Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
founder-acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to America
in 1965, at age sixty-nine, to fulfill
his spiritual master’s request that
he teach the science of Krsna
consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world. In a
dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation
and commentary on India’s Vedic
literature, and these are now
standard in universities
worldwide. Meanwhile, traveling
almost nonstop, Stila Prabhupada
molded his international society
into a worldwide confederation of
dsramas, schools, temples, and
farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in Vrndavana, India,
the place most sacred to Lord
Krsna. His disciples are carrying
forward the movement he started.

ISTUL Y00g BIUTPAANARYH LG

BACK TO GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
International Society for Krishna Consciousness. part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).
When Srila Prabhupada began the Society (in New
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes
he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

4. To teach and encourage the sarkirtana
movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of

1. To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge Lord $11 Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
to society at large and to educate all peoples in the 5. To erect for the members and for society at large
techniques of spiritual life in order to check the a holy place of transcendental pastimes
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

Soiyancpeace iitheworld, 6. To bring the members closer together for the

2. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re- purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam. of life.

3. To bring the members of the Society together 7. With a view toward achieving the aforementioned
with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,

entity, thus developing the idea within the books, and other writings.
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All religious scriptures prescribe pious acts,
but pious acts alone aren’t enough for liberation.

PURIFICATION
BEYOND RITUAL

A lecture at Kumbha-mela in Allahabad, India, on January 16, 1971 b
by HIS DIVINE GRACE A. C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

Founder-Acdrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness
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na nigkrtair uditair brahma-vadibhis
tatha visuddhyaty aghavan vratadibhih
yatha harer nama-padair udahrtais
tad uttamasloka-gunopalambhakam

“By following the Vedic ritualistic cer-
emonies or undergoing atonement, sinful
men do not become as purified as by
chanting once the holy name of Lord
Hari. Although ritualistic atonement may
free one from sinful reactions, it does not
awaken devotional service, unlike the
chanting of the Lord’s holy names, which
reminds one of the Lord’s fame, qualities,
attributes, pastimes, and paraphernalia.”

(Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.2.11)

here are twenty kinds of ritualistic re-
ligious scripture, out of which Manu-
sarhhitd is considered to be the greatest.
These scriptures prescribe many methods

for getting oneself released from the re-
action of sinful activities.

Anyone whoisengaged in karmais per-
forming sinful activities. A karmr is one
who is working for his own benefit. Every-
one is working so hard not for others’
benefitbutforhis personal benefit. Thatis
called karma. And whenever you perform
karma for your personal interest, there
must be some sinful activity. Therefore
every karmf is a sinful man. This is the
clear understanding. No karmi can live
without being sinful.

Therefore how can one work and avoid
sin? Take the example of the government.
The government gives you license, say, for
business. Every businessman is given
some license: the municipality gives a li-
cense; the sales tax department gives a
license. There are so many rules for ob-
taininglicenses thatabusinessman hasto

Amid attentive disciples, Srila Prabhupada lec-
tures at the 1977 Kumbha-mela in Allahabad.

follow. There are rules and regulations be-
cause all these departments know it very
well thatanybusinessman orkarmiissure
to commit sinful activities. Therefore
there are so many regulations just to stop
him as far as possible from sinful activi-
ties. Similarly, there are twenty kinds of
dharma-$astra, which tell how one can live
faithfully and religiously. The directions
are there in the scriptures written by
Parasara, Manu, and many other sages.

So therefore it is said here, na niskr-
tair uditair brahma-vadibhih. Brahma-vadi
means those who are trying to lead per-
sonstorealize Brahman. The whole direc-
tion of the Vedic injunctions is to lead us
to understand this point: “I am not this
material body; I am spirit soul.” And in
order to understand this factual position,
there are so many directions in the
dharma-$astra, or religious scriptures.

You'll find in a later chapter of this
volume of Srimad-Bhagavatam that Yama-
raja will say, dharmam tu saksad bhagavat-
pranitam: “Originally, the regulator of
religious principles is the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead.” Therefore Krsna is
sometimes addressed as dharma-setu. Setu
means bridge. We have to cross over. The
whole planisthatwe havetocross overthe
ocean of nescience in which we are now
situated. The material existence is an
ocean of nescience, and one has to cross
over it. Then one gets real life.

This present life is not real life. People
are so foolish. They do not take it very seri-
ously because they do not know that they
are eternal. That is ignorance. Bhagavad-
gita begins from the knowledge that the
living soul is eternal: na hanyate hanya-
mdne Sarire. But people are in ignorance.
Theytakeitas a matter of fact that thislife,
thisbody,isallin all; and after death there
is no more body, so who cares for sinful
activities? Thatis anotherignorance. And
inorderto give them direction, there are so
many religious scriptures.

Therefore it is said, dharmena hinah
pasubhih samanah: “Ifoneis not following
the principles of religious scriptures, one
is no better than an animal.” It doesn’t
matter whether it is Hindu religion or
Christian religion or Muslim religion. It
doesn’t matter. But a civilized human
being must follow some religious princi-
ples. That is the aim of human life. And
anyone who does not follow any religious
scripture is simply an animal. That is the
position of the present world. We may
claim tobe Hindu or Muslim or Christian,
but nobody cares for religion. They are
simply karmis. Therefore they are all
sinful.

Now, here the Visnudata says, “The
directions given in the religious scriptures
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to get out of the reactions of sinful
activities are not sufficient.” For example,
in the Christian religion there is the direc-
tionthatifanyoneissinful he should goto
a priest and confess that “I have commit-
ted these things.” And if the priest, who is
supposed to be a representative of God or
Christ, excuses the sinner because of his
confession, then the sinful activities be-
come null and void. But this verse says
that this direction cannot purify the sinful
man because the same man who has con-
fessed that “I have committed these sins”
comes out of the church and again com-
mits the same sins. Therefore he is not
purified.

This is not only in the Christian reli-
gion. In every religion there are some pre-
scribed methods for purification. Because
it is accepted that every man is sinful,
therefore in religious scriptures there are
certain methods of purification. But here
the Visnudota says that these prescribed
methods, although they are authorized,
cannot purify the heart of the follower of
that religion.

You can see also in the Hindu and Mus-
lim religions that even if they perform the
ritualistic ceremonies, they do not cease
from committing sins. They are justlike a
rascal patient. He goes to the physician,
who gives him some medicine and some
direction. The physician says, “You take
this medicine. Do not do this. Do not eat
so many things. You eat like this.” So the
patient takes the medicine, and for the
time being he follows. But again he com-
mits the same mistake, and again he goes
to the physician—"“Doctor, please give me
medicine.” This is going on. So this kind
of treatment is not- accepted by the
Visnudita.

Therefore it is said here, “Such pre-
scriptions for performing ritualistic cer-
emonies are not sufficient to purify a
person.” But if one chants the holy name
of God, the Hare Krsna mantra, once only,
one is purified. The purification of chant-
ing harer-nama [the name of Hari, or
Krsna] is that as soon as you chant the
holy name of Krsna, immediately you will
see the form of Krsna, you will realize the
qualities of Krsna, and you will remember
the pastimes of Krsna. That is the result of
pure chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra.

Srila Jiva Gosvami has said thata pure
devotee who chants the Hare Krsna man-
traexperiencesimmediately Krsna’s name,
form, qualities, pastimes, and so on. Sim-
ply by chanting Krsna’s name, you will
feel the form of Krsna: “Here is Krsna.
Here are His qualities. Oh, Krsna is so
qualified. Heis so kind. He is so magnani-
mous.” You will remember so many of His
qualities. Then you'll remember His pas-
times: “Oh, Krsna instructed Arjuna.
Krsna played with His cowherd boys.
Krsna had very nice talks with the gopis
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and with His mother, Yasoda.” These
things will be remembered.

This is the factual perfection of chant-
ing. Although Ajamila became fallen in
later age, in his early life he was a
brahmacari |[celibate student]. He was
being trained by his father, and he knew
the pastimes, the form, the names of
Narayana. But by bad association, for the
time being he forgot. Then as soon as he
chanted the name of Narayana, he re-
membered all these—Nardyana’s form,
pastimes, and so on. Therefore he was
saved. Try to understand this.

One should knowthat offenseless chant-
ing means remembering the form of
Krsna. Therefore Mayavadis, those who
are impersonalists, cannot think of the
form of the Lord, nor of His pastimes.
They do not believe in the pastimes of the
Lord. They think these pastimes are maya
[illusion]. Krsna’s transcendental pas-

One who is
offenselessly
chanting the Hare
Krsna mantra will
always remember
Krsna’s form,
Krsna's pastimes,
Krsna’s qualities,
Krsna’s entourage,
and that remem-
bering will make
him liberated.

times—they think they are maya. Because
they are impersonalists, they think His
form is maya. Therefore Krsna says, jan-
ma karma ca me divyam: “My birth and
activities are transcendental.” The rascals
cannot understand the activities and pas-
times of Krsna. They think they are maya.
But they are divyam, transcendental, not
of this material nature. Krsna-lild is not of
the material nature. Krsna says that any-
one who knows this factually, in truth, he
only is immediately liberated.

Here it is said that simply by chanting
“Nardyana, Narayana,” if immediately
you remember the nature of the form of
Krsna, the nature of His pastimes, the
nature of His entourage, then you imme-
diately become liberated. That is con-
firmed in the Bhagavad-gita:

Jjanma karma ca me divyam
evam yo vetti tattvatah

tyaktva dehari punar janma
naiti mam eti so ‘rjuna

“One who knows the transcendental na-
ture of My appearance and activities does
not, upon leaving the body, take his birth
again in this material world, but attains
My eternal abode, O Arjuna.”

Therefore chanting is so easy and sub-
lime. One who is offenselessly chanting
the Hare Krsna mantra will always re-
member Krsna's form, Krsna’s pastimes,
Krsna’s qualities, Krsna’'s entourage. He
will remember all these things, and that
remembering will make him liberated. By
offenseless chanting one is liberated.

We should therefore be very careful not
to commit offenses. So long as you chant
the Hare Krsna mantra, you remain liber-
ated. Actually, Srila Rapa Gosvami has
said that chanting is possible only by the
liberated soul: ayi mukta-kulair upasya-
manam. When Riipa Gosvami glorifies
the holy name, he says, mukta-kulair
upasya: “Those who are liberated can
chant the pure holy name of the Lord.”
And Pariksit Maharaja also has stated in
the Srimad-Bhagavatam, nivrita-tarsair
upagiyamandt: “The holy name of Krsna
canbe chanted by persons who are nivrtta-
tarsaih.” Nivrtta means those who have
completely ceased from material desire.
They can chant. The holy name of God,
Krsna, canbe chanted by persons who are
completelyliberated from all kinds of ma-
terial desire. Thatis the pure stage of devo-
tional service.

Srila Rapa Gosvami states,

anyabhilasita-sianyam
JjAana-karmady-anavrtam

anukilyena krsnanu-
Silanam bhaktir uttama

“One who has become completely freed
from all kinds of material desires can en-
gage in pure devotional service.” JAiana,
the cultivation of knowledge, and karma,
the cultivation of pious activities, are also
on the material field. To become very
pious does not mean that one is liberated.
A good man is also a conditioned soul. He
is bound up by his good condition. A
brahmana, for example, has acquired
good qualities, butthatdoes not meanthat
he is a devotee. You will find many good
men, but you will rarely find a pure devo-
tee. So a good man is not necessarily a
devotee. Try to distinguish. A good man is
good for this material existence, but a

devotee is different from a good man.
For example, Arjuna was engaged in
killing. People may think, “Oh, Arjuna is
not a very good man: he is killing his
grandfather; heiskilling his nephews and
devastating the whole family. Oh, he is
not a good man.” Sometimes people
(continued on page 20)
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HARE KRSNA, HARE KRSNA, KRSNA KRSNA, HARE HARE
HARE RAMA, HARE RAMA, RAMA RAMA, HARE HARE

D ue to our manipulation of material in real happiness. As our consciousness is
activities, a great deal of dust has col- purified by this process of chanting Hare
lected over our mind's clear mirror, and as a Krsna, all our material miseries will disap-
consequence we are unable to see things in pear. There is a fire that is always blazing
perspective. This vibration of transcendental over this material world, and everyone is try-

sound (the Hare Krsna mantra) will cleanse ing to extinguish it, but there is no possibility
away this dust and enable us to see clearly of extinguishing this fire of the miseries of
our real constitutional position. As soon as material nature unless we are situated in our
we come to understand “l am not this body; |  pure consciousness, in our spiritual life.

am spirit soul, and my symptom is conscious- —His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta

ness,” we will be able to establish ourselves Swami Prabhupada




THE ORIGIN OF

KUMBHA
MELA

Millions of years ago, the most powerful
beings in the universe, inspired by the Supreme Lord,
united to perform an astounding feat.

by LOKANATHA SWAMI

Assuming the form
of a giant tortoise,
Lord Visnu (far
right) acts as a
pivot for Mandara
Mountain, which is
being used as a
churning rod by the
demigods and
demons as they
churn the ocean of
milk. At right,
displaying his
compassion for all
]iving entities, Lord
iva drinks the
poison that was the
first product of

the churning,
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he Srimad-Bhagavatam relates how,

many millions of years ago in the
heavenly planets of this universe, a fierce
battle for supremacy was raging between
the devas (demigods) and the asuras (de-
mons). The demons were headed by Bali
Maharaja, a descendant of the great de-
moniac king Hiranyaka$ipu. Lord Indra,
the king of the demigods, had committed
an offense against the great sage Durvasa
Muni, who then cursed the demigods to
become poverty-stricken. The demigods
became bereft of all influence and
strength, their lives lost all auspicious-
ness, and in due course they were defeated
by the asuras. The demigods then ap-
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pealed to Lord Visnu for help.

The Supreme Personality of Godhead
told them to make a truce with the de-
mons. The Lord suggested that they work
together tochurn the ocean of milk to pro-
duce the nectar of immortality, which
could be distributed equally among the
devas and asuras.

Lord Visnu always protects the righ-
teous demigods, and He wanted to stop
the demons from expanding their in-
fluence all over the creation. Lord Visnu
told the demigods to follow the logic of the
snake and the mouse in dealing with the
demons. A snake and a mouse were once
caught in a basket. The snake said to the

mouse, “Look, I could eat you very easily,
butit’s more important for me to get out of
this basket. So why don’t you make a hole
so that we can both escape?” The mouse
agreed and started working. Butassoon as
the hole was big enough, the snake ate the
mouse and came out of the basket.

The Lord had no intention of giving the
nectar to the demons, because they were
crooked and troublesome, and to distrib-
ute the nectar to such persons would be
unwise.

“There are two kinds of created beings,”
Lord Krsna says in the Bhagavad-gita.
“One is called divine and the other de-
moniac.” Srila Prabhupada comments

that those who are born with divine
qualities follow the injunctions of the
scriptures and obey the Lord and His rep-
resentatives, whereas others act accord-
ing to their whims to satisfy their own
Senses.

Following the instructions of Lord
Visnu, the demigods approached the
leaders of the demons, and an agreement
was reached, after which they all left for
the ocean of milk to start the churning.
Lord Visnu helped them by carrying
Mandara Mountain on the back of Ga-
ruda, His eagle carrier. When they arrived
at the ocean of milk, He placed the moun-
tain in the middle of it. The mountain was
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to be used as a churning rod. Then
Garuda, because of his enmity toward
snakes, was requested to leave so that
Vasuki, who is honored by the devas as
Nagaraja, “the kingofthe serpents,” could
come and be used as a churning rope.

The demons insisted that they should
hold the front part of the snake during the
churning, while the devas, on the encour-
agement of Lord Visnu, held its tail. As
they began pulling the “rope” to produce
nectar, smoke and blazing fire emanated
from Vasuki’s many mouths, causing
great suffering for the asuras.

As the demons and demigods contin-
ued churning, the huge Mandara Moun-
tain began sinking into the ocean of milk
because it was without support. The Lord
then took the form of a tortoise, entered
the ocean, and held the mountain on His
back to allow the churning to continue. It
is described in the Srimad-Bhagavatam
that the tortoise, known as Kuarma-
avatara, accepted the turning of the
mountain to scratch His back and thus
felt a pleasing sensation.

The churning of the ocean first pro-
duced a poison that spread in all direc-
tions. The demigods became afraid and
sought the shelter of Lord Siva. Being
compassionate, Lord Siva gathered the
poison in his palms and drank it. He held
it in his throat, and his neck became
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Emerging from the ocean of milk, Lord Dhanvantari brings forth the jug of immortal nectar.

ALLAHABAD’S TRIVENI-SANGAM

ALLAHABAD, one of the major cities
of Uttar Pradesh, the largest state in
India, is situated at the confluence of
three sacred rivers: the Ganges, the
Yamuna, and the Sarasvati. The present
name of the city was given by Emperor
Akbar. It means “the city of Allah.” In
Vedic literature this city is known as
Prayaga or Prayaga Raja. Praydga refers
to a place at the confluence of sacred
rivers where great sacrifices are held.
There are fourteen praydgas on the
Ganges, and Prayaga Raja, “the king of
confluences,” is the most important.
The Mahabharata relates that Lord
Brahma once performed an elaborate
sacrifice at Prayaga Raja.

The Ganges, the Yamuna, and the
Sarasvati rivers manifest on this planet
at the top of the Himalayan range. Only
the Ganges and the Yamuna are visible
at Allahabad. For ordinary persons, the
Sarasvati is not visible. The personi-
fication of the Sarasvati River is the
daughter of Lord Brahma, Sarasvati, or
Vidyadevi, by whose blessings one gets
vidyd, or knowledge. In previous ages
the entire course of the Sarasvati was
visible, but because of the influence of
Kali-yuga, it has become subterranean.
It can still be seen in the Himalayas,
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flowing for about a hundred kilometers
before it goes underground. Although
the Sarasvati River is not visible at
Allahabad, it is understood that she is
present there as the transcendental
sound that flows from the mouths of the
many saints who attend the Kumbha-
mela to deliver spiritual knowledge for
the benefit of the pilgrims.

The Yamuna, whose personification
is the daughter of the sun-god, is
considered to be one of the seven
branches of the Ganges and is very
intimately connected with Krsna’s
pastimes in Vrndavana. Her bluish
color resembles Krsna's complexion.

The Ganges emanates from the lotus
feet of the Lord and flows through all
the planetary systems. She was formerly
only in the heavenly regions, but a king
named Bhagiratha requested her to
descend to earth to liberate his sixty
thousand ancestors. The Ganges
agreed, being pleased by the king’s
severe penances. In the Bhagavad-gita
Lord Krsna says, srotasam asmi jahnavi:
“Of flowing rivers, I am the Ganges.”

