GODHEAD IS LIGHT. NESCIENCE IS DARKNESS. WHERE THERE IS GODHEAD THERE 1S NO NESCIENCE. -

S Y Ao o B T S D e A e M e e G

Srinathaji: Lord Krsna, Lifter of Govardhana Hill
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The Divine River Yamuna Personified

The Yamuna flows through Vrndavana, where Lord Krsna performs His eternal pastimes.
The devotees of Krsna in His form as Srinathaji especially revere Sri Yamuna.
The great saint Vallabhacarya prays, “I bow down to Sri Yamunaji, who joyfully gives all devotional
perfections. Unlike the powers gained from mere practice of yoga, the devotional powers granted
by Sri Yamunaji enable one to taste the nectar of Krsna consciousness.”
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A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
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International Society for Krishna Consciousness

Statement of Purposes

Back to Godhead magazine is a cultural presen-
tation to respiritualize human society. It aims at
achieving the following purposes:

1. To help all people distinguish more clearly
between reality and illusion, spirit and matter,
the eternal and the temporary.

2. To present Krsna consciousness as taught in
Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

3. To help every living being remember and serve
Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead.

4. To offer guidance in the techniques of spiritual
life.

5. To expose the faults of materialism.

6. To promote a balanced, natural way of life, in-
formed by spiritual values.

7. To increase spiritual fellowship among all living
beings, in relationship with Lord Sri Krsna.

8. To perpetuate and spread the Vedic culture.

9. To celebrate the chanting of the holy names of
God through the sankirtana movement of Lord
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

HareKrsna,Hare Krsna, KrsnaKrsna,Hare Hare
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare

BACKTO
GODHEAD

The Magazine of the Hare Krishna Movement

FOUNDER
(under the direction of His Divine Grace
Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhinta Sarasvati Prabhupada)
His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

EDITOR Jayadvaita Swami ® ASSOCIATE EDITORS Drutakarma
Disa, Mukunda Goswami, Nagaraja Dasa * DESIGN Yamaraja
Disa » PROOFREADER PrianadaDeviDasi ® SUBSCRIBER SER-
VICES Arcita Dasa = ARCHIVES Ranajit Dasa ® ADVISORY
BOARD Hridayananda Dasa Goswami, Dr. Vibhakar J. Mody, Ran-
chor Dasa, Ravindra Svaripa Dasa, Satsvartipa Dasa Goswami, Urmila
Devi Dasl, Visakha Devi Dasi

PRONUNCIATION We spell Sanskrit words and names by a phonetic
system that lets you know how to say each word. Pronounce short a like
the uinbut, long a like the a in far (and held twice as long as the short a).
Pronounce e like the ain evade, longilike the iin pique. Pronounce the
vowel r like the ri in rim, and ¢ like the ch in chair. Pronounce conso-
nants like ch, jh, and dh as in staunch-heart, hedge-hog, and red-hot.
Pronounce § ands like sh. So for Krgnasay KRISHNA  and for Caitanya
say CHAITANYA.

SPIRITUALNAMES Members of the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness receive names of Lord Krsna or His great devotees, com-
bined with Dasa (Dasiforwomen), meaning “servant.” Forinstance, the
name Krsna Dasa means “servant of Krsna.”

EDITORIAL OFFICES Send editorial correspondence to Back to
Godhead, P.O. Box 90946, San Diego, CA 92169-2946. Phone: (619)
272-7384, Fax: (619) 272-3673.

SUBSCRIPTIONS Back to Godhead is published six times a year. For
a one-year subscription send $24.00 to Back to Godhead, P.O. Box
16027, N. Hollywood, CA 91615-9900, U.S.A. For Canadian subscrip-
tions add $11.00. For subscriptions outside Canada and the U.S. add
$14.00. Paymentin U.S. funds (payable on a U.S. bank) must accompany
orders outside U.S.

In the U.K. write to: Bhaktivedanta Books Limited, P.O. Box 324,
Borehamwood, Herts WD6 1NB, England.

In India write to: BBT, Hare Krishna Land, Juhu, Bombay 400 049,
Current subscribers: When writing to change your address or clear up
any questions about your subscription, write to Back to Godhead, P.O.
Box 16027, N. Hollywood, CA 91615-9900, U.S.A. Or call (818) 760-
8083. We can answer your questions faster if you send us a recent mail-
ing label or invoice. Please allow eight weeks for changes to show on
your mailing label.

Color separations/prepress: Palace Press, San Diego, California, U.S.A.
Printed by The William Byrd Press, Richmond, Virginia, U.S.A.

© 1992 The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International. All rights
reserved. Back to Godhead (ISSN 0005-3643) is published for $24 per
year by Back To Godhead, 41 West Allens Lane, Philadelphia, PA
19119. Second-class postage paid at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and
other mailing offices.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Back to Godhead, P.O. Box
16027, N. Hollywood, CA 91615-9900.

BACK TO GODHEAD

2



=

FROM TI

= EDITOR

With the Help of Lord Srinathaji

THIS ISSUE OF BTG takes us to Nath-
dwara, the sacred town in Rajasthan
where Lord Krsna resides as the cele-
brated Deity known as Srinathaji.

Our feature on Nathdwara started
small and quickly grew. I suspect that
Lord Srinathaji Himself had a hand in it.

We were planning to lead off this issue
with something else. But when that
“something else” fell through, we turned
to other stories on hand. Our top pick
was the article by Bhakti Vikasa Swami
that starts on page 25.

We felt that he and his camera-toting
companion Maha-Visnu Dasa had done
wellin capturing the mood of Nathdwara.
Yet we wished we could tell still more
about the Deity, His devotees, and His
worship. What was there to tell? We
weren’t sure.

Two days later in San Francisco, [ ran
into the right person to fill us in. Yaso-
matinandana Dasa has for years been in
charge of ISKCON’s centers in the In-
dian state of Gujarat. He’s a learned
devotee, he’s Gujarati, and with Gujarat
only a short way from Nathdwara, the
Deity of érinéthaji plays a big part in
Gujarati devotional life.

Yaso, as we call him, agreed to give us
what we were looking for. He sat down
with a tape recorder and gave us the
article you’ll find on page 31.

Now I was satisfied. [ had the joy of an
editor who has gotten what he needs.

Then I got a call from Govinda Dasi, a
devotee I’d first met nearly twenty-five

years ago in my first year in Krsna con-
sciousness. Now she’d heard we were
doing an article on Nathdwara, and she
had close friends in the pusfi-marga, the
line of devotees in charge of Srinathaji’s
worship. By chance, she told me, she had
justarrived for aweek orsoin San Diego.
Would I be willing tolet her getinvolved?

As it turned out, Govinda Dasi’s help
was invaluable. One of her friends, a
pusti-margascholarin San Diego, agreed
to check the facts in our articles—and
gave us still more nectar to enrich what
we already had.

Finally, Govinda Dasi told us that still
another friend, Navnit Shah of Ocean
Township, New Jersey, had many beauti-
ful paintings of Lord Srinathaji. She was
sure he’d have something splendid for
our cover.

By yet another seeming coincidence,
in aday orso Navnit Shah would be flying
on business to Los Angeles. He agreed to
bring some paintings with him and even
offered to drive them down to San Diego.
And so we gained not only our cover
picture but also the charming painting of
Yamunaji on our inside cover. (To top
things off, another ISKCON devotee
from Gujarat, a lifelong devotee of Sri-
nathaji, came forward to pay for the high-
quality transparencies our printer would
need to reproduce the art.)

So by Lord Srinathaji’s own arrange-
ment we're pleased to bring you this
issue of Back to Godhead.

—Jayadvaita Swami
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Srila Prabhupada’s

OOKS ON TAPE

With Background Music and Sound Effects

Narrated by Amala Bhakta Dasa

What do you usually think about when you're driving, walking, cooking
or cleaning? . . . Making money? Sense pleasure? Religious duty? Spiritual
advancement?

Well, if you hardly ever think about the /ast item, you're surely wasting
lots of time. And lots of your life.

Because you could be listening to Srila Prabhupada’s life-giving books
on tape. Hearing about the Lord’s pastimes and philosophy. Making lots of
spiritual advancement with little effort. And experiencing the inner peace
and joy of Krsna consciousness.

Isn’t this what you really want? If so, why not pick out some titles from
the list below. Then send in your order today. Each tape is unconditionally
guaranteed. To help you improve your life. And stop you from wasting it.

ISKCON LEADERS SAY...

“I feel immeasurably benefited . . . having listened to the recordings.”
—Tamal Krishna Goswami, GBC, Spiritual Master

“These recordings are first class. I listen to them daily.”

—Lokanatha Swami, Spiritual Master

Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 32 tapes ....... $116
(or in 2 parts, $60 per part)

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, 32 tapes (translations only)..........$116
_ (orin 2 parts, $60 per part)
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A S edond Ghdndes il apes . e O
sk e feno R Il ek $18
The Nectar of Instruction, 3 tapes .. ; $15
Bhagavad-gita As It Is, 3 tapes (transhllons only) ............. $15
Children’s Krsna Book, 8 tapes ... e LR A )
By Other Authors
Lord Caitanya’s Pastimes—Vol. 1, 3 tapes .......cccoccvevvenecenee $15
Hari-nama Cint@mani, 4 tAPES .........cccererereresavarararasasssssssesssns D18
Saranagati and\GHavall, 3 taPeS v.uw i s bl $15
Ramavana, [0tapes S e $39
Thelliifelof TUlasT eyl 3 tapes o $15
How to Practice Krsna Consciousness at Home...................... $5

Free catalog available upon request. Sample 32 min. tape: $2; non-US: $4.
Visa/MC acceptable. Shipping/handling: add 7% of total value of order (minimum $3.00). Non-US airmail: 40%:
Canada: 30%; Australia-Far East: 50%. Surface mail: 23%. California residents: add 8.25% sales tax.

P.O. Box 34241, Los Angeles, CA 90034.
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“Smog” Too Heavy?
I just finished reading your editorial
[“Fighting in the Smog,” July/August]
and was shocked by the coarse, insen- '
sitive manner used to convince your
readers to surrender to Krsna. Your
article presented you as a most uncar-
ing, cold Ayatollah Khomeini type,
hardly inspiring a loving attitude in
anyone. i
Devi Dasi
Manhattan Beach, California

What you've stated in the editorial
may not be “wrong.” It’s true that
whatever we do in the material world
(except for cooperating in even the
smallest way with Sri Krsna san-
kirtana) goes up in smoke, or worse.
But the Vaisnava understands that he
is no better than the lowest of the low
and that going back to Godhead does
not mean escape from witnessing the
tragic misuse of human life. Now we
may be initiated and on the right path. |
But by having misused our lives in
previous births, or even earlier in this
birth, we have helped to create the
thick layers of karma we now see from
a different vantage point.

We don’t need to move out; we,
especially, need to move in and let
people know we're here to help, not
with swords, guns, and fire but with
the holy name, books, and prasadam.
The other articles do this so nicely;
what a shame to give such a preface to
an otherwise wise and compassionate
issue of Srila Prabhupada’s magazine.

Sarasvati Devi Dasi
Quakerstown, Pennsylvania

Apart from being dismayed by my
heartlessness, several readers brought
up another point. I'd said that Lord
Ananta, a form of Lord Krsna, some-
times gets so angry He feels like torch-
ing the entire universe. Is that my own
idea? Where does it appear in scrip-
ture? Answer: Srimad-Bhagavatam,
3.25.6, and Prabhupada’s purport. —JS

BTG Really Helps! |
Hare Krsna! I love BTG. It has helped
me in s0 many ways. I go to public

school and get teased about being
Krsna conscious. Several of your arti-
cles have helped. I'm in junior high

| and kids can be so cruel. BTG really

keeps me in touch with what’s going

on all over the world in Krsna con-

sciousness. Keep up the great work!
Narayani Devi Dasi
Lombard, Illinois

Hard-Hitting Vic’s OK

I'd like to address the letter by G. S.
Senan [July/August] in relation to
Bhakta Vic’s articles.

[ am an “older generation” devo-
tee and can understand why a gentle-
man like Mr. Senan (obviously with a
highly cultured background) would
express a sense of disturbance in re-
gards to the mode of approach used
by Bhakta Vic in his articles, but let’s
look a little beyond the mode of pre-
sentation and see the truths he is

| addressing.

It is a fact that some readers may
feel some shock or even a sense of
abhorrence at Bhakta Vic’s mode of
address, but BTG is a magazine for
everyone who has interest in the phi-

| losophy of Krsna consciousness, and

that includes readers who would very
much appreciate Bhakta Vic’s mode
of approach, and who through that
mode of approach can understand the
philosophy better.

Lord Caitanya is called Patita
Pavana, and He empowers different
devotees to preach His message in
different ways so that persons of all
character and diversified backgrounds

| can take up the process of Krsna con-

sciousness. I can attest to the fact
from my own experiences in preach-
ing to different types of people that in

| certain cases the very graphic, direct,

hard-hitting approach is more effec-
tive in getting the message across to
certain people, as opposed to the
approach which uses “good taste,”
“subtlety,” “grace,” and “tact.”
Mahavegavati Dasi
Buffalo, New York

Sukanya’s Example Impractical
I felt such anger and fear after
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reading Mulaprakrti and Visakha
dasi’s article [“Light for the Dark
Well,” July/August] that I had to sit
down and write you this letter. They
live in a world very different from
mine. For me it wasn’t enlivening to
read about the selfless qualities of a
wife for a husband who didn’t care for
her. I would have been more inspired
and hopeful if they would have talked
in detail about her path in Krishna
consciousness, her courage and love
for Krishna.

I admit I don'’t appreciate or under-
stand the lesson of Sukanya, perhaps

| simply because all I know of the story

is what little was mentioned in the arti-
cle. I don’t think anyone can do what
she did in this day and age. There’s no
training, love, or guidance. Mula-
prakrti and Visakha may be fortunate
to have good marriages, but for the
majority, yes, majority of women, I
think it completely unrealistic to ask
them to be like Sukanya. Why don’t

| the men write articles on how men

should treat their wives?
Rose Maylie
Los Angeles, California

Milaprakrti Devi Dasi and Visakha
Devi Dasi reply: Thank you for your
frank and hearifelt letter. We are sorry
vou and perhaps others felt discouraged
by the seemingly impractical standards
of our article. We agree that the respon-
sibilities and qualities men require in
marriage were not siressed enough—we
do need men to write about this. We
never intended to endorse women'’s

| being abused or unloved. Relationships
| with men are often difficult. Therefore

discrimination is needed in choosing a
trustworthy man. There is so much we

| all need to learn in developing healthy

and happy relationships. We have
found that this is best done when
devotees of the same sex support one
another with honesty, commitment,
confidentiality, and good examples.
This is of utmost importance.

We welcome your letters. Send correspon-
dence to The Editors, Back to Godhead,
P.O.Box 90946, San Diego, CA 92169, USA.



His Divine Grace Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Maharaja



KRSNA
EMISSARY

A lecture by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society
For Krishna Consciousness

Los Angeles, December 9, 1969—
Disappearance Day of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Maharaja

HERE IS A NICE STORY about a sage

giving different blessings to different

types of persons. To a prince, he blessed,
raja-putra ciram jiva: “You are a king’s son, a
prince. May you live forever.” And he blessed
the son of a saintly person, muni putra ma jiva:
“Don’t live.” And the sadhu, the devotee, he
blessed, jiva va maro va: “Either you live or you
die—as you like.” And there was a butcher. The
sage blessed him, ma jiva ma mara: “Don’t die,
don’t live.”

These words are very significant. A prince is
enjoying his senses, that’s all. He has enough
facility for sense enjoyment. So his next life will
be hellish, because if you indulge in unrestricted
sex life, Krsna will give you facility to have sex
three times in an hour, just like the pigeons, the
monkeys, the sparrows.

Princes are after sense enjoyment. So the
sage blessed the prince, “Better you live forever,
because after your death you do not know what
is going to happen to you. You are going to get a
hellish life. Better you live for some time. Go on
with your enjoyment.”

And muni-putra ma jiva. The brahmacari
student working under the strict disciplinary
guidance of a spiritual master is blessed, ma jiva:
“You’d better die. You are trained so as to enter

into the kingdom of God, so why should you
take so much trouble? Better you die and go
back to Godhead.”

Thesage blessed the devotee, jiva vamaro va:
“My dear devotee, either you live or die,” be-
cause for a devotee it’s the same.

And the butcher the sage blessed, ma jiva
ma mara: “Don’t live, don’t die.” What’s a
butcher to do? His life is so abominable. From
the morning, he has to slaughter so many
animals, see the blood stains, the ghastly
scenes. That is his livelihood. What a horrible
life this is! So “Don't live. And don’t die also.”
Because after death—oh, he is going to be
in such a hellish condition, nobody can de-
scribe it. So both conditions—Ilife and death—
are horrible.

Apart from the others, for the devotee both
birth and death, appearance and disappearance,
are the same.

My spiritual master appeared at Jagannatha
Puri. He was the son of a very big government
officer, Bhaktivinoda Thakura, who was a mag-
istrate. In those days a magistrate was a big
officer in the government, practically next to
governor. And Bhaktivinoda Thakura was in
charge of the Jagannatha temple. That is the
system in Jagannatha Puri. The manager in

BACK TO GODHEAD
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We should try to carry out the instruction,
the specific instruction of the spiritual master, very rigidly,
without caring for our personal benefit or loss.

charge of the temple is the district
magistrate.

Once during the Rathayatra festival,
Lord Jagannatha’s car stopped in front
of Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s house. At
that time, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sara-
svati Thakura, my GuruMaharaja [spiri-
tual master], was a child in the lap of his
mother. So the mother took the oppor-
tunity to come onto the car. Because she
was the magistrate’s wife, people gave
way so she could go onto the car and
place the child at the lotus feet of
Jagannatha. There were many garlands,
and one garland fell upon Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati, blessing him.

When he was a child two or three
years old, he ate a mango which was
kept for offering to the Deity. His father
mildly rebuked him, “Oh, you have done
avery wrong thing. It was meant for the
Deity, and you have takenit. You should
not have done it.”

The child was two or three years old,
but he took it so seriously that after that
he never ate a mango. Whenever we
offered him one he would say, “No, I am
an offender. I cannot take mangoes.”

He was thinkinglike that, you see. Never |

in his life did he take a mango. He was
thinking, “I offended in my childhood
by taking the mango of the Deity.”

This is the characteristic of acaryas.
They teach by their life’s action that one
should be so determined. A child took
the mango—there was no offense. But
he took that vow.

Another instance, in my presence.
At that time, I was a young man. One of
my Godbrothers, Dr. Oudh Bihari Lal
Kapoor, was also young man, and his
wife was also young. We were sitting
together, talking with Guru Maharaja,
and the girl proposed, “My dear master,
I want to speak with you.”

Guru Maharaja said, “Yes, you can
say whatever you like.”

She said, “I want to talk with you
privately, not in everyone’s presence.”

Guru Maharaja said, “No. I cannot

talk with you privately. You can talk in
the presence of my other disciples.”

Even though the girl was like his
granddaughter by age, he refused to
talk with a young woman in a private
place.

Bhaktivinoda Thakura had many
other sons. Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
was the fifth son. And he did not marry.
From childhood he was a strict brahma-
cari [celibate]. And he underwent very
severe penances for starting this world-
wide movement. That was his mission.

Bhaktivinoda Thakura wanted to do
this. In 1896 Bhaktivinoda Thakura
wanted to introduce the Krsna con-
sciousness movement by sending the
book Shree Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, His
Life and Precepts to the West. Fortu-
nately, that year was my birth year.

By Krsna’s arrangement [ came in
contact with my Guru Maharaja. We

were born in different families. Who |

knew that I would come to his protec-
tion? Who knew that I would come to
America? Who knew that you Ameri-
can boys would come to me? These are
all Krsna’s arrangements. We cannot
understand how things are taking place.

In 1936, thirty-two years ago, I was
doing businessin Bombay. At that time,

on the seashore. So | wrote him a letter.
“*My dear master, your other disciples—
brahmacaris, sannyasis—they are ren-
dering you direct service. And I am a
householder. I cannot live with you. I
cannot serve you nicely. So I do not
know how I can serve you.”

Simply an idea. I was thinking of
serving him. “How can I serve him
seriously?”

The reply was dated 13th December,
1936. He wrote, “My dear such and
such, I am very glad to receive your
letter. [ think you should try to push our
movement in English. And that will do
good to you and to the people who will
help you.” That was hisinstruction. And
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then on the 31st of December—that
means just a fortnight after writing this
letter—he passed away.

I took that order of my spiritual mas-
ter very seriously. But I did not think
that I'd have to do such and such things.
I was at that time a householder. But
this is the arrangement of Krsna. If we
strictly try to serve the spiritual master’s
order, then Krsna will give us all facili-
ties. That is the secret.

I took my spiritual master’s order a
little seriously by studying a commen-
tary by Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura
on the Bhagavad-gita. In connection
with the verse vyavasayatmika-buddhih
ekeha kuru-nandana, Visvanatha Cakra-
varti Thakura comments that we should
take up the words from the spiritual
master as our life and soul. We should
try to carry out the instruction, the spe-
cific instruction of the spiritual master,
very rigidly, without caring for our per-
sonal benefit or loss.

So [ tried alittle bitin that spirit. And

| he has given me all facilities to serve

him. Things have come to this stage,
that in my old age I have come to your
country and you are also taking this
movement seriously, trying to under-

| stand it. We have got some books now.
Guru Maharaja was a little indisposed, |
and he was staying at Jagannatha Puri, |

So there is a little foothold for this
movement.

So on this occasion of my spiritual
master’s departure, as I am trying to
execute his will I shall also request you
to execute the same order through my
will. I am an old man. I can pass away at
any moment. That is nature’s law; no-

| body can check it. That I may die is not

very astonishing. But this is my appeal
to you on this auspicious day of the
departure of my Guru Maharaja: At
least to some extent you have under-
stood the essence of the Krsna con-
sciousness movement. You should try
to push it on.

People are suffering for want of this
consciousness. As we daily pray about
devotees, (please turn to page 62)



LESSONS FROM THE ROAD

Beggingforthe
Nectarofthe Holy Name

by Satsvartpa Dasa Goswami

RECENTLY I TOOK time out from
traveling and lecturing to work on my |
practice of japa (quiet chanting on
beads). Although I have been follow-
ing Srila Prabhupada’s order to chant
at least sixteen rounds of the Hare
Krsna mantra daily, I knew my japa
had become poor and needed special
care. I tried doubling the minimum
quota and chanted in the early-
morning hours in the company of
other chanters, but my first discovery
was that the more I chanted, the more
dry it felt. And I could not control my
mind.

I began reading statements in
Prabhupada’s books that glorified the
holy names of Krsna. The scriptural
claims that chanting is easy and full of
nectar seemed to contradict my own
experience. But as I went on chanting
and reading, I began to understand
that my gut feeling about my own
Jjapa was not the last word in under-
standing the holy names.

The more I read, the more 1
became encouraged about the glories
of the holy name. Was I wrong to
think I was benefitting from the holy
name, even if I felt no ecstasy while
chanting? No. To be encouraged in
that way is not wrong.

Srila Prabhupada states that the
change of heart that comes by chant-
ing should appear in one’s daily activi-
ties. He quotes Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura, who says that de-
tachment from material life is itself an
important symptom of the good result
of chanting Hare Krsna. Tears and
other such bodily ecstatic symptoms
are not always shown even by the
most advanced devotees. and those
symptoms may even by imitated by a
pseudo devotee (prakria-sahajiya).

Therefore, Prabhupada mentions
symptoms of “steady ecstasy” as re-
sults to watch for in effective chant-

| ing. Those symptoms, mentioned in

| dual chanters but to the nonchanters

| he gives up illicit sex, intoxication,

The Nectar of Devotion, include pride-
lessness, intense utilization of time,
forbearance, attraction for chanting,
attachment to living in Krsna’s holy
abode, and always expecting Krsna’s

| mercy.

So itisn’t wrong to believe we are
benefitting when we chant our rounds, |
even in the beginning. I decided to be
optimistic and be grateful for even the
simple gains of staying alert and
awake, hearing the correct pronuncia-
tion of the mantra, sitting up straight,
and chanting at a brisk pace.

Devotees at every ISKCON temple
are making significant progress during
the japa hours, as long as those devo-
tees are sincerely trying. And not just
in the temple buildings but wherever
devotees chant their japa and strive to
utter and hear the holy names, gains
are being made. When we chant Hare
Krsna, either privately or in public,
benefit comes not only to the indivi-

also. Among the benefits that come to
human society from chanting the holy
name, Srila Prabhupada mentions
peace, material prosperity, political
progress, and all-around good fortune.

Even when we don'’t notice the
good qualities developing in a chanter |
or in society, we should have faith that
the holy name is all-powerful and that
its influence is improving everyone’s
life.

For the person who chants, sinful
reactions are vanquished. Therefore

meat-eating, and gambling. And even
if one cannot completely give up all
traces of bad habits, one is released
from past karma.

