- Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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FROM THE EDITOR

From Master to Disciple

IN THE PAGES of Back to Godhead you
may often come across the term “disciplic
succession.” It’s an English rendering of the
Sanskrit word parampard. The meaning of
the word is simple yet important.

The parampara is the chain of spiritual
masters and disciples through which Krs| a
consciousness is taught and received. In
Bhagavad-gita Lord Krs/ a says, “I taught
this ancient science of yoga to the sun-god,
Vivasvan. Vivasvan taughtit to his son Manu.
And Manu taught it to his son Iksvaku. In
this way, through the system of parampara,
disciplic succession, the science was under-
stood by the saintly kings.”

In the parampara system, then, the ori-
ginal teacher, the original spiritual master,
is Lord Krs/a, God Himself. The Lord
gives perfect knowledge, and that knowl-
edge is handed down from master to dis-
ciple. It’s like a ripe fruit handed down from
person to person, from the top of the tree
to the ground.

In the chain of parampara, each spiri-
tual master has the duty to transmit the
knowledge of Krs/ a consciousness as it is.
Heis not to add anything, subtract anything,
or change anything. He simply has to deliver
the message, just as a postman delivers a
letter, contents fully intact.

According to the Vedic scriptures, one
serious about attaining self-realization or
God realization or the ultimate goal in life
must approach such a bona fide spiritual
master. It is not optional; accepting a bona
fide spiritual master is essential.

The method of accepting the spiritual
master is explained in Bhagavad-gita: one
must surrender to him, inquire from him,

and serve him. Inquiry alone is not enough.
One must humbly submit oneself before
the spiritual master, accepting him as a
representative of God.

The spiritual master is not God, and
any so-called master who claims to be God
should at once be rejected as bogus. But the
spiritual master is honored as much as God
because he intimately serves God through
the disciplic chain. Because each spiritual
master serves his own spiritual master, all
the members of the chain are ultimately
servants of God and therefore very dear to
God. More precisely, the bona fide spiritual
master is the servant of the servant of the
servant of God, or Krs/ a.

This is one of the secrets of the param-
para system: to be a genuine master, one
must be a genuine servant. The student,
therefore, surrenders to the spiritual master
as a disciple and serves him, and the master
responds by answering the disciple’s ques-
tions, enlightening him with transcenden-
tal knowledge. For the sincere disciple who
has full faith in Krs/ a and equal faith in the
bona fide spiritual master, all the truths of
spiritual realization are factually revealed.

The genuine disciple feels everlastingly
indebted to the spiritual master and con-
tinues to serve him forever. In this way, even
when the spiritual master leaves this world,
the master and disciple are connected. The
disciple continues to serve the spiritual
master by strictly followjng what the mas-
ter has taught him, and by teaching it to
others. Thus the bona fide disciple becomes
a bona fide spiritual master, and the chain
of succession continues.

—Jayadvaita Swami
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Letters

Pandavas Guilty?

This is regarding the translation of
Mahabharata in January/February
issue of BTG.

Could you please tell me the
difference between the Kauravas, who
wanted to kill the Pandavas, and the
Pandavas, who killed a mother and
five sons who came to beg food?

Kesavan Potty
Newark, Delaware

HRIDAYANANDA DASA GOSWAMI
REPLIES: Thank you for pointing out
the statement, in our translation, to
the effect that the Pandavas intention-
ally left a drunken woman and her
five sons to die in a blazing house of
lac in order to convince the world that
the Pandavas and Kunti had actually
perished. I would also like to thank
my Godbrother Sriman Amala
Bhakta Dasa for pointing out this
same issue.

Actually, the verse in question does
not state that the Pandavas knowingly
caused or permitted the death of the
woman and her sons, and this will be
corrected in the final version of our
translation, which will come out in
book form. The actual translation will
be: [ Yudhisthira said to his four
brothers:] Igniting the armory and
burning up Purocana (along with the
house of lac), and having thus
arranged things here, we six shall flee
with our lives, undetected.

The confusion stems from the
words sat praninah, “six who have
life,” since the word praninah in San-
skrit may be either the subject or
object of the sentence. In the incor-
rect translation, the words sat prani-
nah were taken as the object of the
word nidhaya, “having arranged,”
with the sense that the Pandavas left
behind six praninah, or living beings.
However, the Mahabharata nowhere
states that the Pandavas were ever
aware that six drunken persons had
fallen asleep in their house. Nor do we
find that the Pandavas made any
arrangement to secure or retain six
persons to die in the blazing house of
lac.

The Pandavas and their mother

were world leaders, and the Kurus
had certainly arranged a grand
residence for them. Thus the house of
lac must have been a large dwelling
with many rooms for servants,
guards, ete. Since the text mentions
that on the night of the escape the
Pandavas were anxiously preoccu-
pied with carrying out their plan,
obviously they did not search the
building for drunken guests who had
fallen asleep in one of the many
rooms. Nor does the text mention
anything of the sort. The death of the
mother and her sons must therefore
have been unintentional.

Gitas for the Qualified
In the Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna says

| that the subject matter of the Gita is

highly confidential (Giza 9.2) and it
should never be explained to those
who are not austere, or devoted, or
engaged in devotional service (Gita
18.67).

My question is, Is it all right to
distribute hundreds of thousands of
Gitas on the streets all over the
world, against Krsna’s instructions,
mostly to people who don’t even have
basic morality, what to speak of
austerity and devotion?

When asked, one devotee an-

| swered that a spiritual master is more

merciful than the Lord. I was not
satisfied by this answer. In my
opinion, no one can claim to be as
virtuous as Lord Krsna. The question
of being “more™ virtuous doesn’t
even arise. Krsna has infinite virtues
in infinite quantities.
Please give me some convincing
answers.
Nataraj Banihatti
Fayetteville, Arkansas

OUR REPLY: In Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta (Adi-lila 7.23), the author,
Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami, writes,
“In distributing love of Godhead,
Caitanya Mahaprabhu and His
associates did not consider who was a
fit candidate and who was not, nor
where such distribution should or
should not take place. They made no
conditions. Wherever they got the
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| opportunity they distributed love of
| Godhead.”

Here we see the mood of Lord
Caitanya and His associates. Lord
Caitanya is Krsna Himself appearing
as a devotee. Srila Prabhupada
explains that even though Krsna, in
the Gira, asked everyone to surrender
to Him, people would not do so.
Therefore Krsna came as Sri Caitanya
| Mahaprabhu to teach people how to
surrender to Krsna. Lord Caitanya is
called maha-vadanya avatara—the
most merciful incarnation of Krsna.
Krsna in His form as Lord Caitanya is
less demanding than Krsna the
speaker of the Gira.

To deliver the impious people of
this age, Lord Caitanya freely gave His
mercy. And He asked that His follow-
ers do the same. If He had been
selective in giving His mercy, practi-
cally no one in this age would have
been qualified to receive it.

Still, we do have some guidelines in
following Lord Caitanya’s example.
The Srimad- Bhagavatam explains that
a teacher of Krsna consciousness must
distinguish between the innocent and
the demonic. He is told to teach the
innocent and avoid the demons.
Although most people today are not
austere or devoted, they tend to be
innocent, but misled by demonic lead-
ers. Had it not been for the boundless
mercy of Lord Caitanya, carried by
His pure devotee Srila Prabhupada,
millions of innocent people would
never have had the opportunity to take
up Krsna consciousness.

Here’s another verse about Lord
Caitanya (Cc. Adi 9.29): “Not consid-
ering who asked for it and who did
not, nor who was fit and who unfit to
receive it, Caitanya Mahaprabhu
distributed the fruit of devotional
service.” Srila Prabhupada comments:
“This is the sum and substance of Lord
Caitanya’s sankirtana movement.
There is no distinction made between
those who are fit and those who are
not fit to hear or take part in the
sankirtana movement. It should
therefore be preached without discri-
mination. The only purpose of the
| preachers of the sankirtana movement




must be to go on preaching without
restriction. That is the way in which
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu introduced
this sankirtana movement all over the
world.™

Krsna consciousness, the essence of
which is presented in the Gita, is
meant to be spread all over the world.
That implies that it will be presented
to unqualified people. But Lord
Caitanya’s mercy is so great and the
desire of His devotees so strong that,
given the opportunity, even the most
fallen souls of this age can become in- |
spired to take up Krsna consciousness.

As for the devotee’s being more
merciful that Krsna, we can under-
stand that Krsna, being a person, can
display various moods. So even
though Krsna is the reservoir of
mercy, that mercy is not as apparent in
the Gita as in the activities of Lord
Caitanya. In the service of Lord
Caitanya, the devotee sometimes tries
to deliver fallen souls that Krsna has
apparently rejected. The devotee,
however, never takes credit for
anything. He feels that he is simply
delivering the mercy of Krsna. After
all, what does he have to give? He is
simply an insignificant servant of the
Lord. That is the devotee’s mood.

This is a deep subject. But we
should at least understand that the
devotee never feels in any way
superior to Krsna.

Packing Up the TV
You are doing a wonderful service by
producing such a nice magazine as
BTG. It is helping many conditioned
souls, such as myself, to reawaken
their lost Krsna consciousness. One
man in prison I've been correspond-
ing with for nearly two years has
become so enlivened by his new BTG
subscription that he said he plans to
pack up his TV so he can concentrate
on reading his BTGs. He has thanked
me over and over again for sending
him such an enlightening magazine.
I’'ve never seen him so excited about
Krsna consciousness in all these
months.

[ am especially impressed by the
thirteen-year-old devotee Ravi Gupta,

who writes the column called India’s
Heritage. His articles are so intelli-
gently written and also devotional.
All glories to the staff and writers of
Back to Godhead!
Bhaktin Joan
Woodside, New York

Maha-mantra Therapy

In this day and age when the expert
psychiatrists, psychologists, and
psychotherapists highly recommend
the value of talking out our problems
and getting them off our chests, chant-
ing the Hare Krsna maha-manitra most
appropriately, adequately, and
accurately makes sense. Chanting out
reasonably loud in the privacy of my
home helps relax my pent-up emo-
tions the minute I start. It relieves all
the built-up tension, and I enjoy bliss-
ful peace without spending hundreds
of dollars consulting therapists.

Lord Caitanya anticipated this five
hundred years ago. In Kali-yuga,
when people are so stressed out, when
everything else fails, chanting the
maha-mantra helps us relax and
unwind.

The Lord’s name is no different
from the Lord. I trust in Him, and it
has worked for me. Twenty-seven
years ago | moved from India to the
United States: chanting has helped me
survive the ups and downs in my life. |
have raised three children—two
lawyers, 26 and 24 years old, and the
youngest, 22 years, still in college.
Chanting the maha-mantra has a built-
in therapeutic value.

Thanks for letting me share my
humble thoughts.

Aasha Mago
Richmond, Virginia

BTG a Beacon
[A subscriber who gave a gift subscrip-
tion to his brother received this letter.]
I thank you very much for the gift
of the Back to Godhead. Nothing
could have pleased me more than this
wonderful gift. The moment I received
vour card intimating me of the gift, 1
was thrilled. For several days about
two or three weeks before I received
the intimation from you, the words

“Back to Godhead™ had come into my
mind and given me ecstatic joy. Not so
much because of the get-up or the
contents as the significance of its title.

I can’t now fully explain my
condition at that time. But the title
was like a beacon in the mundane
darkness that surrounds me. It held
the truth before me. It showed me the
path to the desired goal. It enlightened
me. [ repeated in my mind “Back to
Godhead” many times. And so
enchanted I was in its new light that I
thought I would write it in beautiful
letters and keep it on my office table
under a glass. It would remind me of
the way to Godhead and would keep
me in the right consciousness.

When I was in this state of mind,
you were making me the gift of the
Back to Godhead on the other side of
the globe. God is kind that He has on
several occasions indicated to me that
there is much more to this universe
than meets the eye. God is kind to me
that I have you for my brother. Many
of His kindnesses have come to me
through you.

U. K. Pandey
New Delhi, India

BTG Gives Encouragement

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank the staff of Back to Godhead for
providing devotees such as myself with
such a wonderful and inspiring
magazine.

The magazine gives us renewed
encouragement in our lives.

It was particularly nice to read in
the March/April 1995 issue the article
“Training Ground for Spiritual
Leaders,” by Nila Madhava Dasa,
followed by comments by several of
the young devotees.

Thanks again for such a fine and
meaningful magazine and your service
on behalf of Lord Krsna.

Dharmananda Dasa
Kingston, Michigan 3

We'd like to hear from you. Send
correspondence to: The Editors, Back
to Godhead, P O. Box 430, Alachua,
FL 32615, USA. Fax: (904) 462-7893.
E-mail: editors@iskcon.com
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Knowledge

For the Serious

The Krsna consciousness movement
gives essential knowledge for fulfilling
the mission of human life.

A lecture given in Paris on June 26, 1971 by

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acdarya of the International Society
For Krishna Consciousness

you very much for your interest in
the Krsna consciousness move-

ment. This movement is especially

meant for those in human society who
are serious about fulfilling the mission
of life. There is a distinction between
human life and animal life. Animal life
means one does not know the propri-
etor of the body. Those who are under
the conception that the material body is
the self are as good as animals. But in
the human form of life one can under-
stand that one is not the material body
butaseparateidentity, spiritualin value.

We can understand this fact if we
givea little attention toit. We have been
changing bodies since the beginning of
our life. We learn from Vedic literature
that after sexual intercourse of the male
and female, if it is fruitful, then the liv-

BACK TO GODHEAD = JULY/ AUGUST 1995

ADIES AND GENTLEMEN, [ thank |

ing entity is injected into the emulsion
of the two secretions, and on the first
night the body takes the shape of a pea.
And because the living entity is there,
the body grows gradually, and then nine
holes evolve, which later develop into
two eyes, two ears, two nostrils, one
mouth, one rectum, and one genital.
When the body is complete, the liv-
ing entity becomes conscious. As long
as the body is not complete, the con-
sciousness is almost dead. That state 1s
called susupti, or sound sleeping. Then
gradually, when consciousness comes,
the child within the womb feels uncom-
fortable and wants to come out. There-
fore. at the seventh month of pregnancy
sometimes the child moves.
That is the process of growing. And
after coming out of the womb the body
(please turn to page 35)
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OST PEOPLE think that certain

people are their friends and
certain people their enemies and to
succeed in this world one had better
learn how to befriend one’s friends
and defeat one’s enemies, That’s
practical worldly wisdom.

But devotees see things differently.
Here is a verse from the Srimad-
Bhagavatam that expresses Prahlada
Maharaja’s opinion: “My dear father,
please give up your demoniac men-
tality. Do not discriminate in your
heart between enemies and friends;
make your mind equipoised toward
everyone. Except for the uncontrolled
and misguided mind, there is no
enemy within this world. When one
sees everyone on the platform of
equality, one then comes to the posi-

tion of worshiping the Lord perfectly.”

This is the philosophy of a maha-
bhagavata, the highest devotee of the
Lord. This philosophy is just as wise
and practical as that which discrimi-
nates between friends and enemies.
Prahlada’s philosophy tells us that
since everyone is an eternal servant
of God, there’s oneness among all
living beings and no point to seeing
one group as friends and another as
enemies.

We distinguish friends from ene-
mies when trying to gratify our senses.
If we meet someone who conflicts
with our material desires, he becomes
an enemy. When someone serves our
desires, he becomes a friend. When
our basic sense desires are met, we
extend our friends and enemies to
include those who either agree or dis-
agree with our culture, religion, philo-
sophy, skin color, or family identity.
Then, going by all these distinctions,
we strengthen ourselves with allies
and stand against our enemies. In this
way, we arbitrarily divide the world
into two classes, friends and enemies.
Then we’re caught up in diplomacy.

But this all proceeds from dualities
that don't really exist. Actually, we're

LESSONS FROM THE ROAD

Where Are the Enemies?

by Satsvartapa Dasa Goswami

all servants of God.

The Age of Kali brings on enmity,
even among friends and within fami-
lies. It brings out enmity even within
religious movements in which devo-
tees are striving to see one another as
servants of God. Srila Prabhupada
comments on how to conquer this
enmity within a religious movement:

“Everyone should be friendly for
the service of the Lord. Everyone
should praise another’s service to
the Lord and not be proud of his own
service. This is the way of Vaisnava
thinking. There is no question of en-
mity between servants. Everyone
should be allowed to | 5'}}_[ render
service to the Lordto § < the best
of his ability, and ev- } eryone
should appreciate the
others.” #

That is how to g
practically apply f
what Prahlada is
teaching. By look-
ing at another’ ser-
vice with respect, and
not imagining that be-
cause we have a particu-
lar service everyone else
should also be doing
that same service,
we will avoid
enmity among
devotees.

Krsna
enjoys va-
ricties of ser-
vice. Therefore,
He inspires us to serve Him
in different ways. The spiri- afr; |
tual world is full of variety, /
and that variety is a source of
happiness. Srila Prabhupada
liked to quote the English say-
ing “Variety is the mother of
enjoyment.”

Srila Prabhupada also men-
tions that not only should we re- %
spect the varieties of service o
that other devotees perform, but we
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service of |

should honor those devotees for serv-
ing according to their capacity, which
may be different from our own. Can
we say that someone is not serving as
well as we because we have a greater
capacity for physical or mental work?
To avoid enmity among devotees, we
have to set aside such dualities and
become friendly toward all Krsna’s
servants. If we can’t do that even
within our own movement, how will
we perform the more difficult task of
seeing all others in the entire world as
servants of God and feel no enmity
toward them?
If devotees are our friends and
everyone else in « +, the worldis
a servant of ¢ I'f'",’ God, then
where are the enemies? Srila
Prabhupada writes, “One
; who is in Krsna
~ consciousness
knows that there
are no enemies but
those within one-
self—the uncon-
trolled mind and
senses.”
X These are the ene-
o mies—lust, greed, envy,
ik anger, illusion, and mad-
AR _:' ness—and they reside
gL T within us. These are
! the faults that pre-
vent us from seeing
everyone as-an
eternal servant of
~ Krsna. The uncon-
trolled mind is our

Prahlada
Maharaja, a great
devotee of the Lord
% even in childhood,
told his demonic
father, “Except for
the uncontrolled and
misguided mind, there
is no enemy within
this world.”



worst enemy. Therefore, conquering
enemies begins with conquering our
own mind, and then the senses.

Facing these enemies, devotees
often become sorry they cannot pro-
gress in spiritual life. We all want to be
ideal devotees, yet years go by and we
are still hampered by our own mind
and senses. Therefore, we should
direct all our energy to conquering
these enemies, which are stopping us
from attaining Krsna consciousness,
and not waste time and energy in the
imaginary battle with others.

Prahlada’s words make this clear.
Even if someone is powerful enough
to conquer all external opposition
through politics, erudition, or military
strength, unless one conquers the
enemies within oneself one will still be
defeated.

Still, there are people in this world
who choose to act as our enemies.
Doesn’t that make them our enemies?
No. Such people may see themselves
as our enemies, but we don’t look at
them with enmity. Of course, if people
are attacking temples or devotees. a
devotee will defend Krsna and His
servants. Arjuna and Hanuman are
famous examples of devotees who, by
the Lord’s order, fought for the cause
of God consciousness against those

LORD KRSNA'S CUISINE

who were trying to stamp it out.

But a devotee doesn’t hate anyone,
because he sees everyone as Krsna’s
servant. He sees those who would
attack him as misguided and deluded
by bodily consciousness. How can
anyone in that condition understand
that Krsna consciousness is not
mimical to them? Therefore, a devo-
tee works to enlighten his enemies,
not obliterate them. Prabhupada
quoted the saying “Hate the sin, not
the sinner.” We are against sinful
activities—gambling, meat-eating,
intoxication, illicit sex—but that
doesn’t mean we hate those who do

| these things. Otherwise, how could we

preach? No, we hate the activity and
the web of karma it weaves around
otherwise innocent people. So by
spreading Krsna consciousness we
undermine sinful activity.

One time Prabhupada was speak-
ing against “rascals and demons,” and
a devotee said, “Yes, Prabhupada, we
should defeat them.” Prabhupada
answered, “No, they are already de-
feated. You should show them mercy.
The demons are already defeated by
material nature. They may not know
it, but the devotee knows it. There-
fore, he tries to give them the mercy
of Krsna consciousness.

(]

COOKING CLASS: LESSON NINETEEN

by Yamuna Devi

THIS COOKING CLASS, the last in
a series on milk and its products,
focuses on yogurt gravy (karhi) and
dishes made with panir cheese.

In a previous column, I mentioned
that the dairy products most widely
used in a Vaisnava kitchen are plain
milk, yogurt, and panir cheese. In
rural India little has changed in the
way these three forms of dairy are
used. Traditional usage is strongest in
village kitchens where refrigeration is
still a rarity and cooking styles stay
largely intact from generation to
generation.

About Yogurt and Panir Cheese
Yogurt, to my mind, is the most
amazing of any milk product. Yogurt

is made with nothing more than
quality milk and a culture. Unless you
have a milk intolerance, you can
probably easily digest yogurt in some
form. Fresh yogurt is considered
calming on the digestive system.
Taken regularly, it is purported to
help balance and restore healthy
bacteria in the colon. And depending
on how it is prepared, yogurt relieves
either mild constipation or diarrhea.
[f you have ever lived in India, you

Prahlada provides a perfect exam-
ple of this kind of thinking. When his
father tried to kill him, Prahlada
remained sweet-tempered and peace-
ful and never stopped being Krsna
conscious. Prahlada refused to submit
to demonic principles, but he was so
nice that he simply wanted everyone
to become a devotee, including his
father. Srila Prabhupada had that
vision too. He saw Krsna conscious-
ness as a universal principle, and he
didn’t see why everyone shouldn’t
have access to it.

Therefore, although we are not
such dreamers that we fail to see
those who work against the Hare
Krsna movement, we should always
remember Prahlada Maharaja’s
teachings: Conquer the enemy within
yourself and preach with compassion
for those still caught in the grip of
their own internal enemies. Other-
wise, we will descend to the level of
sorting out our friends from our
enemies and have no time left to
think about Krsna.

Satsvariupa Dasa Goswami travels
extensively to speak and write about
Krsna consciousness. He is the author
of many books, including a six-volume
biography of Srila Prabhupada.

Yogurt and Panir Cheese Dishes

know it is made daily in many house-
holds, twice a day in reputable yogurt
shops, and considered stale if only a
day old. Yogurt is an exciting ingredi-
ent for cooks—a full-bodied creamy
milk-curd, with a pleasing balance of
sweet, sour, and astringent flavors.
Panir cheese is often called the
Indian equivalent of Oriental tofu,
but the flavors and textures of these
two curds differ considerably. Panir’s
milk curd is creamy, with a mild,
delicate flavor, while tofu’s bean curd
is gelatinous, with a flavor so bland it

| eludes description. The texture of
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MASTER RECIPE
For KARHI

(Serves 6)

Use more or less water, yogurt, or
chick-pea flour to adjust consis-
tency. Use any single spice seed or
spice-seed combination for the final
fried seasoning. Use any one of the

suggested additions below.

Karhi:

V4 cup sifted chick-pea flour

3 cups water

2 cups yogurt

1 teaspoon turmeric

Y tablespoon ground
coriander

freshly ground pepper or
cayenne

Y4 cup chopped fresh cilantro

20 fresh curry leaves,
if available

honey or sugar

salt

Fried seasoning:
Y5 tablespoon cumin and/or
mustard seeds
2 tablespoons ghee or unsalted
butter
hot crushed chilies or chopped
hot green chilies

Optional additions:
2-3 cups broccoli or caulifiower
florets; shredded spinach; mixed
bean sprouts; cubed yams or
potatoes; sliced carrots or bell
peppers; cooked chick peas or
other legumes

Combine the flour, water, yogurt,
turmeric, and corianderin a blender
and process until well mixed. Pour
the mixture into a heavy saucepan
and bring to a boil over moderate
heat, stirring constantly. Cook until
thickened, anywhere from 10 to 20
minutes. Season with salt, a touch of
sweetener, and pepper or cayenne.

Place the spice seeds in a small
pan and toast over moderate heat

until they change color. Add the ghee
or butter and the chilies and fry a
little more. Pour the seasoning into
the karhi and garnish with herbs or
add an optional ingredient. Offer to
Krsna.

PANIR AND SPINACH

2 pounds fresh spinach, washed,
trimmed and chopped

2 tablespoons ghee, unsalted
butter or olive oil

Y12 teaspoon crushed chilies

| pound panir, cut in cubes and
shallow-fried until brown

salt and pepper, as desired

Y cup sour cream, if desired

Place the spinach in a large pan,
cover, and cook over moderately high
heat until wilted (3—5 minutes). Add
the remaining ingredients and warm
throughout. If desired, fold in sour
cream. Offer to Krsna.

paniris a little firmer than unripened
farmer cheese, but panir cheese is
unique in that it can be browned,
sauteed, pan-fried and even baked—
without melting or disintegrating. In
India panir still enjoys perhaps its
greatest popularity in Punjab, where
paniris served as an entree in a rich,
succulent gravy, or in rices, stews,
soups, legumes, and vegetable dishes.

Karhi

I had my first sampling of Indian
karhi (pronounced kah-ree) in 1966,
when Srila Prabhupada cooked it for
ISKCON?'s first wedding feast. The
taste was so memorable that I noted
the ingredients and have since
reworked the original dish scores of
times. Karhi is a custardlike gravy
made by simmering varying propor-
tions of yogurt, water, turmeric, chick-
pea flour, and karhi (curry) leaves,
when available, to yield a thick or thin
texture. You can serve karhi as is,
with chilies, chopped fresh cilantro,
and [ried spice seeds. Or you can add
ingredients such as chick-pea fritters

or seasonal vegetables. Karhi inspired
its Western counterpart—curry sauce,
a bechamel sauce spiked with curry
powder.

Panir Dishes

Fried panir might be added to any
number of regional Indian dishes—
sak, sukta, bhaji, foogath, rasam,
tarkari, and more. Many classic panir
dishes—such as Panir and Peas, Panir
and Spinach, and Panir in Rice Pilaf—
are traditional at banquets and on
holidays and other festive occasions.
Indian restaurant menus are rarely
without some variation of these
dishes. But aside from the classics, a
few panir cubes are a welcome
addition to most pots of soup or
beans.

Several times Srila Prabhupada
requested ISKCON restaurant
managers to include panir dishes on
their menus, pointing out that it
would satisfy the tastes of diners not
accustomed to prasadam and pure
vegetarian dishes.

Panir is a protein-rich food, one
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that marries well with the flavor of
asafetida and fresh ginger-root and
lends nutrition and distinction to
many international dishes. Certainly it
can be used in place of tofu in any
dish.

