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FROM THE EDITOR

The Evil Computer

YES, I'VE GOT ONE. Use it all the time.
And I've been close to them for more than
twenty years, since the days when we first
computerized our typesetting. They save
lots of work, and make the impossible
possible.

But they’re dangerous, devilish ma-
chines, and we use them at our peril. I’'m not
talking about low-level radiation, or the
computer’srole in weapons of mass destruc-
tion. What I have in mind is its role in mass
distraction.

Here I am with a short human lifetime,
and somehow, by good fortune, I've dis-
covered it’s meant for spiritual realization.
But for spiritual perfection one needs to
focus tightly. One has to mold one’s life in
such a way that one constantly remembers
the Supreme, or Krsna.

In the present age, therefore, the Vedic
sages have recommended we focus our
minds on the Absolute, on Krsna, through
the chanting of transcendental sound, as
foundin the Hare Krsnamantra: Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.
As soon as we say “Krsna,” we’re at once in
touch with Krsna, so meditation becomes
Very easy.

We can chant Hare Krsna, talk about
Krsna, hear about Krsna, remember Krsna,
serve Krsna. And in this way we can absorb
ourselves in Krsna consciousness and attain
the perfection of life.

But Maya says no—Maya, “the illusory
energy,” the force whose job it is to distract
us from what’s real and enchant us with
what’s false, to draw us away from spirit and
keep our eyes on matter.

“Here,” she says, “have a computer.”
And a wonderful thing it is. You can cal-

culate, simulate, innovate, communicate.
The French were perhaps the first to dis-
coveryoucaneven useittofornicate. (When
France got its homes all wired up with the
Minitel, a little box that tells you train sche-
dules, checks your bank account, and what-
not, the clever French soon found more
colorful uses—they came up with “la mes-
sagerie rose,

But even apart from la messagerie rose,
the computer is an invitation to illusion.
The Vedic sages say the main illusions we
get hooked on are two: “I am the enjoyer”
and “I am the controller.” And for being
the controller, the computer is great. You
give it instructions, commands. You figure
out how to make it do things. You point and

o

" a sort of online brothel.)

And soon, as with the television, as with
the car, you think you’ve got a computer,
but in fact the computer has you.

Soon our minds are there, deepinssilicon,
preoccupied with chip speed, disk drives,
memory, modems, operating systems, appli-
cations, upgrades, viruses, bugs. We meet
with our friends and talk hardware, software.

And what happened to spiritual realiza-
tion? What happened to Krsna? Forgotten.
For hours at a time, days at a time, entire
lifetimes . . .

Computers are great—Ilike everything
material, we can use them for Krsna. Then
they have spiritual value. But as with every-
thing material, we should use them with
constant mindfulness of Krsna, or we’ll end
up used by Maya. We need to stay focused
undistractedly on Krsna, the ultimate goal
of life. Atthe end of life, our computer won'’t
save us. Krsna will.

Hare Krsna.

— Jayadvaita Swami
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Letters

Many Questions

I have been reading your books, but
still they raise many questions. For
instance, Krsna consciousness seems
to build entirely on the teachings

of Lord Caitanya and assumes it has
all truths. Especially the total
emphasis on chanting. I have read
other books on the history of religion
in India, and in some Lord Caitanya
isn’t even mentioned, though many
other teachers are. I'm wondering
why.

I still think you're too literal in
interpretation, like Christians who
believe that every word in the Bible
is exactly true and given by God
through Jesus. True believers or
fanatics cause a lot of trouble in this
world. They are certain of their
rightness, and much blood has been
shed in the name of religion.

Betty Brown
Santa Maria, California

OUR REPLY: For many years
Western scholars failed to recognize
the importance of Lord Caitanya, so
their books scarcely mentioned Him.
But in the last two decades, with the
spread of the Hare Krsna movement,
Lord Caitanya has come prominently
to scholarly attention. More recent
books, therefore, discuss Lord
Caitanya extensively, and several
scholars have specialized in Lord
Caitanya and His teachings.

It was on well-established scrip-
tural grounds that Lord Caitanya
emphasized chanting Hare Krsna.
Lord Caitanya’s teachings are in fact
the essential teachings of the Vedic
literature, presented for the modern
age in a cogent and practical form.

The disciples who followed Lord
Caitanya wrote many books offering
strong logical arguments for accept-
ing Lord Caitanya’s teachings as true
and correct. And when Srila Prabhu-
pada brought Krsna consciousness to
the West, he made these books the
basis of his movement.

To accept what these books say as
literally true is not a fault. An
authority, after all, is a source of
knowledge one regards as reliable

enough to accept as is. For example,
we accept without need of interpre-
tation what we find in a good map,

a dependable text on science, or a
book of recipes written by an expert
cook. The followers of Lord Caitanya
have argued persuasively that the
Vedic teachings should similarly be
accepted.

Without philosophy, religion easily
becomes fanaticism. And as you say,
fanatics cause trouble. They do so in
the name of religion, of country, of
freedom, democracy, peace, revolu-
tion, conscience, safety, love, busi-
ness, security—you name it, some
fanatic has spilled blood for it.

Lord Caitanya therefore taught a
philosophy of love for God with a
strong underpinning of philosophical
undersfanding. And at the same time
He gave the chanting of Hare Krsna,
which cleanses the heart of the
passion and ignorance that allow lust

| for bloodshed to drag people down

from love for truth.

On the Way to Krsna
Thank you for your article “Srila
Prabhupada’s Speaks Out” in the
March/April issue, where Srila
Prabhupada speaks with a represen-
tative of an impersonalist movement.

Being influenced by older family
members, | was once affiliated with
an impersonalist movement for
almost nine years. Originally my
impression was that the studies of |
this movement would bring me closer
to God, but to the contrary I felt
myself becoming more alienated
from God. I eventually decided to
leave, vowing to unlearn everything I
learned from them. Needless to say, I
was disappointed, disturbed, angry,
sad, and confused.

Years later I took it upon myself
to assist in a family crisis which was

so disturbing that I had no answers to |

offer. I had reached the point of
desperation when I came across an
ISKCON TV program one Saturday
afternoon. I was immediately
attracted to the pictures of Krsna and
Srila Prabhupada, and to the music of
Brahma-samhita. At the conclusion
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of the program I called the phone
number provided and arranged to
obtain a copy of Bhagavad-gita
As It Is.

I had known of Bhagavad-gita for
some time but was never moved to
read it until now. This was surely the
right time, for not only did I start to
read, I also began my spiritual rela-
tionship with Srila Prabhupada.
became completely convinced that
Lord Krsna is the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead and that Srila
Prabhupada is Krsna’s representative
and a bona fide spiritual master
whereas the so-called masters of the
impersonalists are all bogus.

From just reading the first few
chapters I was able to put my family’s
problems in perspective and to happily
prepare for the birth of my daughter.

It took some months, but I was able
to complete my reading, with Srila
Prabhupada’s spiritual encouragement.
Since then I have prayed daily for his
guidance in my spiritual progress. and
by his grace my household and I are
progressing every day in Krsna
consciousness.

I would like to take this opportunity
to thank all the devotees and sponsors
for their work in “On the Way to
Krsna” on Vision TV Canada. All
glories to Srila Prabhupada!

R. Jameer-Spencer
Mississauga, Ontario

Brilliant!
Back to Godhead magazine is brilliant!
I look forward to every issue.

I am a student at King’s College in
London, U.K. I just received the Jan/
Feb issue and noticed your e-mail
address, so I couldn’t wait to offer my
pranamas [respects] unto you. I'd just
like to say thank you and keep up the
good work.

Jaya Srila Prabhupada!

Shatish Tailor
E-mail: zdkj053@kcl.ac.uk

Plaudits from Poland

I'm a twenty-three-year-old Polish
student. I've been interested in bhakti-
yoga since the summer of 1991, when I
bought Bhagavad-gita As It Is. 1 visited



a few Polish Hare Krsna temples, the
Polish farm (New Santipura), and
many ISKCON temples in west
Europe as well. [ started to chant the
maha-mantra, became a vegetarian,
and so on.

Since March 93 I've been a fortu-
nate subscriber to Back to Godhead
magazine. [t's a wonderful and
enlightening magazine. I enjoy it
very, very much. You're doing impor-
tant service for the whole earth. I'm
sure of this. I wish you all the best in
spreading His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada’s
mission. Let Lord Caitanya, who is
God Himself, bless you millions of
times-and more.

Maciek Bielawski
Zabne, Poland

Thanks for Helping Restore Respect
[Written to our columnist Ravi
Gupta.] I am writing to thank you for
the inspiring article you wrote in the
May/June issue of BTG, “Restoring
Our Respect for Sadhus.” It was very
clear and informative, with proper
support of guru, sastra [scripture],
and sadhu [saintly persons].

How important it is for us practic-
ing devotees to be consistently
attentive to Vaisnava [Krsna con-
scious] etiquette and behavior as
taught by Srila Prabhupada and the
Vaisnava sampradaya [community of
teachers].

Tusta Krsna Dasa
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Good Compass
One thing we know for sure is this:
Living at longitude this and latitude
that equals absolute hell if you don’t
have a good compass. So we want
to thank you for the nice presenta-
tions in BTG that keep us pointed in
the right direction, like “Vedic
Thoughts.”
Pracetas Dasa and family
Ft. Kent, Maine

Slipped Citation

In my article on the ontology of the
Bhagavad-gita, recently published in
BTG, I stated that [ had personally

translated all of the many dozens of
verses cited from the Gita. However,
my godbrother Riktananda Dasa has
pointed out to me that in fact I have
used Prabhupada’s translation for
verse 7.23 and that my translation of
verse 4.6 includes portions of Srila
Prabhupada’s translation. | am sorry
for the unintentional oversight in my
citation.

Hridayananda Dasa Goswami

Cambridge, Massachusetts

Pass (up) the Chives
I have a question about the March/

[ April issue of BTG. In Yamuna

Devi’s recipe for French-Herb

Cheese, she lists chives as an ingredi-
ent. Chives are in the onion family
and I assume not offerable to Krsna.
Please comment on this.
Sandhini Devi Dasi
Bangor, Maine

YAMUNA DEVI REPLIES: You're
right—chives are onions and not
offerable to Krsna. Sorry for the

error. €3

We'd like to hear from you. Send
correspondence to: The Editors, Back
to Godhead, P O. Box 430, Alachua,
FL 32615, USA. Fax: (904) 462-7893.
E-mail: editors@iskcon.com

For the pleasure of Sri Sri Radha-Damodara!

THE FIRST ANNUAL

Kartika Festival

at Gita Nagari Village, Port Royal, Pennsylvania

GUEST SPEAKERS

October 6-November 6:
Dhanurdhara Swami—The Nectar of Devotion
October 6-November 6:
Romapada Swami—Bhagavad-gita, Ch. 7-12, and other topics
October 6-8:
Ravindra Svariipa Déasa—The Cure of Souls in Vaisnava Communities
October 9-15:
Jadurani Devi Dasi—Sri Brahma-samhita
October 30-November 4:
Bhaktitirtha Swami—To be announced.

SPECIAL EVENTS

October 20-22:
Reunion of Radha-Damodara’s devotees from around the world
October 24:
Govardhana Pija and Go-pija
October 27:
Srila Prabhupada’s Disappearance Day

(Other speakers and special events to be announced)

For more information on schedules or accommodations,
call Vrajalila Devi Dasi at 1-717-527-4250),
or Baladeva Vidyabhuisana Dasa at 1-800-669-4845
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Fix Your Mind
On Krsna

There’s only one sure way to control the mind’s desires.

A lecture given in Bombay on January 4, 1975, by

His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society
For Krishna Consciousness

vaikarikad vikurvanan
manas-tattvam ajayata

vat-sankalpa-vikalpabhyam
vartate kama-sambhavah

From the false ego of goodness, another
transformation takes place. From this
evolves the mind, whose thoughts and re-
flections give rise to desire.

— Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.26.27

HE MIND IS material because it is

a product of the transformation of

the mode of goodness. Gradually,
being contaminated by different kinds of
material desires, the mind becomes de-
graded. Kama esa krodha esa rajo-guna-
samudbhavah. When the mind deterior-
ates, from the standard of goodness it
comes to rajo-guna. Rajo-gunameans lusty
desires, unending desires. And if desires
are not fulfilled. then there is krodha,
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anger. In this way, kama krodha lobha mo-
ha matsarya—-lust, anger, greed, illusion,
and envy—become prominent, and we
become the servant of these propensities.

This gradual degradation of the mind is
called illusion. The business of the mind is
sankalpa and vikalpa. Sankalpa means to
decide to dosomething, and vikalpameans
to reject something. Everyone desires
peacefulness of mind, but the nature of the
material mind is sankalpa and vikalpa —
restlessness.

If you can control the senses by the
mystic vogic process, the mechanical en-
deavor to control the mind, then you can
again be placed in the original spiritual
status. That is the purpose of the yoga
system. The yoga system is recommended
for a person whose mind is very restless.

Actually, everyone’s mind is restless.
To bring the mind into a peaceful status is
difficult. As long as desires are there, to



bring the mind to complete peace and
tranquility is impossible. It is impos-
sible because of sankalpa-vikalpa.
Therefore Kaviraja Gosvami writes in
the Caitanya-caritamrta that even per-
sons who act piously are not peaceful. |
There is no question of peace of mind
for the sinful, but even those who act
piously cannot control the mind. And
those who desire to stop material ac-
tivities completely, pious or impious,
also cannot control the mind.

The first group, those interested in
pious activities, are karmis. And those
interested in neither pious activities
nor impious activities want to stop all
kinds of activities. The Buddhist phi-

losophy. forexample, speaks of nirvana:
“Stop the activities of the mind, or

desires.” Butin thatstatus, also, itis not |

possible to control the mind, though
one may try to meditate. Finally, the
yogis also cannot control the mind. So
what tospeak of the ordinary man, who
is interested in neither pious activities
nor liberation nor yogic perfection?

CONTROLLING THE MIND

When Krsna advised Arjuna, in the
sixth chapter of the Bhagavad-gita, to
practice yoga for controlling the mind,
Arjunarefused. Arjunasaid, “My dear
Krsna, You are advising me to control
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the mind by practicing yoga, but I have
no such opportunity, because | am a
family man. I am also a politician, a
member of the royal family. I have to
see to the administration of the king-
dom. And besides that, in family life I
have to seek my material interest. So
how is it possible for me to control the
mind?” Arjuna flatly said:

caficalam hi manah krsna
pramathi balavad drdham

tasyaham nigraham manye
vayor iva suduskaram

“My dear Krsna, I think the mind is
very, veryrestless.” Canicalanmhimanah
krsna. “Like a madman.” Pramathi.
“Anditis verystrong. I want to control
the mind, but it does not come under
my control. Thatis my position. There-
fore, although You are asking me to
control the mind, I think that is more
difficult than controlling the wind.”
Tasyaharm nigraham manye vayor iva
suduskaram.

Suppose there is a very strong wind,

| a cyclone. If you want to stop it, that
| will not be possible. Arjuna compared

the mind to a cyclone. How can such a
mind be controlled? So Arjunarejected
Krsna’s proposal that Arjuna should
control his mind. But to encourage
Arjuna, Krsna said that Arjuna should
not be disappointed: Because Arjuna’s
mind was always engaged in the lotus
feet of Krsna, Arjuna is the best of all
yogis.

YOgIindm api sarvesari
mad-gatenantar-atmana

sraddhavan bhajate yo mam
sa me yuktatamo matah

Krsna encouraged Arjuna: “Don’t
be disappointed, because your mind is
always engaged in Me.” Arjuna might
be anything, but he was always think-
ing of Krsna. He was always associat-
ing with Krsna. He did not know
anything else but Krsna. That is the
position of the first-class yogi. Other-
wise, to control the mind from kama,
krodha, lobha, moha, matsarya is not
possible. You have to change the posi-
tion of such activities.

Here it is said kama-sambhavah.
Kama means “desire.” The mind is
restless, always desiring something. So



Some teachers say, "Become desireless.”
No, that is not possible. How can 1? If | become
desireless I die. As long as | am a living entity,

I must desire. I cannot check desiring.

the best policy to control the mindis to | material nature is so strong that it will

desire to spread Krsna consciousness.
Narottama Dasa Thakura has said,
kamah krsna-karmarpane: engage your
desires by working for Krsna.

Youcannot be free from desire. That
is notpossible. Some teachers say, “Be-
come desireless.” No, that is not pos-
sible. How can I? If I become desireless
[ die. As long as [ am a living entity, |
must desire. I cannot check desiring.
At present we desire to become happy
in the material world, to acquire so
much money, to acquire this, to acquire
that—that is kama, desire. But if you
engage your mind in Krsna’s service by
thinking of how to spread Krsna con-
sciousness, how to convince people
about Krsna, how to take them to
Krsna’s desire—if you go on making
plans for spreading Krsna conscious-
ness—then your mind is controlled.

You cannot stop desire. That is not
possible. The mind’s position is to de-
sire. I desire something, and if I find it
not very palatable, then I reject it, and
I accept another desire.

You cannot keep the mind vacant
even for a moment. If by force you try
to do that, you are simply laboring.
Therefore Lord Krsnasays, kleso "dhik-
ataras tesam avyaktasakia-cetasam: to
engage your mind in the impersonal or
void is very, very difficult.

BUSY MAKING PLANS

Everyone is making plans based on
desires. In our central government in
India, there is a planning commission.
For the last twenty years they are sim-
ply making plans, and no plan has be-
come successful; every plan fails. One
result, for example, is that rice, our
staple food, has risen dramatically—to
eight rupees per kilogram.

As long as you are materially af-
fected and making plans to get free,

baffle all your plans and you will have
to remain perpetually restless. You
make a plan, and it is baffled by the
stringent laws of nature. And at last—
making plans, making plans, making
plans—one day Time comes and or-
ders, “Please vacate your presidency,
your prime ministership.”

A man will try to make successful
plans up to the point of death—pralay-
anta. And then he will entrust every-
thing to his family. He'll say, “My dear
son, my dear daughter, I could not
fulfill this plan,soyou doit. Now I hand
it over to you.” And the son also goes
on making plans, plans, plans. But the
plans will never be fulfilled.

That 1s the verdict of the sastra,
scripture: durdasayda ve bahir-artha-
maninah. Durasayd means “success is
impossible.” Therefore sankalpa-
vikalpa—acceptingsome plan and then
rejecting it—is going on perpetually.
The plans will never be fulfilled, but for
making plans I perpetually give
up one body and accept another. I
give up residence on one planet and

| go to another:

ardhvam gacchanti sattva-stha
madhye tisthanti rajasah
jaghanya-guna-vytti-stha
adho gacchanti tamasah

There are plans in the modes of
goodness, passion, and ignorance. Dif-
ferent plans give different kinds of body
and different residential quarters in
different planets.

We have experience even in Bom-
bay. If a man is living here in Bombay
for fifty years, how many plans he
has made and how many apartments
he has changed. And still, his plan-
making business is going on.

Just as this plan-making business

is going on in this span of life, it is |

going on life after life. Intelligent per-
sons should understand how to stop
this unlimited plan-making business.
Athato brahma-jijiasa. That is life
when one is inquisitive to know the
broader plan, the Brahman plan. Brah-
man means “the biggest.” If one be-
comes inquisitive about the biggest
plan, one’s real life begins.

With ordinary inquisitiveness we
ask, “What is the price of rice today?”
or “Whatis the situation of the strike?
What is the situation of this, that?”
That you can ask from the newspaper

| orfromanyone. Butfor brahma-jijiiasa,
| inquiry about Brahman, the greatest,

where shall youinquire? Will you go to
the exchange market or some other

| market? No. Tad-vijaanartham sa

gurum evabhigacchetr. That is the in-
junction of the Vedas: You must find a
guru. Samit-panih srotrivarm brahma-
nistham. The guru’s qualification is
brahma-nistham, “fixed in Brahman.”
And srotriyam: one who has heard
from the disciplic succession is guru,
not just any magician.

Krsna is the original guru. He is
the guru of Brahma, the first created
being. Who can be a better guru than
Krsna? Tene brahma hrda ya adi-
kavaye. He instructed Brahma, Brah-
ma instructed Narada, and Narada
instructed Vyasadeva. And Vyasadeva
has given us so many books of Vedic
literature. Thatis called the parampara
system, disciplic succession.

Vyasadeva gave us four Vedas:
Sama, Yajur, Rg, and Atharva. He then
explained them in the 108 Upanisads
and summarized them in Vedanta-
sittra. Then he explained Vedanta-sitra
by writing Srimad-Bhagavatam. In
every chapter of Srimad-Bhagavatam
you will find Vyasadeva’s statement
brahma-sitra-bhasya, “commentary
on Brahma-sitra, or Vedanta-siitra.”

The Brahma-sitra-bhasya, the
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commentary on Vedanta-siitra, is not
gmikzlrﬁcﬁrya’s bhasya, known as
S(:'rirm’(u—bh(?.}'yﬂ. That commentary
is artificial. Brahma-siitra was writ-
ten by Vyasadeva, and because he
knew that in the future so many ras-
cals would misinterpret it, he per-
sonally compiled the bhasya. That
is the Srimad-Bhagavatam. Bhasyari
brahma- sitranam vedartha-paribrii-
hitam: “The meaning of the Vedas is
completely described in Srimad-
Bhagavatam, the original commentary
on Brahma-siitra.”
Srimad-Bhagavatam begins with
the words of Brahma-sitra: jivasya
tattva-jijnasa. As the Brahma-siitrasays
athato brahma-jijiasa, the Bhagava-
tam says jivasya tattva-jijiiasa: “The liv-
ing entity’s only business is to inquire
about the Absolute Truth.” Nartho yas
ceha karmabhih: “No other business.”

REAL DHARMA

Generally people think, “By becom-
ing religious we shall become economi-

The best thing is to fix
your mind on Krsna, in Krsna consciousness.
Then you will be happy,
the mind always engaged in Krsna’s business,
planning how to satisfy Krsna.

into the existence of the Absolute.”
Sridhara Svami says that such thinking
is cheating because you cannot become
one with the Supreme. As it is said in
the Bhagavad-gita, mamaivamso jiva-
loke jiva-bhiitah sanatanah: you are
part and parcel of the Supreme. How
can you become one?

Krsna says in the Gita, “My dear
Arjuna, I, you, and all the soldiers and
kings assembled on this battleficld
were the same individuals in the past,
are individuals now, and will continue
to remain individuals.” So where is
there oneness? In the past, present,
and future the individuality 1s there.

Snuffing out individuality is a con-
coction. It is called spiritual suicide. If
a man becomes disappointed and cuts
his own throat or hangs himself or
takes poison, does that mean he is fin-
ished? By putting an end to the body

does he put an end to himself? No,

callydeveloped.” If you actually follow |

dharma, or religious principles, eco-
nomic development will come. There
is no doubt. But we do not know what
dharma is. That is the difficulty. That
we have to learn from Krsna—athdto
brahma-jijiasa—from the guru. And
what does the guru say? What does
Krsna say? Sarva-dharman parityajya
mam ekam Saranam vraja: “Give up all
so-called religion and just surrender
unto Me.” That is dharma. Anything
else is all cheating.

Dharmal projjhita-kaitavah atra.
Kaitava means “cheating.” And Sri-
dhara Svami, the original commenta-
toron the Bhagavatam, says, “Moksais
also cheating.” Moksa means thinking,
“I shall make myself void. I shall finish
my individual existence. I shall merge

10

that is not possible. He is a rascal, be-
cause he does not know na hanyate
hanyamane sarire: *“The self is not slain
when the body is slain.” The result

| committed suicide. But the desire is

of his suicide is that because he vio- |

lated the rules of nature he becomes
a ghost. That is his life. One who com-
mits suicide becomes a ghost. He does
not get a gross material body; rather,
he remains in the subtle body of mind
and intelligence.

Therefore a ghost can go anywhere
very quickly because he is in the mind.
Mind speed is very swift. If you have a
gross material body you cannot go at
once a hundred miles off. Butif you are
in the mental body, you can go a thou-
sand miles within a second. So ghosts
can do wonderful things. But they are
not happy, because they have no gross
body. They want to enjoy. The ghost is
a materialist. He has committed sui-
cide for some material want. He could
not fulfill that want in his body, so he
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still there, and he cannot fulfill it. He
becomes perplexed. Therefore ghosts
sometimes create disturbances.