Great benefits come to anyone who
utters the holy names. Whether I feel
dry or “wet” when I am chanting, the
chanting works to destroy sins, pro-
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vided I don’t deliberately commit sins
on the strength of chanting. “If one
chants the holy name of the Lord,
even in a helpless condition or with-
out desiring to do so, all the reactions
of his sinful life depart, just as when a
lion roars all the small animals flee in
fear.” (Garuda Purana)

[ want to improve. I want to avoid
offenses and chant with attention and
devotion. But even when my rascal
mind roams out of control, the holy
name reigns supreme. I chant with
this faith: “If a person unaware of the
effective potency of a certain medi-
cine takes that medicine or is forced
to take it, it will act even without his
knowledge because its potency does
not depend on the patient’s under-
standing. Similarly, even though one
does not know the value of chanting
the holy name of the Lord, if one

| chants knowingly or unknowingly, the

chanting will be very effective”
(Bhagavatam 6.2.18-19).

When I gave special attention to
my chanting by raising the quota, the
results were unspectacular. But rather
than dwell on my own inadequacy;, I
turned to the scriptures and I began to
feel grateful for the gift Srila Prabhu-
pada has given us. Srila Prabhupada
writes, “We had fallen into abomi-

| nable lives as meat-eaters, drunkards,

and woman-hunters who performed
all kinds of sinful activities, but now
we have been given the opportunity
to chant the Hare Krsna mantra.
Therefore, we should always appreci-
ate this opportunity” (Bhagavatam
6.2.34).

I found it helpful to remember the
personal mercy of Srila Prabhupada,
who had saved me from a suicidal
course. Prabhupada himself did not

| take credit. He said it was the mercy

of the holy name, which he brought to
us on the order of his spiritual master.



Nevertheless, I received that gift from
my spiritual master. As an attempt to
repay him (guru-daksina), I will go on
chanting and telling others about the
chanting. When people ask me how I
feel when chanting, I may admit that I
feel dry due to my offenses against
the holy name. But I will also point
out that the medicine of the holy
name is working.

Spending extra time trying to im-
prove my chanting has convinced me
that I have a lot of work to do, and
that this is the most important area of
my practice. As taught by Lord Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu, the chanting of
Hare Krsna is the best and only
means for deliverance of all souls in
Kali-yuga, the present degraded age.

Since this chanting is so important to
Lord Caitanya and to Srila Prabhu-
pada, how can I dare neglect it? The
holy name is the most munificent
person, Krsna, who is eagerly waiting
to give us all the benefits of His direct
association. Faith in God, purity of
heart, and ultimately love of God are
all direct results of proper chanting of
the holy names.

So as stated in the Caitanya-

| caritamrta (Adi-lila 8.28), “As a result

of chanting the Hare Krsna maha-
mantra, one makes such great
advancement in spiritual life that
simultaneously his material existence
terminates and he receives love of
Godhead. The holy name of Krsna is
so powerful that by chanting even one

LORD KRSNA’S CUISINE

COOKING CLASS: LESSON FOUR

name, one very easily achieves these
transcendental riches.”

We have all heard similar powerful
and inspiring statements from the
scriptures about the glories of the holy
name. It is good to accept them as
axiomatic, regardless of our own limits

| in spiritual experience. But that is not

enough. Chanting is worth working on
so that the day will come when not
only will we quote the scriptures as a
matter of policy but we will say with
full conviction, “Chant Hare Krsna,
and your life will be sublime.”

Satsvarapa Dasa Goswami is the author
of more than two dozen books, includ-
ing a six-volume biography ofSri{a
Prabhupada.

Introduction to Dal: Badi—

Sun-Dried Legume Nuggets

by Yamuna Devi

I WAS AWAY FROM MY COLUMN
last issue, but I'm glad to be back.
Continuing on with our study of dal,
I'll open with a story.

November 1970. The large iron
key, sent by registered post, fell heavy
onto the sandstone roof of Delhi
Dharmashala. Ten hands darted to
retrieve it. We passed it around
respectfully, knowing that it was our
passport into Vrndavana, Lord
Krsna’s eternal abode, whose counter-
part in this world lay only ninety miles
south.

Srila Prabhupada’s hand-written
note that came with it told our small
group to travel to Vrndavana and
clean his quarters in the Radha-
Damodara temple compound. The
rooms had been vacant for two years.
He described them as two rooms—a
kitchen and a bedroom-study—
separated by a veranda. These rooms
were his eternal quarters in Vrnda-
vana, he wrote. They had been his

residence just before he had come to
the West and introduced Krsna con-

sciousness. With great eagerness we

made arrangements for our first visit
to Vrndavana.

The gray wooden door to the
kitchen swung open slowly, iron
hinges groaning from disuse and the
weight of the door. Shafts of sunlight
shone through carved window
shutters and fell on shades of silvery
grey. The scene was like a still life
from a previous century. Every
surface was coated with two inches of
powdery Vrndavana sand that
obliterated corners and angles and
made all forms look ethereal.

Sweltering in ninety-degree heat,
we took hours to remove bucket after
bucket of sand. It was late afternoon
by the time we could inspect the
contents of the kitchen. The equip-
ment was sparse—spoons, metal
plates, two clay jugs for water, an iron
griddle for capatis, a bowl-shaped
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karai frying pan, and a Bengali knife,
the kind that’s held between one’s feet
for cutting vegetables. A pair of
reading glasses and a paper notebook
rested alone in a tiny niche in the
wall.

The shelf for dry goods was empty
save for a few jars of spices and one
jar with a screw-on lid. The contents
of this jar were strange to us—rock-
hard golden dollops the size and
shape of Hershey’s chocolate kisses.
Curious to know what they were, I set
the jar aside for later. By the time
we’d finished washing everything,
evening was upon us.

Leaving the temple, we crossed

| paths with Sarajini Devi, a longtime

Vrndavana resident who had some-
times helped Srila Prabhupada in his
cooking by shopping, building coal
fires, or washing dishes. I showed her
the jar and asked about its contents.
With a toothy grin she answered,
“Miung badi, miing badi, one of



Bhaktivedanta Swami’s favorites,
especially with potatoes in a soup.”

Delighted with the information, I
was eager to learn how it was made
and everything else about badi.

With a letter of introduction, the
next day we called on Dr. O. B. L.
Kapoor, one of Srila Prabhupada’s
Godbrothers. During our pleasant
visit, I asked about ming badi and
showed him the jar. He explained that
badi was made from wet-ground
legume pastes, seasoned, shaped, and
dried until brittle. He then ushered us
into his kitchen and showed us three
homemade varieties: miing badi with
green chilies; spicy irad badi, Punjabi
style; and miing badi with tomato
mixed with irad badi with pepper-
corns.

On the spot I got a detailed lesson
on how they are made and stored and
several ideas for usage. Dr. Kapoor
insisted we stay for lunch, featuring a
badi dish. The meal included fresh
wheat capari flatbreads, a yogurt
salad, and a dish we called “Vrnda-
vana Badi Sabji.”

Which brings us to the present.
Badi, also called warian and wadi, is
India’s equivalent to TVP, textured
vegetable protein. Aside from adding
toothsome texture to a dish, it is a fat-
free protein source with varied flavor.

INDIA’S

THROUGH ASSOCIATION with the
Hare Krsna movement, many people
move into its temples and significantly
change their way of life. Some make
their home into a temple, and others
go to the Sunday feast every week.
Still others give time, money, and
energy to various projects.

People come to the Krsna con-
sciousness movement even though it
doesn’t offer them monetary or other
material compensation. The move-
ment’s leaders never promise that if
you become a devotee the movement
will send your kids through college or

It is easy (though time-consuming) to
make at home, and you can freeze it
for up to one year. The good news for

| busy cooks is that badi is available

ready-made at larger Indian grocery
stores.

Aside from badi’s traditional use in |

Indian cuisine, I have added pan- |

by Krsna Smarana Dasa

toasted badi bits to everything from |
chili to potato salad to taco stuffing to
Spanish rice.

Try the following recipe. To
experiment further with the versatility
of badis, check the index in Lord
Krishna's Cuisine or The Best of Lord
Krishna’s Cuisine and work through
several more dishes. Then come up
with a few creations of your own.

VRNDAVANA
POTATO-BADI STEW
(Serves 6)

For an everyday meal, Sunday
brunch, or company dinner, try this
dish with flame-toasted capati flat
breads and a salad.

| cup yellow miing badi

2 tablespoons ghee or cold-pressed
corn oil

2 tablespoons grated ginger root

1 teaspoon cumin seed

' teaspoon turmeric

HERITAGE

pay your mortgage. No. Still, people
take to Krsna consciousness, some-
times leaving behind luxurious lives.
Why do people all over the world
from all walks of life join the Hare
Krsna movement? What inspires

| them to do so? What is the secret?

My first glimpse of this secret came
in 1983, on Janmastami, the appear-
ance day of Lord Krsna. One of my
friends coaxed me to go to the
Atlanta Hare Krsna temple. Even as
we approached the temple, I was
attracted by the sweet sound of the
drums and karatalas (small cymbals).
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/s teaspoon cayenne, or as desired
4 medium-size tomatoes (about
I pound), chopped
3 medium-size potatoes, peeled
and cut into Y-inch cubes
6 cups water
Y4 cup chopped cilantro or
parsley
salt and pepper

Crush the badi into roughly Y-inch
bits. Heat the ghee or oil over moder-
ate heat in a heavy casserole. Add
the badi and pan-fry until lightly
browned. Remove with a slotted
spoon and set aside.

Add the ginger and cumin and fry
them until the seeds darken a few
shades. Stir in the turmeric, cayenne,
and tomatoes. Cook, stirring occa-

| sionally, until slightly pulpy, about 10

minutes.

Add the badi, potatoes, water, and
half the herbs. Reduce the heat to
low, cover, and cook about 30 min-
utes, until the potatoes are tender.
Add the remaining herbs, season with
salt and pepper, and set aside covered
for 10 minutes before serving.

Yamuna Devi is the author of Lord

Krishna’s Cuisine: The Art of Indian
Vegetarian Cooking and is a regular
contributor to The Washington Post.

My steps quickened to the temple
room—packed and utterly captivating!
The devotees, absorbed in the chant-
ing, danced in a circle.

I watched a tall devotee with glasses
(Parampara Dasa)—he had a smile
from ear to ear. Every now and then he
would raise his arms high in the air and
lose himself in the kirtana. How happy
he looked! I was moved by his expres-
sion of joy and devotion.

After some time the kirtana ended,

| and the next item—reading from Krsna

book—brought back old memories.
My thoughts went back to my



I’d been a victim of false propaganda
by newspapers, movies, and people who had no clear idea
of the Hare Krsna movement. This negative bias
was soon to give way to a genuine respect for the devotees,
who were truly representing the Vedic culture.

heritage. [ was born and raised in a
large family, rich in the tradition of
the Sri Vaisnava Sampradaya, and my
parents had taught me how to cele-
brate religious occasions such as
Janmastami. We'd decorate the house
with flowers, ghee lamps, and other
items. My mother would draw tiny
pairs of footprints with rice flour from
the entrance doorstep to the altar to
show the way for baby Krsna. We'd
recite prayers and read Krsna stories
till late at night.

We’d also sing songs about Krsna.
My father would make a huge offer-
ing to Krsna of fruits, sweets, savories,
vegetables, rice, condensed milk, and
many other delicacies. Finally, we’d
have the arati, and my mother and
sisters would sing.

I never expected this in a Hare
Krsna temple. The devotees did
everything strictly in accordance with
the Vedic standards I'd been used to.
And what devotion they had for
Krsna! So powerful that in a flash my
long-forgotten training came lucidly
back to my mind.

I'd been a victim of false propa-
ganda by newspapers, movies, and
people who had no clear idea of the
Hare Krsna movement. This negative
bias was soon to give way to a genuine
respect for the devotees, who were
truly representing the Vedic culture.

After I got married in 1987, my
wife and I began visiting the temple
more, and I was increasingly
impressed by the devotees. They
reminded me of my own early
spiritual upbringing, which I had
rejected in favor of satisfying my
materialistic goals.

The Hare Krsna temple became
our favorite place. We’d go there
almost every weekend. There I was

able to think of God peacefully. We

loved the prasadam, the kirtanas, the
Deities, the devotees, the books, the
morning programs, the classes. And
above all, we felt fortunate to be
getting a full dose of our own culture,

| which we had left behind long ago.

Who would have expected that the
Hare Krsnas would perfectly adopt
our culture and teach it again to us?
Years ago I had received spiritual
initiation into the Ramanuja Sam-
pradaya. [ had taken vows to practice

| regulative principles of devotional life

and try to remember Lord Narayana
in all my activities. But because of
dwindling spiritual association during
college, I eventually forgot.

The devotees, aware of the illusory
potency of the Lord, were sympathet-
ic and explained how I could fulfill my
earlier vows. They said Lord Cai-
tanya was giving me another chance
to taste the bliss of devotional service.

As we visited other ISKCON
temples, whether in the midst of the
bustling traffic of New York City or in
the quiet woods of North Carolina or
on the beaches of Miami, we found
the same mood of devotional service
to Krsna. Rising early in the morning,
the devotees went about their devo-
tional duties with great dedication.
Sometimes we felt the spiritual aura
for blocks around the temple.

Still, clouds of doubt would at
times hang over my head. In spite of a
good upbringing, I was having trouble

| maintaining my spiritual life. Yet

these devotees, even though born and
raised in a non-Vedic culture, seemed
easily able to follow the path of
bhakti-yoga. How was this possible?

I tried to rationalize in many ways.
Perhaps they were also more easily
prone to fall down. After all, this was
their newly discovered religion. So it
wasn’t surprising they were showing
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so much interest. They were like chil-
dren enjoying a new toy. Surely, I
surmised, in time they’d leave Krsna

| behind.

These doubts, and others like them,
scattered as I read and heard Srila
Prabhupada presenting the philosophy
of Krsna consciousness. His teachings

| followed right in line from Lord

Krsna, Brahma, Madhva, and Lord
Caitanya.

Besides the philosophy, I couldn’t
ignore the devotees’ deep commit-
ment to Krsna and Srila Prabhupada.
Nor could I ignore Krsna’s personal
reciprocation with His devotees. [ was
especially touched by the devotees’

| sincere efforts to spread Lord Cai-

tanya’s message. In return, I saw,
Krsna gave the devotees the strength
and intelligence to carry on with their
service.

I soon realized that trying to under-
stand the devotees’ secret by guessing
was like trying to taste honey by lick-
ing the jar. To understand would re-
quire humble submission. I'd have to

| go after the nectar like a bumble bee.

Soon my wife and I started chant-
ing the Hare Krsna maha-mantra
regularly, and our taste for devotional
service grew. We found that the Hare
Krsna temple provided a simple
method for satisfying our senses in the
service of Lord Krsna. Our senses
were no longer satisfied by materialis-
tic engagements. Gradually, by
hearing from the devotees, our con-
sciousness was becoming purified.
And we knew we were hooked by
Krsna. Whatever the secret, it didn’t
matter. We were going for it.

Today, as my appreciation for Srila
Prabhupada’s teachings keeps grow-

| ing, I'm able to understand the secret

of the Hare Krsna movement more
and more. Strictly following the Vedic



seriptures, Srila Prabhupada created
ISKCON, a society for devotees of
the Lord, to help them grow together
in spiritual life. Recognizing that
maya, illusion, is strong and the indi-
vidual soul tiny, Srila Prabhupada, out
of his great compassion, wanted to
give us a chance to go back to God-
head together. )

Even though the Sri Sampradaya is
much older than ISKCON, only
because ISKCON provided a society
of devotees in all parts of the world

was I able to carry on. I find that in _
ISKCON even weak devotees become |
fixed in devotional service quickly by

associating with strong devotees. Even
the beginning devotee is able to act on
the platform of purity and taste the
nectar of devotional service.

Lord Caitanya’s special oceanic
mercy can make anyone chant the
holy name of Krsna and dance in
ecstatic love of Krsna. He freely dis-
tributes the holy name to everyone.
And Srila Prabhupada is His specially
chosen devotee. Through the Hare

| Krsna movement Lord Caitanya is

pouring His mercy on all of us, with-

| out discrimination. This mercy is so

powerful it can flood the entire uni-
verse with Krsna-prema, love of God.

Perhaps this special mercy was what
I saw doing its work on that Janma-
stami day.

Krsna Smarana Dasa (Krishan V.

| Pagalthivarthi) earned his Ph.D. in
mechanical engineering from Georgia
Tech. After teaching at Georgia Tech,
he was senior research engineer for
Southwest Research Institute. Origin-
ally from South India, he and his wife,
Krsangi Devi Dasi, are disciples of
ISKCON leader Romapada Swami.
Krsna Smarana is now vice president
and development director of the
ISKCON temple in Houston, Texas.

WE SIT IN THE Calcutta Airport wait-
ing for an announcement, the flight
three hours late. The many ceiling
fans do little to refresh the air, pollu-
ted by cigarette smoke and hundreds
of bodies. My ten-year-old son and I
sit by a door, opened a crack but with
negligible effect. I talk with a blue-
saried nun from Puna who wishes us
the best in our spiritual journey. Then
I talk with a couple who supervise
testing for students seeking admission
to European and American schools.

Then, from an Indian gentleman,
the inevitable questions.

“Is this your son?”

“Yes, and we have a seventeen-
year-old son and a thirteen-year-old
daughter.”

“Are they also practicing Hare
Krsna?”

“Oh, yes.”

“Do you force them?”

[ take one of the last drinks from
my bottle of mineral water and lean
forward.

Force. Everyone wants to know if
we force. The devotees at our project
in Mayapur discussed this with me at
length, and here it is again. Our three
children certainly do not feel forced.
Yet we expect, and to some degree
require, their active and willing parti-

SCHOOLING KRSNA’S CHILDREN

“Do You Force Your Children?”

by Urmila Devi Dasi

cipation in our spiritual life, especially
the chanting of the Hare Krsna man-

| tra. But how can one require willing

participation? I've explained it count-
less times, and again I beg the Lord to
give me intelligence and the ability to
ignore the second-hand tobacco
smoke.

“I don't like the word force,” 1 say
at last. “Don’t parents ‘force’ their
children to brush their teeth and wear
clean clothes? Yet neither parents nor
children generally see this as force.
Why?”

“Well, we try to explain the
reasons.”

“Yes, and we set an example.”

*“And habit?”

“Yes, we try to develop spiritual
habits in the children. Of course,

| spiritual life and a love for Krsna’s
| mame are natural for the soul, so these

things are not externally imposed by
habit. But developing habits in chil-
dren brings them to take as natural
what is actually natural.”

“Like—you wake up early, right?”

“Yes, three-thirty. So to our chil-
dren that’s simply a normal time to
wake up. They see six o’clock as late.
In the same way, a normal person
likes clean air and clean lungs. Not

| like this room.”
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We both lean back, and my son

| Kesava continues to chant on his
| beads.

*“Mata,” he asks me, “I want to see
if I can leave this area and walk
around the airport.”

S

I turn to the gentleman. “It may
sometimes appear that we demand
things of the children, but the point is
to awaken their natural attraction for
Krsna. It’s like training children to
brush their teeth regularly so they’ll
come to feel uncomfortable with an

| unclean mouth.”

My acquaintance is satisfied and
turns to his newspaper.

Just how do we instill in our chil-
dren love for spiritual life? First, we
should surround them with spiritual
activities, especially the chanting of
the Hare Krsna mantra, and protect
them from all opportunities to grow
fond of the modes of passion and
ignorance. These precautions won't
| narrow children. Doing these things is

as reasonable as surrounding children
with a clean house and getting rid of
dirt from clothes, floors, and furni-
ture. Letting children live with dirt
won't broaden them.

We sit our children by us when we
chant, and we expect them to chant



too, just as we put clean clothes in
their drawers and expect them to
wear them. We teach our children the
Hare Krsna mantra, show them how
to finger the beads and play musical
instruments. and guide them daily, as
much as we check every day to see if
they're dressed for the weather or
have finished their chores.

It’s easy to understand how to
teach the mechanical, external
aspects, but is it even possible to teach
the internal, the feelings?

Just by teaching the externals, of
course, we give a powerful yet subtle

message: “This is important.” For

NOT SO LONG AGO I wrote a col-

umn—I don’t know if you’ll remember

it—about “Mr. Sex-Is-Great.” I got
some funny feedback about that. Just
last night I gave a class in Baltimore
on the same subject—and [ got the
same response:

People say I'm messing up their
self-esteem.

They say that when you stress how
the body is a tourniquet of pain, a
bowl of blood and bones . . . when you
stress the stupidity of being attracted
to the opposite sex . . . when you point
out the insanity of seeking protection
in material relationships . . . they say
this makes people get all downcast
and negative about themselves.

And when I sometimes hear even
devotees say this, it freaks out my
brain.

Why do people object to a plain
statement of facts? The body is a
vehicle of torture, and to get involved
in material love affairs is stupid. This
is basic reality. If that hurts us to hear,
we're out of touch.

Yeah, you might find what I say
more comfy if I put the whole thing in
sofa-cushion words or pad it with New
Age fluff. Then what’s being said will
be vague, and even if we're fuzzy
about what it means, we can all pre-
tend we agree.

STRAIGHT TALK

Self-Esteem

by Bhakta Vic of 108

example, when a mother, during her
japa chanting time, always insists that
her young child play quietly, the child
realizes the seriousness with which his
mother approaches her chanting. So
the child will naturally imitate.
Beyond that, one can set the exam-

| ple of a deep commitment to spiritual

perfection throughout one’s life. The
children should see that this is a joyful
commitment, free from hypocrisy and
self-righteousness. The children need

| to be inspired by regularly hearing the
| philosophy of Krsna consciousness.

And, finally, we can pray to Krsna,
who 1s in the heart of our children, to

I'd rather be blunt and make sure I
make my point.

Anyway, why such a pained
response? Neither my article nor my
class stressed the “negative” aspects
of the body. My main theme was
positive: that loving Krsna is the way
to solve all problems. But as soon as
| you mention something negative
| about the body, everything else you

say is forgotten. Why is that?

Again and again I was told that
“harping™ on the yukky facts about
this body and this world will make

| people get all twisted and sullen. But
one simple thing is being overlooked,
so simple it’s totally basic—as in the
most basic:

You're not this body. You’re not of
this world.

If hearing the bad news about the
body and world gets you down on
yourself, it’s because you still think
| the body is your self and that you're
| part of this world.

I'm not at all against self-esteem.
But the point is: You can’t get genuine
self-esteem from something that ain’t
your self.

Being real “happy” with “who you
are” (in other words, with your body
and mind) . . . smiling all peachy and
being “positive” about the material

I world . . . It’s a hallucination, a drug.
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reveal His glories to them.

With this program and the mercy of
Lord Krsna, as our children mature
they will voluntarily choose to work for
the ultimate treasure, love of God.

Urmila Devi Dasi became a disciple of
Srila Prabhupada in 1973. She has been
involved in ISKCON education for the
last seven years, primarily as the princi-
pal of the Detroit gurukula. She recently
moved with her husband and their three
children to the ISKCON community in
Hillsborough, North Carolina, where
she is working to establish a model of
spiritual education.

You can put fancy makeup over the
ugly facts, but don’t expect it to last
through the hard cold shower of reality.

The body stinks, to be attached to it
is dumb, and we’re torturing ourselves
if we're prolonging our petty material
relationships. Finessing these facts
won’t make us feel good. It’ll wind us
up getting our faces slammed against
the dark sidewalk of ignorance. Can
we pretend it’s not true?

I'm not chopping down self-esteem.
What I'm down on is false esteem. Real

| self-esteem we want and need. Real

self-esteem comes from the real self.
Yes, this body is a cesspool. But I'm not
this body.

Who am I in the smiling land of

| Vrndavana? What unique artistic tal-

ents will [ engage in loving worship of
the lotus feet of Sri Sri Radha-Krsna-
candra? Will my singing voice charm
Them? Will I dance with grace and
enthusiasm, delighting the unlimited

| spiritual minds of the divine couple?

I am the dear servant of the servant
of the most wonderful loving persons
in existence. That is self-esteem.

Anything else is self-deception.

Bhakta Vic of 108 joined the Hare Krsna

| movement about two years ago. He and

his band (called 108) are based at
ISKCON's temple in Washington, D.C.



MY FAMILY AND I spend a few
minutes each morning memorizing
Sanskrit verses, or slokas. One of us
recites a §loka line by line, and the
rest of us repeat. We've followed this
simple practice for a year now, and
already I can see some good effects.
Our home is becoming more spiritual-
ized, more “Krsna-ized.”

Srila Prabhupéda explains in
Bhagavad-gita As It Is that the prac-
tices of Krsna consciousness respiri-
tualize us. A transcendental flow of
sound in the form of mantras can ani-
mate our spiritually inert minds.

The Hare Krsna maha-mantra is
the chief of all mantras. And the
verses of the Bhagavad-gita and
Srimad-Bhagavatam are all consi-
dered mantras. Krsna’s own words
and the descriptions of His qualities
and activities are on the same abso-
lute platform as Krsna Himself. They
are therefore known as sabdabrahma,
transcendental sound.

