
ness could solve real problems—

crime, war, famine—were we keeping

those solutions to ourselves? Why
weren't we making our magazine the
cutting edge of spiritual journalism?

As we discussed the criticis
began to feel we needed to revolu-
tionize Back to Godhead.

Suddenly, one of our staff mem-
bers said. *Wait, it doesn’t sound
Krsna conscious to place so much
emphasis on this world. Our philoso-
phy is otherworldly.”

Otherworldly? That sounded
unattractive. But he was right. Srila
Prabhupada did not teach us to make
ourselves at home in this world, or
even Lo worry too much about fixing
it. He taught us to focus on the
spiritual world. The material world
cannot be fixed: it’s supposed to be
miserable.

“Otherworldly™ has several mean-
ings. My dictionary defines it first in a
neutral way: “relating to the spiritual
or imaginary world.” We live in the
material world but fix our minds on
another world, spiritual or imaginary.

11, WE

The second definition is less neutral:
“impractical, unworldly.” An other-
worldly person has no concern for
material values or pursuits; he or she
lacks sophistication, is perhaps naive.
In the Krsna conscious sense,

“otherworldly™ means we aspire to
transfer to the spiritual world when
we leave the body and we learn to
live in that aspiration while in the
material world. Our editorial staff

Otherworldliness

by Satsvartipa Dasa Goswami

decided BTG would be relevant by
focusing on this unique attempt to
become otherworldly.

Three basic ways to become
otherworldly in the Krsna conscious
sense are to hear about the spiritual
world, to practice detachment from
this world, and to gradually learn to
live heart and soul in the spiritual
world even while residing in this one.

Hearing about the spiritual world
is important because it develops our
desire to go there. Srila Prabhupada
makes a similar statement in his
Bhagavad-gita commentary. After
Krsna presents a few details about
the spiritual world, Srila Prabhupada
writes, “One should be captivated by
this information. He should desire to
transfer himself to that eternal world
and extricate himself from this false
reflection of reality.” (Bg. 15.6) If not
captivated by information of the
spiritual world, we will remain capti-
vated by what we hope to achieve in
this one.

The Vedic literature is unique in
that it gives so much information
about the spiritual world. The more
we hear from the Vedas about the
spiritual world, the more attracted to
it we can become, and the more
otherworldly. Then we have to culti-
vate detachment from this world. The
scriptures point out. and our experi-
ence confirms, that this world is a
place of suffering. We should want to
leave it. Human life is short. The
attachments we have spent our life
cultivating will determine what hap-
pens at the end of this life, whether
we will return to the miserable world
or transfer to the spiritual one.

This is what Srila Prabhupada
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Lessons from the Road

taught. He himself was a perfect
blend of down-to-earth and other-
worldly. People to whom Prabhu-
pada spoke often tried to bring him
down to what they considered a
more relevant position. He seemed
to speak only the ideal. But Prabhu-

| pada wouldn’t budge. He argued for

the ultimate reality of the spiritual
world and crashed through worldly
arguments. Did they think they
could help the poor? How? Did
they think their peace talks would
amount to anything practical? They
were fools to think so. The real solu-
tion—and he asserted it again and
again—was to chant Hare Krsna.

Yet he was no dreamer. He lived
in a spiritual reality as tangible to
him as our world is to us. He spoke
from experience. He never taught
us to hate this world, but to create
love for the next. He taught us to
live in the here and now. but in
Krsna consciousness. That requires
seeing Krsna in this world and
doing everything to attain our
otherworldly goal. Prabhupada
didn’t teach cold detachment, but a
life of love of God.

Yes, this world is temporary, but
it comes from Krsna. Yes, we should
renounce it, but we should do so by
using it completely in His service.
Don’t form attachments here. Let
worldliness grow into otherworldli-
ness; don't live a secular, spiritually
forgetful life. Live with ultimate
reality.

Satsvariipa Dasa Goswami is the
author of many books, including a
six-volume biography of Srila
Prabhupada.
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= & Purified Eating

AN INDIAN GUEST at our Hare
Krsna center in Boise once told us,
“My father was very strict in his daily
habits and spiritual practices. He
would eat only food cooked by his
own hands.” My father, Anantartipa
Dasa, has similar remembrances of
his grandmother. She would eat only
food prepared at home. Many
Indians can relate similar experiences
with parents, grandparents, or friends.

What is the rationale behind a
practice so difficult to maintain? Why
were members of previous genera- |
tions so strict in what they ate? |

The Bhagavad-gita (3.13) gives us |
a hint: “The devotees of the Lord are |
released from all kinds of sins be-
cause they eat food which is offered
first for sacrifice. Others, who pre-
pare food for personal sense enjoy-
ment, verily eat only sin.” At home,
“offering food for sacrifice™ usually
means offering food to whatever
deities one worships on one’s home
altar. But “offering food for sacrifice”
especially means offering food to
Lord Krsna, since He is called Yajna
(“*sacrifice™). And Lord Krsna tells us
when He will accept our offering: “If
one offers Me with love and devotion
a leaf, a flower. fruit, or water, I will
accept it.” (Be. 9.26).

So what guarantee is there that
the food one eats at the house of an
acquaintance or in a restaurant was
cooked with love and devotion for
Sri Krsna? In fact, in many cases we
cannot know, and so we often “eat
only sin.”

The food we eat is important in
determining who we are; it influences
our consciousness. For example, if we
eat bread cooked at a restaurant or
factory, the consciousness of those
who cooked the bread enters into it

by Ravi Gupta

and affects us. Slowly, by repeatedly
cating the bread. our mentality and
desires will become like those of the
people who prepared the grains.
This principle is not as esoteric as
it may seem. When an artist creates a
painting, he expresses his thoughts,
desires, and emotions through the
medium of the art. and the viewer of
the painting takes in the artist’s men-
tal state. Similarly, when a computer
receives information from outside

Offering food on a home altar.

sources, it may also receive a virus,
which—unseen and unheard—slowly
destroys the computer’s software.
Srila Prabhupada instructed his
disciples to follow the Vedic tradition
of not eating food cooked outside the
home or temple. He writes, “Indeed,
a devotee should be very strict in not
accepting food from a nondevotee.
especially food prepared in restau-
rants or hotels or on airplanes. An
avaisnava [nondevotee| may be a
vegetarian and a very clean cook, but
because he cannot offer the food he
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India’s Heritage

cooks to Visnu, it cannot be accepted
as maha-prasada. It is better that a
Vaisnava abandon such food as
untouchable.”

But how can we maintain this
ancient Vedic principle today? The
modern world is one of global travel,
a hectic pace of life, and large net-
works of friends and acquaintances.
Eating outside—in restaurants, hotels,
and airplanes—is a widespread social
phenomenon, if not an obligation and
necessity. How can we maintain our
Krsna conscious principles in the face
of this?

Indeed, it would have been very
difficult in ordinary circumstances.
But by Srila Prabhupada’s mercy, it’s
not impossible. Let me give you an
example.

My father travels [requently on
business trips around the world. His
company provides him with airfare,
hotel rooms, and money for food. But
while his colleagues may go to the
nearest restaurant to have lunch, my
father has to make his own arrange-
ments. Sometimes finding a good meal
is difficult. especially when prasadam
from home runs out. so he eats only
raw foods—{ruits, salad, nuts. But
when the need is greatest, Krsna
always helps, and somehow or other
he will find the local ISKCON temple,
a Govinda’s Restaurant, or the home
of a devotee. So he can cat prasadanm
almost anywhere he goes, and he can
rest assured the food was cooked with
devotion and offered to Lord Krsna.

Ravi Gupta, who turns seventeen in
April, lives at the Hare Kysna center in
Boise, Idaho, USA. The center is run by
his parents. In May, Ravi will graduate

from Boise State University with a B.A.

in mathematics and philosophy.



L()RD KRSNA SAYS THAT god-
less materialists produce “unbene-
ficial, horrible works meant to
destroy the world.” If you think this
just means nuclear bombs, check out
the latest from Monsanto, the folks
who brought us Bovine Growth
Hormones. On March 3. 1998, the
U.S. Department of Agriculture and
Delta & Pine Land Co. (acquired in
May by Monsanto) announced they
had obtained a U.S. patent for a
technique that genetically alters a
seed in such a way that the crop
grown from that seed will produce
seeds that won’t germinate.

That could be a big problem for
traditional farmers, who use seeds
from their own crops. So why invent
such a seed—coined “the Terminator
seed™? Monsanto says the seed will
benefit the hungry of the world,
because if everyone has to buy new
seeds every year, that will encourage
seed companies Lo invest more
money in developing improved seeds
with high protein, extra vitamins,
more insecticides, herbicide-resistant
traits, and so on.

But Chilean agronomist Camila
Montecinos expressed alarm: “It’s
likely that pollen from crops carrying
the Terminator trait will infect the
ficlds of farmers who either reject or
can’t afford the technology. ... When
farmers reach into their bins to sow
seed the following season they would
discover—too late—that some of
their seed is sterile. This could lead to
very high yield losses. . .. We could
see . ..a general—even dramatic—
decline in food security for the
poorest farm communities.”

Others worry that insects and
winds could bring sterilization to the
fields of farmers who cannot afford

The Land, the (ows, and Krsna

to buy seeds. “It’s terribly danger-
ous,” says Hope Shand, research
director for RAFI (Rural Advance-
ment Foundation International).
“Half the world’s farmers are poor
and can’t afford to buy seed every
growing season. Yet poor farmers
grow 15 to 20 percent of the world’s
food, and they directly feed at least
1.4 billion people. . .. These farmers
depend upon saved seed ...”

The Terminator seed could drive
hundreds of millions of farmers out
ol agriculture. Some countries are
banning the import of the seed.

Noting that science has come up
with a potentially devastating prod-
uct, M. S. Swaminathan, one of
India’s foremost agricultural experts,
observed, “Science gives you a lot of
power, and you must have an ethical
code to exercise that power.”

To have a potent ethical code,
sociely’s primary goal must be spiri-
tual advancement, rather than ma-
terial. People drunk with their quest
for power and willing to create
devastating products can co-opl a
spiritually lame society. Krsna says in
Bhagavad-gita that those who believe
that material advancement is the goal
of civilization are demoniac.

In a varpasrama society each per-
son serves the Lord according to his
or her ability and thereby gains satis-
faction. But a society not organized
for spiritual goals is driven by lust,

| ereed, and competition. Those who

have the greatest intellect do not de-
vote their intellect to understanding
spiritual science, as brahmanas would
in a varnasrama society. Instead they
become salaried scientific workers.
And rather than providing spiritual
guidance to the heads of state, they
become servants of greedy merchants
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Terminator Seeds and Social Order

by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi

and businessmen.

Unlike ksatriyas in a varnasrama
society, the heads of state in a materi-
alistic society do not take guidance
from brahimanas to organize society
for the spiritual satisfaction of the
citizens. Rather, leaders disempower
themselves, bowing down to the inter-
ests of businessmen who run large
corporations—at the expense of the
welfare of the common citizen.

In a spiritually lame society, farm-
ers and businessmen do not protect
cows. provide food, or support saintly
persons and spiritual activities. Rather,
in large agribusinesses, farm workers
become dependent serfs.

Finally, neither the brahmanas with
their humility, austerity, and spiritual-
ized intellect nor the ksatriyas with
their analytical skills, power, and
fatherly love of their citizens control
society. Rather, control goes to the
merchants, the wealthy corporations.
whose criteria for success is profit.

A spiritually lame society will
always create products like the Termi-
nator seed. Only a spiritual society can
produce things that benefit the world,
because beneficial acts are possible
only when society is devoted to
pleasing and understanding God. The
first step in creating a harmonious
spiritual society? Sincerely chanting
Hare Krsna to purify our hearts and
minds, so that we may gain the
humility to understand the desires of
the Lord. Then there will be no more
Terminator seeds.

Formerly the editor of Hare Krsna
Rural Life, Hare Krsna Devi Dasi is
currently compiling a five-volume
series of Srila Prabhupada’s teachings
on varnasrama and farm community
development.
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REVERENCE
FOR ALL LIFE

The key is to acknowledge the origin of all life.
by Giriraja Swami

RECEIVED A PHONE CALL from Sri Bhari B. R. Malhotra, a prominent indus-

trialist based in Pune, India, inviting me to speak at a conference on “Reverence

for All Life.” Considering the Malhotras’ relationship with Srila Prabhupada—he
had called them “our good friends”™—and wanting to present the message of Krsna,
[ accepted.

The list of the conference organizers was impressive. Prominent representatives
from various fields and cultures had joined together to promote vegetarianism.

The conference was held on the grounds of the most prestigious hotel in Pune.
Gathered onstage were distinguished leaders from the fields of religion, politics, science,
business, social work, and even the military. Thousands of delegates from around the
world sat in the audience.

The program began with a representative from each religion reciting a short prayer
of invocation. Then all the participants on stage joined to light a sacred lamp. One
after another the distinguished speakers appealed for compassion, nonviolence, and
reverence for all life. Finally my turn came:

THE ORIGIN OF LIFE

“I am very pleased to be with you today and wish to express my gratitude to the
organizers, especially my dear friend Sri Bhari Malhotra, his older brother, Sri S. P.
Malhotra, and all the other great souls who have helped organize and make this function
so successful.

“We are here to appreciate and develop reverence for all life. The Bhagavad-gita,
which is a scientific explanation of the supreme soul and His relationship with the

(pleaseturn to page 38)

Painting by Yadurani Devi Dasi
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A Meeting in

Varanasi

One of the greatest scholars of his day
is about to meet the source of all knowledge.

HE CITY OF Varanasi lies four
hundred miles northwest of Cal-
cutta on the northern bank of the
Ganges River. Terraced stone land-

ings, or ghats, leading down to water’s
edge extend for four miles along the
riverbank. Throngs of pilgrims descend
to bathe in the sacred water or climb
to explore narrow, winding streets
and visit the city’s more than 1.500
temples. While there are historical
records of pilgrimages to Varanasi
dating back to the seventh century, to
the faithful this most sacred of desti-
nations has existed as a bustling holy
city for much longer. Many of Vara-
nasi’s temples were destroyed in the
seventeenth century during the reign
of Emperor Aurangzeb, yet today the
view from across the Ganges at Ram-
nagar suggests timeless splendor.

The preeminent scholar in Varanasi
at the beginning of the sixteenth cen-
tury was Prakasananda Sarasvati, a
renounced priest, or sannyasi, in the
line of Sripada Sankaracarya. Prakas-
ananda and his colleagues were mas-
ters of the Vedas, the Sanskritliterature
that includes extensive writings in ev-
ery basic field of knowledge. There
Vedic texts on law, art. medicine, math-
ematics, and other worldly sciences, as
well as on yoga. religion, philosophy,

are
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by Mathuresa Dasa

and mysticism. Veda means “knowl-

edge,” and in the broadest sense all

knowledge is part of the Vedas.
Prakasananda Sarasvatiwas particu-

larly adept at analyzing the codes of

the highly philosophical Vedanta-sitra.
The Vedic texts, divided by Srila

Vyasadeva, the literary incarnation of

God,culminate in the Vedanta-sitra, in
which Vyasadeva expounds upon the
eternal nature, origin. and purpose of
existence. Anta means “end,” so the
Vedanta-siitra establishes that all fields
of knowledge are meant to reach the
end, or goal, of knowledge by under-
standing the meaning of life

During a lecture at the Massacllll~
setts Institute of Technology in 1968
Srila Prabhupada challenged his audi-
ence to explain why, with all the fields
of knowledge at their university. they
didn’t have a department to study the
difference between a living body and
a dead body. We study medicine to
keep our bodies healthy, politics and
sociology to keep them organized, psy-
chology to manage our minds. All these
departments benefit living bodies and
minds, but what is that life. that living
energy we so attentively serve? Where
is that knowledge? Or in other words,
where is Vedanta? Lacking a Vcddntd
department, the other departmentsare
incomplete.

There was no such lack at Varanasi.
As a peerless commentator on the
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Vedanta-stitra, Prakasananda Sarasvati
was dean of the Varanasi scholars, who
as professors of the Vedas were not
mere dogmatists spouting creeds but
genuine researchers, writers.and teach-

| ersdrawn to essential truth. The city of

Varanasi had long been a great center
of learning and culture. With students
arriving from all over India to obtain a
comprehensive education in the Vx,du,
wisdom, Varanasi was a hotbed of en-
lightenment. Prakasananda and his as-
sociates presided, enjoying their
intellectual pursuits, their followings,
and their tenure as leaders of an aca-
demic and cultural mecca.

The only disturbance to the peace-
ful academic atmosphere—a distur-
bance that has also surfaced today in
modern college towns and other cen-
ters of enlightenment—was a noisy,en-
thusiastic band of Hare Krsnas chanting
and dancing through the streets. With
no apparent respect for even minimal
academic decorum, these apparent fa-
natics, beating on drums and clashing
hand cymbals, were gathering a follow-
ing. Prakasanandanoticed,amongsome
of the simpler students and towns-
people. Their twenty-eight-year-old
leader. Sri Krsna Caitanya. who lived
in Bengal, had a golden complexion
and a thundering voice. Like Prakas-
ananda and his colleagues, He was a
sannydsi in the disciplic line of Sripada
Sankaracarya. But Sankaracarya had



taught his followers to give
up worldly pleasures like
singing and dancing and
toinstead alwaysstudy
the Vedanta-siitra. So who
did this Krsna Caitanya think He was,
and what did He think He was doing?

Prakasananda began to openly criti-
cize: “Krsna Caitanya, although a
sannyasi, does not take interest in the
study of Vedanta but instead always
engagesin congregational chanting and
dancing. He is illiterate and therefore
doesnot know hisreal function. Guided
only by his sentiments. he wanders
about in the company of other senti-
mentalists.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamria,
Adi-lild 7.41-42)

It may have disturbed Prakas-
ananda more to know that Krsna
Caitanya was far fromilliterate. Before

accepting the sannydsa order

at the age of twenty-four, He
had been known as Nimai Pandita
and had run a popular Sanskrit acad-
emy of His own at Navadvipa, in what
is now West Bengal. Navadvipa was
an even more important center of
learning than Varanasi. At this time in
India, as in previous ages, scholar-
ship had some of the flavor of modern
sports events, with learned panditas
challenging each other to compete in
displays of erudition. While still a
schoolboy, Nimai Pandita defeated
many champion scholars, including
Kesava Kasmiri, a brahmana from
Kashmir who had won titles all over
India. When Kesava Kasmiri came to
Navadvipa looking for some action,
the local scholars hid in fear, leaving
the contest to Nimai.

NONVIOLENT PROTEST

After several years of showing His
intellectual prowess, Nimai Pandita fo-
cused His energies on promoting san-
kirtana, public congregational chant-
ing and dancing in glorification of God.
In Navadvipa the loud chanting of
Krsna’s names had provoked the local
Muslims to complain to Navadvipa’s
magistrate,or Kazi. The Kazidescended
upon a chanting party one evening,
broke a sankirtana drum, and forbid
further chanting on the streets of the
city. In response Nimai Pandita organ-
ized a nonviolent protest, surrounding
the Kazi’s house with thousands of
chanting, dancing demonstrators. The

| Kaziwas intimidated by the crowd, but
' Nimai's demeanor was peaceful. In a
- friendly exchange He convinced the
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Vyasadeva writes that in this age,
simply by chanting the glories of the Lord, we can
attain the highest perfection of spiritual life.

Kazi of the importance of chanting the
Lord’s names.

Like Prakasananda Sarasvati, Nimai
Pandita was highly learned in the
Vedanta-siitra, but not for scholarship’s
sake. He knew well the many state-
mentsin the Vedas declaring that in the
Kali-yuga, this age of quarrel and hy-
pocrisy, the means of self-realization
(the goal of Vedanta) is to chant the
names of God. A verse in the Brhan-
naradiya Purana emphasizes this point
by repetition: “Chant the holy names,
chant the holy names, chant the holy
names. In this age of quarrel there is no
other way, no other way. no other way
to achieve the goal of human life.”

Although Nimai chanted the Hare
Krsna mantra in particular, He taught
that this “no other way” applies to any
place and time, and to any recognized
name of the Lord. A verse in the Srimad
Bhagavatam, Srila Vyasadeva’s own
commentary on his Vedanta-stitra, states
that in previous ages meditation, reli-
giousrituals.orworshipingin the temple
may have sufficed. but in this age these
methods are effective only in conjunc-
tion with regular chanting. And again
in the Bhagavatam, Vyasadeva writes
that Kali-yugais an ocean of faults with
one saving quality: simply by chanting
the glories of the Lord we can free
ourselves of the material miseries and
attain the highest perfection of spiri-
tual life.

The Kali-santarana Upanisadis even
more specific,citing the full Hare Krsna
mantra—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare—
and then asserting, “These sixteen
words destroy the faults of the Age of
Kali. After searching through all the
Vedas, you will not find a better means
of self-realization for this age.”

With these and other verses on His |
lipsand with the assistance of Hismany ‘
associates, Nimai spread his sankirtana | could He expand His mission?

movement throughout Navadvipa and
into East Bengal. He married at an
early age, but as a householder trav-
eled frequently. leaving His young wife
and elderly motherathome. Sankirtana
so absorbed him that He introduced a
system of Sanskrit grammar based on
Krsna’s names. Every word from His
mouth was either chanting or glorifica-
tion of the chanting.

On a pilgrimage to Gaya, Nimai
became adisciple of Isvara Puri, a great
devotee of Krsna in the line of Srila
Vyasadeva. and when Nimai returned
to Navadvipa. his enthusiasm for the
holy names grew ecstatic. It appears
that Nimai had a familiar youthful bent

| for loudness and all-nighters, so much

50 that this time it was the Hindus who
complained to the Kazi:

Nimai Pandita was previously a very
good boy, but since He has returned
from Gaya He conducts Himself dif-
ferently. Now He loudly sings allkinds
ol Krsna songs, clapping, playing
drums and hand bells, and making a
tumultuous sound that deafens our
ears. We do not know what He eats
that makes himso crazy. He hasmade
all the people practically mad by al-
ways performing congregational
chanting. At night we cannot get any
sleep; we are always kept awake.
(Adi 17.206-9)

Even Nimai Pandita’s students be-
gan to criticize what they considered
His excessive absorption in the holy
names. Although not personally both-
ered by the criticism, Nimai took seri-
ously His sankirtana movement. He
ambitiously desired to spread san-
kirtana to every town and village of the
world, giving everyone, whether edu-
cated or illiterate, access to Vedanta
and to the perfection of life through
the chanting of the holy names. If even
His own students took Him lightly,how
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NIMATI'S SANNYASA

So in the year 1510, at the age of
twenty-four, leaving home for good.
Nimai traveled to the village of Katwa
and accepted the sannydasa order from
KeSava Bharati, a sannyasi of the
Sankarite school. Ttisstill the customin
India to offer respect to a sannydasi, and
this was even more the case five hun-
dred yearsago.Nimaiwanted that pub-
lic respect and attention for the benefit
of the sankirtana movement,which was,
in turn, for the public’s highest benefit.
Although Nimai abhorred Sankar-
acarya’s quasi-Buddhist philosophy,
Sankaracarya’sinfluence was so strong
that people thought one could accept
sannyasa only in the Sankarite disciplic
succession. So in pursuance of His mis-
sion,Nimai took sannyasa from Kesava
Bharati. receiving the name Sri Krsna
Caitanya.

