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WELCOME

Some commentators have
opined that the Bhagavad-
gita is an allegory. For ex-
ample, the “Kurukshetra™
mentioned in the first

verse, they say, is a symbol
i for the body.
But His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder of
the Hare Krsna movement, spoke out
strongly against such opinions. If you make
the Gita an allegory, he taught, Lord Krsna’s
words lose their absolute authority, allowing
you to conclude that when Krsna says, “Sur-
render unto Me.” perhaps He (or whatever
He represents) means something else.

While arguing against speculative inter-
pretations of the Gira, Srila Prabhupada
would often point out that Kurukshetra does
in fact exist. And our photo story this issue
takes you there.

For fully self-realized souls, Lord Krsna
is not a symbol or an idea, but the unlimited-
ly attractive Supreme Person, visible in their
hearts at every moment. Srila Prabhupada
was one such soul who walked among us. In
the article “Srila Prabhupada’s Equal Vision™
in this issue, you can read about Srila Prabhu-
pada in action. defending Lord Krsna and His
enlightening teachings.

If you're new to Back to Godhead or
Krsna consciousness, our Glossary on page
15 should help you get oriented.

Hare Krsna.

Nagaraja Dasa
Managing Editor

OUR PURPOSES

* To help all people discern reality from
illusion, spirit from matter. the eternal from
the temporary.

» To expose the faults of materialism.

* To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques
of spiritual life.

» To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.
e '[o celebrate the chanting of the holy names
of God as taught by Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

¢ To help every living being remember and

serve Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead.

Lord Sri Krsna, the
Supreme Personality
of Godhead and
source of all material
and spiritual worlds

Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, Krsna's
most recent incar-
nation, taught Krsna
consciousness through
the chanting of

Hare Krsna

His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of
the International
Society for Krishna
Consciousness
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Letters

Six-day Creation

Please allow me to compliment you
on your beautiful and inspiration-
eiving magazine. I have a couple of
questions: (1) Three world religions,
namely Christianity, Judaism, and
Islam, say that God created the world
in six days. What does this mean? Is
there an explanation to be found in
the Vedie scriptures? (2) Why do
Krsna's avataras always appear on
Indian soil?

Keshen Mathura

via the Internet

OUR REPLY: The complexity of the
Vedic descriptions of creation and the
time spans involved would suggest
that the six-day creation is a simpler
explanation for people in general.
The idea of a six-day creation natur-
ally raises questions. For example.
what “days™ are we talking about?
The Vedas say that on the heavenly
planets one day is equal to our six
months. And if we were to use Lord
Brahma's days (he is the empowered
creator), each one would be 4.3 bil-
lion years long. So, even assuming the
creation took six days, il those were
God’s days the creation would have
taken a very long time from our
perspective.

As for Lord Krsna's avataras
always choosing India, the Vedas say
that Bharatavarsa (India) is a pious
land favored by the Lord. Krsna is a
person, so by favoring a particular
place when He descends. He's simply
displaying His prerogative.

Vedic Astronomy

Thank you for your well-presented
research article “Advanced Astrono-
my in the Ancient Vedas™ in BTG
Nov/Dec 1997 showing how the
ancient Vedic text Srimad-
Bhagavatam seems to give an
accurate map of the planetary orbits
known to modern astronomy.
Towards the end of the article
Sadaputa Dasa summarizes by saying,
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| “It would seem that Bhumandala can

| be interpreted as a realistic map of

| the solar system, showing how the
planets move relative to the earth.”

Although he seems to show
convincingly that the Bhagavatam
corroborates modern astronomy, he
seems (o bring up an even bigger
inconsistency. Modern astronomy
seems Lo show that there are many
suns and many similar disk-shaped
solar systems observable through our
telescopes, all contained within this
same universe. That seems to be at
odds with the Bhagavatam presenta-
tion, which says that the plane of
Bhimandala. our solar system. ex-
tends out to the edge of a sell-
contained bralmanda, or a universe
enclosed by a thick shell of elements
surrounding only one sun.
Maha Visnu Swami
Katmandu, Nepal

SADAPUTA DASA REPLIES: We can
see that the Bhagavatam is describing
the solar system. Even if we ignore my
analysis in the “"Advanced Astrono-
my" article. we can make the simple
observation that 4 billion miles 1s a
reasonable figure for the size of the
solar system, but it is utterly insignifi-
cant compared with the distance to
the nearest star, according to modern
astronomy.

We should be realistic and recog-
nize that the Bhagavatam is describ-
ing the solar system, not the universe
of stars and galaxies. The point of my
article is that the Bhagavatam is
desceribing the solar system very
accurately.

The Bhagavatam mentions stars,
but they do not fit into the solar
system map [ discussed in the “Ad-
vanced Astronomy” article. I did not
discuss stars in the article, so let me
make a few observations about them
here:

First of all. the Bhagavatam places
the stars within the shell of the brah-
manda. This means they must be
closer to us than about 2 billion miles,
According to modern astronomy, the
nearest star is about 4 light-years



away. This comes to about 23 trillion
miles, or 11,500 times the distance to
the shell of the brahmanda. Most
stars are much farther away than this.
Clearly, the Bhagavatam differs from
modern astronomy regarding the
distances to stars. Taken literally, the
Bhagavatam does not give us a good
map of the stars in three-dimensional
space.

So, how are we to understand
this?

One option is Lo suppose that the
Bhagavaiam is not giving literal dis-
tances to stars. But in that case. how
is the Bhagavatam treating stars? To
answer this. I must introduce some
background material.

Consider, first of all. the 28 nak-
satras, said in Srimad-Bhagavatam
(3.22.11) to be 200,000 yojanas (eight
miles/yojana) above the moon. There
is a large literature on the 28 nak-
sairas. They are generally called
“lunar mansions™ in English, since
they mark the daily positions of the
moon as it completes its orbit. It
takes the moon about 27.3 days to
complete one orbit relative to the
stars. The naksatras serve as a system
of markers, like hour markings on a
clock, that can be used to measure
time using the motion of the moon.
The naksatra intervals are associated
with star constellations, and one can
see what naksatra the moon is in by
observing the stars near the moon.

In this application, the distances
to the naksatra stars in 3D space are
not important. What is important is
that the naksatras form a backdrop in
2D against which the motion of the
moon can be measured. Therefore, it
is significant that the naksatras are
placed in the layer just above the
moon in Bhagavaiam 3.22.11. This is
like placing the plate with hour
markings just behind the hands of a
clock. I propose that this is how the
Bhagavatam is presenting the
naksatras.

In medieval Western astronomy,
the signs of the zodiac and their cor-
responding stars were treated as
marks on the surface of a universal

| shell (the sphere of fixed stars). They

served as a set of reference markers
for measuring the movements of the
moon and planets (especially in astrol-
ogy). The Bhagavatam places the nak-
satras on a plate rather than on the
shell, but it uses the naksatras in essen-
tially the same way medieval Western
astronomy used the signs of the zodiac.
Of course, the Bhagavatam also
mentions the signs (called rasis).

Apart from the 28 naksatras, the
Bhagavatarm mentions the Seven Rsis
(the Big Dipper). Dhruvaloka (Po-
laris), and the stars making up the
Sisumara constellation. These stars are
also treated in the Bhagavatam as
markers indicating the passage of time.
The Sisumara is like a great clock—an
essentially two-dimensional construct.
The Sisumara’s three-dimensional
structure is not described. All we have
are statements giving the heights of
the Seven Rsis and Dhruvaloka as,
respectively, 20.800.000 miles and
31,200,000 miles above Bhumandala-
less than the distance between Mer-
cury and the sun. There is no mention
of the modern astronomical finding
that stars vary in distance from the
earth by many light years. There is no
mention that the Milky Way (Akasa
Ganga) is a vast disk of stars with a
diameter of about 100,000 light years.
There is also no mention of many
galaxies like the Milky Way distributed
over millions of light years of outer
space. Do we wish to deny all these
things? The Bhagavatam certainly
does not refer to them.

I therefore argue that the Bhagava-
tam 1s giving an excellent description
of the solar system, in the spirit of the
ancient and medieval systems. But like
them, it is not describing the universe
of stars and galaxies. It is treating stars
in an essentially 2D fashion.

Please write us at: BTG, P.O. Box 430),
Alachua, FIL. 32616, USA. Fax: (904)
462-7893. Or BT, 33 Janki Kutir, Next
to State Bank of Hyderabad, Juhu,
Mumbai 400 049, India. Phone: (022)
618-1718. Fax: (022) 618-4527.

E-muail: editors@com.bbt.se

What [s the
Hare Krsna Movement?

Founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON ) carries onin the modern
world a great ancient tradition root-
ed in the Bhagavad-gita, the teach-
ings Lord Krsna spoke five milleni-
ums ago. The Gita and the other
Vedic scriptures declare Krsna to
be the original person, God Him-
self,who appears periodically in this
world to liberate all living beings.

Only five hundred years ago.
Krsna descended as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach the most sub-
lime and effective means of medita-
tion for the presentday: the chanting
ol the names of God. especially as
found in the Hare Krsna mantra.

Today members of ISKCON con-
tinue Lord Caitanya’s movement
by distributing the teachings of Lord
Krsna and the Hare Krsna mantra
all over the world.

Pronundiation

We spell Sanskrit words and names
by a phonetic system that lets you
know how to say each word. Pro-
nounce shortalike the win but. long
a like the ain far (and held twice as
long as the short a). Pronounce e
like the ain evade,longilike theiin
pique. Pronounce the vowel r like
the ri in rim, and ¢ like the ch in
chair. Pronounce consonantslike ch,
Jh,and dhasinstaunch-heart. hedge-
hog, and red-hot. Pronounce § and s
like sh. So for Krsnasay KRISHNA,
for Caitanya say CHAITANYA.

piritual llames

Members of the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness re-
ceive names of Lord Krsna or His
greatdevotees,combined with Dasa
(Dast for women), meaning “ser-
vant.” For instance, the name Krsna
Dasa means “servant of Krsna.”
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HAPPINESS
BEYOND
THE SENSES

We can never be fully satisfied
even with unrivaled material pleasures.

A lecture given in London on August 8, 1973
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

na hi prapasyami mamapanudyad
vac chokam ucchosanam indrivanam
avapya bhiimav asapatnam rddham
rajyar suranam api cadhipatyam

“I can find no means to drive away this
grief which is drying up my senses. [ will
not be able to dispel it if even if [ win a
prosperous, unrivaled kingdom on the
earth with sovercignty like the demi-
gods in heaven.”"—Bhagavad-gita 2.8

HIS IS THE position of material existence. We
are sometimes in difficulty. Not sometimes—
we are always in difficulty. But we say “some-
times” because we make some attempt to get over
the difficulty and that is taken as happiness. Actually
there is no happiness in material existence. But
sometimes we hope, “By this attempt I shall become
happy.”
That is how the so-called scientists are dreaming;:
“In the future we shall have no death.” So many of
them are dreaming in that way. Bul sane persons

say.“Trustno future,however pleasant.”
That is the actual position.

Therefore Arjuna has approached
Krsna. Si.sym‘ te "ham: “Now 1 am Your
sisya, Your disciple.”

“Why you have come to Me?”

“Because [ know that no one else can
save me from this dangerous position.”

This is real sense.

THE SUPREME HAPPINESS

Yac chokam ucchosanam indrivanam. Uccho-
sanam means “dried up.” When we are putinto great
difficulty, the situation dries up our senses. Then no
sense enjoyment can make us happy. Ucchosanam
indriyanam. Here in the material world, happiness
means sense gratification. But actually that is not
happiness. Real happiness is described in the
Bhagavad-gita: sukham atyantikam yat tad. . . .
atindriyam. Real happiness—atyantikam—the su-
preme happiness, is not enjoyed by the senses.
Atindriya means “surpassing or transcendental to

Left: Promising pleasure, our material senses constantly demand our attention. But real pleasure is found
only by engaging our true, spiritual senses in the service of the Lord.
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Real senses are spiritual senses.
So we have to awaken our spiritual consciousness.
Then by spiritual senses we can enjoy.

the senses.” That is real happiness.
But we have taken happiness as sense
enjoyment.

By sense enjoyment no one can be-
come happy, because we are in mate-
rial existence and our senses are false
senses. Real senses are spiritual senses.
So we have to awaken our spiritual
consciousness. Then by spiritual senses
we can enjoy.

Our material senses cover our real
senses. ['m not this body; I'm spirit
soul. But this body covers my real
body, the spiritual body. The spiritual
body has spiritual senses. Not that we
are nirakara, formless. Why nirakara?
When my hand is covered by some
cloth, the cloth also gets the shape
of a hand. Because | have a hand, the
cloth has a hand. Because I have legs,
my pants have legs. Similarly, the
material body has form because the
spiritual body has form.

[t is common sense. From where has

the body come? The Bhagavad-gita
describes the body as vasarisi, a gar-
ment. A garment is cut according to
the body, not that the body is made
according to the garment. My body—

this garment—has hands and legs; |

therefore originally, spiritually, I have
hands and legs. Otherwise, how has
the body developed?

Originally we are all persons. Krsna
says, “These soldiers, these kings, you
and I, My dear Arjuna, it is not that
we did not exist in the past. Neither is
it that in the future we shall cease to
exist. I, you, and all these kings and
soldiers who have assembled here ex-
isted before. As we are existing now
as individual persons, we existed in
the past as individual persons. And in
the future we shall exist as individual
persons.” So where is the question of
impersonality?

The principle given in this verse is
that to understand things in reality one

| has to approach Krsna as Arjuna ap-

proached Him. Sisyas te ham: “Now 1
am Your disciple: just teach me.” Sadhi
mar prapannam: 1 amsurrendering. I
am not trying to talk with You on an
equal level.”

To take a guru means that whatever
the gurusays you have to accept. Don’t
take a guru just to be fashionable. You
must be ready. Thatis called prapannam,
“surrender.”

Tad viddhi pranipatena. You can
understand spiritual truth simply by
surrendering. Youshould not try to test
the guru: “I shall test him to see how
much he knows.” Then what is the use
of approaching the guru? Therefore
Arjuna says, “Besides You, no one can
satisfy me in this perplexed condition.”
Yac chokam ucchosanam indrivanam:
“My senses are drying up.”

Arjunais referring to the superficial
senses, not the actual senses. The real
senses are within. Hrsikena hrsikesa-
sevanan: We have to serve Krsna,
Hrsikesa, with our senses. Krsna is
real, and we have to come to the posi-
tion or reality of serving Him. Tar
paratvena nirmalam. When our senses
are purified, we can serve Him.

WAYS OF GAINING
KNOWLEDGE

Indrivani parany ahur indrivebhyah
param manah, manasas tu paro bud-
dhir. These are different stages—sen-
sual, mental, intellectual. and so on.
The bodily concept of life is on the
sensual stage. When you transcend the
bodily senses, you come to the mental
platform. When you transcend the
mental platform. you come to the intel-
lectual platform. When you transcend
the intellectual platform, you come to
the spiritual platform. where there is
spiritual form.

There are different grades and steps.
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On the gross bodily platform we de-
mand pratyaksa-jnana, knowledge
through direct perception. Pratyaksa
means “direct perception.” There are
different stages of knowledge: prat-
yaksa, paroksa, aparoksa, adhoksaja,
and aprakyta. Knowledge acquired on
the bodily platform, through direct
perception, is not real knowledge.
Therefore, we can challenge the so-
called scientists. Their basic principle
of knowledge is in the bodily concept
of life. pratyaksa, experimental knowl-
edge. Experimental knowledge is on
the stage of gross sense perception.
Everyone says, “We do not see God.”
But God is not a subject you can see
with pratyaksa, direct perception.

In this room we do not see the sun
directly, but we know there is sun out-
side. It is daytime. How do we know?
Because there are other ways by which
we can experience it. That process of
knowledge is called aparoksa.

Krsna consciousness is adhoksaja
and aprakria—knowledge beyond the

| senses. How can we perceive what is

beyond ourdirect perception? Through
the process called srota-pantha, or
sruti—taking knowledge from the
Vedas. And the Vedic knowledge is
explained by the guru. Therefore one
has to take shelter of Krsna as the
supreme guru or of Krsna's represen-

tative. Then all one’s troubles, arising
out of ignorance. can be dissipated.

UNRIVALED KINGDOM

In this verse Arjuna is replying to
something Krsna might say to him:
“Go on lighting. And when you get
the kingdom, you'll be happy. There is
no need of accepting Me as guru.”

Ordinary men think, “I am earning
so much money. What is the use of
accepting a guru? I can understand
everything in my own way.”



Another rascal says, “ Yes, yata mata
tata patha. Any opinion is all right. You
can make your own opinion.”

Thatis going on: You can make your
own opinion to understand God. So
foolish rascals are making their own
opinions. But getting knowledge is not
possible in that way.

Arjunasays:avapya bhitmav asapat-
nam rddham: *Even if | win a prosper-
ous, unrivaled kingdom on earth . ..”
Sapatni means “rival wife, co-wife.” In
the material world, if a man has more
than one wife there is rivalry. One wife
is snatching him: “Come to my room.”
Another wife is snatching: “Come to
my room.” So he's perplexed. Similar-
ly we have these wives—the senses.
The eyes are dragging: “Please come
to the cinema.” The tongue is dragging:
“Please come to the restaurant.” The
hand is dragging somewhere else. The
leg is dragging somewhere else. Our
position is like that.

In the analogy, the man with differ-
ent wives is being dragged to different
rooms. Why? Because the wives are
rivals. But here Arjuna is speaking of
anunrivaled kingdom. Ifthere are many
kings to claim one’s property, there is
difficulty. But Arjuna says, avapya
bhiimav asapatnam rddham: “Evenif1
get a kingdom and riches for which
there is no other claimant, I won't be
able to dispel my grief.”

Arjuna speaks not only of a king-
dom of this world but also of akingdom
of the higher planetary systems. Men
are now trying to go to the moon. That
is also a kingdom, which belongs to
higher living entities known as demi-
gods. They are very powerful. The demi-
god Indra, for example, is the powerful
controller of the rains. He wields the
thunderbolt.

People do not believe this, but we
believe what is described in the Vedic
literature. Not “believe”—this is fact.
From where is the thunderbolt com-
ing? Who is arranging for the rain?
There must be some director. Just as
there are so many departmental man-
agers in the state government, there
must be many directors in God's gov-
ernment. These directors are called
demigods.

The demigods supply us by the
order of Krsna. Therefore there are
sacrifices for satisfying the different

- KRSNA ON THE NET-

URLs for the main Krsna conscious sites on the World Wide Web

http://www.krsna.com  http://www.krsna.com/~btg

BACK TO GODHEAD ONLINE

Site for BTG, the Bhaktivedanta Archives, the Hare Krsna
Catalog, and the full text of Bhagavad-gita As It Is.

|
.
b
s
-

hitp://www.shamantaka.org -~ http://www.iskcon.org

HARE KRSNA, THE COMPLETE PICTURE
A visually dynamic site from the North European BBT.

http://www.harekrishna.com/
HARE KRSNA HOME PAGE

Book excerpts and more from the BBT in Los Angeles.

I

hitp://www.iskcon.org/hkindex/
THE HARE KRSNA INDEX

Leads you to any ISKCON-affiliated site on the Web.

THE BTG MAILING LIST

An e-mail group where readers, wrilers, and staff talk about
the topics found in Back to Godhead.
To join, send a message to btg-talk@unforgettable.com

KRISHNA CHAT

A Krsna concious chat channel in real-time.
Visit http://www.iskcon.org/ire/ for more information.
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In this age, only one yajna is
recommended: chant the Hare Krsna
mantra and dance in ecsitas)y.

demigods. Indra supplies us rain. Krsna
once stopped the Indra yajria, the sac-
rifice to Indra. When Krsna's father,
Nanda Maharaja, was arranging for
the yajiia, Krsna said, My dear father,
there is no need of an Indra yajia.”

Krsna was showing that for anyone
who is Krsna conscious there is no
need of any yajiia. Especially in this
age, Kali-yuga, it is very difficult to
perform different kinds of yajiia. That
was possible in the Treta-yuga, millions
of years ago. Krte yad dhyayato visnum
tretayam yajato makhaih. Malkhaih
means to perform yajia. In this age no
one follows the directions for perform-
ing yajiia. That is not possible in this
age. Therefore the scriptural injunc-
tion is yajiaih sankirtanair prayair
yajanti hi sumedhasah:* Instead of both-
ering with so many other things, people
with good brain substance should per-
form sankirtana-yajia, the chanting of
the holy names of the Lord.”

These are the statements in the
scripture:

krsna-varnam tvisakrsnam
sangopangastra-parsadam

vajiiaih sankirtanaih prayair
vajanti hi sumedhasah

Krsna-varnam tvisakrsnam. Here in
this temple we have the Deity of Lord
Caitanya. He is Krsna Himself, but
His complexion is akrsna, “not black-
ish.” Tvisa means “by complexion.”
Akrsna: “yellowish.” Sangopangdstra-
parsadam. And He’s accompanied by
His associates: Nityananda Prabhu,
Advaita Prabhu, Srivasa, and other
devotees.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu is the wor-
shipable Deity in this age. Krsna-
varnam tvisakrsna. So what is the pro-
cess of worship? Yajaaih sankirtanair
prayair yajanti hi sumedhasah. The
sankirtana-yajiia as we are performing

10

it before Lord Caitanya, Nityananda,
and others is the perfect performance
of yajia in this age. Therefore it is
becoming successful. This is the only
prescribed yajiia. There are so many
vajias, and sometimes Indian people
perform so-called yajrias. They collect
some money, that’s all. Their yajiias
cannol be successful because at present
there are no yajiic brahmanas.

The yajnic brahmanas used to test
the pronunciation of Vedic mantras for
the sacrifice. The test was that an ani-
mal would be putinto the fire and if the
mantras were chanted correctly the
animal would come out of the fire with
afresh young body. But where are such
brahmanas in this age? Therefore no
yajiais recommended. This is the only
yajiia: chant the Hare Krsna mantra
and dance in ecstasy.

KRSNA COMES

Rajyarm suranam api cadhipatyam.
Formerly there were many demons who
conquered over the kingdom of the
demigods. The demon Hiranyakasipu
spread his authority even over the
kingdom of Indra.

Indrari-vyakulam lokarm mrdayanti
viuge vuge. Indrari means “the enemy
of Indra.” Indra is the king of the heav-
enly planets, and the demons are his
enemies. We also have many enemies.
Because we are chanting the Hare
Krsna mantra, there are so many critics
and enemies. They do not like us. There
are always demons, but now the num-
ber hasincreased.Formerly, there were
some. Now there are many. Indrari-
vyakulam lokam. When the demonic
population increases, then vyakulam
lokam: people become perplexed.
Mydayantiyuge yuge: at thattime Krsna
comes.

Ete camsa-kalah pumsah krsnas tu
bhagavansvayanm. Srimad-Bhagavatam
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lists the names of the incarnations of
Krsna, or God. After mentioning all
the names, the Bhagavatam says, “All
the incarnations listed herewith are
partial representations of Krsna. But
Krsna is the original Personality of
Godhead.” Krsnas tubhagavansvayam.
And when people are too harassed
by the onslaught of the demons, He
comes.

The Bhagavad-gita confirms what
Srimad- Bhagavatam says. Krsna says:

vada yada hi dharmasya
glanir bhavati bharata

abhyutthanam adharmasya
tadatmanam srjamy aham

“Whenever and wherever there is a
decline in religious practice, O de-
scendant of Bharata, and a predomi-
nant rise of irreligion—at that time I
descend Myself.”

In this age, Kali-yuga, people are so
much disturbed; therefore Krsna has
come in the form of His name: Hare
Krsna. Krsna has come not personally
but by His name. But because Krsna is
absolute.thereisnodifference between
His name and Himself. Abhinnatvin
nama-naminoh. As Krsna is full, com-
plete, similarly Krsna’s name is also
full, complete. Suddha: It is not a mate-
rial thing. Nityah:Itis eternal. As Krsna
is eternal, His name is also eternal.
Pitrnah suddhah nitya-muktah. There
is no material conception in chanting
the Hare Krsna mantra. Abhinnatvan
nama-naminoh: “The holy name and
the Lord are abhinna, identical.”

Rajyam suranam api cadhipatyam.
So even il we get the kingdom of the
demigods—asapatnam, without any ri-
val—still we cannot be happy aslong as
we have the material conception of life.
It is not possible. That is explained in
this verse.