ENGAGING THE MIND

Desires cannot be finished. Kama-
sambhavah. Therefore the best thingis
to fix your mind on Krsna, in Krsna
consciousness. Then you will be happy,
the mind always engaged in Krsna’s
business, planning how tosatisfy Krsna.

That is intelligence. Krsna wants
everyone tosurrender unto Him. When
Krsna says, sarva-dharman parityajya
mam ekam Saranam vraja, He does
not speak only to Arjuna; He speaks
to everyone. So that is Krsna’s desire,
and if you want to serve Krsna. to fulfill
His desire, that means you canvass
everyone to surrender to Krsna. That
is preaching. Krsna wants it. He has
declared so.

Your business is to satisfy Krsna.
Why don’t you do it? Why are you
aspiring after mukti, siddhi, and bhukti
—liberation, mystic perfection, and
material enjoyment?

Anyone executing pious activities,
acquiring punya, will go to the heav-
enly planets. That is sense gratifica-
tion. In the heavenly planets you live
for many thousands of years, many
millions of years, and get the associa-
tion of apsaras, or celestial dancing
girls, a very nice standard of life, and so
on. These are all personal comforts,
bhukti. To go to the heavenly planets
means to achieve a standard of life
millions of times better than on this
planet. This planetis Bhurloka. As you
go up and up you come to Bhuvarloka,
Svarloka, Janaloka, Maharloka, Tapo-
loka, Brahmaloka—so many lokas, or
planets. Urdhvam gacchantisattva-stah:

(please turn to page 45)



LESSONS FROM THE ROAD

L@ “Your Material Formulas
N will Not Help You”

by Satsvariipa Dasa Goswami

RILA PRABHUPADA told us that

a devotee doesn’t make plans. As
a matter of fact, he said that not
making plans is the first symptom of a
person fixed in Krsna consciousness.
How can he live without making
plans? He depends on Krsna.

Often when people hear that, they
think it’s utopian. That’s because the
ability to depend solely on Krsna
belongs to a devotee who is very
advanced. An advanced devotee may
not even make arrangements for
financial security. His only plan is to
depend on Krsna.

There are many stories in the
scriptures that point to success in
depending on Krsna. Narada Muni
once came across a hunter named
Mrgari. When Mrgari surrendered to
Narada, Narada instructed him to
break his bow. But his bow was his
livelihood. If he broke his bow, how
would he feed his family? Narada
assured him that by not making any
plans and just depending on Krsna,
he would receive everything he
needed.

It turned out that Mrgari became
famous as a hunter-turned-Vaisnava.
Many people came to see for them-
selves the converted hunter and
brought offerings of rice and other
foods. Mrgari had such an abundance
of food that he was able to offer
charity to others.

Devotees should strive for this
kind of dependence on Krsna. Krsna
will take care of us. As Krsna says in
the Bhagavad-gita, we have to give up
desires that arise from mental
concoction and the bodily concept of
life. If we agree that we are Krsna’s
servants, then we should have faith
that He will take care of us.

Srila Prabhupada said that his own
spiritual master thought like that.
Although Srila Bhaktisiddhanta

Sarasvati Thakura was a preacher and
the head of a big religious movement,
he would never speak definitely about
his plans. When asked the details of a
program he was to hold, Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati would say, “Yes,
the lecture will be in the town hall, if
Krsna desires.”

We are sometimes so caught up in
our passionate activities that this kind
of statement frustrates us. Does a
devotee make such a statement out
of laziness or foolishness? A devotee
is always active and alert, and certain-
ly a devotee working under the order
of his spiritual master is not foolish.
Rather, it is because a devotee is
intelligent that he
makes no plans of
his own.

Prabhupada said
a devotee works
under Krsna the
same way an
apprentice works
under a craftsman:
he does only what
his superior tells
him. Even when a
devotee matures,
he always consults
guru and Krsna—
his higher authori-
ties—and does not
act independently.
That is a sign not of
laziness or over-
dependence but of
intelligence.

Here is another
story, this time
from the Rama-
yana. Lord Krsna
in His incarnation
as Lord Rama sent
Hanuman to Lanka
to find Sita. After
searching the whole

SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 1995 « BACK TO GODHEAD

city, he finally found Sita alone in an
asoka garden, met her, and secured
from her a token of her love for
Rama. Hanuman’s mission was ful-
filled, but instead of returning at
once to Rama, Hanuman decided to
do more for his Lord. Therefore he
announced his presence in the city
and single-handedly defied the
demons and set Lanka on fire. Was
he surpassing Rama’s instructions?
No, when Lord Rama saw Hanuman
again, Lord Rama embraced him and
called him the best servant. A first-
class servant uses his intelligence to
serve the heart of his Lord’s instruc-
tions, and while doing so depends on

By setting fire to Lanka and thus doing even more than
Lord Ramahad asked, Hanuman proved himself the greatest
servant of the Lord.
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Krsna for the results.

Being prepared to follow Krsna’s
plan is the platform of steadiness.
When a devotee is on that platform,
the mind’s usual policy of accepting
and rejecting situations based on the
comforts of the body no longer
affects his determination to serve.

All material plans arise from
physical or mental considerations.
Although we devise a plan to make
things better, the new plan just brings
a different way for things to be bad.

A devotee’s only real plan is to
surrender to Krsna and thus become
free of all material misery. The fool,
however, prefers a headache to the
pain he feels in his back but has no
thought of becoming free of all pain.
Srila Prabhupada told a story to
illustrate this point. In India, there is
a type of boatman who pulls boats up
a river by walking the shore with a
rope and lugging the boats along.
One of these boatmen was imagining
he was becoming rich. “When [
become rich, I will cover the banks of
this river with pillows. Then I will no
longer hurt my feet on the pebbles

LORD KRSNA’'’S CUISINE

and thorns as I pull the boats.” He
was so foolish that he didn’t even
realize that his wealth would free him
from having to pull the boats at all.
In the Bhagavad-gita, Krsna says
that the symptom of a man fixed in
transcendence is that he gives up all
varieties of desires. He doesn’t
become desireless, but all his desires
become spiritual. Prabhupada
describes this as “dovetailing the
individual consciousness with the
Superconsciousness.” This is the
natural relationship of the subordi-
nate living entity with the Supreme.
A devotee surrenders his material
desires not because Krsna is more
powerful than he is but because of
love. He depends on Krsna because
he loves Krsna, he trusts Krsna, and
he knows that Krsna wants his sur-
render. Krsna will accept our offer-
ings if they are offered with devotion,
like the item a child offers his father
from the child’s plate at the dinner
table. The child’s offering is insignifi-
cant—the father has already provided
the entire meal—but the father is
touched by the child’s affectionate

COOKING CLASS: LESSON TWENTY

Cooking at the

gesture. This is the mood a devotee
wants to have with Krsna—unselfish,
loving, and interested only in Krsna’s
pleasure. All other desires are simply
plans to increase our suffering,

Our material desires form the blue-
print for our next bodies, and if those
desires are not even the authorized
plans for human behavior, then we will
have to take a lower birth. The fixed
devotee, therefore, sees all material
desires and their results as phantasma-
goria. He knows he can find satisfac-
tion in the self alone. What is satisfying

| to the self? Only service to Krsna.

[n a memo, Prabhupada said to one
devotee: “Your material formulas will

| not help you. Krsna consciousness

means to become mad after Krsna and
to follow the order of the spiritual
master. Why have you missed this
important point?” Therefore, surren-
der is the only plan a devotee makes.

Satsvariipa Dasa Goswami travels
extensively to speak and write abouit
Krsna consciousness. He is the author
of many books, including a six-volume
biography of Srila Prabhupada.

Vaisnava Academy

by Yamuna Devi

TALK ABOUT COOKING up a
storm! I you think preparing
meals for your family is a job,
imagine feeding up to twenty hungry
teenagers every day. That requires
the dedication and commitment of a
special person. So along with a
glance at salads—the next subject in
our cooking class—this month you
get the benefit of a recent chat I had
with one such dedicated person.
Rtadhvaja Swami is the asrama
teacher at the Vaisnava Academy for
Boys in Alachua, Florida. The Aca-
demy draws students from all over

the U.S. His work days average
sixteen hours, with responsibilities
from shopping and cleaning to
gardening and administration.

Yamuna Devi: How do you plan your
menus?
Rtadhvaja Swami: The meals are not
grand or elaborate. They loosely
follow repetitive formulas. The stu-
dents practically grow overnight and
need three substantial meals a day.
Making breakfast is not time
consuming. I make dishes that sim-
mer away in a pot with only an
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occasional stir—grits, oatmeal,
perhaps kicchari [rice-and-dal stew].
Once a week I spend more time and
make pancakes with syrup. Lunch
centers on rice, dal, capatis, vege-
tables. and salad. The students love
the salad. I usually make a salad of
greens with a sour-cream dressing,.
Dinner is early—about five o’clock
—and consists of rice, dal, and a
vegetable. Or rice, a vegetable, and
bread sticks. Or rice. dal, and puris or
capatis. Pasta and pizza are favorites
anytime. The boys love my pizza.
Within this simple framework



there’s plenty of variety.

YD: Can you give examples of that
variety? What changes have you
made in response to the likes or
needs of the students?

RS: We have an organic garden at the
Academy, and a long growing season
in Florida. So I can introduce really
fresh seasonal produce into the
meals. Of course, I take into consid-
eration the requests of parents. If |
left it up to the students, they would
cal sweets, sweets, and that’s it. [
work two sweet meals into the
weekly menus—pancakes and syrup,
and oatmeal. And on Sunday they
can relish rich dishes at the Sunday
feast. Students with a strong sweet
tooth can always satisfy it by render-
ing temple service in exchange for
maha-prasadam sweets. Invariably, if
someone earns a large bowl of maha-
prasadam sweets by winning a
scholastic contest, the sweets are
shared by one and all.

For convenience, when traveling
we eat a simple breakfast of puffed
cereal and milk. We don't eat grains
cooked by nondevotees.

YD: Please define “cooked grains.”
Do you eat prepared breakfast
cereals? Do you puff and grind your

. tion of puffed wheat

| tortillas. We eat only

own wheat?
RS: No to both ques-
tions. With the excep-

and rice, which Srila
Prabhupada ate, we
don’t eat boxed break-
fast cereals. The princi-
ple is that we don't eat
grains prepared or
cooked by non-
devotees, including
bread, crackers, and

Krsna-prasadam, food
offered to the Lord for
His pleasure.
Everything we eat [
make from scratch—
PUFLS, capatis, pizza,
bread sticks. Instead of
making tortilla chips
from store-bought corn
tortillas, or burritos
from store-bought
white-flour tortillas, [ make tortilla
chips and burritos from fresh whole-
wheat capatis. I want the students to
see how easy it is to live without
eating food prepared by non-
devotees, a principle Srila Prabhu-
pada repeated so many times. I keep
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Rtadhvaja Swami gives a cooking lesson to Suka Dasa,
one of the students in his asrama.

the menu fast, fresh, and healthy.
YD: Are the students interested in
cooking? Do you teach classes?

RS: Not formally. If someone shows
an interest in cooking and requests
training as a chef, I have enough skill
to teach him how to make almost

ACADAMY SALAD

(Serves 6)

Use any lettuce you like. Rtadhvaja
Swami says his students like ice-
berg lettuce the best. Some students
don’t like bell peppers, so he cuts
them into }4-inch dice so they can be
easily removed. Adjust the ingredi-
entsaccording to tastes. To cut down
on fat, use yogurt instead of sour
cream.

% pound trimmed and sliced

iceberg lettuce; or torn
romaine, green, or red-
leaf lettuce

| carrot, finely shredded

1 cup sprouts

1 cup chopped green pepper

Y4 cup finely sliced celery

Optional Dressing:

' tablespoon mustard seeds

1-2 tablespoons ghee or
olive oil

pinch of asafetida

Y2 cup water

2 cups sour cream or slightly
drained yogurt

salt and pepper

Toss the salad ingredients in a bowl.
Place the mustard seeds in a small
pot over moderate heat. When they
start to crackle, add the ghee or oil,
partially cover, and cook until the
seeds turn grey and pop. Remove
the pan from the heat and sprinkle
in the asafetida. Pour in the water
and whisk in the sour cream or yo-
gurt. Season with salt and pepper.
Just before serving, toss the salad
and dressing. Offer to Krsna.

ACADEMY GRITS

(Serves 6)

Place the water, asafetida, and but-
ter in a medium saucepan over high

4 cups water

pinch of asafetida

1-2 tablespoons butter

1 cup quick-cooking hominy
orits

salt, as desired

I cup grated cheddar cheese or
diced fried potatoes
(optional)

heat. Bring to a boil. Stirin grits. Re-
duce heat and simmer, stirring occa-
sionally, forabout 10—15 minutes, or
until thick. Remove from heat. If
desired, stir in optional cheese or
potatoes. Season with salt. Offer to
Krsna.
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anything. Though the kitchen is
Spartan by some standards, stocked
with only the basics, I can expand it
when a student desires to increase his
skill. I begin by teaching how to
assist—cleaning, cutting, sometimes
rolling capatis or frying puris. The
boys watch, assist, and learn like an
apprentice.

YD: What makes cooking for Krsna
a spiritual activity?

RS: Arjuna was a fighter, a warrior,
and he fought for Krsna. He was
thinking of Krsna while fighting.
Similarly, if you have some ability to
cook, Krsna says you should use that
in His service. Simply do your best to
please Krsna, your spiritual master,
and the devotees by cooking nicely,
and not only do you become enthusi-
astic, so does everyone who tastes
the prasadam.

Cooking for Krsna is an inspira-
tion and a meditation—it purifies the
heart and mind. Cooking for Krsna
helps you control your senses,
because by the time you’ve finished
your meditative cooking and the
meal has been offered with love, you
almost feel like you’ve absorbed
nutrition from the empty pots and
your appetite is satiated.

YD: What do you most emphasize in
relation to prasadam?

RS: Prasadam should be honored; it
is Krsna. Now there are fourteen
boys in the asrama, up to twenty at
mealtime, with ages ranging from
eleven to fourteen. So the policy is
that whatever is served as prasadam,
students should not be critical of it;
rather, they should respect it. For
example, not everyone may like the
one cooked item I prepare for break-
fast, but everyone should respect it
because it is prasadam. Maybe the
next day someone likes the dish
more or less, but whatever it is,
prasadam should be relished. Of
course, there are always exceptions,
and no one is forced. Taking prasa-
dam should be a joyous experience.
YD: Yes. Thank you very much.

SIMPLE SALADS
Now on to classic Indian salads.
As discussed in the last column, in
India yogurt raita salads are popular

in many areas. The other type of
salad most commonly served as part
of a full meal is known by various
names: salaat, kachambar, kosumalli,
and kosumbara. In the north it is as
simple as sliced tomatoes or cucum-
bers sprinkled with salt, pepper,
toasted cumin seeds, and lemon juice.
In other regions it more often takes
the form of chopped raw or blanched
vegetables dressed in salt, cilantro,
chopped chilies, lime juice, and oil
infused with spice seeds. You can
play with these concepts as you like,
according to available seasonal
produce.

If you’re following the class series
with the textbook, Lord Krishna's
Cuisine, you know what to do.
Working from the chapter on salads,

prepare several salads, including
selections of small and side-dish

CALENDAR

Lord Vamana, an incarnation
of Lord Krsna, appeared in
this world in a previous age, mil-
lions of years ago. When He ap-
peared from the womb of Aditi,
He was equipped with disc, club,
lotus, and conchshell—the sym-
bols of Lord Visnu. After His
appearance the Lord assumed the
form of a dwarf (vamana). Great
sages performed rituals for the
Lord’s birth ceremony, and when
the Lord received the sacred
thread worn by brahmanas, demi-

Lord Vamana

Appearance Day: September 6

gods came from all over the universe to offer Him gifts.

Lord Vamana approached Bali Maharaja with a mission to
recover for the demigods the heavenly planets, which Bali had
conquered. When Bali Maharaja requested the Lord to ask for
something in charity, Lord Vamana said that He would be satisfied
with three paces of land, as measured by His own steps. With two
steps Lord Vamana covered the entire universe. When the Lord
asked Bali where He could put His third step, Bali offered his own
head, thus revealing himself to be a surrendered devotee of the Lord.
Because of this pastime, Lord Vamana is also know as Trivikrama,
“one who took three great steps.”

(Full calendar, page 63)

salads. Observe how the type and
amount of seasoning in a recipe
complements the featured ingredi-
ents. Experiment with available
seasonal produce. Instead of chick-
peas, try another legume. Instead of
coriander, feature another fresh herb.
Fill a hollowed-out tomato with
salad. Come up with some new
variations of your own. If you have
teenagers who like salad greens with
a rich sour-cream dressing, try the
salad on page 13.

Yamuna Devi is the author of the
award-winning cookbooks Lord
Krishna’s Cuisine: The Art of Indian
Vegetarian Cooking and Yamuna's
Table. She is a regular contributor to
The Washington Post and Vegetarian
Times. Write to her in care of Back to
Godhead.

CLOSE-UP
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THE ELEVEN-, twelve-, and
thirteen-year-olds raise their
hands with questions.

“Do we need to know the differ-
ence between the Constitution and
the Articles of Confederation?”

“Will there be questions on the
test about the Revolutionary War?”

“Do we really need to know this
stuff?”

During the years I helped write
the American history textbook used
in many ISKCON schools, I also
often asked myself, “Do our children
really need to know this stuff? What
will they do with their knowledge of
history?”

Srila Prabhupada told gurukula
teachers that students must know the
most important facts of their coun-
try’s history. The children should not
appear to be fools, he said.

So we teach our children history.
But we obviously have a different
view of what history is about. As
devotees of Krsna, the main way we
identify ourselves is not with our
nation but with the Supreme Lord,
who lives eternally in the spiritual
world. And the material world with
all its nations is just a flash in eternal
time. So when our children learn
history, they see it in a different
perspective.

But although we are spiritual
beings, we are born into this material
world, and that means being born in
a particular country. So we have to
deal with that. People commonly
allude to historical persons and
events. So our children should be
familiar with what is assumed to be
common knowledge.

Moreover, as future teachers of
Krsna consciousness, our children
need to have not only a theology but
a vision of how that theology can
apply to present domestic and
international problems. By studying
how to apply spiritual principles to

Names and Dates

by Urmila Devi Dasi

SCHOOLING KRSNA‘S CHILDREN

past events, children can more easily
analyze modern problems and
propose solutions with some depth of
understanding.

For example, in our American
history course we ask the students,
“Name the problems that arose
between the Native Americans and
the pioneers. In what modern .
situation do we find the same kinds of |
problems? What spiritual advice
can we give in such situations? Use
one quote from Srila Prabh upada’s
books.”

When studying America’s Civil
War, we assign the following essay:
“Srila Prabhupada teaches us how to
relate to different types of people
from a spiritual point of view. One
should help and teach those less
advanced, make friends with equals,
and serve those more advanced.
Materially, people generally exploit
those who are lower, try to criticize
and tear down those who are equal,
and are envious of those who are
higher. Show how the dealings be-
tween the North and the South after
the war were on the material plat-
form. Describe in at least one
hundred words how relationships
after the war could have been
resolved from a spiritual point of
view.”

Studying history also gives our
students a scriptural basis for their
attitudes toward concepts such as
civil rights and democracy, institu-
tions such as labor unions, and events
such as wars and revolutions.

Let’s take the example of labor
unions. When studying scripture the
child learns that people are most
happy in a simple agrarian society
where varnasrama is the social sys-
tem. Then the student learns how his
nation rejected such a life for indus-
trialization. He learns how industri-
alization drew workers from farms
and cottage industry to the factories,

where exploitation of workers through
long hours, low pay, and dangerous
conditions sparked the need for
unions.

The study of history does more
than influence our children’s attitudes
about major trends, events, and
governments. Our children can better

| understand contemporary society

when they know the cultural and
historical influences that shape it. For

| example, because Srila Prabhupada

understood how the cruelty and
degradation of European kings led to
revolutions, he knew that a modern
Westerner would associate “king”
with tyranny and exploitation. When
he presented monarchy as the ideal
system of government, therefore, he
often emphasized the contrast
between Vedic and medieval kings.

Our children can use knowledge of
history to give examples of the truth
of scriptural predictions about the
results of good and bad work. For
example, they study how greed for
gold, whether in the California and
Alaska gold rushes or in Spain’s
conquests in the Western hemisphere,
led to ruin, cruelty, and personal
disappointment.

The students can also learn from
good and bad examples of historical
figures and gain inspiration to serve
Lord Krsna. We may wonder how a
materialistic person, no matter how
great, could be a devotional inspira-
tion. But Narada Muni, the great sage
and devotee, said, “Does not a thing,
when applied therapeutically, cure a
disease that is caused by that very
same thing?” So mundane qualities,
when used to serve Lord Krsna, can
become glorious. Our children exa-
mine, Does this famous person have
some quality I could also use to serve
the Lord? If so, is there an example of
a devotee who has used this quality?

Here are some examples of
inspiration from American history:
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John Hancock is famous for his bold
signature in defiance of the British
king. A child may suggest Hanuman,
who boldly allowed the demon
Ravana to capture him so that Hanu-
man could assess the demon’s weak-
nesses and set the city on fire. Patrick
Henry is famous for saying he would
rather die than live without liberty. A
child may think of Haridasa Thakura,
who kept chanting Krsna’s name even
when the local government official
had him beaten for practicing Krsna
consciousness. Nathan Hale is known
for devotion to his country. The Vedic
king Prthu is famous for working for
the welfare of all of his citizens. We
might think it difficult to find devo-
tional inspiration from the traitorous
example of Benedict Arnold. Yet
Ravana’s brother Vibhisana became a
traitor to his nation to serve Lord
Rama.

Finally, when our children study
history they can gain a perspective on
current events. How many great wars,
heroes, and civilizations are no more

In this column we present the experi-
ences and realizations of devotees who
give Krsna consciousness (o others by
giving them Srila Prabhupada’s books
and other books on Krsna conscious-
ness.—The editors

OR MANY Hare Krsna devotees

the most important activity is giv-
ing people spiritual knowledge. With-
out spiritual knowledge human life is
incomplete. The most profound spiri-
tual knowledge is found in the Vedas.

Srila Prabhupada considered it his
most important activity to translate
into English the essence of Vedic
knowledge. To spread that knowl-
edge, he established the Bhakti-
vedanta Book Trust, which has
become the world’s largest publisher
of books on Indian religion and
philosophy. Appreciating the great
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BOOK DISTRIBUTION

Books Are the Basis

by Navina Nirada Dasa

| Struck by Lightning

than names in a history book? And
what to speak of ordinary people,
who are forgotten after a generation
or so? Our children should learn to
see beyond worldly events, knowing
that these events are ultimately
insignificant.

Our children gain this perspective
not only from the way we study his-
tory but from how much time we give
it. Prabhupada told us. “Don’t bother
much.” So rather than what I was
subjected to in school—practically
ten years of names and dates—we
concentrate our study during the two
or three years when children can
apply some depth of thought to his-
tory. We also focus on what Dr. Bruce
Wilkinson in “The Seven Laws of the
Learner” calls the “irreducible mini-
mum.” Our children need to learn
only those facts that will enable them
to understand history and apply that
understanding. We don’t want to
teach children facts for the sake of
facts.

Could our children realize these

| treasure of Vedic knowledge revealed |

through Prabhupada’s books, many
of his disciples and granddisciples
have become inspired to dedicate
their lives to distributing them.

One day while distributing books
in a parking lot in Oslo, Norway, | |
noticed a man who seemed strange. |
As he walked across the lot, he was
leaning over and almost losing his

| balance. He stopped, took a few steps
| forward, a few steps back, a few

steps to the side, and then went on
walking.

I went up to him and showed
him the books. He was a big tall
man. [ could understand from his
speech that despite his size he was a
soft-hearted man and a man of
discrimination.
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goals from merely any history class
or textbook? Yes, but a materialistic
history book will present only a
materialistic understanding.
Although a Krsna conscious study
of mundane history can help our chil-
dren in their practical life and spiri-
tual realizations, the greatest benefit
comes [rom direct study of genuinely
important history. That history is
found in scriptures such as the Pura-
nas, Ramdayana, and Mahabharata. By
learning the histories of Lord Krsna
and His devotees, our children will
gain not only knowledge and its appli-
cation but spiritual wisdom and bliss.

Urmila Devi Dasi was initiated in 1973
and has been involved in ISKCON
education since 1983. She, her hus-
band, and their three children live at
the ISKCON community in Hills-
borough, North Carolina, where she
runs a school for children aged 5-18.
She is the main author/compiler of
Vaikuntha Children, a gurukula
classroom guidebook.