Prakasananda Sarasvati might have
collected some of these details about
the tall, golden sannydsi now dancing
and chanting through Varanasi’s nar-
row streets had he asked around town.
Asdean ol Varanasi'sscholarshe might
have thus avoided his criticism of
Krsna Caitanya.

_ THE IDENTITY OF
SRI KRSNA CAITANYA

The fuller answer to “Who is Krsna
Caitanya, and what is He doing here in
this center of quiet scholarship?” lay
right under Prakasananda’s nose in his
rightly esteemed Vedic literature. In
the Mahabharata, the Visnu-sahasra-
nama-stotra (*“The Thousand Names of
Visnu™) describes the Supreme Lord
appearing as a houscholder with a
golden complexion and an attitude of
peaceful devotion and later accepting
the sannydsa order. The Bhagavatam
confirms that the Lord appears in dif-
ferent ages in different colors—white,



In an act of civil disobedience, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu leads a huge party of
chanters to the house of the Muslim magistrate.

red, black, and yellow. White, red. and
black having been accounted for in
previous ages. the incarnation for the
Age of Kali is yellow, or golden. The
Bhagavatam also states that in Kali-
vuga the incarnation of God inaugu-
rates the sankirtana movement, always
chants the name of Krsna, and is in
fact Krsna Himself with a golden
complexion:

krsna-varnam tvisakrsnam
sangopangastra-parsadam

vajiiaih sankirtana-prayair
vajanti hi su-medhasah

“In the Age of Kali,intelligent persons
perform congregational chanting to
worship the incarnation of Godhead

who constantly sings the name of Krsna.
Although His complexion is not black-
ish, He is Krsna Himself. He is accom-
panied by His associates, servants, and
confidential companions.”

Lord Sri Krsna Caitanya is known
as the channa avatara, or *hidden in-
carnation,”because He never presented
Himself as God or allowed anyone to
call Him God.He always acted as God’s
servant and as the servant of the Lord’s
devotees. This age is so full of incarna-
tion wannabes, so ridden with philoso-
phies asserting that in the end we are
all God, that God Himself demonstrates
and relishes devotional service to Him-
sellf through the chanting of His names.
As a grade-school teacher, to teach her
students how to learn, sometimes pre-

| tends to be learning her ABC’s, so in

the form of Sri Krsna Caitanya the
Lord takes the role of His own devotee
and demonstrates the art of His own
devotional service.

Hearing of Prakasananda’s criticism.
Lord Caitanya demonstrated how
members of the sankirtana movement
should be unconcerned with their own
prestige. To further sasikirtana the Lord
had planned a trip to the holy city of
Vrndavana. just south of present-day
Delhi. and didn’t see any reason to
alter His itinerary to defend His repu-
tation by crossing swords with Vara-
nasi’s elite. Intellectual tournaments
were a thing of His past. of His heady
schooldays. There wasnoneed to inter-

| rupt His preaching for a debate. Better

to push on the chanting of the holy
names. There were plenty of receptive
ears and many followers who needed
His personal attention and instructions.

But Lord Caitanya’s followers in
Varanasi were upset by Prakasananda’s
remarks. [t broke their hearts to hear
theirbeloved Lord labeled anilliterate
fool. At the same time they weren't
confident enough to confront Prakas-

| ananda themselves. What were they in

comparison to this celebrated leader of
Varanasi’s many faculties and academic
departments? How could they present
their case for the divinity of Sri Krsna
Caitanya and for the transcendental
stature of sankirtana to a critic who
could so expertly quote the Vedicscrip-
tures, brandishing his learning and
credentials?

When Lord Caitanya returned to
Varanasi from Vrndavana, He stayed
at the house of Candrasckhara, took
Hismeals at the home of Tapana Misra.
and spent two months instructing
Sanatana Gosvami, the former prime

| minister of Bengal's ruler, Nawab

Hussein Shah, on the science of devo-
tional service.

While Lord Caitanya in this way
remained peacefully absorbedin build-
ing His sankirtana movement, His two
hosts grew increasingly unhappy, until
one day both Candrasekhara and Ta-
pana MiSra appealed to Him: “How
long can we tolerate the blasphemy of
Your critics against Your conduct? We
should give up our lives rather than
hear such blasphemy. The local san-
nyasis are all criticizing Your Holiness.
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We cannot tolerate hearing such criti-
cism, for this blasphemy breaks our
hearts.”

Hearing this plea, Lord Caitanya
remained indifferent to the criticism of
Himself, but felt compassion for His
hosts and other followers, understand-
ing their distress. At that moment a
brahmana came to the Lord with an-
other appeal, this one an invitation.

*My dear Lord,” the brahmana said,
“I have invited all the sannyasis of
Varanasi to my home for lunch. My
desires will be fulfilled if You also ac-
cept my invitation. My dear Lord, |
know that You never mix with other
sannyasts, but please be merciful unto
me and accept my invitation.”

It was a long-standing custom for
the brahmanas of Varanasi to take turns
inviting the local sannyasis to their
homes. In this way there was a daily

gathering of sannyasis, amoveable fac-
ulty lunch. Lord Caitanya had always

| been absent, declining all invitations
until this one, which He gracefully
accepted to please CandrasSekhara,
Tapana Misra,and the brahmana. Here
was a timely opportunity, made pos-
sible by His own omnipotent arrange-
ment, to meet Prakasananda Sarasvati
in a congenial setting as fellow guests
at a brahmana’s home.

Tapana Misra and Candrasckhara
were overjoyed. They didn’t know how
to answer Prakasananda themselves.
Theydidn’tyet have confidence in their
own learning or debating skills. But
they had firm faith that their spiritual
master, Lord Sri Krsna Caitanya, was
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

final authority on Vedanta-siitra, acting
as His own devotee. In Bhagavad-giia

‘ He was Krsna Himself, the author and

(15.15) Krsna declares, “I am seated in
everyone’s heart, and from Me come
remembrance. knowledge, and forget-
fulness. By all the Vedas, 1 am to be
known. Indeed, I am the compiler of
Vedanta, and I am the knower of the
Vedas.”

As faithful servants of Lord Cai-
tanya, Candrasekhara and Tapana
Misra aspired to become expert preach-
ers of His mission who knew perfect-
ly and could teach that Vedanta, the
end of knowledge, is loving service to
Krsna, the supreme person, through
the chanting of His names. For now,
however, what they knew, giving them
joy and relief in anticipation, was that
Lord Caitanya, their own teacher, had
agreed to meet Prakasananda Sara-
svati, head of Varanasi’s intellectual
elite, for lunch. &

(continued in the next issue)

esec] Baseidesy

Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare

PRONUNCIATION: Ha-ray, krish-na, raw-ma (rhymes with “drama’)
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Glossary

Acarya—a spiritual master who teaches by example.

Balarama—Lord Krsna's first expansion, who acts in the
role of Lord Krsna’s elder brother.

Battle of Kuruksetra—an epic battle for rule of the
world, fought five thousand years ago.

Bhagavad-gita—the sacred book in which Lord Krsna
gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and
disciple Arjuna.

Bhakti—devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura—the spiritual mas-
ter of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

Bhakti-yoga—Ilinking with the Supreme Lord through
devotional service.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu—the incarnation of Lord Krsna
who appeared five hundred years ago to teach the

chanting of the names of God as the religion for the
present age.

Dharma—(1) ordained duties or religious principles;

(2) one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.e., devotional
service to the Lord).

Godhead—the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality,
progressively realized first as the impersonal all-
pervasive oneness, more fully as the Supersoul within
the heart of every living being, and ultimately as the
all-opulent Supreme Person.

Gurukula—a school where children learn the philosophy
and practices of Krsna consciousness along with regu-
lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the
ouru’).

Hare Krsna—the great mantra Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna. Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama.
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

ISKCON—the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness.

Japa—individual chanting of names ol God, usually
while counting on beads.

Kali-yuga—in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-
mic ages, the present and worst age, the Age of
Quarrel, of which 5,000 of 432,000 vears have passed.

Karma—material action: its inevitable reaction: or the
law by which such action and reaction are governed.

Kirtana—congregational singing of names of God, usual-
ly accompanied by cymbals (karaialas) and drums
(myrdangas).

Krsna—the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His
original transcendent form (see “Godhead™).

Mahabharata—the epic history of ancient India, a history
in which the Bhagavad-giia appears as the most
important and well-known text.

Maya—illusion; the energy of the Supreme Lord that
deludes living entities into forgetting their spiritual
nature and forgetting God.

Mayavadi—one who regards the Absolute Truth as
ultimately impersonal or void.

Modes of nature—the three qualities (goodness, passion,
and ignorance) that hold sway over all action in the
material world.

Nityananda—the incarnation of Lord Balarama who
appeared with Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Prasadam—vegetarian food that has been prepared for
the Lord and offered to Him with devotion (literally
“mercy’).

Puranas—Vedic histories.

Radharami—Lord Krsna’s consort and pleasure potency.

Rathayatra—"chariot festival™ a festival in which the
form of Krsna is borne in procession on a large
canopy-topped chariot or float, especially the festival
originating in Puri, India, for Jagannatha (Lord Krsna,
“the Lord of the universe™).

Sannyasa—the renounced life of a man who relinquishes
home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.

Sri—an honorific meaning “opulent™ (similarly: Srila,
Srimad, Sriman, §|‘imati).

Srila Prabhupada—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder-acarya of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Srimad-Bhagavatam—the most important of the eight-
cen Purdanas, which tells of the nature and pastimes
of Lord Krsna and His devotees.

Supersoul—the form of the Lord who resides in every
heart along with the individual soul.

Upanisads—the 108 essential philosophical treatises that
appear within the Vedas.

Varnasrama—the Vedic social system. It organizes socie-
ty into four occupational and four spiritual divisions
(varnas and asramas). The members of the four varnas

are the brahmanas (intellectuals and priests), the
ksatriyas (administrators and soldiers), the vaisyas
(farmers and businessmen), and the sidras (laborers
and artisans). The members of the four asramas are
the brahmacaris (celibate students), grhasthas
(married people), vanaprasthas (retired people). and
sannyasis (renunciants).

Vrndavana—the transcendental abode of Lord Krsna,
mirrored on earth as the town in India where Krsna
appeared five thousand years ago.

Vaisnava—a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the
word Visnu).

Vedas—the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord
Himself at the beginning of creation.

Vedic—pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and
related seriptures guide all aspects of human life.

Visnu—any form of the Personality of Godhead (sce
“Godhead”): the forms the Lord manifests to create
and sustain the material world.




The Vedic Personality Index:

by Dhira Govinda Dasa

HE MAY/JUNE 1998 issue of

Back to Godhead included an

article of mine on the Vedic
Personality Index (VPI). Based
primarily on Srila Prabhupada’s
translations and purports in the
Bhagavad-gita As It Is, the VPL is a
new tool for social and mental health
scientists to measure personality
traits. It uses the Vedic psychological
model of the three modes of nature.

So far, social scientists have
appreciated the VPL. Back to God-
head readers also responded well,
with more than 125 readers of the
U.S. edition taking the time to com-
plete and return the VPI survey.
Respondents received a personality
analysis based on the modes of
goodness (sattva). passion (rajas), and
ignorance (famas).

How did Back to Godhead readers
score compared with others who took
the survey? BTG readers recorded an
average sattva score of 47.18. The
other participants. including some 500
students, medical professionals, and
others, registered a sattva score of
37.7. (The higher the score, the
stronger the inclination to the parti-
cular mode of nature.) In the rajas
category. BTG readers averaged
26.72; others averaged 33.15. In the
tamas category. it was 26.1 for BTG
readers, and 29.19 for others.

I'd like to thank the BTG readers
who took the survey. Their results
allowed me to find a significant differ-

ReSpondentS tO the VPI Survey ence between Back to Godhead

readers and others. Such distinctions

SOODNESS / PASSION / DARKN

are good; we would expect that the

I'eCeiVGd 21 perSOﬂﬂ]jty ﬂﬂﬂlYSiS lives of Krsna conscious persons
would reflect a stronger presence of

that showed their inclinations based goodness and diminished effects of

passion and ignorance. Therefore, the

on the mOdeS Of gOOdﬂESS, data provided by the BTG readership

strengthened the validity of the VPI.

paSSion, and darkneSS. In a broader sense a social scien-

tist might consider that this research
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A Follow-Up Report

gives some scientific basis for pro-
moting activities in the mode of
goodness, which nourish traits such as
honesty, nonviolence, satisfaction,
sensual restraint. mental and emo-
tional equilibrium, non-aggressive
speech, and a spiritual inclination.
Sattvic people tend to be more con-
tent, and they benefit society because
they're dependable and conscien-
tious. Rajasic people tend to be more
self-centered and less capable of
controlling their senses and emotions,
leading to mood swings, greed, and
envy. Tamasic people tend toward
laziness, depression, and violence.

A New Study

The VPI. which I developed and
used in my Ph.D. research. has
proven to be a strong and consistent
measure of personality traits. For
example, a person predominantly
influenced by rajas tends to consis-
tently choose the rajasic trait across a
wide variety of questions. Conse-
quently my professors have approved
my proposal to use the VPI and
several other widely recognized per-
sonality measures in my Ph.D. proj-
ect, which involves the chanting of
Hare Krsna. In this study the sub-
jects, fewer than 10% of whom have
ever chanted Hare Krsna, will be
divided into three groups. Each sub-
ject will take the VPI and other
personality tests at the beginning and

end of the study. During the period of

the study. one group will chant a con-
cocted combination of Sanskrit sylla-
bles for a prescribed time each day.
The second group will chant the Hare
Krsna maha-mantra on beads each
day (three “rounds.” or 324 mantras).
The third group will not chant any-
thing. The VPI and other tests will
measure the changes, if any, under-
gone by subjects in each of the three
groups.

As with the VPL, I hope to prepare
a version of this study for future
publication in Back to Godhead.

Increased Faith

The VPI study comes from Srila
Prabhupada’s verse translations and
purports in chapters 14. 17, and 18 of
the Bhagavad-gita As It Is. Dovetail-
ing my research and academic endea-
vors with the Bhagavad-gita has been
enlivening and gratifying. The VPI
project has increased my faith in the
Vedic literature.

The Vedic wisdom has been so
refreshing and stimulating to my pro-
fessors that they have asked me to

give talks about it in their classes.
Undergraduates find the Bhagavad-
giia fascinating and ask many ques-
tions. One professor thanked me for
“getting their motors running.” Dur-
ing my research I realized how much
the academic world can appreciate
the comprehensive and impeccable
logic of Krsna consciousness. &

Dhira Govinda Dasa lives with his
family in Alachua, Florida, where in
addition to his Ph.D. studies in social
work, he is employed as a social
worker and serves on the board of
directors for the ISKCON community
and the Vaisnava Day School.

)

BTG Readers
Others

.

fattva

Rajas

Tamas
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Prayer to
Lord Nrsirhhadeva

Text and art by Maharani Devi Dasi

My faith is in Your feet and the nails of Your toes, Lord Nrsimhadeva;
Please protect me.

My faith is in Your pillar-like legs and lotus petal-like chest, Lord Nrsimhadeva;
Please direct me.

My faith is in Your arms and Your razor-sharp claws, Lord Nrsimhadeva;
Please destroy my obstacles.

My faith is in Your mane and roaring red mouth, Lord Nrsimhadeva;
Please vanquish my fears.

My faith is in Your gnashing teeth and Your burning golden eyes, Lord Nrsimhadeva;
Please give me strength.

I am confused, Lord Nrsimhadeva;
I place myself beneath Your feet.
Please dispel my confusion.
I am sad, Lord Nrsimhadeva;
I beg You to stamp out my sadness.
I am frightened, Lord Nrsimhadeva;
I beg You to take me into Your lotus hands

and destroy my fears with Your all-powerful claws.

I'am in illusion, Lord Nrsimhadeva;
Please let Your glaring effulgence
Destroy my illusions.

My dear Lord Nrsimhadeva, [ am afraid;
I depend upon You, I take shelter of You,
Without You I cannot exist.
Let me take shelter under Your feet,
Let Your roar tell me what I should do,
Protect me with Your slashing claws.
Only You can help me.
My faith lies only in You. €

Lord Nrsimmhadeva is Lord Krsna's ferocious half-man, half-lion incarnation. He appeared to protect the saint Prahlida
Sfrom Hiranyakasipu, Prahlada’s evil father. Although Nrsithhadeva is feared by the demoniac, He is worshiped with love
by the faithful devotees. This year, devotees will celebrate the anniversary of Lord Nrsimhadeva’s appearance on April 29.

Maharani Dasi is the nineteen-year-old daughter of BTG columnist Hare Krsna Dasi. She attended the Gita Nagari
gurukula (school) and is currently a student at The School of Visual Arts in New York City. (The painting on the opposite
page is a batik—watercolor on cloth.)
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WHAT'S A
WOMAN TO DO?

How may Krsna conscious women serve the Lord?

by Visakha Devi Dasi

“These women are not ordinary women. They are preachers.

They are Vaisnavas. By their association one becomes a Vaisnava.”

(Srila Prabhupada, morning walk, March 27, 1974)

-

RILA PRABHUPADA, India’s greatest emissary to the Western world, set up in
the West not only asramas and temples, but an entire spiritual society. To do this
he inspired women as well as men to become devotees of Lord Krsna. He autho-

rized women to live in asramas and serve the Lord in a wide variety of ways, some of

them unconventional, although exactly in line with Lord Krsna’s teachings.

What is the position of women in the International Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness (ISKCON), the society Srila Prabhupada founded? To answer, let’s first look at
the purposes of ISKCON. In its founder’s vision, the members of ISKCON dedicate
themselves to practicing spiritual life and distributing spiritual knowledge and tech-
niques to others. Srila Prabhupada taught that real spiritual life means to render tran-
scendental devotional service to the Supreme Lord, Sri Krsna. Devotional service
entails engaging all our senses in the service of the Lord, the master of the senses. That
service purifies our senses and frees us from all material designations. So by teaching
devotional service, Srila Prabhupada showed that he wanted all his followers—men,
women, and children—to become free from all material designations and regain their
original pure identity.

Another way to understand Srila Prabhupada’s message and mission is to reflect
on the Sanskrit word dharma. Dharma is the essential function or nature of a thing.
One can say that the “dharma” of fire is heat, the “dharma” of water, liquidity, and the
“dharma” of sugar, sweetness.

What is the dharma of the living being? To render service. Srila Prabhupada writes,

Montage by Yamaraja Dasa
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Srila Prabbupada’s teachings enable people
to get out of the limited sphere of material bondage
and meet the Supreme Lord.

We can easily see that every living
being is constantly engaged in ren-
dering service to another living be-
ing. A living being serves other living
beings in various capacities. By do-
ing so, the living entily enjoys life.
The lower animals serve human be-
ings as servants serve their master.
... One friend serves another friend,
the mother serves the son, the wife
serves the husband, the husband
serves the wife, and so on. If we go
on searching in this spirit, it will be
seen that there is no exception in
the society of living beings to the
activity of service . . . and therefore
we can safely conclude that service
is the constant companion of the
living being and that the rendering
of service is the eternal religion
[dharmal] of the living being.”
(Bhagavad-gita As It Is,
Introduction)

In the material world every living
being dwells within a body made of
material elements. Each of usisaliving
being (soul), now covered with a gross
and subtle material body. Because of
our original nature, which is spiritual,
and our covering, which is material,
each of us has two types of dharma:
eternal (sanatana) dharma, our spiri-
tual service to the Supreme spirit, Lord
Sri Krsna; and our own (sva) dharma,
the appropriate service for our particu-
lar mind, intelligence, and senses.

Lord Krsna says (Bhagavad-gita
4.13) that one’s qualities and activities,
not one’s birth, determine one's sva-
dharma. According to the qualities and
activities of human beings, the Lord
created four general types of occupa-
tion for the smooth functioning of
human society: brahmanas (learned
priests, teachers, and advisors), ksat-
riyas (government leaders and military
men), vaisyas (farmers, businessmen,
and cow-protectors), and sadras (la-
borers and artisans). (In our present
confused age, many people don’t fit
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neatly into any one occupation but ex-
press their talents in several areas.)

THE HUSBAND-WIFE TEAM

Whatever one’s position in this soci-
etal system, those who fill the various
roles generally do not do so alone, but
together, as a husband-wife team. Men
and women of compatible natures and
propensities marry, and the wife assists
her husband and takes primary charge
of the home and children. Srila Prabhu-
pada writes,“A wife should not only be
equal to her husband in age, character,
and qualities, but must be helpful to
him in his household duties.” (Srimad-
Bhagavatan 3.22.11, Purport) And the
Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.60.15) de-
clares, “Marriage and friendship are
proper between two people who are
equal in terms of their wealth, birth,
influence, physical appearance, and

capacity for good progeny, but never |

between a superior and an inferior.”
So a brahmana’s wife is like a mother
for her husband’s students, the queen
is considered a mother by the citizens,
the agricultural women are expert in
using milk and other products of the
cows and land, and so forth. In this
way husband and wife are fully en-
gaged, and in a society composed of
such families, peace. happiness, [ulfill-
ment, and a cooperative spirit prevail.

Yet our sva-dharmais not complete
unless also bonded with sanatana-
dharma. ~“The occupational activities a
man performs according to his own
position are only so much useless labor
il they do not provoke attraction for
the message of the Personality of God-
head.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.2.8) In
explaining this verse, Srila Prabhupada
writes,

The self [soul] is beyond the gross
body and subtle mind. He is the po-
tent active principle of the body and
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mind. Without knowing the need of
the dormant soul, one cannot be
happy simply with emolument of the
body and mind. The body and the
mind are but superfluous outer cov-
erings of the spirit soul. The spirit
soul’s needs must be fulfilled. Simply
by cleansing the cage of the bird, one
does not satisfy the bird. One must
actually know the needs of the bird
himself.

The need of the spirit soul is that
he wants to get out of the limited
sphere of material bondage and ful-
fill his desire for complete freedom.
He wants to get out of the covered
walls of the greater universe. He
wants to see the [ree light and the
spirit. That complete freedom is
achieved when he meets the com-
plete spirit, the Personality of
Godhead.

Srila Prabhupada founded ISKCON
to this end: to enable people to get out
of the limited sphere of material bond-
age and meet the Supreme Lord. Al-
though in the renounced order of life
(sannyasa), Srila Prabhupada arranged
and sometimes conducted the mar-
riages of his disciples. And he engaged
these young people in myriad services
according to both their propensities
(sva-dharma) and their service to the
Lord (sanatana-dharma). Under Srila
Prabhupada’s direction, devotee men
and women served as artists, writers,
typists, speakers, singers. managers,
Deity caretakers,book distributors,and
so on. For example,my husband, Yadu-
vara Dasa, and [, both trained photog-
raphers, served in ISKCON together,
my husband as a cinematographer, and
[ as the photographer and sound tech-
nician. We sometimes filmed and pho-
tographed Srila Prabhupada, who more
than once commented, “Husband and
wile working together in Krsna con-
sciousness—this is very nice.”

Another example: When three mar-
ried couplessuccessfullystarted a Krsna



conscious center in London, Srila
Prabhupada praised their efforts. He
noted that his spiritual master had

wanted a center in London many years |
before, but his spiritual master’s san- |

nyasi disciples had been unsuccessful
in starting one. Srila Prabhupada’s
young. Western Krsna conscious house-
holders had succeeded where mature
Indian renunciants had not.

