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To help all people discern reality from illusion, spirit from matter, the eternal from the temporary.

To expose the faults of materialism.
To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques of spiritual life.
To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.

To celebrate the chanting of the holy names of God as taught by Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

To help every living being remember and serve Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead.
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FROM THE EDITOR

Lord Caitanya’s 510th Anniversary

In the Prabhupada Centennial Year

WHEN I FIRST HEARD the name of Lord
Caitanya, I pictured a tall gentleman in Wel-
lingtons, riding whip in hand—your turn-of-
the-century British lord.

Had it not been for Srila Prabhupada,
most likely I'd never even have heard Lord
Caitanya’s name. Nor, certainly, would I have
come to recognize Lord Caitanya to be iden-
tical with Krsna Himself. Nor, for that matter,
would I have known who Krsna is.

But because of Srila Prabhupada I came
toknow Krsna as the Absolute, the Godhead,
the source of everything. I came to hear how
Krsna deploys His all-pervasive energies. I
came to know of Krsna’s form as a cowherd
boy, decorated with ornaments and peacock
feather, bearing a flute, and sporting with the
cows and cowherd people of Vrndavana. And
[ came to learn how the qualities, abode, and
pastimes of Krsna could be specific and
tangible and at the same time transcendent.

This science of Krsna, brought to us by
Srila Prabhupada, had been taught five
centuries ago in India by Lord Caitanya. Far
from being a mere lord of Britain, Lord Cai-
tanya, though appearing as a Bengali teacher

and saint, was Krsna Himself, the Lord of

everything, in the form of His own devotee.
And this was not merely Srila Prabhupada’s
opinion; it was confirmed by Vedic scripture.

Lord Caitanya taught the chanting of the
holy names Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

Chant and be happy. Chant and be puri-
fied. Chant and attain love of Krsna. This was
the message of Lord Caitanya.

One time, some twenty years ago, a
senior Hare Krsna devotee told me a story.

He had heard from another devotee some-
thing unusual that Srila Prabhupada had said:
The devotees of the Hare Krsna movement
were all eternal associates of Lord Caitanya.

Like Lord Krsna Himself, when Lord
Caitanya comes to earth He brings with Him
from the spiritual world some liberated souls
who eternally share in His pastimes. Or
sometimes, even when the Lord Himself
doesn’t come, He sends some of His eternal
associates on a mission to the material world.

So Srila Prabhupada had supposedly said
that we members of the Hare Krsna move-
ment were in fact such eternal associates.

Some time later, this devotee was sitting
in Srila Prabhupada’s presence and decided
to ask a question: “Srila Prabhupada, is it
true the devotees in ISKCON are eternal
associates of Lord Caitanya?”

In a characteristic accent, drawing the
word out quite beyond its usual length, Srila
Prabhupada answered: Yes.

[t was a mystical moment. The devotee
could only sit there in ecstasy. We—we!—
that small band of ISKCON devotees—were
actually Lord Caitanya’s eternal associates.

Then, after a moment, Srila Prabhupada
added, “Everybody 1s.”

The meaning was clear. Everyliving being
is by nature an eternal associate of the Lord.
Now, having forgotten Krsna, we are condi-
tioned souls, lost in matter. But by reviving
our Krsna consciousness we can return to our
natural, liberated state and go back home,
back to Godhead, back to the Lord’s eternal
association. Lord Caitanya showed how to
do it. And Srila Prabhupada brought Lord
Caitanya’s teachings to the world.

—Jayadvaita Swami
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Letters

Thanks to Prabhupada

I am an ardent follower of this beau-
tiful magazine, and I have decided to
share my story with the thousands of
readers of BTG. 1 came from a
family with a strong religious back-
ground, all widely read in the holy
scriptures. We were disciplined to
follow the strict Vedic rules, like
going to satsangas and singing bha-
janas. Unfortunately, I was married
into a home where religion was not
viewed as a top priority. But although
the family was large I made time to
do some service to the Supreme
Lord.

Many years later my dad passed
away, and as we were an extremely
close family I became severely
depressed. It was then that a friend
suggested 1 join the temple and chant
the Hare Krsna maha-mantra. I did.
It immediately gave me tremendous
inner strength.

Today I am a regular devotee of
the Hare Krsna temple and the con-
gregational services in my district.
They remind me of my happy days I
spent with my parents.

Happy chanting to all your won-
derful readers. Through your
magazine I would like to thank the
dedicated, much revered, and true
guru His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada for
clarifying the Bhagavad-gita, for
founding the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON), and for writing his many
literary works. Through the dedica-
tion of His Divine Grace we are
able to understand and follow righ-
teous principles. As Krsna says in
Bhagavad-gita, “One who is engaged
for the welfare of others, who works
without fruitive gain, and who is
always thinking of Me as the su-
preme goal will no doubt attain Me,
My dear Arjuna.”

Our deepest gratitude for bringing
knowledge, wisdom, hope, and spiri-
tual guidance to so many towns,
villages, and suburbs. Thank you.

S. Persadh
Durban, South Africa
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Prison Ministries Appreciation
BTG magazine is like a spiritual
feast. Each preparation is more suc-
culent than the one before.

I'm writing to get across a brief
message for more devotees to get
involved with ISKCON Prison
Ministries.

Spearheading IPM is a selfless
devotee, Candrasekhara Dasa. He
gets hundreds of names of interested
prisoners. He passes them out to
different IPM workers like my-
self. I began writing inmates three
and a half years ago. I was given five
names.

My body is always breaking

| down, so I had lots of time to write,
and eventually I had over sixty men

to write to! I usually write two to
four hours a day, five days a week.
Srila Prabhupada’s Centennial

| year is here, and we need more

people to lighten the load, which
gets bigger and bigger every day!
One of my inmates was initiated last
year by Bir Krsna Goswami, who
went into the prison to perform the
initiation ceremony. I hear that he
may be initiating another inmate of
mine in 1996,

This service keeps me fired up.
Researching answers to the many
questions I am asked each week
keeps me focused on Srila Prabhu-
pada’s blissful purports.

IPM is a service that is never
over. Once I think I am finally
caught up, the mail comes and I start
all over again.

In three and a half years I've
probably placed 200 books—and the
Jjapa beads I cannot count. I am very
blessed to be a part of ISKCON
Prison Ministries, and as long as I
have the strength to write, I'll write.
Thank you.

Bhagavati Devi Dasa
Aurora, Colorado

Armenians in India
First, thank you for your very inspir-

I ing magazine. I think the November

issue on Manipur is one of the best I
have ever seen. I particularly enjoy

e




those extended features on the tradi-
tional culture of India.

I would also like to comment on
the atrocious persecution in Armenia
(BTG, July/August 1995).

It would be desirable if the violent
elements in that country would learn
the same tolerance always displayed
to the Armenian minority living in
India.

My research at my local public
library reveals that there is a very old
relationship between Armenia and
India. The first foreign settlers in
Calcutta were the Armenians who
arrived in the sixteenth century. They
gained much influence at the
Nawab's court, becoming bankers,
generals, and ministers. By the time
the British East India Company
arrived in the 1690, the Armenians
were so wealthy that they were able
to lend the British money to pur-
chase trading rights.

Armenian settlers in India later
spread their influence to Burma,
China, and Southeast Asia, becoming
influential in trade and politics.

Today two hundred Armenians
still live in Calcutta. They have their
own independent church and three
centers of worship there. The
Armenian Holy Church of Nazareth
is the oldest Christian church in
Calcutta.

If the people and government of
Armenia were mindful of these long
and successful links that they have
with India, then surely they would
treat with the respect they deserve
their own citizens who follow Lord
Caitanya’s Vaisnava movement from
Bengal.

Armenians have always been
allowed to follow their own customs
in India, so surely the same treatment
should apply to those who choose to
follow India’s great spiritual culture
in Armenia.

Peter Commandeur
Christchurch, New Zealand

Satisfying Nectar
Thank you very much for your col-
umn on book distribution by Navina

| Nirada Prabhu. I can easily read

pages more of his or any other book
distributor’s realizations. It is the
nectar for which we are always anx-
ious! Any of us who have directly

| distributed Srila Prabhupada’s books

or his magazine Back to Godhead or
are doing so now share an open se-
cret: There is an immediate feeling of
transcendental satisfaction and reci-
procation from the Supersoul when

Gaura Dasa distributes Back to Godhead in
Ottawa, Canada.

someone you've talked to walks away
with one of Srila Prabhupada’s
books.

When I moved into our Chicago
temple at the end of 1975, there was
an incredible momentum for book
distribution. It was like a party every
day to go with the book distributors
to O’Hare Airport. A sankirtana
party! To serve the book distributors
was always a thrilling experience. I
would bring them more books or
arrange prasadam and observe and
listen to them as they encouraged
celebrities, dignitaries, and ordinary
folks from all over the world to
receive Srila Prabhupada’s books.
That was the most devotionally
intense and ecstatic time of my life.

The description of Navina Nirada
Prabhu’s sasikirtana pastimes with the
handicapped man, the drug addict
with AIDS, and the gentleman
depressed over his mother’s death

| reminds us that there is hope for all

who take shelter of the Krsna con-
sciousness movement. Everyone can

| be freed from suffering very quickly

through the enlightenment that book
distribution brings.

Gaura Dasa

Montreal, Quebec, Canada

Reasons for Thanks
I couldn’t help weeping somewhat

| when I read Satsvariipa Dasa Go-

swami’s “Lessons from the
Road” in the November/
December issue. Actually,
this is not an unusual reac-
tion for me when reading
BTG articles. I often offer to
read to my husband from
BTG or a Prabhupada book
when he’s driving us some-
where, but I invariably start
to choke on the words and
make it a very awkward
scene. This particular article,
however, was wonderfully
presented with the perfect
choice of Vedic references.
I know because this past
year has been for me an
extremely treacherous one
of health and financial hardship.
“Lessons from the Road” was so
convincing that it gave me great relief
and remembrance of all the reasons
to be thankful. Thank you, Satsva-
rupa Goswami, and thank you, BTG.

Raga Dasi

San Diego, California

RSE(] RYFouny

Looking Forward to Krsna’s Presence
I am glad to find you have put a Hare
Krsna Catalog in the middle of the
magazine. I look forward to BTG.
There is so much to read. It is like
looking at and being in the presence
of Krsna.

Evelyn K. Harris

Hayward, California

We'd like to hear from you. Please
send correspondence to: The Editors,
Back to Godhead, P. O. Box 430,
Alachua, Florida 32616, USA.

Fax: (904) 462-7893.

E-mail: editors@iskcon.com
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EACHING
KRSNA
His WAY

No need to guess—Krsna lets
us know which method
of reaching Him will work.

A lecture given in New York City,
on November 28, 1966

by His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness
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na sadhayati mam yogo na sankhyam dharma uddhava
na svadhyayvas tapas tyago vatha bhaktir mamorjita

[The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna, said:] “My
dear Uddhava, neither through astanga-yoga [the mystic
yoga system to control the senses|, nor through impersonal
monism or an analytical study of the Absolute Truth, nor
through study of the Vedas, nor through practice of austeri-
ties. nor through charity, nor through acceptance of san-
nyasa can one satisfy Me as much as one can by developing
unalloyed devotional service unto Me.”

—Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.14.20

(quoted in Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 20.137)
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ORD CAITANYA is speaking an al-
legory in which an astrologer tells
a poor man where to dig to find
a treasure. The treasure represents
Krsna consciousness, or love of God,
and the directions in which the man is
toldtodigrepresent different processes
by which people search for the Abso-
fute Truth,

The astrologer tells the poverty-
stricken man, “You are actually a very
rich man’s son, but you do not know
this. Therefore you are suffering.”

Painting by Ramadasa Abhirama Dasa

Tobe poorin thisworldisa curse for
ordinary people, those under the con-
cept of material life, whereas the spiri-
tually enriched have nothing to do with
the poverty or wealth of this world.
The living entities are not meant to be
poverty-stricken, because they are part
and parcel of the Supreme Lord, the
supreme proprictor. Every living en-
tity has the birthright to enjoy God’s
property, just as the son inherits the
property of the father. That is the law,
But under the spell of illusion we have

The verse Srila Prabhu-
pada speaks on in this
issue is from Lord Krsna's
instructions to Uddhava
just before the Lord left
this world.

Foreseeing the end of
His family (the Yadu
dynasty), and desiring to
bring a close to His earthly
pastimes, Lord Sri Krsna
(shown here in His four-
armed form) went to a
secluded spot on the bank
of the River Sarasvati and
sat down beneath a young
banyan tree. The Lord’s
intimate devotee Uddhava
followed Him to that spot,
because he was unable 1o
bear separation from his
master. The great sage
Maitreya also came upon
the Lord at that time, and
he too sat down to listen to
the Lord s last message.

| forgotten our relationship with the su-

preme father; therefore we are suffer-
ing. That is the diagnosis.

Now we have to find out how to go
back home. back to Godhead. That
should be the mission of human life.
Never mind why we are in contact with
the material world. By the instruction
of the astrologerlike Vedic literature
we should come to the point of finding
out how to go back to Godhead. Just as
the astrologer is giving hints to the
poor man, the Vedic literature gives us
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CALENDAR CLOSE-UP

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu

Appearance Day: March 5

Five hundred and ten years ago, Lord Krsna appeared as Sri( ‘aitanya
Mahaprabhu in Navadvipa, West Bengal. The following account of
His appearance is from Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Adi-lila 13.63-94),
by Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami.

efore the appearance of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, all the

devotees of Navadvipa used to gather in the house of Advaita
Acarya. In these meetings of the Vaisnavas, Advaita Acarya used to
recite Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam, decrying the paths of
philosophical speculation and fruitive activity and establishing the
superexcellence of devotional service. . . .

But Sri Advaita Acarya Prabhu felt pained to see all the people
without Krsna consciousness simply merging in material sense
enjoyment. . . .

Srila Advaita AcaryaPrabhu thought, “If Krsna Himself appears
to distribute the cult of devotional service, then only will liberation
be possible for all people.”

With this consideration in mind, Advaita Acarya Prabhu,
promising to cause Lord Krsna to descend, began to worship the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna, with fulasi leaves and
water of the Ganges. By loud cries He invited Krsna to appear, and
this repeated invitation attracted Lord Krsna to descend. . ..

In the month of January in the year 1406 of the Saka Era [A.D.
1485], Lord Sri Krsna entered the bodies of both Jagannatha Misra
and Saci. . . .

Jagannatha Misra told his wife, “In a dream I saw the effulgent
abode of the Lord enter my heart. From my heart it entered your
heart. I therefore understand that a great personality will soon take
DIt

Thus in the year 1407 of the Saka Era in the month of Phalguna
[March—April] on the evening of the full moon, the desired auspicious
moment appeared. . . .

When the spotless moon of Caitanya Mahaprabhu became
visible, what would be the need for a moon full of black marks on its
body? Considering this, Rahu, the black planet, covered the full
moon, and immediately vibrations of “Krsna! Krsna! Krsna!” inun-
dated the three worlds. All the people thus chanted the Hare Krsna
maha-mantra during the lunar eclipse, and their minds were struck
with wonder. When the whole world was thus chanting the holy name
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna in the form of
Gaurahari [Caitanya Mahaprabhu] appeared on the earth.

In all the revealed scriptures of Vedic culture, devotional service
to Lord Krsna is explained throughout. Therefore devotees of Lord
Krsna do not recognize the processes of philosophical speculation,
mystic yoga, unnecessary austerity and so-called religious rituals.
They do not accept any process but devotional service.

(Full calendar, page 63)
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hints so that we can become the richest
by reviving our lost relationship with
our father.

There are different paths for reviv-
ing that relationship,but Lord Caitanya
says that no method but bhakti will
work. The Vedic literature says the
same thing. In today’s verse Lord Cai-
tanya is citing evidence from Srimad-
Bhagavatam: nasadhayati mam yogah.
Lord Krsna says, “The yoga process
cannot achieve success in reaching
Me.” Na sarikhyam. Sankhyam means
“philosophical speculation.” *That also
cannot reach Me.” Na . . . dharma
uddhava. Dharma means “religious
principles.” and uddhava means “O
My dear Uddhava.”

Justas Lord Krsnainstructed Arjuna
inthe Bhagavad-gita, He alsoinstructed
his cousin-brother named Uddhava.
Those instructions are found in the
Srimad-Bhagavatam. In the course of
those instructions Krsnasays, “My dear
Uddhava. yoga cannot achieve Me, nei-
thercan Sankhya, neithercandharma.”

THE MEANING OF YOGA

Real yoga means “connect, plus,
addition.” In mathematics we have
addition and subtraction. So at the
present moment we are in subtraction
—God minus myself. I have nosense of
God; therefore I am in a *minus™ con-
dition. Yoga means God plus myself.
Thatis the real meaning of yoga. For so
long 1 was God-minus; now, through
yoga, I become God-plus.

Butyoumustalways remember that
in the spiritual, absolute sense, God
plus me is God and God minus me is
also God. WhenTam “minus,” or sepa-
rated from God, that does not mean
God has lost some of His capacity.
No. He is full. And when I am “plus,”
or reunited with God, that does not
mean God has increased in some
capacity. No.

In the Bhagavad-gita a good ex-
ample is given: apiryamanam acala-
pratistha. During the rainy season
millions of tons of water pour into the
ocean from rivers, but the ocean stays
the same. Ifan ordinary ocean does not
increase when something is added toit,
what to speak of God.

[ say “ordinary” because millions
of oceans are floating in the universe.



Within space are millions and trillions
of oceans like the Atlantic.
They are floating just as an atomic particle
of water can float in the air.

Therefore we should not be very as-
tonished to see the Atlantic Ocean.
Within space are millions and trillions
of oceans like the Atlantic. They are
floating just as an atomic particle of
water can float in the air. That is the
potency of God.

For those too engrossed in the bodily
conception of life. the yoga system is
very good, because it is a practice to
withdraw the senses to the inside from
theirengagementin the external world.

There are eight stages of yoga prac-
tice. The first two are yama and niyama.
Under regulative principles one has to
try to control the sensesin eating, sleep-
ing, and working. That practice is called
yama-niyama. The first principle of
yoga is to abstain from sex life. That is
real yoga. Those indulging in sex life,
intoxication, and so many nonsense
things have no chance for any success
in yoga.

Then one has to sit nicely in a se-
cluded, sanctified place with the neck,
head, and body in a straight line. Then
you have to look at the tip of your nose
with half-opened eyes. If you open
your eyes, then the material manifes-
tation will disturb you. And if you
close your eyes, then you nap. [ Prabhu-
pada imitates someone snoring.] I have
seen. So many yogis are doing that,
sleeping. [Laughter.]

Then comes dhyana, concentration
of the mind. What is the purpose of
concentrating the mind? To find my-
self within the body and then find the
Lord there. That is the perfection of
yoga. Not that I do nonsense day and
night but then attend a yoga class, pay
five dollars, and think, “Oh, I am a
great yogi.” That is all nonsense.

Yoga is not so easy. Many so-called
yoga teachers are simply exploiting
people. I say frankly that they and their
students are a society of the cheaters
and the cheated.

* e 0

Although yoga is approved in the
| Vedic literature, it is very difficult to
perform in the modern age. Even five
thousand years ago—when the cir-
cumstances were more favorable, when
people were not so polluted and were
advanced in so many things—still, at
that time such a person as Arjuna re-
fused to practice yoga. When Krsna
said to him, “You become a yogi like
this,” Arjuna said, “It is not possible
for me.”

So yoga is not at all possible now. It
was possible in the Satya-yuga, when
every man was in the mode of good-
ness. Every man was highly elevated.
Yoga is meant for highly elevated per-
sons, not ordinary persons.

But even if yoga is done very nicely
and perfectly, it cannot take you to the

Supreme Lord. That is stated here in |

this verse. What to speak of pseudo
yoga, even if you perform correctly,
perfectly, still you cannot reach God.
That is stated here: na sadhayati mam
yogah.

ANALYZING
SPIRIT AND MATTER

Itis alsosaid here, na sankhya: “Not
by Sankhya.” Sankhya means to un-
derstand spirit and matter. The Sankhya
philosopher analyzes the material
world as made of twenty-four parts:
the five gross elements, the three
subtle elements, the five knowledge-
acquiring senses, the five working
senses, the five sense objects, and
pradhana, the unmanifested modes of
material nature.

The five gross material elements are

Programs at Gita Nagari

Port Royal, Pennsylvania

SEMINARS—April 8-14

Bhakti Tirtha Swami—Building Community

Jayadvaita Swami—(To be announced)
Romapada Swami—Tattva Sandarbha
Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami—Prabhupada Appreciation
Ravindra Svarupa Dasa—Lessons from Srimad-Bhagavatam
Uttama Bhakta Dasa and Vraja Kishor Dasa—Vaisnava Music
Urugaya Dasa—Vaisnava Cooking
Vraja Kishor Dasa—Crime and Punishment in the Court of Yamaraja

RETREAT—April 5-7
(Easter Weekend)

| Spend a weekend with other Hare Krsna devotees in a peaceful setting,
away from the pressures of modern life. To register for the seminars, the
retreat, or both, or for more information, contact: Romapada Swami, 305
Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, NY 11217. Phone: (718) 624-8614.
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Because the materialists
cannot find even the particles
of the Supreme Lord—
we living entities—what chance

do they have to find God?

earth, water, fire, air, and ether. Then

come the subtle elementsFiner than |

ether is the mind, finer than the mind is
the intelligence, and finer than the in-
telligence is false ego, the false concep-
tion that I am matter.

The five knowledge-acquiring sen-
sesare the eyes, nose, ears, tongue, and
skin. The five working senses, by which
we enjoy or suffer, are the voice, legs,
hands, anus, and genitals. And the five

touch, and sound.

That analysis of the material world
in twenty-four parts is called Sankhya.
It is a full analysis of everything within
ourexperience. And above the twenty-
four elements is the spirit soul. And
above the soul is God.

Sankhyaites cannot find the soul.
They are like material scientists in that
they simply study material objects.
They have no information above that.
Now | am talking with you; so the
Sankhya philosophers cannot explain
whatisthat thing whichistalking. Simi-
larly, the medical doctor, after dissect-
ing the body, cannot find what is
working, the spiritual force. And be-
cause the materialists cannot find even
the particles of the Supreme Lord—we
living entities—what chance do they
have to find God? So neither the yogis
nor the Sankhyaites can find God.

By dharma, also, one cannot find
God. Dharma here refers to rituals.
The Hindus go to the temple, the Chris-
tians go to the church, and the Muslims
gotothe mosque with the idea “Here is
God.” Thatis, of course, the beginning.
Itis nice. That conviction must be there.
But because they are trapped in the
rituals, they have no further knowl-
edge. They do not try to advance fur-
ther. They think, “Everything ends

Then svadhyaya. Svadhydaya means
“study,” study of the Vedic literature.
And tapah. Tapah means “penance.”
Fasting, meditating, living in a solitary

place in the jungle—there are many |

processes of penance and austerity. And
tydga, “‘renunciation.” Sannydsa, the

renounced order of life, is a kind of |

renunciation.
So the Lord says, “All these pro-

| cesses—yoga, Sankhya, rituals, study
sense objects are smell, taste, form, |

of the Vedas, penance, and renuncia-
tion—combined together or individu-
ally, are not suitable for achieving Me.”

BHAKTI—THE ONLY WAY

So practically every process is con-
demned herewith by the Supreme Lord.
The processes are condemned in this
sense: those who follow them can ap-
proach the final goal to a certain ex-
tent, but they will never be able to
achieve it unless the devotional pro-
cess is added.

Devotion must be there because the
end is Krsna, the Supreme Lord. Krsna
says in the Bhagavad-gita, bahiinam
Jjanmanam ante jRanavan mam prapad-
yate: “After many, many births, those
who are actually intelligent come to
Me and surrender, having realized that
God is everything.”

One has to come to the point of
Krsna consciousness. Maybe you go by
the yoga process, maybe you go by the
philosophical process, maybe you go
by the ritualistic process, maybe you go
by penances or by study. But unless
youreach the point of Krsna conscious-
ness, your attempt is successful only to
a certain degree.

Unfortunately, people become sat-
isfied with different degrees of success.
Hardly anyone tries to reach the final

here.” So they too cannot attain God. | goal. But if anyone wants to reach the
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final goal, then he has to take the pro-
cess of Krsna consciousness, bhaktir
mamorjita. That process alone can take
you to the Supreme Lord.

Those who are intelligent take to
this simple process. In this age you can-
not perform yoga perfectly, you can-
not perform religious rituals perfectly,
you cannot study perfectly. The cir-
cumstances are so unfavorable that
these processes are not possible in this
age. Therefore Lord Caitanya. by His
causeless mercy. has given us this
process:

harer nama harer nama
harer namaiva kevalam

kalau nasty eva nasty eva
ndsty eva gatir anyatha

“Inthis Age of Kali, simply by chant-
ing the holy name of Krsna one can
attain the ultimate goal. There is no
alternative. There is no alternative.
There is no alternative.”

Thisverseisquoted from the Brhad-
Naradiya Purana. And Lord Caitanya
is corroborating the verse. He has not
manufactured something by recom-
mending bhakti as the only means to
the ultimate goal. He is quoting from
authorized scripture so that people can
accept the path of bhakti. We should
accept this process—

harer nama harer nama
harer namaiva kevalam

kalau nasty eva nasty eva
nasty eva gatir anyatha

—and practically see that this is the

only process Tor swiltly realizing the

Supreme Truth, the Absolute Truth.

So we should follow Krsna conscious-

ness very seriously and sincerely.
Thank you very much. @



LESSONS FROM THE ROAD

AS LONG AS WE are attached to
material enjoyment we will not
be able to concentrate on devotional
service. Srila Prabhupada in his pur-
ports to Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-
Bhdgavatam encourages us to prac-
tice both renunciation and devotion
and to see them as interdependent.
Renunciation and devotional service
run along parallel lines, and under-
standing one facilitates understand-
ing the other. As the scriptures assure
us again and again, progress in Krsna
consciousness is characterized by
progressive renunciation of material
enjoyment.

We can see the close interrelation-
ship of devotional service and
renunciation perfectly displayed in
the life of Caitanya Mahaprabhu. It
was Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya, a
great disciple of Lord Caitanya, who
said that Caitanya Mahaprabhu
descended to teach detachment from
whatever does not foster devotional
service to Krsna.

What exactly is renunciation? In
the Bhagavad-gita (6.1-2) Krsna
gives His definition: “One who is
unattached to the fruits of his work
and who works as he is obligated is in
the renounced order of life, and he is
the true mystic, not he who lights no
fire and performs no duty. What is
called renunciation you should know
to be the same as yoga, or linking
oneself with the Supreme, O son of
Pandu, for one can never become a
yogi unless he renounces the desire
for sense gratification.” According to
this definition, a renunciant is not
simply someone who gives up exter-
nal duties. A renunciant is one who
gives up all personal, selfish interests,
while at the same time working for
Krsna's interest.

Although these verses from the
Bhagavad-gita appear to address
renunciation by the yogi, they also
apply to the bhakta (devotee). The

by Satsvartipa Dasa Goswami

| Narada’s direction,

yogi and the bhakta both practice
renunciation, but in different ways.
Both renounce sense gratification,
and both restrain the senses. The
vogi, however, does this by sitting
down in a solitary place, controlling
his breath, and refraining from all
activity. The devotee, Srila Prabhu-
pada explains, has a different
method: “A person in Krsna con-
sciousness has no opportunity to
engage his senses in anything which
is not for the purpose of Krsna.” In
other words, a devotee is always re-
nounced because he always engages
in devotional activity.

