Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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WELCOME

We human beings have
the ability to search for
truth. But since our
limited, imperfect senses
can deceive us, we can’l
always be sure what’s true

and what’s not. For
example, what looks like a table is really
atoms and space. How do we know that?

Because we've heard from scientists, ac-
cepted authorities on the subject. Lord S Krsna the
Supreme Personality
of Godhead and
source of all material
and spiritual worlds

But scientific investigation can go only so
far. To get at the truth of things beyond
matter, we have to hear from spiritual
authorities. The Krsna consciousness move-
ment relies on the authority of the Vedic
scriptures and self-realized teachers of the
Vedic tradition, who accept the Vedas as
perfect knowledge coming from God.

Two articles in this issue raise the topic of
mistaken perception and present the truth in
the light of Vedic authority. The first, “Even
God’s Killing Is Good,” points out the
mistake in thinking that God sometimes does
bad things, The other, “Channeling: Extrasen-
sory Deception?” shows how we can be

fooled by believing everything we hear from

11 ¢ % - 23 B
entities “on the other side. Lord $ri Caitanya

The books and temples of the Hare Krsna Mahaprabhu, Krsna's
most recent incar-
nation, taught Krsna
consciousness through
the chanting of
Hare Krsna

movement are all meant to help people see
reality. In this issue you can read about the
new temple just opened in New Delhi.
If you’re a new reader, you might want to
start by browsing the Glossary (page 15).
Hare Krsna.
Nagaraja Dasa
Managing Editor

OUR PURPOSES

* 'To help all people discern reality from
illusion, spirit from matter, the eternal from
the temporary.

* To expose the faults of materialism.

* To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques
of spiritual life.

* To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.
* To celebrate the chanting of the holy
names of God as taught by Lord Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of

the [nternational

Society for Krishna
Consciousness

* To help every living being remember and
serve Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead.
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Letters

Vedic Personality Index

Many readers responded to our offer
to analyze their responses to The
Vedic Personality Index (May/June
1998). The results are quite varied.
Some replies indicated a balance
between goodness, passion and
ignorance, while others emphasized
one nature or another.

The goal of the survey is to help
one understand the natural qualities
one has picked up by association with
material nature. But as Lord Krsna
says in Bhagavad-gita, by devotional
service in Krsna consciousness one
can rise above all three modes of
nature and perfectly stand on the
spiritual platform.—The editors

“Land of the Gods”?

Some time ago I followed a heated
debate between BTG and a Hindu
organization over the position of the
demigods and monotheism in the
Vedas. [t seemed to me that BTG’s
position on this issue was that there is
only one Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Krsna, and that all other
deities, including Lord Brahma and
Lord Siva, are His expansions, poten-
cies, incarnations, etc. I was surprised,
therefore, when I noticed that on the
front cover of the May/June issue you
have included a title that reads
“Journey to the Land of the Gods.”
Who are the other Gods?

Vatsalya Rasa Dasa

Tallahassee, Florida, USA

OUR REPLY: Srila Prabhupada uses
the term “gods” variously—some-
times as an equivalent to “demigods™
(thus Narada is “the sage among the
gods™) and sometimes to refer to
both the Supreme Lord and the
demigods (as in Krsna book: “My
dear Lord, as for the three gods—
Brahma, Visnu and Sivﬂ—thcy are
also not independent of You™).
Among the deities prominently
worshiped in the Himalayas are

Lord Visnu, Siva, and Vaisno Devi.
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Though on other occasions we
have focused on the distinction
between the Supreme Lord and the
demigods, our cover story this time
didn’t dwell on it. So we used the
word “Gods™ neutrally. (The capital
“G” occurs because we capitalize
most words in our cover lines.)

Krsna’s Violent Pastimes

In Krsna’s Dvaraka pastimes, Krsna is
troubled by and has to kill so many
demons and deal with opposing
forces, so many wars, so many violent
situations. In the material world there
is violence, and bad things happen.
But how is it that in the spiritual
sphere of Krsna’s Dvaraka pastimes
there is violence and all that? One
would expect peace.

Mr. Bhatt

San Jose, California, USA

OUR REPLY: First of all. as you know,
the Lord enacts His pastimes in both
the material and spiritual worlds. The
demons are present only in the
material world. Srila Prabhupada
once said that in the spiritual world
there are only “rumors of demons.”

Everything about Krsna’s pastimes
is eternal, full of bliss and knowledge.
And everything is purified in the pres-
ence of Krsna. So the apparent
violence in Krsna’s pastimes does not
have the same effect as ordinary, mun-
dane violence. For example, demons
sometimes threaten Krsna’'s devolees,
but in such situations the devotees
take shelter of Krsna and increase
their attachment for Him. And of
course Krsna always protects them, so
they can never be harmed by the
demons.

We shouldn’t think that Krsna is
somehow disturbed by the demons.
They are tiny, insignificant creatures
whom Krsna can easily kill with His
material energy if He so desires. But
in fact He wants to fight with them, so
He allows them to become relatively
powerful in the material world. His
fighting with them is for His pleasure
and the pleasure of His devotees.



Actually, Krsna kills everyone
sooner or later. As the Gita states, He
is all-devouring death. But no one is
really killed. We are all eternal souls,
and we continue to exist after the
annihilation of the material body. To
think there is something wrong in
Krsna’s pastimes of killing demons is
simply an illusion. There is really no
violence, because rather than the
demons being harmed, they are
liberated when killed by Krsna.

In the material world, we can’t
have happiness without peace, but in
Krsna’s pastimes, every situation is
one of uninterrupted happiness. The
apparent violence and other such
things simply add to the variety of
Krsna’s enjoyment.

The Right Pronunciation

How do we correctly pronounce the
Lord’s name? Is it “Krishna” or
“Krishn.” An Indian swami has
written that it is “Krishn.” Has this
difference arisen due to regional or
linguistic variation in India? Shall we
not follow the correct Sanskrit
pronunciation of the Lord’s name?

Hari Pada Dhar

College Station, Texas, USA

OUR REPLY: In Sanskrit, consonants
are assumed to include the vowel “a”
when no other vowel is given. So the
Lord’s name is pronounced “Krish-
na.” “Krishn” is the Hindi pronuncia-
tion, as the practice in Hindi is to
often drop the “a” after consonants.
In different parts of India, people will
pronounce the Lord’s name differ-

ently. Srila Prabh upada downplayed

| concern over the exact pronunciation

of the Lord’s name. Krsna is attracted
by devotion and not by pronunciation.
So, above all, we should strive to chant
His name with devotion.

Give Us More!

The theory that Bhumandala is an
accurate model of our solar system is
staggering. Dr. Thompson must be a
genius. More! More!

Keith Joy

via the Internet €&

Please write us at: BTG, P.O. Box 430,
Alachua, FI.32616, USA. Fax: (904) 462-
7893. Or BTG, 33 Janki Kutir, Next to
State Bank of Hyderabad, Juhu, Mum-
bai 400 049, India. Phone: (022) 618-
1718. Fax: (022) 618-4827. E-mail:
editors@com.bbt.se

The Back to Godhead staff
would like to thank columnists
Rohininandana Dasa and Ya-
muna Devi for their contribu-
tions to BTG since 1991. Rohini-
nandana has been the main
writer for Bhakti-yogaat Home,
and Yamuna Devi has written
Lord Krsna's Cuisine for every
issue. They're both moving on
to other services, but we hope
they’ll still find time to write
occasionally for BTG. (Yamuna
Devi’s last column will appear
in the next issue.)

Hare Krishna Wovrld

Get connected to our dynamic worldwide movement. Exciting news,
information, marketplace, and Krsna conscious opportunities. Hare
Krishna World is bimonthly: U.S., $25 for First Class mail, $15 for
Third Class; outside the U.S.,$29. For subscriptions, ads, bulk orders,
and news submissions, please write HKW at P. O. Box 238, Alachua,
FL 32616-0238, USA. Tel: (904) 462-5054. Fax: (904) 462-5056.
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What Is the
Hare Krsna Movement?

Founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) carries onin the modern
world a great ancient tradition root-
ed in the Bhagavad-gita, the teach-
ings Lord Krsna spoke five milleni-
ums ago. The Gita and the other
Vedic scriptures declare Krsna to
be the original person, God Him-
sell, who appears periodically in this
world to liberate all living beings.

Only five hundred years ago,
Krsna descended as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach the most sub-
lime and effective means of medita-
tion for the present day: the chanting
of the names of God, especially as
found in the Hare Krsna mantra.

Today members of [SKCON con-
tinue Lord Caitanya’s movement
by distributing the teachings of Lord
Krsna and the Hare Krsna mantra
all over the world.

Pronunciation

We spell Sanskrit words and names
by a phonetic system that lets you
know how to say each word. Pro-
nounce shortalike the uin but, long
a like the a in far (and held twice as
long as the short a). Pronounce e
like the ain evade,longilike the iin
pique. Pronounce the vowel r like
the ri in rim, and ¢ like the ch in
chair. Pronounce consonantslike ch,
jh,anddhasinstaunch-heart, hedge-
hog, and red-hot. Pronounce § and s
like sh. Sofor Krsnasay KRISHNA,
for Caitanya say CHAITANYA.

Spiritual llames

Members of the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness re-
ceive names of Lord Krsna or His
greatdevotees,combined with Disa
(Dasi for women), meaning “ser-
vant.” For instance, the name Krsna
Dasa means “servant of Krsna.”
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Details from original paintings by Yadurani Devi Dasi (top) and Pariksit Dasa (bottom ).



EVEN GOD'’S
KILLING IS GOOD

A true devotee of the
Lord loves to hear about all His activities,
including those that seem violent.

A lecture given in London, on July 10, 1973

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acdrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

atra strd mahesvasa
bhimarjuna-sama yudhi

vuyudhano viratas ca
drupadas ca maha-rathah

“Here in this army are many heroic bow-
men equal in fighting to Bhima and
Arjuna: great fighters like Yuyudhana,
Virata, and Drupada.”
—Bhagavad-gita 1.4

EOPLE MAY ASK, “What spiri-

tual progress can we make by reciting the

names of these great fighters? We understand
that we can make spiritual advancement by chant-
ing the Hare Krsna maha-mantra. but what do we
gain by chanting these names ?7

The answer is nirbandhah krsna-sambandhe:

whatever is connected with Krsna becomes Krsna.
Thatis the subtle philosophical understanding. One
class of so-called devotees, known as sahajiyas, do
not read Bhagavad-gita but jump at once to reading
about Krsna’s rasa-lila—His dancing with His cow-

herd girlfriends—in the Tenth Canto of
the Srimad-Bhagavatam. Such sahajiyas
distinguish between Krsna's fighting
pastimes and His rasa-lila. But the two
pastimes are in fact the same, because
Krsna is the center of both. And what-
ever is connected with Krsna becomes
Krsna. That is the idea.

Srila Riapa Gosvami has taught,
prapancikataya buddhya . . . . Every-
thing has a connection with Krsna be-
cause ultimately everything is Krsna's energy.
Praparicikata means “material.” The material world
is a manifestation of Krsna’s energy, made up of five
gross elements (earth, water, air, fire, and sky) and
three subtle elements (mind, intelligence, and ego).
Krsna says, bhinna me prakrtir astadha: “These ma-
terial elements are separated from Me, but they are
My energy.”

For example,a cloud is created by the sun’s ener-
gy. Sea water evaporates and forms clouds. So the
cloud is created by the energy of the sun, but when

At left: Whether Lord Krsna's pastimes involve exchanges of love
or exhibitions of violence, we become purified by hearing of them. Because He is
the all-good Supreme Absolute Truth, no impurities can ever touch Him.
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Krsna wanted to bring together
on the Battlefield of Kuruksetra all the
demoniac powers and kill them.

there is a cloud you cannot see the sun.
The sunis covered. Similarly. the mate-
rial energy is Krsna’s energy, but when
we become covered by the material
energy, we do notsee Krsna. That is our
position.

Srila Rapa Gosvami writes,

prapaicikataya buddhya
hari-sambandhi-vastunah

munmuksubhih paritydago
vairagyam phalgu kathyate

“One who rejects anything without
knowledge of its relationship to Krsna
is incomplete in his renunciation.” Mu-
muksu means those who are after the
liberation of merginginto the Supreme,
such as the Mayavadis. The Mayavadis
say,braluma satyam jagan mithya: = This
world is false; only Brahman, spirit. is
reality.” But we ask why the world
should be false if it is coming from the
reality. We do not agree with the Maya-
vadis. We do not accept that this world
is false. We can say thatitisa temporary
manifestation. But it is not lalse.

We are living in this house. If some-
one says, "It is false,” we say. “Why is it
[alse?” We are using the house. We are
using the microphone. We are using the
dictaphone. Why would they be false?

They are notfalse.because they have
a relationship with Krsna—samban-

dha. Anything material is made of

carth. water, fire, and air, and these are
Krsna's energies. Therefore everything
has a direct relationship with Krsna.
And if Krsna is reality, why should His
energy be false? [t is not false. We must
know how to use it.

Krsna is on the Battlefield of Kuru-
ksetra,and everything there—soldiers,
commanders-in-chiel,chariots, ground
—is Krsna's encrgy.

[f we remember that everything is
a manifestation of Krspa's energy,

Everything is spiritual energy, so we
have to use everything for Krsna.

KRSNA WANTED
THE BATTLE

Many soldiers had gathered on the
battlefield at Kuruksetra, and Krsna
would display one of His energies.
Paritranaya sadhandam vinasaya ca
duskrtam: He wanted to kill all the
demons. That is a side of His business.
Asone of Hissidesis to give protection
to the devotees (paritranaya sadhii-
nam), the other side is to vanquish all
the demons (vinasava ca duskrtam). It
you want to grow paddy in a field, first
you have to destroy all the unwanted
weeds. Then you sow the seeds, and the
paddy will come out nicely.

These two are required: destruction
and construction. Both are Krspa's ac-
tivities or energies. We have to under-
stand that both are working as different
manifestations of Krsna's energy.
Parasya Saktir vividhaiva Srityate. In
the Vedas it is said that the Absolute
has multi-energies. One energy works
in one way: another energy works in
another way. When we do something,
we require varieties of energy to make
that activity perfect. Everything—
Krsna, Krspa’s material world and
spiritual world—is working in order
under His different energies.

So we should not neglect hearing
the names of these warriors. Krsna
wanted to bring together on the Balttle-
field of Kuruksetra all the demoniac
powers and kill them. That was His
plan.

Krsna has His plan. We should not
be attached to things as they are but
should try to understand everything in
its relationship with Krsna. As soon as
we recognize anything’s relationship
with Krsna, we can use it properly. That

there is no question of materialism. | is Krsna consciousness.
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EVERYTHING FOR KRSNA

Everything can be used for Krsna.
Krsna is not a stereotyped, stagnant
block. Krsnais a dynamic force. There-
fore everything can be dovetailed in
Krsna’s service. One should simply
learn the art of dovetailing, under
proper guidance. That art will be the
perfect form of Krsna consciousness.

Read the next verse.

[A disciple reads:]

dhrstakeius cekitanah
kasirajas ca viryavan

purujit kuniibhojas ca
Saibyas ca nara-pungavah

Translation: “There are also great he-
roic, powerful fighters like Dhrsta-
ketu, Cekitana, Kasiraja, Purujit,
Kuntibhoja, and Saibya.”

[$1‘Ila Prabhupada continues:] In
the Battle of Kuruksetra, grealt war-
riors from all parts of the world came
and joined. Some of them joined one
side, and others joined the other side.
We have not given all the informa-
tion on these great warriors in our
Bhagavad-gita As [t Is, because that
would have increased the number of
pages. But information about them is
available in a book called The Person-
alities of Mahabharata.

Bhagavad-gita is part of the Maha-
bharata. Mahabharata means “greater
India.” Maha means “greater.” and
bharata refers to India. The whole
planetwas originally known as Bharata-
varsa. There was only one flag. The
whole planet was ruled by one king,
from Hastinapura [modern-day Delhi].
The Battle of Kuruksetra would de-
termine who would be the king—
Maharaja Yudhisthira or Duryodhana.

Krsna had decided, “Duryodhana
is unfit. Maharaja Yudhisthira is fit.”
Krsna wanted Yudhisthira to be king.



Therefore the Battle of Kuruksetra
took place. Krsna wanted to wipe oul
all unwanted demons from the face of
the world and enthrone Maharaja
Yudhisthira because Yudhisthira was
the exact representative of Krsna.

KRSNA CONSCIOUS
MONARCHY

Monarchy or dictatorship is wel-
come. Now the Communists want dic-
tatorship. That is welcome, provided
the dictator is trained like Maharaja
Yudhisthira. Not that simply by the
voles of the rascal population one
becomesadictator, then another rascal
comes, and another big rascal comes.
The Communist dictator Stalin is said
to have been the greatest criminal in
the history of the world. He would not
tolerate anyone going against him. As
soon as he found that someone was
against him, he would call that person
before him and say, “Take poison, or |
shall kill you.” That was his policy. In
thatway he killed so many enemies, not
only the Czar family. His business was
killing.

That kind of dictatorship is not
wanted. A dictator is wanted by whose
direction the citizens will be so happy
that they will not have any anxiety.

We read the other day in Srimad-
Bhagavatam ol the three miserable con-
ditions of life: adhyatmika (miseries
caused by one'’s own body and mind).
adhibhautika (miseries caused by oth-
ers), and adhidaivika. The adhidaivika
miseries, such as famines and earth-
quakes, are caused by the higher be-
ings, the demigods. These things are not
under your control. At any time there
may be earthquakes, famine. pesti-
lence, floods. These are called daiva,
“controlled by demigods.” Forexample,
Indra wanted to flood Vrndavana, be-
ing angry at the residents. But Krsna
saved them as Giridhari—the lifter of
Govardhana Hill.

These disturbances are there—
adhyatmika, adhibhautika, adhidaivika
—the king or dictator should be so per-
feet and should guide the citizens in
such a way that they will not feel these
disturbances. That kind of dictatorship
is wanted.

Adhibhautika means “You are
envious of me: I am envious of

Ve and Study
InVmdavana

Attend Classes at the Vaisnava Institute
for Higher Education (VIHE)

The VIHE is an adult educational program offering you an op-
portunity todeeply study the philosophy of Krsna consciousness
in the holy land of Vrndavana, receive training in practical skills
relevant todevotional service,and associate with senior devotees.
All courses are well researched and taught by senior devotees
who have a deep understanding of the subject.

Karttika Semester 1998

September 24-October 19
2-week and 4-week classes
REGISTRATION: September 21-23 in Vrndavana
Students must be proficient in English and will be required to
follow the full temple program.
COST: Rs. 6,000 (US$160) for full schedule
(Fees are less for students who take fewer classes.)
This covers classes, materials, feasts,
visits to holy sites, and all VIHE activities.

Contact the VIHE for information about Karttika Semester
course descriptions, registration procedures, application forms,
other programs we offer, and general information. If you plan
to attend, your application must be received by September 10.
Payments are made when you arrive.

Over 50 courses are available on audio tape in Vrndavana.
Send for a free catalog:

VIHE

c/o Krishna-Balarama Mandira
Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg
Raman Reti, Mathura Dist., UP 281 124, India
Phone: 491 (0565) 445-002 « E-mail: vihe@com.bbt.se
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you.” There is always cold war,struggle.
Under the dictator’s rule this should be
stopped. There should not even be ex-
cessive heat or cold. People should feel
happy in all respects.

Such a condition existed under

Maharaja Yudhisthira, his forefathers,
and his grandson. The sons of the

Pandavas all died in the Battlefield of

Kuruksetra. Maharaja Pariksit, the
grandson of the Pandavas, was within
the womb of his mother, and he was

- KRSNA ON THE NET-

URLs for the main Krsna conscious sites on the World Wide Web

http://www.krsna.com  http://www.krsna.com/~big

BACK TO GODHEAD ONLINE

Site for BTG, the Bhaktivedanta Archives, the Hare Krsna
Catalog, and the full text of Bhagavad-gita As It Is.

http://www.shamantaka.org  hitp://www.iskcon.org

HARE KRSNA, THE COMPLETE PICTURE
A visually dynamic site from the North European BBT.

httﬁ://www.hu_rekrishnu.wm/

HARE KRSNA HOME PAGE
Book excerpts and more from the BBT in Los Angeles.

hittp://www.iskcon.org/hkindex/

THE HARE KRSNA INDEX
Leads you to any ISKCON-affiliated site on the Web.

THE BTG MAILING LIST
An e-mail group where readers, writers, and staff talk about
the topies found in Back to Godhead.
To join, send a message to btg-talk@unforgettable.com
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saved. During his reign and the reigns
of his ancestors the whole planet was
very nicely governed by dictatorship.

We can bring in such dictatorship,
provided the dictatoris perfectly Krsna
conscious. Then he will know how to
conduct the kingdom, how to make
everyone happy.

So here is another list of fighters.
The real purpose of this battle is to
bring all the big fighters of the world
together, and under Krsna's guidance
they would all be killed. Nimitta-
matram bhava savya-sacin. When Ar-
junadeclined to fight, Krsna ultimately
said, “My dear Arjuna, whether you
fight or not it doesn’t matter. These
people are not going back home. It is
already settled. You can simply take
credit that you have fought and killed.
They are already killed, because that is

| My plan.”

 ties life after life

Krsna wanted to kill them, and the
result was—you will find in Bhagavad-
gita—they all attained svarupa, their
eternal form. Allwhodied on the Battle-
field of Kuruksetra, in the presence of
Krsna.attained their original, constitu-
tional position, their spiritual form.
They all went back home, back to
Godhead.

Krsna is absolute. so His killing and
His protecting are the same. Don’t think
that Krsna is killing. No. Anyone killed
by Krsna gets liberation at once. The
liberation for which great, great saintly
persons,sages, undergo severe austeri-
one gets that simply
by being killed by Krsna.

So if by becoming Krsna's enemy
one gets that benefit, just think of the
benefitof becoming Krsna's friend. That
is the Krsna consciousness. The Maya-
vadis, impersonalists, are after libera-
tion. But thatliberation is granted even
to the enemies of Krsna.

The Mayavadis are also Krsna's
enemies. Krsne aparadhi. They are
offenders to Krsna because they do
not accept the form of Krsna.

Everything studied in relationship

| with Krsna is perfect knowledge. and

that is described in the Bhagavad-gita.

We are not like sahajiyas, the senti-

mental pseudo devotees,who are inter-

ested in Krsna's rasa dance but not in

His fighting on the Battlefield of Kuru-

ksetra. That attitude is not wanted.
Thank you very much. 3



OUR IDEAS OF THE REAL and the
unreal are formed early in life. Life is
filled with sensual and subtle impres-
sions that condition us to accept
certain things and reject others. Those
impressions also lead us to form
habits, good and bad, and to learn to
feel happy or unhappy according to
our perception of pleasure. We also
learn fear and, usually, learn that
most of our fears are imaginary—
they aren’t real. I remember being
frightened by the action in a movie
when I was a child. My mother
consoled me, “*Don’t be afraid. It’s
not real.”

Not real? If it wasn’t real, then
why was she so absorbed in it? Why
did it seem so real? IT it wasn’t real,
what was?

To know what is real, we have to
question what we are. Am I real? If
s0, which part is the real me? My
body? It feels real, especially when
put through pain. And beyond the
sell, what about the house I live in or
the road outside or any of the other
myriad objects I perceive with my
senses? Why is it that when I interact
with all these real things, I feel
unsettled, as if something’s not quite
what [ expect it to be?

As we grow up, we learn to escape
that unsettled feeling by going to the
movies or diving into lictional
accounts of people living out more
perfect lives—heroes and antiheroes
who experience events bigger than
anything we have known as possible.
That doesn’t seem to satisfy either,
but at least it’s a distraction. Where

What Is Real?

by Satsvartpa Dasa Goswami

is that real form to satisty us? Where
is the story with real meaning?

Real life is the life of the soul, and
Sri Krsna is the highest substance of
reality. The very reality of Krspa’s
nature is almost too awesome Lo
contemplate. He is omnipotent, all-
pervading, the source of everything
we arc and know, and He is the
eternal form of love. He exceeds time
and space, so He can lift us above the
confusion of misidentifying illusion
as truth. Finding Krsna is the work
we have before us in this world if we
are to actually come to know reality
and the story of the soul in its
relationship with the Supreme.

The best way to find Krsna is to
hear about Him from those who
know Him and from the scriptures.
Srila P rabhupada writes (in Krsna,
“The Salvation of Trnavarta™:

If someone takes advantage of
hearing the pastimes of the Lord.
the material contamination of dust.
accumulated in the heart due to
long association with the material
nature. can be immediately
cleansed. Lord Caitanya also
instructed that simply by hearing
the transcendental name of Lord
Krsna one can cleanse the heart of
all material contamination. There
are different processes for sell-
realization, but this process of
devotional service—of which
hearing is the most important
[unction—when adopted by any
conditioned soul, will automatically
cleanse him of the material
contamination and enable him to
realize his real constitutional

Lessons from the Road

position. Conditional life is due to
this contamination only, and as soon
as it is cleared off, then naturally the
dormant function of the living
entity—rendering service to the
Lord—awakens. . ..

Note the phrase “The dormant
function of rendering service to the
Lord ...awakens.” The reality of life
and the soul’s nature is uncovered not
by escaping into other forms of
illusion but by hearing from a higher
source. That higher source (scriptures,
the guru) appears to be something
outside our self, but actually it touches
the inherent nature of the soul.

The constitutional relationship
between God and the soul is objective
reality. but covered. By studying
reality we can come to see that only
God’s mercy keeps us alive and
arranges all our adventures and mis-
adventures in this world. I say mercy
because it descends from the spiritual
world to cleanse us of false concepts
and awaken us to our inherent
spiritual nature, and ultimately to
grant us love of God.

This is not merely dogmas it is
reality. As an aspiring devotee, | can’t
claim that I'm awake in the eternal
reality of Krsna consciousness, but my
goal is to live in that reality and not to
remain in the temporary world, which
comes and goes like a dream.