Srila Prabhupada’s vision was for
his disciples to marry and serve the
Lord together in harmony. He writes,
“A wife is necessary to assist in spiri-
tual and material advancement. It is
said that a wife yields the fulfillment
of all desires in religion, economic de-
velopment, and sense gratification. If
one has a nice wife, he is to be consid-
ered a most fortunate man.” (Srimad-
Bh'(?;;m'frfrmr 3.21.15, Purport) Srila
Prabhupadawanted to see happy Krsna
conscious couples of like dispositions
and proclivities offering their services
to the Lord, making their home condu-
cive for spiritual life, raising their chil-
dren to be godly, and making gradual,
solid spiritual advancement.

SERVICE WITH PROTECTION

While this ideal is quite attractive
formost people.italsoraises questions.
What, if anything, can a woman do
beyond assisting her husband. beyond
her housework, and beyond her sa-
cred duties as a mother? And what of
women who are unmarried, widowed,
married but childless, or married with
grown children? Their services to their
children are nonexistent or minimal,
and their services in the home also
minimal.

In answer, the first point is that
women must always be protected. Srila

Prabhupada criticized the so-called |

woman'’s liberation movement, which
encourages women to become unpro-
tected and thusavailable to be exploited
by unscrupulous men. Srila Prabhupada
noted how the unwanted progeny from
such unfortunate combinations are an
embarrassment for the government,
which is obliged to provide for many
husbandless mothers and fatherless
children. In the culture Srila Prabhu-
padaintroduced, a young manis trained
to be a responsible, first-class person.
He then marries a compatible, faithful

youngwoman. Insucha culture women
are protected and children grow up in
a peaceful, stable, two-parent home.
Yet it is certainly possible for a
woman to be protected and at the same
time toserve the Lord according to her
unique ability. Srila Prabhupada en-
couraged and occasionally insisted that
hiswomen discipleslead kirtanas, speak
in public. and distribute his books. And
while Srila Prabhupada disapproved
of women leading a country, he found

| no fault with women being leaders
| within hisspiritual society. For example,

in the late 1960s, when his movement
was still quite young, he put one of his
first women disciples, Yadurani Devi
Dasi, in charge of all the men and
women artists creating paintings to
illustrate his books.

A little later, in the spring of 1970,
when Srila Prabhupada was forming
the Governing Body Commission
(GBC) as the management arm of

Gita Nagari Institute

JUNE 17-21,1999

At ISKCON’s Gita Nagari Farm
in Port Royal, Pennsylvania, USA

COURSES AND INSTRUCTORS:

Bhakti Tirtha Swami —
A Spiritual Response to Y2K & Earth Changes
Romapada Swami —

Tuttva Sandarbha, Prameya Khanda
Drutakarma Dasa —
Slide-Illustrated Lectures on Forbidden Archeology,
Human Devolution, and Divine Nature
Krsna Lila Devi Dasi —
Communication in Devotional Service
Ravindra Svartipa Dasa —

Selections from Srimad-Bhagavatam
Santosa Dasa (Prof. Guy Beck) —

The Role of Bhajana in the Gaudiya Vaisnava Tradition

Various Instructors — Vegetarian Cooking

ALSO:
Gita Nagar1 Retreat — April 2-4 (Easter Weekend)
Transcendental association. discussion,
kirtana, prasadam, and more.

INSTITUTE: $85 at the door. $70 if yvou register before April 15.
RETREAT: $50 per person, $90 per couple, children under 12 free.
For registration information, contact Krsna Lila Devi Dast;
phone/fax (212) 353-1464, e-mail krsna-1@ix.netcom.com
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ISKCON. he included women on the
list of disciples he was considering for
the position.

When asked if a woman could be-
come atemple president (Chicago. July
5,1975),Srila Prabhupada replied,“ Yes,
why not?” and then explained that a
woman should remain dependent on
either her first-class father. first-class
husband. or first-class son. (In the final
analysis, only the Supreme Lord, Sri
Krsna. is independent, but Vedic cul-
ture specifically enjoins that women
should remain dependent on their inti-
mate male relation.)

Here Srila Prabhupada states that a
woman may be a temple president, but
he also says that she also must be de-
pendent. Is this contradictory? To gain
some insight, we can turn to a conver-
sation between Vallabha Bhatta,
Advaita Acarya, and Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu:

One day Vallabha Bhatta said to
Advaita Acarya,*Every living entity is
female [prakrti] and considers Krsna
her husband [pati]. It is the duty of a
chaste wife, devoted to her husband,
not to utter her husband’s name, but all
of you chant the name of Krsna. How
can thisbe called areligious principle?”

Advaita Acarya responded, “In
front of you is Lord Caitanya Maha-
prabhu, the personification of religious
principles. You should ask Him, for He
will give you the proper answer.”

Hearing this, Lord Caitanya Maha-
prabhusaid,”My dear Vallabha Bhatta,
vou do not know religious principles.
Actually, the first duty of a chaste
woman is to carry out the order of her
husband.The order of Krsnais to chant
His name incessantly. Therefore one
who is chaste and adherent to the hus-
band Krsnamust chant the Lord’s name,
for she cannot deny the husband’s
order.” (Caitanya-caritamyta, Antya-lila
7.103-7)

Similarly, under the guidance of her
spiritual master, a chaste, Krsna con-
scious woman encouraged by her Krsna
conscious father, husband, or son may
render whatever service she’s qualified
to do, whether as a mother, a cook, a
temple president,a GBC, or a spiritual
master.

In a letter to Silavati Devi (June 14,
lQGQ),S!‘ila Prabhupada wrote."Now if
you can induce all the women of Los
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Angelestoplace analtarin theirhomes
and help their husbands have peaceful,
happy home life in Krsna conscious-
ness, that will be very great service for
vou. The actual system is that the hus-
band is the spiritual master to his wife,
but il the wife can bring her husband
into practicing this process. then itis all
right that the husband accepts the wife
as the spiritual master. Caitanya Maha-
prabhu hassaid thatanyone who knows
the science of Krsnashouldbe accepted
as spiritual master, regardless of any
material so-called qualifications, such
as rich or poor, man or woman, or
brahmana or siidra.”

This same point was confirmed
again, years later (June 18,1976), when
Professor O'Connell of the University
of Toronto asked Prabhupada, “Is it
possible, Swamiji, for a woman to be a
guruinthe line of disciplicsuccession?”

Srila Prabhupéada replied, “Yes.
Jahnava Devi was Nityananda’s wife.
She became. [Jahnava Devi was an ini-
tiating spiritual master who had male
disciples.] If she is able to go to the
highest perfection of life, why it is not
possible to become a guru? But not so
many. Actually one who has attained
the perfection, she can become a guru.
But man or woman. unless one has
attained the perfection . . . Yei krsna-
tattva-vettasei guru haya. The qualifica-
tion of the guru is that he must be fully
cognizant of the science of Krsna.Then
he or she can become a guru. Yei krsna-
tattva-vettd, sei guru haya. In the mate-
rial world, is there any prohibition that
a woman cannot become a professor?
If she is qualified, she can become a
professor. What is the wrong there?
She must be qualified. That is the posi-
tion. So similarly. if the woman under-
stands Krsna consciousness perfectly,
she can become a guru.”

In spiritual circles one’s sex is not a
disqualification.

As being dependent and being a
leader are not necessarily contradic-
tory, so being protected and being a
leader are also not contradictory. A
woman can be protected (as all women
must be throughout their lives) and yet
be a leader also. In Srila Prabhupada
words, “The child must be taken care
of. That is good. Similarly, woman also.
And an old man like myself—I am
always taken care of ... That is civiliza-



A woman sincerely and seriously
serving the Lord in whatever capacity she chooses
should be honored and encouraged.

tion.” Although a topmost Vaisnava,
Srila Prabhupada here humbly identi-
fies himself as an “old man.” And since
old men are one of the five groups
society must protect (the other four
being cows, women, children, and
brahmanas), Srila Prabhupada sees
himsell as protected. Yet at the same
time he was an unparalleled leader.

In the Hare Krsna movement. Srila
Prabhupada trained men to see all
women excepl their own wife respect-
fully as “mother,” and women to see all
men except their hunbands respect-
fully as their “sons.” As the son’s duty is
to protect his mother, so one of the
duties of Srila Prabhupada’s men is to
protect Srila Prabhupada’s women. A
devotee-woman leader is protected by
her husband and her “sons.”

THE PLATFORM
OF EQUALITY

Therefore in the Lord’s spiritual
society and for His pleasure. a woman
may do whatever service is suited to
her. While this principle may seem
straightforward and clear, to some it is
a point of great controversy. They be-
lieve that a woman’s birth precludes
her from doing certain services for the
Lord, even though she may be quali-
fied for them. Sometimes such thinking
is culturally based. For example, tradi-
tionally in India women don’t perform
certain Deity services in the temple—a
standard Srila Prabhupada respected
there. But often the thinking comes
from the male ego.which Srila Prabhu-
pada identified as “the temperament
of always wanting to be in a superior
position.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 9.3.10,
Purport).

To function successfully in such a
difficult milieu,awoman spiritual leader
must be astute, guileless, sensitive, soft-
hearted. clear-headed, and fixed in
Krsna consciousness, seeing herself as
aservant of all. Her saving grace is her

e o 0

natural,humble service attitude,as well
as her gracious and urgently needed
contribution to Srila Prabhupada’s so-
ciety.

Srila Prabhupada founded ISKCON
so that devotees could please the Su-
preme Lord, Sri Krsna, by serving Him
with devotion. The Lord is pleased by
all service sincerely rendered to Him;
in one sense there are no superior and
inferior services. And from the per-
spective of the Lord and His pure devo-
tees, all the Lord’s servants are equal.
Srila Prabhupada explains,“Therefore
in the bhaktiplatform, Krsnaconscious-
ness, there is no such distinction: ‘Here
is an American, here is an Indian, here
is an African, here is this and that.” No.
Everyone is Krsna conscious. So actu-
ally if we want equality. fraternity, then
we must come to Krsna consciousness.
This is the purpose of the Krsna con-
sciousness movement. And actually it
is becoming a fact. These boys and
girls are no longer thinking they are
American or European or Canadian or
Australian or Indian. They are equal.
So il you want equality, fraternity.
friendship, love and perfection. the
solution to all problems—economic,
political, social, religious—then come
to Krsna consciousness. Come to this
platform. Then all your ambitions will
be fulfilled. and you will be perfect.”
(Lecture on Bhagavad-gita 13.4)

Let us be enlightened by the per-
spective Srila Prabhupada reveals in
this conversation:

Srila Prabhupada: In the spiritual
platform there is no such distinction
—man, woman, or black, white. or
big or small. No. Everyone is spirit
soul. Pandital sama-darsinal. Vidya-
vinayva-sampanne brahmane gavi has-
tini suni caiva sva-pake ca panditah.
One who is actually learned is sama-
darsinal. He does not make any dis-
tinction. But as far as our material
body is concerned. there must be
some distinction for keeping the
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society in order.
Woman: The women could become
panditas, then?
Prabhupada: Oh.yes. Te ‘pi vanti par-
anm gatim. Not only become—she can
also attain perfection. There is no
such restriction. Krsna said.
Woman: Do you have any panditas
in the Western movement?
Prabhupada: There are so many
Western women. girls, in our society.
They are chanting. dancing, taking to
Krsna consciousness. Of course, be-
cause superficially, bodily. there is
some distinction, we keep women
separate from men. that's all. Other-
wise, the rights are the same.”

(June 18, 1976, Toronto)

To help them stay fixed on the goal
of life—rendering pure, uninterrupted
devotional service to Krsna—men and
women should not mix (except if they
are married). but they have the same
rights. What is the most important
right? The right—the privilege—to
serve the Lord according to their pro-
pensity. according to their heart’s de-
sire. Ultimately the real occupational
duty. dharma, of women is the dharma
of all living beings: to eternally serve
Krsna. A woman sincerely and seri-
ously serving the Lord in whatever
capacity she chooses should be hon-
ored and encouraged. In his Purport
to S‘mH(m"—th?gm"(m;m 7.5.12, Prabhu-
pada writes, “Everyone should be al-
lowed to render service to the Lord to
the best of his ability, and everyone
should appreciate the service of others.
Such are the activities of Vaikuntha
[the spiritual world]. Since everyone is
aservant, everyone is on the same plat-
form and is allowed to serve the Lord
according to his ability.” 3

Visakha Devi Dasi has been contribut-
ing articles and photographs to BTG

for more than twenty years. She and her
family live in New Dvaraka, the Hare

Krsna community in Los Angeles.
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The Most
Honorable Person
On Earth

King Yudhisthira must decide who will be
honored first at his great sacrifice.

Translated from Sanskrit
by Hridayananda Dasa Goswami

The sage Vaisampayana is telling the history of

the Pandavas to their great-grandson, King Jana-
mejaya. As the narration continues, Vaisampayana
describes the great Rajastiva sacrifice of King
Yudhisthira, now emperor of the world.

UDHISTHIRA ROSE to receive his grand-

father Bhisma and his teacher Drona, and

having respectfully greeted them, he spoke
these words to Bhisma, Drona, Krpa. Asvatthama,
Duryodhana. and Vivimsati:

“In this sacrifice you must all give me your
mercy, for whatever wealth is mine in this world
is yours, as am I mysell. So all of you. as you de-
sire, please encourage me in this affair without
constraint.”

Aftersaying this, the first-born son of Pandu was
initiated for the rite, and then he engaged all his
guests in fitting responsibilitics. He gave Duhsa-
sana responsibility for all the food, and he assigned
Asvatthama to the reception of brahmanas. He
completely entrusted to Safjaya the task of wel-

coming kings, and to the great thinkers Bhisma and
Drona he gave the job of discerning what was to be
done and what was not tobe done. King Yudhisthira
had Krpa inspect the gold coins,bullion.and jewels
and distribute priestly rewards and general charity.
Andinthe same way he assigned the other tigerlike
men various duties.

Under Nakula’s guidance, Bahlika, Dhrtarastra,
Somadatta,and Jayadratha enjoyed themselveslike
lords in their own estates. Vidura, knower of all
righteous principles, took charge of paying all the
employees the state had hired for the occasion, and
Duryodhana meticulously received the precious
gifts brought by guests.

All the world had come there, wishing to enjoy
the ultimate reward and desiring to see the assem-
bly hall and King Yudhisthira, the Pandava who
was the king of virtue. No one brought less than a
thousand presents, and with many jewels the re-
spectable guests enriched Dharmaraja Yudhisthira.
“It is especially by my gifts of jewels that Yudhi-
sthira will accomplish the sacrifice!”™ In this way,

[llustration by Puskara Dasa
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Lord Krsna is worshiped at the Rajastiya sacrifice.



(haracters in This Episode

Asévatthama—the son of Drona

Bahlika—the brother of King Santanu (Bhisma’s father)

Bhisma—the grand-uncle of the Pandavas (though usually referred to
as their grandfather)

Dhrtarastra—the uncle of the Pandavas whose blindness disqualified
him from ascending the throne

Drona—the military teacher of the Pandavas and the Kurus
Duhsasana—the second eldest Kuru (the sons of Dhrtarastra)

Duryodhana—the eldest Kuru

Jayadratha—an ally of the Kuru’s married to their sister. Duhsala
Krpa—a great brahmana who became a general in the Kuru army
Nakula—one of the five Pandava brothers (a twin)

Narada
the universe

aliberated sage and great devotee of Krsna who freely travels

Sahadeva—one of the five Pandavas (a twin)

Sanjaya—Dhrtarastra’s secretary

Somadatta—the son of Bahlika

Vidura—Dhrtarastra’s brother and a saintly well-wisher of the Pandavas
Vivimsati—one of Dhrtarastra’s one hundred sons

Yudhisthira

rivaling one another, the kings gave
riches to Yudhisthira.

EXTRAORDINARY OPULENCE

The sacrificial area of the great soul
Yudhisthira shone with splendor. For
the world’s rulers there were mansions
guarded by armies and rising high with
the most excellent palatial domes and
turrets; the brahmanas’ dwellings re-
sembled heavenly shrines, for they
were endowed with assorted jewels
and supreme opulence. Monarchs cov-
ered with exceeding wealth and opu-
lence further beautified the sacrificial
grounds.

Yudhisthira rivaled the god Varuna
in opulence. With abundant gifts for
the priests, he offered sacrifice with the
six-flamed rite. And he fully satisfied all
the people with opulent gifts that
fulfilled all desires. Provided with ample
food in many varieties, that vast gather-
ing was filled with people who had
dined to their satisfaction and received
appropriate gifts of gems. As the great
sages performed the holyrite, the demi-
gods too were satisfied as the priests
invoked them by casting relreshing
streams of clear butter into the sacred
fire to the accompaniment of the
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the eldest of the Pandava brothers

learned and skillful intonation of man-
tras. And as did the demigods, so did
the wise bralumanas find satisfaction in
the priestly gifts of food and greatriches.
Indeed, all the social classes found sat-
isfaction in that sacrifice,and they were
filled with delight.

LOoRD KRSNA
RECEIVES FIRST WORSHIP

Then on a fitting commencement
day, the brahmanas, all great sages,
entered the sacrificial grounds with
the kings to inaugurate the main rite.
With Narada at the head, the sages
and saintly kings sat together within
the holy arena of the exalted Yudhi-
sthira. They all looked handsome and

| splendid. Assembled like the hosts of

demigods in the mansion of the creator
Brahma, those godly sages of unmeas-
ured might devotedly sat there. and
during the intervals between proceed-
ings they conversed.

“This is the way it is!”

“No. it’s not like that!™

“So it is, and not otherwise!”

Thus the many sages passed the
time debating. With reasons based sol-
idly on scripture, some turned weak
arguments into strong ones, and vi-
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brant arguments into thin ones. In that
gathering, brilliant sages demolished ar-
guments well established by othersages,

like eagles tearing up their sky-borne

prey. There were sages of grand vows,
the best of those who know all the Vedas,
who took pleasure in narrating topics
richly endowed with both religious
principles and practical profit.

Filled with demigods, brahmanas, and
noble sages, the sacrificial ground ap-
peared like the clearsky filled with stars.
Indeed, in those sacrificial precincts, in
that dwelling of Yudhisthira, there was
not a single uncultured man. nor one
who had broken a religious vow.

Learned Yudhisthira was a king of
virtue, and the fortune of that lucky
man was born of the performance of
sacrifice. Seeing this, the sage Narada
was satisfied. O monarch of men, as
Narada looked upon all the royal war-
riors who had assembled there. he went
deep into thought. He remembered
the discussion that had taken place in
the abode of Brahma. the very discus-
sion that concerned the incarnation of
empowered expansions of the demi-
gods and of the Supreme Lord Him-
sell. Understanding that he was seeing
an assembly of the demigods, he re-
called the lotus-eyed Lord Krsna, the
almighty Lord Narayana Himself. The
omniscient conqueror of the cities of
His enemies, and the slayer of the en-
emies of His appointed agents the
demigods. now keeping His promise,
had taken birth as a prince of the earth.
He was the maker of all creatures, the
Lord Himself who in the past had in-
structed the demigods,“Having defeated
one another, you will regain your
worlds.”

Lord Krsna took birth on the earth
in the House of Yadu. as the best of aris-
tocrats, in the dynasty of the Andhakas
and Vrsnis. He shone with supreme
opulence, as the moon, sovereign of
the stars, shines in their midst. Indra
and all the other demigods worship
the strength of His arms, and now He
Himself is staying on the earth as if a
human being. and He is smashing the
enemies of the world.

“What an extraordinary lact this is!
The self-existing Lord Himsell will re-
claim the royal order with all its armed
might.”

Thus Narada, knower of right.



thought in this way, realizing that it is
the Lord, Narayana, who is to be wor-
shiped by all sacrifices. There in the
magnificent sacrificial arena of Yudhi-
sthira, the wise king of justice, the
greatly intelligent Narada remained.
Narada is the recipient of much honor,
for he is the very best of those who
know justice.

Then Bhisma said to Dharmaraja
Yudhisthira, “O Bharata, let the wor-
thy kings be glorified properly. Author-
ities say, O Yudhisthira, that the king,
the teacher, the priest. the relative, the
dear friend, and a brahmana who has
completed his studies—these six are
worthy of being honored with the gift
of arghya.* When these persons have
come to visit and have dwelled with
their guest for one year, they then de-
serve such worship. These people came
to us a considerable time ago. O king,
let the arghya be brought and pre-
sented to them one by one: indeed. let
it be brought at first to the very best of
them.”

Yudhisthira said, “O grandfather.
son of the Kurus, please tell me whom
you consider best suited to receive this
honorable gift, now being brought.”

Atthattime Bhisma,son of Santanu,
reaching his conclusion with keen in-
telligence, concluded that Krsna of the
Vrsni dynasty was the most honorable
person on the earth.

“By His splendor, strength. and
heroic deeds He blazes forth among
all those assembled here, like the lu-
minous sun amidst the stars. It is cer-
tainly Krsna who has illumined and
engladdened this assembly, like the
sun appearing in a sunless region or a
breeze blowing in a windless place.”

And so, with direct permission of
Bhisma. the fierce Sahadeva rightfully
offered the supreme honors to Lord
Krsna, who accepted them. following
the procedure directed in scripture.

Hridayananda Dasa Goswami, who
holdsa Ph.D.in Indology from Harvard
University, occasionally teaches at the
Graduate Theological Union in Berke-
ley, California, and has been a visiting
lecturer at the University of California
at Los Angeles.

*A beverage made of auspicious ingredients
that is offered to highly respected persons.

The VIHE Bhakti Sastri Courses

August 15— November 30, 1999, SriVndavana Dhama (Open to Men and Women)

e Study Srila Prabhupada’s Books in Depth
e Earn a Bhakti Sastri Degree

e Learn to Teach Krsna Consciousness Effectively
* Develop Vaisnava Character

The VIHE Bhakti Sastri Course teaches Bhagavad-gita, The
Nectar of Devotion, The Nectar of Instruction, and Sri Iso-
panisad. The teachers have a deep understanding of their
subjects and follow a well prepared curriculum and study
guide from the Ministry of Education. Men’s and women'’s
classes are taught separately.

At the end of the course, students may take the Ministry
of Education Bhakti Sastri exam.

Students may attend the Karttika semester of the VIHE
and take classes on scripture, music, preaching, teaching,
management, communication, Deity worship, and more.
These classes are optional and paid for separately.

The cost of the entire course, including classes, materials,
and visits to holy places, is Rs. 10,000 (approximately $240).
This does not include room, meals, or Karttika courses.

Requirements are strict sadhana, a renounced attitude,
brahminical tendencies, and a proficiency in English. Candi-
dates must also have a recommendation from a senior devo-
tee who knows them well and are required to register and
be approved by the VIHE administration. Registration
deadline is June 30. For information on registration, living
arrangements, and other details contact:

VIHE
Krishna Balaram Mandir
Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg

“| found this to be an invaluable
transcendental experience. |'d
thoroughly recomment it to others
who wish to enrich their spiritual
lives.” — Prabhavisou Swami

Raman Reti, Vrindavan
Mathura, UP 281 124, India
Phone: +91 (0565) 445002
E-mail: vihe@com.bbt.se

Website: www.iskcon.net/vihe

“Vrindavan Institute for Higher Education
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CHILDREN NEED LOTS of love.
Love your children, and then love
them some more. [U's said that every
great man had a mother who gave
him much love.