A few ways I've used panir in the last
month include sprinkled on Italian

| foccacia and Arab khubz arabee flat
| breads, layered in a Southwestern
| tortilla-bean-vegetable casserole, and

with cabbage as a stuffing in baked
Russian piroskis. You might use it in
American-style veggie burgers and . . .
well, you get the idea.

Class Homework

Refer to the class textbook, Lord
Krishna's Cuisine, and look over the
titles on the subject I've discussed
here. Pick out your top choices and
work them into menus in the coming
months. Experiment using panir in
vour favorite dishes.

A Moment of Thanks
From the Kitchen Window
Before taking time to read the




recipes, reach for the class textbook,
or make shopping lists, take a few
moments to sit and simply be grate-
ful. The more you taste the nectar
of Krsna consciousness, the more
you will spontaneously feel grateful
on many levels. As a cook you will
find many ways to savor Krsna
consciousness.

Certainly be grateful to Srila
Prabhupada, and reflect on how his
instructions on devotional cooking
and distribution of prasadam have
changed the lives of hundreds of thou-

THR STUDENTS, from the begin-
ners who can barely write to the
almost-graduated, look up expect-
antly.

“Blank paper, everyone! For the
next two or three days we’re going to
write an offering to Srila Prabhu-
pada.”

Every year, disciples and followers
of Srila Prabhupada celebrate the
anniversary of the day he appeared in
the world by, among other things,
writing letters in which they glorify
him, offer him service, and express
appreciation for all he did. The letters
are offerings of love.

The traditional Vedic school is
called the gurukula, “the place of the
spiritual master.” As the founder of
ISKCON, Srila Prabhupada is in one
sense the spiritual master of all its
members, including my students, who
will eventually accept initiation from
one of Srila Prabhupada’s disciples.
Today. still, one of gurukula’s primary
purposes is to teach the student, from
a young age. service to the spiritual
master. The yearly writing of an
offering to Prabhupada, therefore, is
an excellent time for children and
adolescents to contemplate that goal
of service.

“We should begin our offerings
with obeisances to Prabhupada.” I
start. (The children respond with a

sands around the world. If you have a
spiritual master, be grateful for the
instructions you have heard on devo-
tional cooking. Deeply drink in those
principles, relish them, and share them
with others. By embracing these
instructions, you will get the will,
patience, and enthusiasm required at
every step of your spiritual journey.
And even if this column is your first
taste of Krsna consciousness, be
grateful you can see the words in this
magazine. Sincerely chant the Hare

| Krsna maha-mantra, and try to do

SCHOOLING KRSNA'S CHILDREN

An Offering of Love

by Urmila Devi Dasi

chorus of “How do you spell . . . 77)

“But let’s not just write about how
wonderful Prabhupada is or how we
are grateful that he brought Krsna
consciousness to the world. We can
write that, certainly, but let’s think
about how we can serve him. What
will we offer him during the next year
and the rest of our lives?”

Soon the students come to my desk
with rough drafts done or half done.

I try to help them be specific and set
attainable goals. For example, it is
common [or a student to write, “I
want to preach all over the world.”

“That’s wonderful.” I comment,
“but how do you intend to do that?
Will you preach in Argentina? How
will you get there? Will you distri-
bute books, or have a group of devo-
tees who chant, or preach through
radio 0.2

Soon the students realize that I'm
asking them to make a real offering.
Gradually they write from the heart.
They express a desire to dress the
Deity of the Lord. or cook for Krsna.
or teach in a gurukula, or develop a
rural community.

Besides asking them to write about
what lifetime service they can offer
Srila Prabhupada, I ask them to write
what service they can give in the com-
ing year. That service can be related
to their long-term goals, if they like.

your best in offering your food to the
Lord. Continue with your own list of
things to be grateful for—then get
inspired and rattle those pots and
pans!

Yamuna Devi is the author of the
award-winning cookbooks Lord
Krishna’s Cuisine: The Art of Indian
Vegetarian Cooking and Yamuna’s
Table. She is a regular contributor to
The Washington Post and Vegetarian
Times. Write to her in care of Back to
Godhead.

Often, however, their immediate goal
of service is something such as chant-
ing an extra round of Hare Krsna on
their beads, getting their schoolwork
done on time, or improving their

| friendships with other devotees of

Krsna.

It is important for the children to
be very specific. If they simply write,
“Prabhupada, this year [ would like to
become more humble,” they don't
really know how to go about it or
when they've achieved it. They need
to think of specifics. How could they
become more humble? Maybe “This
year, when my parents or teachers
correct me I'll remember to be grate-
ful that they are helping me improve.
I'll say “Thank you’ instead of making
excuses.”

Many managers and educators
have noted the positive effects of
setting short- and long-term goals.
Children are no exception to the
principle that all living beings work
for some purpose. The personal
philosophy of Krsna consciousness

| does not deny goals or plan making

but substitutes the spiritual plan for
the material. This substitution, which
Krsna calls “the art of work,” is the
secret of yoga. A materialist’s enthusi-
asm to attain goals keeps him bound
to the material world and its miseries.
A devotee’s enthusiasm for spiritual
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goals leads to liberation.

Perhaps the most obvious differ-
ence between material and spiritual
goals is that the materialist desires to
please himself while the devotee
desires to please the spiritual master.
But there is another important
distinction: for a devotee, the work is
more important than the result. Krsna
tells Arjuna never to consider himself
the cause of the results of his activi-
ties. Rather, Arjuna should work
toward the goal that Lord Krsna
desires and offer the work to Krsna,
whether the actual result appears full
or meager. After all, the result is up
to Krsna.

When my students offer, for exam-
ple, “I would like to open a temple for
you, Srila Prabhupada,” they know

M Y FATHER subscribes to an
electronic conference that
discusses issues related to India and
the Indian community. Several times a
year the topic comes up, How can
nonresident Indians (NRIs), who live
outside India, help their motherland?

Mathew Koshy from San Francisco
writes, “The most productive thing for
expatriate funds is to help people at
the local level solve their own
problems such as sanitation and
health.”

Krishnan Ramanathan writes that
he donates funds to an eye hospital in
Coimbatore. Sitansu Mittra contrib-
utes a modest amount to a boys home
in West Bengal.

And Mahesh Prakasm writes, “My
personal feeling is that pumping
money into India is not going to make
any big difference. Also, any other
means of developing India is going to
make only a physical change, which is
temporary. . . . The change should be
a change in the minds of the people of
India. . . . India needs Moral Re-
armament (MRA). . . . a spiritual,
philosophical, psychological, or

INDIA'S HERITAGE

Helping Our Motherland

by Ravi Gupta

that their success lies in their sincere
attempt to please the Lord, not in the
praises of others or in external signs
of accomplishment. Prabhupada
exemplified this attitude when, upon
first coming to America, he wrote an
offering to Krsna. Prabhupada prayed
that he would do his best to teach the
science of devotion and that it was up
to Krsna to make the work a success
or failure, as the Lord desired.

The children’s offerings, then,
surpass in enthusiasm an ordinary
man’s New Year’s resolutions. And
while enthusiasm for serving the
spiritual master’s mission is one of the
main principles of success in God-
realization, the service attitude itself
is the foundation of that success.

By writing and working on a

scientific way of creating a change in
an individual.”
Yes, what India really needs is

| MRA and more. India needs a change
| of consciousness, from material to

spiritual.

After all, how much money can we
give? Foreign governments have
probably given more dollars than
NRIs will ever be able to give. How
many hospitals can we open? We cure
one disease, and soon another strikes.
How many poor can we feed? Peace
Corps volunteers have toiled with
more sweat than most of us ever will.
But have they improved the condition
of India more than superficially?

The best way NRIs can help India
is by their personal example. We
NRIs have a golden opportunity to
make a difference, not by pouring
dollars or technology into India but
by emulating the greatest NRI, Srila
Prabhupada. He knew that we Indians
consider imported things superior, so
he came to the West and then re-
turned to India to re-import the Vedic
teachings. When we return to India or
communicate with people there, we
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specific, personal offering of service,
our children can go beyond the
sentimental worshiper who makes a
yearly emotional show—-I want to
serve you, guru!”—but actually
spends his or her time on other
concerns. These children come to see
that service to the spiritual master is
their offering and their life.

| Urmila Devi Dasi was initiated in 1973

and has been involved in ISKCON
education since 1983. She, her hus-
band, and their three children live at
the ISKCON community in Hills-
borough, North Carolina, where she
runs a school for children aged 5-18.
She is the main author/compiler of
Vaikuntha Children, a gurukula
classroom guidebook.

can also re-import the Vedic teachings
through our example. Srila Prabhu-
pada knew that residents of India
naturally look toward NRIs as models
because NRIs live in opulent countries.
He desired that NRIs not imitate the
West but accept the pride of India—
Vedic living, or simple living and high
thinking.

We can benefit our family and
friends in India by encouraging them

| to shun the non-Vedic habits that have

become common there. Take, for
example, tea drinking. I estimate that
every year an average family in India
spends 15,500 rupees, or about $500,
on tea. If Indians went without tea,
there would be an instant annual sav-
ings of $500 times 100 million families,
or $50 billion. And there would be
immense savings on health costs. The
money saved from following this one
Vedic principle would surpass all
donations. And this is only one such
example.

Srila Prabhupada gave us the chant-
ing of the Lord’s holy names, and he
gave us the four regulative principles:
no gambling, no meat-eating, no



intoxication, and no illicit sex. The big-
gest gift NRIs can give India is to
become examples for others by follow-
ing these principles:

Insist on eating only Krsna-
prasadam.

Refrain from going to the movies
or watching TV shows that promote |
illicit sex.

Refrain from intoxicants, including
tea, coffee, cigarettes, and colas.

Refrain from gambling, including
the state lotteries.

[f we can influence people in India
to follow these principles, the benefits
will be great. People will get immedi-
ate material benefits, and develop
good qualities that help them reach
the ultimate goal of human life—
self-realization. Without donating
even a dollar to any fund, we will have
contributed to the welfare of India.

In this new column we’ll present the
experiences and realizations of devo-
tees who give Krsna consciousness to
others by giving them Srila Prabhu-
pada’s books and other books on
Krsna consciousness. The following is
reprinted from last year’s Vyasa Puja
book, a collection of letters written in
praise of Srila Prabhupada in obser-
vance of his appearance day.—Ed.

EAR SRILA PRABHUPADA,

Please accept my humble obei-
sances at your divine lotus feet. All
glories to you on the celebration of
your appearance day.

While planning a composition for
your offering, I was also attending to
my regular correspondence. One letter
stood out among the others. I enclose
it here, translated into English, for
your pleasure.

Dear Sivarama Swami,
Hare Krsna. Please accept my
humble obeisances. All glories to Srila

BOOK DISTRIBUTION

Blessed Granny

#1 by Sivarama Swami

Prabhupada. I hope you do not mind

Srila Prabhupada writes, “A per-
son engaged only in ministering to the
physical welfare of human society
cannot factually help anyone. Tempo-
rary relief of the external body and
the mind is not satisfactory. The real
cause of one’s difficulties in the hard
struggle for life may be found in one’s
forgetfulness of his relationship with
the Supreme Lord. . . . Therefore, to
act to revive this consciousness within
the entire human society is the highest
welfare work.” (Bhagavad-gita 5.25,
Purport)

We can send money to India, but if
we want it to make a real change, we
should give to people and funds that
develop spiritual principles. Our

| money can then help satisfy both the

immediate physical and the ultimate
spiritual needs. For example, by giv-
ing money to feed people Krsna-

my writing to you. I have never
written to a spiritual master before.
You do not know me. My name is
Bhaktin Dora and I live in Pecs
(Hungary). [ am 14 years old, and I
live at home with my mother and
older sister.

In 1992 I went to the Hare Krsna
Festival with a friend. [ was not very
interested, but I enjoyed the chanting
and dancing at the end. After it was
over I bought a book, The Science of
Self-Realization. I do not know why;
generally I never read. I think it was
because of the chanting.

I took the book home and cannot
remember what happened to it. One
day my mother found it and was very
angry with me. She thought that I was
reading this kind of thing. You see,
our family members are all very strict
Catholics. They thought Krsna con-
sciousness was some kind of “brain-
washing.” Actually I wasn't reading
the book: I had forgotten all about
it. Somehow it just “appeared.”
Anyway, my mother was going to

prasadam, we satisfy their hunger and
also help them spiritually.
All Indians are dutybound to give

| their countrymen the benefit of Krsna

consciousness. As Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu taught:

bharata-bhumite haila manusya-
Jjanma yara

Janma sarthaka kari’ kara para-
upakara

“One who has taken his birth as a
human being in the land of India
[Bharata-varsa] should make his life
successful and work for the benefit
of all other people.” (Caitanya-

| Caritamyta, Adi-lila 9.41)

Ravi Gupta, age thirteen, lives at the
Hare Krsna center in Boise, Idaho.
The center is run by his parents.

throw it away.

My grandmother, who is 68, was in
the kitchen at the time. She lives in the
apartment upstairs. She came in and
took the book. She looked at it and
scolded me in a very heavy way. I
thought that would be the end of it. I
did not mind so much, as I was in a lot
of maya at the time.

About a week later I overheard a
conversation between my mother and
grandmother. Granny was saying that
this was not some ordinary book. She
said that what Prabhupada was saying
is what Jesus Christ said and that Krsna
is God. I was very surprised. She said
we should listen to what Prabhupada
said and chant Hare Krsna because that
was the religion for this age. There was
a lot of talk about how Christianity was
no more and no one was following the
Bible but what Prabhupada said was
pure and perfect.

Things really took a turn from there.
One day my grandmother visited the
nama-hatta [local Krsna center] here
and began to chant on beads. She also
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“I want to know what kind of man
Srila Prabhupada was. He must be so dear
to Krsna to have spread this message
all over the world. What are these books
that changed my family so much?”

began to buy Prabhupada’s books one
by one. She was spending all her
pension buying what she called the
“beautiful holy Bhagavatam.”
Sometimes she could only afford to
eat potatoes, but she kept buying the
books. The devotees even came to her
flat and helped her set up an altar.
When [ went upstairs, there were
Krsna pictures everywhere.

That was really the beginning. One
night Granny had a dream about
Prabhupada. Something really
happened to her then. I don’t know
what it was, but she began to get very
enthusiastic. Next she began to get
the whole family involved. [ mean,
not just me and my mother and sister,
but her two sons, their wives and six
children, as well as her brothers, sis-
ters, and relatives. Before, she used to
carry a Bible with her and quote Jesus
Christ. Now she has a Bhagavad-gita
and quotes “the good Lord Prabhu-
pada.” She became a veritable
transcendental terror. Everyone in the
family has to chant at least one round
a day. In addition Granny made
everyone become a vegetarian,
including my dog Sikra, and we offer
our food to a picture of Prabhupada
and Lord Caitanya.

Now I am also getting out of maya
and chanting and reading a little also.
Where I go to school my friends
inquire about Krsna, since they know
[ am a devotee. The whole family
goes to the nama-haita, all sixteen of
us. During the Christmas marathon
[for book distribution], we all tried to
distribute Prabhupida’s books. Even
Granny would take books with her to
the market and sell them to the
vendors. Everyone is afraid of her

because she is fearless. They all think
she has gone crazy, but she doesn’t
care.

Now she is saving to go to Buda-
pest to see the newly installed Deities.
She has heard that Lord Caitanya and
Lord Nityananda “came” to Hungary
and are being worshiped there by the
devotees. She says she wants to see
God just once in this life.

At this year’s Hare Krsna festival,
you were speaking to the guests after
the kirtana. You must remember my
grandmother because she came and
sat right beside you and asked so
many questions. At the end when you
stood to leave, she even kissed your
hand, remember? I also wanted to ask
a question, but I was shy. Could I
please ask you now? I hope you do
not mind, Maharaja.
~ I'want to know what kind of man
Srila Prabhupada was. He must be so
dear to Krsna to have spread this
message all over the world. What are
these books that changed my family
so much? How is it possible that he
can speak so powerlully through
them? You must feel very fortunate to
be his disciple. How great a man he is!
Sometimes when my Granny chants
in front of a picture of Krsna she
cries. How does Prabhupada do that?
I want to cry like that too. Granny
dreams of Prabhupada, and some-
times she talks to his picture. Al-
though it says on the cover of the
book that he passed away, is Prabhu-
pada really dead, or is he still alive?
Do you think I can meet him some
day?

I am sorry that I have gone on so.

[ would like to be a good devotee one
day and help you and Prabhupada
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spread Krsna consciousness. Please

could you answer my questions?
Your servant,
Bhaktin Dora

Srila Prabhupada, what is this
brand of mercy that you gave this old
lady I just barely met, which you
never gave me? She never met you,
never saw devotees. She is not even
initiated by you. What is this kindness
that you bestow upon her, which you
do not give me, your “fortunate

| disciple™?

What am I referring to? It is just
this. After having come in contact
with you for just a few months, what
inspiration did you give this Granny
in that dream? What did you move
in her heart that made her change her
life in its final days, that made her
turn against the current of banality
and tradition and strike out alone to
change her world? No sympathy, no
association, no institutional support.
Boldness I do not possess, changes |
do not have strength to make.

Srila Prabh upada, I want to know
what you say to her from your picture
when she talks to you? I have so many
pictures. You do not speak to me
through them.

Although I worship Deities daily, |
continue to see them as made of
marble and wood. How is it this old
lady has the conviction that God has
“come” to her country? Why have
you not given such vision to me? I
want to cry like that too. When will
you give me that mercy?

Srila Prabhupada, this is one letter,
from one girl who came in contact
with you. How many millions of such
souls are there who have yet to write,



who are directly experiencing your
mercy daily, who read your books
with implicit faith, whom you talk to
in dreams and pictures, whose lives
you change abruptly and reward with
tears when chanting the holy names?
How many people cross the
boundaries of rules and regulations by
the strong boat of your mercy and
practice and taste Krsna conscious-

N A PASSAGE from the Srimad-

Bhagavatam (1.11.13-15) recount-
ing Lord Krsna’s return to His city,
Dvaraka, we hear how householder
devotees welcomed and worshiped
Krsna:

The city gateway, the household
doors, and the festooned arches
along the roads were all nicely
decorated with festive signs like
plantain trees and mango leaves, all
to welcome the Lord. Flags, gar-
lands, and painted signs and slogans
all combined to shade the sunshine.
The highways, subways, lanes,
markets, and public meeting places
were all thoroughly cleansed and
moistened with scented water. And
to welcome the Lord, fruits,
flowers, and unbroken seeds were
strewn everywhere. In every door
of the residential houses, auspicious
things like curd, unbroken fruits,
sugarcane, and full waterpots with
articles for worship, incense, and
candles were all displayed.

In the purport, Srila Prabhupada
writes, “The process of reception
according to Vedic rites is not at all
dry. The reception was made not
simply by decorating the roads and
streets as above mentioned, but by
worshiping the Lord with requisite
ingredients like incense, lamps, flow-
ers, sweets, fruits, and other palatable
eatables, according to one’s capacity.”

The Bhagavatam also describes
that these presentations to the Lord
were like “an offering of a lamp to

BHAKTI-YOGA AT HOME

Inviting the Lord

by Rohininandana Dasa

ness in a realm beyond logic and good
fortune? When will you one day
bestow some of this special mercy
upon me that you give them?

If I am not to acquire it directly,
even after begging for it, then I will
serve such souls who have reached
your mission. I will offer them
prasadam, give them your books, and
show them how to practice. I will

the sun,” because nothing can be
offered to Lord Krsna that is not His
already. He is fully satisfied and self-
sufficient, and by His own potency He
incessantly supplies the needs of
everyone, Still, as one worships the
deity of the sun by offering a flame, or
worships the Ganges by offering her
Ganges water, one must offer Krsna
something generated by His energy.
As Krsna mentions in the Bhagavad-
gita, He accepts the love and devotion
that saturates the gift, rather than the
gift itself.

In the Padma Purana Lord Krsna
says, “I am not in Vaikuntha [the
spiritual world], nor in the hearts of
the yogis. I stay where My devotees
glorify My activities.” This means that
you and I may welcome Krsna into
our homes. What was possible five
thousand years ago is possible today,
because Krsna is available now as He
was then.

But how can we possibly invite
Lord Krsna—the most famous,
wealthy, and powerful person in the
entire material and spiritual creation
—to our little homes? After all, we
may not have the necessary love to
saturate our offerings. We may not be
pure devotees or even spend much of
our time glorifying Krsna’s activities.

We can have hope, however, when
we consider that Krsna is eternally
manifest in two forms in the material
world: His Deity form and His holy
name. As we can easily chant Hare
Krsna at any time and place and thus

chant with them. Thus I can hope to
gain a new perspective of your great-
ness, even though I may never fully
understand it.
Your insignificant servant,
Sivarama Swami

Sivarama Swami is ISKCON's govern-
ing body commissioner for the United
Kingdom and Hungary.

be in touch with Krsna, so we can also
invite the Lord into our lives through

| the medium of His Deity form.

The Srimad-Bhagavatam lists eight
materials from which a Deity can be
made: wood, stone, clay, paint (a
picture), sand, jewels, metal, or a form
conceived within the mind. We can
take any of these eight materials—
most of them easily available—and
shape it according to the descriptions
given in the scripture, and to our great
fortune Krsna may choose to be
present there.

Once, as Srila Prabhupada was
about to board a plane, a small child
gave him a pencil drawing of Krsna.
Prabhupada spent the flight gazing at it
as he chanted on his beads. That
picture was a Deity form of the Lord.

Actually, Krsna is already present
everywhere—He is already in sound
and in our homes and hearts. So
inviting Him means appreciating His
absolute presence everywhere and His
ownership of everything. When we
sincerely invite Krsna by acquiring and
worshiping stone, metal, or wooden
Deities, or by placing His picture on
our wall, our altar, or within our heart,
He may manifest His presence there.

You may have noticed my use of the
word “may.” We cannot force or expect
the Supreme Lord to do anything.
Even if we worship Him in grand style,
we cannot assume that the Lord is

| pleased to accept our offerings. This is

not to say that we shouldn’t do our best
to offer a nice standard of worship. But
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Sri paiica-tattva
even if our Deity worship is
very humble, simple, or not
yet fully regular, if we have
sincerity of purpose we
can satisfy the Lord. Lord
Krsna is known as
bhava-grahi-janardana,
“one who accepts our
innermost intention.”
Of course, sincerity
and good intention
will naturally pro-
pel us forward in

our attempt to improve
our standards.

Also important is our attitude to-
wards Krsna's Deity form. Prabhu-
pada wrote to one disciple, “Never
think of the Deity as made of stone
or wood. Every worshiper must
remember that Krsna is personally
present. He is simply kindly present-
ing Himself before us in a way so that
we can handle Him. That is His mer-
cy: otherwise, He 1s unapproachable.”

Should you wish to invite Krsna to
your home, you can do so at once
by placing a picture of the Lord in a
special place and by offering such
items as incense, water, fruits, and
cooked food, as well as by gazing at,
meditating upon, and singing to Him.
You could also place a curtain in front
of the Lord’s picture at night to put
the Lord to rest.

You may wonder which picture of

Lo
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| His pastime as Lord
Caitanya is especially kind and
easily approachable, and so devotees
in the Krsna consciousness movement
usually begin their practice by wor-

| shiping a picture of the Pafica-tattva:
Caitanya Mahaprabhu and His four
principal associates. If you want to
worship a three-dimensional form of
the Lord, Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai (Lord
Caitanya and Lord Nityananda) are
suitable because an installation cere-
mony is not a prerequisite for Their
worship and They do not consider
shortcomings or even offenses to be
very important. Rather, They notice
all the positive things we may do.
Lord Jagannatha, Lord Baladeva, and

Ly
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Subhadra
Devi are
similarly acces-
sible, and some-
times devotees
begin by worship-
ing them.

For more information, consult your
local devotee friends. For detailed
information you may also read such
publications as Paficardtra Pradipa,
ISKCON’s comprehensive guide to
Deity worship, available through
BTG’ Hare Krsna Catalog.

In my next column I shall describe
offering the drati ceremony of worship
to the Deities.

Rohininandana Dasa lives in southern
England with his wife and their three
children. Write to him in care of Back
to Godhead.



THROUGH THE EYES OF SASTRA

On Conceiving the Inconceivable

Some Principles in Understanding the Origin of the Conditioned Soul

by Ravindra Svariipa Dasa

E CONDITIONED souls are

originally Krsna conscious
living entities, but owing to a desire to
be independent of God and to be the
Supreme ourselves, we have fallen
from our original position and
become covered by maya (illusion),
who provides us with false identities
of gross and subtle matter. By the
grace of Krsna and His pure devotees
we fallen souls can regain our original
Krsna consciousness and in so doing
go back to Godhead.

This simple dramatic narrative tells
the story of who we are, where we
came from, how we fell, and how we
can be restored. Srila Prabhupada
tells us this story, and so do the previ-
ous dcaryas and the scriptures. This
story is the profoundest truth about
ourselves. and there is no fault in it.

Yet the story becomes complicated
when we discover (from the identical
infallible sources) that the souls in
the spiritual world are nitva-siddha,
eternally or perpetually liberated
souls, and that no one falls from the
spiritual world. Further, the souls in
the material world are nitya-baddha,
eternally or perpetually conditioned,
and we learn that their conditioned
state is anadi, or without any begin-
ning. These statements, also, are true
without a doubt.

How can these facts be reconciled
with the story of fall and redemption?

It is necessary to recognize that the
seemingly straightforward linear
narrative is more complicated than it
appears because the narrative’s scope
of action spans two worlds, one
eternal and the other temporal.

We can get some sense of the
relation between these two worlds if
we recollect the temporal structure of
the material universe as presented in
Srimad-Bhagavatam. As one ascends
from Martya-loka (our level or
plane), through Svarga-loka (the
plane of the enjoying and administrat-

ing demigods, or devas), and further
through Mahar-loka and so on (the
planes of the austere sages) to Satya-
loka (the plane of Lord Brahma), time
progressively dilates. Thus, as 360
years go by here in Martya-loka, only
a year passes for the devas in Svarga-
loka. And 300 billion years have to
come and go down here for a single
year to transpire in Satya-loka for
Lord Brahma.

Srimad-Bhagavatam mentions that
when Brahma, on earth, kidnapped
the cowherd boys and calves from
Krsna, the victims were gone a year by
human experience, but for Brahma,
operating on Satya-loka time, only a
moment (a truti) had passed. A truti
lasts exactly %3500 of a second.

On another occasion Maharaja
Kakudmi, seeking a husband for his
daughter Revati. took her to Satya-
loka to ask Lord Brahma to arrange
the match. Brahma kept them waiting
until he had finished hearing a recital
by Gandharva musicians. When
Kakudmi finally presented his request,
Brahma burst out laughing. Everyone

Kakudmi would have wanted for his
daughter was long gone. for twenty-
seven yuga cycles had passed (about
160 million years) while the supplicant
and his daughter cooled their heels in
the anteroom.