Thank you very much. 2



WHENEVER I READ about Narada
Muni in the 5:'51?7&{!—Bhdgﬂuamrf':, I
am reminded of the power of initia-
tion into Krsna conscious life. Narada
was only five when his spiritual mas-
ters came to spend the rainy season
at his mother’s inn. They stayed four
months, and after they left, he never
saw them again. While they were
there, he was able to serve them, hear
from them, and accept initiation from
them. Srila Prabhupada writes,
“There was a tangible change in his
life, although he was only a boy of
five years.” His encounter with these
sages was so briefl that we are left

to wonder what it was they gave

him that produced such a lasting
change.

The sages imparted vijiiana, real-
ized knowledge of their Krsna con-
scious teachings. This is the real gift
the spiritual master gives a disciple
at initiation. Anyone can read the
scriptures to gain knowledge, and
chanting is so easy that anyone can
do that too. But only the spiritual
master can provide both knowledge
and the service exchange by which
realization of the knowledge be-
comes possible. Realization implies
that we live what we have learned.
Thus we see that when someone
accepts initiation in Krsna conscious-
ness, his life changes.

[t becomes obvious by Narada’s
behavior that he internalized his gift
of realized knowledge. His story
reminds me of Srila Prabhupada’s
experience when he met his spiritual
master for the first time. “Such a nice
saintly person I have met. Now I
know that Lord Caitanya’s mission is

in expert hands.” Although it was
some years before Prabhupada actu-
ally accepted initiation, he at once
desired to serve his spiritual master’s
mission. For Srila Prabhupada, meet-
ing his guru didn’t seem to cause
sweeping changes in the externals

of his life—he didn’t suddenly give
up his family or reject his business—
but his internal life changed in a
significant way. He later told us that
after that meeting, the spiritual train-
ing his father had given him now
became solidified by his guru.

For those born in the West, the
changes we experience are usually
more obvious. We give up illicit sex,
intoxication, meat-eating, and gam-
bling. We begin to chant the holy
name. We come to accept a beautiful
bluish boy as the Absolute Truth.
How could any of that be possible
for those born in this culture? It’s a
sign we have been given a gift of
realization.

Another piece of realized knowl-
edge we come to understand almost
miraculously when we accept a spiri-
tual master is that we are not the
body but eternal servants of Krsna.
This realization grows in depth as our
willingness to serve guru and Krsna
increases.

Sometimes people assume that
initiation is external, something done
to join an institution. When initiation
is approached with the proper
motives, however, there is nothing
external about it. The significance of
initiation goes far beyond institution-
al status, and those who take initia-
tion only to achieve such status are
inevitably disappointed. By taking

Lessons from the Road

The Power of Initiation

by Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami

true shelter of a spiritual master, we
develop the strength and discipline to
open ourselves to a Krsna conscious
inner life. The real heart of the initia-

| tion relationship is the disciple’s
| desire to become a devotee of Krsna

and the spiritual master’s willingness
to help the disciple achieve that goal.
Initiation is based on faith. The
support of an initiated devotee’s life
is his or her relationship with other
devotees and with the vows he or she
has accepted—that is, the relationship
with chanting Hare Krsna and with
living a clean, Krsna conscious life.
Hearing from scripture is also essen-
tial. To understand these practices as
necessary aspects of the guru-disciple
relationship is important, because
initiation is only the beginning. By
continued service to the spiritual
master, we are prodded into an ever-
deepening understanding of Krsna
and our relationship with Him. This
prodding does not depend on the
guru’s physical presence, but on the
service attitude toward the spiritual
master in the disciple’s heart. Narada
spent only four months out of his
entire life with his spiritual masters,
and Srila Prabhupada met his spiri-

| tual master only a dozen times, but

both were great, empowered devo-
tees. Our success may be smaller, but
it is of the same nature. By entering
into a committed relationship with
the spiritual master, we can attain
Krsna.

Satsvariipa Dasa Goswami is the
author of many books, including a
six-volume biography of Srila
Prabhupada.
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BACK TO GODHEAD'S first cook- |
ing column was penned by author
and photographer Visakha Devi
Dasi. Seasoned with wit and wisdom,
her columns consistently served us
with food for spiritual thought and
practice. When she stopped writing
the cotlumn, I was asked to take over.
Now, seven years later, this column is
my last.

Reflections

From the beginning [ felt unquali-
fied to write the column. Though at
the time I had been teaching spiritual
cooking for years, had written
national magazine articles and two
cookbooks. and was a special food
writer for the Washington Post, 1
viewed these qualifications
as insignificant for this task.

Back to Godhead is Srila
Prabhupada’s magazine
dedicated to uplifting and
spiritualizing humanity—and
to write for it requires differ-
ent acumen. From the onset
I turned to prayer, and have
kept doing so.

My columns assumed a
mainly cooking-class for-
mat, following sequential
topics in the class textbook.
Lord Krishna'’s Cuisine.
Along with culinary princi-
ples of how, where, when,
and why, I offered some
detailed instructions I
learned while serving as Srila
Prabhupada’s cook. I wanted
newcomers to learn essential
cooking techniques and take
those techniques on a jour-
ney exploring devotional
cooking. [ wanted expert

Class Dismissed

by Yamuna Devi

cooks to improve the purity and
quality of everything related to
cooking.

Now that the cooking course has
reached the end of Lord Krishna's
Cuisine, I've decided to stop writing
the column and devote my energy to
other projects I'm involved in for
serving Srila Prabhupada.

Class Graduation

If you cooked through the entire
class series—job well done! Accept
my congratulations along with a
mentally sent Completion of Class
certificate. By now you are attached
to the means and the end, and are
likely sharing the process with others.

Now your postgraduate home-

FENNEL-GINGER TEA

Herbal tea is popular as a refreshment
or for its medicinal value. This recipe is
for one of my favorite sipping teas,
good for most constitutions and at any
time of the day.

Serves 2

2 cups water

' teaspoon fennel seeds

1 teaspoon grated fresh ginger
honey to taste

Bring the water to a boil and add the
fennel seeds and ginger. Reduce the
heat to low, cover, and simmer 4-5
minutes. Strain into a warmed cup and
sweeten with honey. Offer to Krsna.
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Lord Krsna’s Cuisine

work: Vow that for the rest of your
life, as far as possible, everyone you
meet will receive at least a taste of
Krsna-prasadam. And do your part
to help inundate every town and
village with Krsna-prasadam and the
holy name.

Final Topic: Beverages

Water is the universal beverage
of choice—no liquid quenches thirst
and aids digestion quite like it. Ayur-
veda warns against drinking ice-cold
water or other beverages: they're
too shocking to the fire of digestion.
Hot water or herbal tea after a meal
helps with digestion. Water or tea
sipped before and during a meal
should be tepid or cool.

The class textbook has
thirty-four beverage recipes,
divided into three categories:
Fruit Juices and Syrups,
Chilled Dairy Drinks, and
Warming Drinks. Most are a
snap to make, so you won't
need much time or effort to
work through them.

For the letters I've received
with exciting stories of reve-
lation and appreciation, a
heartfelt thank you. And for
now, a farewell to all my
readers. Thank you for the
honor of sharing time with you
in Krsna consciousness.

Yamuna Devi is the author of
the award-winning cookbooks
Lord Krishna's Cuisine: The
Art of Indian Vegetarian
Cooking and Yamuna’s Table.
She is a regular contributor to
The Washington Post and
Vegetarian Times.



I'I“S 5:20 IN THE MORNING. For
twenty minutes I've been chanting
the maha-mantra on my beads: Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. A group of
children aged five through twelve had
been sitting around me in a circle,
also chanting. Forty minutes remain
for my personal mantra meditation.

[ lean over and unlock a wooden
cabinet with my left hand.

“Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna ...”

Please, Lord, let me realize that
You are fully present in Your holy
name. Let me (ry to hear Your nane—
without my mind wandering—for at
least a minute.

“ ..Rama Rama, Hare Hare.”

Jahnu, my grandson, sees the cabi-
net open and shuffles over in his
funny, awkward run. From out of the
cabinet, Arjuna and Nimai grab the
pictures of Krsna they’ve been
coloring.

“...Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare ...”

Lord, let me be Your servant.

Balarama walks over to get the
picture of Lord Visnu he’s been color-
ing (so far, in one solid color), speak-
ing to Cintamani in his jumbled
English-Spanish with intensity. I close
my eyes.

. Hare Hare ..

Jahnu has sat down by the mar-
kers with his picture of demons
taunting the saint Prahlada. I open
my eyes. For each marker he opens, [
have to make sure he closes the lid
tightly and puts the marker back. This
I do with my left hand around his tiny
palms. I am trying to teach him how
to do this himself, as I did with
Balarama two years ago.

My right hand continues to go
from bead to bead.

§chooling Krsna’s Children

Meditation—
While Watching Children?

by Urmila Devi Dasi

“Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna...”

Please remove my envy so I can
serve You nicely. Help me to fix my
mind on the sound.

.Rama Rama...”

Lalita Madhava and Sitarani are
throwing markers instead of coloring,
distracting some of the adults who
surround us, chanting with an intense
desire for purification and love of
God. I must not let the children dis-
turb them. If I can get the girls’ atten-
tion and then slightly shake my head
“No” while bending my eyebrows, 1
can continue to hear—pray to deeply
hear—the Lord’s names.

For years I wondered whether car-
ing for children during much of my
chanting time would greatly impede
my spiritual progress. Finally I under-
stood: If we serve Lord Krsna's
devotees, Krsna is more pleased than
when we just serve Him directly.

With an awkward tilt like a wood-
en puppet on strings, Jahnu now runs
across the room to Subhadra, who
has a bag of stuffed-animal toys. No
longer having to help him close pens,
I chance shutting my eyes and hope
for a long, uninterrupted time to
hear.

“...Hare Hare; Hare Krsna ...”

Unfortunately, in my inner
playground my mind jumps down
slides, and swings into the sky. I think

| about what I need to do today. I

think about how this morning’s
chanting session would be a good
inspiration for this column.

No—away flickering thoughts! Just
hear.

“...Rama Rama, Hare Hare.”

Arjuna and Nimai are fighting be-
cause Nimai started to color Arjuna’s
picture. They’ve had enough of color-

ing and are now taking copies of
Srila Prabhupada’s books and look-
ing at the pictures. Both can read, and
Arjuna can read well enough to
understand most of what’s in the
book in his hand. Still, right now they
| just look at pictures, one book after
another. Balarama also stops color-
ing and gets his own book. He's now
old enough to know not to put the
book on his feet or the floor.

“...Krsna Krspa ...”

The sound of Your holy name is
so sweet. When will I become fully
absorbed, fully meditating on the
sound of Your name?

“Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna .. .”

Now Jahnu has toddled back to
the cabinet. On the way, he has bab-
bled to several of the adults in
the temple room, smiling, and nod-
ding his blond curls. Following with
her pull-hands/drag-legs crawl,
Subhadra also approaches the cabi-
net. We must watch her closely; if she
takes the tops off the markers. she
will put the ink into her mouth. She
may also crumble the other children’s
pictures.

This time, Jahnu points to a book.
We get out a children’s version of
the story of Krsna killing Aghasura.
There’s a color picture on every page.
The book goes on top of a mat so as
not to be on the floor, and I turn the
pages with my left hand while Jahnu
and Subhadra look, enthralled.

“...Krsna, Krsna ...”

Krsna is so beautiful. Someday may
[ enter into His pastimes.

Urmila Devi Dasi and her family run
a school in North Carolina. She is the
major author and compiler of Vai-

| kuntha Children, a guide to Krsna

| conscious education for children.
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HERE ARE SOME experiences and
realizations of devotees who give
people Krsna consciousness through
books by Srila Prabhupada and his
followers.

Srila Prabhupada’s Blessings

I was distributing books in a
factory and had just signed up one
hundred workers to each take a set
of books (fifteen books in each set).
When I went to see the director for
payment, he sent me to the chief
accountant, but she refused to give
me the money, saying she had
nothing in the treasury.

A few days later was the anniver-
sary of Srila Prabhupada passing, so
we had a big festival at the temple. I
thought that to really get the mercy
of Srila Prabhupada I should go to
the factory and see the chiel accoun-
tant to get the payment so that the
workers could get Srila Prabhupada’s
books.

When [ got to the factory, the
chief accountant told me there was
no chance of my getting the money
that day because it was Friday: I
should come back on Monday. But [
knew that day was special, and I
really wanted to please Srila Prabhu-
pada. So I sat down in her office,
pulled out a picture of Srila Prabhu-
pada, placed it on the table, and
began to pray intensely to Srila
Prabhupada.

After a while all attention turned
to me. The chief accountant was quite
concerned and asked me what was
wrong.

“Today is the anniversary of the
departure of my grandfather.” I told

her. “I'm praying to him to help me.”

She left her office and came back
with a paper in her hand—a release
for the money for the books.

“You'll get the money today,” she
said. “I promise.”

By now it was late in the after-
noon, and the bank was closing in
twenty minutes. We ran to her car and
sped off to the bank. When we re-
turned to the factory, she was con-
cerned that the workers hadn’t gotten
their books. It was already too late
for me to pick up the books from
the temple and make it back before
the workers went home. So she
made an announcement over the
intercom:

“All workers who were to receive
books must go to the Hare Krsna
temple tonight and collect them.”

When [ returned to the temple
later, [ was amazed to see a long line
of people entering and walking out
with boxes of books. The temple was
full of workers from the factory. They
all received the merey of Srila
Prabhupada.

—lJagadisa Dasa, CIS

Transformed Boss

In Lithuania, Nityananda Rama
Dasa went to sell sets of books at a
factory where the director was feared
by all the employees. The director
was like a gangster and would beat
people and throw them out of the
company. When Nityananda Rama
came in with the books, the workers
told him not to go anywhere near the
director. But Nityananda Rama
wasn’t deterred. He went in, showed
| the director the books, and fearlessly
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Book Distribution

Mercy in the Factories

compiled by Navina Nirada Dasa

preached to him with determination.

The man looked at the books and
read a little. He appreciated that
Nityananda Rama was taking time
to explain the books and talk to him.
As the saying goes, “It’s lonely at the
top.” No one would ever talk with
him, so he was lonely.

The director called all the depart-
ment heads to his office and told
them, “Everyone is going to buy a set
of these books.”

No one dared say no. The director
let Nityananda Rama go through the
company selling books, with his

| recommendation.

Nityananda Rama collected many
signatures authorizing payment, and
a few days later he returned to de-
liver the books. The director had
assembled all the workers and depart-
ment heads in a large hall. He then
gave a speech.

“Today is a very important day,
because you all have the chance to

| get these wonderful books. You may

ask yourself why I'm doing this, since
you all know I've been an atheist all
my life. But since I've met this inter-
esting person and read these books,
I'm convinced there’s something
more than just material life. And I
want God—up there—to know that I,
Valdimier Zuchenkof, have given His
books to the workers of my factory.”
Everyone applauded, and he
started handing out the books.
—Navina Nirada Dasa

Navina Nirada Dasa heads ISKCON's
book-distribution ministry and travels
worldwide (o train and inspire book
distributors.



Glossary

Acarya—a spiritual master who teaches by example.

Balarama—Lord Krsna’s first expansion. who acts in the
role of Lord Krsna's elder brother.

Battle of Kuruksetra—an epic battle for rule of the
world, fought five thousand years ago.

Bhagavad-gita—the sacred book in which Lord Krsna
gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and
disciple Arjuna.

Bhakti—devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura—the spiritual mas-
ter of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

Bhakti-yoga—Ilinking with the Supreme Lord through
devotional service.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu—the incarnation of Lord Krsna
who appeared five hundred years ago to teach the
chanting of the names of God as the religion for the
present age.

Dharma—(1) ordained duties or religious principles:

(2) one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.e., devotional
service to the Lord).

Godhead—the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality.
progressively realized first as the impersonal all-
pervasive oneness, more fully as the Supersoul within
the heart of every living being. and ultimately as the
all-opulent Supreme Person.

Gurukula—a school where children learn the philosophy
and practices of Krsna consciousness along with regu-
lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the
guru’).

Hare Krsna—the great mantra Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna.
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

ISKCON—the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness.

Japa—individual chanting of names of God, usually
while counting on beads.

Kali-yuga—in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-
mic ages. the present and worst age, the Age of
Quarrel, of which 5.000 of 432.000 years have passed.

Karma—material action; its inevitable reaction; or the
law by which such action and reaction are governed.

Kirtana—congregational singing of names of God, usual-
ly accompanied by cymbals (karatalas) and drums
(mrdarngas).

Krsna—the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His
original transcendent form (see “Godhead™).

Mahabharata—the epic history of ancient India, a history
in which the Bhagavad-gita appears as the most
important and well-known text.

Maya—illusion; the energy of the Supreme Lord that
deludes living entities into forgetting their spiritual
nature and forgetting God.

Mayavadi—one who regards the Absolute Truth as
ultimately impersonal or void.

Modes of nature—the three qualities (goodness, passion,
and ignorance) that hold sway over all action in the
material world.

Nityananda—the incarnation of Lord Balarama who
appeared with Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Prasadam—vegetarian food that has been prepared for
the Lord and offered to Him with devotion (literally
“mercy”).

Puranas—Vedic histories.

adharani—lLord Krsna’'s consort and pleasure potency.

Rathayatra—"chariot festival™; a festival in which the
form of Krsna is borne in procession on a large
canopy-topped chariot or float, especially the festival
originating in Puri, India, for Jagannatha (Lord Krsna,
“the Lord of the universe™).

Sannyasa—the renounced life of a man who relinquishes
home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.

Sri—an honorific meaning “opulent” (similarly: Srila,
Stimad, Srimin., Srimati},

Srila Prabhupada—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada. the founder-acarya of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Srimad-Bhagavatam—the most important of the eight-
een Puranas, which tells of the nature and pastimes
of Lord Krsna and His devotees.

Supersoul—the form of the Lord who resides in every
heart along with the individual soul.

Upanisads—the 108 essential philosophical treatises that
appear within the Veduas.

Varnasrama—the Vedic social system. It organizes socie-
ty into four occupational and four spiritual divisions
(varnas and asramas). The members of the four varnas
are the brafumanas (intellectuals. priests), the ksatrivas
(administrators and soldiers). the vaisyas (farmers
and businessmen), and the sidras (laborers and
artisans). The members of the four asramas are the
brahmacaris (celibate students), grhasthas (married
people). vanaprasthas (retired people), and sannyvdasts
(renunciants).

Vindavana—the transcendental abode of Lord Krsna,
mirrored on earth as the town in India where Krsna
appeared five thousand years ago.

Vaisnava—a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the
word Visni).

Vedas—the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord
Himself at the beginning of creation.

Vedic—pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and
related seriptures guide all aspects of human life.

Visnu—any form of the Personality of Godhead (see

“Godhead”); the forms the Lord manifests to create and

sustain the material world.




SPIRITUAL PLACES

KURUKSHETRA

The Land of Dharma

War and pious deeds have often come together
at this ancient North Indian site.

by Lokanath Swami

photos by Maha Visnu Dasa and Yamaraja Dasa

URUKSHETRA. about one hun-

dred miles north of New Delhi, is

best known as the place where
the great battle of the Mahabharata |
was fought and Lord Krsna spoke the
Bhagavad-gita. But long before that,
Kurukshetra had played a dominant
role in the history and culture ol an-
cient India. For thousands of years it
was a hub around which the Vedic
civilization spun in its full glory. Kuru-
kshetra's religious importance is de-
scribed in many scriptures, including
the Bhagavad-gita, the Mahabharata,
and various Upanisads and Puranas.
The scriptures refer to it as a place of
meditation and an abode of demigods.
The atmosphere of Kurukshetra is still

At Kurukshetra a
pilgrim worships
Brahma Sarovar

by offering back to
the lake its own
.\'rf('r(.’r! water.

Maha Vispu Ddsa
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charged with the chanting of Vedic
hymns. especially the Bhagavad-gita.

The first verse of the Gia refers to
Kurukshetra as dharma-ksetra, or “the
lield of dharma.” indicating that it was
already known as a holy place. Today

| onecan find many ancient temples and

sacred lakes at Kurukshetra,an area of
about one hundred square miles be-
tween the sacred rivers Sarasvati and
Drsadvati in Haryana state.

THE GREAT KING KURU

Kurukshetra was formerly known
as Brahmaksetra. Brghuksetra, Arya-
varta, and Samanta Pancaka. It be-
came known as Kurukshetra because
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within Brahma Sarovar, connected
to the shore by a footbridge.
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Pilgrims come to
bathe in a sacred
lake near the
spot where Lord
Krsna spoke the

Bhagavad-gita.

g

Maha Visnu Dasa

SUMATI MORARIJI [see “Depar-
tures,” page 32|. who in 1965
gave Srila Prabhupada free pas-
sage to America on her steam-
ship Jaladuta, remembered
meeting Srila Prabhupada at
Kurukshetra for the first time
during the 1950s. Srila Prabhu-
pada was sitting under a tree,
chanting on beads. Sensing that
he was a distinguished sadhu,
Sumati Morarji approached him.
She was impressed with his
humility and devotion, and she
mentioned this when Stila
Prabhupada went to see her in
Bombay to ask her help in
gelting to America.

In October 1970, Srila
Prabhupada was traveling to
Amritsar by train with a group of
disciples. As the train arrived in
Kurukshetra station, he said,
“Just here, Lord Krsna spoke
Bhagavad-gita five thousand
years ago. People say that it does
not exist, that it’s a mythological
place, a symbol of the field of the
body and the senses. They say it

Srila Prabhupada at Kurukshetra

is an allegorical place. But here
we are at the Kurukshetra
station.”

As he spoke, the sun was set-
ting, and a bright orange sky
shone over the flat land.

“How can they say Kuru-
kshetra is not a real place?” he
continued. “Here it is before us,
and it has been a historical place
for a long. long time.”

On December 1, 1975, Srila
Prabhupada went to Kuru-
kshetra with several disciples.
Before returning to Delhi, he
decided to visit a less developed
area ol Kurukshetra called Jyoti-
sar, the actual place where Lord
Krsna had spoken the Bhagavad-
gita. Srila Prabhupada walked
about and thoroughly inspected
the area. After ten minutes he
asked the devotees what they
thought of it. Everyone ex-
pressed enthusiasm about the
place, which they sensed as spiri-
tually vibrant. A deep, timeless
wisdom and serenity seemed to
permeate the atmosphere. Srila
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Prabhupada told the devotees
that ISKCON should build a
temple of Krsna and Arjuna
there.

In 1996, the Srila Prabhupada
Centennial year, devotees made
a special effort to obtain a parcel
of land in Jyotisar. By the grace
of Krsna and Arjuna they suc-
ceeded in acquiring six acres, just
a hundred yards away [rom the
spot where the Bhagavad-gita
was spoken. In April 1998, the
governor of Haryana presided
over the ceremony dedicating
the ground for the temple. At
present, ISKCON runs a small
temple in Thaneswar, a couple of
miles from Brahma Sarovar. The
devotees are planning, designing,
and raising funds for the complex
that Srila Prabhupada wanted
in Jyotisar.

Also during the Srila Prabhu-
pada Centennial year, a promi-
nent square in the town of
Kurukshetra was named after
Srila Prabhupada: Bhaktivedanta
Swami Chouk [Square].



Maha Visnu Diasa

The governor of Haryana state (right, accompanied
by His Holiness Gopal Krsna Goswami) arrives to
preside over the ceremony dedicating the ground for
ISKCON's new temple at Kurukshetra. Below, a
Deity of Lord Visnu seated on His carrier, Garuda, is
worshiped in a temple at Brahma Sarovar.
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ol the work of King Kuru.

The Mahabharata tells of how King
Kuru, a prominent ancestor of the
Pandavas, made the land a great center
of spiritual culture. King Kuru went
there on a golden chariot and used the
chariot’s gold to make a plow. He then
borrowed Lord Siva’s bull and Yama-
raja’s buffalo and started plowing.
When Indra arrived and asked Kuru
what he was doing, Kuru replied that
he was preparing the land for growing
the eight religious virtues: truth. yoga.
kindness. purity. charity, forgiveness,
austerity, and celibacy.

Indra asked the king to request a
boon. Kuru asked that the land ever
remain a holy place named alter him-
self, and that anyone dying there go to
heaven regardless of his sins or virtues.
Indra laughed at the requests.

Undaunted. Kuru performed great
penance and continued to plow. Gradu-
ally, Indra was won over, but other
demigods expressed doubts. They said
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that death without sacrifice did not
merit a place in heaven. Finally, Kuru
and Indra arrived at a compromise:
Indra would admit into hecaven anyone
who died there while fighting or per-
forming penance. So Kurukshetra be-
came both a battlefield and a land of
piety.

THE MAHABHARATA BATTLE

When the Pandavas claimed their
legitimate share of their paternal king-
dom from their uncle Dhrtarastra
and his sons, the Kauravas, they were
given the Khandava Forestin the south
of the Kuru kingdom. There they built
a magnificent city called Indrapra-
stha, located where Delhi is today.
The Kauravas kept Hastinapura, situ-
ated to the northeast of Delhi, as their
capital.