We often hear such glorification of
love. But what does love really
mean? The stereotype of a smiling
parent holding a child with great care
is not the complete picture of
parental love. Judith Viorst, writing in
Newsweek, says, It didn’t take me
long to learn that patient, tender,
loving, serene, and empathic weren't
always options for the mother of
three intensely physical boys.”

Some adults spoil or ruin children
through what appears to be lots of
love. And some adults are harsh. even
cruel. in the name of love.

Perhaps the dictionary will help us
understand real love. Webster’s first
definition for love is “a strong affec-
tion for another arising out of kin-
ship.” In other words, we tend to love
our family and relatives. While such
love is natural for embodied, materi-
ally conditioned souls, it’s imperfcct
for two reasons. First, it’s based solely
on the body, and second, it’s based
solely on bodies related to our own,
s0 it’s simply extended selfishness.
When our love for children rests only
on a selfish, material platform, we’ll
inevitably act in ways we [eel are best
for us, not necessarily for our
children. Surely this love is inad-
equate for those aspiring for spiritual
elevation.

Webster also defines love as
“warm attachment, enthusiasm, or
devotion.” While devotion here could
imply a sense of serving another
person unselfishly, it also conjures up
a picture of the doting mother who
smothers her child with so much

§chooling Krsna’s Children

enthusiastic care that the child never
really grows up.

Webster’s most applicable defi-
nition is “unselfish loyal and bene-
volent concern for the good of
another.” The dictionary’s example is
that of God’s love for man. If we ac-
cept this as a good definition of genu-
ine love. we can then ask, “How does
Krsna love His children, all living
beings? And from Krsna's example,
what can we learn about the best way
to love our own children?”

Krsna stays with and cares for all

Visakha Devi Dasi

His children, the obedient and the
offensive. He perfectly reciprocates
with the desires and inclinations of
each soul. If we are fully devoted to
Him, He will appear in the form and
relationship we desire. If we wish to
be an independent lord, He will give
us an opportunity to be Lord Brah-
ma, the head of a material universe.
Krsna knows each of us complete-
ly, and He directs our wanderings
from lifetime to lifetime, letting us
experience enough suffering and
frustration to eventually turn to Him.
He also arranges for all human be-
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How to Love Children

by Urmila Devi Dasi

ings to have access to scripture and
saintly persons. He even comes Him-
self to teach the most beneficial path.

To follow the Lord’s example
when dealing with children, we can
show love by guiding them in the best
course of action and the best mental-
ity. We can also set the best example.
To some extent we can teach our
children by letting them experience
the natural consequences of their
actions and desires. Or, better, we can
help them learn without direct
experience. Whenever a child shows a
desire to act to please Krsna and
follow the scriptures, we can encour-
age and assist.

What is truly good for a child is
the same as what is truly good for all
beings—to realize that one is a spiri-
tual being, not a material body, and
to serve Krsna rather than the
temporary world. When we train a
child in such a life, we represent
Krsna's love.

What about the small, sweet
tokens of affection that materially
illusioned adults show their children?
Do the spiritually-minded abandon
these as mere attachment and
bondage? Not at all. Looking at
Krsna's example again. we can see
that when He shows His love for us
in small ways, we naturally feel
gratitude, understanding that He
cares for us fully. Similarly, the hugs,
smiles, little gifts. words of endear-
ment, and time spent playing to-
gether show our children a depth of
personal concern, a complete love.

Urmila Devi Dast and her family run
a school in North Carolina. She is
the major author and compiler of
Vaikuntha Children, a guide to Krsna
conscious education for children.



HI—LR E ARE SOME experiences and
realizations of devotees who give
people Krsna consciousness through
books by Srila Prabhupada and his
followers.

Two Forms of the Lord

One day in Prague in 1996 [ was
supposed to be distributing books,
but I couldn’t get up the nerve to ap-
proach anyone. After a while I
became upset with myself.

“How can you just sit here while
these people walking by are search-
ing for the very books you're holding
in your hands? Do something!™

At last [ pulled myself together
and showed a book to a young man
hurrying back to work. He was inter-
ested in the books, so he invited me
to his shop. an alternative gift shop,
full of oriental and Indian gifts. His
two colleagues also liked the books,
but no one was willing to buy them.

[ showed them a painting from
Srimad- Bhagavatam of Lord Visnu
on the back of Garuda. and [ began
to narrate a story about Lord Visnu.

Suddenly one of the shop assis-
tants exclaimed, “Hey, He looks like
ours!”

They took me upstairs to a statue
covered with cloth. One of them
uncovered the statue, and there He
was—Lord Visnu standing on the
back of Garuda, ready to release His
Sudarsana disc.

[ cried out, “Visnu!™ and bowed
down.

Someone entered the shop, and
the shop assistants went down to
look after him. I stayed alone with
the Lord and prayed to Him for His
mercy to allow me to distribute some
books to these people. They returned
and told me it was my last chance to

Help from the Lord

compiled by Navina Nirada Dasa

see Him, because a twelve-year-old
girl had already bought Him and was
picking Him up that night.

With renewed enthusiasm I
showed them all the books again.
This time they were really inspired.
The Lord was very merciful, and they
took seventeen books between them.
So the young girl wasn’t the only one
to take the Lord home that night. The
shopkeepers took Him home in His
form as Srimad-Bhagavatam, the
form by which He resides in millions
of homes around the world.

Padmamali Dasa (Prague, CZ)

Never too Late

We were going from house to
house in a small town, Turnov, Czech
Republic. When [ rang the bell of a
old villa, no one answered the door,
so [ turned to the next house.

Then I heard, “Is someone there?”

I saw an old woman peering out
the window.

She said, “I'll go to the door.”

It took her five minutes to walk
from the window to the door. She
apologized.

“I'm almost eighty years old. and
['ve got Parkinson’s discase.”

[ showed her the First Canto of
S!'EHm‘(r’-HJ"F(E‘E!(H'(H(H??‘ and she ex-
claimed, “Oh, that's Bhagavad-gita
and mighty Arjuna with wise Krsna.”

She told me she had read the
Bhagavad-gita as a young student,

“I was always interested in these
subjects but never got the opportu-
nity to go deep into them. So now I'll
take your books.”

She thanked me and said, “Finally,
before I die, I'll understand the
Absolute Truth.”

In the afternoon I brought her
some prasadam and incense and
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Book Distribution

| wished her luck in her pursuit of the

Absolute Truth.

Another day, I knocked on the
door of a sauna/acupuncture studio.

The door opened, and an older
man asked, “So. have you brought it?”

“Of course,” | answered, bewil-
dered by his welcome.

“OK. Show me what you have.”

I opened the box of books, and he
at once agreed to take the whole set.

“1 know it’s not by chance you've
knocked on my door,” he said. “That’s
why I responded the way I did. I'm
very fond of spiritual literature.”

He gave a generous donation and
wanted more books in the future.

Satya-karana Dasa (Prague.CZ)

A Letter of Gratitude

For about four years now ['ve been
curious about my existence in this
world. I began asking myself numer-
ous questions about life, such as What
is the meaning of life? Why am [
here? Do I have a mission to accom-
plish? What is God? And how are
living beings related to Him? Just
recently [ read Bhagavad-gita As It
Is, by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, and
many of my questions were answered.
As a result, my life changed complete-
ly. I would like to take this opportu-
nity to give my most humble thanks
to the Krsna consciousness movement
and to the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Krsna. for revealing to me
the true path of man: bhakti-voga and

| spirituality. Thank you!

Samuel, via e-mail

Navina Nirada Dasa heads ISKCON's
book-distribution ministry and travels
worldwide to train and inspire book
distributors.
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Animals should be treated
like our younger brothers or sisters,
to be protected, not exploited.

LIFE (continued from page 14)
individual soul, explains that all life
emanates from the supreme life, or
God,knownin Sanskritas Krsna. When
we have reverence for God, naturally
we have reverence for all life. If we
love God, naturally we will love all
living entities. who come from Him.
Lord Krsna states in Bhagavad-gita,
mamai-vamso jiva-loke jiva-bhiitah
sandatanah: *All living entities are My
fragmental parts and parcels, and they
are eternal.’

“The Bhagavad-gita also explains
that a learned person sees all living
entities equally—panditah sama-
darsinah—Dbecause he sees the same
soul within the different varicties of
bodies. My spiritual master, His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, used to say, “We want
brotherhood, but what does it mean to
be brothers? It means we have the
same father.” Only when we recognize
God as the supreme father can we have
real brotherhood. Knowing God to be
the supreme father, we can understand
that if we deal with God’s other chil-
dren nicely, God will be pleased. But if
we try to exploit and commit violence
upon one another, how will the su-
preme father be pleased? Andif God s
not pleased, how can we expect peace
and prosperity in the world?

“Animals are also children of God,
although they have less developed in-
telligence. They resemble human chil-
dren. who also do not have developed
intelligence, or developed speech. Nor
can they defend themselves. But in a
family the strong are meant to protect
the weak. For a stronger older brother
to torture or massacre a baby is a ter-
rible erime. How upset and angry the
father would be! So animals should be
treated like our younger brothers or
sisters,to be protected.not exploited or
slaughtered so we can eat their flesh.

“By Krsna consciousness, by realiz-

e o o

ing that God is the supreme father of
all living entities, we can actually
achieve brotherhood and unity among
all living beings.

“Now,we have heard many wonder-
ful talks today. I felt enlightened by
hearing the noble thoughts expressed

| by the esteemed participants. We have

heard about the need for love, for com-
passion, for reverence for all life. We
have heard of the horrors of cruelty
and violence inflicted on less fortunate
living beings. But we are faced with the
practical fact that so many human be-
ings donotlove as much as they should.
Nor do they have compassion or rever-
ence as they should. So how to create
the love and other finer sentiments we
value? There must be some process.
“The Gita and other scriptures of
the world advise us that to develop
love for God, which naturally includes
love forall living entities,we must adopt
a spiritual process. And the best pro-
cess recommended for the modern age
is the chanting of the holy names of
God. The Vedic scriptures advise:

harer nama harer nama
harer namaiva kevalam

kalaw nasty eva nasty eva
nasty eva gatir anyatha

‘Oneshould chant the holy names,chant
the holy names. chant the holy names.
There is no other means of success in
the Age ol Kali [the present age|.
(Brhan-naradiva Purana 3.8.126)
“Similarly the Koran advises that
one should chant the names of God.
For many years [ had the opportunity
to go to Pakistan and teach Krsna con-
sciousness. [ was pleased to meet some
very learned Muslim friends. Just as
the Hindus have Visnu-sahasra-nama
[‘The Thousand Names of Visnu']. the
Muslims have ‘Ninety-Nine Names of
God.” The Koran (7.180) states, “The
most beautiful names belong to God,
so call on Him by them.” And learned
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Muslims understand that they can
achieve the perfection of life by chant-
ing the holy name ol God at death. 1
even learned from my Muslim friends
how vegetarianism is part of the teach-
ings of the Koran, and I saw a book by
a Muslim physician entitled Vegetari-
anism and the Koran.

“Similarly, the Bible enjoins that
one should praise the name of the Lord
with cymbals and drums. And in the
teachings of Buddha. one is advised to
chant the holy names of God:“All who
sincerely call upon My name will come
to Me after death, and I will take them
to paradise.” (Buddhist Siitras, Vow of
Amida Buddha, 18)

“So the chanting of the holy names
of the Lord is a universal process rec-
ommended in all scriptures for the
modern age. and unless we adopt a
practical means for purifying the heart
of hatred and anger and violence, our
pontification or platitudes will not
really bring the desired results. So I ap-
peal to you all. Many of you are im-
portant leaders in society. Even il you
are notvery big leaders,you are leaders
in your society. in your community. in
your family. Please consider the need
tochant the holy names of God to puri-
fy the heart of the sinful desire to com-
mit violence on other living entities.

“All over the world we have practi-
cal experience of the effects of chant-
ing the names of God. The Vedic
literature explains that in the modern
age, the Age of Kali, the Lord Himsell,
Sii Krsna., appears as Sri Krsna Cai-
tanya. Five hundred years ago Caitanya
Mahaprabhu predicted:

prihivite ache yata nagaradi grama
sarvatra pracara hoibe mora nama

‘Inevery town and village of the world,
My name [the name of God] will be

sung,.’
“ISKCON’s founder and spiritual
(please turn to page 58)



-

SRS NVEAR D S BREE AR EE AR AR AR |

LIFE WITHIN
THE WOMB

Rendered from Sanskrit into English,
with commentary,
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness

Lord Kapila, an incarnation of Lord Krsna, is teaching His
mother, Devahiiti, about Sankhya, the analytical study of all
existence. As the Srimad-Bhagavatam continues, Lord Kapila
describes the suffering of the unborn child.

THIRD CANTO / CHAPTER 31
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krmibhih ksata-sarvangah
saukumaryat pratiksanam

mirccham apnoty uru-klesas
tatratyaih ksudhitair muhuh

krmibhih—by worms; ksata—Dbilten; sarva-angah—all over
the body; saukumadaryat—because of tenderness; prafi-
ksanam—moment after moment; mirccham—uncon-
sciousness; apnoti—he obtains; wru-klesah—whose suffering
is great: tatratyaih—Dbeing there (in the abdomen):
ksudhitaih—hungry; muhiuh—again and again.

Bitten again and again all over the body by the hungry
worms in the abdomen itself, the child suffers terrible agony
because of his tenderness. He thus becomes unconscious
moment after moment because of the terrible condition.

PURPORT: The miserable condition of material existence
is not only felt when we come out of the womb of the moth-
er, but is also present within the womb. Miserable life be-
gins from the moment the living entity begins to contact
his material body. Unfortunately, we forget this experience
and do not take the miseries of birth very seriously. In
Bhagavad-gita, therefore, it is specifically mentioned that
one should be very alert to understand the specific difficul-
ties of birth and death. Just as during the formation of this
body we have to pass through so many difficulties within
the womb of the mother, at the time of death there are also
many difficulties. As described in the previous chapter.
one has to transmigrate from one body to another, and the
transmigration into the bodies of dogs and hogs is especial-
ly miserable. But despite such miserable conditions, due
to the spell of maya we forget everything and become
enamored by the present so-called happiness, which is
described as actually no more than a counteraction to
distress.
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katu-tiksnosna-lavana-
ritksamladibhir ulbanaih

matr-bhuktair upasprstah
sarvangotthita-vedanah
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katu—->bitter: tiksna—pungent; usna—hot; lavana—salty;
ritksa—dry; amla—sour; adibhih—and so on; ulbanaih—
excessive; matr-bhuktaih—Dby foods eaten by the mother;
upasprstah—affected; sarva-anga—all over the body:
utthita—arisen; vedanah—pain.

Owing to the mother’s eating bitter, pungent foodstuffs,
or food which is too salty or too sour, the body of the child
incessantly suffers pains which are almost intolerable.

PURPORT: All descriptions of the child’s bodily situation in
the womb of the mother are beyond our conception. It is
very dilficult to remain in such a position, but still the child
has to remain. Because his consciousness is not very devel-
oped, the child can tolerate it. otherwise he would die. That
is the benediction of maya, who endows the suffering body
with the qualifications for tolerating such terrible tortures.

§ JAA  HEawiwEy A |
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wlbena sanvrtas tasminn
antrais ca bahir avrtah

aste kriva sirah kuksau
bhugna-prstha-sirodharah

ulbena—by the amnion: sarmvrial losed: tasmin—in
that place; antraih—Dby the intestines; ca—and; bahih—
outside: avrtah—covered; aste—he lies; krtva—having put:
sirah—the head: kuksau—towards the belly; bhugna—bent;
prstha—back: sirah-dharah—neck.

Placed within the amnion and covered outside by the
intestines, the child remains lying on one side of the abdomen,
his head turned towards his belly and his back and neck
arched like a bow.

PURPORT: If a grown man were put into such a condition as
the child within the abdomen, completely entangled in all
respects, it would be impossible for him to live even for a few
seconds. Unfortunately. we forget all these sufferings and try
to be happy in this life, not caring for the liberation of the
soul from the entanglement of birth and death. It is an
unfortunate civilization in which these matters are not
plainly discussed to make people understand the precarious
condition of material existence.
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akalpah svanga-cestayari
Sakunta iva pafjare

tatra labdha-smrtir daivat
karma janma-satodbhavam
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smaran dirgham anucchvasam
Sarma kirm nama vindate

akalpah—unable; sva-anga—his limbs: cestayam—to
move: Sakuntah—a bird; iva—Ilike: panjare—in a cage: tatra
—there; labdha-smrtih—having gained his memory: dai-
vat—Dby lortune; karma—activities; janma-sata-udbhavam
—occurring during the last hundred births;
membering; dirgham—for a long time; anucchvasam—
sighing; Sarma—peace of mind: kim—what: nama—then:
vindate—can he achieve.

Smaran—re-

The child thus remains just like a bird in a cage, without
freedom of movement. At that time, if the child is fortunate,
he can remember all the troubles of his past one hundred
births, and he grieves wretchedly. What is the possibility of
peace of mind in that condition?

PURPORT: After birth the child may forget about the
difficulties of his past lives, but when we are grown-up we
can at least understand the grievous tortures undergone at
birth and death by reading the authorized scriptures like
Srimad-Bhagavatam. 1f we do not believe in the scriptures,
that is a different question, but if we have [aith in the
authority of such descriptions, then we must prepare for our
freedom in the next life; that is possible in this human form
of life. One who does not take heed of these indications of
suffering in human existence is said to be undoubtedly
committing suicide. It is said that this human form of life is
the only means for crossing over the nescience of maya. or
material existence. We have a very efficient boat in this
human form of body. and there is a very expert captain. the
spiritual master; the ser iptural injunctions are like favorable
winds. If we do not cross over the ocean of the nescience of
material existence in spite of all these facilities,then certainly
we are all intentionally committing suicide.

10 FRT TRAFTEZSEMSTY 3w
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arabhya saptaman masal
labdha-bodho pi vepitah

natkatraste sati-vatair
vistha-bhir iva sodarah

arabhya—Dbeginning:; saptamat masat—Irom the seventh
month: labdha-bodhah—endowed with consciousness;
api—although: vepitaii—tossed: na—not: ekatra—in one
place: aste—he remains; siati-vataii—by the winds for
childbirth; vistha-bhith—the worm: iva—Ilike: sa-udarah—
born of the same womb.

Thus endowed with the development of consciousness from
the seventh month after his conception, the child is tossed
downward by the airs that press the embryo during the
weeks preceding delivery. Like the worms born of the same
filthy abdominal cavity, he cannot remain in one place.



SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

PURPORT: At the end of the seventh month the child is
moved by the bodily air and does not remain in the same
place, for the entire uterine system becomes slackened
before delivery. The worms have been described here as
sodara. Sodara means “born of the same mother.” Since the
child is born from the womb of the mother and the worms
are also born of fermentation within the womb of the same
mother, under the circumstances the child and the worms
are actually brothers. We are very anxious to establish
universal brotherhood among human beings. but we should
take intoconsideration that even the worms are our brothers,
what to speak of other living entities. Therefore, we should
be concerned about all living entities.
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nathamana rsir bhitah
sapta-vadhrih krtaijalih
stuvita tam viklavaya
vaca yenodare ‘rpitah

néathamanah—appealing: rsih—the living entity; bhitah—
frightened; sapta-vadhrih—bound by the seven layers; krta-
aijalih—with folded hands: stuvita—prays; tam—tothe Lord;
viklavaya—rfaltering; vaca—with words; yena—by whom;
wdare—in the womb; arpitah—he was placed.

The living entity in this frightful condition of life, bound by
seven layers of material ingredients, prays with folded hands,
appealing to the Lord, who has put him in that condition.

PURPORT: Itissaid that when a woman is having labor pains
she promises that she will never again become pregnant and
suffer from such a severely painful condition. Similarly,
when oneis undergoingsome surgical operation he promises
that he will never again act in such a way as to become
diseased and have to undergo medical surgery. or when one
falls into danger, he promises that he will never again make
the same mistake. Similarly, the living entity. when put into
a hellish condition of life, prays to the Lord that he will never
again commit sinful activities and have to be put into the
womb for repeated birth and death. In the hellish condition
within the womb the living entity is very much afraid of
being born again. but when he is out of the womb, when he
is in full life and good health, he forgets everything and
commits again and again the same sins for which he was pul
into that horrible condition of existence.
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Jantur uvaca
tasyopasannam avitum jagad icchayatta-
nana-tanor bhuvi calac-caranaravindam
so "ham vrajami saranam hy akuto-bhayai me
venedrsi gatir adarsy asato’ nuriapa

janiuh uvaca—the human soul says: tasya—of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead; upasannam—having approached
for protection; aviturm—to prolect; jagai—the universe;
icchaya—by His own will; atta-nana-tanoh—who accepts
various forms; bhuvi—on the earth; calat—walking; carana-
aravindam—the lotus feet; sah aham—I myself: vrajami—
go; Saranam—unto the shelter; hi—indeed; akutah-bhayam
—giving relief from all fear; me—for me; yena—by whom;
idrsi—such; garih—condition of life; adarsi—was considered;
asatah—impious; anuripa—befitting.

The human soul says: I take shelter of the lotus feet of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, who appearsin His various
eternal forms and walks on the surface of the world. I take
shelter of Him only, because He can give me relief from all
fear and from Him I have received this condition of life,
which is just befitting my impious activities.

PURPORT: The word calac-caranaravindam refers to the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, who actually walks or
travels upon the surface of the world. For example. Lord
Ramacandra actually walked on the surface of the world,
and Lord Krsna also walked just like an ordinary man. The
prayer is therefore offered to the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, who descends to the surface of this earth, or any
part of this universe, for the protection of the pious and the
destruction of the impious. It is confirmed in Bhagavad-gita
that when there is an increase of irreligion and discrepancies
arise in the real religious activities, the Supreme Lord comes
to protect the pious and kill the impious. This verse indicates
Lord Krsna.

Another significant point in this verse is that the Lord
comes, icchaya, by His own will. As Krsna confirms in
Bhagavad-gita, sambhavamy atma-mayaya:~lappear at My
will, by My internal potential power.” He is not forced to
come by the laws of material nature. Itis stated here,icchaya:
He does not assume any form. as the impersonalists think.
because He comes at His own will, and the form in which He
descends is His eternal form. As the Supreme Lord puts the
living entity into the condition of horrible existence, He can
also deliver him, and therefore one should seek shelter at
the lotus feet of Krsna. Krsna demands.* Give up everything
and surrender unto Me.” And it is also said in Bhagavad-gita
that anyone who approaches Him does not come back again
to accept a form in material existence, but goes back to
Godhead, back home, never to return.
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SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

AR Isatad amft ne 3

yas tv atra baddha iva karmabhir avrtatma
bhiitendriyasayamayim avalambya mayam

aste visuddham avikaram akhanda-bodham
atapyamana-hrdaye ‘vasitarm namami

vah—who: fi—also; atra—here: baddhah—Dbound; iva—as
il: karmabhih—by activities; avrta—covered; arma—the pure
soul;bhiita—the gross elements:indriya—the senses: asaya—
the mind:mayim—consisting of; avalambya—having fallen;
mavam—into maya;aste—remains; visuddham—completely
pure; avikdram—without change; akhanda-bodham—
possessed of unlimited knowledge: atapyamana—repentant;
hrdaye—in the heart: avasitam—residing; namami—I offer
my respectiul obeisances.