A live television broadcast on
Satya-loka of events on Martya-loka
would disclose everything moving with
dizzying speed, a blur of mountains
rising up and dissolving away, oceans
swelling and shrinking, peoples and
civilizations rushing on and off the
earth. By the same token, a live
broadcast on Martya-loka of current
events on Satya-loka would transmit
motion so slow as to be undetectable
by normal human vision. Only time-
lapse photography. snapping the
shutter every thousand years or so,

| would disclose activity.

Keeping all this in mind, imagine

the temporal structure of the universe
depicted in the form of an equilateral
triangle. with the base representing
Martya-loka. Its width at the base
stands for the duration of the universe
in our years—that is, 311 trillion 40
billion years. As we go up, the triangle
narrows, so that at the level of Brahma
the duration of the universe (still
depicted as the width of the triangle) is
100 of his years.

Now continue up the universe, past
Satya-loka. The unit-measure of dura-
tion continues to dilate, time slows
more and more, and finally, where the
material realm borders the spiritual,
time has its stop. Here, at the apex of
the triangle, we reach the point of
translation between material and spiri-
tual worlds, between time and eternity.

This is the “now moment of eterni-
ty,” an everlasting instant without past
or future. We have seen how, when we
go up the universe, a unit-measure of
time includes more and more of our
years. What then happens when we
take that process to the limit, as we do
when we reach the apex? That single
climactic moment embodies time
without beginning and end. From this
point of view, the lifetimes of a trillion,
trillion Brahmas are over as soon as
they begin. Who can even express such
inconceivable things?

It remains to be mentioned, for
the sake of thoroughness, that the apex
of our triangle marks the limit of the
ascent to the Absolute by mystical
speculation. According to mystic spec-
ulators, the everlasting moment of
eternity is necessarily spent in stasis,
immobility. Vaisnavas, however, pure
devotees of the Lord, know of tran-
scendental variegatedness and activi-
ties. Although eternity is described as
having no past or future, there is still
sequence (for there are lilas, pastimes);
and knowledge, bliss, and beauty
eternally increase.

If we were to continue with our

JULY / AUGUST 1995 « BACK TO GODHEAD 17



figure of a triangle, we would have to
envision the two lines of its sides
extending through the apex to form a
second, inverted triangle. Let this tri-
angle, with its base up and its apex
down, signify the spiritual realm of
transcendental variegatedness as it
expands beyond the zero point of nir-
vana. The figure of the two triangles,
apex to apex, is simply another repre-
sentation of what the Bhagavad-giia
signifies by the metaphor of an inver-
ted tree, a reflection of the original
tree standing on the water’s bank.
Our minds boggle even at the “now
moment of eternity” of the imper-

sarily described as anadi, or beginning-
less, and the conditioned soul himself
is characterized as nitya-baddha—
eternally bound or conditioned. There
was no time when he was not bound.
Yet such souls can attain release
and enter the spiritual realm. Let us
say that the soul who has fallen from
that realm into beginningless bondage
now returns. The duration of that
bondage spans time without limit, as

we have seen. Yet now, if we inquire,

from the perspective of eternity, “How
long has that fallen and restored soul
been absent?” the answer is “He never

The dramatic narration of a life with
God, a fall from that life, a sojourn in
the alien world of illusion, and a final
restoration to God is not a fiction. It is
a profound truth. It need not be rejec-
ted on the mistaken notion that it
conflicts with other, equally true,
statements of authorities.

For our better understanding, how-
ever, we need to be aware of one sim-
plification that takes place—quite
naturally—in the telling of the narra-
tive of fall and redemption. This is the
representation of all the events in the
story as though they take place on a

single temporal continuum. For

sonal speculators. Even further
from our conceptions is a realm in
which transcendental time, which
has neither past nor future, allows
for activities—pastimes—and ever-

Krsna-loka

example, we habitually character-
ize our entry into time as though it
were itself a temporal occasion, a
dateable event. But, as we have
seen, once we become conditioned,

increasing qualities of beauty. joy, SPIRITUAL o we have always been conditioned.
i 2] E 4 5 .
and knowledge. WORLD phe Similarly, we think of our
Now to consider the issue ; ;.ffgme rebellion against God as a distant,
: of the two e
before us, we must not only con- f | aboriginal event, one that took
- riangles,

template that inconceivable eter-
nal realm, but we must think about
it in relationship with our world of
past, passing, and to come. Let us
proceed to do so.

As we have seen, the transcen-
dental realm is eternal present, an
everlasting instant. Every soul in
that realm must accordingly be
characterized as nitya-mukta, eter-
nally liberated. This includes the
souls that come from the material
world. For if a soul enters that

place long ago and far away, in that
world. In truth, that single act of
rebellion is perpetual; that very
same aboriginal event is taking
place right now. We have only to
look into our hearts to confirm this.
Furthermore, when we “return™
to the spiritual world, it will only be
to discover that indeed we never
left, and “there™ has always been
right “*here.” We are right now with
Krsna, for Krsna consciousness is
our svaripa, our eternal identity.

apex to apex,

is simply another
representation of
what the Bhagavad-
aita signifies by the
metaphor of an
inverted tree, a
reflection of
the original
tree stand-
ing on the
water's
bank.”

Nirvana

Brahma-loka
(100 years)

MATERIAL

realm from the material world, can
we ask, “When did that soul
arrive?” The question does not
apply. Once the soul gets there,
that soul can only be nitya-mukita.
He has, necessarily, always been

WORLD

Martya-loka
——311 trillion 40 billion years ——]

We need only wake up and see
where we are.

All this is known to Srila
Prabhupada and to the acaryas,
previous teachers. They know how
one can fall from a place no one

there. This is the logic of eternity.
Now let us go to a matter equally
inconceivable. Let us say, for the pur-
poses of discussion, that a soul “falls™
from eternity and sojourns in the
material world. When did he enter the
material world? We can only say that
the fall is a non-temporal act that
renders the conditioned soul bound
from all time. The history of his incar-
ceration in time has no beginning. The
conditioned soul has always been con-
ditioned. Strictly speaking, the ques-
tion of when does not apply. Although
bondage is not the soul’s original con-
dition, the state of bondage is neces-

left.” Or, alternatively, “The question
does not apply.” For the logic of eter-
nity dictates that no one falls from
eternity—even if he does so.

The logic of eternity also dictates
that no conditioned soul can begin his
eternal life—even though he does so.
In considering both falling from and
returning to transcendence, we must
accept the logic of eternity to be true
to what is real.

Thus we see that while it is true
that no one falls from the spiritual
world, we in fact have done so, and
yet there is no contradiction.
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falls from, enter into an ignorance
that has always been, and return to a
place one never actually left. Because

such matters are inconceivable to

mundane minds, when teachers speak
of such things their words may seem
contradictory. But in one way or
another they all tell the whole truth.

Ravindra Svartpa Dasa is ISKCON's
Governing Body Commissioner for
the United States mid-Atlantic region.
He lives at the Philadelphia temple,
where he joined ISKCON in 1971. He
holds a Ph.D. in religion from Temple
University.



“In My last birth I was born in the
family of cowherd men, and I gave
protection to the calves and cows.
Because of such pious activities, I have
now become the son of a brahmana.”
—Lord Caitanya (Caitanya-
caritamrta, Adi-lila 17.111)

TI IROUGHOUT HISTORY many
traditional societies have centered
on a particular animal, and the rela-
tions the people develop with that
animal influence the values of the
whole society. We think of the role of
buffalo in shaping the lives and values
of the Native Americans of the Plains.
Similarly, we think of the Laplanders
and their reindeer, or even the New
England whaling villagers and the
whales.

In each case, without a particular

be entirely different. Because of
relations to that animal, whether by
shooting, herding, or sailing after it,
the society encourages attributes such
as toughness, bravery, gentleness, or
respect for nature.

Vedic culture centers on the cow. In
fact, without cows there can be no true
Vedic culture. Veda means “knowl-
edge”—in the highest sense, spiritual
knowledge. And as Srila Prabhupada
explains, cow protection and brahmi-
nical culture are “the two pillars of
spiritual advancement.” (Srimad-
Bhagavatam 1.17.20)

Now, it is easy for even an outsider
to understand why brahminical cul-
ure is considered indispensable for
spiritual advancement. After all,
brahmanas are the disseminators of
spiritual knowledge and the exemplary
maintainers of spiritual standards, just
like the priestly class in any society.

But what about cows? What do
cows have to do with spiritual ad-
vancement? And why cows? Why not
sheep or goats or horses?

In his purport to Lord Caitanya’s
statement above, Srila Prabhupada

THE LAND, THE COWS, AND KRSNA

e The Social Role of Cows

by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi

gives us the clue. “The words of Lord
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the greatest
authority, herein clearly indicate that
one becomes pious simply by keeping
cows and protecting them.” How can
that be? One reason is that cows are
emblems of the mode of goodness.

In Vedic teachings different
animals are associated with different
material qualities. For example,
monkeys, because of their extraordi-
nary sex drive, belong to the mode of
ignorance. Lions are said to be in the
mode of passion, and cows in the
mode of goodness. When humans ally
themselves with an animal in the
mode of goodness, they themselves

| gradually rise to goodness, which is

favorable to spiritual advancement.

In the opening quote of this article,
| Lord Caitanya was teasing an astrolo-
animal the culture of the people would |

ger who had determined that the
Lord, in His past life, had appeared as
an incarnation of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. To have
some fun with the astrologer, Lord
Caitanya ostensibly denied that He
was the Supreme Lord, saying that in
His past life He had been merely a
cowherd boy, and that only by His
pious activities had He now become a
brahmana.

Of course, we know that God is
never bound by any pious or appar-
ently impious acts. Being the ultimate
cause of all karmic reactions, He
Himself is transcendental to such
cause and effect. Nevertheless, even
in His joking words we find important
truthful instructions. Human beings

can become elevated by taking care of

cows (or degraded by slaughtering
them).

If we examine the specific qualities
of the brahmanas, persons in the
mode of goodness, we can begin to
see how those qualities are automati-
cally cultured in a society that relies
for its economic base on farming and
cow protection. In the Bhagavad-gita
(18.42), Krsna lists the qualities of the
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brahmanas: “Peacefulness, self-
control, austerity, purity, tolerance,
honesty, knowledge, wisdom, and
religiousness.” Let’s look at how a
person might develop these qualities
by protecting cows.

Brahminical Qualities
And Cow Protection

PEACEFULNESS

Almost universally, cows are seen
as an emblem of peace. Even the
word “bucolic,” referring to a peace-
ful pastoral scene, comes from the
Greek word boukolos, which means
“cowherd.” Unlike dogs and cats,

| cows are generally not inclined to

fight one another, even for food. They
are sociable and fond of one another
and affectionate to their caretakers.
Because cows are naturally peaceful,
cowherds tend to take on this quality.

Furthermore, one must have a
peaceful demeanor for milking cows
and training oxen. Cows and bulls are
sensitive to human moods. Cows will
not give milk if the milker acts upset.
Oxen will not learn commands if the
trainer is angry. The cowherd has to
cultivate peacefulness to get the job
done.

SELF-CONTROL

The most important aspect of self-
control for one desiring spiritual
advancement is control of the tongue.
Prabhupada writes, “Only the animal
killer [or eater] cannot relish the
transcendental message of the
Supreme Lord.” (S‘rmmd-Bf'trigfwanm?
1.3.24) When by caring for cows a

| person sees how friendly and loving
| they are, his compassionate nature is

aroused. He can easily give up eating
meat. not wanting to kill the animals
he loves and depends on.

Eating only food offered to Krsna
also promotes control of the tongue.
When the cowherd offers Krsna milk

| products from Krsna’s own cows, and
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When the cowherd offers Krsna milk products
from Krsna’s own cows, and grains
and vegetables from His own land, then takes
the remnants in the form of prasadam,
the cowherd’s brain becomes spiritually purified.

grains and vegetables from His own
land, and then takes the remnants in
the form of prasdadam, the cowherd’s
brain becomes spiritually purified, and
the words he speaks become sober and
happy in glorification of Krsna.
Training oxen is another important
aid to sense control. There'’s a New
England saying that you train the boy
by having him train a team of oxen.
There’s truth in that. In Sanskrit go
means “cow,” and it also means
“senses.” A trainer can see that when
the oxen (go) do whatever they feel
like, they’re useless. Once they’re
trained and controlled, they’'re useful
and happier. The trainer can see that
the oxen are proud and happy to work
with him when they can control their
senses. The comparison with his own
senses (go) is automatic. The trainer
sees that when he trains and controls
his own senses to serve Krsna, he too
will be happier and more productive.

AUSTERITY

In a society that truly practices cow
protection, the bull is fully used for
growing food and transporting it. As a
valuable member of society, the ox is
carefully maintained and protected
from slaughter. Economically, using
the ox as the means of transport rules
out the pileups of wealth that go with
trucking things around with coal, gaso-
line, and nuclear power. Each farmer
can farm only so much land with oxen,
much less even than with horses. So
the use of oxen regulates the scale of
production, which helps guarantee
that land and wealth are fairly distrib-
uted. There are no 1,000-acre agri-
businesses. And no heaps of wealth to
make it easy for people to become
entangled in sense gratification.

Because the work of caring for the
cows and the land is satisfying, arti-

ficial sources of pleasure are not
required. As spiritual life develops,
austerity and simple living become a
pleasure, not a burden. The tendency
will be to use any surplus or any natur-
al opulence for worshiping Krsna, not
for sense gratification.

PURITY

Cows can tolerate a wide range of
physical conditions. They thrive in the
cold Scandinavian countries, in the
hot, dry African plains, in the wet,
tropical jungles of Latin America. But
they cannot tolerate filth. They quick-
ly become diseased if not kept clean.
As the cowherd works to keep the
cows clean, he or she practices living a
clean way of life.

TOLERANCE

Probably no other animal is as tol-
erant as a cow. If by your daily care
and affection you convince the cow or
ox that you are its well-wisher, it won't
hold a grudge against you for repri-
manding it. It won't attack you. For
example, once, by my foolish negli-
gence, one of our milk cows got loose
from her stall, and when I walked into
the barn I found her eating from a
grain cart. [ knew she could die from
overeating if she didn’t stop. So |
yelled at her, but she didn’t stop. 1 hit
her on the back with a stick, but she
still kept eating. Finally, I had to hit
her in the face, which I hated to do,
especially since it was my fault she got
loose. But she stopped eating grain
and returned to her stall. In five
minutes she was mooing softly for me
to come and pet her. She wasn't at all
afraid of me, and she wasn’t angry at
me. [ knew a dog or cat or even a child
would never have such tolerance.

If a person can develop tolerance
for being corrected, it 1s a wonderful
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asset for advancing in spiritual life. Of
course, a spiritual master doesn’t beat
his disciple with a stick, but sometimes
a disciple’s ego gets hurt when his
actions or beliefs are shown mistaken.
The cowherd can learn tolerance from
the cows and oxen.

HONESTY

Cows are straightforward, and their
service demands straightforwardness.
It’s hard to cheat with them. Either
you give them good food, water, and
affection or you don’t. Either you are
punctual for milkings or you're not.
Either you keep them clean or you
don’t. When you make a mistake or
get lazy, you'll probably get a quick
reaction. You're too lazy to clean out
the water tank? Milk production will
drop because cows don’t want to drink
that nasty-tasting water. You forgot
about the six o’clock milking? You’ll
be kicking yourself tomorrow when
you have to take care of a cow suffer-
ing from mastitis. You'll probably
never forget again. Cow protection is a
practical way of learning to be honest
and conscientious.

KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM

Cultivation of spiritual knowledge
starts with a healthy brain. For this,
milk is essential. Prabhupada explains,
“The body can be maintained by any
kind of foodstuff, but cow’s milk is
particularly essential for developing
the finer tissues of the human brain so
that one can understand the intricacies
of transcendental knowledge.”
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.5.7)

Scientists support this view. They

say that vitamin B, is essential to

maintain healthy nerve cells. (The
brain is made up of nerve cells.) A
vitamin-B,, deficiency can take years
to manifest, but it is a deadly serious
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spiritual intelligence. Prabhupada

emphasizes this point:

For such important brain tissues we
require a sufficient quantity of milk
and milk preparations. Ultimately,
we need to protect the cow to
derive the highest benefit from this
important animal. The protection
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RELIGIOUSNESS

“Milk is liquid religiosity,
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and grains to offer to K Lord
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ional service.

n perform
dc\otlonal service by doing one’s
daily work as an offering to Krsna.
(Bg. 18.45,46) No need to be a great
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lar. No need to be a powerful

warrior, or even a h s talented
craftsman. If the cowherd faithfully
carries out the duties of caring for the
cows and bulls and producin dto
offer to Krsna, he or she will become
spiritually satisfied.

Besides that, just by seeing the cows
every day one can eas
Krsna and His cov sloka Vrnda-
vana, in the spiritual sky. That remem-
brance is the highest religiousness.

Through philosophy and scripture
alone a few intelligent people can be
motivated to undertake spiritual life.
For them to get started on the path
back to Godhead may be easy. But
most of us are not like that. For us

a has very kindly sent the cow and
Il to coach us in developing

qualities that will help us in Krsna

i, an ISKCON
“o-editor of the
fer Hme erna Rural Life.
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From: Internet: premarnava.hks@iskcon.com
To: armenia_list@hare_krishna_list.voicenet.com
Bee: Jayadvaita Swami (BTG)

Subject: Armenia

On April 18, 1995, at 3:00 P.M. (local time),
twenty or twenty-five unknown men stormed
into the ISKCON (Hare Krishna) temple in
Yerevan [the capital of Armenial].

At the time of the attack seventeen people were
present in the temple (eleven males, four
females, and three children). The thugs were
armed with automatic weapons, submachine
guns, guns, metal rods, and metal chains. They
arrived at the temple in three cars with no
registration plates.

The intruders immediately started to severely
beat all the people present, kicking them and
hitting them with metal rods. After a short time
the women and children were thrown out of the
house, but the male members continued to be
beaten. Amongst those singled out for a more
vicious assault were an invalid and a Russian
national.

As these assaults were taking place, other
members of this group were destroying the
temple. They desecrated and destroyed the altar,
the paraphernalia for worship, scriptures,
paintings, ete. All the windows and household
fixtures were also damaged.

The raid lasted about forty-five minutes, and
before the intruders left they stole everything
of value they could find. Three thousand US
dollars in cash was stolen, as were telephones,
a fax machine, a computer, a printer, a modem,
a video camera, two video recorders, food, a
small marble table, and even pots from the
kitchen. They robbed individuals’ passports,
wristwatches, and even whatever small change
they found in the pockets of their victims. They
also tried to steal a car outside the temple, but
failing to do so they siphoned the petrol from

it instead.
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A victim of the attack on the Yerevan temple, Dhanesvara
Dasa chants Hare Krsna on his beads while waiting for
help. A Russian national, he is the temple pujari (priest)
and a Food for Life cook.

The police were alerted several times by various
people, but although the police said that they
would come, no one arrived. In an effort to
appeal for help, one Hare Krishna member,
covered in blood, went to the police station, but
his petitions were ignored, except for one police-
man who commented that this happened because
the Hare Krishna members were deviating from
the national tradition.

Shortly after this incident a well-dressed man
walked into the temple and announced that the



on in Armenia!

Another victim, Amsu Dasa, director of Hare Krishna
Food for Life in Armenia, shows his fractured arm. He
also sustained head injuries, as did all the other male
devotees present during the attack.

attack had happened because the Hare Krishna
followers did not adhere to the national Church.
He then left in a Russian-made Volga car without
registration plates.

Most of the people beaten were severely injured
and had to receive hospital treatment. All of the
men sustained head injuries.

Please register a protest about the treatment of
the Hare Krishna followers in Armenia. We

suggest that you direct your protest to the
President of Armenia or to your local Arme-
nian embassy or consulate. We would be grate-
ful if you could also send a copy of any protest
to ISKCON Communications Europe, 6 Quarry,
Helens Bay, County Down BT19 1TY, Northern
Ireland. Phone/fax: +44 247 852 7986.

Mr. Levon Ter-Pertosian
President of Armenia
Fax: +7 (8852) 521581.

His Excellency Rouben Shugarian
Armenian Embassy

122-C 57 8t. NW.

Washington, DC, USA

Fax: (202) 628-5769

If you are an American, you may also send a,
request for action to the President and your
congressional representatives.

Some E-mail addresses:
president@whitehouse.gov
vice.president@whitehouse.gov
georgiaB@hr.house.gov (Newt Gingrich, Speaker
of the House)

For further information and updates

on this campaign please contact

ISKCON Communications Europe (address
above) or premarnava.hks@com.bbt.se.

Report from ISKCON
Communications Europe

INTRODUCTION

he case of the Hare Krsna devotees in Armenia has

been taken up by Amnesty International. A report
on the events recounted here has been prepared by the
U.S. embassy in Yerevan and included in the U.S.
Department of State’s 1995 Human Rights Report on
Armenia. The Swedish Foreign Office included this case
in their 1995 report. The case has also been reported to
the Office for International Human Rights of the CSCE.
A letter-writing campaign directed at the President of
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In 1985 and 1986
the KGB
orchestrated two
court cases
against members
of the Society. As
a result, eleven
Hare Krsnas were
imprisoned
in state prisons,
labor camps,
and psychiatric
hospitals.

Armenia was begun in September of
last year, and demonstrations have
taken place at various Armenian
embassies around the world.

PERSECUTION UNDER
THE SOVIET UNION

he International Society for

Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON, or the Hare Krsna move-
‘ment) was introduced to Armenia in
1981. Within a few years some thirty
to forty followers formed an associa-
tion to practice their religion in Yere-
van, the capital of Armenia.

During the Soviet regime in
Armenia, members of ISKCON lived
under the constant supervision of the
KGB, in hiding, on the run, and later
in prisons and mental institutions,

In 1985 and 1986 the KGB orches-
trated two court cases against mem-

bers of the Society. As a result, eleven |

Hare Krsnas were imprisoned in state
prisons, labor camps, and psychiatric
hospitals. Among them were Karen
Saakian, Armen Saakian, Suren
Karapetian, Sarkis Ogandzhanian,
Gagik Buniatian, Agvan Arytyunian,
Armine Hrtian, Ara Akopian, and
Armen Sarkisian.

One of those imprisoned, Sarkis
Ogandzhanian (23 years of age),
died on December 27, 1987, from
tuberculosis and malnutrition in labor
camp YU-25/B, situated in the
Orenburg Territory of the Russian
Republic. He had entered the camp as
a perfectly healthy young man and
was due to have been released in
January 1988.

Another member, Martik Zhamko-
chian (25 years of age). died in a
psychiatric hospital in the Sovetashen
District of Yerevan in July 1986. In
the psychiatric hospital he was force-
fed raw eggs. which were adminis-
tered through a tube, and was injected
with large doses of psycho-pharmaco-
logical drugs. After several days of
such “treatment” he died.

In 1985, in Sweden, the Committee
to Free Soviet Hare Krishnas was
formed. The Committee publicized
the violations against civil, religious,
and human rights surrounding the
persecution of the Soviet Hare
Krsnas. Many human-rights organiza-
tions, such as Amnesty International,
Helsinki Watch, International Hel-
sinki Federation for Human Rights,
and The Committee for Human
Rights in Eastern Europe, took part
in the campaign to free the Soviet
Hare Krsna devotees. Because of
the efforts of the Committee and
worldwide support for the campaign,
in 1987 and 1988 most of the impris-
oned Hare Krsna members were
released.

HOPES FOR FREEDOM

I n 1989-90 the proposed transition
to a more democratic society
promised hope for religious freedom.
In 1990, for the first time, ISKCON
was officially registered as a religion
in Armenia. There are now about
250 ISKCON members in Armenia,
and ISKCON maintains congrega-
tions in the towns of Kapan,
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Gyumri, Ashtarak, Eghnadzor, and
Kirovakan.

SocCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS

Even before the official registra-
tion, ISKCON had started
various religious and humanitarian
programs, including Hare Krishna
Food for Life, a food distribution
program for the needy. In December
1988, three days after a devastating
earthquake in Leninakan (now
Gyumri), thirty Hare Krsna members
from Russia and Armenia went to
Leninakan and started free food
distribution. The money for the
program was collected internation-
ally. For about five months the
devotees distributed a thousand free



meals daily to victims of the earth-
quake.

Unfortunately, the promise of reli-
gious tolerance was short-lived.
Despite attempts by ISKCON
members to make a positive social
contribution and to live in peaceful
coexistence with other religious
communities, our members in
Armenia have noted an increase in
animosity towards them that seemed
to parallel an increase of nationalism
and a revival of orthodox Armenian
religion. ISKCON’s charitable
activities have recently been prohib-
ited by a direct order from Mr.
Khachik Stamboltsian, chairman of
the Supreme Council Commission on
Refugees and Emergencies.

In spite of the restrictions on

ISKCON’s food distribution pro-
gram, ISKCON members continue to
distribute 1,000 free meals each day in
Armenia, especially in hospitals and
among refugees.

RECENT ABUSES

Here we chronicle the more
recent systematic harassment of
Hare Krsna members—by police,
local government officials, and priests

of the majority Armenian Apostolic
Church.

On July 10, 1992, the Hare Krsna
temple in Yerevan was attacked by
arsonists. Temple members managed
to extinguish the fire, which damaged
the temple building and two cars

Two members
of the Yerevan
temple in their
ransacked
bedroom.

owned by ISKCON. ISKCON
appealed to local police and to the
Commission for Human Rights of the
Supreme Council of Armenia, but
the complaint was ignored.

In June 1993, a few members of the
Society went to the Republic of
Ngorno Karabakh to open a food
distribution center for local people.
On June 12, Mr. L. Gulian, head of
the Department of Refugees and
Humanitarian Aid, promised to pro-
vide ISKCON with places from which
to distribute food in Stepanakert
city and other settlements in the
R.N.K. In Stepanakert ISKCON was
granted permission to distribute free
food on the premises of a former
restaurant.
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July 4, 1994:
The priests and
their supporters

ripped the
clothing off the
women, twisted
their arms, tore
their religious
beads off their
necks, and threw
these articles into
the bonfire.

Within a month after the program
started, a group of armed men broke
in and demanded, on behalf of the
government, that our members leave

the country within twenty-four hours.

[SKCON’s members appealed to
state minister Zirair Pogosian, who
refused to help and actually declared
support for the demands of the
intruders.

On September 23, 1993, Mikhael
Unjugulian, a Krsna devotee, was
severely beaten before inhabitants of
his village of origin, Oshakan. His
assailant was a Father Gevork, a
priest from the local Armenian
Orthodox Church. The victim made
an appeal for justice to the police in
the Ashtrak region. His complaint
was ignored. The incident can be
verified by many inhabitants of the
village.