Later, the Pandavas were exiled for
thirteen years after Yudhisthira's de-
feat in a game of dice. After the exile,
the Pandavas demanded the return of
their kingdom. On behalf of the Panda-
vas, Lord Krsna went to Duryodhana.
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Under an ancient
banyan tree (left),
where Lord
Krsna spoke the
Bhagavad-gita.
pilgrims view
sculptures
(above) of Lord
Krsna and Arjuna
on a chariot,



The Vamana Purana says that
nine sacred rivers and seven
sacred forests exist in the region.

Sarasvatt River

The beds of all the rivers
except the Sarasvati are difficult
to find at Kurukshetra. But the
Sarasvati flows during the rainy
season, and its bed is visible at
other times.

Jyotisar
At Jyotisar, Lord Krsna spoke

the Gita, the spot marked by a

- marble chariot under a banyan
tree. The tree is said to be more
than five thousand years old,
making it the oldest witness to
Lord Krsna's immortal conversa-
tion with Arjuna. Jyotisar is on
the bank of the Sarasvati, about
five miles from the town of
Kurukshetra.

Brahma Sarovar

Lord Brahma is said to have
created the earth here. During
solar eclipses hundreds of
thousands of pilgrims come to
take a holy dip in Brahma
Sarovar, observing an ancient
tradition. The beautiful Brahma
Sarovar is larger than the other
lakes in the area and is well
maintained by the Kurukshetra
Development Board. It has
become the center of interest for
pilgrims coming to Kurukshetra.

On the northern banks of
Brahma Sarovar sits a Radha-
Krsna temple of the Gaudiya
Math, the institution founded by
Srila Bhaktisiddhinta Sara-
svati Thakura, the spiritual
master of His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada. The Gaudiya Math temple
was built to commemorate the
reunion between Radha and
Krsna that took place at Kuru-
kshetra five thousand vears ago.

Kurukshetra’s Holy Sites

Samanta Panicaka

Kurukshetra is known as
Samanta Pancaka (“five lakes™)
because here Lord Parasurama,
an incarnation of Lord Krsna,
made five lakes from the blood
of ksatrivas he killed. (Lord
Parasurama purged the earth of
wicked kings and warriors
twenty-one times.) Srila Prabhu-
pada said that the blood later
turned into water.

One of the lakes is called
Sannihit (“assembly™). On the
new-moon day all the holy places
personified are said to assemble
in the lake. At the time of a solar
eclipse. pilgrims are first led to
Sannihit Lake, known as an
abode of Lord Visnu.

Ban Ganga

Ban Ganga, or Bhishma
Kund, is a holy place about three
miles from Kurukshetra. During
the Battle of Kurukshetra,
Bhismadeva, the grand-uncle of
the Pandavas, lay here on his
deathbed, made of arrows
piercing his body. When he asked
Arjuna to quench his thirst,
Arjuna knew that the great
Bhisma did not thirst for water
of this world. So Arjuna pierced
the earth with an arrow, and
Ganges water gushed out like a
fountain. Bhisma drank the holy
water and thanked Arjuna for his
great deed. Bhisma then instruc-
ted Yudhisthira on the path of
dharma.

Pilgrims to Ban Ganga can
worship a Deity of Lord Krsna in
His universal form and a 26-foot-
high deity of Hanuman.

Ban Ganga (Dayalpur)

This is a small village a couple
ol miles from Brahma Sarovar.
Here Arjuna also brought forth
the Ganges by shooting an arrow
into the ground. this time to

provide drinking water for his
chariot horses during his single
combat with Javadratha.

Karnavadha

Karnavadha is a long trench
where the wheels of Karna’s
chariot were stuck before Arjuna
killed him.

Parasar/Dvaipain

Parasara Muni, the father of
Srila Vyasadeva, had his asrama
here, about twenty-five miles
south of the town of Thaneswar.
Duryodhana hid in the lake here
after running away from battle at
the end of the Mahabharata war.
He came out of the water when
the Péandavas challenged him to
light.

Pehowa

Pehowa, seventeen miles west
of Thaneswar, was formerly
known as Prithudak, “the pool of
Prthu.” King Prthu. an incarna-
tion of Lord Krsna's ruling
potency, performed last rites for
his father here. Hundreds of pil-
grims visit Pehowa every day to
offer oblations to their ancestors.

Chakravyuha

At Chakravyuha, eight kilo-
meters south of Thaneswar. the
general Dronacarya organized
his army in the shape of a discus
(cakra). It is also where Abhi-
manyu, the son of Arjuna and
Subhadra, was killed.

Dadhichi Tirtha

At Dadhichi Tirtha. on the
bank of the Sarasvati, the sage
Dadhici had his asrama long ago.
The Srimad-Bhagavatam relates
that Indra once asked Dadhici to
give his bones to be made into a
weapon lor fighting the demons.
Dadhici complied with the
request and gave up his life.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1998 « BACK TO GODHEAD

21



isnu Dasa

22

" i 'é Kurukshetra
ATV Dotk

« Jaipur

INDIA

« Mumbai

« Hyderabhad

Kurukshetra
Pilgrimage

How to Get There

Kurukshetra, located in the
state of Haryana, is a four-
hour train ride from Delhi.
There are also direct trains
from Mumbai, Agra, Baroda,
Chandigarh, and Simla.

Where to Stay

Kurukshetra has several inex-
pensive or free guest houses
(dharmshalas). The rooms are
generally clean and are
adequate if you don’t mind
roughing it a little. Otherwise,
the best hotel in town is the
centrally located Neelkanthi
Krishna Dham Yatri Niwas.
In Jyotisar, try the secluded
Canal Guest House.

(‘This information comes from
Holy Places and Temples of
India, by Jada Bharata Dasa.
available through The Hare
Krsna Catalog.)

* Calcutta

Handbound books
(above) contain the
names of visitors to
Kurukshetra over the
last one hundred
vears. At right,
statues depict an
ancient incident at
Kurukshetra during
which Lord Visnu
appeared.
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RATHAYATRA'’S
KURUKSHETRA ROOTS

Once, when Krsna was preparing to
go to Kurukshetra at the time of a solar
eclipse, He invited the gopis (cowherd
girls) and other residents of Vrndavana
to meet Him at Kurukshetra. When He
had left Vrndavana in His youth, He
had promised to return very soon. But
He had been away for a long time
(about a hundred years). so out of in-
tense spiritual love, the residents of
Vrndéavanahadalways felt ecstaticlong-
ing to see Him again.

The residents of Dvaraka (a majes-
ticcity) arrived at Kurukshetra on chari-
ots; the residents of Vrndavana (a
simple cowherd village), on ox carts.
Because the families of Vindavana and
Dvaraka were related. a joyful reunion
took place.

Of all the residents of Vrndavana,
the leading gopi, Srimati Radharani,
had felt the pangs of separation from
Krsna more than anyone else. She and
the other gopis were determined to
bring Krsna back to Vrndavana. The
loving exchange between Krsna and
the gopis at Kurukshetra is the esoteric
meaning behind the festival known as
Rathayatra (“Festival of the Chariots™).
So whenever Hare Krsna devotees put
on Rathayatras in cities around the
world. they are proclaiming the glories
of Kurukshetra. €D

Lokanath Swami is the director of

ISKCON Padayatras (“walking festi-
vals”) worldwide and ISK CON'’s minis-
ter for social development information.

A preliminary
drawing (left) of
ISKCON's new
temple at Kuru-
kshetra. At right,
Sarasvati Devi,
the goddess of
learning, graces a
temple courtyard
on the shore of
Brahma Sarovar.
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Bhima
Fights Jarasandha

The tyrant Jarasandha accepts a challenge
from the mightiest of the Pandava brothers.

Translated from Sanskrit
by Hridayananda Dasa Goswami

The sage Vaisampayana is telling the history of the
Pandavas to their great-grandson, King Janane-
java. As the narration continues, Krsna and the Pan-
davas Bhima and Arjuna have challenged the evil
king Jarasandhato afight. The defeat of Jarasandha,
who holds many kings hostage, will entitle Yudhi-
sthira to perform the Rajasiiya sacrifice and become
world emperor. Now Jardsandha responds to the
challenge. [Abridged from the original translation. |

foes of awesome deeds, then authorized the

coronation of his son Sahadeva. Now that the
fight had come, O best of the Bharatas, the king
remembered the two leaders of his armies, Kausika
and Citrasena, who were known in this world by the
names Hamsa and Dibhaka, names that in the past
had been celebrated in human society and honored
by the world.

O king, Jarasandha was the best of the strong
and as courageous as a tiger, and his prowess was
awesome in the world. Lord Krsna, Balarama’s
infallible younger brother, remembered that [by
Lord Brahma's order| to kill Jarasandha was
another’s ordained lot. True to His word, Lord

I ; ING JARASANDHA, eager to fight with his
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Krsna, the maintainer of the world, respected the
order of Brahma and so did not wish to kill
Jarasandha personally.

Thereupon the eloquent and infallible Lord
Krsna, the joy of the Yadu dynasty, said to King
Jarasandha,who had made up his mind to fight,“Of
the three of us, O king, whom are you inclined to
fight? Which of us should prepare himself for
battle?”

O king, when Krsna had addressed him thus,
Jarasandha, the splendid ruler of Magadha, chose
to fight with Bhimasena. The royal priest, bearing
the finest medicines, painkillers, and restoratives,
waited upon Jarasandha, who was eager for battle.
A renowned brahmana performed all the auspi-
cious rituals for Jarasandha., who was ever devoted
to the warrior’s path. After fastening his full armor,
Jarasandha took off his crown and carefully combed
his hair. He then rose up like the ocean overflowing
its shores.

The astute king Jarasandha said to Bhima, of
awesome feats, “Bhima, I will fight with you. It is
good for you to be defeated by a superior.”

Having thus spoken to Bhimasena, the mighty
Jarasandha. tamer of foes, went toward his foe like



Bhima puts the fatal move on Jarasandha.



The Characters in this Episode

Asura—an enemy of the demigods

Bali—a leader of the Asuras who became a great devotee of

Lord Krsna

Brahma—the first created being in the universe
Brhaspati—the spiritual master of the demigods
Draupadi—the wife of the five Pandavas
Garuda—the divine eagle who carries Lord Visnu
Indra—the king of the heavenly planets

The Pandavas—Though the name Pandava means “son of Pang

the five Pandavas were sired by demigods—the three eldest
Pandavas ( Yudhisthira, Bhima, and Arjuna) in the womb of King
Pandu’s wife Kunti, and the youngest (the twins, Nakula and
Sahadeva) in the womb of Pandu’s wife Madri. The Pandavas are
sometimes called “Bharata™ or “best of the Bharatas,” because
they come in the dynasty of King Bharata.

Subhadra

Lord Krsna's sister

Vrtra—a powerful demon once defeated by Indra (Vrtra was in fact
a devotee cursed to be a demon for one lifetime.)

the Asura Baliconfronting Indra. Then,
having taken counsel with Krsna,
mighty Bhimasena. blessed with auspi-
cious rites and cager to fight, ap-
proached Jarasandha.

THE FIGHT BEGINS

Those two tigers of men metinbattle,
using their bare arms as weapons. He-
roic and supremely excited, each
yearned to conquer the other. As the
twostruck each other’sarmsandseized,
stretched, and held each other, there
was a ferocious din like thunderbolts
striking mountains. Both men were
euphoric in battle and fought with ex-
traordinary strength. Hungry for vic-
tory, they each sought an opening to
win an advantage over the other.

That contest of the two mighty war-
riors was like the duel between Vrtra
and Indra. Indeed, so fierce was the
fighting, O king, that it drove away the
crowd that had gathered near. As each
combatant pushed and pulled his foe,
striking his opponent’s chest with an
open hand. dragging and tearing, the
two struggled intensely and slammed
cach other with their knees. They re-
buked cach other with mighty voices
and belted each other with blows that
landed like crashing stones. Broad-
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chested and expert in battle, the two
foes joined in close combat, their long
arms falling on each other like iron
bludgeons.

The battle began on the first day of

the month of Karttika and continued,
day and night, without rest. For thir-
teen full days those mighty souls bat-
tled on, but on the fourteenth night the
king of Magadha felt exhausted and
stopped.

Your majesty. when Sri Krsna saw
that the king was exhausted, He ad-
dressed Bhima to alert him fully: =O
son of Kunti, it is not proper to harass
anexhausted enemy in battle. Certainly
if he is fully harassed, he could give up
his life. Therefore, Kaunteya. you must
not harass the monarch. Fight him with
your arms, O best of the Bharatas.”

From these words of Lord Krsna's,
the son of Pandu, killer of hostile he-
roes, understood that Jarasandha was
vulnerable and made up his mind to
kill him. Thereupon, to conquer the
unconquered one, Bhima let his fury
rise and seized Jarasandha.

JARASANDHA
TORN APART

Eager Lo slay Jarasandha and using
his ample intelligence, Bhimasena said
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to Krsna, the joy of the Yadus, “Krsna,
it is inappropriate for me to pamper
this sinner and spare his life.”

Thus addressed, Sri Krsna, eager
to see Jarasandha slain, replied to
Bhima in a tigerlike mood to hurry
him: “Your supreme strength comes
from the gods, Bhima, so show at once
on Jarasandha the power the wind-god
has given yvou!”

The mighty Bhima. tamer of foes,
then hoisted powerful Jarasandha and
whirled him around, O king. After
spinning him around a hundred times,
O best of the Bharatas, Bhima hurled
Jarasandha down and with his bare
arms broke his back. Bhima then
trampled him and let out a roar. As the
Pandava roared and Jarasandha cried
out while being trampled. a tumultu-
ous sound went forth, terrifying all
living things. The cries of Jarasandha
and Bhima struck all the citizens of
Magadha with fear. and women had
miscarriages. “Can it be that the Hi-
malayan peaks are ripping apart? Is
the ecarth shattering?” Thus the peo-
ple of Magadha wondered on hearing
Bhimasena’'s roar.

Bhima had seized his enemy by the
feet and hurled him to the ground.

Then, pressing down one of Jara-

sandha’s legs with his foot and grab-
bing the other in his arms, Bhima. like
agreatelephantripping apart a branch,
tore Jarasandha apart from his anus,
and the people saw the two bodily [rag-
ments, cach with one leg. thigh. testicle,
hip,breast.back,and nostril.along with
one arm, eye, eyebrow, and ear.®

That night Krsna, Bhima, and Ar-
juna, those tamers of foes, discarded

| the lifeless king, who seemed to be

asleep. at the gate of the main road
leading to the royal palace, and then
they departed. Lord Krsna arranged
for the yoking of Jarasandha’s chariot,
which was adorned with flags and en-

| sign, and after bringing on board His

two cousin-brothers, Bhima and Ar-
juna, He set free His relatives—Kkings
who had been imprisoned by Jara-
sandha. Those liberated lords of the

“Jarasandha had been born in two parts,
which were then joined by a witch named
Jara. Krsna hinted to Bhima that Jarasandha
was vulnerable to being split apart.



Lord Krsna granted Jarasandba’s son
- full assurance of safety
and anointed him King of Magadbha.

earth then approached Sri Krsna and
bestowed riches upon Him,whois wor-
thy of riches, for the Lord had freed
those kings from great fear.

THE GREAT CHARIOT

Then Krsna, uninjured, equipped
with weapons, victorious over the en-
emy.and mounting His celestial chariot,
left with the kings the capital of Giri-
vraja, with its circle of mountains and
green pastures. With Lord Krsna at the
reins and His two warrior brothers on
board that fabulous war chariot, socare-
fully crafted for Killing. everyone could
now clearly see that even all the kings
ol the world could not conquer it. In-
deed, bearing the two warriors Bhima
and Arjuna,and with Lord Krsna hold-
ing the reins, that chariot shone with
beauty,and all the world’s archers could
not conquer it. It was on this chariot
that Indra and Visnu had ridden in the
battle forTaraka, the wife of Brhaspati.
and now Lord Krsna, having mounted
it, made ready to depart.

Upon that triumphant and deadly
car.bright like molten gold, thundering

like a cloud, and adorned with circlets |
of bells. Indra had once slain nine times |

ninety demons, and now those best of
men, having won it, rejoiced. There-
upon, the Magadha people became as-
tonished to see mighty-armed Krsna
standing on the chariot with His two
cousin-brothers. When Lord Krsna
stood upon that chariot yoked with
divine horses and as swilt as the wind,
it shone with utmost beauty. On this
excellent chariot the Lord arranged
for a beautilul [ree-flying flag to be
raised that was visible for cight miles.
Indeed, it shone as bright as a rain-
bow stretched across the sky like the
rain-god’s bow.

Sri Krsna thought of Garuda, and so
he came. At that very moment [by the
presence of Garuda on the chariot’s
flag] the chariot stood tall like a great
temple pillar. Garuda. devourer of ser-
pents, stood on that excellent chariot
with other creatures, who rested on
the flag with wide-open mouths roar-
ing great sounds. Garuda shone with
such distinctly superior prowess that it
was difficult for ordinary creatures to
gaze upon him, blazing as he was like
the midday sun basking in its thou-
sands of rays. O king, that divine and
excellent banner, seen by gods and
humans alike, did not get entangled in
trees, nor could weapons damage it.
Standing firm on the divine car, which
resounded like a rain cloud. the infal-
lible, tigerlike Krsna departed with the
two Pandavas.

The celebrated and mighty-armed
Lord Krsna, whose eyes are as delicate
aslotus petals.then departed Girivraja,
but He stopped outside the city on a
plain. There. O king, all the citizens
reverently approached Him, with the
brahmanas in the lead, and they be-
haved in accord with the sacred rules.
So also did the kings freed from bond-
age worship Lord Madhusudana,
Krsna.gently speaking these words: O
mighty-armed one, O son of Devaki, it
is not surprising that You, together with
Bhima and Arjuna, have carelully pro-
tected the principles of religion. Today
You have lifted up all the kings who
had sunk into the miserable mud of the
horrible lake of Jarasandha. O Visnu,
O Supreme Person, thanks to Provi-
dence You have freed us kings who
were languishing in that dreadful moun-
tain fort. and thus You have achieved
shining fame. O tiger among men. O
most noble one. tell us what deed we
can do for You. even il difficult, for we

kings must know this.”

The great-minded Lord Krsna, mas-
ter of the senses. then encouraged the
kings with these words: “Yudhisthira
wishes to perform the Rajastuya rite.
He is always dedicated to justice, and
now he wishes to establish his sover-
eignty. All of vou should help him with
his sacrificial performance.” At this, O
noble Bharata. the kings were delighted,
and all ol them happily agreed and
promised, *So shall it be!™

Those lords of the earth then pre-
sented Lord Krsna with riches, and out
of compassion for the kings, the Lord
reluctantly accepted their gifts. And
even the son of Jarasandha, the mighty
chariot warrior Sahadeva, came out
with his people and ministers in a pro-
cession headed by priests. Becoming
meek and humble, he also presented
many valuble gifts and then stood near
Lord Vasudeva, Krsna. the God of
mankind.Onoble Arya.asJarasandha’s
son Sahadeva stood fearfully before
Him, Lord Krsna granted him full as-
surance of safety and right there
anointed him king of Magadha. Hav-
ing allied himsell with Lord Krsna
and having been honored by the two
sons of Prtha, the wise king entered
the city of his father and grandfather.

| Then lotus-eyed Krsna, glowing with

supreme opulence, took the varieties
of riches and departed with Prtha’s
Lwo sons.

RETURN TO
INDRAPRASTHA

Aflter arriving in the city of Indra-
prastha, the infallible Lord and the two
sons of Pandu approached Dharma-
raja Yudhisthira, and the Lord ad-

| dressed him with pleasure: “By good

fortune, Bhima has brought down

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1998 « BACK TO GODHEAD 29



30

May We Be of Service?

To renew a subscription, order one for a friend, or correct any delivery
problems with your Back to Godhead subscription, please contact our
Subscriber Service Center at 1-800-800-3284. You can write to us at P.O.

Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, USA, or you can send an e-mail to
btgsubs@com.bbt.se.For editorial comments or for letters to the editor,
please write to P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA, or e-mail
editors@com.bbt.se.

Bhaktivedanta Institute

0f Vedic Studies

JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 16
Sridham Mayapur, West Bengal

Science of Mind—Bhanu Swami
Deity Worship—Bhaktividya Purna Swami
To be announced—Danavir Goswami
Congregational Development—Jayapataka Swami
Vedanta Philosophy—Purusatraya Swami
Philosophy of Religion—Airavata Dasa
Vedic Cosmology—Airavata Dasa
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu—Dayarama Dasa
Practical Aspects of Deity Worship—Jananivasa Dasa
Bhagavad-gita (Chapters 1-6)—Madhavendra Puri Dasa
Sanskrit for Preachers—Patrapati Dasa
Management—Tyaga Caitanya Dasa

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Airavata Dasa
Youth Forum Building, Room 303
Bhaktivedanta Institute of Vedic Studies
c/o Sri Mayapur Chandradoya Mandir,
District Nadia, W. Bengal, India
E-mail: airavata.hks@com.bbt.se

The International Society for Krishna Consciousness
Founder-Acarya His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

BACKTO GODHEAD « NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1998

powerful Jarasandha, and the kings
have been freed from bondage, most
noble monarch. And also by good for-
tune these two virtuous men, Bhima-
sena and Dhananjaya Arjuna, have
come back to their city uninjured. O
Bharata.”

Yudhisthira fittingly honored Krsna
and then joyfully embraced Bhima-
sena and Arjuna. His two brothers
having destroyed Jarasandha and
achieved victory, King Yudhisthira,
known as Ajatasatru, or “one who has
no enemy,” sat with them and rejoiced.
Yudhisthira also met with the freed
kings in order of seniority, and having
shown them hospitality and honor,
he granted them their leave. With
Yudhisthira's permission those kings
departed at once and with great joy
traveled to their own countries on their
many vehicles.

Thusthe vastly wise Lord Janardana,
Krsna.slew the enemy Jarasandha with
the Pandavas’ help. Having slain Jara-
sandha with the use of intelligence,
Lord Krsna, tamer of the enemy, took
His leave from Dharmaraja Yudhi-
sthira, Kunti, and Draupadi, and also
from Subhadra, Bhimasena, Arjuna,
and the twins, Nakula and Sahadeva.
Then, O noble Bharata, Yudhisthira
and the other Pandavas respectfully
circumambulated Lord Krsna of inde-
fatigable deeds. After begging permis-
sion from the priest Dhaumya, Krsna
departed toward His city on that very
best of chariots, which was as radiant as
the newly risen sun and which was a gift
from the king of justice, Yudhisthira.
With that celestial car He made the
world resound in all directions.

Theirpowervastlyincreased by their
great victory and their rescue of the
kings, the Pandavas inspired the great-
estlove and pleasure in Draupadi. King
Yudhisthira, celebrated for his protec-
tion of the realm, then did all that was
proper lor the goodness, pleasure, and
prosperity of the world, and he did all
this in terms of sacred law. &

Hridayananda Dasa Goswami, who
holdsa Ph.D.in Indology from Harvard
University, occasionally teaches at the
Graduate Theological Union in Berke-
ley, California, and has been a visiting
lecturer at the University of California
at Los Angeles.
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The worldwide activities of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

WORLD NEWS

: The Bhaktivedanta Archives

Nl}rth Am@n(ﬂ released its upgraded version of the
Bhaktivedanta VedaBase in August, on Janmastami, Lord
Krsna’s appearance day. The new version, available for
Windows 95/98/NT only, has many new features, including
a section containing biographical works on rila Prabhu-
pada by disciples and many other books. For more
information, see The Hare Krsna Catalog on page 63.

India’s television series “Abhay Charan” is currently
filming in New York City. The first twenty-six episodes,
covering rila Prabhupada’ s life in India before he
traveled to America, have aired on the Doordarshan
national television network. The series, now off the air,
will resume when a year’s worth of shows have been
produced. Originally shot in Hindi, the series is being
dubbed in English, Dutch, French, Tamil, German,
Spanish, and Italian for sale on video-cassettes.

Bhakti Caru Swami instructs the cast of “Abhay Charan.”

ISKCON Detroit held its annual Rathayatra (*Chariot
Festival™) in August on Belle Isle, an island park in the
Detroit River. Michigan gubernatorial candidate Geof-
frey Fieger campaigned at the festival and accepted a

packet of Krsna-prasadam. The day before the festival, the
Detroit Free Press ran a front-page article, with three color
photos, announcing the festival and discussing the Hare
Krsna movement.

The 1998 National Geographic Garden Book highlighted
New Vrindavan’s Palace Rose Garden, at Prabhupada’s
Palace of Gold. For the seventh straight year, the garden
won an All-American Rose Selections Award for out-
standing rose gardens.