He took two books but had only a
very small amount of money. He gave
me that and said, “That’s all I have. 1
can give you that. But I'll go to the
bank now, and when I come back I'll
give you some more.”

I said, “All right. That’s OK.” I
gave him the two books.

He came back later and waited
patiently while I sold books to some-
one. Then he came up to me and
handed me more money.

I asked him, “Perhaps you already
know about this subject matter?”

He said, yes, he had been reading
esoteric books for a long time. Four-
teen years earlier he had been struck
by lightning in the mountains. He had
been paralyzed and in a coma for a
long time. For about twelve years he
was in a wheelchair, and now he
sometimes loses part of his memory



and has problems with his balance.

Since the accident he has been
interested only in spiritual subjects.
His family and friends left him. He
still has his old job, driving trucks, but
he said he does the job out of habit,
to earn money, and then the rest of
the time he studies spiritual life and
spiritual literature.

I told him that Prabhupada’s books
are the real spiritual literature. I took
him to the car, and he took all the
books I had and gave me all the
money he had.

He said, “I went to the bank today
to get some money. Somehow you
came to give me all these wonderful
books, and I gave you all the money.

I think this is the will of Providence,
God’s arrangement, because other-
wise we would not have met here.”

He was very enthusiastic to receive
Srila Prabhupada’s books.

Junkie in Bern

I was distributing books in Bern,
the capital of Switzerland, and a
voung junkie, drug addict, walked by
me. He looked very, very down and
out. [ was thinking to let him go by,
because drug addicts are usually not
so interested in books and are
sometimes very aggressive. There
were so many other people around,
so I tried to avoid him.

But he walked by me, turned his
head, and smiled with the most
incredible bright smile.

I said, “Why are you smiling? Do
we know each other? Do you know
these books?”

He came up to me and said, “I
read those books for years when [
was in a psychiatric hospital. My
parents bought me the books. I have
AIDS, and I'm going to die within a
couple of months. I simply read Srila
Prabhupada’s books, and therefore
I'm actually very happy. I know I
have nothing else to do in my life but
read Srila Prabhupada’s books. That’s
all I have to do.”

We had an interesting talk, and
then he left with his three new books.

Louis and His Problem

[ was traveling in the U.S. with
Kaustubha Dasa from KrishnaFest.
One evening we were filling up at a

gas station, and the gas station atten-

| dant. named Louis, started talking
about his life. He was depressed be-

cause his mother had died. He
couldn’t understand why she had
died, because she was such a nice
person and she never did anything
wrong, never did any harm to
anyone. But somehow she had died
and he couldn’t understand the
world anymore. Life seemed so
empty and bleak.

Louis said he had gone to a
psychiatrist because of his depres-
sion and lack of interest in life. “Do
you know what the psychiatrist told
me? He told me I should go out and
feed the birds. So I went to the park

| and fed the birds. [ felt so stupid, like
| alittle kid. And it didn’t help.”

He had become more and more
depressed and frustrated and tired of
life. He didn’t know what to do—
should he kill himself? He didn’t
know what he was living for.

Kaustubha told him, “Well, first
of all you should understand that
your mother didn't die.”

Louis became shocked, and his
eyes opened wide. “What? She didn’t
die? Then where is she now?”

“Your mother just changed her
body. She is a spirit soul, like you and
me, and she just changed her body.
Just as a person can move from one
car to affother, your mother has
simply moved on to another body.

: She i1s still alive.

“And second of all you should
understand that your psychiatrist is
simply a cheater, taking your money
but not helping you a bit to under-
stand the real facts of life. You should
read this book, The Journey to Self-
Discovery, and the story of Ajamila,
who had a near-death experience.”

Louis became excited. “Wow, my
mom didn’t die? That’s wonderful.”

He took two books and happily
gave a donation.

Navina Nirada Dasa, a disciple of
Harikesa Swami, has been one of
ISKCON's leading book distributors

for many years. He is based at the

ISKCON temple in Zurich.

CALENDAR CLOSE-UP

r

foremost disciples.

Srila Srinivasa Acarya
Disappearance Day: October 31

rinivasa Acarya’s parents were present when Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu accepted sannydasa, the renounced order of life.
Soon after that, they traveled from their village in Bengal to Jagan-
natha Puri to visit Lord Caitanya, who told them that they would
have a son who would be empowered to spread the teachings of
Ripa Gosvami and Sanatana Gosvami, two of Lord Caitanya’s

Srinivasa was absorbed in Krsna consciousness from an early
age. In his youth he traveled to Jagannatha Puri. There, Lord Cai-
tanya having returned to the spiritual world, Srinivisa met many of
the Lord’s intimate associates. Srinivasa returned to Bengal but
soon left for Vrndavana, where he accepted Gopala Bhatta Gosvami
as his spiritual master. Under the care of Jiva Gosvami, Srinivisa
learned the complete teachings of Lord Caitanya.
~ Alongwith S_\_i{imiinanda Pandita and Narottama Dasa Thakura,
Srinivasa Acarya carried the writings of the Gosvamis to Bengal and
Orissa. S’rini\-'fisa’ initiated many disciples and wrote devotional
songs, including Sri Sad-gosvamy-astakam, eight prayers glorifying
the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

(Full calendar, page 63)
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THE GLORIES OF THE DEMIGODS

LOKE
BRAHMA

The Original Created Being

by Satyaraja Dasa

According to the Vedic literature, behind the workings of the cosmos
stand powerful controllers, known as devas, or demigods. As we
people in this world control our cars or homes, the devas control
various aspects of the cosmos. They are among the exalted servants
of Lord Krsna.

VERYTHING IN THE UNIVERSE begins with Brahma, the
four-headed (catur-mukhi) demigod who rides a swan and
carries in his four hands the Vedas, a ladle, a water vessel,

and a mala, or string of prayer beads. He is known in the Maha-
bharata as Pitamaha, “the grandfather,” for he is the oldest person
in the universe, the original instructor, or guru, of the sages. He is
the first created being—the original progenitor of mankind—and
he is the founder of the esoteric lineage to which ISKCON belongs.
In India the Hare Krsna tradition (sampradaya) is known as

the Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya-sampradaya. Thatis tosay, Brahma
relayed eternal knowledge to his successors, it eventually reached
Madhva, a great teacher who systemized the knowledge, and about
five hundred years ago the whole tradition was revitalized by Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who appearedin Bengal, then called Gauda-
desa. Hence: the Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya-sampradaya. And the
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“The sun manifests his brilliance in a gem, although it is stone.

Similarly, the original Personality of Godhead, Govinda, manifests His special power

in a pious living entity. Thus that living entity becomes Brahma
and manages the affairs of the universe. Let me worship Govinda, the original
Personality of Godhead.”—Brahma-samhita 5.49
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The Lord lovingly shakes Brahma’s hand
and recites for him the four
seminal verses of Srimad-Bhagavatam,
which contain its essential meaning and,
indeed, the meaning of life.

line is carried on to this day through
ISKCON.

How did Brahma originally receive
Vedic knowledge? The Supreme Lord
uttered the eternal truths of Krsna con-
sciousness to Brahma at the beginning
of time. Brahma’s enlightenment is de-
scribed in Srimad -Bhdagavatam (Canto
2, Chapter9), which depicts him, at the
dawn of creation, being born on a lotus
sprouted from the divine navel of Visnu.
Brahma, finding himsellin anew world,
is wholly ignorant, both of his own
identity and of his purpose in life. Seek-
ing a clue as to his origin, Brahma
climbs down the stem of the spiritual
lotus, but to no avail. With a heart
resigned to his fate, he hears the voice
of his Lord and master, Visnu, calling
out two syllables: ta-pa, literally, “aus-
terity,” or “penance.”

The syllables are deep with mean-
ing, and Brahma obeys by performing
austerity in the form of meditation for
one thousand celestial years. Brahma
can then see first the Lord’s abode and
then the Lord Himself, who lovingly
shakes Brahma’s hand and recites for
him the four seminal verses of Srimad-
Bhagavatam, which contain its essen-
tial meaning and, indeed, the meaning
of life.

When we speak of Brahma meditat-
ing for one thousand celestial years, we
should understand just how long
Brahma’s life actually is. Bhagavad-
gita (8.17) gives us a hint: “By human
calculation, a thousand ages taken to-
gether form the duration of Brahma's
one day. And such also is the duration
of his night.”

What is meant here by “ages™?
Here an “age™ is the Vedic divya-yuga.
If you add together one Satya-yuga
(1,728,000 years), one Treta-yuga

20
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(1,296,000 years), one Dvapara-yuga
(864,000 years), and one Kali-yuga
(432,000 years), you have one divya-
yvuga. That comes to 4.32 million of
our years.

Now, according to the Gita verse
quoted above. if you put 1,000 of those
divya-yugas together, you get 4.32 bil-
lion earth years—a mere 12 hours (one
day) in Brahma’s life. So his day and
night come to 8.64 billion years. Each
of Brahma’s years takes 360 of those
days and nights. And he lives a full 100
years.

Before we brush off Brahma’s in-
conceivable life span as some kind of
outlandish mythology, we should keep
in mind that time is relative. Imagine if
we could explain our life span to a
microorganism whose life lasts but a
few seconds or minutes. The creature
would be extremely skeptical, to say
the least, unable to accommodate the
concept of a week, a month, a year. So
although Brahma'’s life may seem inor-
dinately long to us, for him it seems
perfectly natural, perhaps even a little
short.

Since Brahma is, essentially, an ex-
traterrestrial, living on a higher planet,
his perceptions of time and space are
entirely different from our own. In-
deed, the Vedic literature tells us that
demigods are made of subtle substance;
in Brahma’s case, he has a body com-
posed of pure intelligence. His feet
never touch the ground, he doesn’t
blink, and he casts no shadow. Demi-
gods are simply different kinds of liv-
ing entities, and there is no reason to
expect them to conform to our concep-
tions of time and space.

Because Brahma's life span is the
longest in the cosmic creation, he out-
lives all other living things. At the be-
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ginning of each of his days all varieties
of life forms appear, and with his night
comes partial annihilation until the next
day, when he sets everything in motion
again, re-creating the various forms
of life.

The details of creation may differ
slightly from day to day, but one thing
remains the same—Brahma begins
each day by meditating on the Supreme
Lord. At that time he says, “I pray only
to engage in the Lord’s service in the
creation of the material world, and I
pray that I not be materially affected
by my works, for thus I may be able to
give up the false prestige of being the
creator.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam, 3.9.23)

In fact, Brahma takes every oppor-
tunity to glorify Visnu, or Krsna. as
supreme and to acknowledge his own
subservience. In the very first verse of
Brahma-sarmhita, for example, Brahma
says, “Krsna,whois known as Govinda,
is the Supreme Godhead. He has an
eternally blissful and spiritual body.
He is the origin of all. He has no other
origin, for He is the prime cause of all
causes.”

Laterin the same work (5.49), Brah-
ma makes clear that he is indeed sub-
servient to the Supreme Lord Krsna:
“The sun manifests his brilliance in a
gem, although itis stone. Similarly, the
original Personality of Godhead, Go-
vinda, manifests His special power in
a pious living entity. Thus that living
entity becomes Brahma and manages
the affairs of the universe. Let me wor-
ship Govinda, the original Personality
of Godhead.”

Unlike many other demigods, Brah-
ma is rarely mistaken for the Supreme.
For that reason, in all of India Brahma
has only one major temple dedicated

(please turn to page 30)
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HARE KRSNA PEOPLE

Dolls of -

Devotion

A fun way for kids to become
absorbed in Krsna consciousness.

by Rukmini Devi Dasi

photos by Yamaraja Dasa

Krsna conscious boarding school,

and a few of my friends had dolls
of Krsna in His form as Lord Jagan-
natha. I always wanted to have Krsna
dolls. Once an Indian lady gave me a
doll, but because it wasn’t related to
Lord Krsna, I didn’t like 1t.

My mother started making a Krsna
doll for me, but she didn’t finish it for
several years because she was so busy
with her temple service. By the time |
got the doll, I was already out of the
asrama. So I regret that [ didn’t get to
grow up taking care of Lord Krsna.

I GREW UP IN a gurukula asrama, a
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When I had my first daughter, Mal-
lika, T was determined to provide her
with Krsnaconscious dolls. Atthe time,
Cabbage Patch dolls were very popu-
lar. I saw how the children became
attached to their dolls and those mun-
dane dolls became their heroes. Chil-
dren need heroes, and the media
provide ahost tochoose from—Barbie,
Barney, Ninja Turtles, G.I. Joe. But in
the Vedic literature we find the most
heroic personalities. So for Mallika’s

third birthday I made twenty-five
dolls related to Krsna consciousness. |
made Radha and Krsna, Lord Caitanya,
Nityananda, Advaita Acarya, Gada-
dhara, and Srivasa Thakura. I also did
Sita, Rama, Hanuman, Lord Nrsimha-
deva, and many more.

Mallika inspired me to do this ser-
vice, so I'm grateful to her for that. My
idea was not to start a business. I just
wanted to give my daughter an oppor-
tunity to play in Krsna consciousness.
But other parents saw the dolls and
asked me to make some for their chil-
dren. Now I receive orders from all

parts of the world.

Although I sell the dolls, I consider
making them to be devotional service
rather than business. The dolls provide
a fun way for children to become ab-
sorbed in Lord Krsna’s pastimes. The
children’s attitude is that the doll is
Krsna. They listen to Krsna book tapes
and act out the pastimes with the dolls.
They tie up baby Krsna, as His mother
did when He was naughty. They give
Krsnabutter, which, of course, He loves.

They offer incense to Krsna.

Because all of these activities are
devotional service, I am glad I'm help-
ing the children do them. I'll make any
Krsna conscious doll a child wants.
Once a two-year-old girl received a
Krsna doll for her birthday. She wasn’t
satisfied with just Krsna. She didn't
want Krsna to be without Arjuna. Her
fathersentme alettersaying his daugh-
ter was constantly asking, “Where is
Arjuna?” So we made heraspecial doll
of Arjuna with a helmet, a mustache,
arrows, and a quiver. She was so happy
to have Krsna and Arjuna together.

Worshiping Krsna in the form of
dolls is not a new idea. Five thousand
years ago some of the greatest devo-
tees worshiped dolls of Lord Krsna.
In a purport to Srimad-Bhagavatam
(3.2.2), Prabhupada writes about Ud-
dhava, the Lord’s confidential devotee:
“From natural instinct he used to serve
Lord Krsna, even in his childhood. He
used to play with dolls in the form of
Krsna, he would serve the dolls by
dressing, feeding, and worshiping them,

and thus he was always absorbed in the
play of transcendental realization.”

Later in the same purport, Srila
Prabhupada writes, “Maharaja Pariksit
also used to play with Krsna dolls in his
childhood. In India the childrenin good
families are still given dolls of the Lord
like Rama and Krsna, or sometimes
the demigods, so that they may de-
velop the aptitude of service to the
Lord. By the grace of the Lord we were
given the same opportunity by our par-
ents, and the beginning of our life was
based on this principle.”

The children become very close to
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their dolls. If the mother is out work-
ing, the child may seck refuge in the
doll. Several mothers have ordered
Lord Nrsimhadeva dolls because their
children were having disturbed sleep.

The children had so much faith in |

Nrsimhha that as soon as they received
Him they slept peacefully. By having a
doll, they feel that Krsnais close by, just
as their parents are close by, and they
develop strong faith in Krsna.

If the young children develop an
affinity for service to Krsna, that will
stay with them for the rest of their lives.
Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.2.3) says, “Ud-
dhava thusserved the Lord continually
from childhood, and in his old age that
attitude of service never slackened.”

Not only do the dolls help the chil-
dren’s Krsna consciousness, but they
also improve mine. When I make the

dolls, T become fully absorbed in |

thought of the Lord. That’s why I call
this project Dolls of Devotion.

Once, while making a doll of Lord
Nrsimhadeva, I was going through a
tough court case. I prayed so much to
Him, and sometimes [ felt He was
real. He was there to protect me in this
trying experience. I couldn’t take Lord
Nrsimhadeva into the court room, but
He was there in my mind, and I was
confident no one could harm me.

Another nice thing is that I do this

service together with my mother. She |

sews everything; [ stuff and paint. Mal-
lika and Mohini (my younger daugh-
ter) like to help too, so it has become a
family project.

Since the dolls are forms of the
Lord and their clothes are made out of
cloth worn by the temple Deities, they
are sacred. Parents may have to train

their children how to handle them. A |

child might be playing with Krsna and
Balarama, for example, and then sud-
denly get into something else. So the
parents have to guide the children and
make sure they put the dolls away
properly. The dolls come with a stand,
and when the children are not playing
with them the dolls should be on a
shelf, just like Krsna conscious books.

This should not discourage parents
from getting dolls for their children.
Sometimes parents tellme they’re wor-

ried about getting their children dolls |

because the children are too young. I
tell them I wouldn’thesitate. My daugh-
ter Mohini has grown up since birth
with these dolls. The children quickly
learn to respect the dolls, either by
watching other kids who have dolls or
by listening to Krsna conscious story-
book tapes.

A while ago I was supplying dolls to
a gift store. The woman who managed
the store told me that when people
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walked into the store they could sense
that the dolls were special. They would
ask if the dolls were demigods orif you
should worship them. She asked me to
write a description of who the dolls are
and how they should be treated.

Since then I've had second thoughts
about selling dolls to nondevotees. I
told the lady I couldn’t do it anymore
because thereisaspecial need for them
in our society. The devotees are order-
ing, and I have to take care of them.

Maybe one day we could mass-
produce the dolls and make them avail-
able to everyone, but I don’t think I
would sell Radha and Krsna to non-
devotees. For nondevotees I would
make cowherd boys and cowherd girls.
Now, though, serving the devotees is
my priority, and I feel a lot happier
because I know who’s getting the
dolls.

Parents call or write me from all
over the world thanking us for doing
this service. Many tell me they've been
wanting this for years and they 're happy
and appreciative we're doing it. This
kind of response keeps me going. As
long as the devotees give me their bless-
ings, I'll continue with this service. €

To order Dolls of Devotion, see The Hare
Krsna Catalog, in our center spread.




Attaining
The Supreme

“In a restaurant or place for drinking cold water,
many travelers are brought together, and after drinking water
they continue to their respective destinations. Similarly, living entities
join together in a family, and later, as a result of their own actions,
they are led apart to their destinations.”
Srimud—Bhﬁgcwatam 7221

by Tattvavit Dasa

RECALL SITTING ON THE LAP of my father and entertaining

company with my parents, and now it is forty years later, a letter

has arrived for me in Hong Kong from my mother saying my
father has died in Arizona, so I am remembering him and reflecting
on death.

In English we sometimes say “pass away” for “die,” but the
similar term “pass on” comes closer to the everyday understanding of
half a billion of the world’s people here in the East. Reincarnation is
what they learn from their scriptures and what their forebears have
always believed. It’s what I now believe: that your personality survives
the death of your body and travels on to live in another body until you
attain the Supreme.

For part of my youth in a tiny Catholic town in Minnesota, |
thought of death in terms of heaven, hell, and purgatory, without
knowing there were other ways to understand dying.

But I encountered some of them in college in 1970. Scientists and
psychologists taught that life is reducible to a brain state and ends
when the body dies. I rejected their ideology because I worked in the
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Nature is like a cosmic garment warehouse
outfitting the soul with the apparel of
aquatics, plants, insects, reptiles, birds, beasts,
human beings, and demigods. Nature provides the body,
just as a tailor provides a suit.

university hospital and saw people
die, and sought deeper philosophical
explanations of life and death.

In the Hare Krsna movement I
found a strong and important intellec-
tual tradition that explains life and
death.

WhenIjoined the Hare Krsnamove-
ment, my father took it hard because
he wanted me to get involved in a field
where the jobs pay well. Every father
wants success for his son. But for him
success had nothing to do with what
state of being we might attain after
death.

I told my dad, ten years after he re-
tiredin Arizona’ Sun Belt, “You'll for-
get your wife and home when you die.”

He ordered thatin his house I should
keepmy philosophy tomyself and even

added, “This is my temple.” Yet he |

enjoyed his dominion only a few years
more. As a philosopher once wrote,
time, the supreme teacher, kills all its
pupils.

Naturally, my father’s achievements
were as short-lived as everyone’s. He
just hated being reminded that death
would remove him from everything,
because he’d grown up poor and
worked hard to make his fortune. For
business, through many snowy win-
ters, he’d gotten up at four in the
morning.

His young grandson once told him.
“You are going to die.”

And he protested, “No I'm not.”

My father had the rightidea accord-
ing to the sage Canakya, who advised,
“If you want to succeed materially,
think you will live forever.”

But Canakya added, “If youwantto
succeed spiritually, think you will die at
any moment.” He meant that we must
be spiritually ready to meet death.

My sister and brothers said nothing

in their letters about the fate of Dad’s
soul. They helped carry out my par-
ents’ decision to cremate Dad’s body
and bury his ashes next to the graves
of my maternal grandparents, and
my uncle in the granite business pre-
pared a polished tombstone: Born—
February 16, 1916.

Dad’s birthday wasn’t his real be-
ginning. Bhagavad-gita says that we

| souls have lived before, in other bod-

ies, and will live again in new ones.

“As aperson puts on new garments,
giving up old ones, the soul accepts
new material bodies, giving up the old
and useless ones.” (2.22) This verse
reminds me of a clothing store I saw in
India called The Garment Galaxy. Na-
ture is like a cosmic garment ware-
house outfitting the soul with the
apparelof aquatics, plants, insects, rep-
tiles, birds, beasts, human beings, and
demigods. Nature provides the body,
just as a tailor provides a suit. The
living entity within the body is not cre-
ated by material nature; he is an eter-
nal part of God.

On what turned out to be Dad’s last |

birthday, five months before he died,
I wrote him a letter acknowledging
his good character. “In these respects
I admire you: You stayed married,
supported us, and took us to church.”

Because my father acted piously and
impiously, from scripture I'd expect
him to attain mixed results. His reli-
gious ideas about the afterlife happen
to fit into the framework explained
in Bhagavad-gita (14.14). If his piety
was enough to gain him a place in
Christ’s association, he will attain the
Supreme. But before then he might
have to endure punishments, or enter a
purgatory from which he can advance
by the intercession of relatives.

My father’s destiny will turn too on
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what he remembered at the moment
of death. Bhagavad-gita (8.6) says,
“Whatever state of being one remem-
bers at the time of death, that state he
will attain without fail.” Memories, in
other words, form the boundaries of
our states of being and mold our na-
tures. They hold thoughts and feelings,
as sponges hold water, and they affect
the dying person’s consciousness.

Even though the memories of one
life create the next life, those memo-
ries eventually fade completely. People
hardly ever remember their previous
lives or where their soul came from
before entering their mother’s womb.
This is a reason why hardly anyone in
the West takes transmigration of the
soul seriously. But memory is an unre-
liable thing. We're lucky if we can re-
member a person’s name five minutes
after we’ve met him. So even if we did
live past lives, it’s not surprising we
forget them.

Living in the framework of an Old
Testament creation epic alsoinfluences
beliefs about reincarnation. As John
Boslough wrotein National Geographic
in March 1990, “The Western idea that
past, present and future are arranged
in a straight line . . . seems to have
grown out of a Judeo-Christian tradi-
tion in which events like the creation
and Christ’s resurrection take on spe-
cial meaning because they occur in a
sequence. It may also lead to a belief
in life after death, rather than earthly
reincarnation.”

Boslough asks whether “our con-
ceptof time as a one-way track also lies
at the heart of the follies of our you-
only-go-around-once culture—the cult
of youth, the type A personality, a re-
lentless consumerism always in search
of something new.”

Bhagavad-gita informs us that time



moves in ages like seasons of the year |

and that the world is repeatedly cre-
ated, maintained, and destroyed.

God created the world to reclaim
the fallen souls, who meet with re-
peated birth and death as they transmi-
grate through various species of life. In
the human form a soul has an opportu-
nity to become [ree from this cycle of
birth and death and attain the kingdom
of God. Such freedom arises when the
soul properly develops a full realiza-
tion of his nature as an eternal spiritual
being and uses his mind and senses
solely to please God.

Without this developed conscious-
ness, we misidentify ourselves with the
material body, aslower forms of life do,
and like other species of life we act
merely to satisfy material desire. While
we populate and work to build the
world, we entangle ourselves in webs
of mundane identities.