In April 1994, thirty tons of religious

books were dispatched from ISKCON
in Moscow for the temple in Yerevan.
The books were seized by the Cus-
toms in the city of Masis before they
reached Yerevan. At first the Council
for Religious Affairs instructed the
Customs station not to release the
books but later claimed to have
written to ask their release. It should
be noted that religious books do not
require Customs clearance for import
into Armenia.

After various attempts to get back
the confiscated books, ISKCON
members heard from reliable political
sources that the books had been

- burned. Further information sug-

gested that the order to burn them
had come from the head of the
Armenian KGB, David Shahnazarian.
They were reportedly mixed with
liquid fuel and burned in the ovens of
the Yerevan thermal power plant.
Informants say this was done in
response to the international cam-
paign against persecution of Hare
Krsna members in Armenia.

On March 16, 1995, a committee
made up of the head of Customs, the
head of the Masis railway station, the
head of the station police, the
president of ISKCON in Armenia,
and a representative of the US
Embassy unlocked the container of
books. The container was empty.

ISKCON in Armenia has lodged
an official complaint but has been
advised that pursuing the case
seriously may be unwise.

On April 18, 1994, Hare Krsna
member Artur Khachatrian was
attacked by a group of fifteen mem-
bers of the Armenian Army in an
Officer’s Club in Yerevan. He was
severely beaten and had to be
hospitalized. The religious books he
carried with him were burned. The
case was reported to the police station
in the Spandarian district of Yerevan.
The appointed police investigator,
Captain Asatrian, decided not to
question or arrest the offenders,
although their names are known to
the police.

On July 4, 1994, two female members
of the Hare Krsna Society in Yerevan,
Anaite Arzumanian and Mariana
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Dorunz, traveled to the neighboring
town of Sisyan to distribute religious
literature and minister to local
sympathizers. They were intercepted
on route by two priests of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church—Father
Narek from Sisyan and Father Zenob,
an American priest of the Avat
Mission (a branch of the Armenian
Apostolic Church). Supported by
soldiers of the Armenian army, the
priests confiscated more than 150
books and proceeded to light a bon-
fire with them, an act that attracted
much local attention. The priests and
their supporters then ripped the
clothing off the women, twisted their
arms, tore their religious beads off
their necks, and threw these articles
into the bonfire. Many local people
witnessed the scene. The incident was
reported to Mr. Robert Patterson of
the American embassy in Armenia,
and to the special correspondent of
Espress-chronika in Armenia, Michail
Dabasian.

Krsna devotees appealed for jus-
tice in these cases to the Armenian
Prosecutor and the Committee for
Human Rights at the Armenian

| Supreme Soviet. The only response

came from an investigator, Mr
Kroian, who merely threatened to
investigate all Hare Krsna activities
in Armenia.

On July 26, 1994, another ISKCON
member, Karo Mkrtchian, was
seriously beaten and threatened with
murder by six members of the
Dashnaktzusyun Party (a nationalist
political party). Again the religious
books and paraphernalia he carried
were confiscated. He was also told
that if seen again in the city after
twenty-four hours he would be killed
on the spot.

On July 31, 1994, in the town of
Goris, local state cable television
broadcast a live phone-in interview
with the Patriarch of the South
Armenian region, Bishop Abraham.
In response to a question, the bishop
said that ISKCON is doing the work
of Satan and that the books sold by

| ISKCON pose a social danger,

diverting people from the path of
God. He said he had formed a
committee in the local Cultural House



for Youth to collect from people all
the ISKCON books in exchange for
free Bibles (this facility was also
announced on local radio). He
promised to publicly burn the
collected literature.

On August 28, ten armed thugs
stormed the Hare Krsna Temple in
Yerevan. They vandalized the place of
worship, desecrated the altar, and
severely assaulted the temple presi-
dent, Ivan Dallakian. The attack
lasted more than twenty minutes.
During the attack ISKCON members
contacted the police, who sent a
patrol to the scene. The police car
stayed only long enough for the police
officer to declare, “We are not going
to protect people like you.” After the
incident, Ivan Dallakian himself

| called the police and asked for protec-

tion. He gave the police the names
and addresses of the people who
attacked the temple, but again there
was no response.

On the morning of August 31, the
same attackers phoned and warned
that they would come again at 7:00
P. M. Temple members called the
police at 5:00 P. M. and requested
protection. A police patrol arrived
after a short time and stayed only
fifteen minutes, explaining they had
no time to wait.

At the appointed time four people
arrived at the temple. They started to
abuse the temple residents and
threatened violence. Before long a
scuffle ensued, and suddenly, after just
a few moments, a fleet of fourteen

police cars appeared on the scene.
The policemen surrounded the temple
and arrested all the residents. Seven-
teen Hare Krsna members were taken
into custody. In the police station the
prisoners were abused and beaten.

Sixteen of those arrested were later
freed from the state prison. They were
nonetheless forced to stay under
house arrest during a supposed
investigation. After two months the
charges were dropped.

As a result of the attack on the
temple, one Hare Krsna member,
Boris Agagabian, was hospitalized
with head injuries and a severely
damaged nose. Another, Mkrtchian
Karo, has suffered severe head
injuries, inflicted by a metal bar.
Others also had to receive hospital
treatment.

May 1, 1995

religious groups, especially

Opver the past ten days some

ing to my impressions and
informal information I have

collected, a paramilitary
group did this.

“A Paramilitary Group Did This”

Statement by Marina Kutzian, senior lecturer,
department of sociology, Yerevan University, Armenia.

On September 3, a member
named Grigorian Kamo
was arrested by the local
police and taken into
custody. During the night
he was badly beaten in

his cell by the same
policemen who had beaten
the others on August 31.
On September 6, Grigorian
Kamo was transferred to

a psychiatric prison
hospital. He has since been
released.

the Hare Krishna temple,
were attacked. I want to
underline that in all these
cases ones finds the same
handwriting. One or two cars
with people in military uni-
form—at least some of them
in that kind of clothing—
drive up to a place and attack
people. No reaction from the
police.

In the case of Hare Krish-
na, the victims had bloody
wounds, the temple was
destroyed, and all their pos-
sessions were stolen. Accord-

This paramilitary group
was organized in Armenia
before our national Army
was established. But after
that, the group was not dis-
banded or included in the
regular Army. So, on the one
hand the group is not official,
but on the other hand it is
well known that they are
supervised by government
officials. I have the very
strong impression that the
group is now used by these
officials against their ideologi-
cal opponents.

MEDIA INCITEMENT

mass-media cam-
paign was orches-

trated against ISKCON in
the last six months of 1994,
The reportage was sensa-
tionalistic and sectarian.
When Ara Akopian (an
ISKCON member) recently
asked Voskan Maminonian,
a correspondent from the
newspaper Erkir, why he
published blatant lies about
ISKCON, Mr. Maminonian
replied, “When a war is
being fought against a
political enemy, all means
are to be used, both honest
and dishonest.” P
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Always
Remain
Srila
Prabhupada’s
Dog

“Srila Prabhupada could say
just the right thing
in the right way to deeply touch
the heart of the listener.”

by Giriraja Swami

used to walk on Juhu Beach. One morning I had been

feeling especially wretched and miserable. Although so
many other devotees were present, Prabhupada began to speak
as if addressing me personally.

He quoted a Sanskrit verse and spoke about two words—
andatha and sandatha. Natha means “master,” so a-natha means
“without a master” and sa-natha means “with a master.” The
whole goal of life is to become sandatha, “with a master.”

In the morning on Juhu Beach many gentlemen used to walk
their dogs. Srila Prabhupada pointed to a fat and fit gentleman
walking with an equally fat and fit dog. The man was walking
briskly and confidently with his dog on a leash, and the dog was
walking equally briskly and confidently with his master by his
side. Srila Prabhupada commented that every dog wants a good
master. If the dog has a good master, the dog is happy. He holds
his head high; he wags his tail. He knows that his master will
maintain and protect him, so he has no anxiety.

But the street dog—"The poor fellow has no master. There-
fore he is always suffering.” Srila Prabhupada then pointed to
some stray dogs. “They have no master. They do not know
where they will sleep, how they will get food. Other dogs bark
at them; children throw stones at them. They are always in
anxiety.”

Prabhupada stopped walking. He planted his cane firmly in
the sand of Juhu Beach. Although I stood behind many of the

l j VERY MORNING when Prabhupada was in Bombay he
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Giriraja Swami walks with
Srila Prabhupada on Jihu
Beach in Bombay.

devotees, who moved close around him, with his eyes laden
with love and compassion he looked into my eyes. “So we
should be sanaiha, protected, not anatha, orphan. We should
have our master and be exclusively devoted to him. Then we
will feel confident in his protection and always be happy.”

Quoting the verse again, Srila Prabhupada explained each
Sanskrit word. Mano-ratha: the chariot of the mind. Mental
concoction is driving us here, there, here, there. We have no
peace. But when we have our perfect master to serve, we
become peaceful (prasanta) and jubilant: “I have got my mas-
ter. I have no cares or anxiety.” This is the ideal of life, to
become sanatha-jivitam, living with hope: “I have got my
master who will give me protection.”

I knew that Srila Prabhupada was speaking directly to me,
addressing my present need in Krsna consciousness. Without
my even asking or saying anything, he knew my heart and gave
the perfect solution through his instructions.

Thereafter, I always tried to remember and follow these

instructions of Srila Prabhupada’s.
_ Although I'had caught some of the words from the verse and
Srila Prabhupada’s explanation, I very much wanted to find the
verse but could not. Then several years later [ came across the
same verse quoted in Sri Caitan va-caritamrta (Madhya-lila
1.206):

bhavantam evanucaran nirantarah
prasanta-nihSesa-mano-rathantarah

kadaham aikantika-nitya-kinkarah
praharsayisyami sandatha-jivitam

“By serving You constantly one is freed from all material
desires and is completely pacified. When shall I engage as Your
permanent eternal servant and always feel joyful to have such
a fitting master?”

Reading the purport, I found the same instructions Srila
Prabhupada had given on Juhu Beach: “Just asa dog or servant
is very satisfied to get a competent, perfect master, or as a child
is completely satisfied to possess a competent father, so the
living entity is satisfied by completely engaging in the service of
the Supreme Lord. He thereby knows that he has a competent
master to save him from all kinds of danger.”

I realized that Srila Prabhupada is so perfect that he always
spoke on the basis of scripture. And because of his tremendous
compassion and humanity, he could say just the right thing in
the right way to deeply touch the heart of the listener.

Now whenever I walk on Juhu Beach and see the different
types of dogs—those with masters and those without—I re-
member Srila Prabhupada’s instructions and pray that I will
always remain Srila Prabhupada’s dog. €

Giriraja Swami is a member of the Governing Body Commis-
sion (GBC) of ISKCON, and teaches Krsna consciousness in
India, Africa, and other parts of the world.
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CALENDAR CLOS

Janmastami
Appearance Day of Lord Krsna: August 18

anmastami is the most important day of the year for devotees of Lord

Krsna. Five thousand years ago Krsna appeared as the eighth son of
Vasudeva and his wife Devaki. Janmastami is so named because Lord
Krsna’s birth (janma) occurred on the eighth day (astami) of the waning
moon during the month of Hrsikesa (August—-September).

The Srimad-Bhagavatam tells the history of the Lord’s advent:

At the time of the marriage of Vasudeva and Devaki, a voice from the
sky foretold that the couple’s eighth son would kill King Kamsa, Devaki’s
evil brother. Kamsa therefore imprisoned Vasudeva and Devaki and
placed guards to watch over them closely.

By His own potency, Lord Krsna appeared within the prison cell as
the son of Vasudeva. He made the guards fall asleep and the prison doors
spring open. Vasudeva, to protect his son, carried baby Krsna across the
Yamuna River to Vrndavana, a village of cowherds. Vasudeva turned
Krsna over to the protection of his dear friend Nanda Maharaja, the
leader of the village.

Nanda Maharaja celebrated Krsna’s birth with great pomp and
splendor. Following custom. he gave generously to the brahmanas—gold
ornaments, hills of grain, and thousands of cows. The brahmanas chanted
Vedic mantras to invoke good fortune for the newborn child. Cowherd
men and women bearing gifts came from all over Vrndavana to join the
wonderful celebration. Men, women, and children danced and chanted in
ecstasy, and joyous sounds could be heard throughout the village.

Today, in temples throughout the world devotees of Lord Krsna
celebrate Janmastami with great splendor. The festivities include chant-
ing, dancing, processions, the bathing of Lord Krsna, and dances and
dramas depicting the pastimes of the Lord. At midnight. after fasting all
day. devotees worship Lord Krsna and then enjoy a sumptuous feast
prepared and offered to the Lord with love and devotion.

—Research by Raghunandini Dasi,
Girls’ Vaisnava Academy, Alachua, Florida

(Full calendar, page 63)
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The fountainhead of all transcendental writing . . .

The works of His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Prabhupada |

Mac and Windows

Imagine having all of Prabhupada’s
recorded words at your fingertips
within moments! Now for the first
time you can use Folio in both
Macintosh and Windows platforms.
Featuring cur—nnd’p"lstc, diacritics,

and query templates for easy
searches. All this for only $594.95.
Abridged version, $249.95.

(Call for details.)

Bhagavad-gita As It Is
Deluxe Edition

by His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

T -AavAvOVHE

The Gita is the essence of India’s Vedic

wisdom and one of the grear spiritual
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and philosophical classics of the world.

This deluxe edition has a larger
format than the standard edition, more
color plates, and an expanded index.
1,045 pages, hardbound, $24.95. Vinyl
pocker, $9.95.

Srimad-Bhagavatam
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

This hardbound 18-volume set is your encyclopedia to the spiritual
world. $399.95. Also available in rack-size hardbound volumes for
$107.95 per set. (We carry all of Srila Prabhupada’s books and all
Archives compilations. Call for details.)

CALL TO ORDER 1-800-800-3BTG
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The Complete Teachings
- of

His Divine Qrace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta
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New Radha-Krsna Poster

Paintings of Lord Krsna by Puskara Dasa
have appeared in Back ro Godhead for years.
Now posters are available for your home,
office, or friends. You'll love the dazzling
colors on 18 X 24 textured paper. $7.95,

2 for $14.95.
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THE HARE KRSNA CATALOG

more inside
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Music B(S“EN)K The Hare Krishna Music Book
mﬁ: Compiled and arranged by Joan Wilder

Here's the perfect guide for singing the Lord’s
glories in your home, temple, or yoga club. This
lavishly produced book includes words and sheet
music for 26 popular bhajanas and all the Hare
Krsna temple arari songs. It also includes 32
melodies for the maha-mantra. $31.95.

A Transcendental Diary
Volume 3: June 1976—-August 1976
by Hari Sauri Dasa

Hari Sauri Dasa captures Srila
Prabhupada’s most intimate moments
as only a personal servant can. His
detailed account gives you an insider’s
look into the life of a pure devoree.

Travel with Srila Prabhupada to New
Vrindaban, Washington, D. C., New
York, London, and Paris. This is
another exiting volume in the collec-
tion you won't want to miss. 582
pages. Hardbound, $29.95; softbound,
$19.95. Volume 2 is also available.

BTG T-Shirt

Srila Prabhupada once wrote, “Back to Godhead
was the beginning of my spiritual life.” Now you
can share the transcendental glory of 50 years of
Back to Godhead magazine. This 100% cotton T-
shirt can be your commemorative souvenir for
only $9.95. We have only size XL left. Gert yours

while supplies last.

Carana Kamal

by Vaiyasaki Dasa Gour Dham Incense Padayﬁtr:‘i Video

Vaiyasaki does it Set the perfect mood for every This video puts you in the middle
again! With his occasion with our high-quality of all the excitement. Go on
bhajanaband, playing incense from India. Whether Padayatra (“walking festival”)
classical Indian for worship, relaxation, or through cities around the world
instruments, he meditation, this is your best without ever leaving your home.
brings the sounds of buy in exoric fragrances. More Share the magic as this compre-
the spiritual sky to than 20 captivating aromas to hensive travelogue takes you from
you. These devo- choose from. 50 sticks/pack. India to Siberia, from Nicaragua to
tional songs help One pack, $1.25. Five to New York. 80 minutes, $24.95.
soothe all anxieties. YASAKI 1'}\% nineteen, $.95 cach. Twenty Buy this and 3 more [TV videos
$7.95. g S or more, $.75 each. and get one FREE!

CALL TO ORDER 1-800-800-3BTG
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Alien Identities

by Richard Thompson
(Sadapata Dasa)

There is more to the UFO
controversy than meets the
eye. Dr. Thompson reveals
startling parallels between
modern UFO accounts and
descriptions in the ancient

Sanskrit writings of India.

Softhound, 492 pages, $19.95.

Children’s Krsna Book Tapes
Narrated by Amala Bhakta Dasa

Help your child become absorbed in Krsna's
pastimes. This 8-tape package of readings from the
children’s Krsna book, by Parvati Devi Dasi, is sure

to delight children with its sound effects, voice
characterizations, and lively music. The tapes are
attractively packaged in a protective case. $31.95.

Memories of
Grila Prabhupida

Pan 7

_ Memories of
Srila Prabhupada

Great Vegetarian Dishes

by Kurma Dasa

For the gourmet vegetarian, Kiirma's
cookbook can't be beat. Renowned through-
out his Australian homeland as a master chef,
Kurma has put together a useful cookbook
that combines wit and mouth-watering
recipes—more than 240 recipes from around
the world. $17.95.

Also available: an 11-part “Cooking with
Kurma" video series that was broadcast on
television throughout the U.S., England, and

the Middle East. Each tape, $24.95.

GiCBREN'S
KCHS.NA BOOK

U e i
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Memories of Srila Prabhupada
Videos: Volumes 7 and 8

See Srila Prabhupada through the eyes of his
disciples Citsukhananda Dasa, Gauridasa
Pandita Dasa, Kesava Dasa, Malari Dasi,
Pusta Krsna Dasa, Revatinandana Dasa,
Yadubara Dasa, and Yamuna Devi.

$19.95 each. Volumes 1-6 also available.

Dasavatara (CD and cassette)
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada

Listen to Srila Prabhupada play and sing
the sublime melodies of Dasavatara-stotra
(“Prayers to the Ten Incarnations”)

and Amara Jivana. The CD booklet
includes the lyrics and the transcripts of
Prabhupada’s purports to the songs. 55
minutes. CD, $14.95; tape, $4.95. Buy
the full set of 9 Prabhupada CDs for
$107.95; 9 tapes, $26.95.

Devotional
Greeting Cards

These handsomely designed cards
will delight your friends and
relatives. Classical scenes of Krsna's
pastimes, rendered in traditional
Indian style, are perfect for every
occasion. $2.50 each, or 12 for

h $19.95.
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Order today in 3 easy steps:

o Please fill out completely (even if you're phoning—so you have all information handy)

SOLD TO: SHIP TO:

Name . Name

Address Address

City State Zip City State Zip
Phone ( ) = Phone ( ) e

9 Here’s what I’d like to order:

(@D ITEM PRICE TOTAL
. Folio: [ Mac [ Windows 551;?95 3,\3’2;({!)!%
Bhagavad-gita As [t Is (deluxe) $24.95
m Bhagavad-gita As It Is (pocket, vinyl) $9.95
Radha-Krsna Poster $‘?“;{5 j,ii}o%
Srimad-Bhagavatam (deluxe set) $399.95
w Srimad-Bhagavatam (small set) $107.95
m The Hare Krishna Music Book $31.95
; Gour Dham Incense ; LL;’A?% :E;)‘% $3'Q?+-3
w Carana Kamal $7.95
HARD SOFT
A Transcendental Diary (Vol. 2) $29.95 $19.95 | P8
Z =i : : == = us at 1-800-800-3284 10
> A Transcendental Diary (Vol. 3) $29.95 $19.95 Local calls: 1-910-871-2620
O Padayatra Video $24.95
> Children’s Krsna Book Tapes $31.95
s us at 1-910-871-3641
; Alien Identities $19.95
H Great Vegetarian Dishes (book) $17.95 MAIL
Draet .'r\rl' 1r '..‘;,. 21 < “2 '(’ .
o SlEeEeR A Dlt!_]‘b {video) b to: The Hare Krsna Catalog
Cn CASBETTE -
Q Dasavatara $14.95 $4.95 P Q. Box 255 )
S = EACH 12 FOR Sandy Ridge, NC 27046
Devotional Greeting Cards $2.50 $19.95
Memories of Srila Prabhupada (27 & 8) ﬂw]lt)(gi SHIPPING / HANDLING:
SUBTOTAL Mainland USA: Add 10% of
% 5 S rder value (add $4 minimum).
SHIPPING | HANDLINC s
o Payment method: g Tf\)é UPS won't deliver to P. O. box.
North Carolina Puerto Rico & Hawaii:
[] Check enclosed X Sl Priority Air add 33% ($7
(payable to The Hare Krsna Catalog) TOTAL AMOUNT minimum).
[ Please charge to my Canada, Mexico: Add 20% of
O VISA O MasterCard order value ($5 minimum).

O Discover O American Express Foreign: Surface mail add 30%

of total (3-6 weeks).

Name on card : :
Air mail add 80% of total.

Signature

Card #

Ehinon CALL TO ORDER 1-800-800-3284




SERIOUS (continued from page 0)
continues to grow. Butil the child comes
outdead, the body doesnot grow. There-
fore it is to be understood that due to
the presence of the spirit soul the body
grows, or changes from one form to
another. Learned scholars have con-
cluded that the change of body is taking
place every moment. But the soul is
there from the beginning of the life, and
when the body no longer persists, the
soul changes to another body. That is
called transmigration of the soul.

Transmigration is a fact, but modern

civilization does not deal with the sub-
ject. People are under the wrong im-
pression that the body is the self. [ have
talked with many scholars, and they are
under the same impression that with
the end of the body everything is fin-
ished. But the fact is different. We can
remember our childhood body. We can
remember our boyhood body. Although
those bodies are not present, I, the spirit
soul, the occupier of the body or the
proprietor of the body—I am present.

Transmigration of the soulis the most
important factor for human society to
understand. Unfortunately there is no
university, nodepartment of knowledge,

tounderstand thisimportant factor. That |

lacking is very risky.

The soul is transmigrating from one
body toanother, and there are 8,400,000
species of life. After leaving this body
we may accept any one of those species.
We do not know which one. That will
depend on our action at the present
moment. Practically we are preparing
our future body. According to our work
and mentality, we get a particular body.
Therefore we should be very cautious.
Anyintelligent man can understand that
the future life is prepared at present.
Just as a boy goes to school and college
to prepare his future life, the human
form of life is a preparation ground for
our future life.

According to Bhagavad-gita we can
transfer to other planets also. That is
explained in our book Easy Journey to
Other Planets. Man is now trying to go
to the moon planet. But we get infor-
mation from the Vedic literature that
we cannot transfer ourself by mechani-
cal arrangement to the moon. That is a
futile attempt. Every planet has a dif-
ferent atmosphere. So to enter into a
particular planet, we have to prepare
ourself. Evenif we go to a foreign coun-

try, we have to prepare by getting a visa
and a passport. If on this planet we are
so restricted, how foolishly we are to
attempt to go to another planet without
being prepared for entering that planet.

A sane man, an intelligent man, does
not wish to enter any of the material

planets, because wherever we go in the
material world the four miserable con-
ditions of existence are there: birth,
death, old age, and disease. From the
Bhagavad-gitawe understand thateven
if we enter Brahmaloka, the highest
planetary system of the universe, these

CALENDAR CLOSE-UP

Gopala Bhatta Gosvami

Disappearance Day: July 16

n the year 1510, while Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu was on tour of

South India, the family of Vyenkata Bhatta had the great fortune of
hosting the Lord during the four months of the rainy secason. Gopala,
Vyenkata Bhatta’s seven-year-old son, served Lord Caitanya continu-
ously and developed an intense love for Him.

When Lord Caitanya was about to leave, Vyenkata Bhatta fainted
and Gopala Bhatta’s eyes filled with tears of love. For Gopala Bhatta’s
sake Lord Caitanya agreed to stay a few more days.

During this time Gopala Bhatta had a spiritual vision in which Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu revealed Himself as Lord Krsna, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, and said that Gopala would someday meetin Vrnda-
vana two jewellike devotees—Riipa Gosvami and Sanatana Gosvami,
leaders in Lord Caitanya’s movement.

When Gopala Bhatta awoke from trance, he wanted to leave for
Vrndavana at once. Lord Caitanya told him to stay and serve his parents.

Gopala Bhatta then studied rhetoric, poetry, Vedanta, and Sanskrit
grammar from his uncle Prabodhananda Sarasvati, a great devotee of
Lord Caitanya.

After the passing of his parents, Gopala Bhatta traveled to Vindavana,
where he was lovingly met by Rupa Gosvami and Sanatana Gosvami.
When Lord Caitanya heard that Gopala Bhatta wasin Vrndavana, He was
extremely pleased. The Lord sent some of His personal belongings to
Gopala Bhatta, who worshiped them. The Lord also sent a letter instruct-
ing Gopala Bhatta to help Ripa and Sanatana compile transcendental
literature. Gopala Bhatta accepted this instruction as his life and soul, and
later told his disciple Srinivasa Acarya to carry the writings to Bengal.

Once, on a trip to the Gandaki River, in Nepal, Gopala Bhatta ob-
tained twelve salagrama-silas.(A silais a special Deity of the Lord in the
form of a stone.) The Silas entered his waterpot as he filled it with water
from the river. When he tried to return them to the river and refill his pot,
they again entered the pot. Accepting this as the Lord’s mercy, Gopila
Bhatta decided to bring the silas back to Vrndavana.

One day Gopala Bhatta felt the need to worship a Deity of Krsna in
His humanlike form. The next morning he saw that one of his silas had
transformed into a beautiful Deity of Lord Krsna. Gopala Bhatta named
the Deity Radha-Ramana, “Krsna, who brings pleasure to Radharani.”
He established the worship of Radha-Ramana, and the Radha-Ramana
temple is still one of the main places of pilgrimage in Vrndavana.

Gopala Bhatta is one of the renowned six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.
—Research by Sarasvati Dasi, Girls’ Vaisnava Academy, Alachua, Florida

(Full calendar, page 63)
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We have the chance to know about God,
provided we read the right literature under the
right direction. And simply by understanding the nature
of God, or Krsna, one becomes liberated.

four principles are there.

We learn from Bhagavad-gita that
one day in Brahmaloka is millions of
years of our calculation. The scientists
say it would take forty thousand years
to go there. Who is going to travel for
forty thousand years? But from the
Vedic literature we can understand that
we can enter any planet, provided we
prepare for that purpose. The exact
words in the Bhagavad-gita are:

yanti deva-vrata devan

pitfn yanti pitr-vratah
bhatani yanti bhiitejya

yvanti mad-yajino “pi mam

If anyone prepares to enter into the
higher planetary systems, inhabited by
demigods, he can go there. Similarly, we
can go to Pitrloka, the planet of the
forefathers, or we canstay on this planet.
And at last, if we desire we can enter
into the planet of the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead. So it is all a matter of
preparation.