There are hundreds and thousands of
places of pilgrimage on the banks of
these sacred rivers, whose waters are
considered to be immortal nectar.

marked with a bluish line, which is now
considered an ornament of Lord Siva,
who is known as Nilakantha, “one who
has a bluish neck.”

While Lord Siva was drinking the
poison, some of it fell from his hands. Va-
rious plants, scorpions, cobras, and simi-
lar creatures drank those drops of poison
and thus acquired their venom.

After the poison, different opulent
items were produced, and these were dis-
tributed among the members of the two
churning parties. First a surabhi cow ap-
peared, and she was taken by the great
sages. A white horse named Uccaihs$rava
was produced, and it was taken by Bali
Maharaja. When Airavata, the king of ele-
phants, was generated, Indra took it for
himself. The Kaustubha-mani, the most
valuable gem, appeared and was offered
to Lord Visnu to decorate His chest. Then
came the Parijata tree, which was offered
to the devas.

Next the apsaras, beautiful women dan-
cers who entertain in the courts of the
demigods, were produced, followed by
Laksmi, the goddess of fortune, who pre-
ferred to become the consort of Lord
Visnu. Then came Varuni, the goddess of
liquor, and the demons took possession
of her. The ocean also produced Bala-
candra, the crescent moon. Because of its
cooling effect, Balacandra was offered to



Lord Siva to wear on his head, since he
was feeling dizzy from having drunk the
poison. Then a conch shell named Pafica-
janya and a bow named Haridhanu (“the
bowofHari”) appeared and were taken by
Lord Visnu.

Finally, a very wonderful male person
appeared. His name was Dhanvantari. In
his hands he carried the amrta-kumbha, a
jug filled to the brim with nectar. Before
the appearance of the nectar, for which
the demons and demigods had been
working so hard, there had been no dis-
putes. But upon seeing Dhanvantari
holding the jug of nectar, their most cher-
ished object, they all lost self-control
and patience. The demons immediately
snatched the pot away by force, and a fight
ensued.

According the Skanda Purana, at one
point during the fight, Jayanta, the son of
Indra, took the pitcher and ran away
toward the heavenly planets. The demons
followed him there, and the fierce fighting
continued.

From time to time, over a period of
twelve days of fighting, some of the nectar
was spilled, and it fell on four places on
earth: Nasika, in Maharashtra; Ujjain, in
Madhya Pradesh; and Haridwar and
Allahabad, in Uttar Pradesh. A day in
heaven equals one year on earth. There-
fore, to commemorate the auspicious
dropping of the nectar on earth, festivals,
or meldas, are held at each of these sites
once every twelve years. (e.g., Allahabad
1977, Nasika 1980, Ujjain 1983, Haridwar
1986, Allahabad 1989, etc.). The same nec-
tar still comes to these sites during certain
planetary configurations. Even today mil-
lions of people come to partake of this
nectar, or amrta, to become immortal by
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Rahu begins drinking the nectar, but before it
gets past his mouth, he is beheaded by the
razor-sharp disc of Lord Visnu in His female
form as Mohini-maurti.

NOTABLE PILGRIMS

ALLAHABAD has been visited in every
age by either the Lord Himself or His
pure devotees, making this holy place
significantly holier. During Tretd-yuga,
Lord Ramacandra, Laksmana, and
Sitadevi spent some time at Bharad-
vaja Muni’s dsrama near the Triveni-
sangam (the confluence of the three
rivers). This was the first place Lord
Rama visited after departing from His
capital, Ayodhya, to enter into exile.

It is not recorded whether or not Lord
Krsna visited Prayaga during Dvapara-
yuga. But His intimate devotees the five
Pandavas (Yudhisthira, Arjuna, Bhima,
Nakula, and Sahadeva) spent some
time there. Their visit to Prayaga is
mentioned in the Vanaparva section of
the Mahabharata, which deals with their
pastimes while in exile in the forest.

Apg)roximately five hundred years
ago, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu visited
Allahabad and on ten successive days
bathed in the Triveni-sangam. His visit
is described in the Caitanya-caritdmrta.
He was there during the yearly Magha-
mela. When the Lord went to see the
temple of Bindhu Madhava, He was
followed by thousands of people, all
hankering for His association. It is
mentioned in the Caitanya-caritamrta
that although the river was low at that
time and therefore could not flood
Allahabad, $ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
inundated the whole area with the
waves of the chanting of the holy names

bathingintheholyriversanddrinkingthe
sacred water. At Nasik, the pilgrims bathe
in the Godavari River; at Ujjain, in the
Ksipra; at Haridwar, in the Ganges; and at
Allahabad, in the confluence of the Gan-
ges, Yamuna, and Sarasvati.

The asuras finally defeated the devas
and carried off the pot of nectar, leaving
thedevas morose. The Lord told them, “Do
notbeaggrieved. ByMyownenergyIshall
bewilder the demonsby creating a quarrel
between them. In this way I shall fulfill
your desire to have the nectar.”

Soon after, the demons began quarrel-
ingamongthemselves over who would get
to drink the nectar first. While they were
fighting, Lord Visnu assumed the form of
an extremely beautiful woman, known as
Mohini-murti. When the demons saw the
beautiful features of Mohinidevi, who was
glancing at them and slightly smiling,
they were all completely enchanted. The
beauty of the form assumed by the Per-
sonality of Godhead surpassed the beauty
of the goddess of fortune. The demons,
completely overwhelmed by Her charm,
asked Her to serve as an arbitrator. She ac-
cepted the position on the condition that
no one would oppose Her or protest

of the Lord: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.
By performing the sarikirtana-yajria at
this confluence, a place meant for
sacrifices, He set the example for all
future pilgrims coming to the Kumbha-
mela. It was also here at the time of
Kumbha-meli that Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu instructed Rapa Gosvami.

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada lived for
some time in Allahabad as a married
man, and he was initiated here by Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura at
the Ropa Gaudiya Matha. After his suc-
cess in propagating the holy name of
the Lord in the Western countries, Srila
Prabhupada returned to India with
some of his Western disciples and took
part in the Ardha Kumbha-mela (six
years after the Pirna Kumbha-mela) in
1971. In 1977, despite his ill health, he
attended Kumbha-mela again. He spent
four days there, preaching to guests and
encouraging his disciples to hold large
chanting festivals and distribute
thousands of books.

During that time, Srila Prabhupada
said, “Although most of the pilgrims
come for liberation, the devotees have
come only to preach. Being engaged in
Krsna’s service, we are already
liberated; we are not interested in
liberation. We have come to preach
devotional service.”

against whatever She would do or say.
The asuras agreed and handed the
amrta-kumbha over to Her, requesting
Her to distribute it. Although they had
easily snatched the pot from Dhanvantari
and were in a position to keep it for them-
selves, they stupidly lost it, being be-
wildered by the Lord’s incomparable,
genuine beauty. Mohini-murti Herself
had even openly warned them of'the trick.
Mohini-murti made the devas and asuras
sitin separate lines, and She delivered the
nectar to the demigods while speaking
sweet words to the demons. One demon,
named Rahu, understood Her trick. He
dressed himself like a demigod, sat down
in the line of the demigods, and received
the nectar. The sun and moon detected
him and disclosed his identity to Mohini-
miirti, who immediately took up Her disc,
which is razor-sharp, and severed his
head before he could swallow the immor-
tal beverage. Although his body from the
neck down died, his head remained alive
because of the nectar in his mouth.
After giving the nectar to the demigods,
Mohini-mirti revealed that She was Lord
Vignu. The Lord then returned to the spiri-
tual world on the back of Garuda. EJ
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International Society for

CENTERS AROU

NORTH AMERICA

CANADA
Calgary, Alberta—10518 Oakfieid Drive SW., T2W 2A9/ Tel. (403) 238-0602
Montreal, Quebec—1626 Pie IX H1V 2C5/ Tel (514) 521-1301

Ottawa, Ontario—212 Somerset St. E, K1N 6V4/ Tel (613) 233-1884

Regina, Saskatchewan—2817 Victoria Ave., S4T 1KE/ Tel. (306) 5224973

Toronto, Ontarlo—243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2.6/ Tel. (416) 522-5415

Vancouver, B.C.—5462 S.E. Marine Dr., Bumaby V5 3GB/ Tel. (804) 433-9728
RESTAURANTS

Ottowa—Gaovinda's (at ISKCON Ottowa)

Toronto—Govinda's Dining Room (at ISKCON Toronto)

Vancouver—Hare Krsna Buffet (at ISKCON Vancouver)
FARM COMMUNITY

Ashcroft, B.C.—Saranagati Dhama, Box 99, Ashcroft, B.C. VOK 1A0

U.S.A.
Atlanta, Georgla—1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 377-8680
Batumoro. Maryland—200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville 21228/ Te‘.. (301) 744-9537
Boulder, Culmdo—aﬁ Fleasant St, B0302/ Tel. (303) 444-700!
Boston, M: 72 i Ave., 02116/ Tel IB1?} 247-8611
Ct S0. Caroll 1730 Hwy., 28407/ Tel. (803) 763-6959
Chicago, Minois—1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (312) 973-0900
Cleveland, Ohlo—11206 Clifton Blvd., 44102/ Tel. (216) 651-6670
Dallas, Texas—5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330
Denver, Colorado—1400 Cherry St, B0220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461
Detroit, Michigan—383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000
Fullerton, California—2011 E. Chapman Ave., 92631/ Tel. (714) 870-1158
Gurabo, Puerto Rico—Rt. 181, Box 215-B, Bo. Sta. Rita, 00658/ Tel. (809) 737-5222
Galnesville, Florida—214 NMW. 14th St, 32603/ Tel (804) 336-4183
Hartford, Connecticut—1683 Main St E. Hartford, 08108/ Tel. (203) 289-7252
Honolulu, Hawali—51 Coelho Way, 86817/ Tel. (808) 595-3947
Houston, Texas—1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482
Laguna Beach, Callfornia—285 Leglon St, 92851/ Tel. (714) 494-7029
Lansing, Michigan—1514 E. Michigan Ave., 48912/ Tel. (517) 484-2209
Long island, Ncw York—197 8. Ocean Ave, Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 378-6184
Los A ifornia—3764 W Ave., 80034/ Tel (213) 836-2676
Miaml, Florldl—-135 Fonce de Leon Bhd., Coral Gables 33160
Miami Beach, Florida—2446 Colling Ave., 33140/ Tel. (305) 531-0331
MNew Orleans, Loulslana—2936 Esplanade Ave., 70118/ Tel. (504) 488-7433
New York, New York—305 Schermerhom St., Brookhyn 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714
Philadel 51 W. Allens Lane, 18119/ Tel (215) 247-4600
thddphh, Punmmnh—sze South 5t, 18147/ Tel. (215) 820-0399
St. Louls, Missourl—3826 Lindell Blvd., 83108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085
San Diego, California—1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach 92109/ Tel. (619) 483-2500
San Francisco, Callfornin—g84 Carl St, 94117/ Tel, (415) 753-8647
San Francisco, Callfornia—2334 Stuart St, Berkeley 94705/ Tel. (415) 644-1113
Seattle, Washington—3114 E. Pine St, 96122/ Tel (206) 328-7011
State College, Pennsylvania—(contact GRa-nagarl Farm)
Tallahassee, Florida—1323 Nylic St (mail: P.O. Box 20224, 32304)/ Tel. (904) 651-9258
Tampa, Florida—13821 N. 37 St, 33613/ Tel. (813) 977-0026
Topanga, California—20385 Callon Dr., 90280/ Tel. (213) 455-1658
Tawaco, New Jersey—(mail: P.O. Box 109, 07082)/ Tel. (201) 208-0970
Walla Walla, Washington—2314 E. Poplar, 99362/ Tel. (509) 528-9558
Washington, D.C.—10310 Oaklyn Dr., Polomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 289-2100
FARM COMMUNITIES
Carriere, Mississippl (New Ta Route 2, Box 449, 39426/ Tel. (601) 7968533
Church Hill, Mi (New Route 2, Box 298, 39005/ Tel. (601) 445-2222
Gainesville, Florida (New Ramana-reti}—Box 818, Alachua, Florida 32615/ Tel. (904) 462-9046
Greenfield, Minols—Rt 2, Box 27, 62044 (contact ISKCON St Louls)
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardana Hill)—{contact ISKCON Gurabo)
Hillsboraugh, North Carolina (New Gokula)—Rt. 8, Box 701, 27278/ Tel. (318) 732-8492
Mulberry, Tennessee (Murdri-sevaka)—Murari Project, Rt No. 1, Box 146-A, 37358/ Tel
(615) 768-7331
Port Royal, Pennsyivania (Gité-ndgarl}—R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. (717) 527-4101
RESTAURANTS
Dallas—Kalachandji's (at ISKCON Dallas)
Detroltt—Govinda's (at ISKCON Detrolt)/ Tel. {313) 331-6740
Laguna Beach—Gauranga’s (at ISKCON Laguna Beach)
Los Angeles—Govinda's, 9624 Venice Bivd., Culver City, 90230/ Tel. (213) 836-1269
Miaml Beach—Gaovinda's (at ISKCON Miami Beach)
Philadelphia—Govinda's, 528 South St., 19147/ Tel, (215) 829-0077
Provo, Uah—Govinda's Buffet, 260 North University, 84801/ Tel. (801) 375-0404
§t. Louls—Govinda's (at ISKCON St. Louls)/ Tel, (314) 535-8085
8an Diego—Govinda's, 3102 University Ave., San Diego, CA 92104/ Tel. (619) 284-4826
San Franclsco—Govinda's, 86 Carl St, 84117/ Tel. (415) 753-9703
San Juan, Puerte Rico—Govinda, Tetuan 153, Viejo San Juan 00903/ Tel. (809) 725-4885

EUROPE

GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
Bemﬂ Northern Ireland—140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, Belfast/ Tel. 821757

30 Rendell Aoad, L Tel. (0533)-881256
mnemmr. England—20 Mayfield Road, Whalley Range, Manchester M16 8FT/ Tel. (061)-2264418
London, England ;mr—iom& London W1/ Tel. (01) 437-3662
London, Maror, | Heath, Watford,
Herﬂordahim WD2 BEP Tol. (092385) 7244
8 Karuna Bhavan, B Road, L gow, L / Tel. (0555)-894790
FARM COMMUNITIES
Lake Island of Inish Rath—Lk County F h, N Ireland/ Tel. (3857) 21512
London, England—{contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)
RESTAURANT
London, England—Govinda's, 8-10 Soho 5t/ Tel. (01) 437-3662
ITALY

Bologna—Via Nazionale 124, 40085-Pianoro (BO) Tel, (51) 774-034

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A

Bergamo—Villaggio Hare Krishna, Via Galileo Galilel, 41, 24040 Chignolo Disola (BG)/ Tel. 035490706
Catania—Via San Nicold al Borgo 28, 95128 Catania, Sicily/ Tel. (95) 522-252
Naples—Via Vesuvio, N33, Ercolano LNA7/ Tel. (81) 738-0398
Padua—\ia dalla Granze 107, 35040 Loc. Gamin (PD)/ Tel. (49) 760-007
PPisa—Via delle Coliine, Loc. La Meridiana, 56030 Perignano (PI)/ Tel (587) 616-194
Rome—\ia di Tor Tre Teste 142, 00169 Roma/ Tel. (06) 262913
FARM COMMUNITY
Florence (Villa Vindévana)—\Via Communale degli Scopeti 108, S. Andrea in Percussina, San Casciano
Val di Pesa (FI) 50026/ Tel. (55) 820-054
RESTAURANTS
Milan—Govinda's, Via Valpx 3/5, 20123 Milana/ Tel. (2) 862-417
Rome—Govinda's, Via di San Simone 73/A, 00186 Roma/ Tel (8) 854-1973

OTHER COUNTRIES
Aarhus, Denmark—Septembervej 19, 8210 Aarhus \/ Tel 845-6-152499
Amsterdam, Holland—HKrsna Dham, 225 Ruysdaelkade, 1072 AW/ Tel. (020) 751 404
184 A i 2000/ Tel. (03) 237-0037, 237-0038
Athens, Greece—Poseidonos 27, lioupaoli, 16 345/ Tel. 01-993-7080
Barcelona, Spain— c/de L'Oblit, 67-08026/ (93) 347-9933
Berlin, W. Germany—Bhakti Yoga Zentrum, Friedrichstrasse 31, 1000 Beriin 61/ Tel. (030) 2514372
Bnaul:, Belglum—49 rue Marché aux Poulets-1000 Bruxelles/ Tel. (02) 513 86 05/04
gens Tvaeruej 11, 2000 Copenhagen {/ Tel (01) 86-85-81
nuulngan. Switzerland—im Stillen Tal, CH3186 Dodingen (FRY Tel. (037) 43-26-98
Durbuy, Belgium—Chateau de Petit Somme, Durbuy 5482/ Tel. 086-322926
Gothenburg, Sweden—Hare Krishna Center, Grimmeredsvigen 103.42169 Vastra Frolunda/ Tel. 031-290966
Grisdinge, M.n—xmm Gard, 140 32 Grodinge/ Tel. 075329151
2a, 2000 Hamburg/ Tel. (040) 8503464
I'hlllllkl Fllllrld—ﬂm'iﬂda 's, Jifkdrinkatu 100, Helsinki 15/ Tel. (065) 0039
w. Kirh Anlage 5, 6900 Heidelberg/ Tel. 06221-15101
Lisbon, Portugal—Rua Femao Lopes, 6, Cascais 2750 (mail: Apartado 2488, Lisboa 1112)/ Tel (11) 286 7133
Moscow, USSR—Contact ISKCON Office of Soviet Aftairs, Almviks Gérd, 15300 Jama, Sweden/ Tel (46) 0755-52068
Oslo, Norway—Skolestien 11, 0373 Ris, Oslo 3
Parls, France—31 rue Jean Vacquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. 45921018; 43043263
B, Stenhugg: gen 8, 24500 / Tel. (046) 254006
St d Fi 22, 11240 h Tel D8-548002
Valencia, Spain—c/de Almirante Cadarso #12, Vedat de Tomrente/ Tel. (961) 55962
Vienna, Austria—Center for Vedic &udlas. Rosenackersirasse 26, 1170 Vienna/ Tel. (0222) 455830
Poland—" i Kryszny Bhakti Yoga—w PR.L" skr. pocziowa nr. 257, 02-770