We often use the word “austerity™
(tapasya) when speaking of renuncia-
tion. “Austerity” means voluntarily
accepting trouble for spiritual
advancement. In
former ages,
devotees some-
times performed
severe austerities
to please Krsna.
Dhruva Maharaja,
for example, was
only a five-year-
old boy when he
left home to seek
the Supreme Lord.
When Dhruva met
the great sage
Narada Muni,
Narada instructed
him in mystic yoga
and devotion.
Then, under

Dhruva went to
the forest and
practiced austerity.
During the first
month, Dhruva ate
only a little fruit
every third day.
During the second
month, he ate fruit
every six days.
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Then he ate grass and leaves, then
fasted on water. Throughout this
time, he also practiced breath
control, becoming so accomplished
he could hold his breath for days at a
time. Eventually, he attained several
yogic perfections, one of which was
the power to increase his weight to
equal the weight of the entire
universe. Completely controlling his
mind and senses, he concentrated on
Lord Visnu within his heart. In six
months, Dhruva was able to see Lord
Visnu face to face.

Srila Prabhupada relates Dhruva’s
extraordinary austerities Lo our own
situation in ISKCON:

We should always remember that
to become a bona fide devotee of

While still a boy, Dhruva Maharaja by his austerities was
able to invoke the audience and blessings of Lord Visnu.

11
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If we are serious about
going back to Godhead in this lifetime,
then we must seriously apply the principles
of renunciation and devotion.

the Lord is not an easy task, but in
this age, by the mercy of Lord
Caitanya, it has been made very
easy. But if we do not follow even
the liberal instructions of Lord
Caitanya, how can we expect to
discharge our regular duties in
devotional service? 1t is not pos-
sible in this age to follow Dhruva
Maharaja in his austerity, but the
principles must be followed. We
should not disregard the regulative
principles given by our spiritual
master, for they make it easier for
the conditioned soul. As far as our
ISKCON movement is concerned,
we simply ask that one observe the
four prohibitive rules, chant six-
teen rounds, and instead of indulg-
ing in luxurious eating for the
tongue, to simply accept prasada
offered to the Lord.
—S‘rimad-Bhdgavamm
4.8.72, purport

If we are serious about going back
to Godhead in this lifetime, then we
must seriously apply the principles of
renunciation and devotion. We have
a certain amount of “business” to
accomplish in the human form of life,
and heading the list is the business of
becoming detached from material
desires. If we don’t become detached
in this life, we will have to return in
another life to continue. Prabhupada
writes, “We should be determined to
finish our duties in executing devo-
tional service in this life. We should
not wait for another life to finish
our job.”

Devotional renunciation is easy
and pleasant. All we have to do is
refrain from sinful activity and,
rather than avoiding activity, engage
ourselves in acts of devotion. Our
lives will become so filled with Krsna

consciousness that we will have little
time to worry about becoming
attracted to the material world. Srila
Prabhupada writes, “The more the
activities of the material world are
performed in Krsna consciousness,
or for Visnu only, the more the
atmosphere becomes spiritualized by
complete absorption. . . . Matter
dovetailed for the cause of the Abso-
lute Truth regains its spiritual quality.
Krsna consciousness is the process of
converting the illusory consciousness
into Brahman, or the Supreme.”
(Bhagavad-gita 4.24, purport)

Ripa Gosvami taught yukta-
vairagya, the principle of using even
material things in Krsna’s service. He
explains in Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu
that yukta-vairagya is superior 1o its
opposite, phalgu-vairagya, or
artificial renunciation.

This Sanskrit word, phalgu, is also
used to describe an underground
river. What appears to be only a dry
riverbed sometimes disguises that
under the earth a river continues to
flow. This is called phalgu. Ripa
Gosvami compares renunciation that
neglects to use everything in Krsna's
service to such a river. Although the
artificial renunciant appears to be
detached from material activities and
worldly things, internally a strong
desire for these things still flows.
That is why this form of renunciation
is considered incomplete.

Sometimes meditators, especially
those of the Buddhist and Taoist
schools, speak of reaching the stage

| of desirelessness. To become desire-

less is impossible, however, because
desire is a natural function of the

| living entity. There are many renunci-

ants in various disciplines and tradi-
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tions, but the renunciation they
practice is often based on a doctrine
of the corrupt body and the pure
spirit. Eventually, the practitioner
tends to rebel against such concepts,
retreating headlong into hedonism.,
This is referred to as bhoga-tyaga, the
flip-flopping from enjoyment to
renunciation and back again.

Yukta-vairagya solves this di-
lemma. By practicing yukta-vairagya,
we accept the body as material but
not as the ultimate source of corrup-
tion. We concentrate on the soul,
but we also take care of the body.
After all, the body is a useful vehicle
for carrying us from one Krsna
conscious activity to another. Yukta-
vairagya, or renunciation in Krsna
consciousness, entails satisfying the
needs of the senses simply and offer-
ing everything to Krsna. In this lies
real happiness.

To attain devotion we must
practice renunciation, but we should
not be frightened by this. Although
renunciation may at first seem
painful, it provides us with relief by
freeing us from the much greater pain
and entanglement that follows any
attempt to enjoy matter. If we want
to stay free of material life, we have
to give ourselves something better to
do. Everything becomes complete in
Krsna consciousness. As Srila
Prabhupada explains: “When one is
in Krsna consciousness, he automati-
cally loses his taste for pale things.”

Satsvariupa Dasa Goswami travels
extensively to speak and write about
Krsna consciousness. He is the
author of many books, including

a six-volume biography of Srila
Prabhupada.



LORD KRSNA'S CUISINE

Prabhupada in the Kitchen

PLUS: Cooking Class, Lesson 23—Pakoras

by Yamuna Devi

HERE ARE ONLY a few photos

of Srila Prabhupada cooking, and
for twenty years I've kept one of
them in my kitchen. He is standing in
front of a white gas range, holding a
slotted spoon in his right hand, its tip
hovering just above a metal mixing
bowl. Srila Prabhupada is focused on
the contents of the bowl, his head and
eyes slightly downcast. He is freshly
bathed and wearing only a silk dhoti.
The silky smooth skin of his upper
body and shaved head seem almost
effulgent.

Of the two pots cooking on the
stove to his right, the one clearly visi-
ble is well known to all his servants
and cooks simply as “Srila Prabhu-
pada’s cooker.” One of the few per-
sonal possessions he carried in his
extensive travels, it went around
the world more than ten times and
ended up on stoves on almost every
continent.

Made in India, the cooker is a
heavy-gauge three-tiered brass
steamer about sixteen-inches high.
The snug-fitting lid is bowl-shaped
and when inverted doubles as a small
cooking pan, called a karai or Indian
wok. The cooker comes with two
removable tin-coated metal inserts
that may be used to hold dishes in the
two top steaming tiers. Srila Prabhu-
pada trained his assistants in the use
and care of the cooker, which is large
enough. he said, “to make a full meal
for four gentleman appetites in an
hour.”

Just glancing at the picture, 1
remember Srila Prabhupada’s scent—
his clothes and body hinting of
sandalwood mixed with pure good-
ness. As a rule, before he entered the
kitchen to cook he took a massage
and a bath and put on fresh clothes. I
have never met anyone who so
reflected cleanliness, in his person

and habits, in and out of the kitchen,
externally and internally.

Celebrating the Centennial
In the Kitchen

As I mentioned in the last column,
to celebrate Srila Prabhupada’s
centennial year in this cooking-class
series, each column will also focus on
one of Srila Prabhupada’s instruc-
tions. So this month, along with dis-
cussing pakoras we’ll consider what it
means to become an expert cook.

Becoming Expert

Some dictionary synonyms for
expert are “proficient,” “adept,”
“skillful,” and *competent.” The
Caitanya-caritamrta mentions several
great devotees as expert cooks. The
dishes cooked by Raghunatha Bhatta
Gosvami “tasted just like nectar.”
Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya and
Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami were
expert in the “art of preparing and
serving food.”

Certainly an expert Vaisnava
devotee is fixed in knowledge of the
Absolute Truth and highly skilled in
the art of serving the Lord and His
devotees. For the novice who aspires
to become expert in Vaisnava cook-
ing, I often stress three things—good
training, sincere and steady practice,
and prayer.

In 1967, Srila Prabhupada taught
us to recite the following invocation
prayer every time we entered the
kitchen to cook, something I do to
this day:

om ajiana-timirandhasya
jAananjana-salakaya

caksur unmilitam yena
tasmai sri-gurave namah

“I was born in the darkest igno-
rance, and my spiritual master

opened my eyes with the torch of
knowledge. I offer my respectful
obeisances unto him.”

So with training, practice, and
prayer, surely competency follows. If
you watch a naturally adept cook in
the kitchen, you’ll notice he or she
moves with fluid ease and, aware of
time, performs many tasks at once.
Flair and personal style are second
nature to these cooks, but anyone can
develop these qualities. It's only a
matter of time.

You’ll always find people who say
that cooks are born, not made, who
feel persistently clumsy themselves
and say their attempts always end up
in a string of mistakes. To that I say,
you can overcome your obstacles with
practice and a sincere devotional
attitude. Given the right environment
and encouragement, anyone can
become a good, competent, even
masterful cook.

How Prabhupada Taught

Srila Prabhupada taught both men
and women how to cook in Krsna
consciousness. In India, women learn
to be expert cooks, usually from family
members. In most temples, only expert
brahmana men are allowed to work in
or around the kitchen. In the last quar-
ter century, restaurants have become
fashionable in India, giving rise to both
male and female equivalents of the
Western professional chef.

At any rate, Srila Prabhupada
taught cooking both to men and to
women. In ISKCON’S fledgling years,
he allowed his disciples in New York
and San Francisco to watch and assist
him as he prepared his noon meal,
when he frequently cooked also for
his students and drop-in guests.

On rare occasions, such as Janma-
stami in 1968 and Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati’s disappearance
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BELL PEPPER PAKORA

(Serves 6 as a snack or 8-10 as
part of a meal )

1 cup chickpea flour

4 teaspoon turmeric

Y4 teaspoon cayenne

1 tablespoon ground
coriander

Yiteaspoon yellow
asafetida

Y5 teaspoon salt

Y cup water or as needed

3-4 evenly shaped red or
yellow bell peppers

ghee or vegetable oil for
deep-frying

Combine the first 7 ingredi-
ents in a blender and blend
until smooth; pour into a bowl.

Cut each pepper into two
halves, top and bottom. Re-
move the veins and seeds. Slice
the pepper crosswise into
rounds Ys-inch thick.

Pour 2% inches of ghee or
oil into a deep-frying pan and
heat to 355° F (180° C). Dip
each round into the batter,
drop it into the oil, and fry it
until crisp, about 2 minutes.
Depending on the size of the
pan, you can probably fry 4 or
Srounds at a time. Skim the oil
frequently to remove droplets
of batter and keep the oil from
darkening. (Do not use the oil
again for pakoras.)

Transfer the pakoras to a
paper towel to drain briefly.
Then offer them to Krsna.

N

2

Srila Prabhupada
taught cooking by example.
He encouraged us to learn, become
expert, and train others.

day that same year, Srila Prabhupada
entered temple kitchens to teach us
how to make special dishes for feasts.
Rarer still were spontaneous classes
like the one he held one evening in
1967 in his San Francisco Willard
Street apartment—he grated coco-
nuts on the floor and made an exotic
melt-in-your-mouth Bengali confec-
tion of coconut, sugar, cardamom,
black pepper, and camphor.

In these ways Srila Prabhupada
taught cooking by example. He en-
couraged us to learn, become expert,
and train others. He said that only a
person with a fool’s intelligence
would keep teaching the same thing
without qualified students to pass the
knowledge on. One of my great
desires in this Centennial year is that
as a reader of this column you not
stop at reading it but go to the class
textbook, Lord Krishna'’s Cuisine,
and use it. Learn everything it has to
offer, because more than ninety per-
cent of the dishes in the book are
either from Srila Prabhupada or
requested by him, or are ones he told
me to learn to make. Let us use,
share, and preserve his standards and
instructions and thereby introduce
many people to devotional cooking
and the glories of krsna-prasadam,
food prepared and offered first for
Lord Krsna.

Now on to the topic of this cook-
ing lesson.

Pakoras

Though pakords are often called
Indian vegetable fritters, they are
quite different from all other kinds of
vegetable fritters. Instead of using
white flour or wheat flour for the bat-
ter, one uses besan, a flour of finely
milled, lightly roasted small chick-
peas. It’s also called garbanzo bean
flour and is available from Indian and
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natural grocery stores. The flavor of

| pakoras is also unique because the

besan is seasoned with herbs, spices.
ginger, and chilies.

The texture of pakora batter varies
with the vegetable to be fried. For
example, delicate vegetables such as

| spinach leaves need a thin batter, wet

items such as green tomatoes a fairly
thick one. The batter thickens consid-
erably upon resting and will stick to
the foods better if allowed to sit for a
half hour or so before you use it.
Adjust the batter consistency before
frying.

The simplest kind of pakora con-
sists of raw or cooked vegetables
dipped in seasoned batter and fried
until crisp. A second type of pakora is
made by adding diced vegetables to a
thickish batter and deep-frying
spoonfuls of the mixture.

Just how a batter is seasoned
usually depends on the region. In
North India cumin, turmeric, and
coriander are the norm. South Indians
often prefer fried curry leaves and
asafetida. Bengalis and Oriyans often
add kalonji or black cumin seed.
Gujaratis and Marwadis put in ajwain
seeds. Everyone uses cilantro and
some type of chili. If you're following
along in the series, besides the recipe
at left try several batters and pakora
variations from the class textbook,
Lord Krishna’s Cuisine.

Pakoras are traditionally served
with a chutney, fresh or cooked. Try
one from the textbook or last issue’s
column.

Yamuna Devi is the author of the
award-winning cookbooks Lord
Krishna’s Cuisine: The Art of Indian
Vegetarian Cooking and Yamuna’s
Table. She is a regular contributor to
The Washington Post and Vegetarian
Times. Write to her in care of BTG.



ONE OF THE fiRST things that
comes to mind for many people
when they hear mention of India is
Hinduism’s infamous caste system,
one of the most hotly debated topics
on India. People see casteism as a
major cause of India’s problems. The
lower classes are abused and op-
pressed while the upper classes
rule—all based on birth. People
question why anyone would believe
in a religion that supports such abuse.

On an electronic bulletin board,
one Indian writes, “My family
suffered a great deal because of this
casteism, and I think it is a very big
handicap for our nation.” When
people in the West are asked what
they know about India, they often
reply. “The caste system and the Taj
Mahal.”

How has India acquired such a
notorious way of organizing society?
What is the proper role of the
brahmanas, the priestly class? How is
the system supposed to function?

Caste discrimination by birth,
thought to be one of the fundamental
characteristics of Hinduism. is absent
from the Vedic scriptures, the
essence of which is the Bhagavad-
gita. The present-day caste system is
a degradation of varnasrama-
dharma, the original social system
described by Lord Krsna Himself in
the Bhagavad-gita (4.13):

catur-varnyarin maya srstam
guna-karma-vibhagasah

“According to the three modes of
material nature and the work asso-
ciated with them, the four divisions
of human society are created by Me.”
Because among human beings Lord
Krsna created divisions, called
varnas, they are natural in any soci-
ety. Classes exist, whether based on
birth, wealth, power, or occupation.
A classless society is therefore impos-
sible. Even communism, which was

INDIA'S HERITAGE

v 1 d The Original Social System

by Ravi Gupta

supposed to be classless, had enor-
mous disparity between the ruling
class and ordinary workers.

Lord Krsna says that a person’s
varna comes from his guna, “nature”
or “quality.” and karma, the type of
activity he does. Krsna does not use
the word janma, “birth.” The varn-
asrama system is not rigid or oppres-
sive. If a person born into a family of
a lower varna shows the qualities and
inclinations of a brahmana, he can be
educated accordingly and become a
brahmana. On the other hand. being
born in an upper-varna family does
not automatically confer that status
without the proper qualities and
training. Srila Prabhupada gives an
example: “A son cannot claim,

‘Because my father is a lawyer, then |

am also lawyer.” The son also must
become a qualified lawyer.”

Now, a child who grows up in a
pure and austere family that studies

| the scriptures and worships the Lord

will tend to be attracted to those

Bhagavad-gita’s description of the
caste system, an Indian gentleman
wrote, “I think Hinduism is com-
pletely distorted, and it is upon our
shoulders that we bring it back to its
original state. To tell people the basic
definition of each caste would be
very helpful.”

The Brahmanas

The Bhagavad-gita (18.42)
concisely defines the varnas, begin-
ning with the brahmanas: “Peaceful-
ness, self-control, austerity, purity,

| tolerance, honesty, knowledge,
| wisdom, and religiousness—these are
| the natural qualities by which the

brahmana’s work.”
The brahmanas are situated in the

l -
mode of goodness. Brahmana means

qualities and activities when he grows |
| vision of the brahmanas: “The

up. Children of doctors often grow
up to become doctors themselves. To
that extent birth can be one factor
indicating a person’s work. But the
decisive factors are one’s qualities
and training.

For example, Lord Rsabhadeva,
an incarnation of Krsna, was a king,
and therefore his one hundred sons

were born in a ksalriya family. But, as |

Srila Prabhupada writes, “Out of
these, ten were engaged as ksatriyas
and ruled the planet. Nine sons
became good preachers of Srimad-
Bhagavatam (maha-bhagavatas), and
this indicates that they were above
the position of brahmanas. The other
eighty-one sons became highly
qualified brahmanas.” (Srimad-
Bhagavatam 5.4.13, purport).
Another example: Kancipiirna, the
instructing guru of the great devotee
Ramanujacarya, was a siidra by birth.
After reading on the Internet
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“one who knows Brahman, the
Absolute Truth.” If a person thinks,
“1 am a brahmana because my
parents were brahmana caste,” he is
not a knower of Brahman but a
knower of the body.

Krsna describes the spiritual

humble sages [brahmanas], by virtue
of knowledge, see with equal vision a
learned and gentle bralhmana, a cow,
an elephant, a dog, and a dog-cater
[outcaste].” (Bg. 5.18) By definition,
a brahmana sees everyone equally
and thus, out of humility, does not
repress anyone. As soon as he does,
he is no longer a brahmana.

The brahmanas are the teachers of
society. With their knowledge of the
scriptures they guide society in the
proper direction, toward self-
realization. The brahmanas advise
the ksatriyas, the administrators, on
how to govern to ensure the spiritual
advancement of the citizens. The
ksatrivas then use their diplomatic
skill to lead society.

To ensure that the brahmanas stay
free from the pursuit of power,
wealth, and prestige, and that their
work is, as far as possible, without

15



self-interest, brahmanas do not re-
ceive a salary for teaching, but rather
depend on charity and begging. They
don’t accumulate wealth beyond
what they need to live. The brah-
manas depend fully on the Supreme
Lord, and the other varnas support
them for their valuable service.

Srila Prabhupada said that
because modern society is lacking in
brahmanas with spiritual vision, it is
producing cats and dogs—debauches,

drunkards, and woman-hunters.
These cats and dogs accept as their
leader the biggest beast, who will do
the most to satisfy their sensual
desires, and thus create a chaotic
society.

Furthermore, today’s so-called
brahmanas in India hardly possess
the ideal qualifications presented in
the Bhagavad-gita. Instead, they have
taken to meat-eating, intoxication,
and other sinful activities. Therefore

http://aristotle.algonet.se/~krishna

http://www.krsna.com/~btg

http://www.harekrishna.com/~ara

http://www-ece.rice.edu/~vijaypai/hkindex.html
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society suffers without brahminical
guidance. That is why Srila Prabhu-
pada wanted to create brahmanas who
could properly guide leaders in how to
organize society for spiritual progress
while simultaneously alleviating its
material problems. The importance of
well-trained brahmanas cannot be
overestimated.

The Ksatriyas

“Heroism, power, determination,
resourcefulness, courage in battle,
generosity, and leadership are the
natural qualities of work for the ksat-
rivas.” (Bg. 18.43) Ruling by the
instructions of the brahmanas, the
ksatriyas have the duty to protect
citizens and maintain peace and order.

Srila Prabhupada describes how
society would be organized under the
Krsna conscious state: “In Vedic
civilization, the land was given to the
people for cultivation, not for owner-
ship. and a tax was collected that was
twenty-five percent of the person’s
income. . . . One cannot get land from
the government unless he agrees to
produce something, and if everyone
produces food then there is no
scarcity. At least he has his own food
produced by himself.” If work is
delegated in this way, Srila Prabhu-
pada says. then there is no hunger or
unemployment. By contrast, in today’s
consumer society most people don’t
grow food crops; rather, they produce
an endless variety of needless
commodities.

One of the most important duties
of the ksatriyas is to make sure the
citizens know the purpose of human
life and engage in duties that will help
them fulfill it. To do this, the ksatrivas
themselves must be rajarsis, or saintly
kings. They must possess some of the
scriptural knowledge and good
qualities of the brahmanas. In the
fourth chapter, Lord Krsna describes
how the knowledge of the Bhagavad-
gita was “passed down through
disciplic succession, and the saintl
kings understood it in that way.” Srila
Prabhupada wrote in a letter, “Such a
noble king is not an autocrat but is
guided by brahmanas in how to rule
and see everyone employed in their
respective duties.”

An example of the ideal rajarsi is




Lord Rama, the incarnation of Krsna
in the role of a king. During Lord
Rama’s reign, called Rama-rajya,
people were peaceful, happy,
materially satisfied, and spiritually
advanced.

Most people, however, are neither
brahmanas nor ksatriyas, but vaisyas
and sidras.

The Vaisyas

“Farming, cow protection, and
business are natural work for the
vaisyas.” (Bg. 18.44) Vaisyas protect
cows, grow food for themselves, and
sell the excess. Cow protection is
essential for the material and spiri-
tual survival of society. Cow protec-
tion develops compassion, and milk
builds the finer tissues of the brain
for understanding spiritual matters.

The Sadras

“For the sidras there is labor and
service to others.” (Bg. 18.44) Siidras
do work that is of service to the other
classes, so they must depend on
others for their maintenance. Srila
Prabhupada writes, “The siidra class
can attain all comforts of life simply

| by rendering service to the higher

The higher castes should
always look after the maintenance of
the Siidras. . . . A siidra should not
leave his master when the master is

| old and invalid, and the master

should keep the servants satisfied in

all respects.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam

1.9.26)

Although in general Siidras may
be less intelligent, by faithfully carry-
ing out their occupational duties
under the guidance of a spiritual
master they can attain the highest
‘ platform of spiritual perfection. Srila

Prabhupada writes, “The process of
devotional service is so strong that
the pure devotee of the Supreme
Lord can enable people of the lower
classes to attain the highest perfec-
tion of life.” (Bg. 9.32)

! The Social Body

| The varnasrama system may be
compared to a social body. The
brahmanas, with their knowledge to
direct society, can be compared to
the head, eyes, and brain of the social

| body; ksatriyas, who offer protection,
are the arms; the vaisyas, who

support society, are the stomach; and
the siidras are the legs.

Common sense tells us that we
need our head even more than we
need our arms and legs, because with-

| out the head the entire body is use-

less. So the brahmanas are the most
important, because of the guidance
they provide. Yet without the labor
of the $idras, the legs, society would
not get anywhere. Without the sup-
port of the vaisyas, the brahmanas
would be unable to devote their time
to teaching and studying. And with-
out protection and land from the
ksatriyas, the vaisyas could not carry
out their occupation of providing for
society. But when each part of the
social body performs its proper func-
tion, then the entire society can be
peaceful and cooperative and can
concentrate on its real goal, Krsna
CONSCiOusness.

Ravi Gupta, age thirteen, lives at the
Hare Krsna center in Boise, Idaho.
The center is run by his parents. Ravi,
who was schooled at home, is a
second-year student at Boise State
University.

ON SEPTEMBER 21, 1995, Hindu
communities all over the world
were electrified by news of temple
deities accepting offerings of milk.
According to the stories, when
deities of Ganesa, Lord Siva, and
others were offered spoonfuls of
milk, the milk would mysteriously
disappear. It seemed that the deities
were showing their divine power by
mystically drinking the milk.

In India, “The gatekeeper of the
Birla Temple reported that at least
55,000 have visited the temple and
they spoonfed about 125 litres of
milk.” In America, “Thousands of
awe-struck worshipers have swarmed
into Hindu temples in Richmond Hill

SCIENCE:

The Miracle of the Milk

by Sadaputa Dasa

THE VEDIC VIEW

and Oakville to witness the remark-
able phenomenon of milk-drinking
statues that has baffled religious
observers around the world.” In one
London temple, “a deity of Ganeshji
was reported to have swallowed
3.000 pints.”
Inevitably, there were skeptical
| rebuttals. Devotees in India discov-

ered that if one touches a spoon filled

with milk to the side of a smooth
object, the milk will be drawn to the
object by capillary attraction and will
flow down from the point of contact
in a thin stream. People who don’t
notice the stream of milk could ima-
gine that the milk is literally disap-
pearing before their eyes. The milk
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would not accumulate in a noticeable

| pool because it would be carried

away bit by bit on the clothing and

| bodies of throngs of worshipers, or it

would simply flow down a drain at

the foot of the Deity. According to
the debunkers, people were accept-
ing a miracle simply on the basis of
mass hysteria triggered by a simple
misperception.

What is the truth? It is hard to say
from few second-hand reports what
really happened on September 21,
But it is clear that as a social phe-
nomenon the miracle of the milk is
significant. Miracles and rumors of
miracles clearly have a profound
impact on human thinking. To make
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a few general observations about
miracles, therefore, seems worth-
while.

Miracles and Nature

The word miracle comes from the
Latin word mira, which means “to
wonder at.” Miracles are wondrous
events that seem to surpass the laws
of nature and are therefore ascribed
to a divine or supernatural cause.
Miracles have traditionally been seen
as evidence for the reality of divine
power, and they have served as an
inspiration for refigions faith. At the
same time, miracles have also served
as a focus for skepticism and doubt.

For most people the “laws of

nature” are simply the regular
patterns of events perceived through
ordinary experience. For example. in
ordinary experience a fluid such as
milk always retains the same volume
and appearance unless affected by
heat. chemical action, or living
organisms, One certainly doesn’t
expect to see milk disappear when
brought into contact with a stone or

| metal statue. If it does disappear, this

suggests that some higher power is
involved. One could then invoke
religious doctrines concerning God
and demigods to explain the unex-
pected phenomenon: the event
confirms the doctrines.
Unfortunately. other explanations
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| for many alleged miracles are also
| possible. Human beings are subject to
four defects: our senses are imperfect,

| we tend to make mistakes, we fall

nto delusion, and we have an
inherent tendency to cheat.

If an unusual event occurs, the
defects of our senses can easily give
rise to many false reports of similar
| events. For example, let us suppose
that milk really did disappear when
offered in some temple on September
21. As word of this wonder spread,
people elsewhere could easily be
| deluded by the capillary effect later

pointed out by skeptics. This delusion
would generate more stories, and the
cheating propensity would induce
| some people 1o exaggerate or even
outright lie.

The ultimate result is that genuine
miracles, if they really do occur, will
tend to be surrounded by a cloud of
false reports. The false reports will
vastly outnumber the genuine and
create an atmosphere of skepticism.
Since miracles are often taken as
proofl of religious doctrines, doubts
about miracles give rise to doubts
about the doctrines.

Yogis and Siddhis

Although miracles apparently
violate natural law, they can nonethe-
less be seen as manifestations of
higher natural laws. Thus the fourth-

| century Christian patriarch St.
Augustine wrote, “Miracles do not
happen in contradiction to nature, but
only in contradiction to that which is
known to us in nature.”

According to the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, powers known as sid-
dhis include the ability to nullify
gravity (laghima), change the size of
one’s body (anima and mahima), and
acquire objects at a distance (prapti).”
These siddhis are considered natu-
rally existing, and a mystic yogi can
acquire them.