Learning verses helps us remember |

Krsna at various times of the day.
When the moon floats in the sky or
the sun rises, we can remember,
prabhasmi sasi-sarayah: “1 am the
light of the sun and the moon”
(Bhagavad-gita 7.8). When we drink
—raso ham apsu kaunteya: 1 am the
taste of water” (Bhagavad-gita 7.8).
When we cook—patram puspam
phalam toyam yo me bhaktya pray-
acchati: “1f one offers Me with love
and devotion a leaf, a flower, fruit, or
water, [ will accept it.” (Bhagavad-gita |
9.26). When we go to work—karmany
evadhikaras te ma phalesu kaddcana:
“You have a right to perform your _
prescribed duty, but you are not enti- |
tled to the fruits of work” (Bhagavad- |
gita 2.47). Or when our mind feels
disturbed—asamsayam maha-baho
mano durnigraham calam/ abhydsena
tu kaunteya vairagyena ca grhyate: O
mighty-armed son of Kunti, it is
undoubtedly very difficult to curb the

|
restless mind, but it is possible by '

BHAKTI-YOGA AT HOME

Mantras in Your Home

by Rohininandana Dasa

suitable practice and by detachment”
(Bhagavad-giia 6.35).

Lord Krsna in the form of sound
can be with us in all phases of our life.
Krsna is already with us, but we have
lost touch with Him. Learning verses
is an effective way to remember Him
again.

Learning verses will also help us
become purified of the muddy cover-
ing of Maya, the goddess of illusion,
who uses her charms to distract us

from life’s purpose of spiritual perfec-
tion. Maya allures everyone in gross
and subtle ways. TV, music, football,
computers, sex, gossip, a new moun-

| tain-bike, the beauty of nature—all

these temporary shadows of reality

| are apt to distract us from our eternal

connection with Krsna. But the
challenge of learning a new verse will
help our wandering mind concentrate
on something real and strengthen our
ability to distinguish reality from

Getting Into Mantras

Vaisnava Verse Book
Compiled by Rohininandana
Dasa. 438 pages. Softbound.

In the US and Canada order from:
Vaishnava Scholarly Press
P.O. Box 3414
Merrifield, VA 22116

Price: $21 (includes postage)

Outside the U.S.:
BBL Distribution Services
PO. Box 324
Borehamwood,
Herts. WD6 1NB, England
Price: £10.95 (includes postage)

Audiocassettes by Prabhupada
Chanting Bhagavad-gita:
Tape 1, Bg. 1.1-5.20

Tape 2, Bg. 5.2-11.27

Chanting Caitanya-caritamria
Tape 1., Adi-lila, Vol. 2,

Chapters 7-10
Tape 2, Adi-lila, Vol. 2,
Chapters 10-13

Price: $2.75 each
Postage: US orders add $2. :
Outside US add 15%. Send postal |
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money order, cashier’s check, or
bank draft to:
The Bhaktivedanta Archives
P.O. Box 34453,
Los Angeles, CA 90034
USA

Audiocassettes by Dravida Dasa

Srila Prabhupada’s Favorite
Bhagavatam Verses
Sanskrit and English, with
tamboura accompaniment.
One 90-minute cassette. $5.

Bhagavad-gita:

Sanskrit and English
All 18 chapters (verses only),
with tamboura accompaniment.
Four cassettes in vinyl album:

$18.

Prices include postage for US
orders and surface mail to other
countries.

In Europe, add 20% for air-

| mail; in the Far East and Austra-
| lia, 50%.

Send check or money order
made out to Thomas Doliner, 1380

| Garnet Ave., Suite E-270, San
| Diego, CA 92109.

Free catalog available.



illusion. Through the eyes of scripture
(sastra-caksuh) we'll see the world for
what it is.

Learning verses is fun, too. As a
family, we have a lot of fun quizzing
one another and bringing verses into
our conversations.

Srila Prabhupada wanted his
followers to learn verses. The verses
he learned as a child proved useful in
his preaching later on. And your chil-
dren too, by learning some verses, will
later in life be able to draw upon a
storehouse of essential knowledge in
concise form.

The Vedic culture is preserved
mainly through sound. So the Krsna
consciousness movement, through
sound, is trying to establish spiritual

culture in every home. One way we
can take part in this great effort is by
being repositories of mantras. Our
attempt to understand Krsna con-
sciousness and spread it to others will
be enhanced when supported by the
sound of scripture.

You may be finding all this a bit
daunting. When you hear a class at a
temple or listen to a taped lecture by
Srila Prabhupada, you may sometimes
feel lost in a maze of unfamiliar verses
and unfamiliar words. But as you hear

| more, you'll pick up certain words
| that appear regularly. Besides the

names of Lord Krsna, you’'ll often
hear words like karma, jiiana, bhakti,
tattva, jiva, and dharma. As these
words become familiar, your knowl-

edge will expand until you feel at
ease reading Srila Prabhupada’s books
or hearing him or his devotees speak.

If you have a big block about San-
skrit, it’s fine to simply learn the
verses—or at least the ideas—in
English. The pure sound of the San-
skrit language has benefit, but as Srila
Prabhupada explained, the thoughts
behind the language are its most
important feature.

Somehow or other, add mantras to
your life.

Rohininandana Dasa lives in southern
England with his wife and their three
children. Write to him at Woodgate
Cottage, Beckley Nr. Rye, E. Sussex
TN31 6UH, UK.

I’'VE TALKED ABOUT how farming
declines when leaders make it hard
for would-be farmers to get land. And
even when the U.S. government made
land easier to get, eventually cow
slaughter and centralized agriculture
made it nearly impossible for the
small farmer to make a living.

Now let’s look at the recent history
of China, where the government gave
farmers their own land and where
farmers, by tradition, protected
working oxen. Though I don’t con-
done the extreme methods China
used to change from centralized to
family farming, a look at the history is
informative.

Between 1949 and 1952, the new
Communist regime took about forty-
four percent of China’s arable land
from rich farmers and landlords and
gave it to poor and landless peasants.
Most of the land became family farms
of about equal size. This land reform
inspired farmers to work harder, and
grain yields went up quickly.!

By keeping some form of cow
protection and putting farmers on the
land, China improved the life of mil-
lions of its citizens. But two develop-
ments undermined self-sufficient

family farming: farm families gradu-
ally lost their land to collectivized
production, and the Chinese became
more willing to kill bulls for food.
Tractors replaced bulls. And for
tractor farming to pay off, landhold-
ings had to be larger.

More subtle but perhaps even

| more important, the efforts at land
| reform had nothing to do with God.

Unless one nurtures one’s essential
relationship with God, farm work can
quickly turn into drudgery. Then peo-
ple lose their enthusiasm. So they run
to jobs that pay them enough to buy
new pleasures for their senses. As

| modern China turns more and more

from the farm to the factory, she
repeats the experience of other coun-
tries that have shifted from farming to
industry—and the military. Consider
this report from Song, a small Chinese
village in the province of Henan:

Young people complain that there is
another problem with Song. There
is nothing to do here. “It’s terribly
boring here,” complained Chen
Yangmin, an 18-year-old native son.
“Everybody wants to leave. . .."” For
the young men of Song. the Army is
a major escape route.”
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THE LAND, THE COWS, AND KRSNA

The Farmer and Krsna

by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi

And this report from the province
of Guangdong:

One prosperous township brimming
with companies is Houjie, . . . which
has an official population of 75,000,
mostly peasants who used to wade
through surrounding rice paddies.
But it is also a temporary home to
more than 80.000 migrant laborers
who work on assembly lines in the
township’s 900 factories. “There was
nothing to do at home,” Yan Jimei,
a 20-year-old woman, said of her
village in nearby Guanzi Province.
“So I came here to look for a job.
Life’s much better here.”*

Simple Living, Simply Boring

In the end, you'll find it hard to
support yourself, sustain your farm, or
practice permaculture without high
thinking, or cultivating your eternal
bond with the Supreme Lord. Simple
living without high thinking is boring.

Seeing the misery caused when a
few people hoard wealth, the Chinese
Communists asked citizens to give up
their greed and take only their given
share. But if the search for pleasure is
part of human nature, it can’t be held
down forever. “Just say no” is a motto



Steven Petroff

that won’t work in the real world. As

Krsna Himself states, nigrahah kim
karisyati: “What can repression
accomplish?” Krsna explains that the
only lasting and effective way to get
past sense pleasure is to get a higher
taste. That higher taste comes from
devotional service to the Lord,
performed under the guidance of His
envoys the brahmanas (self-realized
souls).

Sustainable, self-sufficient farming,
therefore, calls for these three basics:
The farmer must have land, he must
protect and employ the cow and the
bull, and he must be guided by
qualified spiritual leaders.

Spiritual Leaders Ward Off Disaster

Spiritual leaders need a sound
understanding of the scriptures to
fulfill the role of reminding people of
the will of the Lord. If spiritual
leaders are unfit or not respected,
they can’t protect society.

For example, the Bible states,
“Thou shall not kill,” and even more
specifically, “He that killeth an ox
shall be as if he slew a man” (Isaiah
66.3). If early American spiritual
leaders had truly grasped what this
means, they could have warded off
widespread social and ecological
disaster—not to speak of senseless
cruelty to millions of animals. But

they didn’t. So farmers now find

I themselves boxed into unsustainable

corners, and machine-heavy coun-
tries face the likelihood of an agricul-

i tural collapse just a few years down

the road.

Spiritual Culture
Motivates the Farmer
But spiritual leaders can’t simply

| lay down prohibitions. *“You shall not
| raise cows for slaughter. You shall not
| waste grain to make beer . ..” Beyond
| that, spiritual leaders must help farm-

ers (and everyone else) come closer to
the Supreme Lord and find satisfac-
tion in devotional service.

This may sound abstract, so let me
give some examples from my experi-

| ence at Gita Nagari Farm and the way
| the Lord’s holidays are celebrated

there. Though each holiday has its
own special features, one of my favor-
ites is Govardhana Puja. It commem-
orates Krsna’s lifting Govardhana Hill
to shield the residents of Vrndavana
from a devastating rain.

Early in the day many guests arrive
to help make a huge feast for the
Lord. They bring vegetables and flow-
ers from their own gardens. Someone
mixes up a huge batch of oats, wheat-
flour, soymeal, and molasses, and the
children make several hundred sticky
molasses balls to feed the cows. Once
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Children
admire a
decorated ox
during the
annual
Govardhana
Piija festival at
Gira Nagari
Farm.

the kids are are all washed off, they run
to the barn to paint the cows with
bright-colored hand prints. One special
cow (often the milker’s favorite) is
decorated with golden hoofs and ankle
bells, a bright silk blanket, and a
feathered headdress. The whole barn is
done up with bright-colored streamers
and flags.

Back at the temple, the growing
number of feast-makers listen to
accounts of Krsna’s Govardhana
pastimes. Other guests help decorate
the ox-cart and the ox who will pull the
Deities of Sri Sri Radha-Damodara to
the barn to visit Their cows.

At last, as the chanting begins, the
Deities in Their new jewelled outfits
are placed onto the cart, and the ox
pulls up the road to the barn amid the
dancing and singing of the devotees.
The Deities tour the barn and see all
Their cows, to the constant chanting of
the kirtana party. Devotees then
worship the Deities and the cow with
incense, flowers, and water, just as
Krsna Himself did five thousand years
ago. As the ceremony ends, the
children dash for the boxes of molasses
balls and make sure each cow gets a
share (personal favorites get extra).

The ox-cart procession returns to
the temple. Soon the time comes to
worship Krsna holding up Govardhana
Hill. At Gita Nagari the hill takes the



form of a large mound of sweet, but-
tery halava, adorned with candy rocks,
bushes, and streams, and even candy
snakes. After the guests sing and walk
around the hill, they get to eat pieces
of it. Finally, everyone enjoys a great
feast that’s been offered to the Lord.

From year to year, devotees add
new features to this wonderful cele-
bration of Krsna’s pastime among the
cows and cowherds of Vrndavana.
Sometimes devotees compete in saw-
ing firewood and in other games.
Sometimes the ox-workers read to the
Deities from a notebook listing ser-
vices the oxen have done during the
year.

The festival calls for a lot of extra
work. At the end of the day, everyone
is physically exhausted but spiritually
refreshed and satisfied.

No mundane festival can match the |

natural simplicity and beauty of spiri-

IN A RECENT BOOK REVIEW in
Scientific American, Harvard evolu-
tionist Stephen Jay Gould points out
that many scientists see no contradic-
tion between traditional religious
beliefs and the world view of modern
science. Noting that many evolution-
ists have been devout Christians, he
concludes, “Either half my colleagues
are enormously stupid, or else the
science of Darwinism is fully compat-
ible with conventional religious
beliefs—and equally compatible with
atheism, thus proving that the two
great realms of nature’s factuality and
the source of human merality do not
strongly overlap.™

The question of whether or not
science and religion are compatible
frequently comes up, and Gould him-
self points out that he is dealing with
it for the “umpteenth millionth time.”
It is a question to which people are
prone to give muddled answers. Defi-
nitions of God and God’s modes of
action in the world seem highly elas-

tual festivals held in a country setting.
A festival for anything other than the
Supreme Lord and His pastimes can
never give the same satisfaction.
Krsna is in the heart of all living
beings, even the cows and plants, and
He can reciprocate in a personal way
no one else can come close to. Devo-

| tional service is Krsna’s internal
| potency for pleasure, so nothing can

match the pleasure of serving Him.

The spiritual pleasure a person
feels by serving the Lord in a festival
like this is not like the pleasure one
gets from watching television or tak-
ing intoxicants. It’s more like the
pleasure of drinking cool spring water
on a hot day. The pleasure we get
from serving Krsna is a pure pleasure
we need to survive.

And if we can’t get real pleasure
from serving Krsna, we may have to

| slave away in a hellish factory to get

tic, and the desire to combine scien-
tific theories with religious doctrines
has impelled many sophisticated peo-
ple to stretch both to the limit. In the
end, something has to give.

To help us locate the snapping
point, let’s look at what a few scien-
tists have said about God.

Dr. John A. O’Keefe, a NASA
astronomer and a practicing Catholic,
has said, “Among biologists, the
feeling has been since Darwin that all
of the intricate craftsmanship of life is
an accident, which arose because of
the operation of natural selection on
the chemicals of the earth’s shell. This
is quite true. ...”?

O’Keefe accepts that life devel-
oped on earth entirely through
physical processes of the kind envi-
sioned by Darwin. He stresses, how-
ever, that many features of the laws of
physics have just the right values to
allow for life as we know it. He con-
cludes from this that God created the

| universe for man to live in—more
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SCIENCE: THE VEDIC VIEW

On Godand Science

by Sadaputa Dasa

money to buy some plastic unsatisfy-
ing pleasure. This is an important
lesson not only for China but for every-
one else too.

NOTES

1. “What’s Next in Chinese Agriculture?”
Macroeconomics: Principles & Applica-
tions, by Robert P. Thomas (Dryden
Press, 1990), p.780.

2. “Far from Tiananmen: Color TV and
Contentment,” Nicholas D. Kristof,
The New York Times, 7 Oct 1990,

3. “Free-Market ‘Dragon’ Gains in the
Fight for China’s Soul,” Nicholas D.
Kristof, The New York Times, 26 March
1992.

Hare Krsna Devi Dasi has been an
ISKCON devotee since 1978. She spent
several years on the Gita Nagari Farm
in Pennsylvania. She now lives in
Maine. Her address: 9B Stetson St.,
Brunswick, ME 04011.

precisely, God did this at the moment
of the big bang, when the universe
and its physical laws sprang out of
nothing.

To support this idea, O’Keefe
quotes Pope Pius XII, who said in his
address to the Pontifical Academy of
Science in 1951:

In fact, it would seem that present-
day science, with one sweeping step
back across millions of centuries,
has succeeded in bearing witness to
the primordial Fiat lux [“Let there
be light”] uttered at the moment
when, along with matter, there burst
forth from nothing a sea of light and
radiation, while the particles of
chemical elements split and formed
into millions of galaxies.?

Now this might seem a reasonable
union of religion and science. God
creates the universe in a brief mo-
ment; then everything runs according
to accepted scientific principles. Of
the universe’s fifteen-billion-year



It would seem that O’Keefe, Gingerich,
and Dyson are advancing religious ideas that are scientifically
unacceptable. Unacceptable because they propose
an extra-scientific story for events that fall in the chosen domain
of science: the domain of all real phenomena.

history, the first tiny fraction of a
second is to be kept aside as sacred
ground, roped off from scientific
serutiny. Will scientists agree not to
trespass on this sacred territory?

Certainly not. Stephen Hawking,
holder of Isaac Newton’s chair at
Cambridge University, once attended
a conference on cosmology organized
by Jesuits in the Vatican. The confer-
ence ended with an audience with the
Pope. Hawking recalls:

He told us that it was all right to
study the evolution of the universe
after the big bang, but we should
not inquire into the big bang itself
because that was the moment of
Creation and therefore the work of
God. [ was glad then that he did not
know the subject of the talk I had
Just given at the conference—the
possibility that space-time was finite
but had no boundary, which means
that it had no beginning, no
moment of Creation.*

Whether or not Hawking’s theory
wins acceptance, this episode shows
that science cannot allow any aspect
of objective reality to lie outside its
domain. We can get further insight
into this by considering the views of
Owen Gingerich of the Harvard
Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics.
In a lecture on modern cosmogony
and Biblical creation, Gingerich also
interpreted the big bang as God’s act
of creation. He went on to say that we
are created in the image of God and
that within us lie “a divine creative
spark, a touch of the infinite con-
sciousness, and conscience.™

What is this “divine spark™? Gin-
gerich’s words suggest that it is spiri-
tual and gives rise to objectively
observable behavior involving con-
science. But mainstream science

rejects the idea of a nonphysical con-
scious entity that influences matter.
Could *“divine spark™ be just another
name for the brain, with its behav-
ioral programming wired in by gene-
tic and cultural evolution? If this is
what Gingerich meant, he certainly
chose misleading words to express it.
Freeman Dyson of Princeton’s

Institute for Advanced Studies

arrived at ideas similar to those of
| Gingerich’s, but from a non-Christian
| perspective.

I do not claim that the architecture
of the universe proves the existence
of God. I claim only that the archi-
tecture of the universe is consistent
with the hypothesis that mind plays
an essential role in its functioning.
... Some of us may be willing to
entertain the hypothesis that there
exists a universal mind or world
soul which underlies the manifesta-
tions of mind that we observe. . . .
The existence of a world soul is a
question that belongs to religion
and not to science.”

Dyson fully accepts Darwin’s
theory of chance variation and
natural selection. But he also explic-
itly grants mind an active role in the
universe: “Our consciousness is not
just a passive epiphenomenon carried
along by chemical events in our
brains, but an active agent forcing the
molecular complexes to make choices
between one quantum state and
another.”” He also feels that the
universe may, in a sense, have known
we were coming and made prepara-
tions for our arrival.®

Dyson is verging on scientific
heresy, and he cannot escape from
this charge simply by saying he is

talking about religion and not science.

Quantum mechanics ties together
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| chance and the conscious observer.

| Dyson uses this as a loophole through
| which to introduce mind into the

| phenomena of nature. But if random

quantum events follow quantum
statistics as calculated by the laws of

| physics, then mind has no choice but
| to go along with the flow as a passive

epiphenomenon. And if mind can
make quantum events follow different
statistics. then mind violates the laws
of physics. Such violations are rejected
not only by physicists but also by
evolutionists, who definitely do not
envision mind-generated happenings
playing any significant role in the
origin of species.

It would seem that O’Keefe,

| Gingerich, and Dyson are advancing

religious ideas that are scientifically
unacceptable. Unacceptable because
they propose an extra-scientific story
for events that fall in the chosen
domain of science: the domain of all
real phenomena.

To see what is scientifically accept-
able, let us return to the remarks of

| Stephen Jay Gould. In his review in
| Scientific American, Gould says,

“Science treats factual reality, while
religion struggles with human moral-
ity.”” We can compare this to a state-
ment by the eminent theologian
Rudolf Bultmann: “The idea of God is
imperative. not indicative; ethical and
not factual.”"

The point Gould and Bultmann
make is that God has nothing to do
with facts in the real world. God is
involved not with what is but what
ought to be, not with the phenomena
of the world but people’s ethical and
moral values.

Of course, a spoken or written
statement of what ought to be is part
of what is. So if God is out of what is,
He cannot be the source of statements



about what ought to be. These must
simply be human statements, and so
must all statements about God. As it’s
put by Don Cupitt, Cambridge
philosopher of religion, “There is no
longer anything out there for faith to
correspond to, so the only test of faith
now is the way it works out in life.
The objects of faith, such as God, are
seen as guiding spiritual ideals we live
by, and not as beings.”"!

This may sound like atheism, and
so it is. But we shouldn’t stop here.
Human religious activity is part of the
factual world, and so it also lies within
the domain of science. While religious
people “struggle with morality,”
inquisitive scientists struggle to
explain man’s religious behavior—
unique in the animal kingdom—in
terms of the Darwinian theory of
evolution. This was foreshadowed by
a remark made by Darwin himself in
his early notes: “Love of the deity
effect of organization, oh you materi-
alist!”!? Religious ideas, including
love of God, must arise from the
structure and conditioning of the
brain, and these in turn must arise
through genetic and cultural evolu-
tion. Darwin himself never tried to
develop these ideas extensively, but in
recent years sociobiologists such as
Edward O. Wilson have.”

So is the science of Darwinism
fully compatible with conventional
religious beliefs? That depends on
one’s conventions. If by God you
mean a real spiritual being who
controls natural phenomena, even to
a slight degree, then Darwinism
utterly rejects your idea—not because
science empirically disproves it, but
because the idea goes against the
fundamental scientific program of
explaining all phenomena through the
laws of physics. Religious beliefs are
compatible with Darwinism only if
they hold that God is simply a human
idea having something to do with
moral imperatives. But if this is what
you believe, then instead of having
religious beliefs, you have “scientific”
beliefs about religion.

Judging from the theistic ideas of
O’Keefe, Gingerich, and Dyson,
many far-from-stupid scientists do
believe in God and Darwinism. But in
their efforts to combine truly incom-
patible ideas, they succumb to
enormously muddled thinking. And
so they commit scientific heresy in
spite of themselves. If one is at all
interested in knowledge of God, one
should recognize that such knowledge
is not compatible with mainstream
science, and in particular not with
Darwinism.

Advertisement
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Mayapur-Vrindavan Trust presents

Bhaktivedanta Ashram
Vrindavan Pilgrimage Village

A very special opportunity to have your place of residence in the Holy Dhama.

This new development is being built on one of the last large parcels
oflandin Raman Reti, directly behind the ISKCON Krishna-Balaram

Temple complex.

The beautifully landscaped two and a half acres of trees and gar-
dens will include brick walking paths, sandstone gazebos (chatris),
and a traditional Vrindavan-style village for your residence. All
maintained by a full staff of gardeners, maintenance men, and guards.

You can obtain a lifetime (betnam) license to these accommoda-
tions for pilgrimage use or retirement. Financing plans are available
with as low as 20% downpayment and low monthly payments from 3
to 7 years. Prices start at $4,500.

Limited availability: Direct all inquiries to The Secretary, Mayapur-
Vrindavan Trust, 1380 Garnet Avenue, Suite E-527, San Diego, CA
92109. Phone: (619) 483-8854.
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SIX TREATISES

OF
SRILA

JIvA GOSVAMI

— AN OVERVIEW ——

by Satya Narayana Dasa and Kundali Dasa

INTRODUCTION

L

RILA PRABHUPADA considered | [
the Sat Sandarbhas (Six Trea- | |
tises)the most scholarly and ex- |

acting of all texts on the philosophy of |
Krsna consciousness. They put for- |

ward a rigorous analysis of Srimad-

Bhagavatam. In this first installment of |

a seven-part series on the Sandarbhas, | |4

we shall give some background on the |
life of the author. Further, so that read- |

ers can better appreciate why the need
arose for such an exacting work, we
shall also give a sketch of the main
philosophical systems of India.
Whoever hankers for a precise and
flawless presentation of theology can
find it in the Sandarbhas. In describing
the transcendental abode of God and
how its intricate affairs are conducted,
the Sandarbhas go deeply into detail,
leaving hardly a query or doubt left
unanswered. No loose ends, no nettle-
some inconsistencies. For the author,
St Jiva Gosvami, leaves nothing to
chance. Indeed, in the nearly five hun-
dred years since the Sandarbhas were
written, no one has attempted to refute
them, and no one seems ready to try.

Srila Jiva Gosvami
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Jiva Gosvamiwas bornin 1511 in the

| village of Ramakeli in Bengal. Anu-

pama, his father, a sold-out pure devo-
tee of Lord Ramacandra, passed away

while Jiva was still young.

When Lord Caitanya visited Jiva’s

| uncles, Ripa and Sanatana, Jiva was

four or five years old. Later, when his
uncles left Ramakeli for Vrndavana,

| Jiva went to Navadvipa, Bengal, where

he met Lord Caitanya’s associate Lord

| Nityananda. Jiva was only fourteen.
| Lord Nityananda took him on what

became the first pilgrimage tour encir-
cling Navadvipa. Afterwards the Lord
sent Jiva to join his two uncles in
Vrndavana.

On his way to Vrndavana Jiva went
first to Benares, which was and still is
one of the great seats of learning in
India. Jiva became a student of Madhu-
sidana Vacaspati, a renowned scholar
in many branches of Vedic knowledge.
This scholar is said to have been a
disciple of Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya,
whom Lord Caitanya had defeated and
converted in Jagannatha Puri.