And because we fail to realize our
human potential, when we pass away
all our material desires come before
our minds, and we remain in the world
of the dying, attached to whatever
state of life we remember or wish to
return to.

God accompanies the soul asit trav-
els through different bodies. He is in
everyone'’s heart. He thus knows what
everyone deserves, and He sanctions
all desires accordingly.

To teach everyone about an eternal
life of perfect knowledge and bliss,
God Himself sometimes descends and
sometimes sends His representative in
the form of His son or servant. Those
who are advanced in spiritual culture
and knowledge can train us to become
absorbed in the names, forms, quali-
tics, and pastimes of the Supreme. That
absorption is called Krsna conscious-
ness, and the training culminatesin the
final test: how to die.

Lord Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita,
“One who knows the transcendental
nature of My appearance and activities
does not, upon leaving the body, take
his birth again in this material world
but attains My eternal abode. Who-
ever,at the end of his life, quits his body
remembering Me alone at once attains
My nature. Of this there is no doubt.”
(Bg. 4.9,.8.5)

If we do have some doubt, it might
help to remember that science can

never “prove’ reincarnation or, for that
matter, anything else. All scientists can
do is gather data and try to explain it
consistently and reasonably. When the
body of data grows, scientific explana-
tions should grow with it. And because
of the work of certain researchers, the
body of data has grown large enough to
suggest that reincarnation is a fact.

Devotees of Krsna, however, have
another way to get understanding: We
accept that the Bhagavad-gita conveys
the words of the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. the supreme intelligence
behind the workings of reincarnation
and the universe.

Krsna appreciates any of our efforts
to know and serve Him. He cven as-
sures us that if we can’t carry on with
spiritual life throughout ourlives, there
is no loss or diminution. Krsna is so
kind that He never forgets a person’s
service. Whoever fails to become fully
Krsna conscious in this life receives an
opportunity in a future life to live in the
association of elevated sages or in a
righteous or aristocratic family. “On
takingsuch abirth,” the Bhagavad-gita
says, “he revives the divine conscious-
ness of his previous life, and he again
tries to make further progress in order
to achieve complete success.” (6.43)

So I can be confident that because
my dad believed in God, his faith will
endure, even if covered by material
desiresin his next human life. Andif he
becomes convinced that God existsand

that God is omnipotent, then he will go |

beyond faith to fact. The fact is that
God can descend into the world and
display His activities so that His devo-
tees can understand His actual posi-
tion. God speaks about Himself and
His pastimes in Bhagavad-gita. He
makes it possible to understand Him.

The last time I visited Dad he limped
pitiably, from partial paralysis caused
by heart trouble. I said to him, “I'm
also getting old. No one avoids it.”

When he lived in a youthful body
and held me on his lap, he cared noth-
ing for infirmity or old age. The poet
Coleridge said of youth and age, “Dew-
drops are the gems of morning, but the
tears of mournful eve.”

Like a child who outgrew his favor-
ite game, Dad had to stop playing golf
because traversing the fairways on his
clectric cart proved too laborious. I

wish he had realized what my spiritual
master, Srila Prabhupada, observed in
America: that old men, after working
hard their whole lives, squander the
valuable time they have left working
hard to hit a ball into a little hole.

Butif we spend our time on the pro-
cess of self-realization in Krsna con-
sciousness, ultimately we will stop old
age, disease, and birth and death from
happening to us again. “For the soul,”
Krsna says, “there is neither birth nor
death at any time. He has not come
into being, does not come into being,
and will not come into being. He is
unborn, eternal, ever-existing, and
primeval.” €

Tattvavit Dasa recently edited The Nec-
tar of Book Distribution, a book of
interviews with devotees who distribute
books on Krsna consciousness. He is
now editing a book about Srila Prabhu-
pada. He joined ISKCON in 1974.

e
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If you're planning a move, please let
us know. Print your name and new
address below. Then mail this form
(or a copy) and your BTG mailing
label to: BTG Service Center, P.O.
Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046.
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tenmial Focus

RIRSATE HIUR N D A

CENTENNIAL

1896 ¢+« 1996

AN UNPRECEDENTED EVENT

Bathing Srila Prabhupada with 1,008 Sacred Waters

s eptember 6, 1996, will mark the
100th anniversary of the appear-
ance of His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the Interna-
tional Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness. On that day, following
Vedic custom, devotees will bathe
Srila Prabhupada in his deity form
—not only with traditional sub-
stances such as yogurt and honey,
but also with water from 1,008 holy
places in India.

The bathing ceremony will take
place in Calcutta, the place of Srila

of 1,008 holy waters will also be
sent to every ISKCON temple,
enabling devotees everywhere to
take part in this once-in-a-lifetime
event by bathing Srila Prabhupada
in their own temple.

Teams of devotees are travel-
ing throughout India to collect the
sacred waters. They expect to com-
plete the collection by the month of
Kartika (October-November) this
y(:‘ﬂi'.

[Lokanath Swami, who oversees
the Global Centennial campaign,
says, “This bathing is an arrange-

Prabhupada’s appearance. Thousands of people, mentto worship one of the greatest persons history
including an international delegation of devotees, has ever seen, in a way history has never seen. This
will take part. Sealed pots containing the mixture opportunity will never present itself again.”

New York
Centennial

The New York Centennial Group
invites you to join the worldwide
pilgrimage to New York City, July
10-17, 1996. Rathayatra will be
July 13,1996, exactly 30 years after
the founding of ISKCON in New
York.Other NY Centennial events
include a book exhibition, an art
exhibition, an academic confer-
ence, an Indian cultural festival,
and a Hare Krsna rock concert.
For more information call Day-
ananda Dasa or Nandimukhi Devi
Dasi at (718) 784-2459.

Subscribe to Prabhupada Toshani

The quarterly newsletter of the Srila Prabhupada Centennial

In 1996 ISKCON will celebrate Srila Prabhupada’s 100th birth anni-

versary. Prabhupada Toshani will keep you informed of Centennial

projects going on all over the world. It will help you understand the

significance of the Centennial and inspire you to get involved.
SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

All countries except India—1 year: US$10. India—1 year: Rs. 100

To subscribe, mail payment with your name and full address to:
Padayatra America, 1027 Hornblend, San Diego, CA 92109, USA
(payable in US funds to Padayatra), or Gaurangi Devi Dasi,
Centennial House, 62 Sant Nagar (near E. of Kailash), New Delhi
110065, India (registered mail, check payable to ISKCON)




Srila Prabhupdda Speaks Out

Here we continue an exchange that
took place in Paris, on June 15, 1974,
> between His Divine Grace A. C. Bhalkti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, two
priests, and two Christian scholars.

Srila Prabhupada: So all you nice
gentlemen and ladies should accept
what the Vedas say, because the Vedas
emanate from God. In the words of
Vedanta-sutra, janmady asva yatah:
“Everything is an emanation from
God.” Whatever exists has emanated
from God. In the Bible, also, there is
the. statement “Everything that has
been made comes from God.” So
whatever exists emanates from God.
Another Vedic injunction says it
even more forcefully. Sar-
vam khalv idam
brahma: “Ulti-

mately, everything is the Supreme
Brahman.” Everything is the Supreme
Lord, in His impersonal feature. So
the impersonal feature we are see-
ing all around us is an expanded ener-
gy of God, just as the sunshine is an
expansion—the bodily rays—of the
sun-god.

Therefore, Bhagavad-gita says,
brahmano hi pratisthaham:*The foun-
dation or source of the impersonal en-
ergy is God, Krsna.” [To his Sanskrit
editor:] Find this verse, brahmano hi
pratisthaham. )

Sanskrit editor: Yes, Srila Prabhupada.
From the fourteenth chapter of the
Gita:
brahmano hi pratisthaham
amrtasyavyayasya ca
sasvatasya ca dharmasya
sukhasyaikantikasya ca

And the translation of
Loed Krsna's words: “I am
the basis of the impersonal |
Brahman, whichis the con-
stitutional position of ulti-
mate happiness, and which
isimmortal. imperishable,
and eternal.”
Father Fransad: Your Di-
vine Grace, will you tell us
how old are the oldest of the
Vedic scriptures? How long
have the Vedas existed?
Srila Prabhupada: They
have existed from be-
fore the creation—rene
brahma hrda ya adi-
kavaye. [To his
Sanskrit
editor:]

Find

this verse: janmadyasya yato’nvayad
itaratas carthesv abhijiah svarat tene
brahma hrda ya adi-kavaye muhyanti
vat sirayah.

Sanskrit editor: Srila Prabhupada, that
will be in the first chapter of Srimad-
Bhagavatam, echoing Vedanta-sitra:

Jjanmady asya yato ‘nvayad itaratas
carthesv abhijnah svarat

tene brahma hrda ya adi-kavaye
muhyanti yat sarayah

tejo-vari-mrdam yatha vinimayo
yatra tri-sargo ‘mrsa

dhamna svena sada nirasta-
kuhakam satyam param dhimahi

And here is the translation: “I offer
my obeisances unto Lord Sri Krsna,
the son of Vasudeva, who is the su-
preme, all-pervading Personality of
Godhead. I meditate upon Him, the
transcendent reality, who is the pri-
meval cause of all causes, from whom
all manifested universes arise,in whom
they dwell, and by whom they are de-
stroyed. I meditate upon that eternally
effulgent Lord, who is directly and in-
directly conscious of all manifestations
and yet is beyond them. It is He only
who first imparted the Vedic knowl-
edge into the heart of Brahma, the first
created living being.”

Srila Prabhupada: So this is Vedic
knowledge. [Again to his Sanskrit edi-
tor:] Now read another verse, aham
adir hi devanam.
Sanskrit editor: In the tenth chapter of
the Bhagavad-gita, Krsna says, aham
adir hi devanam maharsinam ca sar-
vasah: “Neither the hosts of demigods
nor the sages know My origin, for in
every respect I am the source of the
demigods and the sages.”
Srila Prabhupada: Aham adir hi deva-
nam maharsinam ca—-*1 am the source
of the demigods and sages,” says the
Supreme Lord. Similarly, in the Bible
it is said, “In the beginning was the
word. and the word was with God,
and the word was God.” Thatis Vedic
knowledge. That word—that divine
sound—is the Vedas. So before the
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creation the Vedas were there. You
cannot find the beginning of the
Vedas. 1f you could find out when the
creation began, then before that the
Vedas were already there.

Father Fransad: According to our un- |

derstanding, God revealed Himself
little by little, and then at a certain

moment He revealed Himself in His |
totality. But in the Vedic literature it is |

said that the whole knowledge was
given at the beginning—everything
together.

[ very deeply respect your vast

learning, and yet I'm asking that we |

should not say that the contents of |

these two bodies of literature—the
Bible and the Vedas—are the same.
The Bible and the Vedas are, in fact,
two different things.

For another example, the verse you

referred to— “In the beginning was
the word, and the word was with God,
and the word was God"—that is simi-
lar to what is taught in the Vedas, but
if we take that verse and the rest of
that chapter from the Bible and look
at them closely, we find discrepancies.
Srila Prabhupada: What discrepancies
do you find?
Father Fransad: For example, in that
same verse and chapter the Bible also
says that the word of God became flesh
and this flesh was the son of God, Lord
Jesus Christ.

Srila Prabhupada: That simply means
that although Jesus Christ appeared in
the material world, he is transcenden-
tal, not of the material world.

Father Fransad: But we think that
Lord Jesus was a human being. He was
spiritual, but he was also part of the
material world.

Srila Prabhupada: No. If anything, the
material world is part of Jesus Christ,
but Jesus Christ is not part of the
material world.

Father Fransad: We beg to disagree.
We feel that Jesus had a human body, a
material body.

Srila Prabhupada: That body appears
human, but Jesus did not have material
flesh and blood. If Jesus had had a
material body, then how could he have
manifested his resurrection?

Father Fransad: Well, we would say
that God could create a glorious resur-

| rection of someone’s material body by |

His inconceivable power.

Srila Prabhupada: That is beside the
point. These rascals who wanted Jesus
Christ dead—why did they think they
could actually accomplish this? Be-
cause they themselves also thought,
“Jesus has a material body.” So Jesus
bewildered them more, so that they
would remain rascals. They would go
on thinking that Jesus had succumbed
to death at their hands and that he had
a material body.

Madame Siaude: Jesus bewildered
them?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, he bewildered
them more, by saying, “All right, go on
thinking like that.” That is their pun-
ishment. They remain in darkness,
thinking, “Jesus had a material body.”
Father Fransad: Again, we respect your
explanation, but we have another one.
Srila Prabhupada: But to give an expla-
I'I{—lfhi('lﬂ1 we must I'C]y on reason and
evidence. You cannot explain it whim-
sically. If Jesus Christ s the son of God,
that means he has a spiritual body.
Madame Siaude: Yes, we accept that
Christ has a spiritual body, but we say
that he also assumes a material body.
Srila Prabhupada: No. And another
thing. You accept Jesus Christ as God’s
only son. Do you not? And yet when
you pray in the church you address
God as “Our Father.” Then why do
you say Jesus Christ is God’s only son,
when you say in your prayer that ev-
eryoneis God’s son? If you want me to
address God as my Father, then [ am
also God’s son. So why do you say that
Jesus Christ is God’s only son?
Madame Siaude: Yes, we say that we
are “adopted sons.” All of us are also
God’s sons, but by adoption.

Srila Prabhupada: So these adopted
sons’ bodies and Jesus’ body cannot be
equal. The adopted son—not the real
son—has a material body. €

BRAHMA (continued from page 20)
to his worship—in Puskara, Rajasthan.

Still, Brahma is deeply revered as a
great devotee. In fact, he is considered
by all Vaisnavas to be a guna-avatara,
a manifestation of the Lord who pre-
sides over the mode of passion. Thus
his passionate nature is put to work,
and he is engaged in creation, as de-
scribed above. He is therefore known
as the “creator god.” in contradis-

tinction to Visnu, who is seen as “the |

preserver” (and the master of the mode i

of goodness), and Siva, “the destroy-
er” (who presides over the mode of
ignorance).

In popular Hinduism this triad of
avaltaras (trimarti) is viewed as mere-
ly diverse modalities of one and the
same God—and there is a scriptural
basis for this—but a careful study re-
veals that both Siva and Brahma are

subservient to Visnu.

In fact, making this clear—that
Krsna is supreme—was one of the
main reasons why Brahma wrote his
Brahma-samhita. Commenting on
the Brahma-sarhita, Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati Thakuranotes that
it refutes pancopasana, the popular
Hindu worship of five gods: Visnu,
Strya, Ganesa, Durga, and Siva.

“The worship of Visnu as found
inpancopasana,” Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
says, “does not please Visnu; it is
heterodox and highly improper.” Visnu
is the Supreme, the Personality of
Godhead; no one is equal to or great-
er than Him. But the worship of
Visnu as one of the five deities brings
Him down to the level of the others,
as though He were one of several
deities, and this is a great spiritual
offense.
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Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
continues, “It is the eternal duty of
all jivas [living beings] to serve [only]
Krsna, the Lord of all lords. All other
deities are His servitors. Their func-
tion is only to carry out Govinda’s
commands.” Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati concludes that those who
“conceive of the deities as the dif-
ferent names and bodies of Visnu
instead of knowing them as His ser-
vitors” will never acquire liberation.
One becomes perfectly liberated only
by surrendering fully unto Visnu,
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. @

Satyaraja Dasa is a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada and a regular contributor
to Back to Godhead. He has written
several books on Krsna consciousness.

| He and his wife live in New York City.



Let BTG serve you!

Newly released devotional items from around the world—
all here in one place for your convenience.

Going Home | :
( i By Nagaraja Dasa Going
1 | Home
Olgujana | Bhajanas and the Hare | Sagean

Drada

Shami

Krsna mantra, sung

to sweet Bengali melo-
dies. Singing accom-
panied by traditional

Indian instruments.

Nearly a full hour of
refreshing, devotion-
ally uplifting music.
CD $14.95; tape
$6.95; both $18.95.

Bhajanas
& Kirtanas

By Visnujana

Swami

Srila Prabhupada said he
could sing like a Gandharva.
Now for the first time we
bring you the legendary
Visnujana Swami on quality
CD. Each CD $14.95;

tapes $4.95.

Paficaratra Pradipa
By the GBC Deity Worship
Research Group

This exhaustive reference is a
must for anyone interested in

Deity worship. Two cloth- New
bound volumes, 524 pages, Full-Color
$34.95. Posters

THE HARE KRSNA CATALOG

Uniquely beautiful
posters of Krsna
conscious art. These
high-quality prints
are reproduced on
heavy-gauge textured
paper called Faux
canvas, which
provides a high
standard of color
quality. Poster #5 is
1312"x19", $6.95.
All others shown are
19"x27", $9.95 ea.
(More posters are
available.)

CALL TO ORDER 1-800-800-3BTG more inside



Let the Hare Krsna Catalog help you in

Read Srila Prabhupada’s books:

|

e Bhaktivedanta || We carry all of Srila Prabhupada’s books and
VedaBASE:

collected teachings. (Call for details.)

Wingoa
CORUM
The Compieie Teachings

fiis Divine Grace
abgiypidanta

Folio for Mac and Windows

Imagine having all of Prabhupada’s recorded words at your fingertips

within moments! Now for the first time you can use Folio in both Macintosh
and Windows platforms. Featuring cut-and-paste, diacritics, and query templates
for easy searches. All this for only $594.95. Abridged version, $294.95.

(Call for details.)

Hear from and about Srila Prabhupada:

Let There Be a Temple
Narrated by Amala Bhakta Dasa

A Centennial special! Narration
of the fifth volume of Srila
Prabhupada-lilamrta, with back-
ground music. Ten tapes in an

Srila Prabhupada’s Classes on CD album. $37.95.

The Bhaktivedanta Archives introduces the new Srila
Prabhupada Lecture Series in CD format. Each disk
contains 74 minutes of Prabhupada’s enlightening
instructions in high-quality sound. Our first three

offerings are $5.95 ea. (Call for details.) Favorite Bha_]anas and Kirtanas

By Srila Prabhupada

:
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These recordings have been remixed and

mastered to digital. CDs $14.95; tapes $4.95.

CD-1—Krishna Meditations
CD-2—Hare Krishna Classics and Originals
CD-3—5ongs of the Spiritual Masters
CD-4—Sri Brahma Sarihita
CD-5—Prabhupada Bhajans
CD-6—The Radha Krsna Temple
CD-7—Vibhavari Sesa
CD-8—Dasavatara

CD-9—Jaya Radhe Jaya Krsna
CD-10—Sri Sri C}li['\"?i?:;!?]l\'il]1]
CD-11—Sri Sri Siksastakam
CD-12—Hare Krishna Mahamantra
CD-13—Gauranga Bhajan

CD-14—Nitai Pada Kamala

CALL TO ORDER 1-800-800-3BTG
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crease your Prabhupada consciousness!

Worship Srila Prabhupada:

Classic Photos

112 of the best pictures ever taken
of Srila Prabhupada, in color and
black & white.

B e e O N .3 0L
o[ —————— TR 555 ()
1 Bl 2 P s $6.50
e e ey $14.00
20x24 ...$20.00

Call or write for our illustrated

list that shows you all the photos. et e
Also included: transcendental art, Srila Prabhupada s Lotus Feet

available as prints. Cast by Kumara Dasa

A special Centennial offering.

Gold-leafed, 5 1b, 14"x12", $108.

Raise your children in Krsna consciousness:

Chota’s Way
Adapted by Sthita-dhi Muni Dasa

(from the book by Satsvarapa

The Art
Of Teaching

Dasa Goswami) By Bhirijana Dasa

Chota is the world’s first Hare This comprehensive guide
Krsna mouse. Great for kids 8 and
up. Paperback, 134 pages, $6.95.
Activity book: spiral-bound, 50
pages, $4.50. Both for only $9.95.

for training children in
Krsna consciousness, writ-
ten by a leading educator
in [SKCON, weaves
together the traditional
Vedic system and ~ § Bhirijana Dasd
contemporary teaching
strategies. Hardbound,

506 pages, $24.95.
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Bhagavad-gita
An Illustrated

Introduction

An easy, joyful way

for anyone age five to i e =7 Bhagavad-gita
adult to use all the (8 OV

senses in learning

' key verses and con-
Rﬁdhﬁ-KI‘Sl‘_la Dolls cepts from the Gita.
Handerafted by Rukmini Devi Dasi 210 pages, includes

audio CD. $29.95.

These beautiful dolls are a great way to help
your kids grow in Krsna consciousness. Krsna

doll, $44.95; Radha doll, $44.95; both for
only $84.95. CALL TO ORDER 1-800-800-3BTG




Order today in 3 easy steps:

o Please fill out completely (even if you're phoning—so you have all information handy)

SOLD TO: SHIP TO:

Name Name

Address Address

Cirty State Zip City State Zip
Phone ( ) =9 Phone ( R

9 Here’s what I’d like to order:

QI ECEBE ITEM PRICE TOTAL _ P

CALL

us at 1-800-800-3284
Local calls: 1-910-871-2620

FAX

us at 1-910-871-3641

MAIL

to: The Hare Krsna Catalog
Ok I lere 155
Sandy Ridge, NC 27046

SHIPPING / HANDLING:
Mainland USA: Add 10% of

order value (add $2.50 minimum).
UPS won't deliver to P. O. box.
Puerto Rico & Hawaii: Priority

=
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Subtotal Air add 33% ($7 minimum).
Shipping/Handling Canada, Mexico: Add 20% of
Payment method: Tx order value ($5 minimum).
ElChetk cncloial bl (NC residents add 6%) Foreign: Surface mail add 30% of
eccencloedina O Total Amount total (3-6 weeks).

The Hare Krsna Catalog)
[ Please charge to my

O VISA O MasterCard

Air mail add 80% of total.

O Discover O American Express . éﬂ"?;;g‘cr'ggpnj
I?‘I'dmc on card P 'REE c‘r‘loc
Signature UPON REQUEST
Card #

Expiration date__ CALL TO ORDER @ 1-800-800-3284




EVERY IOWN
&VILLAGE

The worldwide activities of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

WORLD NEWS

Houston mayor Bob Lanier
proclaimed Lord Ramacandra’s

North America

appearance day Hare Krishna Cultural Center Day. A
thousand people attended a festival held that day, April
9, at the Center, [SKCON’s six-acre project known as
Hare Krishna Dhama.
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A dancer performs a traditional Indian dance at the Rama
festival in Houston.

Krsna conscious television is on the air in Houston. The
first shows introduced viewers to vegetarianism, the lives
of devotees, and the chanting of the holy names.

Devotees from the San Diego and Laguna Beach temples
set up six booths at San Diego’s twenty-fifth Earth Day
celebrations. Other Hare Krsna centers in various parts
of the world also spread the message that the earth
belongs to Lord Krsna.

A thirty-minute video on Srimad-Bhagavatam aired in
April on public-access television in Ft. Collins, Colorado.
Potential viewers: 100,000.

Twenty-four hours of nonstop Hare Krsna chanting filled
a hall provided by Toronto’s Bengali club last April. More
than eight hundred people took part in the program,
organized by ISKCON life member Raja Sarangi.

m Deities of Radha-Gopinatha have been
installed in a new temple on ISKCON's land in

Bhubaneswar, Orissa. The temple joins the already
existing temple for Krsna-Balarama and Lord Jagannatha.

Devotees in Surat, Gujarat, are building a new 36-room
guest house and restaurant adjacent to their temple.
Target for completion: November.

Europe The future of Hare Krishna Food for Life in

Armenia is uncertain because of persecution
of the devotees there. Before the attack last April on the
Hare Krsna temple in Yerevan (covered in the previous
issue of BTG), devotees had been passing out prasadam to
a thousand people a day.

BSE(] BHIIY

Advaita Acarya Dasa prepares prasadam for Hare Krishna
Food for Life in Armenia.

To get much of our news Back to Godhead teams up with ISKCON World Review, the newspaper of the Hare Krsna movement.
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Channel 111 of Croatian radio broadcast a five-part series | from the remote northeast Indian state of Manipur,

on Vaisnava music. The first one-hour show featured re- | performs songs and dances in glorification of Lord Krsna.
cordings by Srila Prabhupada. The other
shows presented works of ISKCON
musicians and discussions with ISKCON
leader Sacinandana Swami on the
history of Vaisnava music.