Srila Prabhupada points out that
with prapti-siddhi, “not only can the
perfect mystic yogi touch the moon
planet, but he can extend his hand
anywhere and take whatever he likes.
He may be sitting thousands of miles
away from a certain place, and if he
likes he can take fruit from a garden
there.”™ When the yogi takes the fruit



from a distance, a person sitting in
the garden would see the fruit
mysteriously disappear.

A yogi might also cause milk to
disappear mysteriously—without the
direct intervention of a demigod such
as Ganesa. I do not say that this is
how the miracle of the milk got
started. But as a general rule, many
wonderful phenomena that might be
attributed to a divine agency can also
be caused in material ways involving
ordinary living beings. This is impor-
tant to understand, since miracles
tend to confirm religious faith.

To perform mystical feats, a per-
son does not have to be highly ele-
vated in yoga. Srila Prabhupada
discouraged his disciples from taking
an interest in miracles, because many
unscrupulous persons have attracted
and cheated people by a display of
mystic powers,

The typical pattern in India is that
a person will begin to exhibit genuine
mystic powers. When praised by
naive followers, he then develops an
inflated ego and presents himself as a
divine incarnation. In many instances
the person later loses his powers, and
he then resorts to cheap tricks in an
effort to live up to his followers’
expectations. This, of course, pro-
vides a great opportunity for skep-
tics, who seize upon these cases to
show the foolishness of religion.

The Paranormal

The mysterious disappearance of
objects is sometimes linked to quite
ordinary people who may have never
practiced yoga. In poltergeist cases,
unusual events tend to occur in the
presence of a so-called target person.
These events include spontaneous
fires, mysterious sounds, unexplained
movement of objects, and things’
mysteriously appearing and disap-
pearing. Traditionally, these phenom-
ena have been attributed to ghosts.
(The word poltergeist is German for
“noisy ghost.”) But some parapsy-
chologists have argued that these
phenomena are actually caused by
the subconscious mind of the target
person.

The parapsychologist lan Steven-
son has given an example of a polter-
geist case from India that involves

| had the reputation in the village of

disappearing food.! It seems that a
woman named Radhika from the
village of Degaon, south of Bombay,

being a sorceress. Food mysteriously
disappearing in the village was turn-
ing up in Radhika’s dwelling. The
villagers thought she was stealing
food by mystical means and offered
to provide her with food if she
would stop.

Stevenson’s informant, one Swami
Krishnanand, decided to put Rad-
hika’s abilities to the test. In one
instance, “*Swami Krishnanand . . .
pointed to a lota which he held in his
hand and to a man who was milking a
cow some distance away, and asked
to have some of the milk put into the
lota. Instantly the lota became filled
with milk and at the same time the
milker noticed that his own vessel
had less, rather than more, milk in it.
He looked up astonished.”™ Radhika
believed that these effects were due
to a discarnate spirit that was allied
with her, and Stevenson was inclined
to favor this interpretation.

There are many accounts of this
nature, and if any of them are true, it
follows that many miracles may be
real even though not due to the direct
action of God or the highly placed
servants of God known as demigods.
But are any of these accounts true?
This brings us to the modern scien-
tific treatment of miracles.

CALENDAR

r

Krsna’s great-grandson.

Srila Madhu Pandita Gosvami
Disappearance Day: April 27

rila Madhu Pandita Gosvami was a disciple of Srila Gadadhara
Pandita, one of Lord Caitanya’s principal associates. Madhu
Pandita worshiped the Krsna Deity in Vrndavana known as
Gopinatha, who had originally been installed by Vajranabha, Lord

Madhu Pandita was present when Narottama, Syﬁmﬁnanda. and
Srinivasa left Vrndavana to carry the writings of the Gosvamis to
Bengal. He blessed Srinivasa by garlanding him with a flower garland
that had been worn by Lord Gopinatha,

(Full calendar, page 63)

Science and Miracles
The modern scientific approach
can be traced back to the development

| of mathematical physics by Isaac

Newton in the seventeenth century.
Newton introduced the strict mathe-
matical formulation of the laws of
nature known as the “laws of physics.”
Scientists highly value the laws of
physics because by experimental
measurements one can confirm the
laws with great accuracy.

The laws of physics have under-
gone a number of revolutionary trans-
formations since Newton'’s day, but
they have always been completely
incompatible with the kind of miracu-
lous events I have been discussing. In
particular, the law of conservation of
energy does not allow for a macro-
scopic object to disappear without
moving from point to point through
three-dimensional space.” A miracle,
in modern scientific terms, is some-
thing that is impossible because it
violates the laws of physics.

The eighteenth-century Scottish
philosopher David Hume offered a
criterion for evaluating miracles that
is still widely accepted. He declared.

| “No testimony is sufficient to esta-

blish a miracle unless the testimony
be of such a kind that its falsehood
would be more miraculous than
the fact which it endeavours to
establish.”’

This dictum shows that the validity

CLOSE-UP

MARCH/ APRIL 1996 « BACK TO GODHEAD

19




Many scientists will conclude
that large numbers of witnesses are lying
rather than accept that a major violation
of the laws of physics has taken place.

of miracles ultimately must be deci-
ded by faith. Many scientists will con-
clude that large numbers of witnesses
are lying rather than accept that a
major violation of the laws of physics
has taken place. For such scientists,
miracles are ruled out. For others,
the laws of physics are not sacro-
sanct, and the combined testimony of
many responsible observers is
enough to suggest that we still have
much to learn about nature’s laws.

Sri Caitanya’s Miracles

The points I have made so far
might suggest that miraculous events
should not be granted a serious role
in religion. But this is not correct, as |
we can see by considering the role of
miracles in the Gaudiya Vaispava
tradition.

The pastimes of Lord Caitanya
are filled with miraculous events.
Lord Caitanya revived the dead son
of Srivasa Thikura and healed sick
persons such as the leper Vasudeva
and the son-in-law of Sarvabhauma
Bhattacarya, who was dying of
cholera. Lord Caitanya revealed
visions of His transcendental form to
Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya and
Ramananda Raya, and He influenced
the Mayavadi sannydsis of Benares
by manifesting a brilliant effulgence
after entering their assembly. Lord
Caitanya would sometimes mysteri-
ously exit locked rooms, and He
appeared in several kirtana (chant-
ing) parties at once during the
Rathayatra in Jagannatha Puri.

There are at least three instances
in which Lord Caitanya made food
disappear by eating from a distant
place. While living in Jagannatha
Puri, in the state of Orissa, He would
sometimes mystically visit the home
of His mother, Sacimata, in Bengal
and eat the food she cooked for Him.

| He also mystically traveled from

Jagannitha Puri to eat the offerings
of Nrsimhananda Brahmacari, also
living in Bengal. During the chipped-
rice festival He invisibly visited Lord

| Nityananda, who fed Him morsels of

chipped rice. Most of the assembled
devotees could not understand what
Lord Nityananda was doing, but

| some were able to see that Lord

Caitanya was present.

The wonderful actions of Lord
Caitanya clearly play an important
role in the Caitanya-caritamrta, writ-
ten by Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami
shortly after Lord Caitanya’s depar-
ture. After describing how Lord
Caitanya ate the offerings of Nrsirhh-
ananda Brahmacari, Krsnadasa Kavi-
raja cites other examples of Lord
Caitanya’s mystically appearing in
the presence of His devotees. Krsna-
dasa concludes by saying, “Thus I
have described the appearance of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Anyone who
hears about these pastimes can
understand the transcendental
opulence of the Lord.™®

Miracles as Evidence

This sounds very much as though
Lord Caitanya’s miraculous activities
are being presented as evidence
proving His transcendental nature.

| In a sense this is true, but there are
| important distinctions to make be-

tween the miracles of Lord Caitanya
and miracles described in popular
accounts.

First of all, the miracles described
in the Caitanya-caritamrta have been
accepted by higher authorities—in
this case Krsnadasa Kavirdja and his
gurus Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami

| and Svarupa Damodara. One of the

drawbacks of miracle accounts is that
they are typically transmitted by
ordinary people, forced to evaluate
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them on the basis of imperfect infor-
mation. This results in the acceptance
of false accounts as genuine, and it
may also result in the rejection of
genuine miracles. But this problem is
avoided if the miracle accounts are
presented by higher authorities who
are competent to evaluate them and
who have reliable sources of informa-
tion. In this case, Raghunatha Dasa
Gosvami and Svartipa Damodara
were highly qualified observers who
directly witnessed many of Lord
Caitanya’s pastimes and were well |
acquainted with other witnesses.

For people in general, accepting

miracle accounts from higher authori-

ties reduces the problem of how to
evaluate miracles to the deeper prob-
lem of how to decide who is a bona
fide guru. Since the bona fide guru
appears in disciplic succession, people
are aided in solving this problem by
established spiritual institutions and
canonical texts. Although ascertain-
ing who is a genuine spiritual authori-
ty may be difficult, it is easier than
trying to sort out miracle stories one
by one.

Another point is that Krsnadasa
Kaviraja was not trying to demon-

| strate that because Lord Caitanya

exhibited mystic powers He is tran-
scendental. Mystic powers are com-
mon attributes of practically all beings
above the level of modern humans
(and of some who are subhuman),
and such powers play a natural role
in spiritual pastimes. Gurus such as
Srila Prabhupada who discourage
interest in miracles are simply trying
to protect people from the depreda-
tions of mystical cheaters.

Lord Caitanya’s activities are sig-
nificant not because they involve

| mystic siddhis per se, but because they

exhibit the transcendental loving
reciprocation between the Lord and



His devotees. Perhaps an intuitive
longing for this reciprocation plays a
part in attracting people so strongly
to accounts of miracles.
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THE LAND,

THE COWS,

Durga Devi and the
Fabric of History

by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi

Centennial note: What is the most
opulent offering? “Anything grown in
a garden is a hundred times more
valuable than if it is purchased from
the market,” Srila Prabhupada told
devotees in 1976. Now is the time to
plant something to offer for Srila
Prabhupada’s Centennial feast on his
appearance day in September. You'll
have great pleasure offering Srila
Prabhupada things you've grown
yourself, even if your “garden” is only
a pot of parsely and a pot of gerani-
ums in your kitchen window. Don't
miss this chance to give Prabhupada
something vou have raised with love
and care.

IMPLE LIVING and high think-

ing” was Srila Prabhupada’s for-
mula for spiritual advancement. To
Prabhupada, simple living meant to
break away from the din and misery
of industrial life and “get all your
necessities from the land”—sarva-
kama-dugha mahi. Why waste our
energy struggling in the tangled web
of industry and international trade
when we can get all our needs close
at hand, saving time for spiritual
advancement? Srila Prabhupéda
pointed out that by Krsna’s arrange-
ment the land could supply our food
and shelter—and clothing.

tection, cloth production held an
important place in Prabhupada’s
plans for simple living. As he grew
from boyhood to youth, Abhay
Charan (as Prabhupada was known

Next to agriculture and cow pro- ‘

the international cloth trade. His

| as a boy) was himself familiar with ‘

father, Gour Mohan De, ran a small
cloth shop in Calcutta. Fabric he
sold, though made of Indian cotton,
was manufactured in England and
exported back to India.

In time a strong sentiment built up
against imported cloth. Nationalists
such as Gandhi pointed to imported ‘
cloth as a prime example of British
exploitation of India. Imported cloth
put local weavers out of work, forc- ‘
ing them into poverty and starvation.
Gandbhi stressed that the economy
should be swadeshi, or depending on
products locally obtained:

My definition of swadeshi is well
known. I must not serve my distant
neighbour at the expense of the
nearest. ... Swadeshi is that spirit
in us which restricts us to the use
and service of our immediate
surroundings to the exclusion of
the more remote. . . . I should use
only things that are produced by
my immediate neighbors and serve
those industries by making them

AND KRSNA

efficient and complete where they
might be wanting.
—Economic & Industrial

Life Relations

Cloth had a central role in this
philosophy:

It is sinful to eat American wheat
and let my neighbor, the grain
dealer, starve for want of custom-
ers. Similarly, it is sinful for me to
wear the latest finery of Regent
Street when I know that if 1 had
but worn the things woven by the
neighboring spinners and weavers,
that would have clothed me, and
fed and clothed them.

—Collected Works of

Mahatma Gandhi, 1958

Such incisive thinking won the
admiration of many young college

| students, including Abhay. The

logical first act of an Indian national-
ist was to cast off clothing made of
imported mill cloth and to wear only
homespun khadi. Young Abhay
joined his classmates in this gesture.
Nevertheless, Abhay’s motives
were different from those of his
classmates, and eventually he would
prove himself more radical than
Gandbhi, both in his spiritual determi-
nation and in his vision of the social
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Prabhupada presented a plan
to cut through the bonds the goddess
of material energy uses
to tie us to the material world.

structure and economics that would
manifest from a spiritual society.

In the passing years, as Abhay
became less and less of a nationalist
and more and more of a spiritual
revolutionary, he still kept his inter-
est in homespun cloth as a feature of
the ideal way of life. ,

In his last days in Vrndavana, Srila
Prabhupada reaffirmed the standard
of simple living and high thinking as
his goal for Krsna conscious devotees
in every part of the world:

That is my desire. Don’'t waste time
for bodily comforts. You have got
this body. You have to eat some-
thing. You have to cover yourself.
So produce your own food and
produce your own cloth. Don’t
waste time for luxury, and chant
Hare Krsna. This is success of life.
In this way organize as far as pos-
sible, either in Ceylon or in Czech-
oslovakia, wherever . . . Save time.
Chant Hare Krsna. Don't be
allured by the machine civilization.
—Conversation, Vrndavana,
October 8, 1977

The Allure of the
Machine Civilization

Where did it come from, this
“allure of the machine civilization”
Prabhupada fought against so
vigorously, this refinement of
materialism he saw as the nemesis to
spiritual culture?

In fact, it came originally from
Krsna Himself. In the Bhagavad-gita
(7.4-5) Lord Krsna explains that He
has two kinds of energy. His internal
energy, para prakrti, is spiritual and
eternal. The living entities are part of
this spiritual energy of Krsna’s. But
He also has an external, separated
energy, called apara prakrti, which is
material and temporary.

The personification of Krsna’s

| internal energy is Srimati Radharni,

Krsna’s eternal consort, the essence
of loving devotional service to God.
The personification of Krsna's exter-
nal energy is Durga Devi, or Maya,
the goddess of material energy. Al-
though Durga Devi is herself a great
devotee of the Lord, it is her job to
guard the spiritual world by keeping
out the living entities who are not yet
spiritually pure. She does this by
enticing them with sense enjoyment
in the material world.

Since the machine civilization
allures us mainly by promises of sense
gratification, this false civilization is
under the control of the goddess
Durga, also known as Kali. As we’ll
see, the goddess of material energy
even put her own name on the fabric
of industrial history.

But while Durga Devi was going
about her work of enslaving people
through industrialism, Srila Prabhu-
pada came as Krsna's devotee to free
them and help them go back to God-
head. Prabhupada presented a plan
to cut through the bonds the goddess
of material energy uses to tie us to the
material world. That plan included
replacing industrialism with simple
living and high thinking—and replac-
ing machine-made cloth with cloth
woven at home.

The story of how Durga Devi, or
Kali, established the “machine civili-
zation” starts in the same place Srila
Prabhupada took off his mill cloth
and put on homespun. It starts in
Calcutta.

Once upon a time in the late 1600s,
as the remnants of the feudal culture
were dying out in Europe and Eng-
land, the East India Company made
its way to India to acquire goods for
trade back in England. Among the
most attractive of the exotic goods it
brought back to London were
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wonderfully printed cotton fabrics
called “calicuts”™—or soon “cali-
coes”—named after “Kali’s Bath,” or
Calcutta, the Indian port whence
they came. And as if to mock the
arrogance of the proud European
civilization, the goddess Kali decreed
not only that the goods should have
her name on them, but also that she
would set in motion the demolition
of Western civilization by using not
trained soldiers but ordinary women,
human beings of her own sex, to do

| the job.

The English, of course, had their
own cloth. For centuries Britons had
produced cloth from wool and flax.
By the mid-1600s, wool was an
important item of trade. But it was a
product of cottage industry, or the
“putting out” system. Neither heavy
machinery nor factories were used to
produce wool, though many English
citizens depended on wool produc-
tion for their livelihood. In fact, the
international wool trade eventually
became so profitable that manorial
lords enclosed vast areas of former
cropland for sheep grazing, forcing
thousands of peasants from their
homes. But this was a small catastro-
phe compared to what Kali had yet
in store.

A Passion for Fashion

The pretty new calico cloth from
India was inexpensive and immensely
popular with the ladies. Not every-
one was enthusiastic, however.
Critics said the cheap Indian cloth
would ruin British culture by driving
English woolen workers out of busi-
ness. They criticized English women
for their unrestrained desire for im-
ported cloth. Though others scoffed
at the worries of the critics, on the
eve of the twenty-first century it
appears that the worries may have



-

been justified after all. In a 1728 pam-
phlet entitled A Plan of the English
Commerce, one writer bemoaned
women’s appetite for imports:

The calicoes are sent from the
Indies by land into Turkey, by land
and inland seas into Muscovy and
Tartary, and about by long-sea into
Europe and America, til in general
they are become a grievance. . . .
Two things among us are 00
ungovernable, viz. our passions
and our fashions. . . . It is true that
the liberty of the ladies, their pas-
sion for their fashion, has been
frequently injurious to the manu-
facturers of England. . . .

Daniel DeFoe’s Weekly Review
(1708) also lamented:

Above half of the (woolen) manu-
facture was entirely lost, half of the
people scattered and ruined, and all
this by the intercourse of the East
India trade.

Home cloth production suffered
devastating blows from foreign
competition, but eighteenth-century
England had no Gandhi to make a
bonfire of imported calicoes. Instead
it decided to compete by making its
own calicoes—even cheaper than the
ones imported from Calcutta.

In this way it came to be that not
wool production but production of
cotton, or Kali’s cloth, became the
great impetus for the industrial
revolution. Whereas the demand for
wool was fixed—a person only

needed so many wool garments, no
matter what the price—cotton cloth
became more popular as the price
fell. stimulating the creation of clever
new inventions to produce it more
cheaply. The institution of slavery in
the Americas reduced manufacturing
costs even further. Economic histo-
rian Phylis Dean notes,

The falling costs and prices gene-
rated by the opening up of new
high-yielding cotton lands and the
invention of the cotton-ginning
machine in the U.S.A., and by the
factory system and textile inven-
tions in Britain, brought a dispro-
portionate expansion in demand on
a world-wide scale. Cotton manu-
facture proved to be the first
“growth industry” in the modern
sense of the term. . . .
—The First Industrial
Revolution, Second
edition, p. 67

Using kidnapped African labor to

. grow and harvest cotton brought

prices down considerably. But Afri-
cans weren't the only exploited work-
ers in the profitable cloth trade.
Workers laboring in the spinning and
weaving factories and living in slums
in British and New England mill
towns were scarcely better off than
slaves.

Ironically, cloth was produced to
satisfy women'’s desires, and by a
quirk of fate it was mostly women
who labored to produce the cloth—
women and children. Just as women

Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna

Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare

Hare Rama, Hare Rama

Rama Rama, Hare Hare

and children had traditionally woven
cloth for their own families, women
and children continued to make up
the majority of the workers when
cloth production meant manufactur-
ing a commodity for sale.

But when cloth production took a
commercial tone, it changed from a
casual and congenial home craft to a
rigorous, dangerous, and oppressive
industrial enterprise. In 1833 the
workers employed in cotton manu-
facture in Lancashire and Cheshire,
England, included 19,247 men, 20,962
women, and 27,610 children. Chil-
dren worked twelve hours a day five
days a week and nine hours on
Saturday. Working conditions were
demanding:

While the engine works, the people

must work. Men, women, and chil-

dren are thus yokefellows with iron
and steam; the animal machine [the
worker]—fragile at best, subject to

a thousand sources of suffering,

and doomed, by nature in his best

state, to a short-lived existence,
changing every moment, and
hastening to decay—is matched
with an iron machine insensible to
suffering and fatigue.

—The Effects of Arts, Trades, and
Professions on Health and
Longevity, by C. Turner
Thackrah. p. 82.

Eventually, the protests of
Dickens, Wordsworth, and others
ended child labor in England. As
England and other industrialized
countries became more prosperous in
the twentieth century, working
conditions improved. At the same
time, industry expanded until it
produced not only cloth but practi-
cally every product needed by human
society.

Unfortunately, industry couldn’t
produce the most important thing
human society needed—spiritual life.
And without that central ingredient,
civilization was destined to take a
severe turn for the worse, as we shall
see in the next issue.

Hare Krsna Devi Dasi, an ISKCON
devotee since 1978, is co-editor of the
newsletter Hare Krsna Rural Life.
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SRILA

PRABHUPADA
ON SCIENCE

A Centennial Meditation
With the support of Vedic knowledge,

Srila Prabhupada challenged society’s

blind allegiance to modern science. Rl

by Drutakarma Dasa

N A WARM, SUNNY, dry Decem-

ber morning, my taxidriver turned

from the raucous, acrid main roads
of New Delhi into the calm, spacious, tree-
lined avenues of Chanakya Puri, the capital
city’s international quarter. As we entered
the garden-bordered driveway to the stately
Taj Palace hotel, I pinned my conference
badge on the lapel of my dark blue suit
jacket. A uniformed and turbaned hotel
employee with a great moustache opened
the door. I stepped out and paid my fare in
rupees to the driver. I was in New Delhi for
the World Archeological Congress.

The conference room was decorated in
muted royal style, reminiscent of a bygone
era of Moghul opulence. Dimmed chande-
liers cast a golden glow. I sat among the
archeologists, waiting my turn to speak.
After a brief introduction by the section
chairman, and a respectful smattering of
applause, 1 stepped to the podium. My
opening humor drew some chuckles. Then,
identifying myself as a member of the
Bhaktivedanta Institute, the science stud-
ies branch of the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness, I began to read
my paper “Puranic Time and the Archeo-
logical Record.”

I looked into the eyes of the assembled
scientists, and for the next twenty min-
utes argued politely but forcefully against

OTHER PLANETS

the Darwinian
view that hu-
mans evolved
fairly recently
from apes. The
actual evidence,
I said, favored the Puranic idea that hu-
mans have been present on this planet since
the beginning of creation. In other words,
human history extends throughout vast
cycles of cosmic time, each lasting hun-
dreds of millions of years. As I was speak-
ing, | remembered my spiritual master, His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, who decades earlier in this
same city had begun the work I was now
helping him carry out.

PRABHUPADA'S
FIRST BOOK

In 1959, Srila Prabhupada was living in
a small room above a Krsna temple in the
old, crowded Chippiwada district of Del-
hi. At that time he wrote a slender book
called Easy Journey to Other Planets. Srila
Prabhupada would later publish dozens of
volumes of writings, including his monu-
mental translation of the Bhagavata Purana,
or Srimad-Bhagavatam, but Easy Journey
to Other Planets was his first book. And,
significantly, he placed these words on the
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Vastly Different Views

The Encounter Between
The Western Outlook and the Vedic

In a foreword to For-
bidden Archeology, by
Drutakarma Ddsa and
Sadapiuita Dasa, soci-
ologist Pierce J. Flynn,
of California State Uni-
versity at San Marcos,
noted the unique per-

many Indian intellectu-
alstoabandon their tra-
ditional culture and
wisdom for Western
modes of science and
theology.

The program even
made its mark on Gau-

spective from which the
authors spoke: “The authors admit
to their own sense of place in a knowl-
edge universe with contours derived
from personal experience with Vedic
- philosophy, religious perception, and
Indian cosmology. Their intriguing
discourse on the ‘Evidence for Ad-
vanced Culture in Distant Ages’ is
light years from ‘normal’ Western
science, and vet provokes a cohesion
of probative thought. In my view, itis
Jjust this openness of subjective posi-
tioning that makes Forbidden Ar-
cheology an original and important
contribution to postmodern schol-
arly studies now being done in soci-
ology, anthropology, archeology, and
the history of science and ideas.”

In 1995 at an interdisciplinary
conference on Science and Culture
sponsored by Kentucky State Univer-
sity, Drutakarma Dasa gave a paper
in which he told more about the
Gaudiva Vaisnava tradition that had
inspired the writing of the book. In
particular, he spoke of the history of
the encounter between Gaudiya Vais-
navism and Western science during
the nineteenth and twentieth centu-
ries. The following is an excerpt.

IN THE NINETEENTH century,
India’s British rulers offered West-
ern education to Indian intellectu-
als. The goal was to create a cadre
of English-speaking and English-
thinking Indians to assist them in
the British program of military,
political, economic, religious, and
cultural domination. This educa-
tional program successfully induced

diya Vaisnavism, the
line of Krsna devotees that traces
back to Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
But in the middle of the nineteenth
century, Kedarnatha Dutta (1838-
1914), an English-speaking magis-
trate in the colonial administration,
became interested in Gaudiya Vais-
navism. After his initiation by a
Gaudiya Vaisnava guru, he inaugur-
atedarevival of Gaudiya Vaisnavism
among the intelligent classes, in
Bengal and throughout India.

The central goal of Gaudiya Vais-
navism is cultivation of bhakti, or
devotion, to Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. The bhakti
school also incorporates a strong
philosophical tradition, grounded
in a literal, yet by no means naive,
reading of the Vedic and Puranic
texts, including their accounts of
history and cosmogony. Kedarnatha
Dutta, later known by the title
Bhaktivinoda Thakura, communi-
cated Gaudiya Vaisnava teachings
not only to his Indian contempor-
aries but also to the worldwide
community of intellectuals. He
reached the latter by publishing
several works in English, among
them Shri Chaitanya Mahapra-
bhu: His Life and Precepts, which
appeared in 1896,

In the early twentieth century,
Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s son Bim-
ala Prasada Dutta, later known as
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
(1874-1936), carried on the work of
his father, expanding Gaudiya Vais-
navism in India and sending a few
disciples to England and Germany.

The European expeditions did not,
however, yield any permanent re-
sults, and the missionaries returned
home.

In 1922, His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
then known as Abhay Charan De,
met Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Tha-
kura in Calcutta, India. A recent
graduate of Scottish Churches Col-
lege in Calcutta and a follower of
Gandhi, Prabhupada was somewhat
skeptical of this very traditional guru.
But he found himself won over by
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati’s sharp
intelligence and spiritual purity. At
this first meeting, Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati requested Prabhupada to
spread the Gaudiya Vaisnava teach-
ingsthroughout the world, especially
in English. In 1933 Prabhupada be-
came the formal disciple of Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati, and in 1936,
the year of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta’s
death, Prabhupada received a letter
from him renewing his request that
Prabhupada teach in the West. In
1963, at the age of 69, Prabhupada
came to New York City, where a
year later he started ISKCON, the
institutional vehicle through which
the teachings of Gaudiya Vaisnavism
were to spread quickly around the
world.

Among these teachings are those
connected with the origin of life and
the universe. To scientifically estab-
lish these teachings, Srila Prabhu-
pada in 1975 organized the Bhakti-
vedanta Institute. He envisioned
the introduction of Gaudiya Vais-
nava teachings on the origin of life
and the universe as a direct con-
frontation with prevailing Western
scientific ideas, such as Darwinian
evolution.

My own involvement in the
Bhaktivedanta Institute, as a West-
ern convert to Gaudiya Vaisnavism,
can thus be seen in the historical
context of the larger cultural inter-
action between Western science and
an Asian Indian knowledge tradi-
tion with vastly different views on
natural history.
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Muralivadana Dasa

first page: “Dedicated to the scien- |

tists of the world, with the blessings of
His Divine Grace Sri Srimad Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati Goswami Maha-
raja, my spiritual master.”