I, the pure soul, appearing now bound by my activities, am
lying in the womb of my mother by the arrangement of
maya. I offer my respectful obeisances unto Him who is also
here with me but who is unaffected and changeless. He is
unlimited, but He is perceived in the repentant heart. To
Him I offer my respectful obeisances.

PURPORT: As stated in the previous verse, the jiva soul says,
“I take shelter of the Supreme Lord.” Therefore, constitu-
tionally, the jiva soul is the subordinate servitor of the Su-
preme Soul, the Personality of Godhead. Both the Supreme
Soul and the jiva soul are sitting in the same body, as
confirmed in the Upanisads. They are sitting as [tiends, but
one is suffering, and the other is aloof from suffering.

In this verse it is said, visuddham avikaram akhanda-
bodham: the Supersoul is always sitting apart from all
contamination. The living entity is contaminated and suf-
fering because he has a material body. but that does not
mean that because the Lord is also with him. He also has
amaterial body. He is avikaram, changeless. He is always the
same Supreme. but unfortunately the Mayavadi phi-
losophers,because of theirimpure hearts.cannot understand
that the Supreme Soul. the Supersoul. is different from the
individual soul. It is said here. atapyamana-hrdaye ‘vasi-
tam: He is in the heart of every living entity. but He can be
realized only by a soul who is repentant. The individual soul
becomes repentant that he forgot his constitutional position,
wanted to become one with the Supreme Soul and tried his
best to lord it over material nature. He has been baffled,and
therefore he is repentant. At that time, Supersoul, or the
relationship between the Supersoul and the individual soul,
is realized. As it is confirmed in Bhagavad-gita, after many,
many births the knowledge comes to the conditioned soul
that Vasudeva is great, He is master, and fHe is Lord. The
individual soul is the servant, and therefore he surrenders
unto Him. At that time he becomes a mahatma, a great soul.
Therefore, a fortunate living being who comes to this
understanding, even within the womb of his mother, has
his liberation assured.
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vah paiica-bhiita-racite rahitah Sarire
cchanno ‘yathendriva-gundartha-cid-atmako “ham

tenavikuntha-mahimanam rsim tam enam
vande param prakrti-pitrusayoh pumarisam

e gl

vah—who: paiica-bhiita—Iive gross elements; racite—made
of; rahitah—separated: sarire—in the material body: chan-
nah—covered; avatha—unlfitly: indriva—senses; guna—
qualities; artha—objects of senses: cit—ego: atmakah—
consisting of: aham—I: tena—by a material body; avikuntha-
mahimanam—whose glories are unobscured; rsim—all-
knowing; tam—that: enam—unto Him: vande—I offer
obeisances; param—transcendental; prakyti—to material
nature; parusayoh—to the living entities: pumdamsam—
unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

I am separated from the Supreme Lord because of my be-
ing in this material body, which is made of five elements,
and therefore my qualities and senses are being misused,
although I am essentially spiritual. Because the Supreme
Personality of Godhead is transcendental to material na-
ture and the living entities, because He is devoid of such a
material body, and because He is always glorious in His
spiritual qualities, I offer my obeisances unto Him.

PURPORT: The difference between the living entity and
the Supreme Personality of Godhead is that the living entity
is prone to be subjected to material nature. whereas the
Supreme Godhead is always transcendental to material
nature as well as to the living entities. When the living entity
is put into material nature. then his senses and qualities
are polluted, or designated. There is no possibility for the
Supreme Lord to become embodied by material qualities
or material senses. for He is above the influence of material
nature and cannot possibly be put in the darkness of ig-
norance like the living entities. Because of His full knowledge,
He is never subjected to the influence of material nature.
Material nature is always under His control, and it is there-
fore not possible that material nature can control the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Since the identity of the living entity is very minute, he
is prone to be subjected to material nature, but when he
is freed from this material body, which is false, he attains
the same, spiritual nature as the Supreme Lord. At that
time there is no qualitative difference between him and
the Supreme Lord. but because he is not so quantitative-
ly powerful as to never be pul under the influence of
material nature, he is quantitatively different from the
Lord.

(continued in the next issue)



SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

The Vedic Definition of “Demon”

Here we continue an exchange between His Divine Grace A. | are demons. So they'll be offended.
C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and some of his dis- = Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Because people have themselves
ciples. It took place in Los Angeles, on the morning of | become demons, they cannot understand what a demon is.
December 13, 1973, during a walk along the Pacific shore. For instance,a Christian priest went to preach tosome mine
workers,and he was explaining,~If you do not worship Lord
Srila Prabhupada: Human life is meant for realizing the | Jesus Christ, you will go to hell.”
inner self. the soul—and for realizing the Supreme Self, So the mine workers asked, “What is hell?”
Krsna. But thanks to your scientists and politicians, this But when the priest explained—"Hell is wet and dark,
greal prerogative of human life is being denied to human | with no sufficient air.” and so on—the mine workers could
society. So these hindrances should be stopped. because | not understand how horrible hell is. Why? Because by
human society is being ruined. workingin the mine,they were already agreeing to be in hell.
That is why I was inquiring. “Why has America gone to | So they no longer had the discretion to realize.”Oh, always
Vietnam?” You replied, “To stop communism.” But thatsort | wet and dark, without enough air—that is a very horrible
of stopping will not make any solution. We have to stop this | thing.”

demoniac civilization. Then human society will be happy Similarly.in today’s world these demons no longer have
and in its normal condition. the discretion to realize what demonism is. Asuram bhavam

Disciple: But, Srila
Prabhupada, as soon '

as we deline what

asritah: they have already agreed to live in the mood of
demonism.Whatis this @sira-bhava, thismood of demonism?
Not to accept God. This is asura-bhava.
demoniac civili- ‘ This is the basic principle of demonism. Ignore the soul
zation 18, then \ and God and God’s laws; gamble, take intoxicants, have
people will be of- ~ illicit sex, and slaughter God’s other creatures and eat
fended. They'll their flesh. So in this way. nearly all people have agreed
see that by the to deny God. Therefore, they have become demons.
Vedic definition, Disciple: These days, Srila Prabhupada, people don't
people who gam- want to hear a bona fide spiritual authority. They
ble,have illicit sex, -~ k- don’t care much about what you're offering: the sci-
take intoxicants, ence of the soul and the Supreme Soul. Most prefer to
and eat flesh—peo- hear some mundane. so-called scientist and make him
plelike themselves— their authority.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. But the so-called scientist does
not understand.“What s that special thing which, when
missing. makes this body dead?” Still, he is holding
himself up as a big authority, and foolish people are
accepting him as such. This is demonism.
When somebody is dying, this great scientist cannot
actually explain why. He may advocate various sci-
entific countermeasures, whether oxygen or heart
massage or injections or this or that. But despite
all these things, he finds that suddenly the man is
dead.
When you ask the great scientist. *In spite of
all your scientific countermeasures, why is the
man dead?” he can say nothing. And still, he has
become a great authority—even though he is
so foolish that he cannot explain why, de-
spite all his countermeasures, the man is
dead. Now, what will he answer? He has
seen all his scientific countermeasures
(please turn to page 56)
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SPIRITUAL PLACES

GANGA SAFA

Pilgrims sail the Ganges to visit holy places of Lord Caitanya and His associates.

by Mahamaya Devi Dasi
photos by Marici Dasa

WAS LIVING IN Mayapurin 1976 when
Srila Prabhupada inaugurated a boat—
the Nitai Pada Kamala—on which de-
votees would travel the Ganges (Ganga) to
bring Krsna consciousness to Bengal vil-
lages. Though I yearned to join the tour,
the boat had no quarters for women.
Now, twenty-two years later, I'm again
living in Mayapur. One day Jayapataka
Swami, one of the leaders here, announces
that he and a group of devotees are about
to depart on a “Ganga Safari,” stopping at
many holy places,* some inaccessible by
road but easily reached on the Ganga. The
same Deities of Lord Caitanya and Lord
Nityanandawho traveled on the Nitai Pada
Kamala will be onboard one of the three
boats. Women and children are invited.

March 21, 1998

My thirteen-year-old son, two of his
friends, and I depart by bus for Calcutta
with aboutsixty otherdevotees fromaround
the world. At Calcutta’s Howrah Station
we catch an overnight train north to the
state of Bihar.

March 22

In the middle of the night the train stops
at Burdwan station. where Jayapataka
Swami and ten devotees jump on. At 7:00

“The holy places mentioned in this article are all
connected with eternally liberated associates of
Lord Caitanya. Readers interested in learning
more about these devotees should consult the
Sri Caitanya-caritamria (available through The
Hare Krsna Bazaar, page 63).
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In 1976 Srila Prabhupada
inaugurated the boat Nitai
Pada Kamala (left) to bring
Krsna consciousness to Bengal
villages. Below, twenty-two
years later followers of Srila
Prabhupada sail the Ganga to

tour the land of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.
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A.M. we reach a tiny railroad station,
Tala Jhari. We pile into waiting vans
and small buses and drive a short dis-
tance to our first designation, Kanai
Natshala.

We chant and dance our way into
the strikingly clean village. nestled in a
forest of mango trees. High on a hill

overlooking the Ganga is an ancient |

temple recently donated to ISKCON.
The former pijari (priest), Narasimha
Baba, was a Vaisnava in the Ramanuja
sampraddaya (disciplic succession) who
had dedicated his life to serving the
Radha-Krsna Deities in the temple.
More than three hundred years ago.
the former owners of the temple had
handed it over to the Ramanuja sani-
pradaya with the stipulation that if
the Ramanujas were ever unable to
protect the Deities, the worship should
be turned over to the preeminent
branch of Lord Caitanya’s sampra-
daya. Unfortunately, a few years ago

banga
Safari
Route

2 — Kanai Natshala
3 — Ramakeli

4 — Ziya Ganj

5 — Uddharanpur

6 — Katwa (Katoya)
7 — Srikhanda

8 — Chakundi

9 — Agradvipa

10 — Pyari Ganga

12 — Adisaptagram
13 — Halisahar

14 — Kancharapara
15 — Shrirampur
16 — Panihati

the Deities were stolen. To uphold
the original agreement and assure the
protection of the new Deities, Nara-
simha Baba turned the temple over to
ISKCON,which he considered the fore-
most movement in carrying on Lord
Caitanya’s mission.

Jayapataka Swami tells us the story
from the Sri Caitanya-caritamrta of
Nrsimha Brahmacari, who meditated
on making a beautiful jeweled road
for Lord Caitanya to walk to Vrnda-
vana. When in his meditation Nrsimha
Brahmacari came to Kanai Natshala,
he couldn’t go any farther and con-
cluded that Lord Caitanya wouldn’t go
toVrndavana.Later Lord Caitanya was
walking to Vrndavana when he arrived
at Kanai Natshala, followed by a large
crowd of people. He announced that
Kanai Natshala was a hidden (gupta)
Vrndavana and decided it was the
wrong time to go to Vrndavana after
all. He didn’t go any farther than Kanai
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1 — Burdwan (Barddhaman)

11 — Ambika Kalna (Kalna)

Natshala, just as Nrsimha Brahmacari
had predicted.

Jayapataka Swami also explained
that in the Caitanva Bhagavata, Kanai
Natshalaisdescribed as the place where
Lord Caitanya first realized Krsna and
experienced pure love of Krsnain sepa-
ration (viraha).

March 23

During the morning class, Jaya-
pataka Swami explains that for Lord
| Krsna the cows are special and for
| Lord Caitanya the Ganga is special.
Lord Caitanya said that the Ganga is
liquid krsna-prema—Ilove for Krsna.
Lord Caitanya bathed daily in the
Ganga, and when He left this world,
Ganga Devi, the deity of the river, felt
great separation. Therefore we should
remember Lord Caitanya when we
bathe in the Ganga. And we should
chant Hare Krsna while we bathe, be-
| cause Lord Caitanya promised Ganga




oulside the
e,

BACK TO GODHEAD




that devotees would come and chant
while bathing in her water.

March 24

This morning we all travel in one
boat in the rain and then take a bus to
Ramakeli. We go to a peaceful temple,
the home of Ruopa Gosvami and
Sanatana Gosvami. We tour several
holy places connected with Rapa and
Sanatana. including the prison where
the Shah had Sanatana Gosvamilocked
up. My favorite place is a huge cylindri-
cal tower that Sanatana Gosvami de-
signed. We ascend it by an interior
circular staircase. Because of the bril-
liance of the design, the Shah made
Sanatana Gosvami his prime minister.
The Shah didn’t want to risk having
such a genius working against him.The
tower was completed in 1486, the year
of Lord Caitanya’s birth.

In the evening we take a bus to Ziya
Ganj, arriving about midnight. There
are supposed to be three boats to take
us across the river to our guest house,
but there’s only one. Carrying our lug-
gage, we all pack in. After four hours of
sitting on the boat waiting for our ac-
commodations to be worked out, we
check into our rooms.

March 25

This morning we walk to Narottama
Dasa Thakura’s temple, where we of-
fer respects to Narottama’s Radha-
Krsna Deities and his self-manifested
Deity of Lord Caitanya and the Radha-
Krsna Deities of Ganga Narayana
Cakravarti, Narottama'’s disciple.

[ am amazed to hear the story of
Narottama Dasa Thakura’s passing. He
was bathingin the Ganga nearby when,
by his own will, his body melted and
became milk. His disciples quickly
caught up some of the milk in pots,
which are enshrined in his samadhi, or
sacred tomb.

After Narottama'’s passing, the Dei-
ties were worshiped by his disciple
Ganga Narayana Cakravarti,who later
brought the king of Manipur to Krsna
consciousness. Since then Manipur has
been a predominately Vaisnava state.

In the late afternoon we made our
maiden voyage in the three boats.chant-
ing Hare Krsna as we passed by waving
villagers. We saw the one-thousand-
door palace of Sriraj Dulah, the last
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Happy pilgrims
(right) liven up a
bus ride by
chanting the holy
names. In
Shrirampur (far
right) a priest
attends the six-
hundred-year old
Deities of Lord
Jagannatha,
Lord Balarama,
and Subhadra
Devi, formerly
served by Lord
Cuaitanya's
associate
Kamalakara
Pippaldai.
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The Chika Mosjud (left), where Sanatana
Gosvami was imprisoned, is now home to
thousands of bats and is known as the Bat
Mandir (“Bat Temple”). A painting in a temple
in Ziya Ganj (below) shows Narottama Dasa
Thakura passing away while miraculously
turning his body into milk.

Moghul Emperor before the British
Raj. That night we docked at Ber-
hampore Town and we're received by
hundreds of local devotees.

March 26

We travel by boat to Uddharampur
to visit the shrine of Uddharana Datta
Thakura, a great disciple of Lord
Nityananda. It’s evening when we ar-
rive,and there are no lights in the com-
pound, but we chant and dance
jubilantly. surrounded by hundreds of
villagers.

Uddharana Datta Thakura estab-
lished a temple here. When he passed
away, a king took the Deities to his
palace to worship Them. Once a year
the Deities return here for a festival.

Lord Nityananda Prabhu came here
often.His daughter, Ganga Gosvamini,
lived nearby with her husband. Krsna-
dasa Kaviraja Gosvami, the author of
Sri Caitaya-caritamria, also lived nearby.

In the compound are two large trees.
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ord Nityananda brushed his teeth
here with a neem twig. When He stuck
the twig into the ground, a neem tree
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is now a temple with a large Deity of
Lord Caitany

Lord Caitanya came here and sat
under the tree with a few devote
Caitanya D inivasa A fa-
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Life on the Boat

OUR SAFARI has three boats,
each with a crew of three or
four and a guard. The women’s
boat holds twenty-eight, the
family boat (ours) holds eight-
een, and the men’s boat holds
the Deities, the kitchen, Jaya-
pataka Swami, and countless
brahmacaris. The boats have
two levels: the deck (about ten
feet above the water) and the
downstairs cabin, where we
sleep on thin mattresses on the
floor or on the continuous
benches along the sides of the
boat. The motor is also down-
stairs, making conversation
nearly impossible.

At the back of the cabin are
two WCs and a metal bucket
on a long rope. used for scoop-
ing up Ganga water. To avoid
offending the Ganga, we re-
place the boats’ toilets (holes
over the water) with special
toilets.

Up on deck we enjoy a
beautiful view of the lush trop-
ical scenery, especially from
the roof of the captain’s cabin.
All along the route, villagers

Brahmacaris (celibate students) from ISKCON'’s center in Mayapur,
West Bengal, prepare lunch in one of the pilgrimage boats.

wave at us, and we wave back,
yelling or chanting Hare Krsna.

Twice boats get stuck on
sandbars hidden under the
Ganga. One boat has to be
towed, the other gets a hole in
its side.

During a sudden rainstorm
we go downstairs, only to learn
that our boat is not waterproof.
Water drips from the deck
throughout the cabin. We move
our luggage and blankets
around in a vain attempt to
keep them dry. The only dry
area is under the captain’s
cabin, where, by Krsna’s mercy,
I've pitched my small tent,
which doubles as mosquito net-
ting. Two young children curl up
in dry bedding next to my tent.

After the rain we find the
gangplank one-third in the wa-
ter and covered with slippery
mud.

As I return from a pilgrim-
age the next day, | am amazed
to realize that, despite the in-
conveniences, nothing daunts
my enthusiasm for living on the
boat.

The deity of Raghunatha Dasa
Gosvami, along with an original
pair of his shoes, at his home in
Adisaptagram.

see Lord Caitanya dancing and chant-
ing in intense kirtana. Tears were pour-
ing from the Lord’s eyes as if from a
syringe, and people were getting wet
from the tears.

Then Lord Caitanya stopped the
kirtana and said, *It’s time to cut My
hair.”

Fearing their impending separation
from the Lord, everyone protested. and
the barber refused to cut the Lord’s
hair.

Lord Caitanya told him, “This is
vour duty; you must do it.”

Finally the barber did it, and Lord
Caitanya danced in great ecstasy and
embraced Kesava Bharati. The barber
became so full of bliss that he could
only chant the names of the Lord. He
never cut hair again.

We all touch the tree under which
Lord Caitanya sat. Next to the tree we
admire a painting of the hair-cutting
scene, depicting Lord Caitanya with a
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well as the samdadhi of Gadadhara Das
whoestablished the Deity worship h
We walk to a courtyard beside tl
temple to honor Kesava Bharati
samdadhi, the barber’s samadhi, and a
small temple holding the footprints of
a Bharati.
A bus ta
village name

»f Lord Caitanya. As a young

boy Raghunandana became famous for
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The three boats of the Ganga
Safari (left). This lake (below),
at the birthplace of ISvara Puri,
was created by followers of
Lord Caitanya when, following
His example, they removed dirt
from the holy site.

insisting that his family’s houschold
Deity eat the food He was offered.
When the boy’s father watched to see
what was happening, he saw the stone
Krsna Deity eating a laddu (a round
sweet) from his son’s hand.

Hearing the glories of Raghunan-
dana. a devotee named Abhirama
Ramadasa wanted to meet him. Abhi-
rama traveled some distance to meet
the boy. They were so happy to meet
each other that they embraced and
danced. Raghunandana danced so in-
tensely that his ankle bells fell off and
flew two kilometers away.

We visit a few other holy places in
Srikhanda. In one temple we touch the
seat where Narahari Sarakara, a year
after he'd passed away.reappeared dur-
ing a festival. Everyone present could
see him.

After driving a distance away. we
dance androllin the dustwhere Raghu-
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nandana and Abhirama Ramadasa
danced together.

On our return to Katwa, we stop at
the village of Chakundi Jajigram to
visit Srinivasa Acarya’s home, where
his Deities of Radha-Madana-Mohana
are located.

Jahnava Devi, Lord Nityananda’s
wife, came here and wanted to prepare
a [east for all the devotees. But there
was no place big enough for keeping
the dal (split beans). So the devotees
dug a pond, and filled it with dal. Now
the pond is filled with water. We offer
our respects to this sacred pond.

March 28
We visit the birthplace of Srinivasa
Acarya at Chakundi and offer our re-
spects to his Deities.
Further down the Ganga we stop at
Agradvipa and visit the Radha-Krsna
(please turn to page 57)
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The Hare Krsna Calendar

This calendar is calculated for
Sridham Mayapur, West Bengal,
India. Dates may vary by one day
for other locations. Consult your
local Hare Krsna temple for the
exact dates for your area.

Month of Govinda
(February 1-March 2)

MARCH

2 — Sri Gaura Purnima, the appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu. who is Krsna
Himself in the role of His own devo-
tee. Fasting till moonrise, followed by
a break-last of Ekadasi prasadam (no
grains or beans). Feasting tomorrow.

7, i o R
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu

Month of Visnu
(March 3-March 31)

10 — Appearance anniversary of
Srila Srivasa Pandita, one of Lord
Caitanya’s principal associates.

14 — Papamocani Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

22 — Appearance anniversary of
Srila Ramanujacarya, a Vaisnava
philosopher and spiritual master who
appeared in the eleventh century.

25 — Sri Rama Navami, the appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Rama-
candra. Fasting till sunset. followed
by feasting.

27 — Kamada Ekadast. Fasting from
grains and beans.

31 — Sri Krsna Vasanta Rasa. Lord
Krsna’s springtime rasa dance. Bala-

| rama Rasa Yatra, Lord Balarama’s

rasa dance. Appearance anniversary
of Srila Syamananda Pandita, a
follower of the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana.

Month of Madhusudana
(April 1-April 30)

|| APRIL

| 11 — Disappearance anniversary of

Srila Vrndavana Dasa Thakura, the
author of S¥i Caitanya Bhagavata, a
biography on Lord Caitanya.

12 — Varuthini Ekadast. Fasting from
grains and beans.

16 — Appearance anniversary of
Srila Gadadhara Pandita. one of
Lord Caitanya’s principal associates.

18 — Beginning of Candana Yatra,
the festival of anointing Lord Jagan-
natha with sandalwood pulp for
twenty-one days.

24 — Appearance anniversary of
Srimati Sita Devi. the consort of

| Lord Ramacandra. Appearance

anniversary of Srimati Jahnava Devi,
the consort of Lord Nityananda
Prabhu. Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Madhu Pandita, a great
devotee of Lord Caitanya.

26 — Mohini Ekadaéi. Fasting from
grains and beans.
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27 — Rukmint Dvadast. the appear-
ance anniversary of Srimati Rukmini
Devi, the consort of Lord Krsna as
Dvarakadisa. the Lord of Dvaraka.

| 28 — Disappearance anniversary of

Srila Jayananda Prabhu, a dedicated
follower of Srila Prabhupada who
helped him bring the Rathayatra
festival to the Western world.

29 — Nrsimha Caturdasi, the appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Nrsimha-
deva, Lord Krsna’s half-man. half-lion
incarnation. Fasting till dusk. followed
by [easting.

30 — Appearance anniversary of Srila
Madhavendra Puri. the spiritual
master of Lord Caitanya’s spiritual
master. Appearance anniversary of
Srila Srinivasa Acarya, a follower of
the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.
Disappearance anniversary of Srila
Paramesvara Puri, an associate of
Lord Caitanya.

Month of Trivikrama

[ (May 1-15, June 14-25)

[This year, this month is divided in
two by the month of Purusottama.|

MAY

6 — Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Ramananda Raya. an intimate
associate of Lord Caitanya.

| 12 — Apara Ekadasi. Fasting from

grains and beans. Appearance
anniversary of Srila Vrndavana Dasa
Thakura, the author of Sri Caitanya
Bhagavata, a biography on Lord
Caitanya.

