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FROM TE

EEDITOR

Pilgrims to India

WHILE PREPARING this issue of Back
to Godhead, some of our staff members
are getting ready to travel to India for
ISKCON’s annual Mayapur-Vrndavana
Festival in March. ISKCON has impor-
tant centers in Mayapur, West Bengal,

the appearance place of Sri Caitanya |

Mahaprabhu, and Vrndavana (ninety
miles south of New Delhi), the site of

Lord Krsna’s appearance and childhood |
pastimes. Srila Prabhupada started the |

Mayapur-Vrndavana Festival so mem-
bers and friends of the Hare Krsna

movement could come together in these f
holiest of holy places for pure spiritual |
association. The work of spreading Krsna |
consciousness around the world is |

demanding, especially in the contami-
nated atmosphere of the present day.
The Mayapur-Vrndavana Festival is a
chance for spiritual rejuvenation.

In India devotees get to see some of
the great Vedicculture that guided Indian
civilization for millennia. Although
modern India suffers from the influence
of the materialistic West, when one goes
there one feels that the original culture

anniversary of the appearance of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu in March. Many
of the hundreds of thousands of pilgrims
have traveled long distances to touch the
land that was touched by the lotus feet of
the Supreme Lord Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu. Devotees from around the world
gain inspiration by seeing the simple,
deep faith of these people, untouched by
Western cynicism.

In Vrndavana, too, one sees many
examples of unpretentious devotion to
Krspna. ISKCON’s Krishna-Balaram
Temple, onthe edge of town, gets asteady
flow of pilgrims all year long. During
festival times—which are many here—
the town can get really crowded. At the
ISKCON temple, devotees have to cor-
don off a part of the temple just to make
sure they have room to chant and dance
before the Deities.

The enthusiasm Indian people have

| for spiritual life has left its mark on the

land in many ways. Anywhere you travel

| in India you find astounding temples and

is just below the surface. Srila Prabhu- |

pada used to point out that despite bom- |

bardment by Western materialistic
propaganda, Indians remain attracted to
spiritual subjects. For example, Srila
Prabhupada would say, whenever there
is a talk on spiritual topics thousands of
people will attend.

Devotees attending the Mayapur-
Vrndavana Festival witness the waves of
people who visit ISKCON’s Caitanya
Candrodaya Temple in Mayapur for the

other sites of great spiritual significance.
In this issue of BTG, we visit an old tem-
ple in Belur, Karnataka, in southwestern
India. Like most of India’s great temples,
it was built by a devotee-king who wisely
used his kingdom’s resources to glorify
Krsna and so gained eternal benefit.

In upcoming issues, BTG will take you
to more of India’s holy places. In the next
issue: Naimisaranya, where the great Suta
Gosvami spoke the Srimad-Bhagavatam
five thousand years ago.

—Nagardja Dasa
Associate Editor
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LETTERS

Bhagavatam Is Relevant

| therulesand regulations. Butthe essence

I thank Satsvarupa Maharaja for writ- |

ing his article “Is Srimad-Bhagavatam
Class Still Relevant?” [Jan/Feb 1992]
and reminding us of how essential
hearing and chanting are for one who
aspires to develop love for Krsna. Our
psychologists, aerobics teachers, health
counselors, and so on, will not be able to
assist us at the time of death, but the
lessons of Srimad-Bhagavatam will.
Mahavegavati Devi Dasi
Buffalo, New York

The Right to Believe
In the January/February issue of this
year [ read the most heart-wrenching
story about the people in Lithuania who
want the right to practice Krsna con-
sciousness. What hell they went through!
Everyone has the right to believe in
what they want to believe. I believe in
Krsna consciousness.
Cheryl Ann Blum
Pembroke Pines, Florida

Following Ekadasi
My question concerns the day of Ekadasi.
Many Indian families, mine being one of
them, observe fasting on the days set by
the Indian calendar. I have told my
parents that since these calendars are
made in India, the dates are accurate in
India but not in the United States. I'm
having a hard time convincing them.
Would you please write an article on
Ekadasi, its rules and regulations, its
rewards, aswell asreasons why we cannot
follow dates set by the Indian calendar?
I know we aren’t the only family who
disagree on this topic.

Utpal Shah

Pasaic, NJ

In our issue for January-February 1991
(Premier Issue), we published an article
about which calendar days to observe.
An article to explain the importance of
Ekadasi would also be a good idea, so
we'll keep that in mind for a future issue.

The main purpose of Ekdadasi is to
increase our devotion to Krsna. Because
we are living in the West, there may
sometimes be some confusion or disa-
greement about precisely how to follow

ofalltherules andregulationsisto always
remember Krsnaand never forget Krsna.
All other rules should be servants of this
one.

Srila Prabhupada came to America
before the days when we had calendars
calculated for the West, so he used to
follow the Indian calendar days. He
didn’t seem too concerned about the
technical discrepancies in the dates. He
just followed the principle as closely as
possible and kept in mind the ultimate
purpose—devotion to Krsna.

So even if you and your parents may
disagree about the dates, if you can agree
about the purpose, that will be very nice.

Let’s Have Some Humor

I enjoy the new Back to Godhead very
much, but I believeit’s greatly lacking in
one area: humor. As a devotee I under-
stand that Krsna consciousness is a
serious pursuit, but I believe Back to
Godhead could serve its readership
better by balancing the intense subject
matter with some humor.

Most devotees I know have a very
good sense of humor. From some things
I've read and been told by other devo-
tees, Srila Prabhupada had a delightful
sense of humor.

[ think Back to Godhead would more
accurately reflect the Krsna conscious-
ness movement by exhibiting this
side.

Jim Kelly
Akron, Ohio

You're right that Krsna consciousness
is a serious subject, and Srila Prabhu-
pada wanted us to present it seriously.
Still, I think you are right that we can
sometimes afford to be a little humor-
ous. In Bhagavad-gita, Krsna says thata
devotee of the Lord is jolly. So that joy-
ful attitude should be reflected in BTG,
and sometimes we may have some amu-
sing anecdotes.

We’ll try to keep an eye ouit for ways
to introduce humor in BTG while still
keeping our overall sober tone.

Where Are the Ox Products?

I like the fact that Hare Krsna Dasi got |
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down to dollars and cents with her col-
umn [Nov/Dec1992], the net loss of §720
per ox [when the ox is not productively
engaged]. T hope she will go further along
this line. Neither she nor most of the rest
of us can own an ox at present, so where

| are the ox-power products we can

purchase? There must be many products
besides milk that are marketable and
shippable.

Mathuresa Dasa

Port Royal, Pennsylvania

Hare Krsna Devi Dastreplies: As faras [
know, devotee ox-farmers are now
producing and selling vegetables, fruits,
herbs, flowers, and firewood, in addition
to feed crops for animals. But you're
right when you say there must be ox-
power products more shippable than milk.
Grain produced by ox power has been
the basis of wealth in numerous societies
forthousands of years partly for that very
reason: grain can be easily stored and
shipped. Ox-power produced grain and
the flour, breads, and cookies made from
it are important products that should be
made available.

Unfortunately—and I hope devortees
will correct me if 'm wrong—no one in
ISKCON is growing or processing food

| grains with oxen. This is not because our

farmers are lazy or ignorant of Srila
Prabhupada’s desires, but because of the
great obstacles to such activity in the cur-
rent economic environment. As I've indi-
cated in past columns, market-oriented
productionis the greateradicator of farm-
ers. And to counteract this fact is going to
take a lot more than for us just to buy the
right products. Though the market does
have an important role to play in the
agricultural economics of varnasrama,
it’s often hard for us to understand that
it’s a secondary role. 3

As I discuss in this issue, Srila Prabhu-
pada indicated that the first aim of pro-
duction should be to provide for the

| farmers family. One challenge we face
| right now is how to get the farmer and

his family securely situated on their land
so they can farm for a living in a com-
munity of devotees. Then they can
gradually become purified—without

(please turn to page 51)
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The Eternal Struggle

A lecture by
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acdarya of the International Society
For Krishna Consciousness

May 15 marks the anniversary of the
appearance of Lord Nrsimhadeva, Lord
Krsna’s half-man, half-lion incarnation.
Lord Nrsimhadeva appeared to protect
His devotee Prahlada from being killed
by his demonic father, Hiranyakasipu.
Srila Prabhupada gavethe following talk
after watching a play about the appear-
ance of Lord Nysimhadeva. The talk was
given on May 5, 1974, in Bombay.

his is a very instructive history

about the struggle between the

atheist and the theist. The story

of Prahlada Maharaja is eternally true.

There is always a struggle between the

atheist and the theist. If a person be-

comes God conscious, Krsnaconscious,

he will find he has many enemies, be-
cause the world is full of demons.

What to speak of the devotee of

Krsna,even Krsna, when He personally

came, had tokillsomany demons. Even

His maternal uncle, Kamsa, wanted to

killed, but the demon is killed by God.
That is the law of nature. This is the
instruction from Prahlada Maharaja’s
life. As Krsna states in the Bhagavad-
gita, mrityuh sarva-haras caham: *1 am
also death, in the shape of taking away
everything—whatever you possess.”

Hiranyakasipu was very clever, just
as the materialists and scientists are
very clever. Cleverly they are inventing
so many things. What is the idea? The
idea is “We shall live forever and enjoy
sense gratificationmore and more.” This
is called atheistic advancement of
civilization.

Hiranyakasipu was a typical mater-
ialist. Hiranyameans “gold,” and kasipu
means “soft bed” or “cushion.” Materi-
alistic persons are very much fond of
gold and sex. That is their business.

Prahlada Maharaja’s name comes
from ahlada, which means “transcen-

| dental bliss.” The living entity’s real

kill Him. Assoon as any son was bornto |

Krsna’s mother, Devaki, Kamsa killed
him. There had been a prediction that
the eighth child of Kamsa’s sister,
Devaki, would kill Kamsa. So Kamsa
killed all her children. At last Krsna
came. But Kamsa could not kill Krsna.
He was killed by Krsna.

Nobody can kill God. The demons,
the godless society—they simply want
to kill God. But actually, God is never

identification is prahlada, blissfulness.
But because of material association, we
are in a miserable condition of life.

Hiranyakasipu wanted to become
immortal, so he underwent such severe
penances that the whole universe
trembled. Lord Brahma had to come to
pacify him—*“What do you want?”

Hiranyakasipu said, “I want to
become immortal!™

Lord Brahma replied, *Although I
have a very long duration of life, even I

BACK TO GODHEAD
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The dissension between the father (Hiranyakasipu) and the son
(Prahlada) was that the son was a believer in God, Krsna, and the father
was not. So at the end the father saw God in the form of death.

am not immortal, so I cannot grant you
immortality.”

The duration of life of Brahmaji is
stated in the Bhagavad-gita: sahasra-
yuga-paryantam arhad yad brahmano
viduh. This means that Brahma’s day is
sahasra-yuga. Sahasra-yuga means one
thousand times the duration of the four
yugas—Satya, Treta, Dvapara, and
Kali—or one thousand times 4.3 million
years. This comes to 4.3 billion years,
which is twelve hours for Brahma. And
he lives for a hundred years of such
days.

Soalthough Brahma lives for trillions
of years, still he has to die. Wherever
you go within thismaterial world, either
in Brahma-loka or in Patala-loka, you
have to die. That is the problem. Krsna
says in the Bhagavad-gita, “The real
problem is janma-mrtyu-jara-vyadhi:
birth, death, old age, and disease.”

Hiranyakasipuwanted to solve these
problemsin a materialistic way, but that
is not possible. When Brahma said he
could not make Hiranyakasipu immor-
tal, Hiranyakasipu tried to secure
immortality by trickery. He asked
Brahma to grant that he not be killed in

any of these ways: by any weapon; during |

the day or night; on land, in water, or in
the sky; inside or outside; or by any man
or beast.

So Hiranyakasipu thought he was
immortal. But to protect Prahlada
Maharaja, Lord Nrsimhadeva killed
Hiranyakasipu without violating the

boons granted by Lord Brahma. |
Nrsimhadeva wasneither man norbeast |

buthalfman, halflion. Placing Hiranya-
kasipu on His lap, the Lord killed him
with His fingernails, on the threshhold
of the demon’s palace, at dusk.
Prahlada is the opposite of Hiranya-
kasipu. He is the Lord’s devotee. In any
condition, a devotee always remains a
humble servant of Krsna. Therefore he
has no danger. Even if he has danger,
he will be saved. Krsna says in the
Bhagavad-gita, kaunteya pratijanihi na

me bhakitah pranasyati: “Arjuna, you
can declare it all over the world that
anyone who has taken shelter at My
lotus feet—who has become My devo-
tee—will never be vanquished.” And
Krsna says:

sarva-dharman parityajya
mdm ekart Saranam vraja

aham tvam sarva-papebhyo
moksayisyami ma sucah

“Abandon all varieties of religion
and just surrender unto Me. I shall
deliver you from all sinful reactions. Do
not fear.”

So these are the assurances. But the
atheisticclassof menlike Hiranyakasipu
cannot understand this. That is their
defect. They alwayschallenge God. The
dissension between the father (Hiranya-
kasipu) and the son (Prahlada) was that
the son was a believer in God, Krsna,
and the father was not. So at the end the
father saw God in the form of death. At
that time he could not save himself.

Thatis the difference between theist
and atheist. The atheist always chal-
lenges, “Where is God? Can you show
me?”

“Well, you will see Him. Not now.
Just at the maturation of your sinful
activitiecs—when death comes—you will
see Him.”

Prahlada Maharaja is one of our

mahajanas:

svayarmbhur naradah Sambhuh
kaumarah kapilo manuh
prahlado janako bhismo
balir vaiyasakhir vayam

“Lord Brahma, Bhagavan Narada,
Lord Siva, the four Kumaras, Lord
Kapila [the son of Devahiti], Svayam-
bhuva Manu, Prahlada Maharaja,

If we want to make progress in spiri-
tual life, we have to follow the maha-
janas, the great personalities. They are
mentioned in the scriptures.

Prahlada Maharajais our guru in the
disciplic succession. The Mahabharata
(Vana-parva 313.117) states:

tarko ‘pratisthah srutayo vibhinna
nasav rsir yasya matar na bhinnam

| dharmasya tattvam nihitar guhayam

mahdjano yena gatah sa panthah

“Dry agruments are inconclusive. A
great personality whose opinion does
not differ from others is not considered
a great sage. Simply by studying the
Vedas, which are variegated, one cannot
come to the right path by which religious
principles are understood. The solid
truth of religious principles is hidden in
the heart of an unadulterated self-
realized person. Consequently, as the
scriptures confirm, one should accept

| whatever progressive path the maha-

janas advocate.”
We cannot chalk out the path of

| religion. It is very difficult to find out

| gurus. There are twelve gurus called |

JanakaMaharaja, Grandfather Bhisma, |

Bali Maharaja, Sukadeva Gosvami, and
[ [Yamaraja].”
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because there are many different scrip-
tures and philosophers. Each philos-
opher has a different opinion. So how to
get the real path of religion? You have
to follow the footsteps of great per-
sonalities. And Prahlada Maharaja is
one of them.

Prahlada Maharaja was born in a
demon’s family. His father was a demon.
Prahlada Maharaja used to address his
father as asura-varya—*the best of the
demons.” HiranyakaSipu was patting
his son, “My dear son, do like this, do
like that. Tell me the best thing you have
learned.”

So Prahlada Maharaja said, tatsadhu
manye ‘sura-varya dehinam. He never
said, “My dear father.” He said, “My
dear ‘the best of the demons.” ™ Tat
sadhu manye. “1 think this is very nice.”
What is that? Hitvatma-patam grham

(please turn to page 43)



I AM IN VRNDAVANA. It is night.
The pigeons are roosting, crickets
chirping. A man is intoning some
Sastra, fulfilling a vow by broadcasting
scripture under the distant stars. They
stand as cold witnesses.

I want to complain that I am being
forced to stay awake and listen to his
recitation, but being in Vrndavana
means learning to adjust. One cannot
simply call the police and complain,
“Some guy is broadcasting his prayers
over a loudspeaker. He is disturbing
my rest.” No policeman would dream
of interfering with the sadhu any
more than he would round up dogs or
hogs or thieving monkeys. All crea-
tures in Vrndavana—from the sadhus
to the monkeys—have somehow

| asks while residing in Vrnda-
| vana. Will I be able to hear of

| hearing in the right frame of

| Vrndavana there are no
| demons, so I know my troubles
| here are my own manufactur-

LESSONS FROM THE ROAD

8 Vindavana Meditations

by Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami

color of his feet. He goes twice a day. I
told myself, **As a water buffalo must
enter the water regularly, you should
also bathe in the Yamuna whenever
your mind becomes troubled.” Then I
offered him my obeisances.
What will happen today?
This is the question one always

Lord Krsna’s most wonderful
friendships with His dear ones?
Will I go into chanting and

mind? A disciple told me, “In

ing.” Everything is so much

nyasis, staffs held high. standing be-

| fore the closed altar doors just before
| greeting the Deities. [ am among

them when the conches blow and the
doors slide open. The Deities give

clearer in Vrndavana,

even the source of
one’s troubles. Our
troubles always arise
from the mind, but in the
West we tend to blame them
on others or on the cold or
the heat or the high cost of
living or the seemingly all-
pervading material energy.
Vrndavana teaches us to
chant and hear, to see
Rﬁd!lﬁ—ﬁyamasundara. to

“All creatures in Vrndavana—from the sadhus to the
monkeys—have somehow gained shelter in Radha-
rani’s earthly Vrndavana.”

gained shelter in Radharani’s earthly
Vrndavana.

It is we Westerners, our minds
spinning over petty ambitions, who
are an anomaly to Vrndavana’s live-
and-let-live mood. We, who think we
are better than the residents of the
dhama, the Lord’s abode, are the ones
who need to adjust.

#ok =

A friend just entered the room. I
could tell he had just come from bath-
ing in the Yamuna by the soft gray

see Srila Prabhupada. We do
not go to Vrndavana to
study logic or world reli-
gions or to make some plans
for living in the material world; we
come to culture transcendence.
Vrndavana is the domain of Srimati
Radharani. By Her mercy, we will
learn to adjust.

Tomorrow is Ekadasi. My head is
newly shaved, the breeze is pleasant. I
am living on a transcendental college

campus, ISKCON Vrndavana. I will
| start teaching a seminar in a few days.

Sometimes I observe all this as an

| outsider. Here is the group of san-
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“The Deities give darsana as the ‘Govindam’
prayers ring out over the loudspeakers. We stand
worshiping Gaura-Nitai.”

darsana as the “Govindam™ prayers
ring out over the loudspeakers. We
stand worshiping Gaura-Nitai.

I observe this, but standing apart
from it doesn’t seem right. It occurs to
me that I can choose whether I want
to be part of the deeper meaning of
Radha-Krsna’s darsana. This same
act—devotees waiting for the Lord to
appear—has been going on for
hundreds and thousands of years, but
what does it mean? What are we
supposed to be doing here? How can
we keep doing it eternally? I pray to
know my true self, the self who is

| Krsna’s eternal servant, the self who is

free from birth and death. I pray to
still be here tomorrow, waiting for the
Lord’s darsana.

Days leaf like calendar pages. The
flapping snap sound of pigeon wings
permeates the air. Every day I go into
Srila Prabhupada’s room in the early
morning. Although I cannot expect to

| be alone with Prabhupada for long, at



least it is quiet for a few minutes and I |

can come close to Prabhupada’s desk
and prostrate myself before him. I
feel only a semblance of his presence,
but I take it as better than nothing. As
with everything else in Vrndavana, I
am learning to adjust to the reality of
my devotion. The adjustment comes
in learning to be patient with myself
and in trying to improve by approach-
ing Prabhupada again and again. In
the West everything is won by
revolution, but in Vrndavana change
evolves quietly and deeply.

[ read this passage from Bhakti-
vinoda Thakura’s Kalyana-kalpataru
(Upadesa, Texts 5-6):

My dear mind, you are falling into
the illusory mistakes of the insensi-
tive world of matter, and so your
own real self has been transformed
into an entirely different, false
personality. Now just heed my
advice, dear friend, and don’t cheat
your own soul any longer. From now
on, please keep yourself in the
company of the devotees of the
Lord.

By the power of the Vaisnava’s
compassion, all your doubts will be
long gone, and your soul will be-
come yours once again. You will
attain the transcendental abode of
Vrndavana, and there you will wait
upon Radha-Syama in your eternal
spiritual body, shivering in ecstasy

“Although I cannot expect to be alone with
Prabhupada for long, at least it is quiet for a few

minutes and I can come close to Prabhupada’s desk
and prostrate myself before him.”

and shedding torrents of joyful
tears. Thus the real wealth of
Bhaktivinoda is to keep continuous,
intense absorption in the beautiful
lotus feet of Sri Radha-Krsna.

This is what Vrndavana can culture
in us—this desire to reclaim our souls

from the world of passion and ignor-
ance. Vrndavana frees us from doubts
in God’s existence by standing as

witness to Radha-Krsna’s
pastimes. And Vrndavana
assures us that real wealth is
to “keep continuous, intense
absorption in the beautiful
lotus feet of Sri Radha-
Krsna.”

Srila Prabhupada and all
the previous spiritual masters
have insisted we learn to keep
Vrndavana in our hearts and
minds, no matter where we
are in the world. To do this,
we have to imbibe deeply the
Vrndavana mood when we are
present in the dhama. We
have to allow Vrndavana to
work on us, to adjust and
shape us. We have to have
faith that Vrndavana will
allow us to reclaim our real
selves and leave our false
selves behind. Then we have
to go back to our duties in the
West ready to be a little freer,
more dependent on the dhama, and
more responsive to working on
ourselves in ways the dhama taught
us. Everything is possible by the
mercy of Srimati Radharani, the

ESE(] RIRASIED L

| queen of Vrndavana.

Satsvaripa Dasa Goswami is the

author of more than two-dozen books,
including a six-volume biography of
Srila Prabhupada.

SCIENCE: THE VEDIC VIEW

On Mystic Perfections and
Long-Distance Hypnostis

by Sadaputa Dasa

IT WAS 9:00 PM., April 22, 1886. The
four researchers—Ochorowicz,
Marillier, Janet, and A. T. Myers—
crept quietly through the deserted
streets of Le Havre and took up their
stations outside the cottage of
Madame B. They waited expectantly.
Then it happened. “At 9:25,” Ochoro-
wicz later wrote, “I saw a shadow
appearing at the garden gate: it was

she. I hid behind the corner in order

| to be able to hear without being
| seen.”

At first the woman paused at the
gate and went back into the garden.
Then at 9:30 she hurried out into the
street and began to make her way

| unsteadily toward the house of Dr.
| Gibert. The four researchers followed

as unobtrusively as possible. They
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could see she was obviously in a som-

nambulistic state. Finally she reached

Gibert’s house, entered, and hurried
from room to room until she found
him.

This was an experiment in long-

distance hypnotic influence. Madame
B., a person easily hypnotized, was the
subject of many experiments arranged
by Professor Pierre Janet and Dr.



Neither Madame B. nor any of the people living with her
had been told that the experiment would take place.
Gibert began issuing his mental commands at 8:55 p.m., and within
half an hour she began her journey to his house.

Gibert, a prominent physician of Le
Havre. In these probes they were
joined by E. W. H. Myers of the Soci-
ety for Psychical Research, the
physician A. T. Myers, Professor
Ochorowicz of the University of Lvov,
and M. Marillier of the French Psy-
chological Society.

On this occasion the plan was that
Dr. Gibert remain in his study and try
to mentally summon Madame B. to
leave her cottage and come see him.
The cottage was about a kilometer
from his house, and neither Madame
B. nor any of the people living with
her had been told that the experiment
would take place. Gibert began
issuing his mental commands at 8:55
p.m., and within half an hour she
began her journey to his house.

F. W. H. Myers wrote that out of
twenty-five similar tests, nineteen
were equally successful.?

This strange story tells of a kind of
venture that meets with disapproval
both from modern science and from
the Vedic literature. The reasons tell
us something interesting about both.

Let me begin by discussing how
Dr. Gibert’s experiment 1s seen by
scientists.

We rarely hear much about people
being able to influence others at a
distance by mental commands. But
many similar experiments have been
performed. Here is another example
from the late nineteenth century.

One Dr. Dufay was using hypnosis
to treat Madame C. for periodic
headaches and sickness that the usual
medical treatments had failed to
relieve. He found he was able to put
her to sleep and awaken her by
mental commands, sometimes at a
distance.

On one occasion when called out

of town, he arranged that Madame
C.’s husband telegraph him when one
of her headaches began and then
report any later developments by a
second telegram.

One morning at ten o’clock he
received a telegram announcing that a
headache had begun. So he mentally
ordered the woman to sleep, and at
four o’clock he ordered her to
awaken. The husband telegraphed
that she had gone to sleep at ten a.m.
and awakened at four. The distance
between Dr. Dufay and Madame C.
was about 112 kilometers.’

Experiments of this kind fall within
a field of study that early in this
century was called psychical research
and today is more often called
parapsychology. This field deals with
apparent powers of the human mind
that are “paranormal,” or hard to
explain using accepted physical
theories. Distant mental influence is a
classic example of such a power.