Although he dedicated his book to
the scientists of the world, Srila Prabhu-
pada did not shrink from challenging

frt the early (9705 Srila Prabhupida would often con-
verse on scientific topics with his disciple Svariipa
Damodara Dasa (holding microphone), a graduate
student in biochemistry.

some of their most cherished conclu-
sions about life and the universe.

For example, he wrote, “Krsna says
in the Bhagavad-gita that hundreds of
thousands of years ago the Gita was
spoken to the presiding deity of the
sun, who delivered the knowledge to
his son Manu, from whom the present
generation of man has descended.
Manu, in his turn, delivered this tran-
scendental knowledge to his son King
fksvaku, who is the forefather of the
dynasty in which the Personality of
Godhead appeared.”

The idea that humans on this earth
are part of a larger community of hu-
manlike beings populating the universe
certainly contradicts the idea that we
humans evolved on this planet by ran-
dom evolutionary processes. So also
does the idea that humans of an ad-

vanced level of civilization, such as
King Iksvaku, lived on this planet hun-
dreds of thousands of years ago.

Srila Prabhupada realized that the
accounts of life and the universe found
in the ancient Vedic texts were in fun-
damental conflict with the accounts of
modernscience. Hiscourage indirectly
addressing this conflict,
his refusal to quietly
avoidit, represents one
of Srila Prabhupada’s
great contributions.
This contribution is es-
pecially worthy of re-
membrance during this
year, the one hundredth
anniversary of Srila
Prabhupada’s birth.

NO POSTDATED
CHECKS

Srila Prabhupada
was prepared to give
scientists credit for any-
thing they could actu-
ally accomplish. But he
would not give them

they could not practi-
cally demonstrate. For
example, scientists are
fond of asseriing that
life arose on earth by
chemical combination.
In response to such

claims, Srila Prabhu- |

pada argued that no one has observed
| life arising spontaneously from chemi-
cal combination in nature. Nor have
scientists produced life by combining
chemicals in their laboratories. Faced
with protests that great progress has
been made and that life would indeed
soon be produced in laboratories, Srila
Prabhupadarefused to accept from ma-
terialistic scientists these “postdated
checks.”

Turning from the origin of life to
the origin of species, Srila Prabhupada
rejected Darwin’s proposal that one
species transforms into another, There
is evolution, he said, but itis the evolu-
tion of the soul through various forms
of life, all created by Krsna. In any city,
he reasoned, there are varieties of
houses and apartments. According to
| one’smeans, one obtainsacertain dwel-
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credit for assertions |

| ling. Similarly, God has created mil-
lions of species, and according to a
soul’s karma the soul occupies first
one kind of body, then another. The
kinds of bodies, once manifested by
the arrangement of the Lord, do not
transform. If one species does trans-
form into another, Srila Prabhupada
asked, why do we not see this occurring
today?

In Easy Journey to Other Planets,
Prabhupada examined the concept of
antimatter. According to nuclear sci-
entists, both matter and antimatter are
destructible. But if something were
truly antimaterial, said Srila Prabhu-
pada,itshould not be subject to destruc-
' tion, as are the antimaterial particles
observed by scientists in their atom
smashers. Truly antimaterial entities
are described in the Vedas, he went
on to say. The soul, for example, is an
ever existing particle of conscious-
ness, emanating from the supreme
conscious being, Krsna.

THE SHORTCOMINGS
OF SCIENCE

According to materialistic science,
the soul is a mythological concept.
Consciousness is simply the result of
chemical interactions in the brain.
Srila Prabhupada often challenged this
idea. The soul, he proposed, is the
source of consciousness. If the soul is
present in the body, the body displays
consciousness. If the soul leaves the
body, consciousness disappears. If, as
the materialistic scientists claim, con-
sciousness comes from chemicals, they
should demonstrate this by injecting
chemicals into a dead body and thus
restoring its consciousness.

In discussing the origin of the uni-
verse, most materialistic scientists
favor some version of the “big bang”
theory. According to this theory, an in-
finitely small and dense particle of mat-
tersuddenly expandedinto the universe
as we know it. Srila Prabhupada ques-
tioned how such a process could pro-
duce all the signs of order and design
‘ we can observe in the universe. He

upheld the Vedic account of creation,

in which creation unfolds under the

| supervision of the Supreme Lord and
subordinate demigods like Brahma.

(please turn to page 62)
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Bob Roberts

EVERY 1IO0WN
&VILLAGE

The worldwide activities of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

WORLD NEWS

Scholars from six countries

gathered at the Hare Krsna
temple in Detroit last November for a conference on Srila
Prabhupada. Entitled “Srila Prabhupada, Deliverer of
Krsna Bhakti to the World: A Centennial Assessment,”
the conference was the first major event of North Ameri-
ca’s Prabhupada Centennial celebration. Among the
twelve scholars who delivered papers were five initiated
devotees. The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust plans to publish
a book this summer based on the conference papers.

Participants at the conference on Srila Prabhupada, at the
Bhaktivedanta Cultural Center in Detroit.

The Hare Krsna float won the Director’s Award in Hono-
lulu’s Aloha Day Parade last September. About 350,000
people attended the parade, one million watched it live
on local television, and in November forty million saw it
when it was televised nationally on Thanksgiving Day.
m On January 6, the honorable Mayor of Bom-
bay, Mr. Ramchandra Kadam, presided over
a ceremony renaming a road in honor of Srila Prabhu-
pada. The road, formerly Gulmohar Road, is now Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Marg. The road is the major thoroughfare |
connecting the suburb of Juhu, site of ISKCON's “Hare
Krishna Land” center, with the link road to downtown

Bombay. ISKCON spiritual leaders attended the event,
along with local civic leaders and the prominent indus- |

| of Bhakti-

trialists Ashok Hinduja and Hrishikesh Mafatlal.

In June, ISKCON will dedicate to Prabhupada a memo-
rial arch. The arch will span Gandhi Gram Road, the road
opposite ISKCON’s Juhu temple, at the point where the
road meets Juhu Beach. Srila Prabhupida used to take his
early-morning walks on that beach when staying in Juhu.

Devotees brought Krsna con-

United Kingdom [ia# ,
sciousness to demonstrations

last September to stop the export of live calves. The devo-
tees chanted Hare Krsna and passed out books and
prasadam, food offered to Krsna. During a demonstration
at Dover,
attended by
a thousand
people, the
devotees
were shown
on national
television.

The decision
on the future

sl o

vedanta Ma- _
Burfi the ox at a demonstration in Dover.

nor will wait
until April,
say sources in the British government. Whether the
Manor, ISKCON’s temple outside London, will be able to
stay open for public worship was to have been decided last
November. But ISKCON’s plan for a road to solve
supposed traffic problems will take longer to consider.

In a related development, the temple and its former
president, Akhandadhi Dasa, have been found guilty of
disregarding the enforcement notice denying public wor-
ship at the Manor, and given an unusually stiff fine of
£30.,000 plus court costs. The charge stemmed from the
1994 Janmastami festival, which drew thousands of
devotees. The temple will appeal that the fine be reduced.

To get much of our news Back to Godhead teams up with ISKCON World Review, the newspaper of the Hare Krsna movement.
For more detailed news, subscribe to ISKCON World Review (see page 61).
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Deva Dina Dayal

EVERY TOWN & VILLAGE

m Television viewers purchased more than
six thousand copies of a vegetarian
cookbook by ISKCON devotee Karma Dasa through his

television series, “Cooking with Kurma.” The show aired
for thirteen weeks.

2 Ameri tee s i
South Pacific An American defu ee spent nine
months last year in Pago Pago,
American Samoa, introducing Krsna consciousness to the
local people. Syamasundara Dasa, from Detroit, is the

first devotee to distribute Srila Prabhupada’s books on
this remote island 1,600 miles northeast of New Zealand.

Africa Devotees in Kisumu, Kenya, will consecrate

the ground for a new temple complex. The
ceremonies will take place on Rama Navami, the appear-

ance day of Lord Ramacandra. The devotees will build
the complex on land they purchased last October in a
residential area near Lake Victoria, the second largest
lake in the world. Besides a temple, the complex will
include a guest house, an exhibition center, arrangements
for prasadam distribution, a musical fountain with colored
lighting, and a natural garden, to be named Vrndavana
Garden. Devotees plan to complete the project by Janma-
stami, Lord Krsna’s appearance day, in 1997.

Devotees from four West African states attended the
installation of Gaura-Nitai and Radha-Krsna in a new
temple in Port Harcourt, Nigeria, last summer. Govern-
ment officials, business leaders, and other dignitaries also
attended the event. The temple is the first of several
planned for West Africa.

PADAYATRA NEWS

Padayatra India
Last year Padayatra India completed its third tour of holy
places in the Himalayas, including Badrinath, Kedarnath,
Yamunotri (the source of the Yamuna River), and Gango-
tri (the source of the Ganges). The party distributed more
than two thousand books and hundreds of photos of Srila
Prabhupada announcing his centennial celebrations.
From the end of September until the middle of Febru-
ary, the Padayatra walked from Haridwar, in the Hima-
layan foothills, to Mayapur, West Bengal, in time for
ISKCON’s annual international festival.

Padayatra Vrndavana

The Padayatra team from England toured Vraja Mandala
(the Vrndavana area) during the month of Kartika
(October-November) last year. They put on twenty-¢ight
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festivals that included Krsna conscious plays, movies, and
puppet shows. And they passed out 19,000 plates of
prasadam during the five-week tour.

Padayatra Bangladesh

About forty devotees take part in an ongoing Padayitra
in Bangladesh. They travel throughout the mostly Islamic
country visiting Nama-hattas, or groups of ISKCON-
affiliated Krsna devotees.

Padayatra Europe

The walk that began in Belfast will reach Moscow in
June. For six years devotees have walked in the summer
and raised funds in the winter. This past winter the oxen
and ox cart that accompany the devotees on their walk
have been parked at the ISKCON farm in Minsk,
Belarus. The procession will begin again
when the weather warms.

Padayatra New Zealand

The Srila Prabh upada Centennial Pada-
vatra for New Zealand toured the country
from January 7 to February 11. The devo-
tees started their walk in Christchurch and
ended in Auckland.

Padayatra Canada

A group of devotees plan to start a walk
across Canada in April, from Vancouver
to the Maritime Provinces. The walk

will take five or six months and cover
about five thousand miles. It is part of
ISKCON Canada’s observance of the Srila
Prabhupada Centennial.




Now we bring you a larger selection
of Krsna conscious music!

Divine Nature

A Spiritual Perspective on the
Environmental Crisis

By Michael A. Cremo and
Mukunda Goswami

“The authors suggest that the most
important L‘h;ln_ucn must come first
within each of us—in the way we see

ourselves and the universe."”-

Niti-Sastras

Sayings of Canakya & Hitopadesa
As Quoted by Srila Prabhupada
Translated by Agrahya Dasa
Commentary by Satsvarupa Disa
Goswami

Srila Prabhupada chose the sayings most
Hpg‘lit:;}[‘llt.‘ o hi.!-} Lh:i(lplch 'dI'I.L] Fave us

their Krsna conscious import to guide

our lives. Softhound, 258 pages, $11.95.
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Harrison. Softbound, 108 pages, $9.95.

Song of God

Bhagavad-gita As It Is,
translated by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada. Original verses sung
in Sanskrit by Minoo
Purshottam, read in
English by Tamal Krishna
Goswami. Ten-tape album.

Introductory offer: $49.95.

More Songs of the
Vaishnava Acharyas

Translated }“,' Dasaratha Sara Dasa

68 complete songs in Sanskrit,
Bengali, Hindi, and Brijbhasha
(the language of Vrndavana), plus
over 30 miscellaneous chants and
mantras. Spiralbound, color cover,

8!/2" x 11", 152 pages, $14.95.
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Vaisnava Music

Vaivasaki Dasa
Divya Lila—CD $14.95; tape $7.95 @
Mahatma Dasa
Your Life Will Be Sublime—tape $5.95
Our Only Shelter—tape $5.95
Isopanisad—rtape $5.95
Brahma Samhita—tape $5.95
Magic is the Chanting—tape $5.95
Heart and Soul—tape $6.95
Higher Dimensions—tape $6.95
Kirtana-mala, with Mukunda Datta @
Dasa—rtape $5.95
Indradyumna Swami
Param Gati—tape $5.95
Lokanath Swami
Eternal Bliss- tape $5.95
Bhakti Rasa Dasa
Bathe the Mind—tape $5.95
Art of Devotion—tape $6.95
Prapannam Dasa
Yasomati Nandana—tape $6
Radha Krsna Prana Mora—tape $6
Sri Radhika-stava—tape $6
Sri Nama—tape $6
Hari Bol—tape $6
Hari Bol, Vol. 2—tape $6
Krsna Prema Dasa
Krsna Vision, Vol. 1—CD $14.95
Krsna Vision, Vol. 2—CD $14.95
Beyond Darkness—CD $14.95
Reflections—CD $14.95
Future Ragas—CD $14.95
Kirtana
The Best of New York Kirtanas—
tape $7.95; CD $14.95

BTG SPECIALS!

Bhajanas &
Kirtanas

Going Home
By Nagaraja Dasa
Bhajanas and the Hare By Visnujana Swami

Krsna mantra, sung to  Srila Prabhupada said

S WE e 1o - 1 > I+ .

sweet Bengali melo- Visnujana could sing
dies. Singing accom- like a Gandharva.
panied by traditional  Now for the first time

Indian instruments. we bring you the
Nearly a full hour of

refreshing, devotion-

legendary Swami on
two quality CDs.
CDs $14.95 ca.;
tapes $4.95 ea.

ally uplifting music.
CD $14.95; tape
$6.95; both $18.95

more inside
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Let the Hare Krsna Catalog help you inc;

Read Prabhupada’s books

We carry all of
Srila Prabhupada'’s

books and t_'i_'r“t_’Cl'L'L]
teachings. (Call for details.)

Hear from Prabhupada

[ -
\ (. Phaktivedanta S
Pratpide

(. okt st Shasami
rulupdda

Srila Prabhupada’s Classes on CD

The Bhaktivedanta Archives introduces the new Srila Prabhu-
pada Lecture Series in CD format. Each disk contains 74 minutes
of Prabhupada’s enlightening instructions in high-quality sound.
Six CDs are now available. $5.95 ea. (Call for details.)

Favorite Bhajanas and Kirtanas
}")\ HI'I]'.I I}[]ll‘h“]‘.\l'\li‘

These recordings have been remixed and
mastered to digital. CDs $14.95; tapes $4.95.
CD-1—Krishna Meditations

CD-2—Hare Krishna Classics and Originals
CD-3—Songs of the Spiritual Masters
CD-4—Sri Brahma Sarmhira
CD-5—Prabhupada Bhajans

CD-6—The Radha Krsna Temple
CD-7—Vibhavari Sesa

CD-8—Dasavatara

CD-9—]Jaya Radhe Jaya Krsna

CD-10—Sri Sri Gurvastakam

CD-11—5ri Sri Siksastakam

CD-12—Hare Krishna Mahamantra
CD-13—Gauranga Bhajan

CD-14—Nitai Pada Kamala
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Worship Prabhupada

Srila Prabhupada’s Lotus Feet
Cast by Kumara Dasa

A special Centennial offering. Gold-leafed,
5 1bs, 14"x12", $108.

Classic Photos

112 of the best pictures ever taken of Srila

Prabhupada, in color and black & white.

R i O e .. $2.00
o A s $3.50
g A e $6.50
E R S SN 5 ¢ 5 4
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Call or write for our illustrated list that
shows you all the |‘}]l||'~‘h. Also included:
transcendental art, available as prints.

CALL TO ORDER 1-800-800-3BTG



ncrease your Prabhupada consciousness!

Research Prabhupada’s words : Watch Prabhupada
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Srila Prabhupada Videos

Including: a series on the prayers of Queen

Kunti, questions and answers with reporters,

Folio for Mac and Windows

Imagine having all of Prabhupada's recorded words at your

a talk on the nonsectarian aspect of Krsna
consciousness, entitled “The Science of
God.” Complete set of 20, $360.00.
Individual videos, $24.95 each.

fingertips! In both Macintosh and Windows platforms. All this
for only $595. Abridged version, $295. (Call for details.)

Hear Prabhupada’s Bhagavad-gita As It Is

Bhagavad-gita As It Is e Bhagavad-gita As it Is

Read by Dravida Dasa

g

A complete reading of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s Bhagavad-gita As It Is,
including the introduction, Sanskrit
verses, translations, and purports. 18
tapes in two vinyl albums, $89.95.
Sanskrit verses and translations only:
four tapes in a vinyl album, $19.95.
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Remember Prabhupada

LIMITED-QUANTITY REPRINT!

A Transcendental Diary
Volume 1: Nov. *75-April ’76

By Hari Sauri Dasa

Your Ever
Well-Wisher
Video

The perfect Centen-
nial gift. Help
increase Srila Prabhu-
pada consciousness by
The first volume of Hari Sauri’s giving this video of
Transcendental Diary has been reprinted Srila Prabhupada’s
for those who did not get one the first life to all your friends
time around. Act now! Limited and relatives. Also
quantity, Hardbound, $29.95;
softbound, $19.95. Volumes 2 & 3 are

also available at the same prices.

CALL TO ORDER 1-800-800-3BTG

includes Acarya I &
1. Color, 120
minutes, $24.95.
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Raise your children in Krsna consciousness:

Coloring Books

ABC — 32 pages, $2.50

Dasa Avatar — 12 pages, $2.50

A Day in Vrindavan — 16 pages, $2.50
Damodara — 32 pages, $4.95

Friends for Life — 48 pages, $4.95

Gopal — 16 pages, $4.95

Honor Thy Mother and Thy Father — 24 pages, $2.50
Jagannatha — 48 pages, $4.95

Krsna — 32 pages, $4.95

Krsna's Songs — 20 pages, $2.95; tape, $5.95

Lord Krishna's Pastimes — 18 pages, $2.50

The Boy Saint, Prahlad Maharaja — 30 pages, $2.50
Rama — 32 pages, $2.50

Somgs of India — 42 pages, $2.95; tape, $5.95
Nimai — 48 pages, $4.95

The Art of Teaching

By Bhurijana Dasa

T'his comprehensive guide to teaching,
written by a leading educator in ISKCON,
weaves I'U_‘_It‘l]h_’l' the traditional Vedic
system and contemporary teaching
strategies. Hardbound, 506 pages. $24.95

Children’s Books

Agha the Terrible Demon — Softbound, 32 pages. $4.95

Bhagavad-gita: An Illustrated Introduction — 210 pages,
includes audio CD. $29.95

Chota’s Way: A Children’s Tale — Softbound, 134 pages. $6.95

Chota’s Activity Book — 50 pages. $4.50 (both Chota books
$9.95)

A Gift of Love: The Story of Sudama the Brahmin
32 pages. $5.95

Gopal the Invincible — Hardbound, 16 pages. $5.95

Heroes of Ancient Earth — Comic book, softhound, 50 pages.
$6.95

Nimai's Puppy — Softbound, 36 pages. $3.95

Offer Everything to Krishna — Softbound, 28 pages. $2.95

One Step Toward Krsna — 2-volume set, softbound, 52 pages
each. 5?.95

Simply Wonderful: Krishna’s Vegetarian Cookbook for Children —
Softhound, 36 pages. $3.95

Sakshi Gopal: A Witness for the Wedding
$2.50

The Book of Krishna Conscious Games -
$4.95

T'he Glories of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu — $4.95

Hardbound,

Softbound, 16 pages.

Softhound, 70 pages.

Order today in 3 easy steps:

o Please fill out completely (even if you're phoning

so you have all information handy)

SOLD TO: SHIP TO:
Name_ Name_
Address Address
City . _State Zip Ciry State Zin—
f‘}]m“. ( ) e H‘ml‘lu ( )_ et
o Here’s what Id like to order: o Payment method:
I Q[\ : ITF“.\T I)RK:[ TL)"["AL i l:l (:Ilt‘('k t‘ﬂt']()HCLi (}‘ii\'ili\t\: to
— L The Hare Krsna Catalog)
[ Please charge to my
O VISA O MasterCard
O Discover O American Express
- Name on card
Signature
Card#
Expiration date
Subtotal
Shipping: Mainland USA please Shipping/Handling CALL TO ORDER @ 1-800-800-3284
= \”_.l'l of order v: '. ‘-I}"." =
.ul\ll 1( b I‘ “]. le 1[\ IlllIL I lru,_n Tax I Pl v
orders add U5 of order v - IC residents add 6% i
= =ites ‘\('II' dlli\ i BTG Service Center
Chahead s P. O. Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046




Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out

“"THERE IS ONLY ONE RELIGION"

Here we continue an exchange that took place in Paris, on
June 15, 1974, between His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, two priests, and two Christian scholars.

Madame Siaude: Your Divine Grace, one who is not in-
clined toward study—can he or she attain God by directly
surrendering unto Him?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Certainly. It does not require edu-
cation, scholarly knowledge, or anything. If one agrees to
surrender to the lotus feet of God, then his life is perfect.
That is stated in the Vedic literature. Aradhito yadi haris
tapasa tatah kim: “If one has surrendered himself to the
lotus feet of God and is worshiping Him, there is no more
need of austerity and penances.” And by the same token,
naradhito yadi haris tapasa tatah kim: “If one has not
learned how to surrender to God and worship Him, then all
his austerities and study are useless.”

Further, antar bahir yadi haris tapasa tatah kim: *If one
can see God within and without, then where is the necessity
of austerity?” And by the same token, nantar bahir yadi
haris tapasa tatah kim: “If one has not learned to see God
within and without, then where is the value of his austerity
and penances?” Therefore, God realization is the only
business of the human being.

Madame Siaude: We agree totally with what you are saying.
Father Fransad: At the same time. Your Divine Grace, we
seem to have a contradiction. A few minutes ago you were
saying, “First we must learn about God, and then we will
know how to pray to God.” But now you seem to be saying,
“If one surrenders to God, one has no need to learn about
Him first.”

Srila Prabhupada: We say, “Religion means to love God—
and you cannot love God unless you
learn what God is.” That >
means you have to learn
about God. Only then can
there be real religion.
Father Fransad: So even if we are with-
out scholarly knowledge, God can reveal Him-
self to us directly?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. That is a fact. If you are actually
a devotee, then God will reveal Himself. That is stated in
the Vedic literature. Arah sri-krsna-namadi na bhaved
grahyam indriyaih: you cannot understand the form, name,
attributes, and pastimes of God by these blunt senses.

These present material senses cannot real-

ize God. Then how can you

T

| mediately they gave up
| all this nonsense.

realize God? Sevonmulkhe hi jihvadau: when you serve Him
with your tongue, then gradually God reveals Himself.
Now, you can do two businesses with the tongue, One is

| talking, and the other is eating. So if you engage your
| tongue in glorifying God, and if you eat only food offered to

God, then you realize God. Therefore, these young boys
and girls from Europe and America are being taught, “Use
the tongue for Krsna. Chant Hare Krsna, and eat Krsna-
prasada, food offered to Krspa.”

And as a practical result, although they are very young,
still they have realized God, Krsna. They are far more
advanced than anyone else. They have forgotten all mate-
rial things—illicit sex, meat-eating, intoxication, gambling.
They are simply devoted to the service of Krsna. So, be-
cause they have engaged their tongue in chanting the Hare
Krsna mantra, they have forgotten all kinds of nonsense,
including meat-eating and intoxica-
tion. The American govern-
mentspent millions of dollars
tostop their LSD habit. Yet
it could not stop even one
man. But as soon as these
young people came to
Krsna consciousness, im-

Madame Siaude: We are
glad to see how successful
you have been.
Srila Prabhupada:
Thank you very
much. So let us join
together and push
forward this movement:
chanting the holy name
of God. I don’t say,
“You must accept
the name Krsna.”

If you have
g{)l any
other




name, you can chant that.

Father Fransad: So when you are glori-
fying God, we hope you will think of
us—and when we are glorifying God,
we will think of you.

Srila Prabhupada: Thank you very
much.

Father Canivez: Yesterday evening,
during your lecture, I was very sad

when there were some people making |

noise.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, that is the diffi-
culty. Gradually, the population of the
world are becoming urchins. Very de-
graded, Before all of you arrived today,
I was discussing the Twelfth Canto of
Srimad-Bhagavatam, which predicts
how people in this age will become
degraded. And this is due to a lack of
God consciousness.

Father Canivez: Your Divine Grace, it
seemed that the young people who

your lecture very hard to accept.
Srila Prabhupada: That is because
the young people are gradually be-
coming degraded. They do not accept
authority.

Disciple: Yes. When they saw, Srila
Prabhupada, that you were speaking
authoritatively, they rejected it. They
reacted.

Srila Prabhupada: So that is due to
their degradation. They cannot accept
any authority. And one cannot ad-
vance in knowledge without accepting
authority.

Father Canivez: Surely.

Srila Prabhupada: But one more
thing 1 may say is that the disobedi-
ence to authority has begun from their
fathers.

Father Canivez: From whom?

Srila Prabhupada: From their fathers.
Yes. Because in the Bible it is said,
“Thou shalt not kill.” And yet the
fathers indulge in the killing business.
So naturally the next generation has
become degraded.

| Father Canivez: Did many stay after
made so much disruption were finding |

the meeting last night?

Disciple: Oh, yes. They stayed until
midnight. The total attendance yester-
day was roughly two thousand people,
and at least one thousand stayed until
twelve o’clock.

CALENDAR CLOSE-UP

r

of the present age.

incarnation of the sage Narada.

Srila Srivasa Pandita
Appearance Day: March 13

RILA Srivasa Pandita is a member of the Panca-tattva (“five
truths”)—Lord Caitanya and His four principal associates. Even
before the advent of Lord Caitanya, Srivasa Pandita and his three
brothers would sing Krsna’s names, worship the Deity of Krsna, and
perform other kinds of devotional service. With Advaita Acarya,
they prayed for Krsna Himself to descend to deliver the fallen souls

Lord Caitanya’s house was very near Srivasa Pandita’s, where
the Lord began His sasnkirtana movement—the congregational
chanting of Krsna’s names. Every night the Lord and his closest
associates would chant there and taste love of God.

Srivasa Pandita never made any effort to support himself or his
dependents, but because of his full dedication to Lord Caitanya and
His mission, the Lord—by His inconceivable power—provided for
all of Srivasa’s needs, and he lived in a palatial home.

All of Lord Caitanya’s associates are His eternal servants who
descend with Him from the spiritual world. Authorities in the line of
Lord Caitanya have revealed that Srila Srivasa Pandita is an

(Full calendar, page 63)
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Srila Prabhupada: Oh? Twelve o’clock?
Disciple: Yes, Srila Prabhupada. The
manager of the hall was pleading with
us to ask them to leave. He wanted to
go home.

Father Canivez: It’s very good that so
many stayed to find out more informa-
tion, to ask questions and discuss with
your followers.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, any reasonable
man will find this subject matter inter-
esting. In Caitanya-caritamrta it is
stated, sri-krsna-caitanya-daya karaha
vicara: “Just ponder the mercy of Lord
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and then give
your judgment.” It is never recom-
mended to take it blindly. Karaha
vicara: “Just consider with all reason
and argument.” And vicara karile citte
pabe camatkara: “If you consider it
with logic and reason, you’'ll find it
sublime.”

Disciple: So to understand a scripture,
whether it be the Bible or Bhagavad-
gita, we have to rely on logic and
reason?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. For instance, in
the Bible it is said, “In the beginning
was the word.” So in the beginning
there was only the Lord’s word. Which
means that this word is not a word of
this material creation.

Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, many of
the so-called spiritual teachers today
say, “You cannot chant the name
Krsna or any other of God’s names,
because any sound is simply a material

| sound.”

Srila Prabhupada: That's it. These ras-
cals do not understand what rhis sound
is. They do not see that even before
the creation there existed this sound,
the Lord’s holy name.