But we must consider that any plan-
etary system within the material uni-
verse is temporary. Even though the
duration of higher planetary systems
is very, very long, they will be annihi-
lated, just as our body will be annihi-
lated. There are different types of body.
A human body may exist for a hundred
years, but an insect’s body may exist for
twelve hours. So different bodies exist
a relatively long or short duration, but
they will be annihilated. But whoever
enters Vaikunthaloka, the spiritual
planets, gets eternal blissful life full of
knowledge.

A human being, if he tries, can attain
that perfection. It is very simple. In the
Bhagavad-gita the Lord says:

janma karma me divyam
evam yo vetti tattvatah

tyaktva deham punar janma
naiti mam eti so ‘arjuna

“One who knows the transcendental
nature of My appearance and activities
does not, upon leaving the body, take
his birth again in this material world,
but attains My eternal abode, O Ar-
juna.” People say, “God is great.” But if
we want to know how God is great, that

| can be known from authorized scrip-

tures. In the Bhagavad-gita God Him-
self describes Himself. So we can know
from Him. He says, “My appearance, or
My taking birth justlike a human being,
is transcendental.” God’s body is not
exactly like the human body, but God is
so kind that He comes before us as an
ordinary human being. Unfortunately,

one who does not know about Krsna, or |

God. thinks that He is like one of us.
That point is stated in the Bhagavad-
gita. Avajananti marm midhah: “Those
who are miidhas, rascals, think of Me as

| one of the human beings.” Actually

Krsna is not a human being.

We have the chance to know about
God, provided we read the right litera-
ture under the right direction. And sim-
ply by understanding the nature of God,
or Krsna, one becomes liberated. That
is stated in the Bhagavad-gita.

With our humanintelligence we can-
notcompletely understand the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. But with the
help of Bhagavad-gita, the statements
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
and the spiritual master, we can know
God to the best of our capacity. And if
we know Him, then immediately after
leaving our present body we enter into
the kingdom of God.

The Krsna consciousness movement
is meant to propagate this higher scien-
tific idea to the people in general. And
the process is very simple. Simply by
chanting the holy name of God—Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare—one cleanses the
dirty things in the heart and can under-
stand that he is part and parcel of the
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Supreme Lord and that his duty is to
serve Him. And the process is also very
pleasant. We chant the Hare Krsna
mantra, dance rhythmically, and eat nice
prasadam, food offered to Krsna. We
enjoy this life and prepare to enter the
kingdom of God for the next life.

These discussions are not made-up
stories. They are all facts, although to
the layman they may appear like sto-
ries. But if one is serious, then Krsna,
or God, from within helps one under-
stand. And the spiritual master also
helps. The spiritual master is called the
external manifestation of God. God is
situated in everyone’s heart as Param-
atma, Supersoul. And the spiritual
master helps those who are very serious
about understanding the Supreme Per- -
sonality of Godhead, by showing them
a bona fide spiritual master. In that
way a candidate will be helped from
inside and outside on how to approach
God.

The Krsna consciousness movement
is meant for that purpose. The spiritual
master, or the living representative of
Krsna, helps from outside, and Krsna as
Paramatma helps from inside. In both
ways the living entity can take advan-
tage and make his life successful. We
have many books in this connection.
The Krsna consciousness movement is
based on the authority of the Vedas,
summarized in the Bhagavad-gita and
many other books. We have published
Bhagavad-gita As It Is, Teachings of
Lord Caitanya, Easy Journey to Other
Planets, The Nectar of Devotion, Srimad-
Bhagavatam, and Krsna. And we pub-
lish our magazine, Back to Godhead.
We request everyone to understand this
movement by reading this authoritative
literature.

Our program is to serve human so-
ciety, to save people from the pitfall of
entering again into the cycle of birth
and death. That is our great mission.

Thank you very much. €@



Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out

On June 15, 1974, in Paris, Prabhupada
received a visit from two priests and two
Christian scholars. (Before his guests
arrived, Prabhupada briefly noted the
Vedic literature’s predictions for our age.)

Srila Prabhupada: In the Twelfth Canto
of Srimad-Bh agavatam this current Age
of Kali, the age of quarrel and hypoc-
risy, is described:

tasmat ksudra-dyso martyah
ksudra-bhagya mahasanah

kamino vitta-hinas ca
svairinyas ca striyo satih

This means, “Gradually people will be-
come dwarfs, and they will die very
young. They will be mostly unfortu-
nate, eat too much, and be very much
sexually agitated. Gradually they will
become poverty-stricken and aimless,
and the women all unchaste.” Just see.
Everything’s coming true.

dasyutkrsta janapada
vedah pasanda-diisitah

rajanas ca praja-bhaksah
Sisnodara-para dvijah

“The cities will be full of rogues and
thieves.” Just see.

Disciple: That’s Paris.

Srila Prabhupada: Anywhere. In Cal-
cutta it is dangerous to go out, because
you do not know whether you’ll come
back. People are so afraid. A man is
going to work at the office;
it will be God’s grace
if he returns. I was
a guest at the
place of one of
our life mem-
bers, sitting
there in the
morning,

when someone came in—“Oh, that |

gentleman who was at the temple this

morning has been killed.” He was a |
very important businessman. He went |
to the temple, and coming back he was |

killed from behind.

About so-called saintly persons, the
Bhagavatam predicts, tapasvino grama-
vasa: “The so-called yogis—they’ll live
in the city.” Actually, the yogis have no
business in the city. They should go to a
secluded place. But they will live in the
city, just like any ordinary materialistic
person. Some man is living a materialis-
tic life in the city of Paris, and he’s
supposed to be a yogi.
Disciple: Thisis all in the Twelfth Canto
of Srimad- Bhagavatam?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Foretold five
thousand years ago. Here it is said,
tapasvino grama-vasa nyasino ‘tyartha-
lolupah: “And the sannyasis, the so-
called renunciants—they’ll be too
greedy for money.” And patim tyak-
syanti nirdravyam bhriya apy akhil-
ottamam: *“The common tendency will
be to divorce the husband, espe-
cially when he has insufficient
money or insufficient sex
power.” The wife will di-
vorce. Divorce cases take
place mainly in two in- § A
stances: when the husband E
has no money and when
the sex indulgence is not
very good.

Here is more:

¥

i
]
)
1

vaso-"nna-pana-sayana-
vyavaya-snana-bhiisanaih

hinah pisaca-sandarsa
bhavisyanti kalau prajah

“In the Kali-yuga, the general public
will lose their places of residence and
will become homeless.” You see. [ was
surprised when I saw, just after arriving
in America, that so many people were
lying on the street in the Bowery. They
had no place of residence. Sometimes
they had shelter at night; they would
pay one dollar and lie down, and in the
morning they would go away. I saw
many signboards there.

Disciple: They call them “flophouses.”
Srila Prabhupada: Anyway, visa means
“residence,” anna means “food,” and
pana means “beverages”—milk or
water or whatever, you require some-
thing to drink. And sayana: “sleeping,”
lying down on a bed. And vyavaya,
“sex.” Regulated sex, within marriage,
forhaving nice children,is alsorequired.
Butthe Bhagavatam predicts, g
(please turn to page 52)



An Inspired Vision

In Mayapur g

by Ujjvala Dasa
photos by Nitya-trpta Devi Dasi

On February 26, in Mayapur, West Ben-
gal, devotees held opening ceremonies
for a memorial to Srila Prabhupada.
The same day, the following article ap-
peared in Amrita Bazar Patrika, a Cal-
cutta newspaper. (The photos were not
part of the original article.)

EDIC SCRIPTURES say that |

the material body of a spiritual

master becomes spiritualized
by constant engagement in devotional
service to the Lord. So the body of a
pure devoteeis notcremated but placed
in the ground. This interment is called
“placing in samadhi” [samadhi literally
means “full concentration on the Lord™],
and the memorial at the burial site is
called a samadhi.

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada spent his
last days in the holy places of Sri
Vrindavana Dham and Sri Mayapur
Dham. He instructed his disciples to
place his body in samadhi in whichever
of these places he departed this world
from and to make a pushpa [“flower”]
samadhi in the other. Obeying these in-
structions, his disciples began his Pushpa
Samadhi Mandir [temple] in Mayapur
shortly after he departed this world in
Vrindavana on November 14, 1977.

During the samadhi ceremony in
Vrindavana, some of the flowers in
contact with Prabhupada’s divine body,

of the mandir.

Srila Prabhupada’s Pushpa Samadhi
Mandir is an ambitious attempt to glo-
rify Srila Prabhupada. It will be fully
manifested in 1996, the one-hundredth
anniversary of his birth. From the inau-
guration ceremony in February, the fin-
ishing touches will be undertaken in
preparation for the mandir’s official
grand opening in early 1996.

SPECTACULAR MEMORIAL
TO A GREAT VISIONARY

The glistening main dome of the
Samadhi towers 160 feet above the sur-
rounding landscape. The dome spans
80feet. Itis clad with 36,000 marble tiles
and capped with a 30-foot-high golden
kalash [tower] covered with more than
230,000 glass tiles fired with dazzling
gold. The interior mosaic ceiling is the
largest in Asia. Twenty artists worked
four years installing the 1,400,000 mo-
saic tiles inside the dome.

From the lotus-shaped fountain at
the front of the building, a ribbon
waterfall—the first of its kind in India
—cascades 60 feet to a pool at the base
of a sweeping marble stairway. The
entire monument is surrounded by a
multi-colored terra cotta frieze with
more than 1,200 lifelike figures of Hare

as well as other objects such as hair,
picces of cloth, and personal articles,
were saved in two boxes, one gold and
one silver. The boxes were brought to
Mayapur and interred ceremoniously
deep beneath the central foundation

Srila Prabhupada’s Pushpa
Samadhi Mandir in Mayapur,
West Bengal, honors the
devotee who broadcast the
spiritual glory of Mayapur
throughout the world.
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Krishna devotees chanting with Srila
Prabhupada.

Around the ground floor of the
mandir, statues and relief panels show
the nine processes of devotional service
to Lord Krishna. Each panel depicts a
personality engaged in the particular
service through which he achieved per-
fection. All the sculpting was done in
Mayapur by local artists and devotees
using traditional modeling techniques.
Western technology was used for the
glazing and firing.

The samadhi chamber is lined with

white marble from Makrana, Rajasthan.
It was hand-carved in Makrana and at
Mayapur and is inset with red, green,
and yellow marble imported from Italy.
A bronze murti [carved figure] of Srila
Prabhupadasits on a white marble vyas-
asana [seat of the guru] highlighted with
beautiful blue South American marble.
The teakwood chamber doors are six
inches thick, hand-carved andinlaid with
silver and mother-of-pearl. The main
hall is surrounded by a parikrama |cir-
cular path], where visitors and devotees
can see Jaya and Vijaya [gatekeepers
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A ribbon waterfall
(right)—the first of its
kind in India—
descends through a
spiral staircase from
a lotus-shaped
fountain on the third
level (below).

of the spiritual world] and members of
the disciplic succession.

THE MAYAPUR PROJECT

Srila Prabhupada’s Pushpa Samadhi
Mandir in Sridham Mayapur is a mag-
nificent memorial to Srila Prabhupada—
the great spiritual leader who spread
the sublime knowledge of Krishna con-
sciousness throughout the world. The
inauguration of the spectacular Samadhi
Mandir is a stage in the development of

Sri Mayapur Dhama—a project that
has been foretold since the time of Sri

| Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Srila Prabhupada is the driving force
behind the development of Sri Mayapur.
Hisextensive writing and direction guide
every aspect of the project, from com-
munity development to architecture. His
vision of Sri Mayapur as an interna-
tional center for learning, spiritual un-
derstanding, and the practice of pure
Vedic culture is now being realized.

His vision continues to inspire
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everyone involved with this challeng-
ing project. As his great plan unfolds,
Sri Mayapur Dham has already be-
come an international place of pilgrim-
age and spiritual enlightenment. Srila
Prabhupada’s Pushpa Samadhi Mandir
is the project’s first major architectural
achievement. B

Ujjvala Dasa worked for many years as
a creative director for major advertising
agencies in Australia. He is now using
his skills for various ISKCON projects.
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The Samadhi is now
open to visitors (above),
though some finishing
touches are still to be
completed for the grand
opening next year. At left,
the veranda on the
second level.
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MAHABHARATA

THE HISTORY OF GREATER

INDIA

Brahmana’

Dilemma

Kunti hears a cry of grief
sounding throughout the brahmana’s house.

Translated from Sanskrit

by Hridayananda Dasa Goswami

The sage Vaisampayana is telling the history
ofthe Pandavas to their great-grandson, King
Janamejaya. As the Mahabharata continues,
the Pandavas, whom their enemies assume
have burned to death, are living in Ekacakra
disguised as brahmanas in the house of a
brahmana family.

King Janamejaya said:

Those great warriors, the Pandavas, the |

sons of Kunti, went to Ekacakra. But what
did they do after that, O best of brahmanas?

Sri Vaisampayana said:

The sons of Kunti did not spend much
time within the brahmana’s house, for dis-
guised as humble ascetics they went out
begging. As they went about collecting alms,
O king, they would see the charming variet-
ies of forests, the fascinating geological re-

gions, and the rivers and lakes of that coun-
try. The Pandavas, by their excellent charac-
ter and qualities, became a very agreeable
sight for the people of the city.

Every night the Pandavas would deliver
their alms to Kunti, and each son would
enjoy what she set aside for him. Four heroic
brothers and Kunti herself would eat half of
the food collected by begging. and mighty
Bhima would eat the other half. As those
great souls thus spent their days there, O
mighty Bharata king, a long time passed.

One day, when the Bharata princes had
gone out begging and Bhimasena had stayed
behind to keep company with his mother,
Kunti heard a terrible cry of grief sounding
throughout the brahmana’s house. My dear
Bharata king, Kunti was a very merciful
person, a godly woman with the mind of a
saint, and when she heard the brahimana and

IMustrations by Puskara Dasa
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The Pandavas, disguised as brahmanas, beg alms in the village of Ekacakra.



Kunti rushed into the inner quarters of the
noble brahmana like a merciful cow whose calf has been
trapped. There she saw the brahmana with his wife, son,
and daughter, his face transformed in grief.

his family wailing in anguish, she could ‘
not bear it.

Her heart suddenly churning with
sorrow, the gentle lady called her son
Bhima and in a voice filled with kind-
ness said to him, “My son, we are living
very happily in the house of the brah-
mana; we live as honored guests, with-
out any strife, and completely hidden
from the sons of Dhrtarastra. I am
always thinking, son, whether I could
possibly do something to please the
brahmana, for when people live happily
as guests in another’s home, it is normal
to offer something to the host. After
all, a person’s character is measured by
his gratitude. When kindness is shown
to a gentleman, he never forgets it,
and he feels he must do even more in
return. It is quite clear that some trag-
edy has befallen this brahmana, and if
[ can help him in his crisis, I will have
done a good deed.”

Bhima said, “We must find out what
griefhas arisen for this brahmana. Once
we know it, [ am determined to help
him, even if it be a most difficult task.”

O lord of men, as the two of them
went on talking. they again heard a cry
of anguish coming from the brahmana
and his wife. Thereupon, Kunti rushed
into the inner quarters of the noble
brahmana like a merciful cow whose
calf has been trapped. There she saw
the brahmana with his wife, son, and
daughter, his face transformed in grief.

The brahmanasaid to his wife, “What
acurse, to be born in a world where our
dreams go unfulfilled and instead we
suffer a pain that burns like fire; we
depend on others and take the deepest
sorrow as our lot. To be alive is the
greatest grief: to be alive is the hottest
fever: to be alive and working in this
world surely means to choose among
conflicting delusions.

Evenifaperson lives alone and does
not worry about worldly piety. prosper-
ity, and bodily pleasure, a life without |
these is considered the greatest misery. |

Some people say that salvation is the

| greatest thing, but I have no hope that I

will achieve it. And if a person acquires
ordinary wealth, all hell besets him. To
be greedy for wealth is the worst misery,
and if one actually acquires wealth he
suffers even more. And one who falls in
love with his money suffers the greatest
pain of all when he inevitably parts with
it. In any case, I see no way to save
myself from this disaster unless I flee to
a safe place with my wife and children.

“Youknow very well, brahmanalady,
thatin the past I tried to get you to leave
for your own good, but you did not
listen to me. No matter how many times
I begged you, foolish woman, all you

could say was, ‘I was born and raised |

here, and my father was born and raised

here.” But your old father and mother |

went to heaven a long time ago, and so
did your other seniors, relatives, and
friends. So what pleasure is there in
living here? You were so attached to
your relatives that you did not listen to
my words, and now your own family
must perish, and I cannot stand the
pain. The only solution is that I perish.
[ cannot bear to lose any one of my own
family and go on living like a cruel and
heartless man.

“I have always practiced religion to-
gether with my wife, and she is like a
mother to me, always restrained, a true
friend arranged by the gods. She has
always helped me more than anyone in
my life’s progress. She was ordained for
me by my venerable lather and mother,
and she has shared with me from the
beginning all the duties and burdens of
married people. My dear wife, you are
an educated woman from a noble fam-
ily, the mother of my children. Having
accepled youin accordance with all our
customs and wed you in sacred mar-
riage with the chanting of mantras, how
can I now sacrifice you, a saintly and
faultless wife who are ever faithful, sim-
ply to save my own life?

*And how could I ever bring myself
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to sacrifice my beloved daughter, still a
child, who has not even reached her full
youth or developed the mature signs of
womanhood. The exalted creator of this
world has placed her in my care on
behalf of her future husband. I aspire
for higher planets where my forefathers
dwell, but I can achieve them only
through the goodness and piety of my
daughter’s son. And having brought
her into this world, how could I dare
abandon her?

“Some men think that a father has
greater affection for his son than for his
daughter, but my love is the same for
both my children. On the son rests one’s
hopes for higher worlds, family lineage.
and eternal happiness, but my daughter
is an innocent child. How could I dare
abandon her? If I did that, I would be
rejecting my own soul, and I would
suffer in the tenebrous worlds of fallen
spirits. And yet if I leave them behind,
itis clear that they also will not have the
strength to live. To sacrifice any one of
them would be an act of cruelty, con-
demned by the wise. Yet if 1 sacrifice
myself, they will all die without me.

“I have fallen into such anguish, and
[ have no power to escape it. Oh, damn!
What will happen to me and my family?
To die with all of them is best, for I can
no more endure this life.”

The brahmana’s wife said, “You
should never lament like that, as if you
were an ordinary man. You are a
brahmana, learned in the spiritual sci-
ence, and under no circumstance should
you lament. Destruction of the material
body is inevitable; all men must die.
There should be no lamentation for
that whichisbound toperish. Ultimately,
aman cherishes all his possessions—his
wife, son, and daughter—for his own
satisfaction. The soul itself is eternal
and dependent only on God. Therefore
give up your anxiety through perfect
spiritual knowledge, for I am deter-
mined that | myself shall go to that
place. Since time began, the supreme



Kunti overhears the agonizing discussions of the brahmana and his family.

duty for a woman in this world is to do
what is best for her faithful husband,
even at the cost of herlife. Therefore by
performing such an act, [ shall bring you
happiness, and [ shall gain undying glory
both in this world and the next.

“I shall now declare to you the reli-
gious principles that must guide our
present actions, for they will clearly
increase your prosperity and virtue: You
have now fulfilled with me the purpose
for which a man seeks a wife. I have
given you a good daughter and a son,
and therefore I have no further debt to
vou. You are capable of nourishing and
protecting our two children. I cannot
nourish and protect them as well as you.
Without you, I would simply suffer, un-
able to satisfy the needs of the family.
How would the two young children sur-
vive, and how would I live? Without
you, I shall be an unprotected widow
with two small children. How will I give

a good life to my children and keep
myself on the path of righteousness?

“How will I be able to protect our
daughter when she is pursued by proud
and indecent men unworthy of mar-
riage with our family? Just as birds ea-
gerly chase a piece of meat thrown on
the ground, so do all men pursue and
exploita woman who has nostrong man
to protect her. O best of brahmanas, 1
will be disturbed by wicked men who
will come lusting after me, and I will not
have the power to stay on the godly path
that is so revered by the decent.

“If you do not see to her religious
education, how will  have the energy or
authority to keep this young girl, your
only daughter, on the path of her father
and forefathers? How will I have the
strength to instill good and necessary
qualities in this young boy when he is
fatherless and exploited all around?

religion as you do? Unworthy men will
push me aside and go after your unpro-
tected daughter, like the uncultured men
who seek to force their way into the
spiritual science. And if I don’t want to
give them this virgin girl, endowed with
all your fine qualities, they will grow
violent with me and take her by force, as
crows steal clarified butter from the
arena of sacrifice.

“When I am forced to see your son
grow up unlike his father and your
daughter fallen into the hands of un-
worthy men, and when I am despised
by the people and forget my own soul
in the company of polluted men, I shall
undoubtedly die. My two young chil-
dren will have already lost their father,
and when they lose their mother there
is no question but that they will per-
ish, like two fish in a lake gone dry.
Bereft of you, the three of us will thus

How will I teach him to care about | perish without a doubt. Therefore, it
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Listening to the words of her parents,
who were grieving beyond measure, their young daughter
felt her entire body seized by that same grief.

is [ whom you must sacrifice.

“O brahmana, for women it is the
highest felicity and the noblest act to
make the final journey before their hus-
band, not to let the husband die and
then try to take his place in their chil-
dren’s life. I am prepared to give up my
son, my daughter, and all my relatives,
because 1 live only for your sake. To
live always for the good of her husband
is far better for a woman than the prac-
tice of austerities, sacrificial rites, reli-
gious formulas, and all kinds of charity.
That which [ desire to do is a religious
act, fully approved by the Supreme. and
[considering the situation] it is certainly
desirable and beneficial for you and for
our family.

“The sages know that a man wants
children, property, and loving friends to
free himself from trouble and woe, and
he wants a wife for the same reason.
Putting the whole family on one side
and you on the other, all of us are not
equal to you. That would certainly be
the decision of rational people. Do with

me what must be done, and act yourself

to save yourself. Grant me leave, O
noble one, and take good care of our
two children.

“In any case, knowers of law say that
the law definitely forbids the killing of
women. They say that even Raksasas
know these laws, and so he probably
won't even kill me. Men will undoubt-
edly be killed, but the killing of women
is doubtful. Therefore, you who know
the law should send me there. I have
enjoyed my life, for I have received
much love and I have practiced virtue in
my life. Now, having borne loving chil-
dren by you, I will feel no pain by losing
my life.

“1 have had my children, and 1 am
getting older. I only want your happi-
ness. [ have studied the whole situation
and made my decision. Though losing
me, noble man, you will find another
woman, and your religious duties [as a
husband and father| will again be firmly

established. My gentle husband, itis not
irreligious for men to take many wives,
but it is most irreligious for women to
betray their first husband. If you study
the whole situation, you will see how
abominable it is for you to sacrifice
vourself. Rather, through me you must
save yourself, your family, and our two
children.”

When the husband was thus ad-
dressed by his wife, he tightly embraced
her, O Bharata, and they silently shed
tears in deep anguish.

Listening to the words of her par-
ents, who were grieving beyond mea-
sure, theiryoung daughter felt herentire
body seized by that same grief, and she
said to them, “How is it that you are
both so grief-stricken that you wail as if
there were no one to help you? I have
something to say, so please listen, and
then kindly do as I ask. According to
our religious laws, itis I whom you must
surrender. Surrender me, who without

doubt am here to be given up; and thus |

by one, all will be saved. After all, when
parents have children they think, ‘My
child will save me one day.” That time
has now come, and you two must save
yourselves with my help, for [ am like a
boat that will take you across the ocean
of grief. Both in this world and in the
next, a child is meant to save the family
from the troubles of life, and that is why
the wise have named the child putra,
‘one who delivers from hell.” That is
why grandparents always long to have
children from their daughters. Now 1
will personally deliver my forefathers
by saving the life of my father. My
brother is just a child, and if you go to
the next world, father, he will perish in
a short time without doubt. Certainly if
Father goes to heaven, my little brother
will perish. The sacred offerings to the
forefathers will be cut off, and that will
create much suffering for them. If I am
left without my father and mother and
brother, then I shall go from misery to
greater misery, and I would then die in
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a most unnatural way.

“Ifyou, Father, along with my mother
and baby brother, are free and healthy,
then our family line and the offerings
to the ancestors will undoubtedly go
on nicely. A son is the fathers very
soul, and a wife is his best friend, but
a daughter is simply trouble for her
father. Free yoursell from this trouble
and engage me according to our reli-
gious laws. Otherwise, if [ am deprived
of my father, then wherever I go, an
unprotected and wretched young girl,
I shall find only misery. By executing
such a difficult duty, my end will be
beneficial to all. Either [ shall set our
family free, or else, dear Father, best
of brahmanas, you will pass away, leav-
ing me behind, and I shall become a
miserable creature. Therefore you must
consider me too.

“Thus formysake, forreligion’ssake.
and for the family’s sake. noble man,
sacrifice me and protect yourself, for it
is I who should be given up. In the
matter of an unavoidable duty, the Lord
will not punish you, and the greatest
good will come to me from the sacred
water offered by your hand to a de-
parted daughter.

“What could be more miserable than
for you to go to heaven, Father, so that
we are left to run around like dogs,
begging food from others? Rather, when
you and the family are freed from this
trouble and are all healthy and strong,
then I shall dwellin the immortal world,
and my heart will be filled with joy.”

Hearing from the young girl such
entreaties, the father and mother, and
the girl herself, all wailed and wept.
Then, hearing all his family crying, the
brahmana’s tiny son opened his eyes
wide, and the child spoke outin the bro-
ken, unclear speech of the very young.

“Daddy, don’t cry; don’t, Mother!
Don't you, Sister!” Laughing, he went
up to each of them one by one. He then
took a straw in his hand and again
spoke in a joyful tone. “I'll kill the



man-eating Raksasa with this!”

Inspite of the misery that filled their
hearts, when they heard the mumbling
speech of the little boy a great joy arose
among them.

“Now is the time,” Kunti realized,
and she went to them, who were almost
dead with grief, and brought them back
to life with words like the immortal
nectar.

Kunti Devi said. “What is the cause
of all this suffering? I want to know the
facts. Once I understand the situation,
if there is any way to drive away your
grief I shall do it.”