How most scientists view para-
psychology was recently summed up
by Dr. James Alcock of Toronto’s
York University in the journal Behav-
ioral and Brain Sciences. He wrote:
“Although there has been over a
century of formal empirical inquiry,
parapsychologists have clearly failed
to produce a single reliable demon-
stration of ‘paranormal,’ or ‘psi,’
phenomena. . . . Indeed, parapsychol-
ogists have not even succeeded in
developing a reasonable definition of
paranormal phenomena that does not
involve, or imply, some aspect of
mind-body dualism.”

Here Alcock brings up two impor-

| tant points. The first is that paranor-

mal phenomena have not been
reliably demonstrated. The experi-
ments of Dr. Gibert and Dr. Dusart
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may indeed seem unreliable. They
were rather loosely organized and
didn’t use the strict laboratory proto-
cols we expect in scientific work. But
many carefully planned tests of dis-
tant influence have been performed in
laboratory settings.

For example, take the work done
in the 1920's by Professor Leonid
Vasiliev of the University of Lenin-
grad. In one series of tests a subject
named Fedorova would arrive at
Vasiliev’s laboratory at about 8 p.m.
After about twenty minutes of rest
and conversation, she would lie on a
bed in a darkened chamber. She was
told to keep squeezing a rubber
balloon attached to an air tube as long
as she was awake, and to stop squeez-

| ing it when she began to fall asleep.

The air tube was hooked up to an
apparatus in the next room that
recorded when she would fall asleep
and wake up. While in the darkened
room, she had no further contact with
the experimenters.

When Fedorova entered the room,
the experimenter who had been talk-
ing with her would signal a colleague,
called the sender, who was waiting
two rooms away. The sender would
then climb into a special lead-lined
chamber and open a letter prepared
in advance and not yet read by the
subject, by the sender, or by the other
experimenter. This letter would
instruct the sender to do one of three
things: (1) stay within the lead-lined
chamber and mentally order the
subject to go to sleep, (2) stand with
his head outside the chamber and

| issue the same mental commands, or

| (3) stand with his head outside the
| chamber and make no commands.

To show the kind of results Vasiliev
obtained, here is a list of how long it



Scientists reject the idea that the mind
can do things that violate the known laws of physics.
To them, such phenomena must be miracles.

took the subject to go to sleep in
twenty-nine runs of this test.” The
times are in minutes and seconds.

TIME TO GO TO SLEEP

without with with
mental mental mental
suggestion: suggestion suggestion
Uit from from
710 inside outside
ol chamber: chamber:
4' 20"
810" SEHIE 3550
6' 10" i e 2
14' 20" 3' 40" 10' 00"
6' 05" 3' 40" 4' 00"
6' 10" Bl 4' 30"
gl o ) S50
6' 50" 4' 15" 1050
14' 00" BR[OS '
4' 05" 11' 00" |
7l 35!

With no mental commands, the
average time for the subject to go to
sleep comes to 7 minutes and 24 sec-
onds. In contrast, when commands
were given inside the chamber the
time averaged 4 minutes and 43 sec-
onds. When the commands were
issued outside the chamber, the time
was 4 minutes and 13 seconds.

It seems the subject was falling
asleep faster when a person two
rooms away was mentally ordering
her to do so.

Vasiliev ran many other carefully
organized experiments of this kind,
and he reported similar results. In one
successful test, mental commands for |
sleeping and waking were even sent
from Sebastopol to Leningrad, a
distance of 1,700 kilometers.

Such research, of course, is
rejected by scientists like Alcock. The

| fast the subject fell asleep. Or the

| mand to sleep was given.

| example, with the subject Fedorova

| same whether the mental commands

methodology, they will argue, is

flawed. In Vasiliev’s experiment, nei- ‘
ther the subject nor the persons

talking with her should know whether

a command to sleep will be given. But
how do we know that this condition

was met? The experimenter talking
with the subject might have learned
what was in the envelope and cued the |
subject, either deliberately or inadver-
tently. This might have influenced how

subject might have cheated by preten-
ding to doze off faster when the com-

Many scientists will insist that
results such as those of Vasiliev must
be tossed aside unless the work is iron-
clad against fraud. Yet many scientific
experiments less cautious of fraud are
accepted. Why the stricter standard
for parapsychology?

Here we come to Alcock’s second
point—that paranormal phenomena
imply some kind of mind-body
dualism.

When Vasiliev started his experi-
ments, he argued that distant trans-
mission of influences from one person
to another must work through electro-
magnetic waves. It must be a kind of
radio, in which one brain sends signals
to another.

As long as Vasiliev was able to
argue this, his research was accepted
and funded in the Soviet Union. But
his experimental findings soon
ruled out the radio hypothesis. For

the average time before sleep was the

were sent within the lead-lined
chamber or outside it. The chamber
was designed to block radio waves,
but it seemed to do nothing to halt
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mental signals.

These and other findings convinced
Vasiliev that known forms of radiant
energy were not involved in transmit-
ting mental commands. But as soon as
this became known, the support for
Vasiliev’s work was cut off, and remote
mental influence was officially con-
demned in the Soviet Union as “an

| antisocial idealist fiction about man’s

supernatural power to perceive pheno-
mena which, considering the time and
place, cannot be perceived.”

Here too in the West, scientists
reject the idea that the mind can do
things that violate the known laws of
physics. To them, such phenomena
must be miracles, and they follow the
philosopher David Hume in saying,
“No testimony is sufficient to establish
a miracle, unless the testimony be of
such a kind that its falsehood would be
more miraculous, than the fact which it
endeavors to establish.”” Since there
is nothing miraculous about fraud,
scientists still prefer it as the proper
answer for anomalous parapsychologi-

cal data.

Now, turning from modern science
to the Vedic literature, we find a differ-
ent outlook on the oddities we've been
discussing.

According to the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, there are eight primary
siddhis, or mystic powers. These
ultimately come from the potency of
Krsna, and since all living beings are

| Krsna’s parts and parcels, living beings

are potentially able to manifest these
powers to a minute degree. From the
Vedic point of view, this is completely
natural and not at all miraculous.
One of the eight siddhis, called

| vasita, is described by Srila Prabhu-

pada as follows:



“By this perfection one can bring
anyone under his control. This is a
kind of hypnotism which is almost
irresistible. Sometimes it is found that
a yogi who may have attained a little
perfection in this vasita mystic power
comes out among the people and
speaks all sorts of nonsense, controls
their minds, exploits them, takes their
money, and then goes away.”®

This power is similar to the power
of distant mental influence studied by
Vasiliev and others. But here we find
that the natural hypnotic power they
studied can, it seems, be made stron-
ger by appropriate techniques of
yoga.

The point that yogis who acquire
the vasita siddhi often use it to cheat
people fits well with at least one idea
of modern science. Scientists tend to
think that people claiming this power
are mostly cheaters, and the Vedic
view agrees. Many psychics use their
abilities, alleged or real, to separate
foolish people from their money, and

this gives a bad name both to psychics
and to paranormal phenomena in
general.

This brings us to an important

| Vedic point about the mystic siddhis.

In the Uddhava-gita section of
Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.15.33), Krsna
says, “Learned experts in devotional
service state that the mystic perfec-
tions of yoga I have mentioned are
impediments and a waste of time for
one practicing the supreme yoga, by
which one achieves all perfection in

| life directly from Me.”

Thus scientists and great devotees
both regard mystic siddhis as undesir-
able. For scientists they distract
people from “scientific truth,” and for
devotees they distract one from the
path of service to the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead.
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Krishna to you for more than forty years.
Now we want to bring you to Krishna!

Announcing . . .

BTG’'S 1992 TOUR
OFINDIA'S

VAISHNAVA SHRINES

Join us on a pilgrimage to more than thirty sacred shrines
in Vrindavan, Mathura, Puri, and Mayapur
during the beautiful Kartika season—November, 1992.
You'll arrive with anticipation and leave with understanding.

For a brochure detailing the itinerary, write to us at:
BTG, P.0. Box 90946, San Diego, CA 92169-2964.
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LORD KRSNA’S CUISINE

COOKING CLASS: LESSON TWO

Rice

by Yamuna Devi

UNTIL RECENTLY, nearly all the rice
sold on Western grocery shelves was
bland. Fortunately, India’s premier
long-grain rice, regarded as the finest
in the world, is now available. It’s bas-
mati rice (literally “the queen of fra-
grance”), grown in the Himalayan
foothills. The raw rice, delicately per-
fumed, cooks with the appetizing
aroma of popcorn and has a subtle,
nutty taste. Indian basmati is sold in
Indian and Middle Eastern grocery
stores.

[t’s been more than twenty-five
years since I cooked my first pot of
basmati rice for Srila Prabhupada’s
lunch. Though he’s no longer physic-
ally present in the kitchen, I'm ever
mindful of his many instructions on
cooking rice.

In the fall of 1969, Srila Prabhu-
pada spent a couple of months at
John Lennon’s estate near London.
When we ran out of basmati one day
for Prabhupada’s lunch, my sister
Janaki served him a mound of hot
Uncle Ben’s. The moment he glanced
at the plate he asked, “What’s this?
Where is the rice?” Though she plain-
tively countered that it was indeed
rice, he said, “No, this is not rice. Rice
means basmati.”

Srila Prabhupada once wandered
into his kitchen in Vrndavana and saw
two rice grains on the floor. In a soft
voice, his grey eyes watery with emo-
tion, he said, “Never waste one grain.
It is Krsna's gift.”

India’s dependence on rice has
weathered millennia of change. It’s
known as anna laksmi (anna means
rice grain, and Laksmi is the goddess
of fortune), for it provides sustenance
for mind, body, and soul. More than
two thirds of the Indian people live on
it, and it’s an integral element in
temple worship and ceremonies. It’s
sprinkled on a sacrificial fire at birth,
marriage, and spiritual initiation. On

holy occasions, Indian women artfully

| paint their hearths and doorways with

| tinted ground-rice pastes. The throw-
| ing of rice grains on wedding couples

started in India.

The thousands of rice strains culti-
vated in the world are generally
grouped as long grain, medium grain,
and short grain. Different strains cook
differently. For example, some rices

| stick together when cooked. Others

stay separate.

Rice is a versatile grain. It can be
heated and puffed, pressed and flat-
tened, or ground into grits or flour. In
India rice is transformed into an end-
less variety of savories, snacks, con-
fections, and ambrosial puddings. In
this lesson we’ll focus on dishes made
from rice in its natural, whole form.

American-grown alternatives to
Indian basmati are Texmati and
Calmati brands, developed by
crossbreeding Indian basmati with
American long-grain. The flavor is
similar to basmati, though a little less
distinct. Another strain, jasmati, is a
crossbreed of fragrant jasmine Thai
and U. S. long-grain. Texmati will

| soon come out with a pure basmati

strain, and organic basmati is already
grown in Arkansas. These rices are
available at natural food stores and
supermarkets across the country.
Whether you're cooking for a
family or an institution, it’s good to
note that rice is a nutrition plus in the
diet. Rice is a lowfat, complex
carbohydrate that contains all eight
essential amino acids, which means
the body can use its protein effec-

tively. Brown basmati, brown Calmati, |

and brown Texmati have most of the
bran layers left intact, giving them
higher nutritional value. A plus for
children and the aged: Rice is ninety-
eight percent digestible and digests in

| one hour rather than the two to four

hours of many other grains. legumes,
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Goingwiththe Grain

and vegetables.

If you've purchased the course
textbook, Lord Krishna's Cuisine or
The Best of Lord Krishna's Cuisine,
as recommended in my previous

| column, study the introduction to the

section on rice. It gives you an
overview of everything you need to
know about rice cookery. In addition
to preparing the dishes below, try
making four other rice dishes this
month. Take notes on the results and
your preferences.

The following dishes are Srila
Prabhupada’s recipes.

REMEMBER: Before using basmati

| rice, sort through it to remove any

foreign matter. Wash the rice in
several changes of water. Soak it in
fresh water for 10-15 minutes; then
drain and use as directed.

If you use brown rice, cook it for

. 35-45 minutes.

PLAIN BASMATI RICE

(Serves 5)

Srila Prabhupada preferred
double-steamed rice from the top tier
of his three-tiered brass cooker. The
steam from the vegetables and dal
cooking in the two lower sections
cooked the rice at the top. If I cooked
the rice separately, I prepared it the
following way, served the moment it
was cooked.

2 cups basmati rice
3 ' cups water

Wash and drain the rice. Place the
rice and 3 4 cups water in a heavy-
bottomed, medium-size saucepan for
10 minutes. Bring to a boil, stirring to
prevent sticking. Reduce the heat to

| very low, cover with a tight lid, and

cook for 15-20 minutes. Let the
cooked rice rest for 5 minutes, undis-
turbed and covered. Uncover, fluff the
rice with a fork, and serve piping hot.



RICE-AND-PINEAPPLE
AMBROSIA (Serves 6-8)

In 1967, Srila Prabhupada sampled
whipped cream for the first time. On
the spot he came up with this rice
dessert, which became a favorite for
the Sunday Feast.

2 cups cooked basmati rice, fluffed

4 teaspoon ground cinnamon

4 teaspoon nutmeg

% teaspoon freshly ground

cardamom seeds

Y2 cup currants

3 cups fresh pineapple, drained and
cutinto 1"x 2" x 14" pieces

2 cups chilled whipping cream or 3
cups stirred nonfat yogurt

Y4 cup sugar

pineapple rings

Y4 cup toasted almonds

s

Place the rice, spices, currants, and
pineapple on a tray and mix with your
fingers until well blended. Whip the
cream into firm peaks. Fold the sugar
into the cream or yogurt and add it to
the rice. Blend well, transfer to a
serving dish, and chill %2 hour. Gar-
nish with pineapple rings and toasted
almonds.

| RICE-AND-COCONUT PILAF

(Serves 4-5)

Srila Prabhupada requested this
dish for evening guests. He gave me
the list of ingredients, and here’s what
[ came up with.

1 cup basmati or long-grain rice
1 % cups water

1 teaspoon salt

' cup shredded coconut

by Sri Rama Dasa

WE WANT TO SEE our kids grow up
like us. It’s a primal instinct. Values,
culture, morals, religion, way of life—
we expect (or at least hope) to convey
these intact.

In traditional cultures, passing the
torch to the next generation tended to
go smoothly. The whole society—
parents, neighbors, teachers, relatives,
government—sent similar cultural
messages. Now, though, how many of
us live in traditional cultures?

India, its roots in the best of tradi-
tional cultures, is losing touch with its
spiritual heritage. Poverty, foreign
influence, mundane government, and
envy of the wealthy West have robbed
India of its Vedic patrimony. And as
India gives up the spiritual high
ground for the passionate commodity
pit of more “developed™ countries,
Indians living in the West often find
themselves spiritually isolated in an
ocean of materialism.

ISKCON should provide a unified
spiritually-based culture—what Srila
Prabhupada called “a house in which
the whole world can live.” When
Caitanya Mahaprabhu'’s prophecies
are fulfilled, when Srila Prabhupada’s
books are the law books for mankind,
when we establish a society of simple
living and high thinking—then we can
look forward to a coherent culture
that preserves the values, religion,
and way of life we want to pass on to
our children.

In “Twelve Steps for Success,” an
article I wrote in 1988, I cautioned
ISKCON educators to think realistic-
ally about our present cultural
atmosphere:

“It would be a mistake to think we
live in Vedic culture. For the present,
we live in ‘ISKCON culture’—a
unique blend of traditional Vedic cul-
ture, modern Indian culture, Western
mass culture, and whatever our local
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SCHOOLING KRSNA’S CHILDREN

Four Kinds of Parents—
~ Four Different Results

2 tablespoons ghee or peanut oil

3 tablespoons chopped peanuts

4 teaspoon crushed red chilies
lemon wedges

If you use basmati rice, wash and
soak it as directed. Place the rice,
water, salt, and coconut in a heavy-
bottomed saucepan. Cook and fluff as

| directed in the first recipe.

Heat the ghee or oil in a small pan
over moderate heat. Add the peanuts
and fry until golden, adding the
crushed chilies in the last minute of
browning. Pour the mixture into the
rice and fluff. Serve with lemon
wedges.

Yamuna Devi is the author of Lord
Krishna's Cuisine: The Art of Indian
Vegetarian Cooking and is a regular
contributor to the Washington Post.

culture happens to be.”

Given this cultural confusion,
parents can expect little help inspiring
their children to accept their beliefs
and way of life. And what greater
pain is there than seeing our kids turn
away from our most closely-held
possessions: our spiritual way of life,
our moral and cultural values, and the
very concept of who we are and what
our role in life is?

So what can parents do to help their
children respect and emulate their way
of life? Several academic studies show
that different approaches to parenting
get different results.

Four Basic Styles
NEGLECTFUL PARENTS tend to

flee the responsibilities of parenthood.

They may be too busy with their
professional lives, or too consumed
with their own problems. Their
children receive neither discipline



In the moral void of modern society,
it won’t work to tell our children to do it our way
“because that’s what I did when I was your age.”

nor love.

PERMISSIVE PARENTS love and
care about their kids, but fail to set
limits. They often fear that discipline
will drive children away or interfere
with affection.

AUTHORITARIAN PARENTS like
to say, “Do it because I say so!” They
often fight with their kids and moti-
vate by threats and punishment. Most
parents fall into this category.

AUTHORITATIVE PARENTS set
consistent, logical limits and are ready
to enforce them. Yet they spend time

Good

Acceptance

ing ranked lowest in self-esteem but
did better in the other categories than
kids with neglectful or authoritarian
parents.

Children from authoritarian homes
had better self-esteem but were at the
bottom in every other ranking.

Children of authoritative parents
were consistently at the top in every
category.

A twelve-year study by the Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley found
similar patterns. Teenagers with per-
missive backgrounds had immature

Acceptance

Response to
Self-Esteem Outside Of Parents’ Of Parents’
Discipline Religion Lifestyle

explaining reasons for the limits and
teaching their children how to make
good decisions on their own.

Results Speak for Themselves

A study by the University of
Wisconsin in the 19707 (see bar chart)
rated results for these four
approaches:

Children of neglectful parents
fared consistently low in self-esteem
and responded poorly to discipline
outside the home (from teachers, pas-
tors, police, and so on). Also, such
children rejected their parents’ reli-
gion and way of life.

Children with permissive upbring-

attitudes, low self-esteem, trouble
getting along with peers, and difficulty
with school work. They also tended to

| be sexually promiscuous and heavily
| involved with drugs.

The authoritarian approach
seemed to backfire by adolescence.
Though these children used drugs or
alcohol less often, they had many
emotional problems and were un-
happy. They were immature, had poor
images of themselves, lacked motiva-
tion in school, and scored lowest on
standard academic tests.

On the other hand, sons and
daughters of authoritative parents
showed little problem behavior, were
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' Neglectful
D Permissive
. Authoritarian
D Authoritative

generally satisfied and mature, and
scored highest academically.

Qualities of Authoritative Parents

Authoritative parents show a
balance of love and discipline. When
setting limits or requiring specific
behavior, they take the effort to
explain why. They’re consistent in
dealing with their children, and they
teach by example.

As followers of spiritual culture,
we have natural advantages in these
areas, and we should use them.
Knowledge of reincarnation
and karma offers the most
coherent view of the world
around us. If we're well-versed
in Vedic philosophy, we can
give the best reasons for
leading a moral, responsible
life. Devotion to guru and
Krsna provides tangible
experience of our personal
relationship with God—the
ultimate motivation for good
behavior.

But we must avoid using
Vedic philosophy or culture as
a tool for blind authoritari-
anism. In the moral void of
modern society, it won’t work
to tell our children to do it our
way “because that’s what I did when I
was your age.” Nor will it be enough
to ply our kids with platitudes and
dogma. Guilt and threats of future
lowly births won’t work either.

The philosophy of the Bhagavad-
gita and Srimad-Bha gavatam is
beautiful, comprehensive, and logi-
cal. If we know and live that philos-
ophy ourselves, while explaining it in
relevant ways to our children, we will
be successful parents.

Sri Rama Dasa is Chairman of the
ISKCON Board of Education. Send
correspondence to 3764 Watseka
Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90034.



by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi

PART III

By encouraging animal slaughter, the
whole atmosphere becomes polluted
more and more by war, pestilence,
famine, and many other unwanted
calamities.

—Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.7.37, purport

AS [ DESCRIBED in my last column,
back in the fifties the U. S. govern-
ment and the big grain companies
thought they’d found the fix for the
problem of surplus grain: sell some of
it cheap abroad as food aid, and push
foreign countries to raise meat so
they’d buy grain at good prices to
feed livestock. These programs would
save the American farm economy and
build America’s humanitarian image.

No one seemed to care that food-
aid programs crippled small farmers
in the countries that got the grain. For
centuries these farmers had grown
staple foods for themselves and their
neighbors using simple farming meth-
ods, usually plowing with animals.
When the U. S. dumped cheap
tractor-produced grain on the market,
food prices sank so low these farmers
could barely earn a living. Many gave
up farming and tried to find work in
the cities so they could at least buy
food. But machines in the cities were
putting people out of work. So now
many who’d come from the farms had
neither land to grow food nor money
to buy it.

When well-off countries tried to
help by sending even more food aid,
they made the problem worse by
wiping out more farmers. Govern-
ments and international agencies
couldn’t see the value of keeping tra-
ditional farmers on their land.

In the 1970% the international food
situation changed. U. S.-Soviet

| detente opened the silos for huge

American grain sales to the Soviet
Union (much of it to feed animals).
This meant the U. S. no longer had to
sell grain cheap for food aid.

So grain prices went up around the
world. Countries that had been get-
ting grain cheap now had to pay full
price.

About the same time, there were
several shocks in oil prices. So on top

| of paying more for U. S. grain, now

developing countries had to pay more
for petroleum for their fledgling
industries.

One way to get money was to
borrow from the World Bank. But the
Bank expected to be paid back, and

| by the 1980’ it was calling for auster-

ities to make sure countries could
repay their loans. One important
austerity was for countries to lean less
on imports, including grains. But this
again hurt the poor, as prices for food
shot up beyond their reach.

Another form of “help” proved
even more destructive. Experts
believed that instead of importing
food, third-world countries should
grow more—through the technology
and miracle seeds of the “Green

| Revolution.” But what should they

grow more of? Cash crops to pay off
international debts.

Profitable crops might be broccoli
or strawberries or even carnations.
But the biggest crop for bringing in
cash was feed grains.

In Food Crops vs. Feed Crops,

| David Barkin, Rosemary Batt, and

Billie DeWalt tell how, in country
after country, feed crops for meat
production edged out food crops as
the Green Revolution advanced. In
Mexico, for example, land tradition-
ally used for corn and beans for peo-
ple gave way to wheat and sorghum
for animals. Productivity and profits
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THE LAND, THE COWS, AND KRSNA

The Origins of
Cow-Killing Economics

went up. More people went hungry.
As food aid had pushed small
farmers off their land by driving down
crop prices, the Green Revolution
pushed them off by driving up prices
for land and rent. Farm land in the
third world kept converging into the
hands of a few. As wealthier farmers

| profited from credit and technological

advances, they brought bigger har-
vests to market. This raised land val-
ues. So nearby subsistence farmers,
unable to make enough to pay rent

| and taxes, got pushed off their land to

join the hungry.

The Green Revolution featured
new seeds called “high-yield.” They
were not inherently high yielding, but
they yielded more in response to
technological inputs—chemical ferti-
lizers, pesticides, and so on.

The ecological toll of the Green
Revolution was devastating. Vandana
Shiva, physicist and agricultural philo-

| sopher, tells of it in The Violence of

the Green Revolution. Switching from
thousands of types of local grains to a
handful of new hybrids dangerously
shrank the genetic pool of local seed
types. Switching from cow manure
and green manure to chemical fertil-
izers degraded the soil, making it poor
in micronutrients and toxic. The
irrigation needed for the new hybrids
made some land soggy and salty and
turned other land into desert.

Green Revolution crops gave more
grain because they grew on shorter
stems. But in India, for example, the
straw of the plant was a chief source
of fodder for cows. which provided

| manure for fuel and fertilizer. Short-

stemmed grains meant less fodder and
manure. Sending animals to the forest
to make up for lost fodder put heavy
pressure on the forest ecosystem.
Many forests were lost.

Large areas gave way to mono-



cropping. growing just one kind of
crop for harvest. Pulses, oilseeds,
millet, and greens became scarce, and
local people suffered nutritional dis-
orders. Meanwhile, new pests invaded
the fields, only to be fought by pesti-
cides that contaminated food, soil,
and water.

And farmers had to pay for each
damaging input. As they switched
from systems nature had sustained for
centuries to one where every input
had to be paid for, small farmers were
swept off their land. Even large farm-
ers saw profits sink as input prices
rose and productivity declined. Social
unrest followed, and factions fought
for land, water rights, and credit.

Of course, the market offered
other ways to earn money. Instead of
raising animal feed, some countries
raised animals. In Brazil, thousands of
acres of Amazon rain forest were
cleared to raise cattle to give meat for
fast-food restaurants around the
world.