Madame Devi (newly arrived): Your
Divine Grace, do you think that in the
future all religions will come together
and form one group?

Srila Prabhupada: There is no “all reli-
gions.” There is only one religion. One
who deviates—he creates another reli-
gion. Religion means there is God and
we should be obedient to God. This is
religion.

Madame Devi: So it is not necessary
to go by one’s special path?

Srila Prabhupada: No. There s no “spe-
cial path.” There is only one path: that
God is there, God is great, and we are
all subordinate to God. That’s all.



MUSINGS
OF AN ASPIRING
SPIRITUALIST

If tended with care, the creeper of devotional service
will one day reach the abode of Radha-Krsna.

by Visakha Devi Dasi

HEN my mother-

in-law came to

visit us for the

first time in our new

mountain home, she

noted our persim-
mon tree stand-
ing in its two-

gallon pot, waiting
to be planted. Over
our heads, the tree’s
leaves and branches

swayed in the breeze.

“This poor tree is so root-
bound,” she remarked, “I don’t
know if it’ll ever recover.”

Two weeks later, when my husband and I
finally planted it, I saw its roots—hopelessly tan-
gled in an unnatural maze, desperately searching
for new soil, for freedom.

And here I am, I thought, in this time-bound
world, pointlessly searching and researching for
happiness within the confines of my small pot, going
round and round, seeking something new where
there is only the old. ignoring the need to plant myself
in my true habitat, the spiritual world, where I can spread
my roots and thrive.

Fortunately, our persimmon tree did recover, and by
the grace of my spiritual master [ may also.

and the spiritual master, such
a person receives the seed
of the creeper of devo-
tional service.
—Caitanya-caritamrta,
Madhya-lila 19.151

Asanovice garden-
er one of my first les-
sonswasonseeds: they
may look insignificant,

but if you treat them
as such you’'ll get disap-
pointing results. Broccoli
seeds, for example, look like tiny
black dots. Each time I tried to pick
up one of them I got at least four.
“And I'm supposed to plant these twelve inches
apart?” I thought. In frustration I tossed the whole
packet into the garden—and got dozens of plants so
crowded they couldn’t give any broccoli. So, seeds must
be respected.
Infinitely more respect is due for the seed of the
creeper of devotion.

When a person receives the seed of devotional ser-
vice, he should take care of it by becoming a gardener
and sowing the seed in his heart. If he waters the seed
gradually by the process of hearing and chanting, the
seed will begin to sprout.—Cec. Madhya 19.152

According to their karma, all living entities are wandering
throughout the entire universe. Some of them are being ele-
vated to the upper planetary systems, and some are going down
into the lower planetary systems. Out of many millions of
wandering living entities, one who is very fortunate gets
an opportunity to associate with a bona fide spiritual mas-
ter by the grace of Krspa. By the mercy of both Krsna

As a gardener recognizes and responds to the
needs of his seedlings, so a devotee recognizes the
need to spiritualize his life and responds by hearing

and chanting about the Lord, nurturing his devo-
tional creeper. Water is free and watering is easy.
All that’s needed is to steadily and patiently do it.
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The best way to get rid of both material
and spiritual weeds is diligent weeding. Ease off
and the small, delicate plants are smothered.

As one waters the bhakti-lata-bija
[the seed of the creeper of devotion],
the seed sprouts, and the creeper
gradually increasesto the point where
it penetrates the walls of this uni-
verse and goes beyond the Viraja
River between the spiritual world
and the material world. It attains
brahma-loka, the Brahman efful-
gence, and, penetrating through that
stratum, it reaches the spiritual sky
and the spiritual planet Goloka
Vrndavana.

—Cc. Madhya 19.153

Although this creeper is so power-
fulit can transcend the material realm,
it is not without powerful enemies.

If the devotee commits an offense at
the feet of a Vaisnava while cultivat-
ing the creeper of devotional service
in the material world, his offense is
compared toamad elephant that up-
roots the creeper and breaks it. In
this way the leaves of the creeper are
dried up.

—Cc. Madhya 19.156

Around my home there are no ele-
phants, mad or otherwise, but there are
enough deer, gophers, and rabbits to
cause the same amount of destruction.
The safeguard is fencing, both below
and above ground.

Spiritual fencing consists of follow-
ing the instructions of the spiritual
master and associating favorably with
devotees of the Lord, giving up the
company of nondevotees. (“The gar-
dener must defend the creeper by fenc-
ing it all around so that the powerful
elephant of offenses may not enter.”
Cc. Madhya 19.157)

But impenetrable fencing only
protects; it does not ensure a plant’s
growth. Weeds, insects, diseases, and
erratic weather make growth tricky.
And when a plant stops growing, it’s in
trouble.

Similarly,if my spiritual growth ends,
then, like a stagnant vegetable, I'm in

| trouble. And, unfortunately, spiritual
| growth can be choked:

Sometimes unwanted creepers, such
as the creepers of desires for ma-
terial enjoyment and liberation from
the material world, grow along with
the creeper of devotional service.
The varieties of such unwanted creep-
ers are unlimited. Some unneces-
sary creepers growing with the bhakti
creeper are the creepers of behavior
unacceptable for those trying to
attain perfection, diplomatic behav-
ior, animal Killing, mundane profi-
teering, mundane adoration, and
mundane importance. All these are
unwanted creepers.

—Cc. Madhya 19.158, 159

For proper growth we need death—
to the weeds that sap the water and
nutrients meant for the plant, to the

| unwanted habits, thoughts, and char-
| acteristics that keep consciousness
| rooted in matter.

Mysteriously, growth seems effort-

where without watering, fencing, or
control of disease and insects. But for
my fruits and vegetables, growth is
effortful. Lust, greed, anger, envy, and
faultfinding thrive easily, and so do de-
sires for profit, honor, and adoration.
Uprooting these to help the devotional
creeper grow takes humility and a con-
| certed,determined, enthusiastic effort.

The best way to get rid of both ma-
terial and spiritual weeds is diligent
weeding. Ease off and the small, deli-
cate plants are smothered. (If a weed
is especially hard to pull, all the more
need to get it up—deep roots draw
more strength from the plant. Hint:
Weeds come out readily after thor-
ough watering.)

Neglect weeds too long and they’ll
go to seed. And the problems they
| create then multiply geometrically—
just as my material desires, left un-

less for weeds. They flourish every- |

countered by spiritual life, bring about |
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more material desires that implicate
me more in material life.

To uproot these insidious weeds, I
have to bend down and grasp them by
the stem at ground level—a humble
position. Without humility I won't be
able touproot the weeds that choke my
devotional creeper.

But, novice that I am, I cant tell
which seedlings are weeds and which
are my plantings. So I wait and watch,
and one morning after two days of rain
it becomes obvious: each carefully
plantedseedlingis unique and emerges
looking fresh, in the pattern of my
planting.

The bhakti-lata, the creeper of de-
votion, is supremely unique. Where
this divine plant flourishes, material
desiresdie out,and unmotivated, unin-
terrupted service to Krsna blossoms.

If one does not distinguish between
the bhakti-lata creeper and the other
creepers, the sprinkling of water is
misused because the other creepers
are nourished while the bhakti-lata
creeper is curtailed. As soon as an
intelligent devotee sees an unwanted
creeper growing beside the original
creeper, he must cut it down instantly.
Then the real creeper of bhakti-lata-
bija grows nicely, returns home, back
to Godhead, and secks shelter under
the lotus feet of Krsna.

—Cc. Madhya 19.160, 161

A promise to Gaura Nitai

To think of Them

As the garden progresses.

A promise to thank Them

For kindly allowing it to grow.

A promise to share Their bounty
With whoever comes nearby. @

Visakha Devi Dasi has been contribut-
ing articles and photographs to Back to
Godhead for twenty years. She lives
with her husband and their two daugh-
tersin the foothills of central California.



REMEMBERING

SRI

LA PRABHUPADA

Painting

Under Authority

by Yadurani Devi Dasi

Srila Prabhupada carefully guides a young artist
in painting pictures of God.

NE DAY IN Decem-

ber 1966, I was clean-
: ing the room next to
Srila Prabhupada’s room at
26 Second Avenue in New
York City when Prabhupada
called me into his room. From
the trunk of books he’d brought
from India he pulled out one of
his Srinum’-B!":r?gm:mﬂm vol-
umes and asked me to make a
large painting of the picture on
the cover.

The picture showed Krsna's
supreme planet, surrounded
by the many Vaikuntha planets
in the spiritual world. Just be-
low the Vaikuntha planets was
the entire material creation.
Prabhupada asked me to copy
only the middle section, which
showed Radha and Krsna in
Goloka Vrndavana, Their su- £
preme abode.

I was happy to do art cen-
tered on Krsna, but being born and
raised in New York 1 didn’t know what
a garland was. So in my painting
Radha’s and Krsna's garlands looked
like garden hoses. The kadamba trees
in the background looked more like a
light green sky with dark green stars
than wish-fulfilling trees.

Nonetheless, Prabhupada seemed

ng by Yadurani Devi Dasi

Sri Madhava

pleased and asked me to write a San-
skrit prayer on the lower right side of
the canvas. He wrote it down for me on
a piece of paper:

namo bramanya-devaya
go-brahmana-hitaya ca

jagad-dhitaya krsnayva
govindaya namo namah

The words included diacriti-
cal marks, as used by scholars
for correct pronunciation. This
fascinated me, and I got a small
sense of how real and deeply
technical the Krsna conscious
tradition actually was.

Prabhupada told me the
translation: I offer myrespect-
ful obeisances to the Supreme
Absolute Truth, Krsna, who is
the well-wisher of the cows and
the brahmanas and the living
entities in general. [ offer my
obeisancesto Govinda [Krsnal,
who is the pleasure reservoir
for all the senses.”

Three days later some Indi-
an guests came to visit Prabhu-
pada in his quarters and were
happy to accept some sweets
directly from Prabhupada’s
own hands. Before the guests
put the prasadam in their
mouths, they showed respect

by touching it to their heads. Prabhu-
pada looked at me and pointed out
their reverential behavior, indicating
that we, hisnew disciples, should follow
their example of respect toward Krsna
prasadam.
Then Prabhupada pointed through
| the glassless window of his room to
| the Radha-Krsna painting I had just
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“That is love,” Prabhupada said.
“For loving service, under the
guidance of the proper authority
you can take all risks.”

completed, which was hanging above | get dust from the feet of any of His

his altar.

“She is not painting out of concoc-
tion,” he said. “She is authorized by
higher authorities.”

Of course, for me that higher au-
thority was Prabhupada. His words
made me feel important, not because
of my own credit or quality, but be-
cause I was connected to a very impor-
tant spiritual lineage.

A DREAM COME TRUE

Some days passed, and Prabhupada
told me of a dream he’d had. In the

dream he wasin Tompkins Square Park, |

and thousands of people had come to
hear the Hare Krsna mantra. He asked
me to do a painting of his dream, which
I never did.

But Prabhupada’s dream soon came
true. There was going to be a festival in
Tompkins Square Park, and the devo-
tees were invited to go on the huge
stage to chant. Prabhupada asked me
to paint a big Hare Krsna mantra sign
for the occasion. I had no easel then,
so on the floor of the altar room I put
a large piece of oak tag (shiny white
poster cardboard). At the same time,
in the same room, the other devotees
were preparing the Sunday Feast.

Prabhupada came to inspect our
progress. The sign lay on the floor,
under Prabhupada’s window. To de-
velop the painting of the letters, I
was leaning over the sign, stretching
my arms and entire body over the
holy names to reach the other end. I
suspected I was doing the wrong thing.
I looked up to see Srila Prabhu-
pada’s lotus feet as he stood watching,
and [ told him of my reservations. He
smiled and reassured me. Then he
told the story of the time Krsna had a
headache.

Once, Krsna asked His servant to

devotees. Only such dust, He said, could |

cure His headache. The servant went
everywhere, but no one would agree.

“How can we put the dust of our
feet on Krsna’s head?” they all said.
“We would go to hell for such an
offense!”

Finally, the servant asked the gopis
of Vrndavana, Krspas most surren-
dered devotees, The gopis agreed to
help, Prabhupada said, and he himself

| acted out how the gopis quickly 100k

the dust from their feet.
“Do you not fear going to hell for
such an offense?” the servant asked.
Theyreplied, “Never mind. We shall
go to hell. Just let Krsna be cured.”
That was the kind of selfless devo-
tion Prabhupada had come to teach.
“That is love,” Prabhupada said.
“Forlovingservice, under the guidance
of the proper authority you can take
all risks.”

SRI MADHAVA

A few days later, Prabhupada
handed me a print that Hayagriva and
Kirtanananda had brought back to New
York from India before they'd met him.
It was a Brajbasi-style rendering of
Lord Visnu encircled by the ten lila-
avataras (“pastime incarnations”).
Prabhupida asked me to do a big oil
painting, but to replicate only Lord
Visnu.

On my usual 24-by-32-inch canvas |
copied the original as best 1 could.
Lord Visnu carried a conch, a club, a
disc. and a lotus in His four hands.
Unfortunately, I painted what looked
more like a big golden ice-cream cone
than a club, [ made the waves of the
ocean surrounding Lord Visnu look
like psychedelic question marks on a
turquoise background, and His hands
looked unrefined, to say the least. I
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would go so far as to say they looked a
| little bit like baseball gloves.

To paint I sat on the floor of Prabhu-
pada’s altar room, the painting leaning
against the wall. Often Prabhupada
would come in and squatin his distinctly
| Indian way.

“Paint the palms of the hands pink,”
he suggested.

He tried to direct me, down to the
finest detail. Though technically im-
| perfect, at least nothing in the paint-

ing was speculative. Everything was
| bona fide, following the scriptures

and the realization of a pure devotee,

Srila Prabhupada. Gradually, the paint-

ing was completed, and it became
| known as “Lord Visnu in the Causal
Ocean.”

The original print from India had
om superimposed over Lord Visnu's
navel, but Prabhupada wanted me to
render the painting differently. On a
small piece of paper he wrote in Sanskrit
letters the name of that particular
Visnu. He asked me to copy the name
under the om to make the painting
more personal.

The Visnu’s name was Sri Madhava,
which means “husband of the goddess
of fortune,” but 1 mistakenly copied it
onthe painting as “SRIMADAAVA.”
Prabhupada pointed out my mistake.
He calmly said he had written MAD-
HAVA—with an “H.” But I couldn’t
accept that I had made the mistake.

“No,"” I said, “you wrote an A.”

We went back and forth:

N

CHI

NG

CHI

I eventually realized how foolish 1
was to argue with my spiritual mas-
ter. Not only did he know Sanskrit,
which 1 didnt, but he had perfect
knowledge of everything. Naturally,
Prabhupada was right. And when 1
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came to learn a little Sanskrit, I un-
derstood that it could not have been
“MADAAVA.”

Several devotees were in Prabhu-
pada’s room when I presented him the
finished work.

“Now, who cannot look at that
and say it is not God!” Prabhupada
announced, and all of the devotees
cheered.

“It is beautiful,” I thought. “I don’t
know if I can ever do one that good
again, but I sure will try.”

The unfortunate fact, however, was
that technically the painting was ter-
rible, but with Prabhupada’s encour-

aging words I was able to continue
trying to render him service. Had I not
received so much encouragement, I

| might have stopped. But Prabhupada

was confident that Krspa would carry
what his disciples lacked.

Prabhupada gave me a list of the
twenty-four main Visnu incarnations,
along with Their particular arrange-
ments of hand symbols.

RADHA-KRSNA
AND THE COWS

In late December, Prabhupada was
planning to make a recording with his

Sri Sri Radha-Krsna

disciples. It would be his first Hare
Krsna record album. He invited me to
go with him.

“I can’t,” I said, “I have to see a
friend in the hospital.”

Prabhupadashowed noresentment,
even though he had wanted all his
disciples to accompany him. He was
kind and understanding. He handed
me a gift: abeautiful, heavenly-looking
three-by-five-inch print of Lord Krsna
and His eternal consort, Srimati Radha-
rani. Radha and Krsna appeared to
be young children and at the same time
the primeval personalities.

The photo seemed to glow. Radha-
rani’s face looked sim-
ple and sweet, but with
an expression of wisdom
and compassion. She
seemed to have an other-
worldly bliss. Her opulent
Vraja gopi sari, cool pink
and brown, complement-
ed Krsna's dhoti, sash,
and cadar (shawl). And
Her bright golden com-
plexion complemented
His blue pearllike hue.

Prabhupada soon
went to San Francisco.
While he was gone 1
made a large painting
from the print—about
three feet by four. The
devotees hung it on the
wall over Prabhupada’s
vyasasana [the seat of
the guru]. When Prabhu-
pada returned to New
York, he saw the paint-
ing hanging there, and
just before sitting down
on his vyasasana he of-
fered his obeisances to
the painting by bend-
ing over and putting his
head on the side of his

seat. @

Yadurani Devi Dasi was
the first woman to join
Srila Prabhupada’s fledg-
ling Hare Krsna move-
mentin New York in 1966.
She now travels to teach
others about Krsna.
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THE GLORIES OF THE DEMIGODS

HANUMAN

The Emblem of Pure Service

Sired by Lord Siva, he uses his great powers
in the service of Lord Rama.

by Satyaraja Dasa

ANUMAN IS EASILY AMONG the most popular divini-
tiesin India. A small monkeylike figure, Hanuman is often
portrayed kneeling with joined palms before the Person-
ality of Godhead Ramacandra, Sita (Rama’s consort), and Laksmana
(Rama’s brother). Hanuman is shown sometimes tearing open his
chest to show Rama’simage in his heart, other times soaring through
the sky with a Himalayan peak in his hand. He is shown long-haired
and occasionally five-headed. His hands are often seen in the gesture
(mudra) forremoving fear (abhaya) and giving benedictions (varada).
He is sometimes shown carrying a club, a bow, or a thunderbolt.
Over time, Hanuman has acquired a following not only among
Vaisnava groups, who worship Krsna and His incarnations, but
among those one might least expect, such as wrestlers, who call
him Vajrangabali, or “mighty one with limbs like thunderbolts,”
and Muslims to whom he is known as Mo-Atbar Madadgaar, or
“reliable helper.”
In the Ramayana, the epic by the great sage Valmiki, Hanu-
man first appears in the beginning of the fourth book, known as
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Hanuman in Caitanya Lila

WHEN LORD KRSNA DESCENDED five hundred years ago as
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, devotees of Krsna and His incarna-
tions descended with Him to be part of Lord Caitanya’s lild, or
pastimes. One of those eternal associates of the Lord was Hanu-
man, who appeared with Lord Caitanya as a physician named
Murari Gupta.

In the incarnation as Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, Lord Krsna
taught the world how to serve Krsna, the original form of the Per-
sonality of Godhead. Yet Lord Krsna also has many other Visnu
forms, each with His own eternal devotees. And in the Caitanya-
caritamyta (Madhya-lila 15.142-156) Lord Caitanya tests Murari
Gupta and glorifies him for his exclusive devotion to Lord
Ramacandra:

“I'requested Murari Gupta, ‘Worship Krsna and take shelter of
Him. But for His service, nothing appeals to the mind.’

“Murari Gupta heard from Me again and again. And by My
influence, his mind was a little converted.

“He then replied, ‘I am Your servant and Your order carrier.
I have no independent existence.’

“After this, Murari Gupta went home and spent the whole
night thinking how he would be able to give up the association of
Raghunatha, Lord Ramacandra. Thus he was overwhelmed. Murari
Gupta then began to pray at the lotus feet of Lord Ramacandra.
He prayed that death would come that night, because it was not
possible for him to give up the service of the lotus feet of Raghu-
natha. Thus Murari Gupta cried the entire night. There was no rest
for his mind; therefore he could not sleep but stayed awake the
entire night.

“In the morning Murari Gupta came to see Me. Catching hold
of My feet and crying, he submitted an appeal.

“Murari Gupta said, ‘I have sold my head to the lotus feet of
Raghunitha. I cannot withdraw my head, for that would give me
too much pain. It is not possible for me to give up the service of
Raghunatha’s lotus feet. At the same time, if I do not do so I shall
break Your order. What can I do?’

“In this way Murari Gupta appealed to Me, saying, ‘Kindly
grant me this mercy, because You are all-merciful. Let me die
before You so that all my doubts will be finished.’

“Hearing this, I became very happy. I then raised Murari Gupta
and embraced him.

“I'said to him, ‘Murari Gupta! Your method of worship is very
firmly fixed—so much so that even upon My request your mind
did not turn. The servitor must have love and affection for the
lotus feet of the Lord exactly like this. Even if the Lord wants
separation, a devotee cannot abandon the shelter of His lotus
feet. Just to test your firm faith in your Lord, I requested you again
and again to change your worship from Lord Rimacandra to
Krsna.’

“In this way, I congratulated Murari Gupta, saying, ‘Indeed,
you are the incarnation of Hanuman. Consequently you are the
eternal servant of Lord Ramacandra. Why should you give up the
worship of Lord Ramacandra and His lotus feet?’ "
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Kiskindha-kanda. For most of that
section Hanuman plays a minor role,
as one of five emissaries sent by the
monkey king Sugriva to discover the
identity and intentions of Rama and
Laksmana. Toward the close of Kiskin-
dha, however, it becomes clear that
Hanuman is no small character. And as
we open the next book (Sundara-
kanda), Hanuman tends to dominate
the stage, his speed, strength, wis-
dom, courage, and devotion becoming
evident.

Inthe Uttara-kandathe sage Valmiki
tells of Hanuman’s birth and child-
hood pastimes. Asa young child Hanu-
man once mistook the sun for a fruit.
When Hanuman tried to capture the
sun, the demigod Indra knocked Hanu-
man down and broke his jaw with a
thunderbolt. Hanuman’s compas-
sionate father, the wind-god, then in-
duced other gods to shower Hanuman
with extraordinary boons, accounting
for his well-known physical prowess
and supernatural abilities. In youth,
Hanuman playfully vandalized the
asrama of forest ascetics, who reacted
by cursing him to forget his powers
untilhe would meet Lord Rama. Hanu-
man would then come into his own and
use his powers for the ultimate good
of all.

Regarding Hanuman’s monkey
nature, he was indeed a monkey. Val-
miki uses the words kapi, or “tawny-
colored,” and vanara, a word originally
meaning “proper to the forest,” “for-
est animal,” and so on, although it
soon came to refer specifically to
monkeys. Hanuman is traditionally
identified with the langur, Presbytis
entellus, a creature even today known
throughout India as “the Hanumin
monkey.”

Hanuman often displayed the mon-
keylike qualities typical of his descen-
dants. By his own admission, as cited
in the Ramayana (5.53.111), he has a
monkey’s unending fickleness (nityam
asthira-citta) and inability to remain
still even for a moment (anavasthita).
Yet Hanuman’s monkey nature is a gift
from the Lord, and any resulting char-
acteristic that might otherwise appear
to discredit him is actually a divine

(please turn to page 58)



SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM =

L1

FREEDOM
THROUGH SERVICE

Rendered from Sanskrit into English,
with commentary,
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness

Lord K apila, an incarnation of Lord Krsna, is teaching
His mother, Devahiiti, about material nature and the soul’s
relationship with it. As the Srimad—Bhﬁgavatam continues,
Lord Kapila tells Devahiiti how the soul can transcend the
influence of matter.

THIRD CANTO/CHAPTER 27

CICUEIREIS |
21 Ffaf=fafEa axsomeE |
A afy awT = gawegaa g 121

sri-bhagavan uvaca
animitta-nimittena
sva-dharmenamalatmana
tivraya mayi bhaktya ca
sruta-sambhrtaya ciram

sri-bhagavan uvaca—the Supreme Personality of God-
head said; animitta-nimittena—without desiring the fruits
of activities; sva-dharmena—by executing one’s pre-
scribed duties; amala-atmana—with a pure mind; fivraya
—serious; mayi—unto Me; bhaktya—Dby devotional
service; ca—and; sruta—hearing; sambhrtaya—endowed
with; ciram—for a long time.

The Supreme Personality of Godhead said: One can get
liberation by seriously discharging devotional service
unto Me and thereby hearing for a long time about Me
or from Me. By thus executing one’s prescribed duties,

there will be no reaction. and one will be freed from the
contamination of matter.

PURPORT: Sridhara Svami comments in this connection
that by association with material nature alone one does not
become conditioned. Conditional life begins only after one
is infected by the modes of material nature. If someone is
in contact with the police department, that does not mean
that he is a criminal. As long as one does not commit
criminal acts, even though there is a police department, he
is not punished. Similarly, the liberated soul is not affected,
although he is in the material nature. Even the Supreme
Personality of Godhead is supposed to be in association
with material nature when He descends, but He is not
affected. One has to act in such a way that in spite of being
in the material nature he is not affected by contamination.
Although the lotus flower is in association with water, it
does not mix with the water. That is how one has to live, as
described here by the Personality of Godhead Kapiladeva
(animitta-nimittena sva-dharmenamalatmana).

One can be liberated from all adverse circumstances
simply by seriously engaging in devotional service. How
this devotional service develops and becomes mature is
explained here. In the beginning one has to perform his
prescribed duties with a clean mind. Clean consciousness
means Krsna consciousness. One has to perform his
prescribed duties in Krsna consciousness. There is no
necessity of changing one’s prescribed duties; one simply
has to act in Krsna consciousness. In discharging Krsna
conscious duties, one should determine whether, by his
professional or occupational duties, Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, is satisfied. In another place in the
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SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Bhagavatam it is said, svanusthitasya dharmasya sari-
siddhir hari-tosanam: everyone has some prescribed
duties to perform, but the perfection of such duties will
be reached only if the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Hari, is satised by such actions.

For example, Arjuna’s prescribed duty was to ght, and
the perfection of his ghting was tested by the satisfaction
of Krsna. Krsna wanted him to ght, and when he fought
for the satisfaction of the Lord, that was the perfection of
his professional devotional duty. On the other hand,
when, contrary to the wish of Krsna, he was not willing to
ght, that was imperfect.

If one wants to perfect his life, he should discharge his
prescribed duties for the satisfaction of Krsna. One must
act in Krsna consciousness, for such action will never
produce any reaction (animitta-nimittena). This is also
conrmed in Bhagavad-gita. Yajiarthat karmano ‘nyatra:
all activities should be performed simply for Yajia, or the
satisfaction of Visnu. Anything done otherwise, without
the satisfaction of Visnu, or Yajia, produces bondage. So
here it is also prescribed by Kapila Muni that one can
transcend material entanglement by acting in Krsna con-
sciousness, which means seriously engaging in devotional
service,

This serious devotional service can develop by hearing
for long periods of time. Chanting and hearing is the
beginning of the process of devotional service. One
should associate with devotees and hear from them about
the Lord’s transcendental appearance, activities, disap-
pearance, instructions, etc.

There are two kinds of sruti, or scripture. One is spo-
ken by the Lord, and the other is spoken about the Lord
and His devotees. Bhagavad-gita is the former and
Srimad-Bhagavatam the latter. One must hear these
scriptures repeatedly from reliable sources in order to
become xed in serious devotional service. Through
engagement in such devotional service, one becomes
freed from the contamination of maya. It is stated in the
S;'Emad—Bk&gaw:fau1 that hearing about the Supreme
Personality of Godhead cleanses the heart of all contami-
nation caused by the influence of the three modes of
material nature. By continuous, regular hearing, the
effects of the contamination of lust and greed to enjoy or
lord it over material nature diminish, and when lust and
greed diminish, one then becomes situated in the mode
of goodness. This is the stage of Brahman realization, or
spiritual realization. In this way one becomes xed on
the transcendental platform. Remaining xed on the
transcendental platform is liberation from material
entanglement.
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jaanena drsta-tattvena
vairagyena baliyasa
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tapo-yuktena yogena
tivrenatma-samadhina

Jianena—in knowledge; drsta-tattvena—with vision of the
Absolute Truth; vairagyena—with renunciation; balivasa
—very strong: tapah-yuktena—by engagement in austeri-
ty: yogena—by mystic yoga; tivrena—rmly xed; atma-
samadhina—by self-absorption.