‘Warasawa VPT 130
Z(rich, Switzerland—Bergstrasse 54, 8032 Zdrich/ Tel. (01) 23332 -79
FI.RI! COMMUNITIES
B Forest Waid), W. G :mlmﬂmmm—{mm ISKCON Heidelberg)
Brihuega, Spain (New Vraja Mandala)—{Santa Clara) Brihvega, Guadalajara/ Tel (11) 280018
Denmark—Gl. Kirkevej 3, 6650 Broerup/ Tel. 45-75-392921
Jima, Sweden—Almviks Gard, 15300 Jama/ Tel (48) 755-52068
Lugano, Switzerland—The Gokula Project, La Pampa, 8881 Sessa (Malcantone) T/ Tel (091) 73-25-73
Valencay, France (New Méydpur)—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ Tel. (54) 40-23-53

RESTAURANT
Malmoe, Sweden—Higher Taste, Amiralsgatan 6, 21155 Malmoe/ Tel. (040) 970600
AUSTRALASIA

AUSTRALIA
Adelaide—69 Belair Rd., Kingswood, SA. (mait: P.O. Bax 235, Kingswood 5062)/ Tel. (08) 272-0488
Brisb 95 Bank Road, Q.LD. (mait: P.O. Box 83, Indooroopilly 4068)/ Tel. (07) 379-5008

—&8 Spence St, Caims, Q.LD. (mai: RO. Box 5238, Caims Mail Centre, O.LD. 4870)/

Caims-
Tel. (070) 516948

C 24 field Ave., Canbema, ACT 2601 (mail: GPO Box 1411)/ Tel (062) 478839

Lismore—Hare Krishna Yoga Center, 17 Kyogle St, Lismora South, N.SW. 2484

Melbourne—197 Danks St, Albert Park, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ Tel (03) 699-5122

North Sydney—180 Faicon St, N. Sydney, N.SW. 2060 (mail: P.0. Box 220, Cammeray, N.SW. 2060)/
Tel. (02) 926164

Perth—128 Barack St, WA 8000 (mail: F.O. Box 598, W. Perth, W.A. 6005)/ Tel. (09) 3289171

Sydney—112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst, N.SW. 2010 (mail: P.O. Box 159, Kings Cross, N.SW.
2011)/ Tel. (02) 3575182

FARM COMMUNITIES
BlmhrI (New Nandagram)—Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Road, Bambra, VIC 3241/ Tel. (052) 857383
(New Tyalgum Rd., Eungella, via N.SW. 2484
(ma]l P.O. Box 687)/ Tel. (066} 721803
RESTAURANTS

Adelalde—Crossways, 79 Hindley St, Adelaide, 5.A. 5000/ Tel. (08) 231-5258
First Floor, 89 Elisabeth Street

Melbourne—Crossways, First Floor, 123 Swanston St., Melboume, Victoria 3000/ Tel. (0:3) 850 2939

Meib Gopal's, 139 St Meib Victoria 3000/ Tel (03) 650-1578

North Sydney—Gopal's, 180 Falcon St N. Sydney, N.SW. 2060/ Tel. (02) 926164

Perth—Gopal's, 129 Barack 5t., Perth, WA 6000/ Tel. (09) 325-2168

Sydney—Govinda's Upstairs and Govinda's Take-away (both at ISKCON Sydney)/ Tel. (075) 501642

NEW ZEALAND AND FlJI
New Zealand {New )—Hwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golf Course)
(mait: R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tol. (6) 4128075
, New 83 Bealey Ave. (mall: .0, Box 25-190 Christchurch)/ Tel (3) 61965
Labasa, Flji—Delallabasa (mait: Box 133)/ Tel. 82918
Lautoka, Fij—5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ Tel. 64112
Rakirakl, Fij—Rewasa, Rakirakl (mail: PO, Box 84243
Suva, Fii—Nasinu 7% miles (P.0. Box 6376)/ Tel. 391-282
Wellington, New Zealand—6 Shotter St, Karorl (mai: PO. Box 2753, Wellington)/ Tel. (4) 764445
nas'rmam'rs

Gopal's, 1st Floor,, Civic House, 281 Queen St/ Tel. 15 (9) 3034885
mﬂumwdkm Zealand—Gopal's, 143 Worcester St/ Tel. 87-035
Lautoka, Fij—Gopal's, Comer of Yasawa St & Naviti St/ Tel. 62990
Suva, FIl—Gopal's, 18 Pratt St/ Tel. 62830
Suva, Fj—Gopal's, 37 Cumming St/ Tel. 312259

AFRICA

Abeockuta, Nigerila—Ibadan Rd., Obantoko, behind NET (mail: P.O. Box 5177)
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Krishna Consciousness

ND THE WORLD

C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Abidjan, lvory Coast—01 BP 8366, Abidjan
Accra, Ghana—582 Blk. 20, Odokor, Official Town (mall: P.O. Box 01568, Osu)
Buea, Cameroon—Southwest Province (mall: ¢/o Yuh Laban Nkesah, P and T, VHS)
Cape Town, South Africa—17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel (21) 683 1529
Durban (Natal), 5. Africa—Chatsworth Circle, Chatsworth 4030 (mait: P.O. Box 56003)/ Tel i31) 435815
Freetown, Slerra Leone—13 Bright St. Brookfields (maik: P.O. Box 812, Freetown)
Johannesburg, South Africa—"Misty Hills,” Plot 69, Reitfontein Rd. (mail: PO. Box 723,
Muldersdrift (Tvl.), 1747)/ Tel. (11) 666-2716
Harare, Zimbabwe—a46 Crowhill Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 2090)/ Tel. 8877801
Kitwe, Zambla—3122 Gandhi Close, Eu]ramxrlsh} (mail: P.O. Box 20242, Kitwe]! Tal. 215-630
Lagos, Nigeria—No. 2 Murtala ional Airport
{mail: R.O, Box 87983, Lagos)
Mauritius—123 Sir Guy Forget Ave., Quatre Bomes (maik: P.O. Box 108, Quatre Bomes, Mauritius)/ Tel, 48804
Mombasa, Kenya—Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: PO. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ Tel 312248
Nkawkaw, Ghana—P.0. Box 63, Nkawkaw
Nairobl, Kenya—Muhuroni Closa, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: F.O. Box 28946, Nairobi)/ Tel 744365
Port Harcourt, Nigeria—2 Eligbam Rd. (comer of Obana Obhan St), GRA. Il
{mail: P.O. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)
Tokoradi, Ghana—&4 Windy Ridge (mail: F.O. Box 328)
Warrl, Nigeria—1 Ogunu St, Bendel Housing Estale, Ugborikoro (F.O. Box 1922, Warri)/ Tel. 053-230-262
FARM COMMUNITIES
Lusaka, Zambia—Piot 4/288 Chingololo Rd., Makeni (mail: P.O. Box 35658, Lusaka)/ Tel. 210-578
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm)—Beau Bois, Bon Acceull
RESTAURANT
Durban, §. Africa—Govinda's (contact ISKCON Durban)

ASIA

INDIA
Agartala, Tripura—Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799001
Ahmedabad, Gujarat—7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ Tel. Tel. 449935
Bamanbore, Gujarat—N.H. 88, Surendranagar Dist./ Tel. 97
Bangalore, Karnataka—Hare Krishna Hill, 1 ‘R’ Block, Chord Road, Rajajinagar 560 010/ Tel 359 856
Bzamda, Gujarat—Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 015/ Tel. 326299 and 86499
Bh: Shivaji Chowk, Station Road, Bhayanday (West), Thane 401101/ Tel. 6982987 and
6882621
Bhubaneswar, Orissa—National Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/ Tel. 53125
Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. 6206860
Calcutta, W. Bengal—3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. 443757, 434265, 446075
Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ Tel, 44634
Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), W. Bengal—Thakur Haridas P.O.Ct r
RS, Bongaon, Dist. 24 Pa
Gauhatl, Assam—Ulubari Charali, Gauhati 781 001/ Tel. 31208
Guntur, A.P.—COpp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509
Hardwar, U.P.—Pahala Mala, Brittany Cottage, Kharkhari 249 401 (mait: P.O. Box 14)
Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ Tel. 551018, 552924
Imphal, Manipur—Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001/ Tel. 21587
Madras, Tamil Nadu—589, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 800017/ Tel. 443266
Maydpur, W. Bengal—Shree Maydpur Chandrodaya Mandir, PO. Shree Miayipur Dham, Dist Nadia/ Tel 31
(Swarnup Gunj}
Moirang, Manipur—Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd./ Te. 785133
Nagpur, Maharashtra—70 Hill Road, Ramnagar, 440 010/ Tel. 33513
New Delhl—M-118 Grealer Kailash 1, 110 048/ Tel 8412058, 6419701
New Delhi—14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110 026/ Tel. 5410782
Pandharpur, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Asrama, across C
Patna, Bihar—Rajendra Nagar Road No. 12, 800 016/ Tel. 50765
Pune, Maharashtra—4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. 80124 and 84003
Secunderabad, A.P.—9-1-1 5t. John's Road 500 026/ Tel. 825232
Slichar, Assam—Ambikapatti, Silchar, Cachar Dist., 788004
Slligurl, W. Bengal—Gitalpara 734 401/ Tel. 26618
Surat, Gujarat—Rander Rd,, Jahangirpura, 385 005/ Tel. 84215
Tirupatl, A.P.—K.T. Road, Vinayaka Nagar 517 507/ Tel. 2285
Trivandrum, Kerala—T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 635 014/ Tel. 68187
Udhampur, Jammu and Nagar. 182 101/ Tel. 496 PP,
Vrindavana, U.P.—Krishna- Bnlamm Mandir, Bhakiivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Retl, Mathurd Dist. 281 124/
Tol. 82478
FARM COMMUNITIES
Ahmedabad, Gujarat—Nityananda Seva Ashram, Odhav Rd, (near Octroi Naka), Odhav 382 410/ Tel. BBE 382
Ahmedabad District, Gujarat—Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact: ISKCON Ahmedabad)
L 78 Krish Dham, District Gadhachiroll, 442 603
Hyderabad, A.P—F.O. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., R.R. District 501 401/ Tel. 552824 (Hyderabad)
Méydpur, W. Benga:—{contact Miyapur)
RESTAURANTS
Bombay, Mah s (at Hare Krishna Land)
Krishna- Mandir h
OTHER COUNTRIES
Ball, Indonesla—(Contact ISKCON Jakarta)
Bangkok, Thalland—139, Soi Puttha-Osoth, New Road/ Tel. 233-2488
Chittagong, Bangladesh—Caitanya Cultural Sociaty, Sri Pundarik Dham, Mekhala, Hathazarl/ Tel 108
(city office and mail: 23 Nandan Kanan, Chittagong)/ Tel. 20-2219
Colombo, Sri Lanka—188 New Chetty St, Colombo 13/ Tel. 33325
Hong Kong—27 Chatam Road South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel. 3-7396818
Jakarta, Indonesia—P.0, Box 2684, Jakarta 10001
Kathmandu, Nepal—Vishnu Gaun Panchayat Ward No. 2, Budhanilkantha/ Tel. 4-10368
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia—Lot 8801, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,
Petaling/ Tel. 7830172
Manila, Philippines—170 R. Femandez, San Juan, Metro Manila/ Tel. 707410
Taipel, Talwan—{mail; c/o ISKCON Hong Kong)
Tehran, ran—Keshavarz-Dehkedeh Ave., Kamran St. No. 58/ Tel. 658870
Tel Aviv, Israel—57 Frishman St, p.o.b, 48163, Tel Aviv 61480/ Tel (03) 240774
Tokyo, Japan—2-41-12 lzumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo T168/ Tel. (3) 327-1541
FARM COMMUNITIES
Bogor, Indonesia—Govinda Kunja (contact ISKCON Jakarta)

River, Dist. 413 304

Cebu, Philippines (Hare Krishna P: 231 Pagsab Rd., Basak, h City/ Tel 83254
RESTAURANTS i

Cebu, F inda's, 26
Hong Kong—The Higher Taste Vegetarian Dining Club (at ISKCON Hong Kong)

LATIN AMERICA

BRAZIL
Belém, PA—Av. Gentil Bittencourt, 1002 (entre & Quintino i
Belo Horizante, MG—Rua Braz Baltazar, 148, Baimo Caicara/ Tel. (031) 2731035
Brasilla, DF—HIGS 706-Bloco C, Casa 29/ Tel (061) 242-7579
Curitiba, PR—Rua Cel Anibal Dos Santos, 67, Vila Fany, CEP 81500
Floriandpolis, SC—HRua Duarte Schutel, 81-Centro
Fortaleza, CE—Rua José Laurengo, 2114, Aldeota/ Tel. (085) 244-7068
Golania, GO—Rua 858-C, No. 2-Setor Sul/ Tel (062) 241-7492
Manaus, AM—Rua dos Andradas, 465, Centro/ Tel. (092) 233-3709
Pérto Alegre, RS—Av. Prof. Ludotio Boehl, 1199, Terezopolis, CEP 91700
Ribeirdo Preto, SP—Rua Cerqueira Cesar, 480, Centro
Rio de Janeiro, RJ—Rua Dias De Barros, 43, Sta_ Teraza, CEP 20241
Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adomo, 17, Brotas/ Tel. (071) 244-1072
Santos, SP—Rua Nabuco de Aradjo, 151-Embaré/ Tel. (0132) 21-3506
Sdo Paulo, SP—Rua Bom Pastor, 798, Ipiranga (maik: C. P. 4855)/ Tel. (011) 63-1674
Vitéria, ES—Rua Glaciliano Neves, 439, Centro, Victdra
FARM COMMUNITIES
Caruaru, Parmnbuoo—DmudeMulid(mdl Rua do Norte, 61, Sala 3, Centro)
Pindamonhangaba, 5P (New Gokula)—Bairo Riberao Grande (mail: Caixa Postal 108,
CEP 124oou Tel. (0122) 42-5002
RESTAURANT
Belém, Pard (Sri Krgna Prasada)—Av. Gentil Bittencourt, Passagem Mac Dowell, 56 (entre Dr. Morais
& Benjamin Constant/ Tel (091) 222-1888
MEXICO
Guadalajara—Pedro Moreno 1791, Seclor Juarez, Jalisco/ Tel. 26-12-78
Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miquel Chapuliepec, Mexico, D.F. 18/ Tel. (905) 271-0132
Mexico City—Govinda's Cuttural Center, insurgentes Sur 2384-1, Mexico City 01000 D.F./ Tel 548-3323
Monterrey—Zaragoza 1007, nte. Zona centro/ Tel. 74-89-76
Morelia—Ticateme No. 52 ple., Col. Sefix Ireta 58070, Morelia, Mich.
Tljuana—Boulevard Aqua Caliente, No. 120
ito Reformay TeL 50759

Tel. (091) 222-1886

Vera Cruz—Calle 3, Carebelas No. 784, Fracci i
FARM COMMUNITY
Tulacingo, Hidalgo (Nueva Gauga-Mancala Bhomi)—{contact ISKCON Mexico City)
PERU
Arequipa—Jerusalen 402/ Tel 228523
Cuzeco—San Juan de Dios 285
Lima—Pasaje Solea 101 Santa Maria-Chosica/ Tel. 910891
Lima—Schell 634 Miraflores
Uima—Av. Garcilazo de la Vega 1670-1680Tel 258523
FARM COMMUNITY
Hare Krishna-Correo De Bella Vista—DPTO De San Martin
RESTAURANTS
{at ISKCON
Cuzco—Espaderos 128
Lima—Schell 834 Mirafiores
OTHER COUNTRIES
Bogota, Colombla—Calle 63A, #10-82, Chapinero/ Tel. 248-5797
Bogota, mnbh—'fmumul 1a, #56-22, Alto ChaDiIWTH. 255-8742
Buenos Centro i 2054, (1431)/ Tel 515567
Caii, Colombia—Avenida 2 EN, #24N-39/ Tel. 68-88-53
Caracas, Venezuela—Prolongacién Ave. Las Palmas, Calle Capriles, Quinta Pollita/ Tel 7821839
Christ Church, Barbados—31 Goodland Park/ Tel. (809) 42-84209
Cochabamba, Bolivia—P.0. Box 3988/ Tel 46441
Concepcidn, Chile—Nongien, 588/ Tel. 23150
Cérdoba, Argentina—Montevideo 950, Paso de los Andes/ Tel. (051) 262229
Crabwood Creek, Guyana—Grant 1803, Sec. D, Cmmhme. Borbluo
Essequibo Coast, Guyana—New Dham, M:
Georgetown, Guyana—24 Uitvugt Front, West Coast Demerara
Postal 1534
Guayaquil, Ecuador—VM. Renddn 1032 y 6 de Marzo (mail: P.O. Box 110-P)/ Tel. 302108, 348697
La Paz, Bolivia—Calle 16 Obrajes 480 (mail: P.O. Box 10278)/ Tel. 783556
Montevideo, Uruguay—Pablo de Maria 1427
Panama, Republic of Panama—Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA Ne. 10
(mail: P.O. Box 6-29-54, Panama)
Pereira, Colombla—Carrera Sa. #19-36
Rosario, Centro B G 925, Rosario 2000
Santa Cruz, Bollvia—P.0. Box 4920/ Tel. 40146 (31571)
San Jose, Costa Rica—Ceniro Cultural Govinda, 235 mirs. norte del Banco Anglo, San Pedro
(mail: Apdo. 168, 1002)/ Tel. 34-1218
8an S: 2 El -Avenida L 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Americana, aan Salvador (mail: PO, Box 1508)/ Tel. 25-96-17
Santlago, Chile—Carrera 330/ Tel 898-8044

Santo Dy Calla C: Rodriquez No. 254
mwmm'-ﬂ-— Py Ave,, L Cl
FARM COMMUNITIES

Buenos Alres, Argentina (Bhaktilata Purl}—{contact Centro Bhakiivedanta, Buencs Aires)

Colombia (Nueva Mathura}—Cruzero del Guall, Municipio de Caloto, Valle del Cauca/ Tel. 612688 en Call

‘Guyana—Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice

San Jose, Costa Rica—Granja Nueva Goloka Carrel Paraiso, dé da del Jardin L (por
Calle Concava), 200 metros as sur (mano derecha) Cartago (mail: Apdo. 186, 1002)/ Tel. 51-8752

San El Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitdn, Dpto. de La Libertad
RESTAURANTS

Guatemala, emm—msmanmmmnmwm

Santa mm-—&-mmmm Argomosa (1* anilic), esq. Bolivar
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A Festival of

You'll see just about everything at the Kumbha-mela. But unless you see
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Immortality

— or hear from—a great soul, you won't be able to make sense of it all.

wspp wiihy-eyipuuedey

wspp eddhy-mpruurig

The sun rises over the Kumbha-mela city
(left), as pilgrims from all walks of life make
their way to the sacred site. Above, Dina-
bandhu dasa leads devotees in chanting the
holy names as they enter the festival.

hat could sixteen million saints

and sadhus, sannyasis (renunci-
ants) and businessmen, housewives and
farmers, teachers and students, scientists
and the superstitious, poets and politi-
cians, mystics and beggars all have in
common? The quest for immortality.
What else could bring together such a
multitude of individuals on one con-
gested riverbank for forty days?