The brahmana said, “O ascetic
woman, the words you speak are to be
expected from holy persons like you,
but I must tell you that no human being
can dispel our grief. Close to this city
dwells a mighty Raksasa named Baka,
and he rules the city and all the country-
side. He is an evil-minded man-eater.

“That powerful and demonic Rak-
sasa king protects the city, the country-
side, and the entire state. Indeed,
because of him we have no fear of other
kings or creatures.

“But he has established a price for
his protection: we must provide him a
wagonload of rice, two buffaloes, and
the person who delivers it to him. One
by one, each person offers him food,
and when a person’s turn comes, after
many years, it is not at all easy to es-
cape. Whenever a man tries to get free
of this atrocious duty, the Raksasa kills
him with his wife and children and eats
them. Our official king lives in Vetra-
kiya, but he has no plan whereby we
might live in peace, forever free of this
demon.

“Actually, we deserve our fate, for
we have chosen to live in the domain of
a weakling king. We are always in an-
xiety, for we have chosen the shelter of
a bad king. After all, who can tell the
brahmanas what they must do? The
brahmanas have their own mind; they
are not subservient to anyone’s will.
With all theirsaintly qualities, they blow
about like the wind and go where they
will like the birds.

“Itis said that one should first find a
good king, and after that a wife, and
then one shouldseek one’s fortune. One
who gathers these three necessities will
be able to maintain his relatives and
children. Unfortunately, I acquired all
this, butin the wrong order, and now we

have fallen into the terrible calamity
and are all suffering. You see, our turn
has come, and it will destroy this family,
for I must now pay the price of the
demon’s food by providing one human
being. I could neverraise enough money
to purchase a man who would sacrifice
his own life to enrich his family. And I
could never bring myself to sacrifice
one of my friends. I see no way to get
free from the Raksasa. I have sunk into
the great ocean of grief, and it is very,
very difficult to escape. I shall go with
all of my family to meet that Raksasa,

and that hungry monster will consume
all of us together.” R

Hridayananda Dasa Goswami led the
team of devotee-scholars who completed
the translation and commentary of the
Srimad~th‘1gavatam begun by His Di-
vine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada. Hridayananda Dasa Go-
swami has extensively taught Krsna con-
sciousness in India, Europe, the United
States, and Latin America. He is now
doing graduate work in Sanskrit and
Indian Studies at Harvard University.

Programs at Gita Nagari

Port Royal, Pennsylvania

SEMINARS: August 27-September 1

Jayadvaita Swami—(To be announced)
Romapada Swami—7The Most Confidential Knowledge
Hari Sauri Dasa—A Transcendental Diary
Indian Ladies—Deity Cooking, India Style
Nagaraja Dasa—The Morning Program: Improving Our Meditation
Ravindra Svartpa Dasa—Lessons from Srimad-Bhagavatam

RETREAT: August 24-26

Spend a weekend with other Hare Krsna devotees in a peaceful setting,
away from the pressures of modern life. To register for the seminars, the
retreat, or both, or for more information, contact: Romapada Swami, 305
Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, NY 11217. Phone: (718) 624-8614.

Programs at New Vrindaban
West Virginia

SEMINARS: July 17-21

Tamal Krishna Goswami & Radhanatha Swami—Srimad-Bhagavatam
Dhanurdhara Swami—The Nectar of Devotion: An Overview
Romapada Swami—The Most Confidential Knowledge
Danavira Dasa Vanacari—How to Make Devotees in the 90s
Malati Devi Dasi—Empowering Women As Preachers
Ramabhadra Dasa—The Art of Deity Dressing
Sankirtana Dasa—Preaching Through Storytelling
Yadurani Devi Dasi—Prabhupada Lila: The Early Days
(Other speakers to be announced)

REUNION FESTIVAL: July 22-23

Associate with learned Hare Krsna devotees and hear transcendental
sound at ISKCON’s first farm community, located in the rolling hills of
West Virginia.

To register for the seminars, the festival, or both, contact Nityo Ditta
Swami, RD #1, Box 319, Moundsville, WV 26041. Phone: (304) 843-1409.
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THE VEDIC

FLICKERING IMAGES
by Gadadhara Pandita Dasa

WHEN ASKED BY a London re-
porter what he thought about
Western civilization, Mahatma Gandhi
said that he thought it would be a good
idea. At the time, Britain ruled half
the world and set the tone of Western
culture. Today America sets the pace.
It exports images and technology
worldwide, conquering mankind with
American “culture.”

American-made sound and light
shape consensual reality, wherever a
monitor can be found. American civili-
zation is being spread by the PC and the
TV. One has become the indispensable
tool for getting ahead in life, and the
other a substitute for life itself. The
machines are manufactured all over the
world, but programs born in the USA
echo from one continent to the next.
Even middle-class India is captivated
by the glitter of Hollywood, the canned
laughter of sitcoms, and the cult of the
personal computer.

It’s strange to see where some TV
programs end up, long after they’ve
faded from home. Whether its “I
Love Lucy” laughter ringing in prime-
time Bombay, or Jerry Lewis films
still drawing raves in Paris. America’s
old programs go on imprinting minds
everywhere.

America’s imprint on PC programs
also casts a giant shadow. From word-
processing to games and multimedia,
the U.S. leads the way. setting the stan-
dards. Nearly 200 million PCs live in
homes and offices around the globe.
And with the Infobahn, you don’t have
to wait for prime time. You can be

networked to programs while bobbing |
in the middle of the ocean. And it’s |

Transcendental Commentai

’_\

DELETE!

fast! This kind of imaging spreads at |

speeds approaching that of light. Just
plug in, download, and tune in to any-
thing, anywhere, anytime. And along
with American PC and TV programs,
you get American language, attitudes,
and values.

Because of American technology the
world is adopting a new kind of imper-
sonalism as an article of faith. Ameri-
cans are no longer human beings but
“human viewings,” absorbed in a fac-
simile of life, once removed. The aver-
age American watches more than 7.5
hours of TV per day. “Computer wid-
ows,” their husbands lost in cyberspace,
are losing their kids too, as teenage
game addicts sit for days, glued to an
artificial world.

Something is missing along the In-
formation Highway, where the next pro-
gram can become an ongoing reality.
Where’s the life? Channel surfing won't
tone the muscles. Interactive computer
games won't help usinteract better with
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our neighbors. We're moving apart from
our families and communities to find
private little worlds filled with flicker-
ing fantasies (not much more than static
electricity). Edgar Allan Poe said, “All
that we see or seem is but a dream
within a dream.”

Few people care about who's pro-
gramming the “dream machine.” Do
you know whose reality you're buying
into? Where’s the substance under-
neath the packaging? Perhaps that is
what Gandhimeant when he questioned
the content of Western civilization. As
a student of Bhagavad-gita, he would
have recognized that human life should
not be squandered on British pomp and
circumstance (or American program-
ming). Human life is meant for God
realization—the only program that
lasts.

In the Gira, Lord Krsna explains that
the material world is a gigantic machine
built to entertain the desires of the liv-
ing entities. You might think of it as



(OBSERVER

“virtual reality,” with unbelievable
graphics. The problem is we do believe
the graphics.

From the Gita Gandhi learned that
beyond the fractals of the material world
liesatranscendental vibration thatholds
the real substance of life. From the Gita
he knew there was a higher culture, a

more abundant life, waiting beyond the |

realm of the senses.

The process of going beyond matter
is not a high-tech proposition. It has
more to do with sound and memory
thanwith modems and megabytes. Hear
God’s names, chant them, and remem-
ber Him. It’s that simple. What could be
more user-friendly? Everything can be
found in just three little words: Hare,
Krsna, and Rama—holy names of the
Lord.

Beneath all the layers of programs
that capture our desires is a timeless
drama, moving faster than the speed
of mind, rushing toward us on more
channels than any satellite could carry.
That drama is the constant unfolding
of Krsna’s creation, His pastimes, and
our own unique parts as His beloved
associates. Though older than creation,
the transcendental vibrations carry-
ing the drama are forever fresh, per-
sonal, and interactive. The drama is
eternal, blisstul, and full of knowledge,
and it’s open to everyone—any time,
anywhere.

Trying todistract ourselves from life’s
hard lessons by grazing on the flicker-
ing images of TVs and PCs, we can
easily miss a lesson found in true cul-
ture everywhere: the program of loving
God. The Gita says that when you tune

in, at the frequency of transcendental |

senses, “there is no greater gain. Being
situated in such a position, one is never
shaken, even in the midst of greatest
difficulty. This indeed is actual free-

ry on the Issues of the Day

dom from all miseries arising from
material contact.” Compared to the
eternal drama of our loving exchanges
with the Supreme Personality of God-
head, the image world of material
broadcasting is no better than puppet
shadows dancing on a wall.

As America basks in the spotlight of
programming dominance, Americans
might remember that their programs
are insignificant unless we put God in

the equation. And the Internetis anet- |

work to nowhere unless we use it to link
up to God. Unless we can make “In
God We Trust” the keystone of our
cultural edifice, the contribution of
American civilization may be of no sig-
nificant matter—nothing butacomputer
virus spreading throughout the prime
time of our lives.

FooD FOR THOUGHT

by Gopala Acarya Dasa

ONI"_L MILLION dollars a minute—
that was the cost for advertising
spots during the televised broadcast
of the Superbowl football game last
January. And the ads themselves often
cost a million to produce. For such
expensive campaigns, advertising agen-
cies compete for prestigious awards,

in the process submitting their work
for critiques.

Reading areview of high-profile ads,
I learned that in one a man’s dog licks
his face while the man watches televi-
sion and eats corn chips. The fellow in
the ad is a popular Hollywood actor,
and the dog is trained to perform on
camera. In that sequence, the dog’s
trainer stood close by, out of view of the
camera, and coached him. But verbal
coaching wasn’t enough. So to attract
the dog to do his part, a studio man
brushed dog food on the actor’s face.
After a few unsuccessful takes and sev-
eral more applications of dog food, the
problems were licked and the filming
was completed.

Using animals to convince humans
to buy snack food may seem a little
preposterous. But there’smore. Accord-
ing to a recent article in the Wall Street
Journal. amajor grocery-products com-
pany in England employs an expert
who judges the taste of pet foods to
determine their market appeal. This
taste-tester is not a dog or a cat but a
college graduate who wears pinstriped
suits and speaks the king’s English.
His wife affectionately refers to him by
the petname Dog Breath. “Edwin chews
a lot of mints,” she says. “That does
help.”

Friends are somewhat skeptical when
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he invites them over for lunch, and
they have been known to lift up the
sandwich bread to sniff underneath
before taking a bite. He is the only taste
expert in his field who actually eats the
product, and he admits that he favors
the taste of gourmet cat foods. Through
his work, Dog Breath is getting new
ideas for human food products, ideas
he plans to pass along to the folks in
research and development.
Soweliveinasociety where dogs are
used to sell food for humans, humans
are used to test food for pets, and cat
food inspires new recipes for junk food.
Society has been going to the dogs for

years, but as we approach the twenty-
first century man seems to be going to
the dog’s dish as well. It’s a little too
much to stomach, isn’t it?

Srila Prabhupada referred to such
degraded humankind as “a royal edi-
tion of the animals.” In some parts of
the world the slang for human is “long
pig,” and as we know, a pig will eat
anything abominable while turning up
his snout at savories.

As they say, “You are what you eat,”
and for that reason devotees of Krsna
eat only sanctified foods, which purify
our existence. The Bhagavad-gita says
that those who eat prasadam, or spiri-

tualized food, are freed from the reac-
tions of karma. Itis karma that perpetu-
ates our material life, our encagement
in these bodies made of flesh and blood
—bodiessusceptible to animal cravings.
And Krsna prasadam is so delicious.
That’s why the Hare Krsna movement
has earned the delightful reputation for
being “the kitchen religion.”

The materialists have created a dog-
eat-dog world out there, but if they
think I'm ready to trade in my capatis
for Milk Bones biscuits, they're bark-
ing up the wrong tree. Please pass the
halava. I'll have a second helping. Hare

Krsna. €2

SPEAKS OUT

(continued from page 37)

“These things will be nil.” Even bhii-
sanaih, proper clothing. Hinah pisaca-
sandarsa bhavisyanti: “Being devoid of
all these things, people will be just like
urchins.” These hippies—they are ex-
actly like this. They have no place to
sleep. Nothing of the sort. And with
long, long hair—looking like pisaci. [To
his Sanskrit editor:] What is the mean-
ing in English?

Sanskrit editor: Ghosts?

Srila Prabhupada: Ghosts, yes. Ghost-
like. Hinah pisaca-sandarsa bhavisyanti
kalaw prajah: “In the Kali-yuga, the
prajah, the people in general, will be-
come devoid of proper residence and
food and drink and even proper resting
places and bathing and clothing. They’ll
look like ghosts.” And more:

kalau kakinike ‘py arthe
vigrhya ca tyakta-sauhrdah

tyaksyanti ca priyan pranan
hanisyanti svakan api

This means that in the Kali-yuga, for a
cent—for the matter of taking a cent
only—a man will give up his friendship
with others. And he’ll even kill his
own relatives to take two cents or five
cents.

Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, your visi-
tors have arrived.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, yes. And na
raksisyanti manujah sthavirau pitarav
api: “People will not even give protec-
tion to their elderly parents.”

[To guests coming in:| Hare Krsna.
Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, I'd like to
introduce these visitors who have come

to see you. Father Canivez, here, is |

Secretary of the Bishops of France.
And here are Father Fransad and also
Madame Siaude, whoisstudying Rama-
nujacarya and Madhvacarya.

Srila Prabhupada: Very good. Vaisnava
philosophy.

Disciple: And Mr. Misraki notonly com-
poses music but also wrote a book on
life after death.

Father Fransad: Thank you, Your Di-
vine Grace, for so kindly receiving us.
May I ask, first, Do you believe that
God is a person?

Srila Prabhupada: At least, Christians
cannot believe in an impersonal God.
Christians cannot say that God is im-
personal. After all, Christ is God’s son,
and since the son is a person, how can
the Father be impersonal?

And in the Bible it is said, “In the
beginning was the word.” That is God’s
word. So if one has a word, then he’s a
person. A word comes from a tongue
and mouth. As soon as there is a word,
the background is a tongue and mouth.
And the Christians pray in the church,
“O God, give us our daily bread.” So

God has ears—so that He will hear and
supply. But His personality, His word,
His hearing—they’re all transcenden-
tal, nonmaterial.

Father Fransad: I agree on this point.
Asyousay, Godis aperson. Thatis why
we can say we have a personal relation-
ship with God.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, God is a person.
Brahmeti paramaimeti bhagavan iti sab-
dyate: The Absolute Truth is realized
from three angles of vision—Brahman,
Paramatma, and Bhagavan. Brahman,
the Supreme Person’s impersonal, all-
pervasive energy; Paramatma, His lo-
calized expansion in everyone’s heart;
Bhagavan, the Supreme Person.
Father Fransad: 'm accepting some of
the things you are saying, but I don't
think that I'm obliged to accept every-
thing. I find many things agreeable in
the Vedic literature, but I think it might
be a mistake to say that the Bible is
exactly the same thing as the Vedas.
There are still distinctions.

Srila Prabhupada: Distinctions. Then it
is to be considered which is perfect: the
later edition, or the original. €3
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:  SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM | =

AROUSING THE
CosMic BEING

Rendered from Sanskrit into English,
with commentary,
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness

Lord Kapila, an incarnation of Lord Krsna, is teaching
His mother, Devahiiti, about the fundamental principles of
material nature. As the Srimad-Bhagavatam continues,
Lord Kapila describes how the demigods and the presiding
deities of the senses try to wake the virat-purusa, the
universal form of the Lord.

THIRD CANTO/CHAPTER 26

62 TAEIRT X1 ATRAATASTH |
g @it agednaiag A 11&RU

ete hy abhyutthita deva
naivasyotthapane ‘Sakan
punar avivisuh khani
tam utthapayiturm kramat

ete—these; hi—indeed; abhyutthitah—manifested; devah—
demigods; na—not; eva—at all; asya—of the virai-purusa;
utthapane—in waking; asakan—were able; punah—again;
avivisuh—they entered; khani—the apertures of the body;
tam—Him; utthapayitum—to awaken; kramat—one after
another.

When the demigods and presiding deities of the various
senses were thus manifested, they wanted to wake their

origin of appearance. But upon failing to do so, they
reentered the body of the virat-purusa one after another in
order to wake Him.

PURPORT: In order to wake the sleeping Deity-controller
within, one has to rechannel the sense activities from con-
centration on the outside to concentration inside. In the
following verses, the sense activities which are required to
wake the virat-purusa will be explained very nicely.

63 afeat=n gd A AgfEaa fw |
AR AHE IgAlRiageal T 1830

vahnir vaca mukhar bheje
nodatisthat tada virat

ghranena nasike vayur
nodatisthat tada virat

vahnih—the god of fire; vaca—with the organ of speech;
mukham—the mouth; bheje—entered; na—not; udatisthat
—did arise; rada—then; virat—the virat-purusa; ghranena
—with the olfactory sense; nasike—into His two nostrils;
vayuh—the god of the winds; na—not; udatisthat—did
arise; tada—then; virat—the virat-purusa.

The god of fire entered His mouth with the organ of
speech, but the virat-purusa could not be aroused. Then
the god of wind entered His nostrils with the sense of
smell, but still the virat-purusa refused to be awakened.
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64 Afgolt FgTiRen  ARfme fEuz )
ﬁa‘r‘wﬁ‘i’iaﬁiﬁﬁ{f‘mm &8N

aksini caksusadityo
nodatisthat tada virat

srotrena karnau ca diso
nodatisthat tada virat

aksini—His two eyes; caksusa—with the sense of sight;
adityah—the sun-god; na—not; udatisthat—did arise; tada
—then; virat—the virat-purusa; srotrena—with the sense
of hearing; karnau—His two ears; ca—and; disah—the
deities presiding over the directions; na—not; udatisthar—
did arise; tada—then; virar—the virat-purusa.

The sun-god entered the eyes of the virat-purusa with the
sense of sight, but still the virat-purusa did not get up.
Similarly, the predominating deities of the directions
entered through His ears with the sense of hearing, but
still He did not get up.

65 & Tufiwen Afaswa fwe |
T franme Aafmgagn e 1gull

tvacarm romabhir osadhyo
nodatisthat tada virat

retasa sisnam apas tu
nodatisthat tada virat

tvacam—the skin of the virat-purusa; romabhih—with the
hair on the body; osadhyah—the deities presiding over the
herbs and plants; na—not; udatisthat—did arise; tada—
then; virat—the virai-purusa; retasa—with the faculty of
procreation; sisnam—the organ of generation; apah—the
water-god; ru—then; na—not; udatisthat—did arise; tadda—
then; virat—the virat-purusa.

The predominating deities of the skin, herbs and season-
ing plants entered the skin of the virat-purusa with the
hair of the body, but the Cosmic Being refused to get up
even then. The god predominating over water entered His
organ of generation with the faculty of procreation, but
the virat-purusa still would not rise.

66 T TIWHA AEfgaar e |
TR a7 Aafeaa oz 148

gudars mrtyur apanena
nodatisthat tada virat

hastav indro balenaiva
nodatisthat tada virat

gudam—His anus; mrtyuh—the god of death: apanena—
with the organ of defecation; na—not; udatisthat—did

arise; tada—even then; virat—the virat-purusa; hastau—
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the two hands; indrah—ILord Indra; balena—with their
power to grasp and drop things; eva—indeed; na—not;
udatisthar—did arise; tadd—even then; virat—the virar-
purusa.

The god of death entered His anus with the organ of
defecation, but the virat-purusa could not be spurred to
activity. The god Indra entered the hands with their power
of grasping and dropping things, but the virat-purusa
would not get up even then.

67 frouEteds ot drfasaer @ |
A @Rk AEfETE G gl

visnur gatyaiva caranau
nodatisthat tada virat

nadir nadyo lohitena
nodatisthat tada virat

visnuh—Lord Visnu; gatya—with the faculty of locomo-
tion; eva—indeed; caranau—His two feet; na—not;
udatisthar—did arise; tadd—even then; virat—the virat-
purusa; nadih—His blood vessels; nadyah—the rivers or
river-gods; lohitena—with the blood, with the power of
circulation; na—not; udatisthat—did stir; tada—even then;
virat—the virat-purusa.

Lord Visnu entered His feet with the faculty of locomo-
tion, but the virat-purusa refused to stand up even then.
The rivers entered His blood vessels with the blood and
the power of circulation, but still the Cosmic Being could

. not be made to stir.

68 Fuevaml fryAzfagas o |
&E v TR Agfagaa oz lge

ksut-trdbhyam udaram sindhur
nodatisthat tada virat

hrdayar manasa candro
nodatisthat tada virat

ksut-trdbhyam—with hunger and thirst; udaram—-His
abdomen; sindhuh—the ocean or ocean-god; na—not;
udatisihat—did arise; tada—even then: virar—the virdr-
purusa; hrdayam—His heart; manasa—with the mind;
candrah—the moon-god; na—not; udatisthat—did arise;
tada—even then; virat—the virat-purusa.

The ocean entered His abdomen with hunger and thirst,
but the Cosmic Being refused to rise even then. The moon-
god entered His heart with the mind, but the Cosmic Being
would not be roused.

69 T3 AFY g2 ARfwadl e |
TRt ggdt Aafogegt e nsal
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buddhya brahmapi hrdayar
nodatisthat tada virat

rudro 'bhimatya hrdayar
nodatisthat tada virat

buddhya—with intelligence; brahma—ILord Brahma; api—
also; hrdayam—His heart; na—not; udatisthat—did arise;
tada—even then; virat—the virat-purusa; rudrah—Iord
Siva; abhimatya—with the ego; hrdayam—His heart; na—
not; udatisthat—did arise; tada—even then; virat—the
virat-purusa.

Brahma also entered His heart with intelligence, but even
then the Cosmic Being could not be prevailed upon to get
up. Lord Rudra also entered His heart with the ego, but
even then the Cosmic Being did not stir.

70 FRF Ed Fea: S g |
fite @7 qev:  afeorafea el

cittena hrdayam caityah
ksetra-jiiah pravisad yada
virat tadaiva purusah
salilad udatisthata

cittena—along with reason, consciousness; Ardayam—the
heart; caityah—the deity presiding over consciousness;
ksetra-jnah—the knower of the field; pravisat—entered;
yada—when; virat—the virat-purusa; tada—then; eva—
just; purusah—the Cosmic Being; salilar—{rom the water;
udatisthata—arose.

However, when the inner controller, the deity presiding
over consciousness, entered the heart with reason, at that
very moment the Cosmic Being arose from the causal
waters.

71 T q8Y TR AW AT |
pEted {391 39 ARt el

vatha prasuptar purusam
pranendriya-mano-dhiyah

prabhavanti vina yena
notthapayitum ojasa

yatha—just as; prasuptam—sleeping; purusam—a man;
prana—the vital air; indriyva—the senses for working and
recording knowledge; manah—the mind; dhiyah—the
intelligence; prabhavanti—are able; vina—without; yena—
whom (the Supersoul); na—not; utthapayitum—to arouse;
ojasa—by their own power.

When a man is sleeping, all his material assets—namely the
vital energy, the senses for recording knowledge, the senses
for working, the mind and the intelligence—cannot arouse

him. He can be aroused only when the Supersoul helps him.

PURPORT: The explanation of Sankhya philosophy is
described here in detail in the sense that the virdt-purusa,
or the universal form of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, is the original source of all the various sense
organs and their presiding deities. The relationship
between the virar-purusa and the presiding deities or the
living entities is so intricate that simply by exercising the
sense organs, which are related to their presiding deities,
the virar-purusa cannot be aroused. It is not possible to
arouse the virat-purusa or to link with the Supreme
Absolute Personality of Godhead by material activities.
Only by devotional service and detachment can one
perform the process of linking with the Absolute.

72 THRET TR o SR |
A fEm e At G ) vl

tam asmin pratyag-atmanan
dhiya yoga-pravrttaya

bhaktya virakitya jnanena
vivicyatmani cintayet

tam—upon Him; asmin—in this; pratyak-atmanam—the
Supersoul; dhiya—with the mind; yoga-pravritaya—
engaged in devotional service; bhaktya—through devotion;
viraktya—through detachment; jiianena—through spiritual
knowledge; vivicya—considering carefully; atmani—in the
body; cintayet—one should contemplate.

Therefore, through devotion, detachment and advance-
ment in spiritual knowledge acquired through concentrated
devotional service, one should contemplate that Supersoul
as present in this very body although simultaneously apart
from it.

PURPORT: One can realize the Supersoul within oneself.
He is within one’s body but apart from the body, or
transcendental to the body. Although sitting in the same
body as the individual soul, the Supersoul has no affection

| for the body. whereas the individual soul does. One has to

detach himself, therefore, from this material body, by
discharging devotional service. It is clearly mentioned here
(bhaktya) that one has to execute devotional service to the
Supreme. As it is stated in the First Canto, Second Chap-
ter, of Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.2.7), vasudeve bhagavati
bhakti-yogah prayojitah. When Vasudeva, the all-pervading
Visnu, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is served in

| completely pure devotion, detachment from the material
| world immediately begins. The purpose of Sankhya is to

detach oneself from material contamination. This can be
achieved simply by devotional service to the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.

When one is detached from the attraction of material
prosperity, one can actually concentrate his mind upon the
Supersoul. As long as the mind is distracted towards the
material, there is no possibility of concentrating one’s mind
and intelligence upon the Supreme Personality of Godhead
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or His partial representation, Supersoul. In other words,
one cannot concentrate one’s mind and energy upon the
Supreme unless one is detached from the material world.
Following detachment from the material world, one can
actually attain transcendental knowledge of the Absolute
Truth. As long as one is entangled in sense enjoyment, or
material enjoyment, it is not possible to understand the
Absolute Truth. This is also confirmed in Bhagavad-gita
(18.54). One who is freed from material contamination is
joyful and can enter into devotional service, and by
devotional service he can be liberated.

In the .§“rfmad—[ﬁrr?g(w(.-mm, First Canto, it is stated that
one becomes joyful by discharging devotional service. In
that joyful attitude, one can understand the science of
God, or Krsna consciousness; otherwise it is not possible.
The analytical study of the elements of material nature and
the concentration of the mind upon the Supersoul are the
sum and substance of the Sankhya philosophical system.
The perfection of this sankhya-yoga culminates in devo-
tional service unto the Absolute Truth.

THIRD CANTO/CHAPTER 27
CIEEIGEIE S
1 ggfdesiy geql aea spat: |
ARFRGFEAETERa 1 2 |

Sri-bhagavan uvdca
prakrti-stho ’pi puruso

najyate prakrtair gunaih
avikarad akartrtvan

nirgunatvaj jalarkavat

sri-bhagavan uvaca—the Personality of Godhead said;
prakrti-sthah—residing in the material body; api—
although; purusah—the living entity; na—not; ajyate—is
affected; prakrtaih—of material nature; gunaih—by the
modes; avikdrat—from being without change; akartrtvar—
by freedom from proprietorship; nirgunatvat—from being
unaffected by the qualities of material nature; jala—on
water; arkavat—Ilike the sun.