Under Madhustdana Vacaspati’s
tutelage Jiva Gosvami quickly mastered
various Sanskrit grammars, the Vedas,
astrology. the six systems of philosophy,



Jiva Gosvami would compose a verse in its entirety
within his mind. Once he had it complete he would write
it down, and he never edited or changed it.

and other fields of scholarship. When
finished with his studies, Jiva went on to
Vrndavana, where he became the edi-
tor for his uncles, Ripa Gosvam1 and
Sanatana. Later he wrote commentar-
ies on some of their works and wrote
numerous other works as well.

Srila Jiva Gosvami was the most pro-
lific of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.
His books together are said to equal the
eighteen Maha-puranas.

His way of writing is worthy of men-
tion. He would compose a verse in its
entirety within his mind. Once he had it
complete he would write it down. It is
said that he composed and wrote so
rapidly that he would not wait for the
ink to dry on the page; he would write
the next verse on a new page while the
first page was drying. By the time he
finished the second verse, the first page
would be dry, and he would write the
third verse on the back of the first page.
Once he committed a verse to paper, he
never edited or changed it.
~ In beginning the Sat Sandarbhas,
Srila Jiva Gosvami says that another of
the Gosvamis, Srila Gopala Bhatta, com-
posed a work of this sort but did not
completeit. Jiva, therefore, for the plea-
sure of Rupa Gosvami and Sanatana,
set out to complete the task.

To appreciate his motive fully, we
need to knowsomething of India’s philo-
sophical development up to Jiva’s time,
which coincides with the Renaissance
in Europe.

Indian philosophy in the early six-
teenth century was quite developed,
compared to the philosophical tradi-
tions of the West. Even before Lord
Buddha, who appeared five hundred
years before Christ, Indian metaphys-
ics was already far ahead of what was
developing in Europe.

In India, philosophy is usually di-
vided along two main lines, theistic and
atheistic. Buddhistand Jain philosophy,
and the materialistic philosophy of
Carvaka Muni, are counted as atheistic

or unorthodox because they do not ac-
cept the Vedas. The Vedas are com-
monly accepted by their adherents as
having originally emanated from God,
not from any imperfect human intellect
or speculative source. So in the Indian
tradition any system of thought not
grounded in the Vedas, even if it in-
cludes belief in God or gods, is auto-
matically counted as atheistic.

Opposingthe three atheisticsystems,
then, are the six theistic systems, which
do accept the Vedas. These six systems
are as follows:

1. Sarikhya. The central idea in this
system s that aliving being can become
free from ignorance by understanding
the twenty-four elements that consti-
tute matter. (There are two types of
Sankhya philosophy—one theistic, the
other atheistic.)

2. Yoga. In this system, mind is the
cause of bondage and also the cause of
salvation. By meditation, one should
control the mind and thus transcend
matter. This system was propounded by
the sage Patanjali.

3. Nyaya. This is a system of logic. It
states that there are twelve knowables
and four means of knowing. With their
help one should understand ultimate

| reality and attain salvation. Nyaya was
| propounded by Gautama Muni.

4. Vaisesika. This system was devel-
opedbyasage called Kanada. He taught
thatthere are nine elements and twenty-

| four qualities and that understanding

these leads to self-realization.

5. Parva Mimarsa. The gist of this
system, taught by Jaimini, is that one
attains perfection by performing sacri-
fices according to the Vedic injunctions.

6. Uttara Mimarsa. This system is
more commonly known as Vedanta,
which means “the supreme end of
knowledge.” Its writings were compiled
by Vedavyésa, the guru of Jaimini. It
has two branches. In one, devotion 1s
the means to perfection. In the other,
one realizes oneself by understanding
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the all-pervading, impersonal Absolute
Truth.

Because certain of the systems com-
plement one another, the six systems
are generally paired into three groups.
Thus we have Sankhya and Yoga, Nyaya
and Vaisesika, and Purva Mimamsaand
Uttara Mimarmsa. Despite this arrange-
ment, however, the Uttara Mimarhsa,
or Vedanta-siitra, is widely accepted as
the apex of all six systems because it
deals exclusively with the Absolute
Truth. It does not concern itself with
any feature of the mundane world.

Originally the Vedas were too vast
for a person to study and assimilate in a
single lifetime, what to speak of dis-
cerning theirconclusion. Therefore Srila
Vyasadeva, the compiler of the Vedas,
summarized their essence in Sanskrit
sttras, terse codes. And so the Vedanta-
stitras, also known as the Brahma-siitras,
set forth the essence of Vedic wisdom.

Various thinkers have focused their
attention on understanding and explain-
ing the Vedanta-siitras through elabo-
rate commentaries. These commenta-
tors fall into two general categories
—Advaita-vadis and Dvaita-vadis.

The Advaita-vadis interpret the sii-
tras to mean that the Absolute Truth is
formless. Having no personal attributes,
the Absolute is an eternally conscious
but otherwise featureless state of exist-
ence, to which all variegated manifesta-
tions are inferior. This view held by the
Advaita-vadis is called the impersonal
conception. The favorite slogan of the
Advaita-vadis is brahma satyam jagan
mithya: impersonal reality is the only
truth, and all else is illusory or false.

Dvaita-vadis interpret the same sii-
tras to reach the opposite conclusion:
The Absolute Truth is a person. He has
a spiritual form and many variegated
attributes. The impersonal feature de-
scribed above is but the brilliant light
emanating from the transcendental
body of this Absolute Person, Lord Sri
Krsna. This is the personal conception



of the Absolute Truth.

Srila Vyasadeva himself has written
his explanation of Vedanta, the Srimad-
Bhagavatam. Therein he establishes that
the Absolute Truth is indeed a person.
All who come in the line of Srila
Vyasadeva, including Srila Jiva Go-
svami, accept, therefore, that the
Srimadthﬁga vatam is the natural and
authoritative commentary on the
Vedanta-sutras. 1t is the final word on
the matter, having flowed from the pen
of the original author. After all, who
could know the mind of Vyasa better
than Vyasa himself?

Yet the Sanskrit grammar of the
Bhagavatam is so complex that it lends
itself to being twisted in any number of
ways. Predictably, the members of the
impersonalist school have gone in for
such twisting.

To further complicate matters, the
personalist schools, of which there are
four, stand in broad agreement about
the personal nature of the Absolute
Truth yet differ on many fine details.
Hence the need arose for a thorough
going analysis of the §rimnd-Bhég—
avatam that could put to rest the many
thorny issues of interpretation.

Finally, five hundred years ago, Lord
Caitanya Mahaprabhu ordered His chief
followers, the six Gosvamis, to write
books about unalloyed devotion to the
Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Krsna. So the Gosvamis wrote many
books on the glories of pure devotional
service, giving from many angles of
vision the true purport of spiritual life.

Among these many texts, Srila Jiva
Gosvami's six analytical treatises on the
Srimad-Bhagavatam hold a special
place. In his introductory words, Srila
Jiva Gosvami says that he will now re-
veal the heart of Srila Vyasadeva. He
then proceeds to analyze the Bhaga-
vatam with such rigor that he leaves
little room for doubt: Srimad-Bhagava-
tam does reveal the highest feature of
the Absolute Truth, who is indeed a
person, and the identity of that person s

Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead.

The Sandarbhas are so profoundly
satisfying that no matter how many times
onemay have read the Bhagavatam and
relishedit,readingitagainin the light of
Jiva’sanalysis puts the experience on an
entirely different plane. It raises one to
new heights of spiritual relish and de-

light. A single reading should be enough
to convince one that Srimad-Bhagava-
tam is indeed a spotless revelation, with
not a tint of mundane ideas or futile
speculations.

As already mentioned, there are six
parts or books, each delving into a dif-
ferent aspect of the Bhagavatam phi-
losophy. First is the Tattva Sandarbha,
which has two divisions. In the first
division Srila Jiva Gosvami sets forth
the pramanas, or the epistemology of
the personalist school. Here he tackles
such questions as What are the means
of attaining knowledge? and What is
the evidence or proofin support of those
means? In the second division he gives
the prameya; that is, he explains the
object to be realized by knowledge.

Bhagavata Sandarbha is the second
book. Here Srila Jiva Gosvami speaks
about the Personality of Godhead, His
abode, and His associates. In the
Paramatma Sandarbha Srila Jiva tells
of the various Supersoul manifestations
of the Supreme Lord and describes how
the Supersoul is related with each indi-
vidual soul in the material world. Srila
Jiva also describes maya, or the exter-
nal potency of God.

In the Krsna Sandarbha Srila Jiva
shows that the form of Lord Sri Krsna is
the original Personality of Godhead and

explains why He is the object of loving |

devotional service. Then, in the Bhakti
Sandarbha, Jiva establishes the path of

| devotion as the sole means to direct

God realization. Finally, in the Priti
Sandarbha, he analyzes prema-bhakti,
devotional service in pure love of God,
and shows how it is the supreme goal of
life for all living beings.

In the next installment we shall give

a synopsis of parts one and two of the |

Tattva Sandarbha. D

Satya Narayana Dasa was born in a
family of devotees in a village between
Vrndéavana and Delhi. He holds a post-
graduate degree in engineering from the
Indian Institute of Technology. While
working in the United States as a com-
puter software consultant, he joined
ISKCON in 1981. He later received spiri-
tual initiation from ISKCON leader
Bhaktisvariipa Damodara Swami. He
now teaches Sanskrit at the Bhakti-
vedanta Swami International Gurukula
in Vrndavana and is translating the Sat
Sandarbhas.
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Kundali Dasa joined ISKCON in 1973
in New York City. He has taught Krsna
consciousness in the United States, In-
dia, the Middle East, and eastern and

| western Europe. He has wrilten many

articles for Back to Godhead and is now
editing Satya Narayana Dasa’s transla-
tion of the Sat Sandarbhas,

GENTERS
ARDUND THE WORLD

UPDATE

We printa full list of centers in the January and July issues,
and we send new subscribers the full list. In the other
issues, we print changes to the list. Here are the changes
since the last issue.

NEW LISTINGS

Kracow, Poland — ul. Ehrenberga 15, 31-309
Krakow/ Tel. +48 (12) 362885

Denver, Colorado, USA (dining place) —
Govinda's at ISKCON Denver

Timisoara, Romania — ISKCON, Porumbescu 92,
1900 Timisoara/ Tel. (40) 61 54776

Tucson, Arizona, USA (restaurant) —Govinda's at
ISKCON Tucson

Port Elizabeth, South Africa — 10 Skegnes Rd.,
Summerstrand/ Tel. +27 (41) 153-3353

Vancouver, Canada (restaurant) — The Hare
Krishna Place, 46 Begbie St., New Westminster

REVISED

San Francisco, California, USA (restaurant) —
Govinda's at ISKCON Berkeley/ Tel. (510) 644-
2077

San Francisco, California, USA —84 Carl St.,
94117 Tel. (415) 661-7320

Carriere, Mississippi, USA (New Talavan) —
phone: (601) 798-6623

Johannesburg, South Africa — 14 Goldreich St.,
Hillbrow 2001, (mail: P.0. Box 10667,
Johannesburg 2000}/ Tel. +27 (11) 484-3273

Mayapur, West Bengal, India —phone: +91
(34762) 218 or 213

Mulberry, Tennessee, USA (Murari-sevaka) —
phone: (615) 759-6888

Nairohi, Kenya — phone: +254 (05) 744365

New Delhi, India —replacing Greater Kailash
address is: Sant Nagar Main Road (Garhi),
behind Nehru Place Complex (mail; P.0, Box
7061, New Delhi 110 065)/ Tel. (011) 641-9701

or 2058
Osafia, Israel — P.0. Box 1105, Osafia 30090/ Tel.
+972 (04) 390342

North Sydney, Australia (temple & restaurant) —
180 Falcon St., N. Sydney, NSW 2060)/ Tel. (02)
959-4558

Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat, India —ISKCON,
Hare Krishna Land, 388120/ Tel. (02692) 30796

Weimar, Germany — phone: +49 (03643) 5954

Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India (farm)

Hardwar, U.P., India

San Francisco restaurant (new location: ISKCON
Berkeley)




COVER STORY

NATHDWARA |

GATEWAY TOTHELORD |

Lord Krsna in His enchanting form as the lifter of Govardhana Hill
draws thousands of pilgrims to one of India’s most popular temples.

A popular
Nathdwara
painting shows
Srinathaji
being wor-
shiped by
Vallabhacarya

and Yamunapi.
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elephants adorn the
main entrance of the
Srinathaji temple
(left). Below, pilgrims
and locals shop for
fresh produce in the
busy market.

ON PILGRIMAGE AT NATHDWARA
by Bhakti Vikasa Swami

photos by Maha-Visnu Dasa

°

N KALI-YUGA, the present age of
quarrel and hypocrisy, so many bad
qualities prevail, but when we
reached Nathdwara we found the quality
of devotion to Krsna still strong.
Nathdwara is in the Indian state of
Rajasthan, but most of the pilgrims who
come here are from the state of Gujarat,
whose border lies less than a hundred
kilometers away. So the mood in
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Nathdwara is very much influenced by
the Gujaratis.

Gujaratis have gone all over India
and all over the world, and they are a
very successful kind of people, especially
in business. Many are doctors, profes-
sors, and professionals. The Gujaratis
are a cultured, sophisticated people.
They are capable, modern, intelligent,
“withit,” but at the same time they have



their devotion to Krsna. It’s an insepar-
able part of Gujarati life. So Gujaratis
are sometimes said to be the most pious
people in the world.

In Nathdwara we find Gujaratis not

only from Gujarat but from Bombay |

(Gujaratis are the main business
community there), and also Africa,
England, and even America and
Canada. You see them everywhere in
the temples and on the streets, men
wearing silk kdrtas and chains of tulasi
and gold, and women in fine saris. The
people have fine features.

Gujaratis are also famous for
wonderful food, and this is reflected in
Nathdwara. This is a holy place, but
definitely not a place of austerity. Food
that has first been offered to Krsna is
called prasadam, and this article could
betitled “Nathdwara—Prasadam City.”
Nathdwara is famous for the Deity of
Srinathaji and maybe just as famous for
the prasadam of Srinathaji. I'll get back
to that later.

“All glories to Lord Krsna!”
Nathdwarais atown thatlivesaround

its Deity. It’s a small town. You'd find it

hard to say what the actual population

theirown food, and their own traditional
dress. And they’re deeply devoted to
Lord Srinathaji.

Early in the morning, a Rajasthani
milk seller calls out in a deep, gutsy
voice, “Jaya Sri Krsna. Jaya Vamsi-
dhari.” The high-powered devotion of
the Rajasthanis and the gentle devotion

| of the Gujaratis makes an interesting

is. When you ask people they give you |
differentideas,but Iwould guessaround |
twenty thousand, though there must be |

an equal or greater number of visitors.
Many of the people who live here are
priests, temple workers, and merchants
whosell flowers, fruit, and vegetables to
offer to the Deity. Then there are those
who sell prasadam and pictures of the
Deity, others who sell tape cassettes
with devotional songs, and others who
cater to the needs of pilgrims by pro-
viding hostels and hotels, buses, auto-
rikshas,andso on. Nathdwara hasevery-
thing a good-sized town should have,
butsomehow or othernearly everything
is connected with the Deity.

The standard greeting here is “Jaya
Sri Krsna!” (“All glories to Lord
Krsna!”) All about, you'll see written
the words “Jaya Sri Krsna!” Sometimes
you’llalsosee the mantraof the Vallabha
Sampradaya, s§r1 krsna saranam mama
(“Lord Sri Krsna is my shelter”). In
Nathdwara the Hare Krsna movement
is well known, so often people greet us
by saying “Hare Krsna!”

The Rajasthani villagers in Nath-
dwarastand outbrightly. They're alively,
robust people, with their own language,

contrast.

At quarter after five in the morning,
ashenaibandplaying overloudspeakers
calls everyone to the temple for
mangala-arati, the early-morning greet-
ing of the Lord. The band itself sits on
the arch above the main entrance to the
temple, playing musical instruments and
chanting. The sound creates a spiritual
atmosphere as you walk in.

Untilsome yearsago, foreigners were
not allowed into the temple, but now
they are. In any case, members of the
Hare Krsna movement have always
been welcome.

Getting to See the Lord

The arati starts at 5:30. The temple
doors open, and everyone just piles in.
They may be sophisticated businessmen
or whatever, but when it comes time to
see the Lord it’s “get in somehow or
other.”

The hall for darsana (seeing the
Deity) has a series of broad steplike
platforms gradually going higher toward
the back, as in a sports stadium. The
entrance is on one side and the exit on

| the other. Women enter toward the

front, men toward the back.

It’s pretty rough and tumble. The
templestaff at the doors and by the altar
in front constantly move people on,
saying, “Calo Ji!” (“Please keep mov-
ing”). The sevakas, or assistants, by the
altar hang onto ropes with one hand to
keep their balance and lean into the
crowd, waving cloth gamchas in the
other hand to whisk people on. Every-
one is moving, saying their prayers, and
at the same time being pushed and
shoved. But for a few seconds before
you get moved on you get a very nice,
close darsana of Srinathaji.

The self-manifested Deity of Sri-
nathaji appeared, it is said, from a big
rock on Govardhana Hillin Vrndavana.
Physically He appears as a bas-relief,
the front of His form emerging from the
stone. He is dressed with cloth wrapped
about Him in a stylish and pleasing

BACK TO GODHEAD
26

There’s always plenty of
activity outside the
temple, making it a great
place for shopkeepers
and newspaper-selling
sadhus.




manner. His dress
times throughout
here, as in most ¢ ajasthan, is

ferociously hot in the summer, cold in ’

the winter. So in summer He
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dwara. When I entered the temple yes-
terday, there was a big pile of chopped-
up logs for use in cooking for the Deity,
and people from the temple staff were
telling everyone to take it inside to the
kitchen. Seva karo: “Do service!” So
people were doingit. I also was fortunate
enough to get a chance to help.

And there’s all sorts of service you
can do. There are places you can help
chop vegetables, places to make
garlands, places to churn milk, and so
on. Even people coming from big rich
families feel happy to do some menial
service for the Deity.

Out in the courtyard people sit in
circles, cutting vegetables in the early-
morning sun. This groups cuts one kind
of vegetable, that group another.
Panditas in the courtyard sit and read
from scripture.

In another courtyard a cultured- |
looking kirtana group sits chanting with !
various instruments, but few people are |
there tolisten, because everyone is busy ‘
bringing things for the Deity or carrying ‘
wood or doing other service. .

One might ask, “There are temples
of Krsna in Bombay, and people even
have temples in their homes, so why
should people come all the way here to
do this service or see this Deity?” One
answeristhat people feel that this Deity
is very special, powerful, and attractive.

Krsna is one, but the atmosphere
generated in each temple is somewhat
different. Here the atmosphere is
certainly wonderful. So in many ways
you feel like you're entering part of the
spiritual world, where everyone is
serving Krsna. The devotees who stay
here and the devotees who visit create
an atmosphere of service to Krsna:
“Come serve the Lord. take darsana of
the Lord. take prasadam of the Lord,
and be happy in Krsna consciousness.”

A Well of Ghee

Another important part of seva is
giving things to the Lord. In front of the
temple early in the morning, you can
buy milk, flowers, vegetables, and fruits
and bring them into the temple to offer
to the Lord. People also give lots of
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Temple assistants (left and below)
with their characteristic hats.

money. The temple of Srinathaji is said
to be the second richest in India, after
the South Indian temple of Tirupati.

People also give ghee and grains.
Most of the food prepared for the Deity
is cooked in pure ghee. People give ghee
in cans of ten, fifteen, or twenty kilos.
Sometimes a whole train car full of ghee
arrives in Nathdwara. The donor often
prefers to stay anonymous. The ship-
ment is simply marked, “From Sri-
nathaji. To Srinathaji.”

The temple has a literal well of ghee.
Cans of ghee are cut open and slightly
heated, and the ghee is poured into the
well. A pipeline extends from the well
to the Deity’s kitchen—ghee on tap.
Ghee, of course, isexpensive. Butmoney
is no bar in the worship of érim‘uhaji.

In the grain stockroom, everything is
very orderly. All the grains that come in
and go out are recorded. And when it
goes out it goes only to the kitchen of
Srinathaji. Nothing given is ever resold
in the market. It’s all used in the service
of the Lord.

The temple has many storerooms



A temple gatekeeper stands guard with his son,
his traditional sword hanging ready behind him.
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that pilgrims can see. One room is for
keeping the Lord’s clothing and jewels.
Anotherroom, just opposite the temple,
i1s called Sri Krishna Bhandar, “Sri
Krsna’s Storeroom.” (It’s named after
Krsna Dasa, the first manager of the
temple.) This is the treasury and
accounting office, and it's where gold,
pearls, saffron, and expensive clothing
are kept.

There’s a room for flowers. There’s a
tailoring room where clothes are sewn
for the Lord. Another room holds gold
and silver pots. Theres a rose room,
where rosewater and rose scents are
prepared. And there’s a room where
books are on hand, spiritual teaching is
given, and new publications are put out.

There’saroom forvegetables, aroom
for milk, cream, and butter, and a room
for misri(rock sugar). There’sa grinding
room for grinding grains (it's still done
with a big wooden mill, powered by
bulls). Then there’s a room where the
ingredients for the Lord’s meals are
assembled before they are prepared and
offered, and a room where offered food
is kept just before it’s distributed.

No One Goes Hungry

The prasadam from the Deity is dis-
tributed profusely. A portion of the pra-
sadam goes to the sevakas and temple
workers, many of whom sell it. Right
after the early-morning mangala-arati
you'll find pitjaris standing just outside
the temple, holding steel plates bearing
clay cups full of different kinds of liquid
milk sweets. Later in the morning, pi-
jaris go around to hotels and dharma-
shalas with covered baskets full of
varieties of prasadam to sell to pilgrims.

Apartfrom the pijaris, in the bazaar
outside the temple you’ll find shops
where you can buy prasadam, and
pushcarts selling prasadam, and people
sitting on the street selling prasadam.

In Caitanya-caritamrta we find that
the Deity Gopala, the same Deity known
as Srinathaji, told Madhavendra Puri,
“In My village, no one goes hungry.”
Now, here in Nathdwara, where Gopala
has come, we see that this is true. Even
thestreetdogs here are fat. I've traveled
all over—in India, Bangladesh, Nepal,
Burma—and never have [ seen street
dogs look so well fed. Here even the
dogs get plenty of prasadam—Ilucky
dogs.

Prasadam is available all through



Craftsmen
prepare
peacock-
feather head-
dresses that
will be used to
decorate cows
for the annual
Govardhana
Pija festival.

the day, and in countless varieties—
different kinds at different times. After
the midday raja-bhoga offering you can
getaleaf-cup full of tasty vegetables for
only one rupee (less than the cost of the
ingredients themselves). You can get a
leaf-cup of acar (pickle), again only a
rupee. There are many kinds of chut-
neys, fruit salads, and a unique raita
made with chopped fruit in thin yogurt
spiced with mustard seeds. There are
big capatis full of ghee for two or three
rupees, depending on the size. You’ll
find rice, dal, curry sauce, fried vege-

tables, and samosds so huge that oneis |
practically enough for a meal.
Then there are milk sweets and

sweets made with grains and sugar, rich
with ghee. You can buy big blocks of
laddu, made with grain, ghee, and sugar,
for a hundred rupees. Some sweets
include such costly ingredients as musk
and saffron. People don’t haggle much
over prices. Whatever the shopkeep-
ers say, people just accept it, and that’s
that.

Items like grain sweets and sugar-
crusted fried puris keep for months
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without losing freshness. A pilgrim
traveling abroad from Nathdwara may
bring prasadam of Srinathaji to his
friends overseas. I’.Ji ke the Deity Himself,
the prasadam of Srinathajiis famous all
over the world. &

Bhakii Vikasa Swami is from England
but has been teaching Krsna conscious-
ness in India for many vears. When he’s
nottraveling around India writing articles

for BTG (which you'll be seeing more of

in upcoming issues), he works with the
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust in Bombay.




SERVING SRINATHAJI

by Yasomatinandana Dasa
photos by Maha-Visnu Dasa

RINATHDWARA MEANS “the
gateway of Lord Srinéthaji."Thc
town was builtin the seventeenth
century for the Deity of Lord Srinathaj,
after He was brought to Rajasthan from
the town of Jatipur, at the foot of
Govardhana Hill in Vrndavana. Devo-
tees from Jatipur had fled to Rajasthan
with the Deity to protect Him from the
destructive reign of the Muslim ruler
Aurangzeb. Of course, the Lorddoesn’t
have to flee from anywhere, but simply
to give His devotees a chance to serve
Him He engages in the pastime of flee-
ing from one place to another.
Nathdwara lies near Udaipur in the
hills of Mewar, a brave and chivalrous
area of Rajasthan. For centuries the
armies of Mewar succeeded in resisting
aggression by many Mogul kings and
preserved the Vedic culture intact.
The great Mewar king Bappa Rawal
thwarted assaults by the first Mogul
attacker, Mohammad Bin Kasim. La-
ter, Maharana Kumbh, Maharana San-
ga, and other kings
fought valiant battles
against the Moguls,

INDIA

stopping

them from

taking over |

Arabian
Sea

Mewar. Even the
powerful emperor
Akbar faced a great
battle in Mewar, and

only for a few years
could he subjugate Me-
war, until Maharana Pratap
Singh chased the Moguls
away.