Besides being the largest gathering of
human beings anywhere on earth, the
Kumbha-mela can evoke the deepest
spiritual sentiments of the Lord’s pure
devotees.

The Kumbha-mela is by far the largest

religious phenomenon in which the col-
lective destiny and spiritual urges of the
human race find expression. Kumbha is a
Sanskrit word meaning “pot,” “pitcher,”
or “jar,” and mela means “festival.”
Kumbha-mela gets its name, therefore,
from the pot of immortalizing nectar
around which the festival has grown.

Held at the confluence (sarigam) of the
three most holy rivers in India, the Gan-
ges, the Yamuna, and the subterranean
Sarasvati, the Kumbha-mela lures the
faithful for a dip in the holy waters that re-
lieves them of lifetimes of karmic reac-
tions. There is a scriptural understanding
that bathing on the astrologically propi-
tious “peak” holy days extinguishes un-
countable sins, relieving the pilgrim of his
or her entanglement in the complex cycle
of birth, disease, old age, and death. One
can thus transcend the mortal world of
perpetual reincarnation, of duality and
suffering, and hasten one’s return back
home, back to Godhead.

A veritable sea of swaying bodies and
heads moves inexorably to the conflu-
ence. Accompanied by the cacophonous
clamor of bells, cymbals, horns, whoop-
ing, the shouting of invocations, and the
constant blaring of devotional songs over
aubiquitous P.A. system, armies of ascet-
ics and cityfolk alike cry out, “Bolo Ganga-
mayr ki jaya! Srt Yamunamayr ki jaya! [All
glories to the Ganges and Yamuna!|]” cre-
ating a thunderous symphony of rev-
erential incantation.

Duringthe sacred bathing period, caste
andracial divisions and the demarcations
of various cults and sects dissolve, as one
person assists the other in cleansing the
body and the soul.

The Mela serves as a melting pot for
more than eight thousand groups and
religious institutions. Here they exchange
philosophical ideas and share spiritual

BACKTO GODHEAD 13



realizations. Some say the Mela is a sym-
bol of Hindu unity, offering a means of
transmitting the spiritual and ascetic val-
ues of ancient Vedic culture to the masses
of devotees.

Cornered by Buddhism, Jainism, and
Islam in the eighth century, Hindu civili-
zation (more appropriately called Vedic
civilization) was thought to be in danger
of extinction. Therefore Sankaracarya,
India’s ninth-century religious reformer

wsgp elpaeweg

GITA-NAGARI DASA

is a member of ISKCON’s Gita-
nagari farm community in
Pennsylvania.

“A festival like this definitely
strengthens my faith in ISKCON
and Krsna consciousness. We're
distributing so much prasddam,
maybe more than anyone here, and
so many thousands of books, and
holding kirtanas [congregational
chanting] all day long. This is
tangible proof that there’s real life in
ISKCON. The fact that devotees
from all over the world are coming
together and serving so intimately
and loyally is impressive. This is
very dynamic preaching.”

Decorated with the markings of a
Saivite, a yogr (above, right) poses
with a photo of $ri Sri Radha-
Syamasundara of ISKCON
Vrndavana, Thousands of pilgrims
(above, far right) make their way
toward the confluence of the sacred
rivers for a purifying dip. At right,
Devaraha Baba, a highly respected
saint from Vrndavana said to be a
few hundred years old, attracts large
crowds all day long, even though his
hut is far from the Mela city. The
Babaji praised ISKCON devotees
for their chanting of the holy names.
At [ar right, steam rises as a pilgrim
takes an early-morning bath in the
cool January air.

14 BACK TO GODHEAD

(and, according to the Puranas, an incar-
nation of Siva), instituted at the Kumbha-
mela regular summit meetings of spiritual
leaders as a buttress for the survival of
Vedic theism. Some say that it was San-
karacarya who started the Kumbha-mela,
but scriptural references about the Mela
predating Sankara prove such a theory
inaccurate.

TheMela hasbecome a forumbywhich
the saintly and self-realized impart by ex-
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ample mystical and moral codes to the de-
voted. Alongside enlightened spiritual
masters, however, fakes and frauds
abound.

The Kumbha-mela has had a magne-
tism for saints and scholars for thousands

of years. As early as 302 B.C. the great
Greek historian Megasthenes documented
his seventy-five-day stay at Prayaga (Alla-
habad), during a Mela that boasted an at-
tendance of two and a half million. Later,
in the seventh century A.D., the pious em-
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NAVA-YOGENDRA SWAMI

preaches in the Indian state of
Jammu and Kashmir.

“All of the leading devotees here,
like Bhakti Raghava Swami,
Ayodhyapati, Adridharana, and
Tattva-darsana, worked day and
night to organize the ISKCON
pandal. By their sacrifice they
facilitated the constant chanting of
the holy names, which is the process
for this age.

“I think the most significant
contribution ISKCON made was to
allow millions to hear the chanting
of Hare Krsna over the loud-
speakers every day. After our half-
hour morning chanting session,
people from other camps would
compliment us: “We heard your
chanting. It was wonderful!’ Even
though I was sick with a cold, I
wanted to go to the sound station
anyway, because I knew that
everyone at the Mela, millions in
fact, would hear the chanting and
become purified by the spiritual
potency of God’s names.

“The radio station owner was very
happy after our first meeting. After
that he invited us to chant and
lecture for ten minutes airplay. After
the ten minutes had passed, I
noticed how he was obviously
enjoying our chanting, and we
continued for nearly one hour. The
owner was so pleased that he invited
us to come back morning, noon, and
night. Finally, I saw that he was so
enlivened by the devotees that [
convinced him to become a life
member of ISKCON.

“When the policemen at the Mela
saw the devotees, they would stop
and glorify the chanting and ask
many sincere questions.”

peror Harsha invited the eminent Chi-
nese mendicant Hieun Tsang to join in
the festivities. In his journals Tsang
praised the emperor’s exemplary spiritual
leadership:

“The festival concluded with Harsha's
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The fire of preaching (above) attracts
inquisitive pilgrims to the ISKCON
book table, where Maha-visnu dasa

from Yugoslavia draws attention to
a painting of the transmigration of
the soul. The ISKCON camp (top,
foreground) accommodated
thousands of pilgrims during the
fair. About half of the compound is
visible here. At right, one of the
many busy gateways into the
temporary city.
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lavishly distributing all of his accumu-
lated wealth to the needy, down to his
robes, and returning to his palace in
clothes borrowed from his sister.”

Other, more recent celebrities recorded
their realizations:

Mark Twain wrote in More Tramps
Abroad (1895):

These pilgrims had come from all over
India; some of them had been months on the

uspp BfpITLIE
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LOKANATHA SWAMI
is in charge of ISKCON's Pada-
yatra, a walking pilgrimage and
festival program that has toured
India and is now in the U.S.

“Just by looking after the bodily
needs, the individual isn’t fully
benefited. At the Mela site, millions
are being well fed and clothed.
Many institutions are financing
mass food distribution,
hospitalization and medical care,
and the distribution of warm
clothes. But more important, the
soul should be benefited, and that
should be a bigger investment.
Nowadays too much is being spent
on the body for temporary sense
gratification, and too little for sense
purification. The spiritual relief one
derives from the Kumbha-mela is
unparalleled by anything offered by
secular organizations.

“This Mela is for everyone, not
just Indians. There's a strong
spiritual attraction that brings
thousands of Westerners as well. In
India they're struggling to maintain
the unity of the country, as different
states quarrel for independence. But
a festival like this gives a big boost
even to national integration. In this
atmosphere people transcend bodily
designations of state, sect, and creed,
50 the function of material welfare
and the purpose of unity are both
naturally satisfied.”

way, plodding patiently along in the heat
and dust, worn poor, hungry, but supported
and sustained by an unwavering faith and
belief. It is wonderful, that the power of faith
like that can make multitude upon multi-
tudes of the old and weak and the young and
frail enter without hesitation or complaint
upon such incredible journeys and endure
the resultant miseries without repining. It is
doneinloveoritisdonein fear,I donotknow
which itis. No matter what the impulse is, the
actborn ofitis beyond imagination, marvel-

lous to our kind of people, the cold whites.
There were “facquirs” in plenty with their
hair caked with cow dung. There was a holy
man who sat naked by the day and by the
week on a cluster of iron spikes and did not
seem to mind it. And another man stood all
day holding his withered arms motionless
aloft and was said to have been doing it for
years. All these performers have a cloth on
the ground beside them for receipt of contri-
butions,and even the poorestofthe poorgive
a trifle and hope that the sacrifice will be

Tasting the
immortal nectar of
the holy names,
devotees chant the
Hare Krsna mantra
in front of the main
entrance to the
ISKCON camp
(above). Many
pilgrims declared
that the ISKCON
devotees’ chanting
was one of the
highlights of the
festival. Besides
chanting in their
own compound, the
devotees roamed
the Mela city

(left), enlivening
thousands of
pilgrims and
encouraging them
to join in.
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AYODHYAPATI DASA,

of ISKCON'’s Krsna-Balaram
Mandir in Vrndavana, was one of
the main organizers of ISKCON’s
Kumbha-mela program.

“It was fulfilling to see how so
many people who had come to the
Mela with the desire for liberation
were blessed by receiving the gift of
bhakti—pure devotional service. The
pleasure of bhakti far surpasses the
pleasure of mukti [liberation]. In
fact, for one who has achieved
devotion to Krsna, liberation stands
at his door with folded hands,
waiting for service. A devotee is
never satisfied seeing anyone
endeavoring if the fruit of that
endeavor is anything less than pure
devotional service. We understand
that by chanting Hare Krsna and
engaging in the Lord’s service, one is
automatically liberated.

“Perfection isn’t achieved by
pouring the sangam water over one’s
head but by pouring into one's ears
the transcendental topics of Krsna's
name, fame, form, entourage and
pastimes. That's why Srila
Prabhupada asked his disciples to
arrange festivals like these by which
these purifying topics could be
poured into the ears of millions of
conditioned souls.”

blessed to them. Atlast came a procession of
naked holy people marching by and chant-
ing, and I wrenched myself away. . . . The
memory of that sight will always stay with
me, but not by request.

Mohandas K. Ghandi, irritated over
howthe original zeal and pristine mood of
the Mela had in some ways dissipated and
given way to an exhibition of hollow spiri-
tuality, remarked in 1915, “The swarm of
sadhus who descend seem to have been
born to enjoy the good things in life.”

Like any fair, the Kumbha-mela isn’t

18 BACK TO GODHEAD

without its dangers. For some it can be
a pseudo-spiritual jamboree, where
money-hungry pandas (ritualistic priests)
will dance for your patronage and prom-
ise you heavenly benedictions; and where
commerce confidently competes with
transcendence. Boatmen navigatingover-
loaded taxis to the sarigam grab at the gul-
lible as well as the savant, guaranteeing
untold pious credits in exchange for their
extortionary fees.

The Mela is an ancient crucible of rite
and spectacle, of colorfully immoderate
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religious pageantry, murky beliefs, and
flamboyant Hindu fervor. That fervor,
historically and inordinately mixed with
the pandemonium of so many pilgrims,
has sometimes wreaked tragedy. In 1760,
in a hysterical dash for atonement at the
Triveni(“three rivers”) sangam during the
zenith bathing hour, the gathering ex-
ploded into a small-scale war. Maddened
sects of sannydsis owing their allegiance to
either Visnu or Siva clashed over the right
to bathe first. Swashbuckling, ash-
covered svamis brandishing iron tridents,




Jagannatha-Krsna dasa

maces, swords, and chains punctured and
pummeled errant pilgrims infringing on
their priority. Ever since then, the Naga-
babas, or naked Siva-worshipers known
for their fiery protocol, have taken theelite
position of being the first to dip.

At Prayaga the celebration occurs
during the month of Magha (January-
February), and the highest merit is at-
tached to bathing on the new-moon
mornings. Jupiter is then in the house of
Taurus, and both the sun and moon are in
Capricorn.

Years in preparation, the 1989 Purpa
(“full”) Kumbha-mela has been a major
expense for the Indian government. Festi-
val arrangements require a major city-
planning commission to provide for an
estimated sixteen million pilgrims. The
government provided 1070 hectares of
land (2,644 acres) to accommodate the
temporary city.

Sridhara Swami of ISKCON Bombay
describes the elaborate construction:
“Like a sand castle on the seashore that is
soon to be washed away by the waves, the
Kumbha-mela purt (city) manifests, with
hundreds of thousands of residential
tents, hospitals, shopping areas, 170
kilometers of drinking-water piping, and
even a temporary railway station.”

Nine pontoon bridges and over a

Jagannatha-Krsna dasa

Jagannatha-Krsna dasa
The Kumbha-mela city never sleeps
(above, left), and throughout the
night streams of pilgrims pour
through the ISKCON camp (in the
foreground at left). Above, right,
ISKCON cooks prepare another pot
of delicious kicchari, to be
distributed to eager pilgrims as
krsna-prasadam. At left, one of the
main attractions at the ISKCON
compound: dioramas depicting the
pastimes of the Lord. Here, Lord
Ramacandra slays the evil Ravana.
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hundred miles of temporary roads criss-
crossed the Triveni area.

ISKCON'S Contribution
Sri J. N. Dvivedi, the official in charge
of the entire Mela and an avid ISKCON
supporter, allocated five acres of the
choicestland to the Hare Krsna devotees.
Replete with spacious stages, colorful
pandals (circus-size tents), bathrooms,
showers, kitchens, and luxury and
economy residential tents, the ISKCON
site was a powerful magnet for both the
seasoned pilgrim and the newcomer.
The sangam was a fifteen-minute walk
from camp, and the Hare Krsna devotees
participated in the festival by enthusiasti-
cally chanting the Lord’s holy names and
distributing tens of thousands of tran-
scendental books and more than 250,000
free plates of krsna-prasadam. The cook-
ing was done in six mammoth cast-iron
woks, each four feet in diameter and
weighing about four hundred pounds.
The managerial pillars of the ISKCON
camp, Bhakti Raghava Swami, Ayodhya-
pati dasa, Tattva-dar$ana dasa, and
Adridharana dasa, worked tirelessly to
coordinate and maintain the colossal en-
deavor. Hundreds of devotees were busy
around the clock in different ways, joy-
fully cooking, distributing books, chant-
ing, and accommodating the two thousand
guests residing at the ISKCON colony.
The magnum opus of the ISKCON site
was the multimedia exhibits. Eight larger-
than-life museum-quality diorama sculp-
tures depicting different pastimes of the
Lord in His various incarnations at-
tracted tens of thousands of awestuck au-
diences daily. By observing these artforms
of Krsna, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and

Lord Ramacandra, pilgrims witnessed
the glorious nature of pure devotional
service propounded by the Brahma-
Madhva-Gaudiya-sampradaya, an ancient
lineage of Krsna conscious teachers.

Devotees from around the world went
to great pains to share Krsna conscious
multimedia projects with the pilgrims.
Krsna-prema dasa and his wife, Nitya-
trpta-devi dasi, of Italy orchestrated a
nine-projector, computer-monitored vis-
ual production that showed on a thirty-
foot by sixty-foot screen. Called “Krsna
Vision,” it depicted the history and char-
acter of Srila Prabhupada and the pur-
pose of ISKCON. Hundreds of thousands
of pilgrims were mesmerized with this
electrifying presentation of the wisdom of
Krsna consciousness. Many pilgrims
stayed in the Krsna Vision tent nearly all
day long relishing the multifaceted artis-
tic portrayal of Krsna consciousness cre-
ated by the intense musical sensations of
Krsna-prema and the dynamism of Nitya-
trpta’s camera wizardry.

Many guests and pilgrims, and even
those with their own tents, declared that
the ISKCON site was the most exciting
and meaningful one at the fair and that it
offered the most edifying transcendental
association. ISKCON’s question-and-
answer booth was a welcome respite for
the many bewildered and curious pil-
grims. One visitor remarked that the
ISKCON question-and-answer booth
was the only one of its kind, and that to
hear the answers of Dina-bandhu dasa,
ISKCON Vrndavana’s temple president,
was like finding water in the desert.

The all-pervading public address sys-
tem never rested once throughout the six
weeks of the festival. For mostitwas anan-

noyance that disturbed sleep and har-
assed the eardrums. But one intelligent
ISKCON sannyast, Nava-yogendra Swami,
took advantage of this surfeit to spread
Krsna consciousness. He was able to get
use of the PA. system to broadcast the
chanting of the holy names for several
hours each day.

One visitor, Mrs. Jaya Srivastava, pro-
fessor of mathematics at Colorado State
University and a world leader in the field
of statistics, remarked,

I am very pleased that ISKCON is so posi-
tively influencing India and the world.
Man does not live by bread alone but by
every word of God. Therefore this gathering
is wonderful because it attracts the minds of
millions to the spiritual side. And without
that, we're just as Srila Prabhupada said:
“merely sophisticated animals”—eating,
sleeping, mating, and defending. Material
problems will always be there, so we need to
do something to elevate ourselves spiritu-
ally. Therefore ISKCON is praiseworthy, or-
ganizing such an opportunity for millions to
become purified. Even if I were an atheist, I
would still praise ISKCON.

The ISKCON devotees who partici-
pated in the Kumbha-mela expressed
their appreciations for the enthusiastic
devotional service rendered by Srila
Prabhupada’s followers. Their apprecia-
tions reveal that they were experiencing
whatSrila Prabhupada had pointed outto
be the essence’of the Mela. In 1977, on
hearing an ISKCON life member dispute
the detailed history and alleged purpose
of the Kumbha-mela, Srila Prabhupada
interrupted sternly—“This is not very im-
portant. The real significance of the
Kumbha-mela is sadhu-sanga, the asso-
ciation of saintly persons, devotees.” EJ

PURIFICATION

(continued from page 4)

comment like that. But Krsna says, bhakto
si me sakha ceti: “You are My very dear
friend.”