The Personality of Godhead Kapila continued: When the
living entity is thus unaffected by the modes of material
nature, because he is unchanging and does not claim
proprietorship, he remains apart from the reactions of the
modes, although abiding in a material body, just as the sun
remains aloof from its reflection on water.

PURPORT: In the previous chapter Lord Kapiladeva has
concluded that simply by beginning the discharge of devo-
tional service one can attain detachment and transcenden-
tal knowledge for understanding the science of God. Here
the same principle is confirmed. A person who is detached
from the modes of material nature remains just like the
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sun reflected on water. When the sun is reflected on water,
the movement of the water or the coolness or unsteadiness
of the water cannot affect the sun. Similarly, vasudeve
bhagavati bhakti-yogah prayojitah (Bhag. 1.2.7): when one
engages fully in the activities of devotional service, bhakti-
voga, he becomes just like the sun reflected on water.
Although a devotee appears to be in the material world,
actually he is in the transcendental world. As the reflection
of the sun appears to be on the water but is many millions
of miles away from the water, so one engaged in the bhakti-
yoga process is nirguna, or unaffected by the qualities of
material nature.

Avikara means “without change.” It is confirmed in
Bhagavad-gita that each and every living entity is part and
parcel of the Supreme Lord, and thus his eternal position is
to cooperate or to dovetail his energy with the Supreme
Lord. That is his unchanging position. As soon as he
employs his energy and activities for sense gratification, this
change of position is called vikara. Similarly, even in this
material body, when he practices devotional service under
the direction of the spiritual master, he comes to the posi-
tion which is without change because that is his natural
duty. As stated in the Srimad-Bhagavatam, liberation
means reinstatement in one’s original position. The original
position is one of rendering service to the Lord (bhakti-
yogena, bhaktya). When one becomes detached from ma-
terial attraction and engages fully in devotional service, that
is changlessness. Akarfrtvar means not doing anything for
sense gratification. When one does something at his own
risk, there is a sense of proprietorship and therefore a reac-
tion, but when one does everything for Krsna, there is no
proprietorship over the activities. By changlessness and by
not claiming the proprietorship of activities, one can im-
mediately situate himself in the transcendental position in
which one is not touched by the modes of material nature,
just as the reflection of the sun is unaffected by the water.

2 g uy aff  SEAISIRES |
sEfraiagern Faredeatm=y R 1l

sa esa yarhi prakrter
gunesv abhivisajjate

ahankriya-vimidhatma
kartasmity abhimanyate

sah—that very living entity; esah—this; yarhi—when;
prakrteh—of material nature; gunesu—in the modes;
abhivisajjate—is absorbed; aharnkriya—Dby false ego;
vimiidha—bewildered; atma—the individual soul; karta—
the doer; asmi—I am; iti—thus; abhimanyate—he thinks.

When the soul is under the spell of material nature and
false ego, identifying his body as the self, he becomes
absorbed in material activities, and by the influence of false
ego he thinks that he is the proprietor of everything.

(continued in the next issue)
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The worldwide activities of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

WORLD NEWS

[?fiv'(?lccs lra.vcll%d to New York

City in June for two days of
festivals—a reunion at 26 Second Avenue, ISKCON’s first
temple, and a Rathayatra parade down Fifth Avenue with
a festival in Washington Square Park.

ISKCON Denver will host a reunion July 22-23 for all
devotees who have served at that temple or were present
when Srila Prabhupada visited. The reunion marks the
twentieth anniversary of Srila Prabhupada’s visit to
Denver.

Children from the Hare Krsna farm in Mississippi entered
the New Orleans Mardi Gras parade with a float bearing a
huge form of Lord Jagannatha. More than a million
people attended the parade.

Lord Jagannatha at New Orleans Mardi Gras.

A Canadian Hare Krsna couple won first prize in a garden
contest sponsored by a respected back-to-the-land maga-
zine. Harrowsmith Country Life recognized Jaya Gaura
Dasa and Atmarama Devi Dasi for the best large garden in
Canada. In the garden, at the Saranagati farm in British
Columbia, they grow thirty-six kinds of fruits, herbs, and
vegetables.

Hadai Pandita Dasa with Franciscan sisters at Assissi
Bhavan, a home for the aged in Bombay.

m Devotees from the Bombay Hare Krsna
temple are bringing Krsna conscious programs

to the hundreds of charitable centers in the Bombay area.

| The programs include prasadam for 200 to 300 people and

a talk on Krsna consciousness.

The governor of Tamil Nadu praised Srila Prabhupada in
an address on Republic Day. The governor, Dr. M. Channa
Reddy, also praised the leaders of ISKCON around the
world for the way they are managing the Society. He said,
“I am proud to be. I am happy to be, a life member of this
great organization.”

To get much of our news Back to Godhead teams up with ISKCON World Review, the newspaper of the Hare Krsna movement.

JULY / AUGUST 1995 » BACK TO GODHEAD 57



EVERY TOWN & VILLAGE

Nama Hatta Dasa, a devotee from Italy, passed away in
Vrndavana in April. Once a leading distributor of Srila
Prabhupada’s books, he had become ill and had come to
Vrndavana for his last days.

Slovenian President
Milan Kuchan
received a copy of
Srila Prabhupada-
lilamyta in the Slo-
venian language from
Ljubljana temple
president Avadhuta
Dasa during the cele-
brations for Republic
Day. Interest in Krsna
consciousness is
growing in Slovenia,
part of former
Yugoslavia. The
Ljubljana temple has
added fifty members
in two years.

Blaz Samee

Slovenian President Milan Kuchan
receives Srila Prabhupada-lilamrta
from Avadhiita Dasa.

More than 100,000 victims
of the Chechnya conflict
have been fed by volunteers
from Hare Krishna Food for Life over the past four years.
Devotees run two programs near Chechnya, in Vladikav-
kaz and Nazran. They receive assistance from the Russian
government.

Commonwealth of

Independent States

Construction is more than two-thirds done on the new
Hare Krsna temple in Kiev, Ukraine. Over the past two
years, all the building materials have been donated, and the
work has been done by full-time devotees.

New Zealand

A city councilor of Christchurch
served the fifty-thousandth plate of

prasadam, in March, at the city’s Hare Krishna Food for

Life center. The center recently received a $10,000 grant

from the Community Trust.
- Four Krsna conscious books in
Southeast Asia Vietnamese have been published
by the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust: S¥i [Sopanisad; Easy
Journey to Other Planets; Perfect Questions, Perfect
Answers; and The Perfection of Yoga.

SRILA PRABHUPADA’S CENTENNIAL—1996

To celebrate the Centennial, devotees in New Delhi have
held more than 30 festivals in various local residential
areas. Goal: 100 festivals by the end of 1996.

Three young people from India have begun an 88,000-

kilometer bicycle trip around the world, their bicycles
bearing plaques announcing the Srila Prabhupada Centen-
nial. They plan to travel through eighty-five countries in two
years.

PADAYATRA NEWS

Padayatra America

The North American Padayatra took a break at the end of |

last year after a four-year 5.800-mile walk in which the last
stop was Panama. The padayatris spent the winter in San

Diego and should be back on the road again somewhere in |
g .

the U.S. by the time this issue of Back to Godhead goes to
press.

Padayatra Philippines

More than a hundred devotees from Taiwan, Hong Kong.
and the Philippines gathered in lloilo, Philippines, in
February for a week-long Padayatra. Padayatra organizers
plan to have more walks this year and next. bringing Krsna
consciousness to many places where people have never
seen devotees.
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The International Society for Krishna Consciousness

GENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Founder-Acarya: His Diving Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

NORTH AMERICA
CANADA
Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth St NE., T2E 353/ Tel. (403) 238-0602
Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie [X Boulevard, H1V 205/ Tel, (514) 521-1301
Ottawa, Onfario — 212 Somerset St. E., KAN 64/ Tel. (613) 565-6544
Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack 5t., S4T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-1640
Toronto, Ontario — 243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415
Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 5.E. Maring
Dr., Burnaby V5J 3G8/ Tel.
(604) 433-9728
FARM COMMUNITY
Asheroft, B.C. —Saranagati Dhama,
Box 99, VOK 140

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT

Vancouver — The Hare Krishna Place,
46 Begbie St., New Westminster

U.S.A.

Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce
de Leon Ave. N.E., 30306/
Tel. (404) 378-9234

Baltimore, Maryland — 200
Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville,
21228/ Tel. (410) 744-1624
or 4069

Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St.,
83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274

Boston, Massachusetts — 72 Com-
manwealth Ave., 02116/
Tel. (617) 247-8611

Champaign, Illinois — 608 W. Elm St.,
61801/ Tel. {217) 344-2562

Chicago, Illinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave.,
60626/ Tel, (312) 973-0900

Columbus, Ohio —379 W. Eighth Ave.,
43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661

Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave.,
75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330

Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461

Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000

Encinitas, California — 468 First St., 92024/ Tel. (619) 634-1698

Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (904) 336-4183

Guraho, Puerto Rico — Route 181, P.0. Box 8440 HC-01, 00778-9763/ Tel. (809) 737-1658

Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. (203) 269-7252

Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 535-3947

Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482

Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion St., 92651/ Tel. (714) 494-7029

Long Istand, New York — 197 §. Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4909

Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676

Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/

Tel. (305) 442-7218

New Orleans, Louisiana — 2036 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504} 586-9379

New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel, (718) 855-6714

New York, New York —26 Second Avenue, 10003/ Tel. (212) 420-8803

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600

i
5 Sri Radha-Natabhara (Columbus, Ohio)

 Portland, Oregon —5137 NLE. 42 Ave., 87218/ Tel. (503) 234-8971

*
*

St Louis, Missouri— 3926 Lindell Bivd., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085

San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (619) 483-2500
San Francisco, California — 84 Carl St., 94117/ Tel. (415) 661-7320

San Francisco, California — 2334 Stuart St., Berkeley, 94705/Tel. (510) 540-9215
Seattle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. S.E., Issaquah, 98027/ Tel. (206) 391-3293
Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic St. (mail: P.0. Box 20224, 32304)/ Tel. (304) 681-9258
Topanga, California — 20395 Callon Dr., 80290/ Tel. (213) 455-1658

Towaco, New Jersey — P.0. Box 109, 07082/ Tel. (201) 298-0970

Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., B5719/ Tel. (602) 792-0630

Walla Walla, Washington — 314 E, Poplar, 99362/ Tel. (508) 525-7133

Washington, D.C. —600 Ninth St, NE, 20002/ Tel. (202) 547-1444

Washington, D.C. —10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 239-2100

FARM COMMUNITIES
Alachua, Florida (New Ramana-reti) — P. 0. Box 819, 32615/ Tel. (904} 462-2017
Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Road, 39426/ Tel. (601) 799-1354
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — (contact ISKCON Gurabo)
Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/ Tel. (919) 732-6492
Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel (615) 759-6888
Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel, (717) 527-4101
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS AND DINING
Boise, Idaho — Govinda's, 500 W. Main St., 83702/ Tel. (208) 338-9710
Eugene, Oregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W. 8th 5t., 97401/ Tel. (503) 686-3531
% Gainesville, Florida — Radha's, 125 NW 23rd Ave., 32609/ Tel. (904) 376-9012
Gainesville, Florida — Govinda's, 1222 W. University Ave., 32602/ Tel. (904) 376-9393
Ukiah, California —111 5. State St., 95482/ Tel. (707) 462-0244

EUROPE
UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland — 140 Upper Dunmurray Lange, BT17 OHE/ Tel. +44 (01232) 620530
Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgebaston, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (0121) 420-4599
e Bristol, England — 48 Stafion Rd., Nailsea, Bristol BS19 2PB/ Tel. +44 (01275) 853788
Coventry, England — Sri Sri Radha Krishna Cultural Centre, Kingfield Rd., Radford
(mail: 19 Gloucester St., CV1 3BZ)/ Tel. +44 (01203) 555420
Dublin, Ireland — 56 Dame St., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01) 679-1306
Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire ML11 0ES/
Tel. +44 (01555) 894790
Leicester, England —21/21A Thoresby 5t., North Evington, Leicester LES 4GU/ Tel. +44 (01533) 762587
Liverpool, England — 114A Bold St., Liverpool L1 4HY/ Tel, +44 (0151) 708 9400
+ London, England (city) — 10 Soho St., London W1V 5DA/ Tel. +44 (0171) 4373662 (business hours),
4393606 (other times); Govinda's Restaurant: 4374928
London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Watford, Herifordshire
WD2 BEP/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244
London, England (south) —42 Enmore Road, South Norwood, London SE25/ Tel. +44 (0181) 656-4296
Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, Manchester M16 8FT/
Tel. +44 (0161) 2264416
Newcastle upon Tyne, England —21 Leazes Park Rd., NE1 4PF/ Tel. +44 (0131) 2220150
FARM COMMUNITIES
County Wicklow, Ireland — Rathgorragh, Kiltegan/ Tel. +353 508-73305
Lisnaskea, North Ireland — Hare Krishna Island, BT92 9GN Lisnaskea, Co, Fremanagh/
Tel. +44 (03657) 21512
London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Manchester, England — Krishna's, 20 Cyril 5t., Manchester 14/ Tel. +44 (0161) 226 965
(Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than twenty other cities in the UK. For
information, contact Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P.0. Box 324, Borehamwaood,
Herts WD6 1NB/ Tel, +44 [0181] 905-1244.)

CROATIA
% Cakovec — Radnicka 2, Savska Ves, 42300 Cakovec/ Tel. +385 (042) 311 195
“ Osijek — Bartola Kasica 32, 54000 Osijek/ Tel. +385 (054) 127 829
o Pula — Vinkuran centar 58, 52000 Pula/ Tel. +385 (052) 541 425, mobitel 484 279
® Rijeka — BKC, p.p. 61, 51000 Rijeka/ Tel. +385 (051) 335893
o Split — Mutogras 20, 58312 Podstrana, Split/ Tel. +385 (021) 651 265
® Tagreh — ISKCON vedske studije, | Bizek 5, 41090 Zagreb (mail: CVS, p.p. 68, 41001 Zagreb)/
Tel. & Fax +385 (01) 190548

GERMANY
Berlin — Bhakti Yoga Center, Muskauer Str. 27, 10997 Berlin/ Tel. +49 {030) 618 9112
Flensburg — Neuhoerup 1, 24980 Hoerup/ Tel. +49 (04639) 73 36
Hamburg — Mugehlenstr. 93, 25421 Pinneberg/ Tel. +49 (04101) 2 39 H
# Heidelberg — Center for Vedic Studies, Kirfuersten-Anlage 5, 69115 Heidelberg (mail: P.O. Box 101728,
63007 Heidelberg)/ Tel. +49 (06221) 16 51 01
@ Kiiln — Taunusstr. 40, 51105 Koln/ Tel. +49 {0221) 830 37 78
Y Munich — Tal 38, 80331 Munchen/ Tel. +49 (089) 29 23 17
Nuremberg — Bhakti Yoga Center, Kopernikusplatz 12, 90458 Nurnberg/ Tel. +49 (0911) 45 32 86
Weimar — Rothauserbergweg 6, 99425 Weimar/ Tel. +49 (03643) 5 95 48
Wieshaden — Schiersteiner Strasse 6, 65187 Wiesbaden/ Tel. +49 (0611) 37 33 12

FARM COMMUNITY
Jandelsbrunn — Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra, Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel +49 (08583) 316

Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (91).

4 Temples with restaurants or dining. Y New listing. e Revised listing.
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ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Berlin — Higher Taste, Kurfuerstendamm 157/158, 10709 Berlin/ Tel. +49 (030) 892 9917

ITALY

Asti — Roatto, Frazione Valle Reale 20/ Tel. +39 (0141) 938406

Bergamo — Villaggio Hare Krishna, Via Galileo Galilei 41, 24040 Chignolo D'isola (BG)/
Tel. +39 (035) 490706

Bologna — Via Ramo Barchetta 2, 40010 Bentivoglio (BO)/ Tel. +39 (051) 863524

CGatania — \ia San Nicolo al Borgo 28, 95128 Catania, Sicily/ jTel. +39 (095) 522-252

Naples — Via Vesuvio, N33, Ercolano LNA7/ Tel. +39 (081) 739-0398

Rome,— Nepi, Sri Gaura Mandala, Via Mazzanese Km. 0,700 (dalla Cassia uscita Calcata), Pian del
Pavone (Viterbo)/ Tel. +39 (0761) 527038

Vicenza — Via Roma 9, 36020 Albettone (Vicenza)/ Tel. +39 (0444) 790573 or 790566
FARM COMMUNITY

Florence (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Communale deali Scopeti 108, S. Andrea in Percussina,
San Casciano, Val di Pesa (Fl) 5002/ Tel. +39 (055) 820-054
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT

Milan — Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano / Tel. +39 (02) 862-417

POLAND
Gdansk — ul. Cedrowa 5, Gdansk 80-125 (mail: MTSK 80-958 Gdansk 50 skr. poczt, 364)/
Tel. +48 (58) 329665
Kracow — ISKCOMN, ul. Ehrenberga 15, 31-309 Krakow/ Tel. +48 (12) 36 28 85
Poznan — ul. Nizinna 26, 61-424 Poznan/ Tel. & Fax +48 (61) 323838
Warsaw — Mysiadlo k. Warszawy, ul. Zakret 11, 05-500 Piaseczno / Tel. +48 (22)562-711
Wroclaw — ul. Nowowiejska 87/8, 50-340 Wroclaw Tel. & Fax +48 (71) 225704

FARM COMMUNITY
New Santipura — Czarnow 21, k. Kamiennej gory, woj. Jelenia gora/ Tel. +48 8745-1592

SWEDEN
Gdthenburg — Hojdoatan 22, 431 36 Moelndal/ Tel. +46 (031) 879648
Grodinge — Korsnas Gard, 14792 Grodinge/ Tel. +46 (8530) 29151
Karlstad — ISKCON, Box 5155, 650 05 Karlstada
Lund — Bredg 28 ipg, 222 21/ Tel. +46 (046) 120413
Malmd — Hare Krishna Temple, Gustav Adolfs Torg 10 A, 211 33 Malmo/ Tel. +46 (040) 127181
Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240 Stockholm/ Tel. +46 (08) 6549 002
Uppsala — Nannaskolan sal F 3, Kungsgatan 22 (mail: Box 833, 751 08, Uppsala)/
Tel. +46 (018) 102924 or 509956
FARM COMMUNITY
Jarna — Almviks Gard, 153 95 Jarna/ Tel. +46 (8551) 52050; 52105
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Giithenburg — Govinda's, Storgatan 20,5-411 38 Géthenburg / Tel, +46 (031) 139698
Malmd — Higher Taste, Amiralsgatan 6, 5-211 55 Malmo/ Tel. +46 (040) 970600
Stockholm — Gopal, Timmermansgatan 13, 117 25 Stockholm/ Tel. +46 (08) 6441035

SWITZERLAND
Basel — Hammerstrasse 11, 4058 Basel/ Tel. +41 (061) 693 26 38
Bern — Marktgasse 7, 3011 Bern/ Tel. +41 (031) 312 38 25
Lugano — Via ai Grotti, 6862 Rancate (T1)/ Tel. +41 (091) 46 66 16
Ziirich — Bergstrasse 54, 8030 Ziinich/ Tel. +41 (1) 262-33-88
Ziirich — Preyergrasse 16, 8001 Zirich/ Tel. +41 (1) 251-88-51

OTHER COUNTRIES

Amsterdam, The Netherlands
— Van Hilligaertstraat
17, 1072 JX,
Amsterdam/ Tel. +31
(020) 6751404

Antwerp, Belgium — Amerikalei
184, 2000 Antwerpen/
Tel. +32 (03) 237-0037

Athens, Greece — Methymnis
18, Kipseli, 11257
Athens/ Tel. +30 (01}
8656384

Barcelona, Spain —c/de L'Oblit
67, 08026 Barcelona/
Tel. +34 (93) 347-9933

Belgrade, Serbia —\\VZ-Veda,
Custendilska 17, 11000
Beograd/ Tel. +381 (11}
781-695

Budapest, Hungary — Hare
Krishna Temple, Maria-
remetei ut. 77, Budapest
1028 1/ Tel. +36 (01)
1768774

Copenhagen, Denmark —
Baunevej 23, 3400 Hille-
rod/ Tel, +45 42286446

i .

Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai (Zirich, Switzerland)

+

+*

Debrecen, Hungary — L. Hegyi Mihalyne, U62, Debrecen 4030/ Tel. +36 (052) 342-496
Helsinki, Finland — Rucholah-cenkatu 24 D (11l krs) 00180, Helsinki/ Tel. +358 (0) 6949879
lasi, Romania — Stradela Moara De Vint 72, 6600 lasi
Kaunas, Lithuania — Savanoryu 37, Kaunas/ Tel. +370 (07) 222574
Klaipeda, Lithuania — Rumpiskes 14, 5802 Kleipeda/ Tel. +370 (061) 31735
Lishon, Portugal — Rua Fernao Lopes, 6, Cascals 2750 (mail: Apartado 2489, Lisbo 1112)/
Tel. +351 (011) 286 713
Ljubljana, Slovenia — Zibertova 27, 61000 Ljubljanal Tel. +386 (061) 131-23-19
Madrid, Spain —Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid/ Tel. +34 (91) 521-3096
Mélaga, Spain —Ctra. Alora, 3 int., 29140 Churriana/ Tel, +34 (352) 621038
Dslo, Norway — Senter for Krishnabevissthet, Skolestien 11, 0373 Oslo 3/ Tel. +47 (022) 494790
Paris, France — 31 Rue Jean Vacquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. +33 (01) 43043263
Plovdiv, Bulgaria —ul. “Petyofi” 20, Plovdiv 4000/ Tel. +359 (032) 270392 or 270391
Porto, Portugal —Rua S. Miguel, 19 C.P. 4000 (mail: Apartado 4108, 4002 Porto Codex)/
Tel. +351 (02) 2005469
Prague, Czech Republic — Jilova 290, Prague 5-Zlicin 155 21/ Tel. +42 (02) 3021282 or 3021608
Riga, Latvia —56 Krishyana Barona, LV 1001/ Tel. +371 (02) 272490
Rotterdam, The Netherlands — Braamberg 45, 2905 BK Capelle a/d Yssel./ Tel. +31 (010) 4580873
Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Spain — G/ Castillo, 44, 4°, Santa Cruz 38003, Tenerife/
Tel. +34 (922) 241035
Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina — Saburina 11, 71000 Sarajevo/ Tel, +381 (071) 531-154
Septon-Durbuy, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, 6940 Septon-Durbuyy/ Tel. +32 (086) d22.-¢
Shyauliai, Lithuania — Vytauto 65a, 5408 Shyauliai/ Tel. +370 (014) 99323
Skopje, Macedonia —Yvz. “ISKCON," Roze Luksemburg 13, 91000 Skopje/ Tel. +389 (091) 201451
Sofia, Bulgaria — Neofit Rilski 31, Sofia 1000/ Tel. +359 (02) 814548
Sofia, Bulgaria —Villa 3, Vilna Zona-lztok, Simeonovo, Sofia 1434/ Tel. +359 (02) 6352608
Timisoara, Romania — ISKCON, Porumbescu 92, 1900 Timisoara/ Tel. +40 (961) 54776
Turku, Finland — Kaurakatu 39, 20740 Turku 74/ Tel. +358 (21) 364 055
Vienna, Austria — Center for Vedic Studies, Rosenackerstrasse 26, 1170 Vienna/
Tel. +43 (01) 222455830
Vilnius, Lithuania — Raugyklos G. 23-1, 2056 Vilnius/ Tel. +370 (0122) 66-12-18
FARM COMMUNITIES

Czech Republic — Krsnuv Dvur c. 1, 257 28 Chotysany
Denmark — GI. Kirikevej 3, 6650 Broerup/ Tel, +45 (075) 392921

% France (Dole) — Chateau Bellevue, F-39700 Chatenois/ Tel. +33 84 72 82 35

France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Male/ Tel. +33 {054) 402481
Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 (911) 280018
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Barcelona, Spain — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002 Barcelona
Copenhagen, Denmark — Govinda's, Noerre Farimagsgade 82/ Tel. +45 33337444

¥ Oslo, Norway — Krishna's Cuisine, Kirkeveien 598, 0364 Oslo/ Tel. +47 22606250

Vienna, Austria — Govinda, Lindengasse 28, 1070 Vienna/ Tel. +43 (01) 5222817

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES

RUSSIA
Moscow — Khoroshevskoye shosse d.8, korp.3, 125 284, Moscow/ Tel. 47 (095) 255-67-11
Nijni Novgorod — ul. Ivana Mochalova, 7-69, 603904 Nijni Novgorod Tel. +7 (8312) 252592
Novosibirsk — ul. Leninaradskaya 111-20, Novosibirsk
Perm (Ural Region) — Pr. Mira, 113-142, 614065 Perm/ Tel. +7 (3442) 335740
St. Petersburg — ul. Burtseva 20-147, 5t. Petersburg 190000/ Tel. +7 (0812} 150-28-80
Ulyanovsk — ul Glinki, 10 /Tel. +7 (0842) 221-42-89
Vladivostok — ul. Ridneva 5-1, 690087 Viadivostok/ Tel. +7 (4232) 268943

UKRAINE
Chernigov — ul. Krasnogvardeyskaya, 10-56, 250033 Chernigov
Dnepropetrovsk — ul. Ispolkomovskaya, 564, 320029 Dnepropetrovsk/ Tel. +7 (0562) 445029
Donetsk — ul. Trengva, 3-44, Donetsk
Kharkov — ul. Verhne-Gievskaya, 43, 310015 Kharkov
Kiev— ul. Menjinskogo, 21-B., 252054 Kiev/Tel. 47 (044) 2444944
Lvov — 292066 Lvivska obl. Buski rajon. 5. Zbolotni Chuchmani
Nikolayev — Sudostroitelny pereulok, 5/8, Nikolayey 377052
Odessa — Klubnichny Per., Vinogradny Tupik, Sanatory “Rodina,” 8 Kor.
Vinnitza — ul. Chkalov St., 5, Vinnitza 26800/ Tel, +7 (04322) 23152