Meanwhile, back in the U. S.,
where huge-scale commercial farming

had gotten its start, things were worse
| than ever. Soybeans and corn, two
| chief moneymakers in animal feed,
i were catastrophically eroding the soil.
| The typical lowa corn farmer lost two
bushels of topsoil for every bushel of
corn he reaped. Irrigation for feed
crops was depleting water supplies.
Input prices kept rising, but farm-
ers often had no choice but to sell to a
single company that made sure the
farmers couldn’t raise crop prices. The
better the farmers produced, the low-
er the crop prices fell, and the more
money the farmers lost. They were
being wiped out. In 1860, half the peo-
ple in America worked on farms; by
1990, only two out of every hundred.
And the price of inputs promised
only to go up further. Months before
the Persian Gulf war, the U. S.
Department of Energy predicted that
oil prices would double by the year
2015, to $40 a barrel. The Department

2000 the U. S. would become a net
importer of phosphate rock, ammo-
nium, and potash, the main items in

of Agriculture warned that by the year

commercial fertilizer.

Even more ominous, with the farm
lobby shrinking, the government
talked about offsetting the national
debt by abolishing farm subsidies.
Rural sociologist Harriet Friedman
predicted, “When that happens,
American farmers will be decimated.”

All over the world, agriculture was
suffering similar problems. Slaugh-
tering the ox to replace him with a
tractor, and replacing food grains with
feed grains for meat, had failed to
bring peace, abundance, and prosper-
ity. Instead, as Srila Prabhupada said,
it had polluted the world with con-
flict, pestilence, and famine.

Next issue, we’ll begin to look at a
Vedic alternative to our modern soci-
0CCONOMIC Mess.

Hare Krsna Devi Dasi has been in
ISKCON since 1978. She spent sever-
al years on the Gita Nagari farm in
Pennsylvania. She now lives in Maine,
where you can write to her c¢/o The
Ox Power Alternative Energy Club,
9B Stetson St., Brunswick, ME 04011.
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PART III (Conclusion):
THE PROPHECY FULFILLED

ON THE NIGHT of February 15, 1990,
during a power failure, I was led
across a rooftop high over New Delhi;
the city had disappeared in darkness
below, while overhead the firmament
spilled open with a bright brocade of
stars. On that rooftop stood a one-
room concrete hut: it was the study of
an astrologer and seer known to me
simply as “Panditji.” Sitting within
that narrow, candlelit space, my
companions and I heard the Pandit
deliver an amazing prophecy.

It all began with Panditji’s enthusi-
astic assertion at some point in our
conversation that the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness
would one day transform the world.
Wondering whether his vision owed
more to pious hope than actual fore-
knowledge, I inquired about some-
thing more specific and nearer at
hand: the annual meeting of the
Governing Body Commission of
ISKCON, which was to begin in three
days in Mayapura. [ was flying out the
next afternoon for that meeting. What
would it be like?

Panditji then prophesied a wonder:
In that meeting of the GBC a super-
natural entity, something he called the
“dharma-cakra of ISKCON,” would
be formed and set into motion. There-
after ISKCON would extend its spiri-
tual power all over the world and
transform it. This dharma-cakra, or
“wheel of religion,” would get assem-
bled, Panditji explained. because the
members of the GBC would over-
come personal interest and motiva-
tion and center themselves harmoni-
ously on Krsna—like spokes properly
aligned on the hub of a well-made
wheel.

Then Panditji announced a date for

the accomplishment of this act: March
7,1990. We objected: How could it
happen on one particular day? And

anyway the GBC meetings were to
end two days before! But Panditji
stuck to his date: “March 7 will be a
turning-point for ISKCON," he said
with unruffled assurance. “The
dharma-cakra will be formed and
moving. Before, there were problems
in your GBC—but after that date
everything will be corrected.”

Yet three days later in Mayapur, as
[ packed my briefcase for the opening
session of the meetings, I harbored no
expectation that Panditji’s prophecy
would be fulfilled. A harrowing trip
from Delhi to Mayapur and an equal-
ly harrowing assault, upon arrival, of
bureaucratic minutiae (“‘the death of
a thousand nicks™) had made the
evening with Panditji seem distant
and dreamlike, like a legend from a
remote time.

Al the same time I found my=
self unable simply to forget the matter
altogether and be rid of it. It persis-

| ted stubbornly on the borders of

consciousness, apparently gathering
power, and very soon made itself

| known.

This happened, in fact, during my

| first trip to the GBC meeting place
| from my room on the third floor
| (second by Indian counting) of the

“Lotus building.” My door opened
onto the wide marble-floored veran-
dah, enclosed by fluted arches, that
belted each story of the building.
Down this verandah I set forth, file-
laden. Afier descending the central
flight of stairs, I turned right and
followed the second floor verandah
around the building. Clambering up a
wooden staircase shoved against a low
wall, I stepped onto the roof of the
abutting building. Before me lay a
vast, sun-battered expanse of con-
crete, gradually rising in stepped tiers
like a terraced field. I started across it.
Unseen beneath my feet passed the

| polished marble floors, the pendulous

chandeliers, the echoing cavernous
spaces of the temple. Midway across

| the roof, a tall parabolic dome, called
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THRO_UGH THE EYES OF SASTRA

“M [SKCON’s Dharma-Cakra

A true story by Ravindra Svarupa Dasa

a Sikhara, rose above me on my left.
Proclaiming the Lord’s presence to the
surroundings, this dome surmounted
the altar room of Lord Nrsimhadeva,
the half-lion, half-human incarnation
of Krsna before whom we pray daily
for the protection of the Krsna con-
sciousness movement. That morning a
gang of workers was beginning to lash
thick bamboo rods to the dome. On
my right, in the temple courtyard
below, other workers were noisily
laying flagstone.

From out of the open temple doors
spilled the well-amplified hymning of
a bhajana band, and here is where |
felt something odd, a kind of emo-
tional bump, followed at once by an
unsolicited mental remark: “Ah hal
Rooftops. Bands.” But I was preoccu-
pied, and I brushed it aside. Reaching
the roof’s end, I rounded the base of
the huge dome that rose over the
main altar; Sri Sri Radha-Madhava
stood directly below. Workmen were
also cladding this dome in bamboo
scaffolding. Mayapur was a perpetual
construction site.

Going up a short flight of steps in
the shadow of Radha-Madhava’s
dome set me onto the third floor
verandah of the Conch building,
which ran parallel to the Lotus build-
ing across the courtyard. I followed
the verandah to the end of the struc-
ture—the southwestern tip of the U
formed by the three buildings—and
there, climbing and switching back
interminably, made the roof.

This point of vantage revealed a
great sun-saturated vista. I could look
down upon the roofs of the Lotus
building and the temple: on the court-
yard where streams of visitors flowed
in and out of the temple; on the flower
beds, lawns, and fountains of the for-
mal gardens before the temple. Every-
where the sun was forcing colors
open, exposing their secret intensities,
and slicing them brutally with shad-
ows of jet, edged like razors.

Beyond the formal gardens rose



the massive Florentine dome of Srila
Prabhupada’s samadhi (memorial), its
marble cladding now in place, throw-
ing back sunlight like a terrestrial
moon. And beyond that the molten
Ganges spread to the horizon. From
her near bank, fields of vibrating
green multiplied endlessly to fill the
northern quadrant, punctuated by the
distant spire of the temple marking
Lord Caitanya’s birthsite. Off the
other side of the roof, past the fields
to the south, you could see the dense
tree line that marked the far bank of
the Jalangi River, sunken from view.
In that tree line rose a tangled hump
of banyan that showed the spot,
directly opposite us, where the house
and samadhi of Bhaktivinoda Tha-
kura stood.

It was when I turned from the
view to face the GBC meeting room
across the roof that [ felt another,
heavier, emotional bump. The meet-
ing room was a penthouse perched on
the east end of the Conch building
roof. Only the tapering dome of
Radha-Madhava, rising just along-
side the meeting room and closing to
a peak several meters above it, was
higher.

This second emotional bump got
my attention, and as I entered the
GBC room I was fully conscious of a
certain pattern of symmetries and

contrasts: of two high rooftops, both
reached by arduous assent of stairs, of
two penthouses waiting on those
roofs. Thus the beginning and the end
were nicely parallel, I thought, but in

| the beginning there was night and

| starlight, and below the music of a

| wedding band. While in the end there
| is daylight and sunshine and the music

of a bhajana band. That rooftop room
was cramped, narrow, and window-
less. This one was wide and open,
lined on three sides with French doors
giving out upon a balcony. Light was
pouring in, and a breeze flowed
evenly through the room. All around
us, open to the gaze, lay Mayapur:
beautiful, green, pure.

The narrative structure, I thought,
was neat; the parallels with contrasts
nicely done. However, this was “real
life,” not some well-wrought play by
Shakespeare. Why then was it pres-
enting itself to my consciousness with
the signs of a work of literary art? I
remembered noticing this effect
already in Panditji’s room. and the
effect was persisting. It was as if [ had
been dropped through some trapdoor

| into another level or dimension of
| reality, where existence operated by

symbolic structures. And I wasn't out
of it yet.
At the same time, I also knew how

process the world before it even pres-
ents itself to our consciousness. So [
still maintained a critical distance
from this apparent “dimension”; that
seemed the sane thing to do. I was not
yet a believer, but I was interested for

| sure.

And so I sat down in the rooftop
room for the GBC meeting, taking a
seat within the square of overstuffed
sofas cased in white cotton. Our busi-
ness began. and [ became wholly
absorbed in 1t, meeting every day for
the scheduled six hours and racking
up additional time in subcommittees
and working groups. My life was com-
pletely contained within that complex
of buildings: I had neither the need
nor the time to leave it. My main
movement was the commute back and
forth between my room and the meet-
ing room, traversing an architectural
geography that now resonated uncan-
nily with prophecy.

Panditji had said that this meeting

| would usher in a new spirit of har-

mony and cooperation, and [ watched
out for it. And, wouldn’t you know, it
was there. Nothing dramatic—no
tongues of flame descended upon our
heads. Indeed, we disagreed, we
debated, we argued—that was usual,
and to be expected, even desired.

We made better decisions when all

| thoroughly our own mind and senses sides of an issue were vigorously

-
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The city was a cakra: the temple forming the nave and the
roads forming spokes and rings. And the cakra-like city would itself be
the center of a larger, world-spanning, ISKCON dharma-cakra.

represented. But there were no per-
sonal animosities, and clashes of will
during the meeting would not continue
afterwards.

In 1987 the GBC had undergone a
crisis; some of its most prominent
leaders had fallen, and the movement
it led had suffered a crisis of confi-
dence. As a result, the GBC had to
undertake a difficult self-examination,
issuing in a reconstitution, a reforma-
tion. That process had left wounds, but
I saw that they were now at last heal-
ing, and a sense of trust and general
good will suffused our deliberations.

Mayapur itself became a focus of
our discussions. The din of construc-
tion on the dome scaffolding just
outside had forced us to shut the doors
and raise our voices. Now we made
arrangements for thirty more years of
it. Here at Mayapur Srila Prabhupada
had laid the cornerstone for a monu-
mental temple, the center of a spiritual
city-to-be, but the planning for the
temple and city had long been stalled.
Now it came to life again. Conferring
with an architect and city planner, we
agreed on design specifications for the
temple and on a Vedic layout for the
city, the padmaka mandala. In the
architect’s drawing the city spanned
the delta formed by the confluence of
the Jalangi and the Ganges, its streets
arrayed in a symmetrical pattern of
radial and concentric lines that
converged upon the huge temple in
the center; I was reminded of a perfect
spider’s web strung in the fork of two
branches.

Seeing this plan selected by the
GBC, I thought of Panditji’s dharma-
cakra. For the city was a cakra: the
temple forming the nave and the roads
spokes and rings. And the cakra-like
city would itself be the center of a
larger, world-spanning, ISKCON
dharma-cakra—I liked the symmetry,
the nesting of wheel within wheel, the
macrocosmic-microcosmic mirroring. I

L

felt sure all this had something to do
with Panditji’s vision, but it could not
be the whole of it. For there remained
the puzzle of March 7.

And then that was solved midway
through the course of our meetings.
One morning in the temple after
Srimad-Bhagavatam class I was hand-

| ed the just-published schedule for the
| festival that would start after the

meetings. Curious. I opened the book-
let to March 7. “Ekadasi,” stated the
calendar, and it went on to list two
events for that morning: A report to
Radha-Madhava by the GBC, to be
followed by the installation of
Sudarsana-cakra over Radha-
Madhava’s temple. Reading this
produced more than a little emotional
bump. A crash of feelings accelerated
my heartbeat and set my nerves ting-
ling. I rushed out into the temple
courtyard and backed away until 1
could see the dome over Radha-
Madhava. Sure enough: where the
dome closed to a peak over the GBC
meeting room there were just a couple
of rusty iron rods sticking out. There
was no golden, shinning cakra. I had
never even noted the absence of what
ought to have been there at the apex
of the sikhara: the three stacked metal
balls called a kalasa, and at the peak
the Sudarsana-cakra. One of the four
symbols of Visnu, the Sudarsana-cakra
is famous as a razor-sharp discus
wielded by the Lord to destroy the
demonic. But more than that, the

cakra is the energy by which the Lord

creates and sustains the cosmos. As
the symbol of the all-pervading power

| of Visnu, the cakra is found mounted

at the top of all Vaisnava temples in
India.

[ went back into the temple and
found Jayapataka Swami. He was on
the committee that had planned the
festival. I held out the open booklet.

“What’s all this happening on the
seventh?” I asked. * ‘GBC report to
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the Deity.” We've never done that
before.”

“Well. we thought it would be nice
for the GBC to report every year to
Radha-Madhava. You know, give the
state of the movement and what was
accomplished during the meeting and
what we hope to accomplish next
year—Ilike that. It’s like Radha-
Madhava are the main Deities of
ISKCON. They preside at our world
headquarters, so every year we should
report to Them about the whole
movement.”

“The annual state of the union.
Yeah, I think it’s a great idea.”

“See, its Ekadasi.” He jabbed the
schedule with his finger. “There’s no
prasadam in the morning, so we

| thought we would do this at that time.
| Make the report a ceremony every

year during the Mayapur festival, on
the first Ekadasi after the GBC
meeting.”

“And what about this? ‘Installation
of Sudarsana-cakra.” ”

*Oh, that’ll be really auspicious!
It’'s a whole big ceremony. There’s
actually two cakras, one for Lord

| Nrsimhadeva and one for Radha-

Madhava. They're installed the same
as Deities, with a fire sacrifice and
bathing. The cakras are actually dei-
ties. When you see the cakra on top of
the sikhara, that’s the same as having
darsana of Radha-Madhava. So

they’ll be brought in here for an
installation and then taken out with a
big procession. Each cakra will be

| carried by someone on his head”—he

swept both hands up above his head—

| “to the top of the sikhara. The kalasa
| will be there already, and the cakra is
| put on. Then it’s bathed with pots and
| pots of water, and araii’s offered.”

“That’s what all that scaffolding is
for.”

“Yeah, you have to get all the way
up to the top.”

“How come we've taken so long to



Were I to write a novel, say, about the GBC,
and want something to symbolize its coming together
in harmonious order, I could have hit upon nothing better
than the installation of Sudarsana-cakra.

install the cakras?”

He shook his head sadly.

“Well, this is a good time,” I said.
“Who's carrying the cakras in the
procession?”

He shrugged. “Anyone . .."”

“You think I could carry Radha-
Madhava’s cakra? Would that be
OK?”

“Yeah, fine, no problem, ™ he
answered, looking a bit puzzled.

Then I let the cat out of the bag:
“You see—Radha-Madhava’s cakra is
the dharma-cakra of ISKCON. Let
me tell you an interesting story.” And
then I related the whole account of
Panditji’s prophecy. I explained how
Panditji must have not only foreseen
the installation on March 7, but he
had also seen it’s symbolic meaning,
how it embodied the dharma-cakra of
ISKCON. Radha-Madhava’s sikhara
was right next to the room in which
the GBC, uniting in harmony and
cooperation, would form the dharma-
cakra of ISKCON. Yet that would
actually be accomplished on March 7,
when, as it turns out, the GBC reports
to Radha-Madhava and the
Sudarsana-cakra is installed. All this
showed how Krsna was the doer: His
grace formed the harmonious order
within the GBC—aligned the mem-
bers around Krsna like spokes on a
wheel—and, as that was done, He
made His missing cakra manifest over
Radha-Madhava. That’s why Radha-
Madhava’s cakra was the dharma-
cakra of ISKCON.

When I finished my account Jaya-
pataka Swami was grinning from ear
to ear. Yelling, “Jaya! Jaya!” he seized
my hand in a crushing grip and shook
it vigorously while pounding me hard
on the back.

As [ told the story to Jayapataka
Swami, I began to reflect that reality
did indeed seem to be composed like
a work of art. Were | to write a novel,

say, about the GBC, and wanted

I something to symbolize its coming

| together in harmonious order, I could

| have hit upon nothing better than the
installation of the Sudarsana-cakra. It
was perfect. Yet we were not dealing
with art but life: the cakra was a
natural symbol. Reality itself pos-
sessed a natural symbolic structure,

| one that in this case linked the order-

ing of the GBC and the Sudarsana-

cakra installation ceremony: through

that structure Panditji had somehow

been able to see the future.

Now there was nothing but to wait
for it to come.

On the morning of March 7, the
temple was profusely decorated and
densely crowded. Whole banana trees
were braced against the pillars and

looped and draped everywhere, their
tang filling the air. Devotees coming
from all around the world packed the
temple wall-to-wall. Cord wood rose
| in a high pyramid at the center of the
stage before Radha-Madhava’s altar:
the place of the fire sacrifice. From
the left and right saffron-robed guru-
kula boys filed on stage led by teach-
ers wearing elaborate, beautifully
wrought headdresses. Each side tak-
ing alternate verses, the boys began
| chanting the purusa-siikta prayers
from the Rg Veda. The room fell
silent, and the ancient mantras, pass-

the stage, seemed to call forth from
the crowd a calm and exalted
consciousness.

And then the reports to Radha-
Madhava: Bhakti Caru Swami, last
vear's GBC chairman. related the
accomplishments and problems of the
previous year to Them, and then the
new chairman, Sivarama Swami, gave
an account of the meeting just com-
| pleted. Other devotees reported on
| noteworthy projects. Awards for
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long ropey garlands of marigolds were

ing back and forth antiphonally across

| special achievement were given. Then
| all devotees gathered there rose and
| silently and simultaneously delivered

| their personal reports to Radha-

Madhava.

[ had feared finding this ceremony
tedious, but I was startled by the
strong feelings it evoked in me. The
reports were heartfelt, and the ritual
made a powerful impression. I thought
that we would see an extraordinary
development of such performances as
Mayapur city assumed its form and
function.

Then the cakras, swaddled in silk
imprinted with Krsna’s names, were
borne onto the stage and laid on the

| altar. Priests chanted mantras and

anointed the cakras. I was called up
and, touching Radha-Madhava’s cakra,
chanted and meditated as directed.
Then the flames leapt upon the pyre,
the boys began their mantras again,
and the priests fed ghee to the fire with
their long carved wooden ladles.

And then it was time to take up the
cakras. Someone laid a folded cloth,
block printed with the Hare Krsna
manira, on the top of my head. I took
the cakra with both hands and lifted it
to my head. Cast in bell-metal, it was

| no more than a foot in diameter. I

carefully set its threaded base on the
crown of my head and felt the weight
in my neck and shoulders.

“It’s heavier than it looks,” I said to
the devotee next to me as the pro-
cession was forming up on stage.

“Twelve kilos,” he said. With a
great shout, the procession set off,
Sivarama Swami going before me with
Nrsimhadeva’s cakra on his head. First
we circumambulated Radha-Madhava
three times, the mob of roaring devo-
tees crushing into the tunnel-like pass-

| ageway around the altar room, where

the chanting of various maniras, the
throaty bellow of the conchs, the shrill
ululations of the women, the thrum-



ming of innumerable drums, the
clashing of gongs and karatalas were
endlessly reduplicated. Then our pro-
cession uncoiled itself and headed for
the back of the temple. The rear
section of the temple extended com-
pletely across the bottom floor of the
Lotus building, and so we came out
into bright daylight at the base of the
wide staircase that took us up to the
second floor of the Lotus building,
When we turned left onto the veran-
dah, I realized we would now follow
the exact track I had worn back and
forth during the meetings.

It was well the way was so familiar,
for I could not look down to place my
feet on steps or uneven ground. My
head had become more or less locked
in place by the cakra resting on it; the
slightest vertical motion made the
cakra slip, and any lateral movement
released discouraging bolts of neck
pain.

When our party arrived at the
middle of the temple roof, we halted

and turned to face Nrsimhadeva’s
dome. Sivarama Maharaja went for-
ward and, with what I thought was
tremendous athleticism, scampered
up the dome’s scaffolding, the cakra
palmed in one hand. At that distance,
the bathing of the cakra from the
platform at the dome’s peak took
place above my range of vision. But
lower down I could watch a bucket
brigade passing overflowing brass
and clay pots up the dome and see
cascades of water gushing down the
dome’s sides.

This continued for what seemed a
long time. The morning was getting
on, and the sun was turning hard and
brutal. Immobilized, I baked. Perspi-
ration flowed down my face, stinging
my eyes, blurring my vision. I couldn’t
wipe it away. The small, hard base of
the cakra seemed to be boring into
the crown of my head, the weight of

| it slowly crushing my cervical verte-
| brae. Pain flowed like water down my

neck and into my shoulders; cramps

seized my arms.

For some reason, my most joyful
moments in Krsna consciousness, my
peak experiences, have almost always
been accompanied by physical distress
of one sort or another. This was no
different. The bath water was cascad-
ing beautifully down the Sikhara, the
kirtana was mounting from height to
height, and I was entirely happy. The
weight of the cakra filled me with joy.
I felt complete.

[ saw Sivarama Swami drop to the

| temple roof, and our procession up-

wards resumed: to the Conch building
verandah, to the stairs, to the rooftop.
There I could see the completed
handiwork of the noisy laborers: a
bamboo platform enclosed a new
shining kalasa at the summit of
Radha-Madhava’s dome. How was I
to carry the cakra out to that plat-
form? By a narrow bamboo bridge or
gangplank that arched across the
emptiness to rest on the roof of the
(please turn to page 42)

With my toes I could feel the bamboo slats that made the narrow bridge, but I could not see it.
It was like stepping off into empty space. Would it be possible to fall through all that distance—with the cakra? What
would that mean? I centered my gaze on the top of the kalasa and went, the bridge bouncing beneath my feet.
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Indonesia’s

VedicValley

Devotees on the Hare Krsna farm near Jakarta
hope to demonstrate the wisdom of the Vedic culture
that once flourished in Indonesia.

Text and photos by Indradyumna Swami

Devotees grow many kinds of fruit at
New Govinda Kuiija, thanks to Krsna's
natural gifts of sunshine, rain, and
fertile soil.

With cheerful determination, the residents of New Govinda Kufija are showing
how to live naturally, the way Krsna intended us to live.
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OR ME THE ISLAND OF JAVA
always stood as a land of mystery
and adventure. From stories of
prehistoric Java Man to tales of sailors
of yore shipwrecked off the island’s
rocky coast, my mind was always fasci-
nated by this largest of the islands in the

archipelago now called Indonesia. So |

with great expectations I accepted the
invitation of my Godbrother Gaura
Mandala Bhumi Dasa to visit Indonesia
and New Govinda Kufja, ISKCON’s
small farm community just outside the
capital city, Jakarta.

When I arrived on the island, the
hustle and bustle of Jakarta’s streets
soon dispelled any fears I had of savage
tribes roaming the jungles of a desolate
island. Java is the most populous island

in the world (130 million people). It’s a
predominantly Muslim country with
fewer than ten million Hindus.

“Srila Prabhupada visited Jakarta in
1973,” said Dayasara Dasa, president of
the farm, as we headed north from the
city onaone-hourdrive to New Govinda
Kufja. *Now, like then, we spread Krsna
consciousness mostly among the Indian
community and to the tourists who visit
the island. Though the law guarantees
religious freedom, we’'re not allowed to
teach Krsna consciousness to the
Muslims.

“We started our farm on Srila
Prabhupada’s aphorism ‘simple living
and high thinking.” He wanted Krsna
conscious farm communities that would
show how to live self-sufficiently, and

Dayasara Dasa inspects a young plant in the vegetable garden. In the background
is one of the buildings the devotees built from local bamboo.
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Indonesia is an ideal place for that.
Eight out of ten people here live on
farms.”

As we drove through the fertile
valleys to our community, nestled in a
prominent area of retreats, Dayasara
said, “Historianssay Indonesia was once
part of the Vedic culture of India. We
still find many remnants of that culture
here.”

I thought of ancient Dvaraka,
described in Vedic scriptures as sur-
rounded by flower gardens, fruit or-
chards, and reservoirs full of lotuses.
No mention of factories or slaughter-
houses. “Hard to find a place like
Dvaraka now,” I said.

Smiling, Dayasara turned to me and
said, “You'll be seeingitin five minutes.




ija is just over the | jackfruit, durian.
| S v ed the small rice field.
Aswe entered the farm, I was struck | devotees working under the hot sun
by the devotees’ ert use of space. looked up from beneath big straw hats
“It’s a small farm,” said Dayasara. = and smiled and waved.
I'wo and a halfacres. We've D0 you irrig 1 asked.
that because it’s what we can handle.

11

(11

here
- the fruit tree
many of which I couldn’t identil
asara pointed them out—tapioca, “The Puncak V
papaya, coconut, mango, mangost for those two mountains, Gunung Gede
rambhutan, jambhu, guava, sahalak. | anc a s aid, pointing to

Far from the passionate pace of the city, devo
* Krsna in simple ways that help them

Tending the rice crop in the raini
the world.
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two enormous mountains on either
side of the valley. “They’re two of the
forty active volcanoes on Java. We're
the most voleanic island in the world.”