Justtry tounderstand. In the estimation
ofthe material world, Arjunais nota good
man, because he is killing his own kins-
men. Butintheestimation of Krsna, heisa
dear friend and devotee. So that is the dif-
ference between a devotee and a good
man of this world. A devotee is naturally a
very good man, but when he acts justlike a
bad man on behalf of Krsna, he does not
fall down. He still remains a pure devotee.

There is a class of persons known as
sahajivas. They think, “Krsna’s rasa-lfla
is very nice, but Krsna'’s fighting with the
demons and killing the demons—that is
not very nice.” But they do not know the
Absolute Truth. Krsna is good in any cir-
cumstance, whether He is enjoying the
company of the gopfs or He is killing the
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demons. That is the Absolute Truth.

So these things should be understood.
So if you remember any krsna-lila, any of
Krsna’s activities, by chanting the Hare
Krsna mantra, then you are liberated. Im-
mediately you are liberated. This we learn
from the authoritative description of
Srimad-Bhagavatam.

On the other hand, it is said here, na
niskrtair uditair brahma-vadibhih: those
who are very much anxious to realize
Brahman—the Brahmavadis—have pre-
scribed so many ritualistic methods, but
these methods are not sufficient because
they cannot elevate a person to the stand-
ard of a pure devotee.

This Kumbha-mela arrangement is a
prescription by the Brahmavadis. There is
a prescription that one should go during
this time and live on the bank of the con-
fluence of the Ganges and Yamuna for at
least three days. Then he becomes eligible
to enter into the heavenly kingdom. The
people who have come here are ambitious

to enter into the heavenly kingdom. Buta
devotee does not care for the heavenly
kingdom. A devotee doesn’t care a fig for
any planet within this material world.
Devotees knowthebenefitofenteringinto
the heavenly kingdom: Thereis no benefit.

Suppose I may get a life span of thou-
sands of years and enjoy a very high
standard of life, with women, money,
wine, and so forth. But what is the benefit?
There is no benefit.

I was very glad to read an article sent by
one of my disciples in Boston. He has writ-
ten, “What is this society and family? It is
all hellish. We do not wish to live without
Krsna.” Thisis a very nice statement. That
is real realization: “We do not like to live
without Krsna.”

So anyone who has realized, “Any
amount of material happiness is to be
kicked out. I don’t care forit. I simply care
for Krsna, how Krsna will be happy”—
that person is a pure devotee. Anukilyena

(continued on page 34)



A Course in Vedic Knowledge

This series systematically explains some of the
important philosophical concepts that form the
foundation of the Vedic culture and the Krsna
CONSCIOUSNESS MOovement.

[ESSONNINE:
Mantra Meditation

by PAVANESANA DASA

PART II: Krsna, or God, is absolute: there is
no difference between His name, His body, His
qualities, His paraphernalia, and so on. He
can perform any activity with any part of His
transcendental body.

We conditioned living entities are not
absolute. We are spirit souls, but we now have
material bodies, which are different from us.
Our bodies have names, which are again dif-
ferent from our bodies. If someone calls your
name from ten miles away, that doesn’t mean
you are there. You and your name are different.

Because Krsna 1s absolute and He and His
name are identical, when you chant Hare
Krsna, Krsna is actually there. You may not
realize that right away, but by regular chanting
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you will gradually understand that you
are directly associating with God.
The Padma Purana states:

The holy name of Krsna is transcenden-
tally blissful. It bestows all spiritual benedic-
tions, forit is Krsna Himself, the reservoir of
all pleasure. Krsna’sname is complete, and it
contains all transcendental tastes. Itisnota
material name under any condition, and itis
no less powerful than Krsna Himself. Since
Krsna's name is not contaminated by the
material qualities, there is no question of its
being involved with mdaya (the illusory ener-
gy). Krsna’s name is always liberated and
spiritual; it is never conditioned by the laws
of material nature. This is because the name
of Krsna and Krsna Himself are identical.

The chanting of the Hare Krsna maha-
mantra is the perfect reciprocation be-
tween the spirit soul and the supreme
soul, Krsna. Although our relationship
with Krsna is eternal, in the material
world itbecomes covered. Itcan gradually
be uncovered by chanting.

Imagine pouring water into a cup full of
ink. The more water you pour, the less ink
will remain in the cup. Ultimately, only
pure water remains. Similarly, the chant-
ing of Hare Krsna is a process of gradual
purification. If you keep chanting regu-
larly, all material contamination will
gradually disappear, and you will be able
to perceive your original, spiritual nature,
which is called sac-cid-ananda, or an eter-
nal life full of bliss and knowledge.

Chanting is not a cheap process. If you
want to purchase a jewel, you can easily
buy a cheap imitation. But if you want the
real thing, you have to invest a lot of
money. As the saying goes, you get what
you pay for. To obtain anything valuable,
you have to work. So don’texpectany sud-
den, flash results. But by chanting stead-
ily, you will make progress and ultimately
attain the goal of life, pure love for God.

Although a person afflicted with jaun-
dicetastescandyasbitter,candyis the best
cure for jaundice. Once the patient is
cured, he can again taste candy’s sweet-
ness. In Upadesamrta, Srila Rupa Go-
svami gives an analogy in this regard:

The holy name, character, pastimes, and
activities of Krsna are all transcendentally
sweet like sugar candy. Although the tongue
of one afflicted by the jaundice of ignorance
cannot taste anything sweet, it is wonderful
thatsimply by carefully chanting these sweet
names every day, a natural relish awakens
within his tongue, and his disease is gradu-
ally destroyed at the root.

Ifyou chant regularly, the effects will be
perceivable in your life. You'll gradually
become free from negative qualities like
anger, lust, greed, hatred, and envy.

And you'll develop good qualities like
compassion, cleanliness, patience, truth-
fulness, tolerance, and peacefulness. You'll
not be easily disturbed by material suc-
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cess or failure, because by chanting you'll
understand that real success has nothing
to do with the material body, which will
perish sooner or later. You'll be happy in
adverse circumstances because your hap-
piness will come not from the temporary
material body but from the soul. You’ll
even become free from the fear of death,
because you’ll understand clearly that as
spirit soul you are eternal.
Thechantingof Hare Krsnais the ticket
to the spiritual world and the end of the
miseries of birth, death, old age, and dis-
ease. While materialistic people are will-
ing to work hard in a desperate attempt to
squeeze happiness out of matter—like
chewing already-chewed gum—you can
use the same energy to obtain permanent,
spiritual pleasure. No one can ever take
that pleasure away from you, and the only
price is your sincere desire to obtain it.

hile materi-

alistic people
are willing to work
hard in a desperate
attempt to squeeze
happiness out of
matter—like chew-
ing already-chewed
gum—you can use
the same energy to
obtain permanent,
spiritual pleasure.

In the Padyavali, a collection of prayers
by great devotees, we find the following
statement about the effect of chanting
Hare Krsna: “As the rising sun imme-
diately dissipates all the world’s darkness,
so the holy name of the Lord, if chanted
once without offenses, can dissipate all
the reactions of a living being’s sinful life.
All glories to that holy name of the Lord,
which is auspicious for the entire world.”

Srila Prabhupada gave the following
explanation of chanting Hare Krsna:

This transcendental vibration of chanting
of Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Radma, Hare Rima, Rima
Rama, Hare Hare is the sublime method of
reviving our Krsna consciousness. As living
spiritual souls we are all originally Krsna
consciousentities, butdue to our association
with matter since time immemorial, ourcon-
sciousness is now polluted by the material
atmosphere.

In this polluted concept of life, we are try-

ing to exploit the resources of material na-
ture, but actually we are becoming more and
more entangled in her complexities. This il-
lusion is called maya—our hard struggle for
existence for winning over the stringent laws
of material nature.

This illusory struggle against material na-
ture can at once be stopped by the revival of
our Krsna consciousness. Krsna conscious-
ness is not an artificial imposition on the
mind. It is the original energy of the living
entity. When we hear the transcendental vi-
bration, this consciousness is revived, and
therefore the process of chanting Hare
Krsna is recommended by authorities for
this age.

By practical experience, also, we can per-
ceive that by chanting this maha-mantra, or
“the greatchanting for deliverance,” onecan
at once feel transcendental ecstasy from the
spiritual stratum. When one is actually on
the plane of spiritual understanding, sur-
passing the stages of sense, mind, and intelli-
gence, one is situated on the transcendental
plane.

Thischanting of Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare is directly
enacted from the spiritual platform, surpass-
ing all lower stages of consciousness, namely
sensual, mental, and intellectual. Thereisno
need to understand the language of the
mantra, nor is there any need of mental
speculation, nor any intellectual adjustment
forchanting this maha-mantra. Itsprings au-
tomatically from the spiritual platform, and
as such anyone can take part in this tran-
scendental sound vibration without any pre-
vious qualification and dance in ecstasy. We
have seen it practically—even a child can
take part in the chanting, or even a dog can
take part in it.

The chanting should be heard, however,
from the lips of a pure devotee of the Lord, so
thattheimmediate effectcan be achieved. As
far as possible, chanting from the lips of
nondevotees should be avoided. Milk
touched by the lips of a serpent has poison-
ous effects.

The word Hara is a form of addressing the
energy of the Lord. Both Krsna and Rama are
forms of directly addressing the Lord, and
they mean “the highest pleasure.” Hara is the
supreme pleasure potency of the Lord. This
potency, addressed as Hare helps us in
reaching the Supreme Lord.

The material energy, known as mdayd, is
also one of the multipotencies of the Lord.
Thelivingentities are described as an energy
that is superior to matter. When the superior
energy is in contact with inferior energy, it
becomes an incompatible situation. But
when the marginal potency isin contact with
the supreme spiritual potency, Hara, it be-
comes the happy, normal condition of the
living entity.

The three words—namely Hare, Krsna,
and Rama—are the transcendental seeds of
the mahd-mantra, and the chanting is the
spiritual call for the Lord and His internal
energy, Hara, for giving protection to the
conditioned souls. The chanting is exactly
like genuine crying by the child for his
mother. Mother Hara helps in achieving the

(continued on page 28)



Krsna’s Cafe Gains
Soviet Public’s Interest

Leningrad, U.S.S.R.—Cafe
Sankirtana, the Soviet Union’s first
Hare Krsna vegetarian restaurant,
has established itself in this
culturally progressive city. A broad
clientele of students, artists,
scientists, philosophers, and other
professionals are attracted to the
atmosphere of the restaurant. The
devotees dress in dhotis and saris,

The cafe had to overcome some
obstacles in the beginning, as when
the government sent Health
Department inspectors to close it
down. But neither they nor the fire
department could find any real
faults. They did, however, manage
to enjoy prasadam and the purify-
ing environment of the restaurant,
leaving cheerfully and favorably
impressed. The cafe has also drawn

Devotees hold their evening chanting session at Cafe Sankirtana in Leningrad,

and they chant devotional songs
every evening. Paintings of Krsna
decorate the walls.

Keeping its prices low to
accommodate the most customers,
Cafe Sankirtana offers a prasadam
menu of rice, dal, sweet balls,
halava, barfi, sabji, lasst, and
turmeric cookies. The cafe is open
seven days a week and has become
very popular with the intelligentsia.
The cafe serves more than a
hundred people a day, and many
customers donate services and
food. Guests express their
appreciation by buying Srila
Prabhupada’s books, writing
favorably in the guest book, and
lingering in the transcendental
atmosphere to discuss spiritual
philosophy.

the attention of Leningrad’s TV
station, which recently broadcast
a positive program about the
successes of Lord Caitanya’s first
Soviet restaurant.

Armenian Devotees
Offer Food Relief to
Quake Victims

Armenia, U.S.S.R.—Reaching out
to quake victims here, Hare Krsna
devotees successfully organized
massive food relief programs. In
Yerevan, the state’s capital, they
established a bakery, producing
varieties of bread and traditional
Indian sweets to send to stricken
cities such as Leninakan and
Kirovakan.

AndVillage

Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

Daily cooking fresh bread,
kicchart (rice-and-vegetable stew),
and more than three hundred liters
of hot soup, the devotees touched
the shattered lives of thousands of
survivors, bringing them spiritual
and material solace from the havoc
of the catastrophe. A van and a
truck were donated, and the
Leninakan authorities provided
ISKCON with a cafeteria building
located in the center of town.

For two months the devotees
served residents, Soviet and foreign
relief workers, police, military
personnel, and even the local
prosecutor. All the devotees and
team members wore badges
exclaiming “Hare Krsna,” and
most of them wore dhotls or saris,
despite the relentless cold. Many
recipients responded enthusias-
tically by accepting books on
Krsna consciousness in Armenian,
Russian, and English.

The last Soviet Hare Krsna
prisoner of conscience to be
released from a labor camp, Agvan
Arutunyan, gained freedom just in
time to come to the aid of his
fellow Armenians.

New Radha-Krsna
Temple for Italy

Milan, Italy—Devotees recently
purchased property for a temple
complex here. Located in the
Milan region near Bergamo city,
the temple compound comprises
two large buildings and several
smaller ones. The temple room
easily accommodates three
hundred guests, and two prasadam
halls seat a hundred guests each.
Besides ample office space for the
Italian Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
and the temple management, there
are two spacious kitchens and
thirty-five residential rooms.
According to temple president
Madhusevita dasa, in the near
future the devotees expect to install
Deities of Radha-Krsna next to
Gaura-Nitai, who are already being
worshiped here. The devotees are
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also planning to begin publishing a
monthly Italian Back to Godhead to
increase their already exceptional
book distribution.

NEWS BRIEFS

The Hare Krsna Pro-Life
Committee participated in an anti-
abortion demonstration on the
anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the
U.S. Supreme Court decision that
legalized abortion in America. The
demonstration was held in front of
San Diego’s Twenty-Four-Hour
Pain Treatment Building, which
houses an abortion clinic. Eight
devotees carried banners reading
“Abortion is Bad Karma,” “Roe v.

Every Town and Village

Wade Did Not Repeal the Law of
Karma,” and “The Fetus is a
Person with a Right to Life.”

The devotees, whose presence
pleased the protest’s organizers and
drew media attention, chanted the
holy names and distributed leaflets
propounding the Vedic conclu-
sions. Krsna-kumari-devi dasi was
interviewed by the Reader, San
Diego’s most popular weekly
newspaper. The interview resulted
in a half-page article, with
subsequent dialogues in the paper’s
Letters to the Editor section that
helped define ISKCON’s position
on the controversy.

L ]

Thirteen million British TV

viewers will get a chance to see

Festivals & Calendar

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritual calendar that divides the year into twelve months,
each named for adifferent form of Krsna. The devotees at any Hare Krsna center will gladly tell
you more about the meaning of the festivals listed here.

Month of Sridhara
(July 19-August 17)

August 5—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Raghunandana Thakura and Srila
Varsidasa Babaji, great devotees of Lord
Caitanya.

August 13—Pavitraropani Ekadasi. Fast-
ing from grains and beans. Jhulana-yatra
(swing festival) of Sri Sri Radha-Govinda
begins.

August 14—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Ripa Gosvami, one of the six Go-
svamis of Vmdéavana. Disappearance an-
niversary of Srila Gauridasa Pandita, an
associate of Lord Caitanya.

August 17—Jhulana-yatra ends. Appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Balarama. Fast-
ing till noon, followed by feasting. Also,
second month of Caturmasya begins (fast-
ing frolrn yogurt).

Month of Hrsikesa
(August 18-September 29)

August 24—Sri Krsna-janmastami, the
appearance anniversary of Lord Krsna.
Fasting till midnight. Call your local Hare
Krsna temple for a schedule of events.

August 25—Appearance anniversary of
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, founder-dcédrya ofthe
International Society for Krishna Con-
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sciousness. Fasting till noon, followed by
feasting.

August 27—Annadd Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

September 5—Appearance anniversary
of Srimati Sita-devi, the consort of Srila
Advaita Acarya.

September 8—Appearance anniversary
of Srimati Radharani. Fasting till noon, fol-
lowed by feasting.

September 11—Parsva Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans, and fasting for the
appearance of Lord Vamanadeva.

September 12—Sri Vamana-dvadasi,
appearance anniversary of Lord Vamana-
deva. Feast at noon. Appearance anniver-
sary of Srila Jiva Gosvami, one of the six
Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

September 13—Appearance anniversary
of Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, father of
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
(Srila Prabhupada's spiritual master), and
a pioneer in preaching Krsna conscious-
ness in English. Fasting till noon, followed
by feasting.

September 14—Disappearance anniver-
sary of Srila Haridasa Thakura, the fore-
mostteacherofthe chanting of Hare Krsna.

September 15—Anniversary of the ac-
ceptance of sannydsa by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.
Third month of Caturméasya begins (fast-
ing from milk).

“Cooking with Kurma,” the
thirteen-part series on Vedic
vegetarian cooking produced by
ISKCON Television (ITV). The
series will be aired on London
Weekend TV and broadcast
throughout the London area. Other
TV networks, including South
Africa’s first cable network, are also
purchasing broadcasting rights for
the show.

“Our intention was to make Srila
Prabhupada’s recipes available to
everyone through the video
medium and create interest in
Vedic culture and philosophy,”
says Nrsithhananda dasa of ITV,
who is looking forward to
marketing the video in the United
States.

RESOURCES

Become trained in brahminical
knowledge, qualities, and skills.
The Vrndavana Institute for Higher
Education is offering courses in
studying Srila Prabhupada’s books;
clear thinking, speaking, and
writing; Vaisnava etiquette;
Sanskrit for preachers; and more.
For information write The
Vrndavana Institute for Higher
Education, c¢/o ISKCON Ministry
of Education, P.O. Box 400767,
Brooklyn, NY 11240.

Now your television can bring you
closer to Krsna. Videocassettes from
ITV (ISKCON Television) bring
the spiritual vision of Krsna into
your home.

See the pastimes of Lord Krsna
and Lord Rama. . . . Visit the
centers of the Hare Krsna
movement around the world. . . .
Attend classes given by Srila
Prabhupada himself. . . . Relish
the life story of Srila Prabhupada
in Your Ever Well-Wisher.

Almost 100 shows to choose
from. Top-quality, low-priced
videocassettes. Available in %-inch,
34-inch, NTSC (American), and
PAL (overseas).

For a full catalog, send $1.00
(U.S.) to ITV, P.O. Box 1015, Culver
City, California 90232, USA.

In Australasia, write to ITV, P.O.
Box 2329, Sydney, N.SW. 2001,
Australia.