Satsvarapa Dasa Goswami travels
extensively to speak and write about
Krsna consciousness. He is the author
of many books, including a six-volume
biography of Srila Prabhupada.
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COOKING CLASS—LESSON 37

MO RE?*

“Aah, yes. More sweet rice
please.”

Or, “Mmm, some ambrosial sweet
rice please.”

Two typical requests for seconds
on what devotees in [ISKCON call
“sweet rice.” In India the dish is
more aptly known as chaval kheer.
Kheer is a common term for several
varieties of condensed-milk pudding.
and chaval means “rice.” (The
Sanskrit word for kheer is ksira.)

Depending on the region of India,
kheer might also be called payasa,
basundi, or payesh. Readers of
Vaisnava literature are likely familiar
with the beautiful Deity Ksira-cora
Gopinatha, or “Krishna. the ksira
thiel.” This Deity of Lord Krsna in
Remuna, Orissa, is famous for having
stolen a pot of kheer as a gift for His
devotee Madhavendra Puri. Visitors
to the temple today can sample some
of Gopinatha’s delicious khieer
prasadam.

Varieties of Kheer

In its simplest form, kheer is
nothing more than sweetened milk
that has been reduced by boiling it
down to one-hall or one-third its
original volume. To that condensed
milk one can add numerous other
ingredients for body and flavor,
yielding such varieties as rice kheer,
nut kheer, yam kheer, pumpkin kheer,
zucchini kheer, semolina kheer,
cracked-wheat kheer, shredded-
carrot kheer, fresh- or dried-fruit
kcheer, angel-hair-thin-vermicelli
kheer, and more. In preparing the
original manuscripts for the cook-
book Lord Krishna's Cuisine, | came
up with more than twenty-five
varieties. (After editing, we left
seven.)

When kheer is cooked down
further, to one quarter or less of its
original volume, it is known as rabri.
Though little except some crushed
cardamom pods is usually added,
Srila Prabhupada sometimes re-

| quested rabri with added sliced

mango, banana, papaya, or orange
segments. He enjoyed it served
chilled, although that’s not tradi-
tional.

Subtlety

If you've been laithfully following
this cooking class series. you know
that you have homework over and
above preparing the recipe here.
Make at least three kinds of kheer
from the class textbook. using
different ingredients and cookware.
Study the effects that heat, cookware,
and cooking time have on the result.
If possible, try to ferret out farm-
fresh or unhomogenized milk, and
compare it with store-bought. Instead
of refined white sugar, use some of
the unrefined sweeteners available
where you live. [n the United States
I've tried date sugar, maple sugar,
maple syrup, turbinado sugar, organic
sucanat, and Florida Crystals (unre-
fined cane sugar), to name a few.
Besides sweetening, these sweeteners
will add unique flavors. If you opt for
honey, add it after the kheer has
finished cooking. Swirl in the honey
—off the stove—until melted.
According to the Ayurveda, honey
when boiled becomes toxic.

Yamuna Devi is the author of the
award-winning cookbooks Lord
Krishna's Cuisine: The Art of Indian
Vegetarian Cooking and Yamuna’s
Table. She is a regular contributor to
The Washington Post and Vegetarian
Times.
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Lord Krsna’s Cuisine

Kheer—Classic Milk Puddings

by Yamuna Devi

CRACKED WHEAT
KHEER (DALIA KHEER)

A traditional favorite in cool
weather. this kfieer is warming,
substantial, and fairly quick to
make.

Serves 6
(depending on appetites)

2 teaspoons ghee or unsalted
butter

Y5 1o % cup cracked wheat

8 cups milk

Y to % cup sweetener

¥ teaspoon crushed cardamom
seeds

Y4 cup raisins or currants,
if desired

Melt the ghee or butter in a
I-gallon or larger heavy-
bottomed pot over moderate
heat. Add the cracked wheat,
and, while stirring, toast the
wheat until the grains darken a
shade or two. Add the milk,
sweetener, cardamom, and
perhaps raisins.

Increase the heat to high.
While stirring, bring the
mixture to a rolling boil.
Stirring frequently, boil until
the grains are swollen and the
thickened milk puts a thick
coating on the stirring spoon
(up to 25 minutes). As the
kheer cools, it will continue to
thicken.

Offer to Krsna and serve
warm.




PARENTS OFTEN ASK what they
can do to help prepare their child for
entering gurukula, a Krsna conscious |
school. Some parents first ask this
question when the child is about four
years old, but many parents begin
preparing their child from the earliest
years,

Fortunate is that child who has
been exposed to a Krsna conscious
way of life from birth, and even more
fortunate is one who has also
attended a Krsna conscious nursery
or preschool. A natural, gradual
training over an extended period of
time works best. The parent and
teacher should work together to lay
the best possible foundation for the
child’s entrance into school.

Some years ago the teachers at a
New York gurukiula prepared a list of
prerequisites for children entering
gurukula. The list included items that

§chooling Krsna’s Children

| would also apply to children entering

a seeular school. such as being
respectful and knowing how to dress

| themselves. But here’s the list boiled

down to suggestions for preparing
children specifically for a Krsna
conscious school:

1. Bring children regularly to the
temple for morning services, or
perform the same services in your
own home.

2. Teach children the proper
behavior for the temple. A child
should know how to offer obeisances,
offer respect to the Deity, chant
prayers to the spiritual master. sit
quietly during the Bhagavatam class,
and so on.

3. Regulate children’s eating and
sleeping habits. Feed them a standard
devotee diet of dal, rice. capatis, and
vegetables. Avoid foods, especially

Preparing Your Child for Gurukula

by Nataka Candrika Devi Dasi

grains, cooked by nondevotees. Teach
children to sit while taking prasadam,
and teach them the prasadam prayer.

4. If there is a Krsna conscious
preschool program in your area,
enroll your child in it. It will give
vour child a chance to develop social
skills and learn many things.

5. Read often to your child, espe-
cially about Krsna and His pastimes.

6. Avoid exposing vour child to

| nondevotional TV, videos. and toys.

Srila Prabhupada said. “To artificially
impose sense gratification on a young
child is the greatest violence.”

Nataka Candrika Devi Dasi has been
teaching in ISKCON preschools and
elementary schools for the last twenty-
two vears. She lives in Alachua,
Florida, USA, with her husband,
Radha-Damodara Dasa, and their
three children.
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H}"',RF, ARE SOME letters of
appreciation from recipients of Srila
Prabhupada’s books:

Ignited with the Fire
Of Krsna Consciousness

[ want to thank you for being a
critical part in my life. Without the
distribution of His Divine Grace A. C.

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada’s
books, I would never have been
ignited with the fire of Krsna con-
sciousness. My first contact with
Krsna was at my friend’s house. [ saw
the book The Science of Self Realiza-
tion lying on the floor, and at that
moment [ felt an overwhelming,
irresistible attraction to borrow the
book. I read a few pages and knew 1
had finally found the truth. I've now
read about hall of your books but had
little association with devotees. My
goal right now is to join an [SKCON
farm community. Hare Krsna.

Jimi

Vashon Island, Washington, USA

“Krsna! Krsna!”

[ am writing to express my deep-
est and profound gratitude for your
kindness in sending me the book Your
Ever Well-Wisher. I am in turn
humbled, brought to tears, dipped in
melancholy, and then finally I find
myself saying, “Krsna! Krsna!™ This
book is one of the dearest and most
valuable gifts I have ever received. |
am chanting every morning and |
reading Srila Prabhupada’s books
every day. Thank vou again for this
wonderful kindness.

Scott
Pemaquid, Maine, USA

Standing Her Ground
Recently, I had the pleasure to

| on the side of the road. I walked past

meel some of your nice people while
[ was vacationing in the Great Smoky
Mountains in Tennessee. |
pleased to come in contact with them,
because I have always been interested
in the Hare Krsna movement. [ was
so grateful when your people handed
me a book—7The Path of Yoga—and
your address was in it. At the time I |
was intimidated because the people
with me did not approve of the Hare
Krsnas, but I stood my ground and
bought the book. And I'm glad I did.
The others poked fun at me and said
I'd been taken. I simply told them I
wanted the book because I like the
Hare Krsnas and enjoy reading their
books. My friends became quiet after
that. The book is great, and it has
helped me a lot. Thanks!

Vivian

Kentucky, USA

fds 50

A Dusty Gem

It has to be the most fortunate
thing that could happen to anyone
a person’s whole life changed. It
happened one afternoon while I was
going to the shop. I saw a book lying

it, spoke to some friends, bought
whatever | needed, and was on my
way back when I again noticed the
book. I stopped and picked it up.
although I normally wouldn’t pick up
something from the road as bad-
looking as this. It was dirty, torn, and
old.

I was a sinful person at that time,
and a great meat-eater.

I went out in the evening with
friends. When [ returned home, I sat
and read a few magazines and then
picked up the book I had found. I
dusted it off and read the title: Com-
ing Back. | began to read—and I read |
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Book Distribution

Irresistible Attraction

compiled by Navina Nirada Dasa

and read and read.

I had never read anything as clear,
pure, easy, and truthful as this book. I
was amazed and shocked. I began to
think how sinful I was. I completed
the book the next day and decided to
change my life by becoming spiritually
conscious.

The next month I gave up eating
meat, went to the temple, and started
learning more about Srila Prabhupada
and the all-glorious Lord Krsna. |
have now been a devotee for three
years, and I enjoy every minute of it.
All this happened because I decided
to take a walk to the shop one day.
That is the power of the Lord. Sri
Krsna.

Govindasamy
Durban, South Africa

Freedom from the
Misery of Materialism
I had just arrived at Denver Inter-
national Airport when a young man
handed me a book called Bhagavad-
gita. I gave him a donation and took
the book. I read from its pages and
couldn’t stop reading. I agree with
all I have read, and I see the need and
the joy in becoming free from materi-
al addiction. [ have thought about this
a lot and know that I'm ready to em-
brace this truth. [ would give all [ have
to be free from the misery of material-
ism. What you teach is true. and |
genuinely would like to thank you.
Jonathan
Daytona Beach, Florida, USA

Navina Nirada Dasa, a disciple of
Harikesa Swami, has been a leading
book distributor for many years. He

| heads ISKCON's book distribution

ministry and travels worldwide to train
and inspire book distributors.



Glossary

Acarya—a spiritual master who teaches by example.

Balarama—Lord Krsna’s first expansion, who acts in the
role of Lord Krsna’s elder brother.

Battle of Kuruksetra—an epic battle for rule of the
world, fought five thousand years ago.

Bhagavad-gita—the sacred book in which Lord Krsna
gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and
disciple Arjuna.

Bhakti—devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura—the spiritual mas-
ter of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

Bhakti-yoga—linking with the Supreme Lord through
devotional service.

- Caitanya Mahaprabhu—the incarnation of Lord Krsna
who appeared five hundred years ago to teach the
chanting of the names of God as the religion for the
present age.

Dharma—(1) ordained duties or religious principles:
(2) one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.e., devotional
service to the Lord).

sodhead—the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality,
progressively realized first as the impersonal all-

pervasive oneness. more fully as the Supersoul within
the heart of every living being. and ultimately as the
all-opulent Supreme Person.

Gurukula—a school where children learn the philosophy
and practices of Krsna consciousness along with regu-
lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the
ouru’).

Hare Krsna—the great mantra Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

ISKCON—the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness.

Japa—individual chanting of names of God, usually
while counting on beads.

Kali-yuga—in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-
mic ages, the present and worst age. the Age of
Quarrel, of which 5.000 of 432,000 years have passed.

Karma—material action; its inevitable reaction; or the
law by which such action and reaction are governed

Kirtana—congregational singing of names of God, usual-
ly accompanied by cymbals (karatalas) and drums
(mrdangas).

Krsna—the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His
original transcendent form (see “Godhead”).

Mahabharata—the epic history of ancient India, a history
in which the Bhagavad-gita appears as the most
important and well-known text.

Maya—illusion; the energy of the Supreme Lord that
deludes living entities into forgetting their spiritual
nature and forgetting God.

Mayavadi—one who regards the Absolute Truth as
ultimately impersonal or void.

Modes of nature
and ignorance) that hold sway over all action in the

the three qualities (goodness, passion,

material world.

Nityananda—the incarnation of Lord Balarama who
appeared with Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Prasadam—vegetarian food that has been prepared for
the Lord and offered to Him with devotion (literally
“mercy”).

Puranas—Vedic histories.

Radharani—l.ord Krsna’s consort and pleasure potency.

Rathayatra—"chariot festival™; a festival in which the
form of Krsna is borne in procession on a large
canopy-topped chariot or float, especially the festival
originating in Puri, India, for Jagannatha (Lord Krsna,
“the Lord of the universe™).

Sannyasa—the renounced life of a man who relinquishes
home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.

Sti—an honorific meaning “opulent™ (similarly: Srila,
Srimad, Sriman. S]'imali).

Srila Prabhupada—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder-acarya of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Srimad-Bhagavatam—the most important of the eight-
een Puranas, which tells of the nature and pastimes
of Lord Krsna and His devotees.

Supersoul—the form of the Lord who resides in every
heart along with the individual soul.

Upanisads—the 108 essential philosophical treatises that
appear within the Vedus.

Varnasrama—the Vedic social system. It organizes socie-
ty into four occupational and four spiritual divisions
(varnas and dasramas). The members of the four varnas
are the brahmanas (intellectuals), the ksatrivas (admi-
nistrators and soldiers), the vaisvas (farmers and busi-
nessmen), and the Sadras (laborers and artisans). The
members of the four asramas are the brahmacaris
(celibate students), grhasthas (married people), vana-
prasthas (retired people). and sannyasis (renunciants).

Vrndavana—the transcendental abode of Lord Krsna,
mirrored on earth as the town in India where Krsna
appeared five thousand years ago.

Vaisnava—a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the
word Visnie).

Vedas—the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord
Himself at the beginning of creation.

Vedic—pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and
related scriptures guide all aspects of human life.

Visnu—in general, any form of the Personality of God-
head (see “Godhead™); in particular, the forms the
Lord manifests to create and sustain the material
world.
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Spothght on Indi

Delhi’s new Hare Krsna complex combines the ancient and the modern to proc

by Yudhisthira Dasa

photos by Rajasekhara Dasa

On April 5, the auspicious day of Sri
Rama Navami (the appearance anni-
versary of Lord Ramacandra), New Del-
hisaw the opening of a magnificent new
temple, inaugurated by the Prime Min-
ister of India, Sri Atal Bihari Vujpayee.
Here is a report about the temple and
the day’s proceedings.

COOL MORNING breeze swept
across my face as | hurriedly
climbed a small flight of stairs

to reach the temple in time for the
mangala-arati, the first worship cer-
emony of the day,at 4:30 A.M. [ crossed
the red sandstone arched gateway,
quickly asking permission to enter
from Jaya and Vijaya—gatekeepers of
Vaikuntha (the spiritual world), guard-
ing here in their carved forms. Just
yesterday their life-size black stone
forms had been installed at the temple
entrance and outside the doorways of
the main temple complex. A huge fire
sacrifice had been performed to invoke
their presence, along with that of
Garuda, the bird-carrier of Lord Visnu.
Vedic mantras had been recited amid
great pomp, the gurukula boys and
devotees singing the Hare Krsna man-

tra throughout. Atright,

I quickly entered the old temple, a priest
which seemed dwarfed by the new worships the
structure in which the Lord would re- Deities during
side from this day onwards. The old the temple-
temple, soon to be converted into the opening
Govinda Restaurant, was for now filled ceremonies.

with devotees from around the globe,
many of whom had come just for the
temple opening. As the curtains drew
to reveal the beautiful form of Sri S
Radha-Parthasarathi,soft prayers gave
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2s True Glory

laim Lord Krsna’s message.

At night, the spires of the
new temple on Hare Krishna
Hill (below) can be seen for
miles around. The main
structures of the complex, at
left, include the temple (far.
left), the museum (far right),
and the building that will
house Govinda’s Restaurant
(foreground).

bow “ann e o samnie, s

Santma Fhe e

o 2N ""‘ ® ®
.o. . 2o o . P L - . .i.". ' ’. o 3

'boc- 0000 0.ttt

a® + *

-

- o .
- ® -

-




way to an ecstatic kirtana. Their Lord-
ships would now be taking up resi-
dence in the gorgeous new temple on
Hare Krishna Hill.

Up the flight of nearly one hundred
steps, the procession began, led by
ISKCON gurus and sannyasis, their
faces full of care and affection for the
Deities. Sounds of conch shells, cym-
bals, mrdangas, and an uproarious
kirtana filled the morning sky.

As I followed the Deities, the first
rays of the sun shone upon the three
Sikharas (domes) standing majestic-
ally above the temple, and on the red
sandstone auditorium and guest house.
From either side of the temple door-
way, the stairways on both sides ex-
tended downwards like outstretched
arms, wrapping around the groves,
pools, fountains, waterfalls, and land-
scaped gardens. A perfect tranquil
setting for spiritual endeavors.

Thirty years ago, Stila Prabhupada
had expressed to Gopal Krishna Go-
swami his desire to build a big proj-
ect in Delhi. In the capital of India.

the temple should be appropriately |

A painting of
Lord Krsnas
pasiimes
graces each
panel of

the octagonal
ceiling of

the temple
(above), filled
with devotees
observing the
Deities’
ceremonial
bath (right).

large. National leaders, the people of | new temple was being performed by

Delhi, visitors from India and abroad

—all could come to learn of Krsna's |

message and have the audience of the
Lord.

While reflecting upon this, I was
looking at the carved form of Srila
Prabhupada sitting on his new vydas-
asana (the seat of the guru) while
the priests chanted mantras. The first
worship of Srila Prabhupada in the
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Gopal Krishna Goswami, who had
made Srila Prabhupada’s dream come
true.

The kirtana became intense as the
traditional installation of the Deity
began. Two hours slipped by rapidly
while devoteesrelished the kirtana and
the sight of the beautiful ceremony.

Soon we all made our way into a
pandal (open-sided tent) near the



Vedic (ulture Is the Real Glory of India

The inaugural address of His Holiness Gopal Krishna Goswami,
ISKCON Governing Body Commissioner.

Gopal Krishna Goswami offers the first worship of Srila Prabhupada in
the new temple.

RESPECTED Prime Minister,
respected Lieutenant Governor,
Ms. Claire Ward, and all devotees
present:

We are very happy that our
Prime Minister has come on this
auspicious occasion. On behalf of
all the devotees of the Interna-
tional Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness, | express my gratitude
to the Prime Minister. All of you,
please accept the good wishes of
Lord Sri Ramacandra.

This center is named “The
Glory of India Vedic Cultural
Center.” The glory of India can
spread light throughout the world.
As a pure devotee of the Supreme
Lord, Srila Prabhupada desired
that the glory of India reach every
corner of the world. Wherever
Srila Prabhupada would go, he
would preach to the Indians and
foreigners, “ You may take advan-
tage of the benefits of technology.
but do not forget your real
culture.”

Srila Prabhupada’s spiritual

masler had ordered him to take
the culture of India to the world.
For nearly twenty-five years, Srila
Prabhupada tried a lot in India,
but could not get much success. So
he went to America, with forty
rupees, in those days about seven
or eight dollars. At the age of
seventy, without a single contact,
he reached America, and there he
had to struggle a lot. But because
he had faith in the words of his
spiritual master, faith in the
teachings of the Lord, he went on
preaching. And now you can see
an ISKCON center in virtually
every corner of the world.

What are the activities of these
centers? They are centers that
enhance the glory of India. Today
people in various parts of the
world are learning the Sanskrit
language. They are speaking Hindi
and Bengali. They are dressing in
dhott, kurta, and sari. You can see
that a member of parliament from
Britain, Ms. Claire Ward, sitting on
the dais, is dressed in a sari. In

every corner of the world people
are coming in contact with
Indian culture because of the
preaching of Srila Prabhupada.
He has translated nearly one
hundred books into English, and
these in turn have been trans-
lated into all the popular lan-
guages of the world. Thousands
of universities are using these
books as reference. Whether you
2o to Cambridge, Oxford, or
Harvard, you will find these
books making a deep impact.

Srila Prabhupada spent a lot
of time in the city of Delhi. He
often mentioned that Delhi,
earlier known as Indraprastha,
used to be the capital of the
world. It was Prabhupada’s
desire that in this most ancient
city of Delhi a center should be
made where people can learn
about Vedic culture and its glory.
And Prabhupada had desired
that the culture of India be
presented through the medium
of technology.

I am very much obliged to all
the devotees, because it is due to
their cooperation that this work
was possible. Without your sup-
port it would not have been
possible to fulfill Prabhupada’s
desire. I am grateful to all of you.

I am happy that in our coun-
try there is a leader who respects
the culture of our country and
who understands the importance
of our culture. I pray to the Su-
preme Lord for His good wishes
and pray that Atal Bihari Vajpay-
eeji can guide this country so as
to increase its glory. The impact
of our culture should increase,
and the people of the entire
world should look towards us,
towards this culture, to find solu-
tions to their problems.
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Eternal Philosophy in a Modern Package

An interview with His Holiness
Gopal Krishna Goswami, govern-
ing body commissioner for the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness in Delhi. He pro-
vided leadership, guidance, and
inspiration to people from all
walks of life to take part in the
marathon effort of building the
new temple and cultural center.

BTG: When you first asked the
Delhi civic authorities for land,
what did you plan to do with it?
Gopal Krishna Goswami: From
the beginning, we had a broad
vision of the ISKCON Delhi
project. We wanted to create a
place that would inspire people to
dedicate their lives to the teach-
ings of Lord Sri Krsna. But we
knew that if we just constructed
another temple in Delhi, it would
not be significant. Hence we
developed the concept of having a
cultural center. Over the years
many devotees came [orth to con-
tribute, and Jhanagamya Dasa put
together all the ideas for develop-
ing the themes for the cultural
center, using multimedia and ani-
matronics. We have a great heri-
tage. and an important spiritual
message Lo give, so we decided to
present this eternal philosophy in
a very modern package.

BTG: Who was your source of
inspiration?

GKG: Back in 1969 when I was
working in Montreal, Srila
Prabhupada wrote me a letter in
which he said, *In the capital city
of Delhi, so many big buildings
have been constructed since
Independence. but not one major
temple. So when you return to
India, you should construct
temples throughout the country.”
BTG: How much did this temple
cost?

GKG: So far we've spent over

20 crore rupees [$5 million] on

this project. When we first started,
in 1982, we had a 1.25-crore
[$312,000] budget. In 1992 the
project was expected to cost 6 to 8
crores [$1.5 million to $2 million].
And at that time we were in anxie-

ty: How would this be raised? But
Prabhupada had always told us,
“Depend on Krsna and make an
effort.” So with that in mind we
started to execute this project. At
one time we didn’t have enough
money to pay for the land. It was
with great difficulty that we
managed to pay for the land. The
cost continued to increase because
the vision for the project ex-
panded. Somehow or other Krsna
provided sufficient funds so that
construction never stopped.

The Hinduja family was very
helpful and gave us encourage-
ment and financial support. Ashok
Hinduja, a gifted architect, helped
actively and was involved in the
planning and construction effort.
Most of the funds came from
friends and devotees from Delhi
and abroad. Our temple devotees
preached nicely, and donors and
life members came forward to
help.

BTG: What are some of the
features of the museum?
GKG: The animatronics show
features computerized, full-
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movement, lifelike robots of
Krsna, Arjuna. and Srila Prabhu-
pada speaking Bhagavad-gita. This
is the only show of its kind in
India. Thousands of people will
enjoy this show and increase their
appreciation for Bhagavad-gita.

We also have a 380-seat theater
in which we're going to present the
Krsna conscious philosophy with
videos and multimedia shows.

The museum will also present
the philosophy of the Vedic scrip-
tures through the medium of dio-
ramas. The sculptures and paint-
ings in the museum will bring to
life the ancient teachings of the
Mahabharata and Ramayana.

We have twelve back-lit color
panels telling about the Hare
Krsna movement. At the inaugural
program, the chief minister, after
seeing those panels, mentioned a
statement from Srila Prabhupada
included there: “Purity is the
force.” This shows the impact of
these exhibits.

BTG: Besides teaching Vedic
culture and philosophy, will the
project do anything more?

GKG: The ISKCON Glory of
India temple will help Indians and
Western visitors appreciate the
ancient culture of India and under-
stand the important teachings of
the Vedas. We hope the high-tech
exhibits and shows will impress
and inspire people to follow spiri-
tual principles and thereby
experience peace, harmony, and
perfection in their lives. People
will appreciate ISKCON's contri-
bution to improve the world. They
will especially develop a deep
sense of gratitude for the selfless
and magnanimous work done by
ISKCON’s founder-acarya, His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada. who will be
honored as one of the greatest
spiritual leaders to grace the earth
in the last century.
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firt, Architecture, and Ambiance

JUST ABOVE THE doorway of
the main temple rests a beautiful
high-relief sculpture of Lord
Visnu’s face. About twenty such
huge sculptures, cast in fiberglass
by an American devotee, Bhakti-
siddhanta Dasa, grace the temple
complex.

“It took me about two years
to do these castings, using local
material and innovative meth-
ods,” Bhaktisiddhanta says.
“Normally this work would have
taken about five to six years, but
Krsna really blessed me.”

Employing more than twenty
skilled people throughout, his
studio created a stunning array
of sculptures depicting stories
from the Mahabharata. Some of
the stories, like that of Ghatot-
kaca, are not so commonly
known.

On the octagonal temple
ceiling, huge triangular paintings,
again from Bhaktisiddhanta's
studio, depict prominent epi-
sodes from the life of Sri Krsna
and Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

“These eight paintings are
the work of devotee artists from
Russia,” says Jidnagamya
Dasa, a professional designer
who has been with ISKCON
since 1972.

Just three years ago Jaana-
gamya took the position of
director for the Glory of India
Experience, the museum side of
the project. Next he intends to
use his skills for a still more
ambitious ISKCON project, at
Mayapur, West Bengal.