An ominous cloud of black smoke
belched from the crater of one of the
volcanoes. Dayasara didn’t seem
concerned, so I decided not to worry
about it myself. After all, I'd only be
here a week.

you can build your own house cheaply,”
said Dayasara as we stopped in front of
a Balinese-style home. “Our devotees
built all the houses on the land, mostly

5
3
-

from bamboo.”

As we entered the home, a surpris-
ingly cool structure, he showed me the
walls and ceiling, woven by devotees
from split bamboo.

“No glass windows?” I asked.

“No need,” he said. “We only have
two seasons: hot and dry. It never gets
cold. It’s like a replica of the spiritual

| world.”
“An advantage of rural life is that |

From the window we could see the
barn where Yamuna, the devotee’s cow,
lives with her calf, Sita.

“Yamuna’s famous in the region.”
said Dayasara. “She’s still giving milk
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after a year. Most cows give milk only
six months.”

“How’s that?” I asked.

“It'ssimple.” Dayasarareplied. “She
feels welcome here.”

I’ knew what he meant. I too felt wel-
come at New Govinda Kunja andlooked
forward to my next visit to this spiritual
oasis. Of course, I'd keep my eye on
Guna Salak. €

Indradyumna Swami travels around the
world spreading Krsna consciousness.
He's based at the ISKCON temple in
Durban, South Africa.



BHAKTI-YOGA
AT SCHOOL

Even before her Krsna conscious club was approved,
Anjali had introduced many of her teachers and schoolmates

to the glories of Lord Krsna.

by Vrnda Devi Dasi

Anjali (Jahnavi Devi Dast) and her grand-
father, retired Justice of the Indian Supreme
Court Kan Singhji, who wore tilaka. Anjali
also plans a career in law.

1990 U.S. Supreme Court rul-

ing (Board of Educationv. Mer-

gens) allows student-spon-
soredreligious clubs to meet after classes
in public school buildings. In March
1991 my sister, Anjali Sankhla, astraight-

A student, started the first high school |
Krsna club in the U.S., at Paint Branch |
High Schoolin Silver Spring, Maryland. |

Anjali’s teachers and friends knew
she was a Hare Krsna devotee. Every
year in high school she’d give a talk
about Srila Prabhupada. Throughout
her school years, whenever possible
she would write her English papers on
Krsna conscious teachings and bring
in prasadam for her teachers and
classmates.

In the ninth grade, Anjali dressed in
saffron sannyasi clothes and carried a
sannydasi’s staff to give a class presen-
tation about Srila Prabhupada’s life.
After Anjali’s talk, her English teacher,
Mrs. Ellen Rosier, went with her hus-
band to Anjali’'s home to see her altar.
The next day Mrs. Rosier excitedly told
all the English teachers to go to An-
jali’s house and see her Deities. So
Anjali’s teachers and friends never
misunderstood Krsna consciousness to
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be acult; rather, they
understood it to be
a genuine spiritual
practice. They ap-
preciated Krsna con-
scious philosophy
and would some-
times visit her home temple and enjoy
vegetarian food offered to Lord Krsna.

Last year, ISKCON leader Guna-
grahi Goswami, impressed with Anjali’s
efforts to share Krsna consciousness
with others at her school, suggested she
start a Krsna conscious club. He gave
her some documents on the Supreme
Court rulings.

Anjali then talked to her Compar-
ative Religions teacher, Mrs. Bartley,
who had visited ISKCON’s temple in
Potomac, Maryland. Anjali told Mrs.
Bartley that since Anali’s friends were
enthusiastic about learning vegetarian
cooking and Vedic philosophy, she
would like to start a club that would

| meetonce aweek after schoollike other

clubs, such as the Math Club or the Art
Club. Mrs. Bartley agreed to be the
advisor for the Bhakti Yoga Club and
have the meetings and cooking demon-
strations in her classroom.



At Paint Branch High School near Washington, D.C., Anjali teaches Krsna
consciousness to her classmates, as she did many times during her high school vears.

After Anjali had everything settled |
with Mrs. Bartley, she went to the school
principal, Dr. Ed Shirley, to get his
approval. She greeted him with a garland
of flowers from her Deities and some
pakoras—vegetables dipped in spicy
batter and deep-fried. He loved them. |
Then she told him what the club would
be doing. She had already sent him an
outline explaining the purpose of the
club, the main students involved, how
often and in which room the club would |
meet, and so on. So Dr. Shirley already
had a good idea about the Bhakti Yoga
Club. He happily agreed and told Anjali
she could start the club as soon as
possible.

The next day inschool. Anjali put up
posters advertising the opening of the
Bhakti Yoga Club, and she had the first
meeting announced in the morning

announcements. At the first meeting, |
Anjali and I and our mother (Kiran |

L. Sankhla) held a cooking
demonstration for the stu-
dents, teaching them how to
make pakoras. Anjali and the
other students had intense phi-
losophical discussions about
vegetarianism, karma, reincar-
nation, and other Krsna con-
scious topics. They also chan-
ted Hare Krsna and discussed
Vedic readings. Anjali passed
out several Bhagavad-gitas,
Back to Godhead magazines,
and Higher Taste cookbooks.

Anjali comments, “I feel
that it’s my duty to teach my
friends about Lord Krsna,
because Prahlada Maharaja
taught his class friends to chant Hare
Krsna. At this point in their lives, my

| classmates are inquisitive about life

after death, karma, and God. They want
to find all the answers. I want to help
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“The timeless wisdom of the Gita is as relevant
today as it was five thousands years ago,” Anjali tells
members of her high school’s Bhakti Yoga Club.



them understand the spiritual reasons
why certain things happen, before they
become frustrated with their lives and
resort to drugs, alcohol, and illicit sex. I
don’twant that to happen to them. Being
theirage, [ can explain Krsna conscious-
ness to them in a down-to-earth way
they canunderstand. It’s alot easier and
more effective learning from someone
your own age. The kids are fascinated
by Krsna conscious philosophy and
really relish it.”

Two sincere students from Paint
Branch High School who helped Anjali
with the club, Bhakta Zack Eller and

and chant sixteen rounds on japa beads
every day. Bhakta Glenn has moved
into the Potomac temple, and Bhakta
Zack will move into the temple when

| he’s eighteen. Other students from the

Bhakti Yoga Club visit the Potomac
temple and are becoming vegetarians.

Now Bhakti Yoga Clubs are opening
in other high schools across the U.S.
Because of reading an article about
Anjali’s club, Jeff Jones, a student at
Walton High School in Marietta, Geor-
gia, has discussed with his teachers,
principal, and interested friends about
starting a Bhakti Yoga Club. Assoon as
he gets a faculty advisor, the club will
be approved. Jamie Guy, a high school
student in Baltimore, Maryland, is

| starting a Bhakti Yoga Clubin hisschool.
Bhakta Glenn Brown, are vegetarians |

Anjali hopes these examples will en-
courage other devotee high school and
junior high school students to start
Bhakti Yoga Clubs in their schools.

In June 1991 Anjali graduated from

Advertisement

high school with a 4.0 grade point
average for all four years. She is now a
pre-law student at the University of
Maryland and has taken over the Vedic
Cultural Society (a Krsna conscious
club), which I started at the university
four years ago. She recently received
spiritual initiation. Her new name is
Jahnavi Devi Dasi. For further infor-
mation on starting a Bhakti Yoga Club,
please contact Anjali Sankhla at 6
Fairdale Court, Silver Spring, MD 20905
USA. Phone: (301) 236-0564. &

Vinda Devi Dasi has a B.S. in micro-
biology from the University of Maryland,
where she was president of the Vedic
Cultural Society for four years. She is
working onher Masters Degree and plans
to become a medical doctor.
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pages of nectarean instructions and practical spiritual advice
from Srila Prabhupada’s letters. This wonderful presenta-
tion provides the “skyscraper framework for us to decorate”
by practical application of Krsna consciousness in our per-
sonal lives, ISKCON, and society at large. This compilation
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GOD’S
FAMILY TREE

A student applies her academic skills
to the greatest book of all time.

by Jahnavi Devi Dasi

AST YEAR, when I was in high school, I finished reading the entire Srimad-

Bhagavatam and most of the Caitanya-caritamrta. What mainly provoked me to

read the Srimad-Bhagavatam was my honors English class. I used to have to

read and analyze twenty to thirty books every year. [ despised studying boring, worldly

stories like Huckleberry Finn and Catcher in the Rye, which never gave me real

happiness. Memorizing the characters’ names and what they did and analyzing their
actions in long essays made me feel like I was wasting precious time.

One day I was really fed up, and I thought, “What if I unexpectedly die tomorrow?
Will all of this materialistic knowledge help me understand the real goal of life? Will
this take me back to Godhead? All my years of straight A’s in this education won't help
me at the time of death. Only my devotional service to Lord Krsna will stay, and
everything will be gone.”

Starting that day I read two to four chapters of the Srimad-Bhagavatam every
evening. I decided that along with my school education, I wanted to use my intelligence
to get a spiritual education. I continued doing my school work, because I didn’t want
to show that devotees are dropouts who can’t make it in the material world and can’t
compete. Lord Krsna tells Arjuna in the Bhagavad-gita (2.47):

karmany evadhikaras te / ma phalesu kadacana
ma karma-phala-hetur bhiir / ma te sango ‘stv akarmani

“You have a right to perform your prescribed duty, but you are not entitled to the fruits
of action. Never consider yourself the cause of those fruits, and never be attached to
not doing your duty.”

My duties in this stage of my life are to be a good student and, most important, to
be a good devotee. I have seen by my own experience that whenever I use my time and
energy for Lord Krsna’s service without expecting anything in return—for instance,
when I chant my sixteen rounds every day without fail and I read the Srimad-
Bhagavatam—-He helps me more and makes my school work easier. [ end up spending
a lot less time and energy than my friends on my school work because I do devotional
service. It really happens—no kidding! In the Bhagavad-gita (9.22) Lord Krsna says,

ananyas cintayanto mam / ye janah paryupasate
tesam nityabhiyuktanam / yoga-ksemarn vahamy aham

(please turnto page 34)
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KRSNA

7 The Supreme Personality of Godhead
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The Srimad-Bhagavatam gave me answers
fo my questions about life in a
pleasurable way. I learned so much. I felt I was
learning what I really wanted to learn.

TREE (continued from page 31)
“Those who always worship Me with
exclusive devotion, meditating on My
transcendental form—to them I carry
what they lack, and [ preserve what they
have.”
This verse has done a lot for me.
Lord Krsna really keeps His word.
When I started reading the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, I feltimmense satisfaction.
I greatly enjoyed all the spiritual knowl-
edge about Lord Krsna’s incarnations,
the creation of the world and the first
living entities, what it’s like in the
spiritual world, how devotees are helped
by Lord Krsna, and much more. The
Srimad-Bhagavatam gave me answers
to my questions about life in a pleasur-
able way. I learned how to pray to Lord
Krsnaproperly and how to respect great
devotees. [ learned so much. I felt I was
learning what I really wanted to learn.
I thought, “If I can study all that
worldly literature and use all of my
brain energy studying worldly books, I
can surely use my intelligence for Lord
Krsna.” Then I remembered what Lord
Krsna says in the Bhagavad-gita (12.8):

mayy eva mana adhaisva
mayi buddhim nivesaya
nivasisyasi mayy eva
ata trdhvar na samsayah

“Just fix your mind upon Me, the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, and
engage all of your intelligence in Me.
Thus you will live in Me always, without
a doubt.” .

I felt I could study the Srimad-
Bhagavatam and Caitanya-caritamrta
just as I study my school books. I could
use my intelligence to memorize what
eachdevoteeinthe Srimad—Bhrigavamm
did, spiritually analyze the outcome of
eachnarration to learn aspirituallesson
from it, and apply my new understand-
ings to daily life.

I really loved using Cliff Notes while
studying my school novels and plays
because they give a concise summary of
the plot of the stories and list the char-
acters and tell what they did. Just before

anexam, [ would quickly read over Cliff

Notes and have an excellent review. So
while reading the Srimad-Bhagavatam
and Caitanya-caritamria, 1 took similar
notes and wrote up a seven- or eight-
page summary of each canto, so that in
the future I would be able to skim over

all the narrations in the Srimad- |

Bhagavatam quickly and easily, just as

with Cliff Notes. And for each canto, I |

listed all the devotees and demons and
briefly explained what they did.

As I read, I sorted lots of verses

from the Bhagavatam and Caitanya-
caritamrtainto several categories under
many subheadings. Forexample, | made
a subheading entitled “No Meat-Eat-
ing” and listed all the references (San-
skrit and English verses) that explain
thatit’s wrong to eat meat and kill inno-
cent animals. Now ['m going to memor-
ize all those verses so whenever I'm
talking to someone I'll have abundant
verses to cite to support the point we're
discussing.
I did something special with the
Srimad-Bhagavatam that CIliff Notes
never did. I wrote a detailed family tree
that accurately shows the ancestors and
descendants of each person in the
Bhagavatam. 1 wrote the family tree as
I read the Bhdagavaiam, so to keep
straight in my mind how everyone is
related. Now, just by one glance at the
family tree, I can get a good overview of
the entire Bhagavatam.  canrecall each
narration merely by seeing the family
tree, and that helps me speak about any
part of the Bhagavatam. 1 feel like it’s
a map of the Bhagavatam that helps
me easily find my way into spiritual
understanding.

The family tree is beneficial for
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everyone, especially first-time readers
of the Bhagavatam. They can easily
keep track of how people are related to
one another. It’s also a good memory
refresher for devotees who have already
studied the nectarean Bhagavatam.
Even kids can use and understand the
family tree. [ was sixteen years old when
I made it, so its setup is simple and easy
to follow. Several ISKCON spiritual
masters liked the family tree so much
they told me to print it for everyone to
use as an aid to spiritual studies.

In the future, when I get married and
have children, I'll help my children
memorize the Srimnd—;’j’fzrigawrmm
family tree. Then I'll test them by giving
them the tree with random blank spaces
for them to fillin with the missing names.
This way they’ll vividly remember all of
Lord Krsna’sincarnations and devotees
and all the narrations in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, thus making them Krsna
CONscious.

I and my sister, Vrnda Devi Dasi,
teach the family tree to our Sunday

| school students at the ISKCON temple
| in Potomac, Maryland. The students

have already learned the Bhagavad-gita
and most of the narrationsin the Srimad-
Bhagavatam. It took about two and a
half years for them to learn all that.
Now each student chants one round a
day and studies the family tree at home
and at Sunday school. I'll be giving them
an exam of the family tree soon, so
they’ll have such great knowledge im-
printed in their brains at an early age. [
hope teachers all over ISKCON can use
this as an idea for teaching their stu-
dents the Srimad-Bhagavatam.

Jahnavi Devi Dasi studies pre-law at the
University of Maryland. Despite her
demanding studies, she faithfully fulfills
her own daily quota of chanting twenty-
nine rounds on her beads and reciting
one chapter of the Bhagavad-giia.



Srinivasa Acarya

The Embodiment of Lord Caitanya’s Love

by Satyaraja Dasa

[llustrations by Rasa Priya Devi Dasi

world. Srimati Visnupriya was Sri
Caitanya’s widow, an important

person in the preaching mis-

sion of Bengal. On hearing
of her passing, Srinivasa
fainted, and the devotees
had to revive and console
him.

A fewdayslater. a mess-
age came from Narahari
Sarakara and Raghunan-
dana Thakura asking Sri-

nivasatocome to Srikhanda.
Srinivasa left at once to see
these twowell-wishers who had
guided him in his youth. During
this meeting, Narahari suggested
that Srinivasa get married.
“Your mother is a great devotee,”
Sri Narahari said. “She has been ren-
dering valuable service in Jajigram for
of what his friends were doing. He had The town’s people many years. You should fulfill what-
heardthathisteacher Narahari Sarakara eversmall desire she might have. [ know
Thakurawasill and getting ready to die, had heart-brgaking she would be happy to see you married.
so he wanted to go to Srikhanda to see Since she is a great devotee, you should

him and to nearby Jajigram to see his newsfor hfm: comply.” !

own aging mother. et i . LA Hearing this, Srinivasa resolved to
- Srimati VIS{IHprIya marry and raise a family.

Srinivasa Returns to Jajigram J

Bidding farewell to King Virhamvir, had left this world.

After a few more days in Srikhanda,
Srinivasa took the chest of books to

Srinivasa left for Kanthak Nagara to
Jajigram. Upon arriving there, he told | Hearlng Of her

PART III (Conclusion)

Thieves working for the king
of Visnupura stole priceless
manuscripts Srinivasa and
his friends were bringing to
Bengal. Srinivasa therefore
sent his companions ahead
while hestayedin Visnupura.
He recovered the manu-
scripts, made the king his
disciple, and inspired him to
spread Krsna consciousness
throughout the kingdom.

OW SRINIVASA needed

tosee hisdear friends Narot-

tama and Syamananda again.
He had written them of the develop- |
ments in Visnupura, but he knew little

visit the great Gadadhara Dasa, one of
the personal associates of Caitanya

the devotees what had happened. All i . S’ Ll Mahaprabhu. When Srinivasa arrived,
the holy town’s people, especially his paSSIngj rinivasa Gadadhara Dasa embraced him with
mother, rejoiced in his company. But . affection. He asked Srinivasa about
they had heart-breaking news for him falnted) and the the devotees of Vrndavana, especially

as well: Srimati Visnupriya had left this | the Gosvamis: How were they able to

live in separation from the Lord and

devotees had to revive

From The Lives of the Vaishnava Saints. © 1991 by

° i 3 1+ gy A AT STy
Steven Rosen (Satyaraja Dasa). All rights re- | and console hlm. | H'SC(?H_{-'CIB“““I devotees? \th‘("W(’“’
served. Order from Folk Books, P.O. Box 400716, | they living and under what conditions?
Brooklyn, NY 11240, J Gadadhara Dasa and Srinivasa talked
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about Caitanya Mahaprabhu and the
plight of His devotees in His absence.

After several days, Srinivasa was to
return to Jajigram. Before he left,
Gadadhara Dasablessed him: “One day
you will taste the nectar of congre-
gational chanting in the company of the
Lord Himself, and in the company of
His intimate associates. For now, you
have my blessings to marry. May it bring
you all good fortune.”

Srinivasa Gets Married

The words of Gadadhara Dasa
touched Srinivasa. Meditating on their
import, he returned to Jajigram, where

daughter named Draupadi. Observing
that Srinivasa and Draupadi were at-
tracted to each other, SriRaghunandana
Thakura arranged the wedding.

After the marriage, Draupadi was
called T$vari (some say it was her initi-
ated name), honoring her devotion to
God and acknowledging her marriage
to a great saint. Her father, Gopala

Ceremonies ro install Deities of Krsna
took place with elaborate festivities, including
singing, dancing, and sharing of sacred food
(prasadam). By such festivals the Hare Krsna
movement spread throughout Bengal.

Cakravarti, soon accepted Srinivasa as

| his spiritual master, as did her two

brothers, Syama Dasa and Ramacandra.

| Srinivasa quickly became one of the
he met Gopala Cakravarti, an elderly |
brahmana with a beautiful and devoted |

most prominent gurus in all of Bengal.

After some time, I$vari bore a son,
and when Srinivasa wrote about the
event to Jiva Gosvami in Vrndavana,
Jiva sent back an exuberant reply and
named the boy Vrndavana Vallabha.
Some time after, Srinivasa married again
(polygamy was common then). His
second wife, Padmavati, was also a great
devotee, and after initiation she was
known as Gauranga Priya.
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One may wonder why Srinivasa took
a second wife. Most of the standard
biographies do not elaborate, stating
merely that the second marriage
followed the first by a few years. But the
Anurdagavall informs us that his most
intimate disciples asked that he remarry
upon the death of his two sons from
I$vari. They are said to have died young.

I$vari had three daughters—Hem-
lata, Krsna-priya, and Kancana, also
known as Yamuna. Gauranga Priya had
a son, Gati Govinda. Both ISvari and
| her daughters later had many disciples,
" and Srinivasa’s bloodline is still said to




continue in Vrndavana from Gati
Govinda.

The Passing of Narahari Sarakara
Some time after Srinivasa’s marriage.
Narahari Sarakara Thakura left the
world, having seen Srinivasa one last
time. Srinivasa organized a massive
festival to honor Narahari’s memory.
Everyone from Srikhanda and neigh-
boring villages attended, and Vaisnava
festivals soon spread throughout the

region. Ceremonies to install Deities of |

Krsna took place with elaborate festi-
vities, including singing, dancing, and

sharing of sacred food (prasadam). By |
such festivals the Hare Krsna movement

spread throughout Bengal.

Srinivasa’s Disciples

In due course, Srinivasa decided to |

returnto Vrndavana. Ramacandra Kavi-
raja,one of hismostrenowned followers,
went with him on this trip. Ramacandra
was considered Srinivasa’s “other eye
and other arm.” Ramacandra and his
brother, Govinda, who was also Sri-
nivasa’s disciple, were the sons of an
intimate associate of Lord Caitanya.
Both Ramacandra and Govinda were
celebrated scholars, artists, and
poets,but Ramacandracame
to be widely accepted as
Srinivasa’s most noteworthy
disciple. This was in some
measure due to Narottama
Dasa Thakura, who at Sri-
nivasa’srequest took charge
of Ramacandra and forged
an intimate friendship with
him while schooling him in
all the details of Vaisnava
philosophy.

With the help of King
Virhamvir of Visnupura,
Srinivasa spread his preach-
ingin Bengal to the districts
of Birbhum, Bankura, Bur-
dwan, and as far as Tripura
in the East. He taught all
over Bengal and made hun-
dreds of disciples.

Hemlata Thakurani

To the list of his promi-
nent disciples, Hemlata
Thakurani, his daughter, is
often added. Although as a
blood relation she is not
properly counted a disciple,

she was one of his most notable follow- | and Budhaipad, in the Murshidabad

ers. A highly educated and vigorous
preacher, she has been compared to the
revered Jahnava Devi in spreading the
movement throughout Bengal. She was
a gifted and devoted leader, initiating
both men and women into the Gaudiya
Vaisnava tradition. One of her disciples.
Yadunandana Thakura, became a
famous scholar and poet. He composed
simple Bengali versifications of Gau-
diya literature, some at her personal
request.

In time she married a great devotee
and had several children. Today her
descendants live in the villages of Maliati

district of Bengal, where she revolu-
tionized the preaching of Gaudiya
Vaisnavism.

Srinivasa Returns to Vrndavana
Srinivasa had notbeen to Vrndavana
since recovering the stolen books. The
Gosvamis were eager to show their
appreciation, and when Srinivasa
arrived they did so gloriously. And now
Srinivasa had come to Vrndavana with
Ramacandra Kaviraja. Such a worthy
disciple showed Srinivasa’s merit as a
preacher. So Gopala Bhatta Gosvami,
who had wanted Srinivasa to take over

From four to six in the evening
Srinivasa would perform kirtana, congrega-
tional chanting, with his disciples. The
form of kirtana for which he became famous is
called Manohar Shoy. Some say it is the only
authentic classical style that has survived.
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The pervasiveness of Krsna consciousness
in Bengal, especially in Visnupura, lasted well after the time
of Srinivasa and into the following centuries.

the worship of the Radha-Ramana Deity
in Vrndavana, gave the duty to his other
disciple, Gopinatha Pujari, and insisted
that Srinivasa keep preachingin Bengal.
The descendants of Gopinatha’s bro-
thers are still in charge of the Radha-
Ramana temple.

Syamiananda Pandita ri,turn(-,drto | The Glories of Visnupura

Vrndavana about the same time as Sri-
nivasa, so they were able to deepen
theirfriendship. Together they resumed
their studies. Gradually, Stinivasa be-
gan to reveal his mystic potency, and it
became apparent he was fully absorbed
in the most intimate love of God.

Back to Visnupura

But the missionary work was incom-
plete, and afterseveral months Srinivasa
and others returned to Bengal, encour-
aged by the Vrndavana Gosvamis. On
the way, they stopped in Vana Visnupura
to see King Virhamvir, who was de-
lighted by the presence of his guru and
the other devotees.

The king’s devotion showed through-
out the kingdom. In the words of D.C.
Sen:

Raja Vira Hamvira would not do
anything without the advice of his
guru [Srinivasa Acarya], even in poli-
tical matters. His [Srinivasa’s] voice
prevailed alike in the court and in the
domestic circles of Vishnupura. We
find that repeating the name of God a
fixed number of times was made com-
pulsory by penal law in the State.
Sacrifice of animals at the altar of the
gods was also discountenanced,
thoughnot actually prohibited by law.
Worldly dignity attended the guruwho
had brought spiritual glory to the
country. We find that on every occa-
sion of Vaishnava festivities of any
importance. valuable presents were
given to Srinivasa, while Raja Vira
Hamvira was ever ready to minister
to his physical comforts in every pos-
sible manner. Buttrue tothe traditions
of a brahmin scholar and saint, Sri-
nivasa contented himself with living

inastraw-roofed hut, though he might
have built palaces with the help of the
Raja and other influential disciples.
The money he received was mainly
spentinfeeding hisdisciples, of whom
there wasalwaysalarge numberresid-
ing at his house.'