The Founding
Of Sri Nathdwara

At the time of King Ak-
bar, severalmembers ofthe
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royal family of Mewar were ardent devo-
tees of Lord Srinathaji, or, as He was
known at Govardhana, Lord Gopala.
Initiated by Vitthalanathaji, the son
of the revered teacher Vallabhacarya,
they were anxious to have Srinathaji
in their kingdom, and they prayed to
the Lord that He come there. But in the
reign of King Akbar religious tolerance
prevailed, so there was no need for the
Deity to move. But fifty-three years af-
ter Akbar came the fanatical king Aur-
angzeb, who desecrated and destroyed
Hindu temples, especially in the area of
Vrndavana. And the forces of Aurang-
zeb also threatened Govardhana.
When the devotees saw the Mogul
army advancing on Govardhana, they
somehow showed the attackers the vari-
ous titles and gifts given to the temple
by the Mogul kings . Thus the devotees
persuaded the leaders of the army that
the temple had always been looked upon
gracefully by the emperor of Delhi. So

| the army commander said, “We will not
| attack you. But move the Deity from
| here as soon as possible.” Thus Sri-
| nathaji was allowed to move from

Govardhana.

For almost six months the Deity
stayed in Agra, where His devotees
observed the Lord’s festivals in secret.
Then He set out for Mewar. In the places
along the way, devotees were enthusias-
tic to welcome Srinathaji, and they
would oblige Him to stay with them,
sometimes for as much as one or two
months. Thus the journey from Govar-
dhana to Mewar took some thirty-two
months to complete.

In Mewar the Lord’s chariot gradu-
ally reached the town called Sinhad,
where a princess had resided who was a
great devotee of the Lord. She had
strongly desired that Lord Srinathaji
make this His home, and the Lord had
promised her in a dream that He would
do so. Now the princess had passed
away, but the Lord inspired His devo-
tees to build a beautiful temple there,



next to the Aravalli hills. This de
of the Lord, established around the
year 1675, came to be known as Sri
Nathdwara.

The atmosphere of Mewar calls to
mind Vrndavana. Mewar has pleasant
hills that resemble Govardhana, and
the river Banas reminds one of the
Yamuna.

The Temple ¢
> temple of Srinathaji differs in

dia. Most temples have large decorative
domes called sikharas, conspicuous from
a long distance. But the temple of

" Srinathaji, and other places of worship

more like ho
sian for “home
suggest the Vrndavana house of Krsna's
er, Nanda Maharaja. The temple,
fore, is also known as Nanda
in or Nandalaya, “the house of

| Nanda Maharaja.”

Decorating the top of the Srinathaji
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temple is a spire, or kalasa, as well as the
disc of Lord Visnu and seven flags. A
guard stands by the flags twenty-four
hours a day, protecting them from the
discourtesies of the birds.

The History of the Deity

According to the Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta, the Deity of Srinathaji is
none other than the Gopala Deity who
appeared in a dream to Madhavendra
Puri, the great spiritual forefather of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. The Deity had
been lost,soin the dream the Deity told
Madhavendra Puri to find Him on
Govardhana Hill, extricate Him from
the thickets, and establish Him in a
temple. “Please pull Me out of this for-
est, make a beautiful temple for Me,
and hold a great festival.”

Commanded by the Lord, Madhav-
endra Purtinspired the local villagers to
rediscover the Deity and perform the
festival to install Him atop the hill. So
the followers of Lord Caitanya and those

. of Sri Vallabhacarya are united in ador-

ing this Deity of Srinathaji as the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead.

The Beautiful Form of Srinathaji

pastime of lifting Govardhana Hill. |

Thus the Lord’s left hand is upraised.
His right hand, closed in a fist, rests on
His waist. It is also said that the Lord
waves His devotees towards Him with
His left hand and keeps the nectar of
devotion in His right. His eyes look
downward, guiding us to devote our-

| selves to His feet.
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éfr.frz:ifhaji
paintings from
small shops

like this one will
find their way
into homes all
over the world.

The Deity appears in a large black
stone, from which His form emerges in
bas-relief. The stone itself, surrounding
the Deity, bears several marks: a parrot
by the Lord’s head, two sages seated on
Hisrightside and a third on His left, and
below the sages a snake, two cows, an-
other snake, a lion, and two peacocks.
On the Lord’s neck appears a flower

: f | garland, resembling a black snake.
Srinathaji is Lord Sri Krsna in His |

Hereis how the devotees understand
these markings. The parrot symbolizes
thesage Sukadeva Gosvamior the great
poet Lilasuka. The snake is the divine.
serpent Ananta Sesa, the sages are the
devotees of the Lord, and the two cows
stand for religion and the earth. The
lion protects the Deity from being seen
except through devotional service, and
the peacocks symbolize pure love for



Happily
serving
Srinathaji, a
pilgrim
(above)
carries wood
to fuel the
stoves in the
temple’s
kitchen. At
right, a
Rajasthani
villager brings
his produce to
market.
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Darsanas and Festivals

STARTING FROM EARLY in the morning, eight offerings
and six gratis are performed for the Lord each day. The
Lord has His last darsana in the evening and then takes
rest. When He lifted Govardhana He was just a young
boy, so He rests early.

There is a well-known story that Srinathaji once tore
His garment while rushing back to the temple to be on

time for darsana. From that day on, it has been a custom

to blow the conch and then wait several minutes before
opening the altar doors. That way, Srinathaji may return
leisurely to His temple from wherever He may be sporting
in the land of Vrndavana.

Practically every day there is a festival in the temple.
There are swing festivals, processions, flower festivals,
boat festivals, and festivals in which thousands of mangos
are offered.

In April, roses are abundant, so there is a rose festival.
The Deity is sprinkled with rose water and rose scent,
and beautiful flower decorations are arranged.

In May the appearance day of Vallabhacarya is
observed with great pomp.

In the hot summer season, a courtyard in the temple
is filled with water. Pilgrims can stand on a ledge at the
back and see the Deity without getting wet, but most
devotees enjoy coming forward and standing in water up
to their knees. Lord Srinathaji is sprayed with scented
water,smeared with sandalwood, and adorned with many
garlands. Musicplays, and because of the water everything
is cool, and the people are happy.

Toward the end of the hot season comes the Ratha-
yatra. The Lord is taken around in a silver chariot, and
100,000 mangos are offered.

In the afternoon in the rainy season (June—July), the
Lord is swung on a big swing. There are many swings for
the Lord—a golden swing, asilver swing, a swing of glass,

one of flowers, and a swing made of leaves such as
sandalwood.

On Janmastami, the appearance day of the Lord,
which comes in August or September, the Lord is bathed
in five kinds of nectar and honored by a 21-gun salute.
The next day, known as Nandotsava, is also celebrated
with great joy.

The Annakita Festival

One of the largest festivals in Nathdwara is known as
Annakuta. It celebrates the pastime in which the people
of Vrndavana worshiped Lord Krsna by worshiping
Govardhana Hill. The Annakita festival of Srinathaji
draws people from all over India. Many come in special
trains, and all the guesthouses are full. Even the aborig-
ines from the surrounding hills come to take part with
great enthusiasm, wearing only a leincloth or a garment
down to their knees. Groups of people wander about in
the town, chanting and dancing in praise of the Lord.

In the late afternoon, in a special courtyard called the
Govardhana Paja Chowk, a replica of Govardhana Hill
is made of cow dung, and beautiful ceremonies are
arranged. Many cowherds bring cows and feed them,
cows are worshiped, and two cows are led to walk over
the hill. People throng the roadsides, windows, and
terraces to see the unique scene.

As part of the celebrations, a hill of rice is offered to
the Lord—2,500 kilos. Then the temple gates are closed.
_ Inthe evening the gates are opened for the darsana of
Srinathaji, and as soon as they open the people start
looting the rice prasadam from the Govardhana Hill.
While the aborigine women stand at the door, their men
grabrice from the hill, fill up theirshoulder bags, pass the
rice on to the women, and then go back for more. All this
adds to the festive scene.—YD

the Lordand detachment from material
things. The stone slabs represent
Govardhana Hill and the groves of
Vrndavana. ;

Once when Sri Vallabhacarya de-
feated a large group of impersonalist
scholars at Vidyanagar, King Krishna-
deva Raya gave him a gift of many gold
coins. Sri Vallabhacarya gave most of
these to the local brahmanas and kept
onlyseven. Those seven coins were then
made into an ornament for Srinathaji. It
is still used to adorn the Lord today.

The servitors of Srinathaji say that
the Deity is the original form of Sri
Krsna, known as Nikunja Nayaka, “the
Lord of the Celestial Bower.” Since this
form of Lord Krsna includes all others,

His devotees see Him both as SriRadha-
natha (the Lord of Radha) and as child
Krsna. The Deity, therefore, is some-
times entertained with childish toys like
spinning tops and silver animals and
sometimes offered a herding stick meant
for a cowherd boy. Srinathaji is most
renowned for His amorous pastimes
with the gopis, the dairymaids of Vrnda-
vana. Although much of the poetry sung
before Him tells of His childhood pas-
times, most of it depicts these exchanges
with the gopis.

Temple Management

The temple is under the manage-
ment of the main dcarya (spiritual
leader) of the Vallabha Sampradaya.
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He is called the Tilakayata and is the
head of the temple. He is assisted by a
committee of prominent devotees who
help him run the temple and make ma-
jor decisions. He is the chairman of the
committee. They approve most of the
expenses.

The monthly expenses of the temple
come to some 500,000 rupees, but the
income is more. At least ten million
rupees are kept as a savings fund.

In recent times the government of
Rajasthan has taken charge of the
temple, but the Tilakayata is still the
authority on all the details of worship.

The holdings of the temple include
829 shops and buildings and six thou-
sand acres of land, with many farms and



cow pastures. The temple has a dairy |
with five hundred cows, one of which,
called “Srinathaji’s cow,” comes from a
lineage that has served the Deity for
generation after generation. The milk
from this cow goes only for Srinathaji to
drink. Milk from other cows makes vari-
ous sweets for the Deity.

The way of devotional service taught
by Vallabhacarya is known as pusi-
marga, “the path of nourishment.” In
Sri Nathdwara the devotees nourish the
Lord. and, even more, the Lord nour-
ishes the love of His devotees.

Sri Vallabhacarya
We can scarcely think of the holy

QAR SRRYIL

town of Nathdwara without Sri Vallabh-
acarya, the great religious reformer and

| teacher. His pusti-marga has brought

millions of people in western India to
Krsna CONSCIOUSNESS.

Sri Vallabhacarya was born in 1479
in the forest of Camparanya, near the
present city of Raipur, in central India,
while his parents were returning from
pilgrimage. His father, Laksmana
Bhatta, a renowned scholar from a
brahmana family of South India, died
while Vallabha was still a child. His
mother therefore stayed at the home of
her parents, and Vallabha soon went to
study at Varanasi, where he became a

great scholar. He studied under the |
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saint Madhavendra Puri.
Vallabharealized thatsince the world

comes from Brahman, the Supreme

Absolute Truth—Lord Sri Krsna—the

| world cannot be false. Asthe ornaments

fashioned from gold must be golden,
the world created by Brahman, the
supreme reality, must be real.

After studying in Varanasi, Sri
Vallabhacarya began traveling all over
India, speaking about the Srimad-
Bhagavatam and teaching sublime
devotion to Lord Krsna. The eighty-
four “seats,” or places where he taught,
are heldin great esteem by his followers.
These baithaks, as the seats are known,
are marked by shrines where he is




Above: King-size
sweels in the land of
kings. Right: The
temple’s kitchens will
use these thousands
of gallons of ghee in
one month.

offered daily homage. As part of the
worship, S rimad-Bhagavatam is placed
upon the seat, for it is felt that Sri
Vallabhacarya stays there to this day,
revealing from the Bhdgavatam the
glories of Lord Sri Krsna.

Sri Vallabhacarya once visited the
great city Vidyanagara, on the bank of
the River Tungabhadra. There he
enlightened Krishnadeva Raya. the
great South Indian king, and defeated
the impersonal Sankarite philosophy.
This victory moved the other scholars
to glorify him with a grand procession.

At the time of Sri Vallabhacarya,
India’s religious life had been torn by
the Mogul invasion. Spiritual practices
had worn down, and the schools of
Buddha and Sankara had brought
confusion. Sr1 Vallabhacarya spread the
true spirit of the Vedas through dialogues
and debates at many of the eighty-four
seats.

He taught, “The one scripture is
Bhagavad-gita, the Supreme Godhead
is Sti Krsna, the supreme mantra is Sri
Krsna’s name, and the best work is His
service.”

The strong personal devotion taught
by Sri Vallabhacarya closely resembles
the spirit of the followers of Lord
Caitanya. Lord Caitanya’s followers

point more toward public congrega- |

tional chanting of the holy name of the
Lord, while the tradition of Vallabh-
acaryacentersmore on private chanting,
worshiping the Deity of Lord Krsna
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within the home, and singing devotional
songs for the Deity’s pleasure.

Sri Vallabhacaryaurged his followers
toward humility and told them to rely
on Lord Krsna’s grace. If there is a
means to get the Lord’s grace, he taught,
it is humility.

Vallabhacarya’s book known as
Sodasa-grantha, his Anubhasya com-
mentary on Vedanta-sitra, and his
Subodhini commentary on Srimad-
Bhagavatam are among the most famous
of the many books he wrote.

Sri Vitthalanathaji

One of Sri Vallabhacarya’s two sons
was Sri Vitthalanathaji. He brought a
wealth of devotional art, music, and
culture into the pusti-marga and raised
the worship of grinathaji to a very high
standard. He arranged for the Deity to
be adorned every day according to the
seasons and festive occasions.

With the changing of the seasons and
the time of day, the Lord wears different
fabrics and colors, and different types
of ragas and poems are used to praise
Him. The foods chosen for the Lord
alsovary, following the Ayurvedicscrip-
tures. In the hot season, for example,
coolfoodslike miing sprouts are offered,
and in the cold season the Lord enjoys
a spicy milk sweet called svadhsont.

Vitthalanathaji was also famous for
attracting many kings to the service of
the Lord. He converted the king of
Mewar, Udai Singh, and since that time




the royal family of Mewar have been | Deity. Siira Dasa, perhaps the most | because they aided Srila Prabhupada
pusti-marga devotees. Even the great | famous among the poets, is said to have | early in his mission. Srimati Sumati
Mogul emperor Akbar was drawn to | written more than 100,000 verses. In | Morarji, a lifelong follower of Sri
Vitthalanathaji and gave large tracts of | one well-known poem, another of the | Vallabhacarya, was a main trustee of

land for the service of the Deity. asta capa poets, Caturbhuja Dasa, sings | the Srinathaji temple. She helped Srila
of Srinathaji’s splendor: Prabhupada print his books and served

The Lord’s “Eight Friends” as a patron for him in Bombay. As the
During the time of Vallabhacarya Today He is something. head of a shipping company. she
and Sri Vitthalanathaji, the asta capa | Tomorrow He is something more. | arranged for his original passage to
poets (literally, the Lord’s “eight Everyday Srinathajiis totally fresh New York on one of her ships, the
friends™”) were selected to sing the and new! Jaladuta. And since that time, faith-
praises of Srinathaji at each of His eight ful followers of Sri Vallabhacarya
daily darsanas. These famous poetsleft | Helping Srila Prabhupada have helped Srila Prabhupada’s efforts
a wealth of verses glorifying the Lord. We discipiesoférilaPrabhupédaarc | to spread Sri Krsna's glories through-

These are still sung daily before the | grateful to the pusti-marga devotees | out India and the rest of the world.

“Always
Remember Krsna”

These four well-known verses by Sti Vallabhacarya present
the essence of his teachings.

sarvada sarva-bhavena Pilgrims stock
bhajaniyo vrajadhipah up on nim'm—

= ; prasadam
svasyayam eva dharmo hi ; i \
- i E sweets, most
nanyah kvapi kadacana likely to share

4 i 2 with grateful
evam sada sma kartavyat il

svayam eva karisyati friends back
prabhu sarva-samartho hi home.
tato niscintatam vrajet

vadi sri-gokuladhiso
dhrtah sarvatmana hrdi

tatah kim aparam brihi
laukikair vedikair api

atah sarvatmanda sasvad
gokulesvara-padayoh

smaranam bhajanam capi
na tyajyam iti me matih

“Always worship Lord Krsna, the Lord of Vraja, with
all your feelings. This is the true dharma. There is no other
at any time or place.

“Always remember this, and Krsna will accomplish the
rest. He is all-powerful, so have no anxiety.

“If Lord Krsna, the Lord of Gokula, resides within your
heart, enabling you to experience Him everywhere, what
else is there to attain from the world or the scriptures?

“Therefore, always have full devotion for Lord Krsna’s
lotus feet. It is my view that you should never leave His
remembrance or His worship.”

BACK TO GODHEAD

38



Yasomatinandana Dasa, a Gujarati devo-
tee, joined the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness in Detroit in
1972, Inspired first by the Detroit devo-
teesandthen personally by Srila Prabhu-
pada, he gave up his career in engineering
toengage fulltimein the service of Krsna.
Hewas later sent by Srila Prabhupadato
Gujaratio open Krsna conscious centers.
Now, under Yasomatinandana’s leader-
ship, there are four main temples in Gu-
jarat—in Ahmedabad, Baroda, Surat,
and Vallabha Vidyanagara. In all these
places, beautiful temples have been
erected.

A pilgrim
relishes a
nutritious,
spiritually
uplifting meal
of Srinathaji’s
prasadam.
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ISKCON
Celebrates
25 Years
Of Growth

A look at the past, present, and future
of the Hare Krsna Movement.

by Drutakarma Dasa

Reprinted from India West Magazine,

July 3, 1992
Iin New York aboard the Jaladuta, a
freighter of the Scindia Steamship
Company. His only possessions were
hissaffronrobes, forty rupees, his trans-
lations of Srimad-Bhagavatam (the
Bhagavata Purana), and unflinching
devotion to Lord Krsna. The sadhu’s
name was A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.
A year later, Srila Prabhupada, as his
disciples fondly called him, founded the

N 1965, AN ELDERLY swami arrived

Gour Mohan De, a cloth merchant.

| Prabhupada was raised a strict Vais-

International Society for Krishna Con- |

sciousness (ISKCON) at a small store-
front center in New York City. Over the
next twenty-five years, ISKCON grew
into a world network of more than three
hundred temples, asramas, schools, in-
stitutes, and farm communities, serving
the spiritual needs of people around the
world.

This year ISKCON celebrates its
twenty-fifth anniversary and looks for-
ward to 1996, the hundredth anniver-
sary of Prabhupada’s birth.

Migsion
Srila Prabhupada was born on Sep-
tember 1, 1896, in Calcutta, the son of

nava. He later graduated from Scottish
Churches College, but as a follower of
Gandhi he refused his degree. One of
his classmates was Subhash Chandra
Bose.

In 1922, at age twenty-six, Srila
Prabhupada met his spiritual master,
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, a Vais-
navadcaryain the line from Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who spread
the movement of bhakti, or devotion,
appeared at Mayapur, West Bengal, in
1486. During the forty-eight years of
His presence, Caitanya Mahaprabhu

| spread the congregational chanting of

the holy names of the Lord (Hare Krsna,
Hare Rama) all over the Indian subcon-
tinent. He predicted that the same chant-
ing would spread to every town and
village in the world.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, eager to
see the prophecy fulfilled, asked Prabhu-
pada to spread the teachings of Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu and Lord Krsna to
the Western world.

In 1944, Prabhupada started a fort-
nightly English paper called Back to

| Godhead. In 1954, he retired from fam-

ily life, and in 1959 formally accepted
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Left—The early days: London.
Below—Today: devotees from
around the world at the annual
festival in Mayapur.

sannyasa, the renounced order. Taking
up residence in the holy town of
Vrndavana, where Lord Krsna had ap-
peared several thousand years before,
Prabhupada began translating the
.S’f'imad~Bhﬁgavamm.

In 1965, with the first three volumes
printed, he departed alone for the
United States.

Growth of ISKCON

At first Srila Prabhupada found his
warmest welcome among young edu-
cated Americans dissatisfied with what
they saw as a materialistic culture. Many
gave up promising careers to join the
fledgling Hare Krsna movement.

After afew years, in which ISKCON
spread rapidly throughout North
America and Europe, Prabhupada re-
turned to India. There he began large
temple projectsin Bombay, Vrndavana,
and Mayapur (West Bengal). During
this time, many leading citizens of India
became life members of [SKCON. And
many Indian young people also became
Srila Prabhupada’s disciples.

Of course, all was not sweetness and
light. Some caste-conscious people
thought that Prabhupada was violating
Vedic rules by initiating non-Hindus as
brahmanas. Tosuch critics, Prabhupada
responded by giving much evidence that
people from any part of the world can
become Vaisnavas and brahmanas if
they come to the proper standard of
behavior.

Still other critics debated ISKCON’s
commitment to Hinduism. In this re-
gard, Srila Prabhupada emphasized the
universality of the Hindu or Vedicteach-
ings, with their message of love for God
as the highest goal of life. He did not
take a narrow sectarian view. He often
said that one should be ready to recog-
nize love of God wherever it was dis-
played—beitamong Hindus, Christians,
Muslims, or Jews.

Meanwhile, back in America, Eu-
rope, and other parts of the world,

MARIRLLE R
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ISKCON and Its Accomplishments
|

ISKCON BELIEVES THAT PEOPLE everywhere need
Vedic knowledge to break free from illusion and the
suffering it brings.

To spread this knowledge, ISKCON's sister
organization, the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust,
has become the world’s largest publisher of
books on the Vedic teachings. It has sold more
than 400 million books in
over ninety languages.

ISKCON members,
through Project Mats-
ya, have toured India
making microfilm cop-
ies of thousands of rare
Vedic manuscripts that were in
danger of being lost.

P e

THE _
ISKCON’s Bhaktivedanta
B%'gﬁg&;!rTA Institute studies modern science

in the light of Vedic knowl-
edge—and presents Vedic knowledge from a scientific
point of view. The institute is now planning a Vedic
Planetarium and Science Museum.

ISKCON temple at Juhu, Bombay.

The 280 major ISKCON temples serve as cultural,
religious, and educational centers for millions of Indi-
ans and others drawn to
Vedic culture.

In ISKCON temples, 2
beautiful Deities are wor-
shiped with love and de-
votion. Full-time pujaris
(priests) perform five to
seven aratis and bhoga of-
ferings daily. ISKCON tem-
ples provide darsana, piija,
discourses, and sarmiskaras
(weddings, grain ceremo-
nies, etc.), purifying the lives

Sri Sri Radha-Giridhari at
ISKCON San Diego.

Students with one ofnmny protect-
ed cows at ISKCON Vrndavana.

of millions of devotees and other interested souls.

ISKCON hassetin place more than forty temples and
- cultural complexesin India, such
¢ as Hare Krishna Land at Juhu
¢ Beach in Bombay, the Krishna-
#lc Balaram temple in Vrndavana,
" and the Caitanya Chandrodaya
Mandir in Mayapur, West Ben-
gal. ISKCON has also been ac-
tive in renovating temples and
shrines at pilgrimage places all
over India.

AtISKCON s forty-one farm-
ing communities around the
world, devotees are giving loving care to cows, bulls, and
calves.

More than 900 million plates
of prasadam, spiritual vegetar-
1an food, have been served
through ISKCON’s temples,
festivals, restaurants, and food
relief programs.

ISKCON has also celebrat-
ed more than five hundred
Rathayatras in the world’s
major cities, including London,
New York, Moscow, Sydney,
and Bombay.

In a new development, sup-
porters of ISKCON—Indian and American—have
formed the ISKCON Foundation. Its chairman is Alfred
Brush Ford (Ambar-
isa Dasa), a disciple
of Srila Prabhupada
and great-grandson of
Henry Ford. Among
the vice chairmen: Dr.
Vibhakar J. Mody of
Washington, D.C., Dr.
Arvind Singh of Hous-
ton, Texas, and Mr.
Dahyabhai Patel of -
vine, California.

The Foundation’s
purpose is to help
ISKCON and its local communities work more effec-
tively to achieve the many goals Srila Prabhupada set
out.

“The ISKCON Foundation is a vehicle to carry Srila
Prabhupada’s movement into the next millennium,” says
Ford. “Only by offering people the genuine Vedic cul-
ture of India can we satisfy their desires for peace,
prosperity, and spiritual fulfillment.”

Rathayatra festival in
Los Angeles.

Alfred Brush Ford (Ambarisa Dasa).
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ISKCON believes it retains a certain
uniqueness among Indian cultural and religious groups.
It reaches beyond the Indian community to
the world at large and has proven successful in getting
non-Indians to adopt the undiluted
values, teachings, and practices of the Vedic culture.

members of the Indian community be-
gan to visit the ISKCON temples in
growing numbers.

In the early 1970s, when ISKCON
was in the midst of its initial expansion,
there were few Hindu temples in North
American other than those of ISKCON.
Sothere was nowhere else Indian immi-
grants of Vaisnava background could
see the Deities (muartis) of Lord Krsna
being worshiped.