Note to Subscribers. Planning to
move? Let us know when and
where so we can keep your BACK TO
GODHEAD coming without a break.
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SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the “cream of the Vedic literatures” of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The original
Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: “The Status Quo”

CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO

The Marriage of
Kardama Muni and Devahuti

In this installment of our continuing presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam,
Emperor Svayambhuva Manu praises the sage Kardama Muni, who has just
welcomed the emperorto his hermitage and spoken about a king s dutiesin the
Vedic social system, known as varnaérama.

TEXT 4
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ato hy anyonyam dtmanarm
brahma ksatrar ca raksatah
raksati smavyayo devah
sa yah sad-asad-dtmakah

atah—hence; hi—certainly; anyonyam—each other; dtmdanam—the
self; brahma—the bréhmanas; ksatram—the ksatriyas; ca—and; rak-
satah—protect; raksati sma—protects; avyayah—immutable; devah—
the Lord; sah—He; yah—who; sat-asat-dtmakah—the form of the
cause and effect.

TRANSLATION

That is why the brahmanas and ksatriyas protect each other, as
well as themselves; and the Lord Himself, who is both the cause
and effect and is yet immutable, protects them through each other.

PURPORT

The entire social structure of varpa and dsrama is a cooperative
system meant to uplift all to the highest platform of spiritual realization.
The brahmanas are intended to be protected by the ksatriyas, and the
ksatriyas also are intended to be enlightened by the brahmanas. When
the brahmanas and ksatriyas cooperate nicely, the other subordinate
divisions, the vaiSyas, or mercantile people, and the §iidras, or laborer
class, automatically flourish. The entire elaborate system of Vedic society
was therefore based on the importance of the brahmanas and ksatriyas.
The Lord is the real protector, but He is unattached to the affairs of pro-
tection. He creates brahmanas for the protection of the ksatriyas, and
ksatriyas for the protection of the brahmanas. He remains aloof from all
activities; therefore, He is called nirvikara, “without activity.” He has
nothing to do. He is so great that He does not perform action personally,
but His energies act. The brahmanas and ksatriyas, and anything that we
see, are different energies acting upon one another.

Although individual souls are all different, the Superself, or Supersoul,
is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Individually one's self may dif-
fer from others in certain qualities and may engage in different ac-
tivities, such as those of a brdhmana, ksatriya or vaisya, but when there
is complete cooperation among different individual souls, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead as Supersoul, Paramatmi, being one in every in-
dividual soul, is pleased and gives them all protection. As stated before,

the brahmanas are produced from the mouth of the Lord, and the
ksatriyas are produced from the chest or arms of the Lord. If the dif-
ferent castes or social sections, although apparently differently occupied
in different activities, nevertheless act in full cooperation, then the Lord
is pleased. This is the idea of the institution of four varnas and four
asramas. If the members of different d@sramas and varnas cooperate fully
in Krsna consciousness, then society is well protected by the Lord, with-
out doubt.

In Bhagavad-gita it is stated that the Lord is the proprietor of all dif-
ferent bodies. The individual soul is the proprietor of his individual
body, but the Lord clearly states, “‘My dear Bharata, you must know that
1 am also ksetra-jria.” Ksetra-jiia means “the knower or proprietor of the
body.” The individual soul is the proprietor of the individual body, but
the Supersoul, the Personality of Godhead, Krsna, is the proprietor of all
bodies everywhere. He is the proprietor not only of human bodies but of
birds, beasts and all other entities, not only on this planet but on other
planets also. He is the supreme proprietor: therefore He does not become
divided by protecting the different individual souls. He remains one and
the same. That the sun appears on top of everyone's head when at the
meridian does not imply that the sun becomes divided. One man thinks
that the sun is on his head only, whereas five thousand miles away
another man is thinking that the sun is only on his head. Similarly, the
Supersoul, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is one, but He appears
to individually oversee each individual soul. This does not mean that the
individual soul and the Supersoul are one. They are one in quality, as
spirit soul, but the individual soul and Supersoul are different.

TEXT 5
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tava sandarsanad eva
cchinnd me sarva-sarisayah
yat svayam bhagavan pritya
dharmam dha riraksisoh

tava—your; sandarsanat—by sight; eva—only; chinndh—resolved:
me—my; sarva-samsayah—all doubts; yat—inasmuch as; svayam—
personally: bhagavan—Your Lordship: pritya—lovingly; dharmam—
duty; aha—explained: riraksisoh—of a king anxious to protect his
subjects,

TRANSLATION
Now I have resolved all my doubts simply by meeting you, for
Your Lordship has very kindly and clearly explained the duty of a
king who desires to protect his subjects.

PURPORT

Manu described herewith the result of seeing a great saintly person.
Lord Caitanya says that one should always try to associate with saintly
persons b if one establishes a proper association with a saintly per-
son, even for a moment, one attains all perfection. Somehow or other, if
one meets a saintly person and achieves his favor, then the entire mission
of one’s human life is fulfilled. In our personal experience we have ac-
tual proof of this statement of Manu. Once we had the opportunity to
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meet Visnupada Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvimi
Mahardja, and on first sight he requested this humble self to preach his
message in the Western countries. There was no preparation for this, but
somehow or other he desired it, and by his grace we are now engaged in
executing his order, which has given us a transcendental occupation and
has saved and liberated us from the occupation of material activities.
Thus it is actually a fact that if one meets a saintly person completely

gaged in tr dental duties and achieves his favor, then one’s life
mission becomes complete. What is not possible to achieve in thousands
of lives can be achieved in one moment if there is an opportunity to meet
a saintly person. It is therefore enjoined in Vedic literature that one
should always try to associate with saintly persons and try to disassociate
oneself from the common man, because by one word of a saintly person
one can be liberated from material entanglement. A saintly person has
the power, because of his spiritual advancement, to give immediate
liberation to the conditioned soul. Here Manu admits that all his doubts
are now over because Kardama has very kindly described the different
duties of individual souls.

TEXT 6
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distyd me bhagavan drsto
durdarso yo 'krtdtmandm

distya pada-rajah sprstari
$irsnd me bhavatah sivam

distyd—by good fortune; me—my; bhagavin—all-powerful; drstah—
is seen; durdarsah—not easily seen; yah—who; akrta-dtmandm —of those
who have not controlled the mind and senses; distya—by my good for-
tune; pada-rajah—the dust of the feet; sprstam—is touched; sirspa—by
the head; me—my; bhavatah—your; sivam ing all ic

TRANSLATION

It is my good fortune that I have been able to see you, for you
cannot easily be seen by persons who have not subdued the mind
or controlled the senses. I am all the more fortunate to have
touched with my head the blessed dust of your feet.

PURPORT

The perfection of transcendental life can be achieved simply by touch-
ing the holy dust of the lotus feet of a holy man. In the Bhdagavatam it is
said, mahat-pdda-rajo- ‘bhisekam, which means to be blessed by the holy
dust of the lotus feet of a mahat, a great devotee. As stated in Bhagavad-
gitd, mahdtmdnas tu: those who are great souls are under the spell of
spiritual energy, and their symptom is that they fully engage in Krsna
consciousness for the service of the Lord. Therefore they are called
makat. Unless one is fortunate enough to have the dust of the lotus feet
of a mahatma on one’s head, there is no possibility of perfection in
spiritual life.

The parampara system of disciplic succession is very important as a
means of spiritual success, One becomes a mahat by the grace of his
mahat spiritual master, If one takes shelter of the lotus feet of a great
soul, there is every possibility of one’s also becoming a great soul. When
Maharaja Rahiigana asked Jada Bharata about his wonderful achieve-
ment of spiritual success, he replied to the King that spiritual success is
not possible simply by following the rituals of religion or simply by con-
verting oneself into a sannydst or offering sacrifices as recommended in
the scriptures. These methods are undoubtedly helpful for spiritual
realization, but the real effect is brought about by the grace of a
mahatma. In Vidvanitha Cakravarti Thikura’s eight stanzas of prayer to
the spiritual master, it is clearly stated that simply by satisfying the spiri-
tual master one can achieve the supreme success in life, and in spite of
executing all ritualistic performances, if one cannot satisfy the spiritual
master, one has no access to spiritual perfection. Here the word akrtat-
mandm is very significant, Atma means “body,” “*soul,” or *mind,” and
akrtdtmd means the common man, who cannot control the senses or the
mind. Because the common man is unable to control the senses and the
mind, it is his duty to seek the shelter of a great soul or a great devotee of
the Lord and just try to please him. That will make his life perfect. A
common man cannot rise to the topmost stage of spiritual perfection
simply by following the rituals and religious principles. He has to take
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shelter of a bona fide spiritual master and work under his direction
faithfully and sincerely; then he becomes perfect, without a doubt.

TEXT 7
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distya tvayanusisto "harh
krtas canugraho mahan

apavrtaih karna-randhrair
Justa distyosatir girah

distya—luckily; twayda—by you; anusistah—instructed; aham—I;
krtah—bestowed; ca—and; anugrahah—favor; mahan—great; apavr-
taih—open; karna-randhraih—with the holes of the ears; justah—
received; distyd—by good fortune; usatih—pure; girah—words.

TRANSLATION

I have fortunately been instructed by you, and thus great favor
has been bestowed upon me. I thank God that I have listened with

open ears to your pure words.

PURPORT

Srila Rapa Gosvami has given directions, in his Bhakti-rasamrta-
sindhu, on how to accept a bona fide spiritual master and how to deal
with him. First, the desiring candidate must find a bona fide spiritual
master, and then he must very eagerly receive instructions from him and
execute them. This is reciprocal service. A bona fide spiritual master or
saintly person always desires to elevate a common man who comes to
him. Because everyone is under the delusion of maya and is forgetful of
his prime duty, Krsna consciousness, a saintly person always desires that
everyone become a saintly person. It is the function of a saintly person to
invoke Krsna consciousness in every forgetful common man.

Manu said that since he was advised and instructed by Kardama Muni,
he was very much favored. He considered himself lucky to receive the

ge by aural reception. It is especially’ mentioned here that one
should be very inquisitive to hear with open ears from the authorized
source of the bona fide spiritual master. How is one to receive? One
should receive the transcendental message by aural reception. The word
karna-randhraih means “through the holes of the ears.” The favor of
the spiritual master is not received through any other part of the body
but the ears. This does not mean, however, that the spiritual master gives
a particular type of mantra through the ears in exchange for some dollars
and if the man meditates on that he achieves perfection and becomes God
within six months. Such reception through the ears is bogus. The real
fact is that a bona fide spiritual master knows the nature of a particular
man and what sort of duties he can perform in Krsna consciousness, and
he instructs him in that way. He instructs him through the ear, not pri-
vately, but publicly. “You are fit for such and such work in Krsna con-
sciousness. You can act in this way.” One person is advised to act in
Krsna consciousness by working in the Deities’ room, another is advised
to act in Krgna consciousness by performing editorial work, another is
advised to do preaching work, and another is advised to carry out Krsna
consciousness in the cooking department. There are different depart-
ments of activity in Krsna consciousness, and a spiritual master, knowing
the particular ability of a particular man, trains him in such a way that
by his tendency to act he becomes perfect. Bhagavad-gita makes it clear
that one can attain the highest perfection of spiritual life simply by offer-
ing service according to his ability, just as Arjuna served Krsna by his
ability in the military art. Arjuna offered his service fully as a military
man, and he became perfect. Similarly, an artist can attain perfection
simply by performing artistic work under the direction of the spiritual
master. If one is a literary man, he can write articles and poetry for the
service of the Lord under the direction of the spiritual master. One has to
receive the message of the spiritual master regarding how to act in one's
capacity, for the spiritual master is expert in giving such instructions.

This combination, the instruction of the spiritual master and the
faithful execution of the instruction by the disciple, makes the entire
process perfect, Srila Viévanatha Cakravarti Thakura describes in his ex-
planation of the verse in Bhagavad-gitd, vy dyatmika buddhih, that
one who wants to be certain to achieve spiritual success must take the in-
struction from the spiritual master as to what his particular function is.




He should faithfully try to execute that particular instruction and should
consider that his life and soul. The faithful execution of the instruction
which he receives from the spiritual master is the only duty of a disciple,
and that will bring him perfection. One should be very careful to receive
the message from the spiritual master through the ears and execute it
faithfully. That will make one’s life successful.

TEXT 8
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sa bhavan duhitr-sneha-
pariklistatmano mama

srotum arhasi dinasya
sravitarh krpaya mune

sah—yourself; bhavan—Your Honor; duhitr-sneha—by affection for
my daughter; pariklista-atmanah—whose mind is agitated; mama—
my; Srotum—to listen; arhasi—be pleased; dinasya—of my humble
self; sravitam—to the prayer; krpayd—graciously; mune—0 sage.

TRANSLATION

O great sage, graciously be pleased to listen to the prayer of my
humble self, for my mind is troubled by affection for my
daughter.

PURPORT

When a disciple is perfectly in consonance with the spiritual master,
having received his message and executed it perfectly and sincerely, he
has a right to ask a particular favor from the spiritual master. Generally
a pure devotee of the Lord or & pure disciple of a bona fide spiritual
master does not ask any favor either from the Lord or the spiritual
master, .but even if there is a need to ask a favor from the spiritual
master, one cannot ask that favor without satisfying him fully.
Sviyambhuva Manu wanted to disclose his mind regarding the function
he wanted to execute due to affection for his daughter.

TEXT 9
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priyavratottanapadoh
svaseyam duhitd mama

anvicchati patim yuktari
vayah-sila-gunadibhih

priyavrata-uttdnopadoh—of Priyavrata and Uttinapada; svasé—
sister; iyam—this; duhitd—daughter; mama—my; anvicchati—is
seeking; patim—hushand; yukiam—suited; vayah-sila-guna-adibhih—by
age, character, good qualities, etc.

TRANSLATION

My daughter is the sister of Priyavrata and Uttanapéda. She is
seeking a suitable husband in terms of age, character and good
qualities.

PURPORT

The grown-up daughter of Sviyambhuva Manu, Devahiiti, had good
character and was well qualified; therefore she was searching for a suit-
able husband just befitting her age, qualities and character. The purpose
of Manu's introducing his daughter as the sister of Priyavrata and Ut-
tAnapida, two great kings, was to convince the sage that the girl came
from a great family, She was his daughter and at the same time the sister
of ksatriyas; she did not come from a lower-class family. Manu therefore
offered her to Kardama as just suitable for his purpose. It is clear that al-
though the daughter was mature in age and qualities, she did not go out
and find her hushand independently. She expressed her desive for a suit-
able hushand corresponding to her character, age and quality, and the
father himself, out of affection for his daughter, took charge of finding
such a husband.

TEXT 10
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yada tu bhavatah Sila-
Sruta-ripo-vayo-gundn

asmon ndradad esa
tvayy dsit krta-niscaya

yadd—when; fu—but; bhavatah—your; sila—noble character;
$§ruta—learning; rilpa—beautiful appearance; vayah—youth; gundan—
virtues; asrmot—heard; ndradat—from Nirada Muni; esa—Devahdti;
tvayi—in you; dsit—became; krta-niscayd—fixed in determination.

TRANSLATION

The moment she heard from the sage Nireda of your nchle
character, learning, beautiful appearance, youth and other virtues,
she fixed her mind upon you.

PURPORT

The girl Devahiiti did not personally see Kardama Muni, nor did she
personally experience his character or qualities, since there was no social
intercourse by which she could gain such understanding. But she heard
about Kardama Muni from the autherity of Narada Muni. Hearing from
an authority is a better experience than gaining personal understanding.
She heard from Narada Muni that Kardama Muni was just fit to be her
husband; therefore she became fixed in her heart that she would marry
him, and she expressed her desire to her father, who therefore brought
her before him.

TEXT 11
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tat praticcha dvijagryemam
sraddhayopahridr maya

sarvdimandnuripdm te
grhamedhisu karmasu

tat—therefore; praticcha—please accept; dvija-agrya—0 best of the
brahmanas; imam—her; sraddhaya—with faith; upahrtdm—offered as
a presentation; mayd—by me; sarva-dtmand—in every way; anu-
rapdm—suitable; te—for you; grha-medhisu—in the household; kar-
masu—duties.

TRANSLATION

Therefore please accept her, O chief of the brahmanas, for I
offer her with faith and she is in every respect fit to be your wife
and take charge of your houschold duties.

PURPORT

The words grhamedhisu karmasu mean “‘in household duties.”
Another word is also used here: sarvatmandanuripam. The purport is
that a wife should not only be equal to her husband in age, character and
qualities, but must be helpful to him in his household duties. The house-
hold duty of a man is not to satisfy his sense gratification, but to remain
with a wife and children and at the same time attain advancement in
spiritual life. One who does not do so is not a householder but a
grhamedhi. Two words are used in Sanskrit literature; one is grhastha,
and the other is grhamedhi The difference between grhamedhi and
grhastha is that grhastha is also an dsrama, or spiritual order, but if one
simply satisfies his senses as a householder, then he is a grhamedht. For a
grhamedhi, to accept a wife means to satisfy the senses, but for a
grhastha a qualified wife is an assistant in every respect for advancement
in spiritual activities. It is the duty of the wife to take charge of house-
hold affairs and not to compete with the husband. A wife is meant to
help, but she cannot help her husband unless he is completely equal to
her in age, character and quality.

(continued in next issue)
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Mantra Meditation

(continued from page 22)
grace of the supreme father Hari, or Krsna,
and the Lord reveals Himselfto such sincere
devotees.

Therefore no other means of spiritual
realization is as effective in this age as chant-
ing the maha-mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

Certain activities are conducive to pure
chanting of Hare Krsna and therefore to
one’s advancement in spiritual life. There
are also detrimental activities. It is im-
portant to be able to distinguish between
the two; otherwise, one’s attempt to make
spiritual progress will be like trying to
light a fire while pouring water on it.

The following are considered by Vedic
authorities to be favorable for one’s spiri-
tual advancement:

1. Patient, enthusiastic determination
to advance spiritually by chanting Hare
Krsna.

2. Living a regulated life according to
spiritual principles.

3. Avoiding unnecessary material
activities.

4. Associating with devotees.

5. Reading the sacred scriptures like
Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

6.Eatingonly food that'sbeen offeredto
Krsna.

7. Being clean, humble, and honest.

8. Living simply.

Unfavorable activities include:

1. Greedyendeavor for material accom-
plishments.

2. Engaging in unnecessary worldly
talk.

3. Not following spiritual principles, or
blindly following rituals.

4. Meat-eating, illicit sex, intoxication,
and gambling.

5. Pride, lust, anger, and greed.

6. Close friendship with materialistic
people.

One must also carefully avoid offenses
in relation to the chanting of the Lord’s
holy name. The Padma Purana lists the
following:

1. To blaspheme the devotees who have
dedicated their lives for propagating the
holy name of the Lord.

2. To consider the names of the demi-
gods like Lord Siva or Lord Brahma to be
equal to, or independent of, the name of
Lord Visnu.