Month of Purusottama

| (May l6-June 13)

26 — Vyanjuli Maha-dvadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans for Padmini
Ekadasi.



Gatherings

The people listed here hold Krsna conscious gatherings regularly in their homes—or they'd like to start. You're invited.

Just give a call to find out when and where. If you hold Krsna conscious gatherings and you'd like to be added to the list,
please send your name, city, and phone number to Gatherings, BTG, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL. 32616, UUSA.

USA
CALIFORNIA: To find out about programs in Anaheim Hills, Buena

Park, Corona, Cerritos. Diamond Bar. Granada Hills. Laguna

Niguel, Long Beach, Redlands, Santa Ana, Simi Valley, and other

southern California locations, call Svavambhuva Dasa at (310) 837-

2430, Burlingame — Vaisesika Dasa & Nirakula Devi Dasi. (650)

344-2446; Ojai — Mayesvara Dasa & Urvasi Devi Dasi (William &

Joan Roberts), (805) 640-0405; Placentia — Sri Radha Raman Tem-

ple, (714) 996-7262; Redwood Valley — Prasanna Yoga Asrama

(Tksvaku Dasa), (707) 485-5592; San Jose [ Santa Cruz — Akrira-

natha Dasa & Jagarini Devi Dasi, (408) 353-90949; Santa Rosa —

Jagannatha Purl Dasa & Tripurari Devi Dasi. Bus. phone: (707)

526-7211; South Central Los Angeles — Krsna Bhavana Dasa. (213)

295-1517
COLORADO: Boulder — Madan Gopal Dasa & Pancha Tattva Dasi.

(303) 402-1740
FLORIDA: Cocoa Beach — Bhagavata Dharma Dasa & S}-‘z’ima’t Devi

Dasi, (407) 633-7664: Coral Springs — Institute for Gaudiya

Vaishnavism, (954) 345-3456: *Orlando — Raghunatha Puri Dasa

(Ron Jermakian), (407) 291-3069; [SKCON Sunday Program Shanti

Mandir, (call Dipa:) (407) 788-7009; St. Augustine — Bhakti- yoga

Center, (904) 824-5328; *Tampa — Krsna Mandir, (813) 273-8744
GEORGIA: Athens — Guru-Gauranga Hare Krishna Center,

(706) 353-8180
HAWAIIL Waimanalo Bay — Above Heaven's Gate, (808) 259-5429
ILLINOIS: Dekalb — ISKCON Youth Ministry, Manu Dasa & Jaya

Radhe Devi Dasi, (815) 754-4563
INDIANA: Indianapolis — Steve W. Bausch (Syamasundara Dasa).

(317) 357-9051
TOWA: lowa City — Dan & Sylvia Lindberg, (319) 339-7768
KANSAS: Lawrence — Ankotta Dasa & Gopimiata Devi Dasi,

(913) 865-5080
KENTUCKY: Lexington — Mr. Mallella Prasad. (606) 323-2286:

Louisville — Krishna House, (502) 683-9352
MARYLAND: “Potomac — Devaprastha Dasa & Padmamalini Dasi.

(301) 299-1326: Silver Spring — M. & Mrs. Sankhla & Jahnavi Dewvi

Dasi, (301) 236-0564; Anuttama Dasa & Rama Tulasi Dasi,

(301) 570-6422
MASSACHUSETTS: Quincy — Charran Mahadeo (Caitya Guru Dasa).,

(781) 471-7911
MICHIGAN: Lansing — Palaka Dasa & family, (517) 484-7431
MINNESOTA: Minnetonka — Jimmy and Terry Devine,

(612) 933-5408: New Hope — Shashikant Bhojraj, (612) 537-6395
MISSISSIPPIL: Cleveland — K. P. & Bhama Sridharan, (601) 846-4132
MONTANA: Bozeman — Laura Marino, (406) 586-1699
NEW HAMPSHIRE: Hudson — V. J. Varnasi, (603) 5398-6939
NEW JERSEY: Denville — Dr. Shyamasundar Mahajan (Samika Rsi

Dasa), (973) 989-9233: Marlton — Bill Becker, (800) 957-1046;

Parsippany —Rahul Kunderan, (201) 428-8119; New Jersey

Shore— Greg & Kristen, (908) 458-6670
NEW MEXICO: Albuquerque — Suresh Vyas, (305) 833-5453; Los

Alamos — Dr. Arvind Sharma, (5305) 661-1939; Santa Fe —

Jambavati Devi Dasi. (503) 466-4345
NEVADA: Las Vegas — Gopal De, (702) 458-6973: Dan Roberts,

(702) 452-3817
NEW YORK: Binghamton — Mayapur Sasi Dasi, (607) 777-7049;

Buffalo — Ann Reed, (716) 884-9110; Corona (Queens) — Sivara-

dhya Dasa (Jayant V. Surti & family). (718) 639-6580: Rego Park —

Nikunja-Behari Dasa (Nikhil N. Trivedi & family), (718) 897-2267
NORTH CAROLINA: Belmont — Kantilal & Sushila Patel (Satyavrata

Dasa & Krsna Kumari Devi Dasi), (704) 825-3753; Sandy Ridge —

Adi Karta Disa & Rucird Devi Dast, (910) 593-9058
OHIO: Athens — contact: Krishna House, (614) 421-1661; Cincinnati —

Braja Kumari Dasi, (513) 742-5725; contact: Krishna House, (614)
421-1661; Cleveland — Krsnanandini Devi Dasi, (216) 681-2934 or
Kama-giri Devi Dasi. (216) 761-3954: Kent — Regular programs at
Kent State University, (contact Krishna House, [614] 421-1661); Jlim
Kelley, (330) 297-5353: Wellston — Madhavi Devi Dast, (740) 384-7102
PENNSYLVANIA: Erie — Lila Kumdara Devi Dasi. (814) 676-1791; Norris-
town — Radha Krishna Mahajan, M.D. (Kaivalya Dasa). (215) 539-3221
TENNESSEE: Nashville — Nitai Gaurasundara Dasa (Dr. Ravi Singh),
(615) 896-3425
VIRGINIA: Charlottesville — The Bhaktivedanta Center, Amitacara
Dasa & Mayapriva Devi Dasi, (804) 823-8223
WASHINGTON: Pullman — Rathi & Ashika Sewsunker, (509) 333-6525
WEST VIRGINIA: Moundsville (New Vrindaban) — (304) 843-1600 or
843-1409/ Fax. (304) 843-9819/ E-mail: nityodital@juna.com;
Parkershburg — Pramod & Mala Mathur, (304) 295-8362

OTHER COUNTRIES

AUSTRALIA: Tasmania — David Gould, (03) 6228-2717 (Hobart);
Malcolm Walsh, (03) 6343-2477 ( Launceston)

BELGIUM: Ghent — Centrum voor Bhakti-yoga. (09) 238-3344

BRAZIL: Curitiba — Gaura-Nataridja Dasa, +55 (041) 263-4163

BRITISH ISLES (Jersey): St. Helier — Jean Nicolle, (01534) 610081

CANADA: Edmonton, Alberta — Omkara Dasa and Jadurani Devi Dasi
(Om & Jyoti Sharma). (403) 434-7343: London, Ontario — Radhika
Parbhoo, (519) 474-2153; Markham, Ontario — Prabhupiada Dasa
(V. B. Sharma), (416) 294-9431; Salmon Arm, B.C. — Mukunda
Madhava Dasa & Yasoda Priva Devi Dasi, 6191 Trans-Canada Hwy.
NW. Salmon Arm, B.C. V1E 4M2 (no phone): Toronto — Ramananda
Raya Dasa & Visakha Devi Dasi, (416) 297-6131

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES: Programs are held
in more than 100 cities. Contact ISKCON Moscow.

FRANCE: Paris — Centre Culturel Hare Krishna, (01) 4046952

GERMANY: Hamburg — Vedic Cultural Mission. (040) 655 23 72:
Weimar — Katharina Rauch. Am Jakobsfriedhof [, D-99423

GREECE: Greater Patras Area — Panagadi-tirtha Dasa, (06) 963-293()

HUNGARY: Liter — Torok Zoltan, Bajesy Zs. u. 536, Liter 8196

ITALY: Belforte del Chienti — Centro Culturale Govinda Bhavan,
Mahavakya Dasa & Divya Katha Devi Dasi, (733) 931102
Rome — Hare Krsna Forum, (06) 6832660

JAMAICA, W. INDIES: Kingston — Bhagavatananda Dasa. (809) 925-8332;
Trelawny — ISKCON Farm, Troy P. O.

JAPAN: Odawara — Jayananda Diasa and Bhaktin Kana. (0465) 42-3749;

a — Satsvarupa Dasa and Jalangt Devi Dasi, (06) 352-0729

MALAYSIA: Pasir Gudang — Narasimha Dasa, +60 (07) 251-3822

MEXICO: Tijuana — Centro Cultural Hare Krishna, (66) 83-7399

NEW ZEALAND: Hamilton — Raghava Caitanya Dasa. (07) 856-7608
Tauranga, Bay of Plenty — ISKCON Tauranga Community.
(07) 549 1807

POLAND: Augustow — Bhaktyatita Dasa, +48 (087) 644-6147; Bialystok
— Pracarananda Dasa, +45 (0601) 23-6470; Katowice —Yugala-Murti
Diasa, +48 (032) 255-8557; Kielee — Laksmana Dasa, +48 (041) 331-
7785; Lublin —Posana Dasa, +48 (081) 526-0685; Rzeszow —Vrnda-
vana Candra Dasa, +48 (017) 346 53; Szezecin — Dharmadrasta Dasa,
+48 (091) 34-5204; Walbrzych — Trisama Dasa. +48 (074) 231 83

SOUTH AFRICA: Programs are held in more than 50 locations. For infor-
mation contact one of the centers in South Africa listed on page 61.

SWEDEN: Vasteras — Jonas Andreasson. (021) 88007

UNITED KINGDOM: Regular gatherings take place in more than twenty
cities, To find the one nearest you, or for help in starting one, contact
Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd.. Reader Services Dept., P.O. Box 324,
Borehamwood, Herts., WD6 1NB. Phone: ((0151) 905-1244

3

#*New or revised listing.
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SPEAKS OUT

(continued [from page 43)
applied—but the man is dead. So let
him explain why the man is dead. Can
he explain?

Disciple: Not to our satisfaction.

Srila Prabhupada: Satisfaction or no
satisfaction. What will the great scien-
tific authority answer? What he will
say?

Disciple: He will say, “Counteracting
death is beyond my means.”

Srila Prabhupada (as if (o the great
scientist): Therefore, you are a fool.
How can you dare to hold yourself up
as an authority?

Disciple (in the role of the scientist): 1
have tried my best to counteract death,
but I cannot.

Srila Prabhupada: All right. That means
you do not know. A child also tries his
best to do things but cannot. This does
not mean he becomes a big authority.
Disciple: Well, Srila Prabhupada, the
great scientist will say that for the sus-
tenance of life, there are certain condi-
tions.

Srila Prabhupada: That is not an an-
swer. What are those “certain con-
ditions™? That answer is vague. You
must tell us, Mr. Scientist: What, pre-
cisely, are those “certain conditions™
that sustain life? Only then are you an
authority.

| Well, for one thing, there has to be an

electrical charge in the heart.

Srila Prabhupada (to the scientist): Then
provide the electrical charge. Do it
Electricity is available.

Disciple: Well, for some persons whose
hearts have stopped, medical person-

nel apply electrical nodes to the heart |

and seemingly bring the persons back
to life.

Srila Prabhupada: “Back to life.” For
how long?

Disciple: Life can continue.

Srila Prabhupada: Continue forever?
Disciple: Well, no.

Srila Prabhupada: So? The person will
still die. This brief continuing of life—

| that is another thing. The person will

still die.

Now, why will he die? What is that
condition which producesdeath? If you
say, as a chemist, “Well, death comes
about because the chemical condition
has changed,” then we shall reply, “Es-
sentially, the chemical condition has
remained unchanged. After all, imme-
diately after someone’s body has died,

| life will still come out. So many germs

and worms—they will come out.”
So how can you say, “The chemi-

| cal condition that produces life has

changed™? How can you say that? The
thing is, the specific life we called “Mr.
John™has gone away and is not coming

Disciple (again playing the scientist): | back. That “Mr. John —that specific

Vou're Jnvited!
The Sunday Feast

Most Hare Krsna centers around the world put on

a special festival every Sunday—for regulars as well

as newcomers. You're invited to join in the festival of

music, dance, and spiritual discourse and then share

hearty plates of savories, sweets, and vegetable ex-

travaganzas. Come by and relish the taste of the

world’s oldest cultural tradition. Call your nearest

center to find out the schedule for the Sunday Feast.

(See “Centers,” page 59.)
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living entity—is not coming back.
| Therefore, that specilfic living entity is
totally different from matter; he is a
totally distinct, totally spiritual entity,
asoul.
Disciple: So, Srila Prabhupada, we can
distinguish that the soul who goes away
from the material body has nothing to
do with the worms and germs that go
on living in the body after death. But
before the soul goes away from the
material body, does he have something
to do with the innumerable souls who
live within the body’s cells? I think that
in the past you've said each cell con-
tains a distinct and individual soul.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, I said that.
Disciple: So.during the time before the
“main soul” goes away from the body,
could we say that these other souls
living in the cell structures are support-
ing that one particular soul?
Srila Prabhupada: No. They are living
their own individual lives, irrespective
of that particular soul. For instance,
there are many germs living in some
person’s,say Mr. John's, stool. Why are
those germs living there? Simply be-
cause stool is their ideal place for liv-
ing; that’s all. But those germs have
nothing to do with that particular soul,
Mr. John.
Disciple: But it looks as if I am the
proprietor of these othersouls living in
my body’s cells.
Srila Prabhupada: No. no. You are not
the proprietor. No one here is a propri-
| etor. Even if your current condition
| may seem like that of a proprietor, you
have been placed into that condition
by God. So the real proprietor is God.
You are simply placed into that some-
what privileged condition: that’s all.
You are not the proprietor—you are
dependent on the condition offered by
God.
Disciple: But for example,Srila Prabhu-
pada, in an office the boss is working
and there are various secretarics and
clerks helping him.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. But in your
example, the real boss is the chief
man who is assigning the work: “You
work like that. You work like this.
You work in this other way.”
Disciple: So I am the boss.
Srila Prabhupada: No. You are not
the boss. You are also one of the
| workers. €9



GANGA SAFARI

(continued from page 53)

temple of Govinda Ghosa, another as- |

sociate of Lord Caitanya.

March 29

Afterabriefhaltat ISKCON Maya-
pur. we stop at Samudragarh. where
the Ocean came and touched Navad-
vipa Dhama-—the sacred abode of Lord
Caitanya—and where the great devo-
tee king Samudra Senamet Lord Krsna
5,000 years ago.

March 30

We float down the Ganga to Pyari
Ganga. Here Lord Caitanya entered
the heart of Nakula Brahmacari, who
in spiritual ecstasy scemed like a man
haunted by a ghost. He laughed, danced,
trembled. and made rumbling noises.
He even displayed the same bodily
luster as Lord Caitanya’s,

We reach Ambika Kalna late in the
day. Because of rain, we can’t get to the
site of a festival organized by local
devotees.

March 31

The rain has subsided. Early in the
morning we tour Ambika Kalna.

First we visit the temple of Gauridasa
Pandita and hear the story of how his
large, beautiful Deities of Gaura-Nitai
(Caitanya-Nityananda) once left the
altar and joined a group of devotees
chanting Hare Krsna. Gauridasa
Pandita wanted Lord Caitanya and
Nityananda Prabhu to stay in Kalna
permanently. When the Lords told him
that wasn’t possible, he asked if They
would allow him to make Deities of
Them and thus always be present there
in Their Deity forms. After the wooden
Deities were completed. Gauridasa
requested Lord Caitanya and Nitya-
nanda Prabhu to stay and let the Dei-
ties go instead. To prove that They and
their Deity forms are identical, the
Lords placed themselves on the altar,
raised Their arms, and became wooden
Deities. And the Deities walked away
out the door of the temple. Gauridasa
requested the mobile forms to remain,
but They raised Their arms and became
motionless Deities, and the Deities on
the altar walked away. They repeated
this a few times, until Gauridasa could
nolonger distinguish between his Lords

Responsible Publishimg

Why and How the BBT Publishes
Revisions of Srila Prabhupada’s Books

Because Srila Prabhupada’s
books are sacred works, his

followers may sometimes wonder:

Is it proper to edit them? Is it
proper to revise them? In this
book. Srila Prabhupada’s pub-
lisher, the Bhaktivedanta Book

Trust, answers these and related
questions. Softbound, 82" x 11",

67 pages. $1.50 plus shipping.

and Their Deity forms.

Nearby we visit a temple of Radha-
Syamasundara. Stiryadasa Sarakela. the
father-in-law of Lord Nityananda and
elder brother of Gauridasa Pandita,
worshiped these Deities. Next stop is
the samacdhi of Bhagavan Dasa Babaji,
a friend of Jagannatha Dasa Babaji.
When Bhagavan Dasa was too old to
go to the Ganga. the Ganga came lo
him. Near his place of worshipis a small
stairway down to Patal Ganga. where
he would bathe.

April 1

Buses take us to Adisaptagram to
see the asrama and temple of Uddha-
rana Datta Thakura. whose samadhi
we visited a few days ago. According to
the Caitanya-caritamrta, Uddharana
Datta Thakura was born with the right
to worship Lord Nityananda. Srila
Prabhupada is in the family line of
Uddharana Datta Thakura.

Lord Nityananda spent much time
here. Once He stuck a wooden spoon
into the ground here, and up popped a
flowering tree, still flowering today.

Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami’s birth-
place, our next stop, is in a secluded
spot next to the Sarasvati River. here

just a stream. In the temple, we offer
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The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
3764 Watseka Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90034

Phone: (310) 837-5283

Fax: (310) 837-1056

E-mail: sura.acbsp@com.bbt.se

respects to his mirti (carved form) and
touch his shoes. His house is about a

| mile through the jungle from here.

Next we go to Sivananda Sena’s
temple, established by his son’s dis-
ciple.

Our last stop is Caitanya-doba, at
Halisahar. When the Lord visited this
holy place and was told it was the birth-
place of His spiritual master, ISvara
Puri, the Lord declared. “This spot is
worshipable for Me.” He picked up a
clod of dirt and wrapped it in His cloth.
So many devotees followed the Lord’s
example and removed so much dirt
that they dug out a hole approximately
60 feet by 150 feet, which then filled
with water. Later a brick retaining wall
was built around the lake.

April 2

This morning we go to the Anna-
purna temple, where one asks permis-
sion to enter the dhama, the holy land
of Lord Caitanya’s pastimes. Down the
streetisa Radha-Syamasundaratemple
established by Biracandra Prabhu. Lord
Nityananda’s son. Lord Nityananda
lived here with his two wives: Jahnava
and Vasudha, Biracandra’s mother.

Jayapataka Swami tells us the story
of the appearance of this very beautiful
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Deity. One night Biracandra had a
dream in which Krsna came to him and
said He would manifest Himsell in
stone. Biracandra should get that stone
and make a Deity.

Later, Emperor Hussein Shah’s
son, who had heard of the power of
Biracandra, sent for him.

“My daughter is very sick,” the
prince told Biracandra. “If you cure
her, I'll give vou whatever you want. If
you don’t, you're an impostor, and I'll
kill you.”

Biracandracured the daughter.Then
he asked the Shah’s son for a stone
from the palace wall.

The Shah’s son protested, “But that
stone is supporting everything. If you
take it, the wall will collapse.”

But finally he agreed.” Do whatever
you want.”

When Biracandra started a kirtana,
the stone slid out and fell down, but
nothing else moved. He wanted to take
the stone to the Ganga, but no one
could move it,even by using elephants.
The devotees started chanting again,
and then they were able to move the
stone easily. Some people objected to
bathing the stone in the Ganga, afraid
it would sink. but when it was placed in
the Ganga. it floated.

Biracandra gave the stone to a
man to carve a Deity. The first Deity
he carved was too big, the second one
too small, and finally the third one
fit the proportions of the Deity in

Biracandra’s dream. It is this third
Deity we are now seeing as Radha-
Syamasundara. The first Deity carved
is Radha-Nanda-dulala, ten miles
from here. The second Deity, Radha-
Radhavallabha. is worshiped in a
temple across the river.

From Radha-Syamasundara’s tem-
ple we walk to Biracandra’s birthplace
(Lord Nityananda’s residence) to offer
respects to his marti and his Radha-
Krsna Deities. The piajari there tells
us Biracandra Prabhu took initiation
from Jahnava, his stepmother. One
day Jahnava was cooking, and her sari
fell from her head. Biracandra saw
that she manifested two more arms to
catch her sari.

After crossing the Ganga, we take
a riksha to a temple of Lord Jagan-
natha. This is the place of the associate
of Lord Caitanya named Kamalakara
Pippalai. Approaching the temple,
we first notice the huge festival cart
(ratha) sitting in the street. No one is
worried it will be stolen, because it’s
made of solid iron and steel. It takes
five hundred people to pull the cart
on Rathayatra day.

We are all allowed inside the Deity
room of Jagannatha, Baladeva, and
Subhadra. The Deities are six hundred
years old. Paintings on the walls of the
kirtana hall depict the long story of
Their appearance.

After our last stretch down the
Ganga, we arrive at Panihati. where we

disembark for the last time.

Jayapataka Swami tells us that Lord
Caitanya resides wherever Lord Nit-
yvananda dances. Once while Lord
Caitanya was in South India, Lord
Nityananda danced here at Raghava
Pandita’s house. Lord Caitanya came
tosee,but only Lord Nityananda could
see Him.

“He’s here, and He’s wearing a gar-
land of flowers from South India,”
Nityananda Prabhu informed to his
followers. “If you breathe deeply, you
can smell it.”

They did so and became ecstatic.

Lord Nityananda came here to Rag-
hava Pandita’s house regularly, as He
lived nearby. The devotees had such
ecstatic kirtanas they'd pull up palm
trees and dance with them, they'd
pick up bamboo rods and play them
like flutes, and they'd perform other
superhuman feats. Lord Nityananda
pumped everyone full of transcenden-
tal ecstasy, and Bengal was flooded
with kirtana.

We arrive back in Mayapur at 9:30
P.M., blissfully singing, “Ganga!
Ganga!” &

Mahamaya Devi Dasi was initiated by
Srila Prabhupdada in New York in 1971.
She is a proofreader and the compiler of
a database of Srila Prabhupada’s dis-
ciples. She and her husband and 14-
year-old son live most of the year in
Mayapur and Vrindavana.

LIFE (continued from page 38)

master, His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada. was in-
strumental in fulfilling the desire and
prediction of Lord Caitanya. And
what has been the consequence of
chanting throughout the world? Peo-
ple addicted to all sorts of bad habits
have given up their vicious activities
and are following regulative princi-
ples: no eating meat, fish. or eggs, no
intoxication, no gambling, and no illi-
cit sex. Those who from babyhood
were fed meat, without any consider-
ation that meat-eating is wrong, have
become vegetarians, or “Krsnatarians,’
who eat only sanctified food offered
to the Lord. The potency of chanting
of the names of God is so great. And
[ believe that our aspirations for rev-
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erence for all life, for an end to un-
necessary violence, can be successful
only if people are engaged on a large
scale in chanting the holy names of
God. Thank you very much. Hare
Krsna.”