Award-winning gardens at New Vrindavan's Palace of Gold.

The first in-depth documentary on the Hare Krsna
movement in nearly twenty years is now available from
ISKCON Television (ITV). Three years in the making,
“The New Hare Krishna World™ comes on two 60-minute
video-cassettes. (Available from the Hare Krsna Catalog,

page 63.)
i . . Janmastami marked the twenty-fifth
Uﬂlt?d Klﬂ(_[d()m anniversary of rila Prabhupada’s

installation of ri 11 Radha-Gokulananda, the Radha-

To get much of our news, Back to Godhead teams up with Hare Krishna World, the newspaper of the Hare Krishna movement.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1998 « BACK TO GODHEAD 31



EVERY TOWN &VILLAGE

Krsna Deities at Bhaktivedanta Manor, ISKCON’s center
outside London.

Rain and mud failed to keep devotees from distributing—
or festival-goers from trudging to receive—ten thousand
plates of prasadam last June at the annual Glastonbury,
England, music festival. Devotees also braved sometimes
knee-deep mud to chant Hare Krsna throughout the
festival grounds.

Eleven thousand young people attended a

Hare Krsna concert at the ISKCON site
during Poland’s annual “Woodstock™ festival, held in
August. The Hare Krsna site included twenty-seven tents
—the main one the size of a football field. Ten thousand
people a day received plates of Krsna-prasadam.

The North European branch of the Bhaktivedanta Book
Trust (BBT) reports the following English-language
books now in production: Srila Prabhupada-lilamyta
(complete in two volumes), Srimad-Bhagavatam (com-
plete in three volumes), Sri Caitanya-caritamyta
(complete in two volumes), and Brhad-Bhagavatamrta
(translation in progress, including commentaries by
Vaisnava dcaryas).

The North European BBT publishes books in forty-
five languages.

(ommonwealth of Independent States [

New Delhi visited [SKCON's temple in Moscow last July.
The chief minister, Sri Sahib Singh Verma, delivered a
short speech, during which he stressed the importance of

DEPARTURES

SUMATI MORARIJI, the former director of the
Scindiasteamship line who provided Srila Prabhu-
pada free passage to Americain 1965, passed away
last July in Mumbai. Srila Prabhupada wrote regu-
larly to Mrs. Morarji, especially while starting his
mission in the West, keeping her informed of his
activities. She assisted him in various ways over
the years, and Srila Prabhupada often expressed
his appreciation for her help. The millions of souls
who have benefited from Srila Prabhupada’s arri-
val in the West are indebted to her for her gene-
rous act of helping him come to America. Her
example shows that any service to a great devotee
can bring inestimable good results.
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spreading the message of the Blhiagavad-gita in Russia. He
encouraged devotees to build a Vedic temple in Moscow
and have millions of Moscovites chanting Hare Krsna.

Twenty-five hundred devotees from the CIS gathered at
ISKCON’s temple in Sukharevo, outside Moscow, in July
for a week of lectures, seminars, kirtanas, and fellowship.

Summer Rathayatras: Moscow and Novosibirsk, Russia, in
June; Odessa, Ukraine, in July.

Buck‘to G{)thﬂd

associate editor
Drutakarma Dasa (Michael
A. Cremo) will present a
paper at the Fourth World
Archeological Congress, to be
held in January at the Univer-
sity of Cape Town, South Af-
rica. His paper is titled “For-
bidden Archeology of the
Early and Middle Pleistocene:
Evidence for Physiologically
and Culturally Advanced Hu-
mans.” Drutakarma Dasa co-
authored, with Sadaptta Dasa (Richard L. Thompson),
Forbidden Archeology, which challenges modern evolution-
ary theory by citing suppressed or ignored archeological
evidence of the antiquity of modern man.

Drutakarma Dasa

PADAYATRA NEWS

Devotees are halfway through a 1.700-mile Padayatra
(“walking festival™) from Buenos Aires, Argentina, to Sao
Paulo, Brazil. They started early this year and are walking
with an ox-powered Deity cart that serves as a bookstall,
lecture stage, and conveyance for items used to put on
Hare Krsna festivals at the many stops along the way.

Padayatra in Argentina on the way to Brazil.



mmm PROJECT

Here's a Krsna HOW YOU CAN HELP
(:{)J’L\'(.'.’('JH-\‘ Pj’"”.f‘-)('l‘r Children of Krishna links young
you might like to | people in need with adults willing

. ; support or get and able to help. If you know any
Children of Krishna, Inc.

voung devotees who could use
assistance, tell them about CKI, or
phone CKI at the number below.

involved in.

MOTTO loans for continuing education and Children of Krishna operates solely
for personal and occupational on contributions. To make a pledge
“Helping Hare Krspa Youth Help development. Grants have supported  or contribution, contact:
Ihemselves internships, counseling, reunions.
university tuitions, youth publications, Jahnavi Dasi
HEADQUARTERS and the purchase of computer equip- Managing Director, CKI
_ = S ment for ISKCON-affiliated schools. P.O. Box 2458
Alachua, Florida, U.S.A. i e S o
I'hanks to the generous contributions Alachua. Florida 32616, U.S.A.
of ISKCON members and friends, Phone: (904) 462-1081
PROJECT DIRECTORS CKI has given out more than $30,000 E-mail: afn56839@afn.org
Anuttama Dasa, Badrinarayana to young devotees. -

Dasa, Dhira Govinda Dasa, Jahnavi
Devi Dasi, Krsna Avatara Dasa,
Manu Dasa, Sanatana Dasa (Four
directors are from ISKCON’s second
generation.)

MISSION

Children of Krishna, Inc., supports, ‘
|
|
i

PP BIyEYE

furthers. and protects the educa-
tional, economic. emotional. and
spiritual development of the children
of the Hare Krsna movement.

GOALS

Children of Krishna aims to help the
leaders ol ISKCON achieve the
following:

a) Create a loving environment for
our children and protect them from
harm;

b) Provide our students a first-class,
well-rounded education through
trained professional teachers and
exceptional schools:

¢) Give our young adults the transi-
tional training and support they need
to become productive and happy
members of society.

%)
DETAILS
Children of Krishna, Inc.. was formed
in 1996 during the annual meeting of

[SKCON’s North American leaders. CKI managing director Jahnavi Devi Dast with her son, Abhimanyu Dasa, and
CKI assists young men and women Kartamasa Dasa, who has received a CKI grant for an internship. The intern-
who grew up in the Hare Krsna ship, which involves working with Hare Krsna children, goes toward a degree
movement by providing grants and in human resource and development from the University of Florida.
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Srila Prabhupada’s

EQUAL VISION

He wanted the whole world to know Krsna.

by Giriraja Swami

PON THE invitation of the Gita

Bhavan (*Gita Center™), in De-

cember 1970 Srila Prabhupada
and a party of disciples traveled to
Indore. in the Indian state of Madhya
Pradesh, to take part in the week-
long celebration of the anniversary
of the day on which Lord Krsna
spoke the Bhagavad-gita. Most of the
other speakers were Mayavadi
impersonalists, who did not preach
Bhagavad-gita as it is or present
Krsna as He is.

In Indore many gentlemen would
come to meet Srila Prabhupada in his
room, usually with their own ideas of
spiritual life. Srila Prabhupada com-
plained, “They come to the guru with
their own opinions to see if the guru
will agree. If the guru agrees, he is
very good. But if the guru disagrees,
they think, ‘He is not good.””

One argument between Prabhu-
pada and some guests was especially
instructive. On the previous night,
Prabhupada had delivered a lecture
at the Gita Samiti |[*Society”] Hall
and was appalled to find there was no
picture of Krsna. The next day
Prabhupada raised the issue with his
guests to make the point that people
don’t properly understand and pre-
sent Bhagavad-gita and its speaker,
Lord Krsna. Prabhupada said that his
mission was to present Bhagavad-gita
properly—as it is—and to expose
those who do not.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1998 « BACK TO GODHEAD

Srila Prabhupada: A bona fide
spiritual master is one who carries
out the order of higher authorities.
We are carrying out the order of
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, or Krsna.
Krsna taught Bhagavad-gita, and He
stated. “Anyone who preaches the
confidential message of Bhagavad-
gita is very dear to Me.”

Guest (1): We believe in an incorpo-
real God, nirakara.

Srila Prabhupada: Who says “incor-
poreal”™? Who says?

Guest (1): You find it all over India.
that incorporeal form, jyotir-linga.
Srila Prabhupada: You are bringing
something else besides Bhagavad-
gita. Just try to understand. In this
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, we are preaching
Bhagavad-gita. Jyotir-linga—these
theories may be in other literature,
but we are particularly interested in
preaching Bhagavad-gita. And
because the Gita is being preached
wrongly all over the world with non-
sense commentary, we want to rectify
it. Therefore our society is especially
named “Krishna Consciousness.”
Guest (1): What is wrongly preached
about Gua?

Srila Prabhupada: Here is an exam-
ple: Yesterday I went to that Gita
Samiti. There is a lamp. Why is there
a lamp instead of Krsna? Krsna is a
lamp? Therefore I say it is being
wrongly preached. Why is there a
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lamp? Bhagavad-gita is spoken by
Krsna. So why is there no picture of
Krsna? That means you have not un-
derstood Krsna. Therefore your so-
called Gita Society is not bona fide.

Even in ordinary affairs, il there is
some political meeting, vou keep Gan-
dhi's photo, Nehru's photo, because
they are the political leaders. Gita Sa-
miti is preaching Bhagavad-gita, and
there is not a single picture of Krsna.
This is misguided.

Gita Bhavan hasinvited me because
we are teaching Bhagavad-gita. But
they celebrate Gita’s jayanti and the
speaker of Gita is not present? There-
fore I say there are so many places,
even here, which are wrongly repre-
senting Bhagavad-gita. So our position
is to rectify that wrong propaganda.
Guest (2): What is that wrong propa-
ganda?

Srila Prabhupada: There are many ex-
amples. In the ninth chapter of the
Bhagavad-gita, Lord Krsna says, man-
manda bhavamad-bhakio mad-yaji mari
namaskuru: “Engage your mind al-
ways in thinking of Me, become My
devotee, offer obeisances to Me, and
worship Me.” But one well-known com-
mentator says, “It is not the person
Krsna to whom you must surrender.”
Where does he get this nonsense idea?
Guest (1): No, [an influential imper-
sonalist] also has said that.

Srila Prabhupada: Therefore I say they
are all nonsense. They are all nonsense
who deviate from the original text of
the Bhagavad-gita.
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The guests challenged Srila Prabhu-
pada’s statement that his presentation
of Bhagavad-gita was correct while the
presentations of others were not. They
said he should see and treat others with
“equal vision.”

Guest (3): If each person has an indi-
vidual identity of soul above the body.
you must treat everyone as equal.

Srila Prabhupada: They are not equal.

There are three gunas, or modes of

material nature, and Bhagavad-giia
analyzes: “These persons are in sattva-
guna [goodness|. these persons are in
rajo-guna |passion], these persons are
in ftamo-guna [ignorance).”

Guest (3): Thatis not the personality of
the atma. The anma is everyone's soul.
You have the potency to rise and go
higher and higher.

Srila Prabhupada: You are not in the
atma stage; I am not in the arma stage.
You are in the bodily stage.

Still, if you see everyone equally,
why do you find fault in me? If you are
in the atma stage, you have no argu-
ment with me. Panditah sama-darsinah.
This is stated in the Bhagavad-giia:

vidva-vinaya-sampanne
brahmane gavi hastini

suni catva sva-pake ca
panditah sama-darsinah

[The humble sages. by virtue of true
knowledge, see with equal vision a
learned and gentle bralumana, a cow,
an elephant, a dog, and a dog-eater
(outcaste).]
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Guest (4): That is the correct position.
Srila Prabhupada: That is the correct
position,but if you find that “Swamijiis
not on the standard.” that means you
are notin the position—sama-darsinali,
equal vision.

Guest (4): But what if a person com-
mits a murder?

Srila Prabhupada: In the very high stage
of sama-darsinali, there is no distinc-
tion between sin and virtue. As soon as
vou see, “This is virtue and this is sin,”
it is not sama-darsinah. Here it is said
clearly. vidva-vinaya-sampanne brah-
mane. A brahmana is learned and
vinaya, “very humble”—these are signs
of goodness.Sunimeans“dog.” He sees
adogandalearned brahmanathe same.
Now. the dog is supposed to be sinful,
and the learned brahmana is supposed
to be virtuous. Therefore in his vision
the virtuous and the sinful are the same.
That is sama-darsi.

Guest (1): [ think they have made
many mistakes in writing the slokas
[verses].

Srila Prabhupada: Now you are finding
faultsin Vyasa. Who can talk with you?
Please excuse me. Please go out. You
are finding fault with Vyasa.

Guest (5): We only want you to be
understood here.

Srila Prabhupada [shouting]: 1 am not
sama-darsi. 1don't say L am sama-darsi.
You say you are sama-darsi.

Guest (2): You should be sama-darsi.
Srila Prabhupada: But I'm not in that
stage. I say that because you don’t sur-
render to Krsna, you are sinful. That is
my darsana [vision].

Guest (3): You should also be seeing as
sama-darsinal.

Srila Prabhupada: No.whyshall I? I am
notin that position. [ amsimply repeat-
ing the words of Krsna. That is my
point. [ may be sama-darsi, | may not
be sama-darsi. My position is simply to
repeat. That’s all.

In his books Srila Prabhupada ex-
plains that a person on the highest plat-
form does not make distinctions: he
sees everyone as being engaged in the
service of the Lord. But when one takes
the position ol guru, he must make
distinctions for the sake of instructing
and delivering others. Even the best
devotee has to act on that platform
when he teaches. Although he sees



everyone as servant of Krsna, he also
sees differences:

keha mane, keha na mane, saba tanra
dasa
Ve na mane, tara hayva sei pape nasa

“Some accept Him, whereas others do
not, yet everyone is His servant. One
who does not accept Him, however,
will be ruined by his sinful activities.”
(Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 6.85)

[ thought of Srila Prabhupada’s
strong criticism of people still in the
bodily concept of life who try to imi-
tate the highest devotee. the uttama-
adhikari. In his purport to Sri Isopani-
sad, Mantra6,Prabhupada writes: “The
witana-adhikari knows that there is
ao differcnce between a vastly learned
brahmana ind a dog in the street be-
cause both of them are part and parcel
of the Lord, although they are embod-
ied differently according to the quali-
ties of material nature....Such a
learned devotee i1s not misled by ma-
terial bodies but is attracted by the
spiritual spark within the respective
entities. Not considering the respective
actions of the brahmana and the dog,
the uttama-adhikari tries to do good to
both.

“Those who imitate an uftama-
adhikari by flaunting a sense ol one-
ness or fellowship but who behave on
the bodily platform are actually false
philanthropists.”

Srila Prabhupada’s argumentsin this
purportto Sii Isopanisad closely paral-
lel his discussion with the gentlemen in
Indore.

Because Srila Prabhupada had said

his positionis simply to repeat, another |

guest raised the ultimate question.

Guest (6): But everysuccessive teacher
has added some interpretations of the
knowledge, no?

Guest (5): You are the successor of
somebody.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Guest (3): Then what is your contribu-
tion? That is what we are asking. What
is your sama-darsi? Have you become
sama-darsi?

Guest (6): You are instructing others to
be sama-darsi, but are you sama-darsi’?

How Srila Prabhupada had to fight
for Krsna! Preaching really means

lighting. and Prabhupada was always
fighting for Krsna. He was a real spiri-
tual warrior.

Srila Prabhupada: My sama-darsi is,
Why should only Hindus know Krsna?
The whole world should know Krsna.
But if you, the Hindus, refuse to know,
what can I do?

Srila Prabhupada had answered

their challenge: By his practical work
he had made Krsna consciousness avail-
able to everyone, all over the world.
That was his equal vision. And that was
his contribution—to his predecessors
and to us. Prabhupada had presented
Krsna and Bhagavad-gita as it is. and
people all over the world were accept-
ing and becoming Krsna’s devotees.
Now if the guests wanted, they could
also follow and benefit. &

New from BACK TO GODHEAD!

CORRESPONDENCE
COURSES

Accredited Study of Srila Prabhupdada’s Books and Teachings

Now you can gain transcendental knowledge with a guided, in-depth
study of the writings and teachings of Lord Krsna’s pure devotee, at
your own pace and in your own home.

Each course includes a textbook, a lesson binder, and a per-
sonal review of your work by qualified brahmana teachers. You may

choose to conduct your studies via e-mail, regular post, or fax.
Upon successful completion of your study, you will receive a
Course Certificate and credit from the Florida Vedic College.

Iintroduction to Bhagavad-gita As It Is
15 lessons — $108*
Teachings of Lord Caitanya
12 lessons — $108*
Karma and Reincarnation
7 lessons — $89*
Journey of Self Discovery
3 lessons — $50*
Readings in Vedic Literature
3 lessons — $507%
To enroll send check or money order to: Back to Godhead Corre-
spondence Courses, P.O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA

For further information call
the BTG Editorial Offices at (904) 462-7794.

“In this world there is nothing so sublime
and pure as transcendental knowledge.”

“Please add 10% shipping costs for textbooks and course materials.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1998 « BACK TO GODHEAD



3

Srila Prabhupada Tape Ministry

c/o The Hare Krsna Catalog
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1 Addison Road, Walthamstow

London E17 9LS, United Kingdom

Phone: +44 (0171) 923-4198

E-mail: sri.thakur.mahasaya.ids@com.bbt.se

ISKCON Education

915 Dimmocks Mill Rd., Hillsborough, NC
27278, USA

Phone: (919) 644-2272; Fax: (919) 644-2092
(Classes by Urmila Devi Dasi)

Jayapataka Swami Tape Ministry
Hare Krishna Hill, 1 “R™ Block, Chord Road
Rajaji Nagar, Karnataka 560 010, India

Lokanath Swami Tape Ministry
RD 1, Box 319, Moundsville, WV 26041, USA

Nava Yogendra Swami Tape Ministry
¢/o Bhakta Prem

35 Poppy Place, Malabar

Port Elizabeth 6020, South Africa

KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS ON TAPE

Here are some sources for audio-cassetie recordings of classes on Krsna consciousness.
These are the ones we know of. There may be more, and we apologize if we've left any out.
Please call or write for catalogs.

* Prthu Dasa Adhikari Tape Ministry

* Tamal Krsna Goswami Tape Ministry

Phone: +27 (041) 472590
Fax: +27 (041) 475701

Prabhavisnu Swami Tape Ministry
P. O. Box 327, North Hobart 7002
Tasmania, Australia

c/o Madana Lasa Devi Dasi

426 E. 12th Ave., Eugene, OR 97401, USA
Phone: (541) 345-9053

E-mail: madana.lasa.pda@com.bbt.se

Radhadesh Tape Ministry (VIHE seminar tapes)
or * Prahladananda Swami Tape Ministry
Chateau de Petite Somme

6940 Septon-Durbuy, Belgium

Radhanatha Swami Tape Ministry
c/o ISKCON

7 K.M. Munshi Marg

Chowpatty. Mumbai 400 007, India

Ravindra Svariipa Dasa Tape Ministry
41 West Allens Lane, Philadelphia, PA 19119, USA
Fax: (215) 247-8702

Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami Tape Ministry
P. O. Box 73, Port Royal, PA 17082, USA

Sydney Tape Ministry
GPO 2329, Sydney 2001, Australia

Chateau de Petite Somme

6940 Septon-Durbuy, Belgium

E-mail: rati.manjari.tke@com.bbt.se
North American Branch:

1320 W. 34th St., Houston, TX 77018, USA
E-mail: tkgtm@usa.net

BOOKS ONTAPE

Dravida Dasa
1380 Garnet Avenue, Suite E-270
San Diego, CA 92109, USA

Krishna Productions

Amala Bhakta Dasa

P. O. Box 34241, Los Angeles. CA 90034, USA
Phone: (310) 838-4474

* New or revised
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THE PLIGHT
OF THE SINFUL

Rendered from Sanskrit into English,
with commentary,
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness

Lord Kapila, an incarnation of Lord Krsna, is teaching

His mother, Devahiiti, about Sankhya, the analytical study of

all existence. As the Srimad-Bhagavatam continues, Lord
Kapila describes the punishment after death for people who
have wasted their lives in sense gratification.

THIRD CANTO /CHAPTER 30

19 gt aql WAl R SoRe |
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vama-dittau tada praptau
bhimau sarabhaseksanau

sa drstva trasta-hrdayah
Sakrn-miitram vimuncati

vama-dittau—two messengers of Yamaraja: tada—at that
time; praptau—arrived: bhimau—rterrible; sa-rabhasa—Iull
of wrath: thksanau—their eyes; sah—he; drstva—seeing;
trasta—I{rightened; hrdayah—his heart:sakri—stool:matram
—urine; vimuicali—he passes.

At death, he sees the messengers of the lord of death come
before him, their eyes full of wrath, and in great fear he

passes stool and urine.

PURPORT: There are two kinds of transmigration of a living

entity after passing away from the present body. One kind of

transmigration is to go to the controller of sinful activities,

who is known as Yamaraja, and the other is to go to the
higher planets,up to Vaikuntha. Here Lord Kapila describes
how persons engaged in activities of sense gratification to
maintaina family are treated by the messengers of Yamaraja,
called Yamadutas. At the time of death the Yamadutas
become the custodians of those persons who have strongly
gratified their senses. They take charge of the dying man
and take him to the planet where Yamaraja resides. The
conditions there are described in the following verses.

20 TEAILE AT TRRTHA] NS IO |
TG AR gt T 94T IR

vatana-deha avriya
pasair baddhva gale balat
nayato dirgham adhvanam
dandyam raja-bhata vatha

vatana—for punishment; dehie—hisbody; avrtya—covering;
pasaih—with ropes; baddhva—>binding; gale—by the neck;
balat—by force; nayatah—they lead; dirgham—Ilong;
adhvanam—distance; dandyam—a criminal; raja-bhatah—
the king’s soldiers; yatha—as.

As a criminal is arrested for punishment by the constables of
the state, a person engaged in criminal sense gratification is
similarly arrested by the Yamadutas, who bind him by the
neck with strong rope and cover his subtle body so that he
may undergo severe punishment.
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PURPORT: Every living entity is covered by a subtle and
gross body. The subtle body is the covering of mind, ego, in-
telligence, and consciousness. It is said in the scriptures that
the constables of Yamaraja cover the subtle body of the
culprit and take him to the abode of Yamaraja to be pun-
ishedina way that heis able to tolerate. He does not die from
this punishment because if he died, then who would suffer
the punishment? It is not the business of the constables of
Yamaraja to put one to death. In fact,itis not possible to kill
a living entity because he is eternal; he simply has to suffer
the consequences of his activities of sense gratification.

The process of punishment is explained in the Caitanya-
caritamyia. Formerly the king’s men would take a criminal in
a boat in the middle of the river. They would dunk him by
grasping a bunch of his hair and thrusting him completely
underwater, and when he was almost suffocated, the king’s
constables would take him out of the water and allow him to
breathe for some time, and then they would again dunk him
in the water to suffocate. This sort of punishment is inflicted
upon the forgotten soul by Yamaraja, as will be described in
the lollowing verses,

21 FRfARERETER AT l
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tayvor nirbhinna-hrdayas
tarjanair jata-vepathuh

pathi svabhir bhaksyamana
arto "gham svam anusmaran

tayoh—of the Yamadutas; nirbhinna—broken: hrdayah—
his heart; tarjanaih—by the threatening: jaia—arisen;
vepathuh—trembling; pathi—on the road;svabhih—by dogs;
bhaksyamanah—Dbeing bitten; artah—distressed: agham—
sins: svam—nhis; anusmaran—remembering.

While carried by the constables of Yamaraja, he is over-
whelmed and trembles in their hands. While passing on the
road he is bitten by dogs, and he can remember the sinful
activities of his life. He is thus terribly distressed.

PURPORT: It appears from this verse that while passing
from this planet to the planet of Yamaraja, the culprit
arrested by Yamaraja’s constables meets many dogs, which
bark and bite just to remind him of his criminal activities of
sense gratification. It is said in Bhagavad-gita that one
becomes almost blind and is bereft of all sense when he is
infuriated by the desire for sense gratification. He forgets
everything. Kamais tais tair hrta jiianah. One is berelt of all
intelligence when he is too attracted by sense gratification,
and he forgets that he has to suffer the consequences also.
Here the chance for recounting his activities of sense grati-
ficationis given by the dogs engaged by Yamaraja. While we
live in the gross body. such activities of sense gratification
are encouraged even by modern government regulations. In
cvery state all over the world, such activities are encouraged
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by the government in the form of birth control. Women are
supplied pills, and they are allowed to go to a clinical
laboratory to get assistance for abortions. This is going on as
a result of sense gratification. Actually sex life is meant for
begetting a good child, but because people have no control
over the senses and there is no institution to train them to
control the senses, the poor fellows fall victim to the criminal
offenses of sense gratification. and they are punished after
death as deseribed in these pages of Srimad-Bhagavatam.