Veda Tech: Robots Preach Reality
“My eyes are blinded by this
fearful form. O Krsna, please
show me Your original and most
pleasing form as Govinda.” The
display of the fearful universal
form stops, Arjuna bows down,
and Krsna raises His hands to
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Some of the art, architecture,
and technology of the temple
complex (clockwise from top
left): Chief designer Dina Natha
Dadasa shows the complex
circuitry in one of his robot
creations; lights, mist, fountains,
and waterfalls create a celestial
ambiance; bas reliefs depict
stories from the Mahabharata; a
high relief of Lord Visnu graces
the museum; computerized
robots present the teachings of
Bhagavad-gita.

bless the relieved Arjuna. These
are not drama artists, but robots
performing in a specially housed
animatronics theater.

At the press of a remote but-
ton, the robots start moving—
their arms, their necks, and even
their eyes and lips. Sophisticated
robots have been programmed to
impart the most valuable
teachings of the Bhagavad-gita.

The technical director for this
animatronics experience is a
Croatian brahmacari, Dina
Natha Dasa. His is the human
hand behind the subtle mechani-
cal movements of the robots.

“Every day we have priests
reciting verses from the holy
books,” Dina Natha says. “Now,
this is a new way to reach out to
modern minds.”

The Heavenly Environment

Rolling hills, misty fog, the
sound of water cascading down a
mountain face. temple bells
clanging at a distance, birds
chirping back to their homes
upon the fall of dusk. Such is the
atmosphere created in the
temple precincts. Terraces and
sunken courtyards arrayed
between the buildings create
dynamic spatial relationships,
with a focal point in a spectacular
waterfall—brilliantly lit up at
night. flowing over prismatic red
granite blocks. As the shimmer-
ing water cascades into pools, it
disappears into a rising fog,
creating an ethereal effect. The
fog, sprayed up from the pools by
microfine sapphire nozzles,
spreads gently throughout the
gardens, cooling the air.

This is the artistry of Ravindra
Bhan, architect and landscape
designer. By working with. not
against, a challenging rocky and
hilly site, he has brought forth a
landscape that is a source of
delight and wonder.
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On the ISK(OIl Team

Dedicated ISKCON devotees worked together to build the Glory of India Center.
Here are some of the leading devotees among them.

Lokanath Swami

Lokanath Swami has been one
of the spiritual leaders for the
Krsna consciousness movement in
Delhi for about 20 years; origi-
nally from Maharashtra, he joined
ISKCON in 1971. Lokanath
Maharaja particularly played a
large part in helping find and
acquire the land for the project.
He says, “Having spent the prime
of my youth in Delhi, I have
~ certainly developed some attach-
ment for preaching in this city. I
also have great attachment to the
people of Delhi. But most of all I
have the greatest attachment for
the Deities, Their Divine Lordhips
Sri Sri Radha Parthasarathi.”

Trikalajna Dasa

A devotee with a civil engi-
neering degree, Trikalajiia Dasa
moved back home to Delhi from
London in 1991 to serve as the
president of the temple while it
was under construction, up until
November 1997.

Trikalajna Dasa says, “The
inspiration behind this project
was simply to please Srila Prabhu-
pada. This project is no doubt
unique. Being instrumental in

Sri Srichand Hinduja

Sri Ashok Hinduja

helping to build it was a transcen-
dental experience that doesn’t
come easily.”

Kratu Dasa

Temple president since Novem-
ber 1997, Kratu Dasa is a disciple
of Srila Prabhupada and a mature
administrator and preacher. He
says, “Our biggest challenge lies
ahead, to use the facilities for
making people Krsna conscious.”
Another of his interests is to invite

students from schools and colleges.

Maha-mantra Dasa

A former lawyer and member
of [SKCON since the early eigh-
ties, Maha-mantra Dasa became
ISKCON Delhi’s vice president
and communications director in
1993. He contributed considerably
by raising funds and gaining gov-
ernmental support. His request to
the Prime Minister: “Rename the
area surrounding the temple as
Sant Prabhupada Nagar instead
of Sant Nagar.”

Life Membership Team

A team of qualified and dedi-
cated devotees worked hard to
enlist support from many
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fl Word of Thanks

The International Society for Krishna Consicousness
would like to sincerely thank Sri Srichand Hinduja
and Sri Ashok Hinduja, who through the Hinduja
Foundation generously supported the New Delhi
temple project. The Foundation gave a large financial
contribution, and Sri Ashok Hinduja played a signifi-
cant role in planning the architecture of the project.
We pray that Sri Sri Radha-Parthasarathi will shower
blessings upon them and their families.

ISKCON life members and
donors to help in the project.
Radha Damodar Dasa, an Ayur-
vedic doctor, with ISKCON since
1982, is the [SKCON Delhi’s vice
president and life membership
director. Ram Nam Dasa, a
mechanical engineer, also dou-
bles as the computer expert.
Samba Dasa is an excellent cook
and preacher. Krsna Priya Dasa
is a medical doctor and ardent
supporter of the project.
Vrajendra-nandana Dasa is an
erstwhile media person and
president of the Punjabi Bagh
temple in New Delhi. Braja
Bhakti Vilasa Dasa, a profes-
sional designer, says, “I wish to
maintain the Deity altar and
design clothes for Them.”
Rocana Dasa is a former student
of psychology and a leading
preacher. Balabhadra Dasa is the
director of Delhi’s Hare Krishna
Food for Life program. Varaha
Dasa is a classical Bengali
bhajana singer. Mohana Rupa
Dasa is the director of the Youth
Forum. Yadukulesvara Dasa is a
preacher. These are just a few
among the many other members
of the ISKCON team.



(continued from page 21)
of parliament from the U.K.,Ms. Claire
Ward;former U.S.congressman Steven
Solarz; and the ambassador of Russia.
Adding a dash of glitter were movie
stars Hema Malini and Sunil Dutt.
The Prime Minister then addressed
the gathering, glorifying Srila Prabhu-
pada. ISKCON, and the devotees, in
his bilingual speech.

Throughout the day. thousands of
people thronged to see Sri Sri Radha

A TEAM OF TOP Indian profes-
sionals worked together to give

~ the Glory of India Vedic Cultural
Center its architecture and design.
Mr. A. P. Kanvinde served as the
chief architect. One of India’s
foremost architects and recipient
of the prestigious Padma Sri
award, Mr. Kanvinde had never
before designed a temple. But
impressed by the devotional spirit
of project director Mr. C. J. Dave
(Caturmasya Dasa), and after hav-
ing met Gopal Krishna Goswami,
he took up the project, offering
his services without charge.

Caturmasya Dasa was ably
assisted by Mr. G. L. Nagar. a
retired aircraft maintenance
engineer, and Mr. A. S. Rana. Mr.
Ravindra Bhan, a professor of
architecture at an American uni-
versity. designed the landscape.
Mr. Sumit Ghosh, a professional
architect, designed the interiors.
Mr. S. V. Damle was the structural
engineer.

Mr. Kanvinde took advantage
of the hilly site in the design.

“The whole setting—which
climbs up on top of the rocks—is
unique,” he says. “It contributes to
the spiritual experience.” He adds,
“In the old city survey maps. this
hill is known as Govardhana Hill.”

Surely the most striking aspect
of the design is the sikharas
(domes).

“The hollow sikhara is an

Parthasarathi. All were served sump-
tuous prasadam in the halls above the
gardens.

In the evening: devotional dramas
and songs, a procession by gurukula
boys riding on three elephants, dances
performed by devotees from Mani-
pur, and a display of fireworks above
the colored fountains in the gardens.

I walked back toward the guest
rooms reflecting on the glorious day,
my spirits enlivened by one of the

Designed with Devotion

important symbolic element of
openness,” Mr. Kanvinde expains.
“Historically there was stone over
stone, completely solid. So I
opened it as a source of space. We
have also created lighting effects
from inside the §ikhara at night. It

finest moments for ISKCON, with
the leaders of the nation glorifying the
Bhagavad-gita and recognizing the
contribution of Srila Prabhupada,
who had spread the message of the
Bhagavad-gita throughout the world.
Spiritual seekers from throughout the
world can now come to find authen-
tic knowledge at the Sri Sri Radha
Parthasarathi Temple and ISKCON
Hinduja Glory of India Vedic Cultural
Center.

will be seen from many miles.”

In summary, he says, “1 feel that
the Glory of India Project is a
fusion of the past and the present:
India’s ancient culture of the past,
presented for the people of the
present.”

The project’s
designers (clockwise
from top left):

A. P Kanvinde,

Sumit Ghosh,

G. L. Nagar, Ravindra
Bhan, C.J. Dave,

8. V. Damle. Below,
the temple glows in
the night sky.
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MAHABHARATA

THE HISTOR YOI

GURESACTOE R TN DA

Jarasandha
Challenged

Krsna, Bhima, and Arjuna, disguised as brahmanas,
beg charity from the wicked but charitable king.

Translated from Sanskrit

by Hridayananda Dasa Goswami

The sage Vaisampayana is telling the history of the
Pandavas to their great-grandson, King Janamejaya.
As the narration continues, Lord Krsna has been
discussing with King Yudhisthira the need to defeat
King Jarasandha, who is holding many kings hos-
tage. Jarasandha’s defeat will entitle Yudhisthira to
perform the Rajasiiya sacrifice and become world
emperor. Now Krsna reveals His plan to kill Jara-
sandha. [Abridged from the original translation. ]

sandha’s destruction has now come. He cannot be
conquered in battle, even by all the gods and
demons, but We perceive that he can be conquered
in a personal duel. Strategy lies with Me, strength
with Bhima, and Arjuna will guard both of us. Like
three fires, we shall take care of him, O king.
“When the three of us privately challenge that
monarch, he will surely step forward to fight one
of us. He has so belittled the world, and he is so
emboldened by his vast power, that he will surely
come forward to fight Bhimasena. With great arms
and great power, Bhimasena can destroy him, just
as death is able to destroy the agitated world. If

I ORD KRSNA said, “The precise moment for Jara-

your heart knows Me, and if you are convinced
about Me, assign Bhimasena and Arjuna to this task
at once. Entrust them to Me.”

Thus addressed by the Lord, Yudhisthira re-
plied, while gazing upon Bhima and Arjuna, who
stood with jubilant faces.

“Acyuta! O infallible one! Never, never speak
like that [as if I did not fully trust You], O punisher of
the hostile. We exist under Your shelter, for You are
the Lord and protector of the Pandavas. However You
speak, it is most proper. Certainly You do not lead
those upon whom the goddess of fortune has turned
her back. Jarasandha is already slain. and the kings
are freed, and I have achieved the Rajastya, for [ abide
by Your command. O swift doer, who are beyond all
men, act in such a way that this task, which is my duty
and a duty for the sake of the entire world, will be
rightly accomplished.

“Without you three I have no strength to live,
just as a man suffering ill health and thereby be-
reft of his wealth, pleasure, and religion cannot bear
to live. Arjuna will not be without Krsna, nor Krsna
without Arjuna. In this world there is no one these
two cannot conquer. That is my opinion. And this

Illustration by Puskara Dasa
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King Jarasandha hears the challenge of Lord Krsna, Bhima, and Arjuna.



The Main Characters |

The Pandavas—Though the name Pandava means “son of Pandu,” the

five Pandavas were sired by demigods

the three eldest Pandavas

(Yudhisthira, Bhima, and Arjuna) in the womb ol King Pandu’s wife
Kunti,and the youngest (the twins, Nakula and Sahadeva) in the womb
of Pandu’s wife Madri. The Pandavas are sometimes called “Bharata™
or “best of the Bharatas,” because they come in the dynasty of King

Bharata.

The Kurus—The sons of both Pandu and Dhrtarastra (the uncle of the

Pandavas who because of blindness could not become the king)) descend-

ed from King Kuru, but the name Kurus usually refers to Dhrtarastra’s
sons, the eldest of whom is Duryodhana.

Bhisma—A respected elder of the Kuru dynasty, he is the uncle of

Dhrtarastra, Pandu, and Vidura.

handsome Bhima is the best of the
strong. What can this illustrious hero
not do when he stands with you two!

“Massive strength, well guided, ac-
complishes the greatest task. The wise
with theirclearvision must guide power,
which is blind and dumb. Those rich
in intelligence lead water to the low
ground, where there is least resistance,
and to assure victory, they lead power
to a weak and open point. Therefore,
we shallstrive for successin this task by
taking shelter of You, Lord Krsna, who
are celebrated throughout the world
as the Supreme Person, for You know
how to plan and execute policy in the
most logical way. Thus. dear Krsna, to
accomplish one’s aim in all objectives,
one must place strength, wisdom, and
leadership at the forefront, joined by
the means of action.

“To achieve our aim, certainly Ar-
juna, son of Prtha, must follow Krsna,
the best of the Yadus, and Bhima must
follow Arjuna. In them are strength,
leadership, and victory, and there will
be success in this endeavor.”

ENTERING
JARASANDHA’S KINGDOM

Thus addressed. those brothers of
vast might—Krsna, Bhima,and Arjuna
—encouraged by the moving state-
ments of their loving friends, departed
forthwith toward the King of Magadha,
concealing themselves in the garments

of brilliant brahmana students just
graduated from their studies. Burning
with rage over the injurics and insults
to their relatives in the royal line, those
three seemed like the sun, the moon,
and fire. Their appearance was at once
handsome and terrible.

Yudhisthira Maharaja watched as
Krsna and Arjuna—inspired and fixed
on a single task, invincible in battle
departed, with awesome Bhimaleading
the way.Seeing them, Yudhisthira knew
Jarasandha to be a dead man. Krsna
and Arjuna had the power to control,
to execute all duties, to accomplish all
the tasks of religion, business,and plea-
sure,and to overthrow and destroy the
wicked. .

The three infallible heroes, heading l
ast, crossed over the Ganges and the
Sona and arrived at the kingdom of
Magadha, whose sesame trees covered
the land like a verdant breastplate.
Reaching Mount Goratha, which was
always filled with a wealth of cows,
abundant water, and beautiful woods,
they gazed upon the capital city of
Magadha.

Lord Krsna said to Arjuna, “This is
the beautiful capital of Magadha—a
great and charming land always free
from troubles, filled with herds and
abundant water, and rich with fine
mansions. My friend, these five shining
mountains with magnificent peaks are
the wide Vaihara, Vrsabha, Varaha, |
Asi-giri, and Caityaka. These moun- |
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tains, with their refreshing forests, join
together as if to protect the capital,
which is thus known as Girivraja, ‘the
city enclosed by mountains.’

“Jarasandhais confident that he will
inevitably achieve his goals,but we shall
now approach him and cut down his
pride.”

When Lord Krsna had spoken thus,
the brothers with their vast power—
Krsna of the Vrsnis and the two sons
of Pandu—advanced toward the city
of the Magadhas. They approached
the impregnable Girivraja, a pros-
perous city of lavish festivals that
was filled with satisfied, healthy peo-
ple living by the fourfold division of
society.

Instead of approaching the main
gate.the three,eager to kill Jarasandha,
ran along attractive Caityaka Moun-
tain, at the end of the mountain range
protecting the city. Then, as if to smash
the head of their enemy, they struck
with their wide arms the fixed wide
summit of the mountain, so very great
and ancient. Simply with their arms the
heroes threw down that immovable
peak, which was well established and
worshiped with garlands.

Then they caught sight of the city of
the Magadhas and made their entrance.
At that very moment the priests were
carrying a fire around Jarasandha as he
sal on an elephant, in this way fully
worshiping the king.

O Bharata. dressed like devout reli-
gious students whose only weapons
are their bare arms, and hankering to
do battle with Jarasandha, the three
warriors made their entrance. They ob-
served the extraordinary opulence of
the prosperous food and flower mar-
kets, richly stocked with all the finest
products and all desirable luxuries.

Krsna, Bhima, and Arjuna, those
best of men, went along the king’s
highway. Seeing the wealth of the
shopping district, they forcibly took
flower garlands from a florist with their
mighty arms. Thus dressed with
detachment yet adorned with garlands
and polished earrings, they proceeded
to the abode of the clever Jarasandha,
gazing upon it as Himalayan lions gaze
upon a cow pen.

Those three were known for the
strength of their arms, and now those
arms, adorned with sandalwood and



Jarasandha, a monarch fixed
in honesty, condemned his three mighty guests
Jfor having come in disguise.

aloe, were as handsome and splendid
asmagnificent pillars of stone. The peo-
ple of Magadha were filled with wonder
as they looked upon those three. who
had deep.wide chests. The three heroes
moved like lordly clephants and stood
tall like hard sala trees.

RECEIVING
THE “BRAHMANAS”

Passing through three chambers
crowded with people, those very
powerful bulls among men proudly
approached the King. Jarasandha rose
to meet them and attended them with
proper rites and reception, for they
were worthy of a foot bath, the re-
spectful offering of milk and honey,
and all the honor due the saintly.

That commanding king then said to
them,*Welcome!™

The king was well known for his
vow: Whenever he heard of the arrival
of religious students—brahmanas—
that conquering king would rise to
receive them, O Bharata, even if it
were midnight. But when he saw the
unique raiment of those three heroes,
Jarasandha was amazed., O best of
kings, even as he attended on them.

And those three leaders of men,
each a slayer of his foes, said upon
seeing King Jarasandha, “Our best
wishes, O king. May you be well!”

Each of the three heroes was de-
termined to carry out the mission,
O tiger of a king, as they studied the
monarch and looked at one another.

To Krspa and the two Pandavas,
who were all disguised as brahmanas,
Jarasandha then said, *Be seated.”

Thereupon the three mighty per-
sonalities took their seats and blazed
forth with charisma like the three fires
that blaze at a great sacrifice. Jara-
sandha, a monarch fixed in honesty.
then condemned his guests for having
come in disguise, O Kauravya.

“People do not become genuine
snataka students just by wearing gar-
lands and sandal paste on their bodies.
In this world of men. everything is
known to me. You people wear flowery
wreaths, but your arms bear the scars

of the bowstring. You claim to be of

the brahmana community, but you
wield the power of warriors. Thus
outwardly you dress with detachment,
yelyouwear garlands and sandal paste.
Speak the truth! Who are you? Honesty
is appealing among those of the royal
order. Why in the world did you tear
down the peak of Caityaka Mountain?
Why didn’t you just enter our city
through the gate? Why do you have no
fear of offending a king? These are the
actions of inscrutable men. Whatis your
plan now? Speak, men, for prowess in
speech is the mark of a brahmana.

“Now that you have come to me,
why not accept the honor we have
properly arranged? Take it! What do
you want from us in coming here?”

Thus addressed, the very wise and
cloquent Krsna replied with words that
were both profound and polished.

“Brahmanas, warriors, and mer-
chants may all take the vow of a sna-
taka, O king. Some of them follow
special rules, and others do not. A war-
rior who always observes his special
religious rule attains success. Success is
sure for those who wear flowers, and
hence we wear them.

“A warrior’s speech is known to be
innocent of arrogance. O son of Brhad-
ratha, for his power lies in his arms, not
his speech. The creator has invested
His own power in the arms of the ksat-
riva warriors. I you wish to see that, O
king, then without doubt you will see it
today.”

“Cultured people do not enter an
enemy’s house through the front gate,
but they always enter the house of a
sincere friend through the front. Thus
we have shunned your city’s gate. We
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do not accept honor from an enemy,
having come to his house on a mission.
Know that to be our eternal vow!™

CHALLENGE ACCEPTED

Jarasandha said, "I don’t remember
that we ever had a feud with you peo-
ple. and on reflection I fail to see any
hostile act I may have committed
against you. When there is no hostility
between us, how can you think of me
as your enemy, when I have committed
no offense? Explain it, learned ones,
for that is the custom of the saintly. It
pains the mind, actually. to see such a
violation of justice. Though a warrior
be of royal blood, his mind will burn
with pain if he starts a fight with an
innocent person, thus violating the
sacred law.

“One who knows the principles of
justice and takes great vows, but who
acts otherwise, comes to a disastrous
end and ruins all the good in his life. In
all the three worlds, [ am the best of
those who follow the warrior code of
honor, for I am sinless. Yet even know-
ing this, you three prattle on. as if you
were all mad.

Lord Krsna said, “There is one par-
ticular man, Maharaja, who bears a
responsibility toward his dynasty. and
by his order we three have set forth on
our mission. You, king, have invented
the wicked practice of abducting and
corralling ruling warriors. men who
were living with their people and pro-
tecting the innocent, and now you seek
to kill them in a sacrificial rite. Having
invented this cruel atrocity, how can
youconsideryourselfsinless? O exalted
monarch, how can a king so injure
saintly rulers? Having arrested those
kings. you wish to offer them to Lord
Siva.

“0 son of Brhadratha, your evil
deed would be on our hands, for we

(please turn to page 60)
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Ted’s Big Gift

by Panca Tattva Dasa

EDTURNER,founderofthe Cable

News Network (CNN) and vice
chairman of Time Warner, pledged a
donation of §1 billion last year to the
United Nations. At the time, his net
worth had risen in nine months by over
$1 billion. (To carn $1 billion, an aver-
age American family with a $40,000
annual income would need to work for
27.000 years.) Mr. Turner has long been
critical of wealthy people who give little
ornothing to charity. He says America’s
super-rich are too preoccupied with
their competitive rankings in Forbes
magazine to be concerned with the
plight of others.

A billion dollars is an enormous
sum, the equivalent of the annual oper-
ating budget of the United Nations.
Ted Turner is going to give it in $100
million portions over a ten-year pe-
riod. The money is not to be used for
administrative costs. Instead, it will be
goingdirectly to projects such asinocu-
lations forchildren and removal of land
mines.

When asked why he would give
away so much money, Ted replied that
it makes him feel good. He takes inspi-
ration from the Charles Dickens clas-
sic novel A Christmas Carol and from
the happiness Ebenezer Scrooge felt
when he became kindhearted toward
Bob Cratchit and his family.

Sacrificing one’s hard-earned mon-
ey for a worthwhile cause is no doubt
commendable. But we should deter-
mine which cause is most truly worth-
while. So many questions arise when
considering how to benefit others.

Transcendental Commenta

Should I give indiscriminately to the
poor? Should I give to a hospital to
fund cancer research? What about the
International Red Cross or the United
Nations—they do humanitarian work
all over the world, don’t they?

The real need of humanity, whether
rich or poor, young or old, healthy or
diseased. isforadvancementin the spiri-
tualrealization of Krsna consciousness.
If a person acts for someone else’s
welfare without addressing the needs
of the soul, the result will be limited
and temporary. Srila Prabhupada gives
the eloquent example of saving a
drowning man’s coat instead of the
man himself. If we lessen someone’s
distress with money but the person
goes on in ignorance, piling up sinful
reactions and falling further into the
ruin of repeated birth and death, how
have we really helped him?

Seeing to the material needs of the
human society has its place, but it must
take secondary consideration to the
spiritual needs. The International Soci-
ety for Krishna Consciousness has a
variety of programs to meet spiritual
needs: daily worship of Krsna in the
temple, education in the science of
Krsna consciousness, distribution of
books of transcendental knowledge,
worldwide distribution of prasadam
(food offered to Krsna) to nurture body
and soul, and congregational chanting
of the holy names of God. These efforts
will save the drowning man.

In the Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna
tells Arjuna that one should be fully
absorbed in loving thought of Him,
the Supreme Lord. If unable to do this,
one should carefully take to the rules
and regulations of devotional yoga to
gradually come to the platform of spon-
tancous love for God. If this proves
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too difficult, one should simply try to
work for God, and in this way come
to the next platform. If one is unable
to work for God, Krsna explains, then
one should try to give up all the results
of one’s work and try to be self-situ-
ated. Srila Prabhupada explains that
one can sacrifice some wealth or en-
ergy for a good cause. He writes, “In
that respect, social service, community
service, national service, sacrifice for
one’s country, ete., may be accepted so
that some day one may come to the
stage of pure devotional service to the
Supreme Lord.”

So Lord Krsna recommends mun-
dane philanthropy, but only if the giver
candono better,owing Lo lack of knowl-
edge or other circumstances. A person
fortunate enough to receive the mercy
of the Lord and His devolees may get a
chance to help spread Krsna conscious-
ness. That will do great and lasting good
for him and all mankind.

Titanic Disasters

by Giriraja Swami

A IWAIT AT the dentists office, my
eyes fall on the cover of an issue
of Life magazine. A huge ship, half sub-
merged, heads down into a vast, dark
ocean. People gather frantically around
therailings of her upward-poised stern.
In the foreground, other people sit
stunned in a lifeboat, watching. Lights
from the ship reflect dimly on the water
and the small lifeboat as its passengers
row away from the destiny awaiting
those left on board. Superimposed on
the night sky, an eye stares, captivated
by the ghastly spectacle.

A haunting picture with a title to
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match: “Titanic Fever—Why we can’t
look away from disasters.”

The article describes various disas-
ters in history: the eruption of Mount
Vesuvius in A.D. 79, which buried
Pompeii and its 20,000 citizens under
20 feet of volcanic ash; the Great Chi-
cago Fire of 1906, which ravaged 2,000
acres of the city and killed 250 people;
the Lisbon earthquake of 1755, in
which 60,000 died; the great Boston
Molasses Flood. in which a fountain
of molasses burst out of a distillery’s
cast-iron tank and oozed through the
streets, suffocating 21 people: the 1986
explosion of the space shuttle Chal-
lenger, telecast live before millions:
and almost 50 years before that, the
crash of the zeppelin Hindenberg,
broadcast live over the radio to mil-
lions of listeners. No dearth of disasters
in world history.

The article focuses on people’s [as-
cination with the Titanic.* Titanimania™
has given rise to dozens of books. a
CD-ROM. atelevision movie,a Broad-
way musical, a blockbuster Hollywood
film, a multimillion-dollar exhibition
of Titanic artifacts, and even a cook-
book: Last Dinner on the Titanic.

Although advertised as a ship that
could never sink. the Titanic sank on
her maiden voyage after just four days
at sea. Built as the largest, most luxuri-
ous ocean liner of that time, her con-
struction cost $7.5 million and engaged
thousands of workers. She boasted a
crew of 892—two lor every three pas-
sengers—and, remarkable for 1912,
amenities such as a gymnasium, a
swimming pool. and Turkish baths.
The passengers would have every-
thing they needed and would dine on
delicacies.