3. To disobey the orders of the spiritual
master.

4. To blaspheme Vedic literature or lit-
erature in pursuance of the Vedic version.

5. To consider the glories of chanting

Hare Krsna to be imaginary.

6. To give some interpretation on the
holy name of the Lord.

7. To commit sinful activities on the
strength of the holy name of the Lord.

8. To consider the chanting of Hare
Krsna one of the auspicious ritualistic
activities offered in the Vedas as fruitive
activities.

9. To instruct a faithless person about
the glories of the holy name.

10. To not have complete faith in the
chanting of the holy names and to main-
tain material attachments, even after un-
derstanding so many instructions on this
matter.

For thousands of years, persons aspir-
ing to awaken their original, pure con-
sciousness have practiced the chanting of
the Hare Krsna mantra. By chanting you
loosen your ties to material bondage—
birth, old age, disease, and death. You pre-
pare for the ultimate test—death—which
will determine whether you have used
your human intelligence to furtherentan-
gle yourself in the labyrinth of karmic
reactions or to leave the prison of this ma-
terial world and return to your real home,
the spiritual world, where innumerable
spirit souls enjoy an eternal life in bliss
and knowledge in the company of Krsna,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.EJ

Ever Wish You Gould Have Talked With Prabhupada?

Thousands of people did, and you can be there. From 1967 to
1977, more than 800 conversations with Srila Prabhupada were
recorded on tape. They reveal the nature of a pure devotee of
Krsna who was absorbed in Krsna consciousness while at the
same time committed and involved in a very practical way as a

preacher and leader of a worldwide movement.

Conversations With Srila Prabhupada

This new series of books is
being published in 400-page
softbound volumes. The first
20 of these volumes are now
available as a set for $225
plus postage. The books can
also be purchased by install-
ments: $90 for the first
installment, plus 3 install-
ments of $50 each, plus
postage. This is a limited
edition; only 1,000 sets will
be printed.

Archival Collectors’ Edition—Unedited and Unabridged
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P.O. Box 34453, Los Angeles, CA 90034
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THE VEDIC OBSERVER

Transcendental Commentary on the Issues of the Day

SOOTHING A
SATANIC SOCIETY

by Ranchor dasa
London

he trouble with saying what you

really think is that you've often
underestimated the strength of people’s
reactions. Instead of receiving congratu-
lations for your forthright expression of
the truth, you suddenly get swept into a
whole fresh controversy you never in-
tended to instigate.

Such is the case, it seems, with Salman
Rushdie and his Saranic Verses, the year’s
top-selling hardback book. Reportedly
Dr. Badawi, an eminently reasonable Is-
lamic theologian and influential leaderin
Britain, spent most of a shared railway
journey trying to convince Rushdie as a
friend thatit would be madness to publish
the book. But the author would have none
ofit. He was convinced that the world was
ready to hear him and made his motto
“Publish and be damned.” So he did, and
he was. Badawi has now offered Rushdie
asylum in his house.

In seems that Rushdie’s offense is two-
fold. He has blasphemed the Prophet and
other great Islamic teachers and ques-
tioned the traditional account of the
founding and early days of Islam; and he
has abandoned the faith of his birth,
Islam, and become what everyone now
knows as an apostate.

Curiously, atthe recent summit of Mus-
lim countries it was the latter offense that
was stressed the most, which suggests that
the writer is being held up as a ghastly
warning to others who, being assailed by
doubts as to the authenticity or purity of
their religion, may choose to follow his
path. Perhaps this added persuasion will
be needed to keep all within the fold, in
view of the unsavory insights into the
workings of modern Islam this whole epi-
sode has afforded us.

Putting heretics to death is nothing
new, of course, as a glance at English his-
tory will soon tell us. I grew up as a
choirboy in Westminster Cathedral, with
the salutary reminder of John South-
worth’s body. Pieced back together after
having been hung, drawn, and quartered,
itnowlies resplendentin ceremonial vest-

ments inside a glass case in a side chapel
dedicated to the Forty Martyrs, some of
the four hundred or so men and women
who were putto death for their beliefs dur-
ing the sixteenth-century religious tur-
moil in England.

The spectacle of this historical period
exercised a morbid fascination for me and
my companions living at the choir school
in the depths of that great establishment.
Some of our favorite readings, in between
angelic anthems, were the gory accounts
given in pamphlets sold at the back of the
cathedral of the various methods of tor-
ture and execution employed at the time.

What makes the over-zealous reaction
to Rushdie’s book so disturbing, then, is
certainly not that it represents a break
with tradition. The difference is that the
goal posts have moved; no longer are we
living in a society where everything re-
volves around religion and religious au-
thority; no longer can one grow up secure
in the knowledge that God created the
world in seven days and who is there to
prove otherwise! or that Christianity must
be the true religion because there is no
other; or that Mohammed must be the
true prophet of God because nobody

DRAWING BY KESISUDANA DASA

dares say anything else.

Inthe face of the endless barrage of con-
tradictory and senseless propaganda re-
leased by our latter-day mentors—the
television, press, and secular education—
a child of today cannot even be sure
whether it is right to be good or good to be
right, or, indeed, what is right itself.

Small wonder that Salman Rushdie,
born and educated in modern India,
transported to England in his youth, cut
off from his family roots, and hailed as a
great writer, was moved to question the ar-
chaic assumptions of his childhood reli-
gion. Surely those with any intelligence in

today’s atheistic and impious world are
going to be assailed by doubts as to the
truth of their religion or any religion. And
havingdecidedthattheydo wanttobe reli-
gious, why should they feel bound by the
religion of their family, the one they just
happen to have been born into? And why
should they not inquire into other tradi-
tions—evaluate and compare, discuss
and debate, even write books about their
doubts if they feel so moved? Rushdie
madeatacticalerrorin publishing Satanic
Verses; that is indisputable. Maybe he

(continued on page 34)
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Chosen People

Or People
Who Choose!

The rich theology of the Vedic literature can end
speculative attempts to resolve the apparently
contradictory concepts of predestination and free will.

by DRUTAKARMA DASA

I< imberly picks up a tape by a rock band known for its
satanic image and clicks it into her Walkman. Put-
ting on the earphones, she turns the volume way up.

“Maybe I was just made evil,” says Kimberley to herself.
Thatleadstoanotherthought.“Maybe some people are made
good. Like Heather. Everything always seems to go right for
Heather. God seems to like her.”

Kimberley’s not a theologian, but she’s contemplating
something that Western theologians have discussed for
centuries without reaching any definite conclusions. The
question is this: Does God choose certain individuals or
groups for salvation? In other words, are there chosen peo-
ple? And, alternatively, are certain persons selected for
condemnation? St

The technical term for the matter under discus-
sion is predestination, a word which implies that our final des-
tination, be it heaven or hell, is programmed into our souls
from the beginningof ourexistence. Thus the question of pre-
destination is closely connected with the concept of free will.

Alothasbeen spoken and written about all this, but most of
it is highly speculative. Not surprisingly, many of the views
expressed contradict each other.

Speaking of the Judeo-Christian tradition, C. T. Mclntyre
writes in his article on predestination in The Encyclopedia of

ILLUSTRATION BY KESISUDANA DASA
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Religion, “Advocates of all positions have
appealed to the scriptures, although the
scriptures do not contain doctrines of free
will and predestination, nor even these
words.”

It would be too bad, however, if we had
to rely on theological speculators to an-
swer such questions. It’s hard to trust
them, because the human mind is so lim-
ited and prone to error. That's why God
gives scriptures in the first place.

According to the sages of India, God
has given different scriptures to different
people at different times and places ac-
cording to their level of understanding.
Some scriptures therefore give more in-
formation than others. The Bible and the
Koran, forexample, give only very limited
information about the soul and the im-
portant questions of free will and predes-
tination. The Vedic scriptures of India,
however, give more detailed information,
which will help us examine these ques-
tions without going off into the insecure
realm of imagination and speculation.

The basic message of Vedic literature
on the question of predestination is that
the choosing is done by the individual
soul and not by God. We are choosing
people, not chosen people.

God says He is neutral. In Bhagavad-
£ita (9.29), Lord Krsna, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, says, “l envy no one,
nor am I partial to anyone. I am equal to
all.” We could say that God is the original
equal opportunity employer.

Yet Krsna goes on to state in that same
passage of the Gita, “But whoever renders
service unto Me in devotion is a friend, is
inMe,andI am also a friend to him.” God
exhibits no special favoritism to any par-
ticular person or group. But if someone
voluntarily behaves in a friendly way
toward Him, He responds in kind.

Now one mightobject: “Ha! Soifyou're
not friendly to God, then He zaps you,
right? That's not very cool.” But no, you
zap yourself, so to speak.

The Vedanta-siatra (2.1.34) says vaisamya-
nairghrnye na sapeksatvat tatha hi darsa-
yati: “The Lord neither hates nor likes
anyone, though He appearsto.” He surely
does appear to, one might be tempted to
say.

The reason God appears to hate one
person and like another is related to the
fact that He arranges to fulfill the desires
of each individual, giving each his or her
justly deserved reward or punishment. A
perverted desire yields a bad result. A
good desire yields a good result. Mixed de-
sires yield mixed results. Because the re-
sults come by God's arrangement, it looks
like He is to blame. But He’s not really.

Consider the example of a judge. One
person comes before the judge and re-
ceives an award of a million dollars in a
lawsuit against an insurance company.
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Another person comes before the judge
and is sentenced to ten years in prison for
fraud. The judge is responsible for neither
the award of a million dollars nor the ten-
year prison sentence. The lawis there, and
inthefinal analysis the persons who come
before the judge have by their own be-
havior determined the results they will re-
ceive. The judge is neutral—at least he
should be.

One difficulty with the suggestion that
God is fulfilling our desires is that we do
not appear to always get from God what
we consciously want. If I want a million
dollars,thenwhydon’t] getit? Rightaway!

The reason is that the results of our de-
sires and activities accumulate over the
course of many lifetimes, as we take on
one material body after another. If in a
past life we unlawfully deprived others of

he results of

our desires and
activities accumu-
late over the course
of many lifetimes,
as we take on one
body after another.
Ifin a past life we
unlawfully deprived
others of wealth, we
may now have to
suffer for that by

having unfulfilled
desires for riches.

wealth, we may now have to suffer for that
by having unfulfilled desires for riches. In
other words, what we desire is weighed
against what we deserve.

Anotherconsideration is that the desire
to get rich quick by demanding large
amounts of cash from God is a perverted
desire. Our desires are evaluated accord-
ing to a standard not of our own making,
Anditis according to thatstandard, what-
ever it may be, that the results of the spe-
cific desires are calculated. Maybe those
results will match up with our expecta-
tions, and maybe they won't. But, as the
Bhagavad-gita teaches, whatever we get is
exactly what we deserve, which might be
the pain of poverty, ora struggling middle-
class existence, or being rich but not rich
enough.

Sotosumup, God setsup the system but
is not responsible for what we get. The re-

sponsibility lies squarely with each one of
us. As Krsna says in the Gita (4.13), “Al-
though I am the creator of this system, you
should know that I am yet the nondoer.”
Healsosaysinthe Gita (9.9),“l ameverde-
tached from all these material activities,
seated asthough neutral.” Andin Chapter
Thirteen He says, “The living entity is the
cause of the various sufferings and enjoy-
ments in this world.”

Now, if you wantto criticize God for set-
tingup the system as He did (so that we get
bad results for certain desires and ac-
tions), you can. But it really doesn’t do
much good. Srila Prabhupada says it well
in his purport to Srimad-Bhagavatam
7.2.39:

The Lord does not create this material world
at anyone’s request. . . . If one argues, “Why
does He act in this way?” the answer is that
Hecandosobecause Heissupreme. . . .The
answer is that to prove His omnipotence He
can do anything, and no one can question
Him.If He were answerable tous concerning
why He does something and why He does
not, His supremacy would be curtailed.

Certain people will be satisfied with a
statement like this; others will feel ex-
treme dissatisfaction, even repulsion.
Here we are getting to the heart of the
whole question.

By nature we are capable of liking God
or disliking Him, of obeying His orders or
disobeying them. More accurately, ac-
cording to the Vedas our natural position
is to serve God with love; and if we so de-
sire we can give up that position and at-
tempt to serve our own selfish desires.

The Vedic literature gives reliable infor-
mation about the fundamental nature of
the living being. The Visnu Purana states:

visnu-saktih para proktd
ksetrajiakhya tatha para

avidyd-karma-sarmjiianyd
trilyd Saktir isyate

“The potency of Lord Visnu is summarized
in three categories, namely the spiritual
potency, the living entities, and igno-
rance. The spiritual potency is full of
knowledge; the living entities, although
belonging to the spiritual potency, are
subject to bewilderment; and the third en-
ergy, which is full of ignorance, is always
visible in fruitive activities.”

In other words, God has three main
energies: the spiritual energy, the energy
composed of the innumerable living enti-
ties, or souls, and the material energy. The
living entities are known as the tatastha-
$akti, or the marginal potency of the Lord,
because they have the ability to identify
with either matter or spirit, to exist in full
knowledge or in total illusion.

By nature, however, the soul belongs to
the spiritual potency. This is confirmed in
the Bhagavad-gita (15.7), wherein Lord



Krsna says, mamaivamso jiva-loke jiva-
bhitah sanatanah: “The living entities in
this conditioned world are My eternal
fragmental parts.”

We have always been around. As God
has always existed, we have always ex-
isted. Some theologians speculate that the
soul comes into being when the present
body comes into being. This is not only il-
logical (howcan somethingeternal havea
beginning?) butunsupported by scripture.

The Vedic scriptures further state,
vasanti yatra purusah sarve vaikuntha-
miirtayah: “In the spiritual planets every-
one lives in bodies featured like the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead’s.”

So if in our original condition we were
eternal beingslivingin the spiritual world,
in spiritual bodies like God’s, then what
happened to us? What are we doing here,
subject to birth and death?

An obvious question and a good one.
Lord Krsnatellsusin Bhagavad-gita (7.27),

iccha-dvesa-samutthena
dvandva-mohena bharata

sarva-bhitani sammohari
sarge yanti parantapa

“O scion of Bharata, O conqueror of the
foe, all living entities are born into delu-
sion, bewildered by dualities arisen from
desire and hate.”

So one component of the reason for our
beinginthe material world ratherthanthe
spiritual world, our real home, is that at
some point we developed a desire to enjoy
separately from the Supreme Lord, Krsna.
Instead of serving Him with love, we de-
sired to serve our own false ego. Although
Krsna knows we can never be satisfied
without serving Him in our natural posi-
tion, He nonetheless respects our inde-
pendence and free willand allows usto act
out our impulses to enjoy separately from
Him in the material world.

A second component of the reason for
our being in the material world is our
hatred for, or envy of, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead.One aspectofenvyis
the desire to usurp the position of the
envied person. For example, if one envies
a wealthy person, one may desire to be-
come the enjoyer of that person’s wealth.
Similarly, the envious soul may desire to
take the Lord’s position as the supreme
enjoyer. This necessarily involves partial
or total forgetfulness of God'’s existence.

One thing to keep in mind is that no one
can honestly say, “The devil made me do
it.” According to the Vedas, God has no
competitor battling with Him for souls.
Godisdescribed asasamaurdhva, “having
no equal or superior.” If we are apart from
God, we can blame no one but ourselves,
our own desire and hatred.

There is no irreversible, eternal con-
demnation. Each soul always has the op-

portunity to exercise its free will. If a soul is
“eternally” condemned, it is only because
of its own continuing unwillingness to
love God. One can always turn back to
God, even from the most fallen position.
Srila Prabhupada explains:

The Supreme Personality of Godhead ex-
panded Himself into many for His ever-
increasing spiritual bliss, and the living
entities are parts and parcels of this spiritual
bliss. They also have partial independence,
but by misuse of their independence, when
the service attitude is transformed into
the propensity for sense enjoyment, they
come under the sway of lust. This material
creation is created by the Lord to give facility
tothe conditioned souls to fulfill these lustful
propensities, and when completely baffled
by prolonged lustful activities, the living
entities begin to inquire about their real
position.

Ithough Krsna

knows we can
never be satisfied
without serving
Him in our natural
position, He none-
theless respects
our independence
and free will and
allows us to act out
our impulses to
enjoy separately
from Him in the
material world.

Although the Vedic literature doesn’t
talk of Satan, or the devil, it does describe
Maya, the goddess in charge of the ma-
terial energy. Maya is a servant of Lord
Krsna who performs the unpleasant but
necessary task of creating the temporary
world of illusory happiness and distress
for the souls who desire to forget Krsna
and enjoy themselves apart from Him.
And if a soul somehow develops a desire
toreturn to Krsna, Maya is always there to
test him with allurements: “So you think
you love God? Well, what about this . . . ?
And this...?””

So if that’s our position now, then what
is to be done? The answer is simple. We
should use our independence to re-
establish a friendly relationship with the
Supreme Lord, Krsna, and thus end our
unpleasant stay in the material world.

This is the most important business of
human existence.

We should choose to make ourselves
pleasing to God. And everyone has an
equal opportunity to do that. Itis not that
any particular group of people has a mo-
nopoly on salvation.

Every soul has the opportunity to
achieve the highest goal, pure love for
God. In his introduction to Bhagavad-gita
As It Is, Srila Prabhupada explains, “The
ways and the means for ultimate realiza-
tion, ultimate attainment, are stated in
the Bhagavad-gita, and the doors of this
knowledge are open for everyone. No one
is barred out. All classes of men can ap-
proach Lord Krsna by thinking of Him,
forhearingand thinking of Him are possi-
ble for everyone.”

Lord Krsna Himself says in the Gitd
(9.32), “Those who take shelter in Me,
though they be of lower birth . . . can at-
tain the supreme destination.” It doesn’t
matter if one is male or female, higher or
lower in social status.

The real chosen people are those who
choose to endear themselves to God by
their behavior. And in the Bhagavad-gita
(12.20) Lord Krsna explains who is dear to
Him: “Those who follow this imperish-
able path of devotional service and who
completely engage themselves with faith,
making Me the supreme goal, are very,
very dear to Me.”

The imperishable path of devotional
service begins with hearing and chanting
the glories of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. Lord Caitanya taught the sim-
ple method of awakening love of God
through the congregational chanting of
His holy names: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

Lord Caitanya was Krsna Himself, ap-
pearing as a devotee of Krsna. In other
words, He was God showing by His own
example how to please God.