22 FUETASHFEAATIA!
g 9 TR |

F=RU T3 FTAA 9 AT
goeqgesty  farmied 1R

ksut-trt-parito ‘rka-davanalanilaih
santapyamanah pathi tapta-valuke

krechrena prsthe kasaya ca taditas
calaty asakto "pi nirasramodake

ksut-trt—by hunger and thirst; paritah—aftflicted; arka—
sun; dava-anala—forest flires; anilaih—by winds: santa-
pyamanah—being scorched: pathi—on a road: tapia-
valuke—of hot sand: krechrena—npainfully: prsthe—on the
back: kasaya—with a whip:ca—and:taditah—Dbeaten: calati—
he moves; asaktah—unable: api—although: nirasrama-
udake—without shelter or water.

Under the scorching sun, the criminal has to pass through
roads of hot sand with forest fires on both sides. He is
whipped on the back by the constables because of his
inability to walk, and he is afflicted by hunger and thirst, but
unfortunately there is no drinking water, no shelter, and
no place for rest on the road.

23 @ T TSR givea: gAelaa: |
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latra tatra patan chranto
mdarcechitah punar utthitah
patha papiyasa nitas
larasa yama-sadanam

fafra tatra—here and there; patan—ftalling; Srantah—fa-
tigued;mitrechitah—unconscious: punah—again;utthitah—
risen: patha—by the road; papiyasa—very inauspicious;
nitafi—brought: tarasa—quickly: vama-sadanam—to the
presence of Yamaraja.

While passing on that road to the abode of Yamaraja, he
falls down in fatigue, and sometimes he becomes uncon-
scious, but he is forced to rise again. In this way he is very
quickly brought to the presence of Yamaraja.
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vojandandam sahasrani
navatirm nava cadhvanah

tribhir muhiirtair dvabhydn va i
nitah prapnoti vatanah

vojananam—ol yojanas; sahasrani—thousands; navatin—

ninety; nava—nine; ca—and; adhvanah—from a distance;

tribhih—three; muhirtaih—within moments: dvabhyéam—

two; va—or; nitah—brought; prapnoti—hereceives; yatandh
punishments.

Thus he has to pass ninety-nine thousand yojanas within
two or three moments, and then he is at once engaged in
the torturous punishment which he is destined to suffer.

PURPORT: One yojanais calculated to be ecight miles,and he
has to pass along a road which is thercfore as much as
792.000 miles. Such a long distance is passed over within a
few moments only. The subtle body is covered by the con-
stables so that the living entity can pass such a long distance
quickly and at the same time tolerate the suffering. This
covering, although material, is of such fine elements that
material scientists cannot discover what the coverings are
made ol. To pass 792,000 miles within a few moments seems
wonderful to the modern space travelers. They have so far
traveled at a speed of 18,000 miles per hour, but here we sce
that a criminal passes 792,000 miles within a few seconds
only, although the process is not spiritual but material.

25 qEIqA @R Fefrategwi i |
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adipanar sva-gatranar
vestavitvolmulkadibhih

arma-mamsadanar kvapi
sva-kritarit parato 'pi va

adipanam—setting on fire: sva-gatranam—of his own limbs:
vestayitva—having been surrounded; ulmuka-adibhih—by
picces of burning wood and so on: @ima-marnisa—of his own
flesh; adanam—cating: kva api—sometimes: sva-Kritam—
done by himsell: paratafi—Dby others; api—clse; va—or.

He is placed in the midst of burning pieces of wood, and his
limbs are set on fire. In some cases he is made to eat his own
flesh or have it eaten by others.

PURPORT: From this verse through the next three verses
the deseription of punishment will be narrated. The first
description is that the criminal has to cat his own flesh,
burning with fire, or allow others like himself who are
present there to eat. In the last great war, people in concen-

tration camps sometimes ate their own stool, so there is no
wonder that in the Yamasadana. the abode of Yamaraja,one
who had a very enjoyable life eating others” flesh has to eal
his own [lesh.
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jivatas cantrabhyuddharah
sva-grdhrair yama-sadane

sarpa-vrscika-damsadyair
dasadbhis catma-vaisasam

jivatah—alive; ca—and: antra—of his entrails; abhyud-
dharah——pulling out; sva-grdhraili—by dogs and vultures;
yama-sadane—in the abode ol Yamaraja; sarpa—Dby ser-
pents; vrscika—scorpions: darhsa—gnats; adyaii—and so
on: dasadbhih—Dbiting: ca—and; atma-vaisasam—Ltorment
ol himsell.

His entrails are pulled out by the hounds and vultures of
hell, even though he is still alive to see it, and he is sub-
jected to torment by serpents, scorpions, gnats, and other
creatures that bite him.

27 FAA TEITE IR fETeAy |
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krntanam cavayavaso
gajadibhyo bhidapanam

patanam giri-sringebhyo
rodhanarm cambu-gartayoh

krntanam—cutting ofl:ca—and:avayavasah—limb by limb:
gaja-adibhyah—by e¢lephants and so on: bhidapanam—
tearing; patanam—hurling down: giri—of hills: sriigebhyah
—from the tops; rodhanam-—enclosing: ca
gartavoh—in water or in a cave.

and: ambu-

Next his limbs are lopped off and torn asunder by elephants.
He is hurled down from hilltops, and he is also held captive
either in water or in a cave.

28 rEAHEETATHEn QEE | |
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vas tamisrandha-tamisra
rauravadyas ca yatanal

bhunkte naro va nari va
mithah sangena nirmitah

yah—which: tamisra—the name of a hell: andha-tamisriah—
the name of a hell: raurava—the name ol a hell; adyah—and
so on; ca—and; yatanah—punishments; bhunkte —under-
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goes; narah—man; va—or; nari—woman; va—or: mithah—
mutual; sasigena—Dby association: nirmitah—caused.

Men and women whose lives were built upon indulgence
in illicit sex life are put into many kinds of miserable
conditions in the hells known as Tamisra, Andha-tamisra
and Raurava.

PURPORT: Materialistic life is based on sex life. The exist-
ence of all the materialistic people. who are undergoing
severe tribulation in the struggle for existence. is based on
sex. Therefore, in the Vedic civilization sex life is allowed
only in a restricted way; it is for the married couple and only
for begetting children. But when sex life is indulged in for
sense gratificationillegally and illicitly, both the man and the

woman awaitsevere punishment in this world or after death. |

In this world also they are punished by virulent diseases like

syphilis and gonorrhea, and in the next life, as we see in this
passage of Srimad-Bhdagavatam, they are put into different
kinds of hellish conditions to suffer. In Bhagavad-gita, First
Chapter, illicit sex life is also very much condemned. and it
issaid that one who produces children by illicit sex life is sent
to hell. It is confirmed here in the Bhagavatam that such
offenders are put into hellish conditions of life in Tamisra,
Andha-tamisra, and Raurava.

29 g AH: @ g Wa g9 |
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atraiva narakal svarga
iti matah pracaksate
ya yatana vai narakyas
ta thapy upalaksitah

atra—in this world; eva—even; narakah—hell; svargah—

heaven; iti—thus; matah—O mother; pracaksate—they say:

vah—which; vatanah—punishments; vai—certainly; nara-

kyah—hellish; tah—they: iha—here; api—also: upalaksitah
visible.

Lord Kapila continued: My dear mother,itis sometimes said
that we experience hell or heaven on this planet, for hellish
punishments are sometimes visible on this planet also.

PURPORT: Sometimes unbelievers do notaccept these state-
ments of scripture regarding hell. They disregard such au-
thorized descriptions. Lord Kapila therefore confirms them
bysaying that these hellish conditions are also visible on this
planet. It is not that they are only on the planet where
Yamardaja lives. On the planet of Yamaraja, the sinful man is
given the chance to practice living in the hellish conditions
which he will have to endure in the next life, and then he is
given a chance to take birth on another planet to continue
his hellish life. For example, if a man is to be punished to
remain in hell and eat stool and urine. then first of all he
practices such habits on the planet of Yamaraja,and then he
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is given a particular type of body. that of a hog,so that he can
eat stool and think that he is enjoying life. It is stated
previously thatin any hellish condition, the conditioned soul
thinks he is happy. Otherwise, it would not be possible for
him to suffer hellish life.
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evam kutumbarin bibhrana
udaram bhara eva va

visrjyehobhavarm pretya
bhunkte tat-phalam idrsam

evam—in this way; kutumbam—I{amily: bibhranah—he who
maintained; udaram—stomach; bharah—he who main-
tained: eva—only; va—or; visyjya—alter giving up; itha—
here; ubhayam—both of them; pretya—after death;
bhunkte—he undergoes; tat—of that; phalam—result;
idrsam—such.

After leaving this body, the man who maintained himself
and his family members by sinful activities suffers a hellish
life, and his relatives suffer also.

PURPORT: The mistake of modern civilization is that man
does not believe in the next life. But whether he believes or
not.the next life is there,and one has to sufferif one does not
lead aresponsible life in terms of the injunctions ol authori-
tative scriptures like the Vedas and Puranas. Species lower
than human beings are not responsible for their actions
because they are made to act in a certain way. but in the
developed life of human consciousness, if one is not respon-
sible for his activities. then he is sure to get a hellish life. as
described herein.
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ekah prapadyate dhvantam
hitvedarn sva-kalevaram

kusaletara-patheyo
bhita-drohena yad bhriam

ekah—alone; prapadyate—he enters; dhvantam—darkness;
hitva—after quitting; idam—this; sva—his: kalevaram—
body: kusala-itara—sin: patheyah—his passage money;
bhiita—to other living entities; drohiena—Dby injury; yai—
which body; bhrtam—was maintained.

He goes alone to the darkest regions of hell after quitting
the present body, and the money he acquired by envying
other living entities is the passage money with which he
leaves this world.

(continued in the next issue)



Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out

President

Here we conclude an exchange between His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and some of his
disciples, which took place in Fiji on May I, 1976.

Disciple: Well, Srila Prabhupada, that’s society’s problem.
We do vaguely sense, I have a soul—but we don’t know, L am
a soul. Nearly everything we hear from our cultural and
political leaders makes us think, “I’'m really just this ma-
terial body, these cravings.” And with our thoughts so de-
graded, naturally our actions become degraded. But even

with all the crime and chaos, these leaders keep pushing |

their darkness on us as if it were enlightenment.

Srila Prabhupada: That is modern society’s defect. There-
fore, our Krsna consciousness movement is so essential.
People are being misled into accepting ignorance as
knowledge.

Take, for example, Darwin’s theory: Somehow matter,
which is dull and dead, has produced us. who are conscious
and living. This is simply speculation based on ignorance.
And yet people are accepting it as knowledge.

Or take Freud’s sex philosophy: Humanity’s problems
will end when people learn how to enjoy sex. Even the hogs
and dogs know how to enjoy sex. These ideas are the busi-
ness of the hogs and dogs, and yet pcople are accepting
them as high philosophy. Based on sex, Freud wrote his
so-called philosophy.

Is all this really science and philosophy?
Find this verse in Bhagavad-gita, thirteenth
chapter; one of the phrases is taftva-
jnanartha-darsanam.

Disciple: Here it is, Srila Prabhupada.
Adhyatma-jiana-nityatvam tattva-
jaanartha-darsanam/ etaj jianam it
proktam ajianam yad ato "nyatha. The
Lord says, “Accepting the importance
of self-realization, philosophical search
for the Absolute Truth—this I declare
to be knowledge. And besides this,
whateverthere may beisignorance.”

And then in your Purport you go
on Lo say, “One should try his best
todistribute real knowledge to the
people, so that they may become
enlightened and leave this mate-
rial entanglement. . . . There are
many research scholars and phi-
losophers who study sex life or
some other subject, but according
to Bhagavad-gita,such research work
and philosophical speculation have no
value. . . . One should make research, by
philosophical discretion, into the nature of
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the soul. One should make research to understand the
SelIies
“As far as self-realization is concerned, it is clearly stated
here that bhakti-yoga is especially practical. . . . One must
consider the relationship between the Supersoul and the
individual soul. The individual soul and the Supersoul can-
not be one. . . .One should be humble and know that he is
subordinate to the Supreme Lord. Due to rebellion against
the Supreme Lord, one becomes subordinate to material
nature. One must know and be convinced of this truth.”
Srila Prabhupada: Therefore, these rascal leaders are in
ajiana, or ignorance—dealing with sex, generally dealing
with this material body as the basis for
their science and their philosophy.
Dealing with the body and deal-
ing with sex are the business of
the animals, and yet these ras-
cals are passing as big scientists
and philosophers. This is the
situation, the whole world
over. So how important this
Krsna consciousness move-
ment is, Just imagine.
Disciple: All over the world, it’s
(please turn to page 47)
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Swept Away
By the Sweeps
by Amala Bhakta Dasa

ENTERING SWEEPSTAKES is a symp-
tom of the gambling mentality—the
desire to become extremely wealthy
by risking a little money, and always
against astronomical odds. People
whoregularly take part in sweepstakes
sometimes become obsessed with them.
This is especially true of the elderly,
and many businesses purchase “sucker™
mailing lists to capitalize on this weak-
ness of seniors.

In the United States many aged per-
sons enter twenty-five to fifty contests
a week, some requiring five dollars or
more in entry fees to collect the big-
money prizes that seem guaranteed.
Or they subscribe to numerous maga-
zines (which they never read), think-
ing that will enhance their chances of
winning. Some seniors spend as much
as $2,000 a month on sweepstakes and
scams, often tricked into believing
they're winners.

For example, 88-year-old Richard
Lusk of Victorville, California, flew to
Tampa, Florida, last January, certain
he had won $11 million dollars in the
American Family Publishers Sweep-
stakes. He paid $1,700 for an airline
ticket so that he could hand-deliver
his “winning” entry to the return ad-
dress on the letter that stated: “RICH-
ARD LUSK.FINAL RESULTS ARE IN
AND THEY'RE OFFICIAL: YOU'RE
OURNEWESTS$II MILLIONWINNER.”
Unfortunately, Lusk failed to notice
the small print that said he was a
winner only il he had the winning
number.
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According to Tampa airport offi-
cials, twenty people, most of them sen-
iors, have flown there in recent years
to collect their so-called fortunes.
Most of them had never read the small
print that declared the odds against
winning the big prize to be 200 million
to one.

Why are the elderly so vulnerable?

When we're old, our decaying and
decrepit body tells us we're approach-
ing death. Everything we worked and
lived for—everything that gave mean-
ing and purpose to our life—will soon
be lost. Because we have identified
ourselves with our temporary, materi-
al body, we are about to be reduced to
a big zero. This is [rightening, if not
overwhelming. Yetin our distorted un-
derstanding, money has become syn-
onymous with life, and much money
with much life. So winning millions at
a sweepstakes would be like winning
back our disintegrating life. We could
once again become secure. popular.im-
portant,admirable,lovable.enviable—
and enjoy the illusion of feeling like a
lord.

But when we know and experience
ourselves as the soul—which is by na-
ture eternal and blissful—and when we
develop our relationship with the Su-
preme Lord, Krsna,inloving devotion-
al service, we don’t need the prospect
of winning a sweepstakes (or any con-
test, for that matter) to make us feel
alive. In pure Krsna consciousness,
oureverymoment, even when our body
is languishing, will be filled with the
true thrill of life, as we perceive the
Lord’s loving presence in His books,
His devotees, and in our own hearts.
When we have that consciousness,
we have everything, for it satisfies us
completely.
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Y2K: Why to Care, or
Millennium Nightmare?

by Kesthanta Dasa

IN THE MID-SEVENTIES, when | was
| in high school. | thought my Mom’s
self-correcting IBM Selectric type-
writer was the ultimate tool for my
writing projects. Today I wouldn’t
think of using anything but a Pentium
computer towrite thisarticle. Of course,
now that [ depend on word processors,
the word comes out that they may all
be crashing on January 1, 2000—along
with the power, transportation. food
supplies, and utilities we modern-day
humans have come to expect.

Everyone agrees that the Year 2000
computerbug—knownas“Y2K"—isa
problem. The debate rages over how
big a problem it will be. When the vear
2000rolls around, some computers and
computer chips, restricted by short-
sighted, space-saving planners to only
two digits to designate the year, will
compute that it is now 1900. This will
cause a series of miscalculations that
some say will freeze bank accounts,
stop planes and traffic lights, and si-
lence phones. Others say the problem
is restricted to very old computers.
Repairs are underway, they say, and
experts will foil Y2K before it surfaces.

As there are two mundane sides to
the Y2K debate, there are two Krsna
conscious positions Lo consider as well.
First,as renounced yogis, why do devo-
tees of Krsna use computers, electri-
city, and airplanes in the first place?
It’s because of the principle of yukta-
vairagya—practical renunciation—that
Srila Prabhupada borrowed from the
previous dearyas and used with won-




BSERVER

derful success to bring Krsna conscious-
ness west. You can use nearly anything
for Krsna if you intend to please Him.
Forspreading Krsna consciousness, the
modern Hare Krsna movement uses
all sorts ol amenitics and services that
Y2K could knock out. The mission
would be disturbed.

On the other hand, since Prabhu-
pada warned against over dependence
on artificial necessities, the Y2K prob-
lem could be a blessing in disguise. If
indeed the amenities of modern life
were unavailable, you and I would be
forced to learn to live off the earth. We
would either starve or learn to live by
using oxen to plow, planting grains
and vegetables, and milking cows. We
would spin cotton or wool thread for
our clothes, find medicinal herbs, and
eitherstay at home or travel only short
distances by animal power.

Imagine—a mere computer glitch
forcing us to turn our attention to gar-
dening, storing and preserving food.
and finding alternative sources of wa-
ter, clothes, shelter, and other necessi-
ties. How the mighty have fallen!

In fact, whether cyber-originated
or not, calamities always trouble us in
this life. Even if you're born in a com-
fortable situation, birth is painful, ado-
lescence awkward, old age distressing,
and death unavoidable. Overand above
problems arising from our own bodies,
we also suffer from natural disturban-
ces and the actions of athers. You could
say that Y2K is a misery imposed on
us all by the developers ol computer
technology.

Whether it’s catastrophic or micro-
scopic, a wake-up call or a wash, one
thing is for sure: Y2K is yet another
good reason to chant Hare Krsna.
Why?

the Issues of the Day

In the Bhagavad-gita, Lord Krsna
says Lo tolerate all kinds of adversity.
Without a higher, spiritual taste with-
in, how can anyone tolerate external
misery? As Lord Caitanya taught,
chanting the Lord’s names awakens
our natural, higher taste. So we can
store food, but we must know that
chanting and spiritual awakening are
always a good precaution—for Y2K or
anything else life in the material world
may throw our way.

Growing Old
Without Viagr:

by Ravi Gupta

WEWERE DEPRESSED.and they gave
us Prozac. We began losing our hair,
and they gave us Rogaine. Now we lose
our vigor, and they give us Viagra. Lile
is a great chemical pill.

Viagra's all over the place—news-
paper headlines.the evening news, doc-
tors’ offices, medicine cabinets.

A quote [rom a story in the Idaho
Statesman proclaimed. “Doctors na-
tionally have written 120,000 pre-
scriptions for Viagra the first week of
its release, [and it] is being touted as
the most revolutionary medicine to
hit the market since the birth control
pill.”

Revolutionary for what? Now ev-
ery man can take the pill to renew his
virility. Fifty-, sixty-, seventy-. cighty-
year-old men become youngonce again.

But the Vedic scriptures give us a
different perspective. Life is not meant
just for revitalizing the body. There is a
time for everything, and the Vedas lay
this out very clearly.

Srimad-Bhagavatam, the ripened
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“People are electing a big animal
as their president. And then, when the big animal
begins to devour them, they protest.”

SPEAKS OUT

(continued from page 43)

obvious people haven’t a clue about
the goal of knowledge. They don’tknow
what information they should really be
seeking.

Srila Prabhupada: They do not know.
And therefore they are animals. What
will dogs understand? When there is a
lady dog, a dozen male dogs will come
and smell the best portion ol the body.
[Laughter.] This is the dogs’ philoso-
phy. So Freud did that—focusing on
the best portion of the body, he wrote
his philosophy.

Disciple: Books and books.

Srila Prabhupada: Just see. This is
Freud’s position.What a low taste. Dogs’
and pigs’ business—and he wrote phi-
losophy about it. Still, his books are
selling like anything.

Disciple: In the Purportwe’ve just read,
Srila Prabhupada, you seem to say that
when someone finally understands
that he’s not this body but a spirit soul,
then at once he can also understand
that there must be a Supersoul, sustain-
ing him and deserving his devotional
service.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. That I have al-
ready told you. Therefore, it is essential
to understand, first, that you are not
this material body.

Disciple: So., Prabhupada, let’s say
someone is totally in material con-
sciousness, thinking he’s just this body.
Then he can’t possibly understand the
Supersoul? He can’t understand God?
This suggests we've got to hear the
analogies Krsna gives us in the Gita for
seeing the difference between the soul
and the body. For instance, the wearer
and the garment, the tiller and the ficld,
the operator and the machine.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.
Disciple: All right. Soif were still think-
ing we're these bodies, then we can’t
understand God. Then, Prabhupada,

what to make of all these religious
organizations that have no clear under-
standing of the soul? Most religious
groups today are,in a roundabout way,
promoting the idea that*I am this body.”
Srila Prabhupada: Therefore, they're
not practicing religion. They're cheat-
ing. Their activity is not religion. It is
cheating.

Disciple: So they're simply speaking
empty words? God this and God that?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Actually, today
there is no religion. In the name of
religion, some farce is going on.
Disciple: That’s a fact. As you've not-
ed in the past, it’s the Devil citing
seripture.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. These suppos-
edly lofty, supposedly religious per-
sons are cating the slaughtered flesh
of God’s other creatures. What to
speak of religion—these people have
no human sense, even. They haven't
even the sense to understand, “1 am
cutting the throats of these poor ani-
mals placed under my protection. If
somebody were to cut my throat, what
excruciating pain [ would feel. Yet ['m

| doing this same thing to these crea-

tures, and then I'm claiming to be very
religious, a lover of God? How can |
even call myself a human being? I do
not even have human compassion.”
Today cats and dogs are passing as
scientists, philosophers, and religion-
ists. The followers of Darwin and
Freud—they’re the leaders of society.
But theyre animals only. Catsand dogs.
So how you can expect to receive any
benefit from them?
Sva-vid-varahostra-kharaih sari-
stutah purusah pasuh: The leaders are
cats and dogs and pigs; still, they are
very much worshiped. By whom? Sva-
vid-varahostra-kharaih: By lesser dogs
and pigs, as well as camels and asses.
Suppose some pig is being praised by a
band of lesser pigs, dogs, camels, and
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asses. Naturally. they will praise him by
saying things like, “*Oh, sir, you are the
king.” Does that mean he’s really a
king? He’s an animal.

So this is going on. People are elect-
ing a big animal as their president. And
then, when the big animal begins to
devour them, they protest. “Oh! Now
he’s not a proper president! Get him
down! Get him down!”

But why did you choose him in the
lirst place?

“Because we are pigs; we have no
other knowledge. Now we have to find
another big pig and appoint him as our
president.”

Everything is explained in the
Vedic literature. If you can present all
this information properly, it will act
very strongly. The voters are sva-vid-
varahostra-kharath—pigs, dogs, cam-
els, and asses. And the president is
another animal, simply bigger. That’s
all. Modern society is simply a polished
version of the animal kingdom. A big
pig becomes the King of some lesser
pigs, dogs, camels, and asses. So what
sort of exalted transactions can you
expect in such a society?

This is these people’s real picture.
One who is an actual human being—
he’s seeing how the animals are en-
joying by voting and electing their
president; “We are engaged in a very
great business. We are electing our
president.” [Chuckling.] This is going
on.

Some day, when you warn these ras-
cal pigs and dogs that their president
will surely devour them, they will un-
derstand what kind of president they
have elected.