Everything seemed set for a comfor-

ry on the Issues of the Day

table and pleasurable voyage. Among
the elite on board were millionaire real-
tor John Jacob Astor, millionaire re-
tailer Isidor Straus, millionaire indus-
trialist George Widener, and English
artist Francis Millet. Passengers’ spirits
were high as the Titanic left South-
ampton port. One thing was sure in
their minds: the journey would be
safe.

After two days at sea. the captain
began to receive warnings of ice and
bad weather ahead. Two days later. on
Sunday, April 13. 1912. there was not
much sign of weather change, so the
captain retired early,leaving the shipin
the hands of other crew members. He
told them to rouse him if the situation
became “at all doubtful.”

Crewmen posted in the crow’s
nest had no binoculars. and the ship’s
wireless operator, overburdened by
demands from passengers, failed to re-
spond to repeated bad-weather warn-
ings. While life on the great luxury liner
carried on with abandon, she was
moving into treacherous waters. The
crew of the 46.329 tons of Titanic,
plowing through the Atlantic waves
at 21 knots, spotted the iceberg too
late to divert the ship from inevitable
disaster.

At first none of the passengers took
the collision seriously. But as water
gushed into five of her front compart-
ments. and her nose started to dip, real-
ity took hold: the Titanic was sinking.

More than 1,500 people would go
down with the Titanic that night. Those
who got away in lifeboats lived to tell
the tale. The rest held on till the last
minute, before plunging into the icy
North Atlantic waters as the ocean
swallowed the great ship.

Reading the article, I recalled Prah-
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lada Maharaja’s prayer to Nrsimha-
deva (Lord Krsna’s half-man, half-lion
incarnation) in Srimad-Bhagavatam

(7.9.19):

balasya neha saranant pitarau nysiviha
nartasya cagadam udanvati majjato
nauh
taptasya tat-pratividhir ya ihaijasestas
tavad vibho tanu-bhytan tvad-

upeksitanam

“My Lord Nrsimhadeva. O Supreme,

| because of a bodily conception of life,

embodiedsoulsneglected andnot cared
for by You cannot do anything for their
betterment. Whatever remedies they
accept, although perhaps temporarily
beneficial, are certainly impermanent.
For example, a father and mother can-
not protect their child, a physician and
medicine cannot relieve a suffering pa-
tient, and a boat on the ocean cannot
protect a drowning man.”

In the purport Srila Prabhupada
writes,Through parental care.through
remedies for different kinds of disease,
and through means of protection on
the water, in the air, and on land, there
is always an endeavor for relief from
various kinds of suffering in the ma-
terial world. but none of them are guar-
anteed measures for protection. . . .
Ultimately the shelter is the Lord, and
one who takes shelter of the Lord is
protected. This is guaranteed. . ..

“In the history of the world. no one
has been successful in conquering the
miseries imposed by material nature.
... Our humble attempt to propagate
the Krsna consciousness movement all
over the world is the only remedy that
can bring about a peaceful and happy
way of life.”

Although everyone in the material
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world is trying to deflect the attacks of
material nature, the efforts have never
succeeded. In Bhagavad-gita the cre-
ator Himself certifies the material world
as a place of misery (duhkhalayam
asasvatam). Only surrender tothe Lord
can save us.

Srila Prabhupada says. “The ma-
terial world is full of dangers (padar
padam yad vipadam). For example, if
one is on the ocean one may have a

very strong ship,but thatship can never
be safe; because one is at sea there may
be dangers at any time. The Titanic was
safe, but on its first voyage it sank. and
many important men lost their lives.
So danger must be there, because we
are in a dangerous position. The ma-
terial world itself 1s dangerous. There-
fore our business now should be to
cross over this sea of danger as soon as

a1

possible.” (Teachings of Queen Kunti)

New from BACK TO GODHEAD!

CORRESPONDENCE
COURSES

Accredited Study of Srila Prabhupada’s Books and Teachings
Now you can gain transcendental knowledge with a guided, in-depth
study of the writings and teachings of Lord Krsna’s pure devotee, at
your own pace and in your own home.

Each course includes a textbook, a lesson binder, and a per-
sonal review of your work by qualified brahmana teachers. You may
choose to conducet your studies via e-mail, regular post. or fax.

Upon successful completion of your study, you will receive a
Course Certificate and credit from the Florida Vedic College.

Iintroduction to Bhagavad-gita As It Is
15 lessons — $108*
Teachings of Lord Caitanya
12 lessons — $108*
Karma and Reincarnation
7 lessons — $89%
Journey of Self Discovery
3 lessons — $50*
Readings in Vedic Literature
3 lessons — $50*
To enroll send check or money order to: Back to Godhead Corres-
pondence Courses, PO. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA

For further information call
the BTG Editorial Offices at (904) 462-7794,

“In this world there is nothing so sublime
and pure as transcendental knowledge.”

#Please add 10% shipping costs for textbooks and course materials
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Instead of being disturbed by the
waves in the material ocean, which
perpetually come and go, we should
tolerate the waves and try to cross
the ocean to safety, to the shore of
the spiritual world. How? By the boat
of Lord Krsna's lotus feet:

samasrita ye pada-pallava-plavam
mahat-padar punya-yaso murdareh

bhavambudhir vatsa-padam param padam
padam padam yad vipadarm na tesam

“For those who have accepted the boat
of the lotus feet of the Lord, who is
the shelter of the cosmic manifesta-
tion and is famous as Murari, the en-
emy of the Mura demon, the ocean of
the material world is like the water
contained in a call’s hoofprint. Their
goal is param padam, Vaikuntha, the
place where there are no material mis-
eries, not the place where there is dan-
gerateverystep.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam
10.14.58)

Shall we make no practical effort to
protect ourselves? We should take nor-
mal precautions. Yet, as Srila Prabhu-
pada writes, “although as a matter of
routine duty one must of course accepl
other remedial measures, no one can
protect one who is neglected by the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.”

[f Krsna wants to save someone, no
one can kill him, and if Krsna wants to
kill someone, no one can save him
(rakhe krsna mare ke mare krsna rakhe
ke). “Unless one is protected by the
mercy of the Lord,” Srila Prabhupada
writes, “no remedial measure can act
effectively. One should consequently
depend fully on the causeless mercy of
the Lord.”

A person completely surrendered
to Lord Krsna is confident of Krsna's
protection in all circumstances. Know-
ing that Krsna is ultimately the well-
wishing protector of His devoted ser-
rant, the devotee accepls any situation
as the Lord’s mercy. Srila Prabhu-
padaexplains that we should not think,
“Because I have become a devotee,
there will be no danger or suffering.”
Devotees like Prahlada Maharaja, the
Pandavas, Vasudeva and Devaki, and
Haridasa Thakura apparently suffered
greatly. But they never gave up faith in
Krsna. Rather, when a devotee faces

(please turn to page 560)



The art of B.G. Sharma

Now available as poster-size full-color prints!

B.G. Sharma is recognized as the foremost living
painter of Indian miniatures. Famous throughout
India for his originality in composition, design, and
ornamentation, he has influenced and inspired many
other artists on the subcontinent. While Sharma is
accomplished in the traditional schools of Kangra,
Kishangarh, and Mughal painting, he has developed
a unique style that has contributed significantly to
hoth rraditional and contemporary Indian art.

Each picture is titled and printed on glossy canvas
with a gold border and white background. 19" x 28"

$6.95, 13" x 19" $9.95

Krishna and Balarama Cowherding
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Radha and Krishna Meet
5 : 19" x 28"
Lord of the Cows 19" x 18"

THE HARE

Krishna Instructs Arjuna on the Battlefield
[B sl = 1 5t

Nanda Kumar 19" x 28"

Radha-Syama 134" x 19" Krishna Leaving Vrindavan 13V x 19" more iﬂSide
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New from the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust

NARADA-BHAKTI-SUTRA

THESECRETS OF TRANSCENDENTAL LOVE

HIS DIYINE GRACE

A.C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI ERABHUPADA @
Froander e of the 5
Sl Scelecy e Krntssa Craissmmas \
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Narada-bhakti-sutra
The Secrets of Transcendental Love
By His Divine f\j race

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada and his disciples

The sage Narada's 84 jewellike
aphorisms on devotion reveal

the secrets of love of God.

This translation with commentary
was begun by Prabhupada and
completed by his disciples.
Softhound, 213 pages. $9.95

Mukunda-mala-stotra
The Prayers of King Kulaselchara
By His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada and his disciples

King Kulasekhara was one of the
twelve Alvars, or ecstatic mystic
poets, of South India. Prabhupada
would often quote the king’s prayers,
and he began a translation and com-
mentary on the Mukunda-mala-stotra,
which his disciples have completed.

Softhound, 158 pages. $9.95

HIS DIVINE GEACE
AT, BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA
Vbl o s e sy T i b

The Quest

For Enlightenment
By His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada

Like The Science of Self-Realization,
this book is a collection of articles
originally published in Back to
Godhead magazine. Hardbound,

278 pages. $9.95

On Social Issues
By Harikesa Swami

A collection of talks and
writings on the varnasrama
system in ISKCON, this
book is especially intended
for devotees, who should
already understand the
fundamentals. Hardbound,

308 pages. $13.50

ke )

» Confallible sag

Gopal the Infallible
By Sita Gilbakian

This beautifully illustrated
children’s book retells some
of Lord Krsna's childhood

pastimes. Color throughout.

Hardbound, 40 pages. $5.95

Other New Books

Spiritual Warrior 11

Transforming Lust into Love
By Bhaktitirtha Swami

A collection of lectures
examining the topic of lust
and love. 238 pages.
Hardbound $19.95,
softbound $12.95

Cc.Asraya

A nhax
I CA

SATSVAHUFA DASA GOSWAMI

Cc. Asraya
A Diary While Attempting to

Read Svi Caitanya-caritamyta
By Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami

'ound myself anchored to
“I found myself ancl |

the reading of Ce.,” the
author writes. “It was my
polestar, and I found myself
returning to it again and
again.” Softbound, 200 pages.

$12.95



The teachings of His Divine Grace

A.C. Bhaktivendanta

Swami Prabhupada

We carry all of Srila Prabhupada’s books and lectures currently available.

The Classics

hard, $13.95; vinyl, $9.95
The Science of Self-Realization, deluxe,
$13.95; hard, $9.95; soft, $3.95
Stimad-Bhagavatam, 12 cantos,
18 volumes. $399.95
Sri ( Saitanya-caritamrta, cnmplcrc,
9 volumes. $349.50
The Nectar of Devotion, $14.95
Teachings of Lord Caitanya, reprint,
$14.25
Teachings of Queen Kunti, $13.95
Teachings of Lord Kapila, $13.95

TEACHIMGS OF
LORD CAITANYA

Bhagavad-gita As It Is, deluxe, $24.95;

GIFT
CERTIFICATES!

Call for details: 1-800-800-3284.
Outside U.S. and Canada:
1-910-871-2620.

Srila
Prabhupada’s
VedaBASE

All of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s recorded words
on one CD! You can

now have the Veda-
BASE for monthly
payments of only $25 .
And there is no interest

The Vintage
Series Volumes 1-9

. e charge! Complete
Bhajanas by Srila St Ol
works, $595; books

never before released

Prabhupada

only, $295.
This 9-CD set consists =
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on CD. Includes
storage folder. $79.95
(Individual CDs:
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Srila Prabhupada Lectures on CD

CDM-31—1. Our Eternal Position, SB (11/14/72-VEN) 29:44;
2. Temple Worship, Preaching, J\/luhahhagm'm, Be 7.1 (12/13/72-
AHM) 41:30

CDM-3 2—1. Today's “Civilized” Man Is Less than the Lowest Animal, SB

4 (9/19/72-LA) 23:13; 2. Lamenting the Loss of a Bag of Chemicals,
H;_{ i.iﬁ—’t) (11/30/72-HYD) 41:52
CDM-33—1. “If You Actually Want Freedom from This Material
Bondage . . .7, SB 2.3.19 (6/15/72-LA) 35:15
2. The Rascals’” Business Is to Kill Kvishna, SB 1.2

SPECIAL OFFER!
Free CD storage case

with the purchase
® of 24 CDs!

34 (11/13/72-VRN) 32:27

$5.95 each. Complete set is 1-33. Please call for details.

FROM OUTSIDE U.S. AND CANADA (910) 871-2620




Clothing, Deities, and much more. ..

. B Saris
NOW AVAILABLE! =y South Indian $39.95
- 2 1 Orissan $35.95

Original drawings by Puskara :
Dasa for BTG’s Mahabharata serial-
ization. From $125 to $300. Call to

_ : i Kurtas
order or for more information. (M.L) $13.95

Cholis
(plain cotton) $11.95

Salwars
. (Punjabi suits) $49.95
Windows to

- Windowsto the Spiritual World : Petticoats
= T 1 il [[ 1'[| W []l ‘t' Spiritrealism and the (ruffled bottom,
: 1[” e Axt of Puskar \ X 5 variety of colors) $15.95

By Robert Masla Toshirts

Jagannatha (S, M, L)
Nrsimhadeva (S, M, L, XL)

Maha-mantra in Devanagari
(S, M, L, XL)

Short sleeves, $11.95
Long sleeves, $14.95

An adventure of cultural
transformation and self-
realization seen through the

paintings of Puskara Dasa, one
of ISKCON's most accom-
plished artists. 184 pages,
hardbound with dust j}]t‘.](t.‘!,

poher Mt 105 color plates, 35 b&w

g : Sty Deities
photos and drawings. $45 Gaura-Nitai (4"), $23.95
Ramayana: QOutht (dress, jewelry, crown),
e = e = == i T A Journey $9.95/set
BTG Service Center By Ranchor Prime (_;"HITU_N.[L.M 5'), $29.95
QOutfit, $l9.93}»u

P O. Box 259, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, USA . .
! Ranchor Dasa, a senior

Phone: (800) 800-3284; outside USA and Canada: Il St

+1 (910) 871-2620 e Fax: +1 (910) 871-3641

Radha-Krsna (4"), $23.95
; Qutfit, $19.95/set
E-mail: archives@earthlink.net ® Wehsite: www.krsna.com p:ld‘;l, telle l'i.‘u_‘ L.I.“L. o
of Lord Rama in a way i wn
that is authentic yet {MRIA M A VAN A
accessible to Western § v

Please send me: Qry. Amount

readers. Contains

sixty lavish illustrations
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private collections.
Published by Collins &
Brown. Hardbound, 160
pages. $34.95
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Total amount

PAYMENT METHOD:

Make checks payable to BTG Service Center. US funds only.
] Check / money order [ Credit card

Name Tel.

Need Something?
Just give us a call!
1-800-800-3284

We carry a huge selection

Address Apt.

Ciry__ Srate Zip

Card no. Exp. ()f deVOti(}nE}l items B

Signature

far too many to list here.

FMinimum $3 for all orders, Mainland USA please add 10% of order

value, Orders outside the US add 30% of order value.
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FALSE LOVE

Rendered from Sanskrit into English,
with commentary,
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness

Lord Kapila, an incarnation of Lord Krsna, is teaching His
mother, Devahiiti, about Sankhya, the analytical study of all
existence. As the Srimad-Bhagavatam continues, Lord Kapila
points out the spiritual danger of illusory family love in the
material world.

THIRD CANTO / CHAPTER 30

8 sfmcRfesa: stnwEdtT = AR |
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aksiptatmendriyah strindam
asatindm ca mayayda

raho racitayalapaih
sisunam kala-bhasinam

aksipta—charmed: atma—nheart: indrivah—his senses;
strinam—of women:asatinam—Ilalse;ca—and:mayaya—mby
maya: rahahi—in a solitary place: racitaya—displayed;
alapaih—by the talking; sisinam—of the children; kala-
bhasinam—with sweet words.

He gives heart and senses to a woman, who falsely charms
him with maya. He enjoys solitary embraces and talking
with her, and he is enchanted by the sweet words of the
small children.

PURPORT: Family life within the kingdom of illusory energy,
maya, is just like a prison for the eternal living entity. In
prison a prisoner is shackled by iron chains and iron bars.
Similarly, a conditioned soul is shackled by the charming

beauty of a woman, by her solitary embraces and talks of so-
called love, and by the sweet words of his small children.
Thus he forgets his real identity.

In this verse the words strinam asatinam indicate that
womanly love is just to agitate the mind of man. Actually,in
the material world there is no love. Both the woman and the
man are interested in their sense gratification. For sense
gratification a woman creates an illusory love, and the man
becomes enchanted by such false love and forgets his real
duty. When there are children as the result of such a
combination. the next attraction is to the sweet words of the
children. The love of the woman at home and the talk of the
children make one a secure prisoner, and thus he cannot
leave his home. Such a person is termed, in Vedic language,
a grhamedhi, which means “one whose center of attraction
is home.” Grhastha refers to one who lives with family, wife,
and children, but whose real purpose of living is to develop
Krsna consciousness. One is therefore advised to become a
grhastha and not a grhamedhi. The grhastha’s concern is to
get out of the family life created by illusion and enter into
real family life with Krsna,whereas the grhiamedhi’s business
is to repeatedly chain himself to so-called family life,in one
life after another, and perpetually remain in the darkness of
maya.

0 YRy  FIYHY  FEIASA(EA: |
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grhesu kuta-dharmesu
dulikha-tantresv atandritah

kurvan duhkha-pratikararm
sukhavan manyate grhi
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grhesu—in family life; kitta-dharmesu—involving the prac-
tice of falsehood; duhkha-tantresu—spreading miseries;
atandritah—attentive; kurvan—doing: duhkha-pratikaram—
counteraction of miseries; sukha-vai—as happiness; manyate
—thinks; grhii—the householder.

The attached householder remains in his family life, which
is full of diplomacy and politics. Always spreading miseries
and controlled by acts of sense gratification, he acts just to
counteract the reactions of all his miseries, and if he can suc-
cessfully counteract such miseries, he thinks that he is happy.

PURPORT: In Bhagavad-gita the Personality of Godhead
Himself certifies the material world as an impermanent
place thatis full of miseries. There is no question ol happiness

in this material world, either individually or in terms of

family, society. or country. If something is going on in the
name of happiness, that is also illusion. Here in this material
world, happiness means successful counteraction to the
effects of distress. The material world is so made that unless
one becomes a clever diplomat, his life will be a failure. Not
to speak of human society. even the society of lower ani-
mals, the birds and bees, cleverly manages its bodily de-
mands of eating, sleeping, and mating. Human society
competes nationally or individually. and in the attempt to be
successful the entire human society becomes full of diplo-
macy. We should always remember that in spite of all
diplomacy and all intelligence in the struggle for our exis-
tence, everything will end in a second by the supreme
will. Therefore, all our attempts to become happy in this
material world are simply a delusion offered by maya.

10 WRITRAN  fademan  aw |
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arthair apaditair gurvya
hiriisayetas-tatas ca tan
PUSHALL yesa posena
sesa-bhug vaty adhah svayam

arthaih—by wealth; apaditaih—secured; gurvya—great;
himsaya—>by violence:itah-tatah—here and there: ca—and;
tan—them (family members); pusnati—he maintains;
vesam—ol whom; posena—because of the maintenance;
sesa—remnants; bhuk—eating: vati—he goes: adhah
downwards; svayam—himself.

He secures money by committing violence here and there,
and although he employs it in the service of his family, he
himself eats only a little portion of the food thus purchased,
and he goes to hell for those for whom he earned the money
in such an irregular way.

PURPORT: There is a Bengali proverb, “The person for
whom I have stolen accuses me of being a thief.” The family
members, for whom an attached person acts in so many
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criminal ways, are never satisfied. In illusion an attached
person serves such family members, and by serving them he
is destined to enter into a hellish condition of life. For
example, a thief steals something to maintain his family, and
he is caught and imprisoned. This is the sum and substance
of material existence and attachment to material society,
friendship, and love. Although an attached family man is
always engaged in getting money by hook or by crook for
the maintenance of his family, he cannot enjoy more than
what he could consume even without such criminal activities.
A man who eats eight ounces of foodstuffs may have to
maintain a big family and earn money by any means to
support that family, but he himself is not offered more than
what he can eat, and sometimes he eats the remnants that
are left after his family members are fed. Even by earning
money by unfair means, he cannot enjoy life for himself.
That is called the covering illusion of maya.

The process of illusory service to society, country, and
community is exactly the same everywhere; the same
principleisapplicable even tobignational leaders. A national
leader who is very great in serving his country is sometimes
killed by his countrymen because of irregular service. In
other words, one cannot satisfy his dependents by this
illusory service, although one cannot get out of the service
because servantis his constitutional position. A living entity
is constitutionally part and parcel of the Supreme Being, but
he forgets that he has to render service to the Supreme
Being and diverts his attention to serving others; this is
called maya. By serving others he falsely thinks that he is
master. The head of a family thinks of himself as the master
of the family,or the leader ol a nation thinks of himself as the
master of the nation, whereas actually he is serving, and by
serving maya he is gradually going to hell. Therefore, a sane
man should come to the point of Krsna consciousness and
engage in the service of the Supreme Lord, applying his
whole life,all of his wealth, his entire intelligence, and his full
power of speaking.

11 TR ST 7 94 |
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vartayam lupyamanayam
arabdhavam punah punah

lobhabhibhuito nilisattvah
pararthe kurute sprham

vartayam—when his occupation; lupyamanaydam-—is ham-
pered; arabdhayam—undertaken; punah punah—again and
again:lobha—Dby greed: abhibhiitah—overwhelmed; nihisat-
tvah—ruined; para-arthe—for the wealth of others; kurute
sprham—he longs.

When he suffers reverses in his occupation, he tries again
and again to improve himself, but when he is baffled in all
attempts and is ruined, he accepts money from others
because of excessive greed.
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kutumba-bharanakalpo
manda-bhagyo vrthodyamah
sriya vihinah krpano
dhyayai chvasiti midha-dhih

kutumba—nhis family; bharana—in maintaining: akalpah—
unable; manda-bhagyah—the unlortunate man: vrtha—in
vain;udyamah—whose effort;srivai—Dbeauty.wealth; vihinah
—bereftof; kypanah—wretched; dhyayan—grieving; Svasiti
—he sighs; mitdha—bewildered: dhih—his intelligence.

Thus the unfortunate man, unsuccessful in maintaining his
family members, is bereft of all beauty. He always thinks of
his failure, grieving very deeply.
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evam sva-bharanakalpam
tat-kalatradayas tatha

nadriyante yatha purvam
kinasa iva go-jaram

evam—thus: sva-bharana—to maintain them; akalpam—
unable; tat—his; kalatra—wife; adayah—and so on; tatha—
s0: na—not; adriyante—do respect; yatha—as: pitrvan—
before; kinasah—farmers; iva—like; go-jaram—an old ox.

Seeing him unable to support them, his wife and others do
not treat him with the same respect as before, even as miser-
ly farmers do not accord the same treatment to their old and
worn-out oxen.

PURPORT: Not only in the present age but from time im-
memorial, no one has liked an old man who is unable to earn
in the family. Even in the modern age, in some communities
or states, the old men are given poison so that they will die
as soon as possible. In some cannibalistic communities, the
old grandfather is sportingly killed, and a feast is held in
which his body is eaten. The example is given that a farmer
does not like an old bull who has ceased to work. Similarly,
when an attached person in family life becomes old and is
unable to earn, he is no longer liked by his wife, sons,
daughters, and other kinsmen. and he is consequently ne-
glected, what to speak of not being given respect. It is
judicious, therefore, to give up family attachment before one
attains old age and take shelter of the Supreme Personality
of Godhead.

14 TIARELD e @ |
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tatrapy ajata-nirvedo
bhriyamanah svayam bhytaih

Jarayopatia-vairiipyo
maranabhimukho grhe

tatra—there; api—although; ajata—not arisen: nirvedah—
aversion: bhriyamanah—being maintained; svayam—by
himself; bhrtaih—Dby those who were maintained; jarayd—
by old age: upatta—obtained; vairipyah—deformation;
marapna—death:abhimukhah—approaching: griie—athome.

The foolish family man does not become averse to family
life although he is maintained by those whom he once
maintained. Deformed by the influence of old age, he
prepares himself to meet ultimate death.

PURPORT: Family attraction is so strong that even if one is
neglected by family members in his old age, he cannot give
up family affection, and he remains at home just like a dog.
In the Vedic way of life one has to give up family life when
he is strong enough. It is advised that before getting too
weak and being baffled in material activities, and before
becoming diseased, one should give up family life and en-
gage oneself completely in the service of the Lord for the
remaining days of his life. It is enjoined. therefore, in the
Vedicscriptures, that as soon as one passes fifty years of age,
he must give up family life and live alone in the forest. After
preparing himself fully, he should become a sannyasi to
distribute spiritual knowledge to each and every home.
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daste 'vamatyopanyastam
grha-pala ivaharan

amayavy apradiptagnir
alpaharo lpa-cestitah

aste—he remains; avamatya—negligently; upanyastam—
what is placed; grha-palah—a dog; iva—like: aharan—eat-
ing; amayavi—diseased; apradipta-agnih—having dyspep-
sia; alpa—little; aharah—cating; alpa—Ilittle; cestitah—his
activity.

Thus he remains at home just like a pet dog and eats what-
ever is so negligently given to him. Afflicted with many ill-
nesses, such as dyspepsia and loss of appetite, he eats only
very small morsels of food, and he becomes an invalid, who
cannot work any more.

PURPORT: Before meeting death one is sure to become a
diseased invalid, and when he is neglected by his family
members, his life becomes less than a dog’s because he is put
into so many miserable conditions. Vedic literatures enjoin.,
therefore, that before the arrival of such miserable condi-
tions,one should leave home and die without the knowledge
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of his family members. If a man leaves home and dies
without his family’s knowing, that is considered to be a
glorious death. But an attached family man wants his family
members to carry him in a great procession even after his
death. and although he will not be able to see how the
procession goces, he still desires that his body be taken
gorgeously in procession. Thus he is happy without even
knowing where he has to go when he leaves his body for the
next life.
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vayunoikramatottaral
kapha-samruddha-nadikah
kasa-svasa-krtayasah
kanthe ghura-ghurayate

vavund—Dby air; utkramata—bulging out: uttarah—his eyes;

kapha—with mucus; sarivruddha—congested; nadikali—

his windpipe; kasa—coughing; Svasa—breathing; kria—done;

ayasah—difficulty; kanthe—in the throat; ghura-ghurayate
-he produces a sound like ghura-ghura.