ISKCON?’s location in Oslo, Norway, has
shifted to an aristocratic house pur-
chased in the center of the city. Devo-
tees in Oslo also plan to expand their
restaurant, which lies directly across
from one of the biggest subway stations
in Oslo.

m The secretary general
of the United Nations
received a flower garland and a copy
of Bhagavad-gita As It Is last April in
Sydney. The secretary general, His
Excellency Dr. Boutros Boutros Ghali, e -
received the gifts at a conference on Devotees from Trinidad bring the Hare Krsna mantra to the streeis of

Global and Cultural Diversity. St. Lucia.

LT il |heprime minister of Singa- PO W L D 1hcistand of St. Lucia was
pore attended a performance of blessed in May with Krsna

the Ranganiketan Dance Troupe, organized by ISKCON | consciousness for the first time. Devotees chanted Hare

leader Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami. The troupe, Krsna on the streets of Vieux-Forte and Soufriere. They
also met with the minister of
education and culture and
discussed opening a center in St.
Lucia in 1996.

The Caribbean [l
gates to

the Second National Congress
for the Environment, held in
Quito, Ecuador, heard Krsna
devotees speak of spiritual
compassion toward all species.
Devotees proposed a God-
centered society as the solution
to environmental problems.

=
o

Commonwealth of
Independent States

Devotees have acquired land for
new temples in Kishinev, Mol-
dova, and three Ukranian cities
—Lugansk, Lvov, and Nikolayev.
In Nikolayev, materials are being
donated, and devotees have
already begun the work.
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PADAYATRA
NEWS

Padayatra America

September 17 marks the thirticth
anniversary of Srila Prabhupada’s
arrival in America. So from Com-
monwealth Pier in Boston, where
Srila Prabhupada first landed, Pada-
yatra America will begin a walking
tour of the U.S. The devotees will
first walk to New York City and from
there travel by car to hold walking
festivals in other American cities. The
festivals will be part of the Srila
Prabhupada Centennial, in 1996.

A Padayatra success story: When
the members of Padayatra America
traveled through Nicaragua last year,
they met two men who had been
reading Prabhupada’s books for eight
years but had never before met devo-
tees. By speaking with the devotees,
the men became inspired to start a
temple. When the Padayatra returned
to Nicaragua this year, devotees
spoke on Bhagavad-gita at the temple
the men have opened.

Padayatra Europe

Last May fifteen devotees from Eng-
land ferried to Portugal, where they
walked from Porto, on the coast, to
Lisbon. During the three-week walk
devotees passed out 1,450 Back to
Godheads, 25,000 leaflets, and 9,000
packets of popcorn prasadam.

For more information about Pada-
yalra, contact:

Padayatra America

1030 Grand Avenue

Pacific Beach, San Diego, CA 92109
Phone: (619) 483-2500

Padayatra England and Europe
Bhaktivedanta Manor

Letchmore Heath, Watford, Herts.
WD?2 8BEP, England

Phone: +44 (92) 385-7244

CALENDAR CLOSE-UP

The Jaladuta, the cargo ship that carried
Srila Prabhupada to America in 1965.

Srila Prabhupada’s Arrival in America
September 17

fter a thirty-five-day sea journey from Calcutta, Srila Prabhu-
padareached Boston’s Commonwealth Pier on September 17,
1965. He took ashort walk into the city and then returned to the ship.
As he awaited the ship’s departure for New York, Srila Prabhupada
composed a Bengali poem, entitled “Markine Bhagavat-dharma”
(“Teaching Krsna Consciousness in America”). Here are some
verses from that poem:

My dear Lord Krsna, You are so kind upon this useless soul, but [
do not know why You have brought me here. Now You can do
whatever you like with me.

But I guess You have some business here; otherwise, why would
You bring me to this terrible place?

Most of the population here is covered by the material modes of

ignorance and passion. Absorbed in material life they think them-
selves very happy and satisfied, and therefore they have no taste for
the transcendental message of Vasudeva [Krsna].

How will I make them understand this message of Krsna con-
sciousness? I am very unfortunate, unqualified, and the most fallen.
Therefore [ am seeking Your benediction so that I can convince them,
for I am powerless to do so on my own.

Somehow or other, O Lord, You have brought me here to speak
about You. Now, my Lord, it is up to You to make me a success or
failure, as You like.

O Lord, I am just like a puppet in Your hands. So if You have
brought me here to dance. then make me dance, make me dance, O
Lord, make me dance as You like.

(Full calendar, page 63)
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Guru Sakti Dasa and his family

A Place
To Grow wit
Krsna

Organizers of the new Hare Krsna farm
and village in France hope to develop
an ideal place for families to live and work
in Krsna consciousness.

Interview by Jayadvaita Swami
with reporting by Tattvavit Dasa

URU SAKTI DASA, 36, origi-
nally from Ttaly, joined the |
Hare Krsna movement sev-

enteen yearsagoin Schloss Rettershof,
Germany. He is a disciple of one of
Srila Prabhupada’s leading disciples,
Harikesa Swami.

For almost ten years Guru Sakti dis-
tributed Krsna conscious books, mainly
in the French-speaking area of Swit-
zerland. Twelve years ago he married,
and now he and his wife, Visnu Devi,
have two children: a five-year-old son
named Syémasundara and a four-year-
old girl, Yamuna.

For almost seven years, Guru Sakti
was the president of the Hare Krsna
temple in Zurich, Switzerland.

In 1993 he negotiated the pur-
chase of a farm in France, known as
Chateau Bellevue. The farm hasstarted
to become a Krsna conscious village,
called Bhaktivedanta Village,and Guru
Sakti serves on the village council.

This interview took place in India |

last March.

BTG: What is the concept for your
French village project?

Guru Sakti Dasa: We want to create a
place where families can settle down,
have their own houses, do some busi-

ness, send their children to a Krsna
conscious school, and at the same time
live in the association of devotees.

I got involved in community devel-
opment four years ago because I saw
the need for such communities in the
Krsna consciousness movement. Peo-
ple joinatemple, getmarried, and then
go out again. And somehow it’s easy
to get entangled in many activities
just to maintain your family. Then you
can become isolated and have diffi-
culty keeping your Krsna conscious
standards.

So we want to create a place where
devotees can live peacefully in a natu-
ral setting and develop their loving

| relationship with Krsnaand otherdevo-

tees. In this way we can show how we
practically apply our philosophy. We
can show people that our philosophy is
not limited to temple life or monastic
life. We can demonstrate how to live
according to Krsna’s ideal for society.
BTG: How many people live in the
community?

GSD: About thirty—some families and
some unmarried devotees.

BTG: Do the devotees living on the
project own their own land?

GSD: At present everything belongs
to the Society, to ISKCON. But we
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Brussels  Frankfurt
(550km) (470 km)

(370 km) 4
Zurich
{300 km)

Geneva
{180 km) Milan
(450 km)

Bordeaux
(780 km)

Barcelona
(850 k)

Strategic Location

The chateau sits in a good location for
spreading Krsna consciousness. It is near
the Swiss and German borders and is three
hours from Zurich, two hours from Basel,
two hours from Geneva and Lausanne,
and two hours from Paris. The nearest
town is Dole, with forty thousand inhabi-
tants, just ten minutes by car. And two
bigger towns, Dijon and Besancon, about
twenty minutes away. have about four
hundred thousand people.

An important highway passes near the
project. It comes from northern Germany
and goes to southern Spain. So the Swiss
and Germans who go on holiday to south-
ern France or Spain take that highway.

The devotees plan to attract tourists
by advertising their guesthouse and vege-
tarian restaurant. The project is already
being used for Krsna conscious retreats
and seminars.

40

Kids get a feel for traditional
transportation (above) during
a summer-camp festival. At
right and far right, the faces of
the children tell us the ox-cart’s
a great way fo travel.
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> the propert L.“Pll.ll‘ul{)
dmll familie

Deity.
BTG: Are you looking for a certain
kind of person to join the community?
GSD: We want people to come who
will take advantage of the community
but who also have something to ¢
That means people who are qualifie
and experienced and can contribute
materially and spiritually.
We do best with mature
who know what they want and can
stand what we’re trying to do.
xplam whal' the '
vhat we

hatrules do you expect people
to follow to live in the community
: One has to follow the four re
lative principles.* but one doesn’t have
to come to the daily morning program
or chant sixt rounds a day. Of
course, when - initiat
expect them to follow the program and
chant sixteen rounds. But this place
Shc uld be hroad cnough to Lilluw many

come purified and auto \

up the chanting and the rest of
program.

BTG: How is Bhaktivedanta Village
governed?

GSD: For now we have a village cc

cil that meets twice a month. The
partment heads and qenior d

the future we will ha

BTG: How doe

How is the farm bLl].'\p 2d?

GSD: From the beginning we orga-
zed various departments that are

financially independent to avoid a

*Devot

movement vow to follov

no intoxicants, no meat-eating, no illic

¢ y also attend an

chanting, and chant a strand of 1(
tion beads at least sixteen times a day.
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The rising sun
brightens a
pasture (above) at
Bhaktivedanta
Village. The
project covers 200
acres. At left, oxen
engaged as they
should be—
plowing the earth
to grow food. Far
left: barn-cleaning
time.

121, ey

responsibility for their lives. Everyone
on the farm is economically indepen-
dent, so everyone has to be productive;
otherwise he cannot maintain himself.
Thisis a healthy challenge to the devel-
opment of the individual.

Of course, there are some expenses
that affect the entire project. So our
central administration rents land and

rooms to the various devotees and de- |

partments, and in this way the regular
income covers the insurance, taxes,
electricity, and whatever other expenses
there are.

BTG: What sort of work is going on
now? How are people earning a living?
GSD: We have a preaching depart-
ment, a kitchen department, a cow de-
partment, an agriculture and garden
department,and amanagement depart-
ment. Only the managers, who take
care of legalities and finances, are main-
tained by the temple budget. The
preaching department takes care of
itself. The kitchen department gets
money by cooking for the other mem-
bers of the community. The cows from
our previous farm are old and some-
what unproductive, so the Swiss tem-
plesmaintain the cow department. And

Nayana
Maiijart Devi
Dasi, the
village’s head
flower grower,
harvests wheat
by hand.

the agriculture and garden department
maintains itself by selling vegetables
and flowers to community members
and the temple in Zurich.

BTG: What are your economic plans
for the future?

GSD: We want to set up businesses
related to agriculture and make prod-
ucts we can market professionally. Of
course, first we want to sell to the devo-
tee community and congregational
members, but we can expand and sell
tostores. Mainly we want to depend on
agriculture, because that is the most
secure and the least artificial economic
platform.

BTG: What sort of agricultural work is
going on now at the farm?

GSD: In the first year we produced a
big quantity of grains, vegetables, and
flowers for the Deities and devotees in
Zurich. This year we have more of an
infrastructure, so we’ll produce even
more.

Our aim is to grow all the food
needed for the devotees in the Swiss
temples for the whole year. We espe-
cially want to provide for the book
distributors so they can stay healthy
and strong and distribute many books
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Scale Model of the Village

The chateau (1) caps a hill. It will be used as a guesthouse and a restaurant. The two buildings that stand
immediately behind it, formerly servants’ quarters, are now apartments, a dining hall, and a bakery. The four
other buildings on the top of the hill (2), now being renovated, will function as a school, apartments, and a
workshop for making soap, toothpaste, and cosmetics. A temple (3) will be built east of the chateau. On the slope
of the hill will go sixteen residential buildings (4). a commercial center (5), a park. a pond, and a playground (6).

for many years. The more we become
aware of the unhealthy ways that food
in the materialistic society is produced,
the more we want to eat our own food
so we know what we’re eating.

BTG: What's your attitude toward the
use of technology?

GSD: We want to get rid of needless
technology, but that has to happen
gradually, as people learn to work with
natural means. Why work hard in fac-
tories in the name of progress and for-
getabout God? Here we want torestore
God consciousness and anatural means
of earning one’s livelihood.

BTG: What role do you play on the
farm?

GSD: My role mainly is toinspire devo-
tees, give them a vision, and help them

settle at the farm. I also take care of
finances, construction, administration,
organization, and legal affairs.

In the beginning you have to put a
lot into organizing. But as the project
takes shape and stands more on its
own—say in another year—I hope that
other people can take up the manage-
ment and I can do more counseling. |
am also involved in getting the school
established.

BTG: So far, then, you don’t have a
school.

GSD: Not yet. We want to develop a
gurukula, of course, a Krsna conscious
school. Otherwise, where will our kids
go for schooling? So first we’ll start a
day school, then later add a boarding
school. If we have a good school, auto-
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matically devotees and friends will
settle at our place and enroll their
children. That will make the project a
success.

Devotees need communities, and
children need a Krsna conscious edu-
cation. We can’t expect the renounced
members of our movement to see to
this; it has to come from the household-
ers’ side. So more and more senior
householders should take this need
seriously and invest their time and
energy into developing communities
and schools. Prabhupada gave us many
wonderful instructions in this regard.
If we discuss his instructions and how
to implement them, then Krsna will
give us the intelligence to make them
happen.



If you are interested in hearing lectures,
then sastra says, “Hear of Visnu,” not of any rascal.
Hear from a Vaisnava, a devotee of the Lord.
Then you will be benefited.

MIND (continued from page 10)

If youinerease your mode of goodness,
then you are gradually promoted to a
more and more comfortable situation.

Il you go to Siddhaloka, at once you
become a perfect yogi. The yogis try
to get some material power, or siddhi.
For example. if one gets prapti-siddhi,
whatever he likes he can get at once.
And people will come to him, “Oh,
hereis God. He is creating rasagulla.”*
[Laughter.]

A vyogl in Benares will make two
rasagullas appear in a pot when any-
one comes to see him. And even big,
big men become surprised—*0Oh. here
is God.” They don’t ask, “What is the
price of these rasagullas?” Say, four
cents? So by jugglery of four cents
he became God. This rascaldom is
going on. By jugglery of four cents,
eight cents, or four hundred, or four
thousand—if one can make some jug-
glery. then he becomes God. This is
foolishness.

Therefore Krsna says that this kind
ol yoga practice is simply cheating.
Krsna describes the first-class vogr:
voginam api sarvesdarn mad-gatenantar-
atmand. One who thinks always of
Krsna—*Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna”
is a first-class yogl.

HEAR FROM A DEVOTEE

Some foolish people are cheated by
yogic jugglery, and the yogi gets some
material position. But there are many
ways to get some material position.
Even a politician may attract many
millions of people to hear him speak.
Butwhatis the benefit of such hearing?
First of all we have to see what is the
benefit. Sravanwn kirtanan visnoh. 1f
you are interested in hearing lectures,
then sastra says, “Hear of Visnu,” not

A milk sweel.

of any rascal. Hear from a Vaisnava, a
devotee of the Lord. Then you will be
benefited. Otherwise you will not be
benefited. Avaisnavo gurur na syat.
Thatis the injunction of the sastra. One
who is an avaisnava, a non-Vaisnava,
cannot become gurt.

Sat-karma-nipuno vipro mantra-
tantra-visaradah. A brahmana may be
very expert in saf-karma, six occupa-
tional duties: patana, patana, vajana,
vajana, dana, and pratigraha. Pathana
means that a brahmana must be a very,
very learned scholar by reading Vedic
literature. Pathana means that he must
teach others the Vedic literature.

Formerly it was the custom that
brahmanas not accept service under
anyone. They would sitdown anywhere
and open aschool to teach Vedic litera-
ture. And the students would go door
todoorforbegging—"Mother, give me
some alms.” Whatever they would bring
would be cooked and offered to Krsna,
and the prasadam would be distributed
amongst themselves. That was the tra-
ditional process of education—not pay-
ing some [ee and giving some bribe to
enterschooland thenreceiving arascal
education. No. First-class education,
without any fee, from the realized
soul—that was the educational system,
varnasrama-dharma.

Sowe have to find out such a guru—
a Vaisnava. Sastra says, sat-karma-
nipuno vipro mantra-tantra-visaradal.
The brahmana must not only be expert
in six kinds of occupational duty, but
alsomantra-tantra-visaradah: *“He must
know Vedic mantras and tfantras—
chants and rituals—perfectly well.”
Avaisnavo gurur na syat: “But if he is
an avaisnava, he cannot be a guru.” An
avaisnava does not believe in the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead Visnu,
or he believes that demigods, such as
Lord Siva or Lord Brahma, the best of
the demigods, are equal to Visnu. For

example, Ravana was a very learned
scholar and the son of a brahmana.
And he was economically developed.
His only fault was that he was an
avaisnava: he did not care for Lord
Rama. So he is designated a raksasa,
an uncivilized atheist.

One who is not a devotee of Visnu,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
cannot become a guru. Thatis not pos-
sible. And vaisnavah sva-paco guruh.
Sva-paca means the dog-eaters, can-
dalas, the lowest of mankind. Candalo
‘pidvija-srestho hari-bhakti-paravanah.
If somehow or other such a person has
become a Vaisnava, then he can be-
come guru. But the expert brahmana
who is not a Vaisnava cannot.

Krsnasays, “Anyone who takesshel-
ter of Me, even if he belongs to the
papa-yoni—the candalas—is eligible
to go back home, back to Godhead.”

One should not consider whether a
Vaisnava is born of a low family, not a
brahmanafamily. Such a consideration
is naraki-buddhi, hellish. Sri Sanatana
Gosvami says:

avaisnava-mukhodgirnar
puitam hari-kathamrtam

Sravanam na kartavyam
sarpocchistam vatha pavah

If an avaisnava, a Mayavadi, speaks
about Bhagavatam or Bhagavad-giia,
one should not hear his speech. One
should avoid it because it will create
some misunderstanding. Caitanya
Mahaprabhu has forbidden strongly—
mayavadi-bhasya Sunile haya sarva-
nasa: “If one hears from a Mayavadi
impersonalist about Bhagavad-gita or
Srimad-Bhagavatam, then one is
doomed.” Therelore, tad-vijaanartharm
sa gurum evabhigacchet: one should
approach a Vaisnava to accept him as
guru and then take lessons from him
and make one’s life successtul.

Thank you very much. €3
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THE HISTORY OF GREATER

MAHABHARATA

INDIA

Bhima Frees

Ekacakra

While in hiding disguised as a brahmana,
Bhima gets a chance to use his extraordinary strength.

Translated from Sanskrit
by Hridayananda Dasa Goswami

The sage Vaisampayana is telling the history
ofthe Pandavas to their great-grandson, King
Janamejaya. As the Mahabharata continues,
the Pandavas are now living disguised as
brahmanas with a brahmana family. Kunti,
the mother of the Pandavas, has overheard
the family speaking about a great predica-
ment: one of them must deliver food to a Rak-
sasa—a man-eater—and so give up his or her
life. Kunti offers to solve the family’s plight.

UNTI DEVI SAID to the brahmana,

“You should in no way be depressed

over this danger, for there isclearly a

means to get free from the Raksasa. You

have a little son and a saintly virgin daughter.

I don’t think that you, the children, or your

wife should go. I have five sons, Brahmana,

and one of them will take the offering on
your behalf and go to the sinful Raksasa.”

The brahmana said, “Though I wish to

live, I shall absolutely not do what you sug-

gest. When a brahmana 1s a guest in my

home, I shall never take his life to serve my

own interest. Even among the most low-
born and irreligious women, there is no such
rule that a woman is to sacrifice herself and
her son for a brahimana. 1 should know what
is best for me, so it seems, and between
murdering a brahmana and killing myself,
better that I take my own life.

“Killing a brahmana is the greatest sin.
There is no atoning for such an act, even if
committed unknowingly, so it is best that I
take my own life. I do not desire to be killed,
good woman, but if killed by others I would
be guilty of no sin. Were I to intentionally
cause a brahmana’s death, I see no means of
atonement for such a shameless act of cru-
elty. In just the same way, to sacrifice a
person who has come to my home seeking
shelter, to cause the death of one begging
me for charity, I would consider the su-
preme cruelty. In ancient times the great
souls who understood religious duties per-
formed in times of trouble stated that one
must never perform an abominable act or
an act of cruelty. It is better that I myself

lustrations by Puskara Dasa
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Bhima battles Baka, a man-eater who had kept the village of Ekacakra under his vicious grip.



Yudhisthira said to Kunti, “What is
this rash enthusiasm that has led you to such a
thoughtless act? The saintly do not recommend
that a mother sacrifice her own son.”

perish with my wife, for I shall never
allow the killing of a brahmana under
any circumstances.”

Kunti Devi said, “Learned brah-
mana, my mind will not move from my
conviction that sages such as you must
be protected. Nor is it that I don’t love
my own son. Even if I had a hundred
sons, I would dearly love every one of
them. The simple fact is that the
Raksasa does not have the power to
kill my son.

“My son has perfected the art of
mantras. He is powerful and can burn
like fire. My mind is convinced that he
will deliver all the food to the Raksasa
and then free himself. We have already
seen many strong and giant Raksasas
do battle with my heroicson, and every
one of them was killed.

“But this is not to be spoken to
anyone, no matter what, O brahmana,
for surely people would desire to get
this knowledge, and out of curiosity
they would harass my sons. And with-
out the permission of his guru, even if
my son were to teach his knowledge to
another the science would not perform
its function. That is the opinion of the
saintly sages.”

At these words of Kunti the brah-
mana and his wife joyfully welcomed
her proposal, which seemed to them
like the life-giving nectar of the gods.
Thereupon, Kunti and the brahmana
went and spoke to Bhima, telling him
that he must execute the task. He
agreed and said, “So be it.”

YUDHISTHIRA PROTESTS

O Bharata, after Bhima had given
his word, saying, “I shall do it!™ the
other Pandavas returned home, bring-
ing the alms they had gathered.

Yudhisthira,son of Pandu, knew his
brother well and could see from

Bhima’s appearance that something
was happening. Sitting down with his

| mother in private, Yudhisthira asked

her, “What is Bhima about to do, with
all his awesome prowess? Has he re-
ceived permission for something he
desires to do here?”

Kunti Devi said, “Yes. Bhima, |

burner of the foe, will on my order
perform a great task to help the
brahmana and set the city free.”
Yudhisthira Maharaja [understand-
ing the task] said, “What is this rash
enthusiasm that has led you to such a
thoughtless act? The saintly do not
recommend that amother sacrifice her
own son. Why do you want to give up
your own son for the sake of someone
else’s son? By sacrificing your son, you
have violated the moral codes of this
world. By depending on his two arms,
we all sleep peacefully at night and
shall take back our kingdom, stolen
from us by wicked cousins. Such is
Bhima's immeasurable strength and
courage that just by thinking about
him, Duryodhana and Sakuni cannot
lic down peacefully in their many man-
sions. By the strength of that mighty
hero. we were saved from the house of
lac and from other wicked men. He is
the one who slew Purocana. Because

we depend upon his strength, we are

confident we shall cut down the sons of
Dhrtarastraand regain ourrightful rule
over this most abundant earth. What
were you thinking of that convinced
you to abandon him? Could it not be
that your intelligence was overcome
by your many troubles and you lost
vour discrimination?”

Kunti Devi said, “Yudhisthira, you
need not lament for Bhima. Nor did |
reach my decision because of weak
intelligence. Here in this brahmana’s
house we have been living very hap-
pily, my son, and | have correctly con-
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cluded that we must do something for
him in return. After all, a man is mea-
sured by his gratitude; a great man
remembers what another has done
for him.

“Having seen Bhima’s great prow-
essin the house of lac and the killing of
Hidimba, I now have full confidence in
him. The great power in Bhima’s arms
is equal to the strength of thousands of
elephants, and by that strength all of
you,whoare yourselves like elephants,
were carried out of Varanavata. There
is no one with the strength of Bhima,
nor will there be. Why, he could stand
up in battle to thunder-wielding Indra,
the best of the gods. Long ago, just a
few days after his birth, he fell from my
lap onto the hillside. So strong was his
body that his limbs pulverized the
mountain stone.

“With properintelligence, I recalled
the actual strength of Bhima, and I
made up my mind, Pandava, to repay
ourdebt tothe learned brahmana. This
decision is not a result of greed or
ignorance, nor does it proceed from
delusion. With careful thought I have
determined our duty. Two purposes
will be accomplished: we shall repay
our stay in this house, and we shall
perform an act of great piety. [ have
heard from authorities that a warrior
who helps a brahmana in his hour of
need attains to the planets where the
pious dwell. A warrior who saves an-

other warrior from death achieves

widespread glory in this world and in
the next. A warrior who helps a mer-
chant in battle will certainly gain popu-
larity among the citizens of every
country. And a king who saves a la-
borer who has come to him begging
for shelter will take birth in a wealthy
family honored by the government.
“Vyasadeva, the incarnation of
Godhead, has already declared these



The people of Ekacakra find the slain man-eater outside the city gates.

instructions, O Kaurava son, and he is
extremely wise. Therefore, this is the
desirable course of action.”