The pervasiveness of Krsna con-
sciousness in Bengal, especially in
Visnupura, lasted well after the time of
Srinivasa and into the following cen-
turies. King Virhamvir’s successor,
Raghunatha Singh I, built Vaispava

| templesinmany distant villages to make

Krsna consciousness popular with the
tribal people. In fact, the kings of
Visnupura from the time of Virhamvir
onward assumed great responsibility for
the material and spiritual well-being of
their subjects.

According to Dr. Sambidananda Das:

In short, the Vaishnava kings, from
Vira Hamvira downwards. developed
Vaishnava culture in all its branches.
The practical religious lives of the
kings . . . made the people of Vishnu-
pura God-fearing, virtuous, humble,
and courteous in manner and pure in
heart. Itisnot an easy matter to make
the whole population happy and pious.
[But] the people regarded their kings
as their gurus. To this day it is their
custom to offer edibles to Sri Cai-
tanya’s altar in the name of the king,
on the occasion of public worship.
Thusdid Srinivasa, through Raja Vira
Hamvira, start a new epoch in the
religious life of the country.’

Srinivasa’s Daily A ctivities

The activities of Srinivasa Acarya
can fill volumes, and they have. Several
books offer details of his daily life in
Visnupura and Jajigram.

In the early morning he would read
from scriptural books, explaining and
interpreting them for his disciples. The
study of these books would occupy him

till two in the afternoon, he would chant
on beads in solitude, occasionally
worshiping Krsna according to hisinner
meditation. From four o’clock to six in
the evening he would perform congre-
gational chanting with his disciples.
The form of kirtana for which he became
famous is called Manohar Shoy. Some
say it is the only authentic classical style
that has survived. At night he used to
instruct his disciples and talk with them
of Krsna’'s pastimes.

His Literary Work
It is said that Srinivasa composed

| only five songs. He also wrote a com-

| mentary—studied and respected to this

| until ten o’clock in the morning. Then, |
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day—on the four essential verses of the
Srimad-Bhagavatam. His other works
include the famous Gosvamy-astakam
(“Eight Prayers to the Six Gosvamis”).
Though his literary work is spare, its
content and style are nectarean. It has
left a unique mark on the Gaudiya
tradition.

Divine Ascension

Justas the authorized biographers of
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu leave aside
the details of His passing from this world,
Srinivasa’s followers are silent about
Srinivasa’s disappearance. Butalthough
his divine ascension remains a mystery,
his life remains an inspiration. €3

NOTES

1. D. C. Sen, The Vaishnava Literature of
Mediaeval Bengal (Calcutta University,
1917), pp. 156-157.

2.Sambidananda Das, The History and Liter-
atire of Gaudiva Vaishnavas and Their
Relation to Medieval Vaishnava Schools,
Unpublished Ph. D. Thesis (Calcutta Uni-
versity, June 1935), p. 819.

Satyardaja Dasa is a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada and a regular contributor
to Back to Godhead. He has written sev-
eral books on Krsna consciousness. He
and his wife live in New York City.



Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out

WHERE IS YOUR RELIGION?

This conversation between His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada and a journalist took place
in Los Angeles on December 30, 1968.

Journalist: Why do you feel that the
younger people today are turning more
and more toward Eastern-oriented
religions?

Srila Prabhupada: Because you have
failed to give them satisfaction. Your

materialistic way of life will not satisfy |

them any more. When one is poverty-
stricken he may think, “Money, a
woman, a good apartment, a good car
can give mesatisfaction.” They are after
this. Butafter such enjoyment, they see,
“Oh, there 1s no satisfaction.” Because
matter cannot satisfy you.

In America especially, you have
got enough for enjoyment. You have
got enough food, you have got enough
women, you have got enough wine,
you have got enough houses—enough
of everything. This shows that mater-
ial advancement cannot give one
satisfaction.

There is more confusion and dis- |

satisfactioninyour country thanin India,
which is said to be poverty-stricken.
You'll find in India still, although they
are poverty-stricken, because they are
continuing their old culture they are not
disturbed. Why? Because they have got
a little tinge of the spiritual platform. So
it is necessary now that people should
take to spiritual life. That will make
them happy.

Journalist: Would you say that the
message of Western-oriented religions
is not relevant, or is it that they have
failedto present their message properly?
Srila Prabhupada: In the case of Chris-
tianity, the gospels were spoken long,
long ago to primitive men living in the
desert. Of course, in the Bible, or in the
Old Testament, the idea of God is there.
Thatisall nice. Forexample, there is the
Biblical statement “God created this
world.” That is a fact. But now, at the
present moment, people are advanced
scientifically. They want to know how
the creation has taken place. But that
explanation is not there in the Bible,

| really interestedin. ...
| Srila Prabhupada:

and neither can the church give the
explanation. Therefore people are not
satisfied. Simply officially going to the
church and offering prayers does not
appeal to them.

Besides that, practically they do not
follow the religious principles. For
example, there is the commandment
“Thou shalt not kill.” But killing is very
prominent in the Christian world. They
are regularly maintaining slaughter-
houses, and they have manufactured a
theory that animals have no soul. They

say the animal has no feelings. so they |

can kill it—give a dog a bad name and
hang it. Why do they say the animals
cannotfeel? Why are people committing
these sinful activities?

The priestly class, they will not say
anything. They will not discuss the
matter. Everyone is silent. That means
they are deliberately disobeying the Ten
Commandments. So where are the
religious principles? If you don’t obey

the commandments of your scripture, |

how canit be said that you are following
your religion nicely? How can you kill
that which you cannot create? And it is
plainly stated there, “Thou shalt not
kill.” What is the answer? Why are they
killing?
Journalist: Are you asking me?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes.
Journalist: Well, yes, obviously,
“Thou shalt not kill” is an
ethic, and it’s timeless and
it’s valid, but man is not

@
They are not inter- @ '
ested in religion. Ttis =
simply a make-show,
show bottle. Then
how can they be hap-
py? If you do not
follow the regula-
tive principles, then
where is your reli-
gion? LT
Journalist: I'm N wi
not arguing
with you. I
couldn’t
agree

| with you more. I'm in total agree-
‘ ment. [t doesn’t make any sense. “Thou
| shalt not kill,” “Thou shalt worship no
| other gods before Me,” “Thou shalt
not covet thy neighbor’s wife.” “Thou
shalt honor thy father and thy mother.”
Those are beautiful ethics. but they are
not obeyed.
Srila Prabhupada: “Thou shalt not covet
thy neighbor’s wife.” Sowhoisfollowing
this?
Journalist: No one, very few.
Srila Prabhupada: You see? So how can
you expect that they’ll be religious?
And without religion. human society is
animal society.
Journalist: How does your ethic differ
from the basic Jewish-Christian ethic
of the Ten Commandments?
Srila Prabhupada: There is no differ-
ence.
Journalist: Then what do you have to
offer thatisdifferent from the Christian
ethos or the Jewish ethos?
Srila Prabhupada: As I told you, none
of them are strictly following God’s
commandments. I simply say, “You
follow God’s commandments.” That is
my message.
Journalist: In other words. “You obey
those principles.”
Srila Prabhupada: I don't say, “You
Christians become Hindus.” I simply
say, “You obey these command-
ments.” I'llmake youabetter
Christian. That is my
mission. [ don’t say.
“God is not there,
God is here.” But
[ simply say, “You
obey God.” I don’t
say that you have to
come to this stage
and accept Krsna as
God and no other. I
say. “Please obey God.
Please try to love God.”
And | give the way how to
love God very easily. |
can teach you. pro-
vided you agree.
(continued in the
next issite)







Painting

Beautiful Lord Boar

Devotees of Lord Krsna see His absolute beauty
no matter what form He appears in.

by Yadurani Devi Dasi

York City, Srila Prabhupada had just received a postcard from his

disciples in Montreal. The city was hosting the World’s Fair—Expo
‘67—and the devotees were asking if he had any paintings they could
display at the Fair. Prabhupada showed me the postcard and asked if
we had any.

“Well, Swamiji,” I said, “We have a painting of Lord Varaha just
finished by Kafncanabala Dasi. But I don’t think people will believe it.”

After all, the picture showed Lord Varaha, Krsna in His incarnation
as a giant boar, holding the Earth on his tusks and fighting with a big
demon. The demon was at least ten times bigger than the Earth itself.

Prabhupada didn’t care for my objection. Instead, he told me a
relevant story about Lord Caitanya.

“When Lord Caitanya was thinking of going to Benares, the devo-
tees told Him not to waste His time there. The people there were all
impersonalists, and they wouldn’t believe in or take partin the chanting
of Hare Krsna. But Lord Caitanya said, ‘If they don’t like what I have
to sell, I'll take it back.””

Prabhupada then raised his arms in the air, imitating Lord Caitanya.
“So He chanted Hare Krsna and danced and everyone bought it.”

He was impressing upon me, as he often did, to present Krsna “as He
is” and not be overly concerned about “so-called public opinion.”

Some months later Srila Prabhupada began dictating his translations
and commentaries for the Third Canto of the Srimad-Bhagavatam,
which includes the story of Lord Varaha. He would send a cassette tape

IN 1967 AT ISKCON’S FIRST TEMPLE, at 26 Second Avenue, New
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toSatsvartipa Dasa, the president of the
Boston temple, who would transcribe it
and send it back to Srila Prabhupada.
Prabhupada would then erase it and
dictate the next set of texts and purports
on the same tape. Before we sent a tape
back to Prabhupada, I used to listen to
it while I painted. Sometimes ['d copy
the dictaphone tape onto a regular tape
before sending the original back.

Afterlistening to the story of Varaha,
[ wrote to Srila Prabhupada to ask if I
could paint the descriptions.

He wrote back, “Yes, try at your
convenience to paint pictures from the
Bhagavat statement, in terms of the
purport and explanation.”

Lord Varaha appeared in this uni-
verse when a demon named Hiranya-
ksa forced the Earth to fall fromits orbit
into the Garbhodaka Ocean at the
bottom of the universe. Lord Varaha
saved the Earth by picking it up in His
huge tusks and killing the giant demon.

I began trying to paint “from the
Bhagavat statement.” I had to ask
Prabhupada questions on specificdetails

CAKRA (continued from page 23)
GBC meeting room.

That higher roof was accessed by a
black iron spiral staircase, both steep
and tight, and this is where I ran into
trouble. I could use neither my hands
nor my eyes to climb these stairs. The
steps were metal triangles, slick against
my bare feet. I began to grope upward,
feeling [ was about to topple over back-

lift my foot high to find each step, and
suddenly I came down upon cloth: my
dhoti. The bottom of the front pleats lay
under my toes, and I had no hands
to lift them out of the way. I tried to
say something, but my voice was lost in
the kirtana. Somehow I made the next
step without falling, but the cloth had
pulled out more, and it was tangling
horriblyin my feet. Eager devotees were
jostling me from behind. I was desper-
ate. At last, someone noticed my prob-
lem, and hands began to steady me and
steer me. Someone stuffed my dhoti
in around my waist. I made the roof.
my heart pounding, eyes stinging, arms
aching.

And then the bridge: I saw that it

didn’t rest on the roof top but rather on |

that were not described on the tape. [
asked hun about the demon who was

“Yes,” he replied, “Varaha is very
beautiful. Generally the Boar picture is

fighting with Lord Varaha. “How big | depicted as half human and half boar,

could that demon have been?”

He replied on February 15, 1968.

“l thank you very much for your
nice letter of February 10. As always, I
am so happy to hear about all the nice

artwork you and your associates are |
| books that the boar incarnation was

doing. The demons could assume any
giganticshape they liked. They can play

jugglery; they are not ordinary human

beings. You must know that a person
with whom God had to fight is not an
ordinary person. He could play almost
equally with the Lord, but nobody can
excel the Lord. Therefore, he was killed.
To expand and reduce the body is
sometimes performed by a successful
vogi.”

I asked him about Lord Varaha
Himself. Was He half human and half
boaras I'dseenin Indian sculptures and
paintings? And how could a boar be a
beautiful incarnation of God? Or could
God have incarnations that aren’t
beautiful?

but in the Bhagavatam it’s stated that
He’s a full boar. You can make the first
two legs as two hands and the rear legs
as legs, and make it as beautiful as
possible.”

Prabhupadahad written in one of his

red, and in another book he said He was
white. “Which one was He?" I asked.

“Yes, there are two Boar incarna-
tions; one i1s reddish, and the other
whitish. Varahais the first. He isreddish
just like a boar.”

With the help of Bharadvaja Dasa
and Muralidhara Dasa, [ finished the
painting about a year later. A few years
later it was printed in the Second Canto
of the .S":'Emr.'d-B.-’mgavamm. D

Yadurani Devi Dast is project head of
CIVA (Cultural Institute for the Vedic
Arts), which is producing Krsna con-
scious picture books and comics. She
lives at ISKCON's New York temple.

the lip of the roof’s guard wall. I walked
up a steep ramp to the top of the wall,
and found myself teetering over vast
emptyspaces. The workers had thought-
fully provided a railing for their gang-
plank, but I couldn’t use it. Far, far
below, the Ganges spread sparkling and
glowing, the fields of Mayapur shouted
“green!” to the heavens as far as the

| eye could see. I looked down upon the
wards, probing with my toes, I had to |

backs of flying crows. With my toes [
could feel the bamboo slats that made
the narrow bridge, but I could not see

| it. It was like stepping off into empty

space. Would it be possible to fall
through all that distance—with the
cakra? What would that mean? I cen-

| tered my gaze on the top of the kalasa

and went, the bridge bouncing beneath
my feet.

Bhakti-vidya-parna Swami was al-
ready out on the tiny shaky platform,
dancing. Backlit by the sun, long arms

and legs flying about, suspended over |
the emptiness, he was an extraordinary |

sight. “Haribol!” he said. *You made
it.” [ pressed myself against the kalasa,
liftted the cakra high over my head, and
screwed 1t down into its fitting. The
Maharaja passed me a fat-bellied pot
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filled with yogurt. and I emptied it out
over the cakra. More pots followed,
washing down the cakra, the kalasa, the
sikhara. I wassoaked. A wind had come
up, spraying out the bathing liquids.
The platform grew slippery. I stepped
back, and other devoteesbegan trotting
across the bouncing bridge, to spill pot

| after pot over the cakra.

The kirtanastill climbed. Now I could
see the huge numbers of devotees lining
the roofs and verandahs below, chant-
ing as they gazed up. Then I offered
arati to Sudarsana-cakra, the fire of the
burning camphor lamp boiling up in
the wind. Araii is a ceremony of recep-
tion. We were all receivinginto the world
the dharma-cakra of ISKCON, praying
for His purposes to be fulfilled. 1 be-

| came so distracted by this that I kept

fanning much too long with the yak-tail

| whisk, and Maharaja had to prompt me

to stop. €2

Ravindra Svarupa Dasa, ISKCON’s
Governing Body Commissioner for the
U.S. mid-Atlantic region, lives at the
Philadelphia temple, where he joined
ISKCON in 1971. He holds a Ph.D. in
religion from Temple University.



GENTERS
AROUND THE WORLD

UPDATE

{ur address list was starting to take up lots of space—
space we'd rather use for articles. So we now plan to run it
gvery third issue. What do you think?

As new subscriptions come in, we'll send each new
subseriber the dull ist. And in eachissue we'll print changes
o ihe list. Here's what has come in since the last issue:

EUROP

Flensburg, Germany (Rest.) —Goloka, Heiligen-

geistgang 9, W-2390 Flensburg/ Tel. (0461) 13878

Koeln, Germany — Govinda, Taunusstr. 40, W-
5000 Koeln-Gremberg

Leipzig, Germany — Hare Krsna-Kulturzentrum,
Peterssteinweq 10b, D-7010 Leipzig/
Tel, +37 (041) 39462

Porto, Portugal — Rua S. Miguel, 19 C.P. 4000
(mail: Apartado 4108, 4002 Porto Codex)/
Tel. (P.F) +351 (02) 2005469

Weimar, Germany — Rothauserbergweg 3,
0-5300 Weimar

Weishaden, Germany — Govinda Kulturtreff 99,
Wiesbaden/ Tel. +49 (06110) 373312

UNITED STATES
Los Angeles (Center and Restaurant) —
new ared code: (310)

EUROPE

Antwerp, Belpium — phone number correction:
+32 (03) 237-0038 is not valid. Use 237-0037

Copenhagen, Denmark — new phone number;
+45 (318) 68581

Seplon-Durbuy, Belgium (Radhadesh) — Chateau
(e Petite Somme, 6940 Septon-Durbuy/
Tel. +32 (086) 322926

Stockholm, Sweden — phone number correction:
+46 (08) 6549 002

Tel Aviv, Israel —new phone number:
+972 (04) 390-342

Vicenza, Italy —new phone number:
+39 (0444) 790573

ASIA

Columbo, Sri Lanka — phone number correction:
+94 433325

Singapore — Govinda's Gifts, 763 Mountbatten
Rd., Singapore 1543/ Tel. (65) 4409092

LATIN AMERICA

Santa Cruz, Bolivia —new phone number:
+591 (3) 245189

CGochahamba, Bolivia —new phone numbers:
+991 (42) 50907 (center), 26626 (restaurant)

AUSTRALASIA
Christehurch, New Zealand — new phone number:
+64 (3) 665-174

INDIA
Mayapur, W. Bengal —new phone numbers:
+91 (34) 733218 or 733213

Brussels, Belgium Tampa, Florida
La Paz, Bolivia Lisbon, Portugal

STRUGGLE (continued frompage 8)
andha-kuparm vanam gato yad dharim
asrayeta: “That this worldly life—
materialistic life—is self-killing, just
like a dark well. So one should give it
up and go to the forest and take shel-
ter of Krsna. That is the best way of
life.”

So his father became very angry. The
atheist and the theist will never agree.
The theist will never submit to the
atheist. This is the principle. Prahlada
Maharaja was put into so many troub-
les by his father, but he never forgot

chanting orm bhagavate vasudevaya |

namah. He never forgot.
We should learn from this story that

even in a dangerous position we should |

not forget Krsna. Krsna will save us. It
is said in the Bhagavad-gita (6.22),

vam labdhva caparam labhari
manyate nadhikam tatah

yasmin sthito na duhkhena
gurunapi vicalyate

“Established thus [in Krsna conscious-
ness|, one never departs from the truth,
and upon gaining this he thinks there is
no greater gain. Beingsituated insuch a
position, one is never shaken, even in
the midst of the greatest difficulty.”

Krsna consciousness is so nice that if
one gets Krsna consciousness, any other
benefit or gain is never considered. This
issonice. We are hankering after getting
this, that, this, that, this, that—so many
things. But as soon as you get Krsna
consciousness, you will be satisfied. Just
like Prahlada Maharaja. He was offered
all benedictions. Lord Nrsimhadeva
said, “My dear Prahlada, whatever you
like, you can ask for.” But Prahlada
never asked for anything. And he was
so kind. He is the example of a Vaisnava
son in the family. Despite so much
trouble given by his father, still he begged
from Nrsimhadeva, “My Lord, my father
has committed so many offenses. Kindly
give him liberation.” He did not ask
anything for himself.

So Narahari, Nrsimhadeva, immedi- |

ately said, “Why do you speak of your

father? Your father’sfather, his father— |
fourteen generations—all will be liber- |

ated because a son like you is in this
family.” This is the benefit. If a son be-
comes a pure Vaisnava devotee, he can
deliver fourteen generations.

What service can we give our family
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| or nation materially? But if we become

a devotee, we can give the best service
to our nation, to our family, to humani-
ty. That is the philosophy of Krsna
CONSCIOUSNESS.

Our Krsna consciousness movement
is preaching this philosophy: “You take
to Krsna consciousness, and your life

| will be perfect.” And the methodis very
| simple. There is no secrecy. This even-

ing I was talking with a boy who has
gotten a mantra and must keep it very
secret. But we have no secret mantra.
Our mantra, Hare Krsna, is open to
everyone. Why should it be a secret? If
by chanting the Hare Krsna mantra we
can approach God, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, why should it
remain secret? It should be distributed
like anything so that everyone can go
back to God. So there is no secrecy. We
don’t approve of any secret mantra. It
must be very open. The sastra never
says that a mantra can be secret.

In this age of Kali it is very difficult
to come to the right conclusion by
philosophy and other methods. “Kali”
means the age of quarrel, misunder-
standing, and disagreement. Therefore
in the scripture it has been openly
declared:

harer nama harer nama
harer namaiva kevalam

kalau nasty eva nasty eva
nasty eva gatir anyatha

“In this age of Kali there is no alterna-
tive, there is no alternative, there is no
alternative for spiritual progress than
the holy name, the holy name, the holy
name of the Lord.”

Meditation, sacrifice, elaborate wor-
ship in the temple—in this age these
things are impossible to perform, but

| even a child can chant the Hare Krsna
| mahd-mantra. That is proved by our
| experience. Whenever thereischanting

of the Hare Krsna maha-mantra, even
the child can take part, even an old man
can take part.

So this is the only method for God
realization. There is no expenditure,
but the gainis very, very great. That was
the teaching of Prahlada Maharaja, and
we are following his footsteps. Let
us stick to his principle and become
more and more advanced in Krsna
consciousness.

Thank you very much. @
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=" Build Your Library
v’f‘)?Snla Prabhup ada’s Tapes

Solve your tape stor-

age pmbl( mwith the
new Srila Prabhu-
pada Tape Library
program. Every time
you buy 16 tapes, you
receive at no extra |-
costa beautiful vinyl
album for easy bookshelfstorage. These attractive albums
are labeled by volume, and each has a full listing of the
enclosed tapes on the back cover.

! Now, forless than 81.50 per day, you can acquire one
album monthly and be well on your way to complete
absorption in Srila Prabhupada’s transcendental sound
vibration. Albumsare also available separately, so you can
easily catalog and complete your existing tape library.

Send foryour FREE catalognow!
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The Bhaktivedanta Archives

WORLD HEADQUARTERS: P.O. Box 34453, Los Angeles, CA 90034, USA = Tel: (310) 559-2143
EUROPEAN OFFICE: P.O. Box 351 Borechamwood, Herts., WD6 1SW, England = Tel: (0923) 852-289

Available NOW from the Bhaktivedanta Archives

 NEW!

Collected Lectures on

BHAGAVAD-GITA
ASITIS

Complete Archival Collectors’ Edition

All of Srila Pml]]lupad a's
recorded Bhagavad-gitalectures in chapter and
verse order, unedited and unabridged.

7 Hardbound Volumes . . . ... US$195
(650 pages each)
Shipping & handling (allow 6 weeks for delivery)
EISA b e $10
CANADA il $35
ALL OTHERS.... $50

i V15A/MC Accepted (@

Send for your FREE 40-page catalog!

ITV Productions
P.O. Box 1015, Culver City, CA 90232

O YES! I would like to receive a free ITV catalog. Please
send me one right away!

Name

PLEASE PRINT

Address Apt.

City State

Zip Country

Over 130 hours of . ..
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Let your TV bring you closer to Krsna.

ISKCON Television (ITV) is dedicated
to bringing you exciting transcendental experiences
through the best quality videos possible.

HP SIX HOURS
of newly discovered

Srila Prabhupada footage |
e, TOW available!

B

Srila Prabhupada
Music and dance
Theater and art
Devotional feature films
Vedic science

<
4
b

Krsna puppet shows E _E__ .
Vegetarian cooking 1essons S e s
Spiritual documentaries —— —
Devotional music lessons :_ "'“'e"
Health and fitness L
PRODUCTIONS

ISKCON activities

0 Your moving pictures
Interviews s

of the spiritual world.




SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

KARDAMA MUNI:
THE OBEDIENT SON

Rendered from Sanskrit into English,
with commentary,
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society
For Krishna Consciousness

Lord Brahma, the chief living being in the universe, has
descended to earih to offer prayers to Lord Kapila, an
incarnation of Krsna, who is within the womb of Devahiiti.
As Srimad-Bhagavatam continues, Lord Brahma praises
Devahiiti’s husband, Kardama Muni, and asks Kardama to
offer his daughters to nine great sages.

espc] Bldiy sneuueder Aq Sumelgg

THIRD CANTO/CHAPTER 24
AT

12 S Asqfafomm wfvaat faesdetaa: |
TR SR TR WIREE AW 2R

brahmovaca
tvaya me 'pacitis tata
kalpita nirvyalikaiah
van me sanjagrhe vakyar
bhavan manada manayan

brahma—Lord Brahma; uvaca—said; rvaya—Dby you; me—
my; apacitih—worship; tata—O son; kalpita—is accom-
plished; nirvyalikatah—without duplicity; yat—since; me
my; sarijagrhe—have completely accepted; vakyam—
instructions; bhavan—you; mana-da—O Kardama (one
who offers honor to others); manayan—respecting.

Lord Brahma said: My dear son Kardama, since you have ; | Gl % /) G W
completely accepted my instructions without duplicity, | Having been honored with a proper Vedic reception, Lord Brahma
showing them proper respect, you have worshiped me praises Kardama Muni for his service.
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properly. Whatever instructions you took from me you
have carried out, and thereby you have honored me.

PURPORT: Lord Brahma, as the first living entity within
the universe, is supposed to be the spiritual master of
everyone, and he is also the father, the creator, of all be-
ings. Kardama Muni is one of the Prajapatis, or creators of
the living entities, and he is also a son of Brahma. Brahma
praises Kardama because he carried out the orders of the
spiritual master in toto and without cheating.