In that diseased condition, one’s eyes bulge due to the pres-
sure of air from within, and his glands become congested
with mucus. He has difficulty breathing, and upon exhal-
ing and inhaling he produces a sound like ghura-ghura, a
rattling within the throat.
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TEAAAISTT 9 qd FIEad @ 12l

sayanah parisocadbhih
parivital sva-bandhubhih

vacyamano 'pi na briite
kala-pasa-vasam gatah

sayanah—Ilying down;parisocadbhih—lamenting; parivitah
—surrounded: sva-bandhubhih—Dby hisrelatives and [riends:
vacyamanah—>being urged to speak; api—although; na—
not; britte—he speaks; kala—ol time; pasa—the noose;
vasam—under the control of: gatah—gone.

In this way he comes under the clutches of death and lies
down, surrounded by lamenting friends and relatives, and
although he wants to speak with them, he no longer can
because he is under the control of time.

PURPORT: For formality’s sake, when a man is lying on his
deathbed, his relatives come to him, and sometimes they cry
very loudly,addressing the dying man:*Oh,my father! "= Oh,
my [riend!” or *Oh, my husband!™ In that pitiable condition
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the dying man wants to speak with them and instruct them
of his desires, but because he is fully under the control of the
time factor, death, he cannot express himself, and that
causes him inconceivable pain. He is already in a painful
condition because of disease. and his glands and throat are
choked up with mucus. He is already in a very difficult
position, and when he is addressed by his relatives in that
way, his grief increases.

18 Td FTFORW  SAYARASIAfZT: |
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evam kuttumba-bharane
vyaprtatmajitendrivah

mriyate rudatdam svandam
uru-vedanayasta-dhih

evam—thus; kutumba-bharane—in maintaining a family;
vyapria—engrossed; @mda—nhis mind; ajita—uncontrolled;
indriyahi—his senses: mriyate—he dies; rudatam—while cry-
ing;svandam—nhis relatives:iru—great;vedanaya—with pain;
asta—berelt of; dhih—consciousness.

Thus the man, who engaged with uncontrolled senses in
maintaining a family, dies in great grief, seeing his relatives
crying. He dies most pathetically, in great pain and without
consciousness.

PURPORT: In Bhagavad-gita it is said that at the time of
death one will be absorbed in the thoughts which he culti-
vated during his lifetime. A person who had no other idea
than to properly maintain his family members must have
family affairs in his last thoughts. That is the natural se-
quence for a common man. The common man does not
know the destiny of his life: he is simply busy in his flash of
life, maintaining his family. At the last stage, no one is
satisfied with how he has improved the family economic
condition; everyone thinks that he could not provide suffi-
ciently. Because of his deep family affection, he forgets his
main duty of controlling the senses and improving his
spiritual consciousness. Sometimes a dying man entrusts the
family affairs to either his son or some relative, saying, [ am
going. Please look after the family.” He does not know
where he is going, but even at the time of death he is anxious
about how his family will be maintained. Sometimes it is
seen that a dying man requests the physician to increase his
life at least for a few years so that the family maintenance
plan which he has begun can be completed. These are the
material diseases of the conditioned soul. He completely
forgets hisreal engagement—to become Krsna conscious—
and 1s always serious about planning to maintain his family,
although he changes families one after another.

(continued in the next issue)
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The worldwide activities of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

WORLD NEWS

m The ISKCON centers in Calcutta and Sridham The work was done by Srila Prabhupada’s disciple,
Mayapur, West Bengal, hosted interreligious Yaduvara Dasa. Copies of the digital video footage have
conferences, one each, in March and April. Representa- been stored in several places. including the vaults of
tives of Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, and Christianity National Underground Storage, relied upon by many large
attended. | corporations.

Coincidentally,
The Sheriff of Mumbai inaugurated ISKCON’s annual the vaults are
Rathayatra last March by sweeping the road in front of located near But-
the festival chariot of Lord Jagannatha (Krsna). The ler, Pennsylvania,
Rathayatra procession ended at Lokandwala Grounds, | where Srila
where devotees held a four-day festival. The ceremonial Prabhupada
sweeping is the traditional way in which the chief guest stayed. virtually
for the occasion shows his subservience to the Lord. unknown, when

he first came to

America.

The devotees of
ISKCON Mon-
treal recently
finished paying
the mortgage on
their temple, a 75-
year-old church
T{;l;zh—c;-;ii I}Ta\fc ISKCON Montreal temple

also rebuilt the roof, restored the altar, restored the origi-
nal brickwork on the temple exterior, repainted the
temple’s high, majestic ceiling, and renovated the heat-
ing and air conditioning system. ISKCON Montreal was
the second temple started by Srila Prabhupada, in 1967.

: The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust has |
North America completed transferring all available | Devotees in Miami installed a Deity of Lord Nrsimha-

film footage of Srila Prabhupada into a digital video deva on the Lord’s appearance day in May. The bronze
format. The footage, along with other historical film from Deity was sculptured by ISKCON artist and sculptor
the early days of ISKCON, comes to forty-six hours. Much | Bhaktisiddhanta Dasa in Vrndavana. India.

of the film, faded by the years, has been restored to its

Mumbai sheriff K. Kohli inaugurates Rathaydatra.

original color. In the digital format, the film is safe from ISKCON devotees chanted Hare Krsna, distributed books,
color deterioration, and copies can be made without loss and gave out two thousand plates of prasadam last April at
of quality. the twice-annual Westheimer Street Festival in Houston.

To get much of our news, Back to Godhead teams up with Hare Krishna World, the newspaper of the Hare Krishna movement.
For more details, subscribe to Hare Krishna World (see page 5).
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ISKCON Detroit held its annual Rathayatra on August 12.

A parijat tree is now growing in the courtyard of the
ISKCON Miami temple. The tree was donated by Dr.
David Lee. professor of botany at Florida International
University, who got the seed from India and grew the rare
tree in a greenhouse
at E1.U. The parijat
tree has beautiful
and highly fragrant
flowers. According to
Srimad-Bhagavatam,
Lord Krsna original-
lv brought the parijat
to earth from the
heavenly planets to
satisfy His wife

Satyabhama.
The wife

president of Slovenia
visited the [ISKCON
book booth at last
April’s “Week of the Book™ festival in Ljubljana, the
capital. Devotees at the festival distributed thousands
of books, magazines, and pamphlets. On the last day,
hundreds of people enjoyed hearing devotional songs
performed by devotees on the main stage.

e

ISKCON Miami’s parijat tree.

Devotees recently opened a Govinda’s restaurant in
Dublin.

350,000 people saw [SKCON’s Rathayatra in Dublin last
March, as part of the city’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade. The
Hare Krsna procession included devotees costumed as a
forty-foot snake. representing the demon Aghasura from
Lord Krspa’s pastimes. At each stadium along the four-
mile route, the snake would swallow twenty children
dressed as cowherd boys. The snake’s body would then
break apart, and Lord Krsna would jump out, followed by

His cowherd friends.

Devotees from the Christchurch temple
chanted onstage before a crowd of :
hundreds in Christchurch’s city square as part of the tenth
anniversary of Plains FM Community Radio. Hanuman
Dasa, ISKCON Christchurch temple president, has hosted
a weekly Hare Krsna show on the station for the past

seven years.
Ahi(ﬂ Devotees in Kampala, Uganda, are building a
temple on their eight-acre farm four miles

outside the city. The farm, started two years ago, recently
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opened a school for orphans. The Sunday feast program
attracts about four hundred people, and eight of the local
people have fully taken up the practices of Krsna con-

sciousness.

I)e‘-'oh_ees_ip Mauritius hgl{l a Ilcn—day
Padayatra in the south of the island last

April. Their venerable bull Sri Gopal Das pulled an oxcart

carrying Deities of Lord Caitanya and Lord Nityananda.

Eighteen devotees walked every day, and two hundred

| more joined on the weekends. In the evenings, the

devotees put on festivals in village reception centers,
invariably drawing large crowds.

Departures

Kunti Devi Dasi, a disciple of His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, passed away last
June. Kunti Dasi had joined ISKCON in 1971 and had
spent most of her life since then at the Hare Krsna
community in New Vrindavan, West Virginia. She was
loved and respected by devotees there and at other
templesin the ULS. where she had lived. She had great
attachment to serving the Deities and reading and
distributing Srila Prabhupada’s books. She passed
away in New Vrindavan in the presence of devotees
chanting Hare Krsna.

Prabhavati Devi Dasi, a disciple of His Divine Grace
A.C.Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. passed away
last April in Mumbai. She had constantly chanted
Hare Krsna and had influenced her family toward
Krsna consciousness. She is survived by her husband,
Pandit Pratap Narayan (elder brother of the musician
Pandit Jasraj), and seven children.

Guru Gauranga Dasa, a disciple of His Holiness Giri-
rajaSwami,passed away last February in Mauritius,at
the age of ninety. Guru Gauranga Dasa was loved by
all the devotees in Mauritius, and he always respected
and appreciated them. Though elderly, Guru Gauranga
Dasa had daily followed a strict schedule, beginning
at 2:30 A.M., of chanting, worship, and reading Srila
Prabhupada’s books. Up to the last moment. he had
been chanting the Lord’s names in the association of
devotees.

Nitai Karuna Dasa, a disciple of His Holiness Rita-
dhvaja Swami. passed away last May at ISKCON’s
New Raman Reti Farm in Alachua, Florida. Nitai
Karuna had been associated with ISKCON since the
1970s. Suffering from brain cancer, he had moved
onto the ISKCON farm to leave this world in the
presence of devotees. Lord Krsna fulfilled his desire.



Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out

“Uou fre B@ljl)]ldThi$ Body”

This exchange between His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupdada and some of his disciples took place in
Fiji on May 1, 1976.

Srila Prabhupada: The Lord says., mamaivamso jiva-loke
jiva-bhittah sanatanah. Find this verse.

Disciple: All right, Srila Prabhupada. That’s in Bhagavad-
gita.Fifteenth Chapter, text seven.*The living entities in this
conditional world,” Krsna says,“are My eternal, fragmental
parts.” And then He adds, manah-sasthanindriyani prakrii-
sthani karsati: “Due to conditioned life, they are struggling
very hard with the six senses, which include the mind.”
Srila Prabhupada: So the soul uses his mind and intelli-
gence—his subtle senses, his subtle instruments—to ma-
nipulate his gross machine, his material body. In this way, he
is just like an airplane pilot who uses his subtle electronic
instruments to manipulate his gross machine, causing it to
fly this way or that. Where is the difficulty in understanding
this? This material body in which we are now living is simply
a machine.

And bhramayan sarva-bhitani: “All living beings in this
material world are simply wandering.” Bhramayan—"*wan-
dering.” Just as the pilot uses his airplane to wander here or
there, so the soul uses his material body to wander here or
there. This is going on. Urdhvar gacchanti sattva-stha. . .
adho gacchanti tamasah: Sometimes the soul goes up;
sometimes,down. Just as the pilot uses his airplane’s
wings and other features for going up or down, so
the soul uses hisbody’s arms and other features for
going up or down. Find this verse.

Disciple: That’s in the fourteenth chapter of the
Gita, Srila Prabhupada. Text eighteen.

urdhvarm gacchanti sattva-stha
madhye tisthanti rajasah
Jjaghanya-guna-vriti-sthd
adho gacchanti tamasah

“Those situated in the mode of goodness gradually go
upward to the higher planets; those in the mode of passion
live on the earthly planets; and those in the abominable
mode of ignorance go down to the hellish worlds.”
Srila Prabhupada: So whether we look at the soulin
the body or the pilot in the plane, we see the same
thing. If the pilot is not expert, then at an
untimely moment he goes down to the
lowest place. Finished. Adho gac-
chanti tamasah. If the pilotis third
class,theninstead of flying high,
he plummets from the sky,and
everything is spoiled.

Therefore,everything depends on the pilot. The machine
isnotsoimportant. The machine can go upif the pilot knows
how to do it. And the machine can go down. Actually, this is
happening. If the pilot cannot handle his machine very
nicely, immediately it will be smashed. That is due to the
mismanagement of the pilot. At times I have seen that as

| soon as the flight is over, the other passengers and the crew

applaud.|Laughter as Srila Prabhupada claps.]“The danger
is over.”

Anyway, trdhvam and adhah: Depending on how you
use this bodily machine, you can go up, and likewise, you
can go down. And madhye tisthanti rajasah: If you become
passionately attached to these middle planets, then for still
another lifetime you can stay here.

Soin this way, we must present this subject matter of self-
realization. The living entity, the soul,is the important thing
within this body. And just see how he’s struggling. Due to
ignorance of his real identity apart from the body, he’s
struggling. Manah sasthanindriyani prakrti-sthani karsati:
“On account of being entangled in this material world, the
soul is struggling very hard with the six senses of the
material body, which include the mind.”This is his position.
Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, often you say that transmission
of this knowledge of self-realization requires both the
proper speaker—Lord Krsna or His pure
devotee—and also the proper hearer.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Only if
. somebody is interested in know-
ing the truly important thing
in life can he can understand
this knowledge, this science
of self-realization. But if

he’s an animal—simply eat-
ing, sleeping, and mating—
what will he understand?
" An animal is not interested

in knowing how the world is
working. He gets his food and
sex; that’s all. These are the
(please turn to page 64)
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ACH DAY, KRSNA and the other
E cowherd boys used to go to the

forest with the cows. Once, His
friends became trapped by a forest fire,
and they called in fear for Krsna to
save them.Krsna'sresponse wassimple:
He swallowed the flames and extin-
guished the fire, saving the trees, the
cows, and the boys.

The enduring image of Krsna swal- |

lowing the flames of the forest fire
symbolizes His promise to protect
His devotees and the creatures of the
Vrndavana forest. Krsna lived as a
simple cowherd boy in the land of
Vraja, the region along the banks of
the Yamuna River between Delhi and
Agra. Here, amidst lush forests, Krsna
herded cows, played with His friends,
and danced with the cowherd girls.
In Vraja are Govardhana Hill, which

*The World Wide Fund for Nature

Text and photos by Ranchor Dasa

Krsna once lifted, and the perfumed
groves of Vrndavana, where He would
meet Radha at night.

It is surely no coincidence that this
unique vision of God as a cowherd boy
who loves and protects nature is so be-
loved by Hindus. Indian culture has al-
ways seen nature as divine, for nature
standsinrelation to God.Thereissome-
thing magic about the vision of God
surrounded by nature. It has charmed
generations of pilgrims to come to
Vrndavana in search of the divine flute
player.

Yet today the sacred forests of Krsna
in Vraja are fast disappearing. Starting
in the early sixteenth century, to an-
swer the needs of pilgrims, devotees
built temples and, around the temples,
guest houses and asramas. Eventually
the town of Vrndavana came into be-
ing. Today it is home to seventy thou-
sand people and the annual destination

PROTECTING
VRAJA
SACRED GROVES

The pioneering work of WWEF-India*
and Friends of Vrindavan

of two million pilgrims.

The town of Vrndavana is one of
India’s hidden gems—a monument to
thousands of years of intense spiritual
experience and the arts and culture
thus created. The sad truth, though, is
that the growing influx of pilgrims has
virtually destroyed Krsna’s sacred
groves. The town of Vrndavana itself
is built exactly where Krsna once per-
formed his famous rasa-lila amid thick
groves of kadam, tamal, and champak.
In place of the old stands of trees are
now acres of brick,concrete.and tarmac.
In place of the cry of peacocks, the air
is rent by the harsh sound of autos.

Nevertheless, the region of Vraja
still abounds with sacred groves, the
diminished remnants of the dense
woodlands where Krsnaroamed. Most
of the woodland has been lost to a
combination of commercial develop-
ments, reduced rainfall, falling water
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tables, and land clearance for farming.
Worst of all is the loss of the age-old
traditions of forest conservation that
had been practiced for so long in In-
dia’s villages. Along with the woodland
have disappeared the stocks of ground-
water that the trees kept beneath their
roots. The woods have shrunk to a hun-
dredth of their original extent. Now
only small scattered groves, most an
acre or two, dot the parched landscape
of Vraja. These remaining islands of
vegetation are now oases of shade, sus-
tenance, and water for birds, animals,
and humans.

SACRED PROTECTION

These groves have survived because
of local religious traditions. For ex-
ample, a few miles from Varsana, the
birthplace of Radharani, is a grove of
ancient kadam trees called Kadamb-
kandi. Next to this grove is the small
village of Navena. Local tradition has
it that when the tyrant Kamsa sent
demons to Varsana to persecute the
villagers, Radha, the childhood sweet-
heart of Krsna, sought shelter in this
grove. As a result it has remained a
sacred spot, and here the kadam trees
have stood. protected by the people
of Navena, for thousands of years.
The trees shelter a magnificent lake,
broad and deep, which provides water
for the villagers, shelter for many spe-
cies of waterfowl, and a cooling dip

for cattle and buffalo. This grove has
survived—where many others have
vanished—because of its link with
Radha. That link has been a powerful
charm of protection.

Many such groves are scattered
across Vraja. Not far away, near the
village of Nandagram. or Nandgaon,
where Krsna lived as a boy, is a grove
called Kadamter. The grove shelters
two ponds and a small temple dedi-
cated to Krsna, who came here as a
small child to herd cows. When Krsna

| was very young He wanted to go out

with the calves and His friends, but His
mother, Yasoda, feared for His safety.
Soshe let Him go only as far as she was
still able to hear His flute. As long as
she could hear His sweet flute-song,
she knew He was safe. Kadamter is as
far as He went. What a wonderful place
to be! And no wonder this grove has
survived for thousands of years, be-
cause it has been loved by the locals
just as Krsna has.

Nearby is another grove, called
Vrndakunda. Here two small ponds sit

A woodland shrine rests beneath a
banyan tree in Baelvan (right),

where Laksmi Devi performed

penance to enter Vindavana. Below,
ancient pilu trees, like this one at
Manasarovar—a lake formed by
Radha’s tears—are among the trees
being protected by the Vrindavan
Conservation Project.
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within a grove whose old trees have
vanished,save one magnificent imlitree,
under which nestles a small shrine to

Vrnda, the goddess of Vrndavana.
Vrnda has special significance to Vraja,
because she presides over the forest
pastimes of Krsna, communicating with
the animals and plants through her
parrot messengers. Vrnda is the chore-
ographer of Krsna’s Vraja pastimes.
Vrndakunda was for years looked after
by Madhav Baba, a local renunciant
who lived there as caretaker. But sad-
ly, in the last years of his life when he
was suffering from ill health, Madhav



Béaba was unable to prevent many of

the trees being lost. Before he died he

asked devot

DIMINISHING TREE

Although these and many other
eroves have survived thus far, their

ntinued sur 1 is under constant
threat. With diminishing annual rain-
fall and falling water tables, the trees
are notreplenishing themselves as they

| used to. Farmers are

oming more

bold, and the groves are no longer

cted f encroachment and the
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preserving their own long-term inter-
ests. The villagers need no convincing,
only su rt and encouragement.

PROJECTS

Some of the projects are under the
banner of the WWF Vrindavan Con-
servation Project, and others are sup-
ported by Frlcnds of Vr mduvan (Fo\/ )
Devo of Ki
to raise suppc {nr the groves
and campaign for their protection. At
present FoV receives most of its funds
from volunteers in England and the
U.S.A., through its annual sponsorec
cycle ride, the Yamuna Cycle Expedi-

Join the Yamuna (ycle Expediition

INTHE MAY/JUNE issue of BTG Ranchor Dasa wrote about his experi-

on the Yamuna C edition. The 1 xpedition will take

ober 9-25, to help raise funds for Friends of Vrindavan proj-

It is a superb opportunity for an adventure holiday among the

Himalayas and in sacred Vrndavana in the company of devotees and

like-minded souls, while at the same time benefiting the env nent
0[' Vrndz'waml All\-’('l]l't‘ inlc- iS i

E.-mcul.rdm..h . L0
Jaya Singh Ghera, Vrindavan 281 121, U.P., Indi
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At Kadambkandi
(left), where
Radharani was
hidden from the
tyrant Kamsa,
the lake attracts
cows, buffaloes,
and waterfowl.
Below, the
village well is fed
with water from
the Kadamkandi
lake.

tion. Riders pay to come to India and
eycle from the Himalayas down to
Vrndavana,following the course of the
sacred Yamuna River. They raise spon-
sorship from Iriends and workmates,
and thissponsorshipis donated toFo V.
In the longer term, FoV also plans to
raise support in India.

FoV has started a pioneer project at
Manasarovar. in partnership with
WWF-India. Manasarovar is a beauti-
ful wetland grove and bird sanctuary a
few miles from the town of Vrndavana,
on the opposite bank of the Yamuna
River. Here the lake was drying up and
overrun by water hyacinth and pollu-
tion, and the trees were disappearing.

Now a team of volunteers, backed by
trained helpers and local village coun-
cils, are reversing the trend and en-
suring the survival of Manasarovar. Ac-
cording to local tradition this sarovar,
or lake, was formed of the tears of Sri
Radha, while in an intensely emotional
state of “wounded love™ (man). Pil-
grims come here to worship the image
of Radha. who stands alone in the
small temple.

WWE and Friends ol Vrindavan
have sacred grove projects underway
in places in Vraja such as Ral, Baelvan,
Basanti,Naradkund,and Manasarovar.
Many more are planned. In addition,
the WWF Vrndavana Conservation
Project runs a Trees For Life program
in Vraja. The program helps local farm-
ers sel up nurseries specializing in [ruit
trees, for the benefit of their village and
local farms. The nurseries include many

indigenous species. For a very modest
outlay, about 10.000 rupees ($250) per
site,plus backup assistance from trained
staff, the nurseries not only provide
meaningful employment and boost
local economy, but also make availa-

ble trees that could not otherwise be

obtained.

In the town of Vrndavana, WWE-
India runs the Vrindavan Conserva-
tion Project, which includes several
nurseries, numerous community proj-
ects, and a comprehensive education
program in the town’s thirty-five
schools. Friends of Vrindavan runs a
rapidly expanding street-cleaning pro-
gram, which employs thirty cleaners
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who patrolseveral quarters of the town,
and is developing recycling programs.
Lately the Vrndavana ISKCON temple
has joined with Friends of Vrindavan in
cleaning up the neighborhood around
the temple and helping solve the seri-
ous sanitation problems ISKCON'’s
success has helped generate.

Apart from helping run Friends of
Vrindavan, ISKCON devotees have set
up the Vrinda Trust for the protection
ol'Vrinda Kunj.asacred grove,and now
run a well-stocked nursery of indig-
enous trees and plants in Vrndavana.
But the real work to save Vrndavana’s
environment has hardly begun.

Pilgrims to Vraja do not need to en-
counter a land ravaged by drought and
deforestation: their pilgrimage can be
an opportunity to witness nature pro-
tected as an integral part of Krsna de-
votion. Krsna cared for the forest—He
swallowed fire to protect it.
We also must be prepared to
swallow pollution and abuse
of nature to save from de-
struction His groves and the
whole ecology of Vraja.{R

Ranchor Dasa (Ranchor
Prime) studied architecture
and art before becoming a
student and then a teacher of
Krsnaconsciousness,in 1970,
He now works as a freelance
writer and broadeaster, and
asadviser onreligion and con-
servation to WWFE and to the
Alliance on Religions and
Conservation, in Britain and
India. He has contributed to
several books onreligion and
the environment, most recently Sa-
cred Britain (Piatkus 1997), and is the
author of Hinduism and Ecology (Cas-
sell 1992), Wealth of Faiths (WWF 1994),
and Ramayana (Collins & Brown 1997).
Heis co-founder and director of Friends
of Vrindavan. He was born in England
in 1950 and lives in London with his
wife and two children.

The Vrindavan Conservation Project
is described in depth in Hinduism and
Ecology, by Ranchor Prime, published
in the UK. by Cassell and in India by
Motilal Banarsidas in association with
WWE.
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HANNELING:
EXTRASENSORY
DECEPTION?

“If the guides were not guides after all, who were they?”
-Hungry Ghosts, by Joe Fisher, p. 202

by Suhotra Swami

ETH.RAMTHA, Lazaris, Mashiyach,
Ashtar,—the vaguely biblical-sounding
names have the ring of “prophet” to
them. Indeed, for millions the world over,
these and other garrulous “channeled enti-

ties™ are prophets who enjoy a command of

mass-media access that would have left the
sandal-shod Old Testament visionaries
tongue-tied with astonishment. Alexander
Blair-Ewart, publisher and editor of the
Toronto esotericmagazine Dimensions, notes
a bit ruefully that “in sensationalist fashion,
journalists and cameramen zoomed in on
crystals, channeling, and a confused and
over-excited Hollywood actress™ as the
burgeoning New Age movement’s instant
celebrities.

Channeling is defined by Arthur Hastings
of the California Institute of Transpersonal
Psychology as “the process in which a person
transmits messages from a presumed discar-
nate source external to his or her conscious-

ness.” The most widely researched kind of

channeling phenomena is communication

with the dead, which, as eerie asitmay sound, |

seems to be on the increase. The University
of Chicago’s National Opinion Research
Council recently found that forty-two per-
cent of American adults believe they have
made contact with the spirit of a departed
person. Of these, seventy-cight percent said
they saw, fifty percent heard, and eighteen
percent talked with the deceased. Thirty per-
cent of Americans who say they don’t even
believe in life after death still claim to have
had contact with someone who has died. It is
the surfeit, not the rarity, of channeling that
puzzles investigators.

Acolytes of the New Age hail chan-
neled entities to be “highly evolved beings,”
“spirit guides for all mankind,” “angels,”
“devas,” or even “God.” There are precious
few suggestions that they might be demonic.
Since cameras and microphones won’t pen-
etrate the veil of oblivion that separates us
from them, all we get to see are the subjects
through whom the entities speak: house-
wives, schoolteachers, insurance salesmen,
and similarly quite ordinary people.