This devotional service has to be performed strongly in
perfect knowledge and with transcendental vision. One
must be strongly renounced and must engage in austerity
and perform mystic yoga in order to be rmly xed in self-
absorption.

PURPORT: Devotional service in Krsna consciousness
cannot be performed blindly due to material emotion or
mental concoction. It is specically mentioned here that
one has to perform devotional service in full knowledge
by visualizing the Absolute Truth. We can understand
about the Absolute Truth by evolving transcendental
knowledge. and the result of such transcendental knowl-
edge will be manifested by renunciation. That renuncia-
tion is not temporary or articial, but is very strong.

It is said that development of Krsna consciousness is
exhibited by proportionate material detachment, or
vairagya. If one does not separate himself from material
enjoyment, it is to be understood that he is not advancing
in Krsna consciousness. Renunciation in Krsna conscious-
ness is so strong that it cannot be deviated by any attrac-
tive illusion. One has to perform devotional service in full
tapasya, austerity. One should fast on the two Ekadasi
days, which fall on the eleventh day of the waxing and
waning moon, and on the birthdays of Lord Krsna, Lord
Rama, and Caitanya Mahaprabhu. There are many such
fasting days.

Yogena means “by controlling the senses and mind.”
Yoga indriya-sariyamah. Yogena implies that one is
seriously absorbed in the self and is able, by development
of knowledge, to understand his constitutional position in
relationship with the Superself. In this way one becomes
xed in devotional service, and his faith cannot be shaken
by any material allurement.
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prakrtih purusasyeha
dahyamana tv ahar-nisam
tiro-bhavitri sanakair
agner yonir ivaranih

prakriih—the influence of material nature; purusasya—
of the living entity: iha—here; dahyamana—being con-
sumed; tu—but; ahah-nisam—day and night; tirah-

bhavitri—disappearing: sanakaih—gradually; agneh—of
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re; yonih—the cause of appearance; iva—as; aranih—
wooden sticks.

The influence of material nature has covered the living
entity, and thus it is as if the living entity were always in a
blazing fire. But by the process of seriously discharging
devotional service, this influence can be removed, just as
wooden sticks which cause fire are themselves consumed
by it.

PURPORT: Fire is conserved in wooden sticks, and when
circumstances are favorable, the fire is ignited. But the
wooden sticks which are the cause of the fire are also
consumed by the fire if it is properly dealt with. Similarly,
the living entity’s conditional life of material existence is
due to his desire to lord it over material nature and due to
his envy of the Supreme Lord. Thus his main diseases are
that he wants to be one with the Supreme Lord or he
wants to become the lord of material nature. The karmis
try to utilize the resources of material nature and thus
become its lord and enjoy sense gratification, and the
jaanis, the salvationists, who have become frustrated in
enjoying the material resources, want to become one with
the Supreme Personality of Godhead or merge into the
impersonal effulgence.

These two diseases are due to material contamination,
Material contamination can be consumed by devotional
service because in devotional service these two diseases,
namely the desire to lord it over material nature and the
desire to become one with the Supreme Lord, are absent.
Therefore the cause of material existence is at once
consumed by the careful discharge of devotional service in
Krsna consciousness.

A devotee in full Krsna consciousness appears superfi-
cially to be a great karmi, always working, but the inner
significance of the devotee’s activities is that they are
meant for the satisfaction of the Supreme Lord. This is
called bhakti, or devotional service. Arjuna was apparent-
ly a fighter but when by his fighting he satisfied the senses
of Lord Krsna, he became a devotee. Since a devotee also
engages in philosophical research to understand the
Supreme Person as He is, his activities may thus appear to
be like those of a mental speculator, but actually he is
trying to understand the spiritual nature and transcenden-
tal activities. Thus although the tendency for philosophi-
cal speculation exists, the material effects of fruitive
activities and empiric speculation do not, because this
activity is meant for the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
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bhukta-bhoga parityakta
drsta-dosa ca nityasah

nesvarasyasubham dhatte
sve mahimni sthitasya ca

bhukta—enjoyed; bhoga—enjoyment; parityakta—given
up; drsta—discovered; dosa—faultiness; ca—and; niryasah
—always; na—not; isvarasya—of the independent; asu-
bham—harm; dhatte—she inflicts; sve mahimni—in his
own glory; sthitasya—situated; ca—and.

By discovering the faultiness of his desiring to lord it over
material nature and by therefore giving it up, the living
entity becomes independent and stands in his own glory.

PURPORT: Because the living entity is not actually the
enjoyer of the material resources, his attempt to lord it
over material nature is, at the ultimate issue, frustrated. As
a result of frustration, he desires more power than the
ordinary living entity and thus wants to merge into the
existence of the supreme enjoyer. In this way he develops a
plan for greater enjoyment.

When one is actually situated in devotional service, that
is his independent position. Less intelligent men can-
not understand the position of the eternal servant of the
Lord. Because the word “servant™ is used, they be come
confused; they cannot understand that this servitude is not
the servitude of this material world. To be the servant of
the Lord is the greatest position. If one can understand
this and can thus revive one’s original nature of eternal
servitorship of the Lord, one stands fully independent.

A living entity’s independence is lost by material con-
tact. In the spiritual field he has full independence, and
therefore there is no question of becoming dependent

| upon the three modes of material nature. This position is

attained by a devotee, and therefore he gives up the
tendency for material enjoyment after seeing its faultiness.

The difference between a devotee and an impersonalist
is that an impersonalist tries to become one with the Su-
preme so that he can enjoy without impediment, whereas a
devotee gives up the entire mentality of enjoying and
engages in the transcendental loving service of the Lord.
That is his constitutional glorified position. At that time he
is isvara, fully independent.

The real isvara or isvarah paramah, the supreme isvara,
or supreme independent, is Krsna. The living entity is
isvara only when engaged in the service of the Lord. In
other words, transcendental pleasure derived from loving
service to the Lord is actual independence.
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vatha hy apratibuddhasya
prasvapo bahv-anartha-bhrt
sa eva pratibuddhasya
na vai mohaya kalpate

yatha—as; hi—indeed; apratibuddhasya—of one who is

sleeping; prasvapah—the dream; bahu-anartha-bhrt—bear-
ing many inauspicious things; sah eva—that very dream:
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pratibuddhasya—of one who is awake; na—not; vai—
certainly; mohaya—for bewildering; kalpate—is capable.

In the dreaming state one’s consciousness is almost
covered, and one sees many inauspicious things, but when
he is awakened and fully conscious, such inauspicious
things cannot bewilder him.

PURPORT: In the condition of dreaming, when one’s con-
sciousness is almost covered, one may see many unfavor-
able things which cause disturbance or anxiety, but upon |
awakening, although he remembers what happened in the
dream, he is not disturbed. Similarly the position of self-
realization, or understanding of one’s real relationship

with the Supreme Lord, makes one completely satisfied,
and the three modes of material nature, which are the
cause of all disturbances, cannot affect him.

In contaminated consciousness one sees everything to
be for his own enjoyment, but in pure consciousness, or
Krsna consciousness, he sees that everything exists for the
enjoyment of the supreme enjoyer. That is the difference
between the dream state and wakefulness. The state of
contaminated consciousness is compared to dream con-
sciousness, and Krsna consciousness is compared to the
awakened stage of life.

Actually, as stated in Bhagavad-gita, the only absolute
enjoyer is Krsna. One who can understand that Krsna is
the proprietor of all the three worlds and that He is the
friend of everyone is peaceful and independent. As long
as a conditioned soul does not have this knowledge, he
wants to be the enjoyer of everything; he wants to
become a humanitarian or philanthropist and open hos-
pitals and schools for his fellow human beings. This is all
illusion, for one cannot benefit anyone by such material
activities. If one wishes to benefit his fellow brother, he
must awaken his dormant Krsna consciousness. The
Krsna conscious position is that of pratibuddha, which
means “pure consciousness.”
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evam vidita-tattvasya
prakrtir mayi manasam

yudnjato napakuruta
atmaramasya karhicit

evam—thus; vidita-tattvasya—to one who knows the
Absolute Truth; prakrtih—material nature; mayi—on Me;
manasam—the mind; yunjatah—fixing; na—not; apaku-
rute—can do harm; atrma-aramasya—to one who rejoices
in the self; karhicit—at any time.
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. The influence of material nature cannot harm an enlight-

ened soul, even though he engages in material activities,
because he knows the truth of the Absolute, and his mind
is fixed on the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

PURPORT: Lord Kapila says that mayi manasam, a devo-
tee whose mind is always fixed upon the lotus feet of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, is called armarama

or vidita-tattva. Atmarama means “one who rejoices in the
self,” or “one who enjoys in the spiritual atmosphere.”
Atma, in the material sense, means the body or the mind,
but when referring to one whose mind is fixed on the lotus
feet of the Supreme Lord, atrmarama means “one who

is fixed in spiritual activities in relationship with the
Supreme Soul.”

The Supreme Soul is the Personality of Godhead, and
the individual soul is the living entity. When they engage
in reciprocation of service and benediction, the living
entity is said to be in the armarama position. This darma-
rama position can be attained by one who knows the truth
as it is. The truth is that the Supreme Personality of God-
head is the enjoyer and that the living entities are meant
for His service and enjoyment. One who knows this truth,
and who tries to engage all resources in the service of the
Lord, escapes all material reactions and influences of the
modes of material nature.

An example may be cited in this connection. Just as
a materialist engages in constructing a big skyscraper, a
devotee engages in constructing a big temple for Visnu.
Superficially, the skyscraper constructor and temple
constructor are on the same level, for both are collecting
wood, stone, iron, and other building materials. But
the person who constructs a skyscraper is a materialist,

. and the person who constructs a temple of Visnu is

atmarama. The materialist tries to satisfy himself in
relation to his body by constructing a skyscraper, but

the devotee tries to satisfy the Superself, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, by constructing the temple.
Although both are engaged in the association of material
activities, the devotee is liberated, and the materialist is
conditioned. This is because the devotee, who is construc-
ting the temple, has fixed his mind upon the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, but the nondevotee, who is

| constructing the skyscraper, has his mind fixed in sense

gratification.

If, while performing any activity, even in material
existence, one’s mind is fixed upon the lotus feet of the
Personality of Godhead, one will not be entangled or con-
ditioned. The worker in devotional service, in full Krsna
consciousness, is always independent of the influence of
material nature.

(continued in the next issue)



LOVE CHANTING japa*—some

days. Other days, I endure chant-
ing japa. It seems to be bliss or bore-
dom. On the good days I am en-
thralled. Krsna feels very close, and
very dear. Not that I'm seeing visions
or hearing voices—nothing dramatic
that would excite the tabloid crowd.
The experience is closer to returning
home after a long, ardu-

BHAKTI-YOGA AT HOME

The Best and Worst of Japa

by Dvarakadhisa Devi Dasi

| for the mental gyrations that prevent

good japa, it is precisely the resultant
inattention that makes chanting seem
a chore, a task to be endured. Good
japa is a pleasure in the deepest
sense. And yet the persuasions of the
mind steal this pleasure from me
again and again.

So why listen to the mind? Know-

ous journey. Such a sweet
pleasure from the simple
fingering of beads, the
rhythmic repetition of the
maha-mantra: Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare.

But then there are the
bad days. Unfortunately,
when I speak of bad days
I don’t mean an occasion-
al lapse. There are so
many bad days they could
actually be divided into
categories: sick days, cold
days, sleepy days, busy
days, lonely days, travel-
ing days, foul-mood days,
messy-house days, family-
visiting days, summer-
vacation days, lots-on-
my-mind days, too-many-
kids-around days, all of
the days between Christ-
mas and New Year—
those are just a few. And
there are others that
spring up unannounced,
defying categorization.

The paradox is that while there is
always some really appealing excuse

beads.)

*Japa is personal meditation on a mantra.
Hare Krsna devotees each have a strand |
of 108 beads, on which they chant the

Hare Krsna mantra. Initiated devotees

vow to chant on the full set of beads at

least sixteen times a day.

ing that the mind’s entertainment is
taking me away from the process of
nourishing my soul, why would I fall
for it more than once? Compare me
to the alcoholic who has some experi-
ence of the rewards of sober life but
keeps succumbing to the temptation
to drink, knowing that eventually
he’ll lose the very desire for sobriety.

A devotee strives to chant the Lord’s holy names with concen-
tration and devotion. (Within her bag she fingers a string of 108

The normal state, the sober state, no
longer seems desirable when one is
enslaved by alcohol. In the same way,
the normal state of happiness that
comes from attentive chanting is for-
gotten when chanting is habitually
inattentive. Japa time becomes the
time for the mind to assume center
stage, and like a bad comic it tries all
kinds of routines to
capture the whims of the
audience.

If you are by now
appalled that anyone
would ever let their japa
fall into such a state, then
you might as well move
ahead to the next article.
You don’t need to hear
this part, which gets
really shocking.

When my rounds get
really bad, I start to
question the value in
even chanting them. I
start to question my
motives: Is it just to
maintain some kind of
pride in chanting sixteen
rounds, even if they're
crummy rounds? At the
core of it all, am I super-
stitious, chanting to ward
off the evils of the world?
Is chanting japa a way to
assure myself of devotee
status, something that
gets me on Krsna’s good
side? As these kinds of
questions come up, I get
swamped by shame and
discouragement. I think it might be
better to be honestly fallen than to
chant so offensively.

A friend once commented to me
that it would be better to chant one
good maha-mantra a day than sixteen
distracted rounds. I squirmed when 1
heard that, because I knew that I was
indeed guilty of empty chanting. But

g
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I couldnt quite agree. 1 took a vow at
initiation to chant sixteen rounds, so
I can’t give that up. And on one level,
sure, just one sincere cry to Krsna is
better than mechanical chanting,
And yet, if one is resigned to chant-
ing just one mantra a day, how many
days would go by when those pre-
cious ten seconds of devotion would
never come? If it’s easy to space out
for the duration of sixteen rounds,
how much easier to miss the one little
scheduled chance you set up to cry
out for Krsna?

There’s certainly a better solution
to inattentive chanting than giving
up. And that’s the solution that
always becomes obvious to me when
I see I'm sliding.

It’s never better to give up the fight!
There always comes a point when |
get disgusted enough to try harder at
hearing my rounds. And whenever |
make that attempt, Krsna is always
there. My dearest friend always gives
me shelter. When I start listening to
my prescribed rounds, I have the
wonderful sensation of returning to a
place I love. I know that if I just put
my beads aside, thinking that no
chanting is better than bad chanting,
I would never have these exhilarating
homecomings. Srila Prabhupada

encourages us: “If one goes on chant-
ing the holy names of the Lord, which
are not different from the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, naturally his
mind becomes absorbed in thought
of the Lord.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam
4.8.44, purport) My karmic reality is
that my mind is polluted by passion
and worse. My spiritual practice is
meant to confront that polluted state
and break through it.

So, all you fellow problem chant-
ers out there, take heart. The damage
is not irreparable. There are a num-
ber of tricks to quiet the mind, simi-
lar to the tricks a parent uses to quiet
a two-year-old. I'll share with you a
few I use.

One good trick is to promise your
mind that as soon as you finish your
rounds you will give it undivided

| attention. You will ponder your prob-

lems, write your speeches, worry
about your future—all after the
rounds are finished. Another trick is
to listen to just ten mantras in a row,
and I mean really listen. Then try ten
more, and ten more. Try to hear a

| whole round, not missing a bead.

Challenge yourself, if you're that
type, or make it a game, if you're that
type. Another strategy is to put your
beads down for a minute and make a

| prayer of whatever is on your mind.
Then let it go and give your attention

to chanting.
Regulation is invaluable in chant-
ing sixteen decent rounds, so be sure

| you have a good time for chanting. I

find that unchanted rounds hang like
clouds in my mental landscape.
Unless your schedule prohibits it, it's
best to chant all of your rounds
during the auspicious morning hours.

Try these suggestions, and confide
in devotees you trust and ask for
their special tricks. Soon you will
develop your own. (Then perhaps
you can send them to me.)

Chanting japa is truly an indivi-
dual expression of our desire to serve
guru and Krsna. No one else can
know the quality of our rounds. I, for

| one, can be a really good faker. And

there is little recognition from the
outside world if one is a conscien-
tious chanter. But who cares for such
recognition when the true reward is
the pleasure of the Supreme Lord,
the master of the entire universe?

Dvarakadhisa Devi Dasi is a frequent
contributor to Back to Godhead. She
and her family are part of the Hare
Krsna community in Alachua,
Florida.

OU R SON’S DEAD BODY, nine
inches long, lay in my hand.

For some months afterward, my
natural affection—that motherly
impulse hard-wired into body and
mind—cried for that child.

“What you grieve for is not the
child,” the midwife told me, “but
how you had projected that child into
vour life.”

I had become attached to a desire
to have a child to love and enjoy.
That attachment, based on the body
instead of spiritual reality, was caus-
ing lamentation. in spite of my

philosophical understanding. Many
friends, devotees of Krsna, urged
me not to artificially repress the

| grief, because such repression would

lead to illness. I couldn’t stop the
grief anyway. It was a biological
expression of motherhood.

Still, on the spiritual level I knew
that I, the soul, had a spiritual rela-
tionship with the soul who had lived
in that little smiling (yes, smiling) but
gray body: We were related in the
Lord’s service, a relationship beyond
the temporary body.

I gave him prasadam, and a
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SCHOOLING KRSNA'S CHILDREN

Detachment from Children

by Urmila Devi Dasi

chance to hear Krsna’s holy name. 1
hope he used those opportunities to
perfect his short life and return to his
spiritual home. Even if he didn't,
surely he has made progress on his
spiritual journey, getting a better
mother than I in the body he lives in
now. He helped me spiritually, too,
by giving me a chance to practice
detachment and tolerance. His
leaving made me depend more on
Krsna for solace and shelter.

How odd that the most painful
parental calamity, a child’s death, can

| push us to discover what we so often



forget throughout a child’s life—that
our loving relationship with our chil-
dren has little meaning and no per-
manence outside of Krsna's service.

An Earlier Lesson in Detachment

[ lost that child in 1992. He would
have been our fourth. I remember
thinking at the time, “Was it really
thirteen years ago that I thought 1
had learned the lesson of detach-
ment?"” That earlier lesson had not
been as severe as losing a child, but it
had shaken the roots of my concepts
about my relationship with my
children.

The lesson came when our first
son started school, in 1979. Before |
even married, I was confident that if I
had a child I would send that child
for schooling in a traditional asrama,
a gurukula school, where students
live with their teacher. A couple of
months after our first son, Murari
(then Madhava), was born, my hus-
band and I began looking for a good
asrama. When he was almost five, we
moved to a temple with an asrama
gurukula and experienced teachers
who treated the students with a
balance of love and discipline. We
spent several months getting our son
accustomed to his new life, first
having him sit with other boys while
they chanted on beads in the morn-
ing, then having him attend some
academic classes.

Finally the day arrived to enroll
him. Two days later my husband and
I would move to another city. 1
started to pack Murari’s suitcase.
And I started to cry. I stopped to
watch him play in the backyard.

“Why am I crying?” I thought.
“For his whole life I planned to send
him to school in this way.”

[ began to wonder at my relation-
ship with this child. Would he ever
live with us again? While Krsna had
other plans and Murari spent only
five years living in an asrama, at the
time I felt he would live at school
until ready to work as an adult.

“What relationship do I have with
this child, anyway? Well, I'm his
mother. My body gave birth to his
body. But the body that gave birth no
longer exists. My body now is differ-
ent, changed. And his body is also

different. His body is not that of a
helpless infant. So where are those
bodies that had the relationship of
giving birth and being born? And,
besides, neither of us is our body.
We're souls, and by our karma and
the Lord’s desire we're temporarily
traveling in these bodies. So if my
relationship with my child is simply
based on our bodies, it is completely
illusory. I suppose he and I have no
relationship.”

But then I considered why I had
married and why 1 had had this child.
Our life with Murari was one of

| teaching him to love and serve Krsna.

“That is my relationship! My child

| and I help each other grow in love for
| Lord Krsna so we may come to the

platform of spiritual existence. The
bodily relationship is merely a tem-
porary social formality in our real
exchange of love.”

Urmila Devi Dasi, initiated in 1973,
has worked in ISKCON education
since 1983. She and her family live in
Hillsborough, North Carolina, where
she runs a school for children aged
5-18. She is the main author/compiler
of Vaikuntha Children, a gurukula
classroom guidebook.

CALENDAR CLOSE-UP

than two million vears ago.

ultimately vanquished.

hot eyes of the Lord.

Godhead.

Lord Ramacandra
Appearance Day: March 28

The following verses from the Srimad—l3hz’1gzwutam (2.7.23-25) are
fromthe chapterentitled “Scheduled Incarnations,” which summarizes
the appearance and activities of more than twenty incarnations of the
Supreme Lord. Lord Ramacandra appeared in the Treta-yuga, more

D ue to His causeless mercy upon all living entities within the
universe, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, along with His
plenary extensions, appeared in the family of Maharaja Iksvaku as
the Lord of His internal potency, Sita. Under the order of His father,
Maharaja Dasaratha, [Lord Ramacandra] entered the forest and
lived there for considerable years with His wife and younger brother.
Ravana, who was very materially powerful, with ten heads on his
shoulders, committed a great offense against Him and was thus

The Personality of Godhead Ramacandra, being aggrieved for
His distant intimate friend [Sita], glanced over the city of the enemy
Ravana with red-hot eyes like those of Hara [who wanted to burn the
kingdom of heaven]|. The great ocean, trembling in fear, gave Him
His way because its family members, the aquatics like the sharks,
snakes, and crocodiles, were being burnt by the heat of the angry red-

When Ravana was engaged in the battle, the trunk of the
elephant which carried the king of heaven, Indra, broke in pieces,
having collided with the chest of Ravana, and the scattered broken
parts illuminated all directions. Ravana therefore felt proud of his
prowess and began to loiter in the midst of the fighting soldiers,
thinking himself the conqueror of all directions. But his laughter,
overtaken by joy, along with his very air of life, suddenly ceased with
the tingling sound of the bow of Ramacandra, the Personality of

(Full calendar, page 63)
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Magnanimous, He Canle tO US by Lokanath Swami

“If you want to know me, read my
books,” said Srila Prabhupada. I found
this instruction completely true recently
while reading the poem Prabhupada
wrote onboard the Jaladuta, “Prayer to
the Lotus Feet of Krsna.” This rare prayer
caught my attention and took me on a
voyage deep within the core of Srila
Prabhupada’s heart. As I repeatedly read
the prayer, my appreciation of Prabhu-
pada increased a thousandfold. I now
wish to share my reflections with you.

On Monday, September 13, 1965, the

April-June Events

Padayatra Week:
June 2-8

Come and walk with Srila Prabhu-
pada! There are many ways you can
take part: host the padayatris, book a
hall for an evening program, bring your
[riends, sponsor prasadam, make ban-
ners, pass out pamphlets, organize a
reception by local officials, call the
media . ..

World Holy Name Day:
June 9

Chant and be happy! The World
Holy Name day is a time for chanting
the holy name in as many places and
ways as possible. You can go on hari-
nama-sarikirtana, hold a 24-hour kir-
tana, organize a concert, help your tem-
ple organize an interfaith gathering .

Continental Festivals

» Australian Reunion, Melbourne ( April)

» (IS Continental Festival, Moscow
(mid-June)

¢ European Continental Festival,
Radhadesh (end of June)

= New York Pilgrimage (June 5-17)

thirty-second day of Srila Prabhupada’s
journey from Calcutta, Srila Prabhupada
wrote in his diary that after midnight the
ship's lurching had decreased and he felt
relief. Just a few days before, he had suf-
fered a violent heart attack. Later that
day, sitting by himself in his cabin. in full
Krsna consciousness he disclosed his mind
to his “companion.” Lord Sri Krsna. He
wrote in Bengali, giving a glimpse of his
life and mission in an amazingly straight-
forward manner.

In the prayer, Srila Prabhupada's true
nature is revealed. He has not even landed
in America, yet he talks about spreading
the name of Lord Gauranga (Caitanya
Mahaprabhu) in all cities, towns, and vil-
lages of the earth. He says confidently that
everyone will chant the holy name of
Krspa. In every word, he expresses com-
plete loyalty and faithfulness to guru and
Gauranga, praising his spiritual master,
Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura, as a great saintly spiritual mas-
ter, who bestows intense devotion to
Krsna in different places throughout the
world. In the refrain, krsna taba punya
habe bhai, he emphatically invokes Lord
Krsna’s good fortune for all.

Srila Prabhupada then expresses his
boundless compassion: “When all the
sinful, miserable living entities become
happy. the Vaisnavas’ desire is fulfilled.”
A statement of his humility follows—his
guru has ordered him to accomplish this
mission, but he considers himself unwor-
thy and unfit to do it. Turning to his com-
panion, Sri Krsna (“the wisest and most
experienced of all”), Prabhupada begs for
His mercy—the power to serve his guru
and make his life successful.

The prayer intensifies towards the
end: “If today the chance to meet You
occurs again, then I will surely be able to

rejoin You.” But despite Prabhupada's
words in the ecstasy of separation, one
gets the feeling that he is with Krsna face
to face. That is not all. He also talks of |
how he is looking forward to wandering
aboutin the pastures and fields of Vrnda-
vana. “Oh, when will that day be mine?”
And in a mood of complete dependence
and helplessness he concludes, rumi bina
anya gati nai, *O Lord Krsna, except for
You, there is no other means of success.”

Unto such a wonderful spiritual mas-
ter, let us offer befitting tribute on the
occasion of the one-hundredth anniver-
sary of his birth year.

Srila Prabhupada created a multifac-
eted society, in which every member is
dedicated to an aspect of his broad mis-
sion. As more and more devotees and
friends take part in his Centennial cele-
bration, his glories will manifest through
myriad activities, all very pleasing to him,

Srila Prabhupada came to us out of
his mercy. Let us take every opportunity
to spread his glories and continue his
mission, with the aim of bringing about
“a revolution in the impious lives of the
misdirected civilization.”

The Centennial Year was launched
with a series of inaugural functions in
December and January. As this issue of
Back to Godhead reaches your hands,
we'll probably be about halfway though
the first Global Centennial Event—the
Hare Krsna World Convention in India.
Our next step is to prepare for upcoming
summer events: the Global Padayatra
Week, World Holy Name Day, and the
largest continental summer festivals ever
held in Europe, CIS, and North America.
Let us also get ready to offer Srila Prabhu-
pada an unprecedented ceremony—the
bathing of his transcendental body with
the sacred waters from 1,008 holy places.

May bis fame spread all over the three worlds!
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Centennial Year Inaugurated

San Diego I

Devotees of ISKCON San Diego began
their Centennial year in early December
with a concert by Hari Om Sharan and the
launching of the local Sahasra Tirtha Jala
program, through which they hope to offer
210 kalasas of sacred water to Srila Prabhu-
pada. Devotees used colorful 9-foot by 9-
foot banners and numerous Centennial
displays to decorate the rented hall where
the inauguration was held. The main
attraction in the decor was a reproduction
of Mount Kailasa, with water flowing from
Lord Siva’s head down the mountain to
three pools of water. Sixty kalasas were
sponsored that day.

Australia I

The New Govardhana Farm continental
summer festival, held December 30-
January 3, marked the start of the Srila
Prabhupada Centennial calendar of
events in Australasia. The festival of edu-
cational and cultural programs featured
a Vaisnava Youth Forum, seminars on

learning scriptural verses, performances
by ISKCON musicians and actors and by
Balinese dancers, the yearly Rathayatra
on the beach, remembrances of Srila
Prabhupada, and more.