A conditioned soul in the material world has the
disqualification of cheating. He has four disqualifications:
he is sure to commit mistakes, he is sure to be illusioned,
he is prone to cheat others, and his senses are imperfect.
But if one carries out the order of the spiritual master by
disciplic succession, or the parampara system, he over-
comes the four defects. Therefore, knowledge received
from the bona fide spiritual master is not cheating. Any
other knowledge which is manufactured by the condi-
tioned soul is cheating. Brahma knew well that Kardama
Muni exactly carried out the instructions received from
him and that he actually honored his spiritual master. To
honor the spiritual master means to carry out his instruc-
tions word for word.

13 camedy gyq &t @k g |
TRfMEgAT AW aREs: 1230

etavaty eva susrisa
karya pitari putrakaih
badham ity anumanyeta
gauravena guror vacah

etavati—to this extent; eva—exactly; susriisa—service;
karya—ought to be rendered; pitari—to the father; purra-
kaih—Dby the sons; badham iti—accepting, “Yes, sir”;
anumanyeta—nhe should obey; gauravena—with due defer-
ence; guroh—of the guru; vacah—commands.

Sons ought to render service to their father exactly to this
extent. One should obey the command of his father or
spiritual master with due deference, saying, “Yes, sir.”

PURPORT: Two words in this verse are very important;
one word is pitari, and another word is guroh. The son or
disciple should accept the words of his spiritual master and
father without hesitation. Whatever the father and the
spiritual master order should be taken without argument:
“¥es.” There should be no instance in which the disciple or
the son says, “This is not correct. I cannot carry it out.”
When he says that, he is fallen.

The father and the spiritual master are on the same
platform because a spiritual master is the second father.
The higher classes are called dvija, twice-born. Whenever
there is a question of birth, there must be a father. The first
birth is made possible by the actual father, and the second
birth is made possible by the spiritual master. Sometimes
the father and the spiritual master may be the same man,
and sometimes they are different men. In any case, the
order of the father or the order of the spiritual master

must be carried out without hesitation, with an immediate
yes. There should be no argument. That is real service to
the father and to the spiritual master.
Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura has stated that the
order of the spiritual master is the life and soul of the
disciple. As a man cannot separate his life from his body,
a disciple cannot separate the order of the spiritual master
from his life. If a disciple follows the instruction of the
| spiritual master in that way, he is sure to become perfect.
| This is confirmed in the Upanisads: the import of Vedic
instruction is revealed automatically only to one who has
implicit faith in the Supreme Personality of Godhead and
in his spiritual master. One may be materially considered
an illiterate man, but if he has faith in the spiritual master
as well as in the Supreme Personality of Godhead, then

| the meaning of scriptural revelation is immediately

| manifested before him.

14 g gieae aIe@ I gasEn |
G TR QeerEEAET 11830

ima duhitarah satvas
tava vatsa sumadhyamah
sargam etam prabhavaih svair
brimhayisyanty anekadha

imah—these; duhitarah—daughters; satyah—chaste;
tava—your; vatsa—O my dear son; su-madhyamah—thin-
waisted; sargam—creation; etam—this; prabhavaih—Dby
descendants; svaih—their own; brimhayisyanti—they will

| increase; aneka-dha—in various ways.

| Lord Brahma then praised Kardama Muni’s nine daugh-
ters, saying: All your thin-waisted daughters are certainly
very chaste. I am sure they will increase this creation by
their own descendants in various ways.

PURPORT: In the beginning of creation, Brahma was con-

cerned with increasing the population, and when he saw

that Kardama Muni had already begotten nine nice daugh-

ters, he was hopeful that through the daughters many chil-
| dren would come who would take charge of the creative

principle of the material world. He was therefore happy to
| see them. The word su-madhyama means “a good daugh-
ter of a beautiful woman.” If she has a thin waist, a woman
is considered very beautiful. All the daughters of Kardama
Muni were of the same beautiful feature.

15 A EigeRR qumEie qure |
Frere: afedea fArgoifd T g ngun

atas ivam rsi-mukhyebhyo
yatha-silam yatha-ruci

atmajah paridehy adya
vistrnthi yaso bhuvi

atah—therefore; tvam—you; rsi-mukhyebhyah—unto the
foremost sages; yatha-silam—according to temperament;
yatha-ruci—according to taste; armajah—your daughters;
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paridehi—please give away; adya—today; vistrnihi—
spread; yasah—fame; bhuvi—over the universe.

Therefore, today please give away your daughters to the
foremost of the sages, with due regard for the girls’ tem-
peraments and likings, and thereby spread your fame all
over the universe.

PURPORT: The nine principal rsis, or sages, are Marici,
Atri, Angira, Pulastya, Pulaha, Kratu, Bhrgu, Vasistha and
Atharva. All these rsis are most important, and Brahma
desired that the nine daughters already born of Kardama
Muni be handed over to them.

Here two words are used very significantly—yatha-silam |

and yatha-ruci. The daughters should be handed over to
the respective ryis, not blindly, but according to the combi-
nation of character and taste. That is the art of combining a
man and woman. Man and woman should not be united
simply on the consideration of sex life. There are many
other considerations, especially character and taste. If the
taste and character differ between the man and woman,
their combination will be unhappy. Even forty years ago, in
Indian marriages, the taste and character of the boy and
girl were first of all matched, and then they were allowed to
marry. This was done under the direction of the respective
parents. The parents used to astrologically determine the
character and tastes of the boy and girl, and when they
corresponded, the match was selected: “This girl and this
boy are just suitable, and they should be married.” Other
considerations were less important. The same system was
also advised in the beginning of the creation by Brahma:
“Your daughters should be handed over to the rsis accord-
ing to taste and character.”

According to astrological calculation, a person is classi-
fied according to whether he belongs to the godly or
demoniac quality. In that way the spouse was selected.

A girl of godly quality should be handed over to a boy of
godly quality. A girl of demoniac quality should be handed
over to a boy of demoniac quality. Then they will be happy.
But if the girl is demoniac and the boy is godly, then the
combination is incompatible; they cannot be happy in such

16 WrAE  JETA  @HE |
yamr 2 & femt wfrd gy ngan
vedaham adyam purusam
avatirnar sva-mayaya
bhutanam sevadhirm deham
bibhranam kapilam mune

veda—know; aham—I; adyam—the original; purusam—

enjoyer; avatirnam—incarnated; sva-mayaya—by His own
internal energy; bhitanam—of all the living entities; Seva-
dhim—the bestower of all desired, who is just like a vast
treasure; deham—the body; bibhranam—assuming; kapi-
lam—XKapila Muni; mune—O sage Kardama.

O Kardama, I know that the original Supreme Personality of
Godhead has now appeared as an incarnation by His inter-
nal energy. He is the bestower of all desired by the living
entities, and He has now assumed the body of Kapila Muni.

PURPORT: In this verse we find the words purusam ava-

tirnarm sva-mayayd. The Supreme Personality of Godhead is
everlastingly, eternally the form of purusa, the predominator
or enjoyer, and when He appears He never accepts anything
of this material energy. The spiritual world is a manifestation

| of His personal, internal potency, whereas the material

world is a manifestation of His material, or differentiated,
energy. The word sva-mayaya, “by His own internal po-

| tency,” indicates that whenever the Supreme Personality of

a marriage. At the present moment, because boys and girls |

are not married according to quality and character, most
marriages are unhappy, and there is divorce.

It is foretold in the Twelfth Canto of the Bhagavatam
that in this age of Kali married life will be accepted on the
consideration of sex only; when the boy and girl are
pleased in sex, they get married, and when there is defi-
ciency in sex, they separate. That is not actual marriage,
but a combination of men and women like cats and dogs.
Therefore, the children produced in the modern age are
not exactly human beings. Human beings must be twice-
born. A child is first born of a good father and mother, and
then he is born again of the spiritual master and the Vedas.
The first mother and father bring about his birth into the
world; then the spiritual master and the Vedas become his
second father and mother. According to the Vedic system
of marriage for producing children, every man and woman
was enlightened in spiritual knowledge, and at the time of
their combination to produce a child, everything was scru-
tinizingly and scientifically done.

| Godhead descends, He comes in His own energy. He may

assume the body of a human being, but that body is not
material.

In Bhagavad-gita, therefore, it is clearly stated that only
fools and rascals, mitdhas, consider the body of Krsna to be
the body of a common human being. The word Sevadhim
means that He is the original bestower of all the necessities
of life upon the living entities. In the Vedas also it is stated
that He is the chief living entity and that He bestows all the
desired necessities of other living entities. Because He is the
bestower of the necessities of all others, He is called God.
The Supreme is also a living entity; He is not impersonal. As
we are individual, the Supreme Personality of Godhead is
also individual—but He is the supreme individual. That is
the difference between God and the ordinary living entities.

¢
17 TR T SR |
faga: qu:  quEEeEEE: el
jAana-vijaana-yogena
karmanam uddharan jatah
hiranya-kesah padmaksah
padma-mudra-padambujah

jAana—of scriptural knowledge; vijiana—and application;
yogena—by means of mystic yoga,; karmanam—of material

| actions; uddharan—uprooting; jafah—the roots; hiranya-

kesah—golden hair; padma-aksah—lotus-eyed; padma-
mudra—marked with the sign of the lotus; pada-ambujah —

| having lotus feet.
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By mystic yoga and the practical application of knowledge
from the scriptures, Kapila Muni, who is characterized by

His golden hair, His eyes just like lotus petals and His lotus |

feet, which bear the marks of lotus flowers, will uproot the
deep-rooted desire for work in this material world.

PURPORT: In this verse the activities and bodily features
of Kapila Muni are very nicely described. The activities of
Kapila Muni are forecast herein: He will present the
philosophy of Sankhya in such a way that by studying His
philosophy people will be able to uproot the deep-rooted
desire for karma, fruitive activities. Everyone in this mater-
ial world engages in achieving the fruits of his labor. A man
tries to be happy by achieving the fruits of his own honest
labor, but actually he becomes more and more entangled.
One cannot get out of this entanglement unless he has
perfect knowledge, or devotional service.

Those who are trying to get out of the entanglement by
speculation are also doing their best, but in the Vedic scrip-
tures we find that if one has taken to the devotional service
of the Lord in Krsna consciousness, he can very easily
uproot the deep-rooted desire for fruitive activities. San-
khya philosophy will be broadcast by Kapila Muni for that
purpose. His bodily features are also described herein.

Jrana does not refer to ordinary research work. Jridana
entails receiving knowledge from the scriptures through
the spiritual master by disciplic succession. In the modern
age there is a tendency to do research by mental specula-
tion and concoction. But the man who speculates forgets
that he himself is subject to the four defects of nature: he is
sure to commit mistakes, his senses are imperfect, he is
sure to fall into illusion, and he is cheating. Unless one has
perfect knowledge from disciplic succession, he simply puts
forth some theories of his own creation; therefore he is
cheating people. Jiiana means knowledge received through
disciplic succession from the scriptures, and vijiana means
practical application of such knowledge. Kapila’s Sankhya
system of philosophy is based on jiigna and vijiiana.

18 vy qmfl ¥ Wt gAY RarA: |
sfrenagaat-a fo=n af f=fsfs ngen

esa manavi te garbharm
pravistah kaitabhardanah

avidya-samsaya-granthim
chittva gam vicarisyati

esah—the same Supreme Personality of Godhead; manavi
—O daughter of Manu; te—your; garbham—womb; pra-
vistah—has entered; kaitabha-ardanah—the killer of the
demon Kaitabha; avidya—of ignorance; samsaya—and of
doubt; granthim—the knot: chittva—cutting off; gam—the
world; vicarisyati—He will travel over.

Lord Brahma then told Devahiiti: My dear daughter of
Manu, the same Supreme Personality of Godhead who
killed the demon Kaitabha is now within your womb. He
will cut off all the knots of your ignorance and doubt. Then
He will travel all over the world.

| PURPORT: Here the word avidya is very significant. Avidya

means forgetfulness of one’s identity. Every one of usis a
spirit soul, but we have forgotten. We think, “I am this
body.” This is called avidya.

Samsaya-granthi means “doubtfulness.” The knot of
doubtfulness is tied when the soul identifies with the
material world. That knot is also called ahankara, the junc-
tion of matter and spirit. By proper knowledge received
from the scriptures in disciplic succession and by proper
application of that knowledge, one can free himself from
this binding combination of matter and spirit. Brahma
assures Devahti that her son will enlighten her, and after
enlightening her He will travel all over the world, distribut-
ing the system of Sankhya philosophy.

The word samisaya means “doubtful knowledge.”
Speculative and pseudo yogic knowledge is all doubtful. At
the present moment the so-called yoga system is prose-
cuted on the understanding that by agitation of the differ-
ent stations of the bodily construction one can find that he is
God. The mental speculators think similarly, but they are all
doubtful. Real knowledge is expounded in Bhagavad-gita:
“Just become Krsna conscious. Just worship Krsna and
become a devotee of Krsna.” That is real knowledge, and

| anyone who follows that system becomes perfect without a
| doubt.

19 % fagnomsdia: Em=nt: gawa: |
T HIYS ICATEHT =1 I T2 N

ayam siddha-ganadhisah
sankhyacaryaih susammatah
loke kapila ity akhyarm
ganta te kirti-vardhanah

ayam—this Personality of Godhead; siddha-gana—of the
perfected sages; adhisah—the head; sankhya-acaryaih—by
acaryas expert in Sankhya philosophy; su-sammatah—
approved according to Vedic principles; loke—in the world;
kapilah iti—as Kapila; akhyam—celebrated; ganta —He will
go about; re—your; kirti—fame; vardhanah—increasing.

Your son will be the head of all the perfected souls. He will
be approved by the acaryas expert in disseminating real
knowledge, and among the people He will be celebrated by

| the name Kapila. As the son of Devahuti, He will increase

your fame.

PURPORT: Sankhya philosophy is the philosophical system

.enunciated by Kapila, the son of Devahuti. The other

Kapila, who is not the son of Devahiti, is an imitation. This

| is the statement of Brahma, and because we belong to

Brahma’s disciplic succession we should accept his statement
that the real Kapila is the son of Devahiiti and that real
Sankhya philosophy is the system of philosophy which He
introduced and which will be accepted by the acaryas, the
directors of spiritual discipline. The word su-sammata
means “accepted by persons who are counted upon to give
their good opinion.”

(continued in the next issue)
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The worldwide activities of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

WORLD NEWS

United States President George Bush visits Dallas for an interfaith prayer reception with
community and religious leaders at Thanks-Giving Square. Seated two seats from the
President is Yudhisthira Dasa, President of the Dallas Hare Krsna Temple, and nexi to

him is Episcopal Bishop Donis D. Patterson.

Dr. P. V. Ranga Rao inaugurated the Bhakti-
vedanta Library at [SKCON Secunderabad
on December 31, marking the preliminary phase of a pro-

posed cultural, educa-
tional, and training cen-
ter. Dr. Rao is the
minister for education
in Andhra Pradesh and
the son of India’s Prime
Minister, Sri P. V. Nara-
simha Rao.

Addressing the one
hundred devotees and
guests present, Dr. Rao
expressed his deep
appreciation for Srila
Prabhupada’s work. He
noted Srila Prabhu-
pada’s outstanding con-
tribution of spreading

¥ ol .
Bhakti Raghava Swami shows Dr. F. V. Ranga Rao
one of Srila Prabhupada’s books during the opening
of ISKCON Secunderabad’s Bhakrtivedanta library.
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Vedic culture by opening more than a
hundred temples and printing more
than a hundred million books.

Delhi’s ISKCON Youth Services
(IYS) sponsors monthly tours to
Vrndavana. During the two-hour train
ride, I'YS members walk through the
train chanting, dancing, and passing
out Srila Prabhupada’s books. The
I'YS has fifty registered members, all
of whom follow the four regulative
principles and chant a quota of the
Hare Krsna maha-mantra every day.
They hope to enroll a thousand I'YS
members by 1996, the centennial year
of Srila Prabhupada’s appearance.

Srimati Devi Dasi has organized a
program whereby pilgrims in Sridham
Mayapur are given a card with the

Hare Krsna maha-mantra written on it and asked to chant
it 108 times. In eighteen months more than 108,000 pilgrims
have taken part.

Sridham Mayapur attracts and inspires VIPs
from all over India. Here are some of the
comments written in the ISKCON temple
guest book in 1991:

“I am very much impressed! The cleanliness
and up-keep are excellent, and the prasada
served was most delicious. Such institutions
are very rare.”

G. B. Chugh

High Court Judge

Allahabad, Lucknow

“To get eternal peace one must visit, at least
once in life, the holiest of institutions—
ISKCON. To realize the basic philosophy of
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the human life, all the individuals of the world should
follow the ideals of ISKCON Mayapur.”
Judhistire Jena
Deputy Minister
Labour and Employment
Government of Orissa

“ISKCON Sri Mayapur is a great institution established by
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. A noble man as he
was, his charming personality, sincere devotion to Lord
Krsna and his efforts for the salvation of the human beings
have attracted people in India and abroad. The charming
Deities, which are being worshiped with great devotion,
made us feel the very existence of God.”

Abanai Mohan Dutt

Supreme Court Judge

New Delhi

“ISKCON has established a modern asrama from where
His [Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s] work is carried on: the
chanting of Hare Krsna and the practice of Krsna bhakti.
We are greatly impressed. And, if we may say so,
enthralled!”

P. D. Desai

Chief Justice

Calcutta High Court

A hundred million

people in the for-

mer Soviet Union

were potential
viewers of a forty-two minute television program on the
Krsna consciousness movement. The program, which aired
in January, could also be seen in Poland, Yugoslavia, and
other European countries.

ISKCON?'s brightly colored float won second

prize at Lautoka’s Sugar Festival, the city’s
annual carnival, in December. During the parade, devotees
passed out three thousand packets of prasadam and a
thousand copies of The Krishna Sun, ISKCON Fiji’s quar-
terly newspaper.

Durban hosted its fourth annual Ratha-

yatra festival, organized by devotees from
ISKCON’s Temple of Understanding in Chatsworth.
Beginning on December 26, the five-day festival focused
on ISKCON’s twenty-fifth anniversary in the West. The
festival was launched by the cutting of a 100-kg cake.
Durban’s mayor, Guys Muller, gave the opening speech,
toured the festival site, and took lunch with visiting
ISKCON leaders. In his speech he praised the devotees
for promoting peace and culture in a strife-torn country.

The festival received extensive media coverage, includ-

ing a front-page story in Durban’s largest newspaper, The
Daily News, and footage on two popular national televi-
sion programs.

Two devotees recently traveled for thirty days through
East Africa to spread Krsna consciousness there. Jalakara
Dasa, from England, and Vidura Dasa, from Ireland,
visited Kenya, Uganda, Zaire, Rwanda, and Tanzania.
They distributed books in war-ravaged Uganda, dodged
ravaging troops in Zaire, and had their car break down in
the middle of the West Tanzania desert, where it’s five
hundred miles between gas stations (luckily, they made it
to one).

During the trip, they laid the groundwork for Hare
Krishna Food for Life programs in the cities of Kampala,
Kigali, and Mwanza.

ISKCON Nairobi has received permission—after twenty
years—to build a new temple on the site they now occupy.
The plans call for the present temple, a former hostel the
devotees bought in 1972, to be demolished in stages and
the new temple erected atop the remains. The site is locat-
ed on a hillside with panoramic views of central Nairobi.

Temple vice-chairman Umapati Dasa, originally from
Benares, India, says that although the construction would
cost about $800,000—too much for the small group of
devotees there to collect—ISKCON life members will
donate construction materials that will greatly reduce the
total expenditure.

Tangiers now has a chance for Krsna consciousness—or
bhakti-yoga, since yoga has no religious connotations in
Morocco. Nayanabhirama Dasa, an early disciple of Srila
Prabhupada, has moved there. He teaches English during
the day and bhakti-yoga in the evening in the garage of an
Indian friend. The population of Morocco is ninety-nine
percent Sunni Moslem.

Two other devotees. Abhidheya Dasa and Gaura
Bhakta Dasa, both originally from the Middle East, are
spreading Krsna consciousness in North Africa from
. Morocco to Egypt,
traveling through
Algeria, Tunisia, and
Libya. During a recent
one-month stay in
Morocco, they sold
eight hundred books on
Krsna consciousness.

BSR(] RO

For more detailed news,
see ISKCON's monthly
newspaper, ISKCON
World Review. To
subscribe, see page 59.
Any news from your
town or village? Please
let us know!
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PADAYATRA NEWS

Padayatra America
The members of Padayatra America are spending six
months walking through central America. They finished
the Belize portion of the walk (100 miles) in January and
then spent a week driving 176 miles over treacherous dirt
roads through the jungles on the way to Guatemala City.
Although the trip was difficult—the Padayatra vehicles
suffered flat tires. broken springs, broken tail pipes. and
worn-out brakes—hundreds of people in remote towns
and villages received Srila Prabhupada’s books and heard
the chanting of Krsna’s holy names.

The devotees plan to walk through Guatemala, El Sal-

vador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and into Panama.

Padayatra Malaysia

Malaysia’s fourteen-day Padayatra last December went
through the northern states of Penang and Kedah. cover-
ing the main towns first and then the rubber, oil palm, and
cocoa plantations. The daily evening programs drew an

Padayatra Malasia passes by rubber plantations in the
early-morning sun.

average of about four hundred people. Because drug
abuse and addiction is a great problem in Malaysia, the
theme of the Padayatra was “Propaganda Against Drug
Abuse” (PADA). During the walk, the devotees stopped
at drug rehabilitation centers to put on Krsna conscious
programs for the inmates.

Padayatra Fiji

Heavy rains marked the first day of the Fiji Padayatra in
January, ending a six-month drought in western Viti Levu,
Fiji’s main island. About fifty devotees began the forty-
kilometer walk from Lautoka City to Ba, and after a few
days the number grew to 150. The padayatris passed out
seven thousand pieces of prasadam and five thousand
books during the pilgrimage.

Padayatra
Philippines

Fifty devotees, led by
Tamal Krishna Go-
swami and Lokanath
Swami, walked
through seven of the
| most prominent mu-
| nicipalities of Metro

| Manila in January.
The procession in-
cluded a colorful twelve-foot-high cart drawn by a pair of
beautiful white bullocks. During the seven-day walk devo-
tees passed out 25,000 brochures and small books and
30,000 bags of popcorn prasadam.

The Philippines Pf.'du)arm fi J’Es a narrow
street in Manila with the Hare Krsna
maha-mantra.

LETTERS (continued from page 5)
being distracted by exploitive market
forces, mortgage payments, rent, and
unreasonable taxes, all of which make
subsistence grain production nearly
impossible.

As yousay, neither ofusisinaposition
to work the oxen. Nor am I qualified to
make policy that will encourage Krsna
conscious farming. Neither have I the
ability to raise funds for this purpose
though all these things are needed. But
we can all chant Hare Krsna, and Krsna
will give us the intelligence to help in
whatever way we can. I'm researching
and writing, someone else is leading,
someone is farming, someone is fund-
raising, someone is telling a friend that
productive use of the oxen will save

animals and the earth and bring us closer
to God. According to our desires, Krsna
is sure to give us the best service to help

fulfill His plans.

Down-to-Earth

Iwant to congratulate the BTG team on
the new contents. I enjoy all the differ-
ent columns. It makes practicing Krsna
consciousness more down-to-earth and
givesa forum for discussions, presenting
different angles of vision, problems and

difficulties faced by individuals and the |

movement. That’s what a magazine is,
something dynamic—not static but
ecstatic!
Gaurangi Devi Dasi
Montanay, France
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Praise and Encouragement
Here is one fallen soul who wants to
offer some praise and encouragement
for your efforts to spread and maintain
the teachings of Krsna consciousness as
given by Srila Prabhupada. Krsna must
be pleased with your service, for how
else could you produce such aninspiring
magazine. [ pray that you all remain
pure and that your publication of Back
to Godhead will enter the hearts of
conditioned souls everywhere.

John Thomas

Diamond, Ohio

We welcome your letters. Send corres-
pondence to The Editors, Back to
Godhead, PO.Box 90946, San Diego,
CA 92169, USA.



Indian /Americ

An Indian immigrant
in America
finds a solution
to the cultural conflicts
that challenge
Indians in the West.

by Hari Mohana Dasa

have been one for the past seven
years. I'm also of Indian origin, and

my story is a typical one.
I've lived in North America since [

|
- IAM A DEVOTEE OF KRSNA and

was nine years old. My parents came

here to finish their higher education,
and upon completion of their doctor-
ates, they decided to settle in Canada,
their adopted country. As their family
grew, so did their careers, households,
mortgages, and so on. Along with ma-

Hari Mohana
Dasa (left) with his
wife, Radharani
Devi Dasi, and son,
Hrishikesh Nandan.
At right, guests
take turns watering
the tulasi plant
during services at
ISKCON's San
Diego temple.

“Ihis clash of
cultures would lead to
some hilarious situa-

tions, and to some
tragic ones, but al-
ways to conflict. How
much loyalty were
we Lo give to our cul-
tural origins, and how
much were we to
imbibe from the cul-
ture we lived in?”

terial success came several perplexing

| questions: How to relate to a mater-

ialistic Western society without losing
Indian values? How to bring up chil-
dren in the West and yet protect them
from the excesses of Western culture?
How to teach children something of
their cultural background? What goals
to pursue? What values to transmit to
their children?