“When I came to this country as a
young student, I felt all alone,” says C.
Patel of Chicago, now a successful busi-
nessman. “Then [ found the Hare Krsna
temple. I felt so much at home there.
The devotees were so kind to me and
everyone else who came. [ experienced
much satisfaction seeing Lord Krsna
being so nicely worshiped. [ vowed that
someday, if I ever became successful, I
would repay them.

“Years later [ went to the temple and
asked them what was the balance on
their mortgage. When they told me, I
wrote a check for the entire amount. [
felt it was the least I could do. Not only
was [ paying back my own personal
debi—I was also ensuring that the
experiences that meant so much to
me would continue to be available to
others,”

The encounter between Indians and
Westerners in ISKCON temples was
not without some rough spots. Some
ol the Western disciples were a little
suspicious of the Indian immigrants.
By coming to the West, hadnt those
Indians given up their spiritual heritage
to chase after the illusion of material
progress?

But most Western disciples were
happy to receive the Indian visitors,

many of whom were lifelong Vaisnavas.

The Indians conferred respectability
upon the fledgling Hare Krsna move-

| ment, and their advice and contribu-

tions were welcome.

From the side of Indians, there were
also mixed feelings. For one thing,
[SKCON was a distinctly missionary
movement. Prabhupada came to Amer-
icanotjust tolecture among Indians but
to introduce Vedic philosophy and cul-
ture to everyone. It was a revolutionary
idea, a seemingly impossible task. But
somehow he was succeeding.

Yet, as one might expect, the Hare
Krsna movement encountered opposi-
tion. Some Western parents objected to
their adult children taking up an alien
religion and way of life. A few parents

North America, was expelled from
ISKCON after its leaders were impli-
cated in crimes and started blending
Vaisnavism with Christianity. But
asthe yearshave passed, the Hare Krsna
movement appears to have weath-
ered these tests, and it continues to
expand.

As Prabhupada envisioned, the ad-
ministrative leadership of the move-
ment has passed to a governing body
of thirty members from around the
world. And individual spiritual guid-
ance is provided by a multiplicity of

| gurus, none of whom has a uniquely
| privileged status.

brought lawsuits against the movement. |

Other people objected to the aggressive
presence of Hare Krsna members in
public places. Millions of people pur-
chased copies of Bhagavad-gita from
the devotees, but other people were
annoyed and turned off.

For many members of the Indian
community, eager to get established in
American society and not too eager
to rock the boat, the negative press
ISKCON sometimes received was trou-
bling. To see young Westerners going
vegetarian, giving up intoxicants, and
taking to the discipline of bhakti-yoga
was wonderful. But the notoriety of
these enthusiastic young converts made
many Indians uneasy.

After Prabhupada’s Passing
Inevitably, the movement also had
its internal ups and downs, especially
inthe first years after Prabhupada passed
away, n 1977. Some successor gurus fell
by the wayside. And New Vrindavana,
the largest ISKCON community in
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Continuing to Spread Vedic Culture

As ISKCON's leadership looks to-
ward the next twenty years of growth, it
hopes to build better relations with the
Indian community.

Of course, the West now has many
Indian cultural and religious groups
to help preserve regional customs
and traditions. And there are many In-
dian business, professional, and politi-
cal groups to speak out on govern-
ment policies that affect the Indian
community.

But among these organizations,
ISKCON believes it retains a certain
uniqueness. It reaches beyond the In-
dian community to the world at large
and has proven successful in getting
non-Indians to adopt the undiluted val-
ues, teachings, and practices of the Vedic
culture.

ISKCON is performing that duty in
North America, South America, Eu-
rope, Asia, Africa, Australia, and the
islands of the Pacific. As aresult, people
of all nationalities and races have given
up bad habits and taken to bhakti-yoga,



devotional service to Lord Krsna.

Under KGB oppressionin the former
Soviet Union, young men and women
in [ISKCON risked their lives to spread
the teachings of Bhagavad-gita. Many
of these people—Russians, Ukrainians,
Lithuanians, Armenians—went to pris-
ons and labor camps rather than give up
their devotion to Lord Krsna.

Now that times have changed,
ISKCON has established dozens of
temples large and small in Russia and
other former Soviet republics.

Yet even today, men and women of
ISKCON are spreading the message of
the Gita and Vedic culture in places that
cannot be mentioned, for fear of endan-
gering the devotees’ lives. It is this will-

ingness to sacrifice personal safety and
comfort for the sake of other’s spiritual
welfare that guarantees ISKCON's sec-
ond twenty-five years will be as inspir-
ing and productive as the first.

Drutakarma Dasa is an Associate Edi-
tor of Back to Godhead. He lives in San
Diego.

PROFILE (continued from page 61)
I don’t engage in meat-eating, illicit

sex, gambling, and intoxication, not
anymore. I chant Hare Krsna several
times a day. I also read and pray daily.
I'll be sure to ask you any questions I
may have because I want to know all
there is to know about Krsna conscious-
ness. I've justbegun tolearn,and already
I'm fascinated!

Bruce Henning

Ely State Prison

Ely, Nevada

I've been practicing my chanting Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare. It seems that once
youstartchanting Hare Krsnaitstaysin
your mind like a tune that captivates
your mind. It seems that good things
have started to flow out from Krsna
since I have started chanting and also
since I have become a vegetarian and
offer my food up as a sacrifice to Krsna.
The police no longer antagonize me
with their crude comments. I have made

Advertisement

a little altar. I feel somewhat better and
slightly more energeticsince I have quit
eating meat, fish, and eggs. I had no
problems obtaining a vegetarian diet.
I'm surprised. Usually anything like
that requires two miles worth of red
tape. I feel that Krsna is pointing me in
the right direction for getting out of
prison.

Jeffrey Turner

Lima Correctional Institution

Lima, Ohio
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SANKHYA:
PHILOSOPHY FOR
LIBERATION

Rendered from Sanskrit into English,
with commentary,
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society

for Krishna

Lordk rsna has descended as Kapiladeva, the son of Kar-
dama Muni and Devahiti. As the Srimad- Bhagavatam
continues, Lord Kapila explains the purpose of His incar-
nation to Kardama, who is about to leave home for the
forest. Kardama Muni leaves home for a life of full renunci-
ation, having fulfilled his household duties and received
permission from his divine son, Lord Kapiladeva.

THIRD CANTO/CHAPTER 24

36 TER ST HSTARGEUT T |
ST TN SRR 113&I

etan me janma loke ‘smin
mumuksanarm durasayat

prasankhydnaya tattvanam
sammatayatma-darsane

etat—this; me—My; janma—Dbirth; loke—in the world;
asmin—in this; mumuksinam—by those great sages seek-
ing liberation; durasayat—from unnecessary material
desires; prasankhyanaya—for explaining; tattvanam—of
the truths; sammataya—which is highly esteemed; atma-
darsane—in self-realization.

My appearance in this world is especially to explain the
philosophy of Sankhya, which is highly esteemed for self-
realization by those desiring freedom from the entangle-
ment of unnecessary material desires.

PURPORT: Here the word durasayat is very significant. Dur
refers to trouble or duhkha, miseries. Asayat means “from

Consciousness

Kardama Muni leaves home for a life of renunciation, having
| received the blessings of his son, Lord Kapila.

i =

the shelter.” We conditioned souls have taken shelter of
the material body, which is full of troubles and miseries.
Foolish people cannot understand the situation, and this is
called ignorance, illusion, or the spell of maya. Human
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society should very seriously understand that the body
itself is the source of all miserable life. Modern civilization
is supposed to be making advancement in scientific knowl-
edge, but what is this scientific knowledge? It is based on
bodily comforts only, without knowledge that however
comfortably one maintains his body, the body is destructi-
ble. As stated in Bhagavad-gita, antavanta ime dehah:
these bodies are destined to be destroyed. Nityasyoktah
saririnah refers to the living soul, or the living spark,
within the body. That soul is eternal, but the body is not
eternal. For our activity we must have a body; without a
body, without sense organs, there is no activity. But people
are not inquiring whether it is possible to have an eternal
body. Actually they aspire for an eternal body because
even though they engage in sense enjoyment, that sense
enjoyment is not eternal. They are therefore in want of
something which they can enjoy eternally, but they do not
understand how to attain that perfection. Sankhya philoso-
phy, therefore, as stated herein by Kapiladeva, is fat-
tvanam. The Sankhya philosophy system is designed to
afford understanding of the real truth. What is that real
truth? The real truth is knowledge of how to get out of the
material body, which is the source of all trouble. Lord
Kapila’s incarnation, or descent, is especially meant for this
purpose. That is clearly stated here.

37 Y ATRHTRISSIHI L FSA 941 |
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esa arma-patho 'vyakto
nastah kalena bhityasa

tarit pravartayituri deham
imam viddhi maya bhrtam

esah—this; atma-pathah—path of self-realization; avyak-
tah—difficult to be known; nastah—lost; kalena bhizyasa—
in the course of time; tam—this; pravartayitum—to intro-
duce again; deham—body; imam—this; viddhi—please
know; mayd—by Me; bhrtam—assumed.

This path of self-realization, which is difficult to under-
stand, has now been lost in the course of time. Please
know that I have assumed this body of Kapila to introduce
and explain this philosophy to human society again.

PURPORT: It is not true that Sankhya philosophy is a new
system of philosophy introduced by Kapila as material
philosophers introduce new kinds of mental speculative
thought to supersede that of another philosopher. On the
material platform, everyone, especially the mental specu-
lator, tries to be more prominent than others. The field of
activity of the speculators is the mind; there is no limit to
the different ways in which one can agitate the mind. The
mind can be unlimitedly agitated, and thus one can put
forward an unlimited number of theories. Sankhya philo-
sophy is not like that; it is not mental speculation. It is
factual, but at the time of Kapila it was lost.

In due course of time, a particular type of knowledge
may be lost or may be covered for the time being; that is
the nature of this material world. A similar statement was
made by Lord Krsna in Bhagavad-gita. Sa kaleneha
mahata yogo nastah: “In course of time the yoga system as
stated in Bhagavad-gita was lost.” It was coming in param-
para, in disciplic succession, but due to the passage of time
it was lost. The time factor is so pressing that in the course
of time everything within this material world is spoiled or
lost. The yoga system of Bhagavad-gita was lost before the
meeting of Krsna and Arjuna. Therefore Krsna again
enunciated the same ancient yoga system to Arjuna, who
could actually understand Bhagavad-gita. Similarly, Kapila
also said that the system of Sankhya philosophy was not
exactly being introduced by Him; it was already current,
but in course of time it was mysteriously lost, and there-
fore He appeared to reintroduce it. That is the purpose of
the incarnation of Godhead. Yada yada hi dharmasya
glanir bhavati bharata. Dharma means the real occupation
of the living entity. When there is discrepancy in the
eternal occupation of the living entity, the Lord comes and
introduces the real occupation of life. Any so-called

| religious system that is not in the line of devotional service

is called adharma-samisthapana. When people forget their
eternal relationship with God and engage in something
other than devotional service, their engagement is called
irreligion. How one can get out of the miserable condition
of material life is stated in Sankhya philosophy, and the
Lord Himself is explaining this sublime system.

38 8 TW ANIR AN AT |
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gaccha kamarm mayaprsto
mayi sannyasta-karmana

jitva sudurjayar mrtyum
amrtatvaya mar bhaja

gaccha—go; kamam—as you wish; maya—by Me; aprstah
—sanctioned; mayi—to Me; sannyasta—completely sur-
rendered; karmana—with your activities; jirva—having
conquered; sudurjayam—insurmountable; mrtyum—
death; amrtatvaya—for eternal life; mam—unto Me; bhaja

| —engage in devotional service.

Now, being sanctioned by Me, go as you desire, surrender-
ing all your activities to Me. Conquering insurmountable

| death, worship Me for eternal life.

| PURPORT: The purpose of Sankhya philosophy is stated
| herein. If anyone wants real, eternal life, he has to engage

himself in devotional service, or Krsna consciousness. To
become free from birth and death is not an easy task. Birth
and death are natural to this material body. Sudurjayam
means “very, very difficult to overcome.” The modern so-
called scientists do not have sufficient means to understand
the process of victory over birth and death. Therefore,
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they set aside the question of birth and death; they do not
consider it. They simply engage in the problems of the
material body, which is transient and sure to end.

Actually, human life is meant for conquering the insur-
mountable process of birth and death. That can be done as
stated here. Marm bhaja: one must engage in the devotional
service of the Lord. In Bhagavad-gita also the Lord says,
man-mana bhava mad-bhaktah: “Just become My devotee.
Just worship Me.” But foolish so-called scholars say that it
is not Krsna whom we must worship and to whom we must
surrender; it is something else. Without Krsna’s mercy,
therefore, no one can understand the Sankhya philosophy
or any philosophy which is especially meant for liberation.
Vedic knowledge confirms that one becomes entangled in
this material life because of ignorance and that one can
become free from material embarrassment by becoming
situated in factual knowledge. Sankhya means that factual
knowledge by which one can get out of the material
entanglement.

39w SRR SETRE |
ARAFIRRAT 18 (RIS 31

mam atmanam svayam-jyotih
sarva-bhiita-guhasayam
armany evatmanda viksya
visoko 'bhayam rcchasi

mam—Me; atrmanam—the Supreme Soul, or Paramatma;
svayam-jyotih—self-effulgent; sarva-bhiita—of all beings;
guha—in the hearts; asayam—dwelling; atmani—in your
own heart; eva—indeed; armana—through your intellect;
viksya—always seeing, always thinking; visokah—free
from lamentation; abhayam—ftearlessness; rcchasi—you
will achieve.

In your own heart, through your intellect, you will always
see Me, the supreme self-effulgent soul dwelling within the
hearts of all living entities. Thus you will achieve the state
of eternal life, free from all lamentation and fear.

PURPORT: People are very anxious to understand the
Absolute Truth in various ways, especially by experiencing
the brahmajyoti, or Brahman effulgence, by meditation
and by mental speculation. But Kapiladeva uses the word
mam to emphasize that the Personality of Godhead is the
ultimate feature of the Absolute Truth. In Bhagavad-gita
the Personality of Godhead always says mam, “unto Me,”
but the rascals misinterpret the clear meaning. Mam is the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. If one can see the
Supreme Personality of Godhead as He appears in differ-
ent incarnations and understand that He has not assumed
a material body but is present in His own eternal, spiritual
form, then one can understand the nature of the Person-
ality of Godhead. Since the less intelligent cannot under-
stand this point, it is stressed everywhere again and again.
Simply by seeing the form of the Lord as He presents

| Himself by His own internal potency as Krsna or Rama or

Kapila, one can directly see the brahmajyoti, because the
brahmajyoti is no more than the effulgence of His bodily
luster. Since the sunshine is the luster of the sun planet, by
seeing the sun one automatically sees the sunshine;
similarly, by seeing the Supreme Personality of Godhead
one simultaneously sees and experiences the Paramatma
feature as well as the impersonal Brahman feature of the
Supreme.

The Bhagavatam has already enunciated that the Abso-
lute Truth is present in three features—in the beginning as
the impersonal Brahman, in the next stage as the Param-
atma in everyone’s heart, and, at last, as the ultimate
realization of the Absolute Truth, Bhagavan, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. One who sees the Supreme
Person can automatically realize the other features,
namely the Paramatma and Brahman features of the Lord.
The words used here are visoko ’bhayam rcchasi. Simply
by seeing the Personality of Godhead one realizes every-
thing, and the result is that one becomes situated on the
platform where there is no lamentation and no fear. This
can be attained simply by devotional service to the
Personality of Godhead.

40 wexreTfeRhl et i qEu |
Rl wn =wt ot afEtsaf igo
matra adhyatmikim vidyam
samanim sarva-karmanam
vitarisye yaya casau
bhayam catitarisyati

matre—to My mother; adhyatmikim—which opens the

| door of spiritual life; vidyam—knowledge; samanim—

ending; sarva-karmanam—all fruitive activities; vitarsye—
I shall give; yaya—by which; ca—also; asau—she; bha-
yam—Tfear; ca—also; atitarisyati—will overcome.

I shall also describe this sublime knowledge, which is the
door to spiritual life, to My mother, so that she also can
attain perfection and self-realization, ending all reactions
to fruitive activities. Thus she also will be freed from all
material fear.

PURPORT: Kardama Muni was anxious about his good
wife, Devahiti, while leaving home, and so the worthy son
promised that not only would Kardama Muni be freed
from the material entanglement, but Devahuti would also
be freed by receiving instruction from her son. A very
good example is set here: the husband goes away, taking
the sannydsa order for self-realization, but his representa-
tive, the son, who is equally educated, remains at home to
deliver the mother. A sannyasi is not supposed to take his
wife with him. At the vanaprastha stage of retired life, or
the stage midway between householder life and renounced
life, one may keep his wife as an assistant without sex

I relations, but in the sannyasa order of life one cannot keep
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his wife with him. Otherwise, a person like Kardama Muni
could have kept his wife with him, and there would have
been no hindrance to his prosecution of self-realization.

in sannyasa life can have any kind of relationship with
women. But what is the position of a woman who is left by
her husband? She is entrusted to the son, and the son
promises that he will deliver his mother from entangle-
ment. A woman is not supposed to take sannyasa. So-
called spiritual societies concocted in modern times give
sannydsa even to women, although there is no sanction in
the Vedic literature for a woman’s accepting sannyasa.
Otherwise, if it were sanctioned, Kardama Muni could
have taken his wife and given her sannyasa. The woman
must remain at home. She has only three stages of life:
dependency on the father in childhood, dependency on the
husband in youth, and, in old age. dependency on the
grown-up son, such as Kapila. In old age the progress of
woman depends on the grown-up son. The ideal son,
Kapila Muni, is assuring His father of the deliverance of
His mother so that His father may go peacefully without
anxiety for his good wife.

739 Far9
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maitreya uvaca
evam samuditas tena
kapilena prajapatih
daksini-krtya tam prito
vanam eva jagama ha

maitreyah uvaca—the great sage Maitreya said; evam—
thus; samuditah—addressed: rena—by Him; kapilena—by
Kapila; prajapatih—the progenitor of human society;
daksini-krtya—having circumambulated; ram—Him;
pritah—being pacified; vanam—to the forest; eva—indeed;
jagama—nhe left; ha—then.

Sri Maitreya said: Thus when Kardama Muni, the pro-
genitor of human society, was spoken to in fullness by his
son, Kapila, he circumambulated Him, and with a good,
pacified mind he at once left for the forest.

PURPORT: Going to the forest is compulsory for everyone.
It is not a mental excursion upon which one person goes
and another does not. Everyone should go to the forest at
least as a vanaprastha. Forest-going means to take one-
hundred-percent shelter of the Supreme Lord, as explained
by Prahlada Maharaja in his talks with his father. Sada

samudvigna-dhivam (SB. 7.5.5). People who have accepted
a temporary, material body are always full of anxieties.

| One should not, therefore, be very much affected by this
Kardama Muni followed the Vedic injunction that no one |

material body, but should try to be freed. The preliminary

| process to become freed is to go to the forest or give up

family relationships and exclusively engage in Krsna
consciousness. That is the purpose of going to the forest.
Otherwise, the forest is only a place of monkeys and wild
animals. To go to the forest does not mean to become a
monkey or a ferocious animal. It means to accept exclu-
sively the shelter of the Supreme Personality of Godhead
and engage oneself in full service. One does not actually
have to go to the forest. At the present moment this is not
at all advisable for a man who has spent his life all along in
big cities. As explained by Prahlada Maharaja (hitvatma-

| patarm grham andha-kipan), one should not remain

always engaged in the responsibilities of family life
because family life without Krsna consciousness is just like
a blind well. Alone in a field. if one falls into a blind well
and no one is there to save him, he may cry for years, and
no one will see or hear where the crying is coming from.

| Death is sure. Similarly, those who are forgetful of their

eternal relationship with the Supreme Lord are in the
blind well of family life; their position is very ominous.
Prahlada Maharaja advised that one should give up this
well somehow or other and take to Krsna consciousness
and thus be freed from material entanglement, which is
full of anxieties.

42 7@ @ iEat AT g |
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vratam sa asthito maunam
atmaika-sarano munih

nihsango vyacarat ksonim
anagnir aniketanah

vratam—vow; sah—he (Kardama); asthirah—accepted;
maunam—silence; atma—by the Supreme Personality of
Godhead; eka—exclusively; saranah—being sheltered;
munih—the sage; nihsangah—without association; vyaca-

| rat—he traveled; ksonim—the earth; anagnih—without

fire; aniketanah—without shelter.

The sage Kardama accepted silence as a vow in order to
think of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and take
shelter of Him exclusively. Without association, he
traveled over the surface of the globe as a sannyasi, devoid
of any relationship with fire or shelter.

(continued in the next issue)

BAck To GODHEAD

48



This conversation between Srila Prabhu-

‘ pada and the poet Allen Ginsberg took

place on May 12, 1969, in Columbus,
Qhio.

Allen Ginsberg: It's diffi-
cult for me to conceive
everybody in America . . .
. Srila Prabhupada: No-
thing is accepted by
everybody.
Allen Ginsberg: Or
evenavast, vast number
of people livinga Hindu-
language-based, Hindu-
food-based, monastic life in
America. And many of us have
been thinking what form of religious
practice, what form of simple medita-
tion exercises could be set forth in
Americathat could be adopted by

-~

2N

solved the problem. One thing
I have noted is that the Krsna
temples have spread and are
firmly rooted and solidly
based. There are a number
of them now. So that really
isaverysolidroot. SoI think
that will continue.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes.
. Allen Ginsberg: But I'm
| wondering what the future
\ isthere? What’s the future

8 "~ 5o technical as this? So
' complicated as this? It re-

Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out

KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR EVERYONE

quires so much sophistication in terms
of diet, daily ritual—the whole thing
that you've been teaching. How far can
that spread? By its very complexity . . .
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, it is complex.
The whole idea is to keep the devotees
alwaysengaged in Krsna consciousness.
That is the program.

Allen Ginsberg: Well, the orthodox Jews
have avery heavy, complicated, moment

| by moment ritual daily existence for the

same purpose. It was to keep them
conscious of their religious nature. And
that has maintained a small group of
Jews over the centuries as an integral
unit. But this has tended to disappear in
the later generations now simply be-
cause modern life does not allow that
much Krsna consciousness or Jewish
consciousness or religious conscious-

| ness and attention, act by act through-
agreat, great, great many people |
on a large scale. We haven’t |

out the day. So my question is how
far can total Krsna devotion, act by
act all day, spread? How many people
can that encompass in a place like
America? Or are you intending only to
get a few followers, like several hun-
dred or a thousand who will be solid and
permanent?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Yes. That is my
program. Because Krsna conscious-
ness is not possible for everyone. In
the Bhagavad-gita we learn, bahunarm
Janmanam ante: after many, many births

| onecancome to this. Soitis not possible
of a religious observance

that amass of people, alarge quantity of
people, will be able to grasp it. Yousee?
Another place in the Bhagavad-gitaitis
said, manusyanam sahasresu
kascid yatati siddhaye: Among
many thousands of men, one
may be interested in how to liberate
himself. And out of many such
liberated persons, one may un-
derstand whatis Krsna. Sounder-
standing Krsna is not a very easy
thing. But Lord Caitanyais so
munificent that He has

given us a very easy pro-

cess, the chanting of Hare

Krsna. Otherwise Krsna
consciousness is not



easy. Because Krsna is the last word of
the Absolute Truth.

Generally, people are just like
animals. Out of many such persons, one
becomes interested in the scriptures.
Andout of manysuch persons, if they’re
attracted to the scriptures they’re
attracted to the ritualistic ceremonies
forimproving their economic condition.
Yousee? Not just Christians—everyone.
They take upreligion with the motive to
improve their economic condition.
Dharma, artha. Dharmameansreligion.
Artha means money. And then why
artha? To satisfy the senses. That is
kama. Dharma, artha, kama. And when
one becomes frustrated in sense
gratification, then one desiresliberation,

moksa—to merge. These four things
are going on. Dharma, artha, kama,
moksa.

But the Srimad-Bhagavatam says
that dharma is not meant for acquiring
money. Money is not meant for
satisfying the senses. Sense gratification
should be accepted simply to maintain
this body. That’s all. The real business is
tattva-jijiiasa, to understand the truth.
The human form of life is meant for
understanding the Absolute Truth.
Kama, sense gratification, does not
mean that you have to increase the
volume of sense gratification. No, you
have to accept sense gratification only
SO far as to be ab}c to live nicc]y The

Advertisement

human being should be inquisitive to
know the Absolute Truth. That is the
real business of human life. So to come
to that business, you won't find masses
of people. It is not possible. You
shouldn’t expect it.

Allen Ginsberg: Your plan here in
America, then, is to set up centers so
that those who are concerned can pursue
their studies and practice?

Srila Prabhupada: Personally, I have no
ambition.

Allen Ginsberg: Yeah.

Srila Prabhupada: But the mission of
human life is to come to that point. So at
least there must be some center or insti-
tution that may give people this idea. It
is not that everyone will come. €3

NEW from the Bhaktivedanta Archives!