Malaysia I

On December 31 in Kuala Lumpur, the
Sunday feast continued into “Prabhu-
pada Night,” with every devotee giving a
short talk about Srila Prabhupada. After
avideo show and prasadam feast, the pro-
gram ended at midnight with a grand
cake-cutting ceremony and the chanting
of “Jaya Srila Prabhupada!”

Devotees held a Rathayatra in Kuala
Lumpur on January 1. A deity of Srila
Prabhupada, carried on a palanquin in
front of the Rathayatra chariot, was taken
into various temples along the route. The
procession ended at a hall, where the
public assembled for guru-pija, offerings
of Centennial gifts to Srila Prabhupada,
and videos. On the same day, proces-
sions were held in three other cities in
Malaysia.

Take part in Srila Prabhupada’s
Maha Vyasa-Puja
Sahasra Tirtha Jala Abhiseka
September 6, 1996

Increase Your Good Fortune

To make this event possible, devotees have
collected water from 1,008 holy places, in-
cluding such remote sites as Mana Sarovara
in Tibet. This extraordinary feat is the basis
for an unprecedented event, which will be
celebrated at every ISKCON center. Several
thousand copper and silver kalasas (water
pots), specially designed and handcrafted for
the occasion, are waiting to be shipped from
India to sponsors around the world. In Cal-
cutta, the city of Srila Prabhupada's birth,
devotees from all over the world will per-
form the maha-abhiseka bathing ceremony
at the prestigious Netaji Subhas Candra
indoor stadium. Please contact your local
temple for more information.

Nitai Dasa collecting water from the
Candra Nadi River in the Himalavas, in
the Indian state of Himachal Pradesh.

Paris

400 French devotees and congregation
members gathered at the New Mayapur
farm on December 31 for a Centennial
New Year’s Eve. At midnight, arati was
offered to Srila Prabhupada while devo-
tees prayed for his blessings for the up-
coming year. The 3-day event included the
opening of a new library, a showing of
slides of Prabhupada in France, and a
festival marking the end of the annual
Prabhupada book-distribution marathon.

Vrndavana I

On January 5, in the midst of an exu-
berant kirtana led by Centennial Coordi-
nator Lokanath Swami, devotees offered
Srila Prabhupada a sumptuous feast at the
Krsna-Balaram Temple. Most of the
dishes had been cooked at devotees'
homes and brought to the temple for a
grand offering. In the evening devotees
gathered for talks about Srila Prabhu-
pada. The next day devotees chanted
through the streets of Vrndavana and
passed out pamphlets to announce the
start of the Prabhupada Centennial Year.

Centennial Resources

e Master Plan
— Strategies for the Srila Prabhupada
Centennial Celebrations
¢ Prabhupada Toshani
International Newsletter of the
Srila Prabhupada Centennial
e Prabhupadanuga
— International Newsletter for
Uniting Prabhupada’s Family
¢ Promotional Items
— Raising Spiritual Standards poster
— 12-petal display
— Sahasra Tirtha Jala video, flipbook,
and poster
Centennial T-shirts, pens, stickers,
badges, posters, bags, etc.
¢ Padayatra Newsletter
— Promoting the Padayatra Week
¢ Memorials Manual
* Brochures
— Lotus of Activities (color)
- 108 Ways to Celebrate
~ Who is Srila Prabhupada?
— Sahasra Tirtha Jala
— Action 96

Contact your local temple, or Centennial House, 62 Sant Nagar, New Delhi 110065, India * Ph: +91 (011) 6469633 * Fax: +#91 (011) 6225277, 6872378 » E-mail: Prasanta.lok@com.bbt.se
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MAHABHARATA

THE HISTORY OF GREATER

INDIA

The Quest for
raupadi’s Hand

The world’s greatest young heros
gather in the opulent kingdom of the Parncalas,
hoping to win Draupadi as their bride.

Translated from Sanskrit
by Hridayananda Dasa Goswami

The sage Vaisampayana is telling the history
of the Pandavas to their great-grandson, King
Janamejaya. Disguised asbrahmanas, the Pan-
davas are traveling to the kingdom of King
Drupada, whose daughter Draupadi will
select a husband in a ceremony known as a
svayamvara.

HE iVE PANDAVA brothers, tigers

of men, set out to see Draupadi and

the divine festival. Traveling with
their mother, they met on the road many
brahmanas also going to the festival with
their followers.

The brahmanas said to the Pandavas, who
were disguised as celibate brahminical stu-
dents, “Fellow brahmanas, where are you
headed and from where are you coming?”

Yudhisthira Maharaja replied, “O saintly
ones who have seen the Lord, be informed
that we brothers have come from Ekacakra
and are traveling with our mother.”

The brahmanas said, *You should all go
at once to the palace of King Drupada, in

the land of Pancala. A grand svayamvara is
going to take place there, and the king will
be giving away a fortune in charity. We our-
selves are going there, making our way in one
large group. There will be a most glorious and
amagzing festival there.

“The daughter of the great soul Drupada
arose from a sacred altar, and her eyes are
just like lotus petals. She is a young and very
delicate lady, lovely to see, and intelligent
also. She is the sister of Dhrstadyumna, that
fiery foe of Drona born with armor, sword,
arrows, and bow. Dhrstadyumna has power-
ful arms and took birth from a blazing fire of
sacrifice. He glows like fire.

“His sister is called Draupadi and Krsna.
and there is not a single flaw in the figure of
that thin-waisted girl. Her body bears the
natural fragrance of a blue lotus, and that fra-
grance spreads for miles. The daughter of
King Drupada is eagerly preparing for her
svayamvara, and we are going there to see
her at her divine festival. Kings and princes
will be arriving there, great souls fixed in their

[llustrations by Puskara Dasa
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Dhrstadyumna describes to the assembled kings the task they must perform to win Draupadi as their bride.



King Drupada said, “Whoever can string this bow,
shoot through the hanging device, and
pierce the target wins my daughter’s hand.”

vows, clean in their habits, and most
generous to the brahmanas, for all of
them have studied the Vedas under
learned priests. Young and handsome
rulers from many countries will come
together, great chariot fighters who
have mastered their weapons.

“Hoping for the blessing of victory,
the monarchs who come there will dis-
tribute to everyone who comes all va-
rieties of gifts, including valuable
stones and coins, as well as cows and
food grains. After we have received all
that charity, seen the svayarmvara, and
experienced the festival, we shall then
go as we please.

*Actors, bards, dancers, powerful
wrestlers, and reciters of legends and
history will all come there from dif-
ferent countries. Thus when you have
seen and taken part in the wondrous
event and received charity, you great
souls will return with us from whence
you came. And—who knows?—when
Draupadi Krsna sees all you handsome
boys standing there, as good-looking
as gods, she might just choose one of
you as her husband! This attractive
brother of yours is very handsome, and
his arms are huge. If he wrestles there,
he could win a big prize!”

Yudhisthira Maharaja said, “Yes, sir,
we shall go with all of you to see
that most prominent and divine festi-
val, wherein the young princess will
choose her prince.”

ARRIVAL IN
DRUPADA’S KINGDOM

My dear Janamejaya, the Pandavas, |

thus invited by the brahmanas, set out
with them toward the kingdom of
Pancala, ruled by King Drupada. On
the way, O king, the Pandavas met
Dvaipayana Vyasa, that great and pure
soul untouched by sin. Having prop-
erly honored him and been encouraged
and comforted by him, they spoke for
some time, and then with his permis-

sion they went on their way to the king-
dom of Drupada.

The great warriors traveled at their
leisure and set up camp wherever they
encountered lovely lakes and forests.
They took time to study Vedic litera-
ture and to maintain strict cleanliness,
and thus their minds were gentle and
their speech was kind and pleasant.
Eventually those Kuru princes reached
the land of the Pancalas.

After they had seen the city and the |

king’s palace, the Pandavas made their

residence in the house of a potter and

fully adopted the activities of brah-
manas, collecting alms for their suste-
nance. So well did they play the part

| that the local people had not an inkling

that those great heroes had arrived in
the city.

Now, it had always been the desire
of King Drupada to give his daughter
to Arjuna, but he did not reveal his
wish. In his attempt to seek out the sons
of Kunti, the Pancala king had ar-
ranged for a tough and unyielding bow
and an artificial device suspended in
the air, and within that contrivance the
king placed a golden target.

King Drupada said, “Whoever can
string this bow and with the bow and
these arrows shoot through the hang-
ing device and pierce the target wins
my daughter’s hand.”

King Drupada had this message an-
nounced all around, [knowing that only
Arjuna could pass the test]. Hearing
the monarch’s challenge, all the kings
of the world eagerly assembled in Dru-
pada’s city. The holy sages also came,
eager to see the svayarivara, and all
the Kuru princes arrived there, headed
by Duryodhana with his close friend
Karna, to try for Draupadi’s hand.

THE OPULENCE
OF THE ARENA

Exalted brahmanas arrived from
many countries, and the great soul
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Drupada welcomed and honored
them, as he did the contingents of mon-
archs. The local crowds roared like the
tossing sea as the visiting kings reached
the fine city and settled in for the af-
fair.

Northeast of the town, on a flat and
sanctified stretch of land, a beautiful
stadium shone with much splendor,
boasting luxurious viewing stands on
all sides. A colorful canopy stretched
across the entire arena; a protective
wall and moat encircled it. Tall arched
gateways adorned the arena, hundreds
of musical instruments filled the air
with sound, priceless aloe perfumes
and sandalwood water scented the
atmosphere, and colorful flower gar-
lands added bright beauty to the scene.

The palatial pavilions on all sides of
the stadium were of excellent construc-
tion and stood so high that they seemed
to scrape the heavens like the peak
of Mount Kaildsa. The pavilions were
covered with golden trellises and inlaid
gorgeously with gems. Access to the
upper stands was gradual and easy, and
there were large seats and other fur-
nishings completely upholstered with
material not to be found in ordinary
villages. for the fabrics and carpets

| were as white as swans and scented

with the finest aloe, perfuming the air
for miles. There were a hundred wide
and unobstructed gateways, furnished
with exquisite seats and sofas fash-
ioned with varieties of valuable met-
als, resembling the peaks of the Hima-
layas. All the kings, splendidly dressed,
took their seats on the various levels
of the pavilion, competing with one an-
other for position and prestige.

The citizens of the town and coun-
try saw that those mighty warriors were
lionlike monarchs, ferocious in battle
but exceedingly kind to those who
sought their shelter. Indeed, the kings
were loved by all their countrymen for
good and pious deeds, and those for-
tunate kings, tastefully scented with



black aloe cologne, ruled their lands
with saintly guidance and devotedly
served the brahmanas. The citizens
sought the satisfaction of seeing the
chaste Princess Draupadi, and so they
took their seats in the opulent viewing
areas.

The Pandavas took their seats with
the brahmanas and beheld the unpar-
alleled opulence of the Pancala king.
The gathering continued to grow for
many days, and it was magnificent.
Jewels were given in charity, and pro-
fessional actors and dancersperformed.

DRAUPADI'S ARRIVAL

A large and beautiful gathering was
present when on the sixteenth day it
was time for Draupadi to appear. Her
body freshly bathed and adorned with
all the finest jewelry, she took in her
hands the hero’s cup, golden and ex-
quisitely wrought, and descended into
the arena. At that moment, the royal
priest of the Pancalas, a pure brah-
mana learned in mantra, spread the
sacred grass and fed the fire of sacri-
fice with oblations of clear butter. All
was done precisely by the ancient rule.

Gazing upon the kings, Karna quickly strung the bow and held it high.

Having sated the fire of rite and the |
holy brahmanas, and having invoked
blessings on the assembly, the royal
priest then signaled for the musicians
to cease. When not a sound could be
heard, Dhrstadyumna went to the cen-
ter of the arena, and in a voice as deep

clouds, he pronounced these graceful
and meaningful words:

“*May all the kings hear me now!
This is the bow, these are the arrows,
and there is the target. With only five
arrows at your disposal, you must send

a shaft through the opening in that |

mechanical device and strike the
target.

“My sister Krsna shall today be-
come the wife of the man endowed
with noble lineage., beauty, and
strength who carries out this most dif-
ficult task. I speak the truth.”

Having spoken thus to the kings, the
son of Drupada then turned to Drau-
padi and began to recite to her, so
that all could hear, the name, lineage,
and deeds of each of the assembled
monarchs.

[After finishing the list, Dhrsta-

dyumna said,] “These and many other

kings from many countries,
all celebrated rulers in this
world, have come here seek-
ing your hand, fair woman.
These mighty men will try to
pierce a most difficult target
for your sake. Should one
of them find the mark, you
should then choose him to be
your husband.”

THE PROUD
YOUNG KINGS

Bedecked with jewels and
earrings, those young kings
now came together, chal-
lenging one another, each
convinced that power and
skill in weapons rested with
him, each highly enlivened
with worldly pride. [Thus
when they heard the words
of Dhrstadyumna,| they all
proudly sprang to their feet,
[each claiming that he would
meet the challenge].

Their pride was great, for
each king possessed beauty,
valor, lineage, virtue, and youth, and
by the force of this pride they became
as mad as the mighty elephants of
the Himalayas. They challenged and
stared at one another, their strong
bodies bristling with determination.

“Draupadi is meant for me!” they
and grave as thunder rumbling in the |

boasted, suddenly rising from their
seats.

Those warriors assembled in the
great arena sought to win the hand
of Drupada’s daughter, just as the
hosts of gods had once assembled to
win the hand of Uma, born of the
mountain king. The kings’ limbs were
harassed by the arrows of Cupid, for
their hearts had already gone to Drau-
padi. Because of Draupadi they now
went down to the center of the arena,
and even kings who had been dear
friends now treated each other as
hostile rivals.

At that moment, the hosts of gods
arrived in their airships. Rudras, Vasus,
Adityas, the Marutas, the twin Asvins,
and all the Sadhyas—all arrived, led
by Yamaraja, the lord of justice, and
Kuvera, head of the celestial treasury.

Then came the Daityas, the godly
sages, the great birds and serpents, the
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Guhyakas and Caranas, Narada, Par-

vata, and Visvavasu, and the chief Gan-

dharvas with their Apsara mates.
Present there were Lord Balarama

and Lord Krsna, and the leading men |

of the Vrsni and Andhaka dynasties.
The great men of the Yadu dynasty,
ready to execute Lord Krsna’s com-
mand, carefully glanced around the
arena. Lord Krsna Himself, the Yadu
hero, then noticed five men dressed as
renunciants and covered with ashes as
if they were five sacrificial fires. The
five looked as strong and alert as
mighty red-spotted elephants in the
season of their fury.

Lord Krsna reflected deeply, [for He
alone knew their identity,] and He qui-
etly and discreetly told Lord Bala-
rama, “There is Yudhisthira—and
there are Bhima and Arjuna and the
heroic twins.”

Lord Balarama gazed upon them,
and then with a joyful mind He glanced
at Krsna, who is known as Janardana.

There were many other kings, with
their sons and grandsons, and all of
them had lost their eyes, minds, and
personalities to Draupadi. As they
looked at her strolling about the arena,
their faces blushed and they chewed on
their lips. The kings were determined

to do battle for her sake. And so it was
with the three wide-armed sons of
Prtha and the powerful heroic twins.

Their eyes fixed on Draupadi, all of |

them were struck by the arrows of
Cupid.

The sky above the arena was filled
with Asuras, Gandharvas, godly sages,
mystic Siddhas, and celestial birds and
serpents. Divine scents wafted every-
where. Falling blossoms from divine
garlands scattered and floated in the
air. The great sounds of big drums sent
forth deep thudding vibrations. And
the sky was crowded with airplanes and
alive with the sounds of flutes, vinas,
and cymbals.

THE PRIDE-CRUSHING Bow

Then the hosts of kings came for-
ward one by one, hoping to win Drau-
padi, but with all their strength they
could not string the iron-stiff bow.
Though they struggled with valor to
bend it, the determined bow would
recoil and throw the kings to the
ground, where they lay miserably mov-
ing their limbs before the crowd. Thus
their proud demeanor was shattered.

Gazing upon all the kings, Karna,
best of the wielders of bows, went for-

ward, Quickly lifting the bow, and hold-
ing it high, he strung it and armed it
with arrows.

Seeing the Suta (Karna was known
as a charioteer’, or Sita’s, son), the

- sons of Pandu. holding their bows, con-

sidered the splendid target already
pierced and brought to the earth.

Karna was a child of the Sun, and he
surpassed fire, the Moon, and the Sun.
Out of passion, he had made a vow to
win Draupadi.

Seeing him holding the bow, Drau-
padi loudly spoke these words: “I shall
not choose the son of a chariot driver!™

Gazing at the sun with an angry
smile, Karna put down that quivering
bow.

Then in that assembly of bewildered
men, when all the kings had ceased
their vows and cries, Arjuna. son of
Kunti, came forward to string the bow
and fit it with the arrow.

Hridayananda Dasa Goswami led the
team of devotee-scholars who com-
pleted the translation and commentary
of the Srimad—Bhagavatam begun by
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada. He is now doing
graduate work in Sanskrit and Indian
Studies at Harvard University.

HANUMAN

(continued from page 44)

arrangement for his service to Lord

Rama.

Though Hanuman has the general
look of a monkey, in the Ramayana
period—Treta-yuga, hundreds of thou-
sandsof yearsago—suchmonkeys were
more like human beings. Valmiki makes
this clear when he writes about their
speech, clothing, funerals, dwelling
places, consecration festivals, and so
on. Hanuman and the Vanaras, then,
were half-monkey, half-human. But
they were unmistakably empowered
semi-divine beings as well. They could
take on any form or, at their will, be-
come large or small. They had all mys-
tic yogic perfections in full. Valmiki
writes that Hanuman could leap into
the air like a super-powered being,

Impressed by Hanuman’s amazing
qualities, many people in India see
Hanuman as though a god on his own,
independent of Rama. Often he is

worshiped as an independent village
deity—a protector against ghosts, dis-
eases, and so on. And so in India to-
day two distinct “Hanumans” have
emerged: the humble devotee, as he
was originally known in the Valmiki
Ramayana, and the independent divi-
nity, worshiped without reference to
Sita or Rama.

But the scriptures make it clear
that Hanuman and the Vanaras are
devotees, not gods. Throughout the
Sundara-kanda especially, the Rama-
vana clearly shows Lord Rama’s supe-
rior status. There, through beautiful
soliloquies drenched in devotion,

again and again. Hanuman is clearly
the bhakta, the devotee, and Rama the
Bhagavan, the Lord. It is the glory of
Hanuman that He serves Rama by go-
ing to find Sita, by bringing her Rama’s
message, by risking his life at the hands
of evil Ravana. Indeed, the entire

ing devotion to Lord Rama.

Later commentators as well praise
Hanuman’s devotion. In fact, while
discussing devotees who perfectly re-
present each of the five rasas, or rela-
tionships one may have with the Lord,
Sanatana Gosvami,in his Brhad Bhaga-
vatamyta, mentions Hanuman as show-
ing the perfection of dasya-rasa, or
servitude. Hanuman is the devotee,
the servant of God, par excellence.

Perhaps for this reason, Lord Rama
saw fit to bless Hanuman by allowing
him tostay in this world to serve Him as
long as the glories of Rama are sung.

| The Mahabharata notes that the im-
Hanuman showers Rama with praise |

mortal Hanuman livesin the Himalayas
to this day, chanting the name of Lord
Rama in perfect ecstasy.

Satyaraja Dasa is a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada and a regular contributor
to Back to Godhead. He has written
several books on Krsna consciousness.

Ramayanaofferstribute to his unswerv- | He and his wife live in New York City.
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Long Island, New York — 197 S. Ocean Avenue, Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4909

Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Avenue, 90034/ Tel, (310) B36-2676

Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia Street, 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/

Tel, (305) 442-7218
New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 486-9379
Mew York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn Street, Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714
New York, New York — 26 Second Avenue, 10003/ Tel. (212) 420-8803
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600
Portland, Oregon — 5137 N.E. 42 Ave., 97218/ Tel, (503) 287-3252
St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Boulevard., 63108/ Tel, (314) 535-8085
San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Avenue, Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel, (619) 483-2500
San Francisco, California — 84 Carl Street, 94117/ Tel, (415) 661-7320
San Francisco, California — 2334 Stuart Street, Berkeley, 94705/ Tel. (510) 540-9215
Seattle, Washington — 1420 228th Avenue S.E., Issaquah, 98027/ Tel. (206) 391-3293
Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic Street (mail: P.0. Box 20224, 32304)/ Tel. (304) 681-9258
Topanga, California — 20395 Callon Drive, 90290/ Tel. (213) 455-1658
Towaco, New Jersey — P.0. Box 109, 07082/ Tel. (201) 299-0970
Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Drive, 85719/ Tel. (602) 792-0630
Washington, D.C. —3200 Ivy Way, Harwood, MD 20776/ Tel. (301) 261-4493
Washington, D.C. —10310 Oaklyn Drive, Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100
FARM COMMUNITIES
Alachua, Florida (New Ramana-reti) — P.0. Box 819, 32615/ Tel. (904) 462-2017
Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Road, 39426/ Tel. (601) 799-1354
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — {contact ISKCON Gurabo)
Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Road, 27278/
Tel. (919) 732-6492
Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel (615) 759-6888
Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) —R.D. No. 1, Bax 839, 17082/ Tel. (717) 527-4101
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS AND DINING
Boise, Idaho —Govinda's, 500 W. Main Street, 83702/ Tel, (208) 338-9710
Eugene, Oregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W. 8th St., 97401/ Tel. (503) 686-3531
Fresno, Calitornia — Govinda's, 2373 E. Shaw, 93710/ Tel. (209) 225-1230
Gainesville, Florida — Radha's, 125 NW 23rd Ave., 32609/ Tel, (904) 376-9012

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

Belfast, Morthern Ireland — 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE/ Tel. +44 (01232) 620530
Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgbaston, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (0121) 420-4998

Bristol, England — 48 Station Rd., Nailsea, Bristol BS19 2PB/ Tel. +44 (01275) 853788

Coventry, England — Sri Sri Radha Krishna Cultural Centre, Kingfield Rd., Radford
(mail: 19 Gloucester St., CV1 3BZ)/ Tel. +44 (01203) 555420

Dublin, Ireland — 56 Dame St., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01) 679-1306

Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire ML11 DES/
Tel. +44 (01555) 894790

Leicester, England — 21 Thoresby St., North Evington, Leicester LES 4GUY Tel. +44 (0116) 2762567

Liverpool, England — 114A Bold 5t., Liverpool L1 4HY/ Tel. +44 (0151) 7088400

London, England (city) — 10 Soho St., London W1V 5DA/ Tel, +44 (0171) 4373662 (business
hours), 4393606 (other times); Govinda's Restaurant: 4374928

London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Watford, Hertfordshire
WD2 BEP/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244

London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Road, South Norwood, London SE25/ Tel. +44 (0181)
£56-4296

Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, Manchester M16 8FT/ Tel. +44 (0161)
2264416

Newcastle upon Tyne, England —21 Leazes Park Rd., NE1 4PF/ Tel. +44 (0191) 2220150
FARM COMMUNITIES

County Wicklow, Ireland — Rathgorragh, Kiltegan/ Tel. +353 508-73305

Lisnaskea, N. Ireland —Hare Krishna Island, BT92 9GN Lisnaskea, Co. Fremanagh/ Tel, +44
(013657) 21512

London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)

(Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than twenty other cities in the U.K. For
information, contact Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P.0. Box 324, Borehamwood,
Herts WDG 1B/ Tel. +44 [0181] 905-1244.)

INDIA

Agartala, Tripura — Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799001

Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Sattelite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Crossing, Ahmedabad 380054/
Tel. (079) 6749827, 6749945

Allahabad, U. P. —ISKCON, Hare Krishna Dham, 161 Kashi Naresh Nagar, Baluaghat 211003/
Tel. 653318

Bamanbare, Gujarat — N.H. 8A, Surendra-nagar District

Bangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 ‘R’ Block, Chard Road, Rajaji Nagar 560010/
Tel. (080) 332 1956

Belgaum, Karnataka — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi. 590006

Bhayandar, Maharashira — Shivaji Chowk, Station Rd., Bhayandar (West), Thane 401101/
Tel. (022) 8191920

Bhubaneswar, Orissa — National Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751001/ Tel. {0674) 413517 or 413475

Bombay — (see Mumbai)

Calcutta, W. Bengal —3C Albert Rd., 700017/ Tel. (033) 2473757 or 2476075

Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160036/ Tel. (0172) 601530
and 603232

Coimbatore, Tamil Madu — Padmam 387, VGR Puram, Alagesan Rd.1, 641011/ Tel. (0422) 445978
or 442749

Gauhati, Assam — Ulubari Charali, Gauhati 781001/ Tel. (0361) 31208

Guntur, A.P. —Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522509

Hanumkonda, A.P. —Neeladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506011/ Tel. 08712-77399

Hyderabad, A.P. —Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500001/ Tel. (040) 592018, 552924

Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795001/ Tel, (0385) 21587

Kurukshetra, Haryana — Hare Krishra Dham, 805, Sector 13/ Tel, (01744) 32806 or 33529

Kurukshetra, Haryana — 369 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132118

Madras, Tamil Nadu —59, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 600017/ Tel. (044) 434 3266

Mayapur, W. Bengal —Shiree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham, Dist. Nadia
(mail: P.0. Box 10279 (Ballyganj), Calcutta)/ Tel. (03472) 45239 or 45240 or 45233

Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133

Mumbai, Maharashtra (formerly Bombay) — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (022) 6206860

Mumbai, Maharashtra —7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Chowpatty, 400007/ Tel. (022) 3634078

Nagpur, Maharashtra — 70 Hill Road, Ramnagar, 440010/ Tel. (0712) 529932

New Delhi — Sant Nagar Main Road (Garhi), behind Nehru Place Complex (mail: P. 0. Box 7061),
110065/ Tel. (011) 6419701 or 6412058

New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110026/ Tel. (011) 5410782

Pandharpur, Maharashtra — Hare Krsna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Sholapur,
413304/ Tel. (0218) 622473

Patna, Bihar — Rajendra Nagar Road No. 12, 800016/ Tel. (0612) 50765

Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411001/ Tel. (0212) 667259

Secunderabad, A.P. —27 St, John's Road, 500026/ Tel. (040) 805232

Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Cachar Dist., 788004

Siliguri, W. Bengal —Gitalpara, 734401/ Tel. (0353) 26619

Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (91).