But for now, this devouring by the
big pig is happening even in the most
advanced country,the U.S.A.And what
tospeak of other, less advanced animal
kingdoms. So take these books and
preach. @
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BEST
FRIENDS

In the broken remnants of a
beautiful relationship, a young woman discovers
the real meaning of friendship.

by Dvarakadhisa Devi Dasi

ONI LIVED IN THE HOUSE across the street. She had
long blonde hair and could roller-skate better than any-
one in the neighborhood. We spent our childhood to-
gether, clattering down the pavement on our steel roller-
skates, dragging our dolls and their trappings from one house
to the next,racing her four turtles on the back patio. We played
long, involved games of make-believe that could continue for
weeks. In summer Joni and I luxuriated for endless hours in
backyard wading pools. In winter we tramped through the
woods surrounding our neighborhood, careful to avoid the
haunted house. We constantly plotted to escape our little sis-
ters, and loyally stuck together when the big girls picked on us.
In high school Joni got a bright-orange Mustang convert-
ible. Her blonde hair came from a bottle by this time, but no

Left: Krsna and His friends play in the spiritual world,
where friendship lasts forever.
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In our state of forgetfulness, we are blind to
Krsna’s loving presence, and the idea that Krsna
is our best friend seems a lonely conclusion.

one knew except me. We shared clothes,
double-dated, and got part-time jobs
scooping ice cream together. No one
in the world knew me better than Joni
did. Our friendship seemed so deep-
ly ingrained in the pattern of my life
that it never occurred to me it might
someday end.

Butitended quickly when we gradu-
ated from high school. She got married,
[ went to college, and the comfortable
rhythm of our [friendship broke. The
backdrop of shared experience disap-
peared, leaving us struggling to think
of polite things to say to each other.
When [ saw her a few years ago. [ didn’t
even recognize her.

And yet, when I hear the phrase
“best friend” I can’t help but think of
Joni. I think of the time she refused to
go to a party | was not invited to. |
remember the way I sobbed when her
boylriend dumped her. I remember all
the bowls of popcorn we shared in her
basement, fueling serious conversations
that sorted through the complex issues
of our lives. No experience was com-
plete until we discussed it thoroughly,
no emotion too burdensome to be
shared. The memory of the friendship
and the comfort it brought has long
outlived the friendship itself.

FOND REMEMBERING

This is a common experience, this
fond remembering of a lost friendship.
Friendships fuse under many circum-
stances, but circumstances are predict-
ably unpredictable. We lose our friends
when they move away, or when our
interests drag us apart, or when misun-
derstanding or betrayal blocks our heart
connection. And there is the ultimate
separation of death. But the comfort of
friendship is so deep and so restoring
we continually seek the intimacy we
have repeatedly found and lost.

Srila Prabhupada compares friend-

ship in this world to a drop of waterin | times when each breath was choked

the desert. Friendship is something we
crave, yearn for,search after. It’s there,
but in such a tiny quantity that our
thirst for it cannot be satisfied.

“The idea of society, [riendship,and
loveisnotatall false,” Srila Prabhupada
explains, “but the place where we search
foritis false.”

Yes, there is someone who can un-
derstand your deepest emotions, who
cares about you through thick and
thin, who sees your intrinsic beauty
even in your darkest times, and who
will never, ever leave you. That person
is Krsna.

This may seem a disappointment to
those of us who have forgotten how
dear we are to God. In our state of
forgetfulness, we are blind to Krsna’s
loving presence.and the idea that Krsna
is our best friend seems a lonely con-
clusion. When jocular companionship
portrayed in beer commercials shapes
our conception of friendship, under-
standing how [riendship applies to the
creator ol the universe is difficult. But
when we understand that Lord Krsna
is scated within our hearts, lifetime
after lifetime, we get a better sense of
true friendship. He is there whether
we're embodied as kings or as dogs.
Never giving up, never leaving us in
disgust, He waits patiently for us to
become frustrated with our search for
pleasure in a world of falsity. He toler-
ates our blasphemy and our stubborn
refusal to acknowledge His omnipres-
ence. He forgives every atrocity. His
love is unconditional. Who wouldn’t
want a friendship like that?

GLIMPSES OF
KRSNA’S FRIENDSHIP

I have known some wonderful mo-
ments when I could catch a glimpse of
Krsna’s eternal friendship. Some of
those moments were deeply personal,
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with pain and yet somehow I could feel
the presence and solace of my dear,
dear friend in my heart. Some of those
moments were twisted with a private
irony that could only be shared with
someone who has witnessed my every
thought. Sometimes [ have seen Krsna
take away the proverbial keys to the
car when I have beenin no condition to
drive. And other times I have felt Him
pushing me past fears and regrets with
the supreme encouragement of a most
confident friend.

Understanding that Krsnais our best
friend doesn’t mean we no longer feel
any friendship for other living beings.
Rather, that understanding intensifies
our connection with everyone, because
we know that our wonderful friend
loves everyone deeply. No one was
more loving and compassionate than
Srila Prabhupada, the perfect example
of a fully realized soul. People who
cared nothing for God were attracted
to Srila Prabhupada because he ex-
uded genuine warmth and concern to-
ward them. These are the natural
qualities of a pure devotee.

So when we hear from the Vedic
literature that there is no love in this
world. that’s not a cause for lamenta-
tion but an affirmation of what we al-
ready know in our hearts. Love and
friendship simply cannot endure with-
out the empowering central force of
love for the Supreme Lord. In the same
way that sunlight dwarfs the illuminat-
ing power of a tiny candle, our true
loving relationship with God dwarfs
our very best memories of material
friendship. As Srila Prabhupada prom-
ises, “If we make our friendship with
Krsna, it will never break.” €3

Dvarakadhisa Devi Dasi is a frequent
contributor to Back to Godhead. She
and her family are part of the Hare
Krsna community in Alachua, Florida.
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The Hare Krsna Calendar

This calendar is calculated for
Sridham Mavapur, West Bengal,
India. Dates may vary by one day
for other locations. Consult your
local Hare Krsna temple for the
exact dates for your area.

Month of Damodara
(October 6-November 4)
NOVEMBER

4 — Sri Krsna Rasa-yatra. Last day of
Dameodara-vrata and Caturmasya.

Month of Kesava
(November 5-December 3)

14 — Utpanna Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

30 — Moksada Ekédasi. Fasting from |

grains and beans. Also, the anniver-
sary of the day on which Lord Krsna
spoke the Bhagavad-gita.

Month of Narayana
(December 4-January 2)
DECEMBER

7 — Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvatt

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati

Thakura, the spiritual master of Srila
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada. Also, disappearance anniver-
sary of Sripada Gour Govinda Swami,
a disciple of Srila Prabhupada’s and
an ISKCON spiritual master.

14 — Saphala Ekadast. Fasting from
grains and beans.

19 — Appearance anniversary of
Srila Locana Dasa Thakura. a great
devotee of Krsna known for his

Bengali devotional songs.

22 — Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Jiva Gosvami, one of the six
Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

29 — Putrada Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

Month of Madhava

(January 3-31)

JANUARY

6 — Appearance anniversary of Srila
Gopala Bhatta Gosvami, one of the
six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

7 — Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Jayadeva Gosvami, a great
spiritual master and author of Gira-
govinda.

8 — Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Locana Dasa Thakura, a great
spiritual master whose Bengali devo-
tional songs perpetuate the simple
Krsna conscious method of self-
realization.

13 — Sat-tila Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

22 — Appearance anniversary of
Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami, one
of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.
Disappearance anniversary of Srila
Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, a
Vaisnava spiritual master and author
who appeared in the seventeenth
century. Appearance anniversary of
Srimati Visnupriya Devi. the consort
of Lord Caitanya.

1

24 — Appearance anniversary of Sri
Advaita Acarya, an incarnation of
Lord Krsna’'s expansion Maha-Visnu
and a close associate of Lord
Caitanya. Fasting till noon.

Sri Advaita Acdrya

26 — Disappearance anniversary of
Sripada Madhvacarya, a Vaisnava
philosopher and spiritual master who
appeared in the thirteenth century.

27 — Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Ramanujacarya, an eleventh-
century philosopher and spiritual
master.

28 — Bhaimi Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans. Appearance
anniversary of Lord Varaha, Lord
Krsna's boar incarnation. Fasting till
noon. feasting tomorrow.

29 — Appearance anniversary of
Lord Nityananda Prabhu, a close
associate of Lord Caitanya Maha-
prabhu and an incarnation of Lord
Krsna's elder brother, Lord Bala-
rama. Fasting till noon yesterday,
feasting today.

31 — Appearance anniversary of
Srila Narottama Disa Thakura, a
spiritual master in the disciplic line
from Lord Caitanya who composed
many devotional songs in Bengali.
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Expressions of Gratitude, January/February, page 14. Japa as Meditation, March/April, page 11.
Solace for All, March/April, page 13. Following the Voice of Inspiration, May/June, page 10.
Candidates for Mercy, May/June page, 14. Ultimate Freedom, July/August, page 10.
Changing Minds and Hearts, July/August, page 14. What Is Real?, September/October page 10.
Irresistable Attraction, September/October. page 14. The Power of Initiation, November/December,
Mercy in the Factories, November/December, page 14. page 11.

“India’s Heritage” “Lord Krsna’s Cuisine”—Yamuna Devi
Why We Worship a Plant, Ravi Gupta, January/ Rasgulla: Bengal’s Most Popular Sweet, January/

February, page 15. February, page 12.

A Blessed Departure, Ravi Gupta, March/April, The Burfi Family—Milk Fudges, March/April, page 12.
page 61. Syrup Sweets (Part 1)—Gulabjamun, May/June,
The Land of Gurus, Ravi Gupta, May/June, page 58. page 11.
Who Is Worshipable? Devamrta Dasa. July/August, Syrup Sweets (Part 2), July/August, page 11.
page 62. Kheer—Classic Milk Puddings, September/October,
India at Fifty-One, Tattva Vit, September/October, page 11.
page 62. Class Dismissed, November/December, page 12.
Don't Be Shy—Chant! Ravi Gupta, November/ “Schooling Krsna’s Children”
December, page 58. A Diet for Spiritual Health, Urmila Devi Das,
“The Land, the Cows, and Krsna”—Hare Krsna Dasi January/February, page 16.
Spiritual Holidays, Urmila Devi Dasi. March/April,

page 14.
Observing Secular Holidays, Urmila Devi Dasi,
May/June, page 13.

N 0 M 0 re Drug Free, Urmila Devi Dast, July/August, page 13.
Preparing Your Child for Gurukula, Nataka Candrika
Devi Dasi, September/October, page 13.

s
R e n ewa I N ﬂtl c e s I Meditation—While Watching Children? Urmila Devi
. = Dasi, November/December, page 13.

Now you can automatically renew

. Sy DEPARTMENTS
d n! : . :
YOuE Back to/Gedhedd SUESEHpRS “From the Editor"—Jayadvaita Swami
Receive each new BTG without ever worrying Russia: Back to Religious Oppression, January/
about a renewal notice. Just call our service center February, page 3.

Nothing that a Goat Won't Eat, March/April,
page 66.
Enlightened Introspection, May/June, page 66.
Praise for the Glory of India, July/August, page 606.
Have a Blast, O Tiger Among Men, September/
October, page 66.
Signing Off, November/December, page 62.
MAKE YOUR SPIRITUAL LIFE ooy -DragdaDasa
A LITTLE EASIER! The Sun of the Nr;;;we, January/February, page 23.
Awakened Intelligence, September/October, page 64.
Call 1-800-800-3284. “Project Profile”
Outside of the US call 336-871-3636. Children of Krishna, Inc., November/December, page 33.
“Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out”
“Jesus and Krsna Are Perfect—But You Follow
Darwin,” January/February, page 17.

and say you want to switch to automatic renewal.
Then each time your subscription comes up for
renewal, we will charge your credit card at the low-
est current annual subscription rate. As always, you
may cancel your BTG subscription at any time and
receive a full refund for undelivered issues.

(Sorry.This offer is not available for sponsored BTG subscriptions)
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“We are Offering, ‘Here Is God,”” March/April, Happiness Beyond the Senses, Srila Prabhupada,
page 19. November/December, page 7.
“So Easily Cheated and Befooled,” May/June, How I Came to Krsna Consciousness:
page 49. ; Becoming One of “Them,” Nataka Candrika
Dog Race in a Dangerous Place, July/August, page 47. Devi Dasi, January/February, page 37; Service to
“You Are Beyond This Body,” September/October, a Higher Mission, Radha Carana Dasa, July/
page 43. August, page 43.
President Big Pig, November/December, page 43. Knowledge, Doubtless , Srila Prabhupada, January/
“Srimad-Bhagavatam” February, page 6.
Seeing the Supersoul Everywhere, January/February, Krsna Consciousness Floods the Gateway of India,
page 53. Kalakantha Dasa, July/August, page 17.
Service by Friendship and Charity, March/April, Krsna, Escape to, Srila Prabhupada, May/June,
page 53. page 7.
Two Enjoyers, May/June, page 39. Mahabharata—Hridayananda Dasa Goswami
The Realm of Impermanence, July/August, page 37. Princess Subhadra’s Dowry, January/February,
False Love, September/October, page 37. page 28; Invincible Weapons for Krsna and
The Plight of the Sinful, November/December, Arjuna, March/April, page 30; The Astonishing
page 39. Royal Hall, May/June, page 28; The Obstacle to
“The Vedic Observer” the Royal Sacrifice, July/August, page 26;
Cure for the London Blues, Vilasini Devi Dasi, Jarasandha Challenged, September/October,
January/February, page 19. page 26; Bhima Fights Jarasandha, November/
Mourning Diana, Ranchor Dasa, January/February, December, page 26.
page 18. Medicine, The Right, Devamrta Swami, March/
Good Intentions, Mathuresa Dasa, March/April, April, page 51.
page 42. Near Death While Out Chanting, Locanananda
The Mighty Itching, Kalakantha Dasa, July/August, Dasa, March/April, page 16.
page 53. New Delhi: Spotlight on India’s True Glory,
Ted’s Big Gift, Panca Tattva Dasa. September/ Yudhisthira Dasa, September/October, page 16.
October, page 30. Pride, Give Up, Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja,
Titanic Disasters, Giriraja Swami. September/ January/February, page 20.
October, page 30. Rama-Rajya Automatically, Hridayananda Dasa
Growing Old Without Viagra, Ravi Gupta, Goswami, March/April, page 44.
November/December, page 44. The Religion for this Age, Prabhupadacarya Dasa,
Swept Away By the Sweeps, Amala Bhakta Dasa, March/April, page 20.
November/December, page 44. Service to God and Service to Man, Giriraja Swami,
Y2K: Why to Care, or Millennium Nightmare? January/February, page 35.
Kesthanta Dasa, November/December, page 45. Special Prerogative, Giriraja Swami, July/August,
page 41.
FEATURES Spiritual Body, Attaining a, Srila Prabhupada, July/
Atheism, The Strategy of, Mathuresa Dasa, May/June, August, page 7.
page 53. Spiritual Places:
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, The Mercy of, Kapoor, Puskara: The Place of Lord Brahma, Nagaraja
Dr. O.B.L., March/April. page 39. Dasa, January/February, page 41; Journey to the
Caitanya, Who Is Lord? Srila Prabhupada, March/ Land of the Gods, Jaya Vijaya Dasa, May/June,
April, page 7. page 17; Kurukshetra: The Land of Dharma,
Channeling: Extrasensory Deception? Suhotra Lokanatha Swami, November/December,
Swami, September/October, page 51. : page 16.
Encounters, Refreshing, Fleming, Brian, May/June, Srila Prabhupada’s Equal Vision, Giriraja Swami,
page 15. November/December, page 35.
Even God’s Killing Is Good, Srila Prabhupada, Union, A Sanctified, Dhyana-kunda Devi Dasi, July/
September/October, page 7. August, page 43.
Friends, Best, Dvarakadhisa Devi Dasi, November/ The Vedic Personality Index, Dhira Govinda Dasa,
December, page 35. | May/June, page 44.
Grandfather, A Letter from a , Caitanya Vallabha I
Dasa, July/August, page 45. MISCELLANEOUS
Groves, Protecting Vraja’s Sacred, Ranchor Dasa, Remembering Srila Prabhupada: Loving the Guru,
September/October, page 44. Srutakirti Dasa, January/February, page 10.
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Gatherings

The people listed here hold Krsna conscious gatherings regularly in their homes—or they'd like to start. You're invited.

Just give a call to find out when and where. If you hold Krsna conscious gatherings and you'd like to be added to the list,
please send your name, city, and phone number to Gatherings, BTG, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.

USA .
CALIFORNIA: To find out about programs in Anaheim Hills, Buena

Park, Corona, Cerritos, Di d Bar, Gr da Hills. Lag

Niguel, Long Beach, Redlands, Santa Ana, Simi Valley, and other

southern California locations, call Svayambhuva Dasa at (310) 839-

1572. Burlingame — Vaisesika Dasa & Nirakula Devi Dasi. (650)

344-2446; Grass Valley — Madana Mohana Dasa & Vrndavanesvarl

Devi Dasi. (916) 477-0551; Ojai — Mayesvara Dasa & Urvasi Devi

Dasi (William & Joan Roberts), (805) 640-0405; Placentia — Sri

Radha Raman Temple, (714) 996-7262; Redwood Valley —

Prasanna Yoga Asrama (Iksvaku Dasa). (707) 485-5592; San Jose/

Santa Cruz — Akriranatha Dasa & Jagarini Devi Dasi, (408) 353-

9099; Santa Rosa — Jagannatha Puri Dasa & Tripurari Devi Dasi.

Bus. phone: (707) 526-7211; South Central Los Angeles — Krsna

Bhavana Dasa, (213) 295-1517
COLORADO: Boulder — Madan Gopal Dasa & Pancha Tattva Dasi,

(303) 402-1740
FLORIDA: Clearwater — Brhat Sanu Dasa. (813) 725-7694; Cocoa

Beach — Bhagavata Dharma Dasa & Syama Devi Dasi, (407)

633-7664; Coral Springs — Institute for Gaudiya Vaishnavism,

(954) 345-3456; Orlando — Letty Richardson, (407) 366-8582;

Raghunatha Puri Dasa (Ron Jermakian), (407) 291-306Y:

St. Augustine — Bhakti-yoga Center, (904) 824-5328
GEORGIA: Athens — Guru-Gauranga Hare Krishna Center.

(706) 353-8180
HAWAIL: Waimanalo Bay — Above Heaven's Gate. (808) 259-5429
ILLINOIS: Dekalb — ISKCON Youth Ministry, Manu Dasa & Jaya

Ridhe Devi Dasi, (815) 754-4563
INDIANA: Indianapolis — Steve W. Bausch (§_\-‘a'nmlsuﬂda ra Dasa),

317) 357-9051
T0WA: lowa City — Dan & Sylvia Lindberg, (319) 339-7768
KANSAS: Lawrence — Ankotta Dasa & Gopimata Devi Dasi.

(913) 865-5080
KENTUCKY: Lexington — Mr. Mallella Prasad, (606) 323-22586;

Louisville — Krishna House, (502) 683-9352
MARYLAND: Silver Spring — Mr. & Mrs. Sankhla & Jahnavi Devi

Dasi, (301) 236-0564; * Anuttama Dasa & Rama Tulasi Dasi,

(301) 570-6422
MASSACHUSETTS: Quincy — Charran Mahadeo (Caitya Guru Dasa).

(781) 471-7911
MICHIGAN: Lansing — Palaka Dasa & family, (517) 484-7431
MINNESOTA: Minnetonka — Jimmy and Terry Devine.

(612) 933-5408; New Hope — Shashikant Bhojraj. (612) 537-6395
MISSISSIPPI: Cleveland — K. P. & Bhama Sridharan, (601) 846-4132
MONTANA: Bozeman — Laura Marino, (406) 586-1699
NEW HAMPSHIRE: Hudson — V. J. Varnasi, (603) 598-6939
NEW JERSEY: Denville — Dr. Shyamasundar Mahajan (Samika Rsi

Dasa). (973) 989-9233: Marlton — Bill Becker, (800) 957-1046;

Parsippany —Rahul Kunderan, (201) 428-8119: New Jersey Shore

— Greg & Kristen, (908) 458-6670
NEW MEXICO: *Albuquerque — Suresh Vyas. (505) 833-5453: Los

Alamos — Dr. Arvind Sharma, (505) 661-1939; Santa Fe —

Jambavati Devi Dasi. (505) 466-4345
NEVADA: Las Vegas — Gopal De, (702) 458-6973:; Dan Roberts,

(702) 452-3817
NEW YORK: Binghamton — Mayapur Sasi Dast, (607) 777-7049;

Buffalo — Ann Reed, (716) 884-9110; Corona (Queens) — Sivara-

dhya Dasa (Jayant V. Surti & family), (718) 639-6580; Rego Park —

Nikunja-Behari Dasa (Nikhil N. Trivedi & family), (718) 897-2267
NORTH CAROLINA: Belmont — Kantilal & Sushila Patel (Satyavrata

Dasa & Krsna Kumari Devi Dasi), (704) 825-3753; Sandy Ridge —

Adi Karta Dasa & Rucira Devi Dasi, (910) 593-9058
OHIO: Athens — contact: Krishna House, (614) 421-1661: Cincinnati —

Braja Kumari Dasi, (513) 742-3725; contact: Krishna House, (614)

421-1661; Cleveland — Krsnanandini Devi Dasi, (216) 681-2934 or

Kama-giri Devi Dasi, (216) 761-3954: Kent — Regular programs at
Kent State University, (contact Krishna House, [614] 421-1661): Jim
Kelley, (330) 297-5353; Wellston — Madhavi Devi Dasi, (740) 384-7102

PENNSYLVANIA: Erie — Lila Kumara Devi Dasi, (814) 676-1791;
Norristown — Radha Krishna Mahajan, M.D. (Kaivalya Dasa),
(215) 539-3221; Pittsburgh — Yogini Devi Dasi, (412) 494-9858;

TENNESSEE: Nashville — Nitai Gaurasundara Dasa (Dr. Ravi Singh),
(615) 896-3425

UTAH: Spanish Fork — KHON Radio, (801) 798-3559

VIRGINiA: Charlottesville — The Bhaktivedanta Center, Amitacara
Disa & Mayapriya Devi Dasi, (804) 823-8223

WASHINGTON: Pullman — Rathi & Ashika Sewsunker, (509) 333-6525

WEST VIRGINIA: Moundsville (New Yrindaban) — (304} 543-1600 or
843-1409/ Fax. (304) 843-9819/ E-mail: nityodita@juno.com;
Parkersburg — Pramod & Mala Mathur, (304) 295-8362

OTHER COUNTRIES
AUSTRALIA: Tasmania — David Gould, (03) 6228-2717 (Hobart);
Malcolm Walsh, (03) 6343-2477 (Launceston);
BELGIUM: Ghent — Centrum voor Bhakti-voga. (09) 238-3344
* BRAZIL: Curitiba — Gaura-Natarija Dasa, +55 (041) 263-4163
BRITISH ISLES (Jersey): St. Helier — Jean Nicolle, (01534) 610081
CANADA: Edmonton, Alberta — Omkara Dasa and Jadurani Devi Dasi
(Om & Jyoti Sharma), (403) 434-7343; London, Ontario — Radhika
Parbhoo. (519) 474-2153; Markham, Ontario — Prabhupida Dasa
(V. B. Sharma), (416) 294-9431: Salmon Arm, B.C. — Mukunda
Madhava Dasa & Yasoda Priva Devi Dasi, 6191 Trans-Canada Hwy.
NW. Salmon Arm, B.C. V1E 4M2 (no phone): Toronto — Ramiananda
Riya Dasa & Visakha Devi Dasi, (416) 297-6131
COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES: Programs are held
in more than 100 cities. Contact ISKCON Moscow.
DENMARK: Mols — Karmsahanta Dasa & Anuttara Devi Dasi,
(08) 635-6076
FRANCE: Paris — Centre Culturel Hare Krishna, (01) 40469523
GERMANY: Hamburg — Vedic Cultural Mission, (040) 655 23 72:
Weimar — Katharina Rauch, Am Jakobsfriedhof 1, [2-99423
GREECE: Greater Patras Area — Panagadi-tirtha Dasa, (06) 963-2930
HUNGARY: Liter — Torok Zoltan, Bajesy Zs. u. 56, Liter 8196
ITALY: Belforte del Chienti — Centro Culturale Govinda Bhavan,
Mahavakya Dasa & Divya Katha Devi Dasi, (0733) 951102:
Rome — Hare Krsna Forum, (06) 6832660

JAMAICA, W. INDIES: Kingston — Bhagavatananda Dasa, (809) 925-8332;

= Trelawny — ISKCON Farm, Troy P. O.