For us in the second generation,
the questions were just as perplexing.
How to balance the clash of cultures?
Our parents expected us to behave in
one way, our friends, teachers, and col-
leagues in another. This clash of cul-
tures wouldlead to some hilarioussitua-
tions, and tosome tragic ones, but always
to conflict. How much loyalty were we
to give to our cultural origins, and how
much were we toimbibe from the culture
we lived in? What values were we to
take from our parents, and what values
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were we to find on our own?

Ibelieve ISKCON canplayavaluable
role in resolving these questions, for
both parents and children, because of
the nature of [SKCON and the genius
of Srila Prabhupada.

Srila Prabhupada did with ISKCON
what each of us tries to do individually:
He took the essential elements of India’s
culture, transplanted that culture into
the Western environment, and made it
work. Srila Prabhupada’s genius lay in
his being true to the original culture
while making the changes necessary
for it to flourish in the West. He called
ISKCON *“a cultural presentation for
the respiritualization of society.”
ISKCON is a culture—maybe a very
special culture, but a culture nonethe-



an / Hare Krsna

less. It’s not just a local temple or an |
international organization, but a whole
culture, with eternal cultural values.
Let’s look deeper.

The Background

In the mid-nineteenth century, Lord
Macaulay spoke his famous Minute on
the floor of the British parliament in
which he belittled Indian language and
letters. His speech led to the founding
of several schools in India, usually run
by missions, with two aims: To expose
Indians to the English language (as In-
dian literature was not seen as having
any merit), and to expose them to Wes-
tern scientific, cultural, and religious
ideals (by which, it was hoped, the people
would see their own beliefs as back-

ward, superstitious, and
hopeless and convert
wholesale to thereligion
of their masters).

But the hopes of the
colonists didn’t work
out as expected. The
schools didn’'t produce
many Christian natives.
Rather, the students re-
tained the prevailing
European doctrines of
the time: rationalism
and humanism.

The mission schools
spared no pains in de-
riding the native faith.
They made every at-
tempt to show its infer-
iority to Christianity.
They condemned it as
primitive, superstitious
idol-worship, the work

dians developed an in-
feriority complex about
their own culture and
looked for an alterna-
tive. The Brahmo Samaj
in Bengal and revision-
ists in other parts of In-
dia formulated different versions of
Hinduism, usually at the expense of the
original faith. This original faith was
the path of bhakti, as taught by great
saints such as Tulasidasa, Tukarama,

psv(] Riemue

| Suradasa, Tyagaraja, Mirabai, Jiana-

deva, and Kabir. It was also elucidated
in the Srimad-Bhagavatam and the
Bhagavad-gita and rigorously ex-
pounded by great dcaryas such as
Madhvacarya, Ramanujacarya, and
Vallabhacarya. The revisionists, how-
ever, who aped European philoso-
phies, regarded the saints and dcaryas
as somehow inferior to the rationalists
and humanists of Europe.

Eventually, the revisionists devel-
oped a version of Hinduism with a poli-
tical message. The goal of Hinduism no
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of the devil himself. In- |

longer centered on devotion to the
Deity; rather,it was about social work—
to feed and clothe the starving millions.
Political Hinduism finally developed to
where it’s goal became political inde-
pendence for India.

The revisionists knew that in spite of
Western education the intellectuals (and
the common man) of the day would not
be interested in the revisionists’ politi-
cal philosophies unless cloaked within
the garb of religion. The Indian, the
most religious of people, would accept
traditional authority. So the revision-
ists cleverly grafted their ideas of poli-
ticalindependence and social work upon
the tree of Vedanta. The philosophy of
Sankaracarya, while muchrespected but
little followed and of interest mainly to
acertain class of brahmanaintellectuals,
became the vessel by which their ideas
gained respectability.

My parents’ generation was the heir
to this ferment of ideas in India. To gain
an education in science and technology,
they unhesitatingly took to schools that
followed the Western model. Their aims
were noble enough: they wanted to
make India self-sufficient and indepen-
dent. Through the long years of India’s
freedom movement, they went to school,
eagerly learning everything, waiting to
take their place among those who
struggled tomake India strong and free.
They graduated after independence,
however, and found that opportunities
were few, salaries low, and their services
not so welcome by the socialists and
communists in the government.

They came West and settled. Mean-
while, the original faith of devotion,
ridiculed asirrelevantin the “new” India
and contrary to progress, lay neglected
and abused for at least three genera-
tions. Then, in 1963, as if by a miracle a
sixty-nine-year-old saint with a trunk-
ful of books and forty rupees in his
pocket set sail for America on a tramp
steamer. He came to teach the princi-
ples of bhakti on a foreign shore, after



Srila Prabhupada stressed that Krsna consciousness
was not just for some small sect
but was the natural function of the soul.
To practice the eternal culture of Krsna consciousness
one didn’t have to be in India.

many years and many attempts to do
so in India had failed.

The Parents

Thoughimmigrants to North Ameri-
ca face a great struggle, the Indian
immigrants had some advantages. They
were not refugees, and they were
educated. They were the dispossessed
elite of an ancient civilization. Oppor-
tunities came soon, and success was
quicker than expected. Of course, thisis
a generalization. There were several
waves of Indian immigration to North
America. The mostrecentones are those
of refugees from Africa and Sri Lanka.
But by and large the Indian immigrant
has succeeded.

The problems of Indian immigrant
parents are, briefly, those of (1) culture,
(2) success, and (3) children. The bond
to India remains quite strong, with
relatives, land, and culture still tying
one to the home country. Should we
remain here or, upon retirement, return
to India? To what extent should the
quest for material success influence our
lives? How to teach our children the
things of value in their own culture and
convince them that they should retain
them?

Let’s see the solutions ISKCON can
offer to these questions.

My parents, busy getting themselves
established in the West, were not much
concerned with questions such as
these. Their first contact with ISKCON
occurred when they saw the devotees
dancing in the street, with shaven heads
and tilaka. What a shock to see the
familiar in a completely unexpected
context! Curious, they visited the temple
and quickly recognized it as authentic.
Upon attending the Sunday feast
lectures, they encountered questions

| about their culture and faith for the first
| time since leaving India—maybe for
| the first time in their lives.

First the question of culture. Srila
Prabhupada stressed that he was not
trying to establish Indian culture or
Hinduism. Rather, he was introducing

| “eternal culture.” He stressed that Krsna
| consciousness was not just for some
small sect but was the natural function
of the soul. To practice the eternal
culture of Krsna consciousness one
didn’t have to be in India. Krsna con-
sciousness could be practiced right here
in North America. For many Indians,
ISKCON temples became their home
away from home.

Secondly, the question of success.
Srila Prabhupada severely criticized
Indians who came to North America
just to make money. And, if we are
honest, we’ll admit he was right to
| criticize us. My personal experience is
that wealthy Indian families who place
all the emphasis on success and little, if
any, on cultivating spiritual and moral
values are swiftly traversing the path of
corruption and decadence. Alcoholism
and drugs, what to speak of meat-eating
and smoking, are no longer strangers to
| such families. ISKCON has always
emphasized the need to follow certain
basic moral standards and has main-
tained this standard of purity through-
out its history.

Finally, the question of the children’s
values. My parents’ attempts to instill
values in their children ended in failure,
for several reasons. First, my parents
were unsure about what they were trying
to teach us. For example, to teach us
about religion, they'd say something
that reflected the confused, revisionist
philosophy they were taught—"Deities
are just representations of the ultimate
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reality, but you should worship them.”
And that was the end of that.

My parents’ attempts at passing on
their values would involve aspects of
Indian culture that were not terribly
importantorrelevantin ourlives. While
struggling with arcane aspects of classi-

| cal music or dance, on the inside we’d
| be singing along with the Beatles or

dancing with Michael Jackson.
ISKCON made the essential aspects
of Vedic culture available to all of us in
English, rather than in Sanskrit or other
Indian languages, which we, unfortu-
nately, only barely understood. Srila
Prabhupada had already sifted through
the vast field of Indian culture and
successfully implanted the essential
elements of it in the West. It is a suc-
cessful model, presented by him clearly
and logically. To fully take part in the
culture of Krsna consciousness is to
imbibe the eternal values, the norms,
and, most important, the basic attitudes
of Vedic culture and integrate them in

| daily life. There is no question of irrele-

vancy or confusion in Srila Prabhu-
pada’s presentation of Vedic culture.

The Children

My father was the first to take me to
an ISKCON temple. Aside from the
fascination of seeing the devotees,
especially the women in saris, 1 didn’t
like it at all. I was young, my mind bent
on sense enjoyment. I especially didn'’t
like what I considered a “conservative
Hindu™ philosophy. I wanted to have
fun with my Western friends.

My preference for having fun in
opposition to my father’s concern for
values s, of course, the clash of cultures
so common in immigrant families. I
wasn’t familiar with the background or

(please turn to page 58)



mmm PROJECT

ROFILE

HERE'S A Krsna conscious
project you might like to
support or get involved in.
We'll tell you what the goals are,
who’s involved, what’s going on,
what’s blocking the way, and how you
can give a hand.

PROJECT

The Prabhupada Benevolent
Foundation (P. B. E.)

HEADQUARTERS
Stanmore, Middlesex, England

PROJECT LEADERS
Executive Trustees: Joan Wilder
(President), Asta Sakhi Devi Dast
(Secretary), Leonard Wilder (Trea-
surer and Director of the Lotus
Clinic). Trustees: Sivarama Swami,
Dhananjaya Dasa, Bala Gopala Devi
Dasi, Andrea Wilder. Patrons: Indra-
dyumna Swami, Jayadvaita Swami,
Mukunda Goswami, Satsvarapa Dasa
Goswami.

GOALS

To see to the health and welfare of
Krsna’s devotees by offering Krsna
conscious health services, combining
Ayurvedic, alternative, and conven-
tional medicine.

To run a clinic and, long range, to
set up a convalescent home, a
retirement home, and a hospice.

Finally, to share Krsna conscious-
ness with others through a devotee-
run holistic welfare service.

DETAILS

The Prabhupada Benevolent Foun-
dation was registered as a U. K. na-
tional charity in July 1990. Since then
it has provided medical treatment and
counseling to many devotees.
Through the Foundation, Leonard
Wilder, a dental surgeon, and his wife,
Joan, opened the Lotus Clinic in their
home in October 1990. The P. B. F.
funds the Clinic, which also receives

| contributions from patients. The Cli-
nic is open two or three days a month
| and offers a wide range of therapies.
The Clinic has two consultant
medical doctors and a consultant
homeopath. All the practitioners are
highly qualified and offer their skills as
a service to devotees.

The Clinic has hosted seminars on
various therapies, and the Foundation
subsidizes a weekly hatha-yoga class
near the Bhaktivedanta Manor.

The P. B. . recently set up the Nila-
mani Trust to aid Vaisnava children.

PLANS

This year the P. B. E. will offer more
service to devotees through the Lotus
Clinic. The P. B. E plans to move its
offices and the Clinic to a building
where the Clinic can work full time.
Long-term plans call for a retirement
home and then a hospice. The P. B. F.
hopes to become an international
charity.

OBSTACLES
The main obstacle is a shortage of
funds and fund-raisers. The P. B.F.
needs a building and a full-time staff
to realize its goals.

Another obstacle: While focusing
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on spiritual concerns, devotees often
down-play the need to care for their
health. But as Srila Prabhupada told

| Dhananjaya Dasa in 1972, “Of all
| things, health comes first. With good

health you can chant sixteen good
rounds, and with sixteen good rounds
you can do good service.”

| Trustees (from left): Asta Sakhi Devi Dasi, Andrea Wilder, Joan Wilder, Leonard Wilder,
Sivarama Swami, Dhanaiijaya Dasa, and Bala Gopala Devi Das.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

The P. B. E needs health profession-
als, care-givers, fund-raisers and other
inspired devotees to help advance its
causes. It needs a building and office
equipment, such as a fax machine, a
photocopier, and a computer.

If you can help in any way or
would like to send a tax-deductible
donation, please contact the Foun-
dation (U. K. registered charity
number 803720):

The Prabhupada Benevolent
Foundation

5, Dovercourt Gardens

Stanmore, Middx. HA7 4S]

England

Phone: (081) 958 9868.

For more information on any
aspect of the P. B. F., write to Dr. Leo-
nard Wilder at the above address.



ON PILGRIMAGE

The Temple of
Lord Channa Kesava

It took a century to build, and eight centuries
have not diminished its grandeur.

by Lavangalatika Devi Dasi

HE TWELFTH-CENTURY Vis-
nu temple at Belur, in the Indian
state of Karnataka, was built by

the Hoysala king Vishnuvardhana. The
Hoysalas were originally a tribe of the
Western Ghats, the mountain chain
that runs along the west coast from
Gujarat to the southern tip of India. In
the twelfth and thirteenth centuries the
Hoysalas came to rule that part of the
Deccan. King Vishnuvardhana con-
verted from Jainism to Vaisnavism, as
taught by Sri Ramanuja, around the
time when Ramanuja publicly defeated
the Jain texts.

Sti Channa Kesava, the nine-foot-
tall Deity in the temple, isstill worshiped,
but not with the splendor of seven
hundred years ago. The temple is main-
tained by the government of India, and
has become a tourist attraction. It's a
small, squat, star-shaped structure on a
raised platform. Although small com-
pared to other South Indian temples,

with their the towering gopurams (or- |

nate gateways), it’s covered within and
without with distinctive, intricate, and
expressive stone sculpture, glorifying
the pastimes of the Lord. The sculpture
indicates how refined were art, music,
and dance in the Vaisnava culture at
that time.

It took 103 years to build the temple,
begun in 1117. The inside is dark and
cool,with forty-eight pillars,each unique
in shape and design, carved with ela-
borate bas reliefs. All around the walls
are high stone ledges and steep steps,
sitting places for worshipers and obser-

Photographs by Bhargava Dasa

vers. In the center before the Deityisa | den with a peacock at her side and a

smooth, round, black stone platform
where dancers performed for the plea-
sure of the Deity. On the ceiling above,
lit by a spotlight, is a big rosette carved
from a single stone. Lord Nrsimhadeva
is at its center. In each corner of the
rosette isafemale dancer, one being the
queen of Vishnuvardhana, Shantiladevi,
who used to dance before the Deity.
The other dancers are Gandharva Kan-
ya, a heavenly maiden; Mayuri, a mai-
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parroton her hand; and Kesava S;‘ﬁgﬁr?,
a maiden dressing her hair, wet from
bathing, and wearing stone bangles on
her wrist.

Over the silver doors to the shrine of
the Deity stand are two guardian beasts,
each formed of seven animals in one—
cow’sears, elephant’s trunk, lion’s paws,
crocodile’s tail, and so on. Beside the
doors stand graceful seven-foot sculp-
tures of Jaya and Vijaya. the gatekeepers



Visiting Belur

Crowds of tourists come by bus
to see the carvings of the Channa
Kesava Temple. Official temple
guides speak to large groups in
several languages, though usually in
Telegu and Kannada, the languages
of the region. There’s no fee for the
tour, but you can give a donation.
The guides are busy, so it’s hard to
find one who'll give a complete tour

in English for just a couple of
people. But the guides are knowl-
edgeable, so it’s worth the wait.

During my visit, a brahmana ran

here and there charging four rupees
to shine a spotlight and ten rupees
for his barely understandable
English commentary. As I viewed a
gold-painted wooden Sesa Naga,
the serpent-couch of Visnu, the
brahmana said, “Sesa Naga” and
threw a couple of coins into the
serpent’s coils, inplying that I
should follow this example.

Belur is a small town four hours
west of Bangalore, four hours north
of Mysore, and about six hours by
state transport bus from Udipi

through the gorgeous scenery of the
Western Ghats. The area is poor,
and there are many small hotels
with tiny rooms for forty rupees a
night. You're given a bucket of hot
water for your morning bath.

The Karnataka State Tourist
Department hotel is ninety rupees,
but you’ll need advance booking.
Its restaurant is nonvegetarian. The

Hotel Gayatri on the main street

has good, cheap vegetarian meals
and can give helpful information

about bus timings and routes.

of Visnu, slightly bent at the waist, with
long delicate fingers, their beautiful
expressions making them look alive.
On the outside of the temple are the
forms and incarnations of Lord Visnu.
Lord Nrsmhadeva, the half-man, half-
lionincarnation, iscarvedin such minute
detail that His nails plunge deep into
Hiranyakasipu’s knee. The demon’s
entrails garland the Lord’s neck. There
are scenes from the Ramayana and the

Lord Channa Kesava’s temple (left), having weathered eight centuries, still
displays the refined spiritual culture of the time in which it was built. The temple
is covered within and without with exquisite sculptures, such as those of Lord

Krsna. Arjuna stands with his bow, its
string worn away by the touch of

| hundreds of thousands of pilgrims. And

Visakanya, a poisonous maiden, has a
scorpion biting her toe.
Around the base of the temple are

| friezes, three high, of elephants for
| patience, lions for strength, and horses

Mahabharata, and pastimes of Lord |

forspeed. Each animalisunique. At the
four entrance doors are sculptures of a
boy fighting a lion.

In the courtyard a flame burns atop
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Varaha (above left) and Lord Nrsirmhadeva (above right).

a tall stone pillar, and from the gate
tower a loudspeaker plays devotional
sOngs.

Behind the main templeis the temple
of goddess Laksmi, the consort of Lord
Channa Kesava. €D

Lavangalatika Devi Dasi, an American

| disciple of Srila Prabhupada, was a lead-
| ing distributor of his books for many
| vears. She and her husband now live in

Bombay.



I had to deal with their attitudes
and reconcile them with those of the society I lived in.
No one was teaching Indian children

how to resolve this conflict.

INDIAN/AMERICAN

(continued from page 54)

history of my parents’ education or atti-
tudes, or why they came to the West in
the first place. Yet I had to deal with
their attitudes and reconcile them with
those of the society I lived in. No one
was teaching Indian children how to re-
solve this conflict. In some ways the
reaction of our parents to this problem
only compounded it. They would be-
come overly protective, especially with
the girls, stifling creativity and causing
great resentments.

ISKCON provided a way to resolve
this dilemna. About ten years after my
father took me to an ISKCON temple,
I met adevotee on the streetwhoinvited
me to visit a center they had near the
university I attended. This was my first
real encounter with the devotees. My
father, who would always encourage
me to visit the temple, became alarmed
when I actually started todoso. Religion
was fine, he said, but it should be prac-
ticed at a distance.

ISKCON’s greatest help was that it
gave me a chance to talk with people my
own age, Western and Indian, who
shared my concerns. Here were young
people putting universal values into
their lives. ISKCON was also a bridge
between the generations. I could now
understand my devoted grandmother
in a way my parents could never
understand. [ saw that I could live in the
culture of Krsna consciousness and in
the culture of the West.

I now have friends who are Indians,
French Canadians, English, and so on,
who are all of the same faith and culture.
['m also a part of a worldwide family, so
wherever I go I'll always be welcome in
the family of devotees.

In the schools we Indian youths
attended, and in the cultural activities
we were enrolled in, our teachers nev-
er discussed values or morality. In

| stark contrast, Srila Prabhupada was

adamant that his disciples follow some
basic rules of behavior. This was quite a
shock for some of us. There was no
ambiguity about ISKCON’s standards.
For example, take the question of
vegetarianism. Our family was com-
pletely vegetarian, but my parents nev-
er went out of their way to stress its
value. When, because of peer pressure,
I started to eat meat in high school, my
parents didn't discourage me. In fact,
they expected that their children would
take up this habit, and they even felt
that they themselves were somehow
wrong in being vegetarians. Once I
became a devotee, however, I could
easily explain to my peers why I don’t
eat meat. I've finished my university
education and worked for five years in
business without having to compro-
mise this ideal.

Finally, and most important, the
philosophy of Krsna consciousness
transcends all material cultural consi-
derations. It’s not that I'm practicing
“Indian™ culture or following “Hindu-
ism.” The path of devotion to Krsna is,
as Srila Prabhupada proved, something
anyone, regardless of origin or nation-
ality, can pursue successfully. This uni-
versality removes once and for all the
dichotomy of the culture clash.

The Future

So far I've spoken only of the first
and second generations. But we should
think of the succeeding generations.
One reason for my writing this essay is
that my wife and I are blessed by Krsna
with a beautiful young son. So the circle
comes around, but with one excep-
tion: Krsna Himself. Because of Srila
Prabhupada’s Krsna consciousness
movement, I'm confident my son will
have an easier time imbibing the eternal
values of our culture than I did.

Yet I don’t feel confident for the
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future of the Indian community in the
West. The second generation has already
moved far from the cultural values of
their parents. The assimilation will be
complete in the third or fourth gener-
ation. Fearing this, the Indian com-
munity is frenetically building temples
and establishing cultural associations.
But these well-meaning projects will
fail if they don’t put real spiritual mean-
ing into people’s lives.

ISKCON allows its members to take
part in a dynamic, growing society. In
ISKCONsearly years the members may
have been inmature in their attitudes
towardseveral social and culturalissues.
But because the central values of the
Vedic culture are strong, ISKCON will
survive and grow.

I request Indian readers to please
take part in this discussion. I also invite
Indian parents and children (as well
as others) to take part fully in the
International Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness. To become a full partici-
pant in this Society one must become
serious about spiritual life. This means
more than just attending the Sunday
feasts. Specifically, this means that one
should accept an authentic guru, follow
hisinstructions, chant the maha-mantra,
and follow the basic regulations of the
Society. This will start one on the path
of devotion. One will find his life

| transformed and beautifully enriched.

This opportunity is open for everyone,
for all differences of culture, race, or
origin are resolved at the lotus feet of
Sri Krsna. &

Hari Mohana Dasa was initiated four
years ago by Bhaktisvarapa Damo-
dara Swami. A chartered public account-
ant with his own business, he devotes
half his time to his business and half
to serving at the Montreal ISKCON
temple. His wife, Radharani Devi Dasi,

| serves the Deities at the temple.



RESOURCES

PUBLICATIONS

Conversations with Srila Prabhu-
pada—The complete set—37 vol-
umes—now available: $415. (First 20
volumes: $225; final 17: $190.) Postage
extra. Contact The Bhaktivedanta
Archives, P.O. Box 34453, Los
Angeles, CA 90034. Phone: (310) 559-
2143. Fax: (310) 559-0935.

Books from Sadaputa Dasa. Issues in
scientific understanding, explored by a
scientist trained in the Vedic para-
digm. Contact Bhaktivedanta Insti-
tute, P.O. Box 99584, San Diego, CA
92169. Phone: (619) 272-8145.

Subscribe to Padayatra Worldwide
Newsletter. One year: $6. Two years:
$11. Five years: $27. Contact: Radha
Sakti Dast, 3764 Watseka Ave., Los
Angeles, CA 90034.

ISKCON
World Review—

Getconnected toall of our dynamic
worldwide movement. Exciting
news, information, marketplace,
and Krsna conscious opportunities.
For 12 issues: US, $18 for First
Class mail, $10 for Third Class.
Outside the US, $20. For sub-
scriptions, ads, bulk orders, and
news submissions, please contact
IWR, PO. Box 99103, San Diego,
CA 92169. Phone: (619) 273-6110.
Fax: (619) 270-4183.

Nectar Books Sale! Two new Bhakti-
vinoda song books. Kalyana Kalpa-
taru and Gita-mala, plus biography of
Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura,
$8.00 each postpaid in U.S., $10.00
foreign parcel. SASE for catalog of
new translations. Nectar Books, P.O.
Box 574, Union City, Georgia 30291.

Appreciating Sri Vrindavana Dhama,
by Mahanidhi Swami. A new book of
Vrndavana nectar filled with philoso-

ADVERTISING
RATE

— $.50 a word —

Frequency discount: 4 times
(same ad), 10% off. All Re-
sources ads must be prepaid.
We accept only ads directly
meant for Krsna conscious de-
votional service.

Back to Godhead Resources
P.O. Box 90946,
San Diego, CA 92169

Phone: (619) 272-7384
Fax: (619) 272-3673

phy, pastimes, prayers, and practical
guidelines for visiting and living in

| Vrndavana. Available at ISKCON

Vrndavana, India. Agent inquiries
welcome.

The Hare Krishna Challenge $2; Srila
Prabhupada’s Analogies $4; Search for
Liberation $1; Light of the Bhagavata
$14 (hard), $9 (soft); vinyl Gita $7;
one-volume Bhagavatam or Caitanya-
caritamria $39; The Spiritual Master
and the Disciple $7; Caitanya-
caritamrta tull set $125; Bhagavatam
last six volumes $125. Krishna Culture
1-800-829-2579.

Srila Prabhupada at Radha Damo-

| dara $6; Appreciating Sri Vrindavana
| Dhama $12; Sri Gaura Lila $5. 5+

copies $3 each; Sri Manah S‘H{grr $6:
Harinama Cintamani $7; Endless Love
/Collected Essays $4: The Lives of the
Vaisnava Saints $10; The Six Goswamis
of Vrindavan $7; Om Shalom $4; Food
for the Spirit $7.95; Viindavan Dhama
Ki Jaya! $12. Krishna Culture 1-800-
829-2579 for orders and wholesale.