Sri Bhari Malhotra interjected,
“Why don’t we all chant!”

I continued: “Actually, these names
of God are not sectarian. There is no
question of a Hindu God or a Muslim
God or a Christian God. There is only
one God, who is the supreme father of
all of us. And He is not Hindu, Chris-
tian or Muslim, but He is the supreme
spirit soul.

“So now we’'ll chant Hare Krsna,
and later.if any of you want to lead the
chanting ol any other name of God. we
will also be happy to join in.”

BACKTO GODHEAD « MARCH/APRIL 1999

I led the audience in chanting the
Hare Krsna mantra responsively. first
two words at a time, then four, then
cight, and finally all sixteen words.
Eventually almost everyone in the au-
dience—respectable ladies and gentle-
men of various faiths—were standing
and clapping and singing: Hare Krsna.
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama,
Hare Hare.

I thought. *Now the conference is
successful. The participants have
chanted the holy names of Krsna (God).
the origin of all life.” €

Giriraja Swami serves as an ISKCON
Governing Body Comissioner for
Mumbai, Mauritius, Spain, Portugal,
South Africa, and several other places.
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The International Society for Krishna Consciousness

GENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

INDIA

Agartala, Tripura — Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799 001
Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Satellite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Crossing, Ahmedabad 380 054/
Tel. (079) 674-9827 or -9945/ E-mail: jasomatinandan.acbsp@com.bbt.se
Allahabad, U. P. — Hare Krishna Dham, 161 Kashi Raj Nagar, Baluaghat 211 003/
Tel. (0532) 405294
Bamanhore, Gujarat — N.H. 84, Surendra-nagar District
Bangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 ‘R’ Block, Chord Rd., Rajaji Nagar 560 010/
Tel. (080) 332-1956/ Fax: (080) 332-4818/ E-mail: mpandit@giasbg01.vsnl.net.in
Baroda, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 350 021/ Tel. (0D265) 326299/
Fax: (0265) 331012/ E-mail: baroda@com.bbt se
Belgaum, Karnataka — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 530 006
Bharatpur, Rajasthan — c/o Jeevan Nirman Sansthan, 1 Gol Bagh Rd., 321 001/
Tel. (05644) 22044/ Fax; (05644) 25742
Bhubaneswar, Orissa — N.H. No. 5, IRC Village, 751 015/ Tel. (0674) 453517, 453475, or 454283/
-E-mail: bhaktarupa.achsp@com.bbt se
Bombay — (see Mumbai)
Calcutta, W. Bengal — 3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. (033) 247-3757 or -6075/
Fax; (033) 247-8515/ E-mail: calcutta@com bbt.se
Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-8, 160 036/
Tel. (0172) 601590 or 503232
Chennai, Tamil Nadu — 59, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 600 017/ Tel. (044} 434-3266/
Fax: (044) 434-5929/ E-mail: bhanu swami@com.bbt.se
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu — Padmam 387, VGR Puram, Alagesan Rd.1, 641 011/ Tel, (0422)
435878 or 442749/ Fax: (0422) 435978 or 446355/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@com.bbt.se
Dwarka, Gujarat — Bharatiya Bhavan, Devi Bhavan Rd., Dwarka 361335/
Tel. (02892) 34606/ Fax: (02892) 34319
Guntur, A.P. — Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509
Guwahati, Assam — Ulubari Chariali, South Sarania, 781 007/ Tel. (0361) 545963/
E-mail: guwahati@com.bbt.se
Hanumkonda, A.P. — Neeladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506 011/ Tel. (08712) 77399
Haridwar, U.P. — Prabhupada Ashram, G. House, Nai Basti, Bhimgoda, Haridwar 249401
(mail: P.0. Bax 4)/ Tel. (0133) 422655 or 425849
Hyderabad, A.P. — Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ Tel. (040) 594969/
E-mail: hyderabad@com.bbt.se
Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Rd., 795 001/ Tel. (0385) 221587
Jaipur, Rajasthan — AB-95/96 Chanakya Marg, Nirman Nagar, 302019/ Tel. (0141) 399650 or
302437/ Fax: (0141) 360273/ E-mail: iskcon@ip1.vsnl.net.in
Katra, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Srila Prabhupada Marg, Kalka Mata
IMandir, Katra (Vashnov Mata) 182 101/ Tel, (01991) 33047
Kurukshetra, Haryana — 369 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132 118/ Tel. (01744) 22806 or 23529
Lucknow, U.P. — 1 Ashok Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg, 226 018
Madras — (see Chennai)
Madurai, Tamil Nadu — 32 Chellatthamman Koil 5t. (Mear Simmakkal), Madurai 625 001/
Tel. (0452) 627565
Mangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Ashram, Rosario Church Rd., Pandeshwar, Mangalare,
574001/ Tel. (0824) 420474
Mayapur, W. Bengal —Shree Mayapur Chandredaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham,
Dist. Nadia {mail: P.0. Box 10279, Ballyganj, Calcutta 700 019)/ Tel. (03472) 45239,
45240, or 45233/ Fax: (03472) 45238/ E-mail: mayapur.chandrodaya@com.bbt se
Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd.J Tel. 795133
Mumbai, Maharashtra (Bombay) — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (022) 620-6860/
Fax; (022) 620-5214/ E-mail: parijata@pronto.bbt.se
Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Chowpatty, 400 007/ Tel. (022) 367-4500 or
369-0532/ Fax; (022) 367-7941/ E-mail; radha.krishna@com.bbt.se
Mumbai, Maharashtra — Shrusthi Complex, Mira Rd. (E), opposite Royal College, Thane,
401 107/ Tel. (022) 881-7795 or -7796/ Fax: (022) 811-8875
Nagpur, Maharashtra — Sri Sri Radha Gopinath Mandir, Plot Mo 1, Abhayankar Nagar Petrol
Pump, Abhayankar Nagar, 440 010/ Tel, (0712) 224180 or 224767
New Delhi — Sant Nagar Main Rd. (Garhi), behind Nehru Place Complex (mail: P. 0. Box 7061),
110 085/ Tel. (011) 623-5133/ Fax: (011) 643-3540 (Attn: ISKCON)/
E-mail: ram.nam.gkg@com.bbt.se
New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110 026/ Tel. (011) 541-0782
Pandharpur, Maharashira — Hare Krsna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Sholapur,
413 304/ Tel, (0218) 623473
Patna, Bihar — Rajendra Nagar Rd. No. 12, 800 016/ Tel. (0612) 50765
Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (0212} 667259
Puri, Orissa — Sipasurubuli Puri, Dist, Puri/ Tel. (06752) 24592 or 24534

Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuthi, Swargadwar, Puri/ Tel. (06752) 23740
Secunderabad, A.P. — 27 St. John's Rd., 500 026/ Tel. (040) 780-5232/ Fax: (040) 814021/
E-mail: sahadeva.brs@com.bbt.se
Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Cachar Dist., 788 004
Siliguri, W. Bengal — Gitalpara, 734 406/ Tel. (0353) 426619/ Fax; (0353) 526130/
E-mail: iskcon@dte.vsnl.net.in
Sri Rangam, Tamil Nadu — 16A Thiruvadi St., Trichy, 620 006/ Tel, (0431) 433945
Sural, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel. (0261) 685516 or 685891
Surat, Gujarat — Bhaklivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surat-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur,
P.0. Gangadhara, Dist. Surat, 394 310/ Tel. (0261) 667075
Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), Kerala — T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud,
695 014/ Tel. (0471) 328197/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@com.bbt se
Tirupati, A, P, — K.T. Rd., Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel. (08574) 20114
Udhampur, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Prabhupada Marg, Prabhupada
Nagar, Udhampur 182 101/ Tel. (01992) 70298
Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKCON Hare Krishna Land, 338 120/ Tel. (02692) 30798
Varanasi, U. P. — Annapurna Nagar, Vidyapith Rd., Varanasi 221 001/ Tel, (0542) 362617
Urindavana, U, P, — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti,
Mathura Dist., 281 124/ Tel. (0565) 442478 or 442355/ Fax: (0565) 442596/
E-mail: 105146.1570@compuserve.com; (Gurukula:) vourukula@com.bbt.se
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Ahmedabad District, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)
Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj
Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Oham, Dist. Gadhachiroli, 442 603/ Tel. (0218) 623473
Hyderabad, A. P. —P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., R.R. Dist., 501 401/ Tel. 552924
Karataka — Bhaktivedanta Eco-Village, Nagodi P.0., Vollur Valley, Hosanagar Talug, Shivioga
District, Karnataka 577 425 (mail: Garuda Guha, Kollur, D.K. District, Karnataka 576 220)
Mayapur, West Bengal — (contact [SKCON Mayapur)
Vrindavana, U.P. — Vrinda Kund, Nandagaon, Dist. Mathura, U.P./ E-mail: vrinda@aol.com
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Calcutta — Hare Krishna Karma-Free Confectionary, 6 Russel St., Calcutta 700 071

CANADA

Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth St. N.E., T2E 353/ Tel. (403) 265-3302/ Fax: (403) 547-0795/
E-mail: sahadevs@cadvision.com

Edmanton, Alberta — 9353 35th Ave., TGE 5RS/ Tel. (403) 439-099%/
E-mail: jsharma@mail.awinc.com

Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 265/ Tel. & fax: (514) 521-1301/
E-mail: iskconmontreal@sprint.ca

Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St. E., KIN 644/ Tel. (613) 565-6544/ Fax: (613) 565-2575/
E-mail: 1026232417 @compuserve.com

Regina, Saskalchewan — 1279 Retallack St., S4T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-1640

Toronto, Ontario — 243 Ave. Rd., M5R 26/ Tel. (416) 922-5415/ Fax: (416) 922-1021/
E-mail: toronto@com.bbt.se

Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 S.E. Maring Dr., Burnaby V/5J 3G8&/ Tel. (604) 433-9728/
Fax: (604) 431-7251; Govinda's Restaurant: (604) 433-2428/ E-mail: jaygo@direct.ca

RURAL COMMUNITY
Ashcroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama (mail: P.0. Box 99, VOK 1A0, attn: Uttama Devi Dasi)/
Tel. (250) 453-2397/ Fax; (250) 453-2622 [attn: (250) 453-2397)/
E-mail: deva.deva.isi@com.bbt.se

U.S.A.

Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 378-9234/
Fax: (404) 373-3381/ E-mail: 76415.175@compuserve.com
Austin, Texas — 807-A E. 30th St., 78705/ Tel. (512) 320-0372/ Fax: (512) 320-0477/
E-mail: sankarsana@aol.com
Ballimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomshury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410) 744-4068 or 719-6738
Tel. & fax; (410) 744-1624
Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart 5t., 94705/ Tel. (510) 540-8215/ E-mail: berkeley@com.org
Boise, ldaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/
E-mail: arun_gupta@hp-hoise-omd.om.hp.com
Boston, Massachusetls — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/
Fax: (617) 266-3744/ E-mail: iskboston@aol.com
Chicago, Ninois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (773) 973-0900/ Fax; (773) 973-0526/
E-mail: trvkrm@aol.com
Columbus, Ohio — 373 W. Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/ Fax: (614) 294-0545/
E-mail: malati.achsp@com.bbt.se

Note for international phone calls: When dialing from outside the country, drop the “0" that begins most city codes (the numbers shown in parentheses). Exceptions:
For Spain, the number to drop is the initial "9, for the CIS, “8." Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (31).
# New listing 4 Temples with restaurants or dining e Revised listing
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Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330/ Fax; (214) 823-7264/
E-mail: trkrishnas@aol.com
Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry 5t., 80220/ Tel, (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-9052/
E-mail: nmd@com.org
Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ Fax: (313) 822-3748/
E-mail: fmansion@flash.net
Eugene, Oregon — 426 E. 12th Ave., 97401/ Tel. (541) 345-9053/ E-mail: eugene@com.hbt.se
Gainesville, Florida — 214 N, 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (352) 336-4183/ E-mail: krishna@afn.org
Gurabo, Puerta Rico — P. 0. Box 1338, 00778/ Tel. {787) 737-3917/ E-mail: raul.rodez@hotmail.com
Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main 5t., E. Harlford, 06108/ Tel. & fax: (B60) 289-7252/
E-mail; bhaktirasa@poboxes.com
Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 595-3947/ Fax: (808) 585-3433/
E-mail: iskcon@aloha.net
Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482/ Fax: (713) 656-0669/
E-mail: mbalar@hal-pe.org
Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion St., 92651/ Tel. (714) 494-7029/ Fax: (714) 497-9707/
E-mail: jagai@rupa.com
Long Island, New York — 157 S. Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4908/
E-mail: nimainitai@aol.com
Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676/ Fax: (310) 639-2715/
E-mail; svavasa.achsp@com.bbt.se
Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 {mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/
Tel. (305) 442-7218/ Fax: (305) 444-7145/ E-mail: kesava.swami@com.bbt.se
New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 486-3583/
E-mail: kmkdas@aol.com
New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St.. Brooklyn. 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714/
Fax: (718) 875-6127/ E-mail: ramabhadra@acl.com
New York, New York — 26 Second Ave., 10003/ Tel. (212) 420-1130/ E-mail: dayananda@msn.com
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600/
Fax: (215) 247-8702/ E-mail; vindavana@netreach.net
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South St., 19148/ Tel. (215) 985-9335/
E-mail: savecows@aol.com
Phoenix, Arizona — 100 South Weber Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel. (602) 705-4900/
Fax: (602) 705-4901/ E-mail: 105613.1744@compuserve.com
Portland, Oregon — 5137 N.E. 42 Ave. 97218/ Tel, (503) 267-3252/ Fax: (503) 284-8350 (call first)/
E-mail: ksetra@aol.com
St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Boulevard., 63108/ Tel, (314) 535-8085/
Fax: (314) 535-0672/ E-mail: sth@com.org
San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (618) 483-2500/
Fax: (619) 483-0941/ E-mail: dmraj@ix.netcom.com
San Jose — 2679 New Jersey Ave., 95124/ Tel. {408) 559-3197
Sealtle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave, S.E., Issaquah. 98027/ Tel. (206) 391-3203/
Fax: (206) 868-8928/ E-mail: haribol@iskeon.net
Spanish Fork, Utah — Krishna Temple Project & KHQN Radio, 8628 S. State Rd., 84660/
Tel. (801} 798-3550/ Fax: (80d1) 798-9121/ E-mail: carudask@burgoyne.com
Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Mylic 5t., 32304/ Tel. & fax: (850) 681-9258/
E-mail: frr2B97@garnet.acns.fsu.edu
Towaco, New Jersey — P.0. Box 108, 07082/ Tel. & fax: (973) 289-0970/
E-mail: samik-rsi.achsp@com.bhbt.se
Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Or., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ Fax: (520) 791-0906/
E-mail: 105613.1744@compuserve.com
Washington, D.C. — 3200 lvy Way, Harwood, MD 20776/ Tel. (301) 261-4493/ Fax: (301) 261-4797/
E-mail: btswami@ibm.net
Washington, D.C. — 10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100/
Fax: (301) 299-5025/ E-mail: potomac@com.bbt.se
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Alachua, Florida (New Ramana-reti) — P.0. Box 819, 32616/ Tel. (904) 462-2017/
E-mail: iskcon@ain.org
Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Rd., 39426/ Tel. (601) 748-0544 or
799-1354/ Fax: (601) 799-2924/ E-mail: talavan@datastar.net
Guraho, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — (contact ISKCON Gurabo)

Hillsborough, North Caralina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd.. 27278/ Tel. (919) 732-6492/

Fax: (919) 732-8033/ E-mail: bkgoswami@compuserve.com

Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindavan) — R.D. No. 1. Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/
Tel. (304) 843-1600/ Fax: (304( 854-0023/ E-mail: palaceofgold@juno.com

Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. No. 1. Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel. (615) 759-6888/
Fax: (615) 759-5785/ E-mail; 104400.3353@compuserve.com

Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gila Nagari) — R.D. Mo. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. & fax: (717) 527-4101/
E-mail: acyutadasi@acsworld.net

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Eugene, Oregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W. 8th St., 57401/ Tel. (503) 686-3531

Gainesville, Florida — Radha's. 125 NW 23rd Ave., 32609/ Tel. (352) 376-9012

San Juan, Puerto Rico — Gopal, 2018 Calle Tetuan, \igjo San Juan, 00901/ Tel. (787) 724-0229

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brocklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE, Northern lreland/
Tel. +44 (01232) 620530
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Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rdl., Edgbaston, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (0121) 420-4999

Bristal, England — Alberta Cottage, Wraxhall Rd., Nailsea, BS19 1BN/ Tel. +44 (01275) 853788

Cardiff, Wales — 18 Greenfield Place, Cagrphilly, Mid Glamorgan/ Tel. <44 (01222) 831579

Cork, Ireland — Highland Cottage, 81, Lower Glanmire Road, Cork City/ Tel. (021} 552976/
E-mail: cork@com.hbt.se

Coventry, England — Sri 8ri Radha Krishna Cultural Centre, Kinfield Rd., Radford, West
Midlands (mail: 19 Gloucester St., CV1 3BZ)/ Tel. +44 (011203) 552822 or 555420/
E-mail: haridas kds@com.bit.se

Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd.. Lesmahagow. Lanarkshire ML11 0ES/
Tel. +44 (01555) 894790/ Fax; +44 (01555) 894526/
E-mail: 106225.2716@compuserve.com

Leicester, England — 21/21A Thorashy St., North Evington, Leicester LES 4GU/
Tel. & fax: +44 (0116) 236-7723/ E-mail: gauranga.sundara@com.bbt.se

Liverpool, England — 1144 Bold St England, Merseyside, L1 4HY/ Tel, +44 (0151) 708-8400 or
B43-8817/ E-mail: iskcon.liverpool.uk@com.bbt.se

London, England (city) — 3/10 Scho St., W1V 5DA, England/ Tel. +44 (0171) 437-3662,
(residential/pujaris/shop:) 433-3606/ Fax: +44 (0171) 439-1127; Govinda’s Restaurant:
Tel, +44 (0171) 437-4928; (office:) 437-5875/ E-mail; london@com.bbi.se

London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg. Hilfield Lane, Watfard, Herls,
WD2 BEZ. England/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244/ Fax: +44 (01923 852896/
E-mail; bhaktivedanta. manor@com.bbt.se

London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Rd., South Norwood, London SE25/
Tel. +44 (0181) 656-4296 or 654-3138

Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd.. Whalley Range, Manchester 16 8FT/
Tel. +44 (0161) 226-4416/ Tel. & fax: +44 (0161) 860-6117/
E-mail: krishna.dharma.mg@.com.hbt.se

Newcastle upon Tyne, England — 304 Wesigate Rd., Tyne & Wear, NE4 68R/
Tel. +44 (0191) 222-0150

Plymouth, England — 5 Erme Park, Ermington, Devon PL2 LY, England/
Tel. +44 (01548) 830085

Romford, England — 3 Rowan Walk, Hornchureh, Essex, RM11 2J4, England/
Tel. +44 (01708) 454092

RURAL COMMUNITIES

County Wicklow, Ireland — Rathgorragh, Kiltegan/ Tel. & fax: +353 (0508) 73305 or 73292/
E-mail; pragosa@connect.ie

Lisnaskea, Northern Ireland — Govindadvipa Dhama, ISKCON Inishrath Island, BT92 9GN
Lisnaskea, Co. Fermanagh/ Tel. +44 (013657) 21512 or 22682

London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manar)

{Krishna conscious pragrams are held regularly in more than twenty other cities in the U.K. For
information, contact Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P.O. Box 324,
Borehamwood, Herts WDE 1NB/ Tel. +44 [0181] B05-1244.)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Dublin, lreland — Govinda's Restaurant, 4 Aungier St., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01) 475-0308/
E-mail: pragosa@connect.ie

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide — 227 Henley Beach Rd., Torrensville, SA 5031/ Tel. +61 (08) 8234-1376/
Fax: (08) 8234-1481/ E-mail: nash0024@flinders. edu.au
Brishane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indooroopilly), OLD 4068/
Tel. +61 (07) 3379-5455/ Fax: +61 (07) 3379-5880/ E-mail: brishane@cam.bbt se
Canberra — 117 Hawksbury Crescent, Farrer, AT 2607/ Tel. +61 (02) 6290-1869/
Fax: +61 (06) 286-4700/ E-mail: adi-p@msn.com
Melbourne — 197 Danks St., Albert Park (mail: P.0. Box 125), VIC 3206/
Tel. +61 (03) 9699-5122/ Fax: +61 (03) 9690-4093/ E-mail: melnourne@iskcon.net
Perth — 144 Railway Parads (mail: P.0. Box 102), Bayswater, WA 6053)/ Tel. +61 (08) 9370-
1552/ Fax: +61 (08) 9272-6636/ E-mail: perth@com.hbt.se
Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 (mail: P.0. Box 453, Cammeray,
NSW 2062)/ Tel. +61 (02) 9959-4558/ Fax: +61 (02) 9957-1893/
E-mail: sraduucp@sraddha,dialix.oz.au
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandagram) — Oak Hill. Dean's Marsh Rd.. Bambra, VIC 3241/
Tel. +61 (052) 887383/ Fax; +61 (052) 887309
Millfield, NSW — New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mt. View Rd.. Millfield, near Cessnack
[mail: P.0. Box 389, Cessnock], NSW 2325)/ Tel. +61 (049) 981800/ Fax: (Sydney temple)
Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungelia, via Murwillumbah
(mail; P.0. Box 687), NSW 2484/ Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6672-6579 or -3047
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Adelaide — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 79 Hindley St., SA 5000/ Tel. +61 (08) 8231-5258
Brishane — Govindas, 1st floor, 99 Elizabeth St., QLD 4000/ Tel. +61 (07) 3210-0255
Brisbane — Hare Krishna Food for Lite, 190 Brunswick St., Fortitude Valley, QLD/
Tel. +61 (07) 3854-1016/ E-mail: brisbane@com.bit.se
Melhourne — Crossways. 1st Floor, 123 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-2939/
E-mail: crossways@iskeon.net
Melbourne — Gopals, 139 Swanston St.. VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-1578
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Perth — Hara Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/
Tel, +61 (08) 9227-1684/ E-mail: perih@com.bbt.se

Sydney — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 5290 King St., Newtown, NSW 2042/
Tel. +61 (02) 5550-6524

FlJI
Lahasa — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912/ E-mail: fiji@com.bbl.se
Lautoka — 5 Tavewsa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax; +679 663039/
E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
Rakiraki — Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243/ E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
Suva — Joyce Place, Off Pilling Rd. Nasinu 7% miles, Samabula(mail: P-0. Box 3957)/
Tel: +679 381161/ E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
RESTAURANTS
Labasa — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Rd / Tel. +679 811364
Lauloka — Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa St and Maviti St./ Tel. +679 662990
Suva — Gopal's, 18 Pratt St/ Tel. +679 314154/ E-mail: fiji@com.obt.se
NEW ZEALAND
Christehureh — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Bax 25-190, Christchurch)/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-5174/
Fax: +B4 (03) 366-1965/ E-mail: iskconchch@clear.net.nz
Wellington — 105 Newlands Rd.. Newlands (mail: P.0. Box 2753)/ Tel. +64 (04) 478-1414
RURAL COMMUNITY
Auckland (New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapal Golf Course
(mail: B.0. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 412-8075/ Fax: <64 (09) 412-7130
RESTAURANTS
Auckland — Gopal's, Civic House (1st floor), 291 Queen St/ Tel. +64 (09) 303-4885
Christohureh — Gopal's, 143 Worcester St/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-7035