# Temples with restaurants or dining. Y New listing. e Revised listing.
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CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395005/ Tel. (0261) 685516 or 685891

% Sri Rangam, Tamal Nadu —6A E.V.S. Rd., Sri Rangam, Tiruchirapalli 6/ Tel. 433945

*

Tirupati, A. P. —K.T. Road, Vinayaka Nagar, 517507/ Tel. (08574) 20114
Trivandrum, Kerala —T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 635014/ Tel. (0471) 68197
Udhampur, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Prabhupada Marg, Prabhupada
Nagar, Udhampur 182101/ Tel. (0199) 298
Vadodara, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390021/ Tel. (0265) 326299 or 321012
Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKCON Hare Krishna Land, 338120/ Tel. (02692) 30796
Vrindavana, U. P. —Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti,
Mathura Dist., 281124/ Tel. (0565) 442-478 or 442-355
FARM COMMUNITIES
Ahmedabad District, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)
Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj
Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, District Gadhachiroli, 442603
Hyderabad, A. P. —P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., R.R. District, 501401/ Tel. 552924
Mayapur, West Bengal — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Calcutta — Hare Krishna Karma-Free Confectionary, 6 Russel Street, Calcutta 700071

AUSTRALIA

Adelaide — 227 Henley Beach Rd., Torrensville, 5. A. 5031/ Tel. +61 (08) 234-1378

Brishane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville, OLD (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indoaroopilly 4068)/
Tel. +61 (07) 379-5455

Canberra — P.0 Box 1411, Canberra ACT 2060/ Tel. +61 (06) 253-2090

Melbourne — 197 Danks St., Albert Park, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.0, Bax 125)/ Tel. +61 (03) 969-95122

Perth — 356 Murray St Perth (mail: P.0. Box 102, Bayswater, W. A. 6053)/ Tel, +61 (09) 481-1114
or (evenings) 370-1552

Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, N.S.W. 2060 (mail: P. 0. Box 459, Cammeray, N.S.W.
2062)/ Tel. +61 (02) 9959-4558

Sydney — 3296 King St., Newtown 2042/ Tel. +61 (02) 550-6524
FARM COMMUNITIES

Bambra (New Nandagram) — Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Rd., Bambra, VIC 3241/ Tel. +61 (052) 88-7383

Millfield, N.8.W.— New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mt.View Rd. Millfield near Cessnock),
N.S.W. (mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock 2325, N.S.W.)/ Tel. +61 (049) 98-1800

Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella, via Murwillumbah N. 5. W, 2484
(mail: P.0. Box 687)/ Tel. +61 (066) 72-6579
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Brisbane — Govinda's, 1st floor, 99 Elizabeth Street/ Tel. +61 (07) 210-0255

Brisbane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick St., Fortitude Valley/ Tel. +61 (07) 854-1016

Melbourne — Crossways, floor 1, 123 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 965-
02939

Melbourne — Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 965-01578
Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/ Tel. +61 (09) 227-1684

NEW ZEALAND AND FlJI

Christchurch, NZ — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190 Christchurch)/ Tel. +64 (03) 3665-174
Labasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812812
Lautoka, Fiji —5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112
Rakiraki, Fiji —Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243
Suva, Fiji —Nasinu 7' miles (P.0. Box 7315, Nasinu)/ Tel. +679 393599
Wellington, NZ — 60 Wade St., Wadestown, Wellington (mail: P.0. Box 2753, Wellington)/
Tel. +64 (04) 4720510
FARM COMMUNITY
Auckland, NZ (New Varshan) —Hwy. 18, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course
(mail: R.D, 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 4128075
RESTAURANTS
Auckland, NZ —Gopal's, Civic House (1st floor}, 281 Queen St/ Tel. +64 (09) 3034885
Christchurch, NZ — Gopal's, 143 Worcester St/ Tel. +64 (03) 3667-035
Labasa, Fiji — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Road/ Tel. +679 811364
Lautoka, Fiji —Gopal's, Comer of Yasawa St. and Naviti St./ Tel. +679 662990
Suva, Fiji —Gopal's, 18 Pratt St/ Tel. +679 314154

EUROPE (partial list)

Amsterdam — Van Hilligaeristraat 17, 1072 JX, Amsterdam, The Netherlands/ Tel. +31 (020) 6751404
Athens — Methymnis 18, Kipseli, 11257 Athens, Greece/ Tel. +30 (01) 8658384
Barcelona — c/de L'Oblit 67, 08026 Barcelona, Spain/ Tel. +34 (93) 347-9933
Bergamo, taly — Villaggio Hare Krishna, Via Galileo Galilei 41, 24040 Chignolo D'isola (BG), Italy/
Tel. +39 (035) 490706
Budapest — Hare Krishna Temple, Mariaremetei ut. 77, Budapest 1028 II, Hungary/ Tel. +36 (01)
1768774
Copenhagen — Baunevej 23, 3400 Hillerad, Denmark/ Tel, +45 42286446
Heidelberg — Kiirfuersten-Anlage 5, 69115 Heidelberg (mail: P.0. Box 101726, 69007 Heidelberg),
Germany/ Tel. +49 (06221) 16 51 01
Helsinki — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D (Il krs) 00180, Helsinki, Finland/ Tel, +358 (0) 6949879

Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid, Spain/ Tel. +34 (91) 521-3096
Oslo — Jonsrudvej 16, 0274 Oslo, Norway/ Tel. +47 (022) 552243
Paris — 31 Rue Jean Vacquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand, Paris, France/ Tel, +33 (01) 43043263
Prague — Jilova 290, Prague 5-Zlicin 155 00, Czech Republic/ Tel. +42 (02) 3021262 or 3021608
Rome — Nepi, Sri Gaura Mandala, Via Mazzanese Km. 0,700 (dalla Cassia uscita Calcata), Pian del
Pavone (Viterbo), Italy/ Tel, +39 (0761) 527038
Septon-Durbuy, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, 6340 Septon-Durbuy, Belgium/ Tel, +32 (086)
322926
Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240 Stockholm, Sweden/ Tel. +46 (08) 6549 002
Vienna — Center for Vedic Studies, Rosenackerstrasse 26, 1170 Vienna, Austria/
Tel. +43 (01) 222455830
Warsaw — Mysiadlo k. Warszawy, ul. Zakret 11, 05-500 Piaseczno, Poland / Tel. +48 (022)562-711
Ziirich — Preyergrasse 16, 8001 Zilrich, Switzerland/ Tel. +41 (01) 251-88-51
FARM COMMUNITIES
France (Bhaktivedanta Village) — Chateau Bellevue, F-39700 Chatenois/ Tel. +33 (084) 728235
France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Male/ Tel, +33 (054) 402481
Germany (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel +49 (08583) 316
Italy (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Communale degli Scapeti 108, S. Andrea in Percussina,
San Casciano, Val di Pesa (Florence) 5002, Italy/ Tel. +39 (055) 820-054
Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 (911) 280018
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002 Barcelona
Copenhagen — Govinda's, Noerre Farimagsgade 82/ Tel. +45 33337444
Milan — Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano / Tel. +39 (02) 862-417
Oslo — Krishna's Cuisine, Kirkeveien 598, 0364 Oslo/ Tel. +47 22606250
Vienna — Govinda, Lindengasse 2A, 1070 Vienna/ Tel. +43 (01) 5222817

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)

Kiev — ul. Menjinskogo, 21-b., 252054 Kiev, Ukraine/Tel, +7 (044) 2444944
Moscow — Khoroshevskoye shosse d.8, korp.3, 125 284, Moscow, Russial Tel. +7 (095) 255-67-11
8t. Petersburg — ul. Burtseva 20-147, St. Petersburg, Russia 190000/ Tel. +7 (0812) 150-28-80

ASIA (partial list)

Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak St., Banagram, Dhaka 1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 252428

Hong Kong — 27 Chatam Road South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel. +852 7396818

Jakarta, Indonesia —P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ Tel. +62 (021) 4899646

Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha, Kathmandu (mail; P. 0. Box 3520)/ Tel, +977 (01) 290743

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,
Petaling/ Tel. +60 (03) 780-7355 or -7360 or -7369

Manila, Philippines — 170 R. Fernandez, San Juan, Metro Manila/ Tel. +63 (02) 707410

Tel Aviv — P. 0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480, Israel/ Tel. +972 (03) 5223718

Tokyo, Japan — 1-29-2-202 |zumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo 168/ Tel, +81 (03) 3327-1541

LATIN AMERICA (partial list)

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054 (1431)/ Tel. +54 (01) 5215567,
5234232

Georgetown, Guyana — 24 Uitviugt Front, West Coast Demerara

Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 or 309420

Lima, Peru — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel, +51 (014) 910891

Mexico City — Gob. Tiburcio Montiel No. 45, 11850 Mexico, D.F./ Tel. +52 (05) 271-22-23

Rio de Janeira, Brazil — Rua Barao da Torre 199, apt. 102, Ipanema/ Tel, +55 (021) 267-0052

San Salvador, El Salvador — Avenida Universitaria 1132, Media Quadra al sur de |a Embajada
Americana (mail P.0. Box 1506)/ Tel, +503 25-96-17

Santiago, Chile — Carrera 330/ Tel. +56 (02) 698-8044

§ao Paulo, Brazil — Av. Angelica, 2583, Centro, CEP 01227-200, Séo Paulo, SP, Brazil/ Tel. +55 (011)
259-7352

AFRICA (partial list)

Cape Town, South Africa — 17 S, Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689 1529

Durban, South Africa — Chatsworth Centre., Chatsworth 4030, Natal (mail: P.0. Box 56003)/ Tel. +27
(031) 433-328

Johannesburg, South Africa — 14 Goldreich St., Hillbrow 2001 (mail: P.0. Box 10667, Johannesburg
2000)/ Tel, +27 (011) 484-3273

Lagos, Nigeria — 25 Jaiyeola Ajata St., Ajao Estate, off International Airport Express Rd. (mail: P.0.
Box 8793)/ Tel. & Fax +234 (01) 876169

Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.0. Box
82224, Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248

Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0, Box 28946, Nairobi)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365

Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer, Phoenix (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre Bornes,
Mauritius)/ Tel. +230 696-5804

Port Elizabeth, South Africa — 15 Whitehall Court, Western Rd., Central Port Elizabeth 6001/ Tel. & Fax

+27 (041) 521-102

Port Harcourt, Nigeria — Second Tarred Road, Ogwaja Waterside (mail: P.0. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)
FARM COMMUNITY

Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban, Bon Acceuil/ Tel, +230 418-3955

# Temples with restaurants or dining. Y New listing. e Revised listing.
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ISKCON’s International Office of
Education. Clearinghouse for infor-
mation on all aspects of education in
ISKCON: gurukulas, day schools,
varnasrama colleges, work-study and
apprentice opportunities, home-study
correspondence courses (K-12) and
help with setting up home schools,
child abuse prevention programs,
teacher training courses, etc. For
information on curriculum material
and development, contact: Curricu-
lum and Accreditation Department,
915 Dimmocks Mill Road, Hills-
borough, NC 27278; phone: (919)
644-2272, e-mail: urmila@iskcon.com.
For all other inquiries, contact:
ISKCON International Office of
Education, Rt. 2, Box 23A, Alachua,
FL 32615; phone: (904) 462-5248, fax:
(904) 462-5153, e-mail: edoff@afn.org

ISKCON
World Review

Get connected to all of our dy-
namic worldwide movement.
Exciting news, information, mar-
ketplace, and Krsna conscious
opportunities. For 12 issues:
U.S., $23 for First Class mail,
$13 for Third Class. Outside the
U.S.,$26. For subscriptions, ads,
bulk orders, and news submis-
sions, please write IWR at P. O.
Box 238, Alachua, FL 32616-
0238. Phone: (904) 462-5054.

Join the Prabhupada Centennial
Sankirtana Party—a virtual book-
distribution party that includes disci-
ples, grand-disciples and congrega-
tional followers of Srila Prabhupada
from all over North America. How to
join? Simply buy books by the case
directly from the Bhaktivedanta
Book Trust—at temple prices—and
distribute them. The goal for 1996:
2,000 cases. To order, call Jagadis-
ananda Dasa at 1-800-927-4152. For
more information, call the North

American Centennial office at 1-800-
205-6108.

Totally Free: Lotus Voices, the news-
letter of the ISKCON New York
Youth Forum. A youthful perspective
on Krsna consciousness, with insight-
ful articles about devotional life, how
to deal with peer pressure, and how
we can best serve Srila Prabhupada’s
movement. Includes news, artwork,
and creative writing. If you'd like to
receive Lotus Voices, absolutely free,
or would like to contribute writing,
artwork, money, or stamps, please
get in touch with Vineet Chander at
76-42 266th St., New Hyde Park, NY
11040, or call (718) 347-5665.

Also, Lotus Voices is starting an
ISKCON Youth Ministries program.
If you're interested in making new
devotee friendships, meeting new

| people, preaching one-on-one, or just

sharing your realizations, please
write or call for more information.

The Bhaktivedanta Institute seeks
volunteers to help prepare for the
Second World Congress for the Syn-
thesis of Science and Religion—
Synthesis II, to be held in Calcutta on
January 6-12, 1997, as part of the
Prabhupada Centennial. The Insti-
tute also invites artists and computer

artists to submit posters on the theme |

of Synthesis 11. Prizes will be pre-

sented for the best entry, and some of |

the posters will be displayed at the
Congress. Contact The Bhakti-
vedanta Institute, 662 Kenwyn Rd.,
Oakland, CA 94610. Phone: (510)
465-7618; fax: (510) 465-5471.

The Chanting for Unity project has
been started to encourage devotees
to form Padayatra parties across
America for Srila Prabhupada’s
Centennial. The Chanting for Unity
liaison office will help coordinate the
parties so that they can join for larger
kirtanas and for Rathayatras and

| other festivals. For more informa-
| tion, or to let us know about your

Padayatra, write to Chanting for
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Unity, ¢/o Ripacandra Dasi, Rt. 1,
Box 497A, Bonner’s Ferry, 1D 83805.

NY Centennial Date Change The
New York Centennial festival has
changed from July 1996 to June 5-17,
1996. The 1996 Rathayatra is now
scheduled for Saturday, June 15. Fur-
ther details of the festival schedule
will appear in BTG.

Srila Prabhupada’s
1996 Family Reunion
At the Melbourne Temple
April 5-8

An open invitation to all dis-
ciples and associates from the
early days of Srila Prabhupada’s
movementin Australiaand New
Zealand—Come and meet old
friends and family! Remem-
brances. feasts, kirtanas, bha-
Jjanas, hari-namas, films, videos,
readings, interviews, historic
walks, and much more.

For more information, contact
Kiarma Dasa, P. O. Box 125, Al-
bert Park, VIC 3206, Australia.
Phone: +61 (03) 699-5122; fax:
+61 (03) 690-4093.

PRABHUPADA
CENTENNIAL

1896 1996

th Annual
Prabhupada Festival!

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

Los Angeles Hare Krishna Temple
For information, call Paratrikananda
Phone/fax: (213) 651-4243

61




SCIENCE (continued from page 27)
The Vedicuniverse, quite apart from
its origin, differs structurally from the
universe depicted by modern science.
Many of the structural features of the
Vedic universe, such as Mount Meru, a
huge mountain rising from a plane in
the center of the universe, simply aren’t
visible to modern scientific investiga-
tors. But Srila Prabhupada suggested
that there may be much that is beyond
the range of the senses of ordinary
humans. To illustrate this point,
Prabhupada often repeated the story
of the frog in the well. Because the frog
was confined to the well, the frog’s
perceptions were limited. When
told of the existence of the ocean,
the frog, who had seen only the
small amount of water in his well,
could not imagine such a thing.

So beyond pointing out the
shortcomings of specific scientific
theories about the origin of life and
the universe, Srila Prabhupadaalso
offered an epistemological critique
of the entire scientific method. The
scientific method is empirical. Cit-
ing Vedicsources, Srila Prabhupada
observed that knowledge acquired
by empirical methods is infected
with four defects: mistakes, cheat-
ing, illusion, and imperfect senses.

The best way to acquire knowl-
edge, Srila Prabhupada said, is to
accept knowledge from a person
beyond the defects of the empirical
method. That personis the Supreme
Lord, who has given us perfect
knowledge in His words, asrecorded in
the Vedas and transmitted by chains of |
bona fide spiritual masters.
In Easy Journey to Other Planets, |
Srila Prabhupada repeats the essence |
of such true knowledge, given by the
Lord Himself: “Lord Krsna instructs
that all the planets within the material
universe are destroyed at the end of

4,300,000 X 1,000 X2 X 30 X 12 X100 |
solar years ... The living entity, how- |

ever,is constitutionally an antimaterial

particle. But unless he elevates himself |

to the region of the antimaterial worlds
by cultivation of antimaterial activi-
ties, he is destroyed materially at the
annihilation of the material worlds and

is subject to take rebirth in a material |

shape with the rebirth of a new mate-
rial universe. In other words, he is sub-

Srila Prabhupada’s “frog in the well”

ject to the pains of repeated births and
deaths.

“Only those living entities who take
to the loving service of the Personality
of Godhead during the manifested
stage of material life are undoubtedly
transferred to the antimaterial worlds
after quitting the material body. Im-
mortality is obtained only by those
who return to Godhead by practice of
antimaterial activities.”

Ultimately, Prabhupada opposed
the conclusions of materialistic scien-
tists because those conclusions discour-
age people from taking up antimaterial

activities that can deliver one from the
cycle of birth and death. Misguided by
scientific teachings that deny or down-
play the existence of God and the soul,
people engage in material activities that
keep one in ignorance of one’s true

analogy
illustrates the limits of scientific investigation.

spiritualidentity and keep one fromre- |
turning to one’s original spiritual home. |

RECRUITING HELP

In 1960, when Srila Prabhupada
published Easy Journey to Other Plan-
ets, he was alone. He would not remain
so for long. In 1965 he journeyed to the
United States, arriving in New York,
and founded the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness. He trained
his followers in the basic teachings and
practices of devotion to Krsna. By the

62 BACKTO GODHEAD = MARCH/ APRIL 1996

1970s his movement had grown consid-
erably, and its activities had become
more varied.

In 1971, Srila Prabhupada began
to converse on scientific topics with
Thoudam Damodar Singh, a graduate
student in biochemistry who had be-
come attracted to Prabhupada’s teach-
ings. The young scientist later became
a disciple of Srila Prabhupada, and
received the name Svartipa Damodara
Dasa. In conversations with Svartipa
Damodara and others, Srila Prabhu-
pada outlined his critique of modern
science and asked his scientifically

trained followers to develop it in
detail. Svariipa Damodara (now
Bhaktisvartipa Damodara Swami)
. responded positively, and in 1975
he and other disciples founded
the Bhaktivedanta Institute. Srila
Prabhupada wanted the Institute
members to challenge erroneous
scientific teachings andintelligently
present the correct Vedic ones.
Srila Prabhupada’s vision for
giving spiritual knowledge through
science was variegated. He wanted
members of the Bhaktivedanta In-
stitute to lecture boldly at colleges
and universities, stage debates, or-
ganize conferences, set up educa-
tional institutions, publish books
and journals, build museums and
planetariums. In his personal ex-
changes with scientists, sometimes
he boldly challenged, sometimes
he manifested tolerance and kind-
ness. Asit has not been possible for
anysingle follower of Srila Prabhupada
to encompass all of his moods and strat-
egies, different followers have concen-
trated on different aspects of his vision.
But they are all acting for one purpose
—to carry on Srila Prabhupada’s work
of establishing the truth about reality
for the welfare of the entire world. €3

BSE(] BSEATULIG Aq Sunuieg

Drutakarma Dasa (Michael A. Cremo)
is a member of the Bhaktivedanta Insti-
tute, specializing in the history and phi-
losophy of science. His recent books
include Forbidden Archeology (writ-
ten with Richard L. Thompson) and
Divine Nature: A Spiritual Perspec-
tive on the Environmental Crisis (writ-
ten with Mukunda Goswami). He has
been one of the editors of Back to
Godhead since 1977.



The Hare Krsna Calendar

This calendar is calculated for
Sridham Mayapur, West Bengal,
India. Dates may vary by one day
for other locations. Consult your
local Hare Krsna temple for the
exact dates for your area.

Month of Govinda
(February 5-March 5)

MARCH

1—Amalaki-vrata Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

2—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Madhavendra Purl, the spiritual
master of Lord Caitanya’s spiritual
master.

5—Sri Gaura Pirnima, the appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Sr1 Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu, who is Krsna
Himself in the role of His own devo-
tee. Fasting till moonrise, followed by
feasting.

Month of Visnu
(March 6-April 4)

13—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Srivasa Pandita, one of Lord Cai-
tanya’s principal associates.

16—Papamocani Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

24—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Ramanujacarya, a Vaisnava philo-
sopher and spiritual master who
appeared in the eleventh century.

28—Sri Rama Navami, the appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Rama-
candra. Fasting till sunset, followed
by feasting.

30—Kamada Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

APRIL

4—Sri Krsna Vasanta Rasa, Lord
Krsna’s springtime rasa dance.
Balarama Rasa Yatra, Lord Bala-
rama’s rasa dance. Appearance anni-

versary of Srila Syamananda Pandita,

a follower of the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana.

Month of Madhusudana
(April 5-May 3)

13—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Vrndavana Dasa Thakura, the
author of Sri Caitanya Bhagavata, a
biography on Lord Caitanya.

14—Varuthini Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

17—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Gadadhara Pandita, one of Lord
Caitanya’s principal associates.

| 20—Start of Candana Yatra, the fes-

tival of anointing Lord Jagannatha
with sandalwood pulp for twenty-one
days.

27—Appearance anniversary of Sri-
mati Sita Devi, the consort of Lord
Ramacandra. Appearance anniver-
sary of Srimati Jahnava Devi, the
consort of Lord Nityananda Prabhu.
Disappearance anniversary of Srila
Madhu Pandita, a great devotee of
Lord Caitanya.

29—Mohini Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

30—Rukmini Dvadasi, the appear-
ance anniversary of Srimati Rukmini
Devi, the consort of Lord Krsna as
Dvarakadisa, the Lord of Dvaraka.

MAY

1—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Jayananda Prabhu, a dedicated
follower of Srila Prabhupada who

helped him bring the Rathayatra
festival to the Western world.

2—Nrsimha Caturdasi, the appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Nrsimha-
deva, Lord Krsna’s half-man, half-
lion incarnation. Fasting till dusk,
followed by feasting. Appearance
anniversary of Srila Madhavendra
Puri, the spiritual master of Lord
Caitanya’s spiritual master. Appear-
ance anniversary of Srila Srinivasa
Acarya, a follower of the six
Gosvamis of Vrndavana. Disap-
pearance anniversary of Srila
Paramesvara Puri, an associate of
Lord Caitanya.

Month of Trivikrama
(May 4-June 1)

7—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Ramananda Raya, an intimate

| associate of Lord Caitanya.

13—Apara Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

14—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Vrndavana Dasa Thakura, author of
Sri Caitanya Bhagavata, a biography
on Lord Caitanya.

28—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Baladeva Vidyabhiisana, a
prominent spiritual master in the
Gaudiya Vaisnava sampradaya
(disciplic succession), and the author
of Govinda Bhasya, an important
commentary on the Vedanta-sitra.
Appearance anniversary of Srimati
Gangamata Gosvamini, a prominent
woman spiritual master in the
Gaudiya Vaisnava sampradaya.

29—Bhima Nirjala Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

31—Srila Raghunatha Dasa Go-
svami’s chipped-rice-and-yogurt
festival at Panthati.
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Vedic Thoughts

This life is tottering like
a drop of water on a lotus petal.
Therefore you should always
serve and worship
the divine feet of Lord Krsna.

—Govinda Dasa Kaviraja
Bhajahiit Re Mana

*

For one who sees Me everywhere

and sees everything in Me, I am never lost,

nor is he ever lost to Me.

—Lord Sri Krsna
Bhagavad-gita 6.30

*

K_rsr_na is all-attractive,
but pure devotional service attracts
even Him. This means that
pure devotional service is even

transcendentally stronger

than Krsna, because
itis Krsna’s internal potency.
—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Prabhupada
The Nectar of Devotion, p. 4
'S

Every spot on earth
where discourses on God are held
1s a place of pilgrimage.
—Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
Lecture in Dacca, 1936

*

It one fails to remember
Vasudeva [Krsna] even for a moment,
that is the greatest loss,
that is the greatest illusion,
and that is the greatest anomaly.

Visnu Purana

Simp]y hearing
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta submissively
will free one’s heart from
all the faults of ignorance, and thus
one will achieve deep love for Krsna.
This is the path of peace.

_—Sﬁla Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami
Sri Caitanya-caritamria, Adi-lila 1.107

L 4

It is better to renounce
things for the sake of the eternal
when faced with the
ultimate destruction of the body
and everything related to it.

—Canakya Pandita
Canakya-niti-Sastra

L 3

What is the value of a prolonged life
which is wasted, inexperienced
by years in this world?
Better a moment of full consciousness,
because that gives one a start in
searching after his supreme interest.

~I—Srila Sukadeva Gosvami
Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.1.12

+*

The most advanced devotee
sees within everything the soul of all souls,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Sii Krsna. Consequently he sees
everything in relation to
the Supreme Lord and understands
that everything that exists
is eternally situated within the Lord.

4 —Sri Havir Rsi
Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.2.45

Do you have Vedic thoughts you'd like to share? Send your favorite quotations to:
Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, PO. Box 430, Alachua, FIL. 32616



All That Lies Between

« A POEM FOR SRILA PRABHUPADA -

by Kalakantha Dasa

You could have stayed in Vrndavana,
Where chanting is most sweet,

Or moved to holy Navadvipa,

In spiritual retreat.

Your Godbrothers had temples there
With room enough for you

To sit and preach each Gaura Purnima
To a visitor or two.

You could have said, “It’s Krsna’s will—
My visa was denied;

[ may have failed, but now I know,

At least, that I have tried.”

Your patron said you'd die abroad;
Your Godbrother just scoffed;

You could have said, “Who’ll meet the boat

And guide me safely off?”

You could have had one look at us

And said, “What have I done?”

And caught the next boat back to home,
Unblamed by anyone.

“The Westerners,” you could have said,
“Can go to hell and stay.”

Who would have disagreed with you?
We were well on our way.

Instead you laid your final years
Like flowers at Krsna’s feet,
Siddhanta’s smile your hidden guide,
Thakura’s vision in reach.

Producing eighty volumes

As you guided us along,

You showed us how to cook prasada
And preach Lord Krsna’s song.

And as we preach, the boys and girls
From every land on earth

Come forth to serve you, Prabhupada,
Renewed in second birth.

*

I could have been a doctor,

Had I but stayed in school;

Might have made a couple million,
Built a fancy house and pool.

I could have written novels,
Legislated laws and rules;

I could have been a music star;
I could have just been cool.

Instead I laid my youthful years
Like flowers at your feet;
Malpouras caused my interest,
Samosds my defeat.

My Dad said, “Son, you're brainwashed!”
My friend said, “You're a fool!™

My shortfalls as a Vaisnava

Numbered many, victories few.

Reflecting on my bygone youth,

(As at mid-life one is prone,)

[ wouldn’t trade your glance for gold,
Your words for precious stones.

*

This morning on the japa trail,

The northern star shone down;

So fixed and true, it seemed like you,
With devas circling round.

But dawn concealed that heavenly stage
And lit a wintry scene,

Of all T am, and all you are,

And all that lies between.



MAY 25-27 New Vrindaban, W. V.
Memorial Day Festival

JUNE 8 New York City
Festival of India (Central Park)

JUNE 9 New York City
Festival of India (Tompkins Square Park)

JUNE 15 New York City
Rathayatra & Festival of India

JUNE 16 New York City

et
- Srila Prabhupada Reunion (26 2nd Ave.)
r I a JULY 1 Ottowa, Canada

Festival of India

—
Prabhupada ;.
Rathayatra & Festival of India
e JULY 13-14 Montreal, Quebee
e n e n n I a Rathayatra & Festival of India

JULY 20-21 Toronto, Ontario

@
Fe st \ £ I S Rathayatra & Festival of India

JULY 27-28 Denver., Colorado
for North America*

Rathayatra & Festival of India

AUGUST 4 Los Angeles
Rathayatra & Festival of India

AUGUST 11 San Francisco
Rathayatra & Festival of India

AUGUST 24-25 Vancouver, B.C.

Rathayitra & Festival of India

SEPTEMBER 4-5 Vancouver, B.C.
Sri Krsna Janmastami &

Srila Prabhupada’s Vyasa Paja
SEPTEMBER 15 San Diego, California
Rathayatra & Festival of India
SEPTEMBER 28-29 Boston
Rathayatra & Festival of India
NOVEMBER 1-3 Miami, Florida
Rathayatra & Festival of India

*k Some of these festivals are not
vet confirmed. For exact dates

and schedules or to learn about
other Srila Prabhupada Centennial
Celebrations in your area, please
contact your local Hare Krsna
temple, or write to:

Festival of India
Rt.1. Box 96
Sandy Ridge, NC 27046

NEW YORK RATHAYATRA