OTHER COUNTRIES
Alma Ata, Kazakstan — Per Kommunarov, 5, 480022 Alma Ata/ Tel. +7 (3272) 353830
Baku, Azerhaijan — Pos. 8- km, per. Sardobi 2, Baku 370060/ Tel. +7 (8922) 212376
Bishkek, Kyrgizstan — Per. Omski, 5, 720000 Bishkek/ Tel. +7 (3312) 472683
Dushanbe, Tadjikistan — ul Anzob, 38, 724001 Dushanbe/ Tel. +7 (3772) 271830
Kishinev, Moldova —ul. George Asaki, 681-105, 277028 Kishinew/ Tel. +7 (0127) 73-70-24
Minsk, Belarus —ul. Pavlova 11, 220 053 Minsk
Sukhumi, Georgia — Pr. Mira 274, Sukhumi
Thilisi, Georgia —ul. Kacharava, 16, 380044 Thilisi/ Tel. +7 (8832) 623326
Yerevan, Armenia — ul. Krupskoy 18, 375019 Yerevan/ Tel. +7 (8852) 275106

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide — 227 Henley Beach Rd., Torrensville, S. A, 5031/ Tel. +61 (08) 234-1378
Brishane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville, Q.L.D. (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indooraopilly 4068)/
Tel. +61 (07) 379-5455

& Temples with restaurants or dining. Y New listing. e Revised listing.
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Canberra— P.0 Box 1411, Canberra ACT 2060/ Tel. +61 (06) 290-1869
Melbourne — 197 Danks St., Albert Park, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +61 (03) 699-5122
Perth — 356 Murray St., Perth (mail; P.0. Box 102, Bayswater, W. A, 6053)/ Tel. +61 (09) 481-1114
or 370-1552 {evenings)
Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, N.S.W. 2060 (mail: P. 0. Box 459, Cammeray, N.S.W.
2062)/ Tel. +61 (02) 959-4558
Sydney — 3296 King St., Newtown 2042/ Tel. +61 (02) 550-6524
FARM COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandagram) — Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Rd., Bambra, VIC 3241/ Tel. +61 (052) 88-7383
Millfield, N.S.W.— New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane {off Mt.View Rd. Millfield near Cessnock), N.S.W.
(mail: .0, Box 399, Cessnock 2325, N.S.W.)/ Tel. +61 (049) 98-1800
Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella, via Murwillumbah M. 5. W. 2484
(mail: P.0. Box 687)/ Tel. +61 (066) 72-6579
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Brishane — Govinda's, 1st floor, 99 Elizabeth Street/ Tel. +61 (07) 210-0285
Melbourne — Grossways, Floor 1, 123 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/
Tel. +61 (03) 965 02939
Melbourne — Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 965 01578
Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/ Tel. +61 (09) 227-1684
Sydney — Govinda's Upstairs and Govinda's Take-Away, 112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst,
N.S.W. 2010/ Tel. +61 (02) 380-5162

NEW ZEALAND, FlJI, AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Christchurch, New Zealand — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190 Christchurch)/
Tel. +64 (03) 3665-174
Labasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912
Lautoka, Fiji —5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112
Port Moreshy, Papua New Guinea — Section 23, Lot 46, Gordonia St., Hohola (mail; P. 0. Box 571,
POM NCD)/ Tel. +675 259213
Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204}/ Tel. 4679 694243
Suva, Fiji —Nasinu 7% miles (mail: P.0. Box 7315)/ Tel. +679 333599
Wellington, New Zealand — 60 Wade St., Wadestown, Wellington (mail: P.0. Box 2753, Wellington)/
Tel. +64 (04) 4720510
FARM COMMUNITY
Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan) — Huwy. 18, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course
(mail: R.0. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 4128075
RESTAURANTS
Auckland, New Zealand — Gopal's, Civic House (1st floor), 291 Quesn St./ Tel. +64 (09) 3034885
Christchurch, New Zealand — Gopal's, 143 Worcester StJ/ Tel. +64 (03) 3667-035
Lahasa, Fiji — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Road/ Tel. +679 811364
Lautoka, Fiji — Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa St. and Naviti St./ Tel, +679 662990
Suva, Fiji —Gopal's, 18 Pratt 5t./ Tel. +679 314154

AFRICA
NIGERIA

Abeokuta — Ibadan Rd., Obanatoka (mail: P.0. Box 5177)

Benin City — 108 Lagos Rd., Uselu/ Tel. +234 (052) 247900

Enugu — 8 Church Close, off College Rd., Housing Estate, Abakpa-Nike

Ibadan — 1 Ayo Akintoba St., Agbowo, University of Ibadan

Jos — 54 Liberty Dam Close, P.0. Box 6557, Jos

Kaduna — 88 Dabo Rdl., Kaduna South, P.0. Box 1121, Kaduna

Lagos — 25 Jaiyeola Ajata St., Ajao Estate, off International Airport Express Rd., Lagos (mail: P.0. Box
8793/ Tel. & Fax +234 (01) 876169

Port Harcourt — Second Tarred Road, Ogwaja Waterside (mail: P.0. Box 4429,
Trans Amadi)

Warri — Okwodiete Village, Kilo 8, Effurun/Crerokpe Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 1922, Warri)

SOUTH AFRICA

Cape Town — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689-1529

Durban — Chatsworth Centre, Chatsworth 4030 (mail; P.0. Box 56003)/
Tel, +27 (31) 433-328

Johanneshurg — 14 Goldreich St., Hillbrow 2001 (mail: P.0. Box 10667, Johannesburg
2000)/ Tel. +27 (011) 484-3273

Port Elizabeth — 15 Whitehall Court, Western Rd., Central Port Elizabeth 6001/ Tel. & Fax
+27 (41) 521-102

OTHER COUNTRIES

Kampala, Uganda —Bombo Rd., near Makerere University (mail: P.0. Box 1647, Kampala)

Kisumu, Kenya —P.0. Box 547/ Tel. +254 (035) 42546

Marondera, Zimbabwe — 6 Pine Street (mail: P.0. Box 339)/ Tel. +263 (028) 8877801

Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.0. Box
82224, Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248

Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28946, Nairobi)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365

Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer, Phoenix (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre Bornes,
Mauritius)/ Tel. +230 696-5804
FARM COMMUNITY

Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban, Bon Acceuil/ Tel. +230 418-3955

INDIA
Agartala, Tripura — Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799001

od

Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Sattelite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Crossing, Ahmedabad 380054/
Tel, (079) 649945 or 649982

Allahabad, U. P. — 403 Baghambari Housing Scheme, Bharadwal Puram, Allahapur, Allahabad
211006/ Tel. (0532) 609213 or 607885

Bamanbore, Gujarat —N.H. 8A, Surendra-nagar District

Bangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 ‘R’ Block, Chord Road, Rajaji Nagar 560010/
Tel, (080) 321956 or 342818 or 322346

Bhayandar, Maharashtra — Shivaji Chowk, Station Rd., Bhayandar (West), Thane 401101/
Tel. (022) 8191920

4 Bhubaneswar, Orissa — National Highway No. 5, Nayapall, 751001/ Tel, (0674) 413517 or 413475
+ Bombay, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (022) 6206860

Bombay, Maharashtra —7 . M. Munshi Marg, Chowpatty, 400007/ Tel. (022) 3634078
Belgaum, Karnataka — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 530006
Calcutta, W. Bengal —3C Albert Rd., 700017/ Tel. (033) 2473757 or 2476075
Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160036/ Tel. (0172) 601590 or 603232
CGoimbatore, Tamil Nadu — 387, VGR Puram, Dr. Alagesan Rd., 641011/ Tel. (0422) 445578
or 442749
Gauhati, Assam — Ulubari Charali,
Gauhati 781001/ Tel. (0361)
31208
Guntur, A.P. — Opp. Sivalayam,
Peda Kakani 522509
Hanumkonda, A.P. — Neeladri
Rd., Kapuwada, 506011/
Tel. 08712-77399
Hyderabad, A.P. — Hare Krishna
Land, Nampally Station Rd.,
500001/ Tel. (040) 592018
or 552924
Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna
Land, Airport Road,
795001/ Tel. (0385) 21587
Kollur, Karnataka — Garuda Guha
Ashram, Kollur 576220/
Tel. (8254) 56211
Kurukshetra, Haryana — 369 Gudri
Muhalla, Main Bazaar,
132118/ Tel. (1744) 32806
ar 33529
Madras, Tamil Nadu — 59, Burkit
Rd., T. Nagar, 600017/
Tel. 443266 i Sl g :
Mangalore, Karnataka — New s z
Bungalow, D, No, 22-3-624. 5ri Sri Radha-Madana Mahana (
near Morgans Gate, Jeppu,
Mangalore (mail: P.0. Box 15, Mangalore 575001)/ Tel. (824) 28895
Mayapur, W. Bengal —Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham, Dist. Nadia
(mail: P.0. Box 10279, Ballyganj, Calcutta 700019)/ Tel. (03472) 45239 or 45240 or 45233
Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133
Nagpur, Maharashtra — 70 Hill Road, Ramnagar, 440010/ Tel. {0712) 528932
New Delhi — Sant Nagar Main Road (Garhi), behind Nehru Place Complex (mail: P. 0. Box 7061,
110065/ Tel. {011) 6419701 or 6412058
New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110026/ Tel. (011) 5410782
Pandharpur, Maharashtra — Hare Krsna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Sholapur, 413304/
Tel. (0218) 623473
Patna, Bihar — Rajendra Nagar Road No. 12, 800016/ Tel. (0612) 50765
Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411001/ Tel. (0212) 667259
Puri, Orissa — Sipasurubuli Puri, Dist. Puri
Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuthi, Swargadwar, Purif Tel. (06752) 23740
Secunderabad, A.P. — 27 St. John's Road, 500026/ Tel. (040) 805232
Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Cachar Dist., 788004
Siliguri, W. Bengal — Gitalpara, 734401/ Tel. (0353) 26619
Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395005/ Tel. (0261) 685516 or 685891
Tirupati, A. P. — K.T. Road, Vinayaka Nagar, 517507/ Tel. (08574) 20114
Trivandrum, Kerala —T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 695014/ Tel, (0471) 68197
Udhampur, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Prabhupada Marg, Prabhupada
Nagar, Udhampur 182101/ Tel. (0139) 298
Vadodara, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390021/ Tel, (0265) 326299 or 321012
Viallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKCON Hare Krishna Land, 338120/ Tel. (02692) 30796
Vrindavana, U. P. — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti,
Mathura Dist.,, 281124/ Tel. (0565) 442-478 or 442-355

FARM COMMUNITIES

Ahmedabad District, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)
Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj

Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, District Gadhachiroli, 442603
Hyderabad, A. P. — P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tg., R.R. District, 501401/ Tel. 552924
Mayapur, West Bengal — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)

Shimoga Dist., Karnataka—Vallor Valley, P.0. Nagodi, Hosanagar Talug 577425

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Calcutta — Hare Krishna Karma-Free Confectionary, 6 Russel Street, Calcutta 700071

OTHER COUNTRIES
Bali, Indonesia — (Contact ISKCON Jakarta)

i g3 &)
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GENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Cagayan de Oro, Philippines — 30 Dahlia St., llaya Carmen, 900 (c/o Sepulveda’s Compound)
Chittagong, Bangladesh — Caitanya Cultural Society. Sri Pundarik Dham, Mekhala, Hathzari

Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai (Buenos Aires, Argcntina]

(mail: GPO Box 877, Chittagong)/ Tel. +88 (031) 225822

Colombo, Sri Lanka — 188 New Chetty 5t., Colombo 13/ Tel. +94 (01) 433325

Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak St., Banagram, Dhaka 1203/ Tel, +880 (02) 252428

Hong Kong — 27 Chatam Road South, &/F, Kowloon/ Tel. +852 7396818

lloilo City, Philippines — 13-1-1 Tereos St., La Paz, lloilo City, lloilo/ Tel. +63 (033) 73391

Jakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ Tel, +62 (021) 4899646

Jessore, Bangladesh — Nitai Gaur Mandir, Kathakhali Bazaar, P. 0. Panjia, Dist. Jessore

Jessore, Bangladesh — Rupa-Sanatana Smriti Tirtha, Ramsara, P. 0. Magura Hat, Dist. Jessore
Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha, Kathmandu (mail: P. 0. Box 3520/ Tel. +977 (01) 225087
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,

Manila, Philippines — 170 R. Fernandez, San Juan, Metro Manila/ Tel. +63 (02) 707410

Petaling/ Tel. +60 (03) 780-7355, -7360, or -7369

Taipei, Taiwan — (mail: c/o [SKCON Hang Kong)
Tel Aviv, Israel — P. 0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480/ Tel. +972 (03) 5223718

Tokyo, Japan —1-29-2-202 |zumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo 168/ Tel. +81 (03) 3327-1541

Yogyakarta, Indonesia —P.0. Box 25, Babarsari YK, DIY

FARM COMMUNITIES

Indonesia — Govinda Kunja (contact ISKCON Jakarta)
Malaysia — Jalan Sungai Manik, 36000 Teluk Intan, Perak

Philippines (Hare Krishna Paradise) — 231 Papsa-bungan Rd., Basak, Mandaue City/

Tel. +63 (032) 83254
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Cebu, Philippines — Govinda's, 26 Sanchiangko St.

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Govinda's, 16-1 Jalan Bunus Enam, Masjid India/ Tel. +60 (03) 7807355

Singapore — Govinda's Restaurant, B1-19 Cuppage Plaza 5, Koek Rd., 0922/ Tel. +65 735-6755

or 7807360 or 7807369

LATIN AMERICA

BRAZIL

Belém, PA—Rua Lindolpho Collor, 42, Marco, CEP 66095-310
Belo Horizonte, MG — Rua Santo Antonio, 45, Venda Nova, CEP 31515-100

Brasilia, DF — HIGS 708, Bloco C, Casa 29, GEP 70350-752/ Tel, +55 (061) 242-7579

Caxias Do Sul, RS — Rua lialia Travi, 601, Rio Branco, CEP 95097-710

Curitiba, PR — Comunidade Nova Goloka, Pinhais (Mail: R.Cel Anibal dos Santos 67, Vila Fanny,

Florianopolis, € — Rua Joao de Souza, 200, Praia do Santinho, CEP 88056-678

Forfaleza, CE — Rua Jose Lourenco, 2114, Aldeota, CEP 60115-288/ Tel. +55 (085) 266-1273
Guarulhos, SP —Rua Dom Pedro II, 195, Centro, 3rd floar, CEP 07131-418/ Tel. +55 (011) 209-6669
Manaus, AM — Av. 7 de Setembro, 1559, Centro, CEP 63005-141/ Tel. +55 (092) 232-0202

Curitiba, GEP 81030-210)

Natal, RN — Av. Praia do Timbau, 2133, Ponta Negra, CEP 59894-588

Pirajui, SP —Estr. Pirajui-Estiva, Km 2, CEP 16600-000/ Tel. +55 (0142) 72-2309.

Porto Alegre, RS —Rua Tomas Flores, 331, Bonfim, CEP 90035-201
Recife, PE —Rua Zenobio Lins, 70, Cordeiro, CEP 50711-300
Ribeirao, Preto — Rua dos Aliados, 155, Campos Eliseos, CEP 14080-570

Rio de Janeiro, RJ — Rua Armando C. de Freitas, 108, B. Tijuca, CEP 22628-098/

Salvador, BA —Rua Alvaro Adrono, 17, Brotas, CEP 40255-460/ Tel. +55 (071) 244-0418
Santos, SP — Rua Nabuco de Araujo, 151, Embare, CEP 11025-011/ Tel, +55 (0132} 38-4655
S0 Paulo, 5P —Av. Angelica, 2583, Centro, CEP 01227-200/ Tel. +55 (011) 259-7352

Tel. +55 (021} 399-4493

Teresopolis, RJ — Comunidade Vrajabhumi (cantact ISKCON Rio}

Carvaru, PE—Nova Vrajadhama, Distrito de Murici (mail; C.P. 283, CEP 55000-000)
Parali, RJ — Goura Vrindavana, Sertao Indaituba {mail: 62 Parati, CEP 23970-000)

FARM COMMUNITIES

Pindamonhangaba, SP — Nova Gokula, Bairro de Ribeirao Grande (mail; C.P. 108, CEP 12400-000)/
Tel. +85 (0122) 42-5002
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT

Caxias do Sul, RS — Av. Julio de Castilhos, 1095, Centro

‘MEXICO
Guadalajara — Pedra Moreno No. 1791, Secior Juarez/ Tel. +52 (36) 160775
Mexico City — Gob. Tiburcio Montiel No. 45, 11850 Mexico, D.F./ Tel. +52 (5) 271-22-23
Saltillo — Blvd. Saltillo No. 520, Col. Buenos Aires
FARM COMMUNITY
Guadalajara — Contact ISKCON Guadalajara
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Orizaba — Restaurante Radhe, Sur 5 No. 50, Orizaba, Ver./ Tel. +52 (272) 5-75-25
Tulancingo — Restaurante Govinda, Calle Juarez 213, Tulancingo, Hgo./ Tel. +52 (775) 3-51-53

PERU

Lima — Pasaje Solea 101 Santa Maria-Chosica/ Tel. +51 (014) 910891

Lima — Schell 634 Miraflores

Lima — Av. Garcilazo de la Vega 1670-1680/ Tel. +51 {014) 259523
FARM COMMUNITY

Correo De Bella Vista — DPTO De San Martin
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT

Cuzco — Espaderos 128

OTHER COUNTRIES

® Asuncidn, Paraguay — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Mariano R. Alonso 925/ Tel. +535 (021) 480-266

*

*

Bogota, Colombia — Carrera 16, No. 60-52, Bogota (mail: Apartado Aereo 58680, Zona 2,
Chapinero)/ Tel, +57 (01) 2486892, 210665
Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaggui 2054 (1431)/ Tel. +54 (01) 521-5567,
or 523-4232
Cali, Colombia — Avenida 2 EN, #24N-39/ Tel. +57 (023) 68-88-53
Caracas, Venezuela — Avenida Berlin, Quinta Tia Lola, La California Norte/ Tel. +58 (02) 225463
Chinandega, Nicaragua — Edificio Hare Krsna No. 108, Del Banco Nacional 10 mis. abajo/
Tel. 4505 (341) 2359
Cochabamba, Bolivia — Av. Heroinas E-0433 Apt. 3 (mail: P. 0. Box 2070/ Tel. & Fax +591 (042) 54346
Essequibo Coast, Guyana — New Navadvipa Dham, Mainstay, Essequibo Coast
Georgetown, Guyana — 24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara
Guatemala, Guatemala — Apartado Postal 1534
Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel, +593 (04) 308412 y 308420
Managua, Nicaragua — Residencial Bolonia, De Galeria los Pipitos 75 mts. norte (mail: P.0. Box 772)/
Tel. +505 242759
Mar del Plata, Argentina — Dorrego 4019 (7600) Mar del Plata/ Tel. +54 (023) 745688
Montevideo, Uruguay — Centro de Bhakti-Yoga, Mariano Moreno 2660/ Tel. +00598 (02) 477-919
Panama, Republic of Panama — Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA No.1
(mail: P.0. Box 6-29-54, Panama)
Pereira, Colombia — Carrera 53, #19-36
Quito, Ecuador — Inglaterra y Amazonas
Rosario, Argentina — Centro de Bhakti-Yooa, Paraguay 556, (2000) Rosariof Tel. +54 (041) 252-630,
or 264-243
San José, Costa Rica —Centro Cultural Govinda, Av. 7, Calles 1y 3, 235 mtrs. norte del Banco
Anglo, San Pedro (mail; Apdo, 166,1002)/ Tel. +506 23-52 38
San Salvador, El Salvador — Avenida Universitaria 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Americana (mail: P.0. Box 1508}/ Tel. +503 25-96-17
Santiago, Chile — Carrera 330/ Tel. +56 (02) 698-8044
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic — Calle Cayetano Rodriquez No, 254/ Tel, (B09) 686-5665
Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies — Orion Drive, Debe/ Tel. +1 (809} 647-3165
Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies — Prabhupada Ave. Longdenville, Chaguanas
FARM COMMUNITIES
Argentina (Bhaktilata Puri) — Casilla de Correo No 77, 1727 Marcos Paz, Peia. Bs. As., Republica Argentina
Bolivia — Contact ISKCON Cochabamba
Colombia (Mueva Mathura) — Cruzero del Guali, Municipio de Caloto, Valle del Cauca/ Tel. 612688 en Cali
Costa Rica — Nueva Goloka Vrindavana, Garretera a Paraiso, de la entrada del Jardin Lancaster (por Calle
Concava), 200 metros al sur (mano derecha) Cartago (mail: Apdo. 166, 1002)/ Tel. +506 51-6752
Ecuador (Nueva Mayapur) — Ayampe (near Guayaguil)
Ecuador (Giridharidesha) — Chordeleg (near Cuenca), Cassiga Postal 01.05.1811, Cuencal Tel. +593 (7)
255735
El Salvador — Carrefera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitan, Dpto. de La Libertad
Guyana — Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Buenos Aires, Argentina — Gusto Superior, Blanco Encalada 2722, 1428 Buenos Aires Cap. Fed./
Tel. +54 (01) 788 3023
Cochabamba, Bolivia — Gopal Restaurant, calle Espana N-0250 (Galeria Qlimpia) (mail: P. 0. Box 2070,
Cochabamba)/ Tel. +591 (042) 26626
Guatemala, Gualemala — Callgjor Santandes a una cuadra abajo de Guatel, Panajachel Solola
San Salvador, El Salvador — 25 Avenida Norte 1132
Santa Cruz, Bolivia — Snack Govinda, Av. Argomosa (Tero anillo), esq. Bolivar/ Tel. +591 (03) 345189

4 Temples with restaurants or dining. ¢ New listing. e Revised listing.
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The Hare Krsna Calendar

This calendar is calculated for
Sridham Mayapur, West Bengal,
India. Dates may vary by one day
for other locations. Consult your
local Hare Krsna temple for the
exact dates for youwr area.

Month of Vamana
(June 14-July 12)

JULY

9—Trisprsa Maha-dvadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans (for Sayana
Ekadasi).

12—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Sanatana Gosvami, one of the six
Gosvamis of Vrndavana. First month
of Caturmasya begins (fasting from
green leafy vegetables).

Month of Sridhara
(July 13-August 10)

16—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Gopala Bhatta Gosvami, one of
the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

19—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Lokanatha Gosvami, a great
devotee of Lord Caitanya.

21—Anniversary of the incorporation
of ISKCON, in New York City, 1966.

23—Kamika Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

AUGUST
T—Pavitropana Ekadasi, fasting from
grains and beans. Jhulana Yatra

Govinda begins.

8—Disappearance anniversary of Srila
Riipa Gosvami, one of the six Go-
svamis of Vrndavana. Disappearance
anniversary of Srila Gauridasa Pan-
dita, an associate of Lord Caitanya.

10—Jhulana Yatra ends. Appearance

anniversary of Lord Balarama.

Fasting till noon, followed by feasting.

Second month of Caturmasya begins
(fasting from yogurt).

Month of Hrsikesa
(August 11-September 9)

18—Sri Krsna Janmastami, appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Krsna.
Fasting till midnight. Call your local
Hare Krsna temple for a schedule of
events.

| 19—Appearance anniversary of His

Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acarya
of the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness. Fasting till

| noon, followed by feasting.

22— Vyanjuli Maha-dvadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans for Annada
Ekadasi.

| 31—Appearance anniversary of

Srimati Sita Devi, the consort of Srila
Advaita Acarya.

SEPTEMBER

1—Appearance anniversary of Lalita-
sakhi, one of the principal cowherd
girlfriends of Lord Krsna.

2—Sri Radhastami, appearance

anniversary of Srimati Radharani,

Lord Krsna’s eternal consort. Fasting
till noon, followed by feasting.

5—Parsva Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans. Fasting till noon for
the appearance of Lord Vamanadeva
(tomorrow).

6—Sr1i Vamana-dvadasi, appearance
anniversary of Lord Vamanadeva.
Feast at noon. Appearance anniver-
sary of Srila Jiva Gosvami, one of the
six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

7—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura, father of Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura

: (Srila Prabhupada’s spiritual master),

and a pioneer in spreading Krsna
consciousness in English. Fasting till
noon, followed by feasting.

8—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Haridasa Thakura, foremost
teacher of chanting Hare Krsna.

9—Anniversary of Srila Prabhupada’s
accepting sannyasa, the renounced
order of life. Third month of Catur-
masya begins (fasting from milk).

Month of Padmanabha
(September 10—October 8)

16—Anniversary of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s arrival in the United States.

20—Indira Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

Moving?
If you're planning a move, please let
us know. Print your name and new
address below. Then mail this form
(or a copy) and your BTG mailing
label to: BTG Service Center, P.O.
Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046.

l

]

|

|

|

|

|

[ et
g:ém

[P g

|

|

|

1

|

|

I E

| T

| g

e

I

l

|

|

|

JULY s AUGUST 1995 « BACK TO GODHEAD 63



Vedic Thoughts

Religion without philosophy
is sentiment, or sometimes fanaticism,
while philosophy without religion
1s mental speculation.
—His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Bhagavad-gita As It Is 3.3, Purport

L 2

Al kinds of activities,
both auspicious and inauspicious,
that are detrimental to the discharge
of transcendental loving service
to Lord Sri Krsna are actions of
the darkness of ignorance.

~ —Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 1.94

*

Even though one may be
very learned and wise, he is mad
if he does not understand
that the endeavor for sense gratification
is a useless waste of time.

Being forgetful of his own interest,
he tries to be happy in the material world,
centering his interests on his home,
which is based on sexual intercourse
and which brings him all kinds
of material miseries. In this way
one is no better than a foolish animal.

~ —Lord Rsabhadeva
Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.5.7

*

In this material world the living entity’s only
business is to accept the path of bhakti-yoga

and chant the holy name of the Lord.

3 —Sri Yamaraja
Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.3.22

64 BACK TO GODHEAD » JULY/AUGUST 1995

Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead,
who is the Paramatma [Supersoul]
in everyone’s heart and the benefactor
of the truthful devotee,
cleanses desire for material enjoyment
from the heart of the devotee
who has developed the urge to hear
His messages, which are
in themselves virtuous when properly
heard and chanted.

~ —Sita Gosvami
Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.2.17

L 2

Whatever a devotee experiences
he should consider to be an expansion
of Krsna. Thus seeing everything
that exits within creation as the body
of the Supreme Lord, Hari,
the devotee should offer his
sincere respects to the entire expansion
of the Lord’s body.

! —Kavi Rsi
Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.2.41
@

Only unto those great souls
who have implicit faith in both the Lord
and the spiritual master
are all the imports of Vedic knowledge
automatically revealed.

—Svetasvatara Upanisad 6.23

Do you have Vedic thoughts you'd like to share?
Send your favorite quotations to:

Vedic Thoughts
Back to Godhead
P. O. Box 430,
Alachua, FL 32615
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Coming soon
to a city near you!

FESTIVAL OF INDIA is coming 1995 SUMMER /FALL SCHEDULE
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_ - July 8-9 Montreal
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The ]agannatha Rathayatra pdrade at Vemce Beach, Los Angeles, 1994.
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