NEW Satsvariipa Dasa Goswami: My
Search Through Books $7; Prabhu-
pada Meditations vols. 2 and 3, $12.50
each; Am I a Demon or a Vaisnava? $5;
With Srila Prabhupada in the Early
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Days $12.50; ISKCON in the 1970’ 2
vols. $25; Vandanam $7.25; Chota’s
Way (Nimai Series 4th volume) $10;
Memory in the Service of Krsna $10.
Krishna Culture 1-800-829-2579.

- AUDIO-VISUAL

Srila Prabhupada Tape Ministry. Your
tape storage problems now solved at
no expense to you. Send now for
details and a free catalog listing over
700 tapes. Bhaktivedanta Tape
Ministry, P.O. Box 34453, Los Ange-
les, CA 90034. Phone: (310) 559-2143.
Fax: (310) 559-0935.

Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami Tape
Ministry. Over 400 tapes available.

$3 per tape. Subscription rates—

3 months (12 tapes): $30 ($2.50 ea.);

1 year (48 tapes): $108 ($2.25 ea.).
Extra charge for airmail outside USA.
A list of recent releases is free upon
request. Full catalog: $5. Send orders
to Madhava Dasa, 72 Commonwealth
Avenue, Boston, MA 02116.

Free sample tape and list of recent
releases. Hridayananda Tape Ministry,
P.O. Box 99103, San Diego, CA 92169.

Padayatra Tape Ministry. Classes and
kirtanas by Lokanath Swami. Free
catalog. Contact: Vrndavana Lila
Dasi, 3765 Watseka Ave. #11, Los
Angeles, CA 90034,

Bhagavad-gita As It Is for MS-DOS
computers. Full index and search pro-
gram included. Requires 2 megs of
hard-disk space. $20 plus postage ($2
US, §5 outside US). Please specify
floppy-drive type (3'2" or 5'4").
Bhaktivedanta Archives, P. O. Box
34453, Los Angeles, CA 90034. Phone:
(310) 559-2143. Fax: (310) 559-0935.

Vaisnava Seminar Tapes with Sat-

| svartipa Dasa Goswami, Jayadvaita

Swami, Varsana Swami, Dhanurdhara
Swami, Ravindra Svartipa Dasa,



Alabama
Dothan:

Kirit Joshi, M.D.
(205) 793-2618

California

To find out about programs
in Anaheim Hills, Corona,
Cerritos, Diamond Bar,
Granada Hills, Laguna
Niguel, Long Beach,
Redlands, Santa Ana, Simi
Valley, and several other
southern California loca-
tions, call Pavaka Dasi at
(310) 815-9501.

Grass Valley/ Nevada City:
Haripada Dasa &

Phalini Devi Dasi
(916) 432-2789

Ojai:

Mayesvara Dasa &
Urvasi Devi Dasi
(Bill & Joan Roberts)

(805) 640-0405

Three Rivers:
Ramananda Raya Dasa
(209) 561-3281

Ukiah:

Jagannatha Puri Dasa &
Tripurari Devi Dasi

(707) 485-7207

Florida

Ft. Myers/Naples:
Rasatala Dasa

(813) 463-1057 or 4870

Georgia

Augusta:

Rama Raghava Dasa &
Ananga-lata Devi Dasi
(Rakesh & Ana
Sharma)

(404) 738-2159

Hawaii

Keaau:

Mahaksa Dasa or
Madhu Kantha Dasa

(808) 966-4738

RESOURCES

GATHERINGS

Perhaps the nearest temple is too far away and you
wish there were some place closer you could go to.
Perhaps you'd like to meet others in your area who
are interested in Krsna consciousness.

If so, get in touch with the people listed below.
They and their friends regularly gather in their
homes—or they want to start. They’ll be happy to
hear from you.

If you'd like to be added to the list, send your
name, city. and phone number to: Gatherings, BTG,
P.O. Box 90946, San Diego, CA 92169, USA.

Inthe U. K., there are regular gatherings in more
than twenty cities. To find one near you, or for help
in starting one, contact Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd.,
Reader Services Dept., P.O. Box 324, Boreham-
wood, Herts. WD6 INB. Phone: (081) 905-1244.

Listed here are some of the Gatherings. See the
next issue of BTG for more.

Kihei, Maui:
Chaitanya Vaishnava Sanga
(808) 879-5035

Kansas

Lawrence:

Ankota Dasa &
Gopimata Devi Dasi

(913) 865-5080

Maryland

Silver Spring:

Mr. & Mrs. Sankhla &
Jahnavi Devi Dasi

(301) 236-0564

Krsna Bhakta Dasa &
Vrnda Devi Dasi
(301) 384-9462

Massachusetts

Ambherst/ Northampton:

Satyanarayana Dasa or
Antima Dasa

(413) 584-9030

Quiney:

Charran Mahadeo
(Caitanya Guru Dasa)

(617) 471-7911

North Dakota
Esmond:

Randolph Schwab
(Ranga Ranjana
Dasa)

(701) 249-3233

Oregon
Portland:
Ksetra-jiia Dasa
(503) 234-8971

Pennsylvania
Norristown:
Radha Krishna
Mahajan, M. D.
(Kaivalya Dasa)
(215) 539-3221

Stroudsburg:
Dr. Shyamsundar
Mahajan
(Samika Rsi Dasa)
(717) 424-9449

Tennessee

Murfreesboro:

Nitai Gaurasundara Dasa
(Dr. Ravi Singh)

(615) 896-3425

Texas

San Antonio:

Krsna Smarana Dasa &
Krsangi Devi Dasi
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(Krishan & Kalpana
Pagalthivarthi)
(512) 641-7058

Utah

Spanish Fork:

KHON Radio (1480 AM)
(801) 798-3559

Canada

Hamilton, Ontario:

Visvakarma Dasa &
Karana Karna Devi
Dasi

(416) 545-5114

Markham, Ontario:
Prabhupada Dasa
(V. B. Sharma)
(416) 294-9431

Suriname

Paramaribo:

Purusottama Ksetra Dasa
& Candra Latika
Devi Dasi

Predralaan 1 (zystraat
Hermitage weg. )

Sweden

Visingso:

Vegavana Dasa
Tempelgarden, 560 34

Bolivia

La Paz;

ISKCON Congregation
P O. Box 12427

ISKCON centers

are all over the world. If
your city has one, you can
find it in your phone
directory under “ISKCON,”
“International Society for
Krishna Consciousness.” or
“Hare Krishna.”

For a full list, you can
write to us here at BTG.
We'll be glad to send it to
you.



Muralivadaka Dasa, Sadaputa Dasa,
Gopiparanadhana Dasa, etc. $2 per
hour of recording. Krishna Culture 1-
800-829-2579.

All the Hare Krsna movement’s music
and philosophy in audiocassettes,
videos, photographs, and literature.
An international service by the Syd-
ney Tape Ministry. Call or write for a
free catalog. Daksina Dasa, GPO
2329, Sydney 2001, Australia. Phone:
(61) 2-9582748.

Music tapes by Krsna Prema and
Mahatma: Krishna Visions volumes 1,
2, and 3, $8 each; Our Only Shelter,
Your Life Will Be Sublime, Prayers of
the Brahma Sarmhita, Prayers of the
Isopanisad, Eternal Bliss (Lokanath
Swami) $6 each. Wholesale available.
Krishna Culture 1-800-829-2579.

EDUCATION

The Bhaktivedanta School for San-
skrit Studies, working to substantiate
ISKCON’s claim to being Vedic and
Vedantic, invites your participation.
Train to be an authorized translator,
BBT editor, or gurukula Sanskrit
teacher. Help develop the school’s
brahminical asrama and its preaching
programs in the New York metropoli-
tan area. Study the works of Vaisnava
acaryas and the Vedic sasiras in their
original languages. Write: Gopi-
pardana-dhana Dasa, Box 109, Towaco,
NJ 07082.

Keep in touch with ISKCON educa-
tional programs. For a free issue of
The ISKCON Education Journal,
send your name and address to:
ISKCON Board of Education, 3764
Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA
90034.

PRrOJECTS

Programs for Bhakti-Sastri and
Preacher Training by the Vaisnava
Institute for Higher Education,
Vrndavana, India. From mid-July to

RESOURCES

——— Gita Nagari Institute ———
May 26-June 2, 1992

Gita Nagari Farm, Port Royal, Pennsylvania, Fee: $160
(Couples are encouraged to attend the Institute together.
Special price for husband and wife: $240)

Jayadvaita Swami—The Role of Vows in Krsna Consciousness
Niranjana Swami and Romapada Swami—7The Brahmacari Asrama
Varsana Swami—Siksastakam
Balabhadra Dasa (of ISCOWP)—Simple Living, High Thinking
Muralivadaka Dasa—Vaisnava Relations
Parni Bhusana Dasa—Vaisnava Theater
Ravindra Svartipa Dasa—Param Satya (Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.1.1.)
Suresvara Dasa—Bhagavad-gita (Chapters 6-12)
Visnurata Dasa—Vaisnava Music
Vraja Vihari Dasa—Studying Srimad-Bhagavatam
Yadurani Devi Dasi, Ragatmika Devi Dasi, and Kamalini Devi Dasi—
Behavior for Devotee Women
Yamuna Devi—Vaisnava Cooking

Everyone is welcome!

If you plan to attend, please contact:
Romapada Swami, 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, NY 11217
Phone: (718) 624-8614
You'll receive a reply telling you the course descriptions,
recommended advance reading, and other information.

Next session: August 29-September 4, 1992.
See the next issue of BTG for more information.

the end of December, 1992. Six
months of instruction in preaching
(lecturing, debate, logic, and philo-
sophical issues that arise while
preaching), the Bhakti-Sastri Degree
books (Bhagavad-gita, The Nectar of
Devotion, The Nectar of Instruction,
and Sri ISopanisad), Vaisnava eti-
quette, and memorizing slokas. Stu-
dents will also attend VIHE' regular
courses during the Karttika semester
in Vrndavana. US$325 for room,

board, and course materials. To apply,

or for more information, write to
VIHE, Krishna Balaram Mandir,
Raman Reti, Vrindaban, District
Mathura, U.P. 281124, India.

| Padayatra America invites all. Join
| the ecstatic “Every Town and Village”

campaign. Donations accepted. For

; information write to: Padayatra
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America, PO. Box 3991, La Mesa,
CA 91944-3991. Phone: (619) 461-
2594. Fax: (619) 463-0168.

Cultural Institute for Vedic Arts
(CIVA) produces picture books and
illustrative comics in graphic novel
style—all directly based on Prabhu-
pada’s books. Assistance needed. All
positions available: writers, editors,
artists, ete. Contact Yadurani Dasi,
305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, NY

11217. Phone: (718) 858-9459.

Teacher training in Vrndavana, India,
July 15—-early November 1992. By the
Vaisnava Institute for Higher Educa-
tion, in cooperation with the Bhakti-
vedanta Swami International Guru-
kula. Instructor: Bhoirijana Dasa.
Students will learn theory, observe
experienced teachers, and get practi-



cal teaching experience. Tuition (not
including room and board) US$250.
For more information, write to VIHE,
Krishna Balaram Mandir, Raman
Reti, Vrindaban, Dist. Mathura, U.P.
281124, India.

GENERAL

Visit a Hare Krsna temple near you.
Take advantage of the spiritual pro-
grams that go on every morning and
evening and the special festival—with
a sumptuous feast—every Sunday.
Call ahead for the specific schedule at
your temple.

Incense Sale! (Wholesale from $.50/
pack and $16/kilo) Rose, Mogra, Nag
Champa, Khus, Kewara, Agar Amber,
Rasalila, Rama Lila, Keshar Chandan
$1/pack, $5/quarter kilo, $18/kilo;
Special Floral, Krishna Raja, Shyam,
Super Sandalwood $1.25/pack, $7/
quarter kilo, $26/kilo. Krishna Culture
1-800-829-25709.

Gita Nagari Retreats

Port Royal, Pennsylvania

Like to learn more about Krsna
consciousness and how you can
applyittoyourlife? Like tospend
a few days with other devotees
of Krsna in a quiet, peaceful set-
ting, away from the pressures of
modern life?

Spend a weekend in Gita
Nagari—"The village where the
teachings of the Gita are lived.”
It’s in rural Pennsylvania, about
one hour northwest of Harris-
burg.

1992 Retreats

May 23-25
July 3-5
September 5-7
November 27-29

To register, or for more informa-
tion, contact Romapada Swami,
305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn,
NY 11217. Phone: (718) 624-8614.

RESOURCES

Skilled mason. I'd like to use my
masonry skills to help build temples
for Lord Caitanya and Srila Prabhu-
pada, especially where Deities do not
have proper facilities. Also, anyone
who is skilled in construction and has
a similar desire, feel free to write.
Ishwara Nadler, c¢/o ISKCON, HC 01,
Box 8440, Gurabo, Puerto Rico
00778. Phone: (809) 737-5222.

The Festival
Of India!

¢ Enlightening Exhibits
» Dramatic, exciting Vedic dance
e Educational /eultural programs
e Delicious Krsna prasdadam
e Ecstatic kirtanas and bhajanas

i . :
Don’t miss
|

|

|

Live in ISKCON. All [ISKCON
temples offer programs that give you
the opportunity to practice Krsna

| consciousness in the company of
devotees. You can stay for, say, a week |
or a month and learn spiritual prac-
tices you can carry with you when you
return home. Or you can make
serving Krsna within ISKCON your
life’s work—the opportunities are
unlimited. Inquire from the center
nearest you.

1992 Summer Schedule

June 5-7
Atlanta Panihati Festival

June 20
New York City Rathayatra

June 26-28
Boston Rathayatra

July 3-5
Washington, D.C., Rathayatra

Start a Hare Krsna club at your
school. High school students in the
U.S. can form a Hare Krsna club if
the school allows other clubs, off the
subjects taught in the regular classes.
Find out from your school the rules
for starting a club. When you get your
Hare Krsna club off the ground, we at
BTG would be interested to hear
about it. And if your school denies
your request, let us know about that
too. Maybe we can help.

July 11-12
Montreal Rathayatra

July 18-19
Toronto Rathayatra

July 25-26
Denver Rathayatra

August 1-2
Los Angeles Rathayatra
The Governing Body Commission,
the highest ecclesiastical body guiding
ISKCON, can be reached through its
local representatives and its perma-
nent secretary. The address for the
secretary is GBC Communications
Office, P. O. Box 16146, Circus
Avenue Office, Calcutta 700 017, W.
Bengal, India.

August 9
San Francisco Rathayatra

August 15-16
Vancouver Rathayatra

August 21
Vancouver Janmastami

Watch Back to Godhead for sche-
dule changes. To bring the Festival
of India to your city, contact:

| Artists, writers, and photographers,
you can use your talent in Krsna’s
service by contributing to Back to
Godhead. We're looking for input
from devotees from all over the
| world. To learn more about how you
! can contribute your talent, write to
| BTG, P. O. Box 90946, San Diego,
| CA 92169.

The Festival of India
P. O. Box 801
Spanish Fork, UT 84660
(801) 423-2826
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The Hare Krsna Calendar

Month of Madhusudana (April 17-May 16)
MAY

2— Appearance anniversary of Srila Gadadhara Pandita,
one of Lord Caitanya’s principal associates.

5—Beginning of Candana Yatra, the festival of anointing
Lord Jagannatha with sandalwood pulp for twenty-one
days.

11—Appearance anniversary of Srimati Sita Devi, the
consort of Lord Ramacandra. Appearance anniversary of
Srimati Jahnava Devi, the consort of Lord Nityananda
Prabhu. Disappearance anniversary of Srila Madhu
Pandita, a great devotee of Lord Caitanya.

12—Mohini Ekadasi. Fasting from grains and beans.

14—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Jayananda Pra-
bhu, a dedicated follower of Srila Prabhupada who helped
him bring the Rathayatra festival to the Western world.

15—Nrsimmha Caturdasi, the appearance anniversary of
Lord Nrsimmhadeva, Lord Krsna’s half-man, half-lion
incarnation. Fasting till noon, followed by feasting.

16—Appearance anniversary of Srila Madhavendra Puri,
the spiritual master of Lord Caitanya’s spiritual master.
Appearance anniversary of Srila Srinivasa Acar ya, a fol-
lower of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana. Disappearance
anniversary of Srila Paramesvara Puri, an associate of
Lord Caitanya.

Month of Trivikrama (May 17-June 15)

21—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Ramananda Raya,

an intimate associate of Lord Caitanya.

28—Apara Ekadasi. Fasting from grains and beans.

29— Appearance anniversary of Srila Vrndavana Dasa
Thakura, the author of Sri Caitanya-bhagavata, a biogra-

phy of Lord Caitanya.

JUNE

10—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Baladeva Vidya-
bhiisana, a prominent spiritual master in the Gaudiya

Calendar calculated for Sridham Mayapur, West Bengal,
India. Dates may vary for other locations. Consult your
local Hare Krsna temple for the exact dates for your area.

Vaisnava sampradaya (disciplic succession), and the author
of Govinda Bhasya, an important commentary on the
Vedanta-siitra. Appearance anniversary of Srimati Ganga-
mata Gosvamini, a prominent woman spiritual master in
the Gaudiya Vaisnava sampradaya.

11—Bhima Nirjala Ekadasi. Fasting from grains and
beans.

13—Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami's chipped-rice-and-
yogurt festival at Panihati.

15—Snana Yatra, the bathing festival of Lord Jagannatha.
Disappearance anniversary of Srila Mukunda Datta and
Sridhara Pandita, two great devotees of Lord Caitanya.

Month of Vamana (June 16-July 14)

25—Disappearance anniversary of Sri Srivasa Pandita, one
of the principal associates of Lord Caitanya.

27—Yogini Ekadasi. Fasting from grains and beans.

30—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Gadadhara
Pandita, one of the principal associates of Lord Caitanya.
Also, disappearance anniversary of Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura. Fasting till noon, then feasting.

JULY

1—Gundica-marjana. Festival of cleansing the Gundica
temple in Jagannatha Puri, India.

2—Lord Jagannatha’s Rathayatra in Jagannatha Puri.
Also, disappearance anniversary of Srila Svariipa Damo-
dara and Srila Sivananda Sena, intimate associates of Lord
Caitanya.

IG—Sayzlnﬁ Ekadasi. Fasting from grains and beans.

14—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Sanatana Go-
svami, one of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana. First month
of Caturmasya begins (fasting from green leafy
vegetables).

Month of Sridhara (July 15—August 13)

20—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Gopila Bhatta
Gosvami, one of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

| 23—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Lokanatha

Gosvami, a great devotee of Lord Caitanya.
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Major Legal Developments
Impact ISKCON's Future

ANUARY 1992 was a crucial month

for legal developments impacting

ISKCON’s future. On January 10
the United States Supreme Court
granted review of ISKCON v. Lee in a
case involving the right of ISKCON
members to distribute religious litera-
ture and receive voluntary donations in
the terminals of the New York metro-
politan airport. Then, on January 30,
the California Courtof Appeal reversed
the punitive damages awarded to Mar-
cia George in George v. [SKCON and
remanded the case to the lower court
for a new trial.

ISKCON v. Lee

The right of ISKCON members to
sell religious books in the public spaces
of airport terminals has been solidly
established for more than two decades.
In February 1990 the Second Circuit
Court of Appeals ruled that airport ter-
minals were not a public forum pre-
sumed to be available for free speech
activities, and that while the distribution
of religious literature could not be pro-
hibited, the solicitation of donations
could. The court acknowledged that
although it had originally intended to
rule in [ISKCON’s favor, an intervening
opinion in a United States Supreme
Court case involving suburban postal
sidewalks “altered public forum” analy-
sis. And so, despite the vast similarities
between airport terminals and a “bus-
tlingmetropolitan boulevard,” the court
was compelled to uphold the ban on
solicitations.

In its opening brief, filed on Febru-
ary 18, ISKCON argued that “modern
airport terminals mirror the cities they
serve, with spacious pedestrian walk-
ways lined by a surprisingly varied array
ofshops and services aimed at attracting
travelers and nontravelers alike.” After
examining the history of transportation
terminals, and how such areas as wharfs,
trainstations, and even Ellis Island were
frequented by religious colporteursand

missionaries, the brief concluded that |

“history and experience demonstrate |

that airline terminals are important and
appropriate fora for expression.”

ISKCON is being supported in its
efforts by an unprecedented array of
organizations committed to freedom of
speech and religion in public facilities
such as airports. A group of major news-
paper organizations, led by Gannett
Satellite Information Network (U. S. A.
Today), The New York Times Company,
The Washington Post, and The Ameri-
can Newspaper Publishers Association,
is filing “friend of the court” briefs, as
are numerous religious, civil rights,
and civic organizations, including The
American Tract Society, the AFL-CIO,
The American Jewish Congress, The
Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs, The Catholic League for Reli-
gious and Civil Rights, The Christian
Legal Society, The National Association
of Evangelicals, The National Council
of Churches of Christin the U.S.A., The
American Civil Liberties Union, People
for the American Way, Project Vote,
Concerned Women of America, The
Free Congress Foundation, and others.

The case isscheduled to be argued in
Washington, D. C., on March 25, 1992,
and an opinion is expected by the end
of June 1992.

George v. ISKCON

In another important victory, the
court ofappealin San Diego overturned
$2.5 million in punitive damages
awarded to Marcia George for libel and
intentional infliction of emotional dis-
tress and ordered a new trial on dam-
ages. In a 3-0ruling, however, the court
left intact $485,000 in compensatory
damages awarded to Marcia George
and her daughter, Robin. With interest,
this exceeds $900,000.

In overturning the punitive dam-
ages award, which in April 1991 the
U. S. Supreme Court had ordered the
court of appeal to reconsider, the court
stated that evidence of a defendant’s
net worth—absent in this case—is an
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essential element of an award of punitive
damages. The court of appeal also ob-
served that the impact a punitive dam-
ages award will have on “innocent third
parties,” such as members of the congre-
gation, donors, and devotees having no
involvement with the objectionable
conduct, must also be considered. As
stated by the court, “Onretrial, the only
issue for the jury to determine is the
amount of punitive damages necessary
to punish and deter defendants without
financially destroying them.”

While ISKCON is pleased that, at
least for the time being, it appears that
its temple buildings in Los Angeles,
New York, New Orleans, San Diego,
and Laguna Beach have been saved,
substantial risks remain. The Georges
have repeatedly vowed to “fight to the
death,” or at least until ISKCON’s
templesare closed down. Marcia George
has also promised to contribute a sub-
stantial amount of any money she re-
“anti-cult” movement.
Moreover, the case must be re-tried in
Santa Ana, California, a conservative
venue that once before revealed its pre-
judice toward ISKCON by awarding
$32.7 million in damages to the Georges.
Fortunately, that award was thrown out
by a higher court.

ISKCON, therefore, intends to
appeal the underlying judgment to the
California Supreme Courtand, if neces-
sary, the U.S. Supreme Court. While
certain mistakes may have been made
inassisting Robin George in her decision
to become a full-time devotee by helping
her hide from her parents, no ill-will or
harm was intended. So it’s difficult to
fathom, not to speak of accept, an award
of even $1 million, which would still
require the sale of many properties being
used in Krsna's service.

By March or April this year the
California Supreme Court will decide
whether it intends to hear appeals by
either ISKCON or the Georges.
Amarendra Dasa
ISKCON Office of Legal Affairs




oin the Voyage Back to Godhead

The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Sri Krsna, is inviting us to return
home and serve Him in a loving mood, eternally. This eternal loving service
to the Supreme Lord is called bhakii-yoga.

If you're newly interested, Back to Godhead magazine will get you started in
this sublime yoga practice. If you're already acquainted with bhakii, Back to
Godhead will enhance and deepen your T R T 5 =
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Festival of India & Rathayatra
Is Coming to Town!

1992 Summer Schedule

June 5-7
June 20
June 26-28
July 3-5
July 10-12
July 18, 19
July 25, 26
August 1, 2
August 9
August 15,16
August 21

Panihati Festival—Atlanta
Rathayatra—New York
Rathayatra—Boston
Rathayatra—Washington D.C.
Rathayatra—Montreal
Rathayatra—Toronto

Rath ajfé tra—Denver
Rathayatra—Los Angeles
Rathayatra—San Francisco
Rathayatra—Vancouver
Janmastami—Vancouver

Call or write for more information:
Festival of India, P. O. Box 801, Spanish Fork, Utah
84660, U. S. A. / Phone: (801) 423-2826

From our 1991 summer tour, Festival of India presents

Bangladesh Bhajans

Now you can bring
ecstatic Bengali bhajans
into your own home!

Festival of India

P. O. Box 801, Spanish Fork UT 84660, U. S. A.

Enclosed is $ for
at $23 each*.

sets of Bangladesh Bhajans

Name

Address

City
State/County/Province
Zip/Postal Code

Country

*Price includes shipping in U. 8. A. For airmail please add: in Canada 10%
in Europe 30%:; in Australia and the Far East 50%.

Bangladesh Bhajan Troupe—From left toright: Nityananda Prana, Samir
Kirtana, Sanjay, and Pijush in front of the Festi
Guhya Diasa and his wife Janaki Devi Dasi.

O n four 60-minute stereo cassettes, Krsna Kirtana and Nitya-
nanda Prana Prabhus take you to the spiritual world with their
sweet bhajans. This is the tape set you've been waiting for!
Krsna Kirtanais world-famous for his bhajans, and Nityananda
Prana has been playing mrdanga more than 47 years. Bring
the m mto your home for just $23 perset (including a handsome