Channeling is somewhat different from

Left: Channeled spirits may not be as noble as the image they portray.

[llustration by Puskara Dasa

SEPTEMBER/ OCTOBER 1998 « BACK TO GODHEAD

51



It’s clear that the entities have an agenda
and, uncorporeal though they may be,
the means to fulfill it. But who are they?

mediumship.Mediums are experienced
clairvoyants who “fish™ for discarnate
entities. Channelers are initially psy-
chic greenhorns who, unwittingly or
even unwillingly, are taken over by the
entities. The first contact can be most
disconcerting. In 1963, thirty-four-year-
old Jane Roberts of Elmira, New York.
was suddenly overwhelmed by what
she called a
radical new ideas burnt into my head
with tremendous force, as if my skull
were some sort of receiving station
turned up to unbearable volume.” The
entity in this case was Seth, who turned
out to be a prime catalyst of the emerg-
ing New Age. From the early 1970s
until her death in 1984, Mrs. Roberts
channeled a series of bestselling “Seth
Books™ that blazed the way to pub-
lic acceptance of what in an earlier
period would have been condemned
as necromancy.

Even more shivery-quivery is the
Australian channeler Shirley Bray’s de-
scription of how a group of entities
called “the Nine"” contacted her: “I felt
asif thinwires,like acupuncture needles,
were being inserted into the base of my
skull. It was uncomfortable so I stirred,
moving my head from side to side. A
voice lirmly but gently said, ‘be still, it
will not be long.””

But once the channeler overcomes
the shock of such close encounters of
the first kind, the relationship may
prove to be profitable beyond his or
her wildest dreams. Jach Pursel, who
admits that he was [rightened to tears
the first time he channeled Lazaris,now
runs a highly successful corporation
called Concept: Synergy that markets
Lazaris audio- and videotapes to five
hundred metaphysical bookstores
worldwide. The erstwhile ordinary
housewife J. Z. Knight takes in more
than $200.000 per weekend for a chan-
neling seminar featuring her guide

fantastic avalanche of |

Ramtha; she says he’s earned her
millions of dollars.

A glance at the teachings of the dis-
carnate entities reveals an intriguing
pattern. Here's a sample from Mashi-
yach (pronounced Moor-shark), chan-
neled by Shirley Bray: “He who would
find power must know that he extends
from balance in Me, that I am he. He
and thee and Me are ONE in light. . ..
Create ye a world within the knowing
of Me within you. Look upon your

creation and know it is the sum total of

your thinking. Thinking is creating. Man
has created his world.” From a Krsna
conscious standpoint, this is called
Mayavada philosophy. Mayavada
means “doctrine of illusion”—indeed,
there’s a chapterin Ms. Bray's book (A
Guide for the Spiritual Traveller) that’s
entitled, “Life Is Just an Illusion.”
When psychology professor Jon
Klimo recounts the themes commonly
expounded by channeled entities,
he’s giving us nothing more than a

breakdown of the main tenets of

Mayavada philosophy, to wit: we all
have a higher self, which is ultimately
One Self (called “All-That-Is” or “The
Universal Mind™); this One Self is an
impersonal, absolute God, perceivable
only aslight and achieved only through
silentcontemplation; the material world
is an illusion, merely the dream of this
God, and until we realize we are God,
we are subject to that dream of our
separate individual existences in the
cycle of birth and death.

REUNITED LOVERS?

We'll return to these philosophical
issues a little later on. Its clear that the
entities have an agenda and, uncor-
poreal though they may be, the means
to fulfill it. But who are they? That’s
what a British-born investigative jour-
nalist named Joe Fisher wanted to find
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out—because, while gathering mate-
rial in Toronto for a book on channel-
ing, he fell in love with a channeled
entity named Filipa.

Fisher, who's written two bestsell-
ing books (The Case for Reincarnation
and Life Between Life), met Filipa in

| Torontoin the summer of 1984 through

a channeler he calls Aviva in his book
Hungry Ghosis. Aviva, an avowed
Marxist, was forced to suspend her
unbelief in the supernatural after she
was taken over by an entity calling
himsell Russell Parnick, while being
treated by hypnotherapy for myelo-
cytic leukemia. The more she allowed
Russell to use her body as a channel,
the more her disease gradually sub-
sided. As word got around Toronto’s
esoteric scene, Aviva’s regular seances
attracted followers, among them Joe
Fisher.

There was no doubt in the minds of
thoseinattendance thatsomething very
extraordinary happened to Aviva each
time she was put into trance by her
hypnotist. As Fisher describes it, “Her
voice was barely recognizable. Gone
was the high-pitched jocularity. . . .
Her enunciation was now unequivo-
cally masculine; the English accent was
unmistakable. This was an entirely dif-
ferent Aviva, strangely assertive and
uncompromising. This was a voice
which claimed to belong to Aviva's
guide [Russell] . adiscarnate individual
who had lived as a sheep larmer in
Yorkshire during the last century.”
Russell in turn introduced other enti-
ties: Hanni, Willian, Mi-Lao, Sebot-
wan, Ernest, Sonji, Tuktu, Kinggalaa
—and Filipa Gavrilos. They became
the guides for the regulars attending
the seances.

Through Aviva, Filipa spoke to
Fisher with “Greek inflection lending
charm to broken English. Her delivery
was subdued, pensive and poignantly



tender. . . . Whatever the quality of

her speech, Filipa always spoke to me |

like a lover for whom the fire still
smouldered.”

Filipa told Joe that they'd indeed
been lovers in the 1700s, when they
lived in Theros, a Greek village “five
day’swalk from the Black Sea.” He had
been Andreas Cherniak, a militiaman
born of a Greek mother and a Slavic
father. She was a small, fair-skinned,
black-haired Mediterranean beauty.
But their affair ended tragically when
the village elders disapproved. An-
dreas/Joe was judged by the priest and
banished from Theros. After her death
at age [ifty-three, Filipa’s astral self
withdrew into the nonphysical plane of
existence (called bardo by the Tibet-
ans: bar—"in between lives”; do—"is-
land™). Joe was now in his fourth life
cycle since Andreas.

Joe found Filipa’s chronicle appeal-
ingly plausible. “Sitting on the floor of
Aviva’s living room, I found myself
breathing the air of a bygone era,
roaming parched valleys and ancient
crypts. I imagined Filipa’s dark eyes
and long black tresses.” Ten years be-
fore. he’d written his first novel on the
Greek island of Siphnos and had been
quickly captivated by the land and its
culture. He had a natural fondness for
small, dark-haired women. As a boy,
he'd felt a strange fascination for the
name Philippa. Now he knew why.

Joe longed to establish “guide con-
tact” (direct mind-to-mind communi-
cation) with Filipa.To this end he took
up daily meditation, never completely
linking up to Filipa, but coming tanta-
lizingly close. Once he had the insight
ol a dusty pathway winding to a stand
of tall. spindly trees in the distance.
Through Aviva, Filipa excitedly pro-
claimed that this was where they used
to meet as lovers. Sometimes he'd get a
loud buzzing in his cars. He'd then feel
Filipa’s presence strongly, and “a
strange sense of contentment and rec-
onciliation and a suspension of worldly
anxiety” would settle around him for as
long as the buzzing lasted. In March

1985, he had the fleeting vision of a |

young woman walking towards him
wearing a long white garment. He knew

this to be Filipa and weptout of joy and |

sadness, loss, and anguish. “My terres-
trial love life was doomed.” Fisher

writes. “No woman of flesh and blood
could hope to emulate Filipa's love and
concern.”

Joe became obsessed by his impos-
sible love.“IT Filipa could have assumed
a physical body, I'm sure [ would have
married her. But she was only a voice,
a voice that resonated with more love,
compassion, and perspicacity than [

had ever known. Within the space of a
few months, she had demonstrated an
acute awareness of my feelings and
foibles, she know the people in my life
and their effect upon me, and she was
even able to relate specific circum-
stances in which I had found myself,
situations unknown to Aviva or any-
one who attended [the seances].*] can
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As with any ordinary buman, the preta’s mind
is agitated by the urges of lust, but he lacks physical
senses with which to satisfy his desires.

see energies,’ is how she explained her
ability to know me inside out.'l can see
inyour mind. [f youmake in your mind,
I can see.

The more Joe Fisher loved Filipa,
the more he hungered for tangible proof
of her existence. Proof that Filipa was
really who she said she was would fur-
ther lend force to the book he was
preparing to write. And proof would
require a journey to Theros, the moun-
tain village in the parched mountains
of northeastern Greece. to find evi-
dence of her earthly sojourn.

Not only did Fisher set out to un-
earth Filipa's past life, he wanted to
verify the last incarnations of English-
men Russell Parnick, William “Harry™
Maddox, and William Alfred “Ernest”
Scott. Two, Harry and Ernest, said that
they'd died in this century, Harry in
WW I and Ernest in WW II. These
claims could be ecasily crosschecked
by a look at British military records.
Russell, Aviva’s guide, had given am-
ple dates and place names from his
life in the Yorkshire dales for Joe to
trace.

But as Joe Fisher would find out
after two trips to Europe. from the start
the four entities had been clearly and
deliberately lying, though they’d man-
aged to string him along by clever use
of half-truths, ambiguity, and obfus-
cation. Filipa’s lies turned out to be
the most blatant and most crushing
for Joe personally. She'd repeatedly
claimed to have journeyed by foot from
Theros to Alexandroupoli. But Alex-
androupoli. which Fisher presumed to
be an ancient site of Alexander the
Great, turned out to have been founded
only in 1920. It got its name from King
Alexandros, who visited it in 1919, For
a seventy-year period before that, it
had been known as Dedeagats and
been asettlement of Turkish merchants;

at all. Thus Filipa, deceased in 1771,
remembered a city that was not then
built. She called it by a name she could
not have known and told of ships in a
harbor she could not have seen. A pro-
fessor of Greek language found many
other discrepancies in her memories of
lifein eighteenth-century Greece. There
was no trace of a town called Theros.
And no Greek could understand Fili-

pa’s tape-recorded utterances of her |

putative native tongue.

“Their knowledge is impressive,
their insight remarkable, their charis-
matic hold on their followers undeni-
able,” writes Fisher of these four and
other channeled entities he investi-
gated. Moreover.the voices’ ostensible
link to a higher and greater state of
being seems to place them above sus-
picion in the minds of those who prize
their counsel. Yet surely it is impor-
tant—essential, even—to establish, if
possible, the nature of the beast that is
shuffling through the pipeline created
by the trance state. Who arc these
entities really?

“The answer to that question is as
unwelcome as it is unavoidable . . . the

| evidence left me in little doubt that
| earthbound spirits or ‘hungry ghosts’

prior to 1850, the place had no history |

54

have wormed their way into that juicy
apple of spiritual regeneration known
as The New Age.”

But is it logical to suspect all chan-
neled entities because of the mischief
of a few? Can’t we hope that there are
some genuine guides out in the ether
somewhere?

Joe Fisher tried to keep this hope

| alive even after being cheated by Fili-

pa. He visited renowned channeler
George Chapman at his home in the
Welsh village of Tre’ddol. Chapman’s
special distinction is that his guide,

ophthalmologist who died in 1937. De-
spite their initial disbelief, surviving
members of the good doctor’s family
have testified that the entity speaking
through the entranced George Chap-
man can be none other than Dr. Lang
himsell. Medical professionals have
confirmed the entity’s thorough famil-
iarity with the diagnosis and treatment
of eye diseases—even as they watched,
Lang through Chapman has healed
hundreds of patients.

But Fisher came away unsatisfied
from his session with Dr. Lang. 1 felt
much the same in the company of the
charming and deferential Dr. Lang as
I did while conversing with the spirits
whose claims remained unsubstanti-
ated. [ couldn’t put my finger on it, but
something was wrong. While seeming
to cooperate [ully, Dr. Lang was fudg-
ing. He told me nothing new, nothing

| incisive. And when I raised the ques-

Dr. William Lang, has been authenti- |

cated beyond reasonable doubt as the
spirit of a distinguished Middlesex
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tion of charlatan spirits who crave
physical sensation, the discarnate sur-
geon avoided the topic completely. . ..
Comparing him with other, blatantly
suspect entities, [ was haunted by one
of Lt. Col. Arthur Powell’s observa-
tions in The Astral Body. He wrote that
it was impossible to distinguish truth
from falsehood in communications
from the next world since the resources
of the astral plane can be used to de-
lude persons on the physical plane to
such an extent that no reliance can be
placed even on what seems the most
convineing proof.” ”

HUNGRY GHOSTS

“Hungry ghost,” the term Fisher uses
for the entities who speak through
channelers, is a translation of the San-
skritword preta. According to the Preta
Khandasection of the Garuda Purana,
an ancient book of Vedic wisdom, a
preta is a human being deprived of a



gross physical body because of sinful-
ness. His soul is trapped, earthbound,

within the subtle body (composed of

mind, intelligence and ahankara, or
false sense of identity). As with any
ordinary human, the preta’s mind is
agitated by the urges of lust, but he
lacks physical senses with which to
satisfy his desires.

Milton, in Comus, captures the pa-
thos of “shadows™ (ghosts) clinging to
this world even past the point of death.

Such are those thick and
gloomy shadows damp

Oft seen in charnel vaults and
sepulchres,

Lingering, and sitting by a new-
made grave

As loath to leave the body it
lov'd,

And linked itsell by carnal
sensuality

To a degenerate and degraded

state.

Having no bodies of their own,
pretas hunger for vicarious pleasures
through the bodies of humans, much
like decrepit lechers who seek gratifi-
cation through pornographic movies.
Hungry ghosts secem benign because
they are genuinely attentive to the
physical health of their subjects—wit-
ness Aviva’s remarkable turnaround
in her fight with cancer when Rus-
sell arrived. But as Joe Fisher states,
“Their eagerness to communicate,
their concern for the medium’s health
and strength, their preoccupation with
life after death and reincarnation and

the occasional admission that they |

missed the pleasures ol incarnate life,
all suggested humans who no longer
had physical bodies yet longed to live
and breathe once more.” Seth, who
called himself an “energy essence per-
sonality,”sometimes requested his host
Jane Roberts to drink beer or wine for
his gratification. Joe Fisher tells of
two entities who seemed to want sex
through their subjects. He recalls the
mental exhaustion, emotional turmoil,
and muddled thinking that plagued
him during his time with Filipa—symp-
toms hinting of psychic vampirism.
The Garuda Purana states that in
cases of preta-possession (preta-dosa),
“mysterious events do often occur . . .
many are the signs of ghosts.” Dr. John

Nevius, who studied possession exten-
sively in China during the last century.
wrote, “The most striking characteris-
tic . . . is that the subject evidences
another personality, and the normal
personality for the time being is par-
tially or wholly dormant. The new per-
sonalily presents traits of character
utterly different from those which re-
ally belong to the subject in his normal
state. ... Many persons while ‘demon-
possessed’ give evidence of knowledge
which cannot be accounted for in ordi-
nary ways.... They sometimes converse
in foreign languages of which in their
normal states they are entirely igno-
rant.” And Emanuel Swedenborg, the
famouseighteenth-century clairvoyant,
warned, “When spirits begin to speak
with man, he must beware lest he be-

lieve in anything: for they say almost
anything; things are fabricated of them,
and they lie....”

Pretas hover in homes where Vedic
principles are not observed and haunt
people who are unclean and unregu-
lated. By these standards, practically
the whole population of the Western
world is open to preta-dosa, New Agers
included. And what better way is there
for a hungry ghost to seduce starry-
eyed New Agers than with pap “we're

| all one™ philosophy? Joe Fisher takes

point-blank aim at the whole fraud.
“When all is said and done, there is no
shortcut to Nirvana. But in this narcis-
sistic age of instant gratification and
swift solution, the great deception of
channeling is that we may glide effort-
lessly back to the Godhead. All we

CALENDAR CLOSE-UP

v

Srila Raghunatha Bhatta Gosvami

Disappearance Day: October 3

rila Raghunatha Bhatta Gosvami, a great devotee of Sri Caitanya

Mahaprabhu. was born in A.D. 1505. He was the son of SriTapana
Misra. with whom Lord Caitanya stayed during a visit to Benares.
Raghunatha Bhatta, then a child, served Lord Caitanya and became
extremely attached to Him. When the Lord was about to leave for
Jagannatha Puri, Raghunatha cried in ecstasy.

To console Raghunatha, Lord Caitanya told him,*You must serve
your father and mother for now. Later you can come tosee Me in Puri.”

Raghunatha became expert in Sanskrit grammar, rhetoric, and

poetry and highly learned in the Vedic scriptures. When his parents
became elderly, they sent him to Puri to see Lord Caitanya. Raghu-
nathaspenteight monthsserving the Lord at Puri. Before Raghunatha
left, the Lord gave him a fulasi garland from His own neck and
prasadam from Lord Jagannatha. Lord Caitanya told Raghunatha to
never marry and to carefully study the revealed scriptures.

Raghunatha returned to Benares and served his parents until
their passing. He then went to Puri, where he stayed for eight months
before Lord Caitanya ordered him to go to Vrndavana.

In Vrndavana, Raghunatha took shelter of Srila Rupa Gosvami
and Srila Sanatana Gosvami. He was always absorbed in the ecstasy of
love for Radha-Krsna, and was famous for his beautiful recitation of
the Srimad-Bhagavatam. He would never hear or speak of anything
material. and refused to hear criticism of any devotee of the Lord.

Raghunatha Bhatta is one of the six Gosvamis ol Vrndavana,
leaders in Lord Caitanya’s movement. In Lord Krsna’s pastimes,
Raghunatha Bhatta is the gopi, or cowherd girl. Sri Raga Manjart. In
A.D. 1579, he departed for the spiritual world.

(Full calendar on page 65.)
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have to do is pay our money, take our
secatsand dreamonasloving discarnates
lead us to enlightenment. Why, the Big
E. is just around the corner and any-
way—didn’tyouknow?—we are God.”

Many bogus gurus have succeeded
in the West the same way. In fact.in the
late 1970s a world-famous May
yoga society was almost shaken apart
when a Sanksrit-quoting preta who
claimed to be the group’s deceased

founder began speaking through a se-
nior stafl member. Though at last ex-
posed, the spook held sway over fifty
people who deserted the organization

rather than give up their belief that the |

great yogi had returned to them.

CHEATERS AND CHEATED

The way back to Godhead is not
the way ol preta-dosa. Krsna declares
in Bhagavad-gita, bhiitani yanti bhi-
tejya: “Those who worship ghosts and
spirits will take birth among such be-
ings.” By the chanting of the holy name

of Krsna, the evil influence of ghosts
and sinful life is destroyed at once
(bhiitebhyo’ mhobhya eva ca sarvany
etani bhagavan-nama-rapanukirtanat
prayantu sarksayam sadyo, from the
Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.8.27-28). But
as Srila Prabhupada used to say, “This
world is a place of cheaters and cheat-
ed.” People’s spiritual aspirations are
channeled by their stubborn resistance
tothe holy name of Krsna into the most
inauspicious realms of consciousness.
Their welcoming of hungry ghosts as
spiritual guides is indicative of their
desperate devotion to lowly habits and
fallacious ideas.

The desire to understand the real
sell beyond the body and to link our
consciousness with the Supreme is
an exalted aspiration, indeed the only
goal of human existence. But success-
ful completion of this goal requires
thatwe be purified of lust, which impels
us to the sinful activities ol meat-
eating, illicit sex, intoxication. and
gambling—activities that according to

the Garuda Purana are very attractive
to ghosts. Purification need not be
troublesome. however. Krspa is the
Supreme Pure,our dearmost [riend and
indwelling guide, and He has made
Himsell available to the fallen souls of
this dark age, Kali-yuga. by the simple
process of chanting hari-nama, His holy
name. We should obtain the holy name
only from those devotees whose atten-
tive hearing and chanting of transcen-
dental sound has carried them beyond
the grip of material desire.

For all their seductive cant, the hun-
gry ghosts and bogus gurus are dead
wrong. We are not God, and our indi-
vidual existence is not a figment of cos-
mic imagination. Life is not an illusion.
There is a purpose to everything, and it
is realized when we recover our eternal
link to the Supreme Person and His
pure devotees. &

Suhotra Swami is ISKCON's govern-
ing body commissioner for several
European countries.

TITANIC DISASTER
(continued from page 32)
difficulty. he humbly thinks he deserves
worse but Krsna is just giving him a
token reaction so he can learn from his
past mistakes and come closer to Krsna:

tat te ‘nukampanm su-samiksamano
bhunjana evatma-krtam vipakam

hrd-vag-vapurbhir vidadhan namas te
Jiveta vo mukti-pade sa dava-bhak

“My dear Lord, any person who is con-
stantly awaiting Your causeless mercy
to be bestowed upon him, and who
goes on suffering the resultant actions
of his past misdeeds, offering You re-
spectful obeisances from the core of
his heart, is surely eligible to become
liberated, for it has become his rightful
claim.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.14.8)

The Lord explains in the Bhagava-
tam (10.88.8) that sometimes to show
special mercy to His devotee He takes
away material things towhich the devo-
tee is attached. Krsna thereby induces
the devotee to take full shelter of Him
and thus achieve the highest happiness
and perfection.

The material world is fraught with
danger; the only shelter is Krsna and
Krsna consciousness.
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The Life article points out that man
has always been fascinated by disas-
ters. Why? I'd say it’s because we know
that a disaster may strike any of us at
any moment. Although in recent years

a whole field of risk management has |

developed to counteract risks and dan-
gers, still the only shelter is the Lord’s
lotus feet. And to take shelter of the

lotus feet of Krsna in the present age.,
one need only chant His holy names—
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna.,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama. Hare Rama.
Rama Rama, Hare Hare—and follow
His instructions in Bhagavad-gita and
Srimad- Bhagavatam.

The alternative is disaster—titanic
disaster. €

YOM’VQ. Jnvited!
The Sunday Feast

Most Hare Krsna centers around the world put on a special

festival every Sunday—for regulars as well as newcomers.

You're invited tojoin in the festival of music,dance,and spiri-

tual discourse and then sharing hearty plates of savories,

sweets, nectar drinks, and vegetable extravaganzas. Come by

and relish the taste of the world’s oldest cultural tradition.