JAPAN: Odawara — Jayananda Dasa and Bhaktin Kana, (0465) 42-3749;
Osaka — Satsvariopa Dasa and Jalangi Devi Dasi. (06) 352-0729

* MALAYSIA: Pasir Gudang — Narasithha Dasa, +60 (07) 251-35822

* MEXICO: Tijuana — Centro Cultural Hare Krishna, (66) 83-7599

NEW ZEALAND: Hamilton — Raghava Caitanya Dasa, (07) 856-7608
Tauranga, Bay of Plenty — ISKCON Tauranga Community,
(07) 549 1807

POLAND: Augustow — Bhaktyatita Dasa, +48 (087) 644-6147; Bialystok
— Pracarananda Dasa, +48 (0601) 23-6470; Katowice —Yugala-Murti
Dasa, +48 (032) 255-8557; Kielee — Laksmana Dasa, +48 (041) 331-
7785; Lublin —Posana Dasa. +48 (081) 526-0685; Rzeszow —Vrnda-
vana Candra Dasa, +48 (017) 346 53; Szezecin — Dharmadrasta Dasa,
+48 (091) 34-5204; Walbrzych — Trisama Dasa, +48 (074) 231 85

SOUTH AFRICA: Programs are held in more than 50 locations. For infor-
mation contact one of the centers in South Africa listed on page 61.

SWEDEN: Vasteras — Jonas Andreasson, ((021) 88007

UNITED KINGDOM: Regular gatherings take place in more than twenty
cities. To find the one nearest you. or for help in starting one, contact
Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd.. Reader Services Dept., P.O. Box 324,
Borehamwood, Herts., WD INB, Phone: (0181) 905-1244

*New or revised listing.



GET ALL YOUR NECESSITIES
from the land,” Srila Prabhupada
ofien told devotees. Rural self-
sufficiency promotes simple living,
which helps reduce material desires

to make way for Krsna consciousness.

And rural living brings another
benefit: On a farm we can engage
many kinds of living entities in
Krsna's service.

Cows give their milk for Krsna.
Oxen plow the fields to offer Him
grains. The dogs scare away ground-
hogs who dig holes that can break an
ox’s leg. Cats catch mice and protect
the grain supply for Krsna’s cows.
All these creatures have their work
to do for Krsna. Graceful barn
swallows eat flies that bite the cows.
In the morning, song birds sing a
melodic symphony to greet the Dei-
ties. During the day. the honeybees
industriously gather honey to make
special treats for Lord Balarama.*
In the evening, tree frogs and crick-
ets serenade the Deities as They
rest.

In any devotee community you
visit, if you take note you might see
that even the (rees in the forest are
different. Somehow they seem to
know they're serving Krsna. They can
sense they're lucky. The flowers are
lucky: Big yellow marigolds make up
Krsna’s garland. Tiny white matri-
caria flowers decorate Srimati
Radharant’s hair. Fragrant pink rose
petals scent the Deities” morning

#In His incarnation as Lord Balarama.
Lord Krsna is said to be very fond of
honey.

The Land, the Cows, and Krsna

A Devotee in Pink

by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi

| bath. And what about the buzzing

I had an experience recently that

mosquito? How is she serving Krsna? | reminded me how lucky we are that

By her bite she reminds you, “There’s
always some kind of suffering in the
material world, no matter how nice

it seems. Better finish up your busi-
ness here and go all the way back
home, back to Godhead.”

Because Srila Prabhupada encour-
aged us to get as much of life’s neces-
sities from the land as possible, self-
sufficiency means a chance for
everyone to serve Krsna. The slower
pace of country life. combined with
chanting of Hare Krsna to purify the
heart, allows us to see our garden
and woodland neighbors as servants
of Krsna. When that happens, their
distinct personalities begin to emerge
for us. Krsna is the supreme person-
ality, and when we sce other living
entities in relation to Him. their per-
sonalities become more apparent.

We can see we're living in a place
where we're surrounded by devotees
of Krsna in all forms of life.

This is the world we long for. This
is the world that artists and anima-
tors vainly try to create in children’s
cartoons, which hold great attraction
because of our natural desire to live
in a place where everything is alive
and conscious. But cartoons pale next
to the real thing. because they lack
the life-giving connection to Krsna.
The more you see the different living
entities in terms of their service to
Krsna, the happier you become, be-
cause you see that you are always
surrounded by well-wishing friends
who can instantly remind you of
Krsna.

NOVEMBER/DE

Srila Prabhupada has given us rural

| communities to train us in this

awareness. | was riding on a bus
from Boston to Maine. As we came
into Maine [ was pleased to see the
long expanses of green pine forest.
My mind began to drift peacefully.
Then my eye caught a tiny glimpse
of bright pink as the bus sped down
the highway. Instantly my mind
flashed to the Radha-Damodara
Deities at Gita Nagari Farm in
Pennsylvania. That flash of pink was
a wild rose, the same kind of rose
we loved to put in the Deities’
morning bath at Gita Nagart. That
rose was saying to me, “You
remember me. 'm a servant of
Radha-Damodara. It’s nice that you
appreciate the scenery. But don’t
forget who created it, and don't for-
get who the ultimate enjoyer is. [t's
Krsna. In your appreciation of the
beauty of nature, remember Him.
Don’t forget.”

Thank you, dear rose. Thanks for
reminding me of Krsna. You are a
true friend.

Formerly the editor of Hare Krsna
Rural Life, Hare Krsna Devi Dasi is
currently compiling a five-volume
series of Srila Prabhupada’s teach-
ings on varnasrama and farm
community development. The first
volume, “Speaking about Varn-
asrama’ is due out this fall and will
be available through The Hare
Krsna Catalog.
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ON THE FIRST OF January this
year, at our ISKCON center in Boise,
Idaho, we held a “japathon”—an
eight-hour session of japa (chanting
the Hare Krsna mantra on beads). It
was a spiritually rejuvenating way to
begin the New Year, and many in our
mostly Indian congregation took part
wholeheartedly. Some chanters com-
pleted seventy-four rounds,* while
others did sixty-four, fifty, thirty-two,
sixteen, or just a few.

Chintu Mudumbi, a fifteen-year-
old who chanted seventy rounds, said
of his experience, “When you chant
like this, you realize that chanting
actually works. All doubts about the
reality of spiritual existence just go
away. You begin to wonder why any-
one would not take to the process.”

Many other participants had
similar thoughts. They felt the great
power and pleasure in the holy name
of Krsna.

[n India today japa is somewhat of

a lost practice. Among a great variety
of religious activities people perform,
japa is almost always absent. Reli-
gious speakers promote many ways
to express our devotion to God, but
rarely does one hear the glories of
the personal chanting of the holy
names. Japa chanters are mostly
devoted widows or renounced sadhus
living in places of pilgrimage.
Chanting on japa beads can be
embarrassing for some people. For
example, when I was visiting India

*Devotees chant on a string of 108 beads,
reciting one Hare Krsna mantra on each
bead. One set of 108 mantras is called a
round.

| my aunt remarked, “You don’t

realize—if I went outside the house
with japa beads in my hand, people
would laugh at me and think I'd left
the world to become a saint.”

Even Indians who perform other
spiritual practices find it difficult to
get themselves to chant japa.

“I can sing or listen to hours of
bhajanas [devotional songs].” said an
Indian guest at the temple. “I can
cook a feast for the Deities or read
scripture—but [ just cannot sit down
and do japa.”

Yet japa is an important part of
our heritage, and the Vedic scriptures
extol its virtues. Srila Haridasa Tha-
kura, an associate of Lord Caitanya,
chanted 300,000 holy names every
day. He is called namacarya, “the
teacher of the holy name.” Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu, who is Krsna
Himself, also chanted a fixed number
of rounds every day. King Kulase-
khara, one of the great South Indian
Alvars, writes in his Mukunda-mala-
stotra, jihve sri-krsna-mantram japa
japa satatam: * O tongue, please con-
stantly chant the mantra composed of
Sri Krsna’s names.” And in the
Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna says that
of all sacrifices He is japa.

While all types of devotional ser-
vice should ideally be done with full
concentration on Krsna, we often
derive secondary benefits from them,
even when we're distracted. For
example, we might listen to bhajanas
for the pleasing music, cook prasa-
dam to fulfill the fan.ily’s needs, or
read scripture out of intellectual
curiosity. But chanting japa without

| focusing the mind on the holy names
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Don’t Be Shy— Chant!

by Ravi Gupta

tends not to give secondary bene-
fits. So it is a test of our purity,
sincerity, and absorption in Krsna
consciousness.

We have to work toward pure
chanting, which will gradually bring
us to the stage of ecstatic love of God.
We have to carefully avoid offending
the holy name. In the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, Sukadeva Gosvami tells
Maharaja Pariksit, “If one’s heart
does not change, tears do not flow
from his eyes, his body does not
shiver, nor his hairs stand on end as
he chants the Hare Krsna maha-
mantra, it should be understood that
his heart is as hard as iron. This is due
to his offenses at the lotus feet of the
Lord’s holy name.”

Srila Prabhupada required his
disciples to chant at least sixteen
rounds of the Hare Krsna maha-
mantra every day. That would help
them progress in the pure chanting of
the holy names. Prabhupéda writes,
“This chanting of sixteen rounds is
absolutely necessary if one wants to
remember Krsna and not forget Him.

| Of all the regulative principles, the

spiritual master’s order to chant at
least sixteen rounds is most essential.”

So let us pick up our japa beads
and chant in earnest—Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare.

Ravi Gupta, age sixteen, lives at the
Hare Krsna center in Boise, Idaho,

| USA. The center is run by his parents.

Ravi, who was schooled at home, is a

fourth-year student at Boise State

University.
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INDIA

Agartala, Tripura — Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799 001

Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Satellite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Crossing, Ahmedabad 380 054/
Tel. (079) 674-9827 or -9945/ E-mail: jasomatinandan.achsp@com.bbt se

Allahabad, U. P. — Hare Krishna Dham, 161 Kashi Raj Nagar, Baluaghat 211 003/
Tel. (0532) 405294

Bamanhore, Gujarat — .H. 8A, Surendra-nagar District

Bangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 ‘R’ Block, Chord Rd., Rajaji Nagar 560 010/
Tel. (080) 332-1956/ Fax: (080) 332-4818/ E-mail: mpandit@giasby01.vsnl.netin

Baroda, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 021/ Tel. {0265) 326299/
Fax: (0265) 331012/ E-mail: baroda@com.bbt.se

Belgaum, Karnataka — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 590 006

Bharatpur, Rajasthan — c/o Jeevan Nirman Sansthan, 1 Gol Bagh Rd., 321 001/
Tel. (05644) 22044/ Fax: (05644) 25742

Bhubaneswar, Orissa — N.H. No. 5, IRC Village, 751 015/ Tel. (D674) 413475 ar
450458/ E-mail: bhaktarupa.achsp@com.bbt.se

Bombay — (see Mumbai)

Calcutta, W. Bengal — 3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. (033) 247-3757 or -6075/
Fax: (033) 247-8515/ E-mail: calcutta@com.bbt.se

Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-8, 160 036/
Tel. (0172) 601590 or 603232

Chennai, Tamil Nadu — 59, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 600 017/ Tel. (044) 434-3266/
Fax: (044) 434-5929/ E-mail: bhanu swami@com.bbt se

Goimbatore, Tamil Nadu — Padmam 387, VGR Puram, Alagesan Rd.1, 641 011/ Tel. (0422)
435978 or 442749/ Fax: (0422) 435978 or 446355/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya jps@com.bibt.se

Dwarka, Gujarat — Bharatiya Bhavan, Devi Bhavan Rd., Dwarka 361335/
Tel. (02892) 34606/ Fax: (02892) 34319

Guntur, A.P. — Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509

Guwahati, Assam — Ulubari Chariali, South Sarania, 781 007/ Tel. (0361) 545963;
E-mail: guwahati@com.bbt.se

Hanumkonda, A.P. — Neeladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506 011/ Tel. (08712} 77399

Haridwar, U.P. — Prabhupada Ashram, G. House, Nai Basti, Bhimgoda, Haridwar 249401
(mail: P.0. Box 4)/ Tel. (0133) 422655 or 425849

Hyderabad, A.P. — Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ Tel, (040) 594969/
E-mail: hyderabad@com.hbt.se

Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Rd.. 795 001/ Tel. (0385) 221587

Jaipur, Rajasthan — AB-95/96 Chanakya Marg, Nirman Nagar, 302 019 (mail: P.0. Box 270,
Jaipur 302001)/ Tel. (0141) 399650 or 392437/ Fax: (0141) 3602737
E-mail: iskcon@ijp1.vsnl.net.in

Katra, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Srila Prabhupada Marg, Kalka Mata
Mandir, Katra (Vashnov Mata) 182 101/ Tel. (01981) 33047

Kurukshetra, Haryana — 369 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132 118/ Tel. (01744) 22806 or 23529

Lucknow, U.P. — 1 Ashok Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marag, 226 018

Madras — (see Chennai)

Madurai, Tamil Nadu — 32 Chellatthamman Koil St. (Near Simmakkal), Madurai 625 001/
Tel. (0452) 6275658

Mangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Ashram, Rosario Church Rd., Pandeshwar, Mangalore,
574001/ Tel, (0824) 420474

Mayapur, W. Bengal — Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham,
Dist. Nadia (mail: P.0. Box 10279, Ballyganj, Calcutta 700 019)/ Tel. (03472) 45239,
45240, or 45233/ Fax; (03472) 45238/ E-mail; mayapur.chandrodaya@com.bbt.se

Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133

Mumbai, Maharashira (Bombay) — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (022} 620-G860/
Fax: (022) 620-5214/ E-mail: parijata.rs@com.bbt.se

Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Chowpatty, 400 007/ Tel. (022) 367-4500 or
369-0532/ Fax: (022) 367-7941/ E-mail: radha.krishna@com.bbt.se

Mumbai, Maharashtra — Shrusthi Gomplex, Mira Rd. (E), opposite Royal College, Thane,
401 107/ Tel. (022) 881-7795 or -7796/ Fax: (022) 811-8875

Nagpur, Maharashtra — Plot No. 1, Abhyamkar Nagar, Nagpur 440 002

New Delhi — Sant Nagar Main Rd. (Garhi), behind Nehru Place Complex (mail: P. 0. Box 7061),
110 065/ Tel. (011) 623-5133/ Fax: (011) 643-3540 (Attn: ISKCON)/
E-mail: ram.nam.gkg@com.bbt.se

New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110 026/ Tel. (011} 541-0782

Pandharpur, Maharashtra — Hare Krsna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Sholapur,
413 304/ Tel. (0218) 623473

Patna, Bihar — Rajendra Nagar Rd. No. 12, 800 016/ Tel. (0612) 50765

Pune, Maharashira — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. {0212) 667259

Puri, Orissa — Sipasurubuli Puri, Dist. Puri/ Tel. (06752) 24592 or 24594

*

+*

Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuthi, Swargadwar, Puri/ Tel. (06752) 23740

Secunderabad, A.P. — 27 St. John's Rd., 500 026/ Tel. (040) 805232/ Fax: (040) 814021/
E-mail: sahadeva.brs@com.bbt.se

Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Cachar Dist., 788 004

Siliguri, W. Bengal — Gitalpara, 734 406/ Tel. (0353) 426619/ Fax: (0353) 526130/
E-mail: siliguri@com.bbt se

Sri Rangam, Tamil Nadu — 16A Thiruvadi St., Trichy, 620 006/ Tel. (D431) 433945

Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel. (0261) 685516 or 685891

Surat, Gujarat — Bhaktivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surat-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur,
P.0. Gangadhara, Dist. Surat, 394 310/ Tel. (0261) 667075

Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), Kerala — T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud,
695 014/ Tel. (0471) 328197/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@com.hbt.se

Tirupati, A. P. —K.T. Rd., Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel. (08574) 20114

Udhampur, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Prabhupada Marg, Prabhupada
Nagar, Udhampur 182 101/ Tel. (01992) 70298

Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKCON Hare Krishna Land, 338 120/ Tel, (D2692) 30796

Varanasi, U. P. — Annapurna Nagar, Vidyapith Rd., Varanasi 221 001/ Tel. (0542) 362617

Vrindavana, U. P. — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti,
Mathura Dist., 281 124/ Tel. (0565) 442478 or 442355/ Fax: (0565) 442596/
E-mail: 105146.1570@compuserve.com; (Gurukula:) vourukula@com.bbt.se

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Ahmedabad District, Gujaral — Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact |SKCON Ahmedabad)

Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj

Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dist. Gadhachiroli, 442 603/ Tel. (0218) 623473

Hyderabad, A. P. — P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tg., R.R. Dist., 501 401/ Tel. 552824

Karnataka — Bhaktivedanta Eco-Village, Nagodi P.0., Vollur Valley, Hosanagar Talug, Shivmoga
District, Karnataka 577 425 (mail: Garuda Guha, Kollur, D.K. District, Karnataka 576 220)

Mayapur, West Bengal — (contact [SKCON Mayapur)

Vrindavana, U.P. — Vrinda Kund, Nandagaon, Dist. Mathura, U.P./ E-mail: vrinda@aol.com

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Calcutta — Hare Krishna Karma-Free Confectionary, 6 Russel St., Calcutta 700 071

CANADA

Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth St. N.E., T2E 353/ Tel. (403) 265-3302/ Fax: (403) 547-0795/
E-mail: sahadevs@cadvision.com

Edmonton, Alberta — 9353 35th Ave., TGE 5RS/ Tel. (403) 439-9999/
E-mail: jsharma@mail.awinc.com

Wontreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie X Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ Tel. & fax; (514) 521-1301/
E-mail: iskconmontreal@sprint.ca

Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St. E., KIN 6Y4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544/ Fax: (613) 565-2575/
E-mail: 102623.2417@compuserve.com

Regina, Saskalchewan — 1279 Retallack St., S4T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-1640

Toronto, Ontario — 243 Ave. Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415/ Fax: (416) 822-1021/
E-mail: toronto@com.bbt.se

Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 S.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5J 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-9728/
Fax: (604) 431-7251; Govinda's Restaurant: (604) 433-2428/ E-mail: jaygo@direct.ca

RURAL COMMUNITY

Ashcroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama (mail: P.0. Box 99, VOK 1A0, attn: Uttama Devi Dasi)/
Tel. (250) 453-2397/ Fax: (250) 453-2622 [attn: (250) 453-2397)/
E-mail: devadeva@mail netshop.net

U.S.A.

Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 378-9234/
Fax: (404) 373-3381/ E-mail: 76415.175@compuserve.com
Austin, Texas — 807-A £, 30th St., 78705/ Tel. (512) 320-0372/ Fax: (512) 320-0477/
E-mail: sankarsana@aol.com
Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410) 744-4069 or 719-6738
Tel. & fax; (410) 744-1624
Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart St., 94705/ Tel. (510} 540-9215/ E-mail: berkeley@com.org
Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/
E-mail: arun_gupta@hp-hoise-omd.om.hp.com
Boston, Massachusetts — 72 Commanwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/
Fax: (617) 266-3744/ E-mail: iskboston@aol.com
Chicago, llinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (v73) 973-0900/ Fax: (773) 973-0526/
E-mail: trvkrm@aol.com

Columbus, Ohio — 379 W. Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/ Fax: (614) 294-0545/

E-mail: malati achsp@com.bbt.se

Note for international phone calls: When dizling from outside the country, drop the “0” that begins most city codes (the numbers shown in parentheses). Exceptions:
For Spain, the number to drop is the initial “9," for the CIS, “8." Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +, To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (91).
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Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330/ Fax; (214) 823-7264/
E-mail: takrishnas@zol.com

Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-9052/
E-mall: pmd@com.org

Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 46215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ Fax: (313) 822-3748/
E-mail: fmansion@flash.net

Eugene, Oregon — 426 E. 12th Ave,, 97401/ Tel. (541) 345-9053/ E-mail: eugene@com.hbt.se

Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th St., 32603/ Tel, (352) 336-4183/ E-mail; krishna@afn.org

Guraho, Puerto Rico — P. 0, Box 1338, 00778/ Tel. (787) 737-3917/ E-mail: raul.rodez@hotmail.com

Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. & fax: (860) 289-7252/
E-mail: bhaktirasa@poboxes.com

Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 535-3947/ Fax: (608) 505-3433/
E-mail: iskcon@aloha,net

Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482/ Fax: (713) 686-0669/
E-mail; mbalar@hal-pe.org

Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion 5L, 92651/ Tel. (714) 494-7029/ Fax: (714) 497-9707/
E-mail: jagai@rupa.com

Long Istand, New York — 197 S, Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4909/
E-mail: nimainitai@aol.com

Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676/ Fax: (310) 839-2715/
E-maif; svavasa.acbsp@com.bit.se

Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233}/
Tel. (305) 442-7218/ Fax; (305) 444-7145/ E-mail: kesava.swami@carm.bbt.se

New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 486-3583/
E-mail: sukhada@compuserve.com

New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714/
Fax: (718) 875-6127/ E-mail: ramabhadra@anl.com

New York, New York — 26 Second Ave., 10003/ Tel. (212) 420-1130/ E-mail: dayananda@msn.com

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600/
Fax: (215) 247-8702/ E-mail: vrndavana@netreach.net

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South St, 19148/ Tel. (215) 985-9335/
E-mail: savecows@aol.com

Phoenix, Arizona — 100 South Weber Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel. (602) 705-4900/
Fax; (602) 705-4901/ E-mail: 105613.1744@compuserve.com

Portland, Oregon — 5137 N.E. 42 Ave,, 97218/ Tel. (503) 287-3252/ Fax: (503) 284-8350 (call first)/
E-mail: ksetra@aol.com

St. Louis, Missouri — 2326 Lindell Boulevard., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085/
Fax; (314) 535-0672/ E-mail: stf@com.org

San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (618) 483-2500/
Fax: (619) 483-0941/ E-mail: dmraj@ix.netcom.com

San Jose — 2679 New Jersey Ave., 95124/ Tel. (408) 559-3197

Seattle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. S.E., Issaquah, 98027/ Tel. (206) 391-3293/
Fax: (206) B868-8928/ E-mail: haribol@iskcon net

Spanish Fork, Utah — Krishna Temple Project & KHON Radio, 86268 S. State Rd., 84660/
Tel. (801) 798-3559/ Fax: (80d1) 798-9121/ E-mail: carudask@burgoyne.com

Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic 5t., 32304/ Tel. & fax: (850) 681-9258/
E-mail: frr2897@garnet.acns.fsu.edu

Towaco, New Jersey — P.0. Box 109, 07082/ Tel. & fax: (973) 299-0970/
E-mail: samik-rsi.achsp@com.bbt.se

Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ Fax: (520) 791-0906
E-mail: 105613.1744@compuserve.com

Washington, D.C. — 3200 vy Way, Harwood. MD 20776/ Tel. (301) 261-4493/ Fax: (301) 261-4797/
E-mail: ifast@com.hbt.se

Washington, D.C. — 10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100/
Fax: (301) 298-5025/ E-mail; potomac@com.bbt.se

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Alachua, Florida (New Ramana-reti) — P.0. Box 819, 32616/ Tel. (904) 462-2017/
E-mail: iskcon@afn.org

Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 21492 Anner Rd., 30426/ Tel. (601) 749-0544 or
799-1354/ Fax: (601) 799-2924/ E-mail: talavan@datastar.net

Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — (contact ISKCON Gurabo)

Hillshorough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/ Tel. (919) 732-6492/

Fax; (919] 732-8033/ E-mail: bkgoswami@compuserve.com

Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindavan) — R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/
Tel. (304) 843-1600/ Fax: (304( 854-0023/ E-mail: palaceofgold@juno.com

Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel. (615) 759-6888/
Fax: (615) 759-5785/ E-mail: 104400.3353@compuserve.com

Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. & fax: (717) 527-4101/
E-mail: acyutadasi@acsworld.net

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Eugene, Dregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W, 8th St, 87401/ Tel (503) 686-3531

Gainesville, Florida — Radha's, 125 NW 23rd Ave., 32600/ Tel. (352) 376-3012

San Juan, Puerto Rico — Gopal, 2018 Calle Tetuan, \iejo San Juan, 00901/ Tel. (787) 724-0229

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE, Northern Ireland/
Tel, +44 (01232) 620530
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Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgbaston, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (0121) 420-4999

Bristol, England — Alberta Cottage. Wraxhall Rd., Nailsea. BS19 1B/ Tel. +44 (01275) 853788

Cardiff, Wales — 18 Greenfield Place, Gaerphilly, Mid Glamorgan/ Tel. +44 (01222) 831579

Cork, Jreland — Hiphland Cottage, 81, Lower Glanmire Road. Cork Gity/ Tel. (021) 552976/
E-mail: cork@com.bbt.se

Coventry, England — Sri Sri Radha Krishna Cultural Centre, Kingfield Rd., Radford, West
Midlands (mail; 19 Gloucester St., CV1 3BZ)/ Tel. +44 (01203) 552822 or 555420/
E-mail: haridas kds@com.bit se

Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire ML11 OES/
Tel. +44 (01555) 884790/ Fax: +44 (01555) 804526/
E-mail: 106225.2716@compuserve.com