Yudhisthira Maharaja said, “You
acted, Mother, out of compassion for a
suffering brahmana, and I see now that
your planis proper and well conceived.
Bhima will surely slay that man-eater
and return to us. But we must seriously
advise and restrain the brahmana so
that the residents of the city do not
discover us.”

BHIMA CONFRONTS BAKA

When the night had passed, the Pan-
dava Bhimasena gathered the food and
went to where the man-cater was wait-
ing. Approaching the Raksasa’s forest,
the powerful Pandava called out the
Raksasa’s name, Baka, inviting him to
come and eat the food. Thereupon the
Raksasa, hearing Bhimasena’s words,
came in a fit of rage to where Bhima
was stationed. Baka’s body was huge,
andashe came atgreatspeed he seemed
to shatter the earth. He tightened his
eyebrows, which stood up like tridents,
and he chewed horribly on his lips.

[While waiting for the demon,
Bhima had begun to eat the food.]
Seeing that Bhimasena was eating food
meant for him, the Raksasa opened his
eyeswide and angrily said, “Who s this
stupid man who before my very eyes
eats food sent for me? He must be
cager to visit the lord of death!”

Hearing this, O Bharata, Bhima sim-
ply laughed, rudely ignored the Rak-
sasa, looked away, and continued to

. cat. Thenwithaheart-stopping scream,

the man-eater raised his hands and
rushed to kill Bhimasena. But the
mighty Pandava warrior again showed
his contempt for the Raksasa, for with-
out even looking up he continued to
ealt the food.

Wild with indignation, the Raksasa
stood behind Kunti’s son and slammed
him in the back with both fists. Thus
severely struck by the powerful de-
mon, Bhima did not even glance at the
Raksasa but went on eating.

Bhima gradually finished his meal.
After washing his hands and mouth
with water, that best of men stood up
with all his enormous power, overjoyed
at the opportunity to fight.

Newly enraged, the mighty Raksasa
uprooted a tree and again rushed upon
Bhima, trying to smash him with this
weapon. As the tree was furiously
hurled at him, powerful Bhima simply
grabbed it. He held it with his left hand
and laughed loudly, O Bharata.

Thereupon the demon pulled many
kinds of trees out of the earth and
hurled them at Bhima, who hurled them
back at the Raksasa. A terrifying fight
with trees arose between Baka and
the Pandava, O king, and all the forest
trees were ruined.

Proudly shouting his own name,
Baka then rushed up to mighty Bhima
and seized him with his arms. Bhima-
sena then wrapped his own huge arms
about the Raksasa. As the demon
writhed mightily in Bhima’s grip,
powerful Bhima dragged him about,
and the demon dragged him in turn.
Thus the man-eater was afflicted by
intense fatigue. By the great power of
the two fighters, the very earth shook.
Battling their way through the forest,
they pulverized gigantic trees.

Seeing clearly that the Raksasa was
coming to the end of his endurance,
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Vrkodara, Bhima,slammed him against
the ground and pounded him with his
fists. Then Bhima pushed hard with
his knee on the demon’s back, holding
the demon’s neck with his right hand
and seizing the demon’s waist cloth
with his left. As the demon screamed
and bellowed in horrible anguish,
Bhima broke him in two. As the hor-
rible monster was being cracked apart,
blood flowed from his mouth.

Terrified by the sound, the Raksasa’s
loyal followers rushed out of their
homes, O king, accompanied by their
servants. The powerful Bhima calmed
them down, for they were practically
fainting with fright. That best of fight-
ers then made them agree to a treaty:
“You Raksasas are never again to com-
mit violence against human beings.
Thosewho commit violence will at once
be killed in the same way as Baka.”

O Bharata, when the Raksasasheard
this command they replied, “So be it!”
and accepted the terms of the treaty.
From that time on, O Bharata, the
Raksasas of that country became peace-
ful and could be seen moving about
the city with the humans who dwelled
there.

Bhima took the lifeless body of the
man-eater, threw it down by the city
gate, and departed unseen. Having
killed the demon, he returned to the
house of the brahmana and told King
Yudhisthira all that had happened.

At daybreak, when the people be-
gan to walk outside the city gates they

beheld the Raksasa lying dead on the |

ground, ripped asunder, blood still
oozing from his body, which resembled
a mountain summit. Seeing the fright-
ful scene, they went back into the city
of Ekacakra and reported the news.
Then, O king, the men of the city
came there by the thousands with their
wives, elders, and young children to
see the slain Baka. They were all aston-
ished at this superhuman deed, and all
the people offered prayers and wor-
ship to their deities. The citizens calcu-
lated whose turn it had been that day
to feed the demon. Thus they ap-
proached the brahmana and inquired
from him about the awesome event.
Although questionedrepeatedly, the
brahmana protected the Pandavas.
That best of sages declared to all the
townspeople, “When ordered to feed

the demon, I was weeping with my
family when a very mighty brahmana
| with perfect knowledge of mantras saw
me in that pitiable state. He first in-
quired about the cause of my suffering
and then about the misfortune of our
city. Laughing as if to encourage me,
that most noble brahmana bravely de-
clared, ‘I shall deliver this food to the
evil Baka! Do not fear for my sake.’ He
took the food and went toward Baka’s
forest. Clearly it was that saint who
accomplished this feat for the good of
the world.”
The brahmanas and ksatriya princes

| were quite amazed. Together with the

merchants and workers they celebrated
a festival in honor of the brahmanas

[for a brahmanahad saved them]. Soon
after, all the country folk came to the
city to see the great wonder. The sons
of Prtha continued to dwell in the very
same place.

Hridayananda Dasa Goswami led the
team of devotee-scholars who com-
pleted the translation and commentary
of the Stimad-Bhagavatam begun by
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada. Hridayananda
Dasa Goswami has extensively taught
Krsna consciousness in India, Europe,
the United States, and Latin America.
He is now doing graduate work in San-
skrit and Indian Studies at Harvard
University.
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| SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM |

REAKING FREE

Rendered from Sanskrit into English,
with commentary,
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness

Lord k apila, an incarnation of Lord Krsna, is teaching
His mother, Devahiiti, about material nature. As Srimad-
Bhagavatam continues, Lord Kapila describes how the
soul can become free of material nature’s influence.

THIRD CANTO/CHAPTER 27

2 & uy 3 sEastiREE |
TEHRITREE Fareanm=a || R |

sa esa yarhi prakrter
gunesv abhivisajjate

ahankriva-vimiadhatma
kartasmity abhimanyate

sah—that very living entity; esahi—this; yarhi—when;
prakrteh—of material nature; gunesu—in the modes; abhi-
visajjate—is absorbed; ahankriya—by false ego: vimiidha
—Dbewildered; arma—the individual soul; karta—the doer;
asmi—I am; iti—thus; abhimanyate—he thinks.

When the soul is under the spell of material nature and
false ego, identifying his body as the self, he becomes
absorbed in material activities, and by the influence of
false ego he thinks that he is the proprietor of everything.

PURPORT: Actually the conditioned soul is forced to act
under the pressure of the modes of material nature. The
living entity has no independence. When he is under the
direction of the Supreme Personality of Godhead he is
free, but when, under the impression that he is satisfying
his senses, he engages in sense gratificatory activities, he is
actually under the spell of material nature. In Bhagavad-
gita it is said, prakrteh kriyamandni: one acts according to

the particular modes of nature he has acquired. Guna
refers to the qualities of nature. He is under the qualities
of nature, but he falsely thinks that he is the proprietor.
This false sense of proprietorship can be avoided simply
by engaging oneself in devotional service under the direc-
tion of the Supreme Lord or His bona fide representative.
Arjuna, in Bhagavad-gita, was trying to accept for
himself the responsibility for killing his grandfather and
teacher in the fight, but he became freed from that
proprietorship of action when he acted under the direc-
tion of Krsna. He fought, but he was actually freed from
the reactions of fighting, although in the beginning, when
he was nonviolent, unwilling to fight, the entire responsi-
bility was upon him. That is the difference between
liberation and conditioning. A conditioned soul may be
very good and act in the mode of goodness, but still he 1s
conditioned under the spell of material nature. A devo-

| tee, however, acts completely under the direction of the

Supreme Lord. Thus his actions may not appear to be of
a very high quality to the common man, but the devotee
has no responsibility.

3 ] dEneEEmImsetaga: |
mAfed: FAEN: SEEEEREIEY 13 1)

tena samsara-padavim
avaso "bhyety anirvrtah

prasangikaih karma-dosaih
sad-asan-misra-yonisu

tena—by this; samsara—of repeated birth and death;
padavim—the path; avasah—helplessly; abhyeti—he
undergoes; anirvriah—discontented; prasarngikailh—
resulting from association with material nature; karma-
dosaih—Dby faulty actions; sat—good; asat—bad; misra—
mixed; yonisu—in different species of life.
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The conditioned soul therefore transmigrates into
different species of life, higher and lower, because of his
association with the modes of material nature. Unless he
is relieved of material activities, he has to accept this
position because of his faulty work.

PURPORT: Here the word karma-dosaili means “by faulty
actions.” This refers to any activity, good or bad, per-
formed in this material world—they are all contaminated,
faulty actions because of material association.

The foolish conditioned soul may think that he is
offering charity by opening hospitals for material benefit
or by opening an educational institution for material
education, but he does not know that all such work 1s also
faulty because it will not give him relief from the process
of transmigration from one body to another. It is clearly
stated here, sad-asan-misra-yonisu. This means that one
may take birth in a very high family or he may take his
birth in higher planets. among the demigods, for his so-
called pious activities in the material world. But this work
is also faulty because it does not give liberation. To take
birth in a nice place or a high family does not mean that
one avoids undergoing the material tribulations, the
pangs of birth, death, old age and disease. A conditioned
soul under the spell of material nature cannot understand
that any action he performs for sense gratification is
faulty and that only his activities in devotional service to
the Lord can give him release from the reaction of faulty
activities. Because he does not cease such faulty activities,
he has to change to different bodies, some high and some
low. That is called samsara-padavim, which means this
material world, from which there is no release. One who
desires material liberation has to turn his activities to
devotional service. There is no alternative.

4 N efigmsR dgfk faada |
! e @eAsAgia 991 1 8 |l

arthe hy avidyamane “pi
samsriir na nivartate

dhyayato visayan asya
svapne ‘narthagamo yatha

arthe—real cause; hi—certainly; avidyamane—not exist-
ing; api—although; sarsrtih—the material existential
condition; na—not; nivartate—does cease; dhyayatah—
contemplating: visayan—objects of the senses; asya—of
the living entity: svapne—in a dream; anartha—of
disadvantages; agamah—arrival; yatha—Tlike.

Actually a living entity is transcendental to material
existence, but because of his mentality of lording it over
material nature, his material existential condition does
not cease, and just as in a dream, he is affected by all
sorts of disadvantages.
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PURPORT: The example of a dream is very appropriate.
Due to different mental conditions, in dreams we are put
into advantageous and disadvantageous positions. Simi-
larly, the spirit soul has nothing to do with this material
nature, but because of his mentality of lording it over, he
is put into the position of conditional existence.
Conditional existence is described here as dhyayato
visayan asya. Visaya means “an object of enjoyment.” As
long as one continues to think that he can enjoy material
advantages, he is in conditioned life, but as soon as he
comes to his senses, he develops the knowledge that he is
not the enjoyer, for the only enjoyer is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. As confirmed in Bhagavad-gita
(5.29), He is the beneficiary for all the results of sacrifices
and penances (bhoktaram yajiia-tapasam), and He is the
proprietor of all the three worlds (sarva-loka-mahes-
varant). He is the actual friend of all living entities. But
instead of leaving proprietorship. enjoyment and the actual
position as the friend of all living entities to the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, we claim that we are the propri-
etors, the enjoyers and the friends. We perform philan-
thropic work, thinking that we are the friends of human
society. Someone may proclaim himself to be a very good
national worker, the best friend of the people and of the
country, but actually he cannot be the greatest friend of
everyone. The only friend is Krsna. One should try to raise
the consciousness of the conditioned soul to the platform
of understanding that Krsna is his actual friend. If one
makes friendship with Krsna, one will never be cheated,
and he will get all help needed. Arousing this conscious-
ness of the conditioned soul is the greatest service, not
posing oneself as a great friend of another living entity. The
power of friendship is limited. Although one claims to be a
friend, he cannot be a friend unlimitedly. There are an
unlimited number of living entities, and our resources are
limited; therefore we cannot be of any real benefit to the
people in general. The best service to the people in general
is to awaken them to Krsna consciousness so that they may
know that the supreme enjoyer, the supreme proprietor
and the supreme friend is Krsna. Then this illusory dream
of lording it over material nature will vanish.

5 99wy FAfEN saveREdr 9 |
afwara diam s 9 g e

ata eva sanais cittam
prasaktam asatam pathi

bhakti-yogena tivrena
virakityd ca nayed vasam

atah eva—therefore; Sanaih—gradually; cittam—mind,
consciousness; prasaktam—attached; asatam—of material
enjoyments; pathi—on the path; bhakti-yogena—>by devo-
tional service; fivrena—very serious; viraktya—without
attachment; ce—and; nayet—he must bring; vasam—under
control.



SRIMAD: BHAGAY ATAM

It is the duty of every conditioned soul to engage his pol-
luted consciousness, which is now attached to material
enjoyment, in very serious devotional service with
detachment. Thus his mind and u)llstll)ll‘\ll(,% will be
under full control.

PURPORT: The process of liberation is very nicely
explained in this verse. The cause of one’s becoming
conditioned by material nature is his thinking himself the
enjoyer, the proprietor or the friend of all living entities.
This false thinking is a result of contemplation on sense
enjoyment. When one thinks that he is the best friend to
his countrymen, to society or to humanity and he engages
in various nationalistic. philanthropic and altruistic
activities, all that is just so much concentration on sense
gratification. The so-called national leader or humanist
does not serve everyone; he serves his senses only. That is
a fact. But the conditioned soul cannot understand this
because he is bewildered by the spell of material nature
Itis therefore recommended in this verse that one engage
very seriously in the devotional service of the Lord. This
means that one should not think that he is the proprietor,
benefactor, friend or enjoyer. He should always be cogni-
zant that the real enjoyer is Krsna, the Supreme Personal-
ity of Godhead; that is the basic principle of bhakti-yoga.
One must be firmly convinced of these three principles:
one should always think that Krsna is the proprietor,
Krsna is the enjoyer and Krsna is the friend. Not only
should he understand these principles himself, but he
should try to convince others and propagate Krsna
CONSCiousness.

As soon as one engages in such serious devotional
service of the Lord, naturally the propensity to falsely
claim lordship over material nature disappears. That
detachment is called vairdgya. Instead of being absorbed
in so-called material lordship, one engages in Krsna con-
sciousness: that is control of consciousness. The yoga
process necessitates controlling the senses. Yoga indriya-
sariyamah. Since the senses are always active, their activi-
ties should be engaged in devotional service—one cannot
stop their activities. If one wants to artificially stop the
activities of the senses, his attempt will be a failure. Even
the great yogi Visvamitra, who was trying to control his
senses by the yoga process, fell victim to the beauty of
Menaka. There are many such instances. Unless one’s
mind and consciousness are fully engaged in devotional
service, there is always the opportunity for the mind to
become occupied with desires for sense gratification.

One particular point mentioned in this verse is very
significant. It is said here, prasakiam asatam pathi: the
mind is always attracted by asat, the temporary, material
existence. Because we have been associated with material
nature since time immemorial, we have become accus-
tomed to our attachment to this temporary material
nature. The mind has to be fixed at the eternal lotus feet
of the Supreme Lord. Sa vai manah krsna-padaravin-
dayoh. One has to fix the mind at the lotus feet of Krsna;

then everything will be very nice. Thus the seriousness of
bhakti-yoga is stressed in this verse.

6 FAERETEeTT g
A MAT FAA WEROAIAA T U & N

yamadibhir yoga-pathair
abhyasarn sraddhayanvitah

mayi bhavena satyena
mat-katha-sravanena ca

vama-adibhih—beginning with yama; yoga-pathaih—by
the yoga system; abhyasan—practicing; sraddhaya anvitah
—with great faith; mayi—unto Me; bhavena—with
devotion; satyena—unalloyed; mat-katha—stories about
Me; sravanena—by hearing; ca—and.

One has to become faithful by practicing the controlling
process of the yoga system and must elevate himself to
the platform of unalloyed devotional service by chanting
and hearing about Me.

PURPORT: Yoga is practiced in eight different stages:
yama, niyama, asana, pranayama, pratyahara, dharana,
dhyana and samadhi. Yama and niyama mean practicing
the controlling process by following strict regulations, and
asana refers to the sitting postures. These help raise one
to the standard of faithfulness in devotional service. The
practice of yoga by physical exercise is not the ultimate
goal; the real end is to concentrate and to control the
mind and train oneself to be situated in faithful devotional
service.

Bhavena, or bhava, is a very important factor in the
practice of yoga or in any spiritual process. Bhava is
explained in Bhagavad-gita (10.8). Budha bhava-
samanvitah: one should be absorbed in the thought of
love of Krsna. When one knows that Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, is the source of everything and
that everything emanates from Him (aham sarvasya
prabhavah), then one understands the Vedanta aphorism
janmady asya yatah (“the original source of everything”),
and then he can become absorbed in bhava, or the
preliminary stage of love of Godhead.

Rupa Gosvami explains very nicely in Bhakti-rasamrta-
sindhu how this bhava, or preliminary stage of love of
God, is achieved. He states that one first of all has to
become faithtul (Sraddhayanvitah). Faith is attained by
controlling the senses, either by yoga practice, following
the rules and regulations and practicing the sitting pos-
tures, or by engaging directly in bhakti-yoga, as recom-
mended in the previous verse. Of the nine different items
of bhakti-yoga. l'h(-: first and foremost is to chant and hear
about the Lord. That is also mentioned here. Mat-katha-
sravanena ca. One may come to the Slandard of faithful-
ness by following the rules and regulations of the yoga
system, and the same goal can be achieved simply by
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chanting and hearing about the transcendental activities
of the Lord. The word ca is significant. Bhakti-yoga is
direct, and the other process is indirect. But even if the
indirect process is taken, there is no success unless one
comes fully to the direct process of hearing and chanting
the glories of the Lord. Therefore the word satyena is
used here. In this connection Svami Sridhara comments
that satyena means niskapatena, “without duplicity.” The
impersonalists are full of duplicity. Sometimes they pre-
tend to execute devotional service, but their ultimate idea
is to become one with the Supreme. This is duplicity,
kapata. The Bhagavatam does not allow this duplicity.

In the beginning of Srimad-Bhagavatam it is clearly
stated, paramo nirmatsaranam: “This treatise Srimad-
Bhagavatam is meant for those who are completely

free from envy.” The same point is again stressed here.
Unless one is completely faithful to the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead and engages himself in the process of
hearing and chanting the glories of the Lord, there is no
possibility for liberation.

7 FAEEEE fadmsEwa: |
TN AAA @gRT gdrEEt e |

sarva-bhita-samatvena
nirvairenaprasangatah

brahmacaryena maunena
sva-dharmena baliyasa

sarva—all; bhiita—Tliving entities; samatvena—Dby seeing
equally; nirvairena—without enmity; aprasangatah—
without intimate connections; brahmacaryena—by
celibacy; maunena—Dby silence; sva-dharmena—by one’s
occupation; baliyasa—by offering the result.

In executing devotional service, one has to see every
living entity equally, without enmity towards anyone yet
without intimate connections with anyone. One has to
observe celibacy, be grave, and execute his eternal
activities, offering the results to the Supreme Personality
of Godhead.

PURPORT: A devotee of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead who seriously engages in devotional service is
equal to all living entities. There are various species of
living entities, but a devotee does not see the outward
covering; he sees the inner soul inhabiting the body.
Because each and every soul is part and parcel of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, he does not see any
difference. That is the vision of a learned devotee. As
explained in Bhagavad-gita, a devotee or a learned sage
does not see any difference between a learned brahmana,
a dog, an elephant, or a cow because he knows that the
body is the outer covering only and that the soul is
actually part and parcel of the Supreme Lord. A devotee
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has no enmity towards any living entity, but that does not
mean that he mixes with everyone. That is prohibited.
Aprasangatah means “not to be in intimate touch with
everyone.” A devotee is concerned with his execution of
devotional service, and he should therefore mix with
devotees only, in order to advance his objective. He has
no business mixing with others, for although he does not
see anyone as his enemy, his dealings are only with per-
sons who engage in devotional service.

A devotee should observe the vow of celibacy. Celibacy
does not necessitate that one be absolutely free from sex
life; satisfaction with one’s wife is permitted also under the
vow of celibacy. The best policy is to avoid sex life alto-
gether. That is preferable. Otherwise, a devotee can get
married under religious principles and live peacefully with
a wife.

A devotee should not speak needlessly. A serious
devotee has no time to speak of nonsense. He is always
busy in Krsna consciousness. Whenever he speaks, he
speaks about Krsna. Mauna means “silence.” Silence
does not mean that one should not speak at all, but that
he should not speak of nonsense. He should be very
enthusiastic in speaking about Krsna.

Another important item described here is sva-
dharmena, or being exclusively occupied in one’s eternal
occupation, which is to act as the eternal servitor of the
Lord, or to act in Krsna consciousness.

The next word, baliyasa, means “offering the results of
all activities to the Supreme Personality of Godhead.”

A devotee does not act on his personal account for sense
gratification. Whatever he earns, whatever he eats and
whatever he does, he offers for the satisfaction of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.

8 Te=zdmEsaR A-gel fiaae g |
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vadrechayopalabdhena
santusto mita-bhun munih

vivikta-saranah santo
maitrah karuna atmavan

yadrechaya—without difficulty; upalabdhena—with what
is obtained; santustah—satisfied; mita—little; bhuk—
eating; munih—thoughtful; vivikta-saranah—Iliving in a
secluded place; santah—peaceful; maitrah—friendly;
karunah—compassionate; arma-van—self-possessed, self-
realized.

For his income a devotee should be satisfied with what he
earns without great difficulty. He should not eat more than
what is necessary. He should live in a secluded place and
always be thoughtful, peaceful, friendly, compassionate,
and self-realized.

(continued in the next issue)



SRTI.A PRABHUPADA used to say
that changing from one religion
to another to make spiritual advance-
ment is not necessary. All that’s
necessary is to actually follow the
rules given in the revealed scripture
of one’s own religion. Srila Prabhu-
pada emphasized that the fundamen-
tal principles for spiritual advance-
ment are the same in every religion:
truthfulness, austerity, cleanliness,
and mercy. The Vedas say that these
principles are maintained by avoid-
ance of four sinful activities: gam-
bling, intoxication, illicit sex, and
meat-eating.

Because all scriptures promote
the same basic principles, we find in
all religions prohibitions similar to
these.

Still, sometimes people assert that
their scripture permits them to kill
and eat animals. Srila Prabhupada
pointed out that such a belief is due
to a mistaken interpretation of scrip-
ture. For example, he was concerned
that many who call themselves Chris-
tians cripple their chances for spiri-
tual advancement by eating meat,
defying the Bible’s commandment
“Thou shall not kill.”

Some people try to evade the
meaning of this commandment by
using the argument that the rule is
meant to apply only to the killing of
humans, not animals. But the Bible
gives other statements opposing
animal slaughter, some of which are
quite explicit.

For example, the prophet Isaiah
says, “He that killeth an ox is as if he
slew a man.” (Isaiah 66.3) Even
someone outside the Christian tradi-
tion can appreciate how true this
statement is in many ways and how
devastating animal slaughter is to
spiritual advancement.