Call your nearest center to find out the schedule for the

Sunday Feast. (See “Centers,” opposite page.)
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The International Society for Krishna Consciousness

GENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Founder-Acarya: His Diving Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

INDIA

Agarlala, Tripura — Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799 001

Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Satellite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Crossing, Ahmedabad 380 054/
Tel. (079) 674-2827 or -9945/ E-mail: jasomatinandan.zcbsp@com.bbt.se

Allahabad, U. P. — Hare Krishna Dham, 161 Kashi Raj Nagar, Baluaghat 211 003/
Tel. (0532 405204

Bamanbore, Gujarat — N.H. BA, Surendra-nagar District

Bangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 ‘R’ Block, Chord Rd., Rajaji Nagar 560 010/
Tel, (080) 332-1956/ Fax; (080) 332-4818/ E-mail: mpandit@giashg01.vsnl.netin

Baroda, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land. Gotri Rd., 390 021/ Tel. (0265) 326299/
Fax: (0265) 331012/ E-mail: baroda@com.bbt.se

Belgaum, Karnataka — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 580 006

Bharatpur, Rajasthan — c/o Jegvan Nirman Sansthan, 1 Gol Bagh Rd., 321 001/
Tel. (05644) 22044/ Fax: (05644) 25742

Bhubaneswar, Orissa — N.H. No. 5, IRC Village, 751 015/ Tel. (0674) 413517, 413475, or
450458/ E-mail: bhaktarupa.achsp@com.bbt.se

Bombay — (see Mumbai)

Calcutta, W. Bengal — 3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. (033) 247-3757 or -6075/
Fax; (033) 247-8515/ E-mail: caloutla@iom,.bbt.se

Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-8, 160 036/
Tel. (0172) 601590 or 603232

Chennai, Tamil Nadu — 59, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 600 017/ Tel, (044) 434-3266/
Fax: {044) 434-5929/ E-mail: bhanu.swami@com.bbt.se

Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu — Padmam 387, VGR Puram, Alagesan Rd.1, 641 011/ Tel. (0422)
435978 or 442749/ Fax: (0422) 435978 or 446355/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@com.bbt.se

Dwarka, Gujarat — Bharatiya Bhavan, Devi Bhavan Rd., Dwarka 361335/
Tel. (02892) 34606/ Fax: (02892) 34319

Gunlur, A.P. — Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509

Guwahati, Assam — Ulubari Chariali, South Sarania, 781 007/ Tel. (0361) 545863/
E-mail: guwahati@com.bbt.se

Hanumkonda, A.P. — Neeladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506 011/ Tel. (08712) 77399

Haridwar, U.P. — Prabhupada Ashram, G. House, Nai Basti, Bhimgoda, Haridwar 249401
(mail: P.0. Box 4)/ Tel. (0133) 422655 or 425849

Hyderabad, A.P. — Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ Tel. (040) 534959/
E-mail: hyderabad@com.bbt.se

Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Rel., 795 001/ Tel, (0385) 221587

Jaipur, Rajasthan — G-110 Uday Path, Shyam Nagar, 302 019 (mail: P.0. Box 270, Jaipur
302001/ Tel. (0141) 214022/ Fax: (0141) 370-947 (Attn: ISKCON)/
E-mail: iskcon@jp.vsnl.net.in

Katra, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Srila Prabhupada Marg, Kalka Mata
Iandir, Katra (Vashnov Mata) 182 101/ Tel. (01991) 33047

Kurukshetra, Haryana — 369 Gudr Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132 118/ Tel, (01744) 22806 or 23529

Lucknow, U.P. — 1 Ashok Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg, 226 018

Madras — (see Chennai)

Madurai, Tamil Nadu — 32 Chellatthamman Koil St. {Near Simmakkal), Madurai 625 001/
Tel. (0452) 627565

Mangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Ashram, Rosario Church Rd., Pandeshwar, Mangalare,
574001/ Tel. (0824) 420474

Mayapur, W. Bengal — Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham,
Dist. Nadia (mail: P.0. Box 10279, Baliyganj, Calcutta 700 019)/ Tel. (03472) 45238,
45240, or 45233/ Fax; (03472) 45238/ E-mail: mayapur.chandrodaya@com.bbt.se

Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhan, Tidim Rd / Tel. 795133

Mumbai, Maharashira (Bombay) — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (022) 520-6860/
Fax: (022) 620-5214/ E-mail; parijata.rms@con 58

Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Chowpatty, 400 007/ Tel. (022) 367-4500 or
369-0532/ Fax: (022) 367-7941/ E-mail: radha.krishna@com.bbt.se

Mumbai, Maharashtra — Shrusthi Complex, Mira Rd. (E), opposite Royal Collzge, Thane,
401 107/ Tel. (022) 881-7795 or -7796/ Fax: (022) 811-8875

Nagpur, Maharashtra — Junior Bhonsla Palace, Mahal, Nagpur 440 002/ Tel. (0712) 779201/
Fax: (0712) 722727

New Delhi — Sant Nagar Main Rd. {Garhi), behind Nehru Place Complex (mail: P. 0. Box 7061),
110 065/ Tel. (011) 623-5133/ Fax: (011) 643-3540 (Atin: ISKCOM)/
E-mail: ram.nam.gkg@com.bbt.se

New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110 026/ Tel. (011) 541-0782

Pandharpur, Maharashtra — Hare Krsna Ashram {across Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Sholapur,
413 304/ Tel. (0218) 623473

Patna, Bihar — Rajendra Nagar Rel. Mo. 12, 800 016/ Tel, (0612) 50765

Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (0212) 667259

*

+*

Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuthi, Swargadwar, Puri/ Tel. {06752) 23740

Secunderabad, A.P. — 27 St. John's Rd., 500 026/ Tel. (040) B05232/ Fax: (040) 814021/
E-mail: sahadeva.brs@com.bbt.se

Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Cachar Dist., 788 004

Siliguri, W. Bengal — Gitalpara, 734 408/ Tel. (0353) 426619/ Fax: (0353) 526130/
E-mail: siliguri@com.bbt.se

Sri Rangam, Tamil Nadu — 18A Thiruvadi St., Trichy, 620 006/ Tel. (0431) 433345

Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel. (0261) 685516 or 685891

Surat, Gujarat — Bhaktivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surat-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur,
P.0. Gangadhara, Dist. Surat, 394 310/ Tel. (0261) 667075

Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), Kerala — T.C. 224 , WG Hospital Rd., Thycaud,
695 014/ Tel. (0471) 328197/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@com.bbt se

Tirupati, A. P. — K.T, Rd., Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel, (08574) 20114

Udhampur, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Frabhupada Marg, Prabhupada
Nagar, Udhampur 182 101/ Tel. (01992) 70298

Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — [SKGON Hare Krishna Land, 338 120/ Tel. (02692) 30798

Varanasi, U. P. — Annapurna Nagar, Vidyapith Rd., Varanasi 221 001/ Tel. (0542) 362617

Vrindavana, U. P. — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti,
Mathura Dist., U.P. 281 124/ Tel. (0565) 442478 or 442355/ Fax: (0565) 442596/
E-mail: 105146.1570@compuserve.com; (Gurukula:) vourukula@com.bbt.se

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Ahmedabad District, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)

Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist, Karimganj

Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Oham, Dist. Gadhachiroli, 442 603/ Tel. (0218) 623473

Hyderabad, A. P. — P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tg., R.R. Dist., 501 401/ Tel. 552924

Karnataka — Bhaktivedanta Eco-Village, Nagodi P.0., Vollur Valley, Hosanagar Talug, Shivmoga
District, Karnataka 577 425 (mail: Garuda Guha, Kollur, D.K. District, Karnataka 576 220)

Mayapur, West Bengal — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)

Puri, Orissa — Sipasurubuli Puri, Dist. Puri/ Tel. (06752) 24592 or 24594

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Calcutta — Hare Krishna Karma-Free Confectionary, 6 Russel St., Calcutta 700 071

CANADA

Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth St. N.E., T2E 353/ Tel. (403) 265-3302/ Fax: (403) 547-0795/
E-mail: sahadevs@cadvision.com

Edmonton, Alberta — 9353 35th Ave., TGE RS/ Tel. (403) 439-9999/
E-mail: jsharma@mail.awinc.com

Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie I¥ Boulevard, H1V 205/ Tel. & fax: (514) 521-1301/
E-mail: iskconmonireal@sprint.ca

Dttawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St E., K1N BV4/ Tel, (613) 565-6544/ Fax: (613) 565-2575/
E-mail: 102623.2417@compuserve.com

Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack St., 34T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-1640

Toronto, Ontario — 243 Ave. Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415/ Fax; (416) 922-1021/
E-mail: toronto@com.bbt.se

Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 S.E. Maring Dr., Burnaby W5J 3G&/ Tel, (604) 433-9728/
Fax: (604) 431-7251; Govinda's Restaurant: (604) 433-2428/ E-mail: jaygo@direct.ca

RURAL COMMUNITY

Ashcroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama (mail: P.0O. Box 99, VOK 140, attn: Uttama Devi Dasi)/
Tel. (250) 453-2397/ Fax: (250) 453-2622 [aitn: (250) 453-2397)/
E-mail; devadeva@mail netshop.net

U.S.A.

+ Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave,, N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 378-9234/

Fax: (404) 373-3381/ E-mail: 76415.175@compuserve.com
Rustin, Texas — 807-A E. 30th St., 78705/ Tel. (512) 320-0372/ Fax: (512) 320-0477/
E-mail: sankarsana@aol.com
Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410) 744-4069 or 719-6738/
Tel. & fax: (410) 744-1624
Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart 5t., 94705/ Tel. (510) 540-9215/ E-mail: berkeley@com.org
Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/
E-mail: arun_gupta@hp-boise-omd.om.hp.com
Boston, Massachusetts — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/
Fax: (617) 266-3744/ E-mail: iskboston@anl.com
Chicago, llinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (773) 973-0900/ Fax: (773) 973-0526/
E-mail: trvkrm@aol.com
Columbus, Ohio — 379 W. Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/ Fax: (614) 294-0545/
E-mail: malati.achsp@com.bbt se

Note for international phone calls: When dialing from outside the country, drop the 0" that begins most city codes (the numbers shown in parentheses). Exceptions:
For Spain, the number to drop is the initial “9," for the CIS, “8." Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a + To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (91).

* New listing  # Temples with restaurants or dining

o Revised listing
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CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330/ Fax: (214) 823-7264/
E-mail: txkrishnas@aol.com
Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St 80220/ Tel, (303) 333-5461/ Fax; (303) 321-9052/
E-mail: nmd@com.org
Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ Fax: (313) 822-3748/
E-mail: fmansion@flash.net
Eugene, Oregon — 426 E. 12th Ave., 97401/ Tel. (541) 345-9053/ E-mail: eugene@com.bbt.se
Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (352) 336-4183/ E-mail: krishna@afn.org
Gurabo, Puerto Rico — HCO1-Box 8440, 00778-9763/ Tel. (787) 737-3917
Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. & fax: (860) 269-7252/
E-mail: bhaktirasa@poboxes.com
Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 595-3947/ Fax: (808) 595-3433/
E-mail; iskcon@aloha.net
Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel, (713) 686-4482/ Fax: (713) 686-0669/
E-mail: mbalar@hal-pc.org
Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion St., 92651/ Tel. (714) 434-7028/ Fax: (714) 487-9707/
E-mail: jagai@rupa.com
Long Island, New York — 197 S. Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4909/
E-mail; nimainitai@aol.com
Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676/ Fax: (310) 839-2715/
E-mail: svavasa.acbsp@com.bbt.se
Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/
Tel. (305) 442-7218/ Fax: (305) 444-7145/ E-mail: kesava.swami@com.bbt.se
New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 486-3583/
E-mail: 105225.401@compuserve.com
New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn 5t., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714/
Fax; (718) 875-6127/ E-mail: ramabhadra@acl.com
New York, New York — 26 Second Ave., 10003/ Tel. (212) 420-1130/ E-mail: dayananda@msn.com
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600/
Fax: (215) 247-8702/ E-mail: vindavana@netreach.net
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South St., 19148/ Tel. (215) 985-9335/
E-mail: savecows@aol.com
Phoenix, Arizona — 100 South Weher Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel. (602) 705-4900/
Fax: (602) 705-4801/ E-mail: 105613.1744@compuserve.com
Portland, Oregon — 5137 N.E. 42 Ave., 97218/ Tel. (503) 287-3252/ Fax: (503) 284-8350 (call first)/
E-mail: ksetra@aol.com
St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Boulevard., 63108/ Tel, (314) 535-8085/
Fax; (314) 535-0672/ E-mail: stl@com.org
San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92108/ Tel. (619) 483-2500/
Fax; (619) 483-0041/ E-mail: dmraj@ix.netcom.com
San Francisco — (see Berkeley)
San Jose, California — 2679 New Jersey Ave., 95124/ Tel. (408) 558-3197
Sealtle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. S.E,, Issaquah, 98027/ Tel. (206) 391-3293/
Fax: (206) 868-8928/ E-mail: haribol@iskcon.net
Spanish Fork, Utah — Krishna Temple Project & KHQN Radio, 8628 S. State Rd., 84660/
Tel. (801) 798-3559/ Fax: (801) 798-9121/ E-mail: carudask@burgoyne.com
Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic 5t., 32304/ Tel. & fax: (850) 681-9258/
E-mail: frr2897@garnet.acns.fsu.edu
Towaco, New Jersey — P.0. Box 109, 07082/ Tel. & fax: (973) 299-0970/ E-mail: iskconnj@blast.net
Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ Fax: (520) 791-0906
E-mail: 105613.1744@compuserve.com
Washington, D.C. — 3200 Ivy Way, Harwood, MD 20776/ Tel. (301) 261-4493/ Fax: (301) 261-4797/
E-mail: ifast@com.bbt.se
Washington, D.C. — 10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100/
Fax: (301) 299-5025/ E-mail: potomac@com.bbt.se
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Alachua, Florida (New Ramana-reti) — P.0. Box 819, 32616/ Tel. (904) 462-2017/ Fax: (904) 462-
3468/ E-mail: alachua@com.bbt.se
Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Rd., 39426/ Tel. (601) 748-0544 or
799-1354/ Fax: (601) 799-2924/ E-mail: talavan@datastar.net
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — (contact ISKCON Gurabo)
Hillshorough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/ Tel. (918) 732-6492/
Fax: (919) 732-8033/ E-mail: bkgoswami@compuserve.com
Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindavan) — R. D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/
Tel. (304) 843-1600/ Fax: (304) 845-0023/ E-mail: palaceofgold@juno.com
Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel. (615) 759-6888/
Fax; (615) 759-5785/ E-mail: 104400.3353@compuserve.com
Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. & fax: (717) 527-4101/
E-mail: acyutadasi@acsworld.net
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS AND DINING
Eugene, Oregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W. 8th St., 97401/ Tel. (503) 686-3531
Gainesville, Florida — Radha's, 125 NW 23rd Ave., 32609/ Tel. (352) 376-9012
San Juan, Puerto Rico — Gopal, 2018 Calle Tetuan, Viejo San Juan, 00901/ Tel. (787) 724-0229

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE, Northern Ireland/
Tel. +44 (01232) 620530

Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgbaston, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 {0121) 420-4999

Bristol, England — Alberta Cottage, Wraxhall Rd., Nailsea, BS19 1BN/ Tel. +44 (01275) 853788

Cardiff, Wales — 18 Greenfield Place, Caerphilly, Mid Glamorgan/ Tel. +44 (01222) 831579

Coventry, England — Sri Sri Radha Krishna Cultural Centre, Kingfield Rd., Radford, West Midlands
(mail: 19 Gloucester St., CV1 3BZ)/ Tel. +44 (01203) 552822 or 555420/
E-mail: haridas kds@com.bbt.se
Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire ML11 OES/
Tel. +44 (01555) 894790/ Fax: +44 (01555) 894526/ E-mail: 106225.2716@compuserve.com
Leicester, England — 21/21A Thoreshy St., North Evington, Leicester LES 4GU/
Tel. & fax: +44 (0116) 236-7723/ E-mail: gauranga.sundara@com.bbt.se
Liverpool, England — 114A Bold 5t., Merseyside L1 4HY, England/ Tel. +44 (0151) 708-3400 or
643-8817/ E-mail: iskcon.liverpool.uk@com.bbt.se
London, England (city) — 9/10 Soho St., W1V 5DA, London, England/ Tel. +44 (0171) 437-3662;
(residential/pujaris/shop:) 439-3606/ Fax: +44 (0171) 439-1127; Govinda's Restaurant:
Tel. +44 (0171) 437-4928; (office:) 437-5875/ E-mail: london@com.bbt.se
London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Lane, Watford, Herts,
WD2 8EZ, England/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244/ Fax: +44 (01923) 852896/
E-mail: bhaktivedanta. manor@com.bbt.se
London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Rd., South Norwood, London SE25/
Tel. +44 (0181) 656-4296 or 654-3138
Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rdl., Whalley Range, Manchester M16 8FT/
Tel. +44 (0161) 226-4416/ Tel. & fax: +44 (0161) 860-6117/
E-mail: krishna.dharma.mg@.com.bbt.se
Newcastle upon Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., Tyne & Wear, NE4 68R/ Tel. +44 (0181) 222-0150
Plymouth, England — 5 Erme Park, Ermington, Devon PL2 LY, England/ Tel. +44 (01548) 830085
Romford, England — 3 Rowan Walk, Hornchurch, Essex, RM11 2JA, England/
Tel. +44 (01708) 454092
RURAL COMMUNITIES
County Wicklow, Ireland — Rathgorragh, Kiltegan/ Tel. & fax: +353 (0508) 73305 or 73292/
E-mail: pragosa@connect.ie
Lisnaskea, Northern Ireland — Govindadvipa Dhama, ISKCON Inishrath Island, BT32 9GN
Lisnaskea, Co. Fermanagh/ Tel. +44 {013657) 21512 or 22682
London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)

(Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than twenty other cities in the UK. For
information, contact Bhaklivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P.0. Box 324, Borehamwood,
Herts WD6 1NB/ Tel. +44 [0181] 905-1244.)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT AND DINING
Dublin, Ireland — Govinda's Restaurant, 4 Aungier St., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01) 475-0309/
E-mail: pragosa@connect.ie
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AUSTRALASIA

AUSTRALIA

Adelaide — 227 Henley Beach Rd., Torrensville, SA 5031/ Tel. +61 (08) 8234-1378/
Fax: (08) B234-1481/ E-mail: nash0024@flinders.edu.au

Brishane — 95 Bank Rd.. Graceville (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indocroopilly), QLD 4068/
Tel. +61 (07) 3379-5455/ Fax; +61 (07) 3379-5880/ E-mail: brisbane@com.bbt.se

Canberra — 117 Hawksbury Crescent, Farrer, ACT 2607/ Tel. +61 (02) 6290-1869/
Fax; +61 (06) 286-4700/ E-mail: adi-p@msn.com

Melbourne — 197 Danks St., Albert Park (mail: P.0. Box 125), VIC 3206/ Tel. +61 (03) 9699-5122/
Fax: +61 (03) 9690-4093/ E-mail: melbourne@iskcon.net

Perth — 144 Railway Parade (mail: P.0. Box 102), Bayswater, WA B053)/ Tel. +61 (08) 9370-1552/
Fax: +61 (08) 9272-6636/ E-mail: vasudama@iinet.net.au

Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 {mail: P.0. Box 459, Cammeray, NSW 2062)/
Tel. +61 (02) 9959-4558/ Fax: +61 (02) 9957-1893/ E-mail: sraduucp@sraddha.dialix.oz.au

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Bambra (New Nandagram) — Qak Hill, Dean’s Marsh Rd., Bambra, VIC 3241/ Tel. +61 (052) 887383/
Fax; +61 (052) 887309

Millfield, NSW — New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mt. View Rd., Millfield, near Cessnock
[mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock], NSW 2325)/ Tel. +61 (049) 981800/ Fax: (Sydney temple)

Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella, via Murwillumbah
(mail: P.0. Box 687), NSW 2484/ Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6672-6579 or -3047
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CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Adelaide — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 79 Hindley St.. SA 5000/ Tel. +61 {08) §231-5258
Brisbane — Govindas, 1st floor, 99 Elizabeth St., QLD 4000/ Tel. +61 (07) 3210-0255
Brishane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick St., Fortitude Valley, QLD/
Tel. +61 (07) 3854-1016/ E-mail: brisbane@com. bt se
Melbourne — Crossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-2939/
E-mail: crossways@iskcon.net
Melbourne — Gopals, 139 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-1578

Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/ Tel. +61 (08) 92271684/

E-mail: perth@com.bbt.se
Sydney — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 529b King St., Newtown, NSW 2042/ Tel, +61 (02) 9550-6524

FlJI
Labasa — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912/ E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
Lautoka — 5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax: +679 66303%/
E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
Rakiraki — Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243/ E-mail: fiji@com. bt se
Suva — Joyee Place, Off Pilling Rd. Nasinu 7% miles, Samabula (mail: P.0. Box 3957)/
Tel: +679 381161/ E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
RESTAURANTS
Labasa — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Rd./ Tel. +679 811364
Lautoka — Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa St. and Naviti St/ Tel. +679 662990
Suva — Gopal's, 18 Pratt St/ Tel. +679 314154/ E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
NEW ZEALAND
Christchurch — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-130. Christchurch)/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-5174/
- Fax: +64 (03) 366-1965/ E-mail: iskconchch@clear.net.nz
Wellington — 105 Newlands Rd., Newlands (mail: P.0. Box 2753}/ Tel. +64 (04) 478-1414
RURAL COMMUNITY
Auckland (New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course
(mail: R.D. 2, Kurneu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 412-8075/ Fax: +64 (09) 412-7130
RESTAURANTS
Auckland — Gopal's, Civic House (1st floor), 291 Queen St/ Tel. +64 (09) 303-4885
Christchurch — Gopal's, 143 Worcester St/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-7035

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Port Moreshy — Section 23, Lot 46, Gordonia St., Hohala {mail: P. 0. Box 571, POM NCD)/
Tel. +675 259213

EUROPE (partial list)

Amsterdam — Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 JX, Amsterdam, The Netherlands/ Tel. +31 (020} 675-
1404/ Fax: +31 (020) 675-1405/ E-mail: amsterdam@com.bbt.se
Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12 Entlo 2, 08002 Barcelona/ Tel. +34 (09) 302-5194
Bergamao, Italy — Villaggio Hare Krishna, (da Medolago strada per Terno d'lsola) 24040 Chignolo
d'lsola (BG) Tel. +39 (035) 494-0706/ Fax; +39 (035) 494-0705/
E-mail: villagio.hare krsna@com.bibt.se
Berlin — Johannisthaler Chaussee 78, 12259 Berlin (Britz)/ Tel. +49 (030) 631-2400/
Fax: +49 (030) 618-9112/ E-mail: haribalaba.hks@com.bbt.se
Budapest — Mariaremetei ut. 77, Budapest 1028 11/ Tel, & fax: +36 (01) 275-8140/
E-mail:100263.3167@compuserve.com
Copenhagen (Hillerad), Denmark — Baunevej 23, 3400 Hillerod/ Tel. +45 4828-6446/
Fax; +45 4828-7331/ E-mail; dk.community@com.bbt.se
Gutenstein, Austria — Vedisches Kulturzeutrum, Markt 58, 2770 Gutenstein/
Tel. & fax: +43 (02) 634-7731/ E-mail: austria@com bbt.se
Helsinki — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D (11l krs) 00180, Helsinki/ Tel. +358 (0) 694-9879/
Fax: +358 (0) 694-9837
Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid, Spain/ Tel. +34 (91) 521-3096
0slo — Jonsrudve] 16, 0274 Oslo, Norway/ Tel. +47 (022) 552243/ Fax: +47 (022) 558172
Paris — 31 Rue Jean Vacquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. +33 (01) 4304-3263/
Fax; +33 (01) 4305-7864/ E-mail: nitai.gaurasundara.tkg@com.bit.se
Prague — Jilova 290, Prague 5-Zlicin 155 00/ Tel. +420 (02) 302-1282 or -1608/
Fax: +42 (02) 302-1628/ E-mail: prague@com.bbt.se
Rome — Sri Gaura Mandala, Via Mazzanese km. 0,700-Pian del Pavone 01036 Nepi (VT)/
Tel. +39 (0761) 527038 or 527251
Septon-Durbuy, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, B-6940 Septon-Durbuy/
Tel. +32 (086) 322926/ Fax: +32 (086) 322929/ E-mail: radhadesh@com bbt s
Stockholm — Fridhemsoatan 22, 11240 Stockhalm/ Tel. +46 (08) 654-8002/ Fax: +46 (08) 650-881
Vienna, Austria — Bhaktivedanta-Zentrum Wien, Roetzergaase 34/3. 1170 Vienna/
Tel. & Fax; +43 (01) 481-9212/ E-mail: vienna@com.bbt.se
Warsaw — Mysiadlo, k. Warszawy, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11 (mail: MTSK, 02-770,
Warszawa 130, P.0. Box 257)/ Tel. +48 (022) 750-7797 or -8248/
Fax; +48 (022) 750-8249/ E-mail: warsaw@com.bbt.se
Tiirich — Preyergrasse 16, 8001 Zirich/ Tel. +41 (01) 251-8859/ E-mail: nitai.rama.tkg@com.bbt se
RURAL COMMUNITIES
France (Bhaktivedanta Village) — Chateau Bellevue, F-39700 Chatenois/ Tel. +33 (03) 8472-6235/
Fax: +33 (03) 8482-6973/ E-mail: guru-sakii.hks@com.bbt.se
France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Male/
Tel. +33 (054) 402481
Germany (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20. 94118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel +49 (08583) 316/
Fax: +49 (08583) 1671

*

o

Italy (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Scopeti, 108, 50026 San Gascianc in Val di Pesa (F)/
Tel. +39 (055) 820054/ Fax: +39 (055) 828470

Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 (949) 280436/
E-mail: new.vrajamandala@com.bbl.se

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002 Barcelona/
Tel. +34 (93) 316-7729

Copenhagen — Govinda's, Noerre Farimagsoade 82/ Tel. +45 (03) 333-7444

Milan — Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 5, 20123 Milano / Tel. +39 (02) 862417

0slo — Krishna's Cuising, Kirkeveien 598, 0364 Oslo/ Tel. +47 (02) 260-6250

Vienna — Govinda, Lindengasse 24, 1070 Vienna/ Tel. +43 (01) 522-2817

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)

Kiev — ul. Menjinskogo, 21-h., 252054 Kiev, Ukraine/ Tel. +380 (8044 244-4944/
E-mail: acyuta@krsna kiev.ua

Moscaw — 8/3, Khoroshevskoye sh., 125284 (mail: P.0. Box 69), Moscow/ Tel. +7 (095) 255-6711/
Fax: +7 (095) 945-3317

St. Petershurg — 17, Bumazhnaya str., 198020, Russia/ Tel. +7 (8612) 186-7259 or -3690/
Fax: +7 (8812) 186-1170/ E-mail: temple@krsna.sph.su

RESTAURANT
St. Petersburg — Govinda's, 58, Angliysky ave., 190008, Russia/ Tel. +7 (8812) 113-7896

ASIA (partial list)

Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak St., Banagram, Dhaka 1203/
Tel. +880 (02) 236249

Hong Kong — 27 Chatham Rd. South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel. +852 (2) 7396818/
Fax: +852 (2) 724-2186/ E-mail: hong.keng@intercon.net

Jakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ Tel. +62 (021) 489-9646

Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha, Kathmandu (mail: P. 0. Box 3520)/ Tel. +977 (01) 371743/
Fax: +977 (01) 416996 (Attn: ISKCON)

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang
Lama, Petaling/ Tel. +60 (03) 780-7355, -7360, or -7369/ Fax: +60 (03) 781-1644/
E-miail: simheswar jps@com.bbi.se

Manila, Philippines — 92 Champagnat Rd., Marikina Heights, Conception, Marikina City

Tel Aviv, Israel — 16 ing George St. (mail: P. 0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480)/
Tel. +972 (03) 528-5475 or 629-9011/ Fax: +972 (03) 628-9011

Tokyo, Japan — 4-19-6 Subaru 1F, Kamitakada Nakano, Tokyo 164-0002/
Tel. +81 (03) 5343-9147/ Fax: +81 (03) 5343-3812

LATIN AMERICA (partial list)

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonagegui 2054 (1431)/
Tel. +54 (01) 523-4232/ Fax: +54 (01) 523-8085/ E-mail: iskcon-ba@gopalnet.com
Georgetown, Guyana — 24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara
Guayaguil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 or 309420/
E-mail: gurumanl@ecua.net.ec
Lima, Peru — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. 451 {014) 444-2871/ E-mail: limandir@inictel.gob.pe
Mexico City, Mexico — Gob, Tiburcio Montiel No. 45, 11850, Mexico DF/
Tel. & fax; +52 (5) 271-1953
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil — Rua Mugu, 120, Alto da Boa Vista, GEP 20531 180/
Tel. 455 (021) 267-0052
San Salvador, El Salvador — (mail: Apartado Postal 1506)/ Tel. +503 780799
Santiago, Chile — Carrera 330/ Tel. +56 (02) 638-8044/ E-mail: 16108hk@entel net
Sao Paulo, Brazil — Av. Angelica, 2583, Santa Cecelia, CEP 01227 200/ Tel, +55 (011) 259-7352

AFRICA (partial list)

Accra,Ghana — Samsam Rd., Off Accra-Nsawam Huy., Medie, P.0. Box 11686,
Accra North, Ghana

Cape Town, South Africa — 17 St. Andrews Rd.. Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 669-1529/
Fax; +27 (021) 686-8233/ E-mail: cape.town&@com.bbt.se

Durhan, South Africa — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle (mail: P.0. Box 56003), Chatsworth, 4030/
Tel. +27 (031) 403-3328/ Fax: +27 (031) 403-4429/ E-mail: durban@com.bbt.se

Johannesburg, South Africa — 40 Impala Grescent, Ext. 5 (mail: P.0. Box 926), Lenasia, 1820
South Africa)/ Tel. 427 (011) 854-1975/ Tel. & fax: +27 (011) 852-3176

Lagos, Nigeria — 25 Jaiyeola Ajata St., Ajao Estate, off International Airport Express Rd.
(mail: P.0. Box 8793, Osodi)/ Tel. & fax: +234 (01) 876169

Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds.
(mail: P.0. Box 82224, Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248

Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28946, Nairobi)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365/ Fax: +254 (02) 740957

Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Kristina Land, Pont Fer, Phoenix (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre
Bornes)/ Tel, +230 696-5804/ Fax: +230 465-1066

Port Elizabeth, South Africa — 15 Whitehall Court, Western Rd., Port Elizabeth, 6000

Port Harcourt, Nigeria — Second Tarred Rd., Ogwaja Waterside
(mail: P.0. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)

Pretoria, South Africa — 1189 Church St., Hatfield, D083 (mail: P.0. Box 14077, Hatfield, 0028)/
Tel. & fax: +27 (12) 342-6216/ E-mail: iskconpt@global.co.za

RURAL COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban, Bon Acceuil/ Tel. +230 418-3955

SEPTEMBER/ OCTOBER 1998 « BACK TO GODHEAD 59



JARASANDHA

(continued from page 29)

have the power to enforce the religious
principles and we practice those prin-
ciples. Indeed, seizing human beings
for sacrifice is never seen in this world.
How can you seek to worship Lord
Sankara, the benefactor of all, with
human offerings? Who else but you,
Jarasandha,could have such a perverted
mind that he would offer his fellow
kings as animals in sacrifice?