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Port Moresby — Section 23, Lot 46, Gordonia St., Hahola (mail: P. 0. Box 571, POM NCD)/
Tel, +675 259213

EUROPE (partial list)

Amsterdam — Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 JX, Amsterdam, The Netherlands/

Tel. +31 (020) 675-1404/ Fax: +31 (020) 675-1405/ E-mail: amsterdam@com.bbt.se
Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12 Entlo 2, 08002 Barcelanal Tel. +34 (08) 302-5194
Bergamo, Italy — Villaggio Hare Krishna, (da Medolago sirada per Terno d'lsola) 24040 Chignalo

d'lsola (BG) Tel. +39 (035) 494-0706/ Fax: +39 (035) 494-0705/

E-mail: villagio.hare.krsna@com.bbt.se
Berlin— e\, Cuyrystrafle 1, 10997 Berlin/ Tal. & fax: +49 (030} 536-98789/

E-mail: haribalaba.hks@com.bbt.se
Butlapest — Mariaremetei ut. 77, Budapest 1028 1/ Tel. & fax; +36 (01) 275-8140/

E-mail: 100263, 3167@compuserve.com
Gopenhagen (Hillerod) — Baunevej 23, 3400 Hillerod/ Tel. +45 4828-6446/

Fax: +45 4828-7331/ E-mail: dk.community@com.bbt.se
Gutenstein, Austria — Vedisches Kulturzeutrum, Markt 58, 2770 Gutenstein/

Tel. & fax; +43 (02) 634731/ E-mail: austria@com.bit se
Helsinki — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D (Il krs) 00180, Helsinki/ Tel. +358 (0) 694-9879/

Fax: +358 (0} 694-9837
Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid, Spain/ Tel. +34 (91) 521-3096
0slo— Jonsrudve] 16, 0274 Oslo, Norway/ Tel. +47 (022) 552243/ Fax: +47 (022) 558172
Paris — 31 Rue Jean Vacquier, 93160 Noisy Iz Grand/ Tel. +33 (01) 4304-3263/

Fax; +33 (01) 4305-7864/ E-mail: parisisvara@wanadoo.ir
Prague — Jilova 290, Prague 5-Zlicin 155 00/ Tel. +420 (02) 302-1282 or 302-1608/

Fax: +42 (02) 302-1628/ E-mail: prague@com.bbl.se
Septon-Durbuy, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, B-6340 Septon-Durbuy/

Tel. +32 (086) 322926/ Fax: +32 (086) 322329/ E-mail: radhadesh@com.bbt.se
Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240 Stockholm/ Tel. +46 (08) 654-9002/ Fax: +46 (08) 650-881
Vienna, Austria— Bhaktivedanta-Zentrum Wien, Roetzergaase 34/3, 1170 Vienna/

Tel. & Fax: +43 (01) 481-9212/ E-mail: vienna@com.bbt.se
Warsaw — Mysiadlo, k. Warszawy, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11 (mail: MTSK, 02-770,

Warszawa 130, P.0. Box 257)/ Tel, #46 (022) 750-7797 or -B248/

Fax: +48 (022) 750-8249/ E-mail: warsaw@com.bbt.se
Ziirich — Bergstrasse 54, 8030 Zirich/ Tel. +41 (01) 262-3388/ Fax: +41 (01) 262-3114/

E-mail: syamananda.sns@com.bbt.se

RURAL COMMUNITIES
France (Bhaktivedanta Village) — Chateau Bellzvug, F-39700 Chatenois/ Tel. +33 (03) 8472-6235/

Fax: +33 (03) 8482-6973/ E-mail: guru-sakti.hks@com.bbt s
France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Male/

Tel. +33 (054) 402481

Germany (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel +49 (08583) 316/

Fax: +49 (08583) 1671

Italy (Sri Gauramandala) — Via Mazzanese km. 0,700, Settevenz-01036 Nepi (V T)/
Tel. +39 (0761) 527251/ Fax: +39 (0761) 527038

Italy (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Scopeti, 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa {F}/
Tel, +39 (055) 820054/ Fas: +39 (065) 628470

* e
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Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 (949) 280436/

E-mail: new vrajamandala@com.bbt.se
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 086002 Barcelona/
Tel. 434 (93) 318-7729

Copenhagen — Gavinda's, Nerre Farimagsgade 82, DK-1364 Kbh K/ Tel. +45 3333 7444

Heidelberg — Vegethali Restaurant, Mittelbad gasse 8, D-69117. Heidelberg/
Tel. +49 (06221) 168678

Milan — Govinda's, Via Valpstrosa 5, 20123 Milano / Tel. +39 (02) 862417

Oslo — Krishna's Cuising, Kirkeveien 598, 0364 Oslo/ Tel. +47 (02) 260-6250

Vienna — Govinda, Lindengasse 24, 1070 Viennal Tel. +43 (01) 522-2817

Ziirich — Preyergrasse 16, 8001 Ziirich/ Tel. +41 {01) 251-8859/ E-mail: nitai ram tkg@com.bbt s

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)

Kiev — ul. Menjinskogo, 21-b., 252054 Kiev, Ukraine/ Tel. +360 (8044) 244-4944/
E-mail: acyuta@krsna kiev.ua

Moscaw — 8/3, Khoroshevskoye sh. 125284 (mail: P.0. Box 69), Moscow/
Tel. +7 (095) 255-6711/ Fax: +7 (095) 945-3317

ASIA (partial list)

Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak St., Banagram, Dhaka 1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 236249
Hong Kong — 27 Chatham Rd. South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel. +852 (2) 7396818/
Fax: +852 (2) 724-2186/ E-mail: iskcon.hong keng@pronto.bbt.se
Jakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ Tel. +62 {021) 489-9646
Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha, Kathmandu (mail: P. 0. Box 3520)/ Tel. +977 (01) 371743/
Fax: +977 (01) 416396 (Attn: ISKCON)
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang
Lama, Petaling/ Tel. +60 (03) 780-7355, -7360. or -7369/ Fax: +60 (03) 781-1644/
E-mail: simheswar. jps@com.bbt.se
Wanila, Philippines — 92 Champagnat Rd., Marikina Heights. Conception, Marikina Gity
Tel Aviv, Israel — 16 King George St. (mail: P. 0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480)/
Tel. +972 (0) 528-5475 or 623-9011/ Fax: 4972 (03) 629-9011
Tokyo, Japan — 4-19-6 Kamitakada Nakano 1F, 164 Tokyo (Subarhu Building)/
Tel. +81 (03) 5343-9417 or -3811/ Fax: +81 (03) 5343-3812

LATIN AMERICA (partial list)

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054 (1431)/
Tel. +54 (01) 523-4232/ Fax: +54 (01) 523-8085/ E-mail: iskcon-ba@gopalngt.com
Georgetown, Guyana — 24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara
Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 or 308420/
E-mail: gurumanl@gcua.net.ec
Lima, Peru — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (014) 444-2871/ E-mail: limandir@inictel.gob.pe
Mexico City, Mexico — Tiburcio Montiel 45, Colonia San Miguel, Chapultepec D.F.,
11850 Mexico City/ Tel. & fax: +52 (5) 271-1953/ E-mail: mexico@com.bbt s
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil — Rua Mucu 120, Alto da Boa Vista, CEP 20531 180/ Tel. + 55 (021} 575-5235
San Salvador, El Salvador — (mail: Apartado Postal 1506)/ Tel. +503 780799
Santiago, Chile — Carrera 330/ Tel. +36 (02) 698-8044/ E-mail: 16108hk@entel.net
$a0 Paulo, Brazil — Av, Angelica, 2583, Santa Cecelia, CEP 01227 200/ Tel. +55 (011) 259-7352

AFRICA (partial list)

Accra, Ghana — Samsam Rd.. Off Accra-Nsawam Hwy., Medie, P.0. Box 11686,
Accra North, Ghana

Cape Town, South Africa — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) £89-1529/
Fax: +27 (021) 666-8233/ E-mail; cape.town@com.bbt.se

Durban, South Africa — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle (mail: P.0. Box 56003), Chatswarth,
4030/ Tel. +27 (031) 403-3328/ Fax: 427 (031) 403-4429/ E-mail: iskcon.durban@com.bbt se

Johannesburg, South Africa — 40 Impala Grescent, Ext. 5 (mail: P.0. Box 826), Lenasia, 1620
South Africa)/ Tel. +27 (011) 854-1975/ Tel. & fax: 427 (011) 852-3176

Lagos, Nigeria — 25 Jaiyeola Ajata St., Ajao Estate, off International Airpart Express Rd.
(mail: P.0. Box 8793, Osadi)/ Tel. & fax: +234 (01) 876169

Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds.
(mail: P.0. Box 82224, Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011} 312248

Nairabi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28946, Nairobi)/
Tel, +254 (02) 744365/ Fax: +254 (02) 740957

Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer, Phoenix {mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre
Bomnes)/ Tel. +230 696-55804/ Fax: +230 465-1066

Port Elizabeth, South Africa — 15 Whitehall Court, Western Rd., Port Elizabeth. 6000

Port Harcourt, Nigeria — Second Tarred Rd., Ogwaja \Waterside
(mail: P.0, Box 4429, Trans Amadi)

Pretoria, South Africa — 1189 Church St,, Hatfield, 0083 (mail: P.0. Box 14077, Hatfield, 0028)/
Tel. & fax; +27 (12) 342-6216/ E-mail: iskconpt@global.co.za

RURAL COMMUNITY

Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban, Bon Acceuil/

Tel. +230 418-3955
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FROM THE EDITOR

You Can Do It!

HERE IT IS,NEW YEAR'S DAY (my deadline
comes a couple of months before publication),
and like so many others, I’'msitting here thinking
about New Year’s resolutions. Our resolutions
usually involve giving up bad habits or picking
up good ones. We may not stick to our reso-
lutions, but that we make them at all tells us
at least one thing: we have an innate belief that
‘we can change, that we have at least some
ability to improve ourselves.

One problem with trying to change is the
reaction of our family and friends. They may
discourage us by saying we’ll never do it. Or
they might just make us uncomfortable when
we try to present our new and improved self.

Sometimes people can’t understand our
changes or don’t want us to change. When you
visit your mother after you've grown up, she
might be surprised that you don’tlike the same
food you liked as a child. “But you used to love
carrots!”

Srila Prabhupada sometimes quoted the
Bengali phrase nagna-matrika-nyaya:*the logic
of the naked mother.” The point is that it’s il-
logical to think that a grown woman will have
to run around naked just because she did so as
a child. In other words, people can change.

Srila Prabhupada applied this expression
to his disciples. Their families and friends were
often shocked to see they’d given up meat-
eating, illicit sex, intoxication, and gambling,
so much a part of their youth. They thought
the kids must be brainwashed, or that Krsna
consciousness, like bell bottoms, would be just
another passing fad.

People are sometimes surprised to find
that Hare Krsna devotees are still around after
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all these years. I was chanting downtown with
some devotees recently when a man passed
by and offered this comment: “Get over it.”

But chanting Hare Krsna has the power to
effect real, lasting change in anyone. Self-
improvement requires at least some inner
strength. We fail to honor our resolutions be-
cause we lack that strength. But chanting Hare
Krsna draws out the innermost strength—the
strength of the soul. It gets us in touch with our
real identity.

Another reason we fail to honor our reso-
lutionsisthatwe aren’tsure they're worthwhile.
What will I ultimately gain if I quit smoking or
gambling? I may solve some temporary prob-

ems, but if everything ends at death, what’s
the ultimate significance of denying myself
immediate pleasure?

By chanting Hare Krsna, we realize more
and more that we’re not these temporary bodies
buteternal spiritsouls. The soul—the “I”within
the body—in its pure state has no bad habits.
And it has immense power. That power comes
from love—Ilove for Krsna, the Supreme Lord.
If we tap that love, we can do anything. In the
material world we can see how powerful even
a person’s imperfect love can be. The soul’s
pure spiritual love of God is inestimably more
powerful. A pure devotee of the Lord can
accomplish extraordinary things. Because his
motive is the pleasure of his beloved Lord, he
is fortified with boundless resolve.

So here’s one resolution that will help you
follow all your other ones: resolve to regularly
chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare / Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare. — Nagaraja Dasa



rila Prabhupada’s Books

We carry all of Srila Prabhupada’s books, CDs,

lecture tapes, and videos. Call for more information.

New Printings

Srimad-Bhagavatam
First Canto, Part One
“The ripe fruit of the tree
of the Vedic literature.”
This is the seventh print-
ing of this volume. Hard-
bound (paper on board),
Y x 614", 476 pages,
$9.95. Entire 12-Canto
Stimad-Bhagavatam (18

dustjackets, $399.95

vols.), 6"x 9", hardbound,

Other Books by Srila Prabhupada

Bhagavad-gita As It Is (deluxe), $24.95
Svi Caitanya-caritamyta (9 volumes), $349.50
Easy Journey to Other Planets, $2.95
Life Comes from Life, $2.95 :
The Nectar of Devotion,$24:95-Special $9.95
The Nectar of Instruction, $2.95
The Path of Yoga, $6.95
Perfect (Juestions, Perfect Answers, $2.50
St [sopanisad, $2.95
The Science of Self-Realization (deluxe), $13.95
Teachings of Lord Caitanya,$19:95
Special $14.95
Teachings of Lord Kapila, $13.95
Teachings of Oueen Kuntt, $13.95
Folio VedaBASE CID (new version), $80 for

upgrade only. Please call for details.

(all to order 1-600-600- 3281.

Raja Vidya: The King
Of Knowledge
“We may be proud of our
academic education, but
if asked what we are, we
are not able to say. Only
after realizing that we are
not these bodies can we
enter into real knowledee
and understand what we
o actually are.” Softhound,

: | racksize, 133 pages, $1.95

Multimedia (D-ROM Books

By Krishna Software, Inc.

Bhagavad-gita As It Is
Contains the entire
Bhagavad-gita As It Is, as
well as many multimedia
features, such as narration
of the verses by Srila
Prabhupada and over 20

B GAVAD-GITA

hours of lectures. Other
highlights: Comprehensive
search by phrase or by
chapter and verse; over
200 color photos; many
recordings of bhajanas and
kirtanas. $34.95

Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead
Contains 89 chapters of Krsna's pastimes and 51
hours of audio information, including narrations of
Krsna by Srila Prabhupada, bhajanas of krsna-lila,

Multimedia Universal Form Demonstration, a tour of

the Vedic universe, a game based upon Krsna and
the Fifth Canto of the Bhagavatam, and much

more. $58.95

System trequirements for both CDs: Win-
dows 3.0 or higher, or NT; 486 or Pentium;
sound card with speakers.
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A : A Hare Krishna at Southern Methodist University
[IARE ' Collected Essays 1995-1997
KRISHNA 1 By Tamal Krishna Goswami. Brilliant, award-winning

P = essays illuminate philosophical, religious, and ISKCON
o topics. Among the 13 essays are “From Faith to Reason,”
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Srila Prabhupida

Samadi Diar

“Six Myths of Our Time,” I Have My Doubts,” and
“Our Ecological Crisis.” Hardbound, 352 pages, $14.95

TKG’s Diary

By Tamal Krishna Goswami. This diary covers February,
1977, through November 14, 1977, when the author was
Srila Prabhupada’s personal secretary and assistant.
Unedited and unabridged, the diary contains details from
Prabhupada’s last days never before published.
Hardbound, 364 pages, $14.95

My Letters from Srila Prabhupada—Vols. 1 & 2

By Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami. The author’s collection of
letters from Prabhupada and his commentary on them.
Beautifully illustrated with many vintage photos. Vol. 1—
With Srila Prabhupada in the Early Days, hardbound,

349 pages. Vol. 2—You Cannot Leave Boston, hardbound,
307 pages. $14.95 per volume.

Srila Prabhupada Samadhi Diary

By Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami. A diary kept by the author
while visiting Prabhupada’s rooms and the Samadhi
Mandir in Vindavana. Excerpt: “When we go to Prabhu-
pada’s Samadhi Mandir and his rooms; this mercy is most
direct. We face our spiritual master and we trust him to
guide us. The Samadhi and his rooms are the best of tirthas.
Everything is here.” Hardbound, with color photos and
illustrations, 159 pages, $15.95

A Poor Man Reads the Bhagavatam—Volume 2
By Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami. In this personal exercise
shared with the reader, the author studies a verse from
the Bhagavatam and then free-writes his realizations.
Hardbound, 359 pages, $14.95

i ERGERTI R GAT S

Call for details: 1-800-800-3284
Qutside US & Canada: 1-910-871-2620




Toward World
Peace
Seeing the Unity

Between

Stephen Knapp

KRISHNA DHARMA

ghe Life of
Julbasi Devi

From Brahma-vaivarts Purfpa
Hatold by Amsala-bhakta Disa

The Vedic Prophecies: A New Look into the Future
The Eastern Answers to the Mysteries of Life

By Stephen Knapp (Nandanandana Dasa). Presents unigue
predictions found in the ancient Vedic texts. Also contains
a special section on seeing spiritual India and visiting the
famous temples and holy places. Softhound, 230 pages,
includes over 65 photos, $14.95

Toward World Peace—

Seeing the Unity Between Us All

By Stephen Knapp (Nandanandana Dasa). This book points
out the essential reasons why peace in the world and coop-
eration among people; communities, and nations have been
so difficult to establish. It also advises the only way real
peace and harmony can be achieved. Softhound, 61 pages,

$5.95

Forbidden Archeology’s Impact

By Michael Cremo (Drutakarma Dasa). Since 1993, when
the controversial book Forbidden Archeology was first pub-
lished, it has shocked the scientific world with its evidence
for extreme human antiquity. This new book offers readers
an inside look at how mainstream science reacts to any chal-
lenge of its deeply held beliefs. Hardbound, 569 pages, with
extensive index, $35.95

Ramavyana

By Krishna Dharma. Using existing translations, Krishna
Dharma has beautifully presented the Ramayana in a way
that’s easy to read and understand: Hardbound, 405 pages,
with glossary, $27.95

Perfect Escape 2

By Devamrita Swami. Although fashionable peddlers of
popular spirituality claim we are spiritual beings, there is a
huge gulf between notions of the spiritual self and clear-cut
knowledge about it. This book contains timeless wisdom
from the Vedas with modern commentary based upon Srila
Prabhupada’s teachings. Softbound, 89 pages, $4.95

The Life of Tulasi Devi

And Her Care and Worship

By Amala-bhakta Dasa. A retelling of the story of Tulasi
Devi from the Brahma-vaivarta Purana. Also contains a com-
prehensive guide to the planting and care of Tulasi in your
home, with all the prayers and mantras (with English transla-
tions) used in her worship. There are also references from
Srila Prabhupada’s letters and instructions about caring for
Tulasi Devi. Softhbound, 101 pages, $11.95

(qll [0 order: 800-800-328&
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Carved
Wooden OM
Decorated with
maha-mantra,
Felt-tipped feet.
414" tall. $12.95

Something New!

Mandala Miniatures

Art Cards

Paintings by B. G. Sharma
Boxed set of eight blank
“greeting cards with envelopes.
Set 3008B $14.95

Set 3008C $14.95

(Also available as posters.
Call for more information.)

The New

‘Hare Krsna World

These two new [TV videos
give an extensive look at
what’s happening in
the world of ISKCON
today. Complete

with special effects
and a snappy music
soundtrack. 55
minutes each. Set

of two videos, $34.95

Foil Prints i
Each comes with a card frame, inside a sturdy plastic slcwg

504" x 7", $2.95 each. Please specify by letter:

(A) Rama, Sita, Laksmana, Hanuman. (B) Radha & Krishna.

(C) Siva: (D) Laksmi. (E) Saraswati. (F) Venketesvara.

(G) Hanuman. (H) Dhurga. (1} Child Krishna. :

BTG Service Center / Hare Krsna Bazaar

P. Q. Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, USA « (800) 800-3284
Outside USA & Canada: +1 (336) 871-2620 or fax 871-3641
E-mail: archives@earthlink.net « Web: www.krsna.com

Please send me: - Qty. Amount

Subtotal
[] Check [ money order S H {min: $3:50) 5= =t 2
[ Credit card Amt. enclosed

Make checks payable to BTG Service Cenrer. (LIS funds anly.} For subscrip-

rions, make checks payable to Back to Godhead. We accept the following credit

Payment method:

cards: VISA, MasterCard, American Express, Discover.

Name Tel. Radha and Krishna’s Pets

Address APt A calendar activity book for children

City State Zip of all ages by Bimala Devi Dasi. With

Card no. Exp. pictures to cut and paste, Vaisnava holidays,
Signature and a “matching” game. Based on descrip-

tions given in Rupa Gosvami’s Radha-Krsna
Ganoddesa Dipika. 11" x 14", 32 pages,
4 iy 4 s i | A I 2 e o e 12 drawings to color, $7.95

* Mainland USA please add minimum of $3.50 or 10% of order value.
Orders outside USA add 30% of order value.



Vedic Thoughts

In the Gira, in plain and simple
language, it is stated that Sri Krsna is
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

There is none equal to or greater than Him.
... He is the root of the impersonal
Brahman and Paramatma; the Supersoul
in every entity is His plenary portion.
He is the fountainhead of everything,
and everyone is advised to surrender
unto His lotus feet.

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta

Swami Prabhupada
Bhagavad-gita As It [s 7.15. Purport

The unalloyed devotional service
rendered to Me by My devotees brings Me
under their control. I cannot be thus
controlled by those engaged in mystic yoga,
Sankhya philosophy, pious work.
Vedic study, austerity, or renunciation.

Lord Sri Krsna
Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.14.20

L 4

What is painful for saintly persons
who strictly adhere to the truth?
How could there not be independence
for pure devotees who know
the Supreme Lord as the substance?
What deeds are forbidden for persons
of the lowest character?

And what cannot be given up for the sake
of Lord Krsna by those who have fully
surrendered at His lotus feet.

Sri Sukadeva Gosvami
Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.1.58

One who constantly sings the glories
of the Lord is surely elevated to
the same planet as the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. Lord Krsna appreciates
this singing even more than
the prayers offered by Lord Siva.

Linga Purana
¢

Through the association of devotees,
one can engage in the service
of the Lord by hearing and chanting.
Thus one can revive his
dormant Krsna consciousness and,
sticking to the cultivation of
Krsna consciousness, return home,
back to Godhead, even in this life.

Bharata Maharaja

Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.12.16

L 2

 Childish fools pursue external desires
and enter the wide chords of death.
The sages, having comprehended
the liberated condition, never pray for
; the temporary things of this world.

Katha Upanisad 4.2

L 2

For one who has given up
material sense enjoyment and accepted
the principles of devotional service,
the opulence of Visnuloka
[the kingdom of God] is awaiting.

Padma Purana

Send your favorite quotations to: Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, P.O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.
Or Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, 33 Janki Kutir, Next to State Bank of Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049, 1 ndia.

Contributors of Vedic Thoughts for this issue:
Kadritdhanayu Devi Dast (Wroclaw, Poland), Syamananda Dasa (Mumbai)



The only magazine dedicated to krsna.

To subscribe to Back to Godhead, call |-800-800-3284.
Or write to: BTG, P O. Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, USA.
Fax: 1-336-871-364 1. E-mail: btgsubs@com.bbt.se.
One year (6 issues) is only $19.95 (regularly $24). Canada: $20.95 (Canadian dollars).
Other countries: $26.95 (US funds only, and payable on a US bank).