3 Hardbound Volumes:

us $108

The Bhaktivedanta Archives

SRILA PRABHUPADA

SIKSAMRTA

Over five years of exhaustive research have produced 2,600
pages of nectarean instructions and practical spiritual advice
from Srila Prabhupada’s letters. This wonderful presenta-
tion provides the “skyscraper framework for us to decorate”
by practical application of Krsna consciousness in our per-
sonal lives, ISKCON, and society at large. This compilation
is divided into 50 major topics, with a three-level-deep Table
of Contents for fast, easy access.

Shipping & handling (allow 6 weeks for delivery)

ALL OTHERS..........

...$25
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Accepted
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EVERY IOWN
&VILLAGE

The worldwide activities of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

WORLD NEWS

- _ Hurricane Andrew’s 120-
caused minor damage to the ISKCON temple in Miami,
Florida—a broken window and some uprooted trees.
Devotees were attending marngala-arati when the heart of
the hurricane, headed straight for Miami, turned south to
Dade county, where the 150-mile-per-hour winds caused
billions of dollars in damage.

Two devotees died when their small plane crashed less than

a mile from the airport where they were supposed to land.
The devotees, Uttama Seva Dasa Brahmacari and Dana-

A scene from KrishnaFest’s play “The Age of Kali.”

vira Nitai Dasa Brahmacari, were returning from delivering
prasadam to victims of hurricane Andrew in Louisiana. The
two were mainstays of the New Orleans temple.

The “KrishnaFest” traveling party has been touring the
U. S., presenting cultural programs with chanting, philo-
sophy, prasadam, and a drama called *The Age of Kali.”

New temples are rising at two ISKCON farms —New
Ramana Reti in northern Florida and Gita Nagari in south-
eastern Pennsylvania. The new temples will replace old
ones now too small. The temples will both be Indian style.

ISKCON Detroit is building “Srinéthaji Hall,” a temple for
the Deity Srinathaji.

Ashok Hinduja (second from right) of the Hinduja Foundation
and ISKCON’s Gopala Krsna Goswami sign an agreement to work
Jointly to build a cultural center in New Delhi. Seated second from
left is Srichand Hinduja.

The Hinduja Foundation is joining forces
with [SKCON to build a cultural center in
New Delhi. The center will include a temple, museum,
library, park, and center for performing arts. Work has be-
gun at the three-acre hilltop site, overlooking Nehru Place.

Twenty thousand people took part in the seventh annual
Rathayatra (Festival of the Chariots) in Bhubaneswar,
capital of Orissa. The festival went on for nine days.
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Nelson M{mdex'a at ISKC ON s Temp!e of
Understanding in Durban, South Africa.

. Dr Nelson Mandela
. Sdi 2| visited ISKCON’s
Tt,mplc, of Understanding in Durban,
South Africa. He and twenty-five
= members of the African National
Bhakti Abhay Carana Swami (center, holding megaphone) leads devotees in chanting Congress toured the temple and had
Hare Krsna in a Managua market. lunch at its restaurant, Govinda’s.

Nicaragua is receiving visits 10f , Nearly 3,000

i : . again from devotees of - devotees gathered
Klsnd Long dbsem ‘devotees have lately been spreading b o Gorky Park in
Krsna consciousness in Managua, the capital. July for Moscow’s annual Festival of the Chariots.

PADAYATRA NEWS

Padayatra America

Having walked through El Salvador, Honduras, and Nicar-
agua, the devotees continue their journey south, through
Costa Rica and Panama.

Padayatra Worldwide
Countries that held summer or fall Padayatras this year:
England, Spain, Italy, Switzerland, Germany, Mauritius,
and Malaysia.

Confirmed for next year: New Zealand (January) and
Hungary (summer).

“How to Start Your Own Padayatra,” a detailed
manual, is now available from the Padayatra Worldwide
office in New Delhi. Cost: US $16, plus $4.00 for overseas

| Padayatra America enters Jocoro, El Salvador.

postage. Padayatra America

1111 Grand Ave., San Diego, CA 92109. Phone: (619) 273-
For more information about Padayatra, write to: 7262,
Padayatra Worldwide Padayatra Europe
62, Sant Nagar (near Nehru Place), New Delhi 110 065 Bhaktivedanta Manor, Lecthmore Heath, Watford, Herts.
India. Phone: +91 (11) 642-1736. Fax: +91 (11) 647-0742 WD2 SEP, England. Phone: +44 (92) 385-7244
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BIG INDEX, 1992

AUTHORS

Advaita Acarya Dasa
See “India’s Heritage.”
Amarendra Dasa
MAJOR LEGAL DEVELOPMENTS IMPACT
[SKCON'S FUTURE, July/August, page 64.
Badrinarayana Dasa
MY DISCOVERY OF INDIA’S WEALTH, July/
August, page 40.
Bhakta Vic of 108
See “Straight Talk.”
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, His Divine Grace A. C.
THE SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL STRENGTH,
January/February, page 7.
THE HIDDEN INCARNATION, March/April, page 8.
THE ETERNAL STRUGGLE, May/June, page 7.
USE YOUR TONGUE TO REALIZE KRSNA, July/
August, page 9.
SIMPLY LOVE KRSNA, September/October, page 8.
KRSNA'S EMISSARY, November/December, page 6.
Bhakti Vikasa Swami
ON PILGRIMAGE AT NATHDWARA, November/
December, page 25.
Cintamani Dhama Devi Dasi
INCREASING OUR DEPENDENCE ON KRSNA,
March/April, page 57.
Drutakarma Dasa
PROMOTING THE ORIGINAL IDEA, January/
February, page 27.
PEACE AND THE NEW NATIONALISM, July/
August, page 25.
ISKCON CELEBRATES 25 YEARS OF GROWTH ,
November/December, page 40.

Oxen draw a plow at a Hare Krsna farm in Australia (BTG, Sep-
tember/October).

Hare Krsna Devi Dasi
See “The Land, the Cows, and Krsna.”
Hari Mohana Dasa
INDIAN/AMERICAN/HARE KRSNA, May/June,
page 52.
Indradyumna Swami
INDONESIA'S VEDIC VALLEY, May/June, page 24.
YOUR INSTRUCTIONS FROMTHE MOUTH
OF A CHILD, July/August, page 7.
Jahnavi Devi Dasi
GOD’S FAMILY TREE, May/June, page 31.
Jayadvaita Swami
AT THE FESTIVAL IN INDIA, 1992, July/August,
page 32. See also “From the Editor.”
Jaya Vijaya Dasa
A BATH IN THE NECTAR AT NASIK, September/
October, page 32.

The temple of Lord Channa Kesava (BTG, May/June).

Krsna Smarana Dasa
See “India’s Heritage.”

| Kundali Dasa

THE SIX TREATISES OF SRILA JIVA GOSVAMI:
AN OVERVIEW, November/December, page 24.
Lavangalatika Devi Dasi
THE TEMPLE OF LORD CHANNA KESAVA, May/
June, page 56.
Lokanatha Swami
PANDHARPUR, LAND OF LORD VITTHALA,
March/April, page 24.
Maha-mantra Dasa
A BATH IN THE NECTAR AT NASIK, September/
October, page 32.
Mula Prakrti Devi Dasi
LIGHT FOR THE DARK WELL, July/August,
page 49.
Nagaraja Dasa
See “From the Editor.”
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Nartaka Gopala Devi Dasi
LITHUANIAN LIBERATION, January/February,
page 40.
Padma Nabha Goswami
SRI RADHA-RAMANAJT: THE SELF-MANI-
FESTED DEITY, January/February, page 24.
Ranchor Dasa
REVIVING THE FORESTS OF VRNDAVANA,
September/October, page 24.

Srila Prabhupada’s samadhi in Mayapur (BTG, Sept./October).

Ravindra Svariipa Dasa
See “Through the Eyes of Sastra.”
Rohininandana Dasa
See “Bhakti-yoga at Home.”
Sadaputa Dasa
See “Science: The Vedic View.”
Sadbhuja Dasa
SRILA PRABHUPADA'S MAYAPUR MEMORIAL,
September/October, page 40.
Satsvarapa Dasa Goswami
See “Lessons from the Road.”
Satya Narayana Dasa
THE SIX TREATISES OF SRILA JIVA GOSVAMI:
AN OVERVIEW, November/December, page 24.
Satyaraja Dasa
SRINIVASA ACARYA: THE EMBODIMENT OF
LORD CAITANYA’'S LOVE (PART I). January/
February, page 31.
SRINIVASA ACARYA: THE EMBODIMENT OF
LORD CAITANYA'S LOVE (PART II), March/
4 April, page 34,
SRINIVASA ACARYA: THE EMBODIMENT OF
LORD’S CAITANYA’S LOVE (PART III), May/
) June, page 35.
Sri Rama Dasa
See “Schooling Krsna’s Children.”
Urmila Devi Dasi
See “Schooling Krsna’s Children.”
Visakha Devi Dasi
LIGHT FOR THE DARK WELL, July/August,
page 49.

Vrnda Devi Dasi
BHAKTI-YOGA AT SCHOOL, May/June, page 28.
Yadurani Devi Dasi
“I HAVE NO CAPACITY TO REPAY YOU,” March/
April, page 40.
PAINTING BEAUTIFUL LORD BOAR, May/June,
page 41.
DIVINE FEROCITY, September/October, page 49.
Yamuna Devi Dasi
See “Lord Krsna’s Cuisine.”
Yasomatinandana Dasa
SERVING SRINATHAJI, November/December,
page 31.

COLUMNS

“Bhakti-Yoga at Home”—Rohininandana Dasa
TOUCH IT TO YOUR HEAD, January/February,
page 23.
DEALING WITH BAD ASSOCIATION AT WORK,
March/April, page 22.
THE ART OF READING TRANSCENDENTAL
LITERATURE, September/October, page 13.
MANTRAS IN YOUR HOME, November/December,
page 15.
“India’s Heritage”
SERVICE TO THE COW, Advaita Acarya Dasa,
January/February, page 11.
WHAT IS THE SECRET? Krsna Smarana Dasa,
November/December, page 11.
“The Land, the Cows, and Krsna”—Hare Krsna Devi Dasi
THE ORIGINS OF COW-KILLING ECONOMICS
(PARTT), January/February, page 17.
THE ORIGINS OF COW-KILLING ECONOMICS
(PART II), March/April, page 21.
THE ORIGINS OF COW-KILLING ECONOMICS
(PART III), May/June, page 17.
THE FARMER AND THE LAND, July/August, page 22.
THE FARMER AND THE COWS, September/October,
page 16.
THE FARMER AND KRSNA, November/December,
page 16.
“Lessons from the Road”—Satsvariipa Dasa Goswami
IS THE SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM CLASS STILL
RELEVANT? January/February, page 9.
PREPARING FOR A PILGRIMAGE, March/April,
page 11.
VRNDAVANA MEDITATIONS, May/June, page 9.
RETURNING FROM PILGRIMAGE, July/August,
page 11.
IS KRSNA A MYTH? September/October, page 11.
BEGGING FOR THE NECTAR OF THE HOLY
NAME, November/December, page 9.
“Lord Krsna’s Cuisine”—Yamuna Devi
BY REQUEST—COOKING LESSONS, January/
February, page 10.
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THE VAISNAVA KITCHEN: HANDS TO WORK,
HEARTS TO GOD, March/April, page 12.
RICE—GOING WITH THE GRAIN, May/June,
page 14.
INDIA’S WAY WITH LEGUMES: A HEALTHY
PROTEIN ALTERNATIVE, July/August, page 12.
INTRODUCTION TO DAL: BADI—SUN-DRIED
LEGUME NUGGETS, November/December,
page 10.
*Schooling Krsna’s Children”
KICK OUT DARWIN, Urmila Devi Dasi, January/
February, page 15.
AN ALTERNATIVE TO NONDEVOTIONAL
SCHOOLING, Sri Rama Dasa, March/April,
page 19.
FOUR KINDS OF PARENTS—FOUR DIFFERENT
RESULTS, Sti Rama Dasa, May/June, page 15.
MAYAPUR VISIONS—REORGANIZING THE
GURUKULA, Sri Rama Dasa, July/August,
page 17.
“Science: The Vedic View”—Sadapiuta Dasa
THE LITTLE MAN IN THE BRAIN, January/
February, page 12.
IMITATORS OF LIFE, March/April, page 13.
ON MYSTIC PERFECTIONS AND LONG-
DISTANCE HYPNOSIS, May/June, page 10.
PARADOXES OF TIME AND SPACE, July/August,
page 14.

WAS THERE AN EVE? September/October, page 19.

ON GOD AND SCIENCE, November/December,

page 18.
“Straight Talk”—Bhakta Vic of 108

MEETING “MR. SEX-IS-GREAT,” January/
February, page 22.

“I'M NOT THIS GREEN HAIR,” March/April,
page 20.

“KARMA KILLS COMPASSION,” July/August,
page 19.

WHY HARE KRSNA AND HARDCORE? Septem-
ber/October, page 15.

INDEX
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SELF-ESTEEM, November/December, page 14.
“Through the Eyes of Sastra”—Ravindra Svariipa Dasa

ISKCON’S DHARMA-CAKRA (PART I), January/
February, page 18.

ISKCON'S DHARMA-CAKRA (PART II), March/
April, page 16.

ISKCON’S DHARMA-CAKRA (PART IIT), May/
June, page 19.

DEPARTMENTS

“From the Editor”
THE CAITANYA VAISNAVAS by Nagaraja Dasa,
January/February, page 3.
MAYA’S HAT TRICK by Jayadvaita Swami, March/
April, page 3.

PILGRIMS TO INDIA, Nagaraja Dasa, May/June,
page 3.

FIGHTING IN THE SMOG, Jayadvaita Swami,
July/August, page 3.

ARE YOU MORE THAN GREEN, RIGHTEOQUS,
AND DEAD? Jayadvaita Swami, September/

October, page 3.

WITH THE HELP OF LORD SRINATHAIJT,

Jayadvaita Swami, November/December,
page 3.
“Project Profile”

BALA BOOKS, January/February, page 51.

THE BHAKTIVEDANTA ARCHIVES, March/April,
page 53.

THE PRABHUPADA BENEVOLENT FOUNDA-
TION, May/June, page 55.

THE BBT LIBRARY PARTY (INDIA), July/August,
page 31.

THE BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI CHARITY
TRUST, September/October, page 56.

ISKCON PRISON MINISTRIES, November/Decem-
ber, page 61.

“Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out”

MISMANAGEMENT BY RASCALS, January/
February, page 47.

HOW CAN THERE BE PEACE? March/April,
page 47.

WHERE IS YOUR RELIGION? (PART I), May/
June, page 39.

WHERE IS YOUR RELIGION? (PART II), July/
August, page 47.

INSTANT HEAVEN, September/October, page 47.

KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR
EVERYONE, November/December, page 51.

“Srimad-Bhagavatam”

DEVAHUTI REQUESTS A BOON, January/
February, page 43.

THE DESCENT OF LORD KAPILA, March/April,
page 43.
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KARDAMA MUNI: THE OBEDIENT SON, May/
June, page 45.

KARDAMA PRAYS TO HIS DIVINE SON, July/
August, page 43.

LORD KAPILA'S TRANSCENDENTAL FORM,
September/October, page 43.

SANKHYA: PHILOSOPHY FOR LIBERATION,
November, December. page 43.

“The Vedic Observer”

KRSNA FOR PRESIDENT, Suresvara Dasa,

September/October, page 64.

FEATURES

ARAB WORLD, BRINGING KRSNA TO THE,
interview with Gaura Bhakta Dasa, September/
October, page 36.
BHAKTI-YOGA AT SCHOOL, Vrnda Devi Dasi,
May/June, page 28.
DEPENDENCE ON KRSNA, INCREASING OUR,

Cintamani Dhama Devi Dasi, March/April, page 57.

DIVINE FEROCITY, Yadurani Devi Dasi, Septem-
ber/October, page 49.

FESTIVAL IN INDIA, 1992, AT THE, Jayadvaita
Swami, July/August, page 32.

Sri Sri Radha-Madhava and the eight gopis (BTG, July/August).

GOD’S FAMILY TREE, Jahnavi Devi Dasi, May/
June, page 31.

HIDDEN INCARNATION, THE, Srila Prabhupada,
March/April, page 8.

“I HAVE NO CAPACITY TO REPAY YOU,”
Yadurani Devi Dasi, March/April, page 40.

INDIAN/AMERICAN/HARE KRSNA, Hari
Mohana Dasa, May/June, page 52.

INDIA'S WEALTH, MY DISCOVERY OF, Badri-
narayana Dasa, July/August, page 40.

INDONESIA’S VEDIC VILLAGE, Indradyumna
Swami, May/June, page 24.

KRSNA’S EMISSARY, Srila Prabhupada, November/
December, page 6.

KRSNA, SIMPLY LOVE, Srila Prabhupada, Septem-
ber/October, page 8.

INDEX
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KRSNA, USE YOUR TONGUE TO REALIZE,
Srila Prabhupada, July/August, page 9.
JIVA GOSVAMI, SRILA, THE SIX TREATISES
OF: AN OVERVIEW, Satya Narayana Dasa
and Kundali Dasa, November/December, page 24.
LIGHT FOR THE DARK WELL, Mila Prakrti Devi
Dasi and Visakha Devi Dasi. July/August, page 49.
LITHUANIAN LIBERATION, Nartaka Gopala Devi
Dasi, January/February, page 40.
LORD CHANNA KESAVA, THE TEMPLE OF,
Lavangalatika Devi Dasi, May/June, page 56.
NASIK, A BATH IN THE NECTAR AT, Jaya Vijaya
Dasa and Maha-mantra Dasa, September/October,
page 32.
NATHDWARA, ON PILGRIMAGE AT, Bhakti
Vikasa Swami, November/December, page 25.
ORIGINAL IDEA, PROMOTING THE, Druta-
karma Dasa, January/February, page 27.
PAINTING BEAUTIFUL LORD BOAR. Yadurani
Devi Dasi, May/June, page 41.
PANDHARPUR: LAND OF LORD VITTHALA,
Lokanatha Swami, March/April, page 24.
PEACE AND THE NEW NATIONALISM, Druta-
karma Dasa, July/August, page 25.
SPIRITUAL STRENGTH, THE SOURCE OF, Srila
Prabhupada, January/February, page 7.
SRILA PRABHUPADA'S MAYAPUR
MEMORIAL, Sadbhuja Dasa, September/October,
page 40.
SRINATHAIJI, SERVING, Yasomatinandana Dasa,
November/December, page 31.
SRINIVASA ACARYA: THE EMBODIMENT OF
LORD CAITANYA'S LOVE, Satyaraja Dasa, Part
One: January/February, page 31; Part Two: March/
April, page 34: Part Three: May/June, page 35.
SRIRADHA-RAMANAIJIL: THE SELF-
MANIFESTED DEITY, Padma Nabha Goswami,
January/February, page 24.
STRUGGLE, THE ETERNAL, Srila Prabhupada,
May/June, page 7.
VRNDAVANA, REVIVING THE FORESTS OF,
Ranchor Dasa, September/October, page 24.
YOUR INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE MOUTH OF A
CHILD, Indradyumna Swami, July/August, page 7.

MISCELLANEOUS

IS KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS HINDU? July/August,
page 64.
MAJOR LEGAL DEVELOPMENTS IMPACT
ISKCON’S FUTURE, Amarendra Dasa, September/
October, page 64,
MAHA-MANTRA ROCKS MOSCOW, November/
December, page 64.
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RESOURCES
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ADVERTISING RATE—$.50 a word.
Frequency discount: 4 times (same ad), 10%
off. All Resources ads must be prepaid. We
accept only ads directly meant for Krsna
conscious devotional service. You can reach
us at: Back to Godhead Resources, P. O.
Box 90946, San Diego, CA 92169. Phone:
(619) 272-7384. Fax: (619) 272-3673.

PUBLICATIONS

Conversations with Srila Prabhu-
pada—The complete set—37 vol-
umes—now available: $415. (First 20
volumes: $225; final 17: $190.)
Postage extra. Contact The Bhakti-
vedanta Archives, P. O. Box 34453,
Los Angeles, CA 90034. Phone: (310)
559-2143. Fax: (310) 559-0935.

Subscribe to Padayatra Worldwide
Newsletter. One year: $6. Two years:
$11. Five years: $27. Contact: Vrnda-
vana Lila Devi Dasi, 3765 Watseka
Ave. #11, Los Angeles, CA 90034.

Appreciating Sri Vrindavana
Dhama, by Mahanidhi Swami. A
book of Vrndavana nectar filled with
philosophy, pastimes, prayers, and
practical guidelines for visiting and
living in Vrndavana. Available at
[SKCON Vrndavana, India. Agent
inquiries welcome.

Nectar Books—New for Karttika!
Damodardastakam with Sanatana
Gosvami's purport (Dig-darsini-tika),
paperback, $5. Radha-Krsna Nectar
(amazing 200-page anthology of
ancient songs, astakams, and transcen-
dental miscellany), $16. Gaurarnga-
lilamrta—ecstatic Lord Caitanya
pastimes, $6. Nectar Books, PO. Box
574, Union City, Georgia 30291.

Handbook on Ox Power, the philoso-
phy and practice of training oxen for
farm work as well as Padayatra. Price:
£10; includes postage and handling.
Cow Protection, the Basis of Varn-
asrama, video on training oxen and

the importance of cow protection.
Price: £10; includes postage and hand-
ling. Write: Parasurama Dasa, Bhakti-
vedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath,
Watford, Herts. WD2 8EP, England.

" AUDIO-VISUAL

Srila Prabhupada Tape Ministry. Your
tape storage problems now solved at
no expense to you. Send now for
details and a free catalog listing over

| 700 tapes. Bhaktivedanta Tape Mini-
| stry, P. O. Box 34453, Los Angeles,

CA 90034. Phone: (310) 559-2143.
Fax: (310) 559-0935.

Padayatra Tape Ministry. Classes and
kirtanas by Lokanath Swami. Free
catalog. Contact: Vrndavana Lila
Devi Dasi, 3765 Watseka Ave. #11,
Los Angeles, CA 90034.

Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami Tape
Ministry. Over 400 tapes available.
$3 per tape. Subscription rates—

3 months (12 tapes): $30 ($2.50 ea.);
| year (48 tapes): $108 ($2.25 ea.).
Extra charge for airmail outside US.

| A list of recent releases is free upon

ISKCON
World Review

Get connected to all of our dy-
namic worldwide movement.
Exciting news, information, mar-
ketplace, and Krsna conscious
opportunities. For 12 issues: US,
$18 for First Class mail, $10 for
Third Class. Outside the US, $20.
For subscriptions, ads, bulk or-
ders, and news submissions,
please contact IWR, P. O. Box
99103, San Diego, CA 92169.
Phone: (619) 273-6110. Fax:
(619) 270-4183.
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request. Full catalog: $5. Send orders
to Madhava Dasa, 72 Commonwealth
Avenue, Boston, MA 02116.

First Offering. Recently completed
five-year lecture series by Krishna-
Fest co-director Danavir Dasa on
Bhakta Program, Education, the
Human Purpose, Beginning Krsna
Consciousness, and much more.
Also, Magic Is the Chanting, by the
KrishnaFest Kirtana Band. $3 per
tape, or $2.50 per tape by subscrip-
tion. Free catalog. Write to Danavir
Tape Ministry, 1507 Cliffwood,
Euless, TX 76040. In the US call toll
free: (800) 243-3292.

FREE sample tape! Send for yours
today! Hear the Mahabharata read by
Hridayananda Dasa Goswami. Spe-
cial classes for householders, college
preaching, and kirtanas. Over 1,000
selections, English and Spanish. Free
list of recent tapes. Complete catalog:
$2. Hridayananda Tape Ministry, P. O.

Box 99103, San Diego, CA 92169.

Bhagavad-gita As It Is for MS-DOS
computers. Full index and search pro-
gram included. Requires 2 megs of
hard-disk space. Low, low introduc-
tory price: $20 plus postage ($2 US,
$5 outside US). Please specify floppy-
drive type (3'%2" or 5%4"). Bhakti-
vedanta Archives, P. O. Box 34453,
Los Angeles, CA 90034,

All the Hare Krsna movement’s music
and philosophy in audiocassettes,
videos, photographs, and literature.
An international service by the Syd-

| ney Tape Ministry. Call or write for a

free catalog. Daksina Dasa, GPO
2329, Sydney 2001, Australia. Phone:
(61) 2-9582748.

| New tapes from Mahatma Dasa.

Heart and Soul, beautifully orches-
trated melodies for the mahda-mantra.
Siksastaka and other prayers. Higher
Dimensions, live modern melodious



Alabama
Dothan:

Kirit Joshi, M.D.
(205) 793-2618

Arizona

Chino Valley:

Karin Goldman

P. O. Box 2238

Chino Valley, AZ 86323
(No phone)

Mesa:
Vibhuti Srivastava
(602) 691-2963

California

To find out about programs
in Anaheim Hills, Corona,
Cerritos, Diamond Bar,
Granada Hills, Laguna
Niguel, Long Beach, Red-
lands, Santa Ana, Simi
Valley, and other southern
CA locations, call Pavaka
Dasi at (310) 815-9501.