Lord Caitanya prayed, “Oson of Maha-
rdjaNanda [Krsna),Iam Youreternal ser-
vitor, yet somehow or other I have fallen
into the ocean of birth and death. Please
pick me up from this ocean of death and
place me as one of the atoms at Your lotus
feet.”

When a devotee petitions Krsna in this
way, Krsna responds. He says in Bhagavad-
gita(12.6-7): “Those who worship Me, giv-
ing up all their activities unto Me and
being devoted to Me without deviation,
engaged in devotional service and always
meditating upon Me, having fixed their
minds uponMe, O son of Prtha—forthem
I am the swift deliverer from the ocean of
birth and death.”

One can best meditate upon Krsna and
fix one’s mind upon Him by chanting His
holynames.Inthiswayonecanescapethe
cycle of birth and death and become
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situated at Krsna's lotus feet. Lord Cai-
tanya prayed:

O my Lord, Your holy names alone can ren-
der all benedictions to living beings, and
thus you have hundreds and millions of
names, like Krsna and Govinda. In these
transcendental names You have invested all
Your transcendental energies. There are not
even hard and fast rules for chanting these
names. O my Lord, out of kindness You en-
able us to easily approach You by Your holy
names, butlamsounfortunate thatl haveno
attraction for them.

Here Lord Caitanya is revealing our
problem. We are trapped in the material

world because we misused our indepen-
dence. Even so, Krsna has made it pos-
sible for us to return to our original
position simply by chanting His holy
names. The method is easy; even a child
can perform it. And it is guaranteed to be
effective. Yet we are so unfortunate that
we are not attracted to chant. We remain
reluctant, attracted to other things.

Still, Krsna is nondifferent from His
name. And in the form of His name, He is
waiting forusto choose toaccept Himinto
our hearts once more. If we can do so, we
shall also enter into Krsna’s heart. Krsna
says in the Srimad-Bhagavatam (9.4.68),

The devotees are always in My heart, and I
am always in the hearts of the devotees. The
devotee does not know anything beyond Me,
andI also cannot forget the devotee. There is
averyintimate relationship between Me and
the pure devotees. Pure devotees in full
knowledge are never out of spiritual touch,
and therefore they are very much dear to
Me.

So, although we are choosing people, in
a sense there are also chosen people—the
devotees—for because they have chosen
God,God haschosenthem. And He guar-
antees that their destination will be His
eternal, spiritual abode.

SATANIC SOCIETY

(continued from page 29)

acted insensitively. But he is not to blame
for doubting, or even for criticizing: he
had the courage to say openly the secret
thoughts that others suppress.

Two Vaisnava lessons come to mind
from all of this. One is the importance of
freedom of choice. Spiritual life cannot be
forced. A society may force its cultural
norms on its members, and those may
often be quasi-religious, such as the ac-
ceptance ofa particular form of religion as
all-important, or, as in Britain today, the
virtual lack of any meaningful religious
values, both of which represent undesir-
able extremes. But true spiritual values
cannotbe compulsory: they mustbe freely
accepted. Therefore, enshrined in the
world’s greatest book of spiritual instruc-
tion, the Bhagavad-gita, are Krsna's words:
“Thus I have explained to you the most
confidential knowledge. Deliberate on
this fully, and then do what you wish to do.”

Nowhere does Krsna approve of force
in religious matters. He even goes out of
His way to warn that the wise should not
unsettle persons addicted to inferior
activities. It is said, however, that Lord
Caitanya, who is Krsna Himself on His
mission of spreading the chanting of the
holy names, did bring weapons with Him:

His devotees and the holy names them-
selves.In other words, Lord Caitanya con-
quers not by force but by love, and He
kills not the person but his ignorance and
envy.

The second lesson is that there must be
sound philosophy to back up one's reli-
gious faith. As Srila Prabhupada writes,
“Religion without philosophy is senti-
ment, or sometimes fanaticism.” Reli-
gious leaders cannot simply demand of
their followers that they must believe—or
else! Itis the leaders’ responsibility to give
instruction and education that will satisfy
the doubts of the people. If they cannot
give satisfactory answers, then they will
have to admit defeat, either because their
teachings are faulty, orbecause theycould
not save their followers.

At no time has this been more of a
necessity than the present day. Modern
society influences everyone to challenge
religion. Therefore the religious leaders of
the world, whatever their persuasion,
havetorespond tothischallengeinsucha
way as to convince the unfortunate people
of this age of the absolute necessity of
spiritual life. Moreover, they must them-
selves behave as spiritual examples, dis-
playingall the qualities of true devotees of
God, so asto inspire those thus convinced
to find the strength of their convictions.
This mood of a devotee is summarized

in Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu'’s famous
prayer:

One who thinks himself lower than the
grass, who is more tolerant than a tree, and
who does notexpect personal honoryetisal-
ways prepared to give all respect to others
can very easily always chant the holy name
of the Lord.

Some Muslims have done a great dis-
service to true religionists by their display
ofintolerance in the name of religion, and
they have certainly misrepresented much
that is good in the Islamic tradition. By
the arrangement of providence, however,
good may yet come of their actions if peo-
ple are encouraged to discriminate be-
tween what is true practice of spiritual life
and whatis simply religious opportunism
and bigotry.

True religious life revolves around the
principle oflove: love for God and love for
fellow man. In these times of doubt, fear,
and suspicion, religious leaders could do
worse than to demonstrate a little of this
quality of love, taking Lord Caitanya’s
words as a starting point. The secrets of
spiritual life in the age of Kali are clearly
intimated: associate with othersina mood
of humility and tolerance, and together
chantthe names of God. This will prove to
be the solution to man’s spiritual quest in
these satanic times.

PURIFICATION

(continued from page 20)

krsnanusilanam. Anukitlyena means “favor-
ably.” We should simply try to please
Krsna favorably, not unfavorably like
Karmsa, Karhsa was also Krsna conscious,
always thinking of Krsna, but un-
favorably. His business was how to kill
Krsna. He was thinking of Krsna, but he
was thinking, “How can I kill Krsna?”
That is called pratikiila, “unfavorable.”
Pratikila is not bhakti. When you think
of Krsna against His desire, against the
principle of satisfying Him, that is not
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bhakti, although that is also Krsna con-
sciousness. An enemy of Krsna's is also
thinking of Krsna. That does not mean
that he is a devotee of Krsna. He is Krsna
conscious unfavorably. Therefore it is not
bhakti. You have to act favorably.

So Arjunabecame a devotee because he
acted favorably for the satisfaction of
Krsna.Itwas notfavorable to material life,
but it was favorable to Krsna. That should
be your business: how Krsna should be
satisfied. And therefore naturallyitis con-
cluded that you have to satisfy his repre-
sentative. Therefore we have sung just
now, yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasadah: if

you satisfy Krsna’s representative, then
He is satisfied.

Forexample, in an office the proprietor
has a head of a department. If you satisfy
the head of the department, the proprietor
is satisfied. The report goes to the proprie-
tor—“This clerk is working very nicely.”
So your promotion and increase in pay
are already there.

So a pure devotee’s business is how to
satisfy Krsna. And as soon as he chants
the Hare Krsna mantra, immediately he
remembers the whole plan of how to sat-
isfy Krsna. Therefore he’s liberated.

Thank you very much. Hare Krsna. EJ
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A PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

The Philosophy of the Soul

This conversation between His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada and some of his disciples
took place during a morning walk in
Honolulu on May 15, 1976.

Srila Prabhupada: God created every-
thing. He created both the soul and
matter.
Disciple 1: The individual soul.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes.
Disciple 1: Srila Prabhupada, some-
one might ask, “You say that God cre-
ated the soul. Howis the soul eternal if
it is created, if it has a beginning?”
Srila Prabhupada: No, the soul has no
beginning. Just as God has no begin-
ning, so the soul has no beginning,
Disciple 1: No beginning.
Srila Prabhupada: Na jayate na mriyate
va: as Krsna says in the Bhagavad-gita,
“For the eternal soul there is neither
birth nordeath.” Thatis the distinction
between matter and soul.
Disciple 2: Some people may counter
that if God is all-powerful, He can do
anything. So couldn’t it be that God
creates a soul at a point in time—and
this soul is then eternal from that
point? According to the Bible, some
say, you have only one lifetime in this
world. Of course, they cannot explain
why some people are born in a pious
setting and some are born in an im-
pious setting,
Srila Prabhupada: They do not know
the law of karma. Karmana daiva-
netrena: according to one’s past activi-
ties, pious or impious, he gets his next
birth. That is quite reasonable. But
people do not believe in karma.
When I was a student at Scottish
Churches College, we had to attend a
class for half an hour on the Bible. So
Doctor Urquhart gave the argument
that “If karma exists and I am suffering
for my karma, who is the witness?”
But they do not know that the wit-
ness is God. The witness is Param-
atma, the Supersoul. The Christians
say “Holy Ghost.” He is seeing what
you are doing. So according to your
actions, the Holy Ghost gives you
another birth. But the Lord is present
in everyone’s heart, and He is observ-
ing. Bhramayan sarva-bhiitani yantra-
ridhanimayaya: “The Supreme Lord is
situated in everyone’s heart and is di-
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recting the wanderings of all living
entities, who are seated as on a ma-
chine made of the material energy.”
Disciple 2: Srila Prabhupada, many
Christians say that if a person doesn’t
become fully aware of God in this life,
then he doesn’t have another chance.
Srila Prabhupida: How can you say
“one life™? That is a defective theory.
Therefore, this philosophy cannot be
accepted. Anything which is defective
is not to be accepted.

Disciple: It is simply dogma.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Mere dogma is
rejected. That is the Vedic process.
Disciple 1: Actually, Christ never said
that. He never said you have only one
life.

Srila Prabhupada: So that is real phi-
losophy. That is real philosophy.
Disciple 1: This idea of having just one
life came from the Church fathers. Per-
haps it was a way of applying pressure.
“You get only one life, so follow our
direction.”

Srila Prabhupada: That is all defective.
Unscrupulous.

Disciple 3: Sometimes people say,
“You cannot be successful unless you
accept Christ, like us.”

Srila Prabhupada: We accept. Rather,
you do not accept. Jesus Christ said,
“Thou shalt not kill.” We strictly ob-
serve that, butyou kill animals. You are
not a Christian.

Disciple 4: But they may say, “The Ten
Commandments are just an ideal.

You're not expected to follow them
perfectly.”

Srila Prabhupada: No. That is your ex-
planation. That is your concoction. As
soon as you disobey the Ten Com-
mandments, you are not a Christian.
You are a heathen.

And the thing is that we should not
discuss mere religious faith. Everyone
has gothis own concocted faith. Thatis
not philosophy. Faith is different. “I
believe,” “You believe,” “I don’t be-
lieve"—that is not philosophy.

In Bhagavad-gita, Lord Krsna ex-
plains, dehino ‘smin yatha dehe: “As the
embodied soul continually passes, in
this body, from boyhood to youth to
old age, the soul similarly passes into
another body at death. A sober person
is not bewildered by such a change.”

Religion without philosophy is sen-
timent, and philosophy without reli-
gion is mental concoction. So religion
should be combined with the philoso-
phy of the soul. Then it is perfect.
Disciple 3: Srila Prabhupada, some
people argue, though, that too much
philosophy takes the joy out of life.
They say God has put the world here
forustoenjoy, so we will please Him by
enjoying it.

Srila Prabhupada: You go at four AM.
to your place of work and come back at
ten PM. Is that enjoyment?

Disciple 3: But on the weekend we can
go to the beach. And we can eat what-
ever we want.

Srila Prabhupada: No, no. You can go
to hell, also. Janma-mrtyu-jara-vyadhi-
duhkha-dosanudarsanam: think of the
miseries of birth, death, old age, and
disease. Those are there. If you are
suffering from disease, where is the
enjoyment? Mental discomfort, bodily
discomfort—you are taking pills thrice
daily for tranquillity. Is that enjoyment?
Disciple 3: They say you have to take
the good with the bad.

Srila Prabhupada: This is nonsense en-
joyment. Fool’s paradise. For keeping
the mind in tranquillity, one is taking
pills. For sleeping he is taking a pill.
Does he enjoy that?

Disciple 3: By suffering you can get a
deeper appreciation of yourenjoyment.
Srila Prabhupada: Then what is your
enjoyment? Suffer. Then what do you
call your enjoyment? £d
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Crows and Swans

have not read newspapers in the last

five months or so. I have been too
busy with Krsna conscious activities,
trying to read and write, preach and
travel.

When occasionally I became aware
that I was not reading the daily news,
I considered whether this was
irresponsible—not to be tuned in to
others’ sufferings and the political
events that externally shape our lives.
Of course, I hear things from others. I
know at least who is president of the
United States; I heard of the earthquake
in Armenia, the explosion of the Pan
Am jet, and many other things; but I
didn't read the daily newspapers to
follow up on what I heard in
conversations.

Every secular society, from the
neighborhood to the state to the world
as a whole, values the news of its own
activities. In this context, an en-
lightened person is aware of all that
seems to affect his life. To remain
contentedly oblivious might smack of
irresponsibility.

But I don’t think it’s irresponsible.
What is reported daily is often very
repetitious and is produced by writers
whose viewpoint is limited and moti-
vated. It’s not just “the news” you get
when you read a so-called factual
report; you get a whole set of prejudices
and a complete omission of transcen-
dental knowledge. Without the insight
of transcendental writing, the story of
yesterday’s events is meaningless and
merely deadens the human sensibility
with constant depressing proof that we
are living in the dark age of Kali.

One time in India, a devotee entered
Srila Prabhupada’s room with a daily
newspaper, since at that time Prabhu-
pada was occasionally hearing from it.
“What’s the news?” Prabhupada asked.
“What are all the rascals saying?
Newspapers means all the statements
of the rascals.”

Today 1 spent forty minutes with a
copy of the San Juan Star. Am I better
for it? It helped me realize that my life
is sheltered in many ways, and that I
am “not doing anything” about the race
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riots in Miami. Seeing a picture of four
muscular men handcuffed and arrested
for looting, I became aware of my own

physical frailty and the need for police

protection.

But I didn’t read a single mention of
God or God consciousness in the
paper. There were no direct references,
and not even indirect ones. Just to be
sure of this, I went through the paper a
second time. Instead of finding God, I
stumbled for a second time on the story
of thirty-year-old Patrick Purdy, who
fired an assault rifle into a California
school yard, killing five children and
injuring thirty, and then shot himself
dead. It’s not the newspapers’ fault that
these things happen. And one might say
it’s not the journalists’ responsibility to
moralize events or attempt to explain
them.

As Patrick Purdy’s grandmother said,
“It’s just horrible. I don’t understand
why, and I probably won’t ever know
why.”

Why are one out of five pregnant
women in inner-city Boston using
cocaine? Why is former president
Marcos dying? Why did South African
president Botha suffer a mild stroke?
Why did eighty-four-year-old Salvador
Dali get a heart attack? Maybe it’s too
much to expect daily explanations of
these things, but explanations are
available in the $astra, the holy
scripture.

Therefore, if we read the sastra,
wherein all the causes and effects are
explained, and where we are offered
ultimate relief from all miseries, aren’t
we doing ourselves a better favor than
by gorging on unexplained “news” from
all over the world? And isn’t distribu-
tion of $astra a better service than the
distribution of newspapers?

Srila Prabhupada noticed how those
who read newspapers soon throw them
away—an indication of the journal’s
value. If one is fortunate to get a copy of
the Srimad-Bhagavatam and to realize
its value even a little bit, he will not
throw it away but treasure it, and read it
throughout his life. For one who is
“tuned in” to higher understandings,

the business of this world reinforces the
teachings of the §astra—the misery, the
flickering fortunes, the encroachment of
old age and death. To hear again and
again how these things occur becomes
tiresome to one attuned to the eternal
nature of the soul.

But as they say in America, “It’s a
free country™; you can read whatever
you like. So there will always be people
inclined to different kinds of reading.

As the Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.5.10)

Those words which do not describe the
glories of the Lord, who alone can sanctify
the atmosphere of the whole universe, are
considered by saintly persons to be like
unto a place of pilgrimage for crows. Since
the all-perfect persons are inhabitants of
the transcendental abode, they do not
derive any pleasure there.

Srila Prabhupada writes in his
purport to this “swans and crows” verse,

Spiritually advanced men who are
compared to the swans do not take
pleasure in such dead literatures, which
are sources of pleasure for men who are
spiritually dead. . . . Social literary men,
scientists, mundane poets, theoretical
philosophers, and politicians who are
completely absorbed in material
advancement of sense pleasure are all
dolls of the material energy. They take
pleasure in a place where rejected subject
matters are thrown. According to Svami
Sridhara, this is the pleasure of the
prostitute hunters.

The United States alone boasts 1,657
daily newspapers, with an aggregate
circulation of 62,502,036 annually (and
this neglects the Sunday papers!). So
there is a vast market of curious persons
eager to know “what’s going on.” Un-
fortunately, the only side of the story
they hear further agitates the desire to
understand, since the simple recitation
of events without deep $astric knowl-
edge leaves the reader more befuddled
than ever about the nature of the world.
Things simply happen, and tomorrow
more things will happen, and some-
where in all this lies the meaning of life.

I'll probably never entirely stop
reading newspapers. After all,
newspapers do keep us in touch with
the real world. Or do they?—SDG



Come and celebrate with us!

- JANMASTAMI

The Appearance Anmversary of Lord Krsna

Fifty centuries ago the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Sri Krsna, appeared on
earth and displayed His eternal pastimes for all to see. Lord Krsna regularly
descends to this world for the pleasure of His devotees, who relish discussing and singing about
His glorious activities. On August 27, ISKCON temples around the world will honor
Lord Krsna's appearance and pastimes with festivals that climax at midnight—the auspicious
moment of the Lord’s appearance. Call your nearest Hare Krsna center for details.
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- Soul Foodl.

{ At I;he Sunday Feast, you'll enjoy a delicious meal
3 that’s no;}lnshmg to the body and the soul. Every Sunday at
: hundreds of Hare Krsna centers all over the world,
s& ’;devotees prepare an opulent vegetarian feast for the pleasure of
LY tthe Supreme Lord. Fresh grains, fruits, vegetables, and
" choice spices are cooked with devotion and offered to Lord
'_"gr_lab—and theh to you. Because this krsna-prasadam, or mercy of
b Yadhe Lord, is. spiritual, it’s sure to uplift your spirit.
Come to the Sunday Feast—for a taste of real food for the soul.
r;. See ac dress list inside for the center nearest you.
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