Leicester, England — 21/21A Thoresby St., North Evington, Leicester LES 4GU/
Tel. & fax: +44 (0116] 236-7723/ E-mail: gauranga.sundara@com, bit.se

Liverpool, England — 114A Bold St., England, Merseyside, LT 4HY/ Tel, +44 (0151} 708-2400 or
£43-8817/ E-mail: iskcon liverpool.uk@com.bbi se

London, England (city) — 9110 Soho St W1y 5DA, England/ Tel. +44 (0171) 437-3662;
(residential/pujaris/shop:) 439-3606/ Fax: +44 (0171) 439-1127; Govinda's Restaurant:
Tel. +44 (0171) 437-4928; (office:) 437-5875/ E-mail: london@com.bbt.se

London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Lane, Watford, Herts,
WD2 8EZ, England/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244/ Fax; +44 (01923) 852896/
E-mail: bhaktivedanta. manor@com.hbt.se

London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Rd., South Norwood, London SE25/
Tel. +44 (0181) 656-4296 or 654-3138

Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, Manchester M16 8FT/
Tel, +44 (0161) 226-4416/ Tel. & fax; +44 (0161) 860-6117/
E-mail: krishna.dharma.mg@.com.bbt.se

Newcastle upon Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd.. Tyne & Wear, NE4 68R/
Tel. +44 (0191) 222-0150

Plymouth, England — 5 Erme Park, Ermington, Devon PL2 9LY, England/
Tel. +44 ((1548] 830065

Romford, England — 3 Rowan Walk, Hornchurch, Essex, RM11 2JA, England/
Tel. +44 (01708) 454092

RURAL COMMUNITIES

County Wicklow, Ireland — Rathgorragh, Kittegan/ Tel. & fax: +353 (0508) 73305 or 73292/
E-mail: pragosa@connect i

Lisnaskea, Northern Ireland — Govindadvipa Dhama, ISKCON Inishrath Island, BT92 9GN
Lisnaskea, Co. Fermanagh Tel. +44 (013657) 21512 or 22662

Londar, England — (contact Shaktivedarta Manar}

(Krishna conseious programs are held regularly in more than twenty other cities in the UK. For
information, contact Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept,, P.0. Box 324,
Borehamwood, Herts WD 1NB/ Tel. +44 [0181] 905-1244.)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Dublin, Ireland — Govinda's Restaurant, 4 Aungier St., Dublin 2/ Tel, +353 (01) 475-0308/
E-mail: pragosa@connect.ie

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide — 227 Henley Beach Rd., Torrensyille, SA 5031/ Tel. +61 (08) 8234-1378/
Fax: (08) 8234-1481/ E-mail: nash(024@flinders.edu.au
Brishane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indoorocpilly), OLD 4068/
Tel, +61 (07) 3379-5455/ Fax: +61 (07) 3379-5880/ E-mail: brisbane@com.bbt.se
Ganterra — 117 Hawksbury Crescent, Farrar, ACT 2607/ Tel. +61 (02} 6290-18565/
Fax: +61 (06) 286-4700/ E-mail: adi-p@msn.com
Melbourne — 197 Danks St., Albert Park (mail; P.0. Box 125), VIC 3206/ Tel. +61 (03) 9699
5122/ Fax: +61 (03) 9690-4093/ E-mail: melbourne@iskeon.net
Perth — 144 Railway Parade (mail: P.0. Box 102), Bayswater, WA 6053)/ Tel. +61 (08) 9870
1552/ Fax: +61 (08) 9272-6636/ E-mail: krishnas@iinet.net.au
Sydney — 180 Falcon 5t., North Sydney, NSW 2060 (mail: P.O. Box 459, Cammeray,
NSW 2062)/ Tel, +61 (02) 9959-4558/ Fax: +61 (02) 9957-1893/
E-mail: sraduucp@sraddha.dialix.cz.au
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandagram) — Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Rd., Bambra, VIC 3241/
Tel. +61 (052) 887383/ Fax: +61 (052) 887309
Millfield, NSW -— New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mt View Rd., Millfield, near Cessnock
[mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock]. NSW 2325)/ Tel. +61 (049) 981800/ Fax: (Sydney temple)
Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella, via Murwillumbah
(mail: P.0. Box 687), NSW 2484/ Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6672-6579 or -3047
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Adelaide — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 79 Hindley St., SA 5000/ Tel. +61 (08) 8231-5258
Brishane — Govindas, 15t floor, 99 Elizabeth St., QLD 4000/ Tel. 461 (07) 3210-0255
Brishane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick St., Forfitude Valley, QLD/
Tel. +61 (07) 3854-1016/ E-mail: brishane@com.bbt.se
Melhourne — Crossways, 15t Floor, 123 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-2938/
E-mail: crossways@iskeon.net
Melbourne — Gopals, 139 Swanston St. VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-1578
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Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/ Tel. +61 (08) 9227-
1684/ E-mail: perth@com.bbt.se

Sydney — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 529b King St., Newtawn, NSW 2042/
Tel. +61 (02) 9550-6524

FlJI
Labasa — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912/ E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
Lauloka — 5 Tavewa Ave. {mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax: +679 663039
E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
Rakiraki — Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. 4679 694243/ E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
Suva — Joyce Place, Off Pilling Rd. Nasinu 7% miles, Samabula(mail: P.0. Box 3957)/

RESTAURANTS

Lahasa — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Rd./ Tel. +679 811364

Lautoka — Gopal’s, Corner of Yasawa St. and Naviti St./ Tel. +679 662990

Suva — Gopal's, 18 Pratt St/ Tel. +679 314154/ E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
NEW ZEALAND

Christchurch — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-180, Christchurch)/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-5174/

Fax: +64 (03) 366-1965/ E-mail: iskconchch@clear.net.nz

Wellinglon — 105 Newlands Rd., Newlands (mail: P.0. Box 2753)/ Tel. +64 (04) 478-1414

RURAL COMMUNITY

Auckland (New Varshan) — Husy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Gourse
(mail: R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 412-8075/ Fax: +64 (09) 41 2-7130
RESTAURANTS

Auckland — Gopal's, Civic House (1st floor), 291 Queen St/ Tel. +64 (09) 303-4885
Christchurch — Gopal's, 143 Worcester St/ Tel, +64 (03) 366-7035

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Port Moresby — Section 23, Lot 46, Gordonia St., Honola (mail: P. 0. Box 571, POM NCD)/
Tel. +675 259213

EUROPE (partial list)

Amsterdam — \an Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 JX, Amsterdam, The Netheriands/ Tel. +31 (020) 675-
1404) Fax: +31 (020) 675-1405/ E-mail: amsterdam@com.bbt.se

Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12 Entlo 2, 08002 Barcelona/ Tel. +34 (09) 302-5184

Bergamo, ltaly — Villangio Hare Krishna, (da Medolago strada per Terno d'lsola) 24040 Chignolo
d'lsola (BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 494-0706/ Fax: +39 (035) 494-0705
E-mail: villagio.hare.krsna@com.bbt se

Berlin— e\, Cuvrystrafle 1, 10997 Berlin/ Tel. & fax: +49 (030) 536-2878%/
E-mail: haribalaba.hks@com.bbt.se

Budapest — Mariaremetei ut, 77, Budapest 1028 |1/ Tel. & fax: +36 (01) 275-8140/
E-mail:100263.3167@compuserve.com

Copenhagen — Baunve] 23, 3400 Hillerad! Tel. +45 (04) 228-6446/ Fax: +45 (04) 228-7331/
E-mail; dk.community@com.bbt.se

Gutenstein, Austria — Vedisches Kulturzeutrum, Markt 58, 2770 Gutenstein/
Tel. & fax; +43 (02) 634731/ E-mail: austria@com.bbt.se

Helsinki — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D (11l krs) 00180, Helsinki/ Tel. +358 (0) 694-8879/
Fax; +358 (0) 694-9837

Marid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid. Spain/ Tel. +34 (91) 521-3096

Oslo — Jonsrudvej 16, 0274 Oslo, Norway/ Tel. +47 (022) 552243/ Fax: £47 (022) 558172

Paris — 31 Rue Jean Vacquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. +33 (01) 4304-3263
Fax: +33 (01) 4305-7864/ E-mail: nitai.gaurasundara.tkg@com.bbt.se

Prague — Jilova 290, Pragus 5-Zlicin 155 00/ Tel. +420 (02) 302-1282 or 302-1608/
Fax: +42 (02) 302-1628/ E-mail: prague@com.bbt.se

Septon-Durbuy, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, B-6940 Septon-Durbuy/
Tel, +32 (086) 322926/ Fax: +32 (086) 322029/ E-mail: radhadesh@cam.bbt.se

Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240 Stockhalm/ Tel. +46 (08) 654-9002/ Fax: +46 (08) 650-881

Vienna, Austria — Bhaktivedanta-Zentrum Wien, Roetzergaase 34/3, 1170 Vienna/
Tel, & Fax: +43 (01) 481-9212/ E-mail: vienna@com.bbt.se

Warsaw — Mysiadlo, k. Warszawy, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11 (mail: MTSK. 02-770,
Warszawa 130, P.0. Box 257)/ Tel. +48 (022) 750-7797 or -8248/
Fax: +48 (022) 750-8249/ E-mail: warsaw@cam.bbt se

Ziirich — Preyergrasse 16, 8001 Ziirich/ Tel. +41 (01) 251-8859/ E-mail: nitai. rama.trg@com.bbt.se

RURAL COMMUNITIES

France (Bhaktivedanta Village) — Chateau Bellevug, F-39700 Chatenois/ Tel. +33 (03) 3472-8235/
Fax: +33 (03) 8482-6973/ E-mail: guru-sakti.nks@com.bbt.se

France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Male/
Tel, +33 (054) 402481

Germany (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel +49 (08583) 316/

Fax: +49 (08583) 1671

Italy (Sri Gauramandala) — Via Mazzanese km. 0,700, Settevene-01036 Nepi (VT)/
Tel. +39 (0761) 527251/ Fax; +39 (0761) 527038

Ifaly (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Scopeti, 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (Fl)f
Tel, +39 (055) 820054/ Fax: +39 (055) 828470

(34

Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega. Guadalajaral Tel. +34 (349) 280436/

E-mail: new.vrajamandala@com.bit se
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002 Barcelona/
Tel. +34 (93) 318-7729

Copenhagen — Govinda's, Noerre Farimagsgade 82/ Tel. +45 (03) 333-7444

Heidelberg — Vagsthali Restaurant, Mittelbad gasse 3, D-69117, Heidelberg/
Tel, +49 (06221} 168678

Milan — Govinda’s, Via Valpetrosa 5, 20123 Milano / Tel. +39 (02) 862417

Oslo — Krishna's Cuising, Kirkeveien 59B, 0364 Osla/ Tel. +47 {02) 260-6250

Vienna — Govinda, Lindengasse 24, 1070 Vienna/ Tel. +43 (01) 522-2817

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)

Kiev — ul. Menjinskogo, 21-b., 252054 Kiev, Ukraine/ Tel. +380 (8044) 244-4944/
E-mail: acyuta@krsna kiev.ua

Moscow — &/3, Knoroshevskoye sh. 125284 (mail: P.0. Box 69), Moscow/
Tel. +7 (095) 255-6711/ Fax: +7 (095) 945-3317

ASIA (partial list)

Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohan Basak St., Banagram, Dhaka 1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 236243
Hong Kong — 27 Chatham Rd. South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel. +852 (2) 7396818/
Fax; +852 (2) 724-2186/ E-mail: iskcon.hong kong@pronto.bbt.se
Jakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ Tel. +62 (021) 489-3646
Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha, Kathmandu (mail: P, 0. Box 3520)/ Tel. +877 (01) 371743/
Fax: +977 (01) 416996 (Attn: ISKCOMN)
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 3901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang
Lama, Petaling/ Tel. +60 (03) 780-7355, -7360. or -7369/ Fax: +60 (03) 781-1644/
E-mail: simheswar.jps@com.bbt.se
Manila, Philippines — 92 Champagnat Rd., Marikina Heights, Conception, Marikina City
Tel Aviv, Israel — 16 King George St. (mail: P. 0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480)/
Tel. +972 (03) 528-5475 or 629-9011/ Fax: +972 {03) 623-9011
Tokyo, Japan — 4-19-6 Kamitakada Nakano 1F, 164 Tokyo {Subarhu Building)/
Tel. +81 (03) 5343-9417 or -3811/ Fax: +81 (03) 5343-3812

LATIN AMERICA (partial list)

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaequi 2054 (1431)/
Tel. +54 (01) 523-4232/ Fax: +54 (01) 523-8085/ E-mail: iskcon-ba@gopalnet.com
Georgetown, Guyana — 24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara
Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 or 303420/
E-mail: gurumanl@ecua.net.ec
Lima, Peru — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (014) 444-2871/ E-mail: limandir@inictel.gob. pe
Mexico City, Mexico — Tiburcio Montiel 45, Colonia San Miguel, Chiapultepec D.F.,
11850 Mexico City/ Tel. & fax: +52 (5) 271-1953/ E-mail: mexico@com.bbt.se
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil — Rua Mugu, 120, Alto da Boa Vista, CEP 20531 180/
Tel. +55 (021) 267-0052
San Salvador, El Salvador — (mail: Apartado Postal 1506)/ Tel +503 780799
Santiago, Chile — Carrera 330/ Tel. +56 (02) 698-8044/ E-mail: 161 08hk@entel.net
Sao Paulo, Brazil — Av. Angelica, 2583, Santa Cecelia, CEP 01227 200/ Tel. +55 (011) 2508-7352

AFRICA (partial list)

Accra,Ghana — Samsam Rd., Off Accra-Nsawam Hwy., Medie, P.0. Box 11686,
Accra North, Ghana

Cape Town, South Aftica — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebasch 7700/ Tel. 27 (021) 688-1529/
Fax; +27 (021) 686-8233/ E-mail: cape.town@com.bbl.se

& Durban, South Africa — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle (mail: P.0. Box 56003), Chatsworth,

4030/ Tel. +27 (031) 403-3328/ Fax: +27 (031) 403-4429/ E-mail: durban@cam.bbt.se

Johannesburg, South Africa — 40 Impala Crescent, Ext. 5 (mail: P.0. Box 926), Lenasia, 1820
South Africa)/ Tel. +27 (011) 854-1975/ Tel. & fax; +27 (011) 852-3176

Lagos, Nigeria — 25 Jaiyeola Ajata St., Ajao Estate, off International Airport Express Rd.
(mail: P.0. Box 8793, Osadi)/ Tel. & fax: +234 (01) 876169

Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds.
(mail: P.0. Box 82224, Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248

Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28946, Nairobi)/
Tel, +254 (02) 744365/ Fax: +254 (02) 740957

Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer, Phoenix (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre
Bornes)/ Tel, +230 696-5804/ Fax: +230 465-1066

Porl Elizabeth, South Africa — 15 Whitehall Court, Western Rd., Port Elizabeth, 6000

Port Harcourt, Nigeria— Second Tarred Rd., Ogwaja Waterside
(mail: P.0. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)

Pretoria, South Africa — 1189 Church St., Hatfield, 0083 (mail: P.0. Box 14077, Hatfield, 0028]/
Tel. & fax: +27 (12) 342-6216/ E-mail: iskconpt@global co.za

RURAL COMMUNITY

Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd.. Vrindaban, Bon Acceuil/

Tel. +230 418-3955

* New listing 4 Temples with restaurants or dining e Revised listing
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FROM THE EDITOR

Signing Off

I HAVE DECIDED to resign as editor in
chief.

The time has come for us at BTG to
start handing the magazine over to a
younger generation of devotees—the young
people born and raised in the Hare Krsna
movement, and the disciples of Srila
Prabhupada’s disciples.

A first step in this is for me to get out
of the way and make room for others to
move up.

Now, therefore, our managing editor,
Nagaraja Dasa, is taking over as editor in
chief. Really, he has been doing the main
editorial work for quite a long time. But he
has not had full freedom and responsi-
bility to do it, because even while traveling
away from the office, I was the remote-
control chief. So now the full editorial
responsibility will be his.

A team of devotees will be working
with Nagaraja on developing and imple-
menting new editorial ideas.

A theme of high priority will be to
bring younger devotees onto the BTG
staff, involve them and train them, and
gradually complete the transfer of respon-
sibility from our own generation to the
next.

Kalakantha Dasa,our circulation man-
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ager (who handles a lot more than circula-
tion), will focus on recruiting and training
new devotees to serve at BTG. He’ll be
looking for people both for editing and
for design, and for circulation as well.

I will continue to be involved in BTG
as a trustee of the Bhaktivedanta Book
Trust. I will have a hand in major financial
decisions and other matters of publish-
ing. I will be on call as an editorial consul-
tant. I also hope to be personally involved
with the recruiting and training for BTG
of younger devotees.

I expect to continue assisting our BTG
office in India, formed about two years
ago, as well as our new BTG circulation
office in the UK.

Though serving as editor in chief is not
a material engagement one needs to re-
nounce, still it seems sensible, at a mature
age, to retire and make way for others.
One is advised by Vedic scriptures to re-
tire by the age of fifty. At forty-nine, I think
I am on schedule.

I hope you will all give your blessings
and best wishes to me and your full sup-
port to our new editor in chief, Nagaraja
Dasa.

Thank you very much. Hare Krsna.

—Jayadvaita Swami



bhupada’s Books & (s

‘We carry all of Srila Prabhupada’s books, CDs,

lecture tapes, and videos. Call for more information.

Ih? (ldSSi(S Bhagavad-gita As It Is, deluxe edition (pictured), $24.95; hardbound, $12.95;
softbound, $1.75; vinyl, $9.95.
Srimad-Bhagavatam, 12 cantos, 18 volumes, $40.00
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, hardbound, 9 volumes (complete), $349.50
Teachings of Lord Caitanya, reprint; hardbound, $14.95

NEW Lecture/Music (Ds and VedaBASE Upgrade!

CDM-34— 1. Evolution, Devolution, morming walk (5/13/73-LA) 34:00;
2. Taking the Mystery Out of Mystic Power, morning walk
(5/17/73-LA) 37:24

CDM-35-—1. Responsibilities of Fathers, Kings, and Husbands, SB 1.8.51

(5/13[73-LA) 26:19; 1, When People Become Demons, SB 1.10.4

e ahatineisi R (6/19/13-MAY) 39:12

Al j CDM-36—1. “The Material Werld Means Politics, Jealousy, Diplomacy,
T"cc"mz%?}mmw Envy,” BG| L1 (7/7/73-LON) 24:59; 2./ Death Is God, BG 1.2-3

His Divine Qrace i (7/9/73-LON) 19:13; 3. “Everything (Even Dictatorship) Can Be Ultilized

Sl Prabhupida | for Krishna,” BG 1.4 (7/10/73-LON) 23:51

et Rebeys of tht Suseranionat
o 4 Coratuinteat

rppia

$5.95 each. Complere set is #1-36. Please call for details of previously
released CDs. SPECIAL OFFER: FREE CD storage case with the
purchase of 24 CDs!

VedaBASE Upgrade—All of Prabhupada’s recorded words are now on
one CD! You can have this major new upgrade (Version 4.11) of the
VedaBASE for manthly payments of only $25. And there’s no interest
charge! Complete works, $595; books only, $295.

The Vintage Series— This 9-CD set consists of remastered classic

unedited bhajanas—never before released on CD, Includes storage folder.

$79.95 (Individual CDs: $9.95 cach.)

Call to order: 1-800-800-3284
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Now available as poster-size full-color prints!

B. G, SHARMA is recognized as the foremost living painter of Indian
miniatures. Famous throughout India for his originality in compesition, design,
and ornamentation, he has influenced and inspired many other artists on the
subcontinent. While Sharma is accomplished in traditional schools of Kangra,
Kishangarh, and Moghal painting, he has developed a unique style that has
contributed significantly to both traditional and contemporary Indian art.

Each picture is tit.Ied and printed on glossy canvas with a gold border and white
background. Large (19"x28") $9.95; small (13.5"x19") $6.95.

Please specify item number and size.

Love Divine—Item 2052
(small only)

The Divine Couple-—;
Item 2049 (small only)

Radha-Gopinatha—
Item 2087 (large only)

Radha-Govinda Feeding a Peacock—
Item 2084 (small only)

Radha and Kyishna in a
Lotus Pond—Item 2074
(small only)

Govardhana-Dhari—Item 2069 Lord of the Cows—Item 2048



Radha and Krishna Meet—
Item 2053

The Buddha—Item 2064 Govinda, Lover of the Cows—
(small only) Item 2051

Krishna Calls the Cows with His Flute—
Item 2067

e ey

Gopis Worship the Divine Couple— Julan Yatra—Item 2071 Nanda Kumar—Item 2078
Item 2072 (small Lml\,-‘) (small Uﬂl}-‘}

= o TrcC Call for details:
r ( [ ) r / r 1-800—800—3284;1 J
11’ : = : ' Outside U.S. and Canada:
;J f ;EJ SRINAYE E_) 1 1-910-871-2620.
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Don'tForget the Kids!
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BTG Service Conter / Hare s (ataloq

P. O Box 255, Sandy Ridue, NC 27046, USA » (800) 800-3

264

Outside USA & Canada: +1 (336) 871-2620 or fax 871-3641

E-mail: archives@earthlink.ner = Web: www.krsna.com

Please send me: Oty Amount

[} Check / money order
EliCredic card Amt. enclosed

SHBEGTAl L=t R
I o (i o A e SRS

Make checks payable to BTG Service Center, (US funds only.) For subscrip-

tions, make checks payable to Back ro Godhead. We accept the following credit

cards: VISA, MasterCard, American Express, Discover.

Name i Tel.

Address Apt.

City Starte Zip

Card no. Exp.

Signature

# Mainland USA please add minimum of $3 or 10% of order value. Orders

outside USA add 30% of order value.
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Damodara — 32 pages, $4.95
Nimai — 48 pages, $4.95
Jagannatha — 48 pages, $4.95
Krsna — 32 pages, $4.95

Rama — 32 pages, $2.50

Friends for Life—48 pages, $4.95 -
The Boy Saint, Prahlad Maharaja —

30 pages, $2.50

Agha, the Terrible Demon —
28 pages, softhound, $4.95
Gopal, the Invincible —
14 pages, hardbound, $5.95
Krishna, Master of All Mystics —
14 pages, softhound, $2.50




Vedic Thoughts

K_rsua is the supreme father,
and all living entities
within the material world are
exactly like misled children of a
wealthy man who have
left home to loiter in the street.
Therefore the greatest benefit
one can bestow upon one’s fellow
human being is to give him
Krsna consciousness.

His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Teachings of Queen Kunii, p. 14
@

Persons who are impelled by
pure devotional service
in Krsna consciousness and who
therefore go to see the Deities of Visnu
in the temple will surely get
relief from entering again
into the prison of a mother’s womb.

Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya

L

Those who are actually
advanced in knowledge are able to
appreciate the essential value
of this age of Kali. Such enlightened
persons worship Kali-yuga
because in this fallen age all perfection
of life can easily be achieved
by the performance of sarnkirtana,
the congregational chanting of the
Lord’s holy names.

; Sri Karabhajana Muni
Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.5.36

From association with devotees
is born faith. From faith
is born pure knowledge. From
pure knowledge is born meditation.
From meditation is born
devotional service, which pleases
Lord Krsna and destroys all sufferings.

S:rila Bhaktivinoda Thakura
Sri Datta-kaustubha, Text 30

+

One may cleanse himself daily
by taking a bath in water, but if one
takes a bath even once in the
sacred Ganges water of Bhagavad-gita,
for him the dirt of material life
is altogether vanquished.

Gita-mahatmya 3

*

Anyone who has developed
the ecstasy of love for the Supreme
Personality of Godhead,
and who is always merged in
transcendental bliss on account of
that love, cannot even perceive
the material happiness or distress
coming from the body or mind.

Lord Siva
Narada-paiicaratra

L 3

Within the heart of a person
overpowered by lamentation or anger,
there is no possibility
of Krsna’s being manifest.

Padma Purana

Send your favorite quotations to: Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, P.O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.

Or Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, 33 Janki Kutir, Next to State Bank of Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049, India.



Do you aspire Would you say there' Would you like

for higher consciousness more to a person to have a deeper
than just the biological understanding of karma
machinery of the body? and reinamation?

Do you ever wonder Do you sometimes
what happens to a person wonder who you
after death! really are?

IF you answered YES to any of these
you should be reading Back to Godhead

To subscribe, call 1-800-800-3284. (Or write to: BTG, P. 0. Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, USA.
Fax: 1-910-871-3641. E-mail: btgsubs@com.bbt se.)
One year (6 issues) is only $17.95 (reqularly $24). Canada: $20.95 (Canadian dollars).
Other countries: $26.95 (US funds only, and payable on a US bank).