Grass Valley/ Nevada City:
Haripada Dasa &

Phalini Devi Dasi
(916) 432-2789

Ojai:

Mayesvara Dasa &
Urvasi Devi Dasi

(Bill & Joan Roberts)

(805) 640-0405

Placentia:
Sri Radha Raman Temple
(714) 996-7262

Santa Rosa:

Jagannatha Puri Dasa &
Tripurari Devi Dasi

Bus. phone: (707) 526-7211

Turlock/Modesto:
Nitai-Caitanya Dasa Stein
(209) 634-5976

Hawaii

Haiku:

Caitanya Vaisnava Sanga
(808) 572-9588

Ninole:

Adi Karta Dasa or
Kirtana Rasa Dasi

P. O. Box 108, Ninole, HI
96773

RESOURCES

hear from you.

GATHERINGS

Perhaps the nearest temple is too far away and you
wish there were some place closer you could go to.
Perhaps you'd like to meet others in your area who
are interested in Krsna consciousness.

If so, get in touch with the people listed here.
They and their friends regularly gather in their
homes—or they want to start. They’ll be happy to

If you'd like to be added to the list, please send
your name, city, and phone number to: Gatherings,
BTG, P. O. Box 90946, San Diego, CA 92169, USA.

In each issue we’ll add new gatherings and list
as many old ones as space allows.

Maryland
Silver Spring:
Anuttama Dasa
(301) 236-4717

Silver Spring:

Mr. & Mrs. Sankhla &
Jahnavi Devi Dast

(301) 236-0564

Massachusetts
Quincy:

Charran Mahadeo
(Caitya Guru Dasa)
(617) 471-7911

Amberst/Northampton:
Bharatasrestha Dasa &

Dina Daya Devi Dasi
(413) 256-0839

Nevada
Henderson:
Margaret Dvorak
(702) 454-1215

New York

Buffalo:

Mahavegavati Devi Dasit
(716) 873-4360

Corona (Queens):
Sivaradhya Dasa (Nikhil

N. Trivedi) & families
(718) 639-6580

Lockport:

Jagannatha Dasa &
Vrndarani Devi Dasi

(716) 434-9662

North Carolina

Belmont:

Kantilal & Sashila
Patel

(Satyavrata Dasa &
Krsna Kumari Devi
Dasi)

(704) 825-3753

Fayetteville:
Dayavira Dasa
(919) 425-6861

North Dakota
Esmond:

Randolph Schwab
(Ranga Ranjana Dasa)
(701) 249-3233

Oregon
Portland:
Ksetra-jna Dasa
(503) 234-8971

Pennsylvania
Norristown:
Radha Krishna
Mahajan, M. D.
(Kaivalya Dasa)
(215) 539-3221

Stroudsburg:

Dr. Shyamsundar
. Mahajan

(Samika Rsi Dasa)

(717) 424-9449

Tennessee
Murfreesboro:
Nitai Gaurasundara
Dasa

(Dr. Ravi Singh)
(615) 896-3425
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Texas

Austin:

Sankarsana Dasa &
Visnupriya Devi Dast

(512) 339-8668

Utah

Spanish Fork:

KHON Radio (1480 AM)
(801) 798-3559

Washington
Kennewick:

Dave & Anna Sherman
(509) 582-6520

Canada

Hamilton, Ontario:
Bhagavad-gita Club
(416) 523-6209

Hamilton, Ontario:

Visvakarma Dasa &
Karana Karana Devi
Dasi

(416) 545-5114

Markham, Ontario:
Prabhupada Dasa
(V. B. Sharma)
(416) 294-9431

Toronto:
Ramananda Raya Dasa
(416) 297-6131

United Kingdom

Regular gatherings take
place in more than twenty
cities. To find the one
nearest you, or for help in
starting one, contact
Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd.,
Reader Services Dept.,

P. O. Box 324, Boreham-
wood, Herts. WD6 1NB.
Phone: (081) 905 1244.

Commonwealth of
Independent States
Programs are held in more
than 100 cities in the
former Soviet Union. For
information contact
Kirtiraja Dasa, P. O. Box
1445, Alachua, Florida
32615-1445, USA. Phone:
(904) 462-5805. Fax: (904)
462-5810.



Gita Nagari Retreat

Port Royal, Pennsylvania

Like to learn more about Krsna
consciousness and how you can
apply it to your life?

Spend a weekend with other
devotees of Krsna in a quiet,
peaceful setting, away from the
pressures of modern life.

Final 1992 Retreat
November 27-29

To register, or for more informa-
tion, contact Romapada Swami,
305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn,
NY 11217.Phone: (718) 624-8614.

kirtanas with KrishnaFest band.

each. $7.95 overseas. Payable to
KrishnaFest, 5430 Gurley Avenue,
Dallas, TX 75223. Phone: (214) 827-
6330.

Gour Govinda Swami Tape Ministry.
For free catalog, write to: GGSTM,
1420 228th Avenue SE, Issaquah, WA
98027. Phone: (206) 391-3293.

EpucCATION

RESOURCES

(814" x 11" three-ring binder). $25

| plus $5 shipping. Urmila Devi Dasi,

1842 Bushy Cook Rd., Efland, NC

| 27243, (919) 563-4176.

PROJECTS

Padayatra America invites all. Join the
ecstatic “Every Town and Village™
campaign. Donations accepted. For
more information write to: Padayatra
America, 1111 Grand Ave., San Diego,
CA 92109. Phone: (619) 273-7262.

(GENERAL

The Bhaktivedanta School for San-
skrit Studies, working to substantiate
ISKCON’s claim to being Vedic and
Vedantic, invites your participation.
Train to be an authorized translator,
BBT editor, or gurukula Sanskrit
teacher. Help develop the school’s
brahminical asrama and its preaching
programs. Study the works of Vais-
nava acaryas and the Vedic sastras in
their original languages. Write: Gopi-
paranadhana Dasa, 82 Flint Ridge,
Hillsborough, NC 27278.

Gurukula Guidebook for classroom
organization and teaching now avail-
able. Teaching all subjects for ages

5-18, choosing reading books, helping |

adolescents, and more. 500 pages

| Original paintings as seen in BTG,

Bhagavatam, etc., available. Paintings
done to order. Puskara Dasa, P. O.
Box 1094, Alachua, FL 32615. Phone:

Digitally recorded and mastered. $6.95 (904) 462-0144.

Krsna’s Favorite Chutney Recipes!
Easy—Exotic—Delicious. Apple,
raisin, peanut, etc. 10 recipe cards—
$4.95. Also, 10 recipes each for left-
over bread or rice. 10 cards—$4.95.
Aarti Dalal, P. O. Box 1481, El Toro,
CA 92630.

NEW RELEASE! A Transcendental
Diary—Travels with Srila Prabhu-
pada, Vol. 1, by Hari Sauri Dasa; 640
pages, 60 color photos, full index.
Hardbound $24.95; soft $14.95. Add
$4 postage and handling; overseas add
$6. California residents add 8.25%
sales tax. HS Books, 1380 Garnet
Ave., Suite E527, San Diego, CA
92109.

Devotional supplies. Incense (bulk

| and pack), essential oils, tilaka, dhotis,

saris, slips, ktirtas, harmoniums,
beads, tapes, books, Brijbasi cards
and posters, etc. Yes, Krishna Dasi,
we do accept charge cards. Krishna
Culture: Call 1-800-829-2579 or fax
(215) 247-8702 to order or request

| free catalogs.

All-in-one 1993 Vishvahindu Calen-
dar, essential and useful, especially
for Hindu families. In ten languages,
with holidays of all states of India and
other countries of the world where
Hindus live. The ideal international
Hindu calendar. £3 or US$8, by air-
mail from: L. J. Bhardia, P. O. Box
43414, Nairobi, Kenya. Phone: +254-
2-228890. Fax: 211426.

—— Gita Nagari Institute ——
January 6-12, 1993

Gita Nagari Farm, Port Royal, Pennsylvania—Fee: $160
(Couples are encouraged to attend the Institute together.
Special price for husband and wife: $240)

Romapada Swami—Improving Sadhana Bhakiti
Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami—Life and Teachings of Srila Prabhupada
Sridhara Swami —Sri Isopanisad
Varsana Swami—Siksastaka
Gopiparanadhana Dasa—Defeating Mayavada Philosophy
Muralivadaka Dasa—To be announced
Sadaputa Dasa—~Mind, Brain, and Consciousness
Suresvara Dasa—Bhagavad-gita, Chapters 15-18

Everyone is welcome!

If you plan to attend. please contact Romapada Swami,
305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, NY 11217. Phone: (718) 624-8614.
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Advertisement

TV bri I
Let your TV bring you closer to Krsna.
ISKCON Television (ITV) is dedicated
to bringing you exciting transcendental experiences
through the best quality videos possible.
SIX HOURS 4
- ewly discov -
Send for your FREE 40-page catalog! Over 130 hours of .. e Prabtwpa footegs -
=T T N O o R i SN SRR s —] * Srila Prabhupada now available! 1
| ITV Productions | * Music and dance
] 3755 Watseka Ave. #200, Los Angeles, CA 90034 l % Theater and art . :
| e | * Devotional feature films ,‘_,: | v
| LJ YES!Iwould like to receive a free ITV catalog. | * Vedic science @}\@A \
I Please send me one right away! I s Kr$l_la puppet ShOWS .Your In.;'ing_ ot
I Name — I > Vegetarian COOkiTlg lessons of the spiritual world.
e apt___ | * Spiritual documentaries il
| | % Devotional music lessons
[ Star | % Health and fitness
| Zip Country | % ISKCON activities
A A T o o e L _| % Interviews
We do professional video/film production, conversions, and duplication.
Have camera; will travel. Devotional work our favorite.
AR e e e AR O ) A R U m it e =

- y
Moving:
If you're planning a move, please use this form (or a copy) to let us know.

Attach your Back to Godhead mailing label in the space at the right. Print your name
and new address in the box below. Then mail the entire form to:

I I
I I
I [
I I
I I
I I
: BTG / Subscriber Service Center, P.0. Box 16027, N. Hollywood, CA 91615-9900 = :
[0)]
| (Please send early to ensure continuous service.) % |
I = I
| & I
| Your NEW address goes here & |
| 3 |
| Name = |
PLEASE PRINT g?:
: Address Apt :
: City State_ 7Zip I
| Country Phone |
I I
I I
| IR e NN Sl ORG-S5 el S S DRI e R e e L e sl
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mmm PROJECT

ROFILE

HERE’S A Krsna conscious
project you might like to
support or get involved in.

PROJECT
ISKCON Prison Ministries (IPM).

HEADQUARTERS

New Ramana Reti, Alachua, Florida

PROJECT MEMBERS

Candrasekhara Dasa, director; Man-
kumari Devi Dasi, secretary; Bhakti-
lata Devi Dasi, Montreal; Haridhvani
Devi Dasi, Los Angeles; Amala
Bhakta Dasa, Los Angeles; Syama-
priya Devi Dasi, San Diego; Nidra
Devi Dasi, Denver; Sarva-drk Dasa,
Denver; and several inmates who
have been trained in Krsna conscious-
ness and are now teaching others.

GOALS

To bring Krsna consciousness to
prisons around the world, to provide
opportunities for inmates to practice
Krsna consciousness, and to guide
inmates in their spiritual life.

In 1962 Srila Prabhupada wrote as
one of the goals in the prospectus for
his League of Devotees (the precur-
sor to ISKCON): “To take charge of
moral upliftment by spiritual process
even for the criminals and prisoners
of state, and to accept all kinds of
help and facilities from the police and
government concerned.™

DETAILS
ISKCON Prison Ministries continues
the work of ISKCON devotees who
have been helping inmates for at least
fifteen years. Devotees worldwide are
writing to inmates and visiting pris-
ons. [PM is trying to expand and
coordinate this work in North Ameri-
ca and beyond.

The Ministries’ preachers counsel
and inspire inmates trying to become
Krsna conscious. IPM has been suc-

cessful in getting Srila Prabhupada’s
books to inmates who want them. The
Ministries’ programs in prisons fea-
ture chanting, sharing prasadam, and
studying and distributing Srila
Prabhupada’s books. Some inmates
quickly become vegetarian and under-
stand that Lord Krsna is the Supreme

| Personality of Godhead. As inmates

refer other inmates to Krsna con-
sciousness, the work expands.

Candrasekhara Dasa with a painting of
Srila Prabhupada done by an inmate.

PLANS

To place Srila Prabhupada’s books in
prison libraries worldwide, to start
The Freedom Journal, a newspaper
for inmates, to provide inmates a
correspondence course on Krsna
consciousness, and to find devotees in
each state in the U. S. to place books
in prison libraries in their state.

OBSTACLES

Prison bureaucracy.

Shortage of devotees willing to
start prison programs in countries
around the world.

BACK TO GODHEAD

61

HOW YOU CAN HELP

® Write to prisoners. IPM has a list of
inmates who would like a Krsna
conscious pen pal.

» Give books (new softbounds are
best) or money for books.

e Give money for postage.

e Give a computer, an electric type-
writer, or a portable electronic
typewriter.

e Start a prison program in your
state.

e If you live outside the U. S., you
can help get books to prisoners in
your country. Contact the Minis-
tries to find out how.

To help in any way. to send a tax-
deductible donation, or for more
information, please contact:

Candrasekhara Dasa
ISKCON Prison Ministries
P. O. Box 819

Alachua, FL 32615

LETTERS FROM INMATES

(to Candrasekhara Dasa)

| Hare Krsna. I received the books you

sent. Thanks for the help. I've read
The Science of Self-Realization and
Bhagavad-gita As It Is. These books
are the best thing that has happened
in my material life and have helped
me in so many ways in understanding
my true self and my relationship with
Krsna. So many things have come to
my understanding from this great
literature. My life has become differ-
ent in so many ways. It’s hard for me
to believe that I changed in so many
ways. All glories to Krsna!

Dale Billings

North Carolina State Prison

Sanford, North Carolina

I've been reading my Gita a lot lately.

| I'love it! It’s like reading the best nov-
| el of my life. I just can’t put it down!

(please turn to page 44)



EMISSARY (continued from page 8)

varncha-kalpatarubhyas ca
krpa-sindhubhya eva ca

patitanam pavanebhyo
vaisnavebhyo namo namah

When one is a Vaisnava, or devotee
of the Lord, his life is dedicated for the
benefit of the people. You know—most
of you belong to the Christian commu-

nity—how Lord Jesus Christ said that |

for your sinful activities he sacrificed
himself. That is the determination of
devotees of the Lord. They don’t care
for personal comforts. They love Krsna,
or God, so they love all living entities,
because all living entities are related
with Krsna. Sosimilarly youshouldlearn
this. The Krsna consciousness move-
ment means to become a Vaisnava and
feel for suffering humanity.

To feel for suffering humanity there
are different angles of vision. Some
people think of the suffering of human-
ity in terms of the bodily conception of
life. They try to open hospitals to give
relief from disease or try to distribute

Advertisement

food in poverty-stricken countries.
These things are certainly very nice.
But the actual suffering of humanity is
due to lack of Krsna consciousness.
Bodily sufferings are temporary, and
cannot be checked. Suppose you distri-
bute food in a poverty-stricken country.
That does not solve the whole problem.
The real beneficial work is to invoke
every person’s Krsna consciousness.
Suppose a rich man’s son is loitering
in the street, forgetting his father’s opu-
lence and property, and somebody, out
of sympathy, gives him some food. But
another person comes to him and says,
*Oh, my dear boy, I know you. You are
the son of such and such rich man. Why
you are loitering in the street? Come
on. [ shall take you to your father.” So if
that gentleman takes the loitering boy
to his father, the father is glad, the boy
inherits his father’s property, and his
whole problem of life becomes solved.
Similarly, every living entity has been
loitering within this universe in differ-
ent bodies, in different planets, from
time immemorial. And he doesn’t know
that he belongs to the kingdom of
God, that he 1s
the direct son of

by RANCHOR PRIME

Hinduism and Ecology
Seeds of Truth

Krsna, God, that
Krsna is the pro-
prietor of every-
thing, and that
he can enjoy his
father’s property

and automatically

his book looks at the environmental
values of the Hindu tradition—its past
and present teachings and practice. The
author speaks to prominent environ-
mental activists and thinkers, presents their
~ ideas, and explains what they are doing,
Ranchor Prime (Ranchor Dasa) was
born in Leeds, England, and has spent his
life as 2 devotee of Krishna in Britain and
India. He now works with the World Wide
Fund for Nature as their Religious Network
Officer in the UK. He is also currently run-
ningatree planting and restoration project
in Vrindavan, India, on behalf of the WWE.
This is @ superb book for communi-
cating ISKCON's ideas on the environ-
ment. A great hook for devotees, too.

= Commissioned by the World Wide Fund
for Nature as one of a series of books on
world religions and ecology

o [SKCON Review Board approved

® |28 pages

o Only §13.99, or $9.99 each for 10 or
more (prices include airmail postage)

HINDUISM]
' AND ECOLOGY
| . Seedsoffiuth.

Send Payment to:

BBL Distribution Services Ltd.
P. 0. Box 324
Borehamwood, Hertfordshire
WD6 INB, England

solve the prob-
lems of material
conditioned life.

If you become
a rich man, if you
can possess mil-
lions of dollars,
then your pover-
ty is automatica-
ly solved. Similar-
ly, if you become
Krsna conscious
andyouactin that
way, then all oth-
er problems in
the material con-
ditional life are
solved.

In Bhagavad-
gita the Lord says
that people’s suf-
ferings are due to
their sinful activi-

| ties, and sinful activities are caused by

ignorance. Suppose a foreigner like me
comes to America and does not know
that cars are driven on the right side of
the road. In India the car is driven on
the left side. So suppose a person does
not know and he drives the car on the
left and gets involved in an accident. If
heis taken into police custody and says,
“Sir, I did not know that here the car is
driven on the right side,” that does not
excuse him. The law will punish him.

So ignorance is the cause of sinful
activities or breaking the law. And when
you commit some sinful activity, you
have to suffer the result. The whole
world is in ignorance. And due to igno-
rance everyone isimplicated in so many
actions and reactions, either good or
bad.

Ultimately, there is nothing good
within this material world; everythingis
bad. We have manufactured something
good and something bad. But in the
Bhagavad-gita we learn that this place
is duhkhalayam asasvatam, a place for
misery. So in this miserable condition
how can yousay, “Thisis good” or “This
is bad”? Everything is bad.

One should be very much pessimis-
tic about the material world. Then one
can make advancement in spiritual life.
Duhkhalayam asasvatam. This place
is full of miseries. If you study analyt-
ically, you'll find simply miserable
conditions.

Therefore we should give up our
material conditional life, and in Krsna
consciousness we should try to elevate
ourselves to the spiritual platform and
thereby be promoted to the kingdom of
Godhead. Having gone there, no one
comes back to this miserable world.
That is the supreme abode of the Lord.

This Krsna consciousness movement
is authorized and very important. Now,
you American boys and girls who have
taken to this movement, please take it
more seriously. That is the mission of
Lord Caitanya and my Guru Maharaja.
And I am also trying to execute their
will by disciplic succession. You have
come forward to help me. Although I
shall go away, you shall live. I request

| you all: Don't give up pushing on this

movement. Continue. You’ll be blessed
by Lord Caitanya and His Divine Grace
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Goswami
Prabhupada.

Thank you very much.



The Hare Krsna Calendar

Month of Damodara (October 12-November 10)
NOVEMBER

2—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Srinivasa Acarya,
a great follower of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

Painting by Visnu Dasa

6—Utthana Ekadasi.
Fasting from grains
and beans. Also, the
disappearance anniv-
ersary of Srila Gaura-
kisora Dasa Babaji,
the spiritual master of
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura,
who was Srila Prabhu-
pada’s spiritual master.
Fasting till noon.

10—Sri Krsna Rasa-
yatra. Last day of
Damodara-vrata and
Caturmasya.

Srila Gaurakisora Dasa Babaji
Month of Kesava (November 11-December 9)
20—Utpanna Ekadasdi. Fasting from grains and beans.
DECEMBER

6—Moksada Ekadasi. Fasting from grains and beans.

Month of Narayana (December 10-January 8)

13—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura, the spiritual master of Srila A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

21—Paks$avardhini Maha-dvadasi. Fasting from grains and
beans.

25—Appearance anniversary of Srila Locana Dasa
Thakura, a great devotee of Krsna known for his Bengali
devotional songs.

Calendar calculated for Sridham Mayapur, West Bengal,
India. Dates may vary for other locations. Consult your
local Hare Krsna temple for the exact dates for your area.

| century. Appear-

| Caitanya.

27—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Jiva Gosvami, one
of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

JANUARY

4—Putrada Ekadasi. Fast-
ing from grains and beans.

Month of Madhava
(January 9-February 6)

12— Appearance anniver-
sary of Srila Gopala
Bhatta Gosvami, one of
the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana.

Srila Jayadeva Gosvami

13—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Jayadeva Go-
svamli, a great spiritual master and author of Gita-govinda.

14—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Locana Dasa
Thakura, a great spiritual master whose Bengali devo-
tional songs perpetuate the simple Krsna conscious
method of self-realization.

18—Sat-tila Ekadasi. Fasting from grains and beans.

28— Appearance anniversary of Srila Raghunatha Dasa
Gosvami, one of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana. Dis-
appearance anniversary of Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti
Thakura, a Vaisnava acarya and author who appeared in
the seventeenth

ance anniversary
of Srimati Visnu-
priya Devi, the
consort of Lord
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30—Appearance
anniversary of Sri
Advaita Acarya,
an incarnation of
Lord Krsna’s
expansion Maha-
Visnu and a close
associate of Lord
Caitanya. Fast-
ing till noon, fol-
lowed by feasting.

Sri Advaita Acarya
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Boy George,
onstage with
the devotees,
leads the crowd
in chanting
Hare Krsna.

Security police
and devotees
keep the eager
crowd away from
the stage as
Ayodhyapati
Dasa encourages
everyone to
dance.

Maha-Mantra Rocks Moscow

ORE THAN 35,000 PEOPLE

packed Moscow’s Olympic

Stadium in mid-July for a
Hare Krsna music festival, the climax of
a week-long tour that had thousands
chanting and dancing in St. Petersburg,
Riga, and Kiev.

In each city, a traditional Bharata
Natyam dance opened the program,
which then moved on to devotional
songs with Indian instruments. Then
the Krsna Vision multimedia show
mergeda Russian soundtrack withslides

from twelve projectors to tell of reincar-
nation and karma. And last the Gaur-
anga Bhajan Band, a mantra-rock music
group, got the crowd chanting, dancing,
jumping, and running hand-in-hand in
joyful circles to the sound of the Hare
Krsna mantra.

In Moscow, popular musician Boy
George headed the bill, and Olympic
Stadium sold out. As large scoreboards
flashed “Hare Krsna” and “Hare Rama”
in Cyrillic, Boy George sang songs like
“My Sweet Lord” and “Bow Down
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Mister” and thenled the crowd in chant-
ing Hare Krsna. The 35,000 people in
the stadium formed the largest group
ever assembled tochant the Hare Krsna
mantrad.

Hare Krsna leaders in Moscow say
there are 15,000 dedicated Hare Krsna
people in the Commonwealth of In-
dependent States and the Baltics. Mil-
lions more study Krsna conscious books
at home. Since 1990, devotees have
sold more than five million books in
Russian. €3



Give BACK T0 GODHEAD...

The Supreme Gift

Back to Godhead is the supreme gift _ : |
because it brings remembrance of D ' ' ; |
 the all-attractive Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead, Sri Krsna.

The highest state of happiness is

~ achieved by remembering Him.
Meditation on His incomparably
beautiful form, name, qualities,
and pastimes elevates us to

the realm of ever-increasing bliss.

Back to Godhead brings Krsna to
you in art and prose, cuisine and
culture, news and views of His

3

devotees worldwide,

Think of those who
matter to you—

and send them vk G
Back to Godhead too. gﬁ? /’ﬂ

It's the supreme gift.

“*-,&pemal Hohday ﬂffer{ '

~ $15 for one gift subscription, $12 for each ]
additional®. To order, please use the attach_'e W
-card or call toll free: 1800800$BTC '

#These prices vahd for US suhsﬁitrtiohs only For .
Canada add $11. For all other countries add $14. ""‘
Payment in US funds must accompan)f foreign orders. _
CA residents please add 7.75% sales tax. Offer expires ‘
12/31/93. Published bimonthly. Single copy price: $4. AR J
Regular US subscription price: $24 ayear. Send to: PR
BTG, Subscriber Service Center, P, 0. &oxz_l_6027 N. |
Hollywood, CA 91615-9900. A\
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KRSNA ART

1993 CALENDAR
GANGA

Calendar Size: 19" x 13 1/2*

$16.95 %
Individually shrink-wrapped

1993 Krsna Art Calendar

Quantity Price $ Total $
8.25% California Residents Sales Tax $
15% Shipping $
Total $
Name
Address
City State Zip

Telephone

1 enclose check / money order payable to Ganga for $

Charge my Visa / MasterCard

Account Number

Expiration Date

GANGA 9903 Santa Monica Blvd., No. 315 Beverly Hills, CA 90212 Telephone 310 839 7145 Fax 310 559 2104

* Wholesale prices upon request