Killing the Loyal Workmate
The most obvious point is that a

THE LAND, THE COWS, AND KRSNA

“He That Killeth an Ox"”

by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi

cow or bull is an exceptionally
evolved creature of God, capable of
fear, of learning commands taught by
humans, and of expressing loyalty
and affection to humans. To kill an
animal that can serve so ably,
faithfully, and affectionately is just
like killing a man. With the same
mental deviousness by which a
person represses his horror at the
sinful act of animal killing, he also
shuts his heart, dulling its ability to
perceive the true message of God. To

ten or twenty years he could have
been used to plant and reap enough
grain to feed hundreds of people.
Consider this example: When the bulls
of South America are valued as raw
material to export for hamburgers, the
bulls become too costly for poor
farmers who need them to produce
grains for their families. If I want to
enjoy eating a hamburger, I make it
harder for poor farmers to come up
with their daily sustenance.
Beef-caters starve the poor in other
ways too. Some-

“A cow or bull is an exceptionally evolved creature of God,
capable of fear, of learning commands taught by humans,
and of expressing loyalty and affection to humans.”

enjoy meat one must set aside mercy
and moral honesty—at the cost of
spiritual awareness. Srila Prabhupada
writes, “Only the animal killer cannot
relish the transcendental message of
the Supreme Lord.” (Srimad-
Bhagavatam 1.3.24, purport)

Killing the Poor and Hungry

If I kill a bull and eat him, I and
my wealthy friends may have a few
meals, but if that animal had lived for

times poor farmers
are pushed off their
land, and livestock
are grazed directly
on fields that used
to feed peasants.
More often the
dynamics of grow-
ing feed grains for
the meat industry
causes the farmers
misery. As soon as
you hear that it
takes sixteen
pounds of grain to
produce one pound
of beef, you know
someone has to
suffer. Both mercy
and austerity are
destroyed with
every bite of
hamburger.

The global pat-
tern of poor farmers being shut out
by invasion of the meat industry is
described by David Barkin, Rosemary
Blatt, and Billie De Walt in Food
Crops vs. Feed Crops: “Staple cereals,
traditionally produced by small-scale
farmers for themselves and for most
of their neighbors to consume, are
being displaced by grains produced
commercially for animal feed, for sale
in middle and upper income markets,
and export.”

ese(] Bleiewe g
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Commercial beef production is one of the most
ecologically ruinous businesses of the industrial age.
Without encouragement from the meat-eater,
the whole disastrous business would quickly end.

So how do the poor survive once
they have lost their food and homes
to help expand the meat industry?
According to Barkin and his col-
leagues, not very well:

Once traditional food production
systems are destroyed and

small producers displaced, it is
extremely difficult to reverse the
process. Displaced producers often
leave rural areas altogether in
search of other means of livelihood.
This disruption and migration is
wreaking havoc with the existing
organization of society in many
countries, while no alternative
productive activities are emerging
for these displaced populations.

Killing the Body

Doctors and scientists warn of the
deadly toxins, pathogens, and
cholesterol ingested by eating meat—
so much for the principle of cleanli-
ness. In light of the injunction “He
that killeth an ox is as if he slew a
man.” we can understand that when a
man kills and eats a bull, in one way
the man he is killing is himself. Worse
vel, if he takes his kids to a ham-
burger stand for a treat, the man he
kills may be his son, since children
more than adults are at risk of dying
of kidney failure by eating tainted
meat.

Killing Mother Earth

The cow is the emblem of Mother
Earth. and when we raise cows and
bulls for slaughter we are killing
Mother Earth. Crowding cows into a
cattle ranch is a far cry from having a
couple of oxen and cows for plowing
and milk. Commercial beef produc-
tion is one of the most ecologically
ruinous businesses of the industrial
age. Without encouragement from

the meat-eater, the whole disastrous
business would quickly end. Meat-
eating is killing Mother Earth.

Killing the Slaughterhouse Worker

In 1988 the U.S. House Commit-
tee on Government Operations
found conditions in the meat-packing
industry to be more dangerous than
in any other industry, including coal
mining and construction, with nearly
a third of slaughterhouse workers
suffering job-related injuries or ill-
nesses annually. As described by
one union vice-president, “Workers
stand in a sea of blood . . . on
treacherously slippery floors covered
with animal fat buildup. . . . Nearly
all the workers wield razor-sharp
knives and power tools. . . . Because
of breakneck chain speeds and close
working conditions, workers fre-
quently are accidentally stabbed by
their neighbors.”

Working conditions in the
slaughterhouse are so hellish that
annual turnover rates commonly run
between sixty and a hundred percent.
What does this kind of work do to a
person’s ability to act and feel as a
normal human being? We don’t want
to think about it. Washington Post
columnist Colman McCarthy
summarized the invisible plight of
the butchers: “Flesh-eaters keep the
workers as far out of sight as they do
the idea of swallowing pieces of
animal corpses out of mind.”
(*Those Who Eat Meat Share in the
Guilt,” April 16, 1988)

Do Unto Others. ..

As we see, there are many ways to
“kill a man™ simply by eating a ham-
burger. And every principle for spiri-
tual advancement is destroyed when
we kill an ox and eat his flesh.
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Yet, ironically, when I once shared
Isaiah’s admonition with a self-
proclaimed Christian, he maintained
that Christians are exempt from the
teachings of the Old Testament of the
Bible and had only to follow Christ’s
instruction “Do to others what you
would have them do to you.” (Luke
6.31) What he failed to see was that
Christ’s instruction leads to the same
conclusion.

Would he like to have his throat cut
in a slaughterhouse surrounded
by screaming, terrified animals?
Would he like to have his children
crying in starvation because he
couldn’t afford a bull to produce their
food? Would he like to be a child with
his body racked with fever and pain
from eating poisoned meat? If he were
Mother Earth, would he like to see his
forests and fields destroyed by the
cattle industry? Would he like to
annihilate his human sensibilities by
having to work in a slaughterhouse?
Would he like to have any of these
things done to him? No? Then how

can meat-eating be considered

compatible with his claim of being a
Christian—especially with the com-
plex set of miseries meat-eating
creates in the modern context?

To truly follow Christ’s instruction
would mean to be free from such sin
by not taking part in the meat-eating
culture at all. As Vaisnavas, we're not
planning to follow all the details of tiic
Christian’s scripture, and we don't
expect him to follow all the details of
our scripture. We're only asking that
he make his spiritual life successful by
following the injunction given in his
own scripture: “Thou shall not kill.”

Hare Krsna Devi Dasi, an ISKCON
devotee since 1978, is co-editor of the
newsletter Hare Krsna Rural Life.



W HEN WE AT our Hare Krsna
center in Boise, Idaho, sug-
gested that members of our congre-
gation sponsor the Sunday feasts,
some guests from the Indian commu-
nity questioned ISKCON'’s emphasis
on mass distribution of prasadam,
food offered to Krsna. In India, our
guests said, temples usually give a
little piece of rock candy or some
fruit, not a full meal. So much
prasadam is not needed. The temple
is meant for worship, not for socializ-
ing over full meals.

Our reply, in summary, was that
everything should be offered to
Krsna, including full, opulent meals,
and the Vaisnava practice is to
liberally distribute Krsna's prasadam
(literally “mercy”) and encourage

NMY LAST COLUMN I wrote

about inviting and welcoming the
Lord in His Deity form into your
home. Now I'll discuss how to please
such a special guest. A beautiful
method is to offer arati, made avail-
able to us by the enlightened teach-
ings of the scriptures, the previous
saints, and the bona fide spiritual
master.

Arati is a ceremony in which one
offers various items to the Lord. The
main ingredient, however, is love,
which makes any offering acceptable
to Lord Krsna. So try to see how the
following procedures can enhance
your loving attitude.

Before offering arati you should
bathe, decorate yourself with filaka,
put on clean clothes, and perform

INDIA'S HERITAGE

Full Prasadam for All

by Ravi Gupta

BHAKTI-YOGA AT HOME

Offering Arati

by Rohininandana Dasa

people to honor it (eat it) to their full
satisfaction.

In the eighteenth chapter of the
Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna says that
one should never abandon the giving
of charity. In the present age the
recommended charity is the distribu-
tion of prasadam—charity in a form
everyone can appreciate. And be-
cause the food has been accepted by
Krsna, it is completely spiritualized.
So the more we distribute prasadam,
the more it satisfies the recipients’
bodily and spiritual hunger.

Prasadam for Everyone

So charity, in the form of prasa-
dam, should be given in abundance
to everyone. That practice is still
observed in many places in India. For

acamana,* but iffor some reason you
are unable to do these things, you can
chant Hare Krsna. The Srimad-
Bhagavatam says that although this
age. the Kali-yuga, is an ocean of
faults, one redeeming quality, the
holy name of the Lord, can make
everything perfect. So if ever you are
doubtful what to do, or think you've

example, thousands of people receive
full prasadam every day from the
Jagannatha temple in Puri and the
Balaji temple in Tirupati. And now,
through Hare Krishna Food for Life,
ISKCON centers distribute prasadam
to thousands of people throughout the
world.

Srila Prabhupada wrote in a letter,
“If we believe that Krsna is providing
and maintaining everyone, then why
should we be misers? This means
losing faith in Krsna and thinking that
we are the doers and suppliers. We are
confident Krsna will supply! Let the

| whole world come; we can feed them.”

Ravi Gupta, age thirieen, lives at the
Hare Krsna center in Boise, Idaho.
The center is run by his parents.

Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare, and everything will
be just fine. By chanting the holy
names, any mistakes become rectified,
any incompleteness becomes com-
plete, any uncertainty or fear goes
away, and any uncleanliness becomes
purified. So take shelter of the holy

made a mistake, or sense some lack in | names and, as Lord Krsna says,

your practice, chant Hare Krsna,

| “Don’t worry.” (Bhagavad-gita 18.66)

* Acamana is the process of sipping water for purification. To perform acamana you
need a small cup of water and a spoon. Either purchase a metal set from your temple
shop, or use something locally available (which preferably has not been used for
anything else). Clean both hands by sprinkling them with water and then, holding the
spoon in your left hand, pour three drops of water into your right palm. Chant o
kesavaya namah (1 offer my obeisances unto Kesava, Lord Krsna™), and sip the water.
Pour three more drops into your palm, chant ot narayanaya namah (“1 offer my
obeisances unto Narayana, Lord Krsna™), and sip. Once again three drops, chant, omi
madhavaya namah (“1 offer my obeisances unto Madhava, Lord Krsna™), and sip.
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While ringing a bell with your left
hand, offer your Deity incense, a
burning ghee-wick*, a flower, and a
fan. Using your d@gcamana cup and
spoon, sprinkle a few drops of water
on each article of worship and offer

it to Krsna. According to Paficaratra-
pradipa, ISKCON’s guide to Deity

worship, you can offer the incense by
waving it in seven graceful clockwise

' circles around the body of the Lord.

Offer the burning ghee-wick by mak-

Here are some sources for audio-
cassette recordings of classes on
Krsna consciousness. These are the
ones we know of. There may be
more, and we apologize if we've left
any out. Please call or write for
catalogs.

Srila Prabhupada Tape Ministry
¢/o The Hare Krsna Catalog

P. O. Box 255

Sandy Ridge, NC 27046

Phone: 1-800-800-3284

Atmatattva Dasa Tape Ministry
3056 Castro Valley Blvd. #60
Castro Valley, CA 94546
Phone: (510) 581-7687

Bhakti Caru Swami Tape Ministry
P. O. Box 116

8030 Zurich

Switzerland

Fax: +41 (01) 262-3114

Gour Govinda Swami

Tape Ministry

369 S. Doheny Drive, Suite 324
Beverly Hills, CA 90211

Phone: 1-800-815-6685

Hridayananda Dasa Goswami
Tape Ministry

clo gyémwpriyﬁ Dasi

1030 Grand Ave.

San Diego, CA 92109

Indradyuamna Swami Tape Ministry
¢/o Racitambara Devi Dasi
Bhaktivedanta Manor

[etchmore Heath

Watford, Herts. WD2 8EP
England

Jayapataka Swami Tape Ministry
Hare Krishna Hill

1 “R” Block, Chord Road

Rajaji Nagar, Karnataka 560010
India

Krsna Consciousness on Tape

Lokanath Swami Tape Ministry
618 Dena Drive
Newbury Park, CA 91320

Prabhavisnu Swami Tape
Ministry

P. O. Box 102

Bayswater, W.A. 6053
Australia

Radhadesh Tape Ministry
(VIHE seminar tapes)
Chateau de Petite Somme
6940 Septon-Durbuy
Belgium

Ravindra Svaruipa Dasa
Tape Ministry

41 West Allens Lane
Philadelphia, PA 19119
Fax: (215) 247-8702

Satsvariipa Dasa Goswami
Tape Ministry

P. O. Box 73

Port Royal, PA 17082

Sydney Tape Ministry
GPO 2329

Sydney 2001
Australia

Tamal Krsna Goswami
Tape Ministry

P. O. Box 772

1000 AT Amsterdam
Holland

Fax: +31 (020) 675-1405

Books on Tape

Dravida Dasa
1380 Garnet Ave., Suite E-270
San Diego, CA 92109

Krishna Productions
Amala Bhakta Dasa

P. O. Box 34241

Los Angeles, CA 90034
Phone: (310) 838-4474
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ing four circles to the Lord’s lotus feet,
two circles to His navel, three to His
face, and seven to His whole body.
Offer the flower (or flowers) in the
same manner as the incense, and wave
the fan before the Lord several times.
If you like you can also offer some
water in a little conchshell, followed
by a cloth. You can do this after you
offer the flame, and in the same
manner as the incense and flowers.
We cannot approach the Lord
directly and worship Him unless we
are pure devotees. Therefore, we offer
arati on behalf of our spiritual master,
who in turn offers arati on behalf of
his spiritual master, and so on. So
before offering each item to your

| Deity, first offer it to a picture of His

Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada (or of your own
spiritual master and then to Srila
Prabhupada).

While you offer arati, other family
members and friends can, as their
offering to Krsna, sing, dance, clap
their hands, and play musical instru-
ments. If you are alone, you may wish
to sing or to play a recorded kirtana
or bhajana.

[ mentioned at the start that Krsna
is your guest. Actually, you are His
guest, and you can you show this by
creating an altar in your (Krsna’s)
home. Then whenever you clean or
improve any part of your house, the
work can be for Krsna and so a part
of your Deity worship. The kitchen,
especially when you prepare offerings
of food for your Deity, is a direct
extension of your altar, so keep the
kitchen as clean and neat as possible.

This is a simple outline. If you want
to know more details. please consult

| your devotee friends or available

literature, such as Paficaratra-pradipa.

Rohininandana Dasa lives in southern
England with his wife and their three
children. Write to him in care of Back
to Godhead.

#To make a ghee wick, soak in ghee (clari-
fied butter) a small cotton ball with a tuft
of cotton extended and twirled into a
wick. Although making a ghee wick
sounds simple, getting it right takes some
practice. If you live near a temple, ask an
expert ghee-wick maker at the temple to
show you how.
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We've moved items for sale from
Resources to The Hare Krsna Cata-
log (centerspread). Resources will
now be dedicated toletting you know
about projects and services that may
be of interest to you.

Vedic Resource Library needs
donors to realize its goal of opening
by Srila Prabhupada’s Centennial,
1996. For more information, contact
Sandhini Devi Dasi, c/o ISEA, P. O.
Box 310, Bangor, ME 04402-0310,
USA.

ISKCON Param Vidya Seva program
needs US$8.700 to buy 108 sets of
Prabhupada’s books for free distribu-
tion to asramas, colleges, and public
libraries in the greater Vrndavana
area. Prabhupada once said that ser-
vice in Vrndavana gives a thousand
times the benefit of service else-
where. Wire donations payable in
Indian rupees to Indian Overseas
Bank, Juhu ISKCON, Bombay,
India, Savings bank account #4, BBT
Bombay, Attn: Param Vidya Seva
program. Memo should read “For
ISKCON Vrindavan Param Vidya
Seva program.”™ Also, notify Maha-
nidhi Swami at ISKCON Vrndavana
about your donation.

ISKCON
World Review

Get connected to all of our dy-
namic worldwide movement.
Exciting news, information, mar-
ketplace, and Krsna conscious
opportunities. For 12 issues:
U.S., $18 for First Class mail,
$10 for Third Class. Outside the
U.S.,$20. For subscriptions, ads,
bulk orders, and news submis-
sions, please write IWR at P. O.
Box 238, Alachua, FL 32615-
(238. Phone: (904) 462-5054.

Hare Krsna
On the
World Wide Web

The Hare Krsna movement now
has its own site on the Internet.

This is the URL:
http://www.webcom.com/~ara

The site is new and developing,
and we welcome your comments.
Write toour WWW development
teamatworld.wide.web @iskcon
.com

ARTISTS: We're looking for Krsna
conscious artwork we can publish
electronically to spread Krsna con-
sciousness on the computer network

called the Internet. If you've done art |

you'd be willing to let us use—or if
you can create new art for that pur-
pose—please let us know. (If the art
is already in electronic form, or you’d
like to create it that way, so much

the better!) Jayadvaita Swami, BTG,
P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32615,
USA. E-mail: jayadvaita.swami@
iskcon.com

Academic/religious school in
Gujarat. Give your child an accredi-
ted academic education combined
with spiritual training. For informa-
tion, contact Bhaktivedanta Rajvid-
yalaya, Gangapura, P. O. Gangadhar,
Dist. Surat, Gujarat, India. Phone:
+91 261-667075 or +91 2627-3211. In
the U.S. call (703) 328-5517 or (718)
639-6580.

Krsna Temple Construction, Vrnda-
vana style. 108 arches, 15 domes, off
Interstate 15 near Salt Lake City.
Designer Vaibhavi Devi Dasi, archi-
tect Sangeeta Goswami. Ground-
breaking 1995. Free brochure, news-
letters: (801) 798-3559. Visit 15-acre
site for eighth annual Rama Vijaya
festival, September 10. Help wanted!

ISKCON’s International Office of
Education. Clearinghouse for infor-
mation on all aspects of education in
ISKCON: gurukulas, day schools,

| varnasrarma colleges, work-study and

apprentice opportunities, home-study
correspondence courses (K-12) and
help with setting up home schools,
child abuse prevention programs,
teacher training courses, etc. For
information on curriculum material
and development, contact: Curricu-
lum-and Accreditation Department,
915 Dimmocks Mill Road, Hills-
borough, NC 27278. For all other
inquiries, contact: ISKCON Interna-
tional Office of Education, Rt. 2, Box
23A, Alachua, FL 32615; phone: (904)
462-5248, fax: (904) 462-5153, e-mail:
edoff@freenet.ufl.edu

ISKCON Prison Ministry needs soft-
bound books, japa beads, money for
postage, and compassionate Vaisnava
preachers. Contact: Candrasekhara
Dasa, P. O. Box 819, Alachua, FL.
32615.

Back to Godhead

Quantity Discount

For your temple, store, or orga-
nization, you can get Back to
Godhead in quantity at whole-
sale prices. Contact Tamraparni
Dasa, Circulation Manager, at
BTG, P. O. Box 430, Alachua,
FL.32615. Phone: (904) 462-7794.
Fax: (904) 462-7893.

The Caitanya Channel produces
weekly programs on many cable tele-
vision stations in the Los Angeles
area. To learn how to produce Krsna
conscious programs and air them

on public access cable television, con-
tact Bhakta Mike, c/o The Caitanya
Channel, 3755 Watseka Ave., Los
Angeles, CA 90034. Phone: (310)
559-7100.
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Alabama
Dothan:

Kirit Joshi, M.D.
(205) 793-2618

Arizona

Chino Valley:

Karin Goldman

P. O. Box 2238

Chino Valley, AZ 86323

California

To find out about pro-
grams in Anaheim Hills,
Corona, Cerritos, Dia-
mond Bar, Granada Hills,
Laguna Niguel, Long
Beach, Redlands, Santa
Ana, Simi Valley, and
other southern California
locations, call Svayam-
bhuva Dasa at (310) 839-

1572.

Badger:

Badger Krsna
Community

(209) 337-2600

Burlingame:

Vaisesika Dasa &
Nirakula Devi Dasi

(415) 344-9552

Crescent City:

Guru Carana Déasa

150 Oak St.

Rockcereek Subdistrict
Crescent City, CA 95531
(No phone.)

Encinitas:

Hare Krishna Visitor
Center

(619) 634-1698

Grass Valley/ Nevada
City:

Abhimanyu Dasa &
Haripriya Devi Dasi

(916) 432-0967

Grass Valley:

Madana Mohana Dasa &
Vrndavanesvari Devi
Dasi

(916) 477-0551

Ojai:

Mayesvara Dasa &
Urvasi Devi Dasi

(William & Joan Roberts)

(805) 640-0405

Gatherings

P erhaps the nearest temple is too far away and
you wish there were some place closer you could go
to. Perhaps you'd like to meet others in your area who are
interested in Krsna consciousness. If so, getin touch with
the people listed here. They and their friends regularly
gather in their homes—or they want to start. They’ll be
happy to hear from you.

If you'd like to be added to the list, please send your
name, city, and phone number to: Gatherings, BTG, P. O.
Box 430, Alachua, FL 32615, USA.

In eachissue we'll add new gatherings and list as many
old ones as space allows.

Pahoa:

Panca Tattva Mandira

Mahaksa Dasa or
Vasanta Dasa

(808) 982-5949

Placentia:
Sri Radha Raman Temple
(714) 996-7262

Redwood Valley:
Prasanna Yoga Asrama
(Tksvaku Dasa)

(707) 485-5592

Massachusetts
Northampton/Amherst:
Bharatasrestha Dasa &

Dina Daya Devi Dasi
(413) 256-0839

Santa Rosa:
Jagannatha Puri Dasa &
Tripurari Devi Dasi
Bus. phone:
(707) 526-7211

Quincy:

Charran Mahadeo
(Caitya Guru Dasa)
Three Rivers: (617) 471-7911
Ramananda Raya Dasa

Bhaktivedanta Village Maine
(209) 561-3281 Bangor:

Bhakta Ray & Sandhini
Devi Dasi
(207) 947-9609

Delaware
Newark:
Bhakta Daryl Hyde

(302) 731-0067 Mississippi
Oxford:;

Florida Prasannatma Dasa &

Cocoa: Malini Dasi

Bhagavata Dharma Dasa (601) 234-8348
& Syama Devi Dasi
(407) 633-7664 Montana
Bozeman:
Laura Marino

(406) 586-1699

Coral Gables:
Institute for Gaudiya
Vaishnavism

(305) 345-3456 New York
*New Hyde Park
Georgia (Queens):
Augusta: Vineet Chander
Damon & Debbie (718) 347-5665
Campbell

North Carolina
Sneads Ferry:

(706) 855-2093

Hawaii Bhakti Yoga Center
Haiku: (910) 327-2694

Caitanya Vaisnava Sanga
(808) 572-9588

Ohio

Cincinnati:

Braja Kumari Dasi
(513) 742-5725

Virginia
Charlottesville:
Amitacara Dasa &

Mayapriya Devi Dasi
(804) 296-0686

Belgium
*Ghent:
Centrum voor
Bhakti-yoga
+32 (09) 238 3344

Jamaica,

West Indies
*Kingston
Bhagavatananda Dasa
(809) 998-3025

New Zealand

*Tauranga, Bay of Plenty:

ISKCON Tauranga
Community

Jaya Tirtha Charan dasa

+64 (0)7 552 0647

Tailand
*Bangkok
Bhakta Dasa
+66 (02) 398-5211

India

Srirangam:

6-A, E.V.S. Road
Renganagar

Srirangam, Trichy 620006
Tamil Nadu

Italy

Rome:

Hare Krsna Forum
(06) 6832660

Japan

Odawara:
Jayananda Dasa and
Bhaktin Kana
0465-42-3749

South Africa
Programs are held in
more than 50 locations.
For information contact
one of the ISKCON
centers in South Africa
listed on page 62.

*New or revised listing.
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THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR KRISHNA CONSCIOUSNESS

Some of Our Genters Worldwide

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

CANADA

Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth Street N.E., T2E 353/ Tel. (403) 238-0602
Mantreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 2G5/ Tel. (514) 521-1301

# Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset Street E., K1N 6V4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544
Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack Street, S4T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-1640

# Toronto, Ontario — 243 Avenue Road, M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415

# Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 S.E. Marine Drive, Burnaby VV5J 3G8/ Tel. (04) 433-9728

FARM COMMUNITY
Asheroft, B.C. —Saranagati Dhama, Box 99, VOK 140

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Vancouver — The Hare Krishna Place, 46 Beghie Street, New Westminster

U.S.A.

# Allanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Avenue N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 378-9234
Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Avenug, Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410} 744-1624
or 4069
Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha Street, 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274
Boslon, Massachusetls — 72 Commonwealth Avenue, 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611
Champaign, [llinois — 608 W. Elm Street, 61801/ Tel. (217) 344-2562
# Chicago, Nlinois — 1716 W, Lunt Avenue, 60626/ Tel. (312) 973-0900
Columbus, Ohio — 379 W, Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661
# Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Avenue, 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330
4 Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry Street, 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461
# Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Avenue, 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000
Encinitas, California —470 First Street, 92024/ Tel, (619) 634-1698
Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th Street, 32603/ Tel, (904) 336-4183
Gurabo, Puerto Rico —HG-01, Box 8440, 00778-9763/ Tel. (809) 737-1658
Hartfard, Connecticut — 1683 Main Street, E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. (203) 289-7252
# Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 36817/ Tel. (808) 595-3947
Houstan, Texas — 1320 W. 34th Street, 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482
4 Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion Street, 92651/ Tel. (714) 494-7029
o Long Island, New York — 197 5. Ocean Avenug, Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4909
4 Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Avenue, 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676
4 Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia Street, 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/
Tel. (305) 442-7218
4 New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Avenue, 70119/ Tel, (504) 586-9379
New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn Streef, Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714
New York, New York — 26 Second Avenue, 10003/ Tel. (212) 420-8803
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600
Portiand, Oregon — 5137 N.E. 42 Ave,, 97218/ Tel. (503) 234-8971
S1. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Boulevard., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085
San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Avenue, Pacific Beach, 92109 Tel. (619) 483-2500
San Francisco, California — 84 Carl Street, 94117/ Tel. (415) 661-7320
San Francisco, California — 2334 Stuart Street, Berkeley, 94705/ Tel. (510) 540-9215
Seattle, Washington — 1420 228th Avenue S.E., Issaquah, 98027/ Tel. (206) 391-3293
Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic Street (mail: P.0. Box 20224, 32304}/ Tel. (904) 681-9258
Topanga, California — 20395 Callon Drive, 90280/ Tel. (213) 455-1658
Towaco, New Jersey — P.0. Box 109, 07082/ Tel. (201) 299-0870
# Tucson, Arizana — 711 E. Blacklidge Drive, 85719/ Tel. (602) 792-0630
Walla Walla, Washington — 314 E. Poplar, 99362/ Tel. (509) 525-7133
o Washington, D.C. —3200 lvy Way, Harwood, MD 20776/ Tel. (301) 261-4493
Washington, D.C. —10310 Oaklyn Drive, Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 283-2100
FARM COMMUNITIES
Alachua, Florida (New Ramana-reti) — P.0. Box 819, 32615/ Tel. (904) 462-2017
Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Road, 39426/ Tel. (601) 799-1354
Guraho, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — (contact ISKCON Gurabo)
Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Road, 27278/
Tel. (919) 732-6492
Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel (615) 758-6888
Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) —R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. (717) 527-4101
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS AND DINING
Boise, Idaho — Govinda's, 500 W. Main Street, 83702/ Tel. (208) 338-9710
Eugene, Oregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W. 8th St., 97401/ Tel. (503) 686-3531
Gainesville, Florida — Radha's, 125 NW 23rd Ave., 32609/ Tel. (904) 376-9012
Ukiah, California — Govinda's Cuisine, 111 S. State St., 95482/ Tel. (707) 462-0244

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

Belfast, Northern Ireland — 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BTA7 OHE/ Tel. +44 (01232) 620530

Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgbaston, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (0121) 420-4999

Bristol, England — 48 Station Rd., Nailsea, Bristol BS19 2PB/ Tel. +44 (01275) 853788

Coventry, England — Sri Sri Radha Krishna Cultural Centre, Kingfield Rd., Radford
(mail; 19 Gloucester St., CV'1 3BZ)/ Tel. +44 (01203) 555420

Dublin, Ireland — 56 Dame St., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01) 679-1306

Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire ML11 OES/ Tel. +44
(01555) 894790

o Leicester, England —21/21A Thoresby St., North Evington, Leicester LES 4GU/ Tel. (0116) 2762587
Liverpool, England — 1144 Bold St., Liverpool L1 4HY/ Tel. +44 (0151} 7089400

4 London, England (city) — 10 Soho St., London W1V 5DA/ Tel. +44 (0171) 4373662 (business hours),

4393606 (other times); Govinda's Restaurant: 4374928
London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Watford, Hertfordshire

WD2 BEP/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244
London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Road, South Norwood, London SE25/ Tel. +44 (0181) 656-4296
Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, Manchester M16 BFT/ Tel. +44 (0161) 2264416
Newcastle upon Tyne, England — 21 Leazes Park Rd., NE1 4PF/ Tel. +44 (0191) 2220150

FARM COMMUNITIES

Gounty Wicklow, Ireland — Rathgorragh, Kiltegan/ Tel. +353 508-73303

Lisnaskea, N. Ireland —Hare Krishna Island, BT92 8GN Lisnaskea, Co. Fremanagh/ Tel. +44 (013657)
21512

London, England — {contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)

(Krishna conscious programs are held reqularly in more than twenty other cities in the ULK. For
information, contact Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P.0. Box 324, Borehamwood,
Herts WDB 1B/ Tel, +44 [081] 905-1244.)

INDIA

Agartala, Tripura — Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799001
» Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Sattelite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Grossing, Ahmedabad 380054/
Tel. (079) 6749827
Allahabad, U. P. —403 Baghambari Housing Scheme, Bharadwaj Puram, Allahapur, Allahabad
211006/ Tel. (0532) 609213 or 607885
Bamanbore, Gujarat — N.H. 8A, Surendra-nagar District
Bangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 ‘R’ Block, Chord Road, Rajaji Nagar 560010/
Tel. (080) 321 956 or 342 818 or 322 346
Belgaum, Karnataka — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 590006
Bhayandar, Maharashtra — Shivaji Chowk, Station Rd., Bhayandar (West), Thane 401101/
Tel. (022) 8191920
@ Bhubaneswar, Orissa — National Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751001/ Tel. (0674) 413517 or 413475
# Bombay, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (022) 6206860
Bombay, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Chowpatty, 400007/ Tel. (022) 3634078
Calcutta, W. Bengal —3C Albert Rd., 700017/ Tel. (033) 2473757 or 2476075
Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160036/ Tel. (0172) 601590 and 603232
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu — Padmam 387, VGR Puram, Alagesan Rd.1, Coimbatore 641011/ Tel. (0422)
445978 or 442749
Gauhati, Assam — Ulubari Charali, Gauhati 781001/ Tel. (0361) 31208
Guntur, A. P. —0pp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522509
Hanumkonda, A. P. —Neeladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506011/ Tel. 08712-77399
Hyderabad, A. P. —Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500001/ Tel. (040) 592018, 552524
Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795001/ Tel. (0385) 21587
Kollur, Karnataka—Garuda Guha Ashram, Kollur 576220/ Tel. (08254) 58211

® Kurukshetra, Haryana — Hare Krishna Dham, 805, Sector 13

Kurukshetra, Haryana — 369 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132118

Madras, Tamil Nadu — 59, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 600017/ Tel, (044) 443266

Mangalore, Karnataka — New Bungalow, D. No. 22-3-524, near Morgans Gate, Jeppu, Mangalore
(mail: P.0. Box 15, Mangalore 575001)/ Tel. (0824) 28595

4+ Mayapur, W. Bengal —Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham, Dist. Nadia

(mail: P.0. Box 10279 [Ballyganj]. Calcutta)/ Tel. (03472) 45239 or 45240 or 45233

Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133

Nagpur, Maharashtra — 70 Hill Road, Ramnagar, 440010/ Tel. (0712) 529932

New Delhi — Sant Nagar Main Road (Garhi), behind Nehru Place Complex (mail: P. 0. Box 7061),
110065/ Tel. (011) 6419701 or 6412058

New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110026/ Tel. (011) 5410782

Pandharpur, Maharashtra — Hare Krsna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Sholapur,
413304/ Tel, (0218) 622473

Patna, Bihar — Rajendra Nagar Road No. 12, 800016/ Tel. (0612) 50765

Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411001/ Tel. (0212) 667259

Puri, Orissa — Sipasurubuli Puri, Dist. Puri

Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuthi, Swargadwar, Puri/ Tel. (06752) 23740

Secunderabad, A. P. —27 St. John's Road, 500026/ Tel. (040) 805232

Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (91).

4 Temples with restaurants or dining. Y New listing. e Revised listing.

SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 1995 « BACK TO GODHEAD 61



*

e 4

Some of Our Centers Worldwide

Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Cachar Dist., 788004

Siliguri, W. Bengal —Gitalpara, 734401/ Tel. (0353) 26619

Sural, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395005/ Tel. (0261) 685516 or 685891

Tirupati, A. P. —K.T. Road, Vinayaka Nagar, 517507/ Tel. (08574) 20114

Trivandrum, Kerala —T.C. 224/1485, WG Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 695014/ Tel. (0471) 68197

Udhampur, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Prabhupada Marg, Prabhupada Nagar,
Udhampur 182101/ Tel. {0133) 298

Vadodara, Gujaral — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 330021/ Tel. (0265) 326299 or 321012

Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKCON Hare Krishna Land, 338120/ Tel. (02692) 30796

Vrindavana, U. P. —Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti,
Mathura Dist.,, 281124/ Tel. (0565) 442-478 or 442-355
FARM COMMUNITIES

Ahmedabad District, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact |SKCON Ahmedabad)

Assam — Kamamadhu, Dist. Karimganj

Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, District Gadhachircli, 442603

Hyderabad, A. P. —P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., R.R. District, 501401/ Tel. 552924

Mayapur, Wes! Bengal — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)

Shimoga Dist., Karnataka —Vallor Valley, P.0. Nagodi, Hosanagar Talug 577425, Shimaga Dist.
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT

Calcutta — Hare Krishna Karma-Free Confectionary, 6 Russel Street, Calcutta 700071

AUSTRALIA

Adelaide — 227 Henley Beach Rd., Torrensville, 5. A. 5031/ Tel. +61 (08) 234-1378
Brishane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville, QLD (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indooroopilly 4068)/
~ Tel. 61 (07) 379-5455
Canberra — P.0 Box 1411, Canberra ACT 2060/ Tel. +61 (06) 253-2090
Melbourne — 197 Danks 5t., Albert Park, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +61 {03) 969-95122
Perth — 356 Murray St., Perth (mail: P.0. Box 102, Bayswater, W. A. 6053}/ Tel. +61 (09) 481-1114
or (evenings) 370-1552
Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, IN.S.W. 2060 (mail: P. 0. Box 459, Cammeray, N.5.W.
2062)/ Tel. +61 (02) 9959-4558
Sydney — 3296 King St., Newtown 2042/ Tel. +61 (02) 550-6524
FARM COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandagram) — Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Rd., Bambra, VIC 3241/ Tel. +61 (052) 88-7383
Millfield, N.§.W.— New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mt.View Rd. Millfield near Cessnock), N.S.W.
(mail: P.0. Box 339, Cessnock 2325, N.S.W.)/ Tel. +61 (049) 98-1800
Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella, via Murwillumbah N. 5. W. 2484
(mail: P.0. Box 687)/ Tel. +61 (066) 72-6579
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Brishane — Govinda's, 15t floor, 99 Elizabeth Street/ Tel. +61 (07} 210-0255
Brishane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick St., Fortitude Valley/ Tel. +61 (07) 854-1016
Melbourne — Crossways, Floor 1, 123 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 965-
02939
Melbourne — Gopal’s, 139 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 965-01578
Perih — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/ Tel. +61 (09) 227-1684
Sydney — Govinda's Upstairs and Govinda's Take-Away, 112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst,
N.5.W. 2010/ Tel. +61 (02) 361-3027

NEW ZEALAND AND FlJI

Christchurch, NZ — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail; P.0. Box 25-190 Christchurch)/ Tel. +64 (03) 3665-174
Labasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912
Lautoka, Fiji —5 Tavewa Ave. (mail; P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112
Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243
Suva, Fiji —MNasinu 7' miles (P.0. Box 7315, Nasinu)/ Tel. +679 393599
Wellington, NZ — 60 Wade St., Wadestown (mail: P.0. Sox 2753, Wellington)/ Tel. +64 (04) 4720510
FARM COMMUNITY
Auckland, NZ (New Varshan) — Hwy. 18, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course
(mail; R.0. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 4128075
RESTAURANTS
Auckland, NZ — Gopal's, Civic House (1st floor), 201 Queen St/ Tel. +64 (09) 3034885
Christchurch, NZ — Gopal's, 143 Worcester St/ Tel. +64 (03) 3667-035
Labasa, Fiji —Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Road/ Tel. +679 811364
Lautoka, Fiji —Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa St. and Naviti 5t/ Tel. +679 662990
Suva, Fiji — Gopal's, 18 Pratt St./ Tel. +679 314154

EUROPE (partial list)

Amsterdam — Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 JX, Amsterdam, The Netherlands/ Tel. +31 (020) 6751404

Athens — Methymnis 18, Kipseli, 11257 Athens, Greece/ Tel. +30 (01) 8658384

Barcelona — c/de L'Oblit 67, 08026 Barcelona, Spain/ Tel. +34 (93) 347-9933

Bergamo, Italy — Villaggio Hare Krishna, Via Galileo Galilei 41, 24040 Chignolo D'isola (BG), ltaly/
Tel. +39 (035) 490706

Budapest — Hare Krishna Temple, Mariaremetei ut. 77, Budapest 1028 1I, Hungary/ Tel. +36 (01)
1768774

Copenhagen — Baunevej 23, 3400 Hillerad, Denmark/ Tel. +45 42286446

Heidelberg — Center for Vedic Studies, Kurfirsten-Anlage 5, 69115 Heidelberg (mail: P.0. Box
101726, 69007 Heidelberg), Germany/ Tel, +49 (06221) 16 51 01

Helsinki — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D (Il krs) 00180, Helsinki, Finland/ Tel. +358 (0) 6949879

Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid, Spain/ Tel. +34 (91) 521-3096

Oslo— Jonsrudvn 1G, 0274 Oslo/ Tel. +47 (022) 552243

Paris — 31 Rue Jean Vacquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand, Paris, France/ Tel. +33 (01) 43043263

Prague — Jilova 290, Prague 5-Zlicin 155 00, Czech Republic/ Tel. +42 (02) 3021282 or 3021608

Rome — Nepi, Sri Gaura Mandala, Via Mazzanese Km. 0,700 (dalla Cassia uscita Calcata), Pian del
Pavone (Viterbo), taly/ Tel. +39 (0761) 527038

# Septon-Durbuy, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, 6340 Septon-Durbuy, Belgium/

Tel. +32 (086) 322926
Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240 Stockhalm, Sweden/ Tel. +46 (08) 6549 002

4 \Vienna — Center for Vedic Studies, Rosenackerstrasse 26, 1170 Vienna, Austria/

Tel. +43 (01) 222455830

Warsaw — Mysiadlo k. Warszawy, ul. Zakret 11, 05-500 Piaseczno, Poland / Tel. +48 (022)
562-711

Zurich — Bergstrasse 54, 8030 Zirich, Switzerland/ Tel. +41 (01) 262-33-88

4 Zurich — Preyergrasse 16, 8001 Zirich, Switzerland/ Tel. +41 (01) 251-88-51

*

FARM COMMUNITIES
France (Bhaktivedanta Village) — Chéteau Bellevue, F-39700 Chétenois! Tel, +33 (084) 728235
France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse, 36360, Lugay le Méle/
Tel. +33 (054) 402481
Germany (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel +49 (08583) 316
Italy (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Communale degli Scopeti 108, 5. Andrea in Percussina,
San Casciano, Val di Pesa (Florence) 5002, Italy/ Tel. +39 (055) 820-054
Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel, +34 (911) 280018
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002 Barcelona
CGopenhagen — Govinda's, Narre Farimagsgade 82/ Tel. +45 33337444
Milan — Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano / Tel. +39 (02) 862-417
Oslo — Krishna's Cuising, Kirkeveien 598, 0364 Oslo/ Tel. +47 22606250
Vienna — Govinda, Lindengasse 24, 1070 Vienna/ Tel, +43 (01) 5222817

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)

Kiev — ul. Menjinskogo, 21-b., 252054 Kiev, Ukraine/Tel. +7 (044) 2444944
Moscow — Khoroshevskoye shosse d.8, korp.3, 125 284, Moscow, Russia/ Tel. +7 (095) 255-67-11
St. Petersburg — ul. Buriseva 20-147, St. Petersburg, Russia 190000/ Tel. +7 (0812) 150-28-80

ASIA (partial list)

Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak St., Banagram, Dhaka 1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 252428

Hong Kong — 27 Chatam Road South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel. +852 7396518

Jakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ Tel. +62 (021) 4899646

Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha, Kathmandu (mail: P. 0. Box 3520)/ Tel. +977 (01) 225087

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,
Pefaling/ Tel. +60 (03) 780-7355 or -7360 or -7369

Manila, Philippines — 170 R. Fernandez, San Juan, Metro Manila/ Tel. +63 (02) 707410

Tel Aviv— P, 0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480, Israel/ Tel, +972 (03) 5223718

Tokyo — 1-29-2-202 lzumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo 168, Japan/ Tel. +81 (03) 3327-1541

LATIN AMERICA (partial list)

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaequi 2054 (1431)/ Tel. +54 (01) 5215567,
5234232

Georgetown, Guyana — 24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara

Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 or 309420

Lima, Peru — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (014) 910891

Mezxico City — Gob. Tiburcio Montiel No. 45, 11850 Mexico, D.F./ Tel, +52 (05) 271-22-23

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil —Rua Armando C. de Freitas, 108, B. Tijuca, CEP 22628-098, Rio de Janeiro,
RJ, Brazil/ Tel. 455 (021) 399-4493

San Salvador, E Salvador — Avenida Universitaria 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Americana (mail: P.0. Box 1506)/ Tel. +503 25-96-17

Santiago, Chile — Carrera 330/ Tel. +56 (02) 698-8044

Séo Paulo, Brazil — Av. Angelica, 2583, Centro, CEP 01227-200, 530 Paulo, SP, Brazil/ Tel. +55 (011)
259-7352

AFRICA (partial list)

Cape Town, South Africa —17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689 1529

Durban, South Africa — Chatswaorth Gentre., Chatsworth 4030, Natal (mail: P.0. Box 56003)/ Tel, +27
(031) 433-328

# Johanneshurg, South Africa — 14 Goldreich St., Hillbrow 2001 {mail: P.0. Box 10667, Johannesburg

2000)/ Tel. +27 (011) 484-3273

Lagos, Nigeria — 25 Jaiyeola Ajata St., Ajao Estate, off International Airpart Express Rd.
(mail: P.0. Box 8793)/ Tel, & Fax +234 (01) 876169

Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.0. Box
82224, Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248

Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail; P.0, Box 28946, Nairobi)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365

Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer, Phoenix (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre Bornes,
Mauritius)/ Tel. +230 696-5804

Port Elizabeth, South Africa — 15 Whitehall Court, Western Rd., Central Port Elizabeth 6001/ Tel. & Fax
+27 (041) 521-102

Part Harcourt, Nigeria — Second Tarred Road, Ogwaja Waterside (mail: P.0. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)

FARM COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban, Bon Acceull/ Tel. +230 418-3955

4 Temples with restaurants or dining. % New listing. e Revised listing.



The Hare Krsna Calendar

This calendar is calculated for
Sridham Mayapur, West Bengal,
India. Dates may vary by one day
for other locations. Consult your
local Hare Krsna temple for the
exact dates for your area.

Month of Hrsikesa
(August 11-September 9)
SEPTEMBER

1—Appearance anniversary of Lalita-
sakhi, one of the principal cowherd
girlfriends of Lord Krsna.

G Radhastami, appearance
anniversary of Srimati Radharani,
Lord Krsna’s eternal consort. Fasting
till noon, followed by feasting.

5—Parsva Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans. Fasting till noon for
the appearance of Lord Vamanadeva
(tomorrow).

6—Sri Vamana-dvadasi, appearance
anniversary of Lord Vamanadeva.
Feast at noon. Appearance anniver-
sary of Srila Jiva Gosvami, one of the
six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

T—Appearance anniversary of Sr@la
Bhaktivinoda Thakura, father of Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
(Srila Prabhupada’s spiritual master),
and a pioneer in spreading Krsna
consciousness in English. Fasting till
noon, followed by feasting.

8—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Haridasa Thakura, foremost
teacher of chanting Hare Krsna.

9—Anniversary of Srila Prabhupada’s
accepting sannyasa, the renounced
order of life. Third month of Catur-
masya begins (fasting from milk).

Month of Padmanabha
(September 10-October 8)

16—Thirtieth anniversary of Prabhu-

pada’s arrival in the United States.

20—Indira Ekadasi. Fasting from

grains and beans.

OCTOBER

3—Ramacandra Vijayotsava, the
anniversary of Lord Ramacandra’s
victory over the demon Ravana.

4—Pasankusa Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

5—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Raghunatha Dasa, Srila Raghu-
natha Bhatta, and Srila Krsnadasa

| Kaviraja Gosvamis, great associates

and followers of Lord Caitanya.

8—Beginning of Damodara-vrata.
Offering lamps for one month. Also,
the fourth month of Caturmasya
begins (fasting from arad dal). Sri
Krsna Saradiyé Rasa-yatra. Disap-
pearance anniversary of Sri Murari
Gupta, an associate of Lord

| Caitanya.

Month of Damodara
(October 9-November 7)

13—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Narottama Dasa Thakura, a
great devotee of Krsna known for his
Bengali devotional songs.

20—Rama Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

24—Diwali, the festival of illuminat-
ing Krsna’s temples with lamps. Call

your local Hare Krsna temple for
details.

25—Govardhana Pgja, festival com-
memorating worship of Govardhana
Hill by the residents of Vrndavana

and Krsna’s lifting the hill. Call your
local Hare Krsna temple for details.

27—Disappearance anniversary of

| His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta

Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acarya
of the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness. Devotees
observe this day with personal
remembrances of Srila Prabhupada,
readings from his biography, and
fasting till noon, followed by feasting.

31—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Srinivasa Acarya, a great follow-
er of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

NOVEMBER

3—Utthana Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans. Also, the disappear-
ance anniversary of Srila Gaurakisora
Dasa Babajt, the spiritual master of
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura, who was Srila Prabhupada’s
spiritual master. Fasting till noon.

G Krsna Rasa-yatra. Last day of
Damodara-vrata and Caturmasya.
Month of Kesava

(November 8-December 7)

19—Trisprsa Maha-dvadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans for Utpanna

| Ekadasi.
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Vedic Thoughts

The bestial civilization of eating, sleeping,
fearing, and sense gratifying has
misled modern man into forgetting how
powerful a soul he has. . . . The soul is a
spiritual spark many, many times
more illuminating, dazzling, and powerful
than the sun, moon, or electricity.
Human life is spoiled when man does not
realize his real identity with his soul.

—His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 5.22 | purport

*

For the soul there is neither birth
nor death at any time. He has not come into
being, does not come into being,
and will not come into being. He is unborn,
eternal, ever-existing, and primeval.
He 1s not slain when the body is slain.

—Lord Sri Krsna
Bhagavad-gita 2.20

L 2

With one-pointed attention, one should

constantly hear about, glorify, remember,

and worship the Personality of Godhead,
who is the protector of the devotees.

_ —Sata Gosvami
Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.2.14

*

No one can understand Krsna as He is
by the blunt material senses.
But He reveals Himself to the devotees,
being pleased with them for their
transcendental loving service unto Him.

—Srila Rupa Gosvami
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.234

The living entities are fragmental parts
of the supreme shelter, Krsna,
but have fallen from Krsna’s kingdom
of spiritual pastimes. Because of forgetting
the Supreme Lord, they become prone
to sinful life and turn their attention
to dangerous material objects,
which fill them with constant fear. If one
desires to subdue the mind, which is
constantly engaged in the duality of mental
concoction, one must take to the
devotional service of Lord Krsna.

—Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
Commentary on Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.2.38

*

Devotion, direct experience of the
Supreme Lord, and detachment from other
things—these three occur simultaneously
for one who has taken shelter of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, in the
same way as pleasure, nourishment,
and relief from hunger come simultaneously
and increasingly, with each bite,
for a person engaged in eating.

3 —Sri Kavi Rsi
Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.2.42

*

Do not discriminate in your heart between
enemies and friends; make your mind
equipoised toward everyone. Except for the
uncontrolled and misguided mind,
there is no enemy within this world. When
one sees everyone on the platform of
equality, one then comes to the position
of worshiping the Lord perfectly.

_—Prahlada Maharaja
Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.8.9

Do you have Vedic thoughts you'd like to share? Send your favorite quotations to:
Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, PO. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32615
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Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare
Hare Rama, Hare Rama
Rama Rama, Hare Hare
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