“We shall always come to save the
oppressed, and since you would destroy
ourown kin, we eltostop
you so that our kings may
flourish. You think there is no other
recal man among the warriors, O king,
but this is at once the great confusion
and the utter ruin of your reason.

“What ruler, O king. understanding
his noble
heaven at the end of his earthly battles,
when that celestial ahodc is undying
and beyond compare? O monarch of
the Magadhas, know for a fact that
warriors who worship the higher worlds
are initiated into the rite ol war, and
thus they undertake their march to
heaven. Victory takes one to heaven, O
king: great and true fame takes one to
heaven; heaven is for those who make
sacrifice in battle. Thatis the unswerving
sinless path.

“Even for Indra, it is ever esta-
blished that such character brings vic-
tory, and it was thus that Indra of the
hundred rites overcame the demons
and now rules the universe. Those who
stand on the path to heaven—whom
could they fight with who is equal to
you, with your vast Magadha armies,
soproud of theirnumbers and prowess?

“Do not belittle your foes, O king,
as if courage were in no other man
and fiery might rests exclusively in
vou. O lord of men, there is certainly a
power equal to yvours, and you will be

have come here
brother

lincage, would not strive lm

for more information, .

considered unique only as long as that
power is not aroused and clearly
perceived. We are a match for your
prowess, O king, and therefore [ say to
you, Magadha, give up your arrogance
and conceit. for you are among your
equals. Do not go with your sons, army,
and ministers to the abode of Death.
Dambhodbhava, Kartavirya, and a
former Brhadratha all belittled better
men in thisworld, and so all those kings
perished with their armies.

“We who desire to free the kings
from your grasp do not claim to be
[ am Krsna, son of Vasu-

two are the Pandavas,
heroes of mankind. We call you out, O
king! Be firm and fight, Magadha. or
release all the kings. We urge you:don't
2o to the abode of Death!™

Jarasandha said, I certainly didn’t
seize any undefeated kings. What de-
feated king will stand to oppose me?
And whoin this world has not been de-
feated by me? They say, Krsna, that this
is the fair way for a warrior to maintain
his life: showing his valor and gaining
control,he may then do what he desires.
Having prepared the kings [or sacrifice
to the deity, and remembering well,
Krsna,the warrior vow, how shall I now
release them out of fear?

“With army assembled against
army, [ shall fight—or one against one,
or with two or three of you, or with all
of you at once.”

brahmanas.

deva. These

Hridayananda Dasa Goswami, who
holdsa Ph.D.in Indology from Harvard
University, is Professor of Vaisnava
Theology at the Graduate Theological

Union in Berkeley, California.

Audio-cassette recordings of Hriday-
ananda Dasa Goswami's readings from
the Mahabharata are available from
The Hare Krsna Catalog. To order, or
see page 30.
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TI [ERE’S NOTHING worse than a
new convert,” admonished my grand-
mother. “They know just enough
about their religion that they’re com-
pletely gung-ho about it, and not
enough to have a balanced perspec-
tive on its teachings. They’re fanatics.
That’s what you're going to be
fanatic.”

Oh no, I'm not. I thought. [ know
what I'm doing.

Too bad I didn’t remember
Grandma’s warning a few years later
when [ sent my daughter to guru-
kula (a Krsna conscious boarding
school). “Fanatic,” unfortunately, was
the right word for me. There was too
much “sense gratification™ in the
gurukula to suit me. Why so much
emphasis on pretty dresses, special
hairdos, and prizes—pretty barrettes
and bangles—for chanting? Why so
much hugging, so many treats?
Wouldn’t all these things just
reinforce the girls’ material identity?

Since the gurukula was on the
Hare Krsna farm where I lived. the
girls came home every weekend. At
least then I could encourage my
daughter to be sober. Maybe some
formal hugs, but none of the silliness
the asrama teacher let the kids
indulge in. After all, I didn’t want to
develop a material attachment to my
daughter or reinforce her bodily
identity. [ knew these were dangerous
problems on the path of spiritual
development. [ knew everything, or
so [ thought. But. luckily, a cow
named Prema came along.

After my daughter had been in
gurukula for a year or so, I started
working in the barn, taking care of
the cows. Working with the cows
gradually changed me. First of all

il

The Land, the (ows, and Krsna

there was discipline. I had to be
punctual with the milkings so the
cows wouldn’t get sick. And I had to
keep them and the milk house very
clean. More discipline. I could under-
stand that. But there was another
part: love. [ had to talk to the cows,
brush them, pet them, and hug them.
The most affectionate cow was
Prema Vivhala. She was everyone’s
favorite. For Prema to give you milk,
explained my cowherd mentor, she
has to have affection for you, just as
she would for her call.

Every day when | picked up the
bucket, heavy with frothy white milk,
[ realized with humility the great
service Prema was doing: offering
her milk to Krsna. When [ heard that
a witch named Putana had attained

liberation by offering baby Krsna her

breast milk, even though she was
trying to poison Him. I knew that
Krsna would give Prema Vivhala an
even greater benediction. She was
performing an elevated devotional
service. Her spiritual progress was
certainly assured.

After a while I realized that to
enable Prema to perform devotional
service | too had to do my duty. I had
to make her love me. And to do that
I had to love her in terms she could
understand. She couldn’t understand
philosophy, but she understood a
reassuring tone of voice telling her
what a good girl she was for giving so
much milk. She understood being
brushed and stroked under the neck.
She had to feel that I loved her. And
it couldn’t be a trick—I had to
actually love her. That was my
devotional service to Krsna. And it
was pleasurable. And even though it
was love, it wasn’t material, because
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A Lesson from Prema

by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi

it was for our service to Krsna.

In time it dawned on me that 1
needed to take a similar approach
to help my daughter progress in
Krsna consciousness. [ had to love
her in terms she could understand. 1
had to let her know I loved her. If
she could feel my affection, that
would be an important motivation
for her advancement in Krsna
CONSCIOUSNESS.

Thanks to Prema Vivhala I was
finally figuring out what the asrama
teacher already knew: Love inspires
people to become Krsna conscious,
especially children. When our
affections are used in the wrong way,
they lead us away from spiritual life.
But that doesn’t mean they should
be suppressed, as | had mistakenly
guessed. Rather, they must be used
in a constructive way.

My daughter. now in college, still
has great affection for her gurukula
asrama teacher and visits her fairly
often. Recently I saw a note by the
teacher, saying how important it is
for children to feel unconditional
love from their parents so the chil-
dren can develop as healthy Krsna
conscious adults.

I relayed the information to my
daughter and asked, “Did you feel
we gave you unconditional love?”

“Oh, yes!” she replied.

[ should have told her that she
owed a lot of her happiness in Krsna
consciousness to Prema Vivhala.
Grandma would have been right
about me if it hadn’t been for the
lesson I learned from Prema.

Hare Krsna Devi Dast, an ISKCON

devotee since 1978, is co-editor of
the newsletter Hare Krsna Rural Life.
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TI--I COVER STORY, “India Turning
Fifty,” in National Geographic (May
1997) quoted Nehru, India’s first
prime minister, as having said that,
after independence from Britain,
India would rediscover herself. To
Nehru, this rediscovery meant that
India needed to manage—virtually
without industry in 1947—a poor,
growing population living in the grip
of a caste system. Now, the article
showed, middle managers of indus-
tries in Bangalore live in new classy
housing developments while a
homeless woman in Calcutta cooks
on a sidewalk, cows are still “revered
enough by Hindus to roam the
streets,” and Indians still perform
rituals in the holy Ganges. Naturally,
to some observers, India’s problems
and divisions seem to leave her devo-
tions unfulfilled. Thus people doubt
that India’s spiritual heritage—as old
as time—can cure human woes.

Yet a week after I saw the article
last spring, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
India’s prime minister, commended
ISKCON for globalizing the appeal
of Bhagavad-gita. ISKCON'’s mes-
sage, he said, is founded on the
philosophy of Bhagavad-gita, which
“answers all the moral concerns and
needs of the world.” How could he
make that claim for the Gita? To find
out, let’s relate the teachings of
Bhagavad-gita to some of the moral
issues raised in the National Geo-
graphic article.

National Geographic reported,
“An ancient Hindu verse says that
one who kills, eats, or permits the
slaughter of a cow will ‘rot in hell for
as many years as there are hairs on
the body of the cow so slain.” ™ Al-
though not specifically from the Gira,
this is a Vedic answer to one moral
concern: the treatment of animals.
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India at Fifty-One

by Tattvavit Dasa

People can eat lower animals or cows |
that die naturally. People should

never kill cows, which are revered

as the mothers of humanity because
they supply milk. Cows and bulls

are the most useful animals, and the

| Bhagavad-gita says that farmers

should fully protect them.

Horribly, people twist the idea of
protecting animals. Recently, when an
investigator claimed that unlawful,
inhumane practices are routine in the
six thousand slaughterhouses in
America, a spokeswoman for the
American Meat Institute responded,
“Animals are our raw materials. We
have no incentive to hurt them.”

From the state of Punjab, National
Geographic reported that “the

| Golden Temple in Amritsar serves as

the spiritual center for the world’s
twenty million Sikhs. *From Hindus
and Muslims have I broken free.’ said
Arjan Deva i, the fifth Sikh guru, in
the 1590s. The faith holds all people
equal in the eyes of God.”
Bhagavad-gita teaches that desig-
nations like Hindu, Muslim or Sikh,
Indian or American, and even human
being are false, or temporary, like
the bodies they designate. You are
not your body but a spirit soul,
Bhagavad-gita says; so forget designa-

| tions—and purify your consciousness

by using your senses and mind in the
service of Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. ISKCON
devotees are Hindus, Christians,
Americans, Indians—everything—but
they give up the bodily conception.
Srila Prabhupada mentioned about
his first followers, “If they had
thought, ‘I am an American.” then

| why would they have sought out me,

a poor Indian man?”
Indians are known outside India
as poor, and it’s a fact, Srila Prabhu-
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India’s Heritage

pada said in 1977. National Geo-
graphic put today’s poverty rate in
India at thirty-six percent. Poverty is
another moral concern addressed in
Bhagavad-gita: The Supreme Being
lines up your suffering and enjoy-
ment according to karma, the reac-
tions to what you did in a past life.
Srila Prabhupada. therefore, uplifted
the poor to Krsna consciousness by
giving them the chanting of the Hare
Krsna mantra and Krsna-prasadam,
food that relieves karmic reactions.

In 1977, however, Srila Prabhu-
pada told the editor of a Bombay
newspaper that Indians are actually
not poor: “If we cultivate our own
standard of knowledge, Bhagavad-
gita, then we are the richest, and we
can give the whole world the gift.
That is India’s prerogative. The whole
world is in the darkness of ignorance,
so India was expected after indepen-
dence to give the real knowledge.
Instead, she became victimized by
the glimmer of material civilization.
So I wanted that such a magnificent
gift from the side of India be contrib-
uted to the world.”

It’s five decades after indepen-
dence, but as Srila Prabhupada had
wished, India may still give the world
real knowledge. After lauding
Prabhupada’s contribution of global-
izing Bhagavad-gita’s message. the
prime minister advocated applying
on a national scale the ethic of the
Gita (2.50), yogah karmasu kausalam:
yoga is the art of all work. “This will
create a new work culture,” Mr. Vaj-
payee said, “and a new work culture
will create a new India.”

Tattvavit Dasa recently edited “Sur-
render Unto Me"™—An Overview of

| the Bhagavad-gita, by Bhitrijana

Dasa.



Vedic Thoughts

The liberated soul who merges into
the existence of the Lord
is no better than the trees. Trees also
stand in the Lord’s existence,
because material energy and the
Lord’s energy are the same. Similarly,
the Brahman effulgence
is also the energy of the Supreme Lord.
It is the same whether one
remains in the Brahman effulgence
or in the material energy, because in either
there is no spiritual activity.
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
h Swami Prabhupada
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 8257, Purport

L 4

For one who constantly meditates upon
My presence within all persons,
the bad tendencies of rivalry, envy,
and abusiveness, along with false ego,
are very quickly destroyed.
) Lord Sri Krsna
Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.29.15

*

Who can be worthy of the name
of the Supreme Lord
but the Personality of Godhead Sti Krsna?
Brahmaji collected the water
emanating from the nails of His feet
in order to award it to Lord Siva
as a worshipful welcome. This very water
[the Ganges] is purifying
the whole universe, including Lord Siva.

Sri Stita Gosvami
Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.18.21

Man‘iage with a view to peaceful
and virtuous life and with
a view to procreate servants of the Lord
is a good institution for a Vaisnava.
Spiritual cultivation is the main object of life.
Do everything that helps it and abstain
from everything that thwarts
the cultivation of the spirit.
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura
Shree Caitanya Mahaprabhu: His Life and Precepts

L g

Logic and arguments are insufficient to
understand the Absolute Truth.

Srila Vyasadeva
Brahma-sutra 2.1.11

L 4

Birth and other transformations
are undergone by the body but never
by the self, just as change occurs
for the moon’s phases but never for the
moon, though the new-moon day
may be called the moon’s “death.”

) Lord Balarama
Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.54.47

*

When the Vedic literature
describes the Personality of Godhead
as being without any qualities (nirguna),
this means that the Lord does not
possess any material qualities.

It does not mean that

He has no spiritual qualities.

| Padma Purana (Uttara-khanda 255.39.40)

Send your favorite quotations to: Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, P.O. Box 430, Alachua, FL. 32616, USA.
Or Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, 33 Janki Kutir, Next to State Bank of Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049, India.

Contributors of Vedic Thoughts for this issue: Rame$vara Dasa (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra, Germany), Sudarsana Ramanuja Dasa
(Mumbai), Gour Govinda Dasa (Honolulu), Bhakti Vikasa Swami (Baroda, India), Kadridhanayu Devi Dasi (Wroclaw, Poland)
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SPEAKS OUT
(continued from page 43)
animal’s propensities.

But when the soul receives a hu-
man body, he must come to the human
platform—inquisitive. Like Sanatana
Gosvami, e must ask, ‘ke ami,” ‘kene
amaya jare tapa-traya’: “Who am 17
Why must [ endure all these miseries,
culminating in death?” Of course,
the modern animalistic human is not
interested in these essential questions.
Instead he inquires, “How shall I de-
velop my economic position?” But
Sanatana Gosvami already had a very
high-grade economic position and left
it behind. He was notinterested insuch
temporary affairs. He was interested
in knowing, ‘ke ami,” ‘kene amaya jare
tapa-traya’: “Who, actually, am 1? And
what is my position? Why I am suffer-
ing in this material atmosphere?” That
is human life.

Srila Prabhupada, isn’t it also true that

| Arjuna asks these questions?

Srila Prabhupada: Oh, yes. Karpanya-
dosopahata. Karpanya-dosa. “Due to
miserly weakness, my dear Krsna, I
have neglected my real duty, which is

to understand my actual, spiritual self

and then serve You. Rather, I have
been thinking about the bodily wel-
fare of my nonsensical relatives and
teachers, even though they are wag-
ing a war to usurp my kingdom. What
is this foolishness? 1 know that.
“After all, no matter how tender
my sentiments, what benefit will these
rascals get? It may be that they are
going to die in this war. But sooner or
later, this way or that, they are going
to die. What can I do? So therefore,
why am I perplexed about their bodily
fate? I know that this is my defect. I
cannot cause these living entities’
deaths or births, nor can 1 prolong

Disciple: Returning to Bhagavad-gita, | their lives. All this is beyond my tiny

Awakened Intelligence

by Dravida Dasa

kamadinam kati na katidha palita dirnidesas

tesdm jata mayi na karund na trapa nopasantih

utsrjyaitan atha yadu-pate sampratarm labdha-buddhis

tvam ayatah saranam abhayam mam niyunksvatma-dasye

In how many ways have I sought to obey

The seductive demands of my wicked desires?

They’ve shown me no mercy, yet on I've gone, shamelessly

Trying to quench lust’s unquenchable fires.

But now I'm rejecting those hellish desires, for my

Higher intelligence now has awoken;

O Krsna, O shelter of fearlessness, please let me

Serve You with faith that will never be broken.

(A poetic translation of Sri Caitanya-caritamrta,

Madhya-lila 22.16)

04
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jurisdiction. Still, I am anxious: If I kill
them, then what will happen? What
will happen?”

“Youmaykill them or not kill them,
Arjuna,” says Krsna. “But rest assured,
they’ll be killed, today or tomorrow.
Gatasan agatasums ca nanusocanti
panditah: A learned man knows that
this material body will be finished, to-
day or tomorrow—sowhy be concerned
about this body?”

Concern should be for the person
within the body—whether he’s going
to heaven or hell,up or down, ardhvari
gacchanti or tamo gacchanti. This is
the issue of real concern. The materi-
al body will be finished, today or to-
morrow or after a hundred years.
Who can protect it? But one should
be concerned about the body’s owner:
where he is going—what will be his
next position. And in Bhagavad-gita
Lord Krsna clearly delineates this is-
sue. Urdhvam gacchanti sattva-stha,
madhye tisthanti rajasah, ... adho
gacchanti tamasah: According to the
modes of nature in which you are liv-
ing your present life, you are decid-
ing whether, in your next life, you will
2o up or down or remain in the same
status. Three outcomes are possible:
up, down, or the same status.
Disciple: Today, though, Srila Prabhu-
pada, people may say, “I have a soul,”
but they live pretty degradedly, as if
“Really,l am this material body—that’s
all there is.” They live as if they’ll have
no next life. Or they think in the next
life they’re automatically going upward,
because, theysay,they’ve accepted God

| orJesusor Muhammadinto their heart.

Meanwhile, they go on breaking God’s
laws all over the place and just gener-
ally catering to their bodily whims. Just
living a low-grade life.

Srila Prabhupada: Therefore, they're
rascals. And for the rascals, Bhagavad-
gita’s teaching is there. Learn. People
are giving far too much emphasis on
the material body: “When this current
bodyis finished,everythingis finished.”
They donot know anything beyond the
body. But real knowledge begins when
we learn, “No—you are beyond this
body.” This is real knowledge. This is
the beginning of knowledge. Any other

| knowledge except this—that is igno-

rance. People are accepting ignorance

| as knowledge. @



The Hare Krsna Calendar

This calendar is calculated for
Sridham Mayapur, West Bengal,
India. Dates may vary by one day
for other locations. Consult your
local Hare Krsna temple for the
exact dates for your area.

Month of Hrsikesa
(August 9-September 6)

SEPTEMBER

2 — Parsva Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans. Fasting till noon for
the appearance of Lord Vamanadeva
(tomorrow).

Lord Vamanadeva

3 — Sri Vamana-dvadasi, appearance
anniversary of Lord Vamanadeva.
Appearance anniversary of Srila Jiva
Gosvami, one of the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana.

4 — Appearance anniversary of Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura, father of Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
(Srila Prabhupada’s spiritual master)
and a pioneer in spreading Krsna
consciousness in English.

5 — Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Haridasa Thakura, foremost

teacher of chanting Hare Krsna.
Fasting till noon, followed by feasting.

6 — Anniversary of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s accepting sannyasa, the re-
nounced order of life. Third month of
Caturmasya begins (fasting from
milk).

| Month of Padmanabha

(September 7-October 5)

12 — Anniversary of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s arrival in the United States.

16 — Indira Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

OCTOBER

1 — Ramacandra Vijayotsava, the
anniversary of Lord Ramacandra’s
victory over the demon Ravana.
Appearance anniversary of Srila
Madhvacarya, a Vaisnava philosopher
and spiritual master who appeared in
the thirteenth century.

2 — Pasankusa Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

3 — Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami,
Srila Raghunatha Bhatta Gosvami,
and Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Go-
svami, great associates and followers
of Lord Caitanya.

5 — Sr1 Krsna Saradiya Rasa-yatra.
Disappearance anniversary of Sr1
Murari Gupta, an associate of Lord

| Caitanya. Beginning of Damodara-

vrata. Offering lamps for one month.
Also, the fourth month of Catur-
masya begins (fasting from drad dal).

Month of Damodara

| (October 6-November 4)

10 — Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Narottama Dasa Thakura, a
great devotee of Krsna known for his
Bengali devotional songs.

16 — Rama Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

20 — Diwali, the festival of illuminat-
ing Krsna's temples with lamps. Call
vour local Hare Krsna temple for
details.

21 — Govardhana Puja, the festival
commemorating the worship of
Govardhana Hill by the residents of
Vrndavana and Krsna’s lifting the
hill. Call your local Hare Krsna
temple for details.

24 — Disappearance anniversary
of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada,
founder-acarya of the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness.
Devotees observe this day with
personal remembrances of Srila
Prabhupada, readings from his
biography, and fasting till noon,
followed by feasting.

28 — Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Srinivasa Acarya, a great
follower of the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana.

31 — Utthana Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans. Also, the disappear-
ance anniversary of Srila Gaura-
kiSora Dasa Babaji, spiritual master
of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura, who was Srila Prabhupada’s
spiritual master. Fasting till noon.

NOVEMBER

A Krsna Rasa-yatra. Last day
of Damodara-vrata and Caturmasya.

Month of Kesava

(November 5-December 3)

14 — Utpanna Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

30 — Moksada Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans. Also, Gita Jayanti,
the anniversary of the day on which
Lord Krsna spoke the Bhagavad-gita.



FROM THE EDITOR

Have a Blast, O Tiger Among Men!

ONE OF OUR BTG staff members suggested
that I comment here on the nuclear blasts
detonated, amidst considerable publicity, by
India and her arch-rival Pakistan. I'm not
much inclined to do it.

For me it’s boring. ['m getting tired of the
material world. OK—India and Pakistan are
now better equipped to blow each other up,
and maybe they will. That means death, and
lots of it.

But what do you expect? That’s the ma-
terial world: everyone has to die.

Taking a materialistic point of view: Life
is nothing but chemicals racing around. So
even if the entire human race gets ended
early, so what? It means nothing.

And taking a spiritual point of view: The
real self, the soul, is eternal. It is never born
and never dies. It can never be killed, even by
the most powerful weapon. The body may be
destroyed, but the spark of consciousness
within it, never. That spiritual spark moves
onward from one body to the next, cycling
and recycling from one lifetime to another,
untouched by death.

Well, almost untouched. As long as we
identify with the material body, confounding
the body with the self, we are shafted by the
miseries that come upon the body, like birth,
death, disease, old age. But as soon as we dis-
tance ourselves from the body, knowing that
we are not the bodily machine but a spiritual
spark of Krsna, the Personality of Godhead.
we become free from all material burdens.
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Why then should we waste our time get-
ting worked up about the nukes of India and
Pakistan? We’ve got better things to do. Hu-
man life is meant for spiritual realization.
So better to get on with it, and on with it
seriously.

By chanting Hare Krsna, keeping com-
pany with devotees of Krsna, livingin a Krsna
conscious atmosphere, serving Krsna, and
reading books like Srimad-Bhagavatam that
bring us in touch with Krsna, we can easily
and joyfully progress.

But will people do that? A few. The rest
prefer to live like cats and dogs, busy busy
busy in eating, sleeping, fighting, and sex.

Hence the wild popularity of the new
drug Viagra,every old man’s dream, designed
to give power to the impotent, renewed Vvi-
tality to old male organs, new hope for super
sex well into your decrepitude.

In Bhagavad-gitawe find the word purusa-
vyaghra (yes, pronounced nearly the same
way)—"O tiger among men!” Indeed. Take
this pill,old man, and become a tiger, a chem-
ically recharged tiger,sensesroaring. Become
a fool, stalking once again the jungle of
material existence, pouncing upon illusory
happiness, slavering over tired meat, sinking
your fangs into stupidity. Indeed, show your
stripes.

And forget about spiritual realization.
Just live live live for nothing, till death nukes
you. Again and again and again.

—Jayadvaita Swami



Do you aspire Would you say there' Would you like

for higher consciousness more to a person to have a deeper
than just the biological understanding of karma
machinery of the body? and reinamation?

Do you ever wonder Do you sometimes
what happens to a person wonder who you
after death! really are?
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you should be reading Back to Godhead

To subscribe, call 1-800-800-3284. (Or write to: BTG, P. 0. Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, USA.
Fax: 1-910-871-3641. E-mail: btgsubs@com.bbt se.)
One year (6 issues) is only $17.95 (reqularly $24). Canada: $20.95 (Canadian dollars).
Other countries: $26.95 (US funds only, and payable on a US bank).
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