Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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THE FORCE OF

LIFE

When we accept knowledge from Krsna, the supreme authority,
we avoid erroneous conclusions about the nature of the soul.

A lecture in London on August 31, 1973
by HIS DIVINE GRACE
A. C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

dehrt nityam avadhyo vam
dehe sarvasya bharata

tasmat sarvani bhatani
na tvam Socitum arhasi

“O descendant of Bharata, he who dwells
in the body can never be slain. Therefore
you need not grieve for any living being.”

(Bhagavad-gita 2.30)

n this section of the Bhagavad-gita,

Krsna is explaining in so many ways
that the living entity within the body is
eternal, indestructible, immutable. It does
not take birth, it does not die, it is always
the same.

Here Krsna says, dehi nityam avadhyo
‘yam dehe sarvasya bharata: “Nobody can
kill the soul, who dwells in all bodies.”
This is very important. It is not that the
soul is simply in the human body and not
in other bodies. That theory is rascaldom.
Krsna says, dehesarvasya, “in every body.”
Even within the ant, even within the ele-
phant, even within the gigantic banyan
tree and the microbe, the soul is there.

Some rascals say animals have no soul.
This is wrong. How can they say animals
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have no soul? Here is the authoritative
statement by Krsna: dehe sarvasya. “The
soul is in every body.” And in another
place [Bhagavad-gita 14.4] Krsna says,
sarva-yonisu kaunteya mirtayah sambha-
vanti yah: “Of all the embodied beings
who appearin all the species oflife,” rasam
brahma mahad yonir: “the source of their
bodies is this material nature.” And ahar
bija-pradah pita: “1 am the seed-giving
father.” Without both a father and a
mother, there is no offspring. So the uni-
versal fatheris Krsna, and the motheris ei-
ther the material nature or the spiritual
nature.

There are two natures: the material na-
ture and the spiritual nature, or the infer-
ior nature and the superior nature. (This
is explained in the Seventh Chapter of
Bhagavad-gita.) So, although both the spiri-
tual nature and the material nature come
from the same source, the Absolute Truth,
still one is superior and one is inferior.
What is the difference between the in-
ferior and the superior natures? In the in-
ferior nature, the material nature, God
consciousness is almost nil. Persons in
the mode of goodness have a little God
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consciousness, those in the mode of pas-
sion have less, and those in the mode of ig-
norance have no God conscicusness. It is
completely absent.

Therefore, although this material body
comes from the same source as the soul,
still it is inferior. And although by nature
the soul is superior to the material nature,
still, because he is encaged within a body
made of the material nature, he forgets
Krsna. This is the problem.

So those who are not rascals, those who
are intelligent and in complete knowledge,
do not make any spiritual distinction be-
tween a human being and an animal. As
Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita [5.18],

vidya-vinaya-sampanne
brahmane gavi-hastini

Suni caiva $va-pake ca
panditah sama-darsinah

“A learned person knows that the spirit
soul is present in every body—within the
first-class learned br@hmana, the cow, the
elephant, the dog, and the lowest kind of
human being.” The soul is present every-
where. It is not that simply in the human
beings and the demigods there is a soul
but the poor animals have no soul. No,
everyone has a soul—dehe sarvasya bharata.

So,whatshall we accept—the statement
of Krsna, or the statement of some rascal
philosopher or so-called religionist? We
have to accept the statement of Krsna, the
supreme authority, the supreme being.
And in many places in the Bhagavad-gita
Krsna says the soul is present in every
body. Therefore those who are learned do
not say that the animals have no soul.

Now, another point Krsna is stressing
here is that the soul is eternal, that it can-
not be killed. “Therefore,” Krsna tells
Arjuna, “itis yourduty to fight. The bodies
of your friends and relatives may be de-
stroyed, but even after the destruction of
the body, the soul exists. He will get
another body, that's all (ratha dehantara-
praptih).”

It is not that anyone can engage in kill-
ing others whimsically, however. As will
be explained in the next verse, a ksatriya
[warrior] can kill his enemies only when
heis in a religious fight. His cause mustbe
right; then the fighting is good. When a
ksatriya kills his enemies in a religious
fight, he’s not sinful. Thus Krsna tells
Arjuna, “Do your duty. Don’t worry that
you are killing your kinsmen and grand-
father. Take it from Me that you cannot
kill the soul; he's eternal.”

Now, another important point you
should note is that in every living entity,
the body grows on the platform of the
spirit soul. The body may be very gigantic
or very small; it doesn’t matter. But it
grows on the platform of spirit. It is not
that a spirit soul, or living force, comes
into existence due to the combination of
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material elements. No. Matter is depen-
dent on spirit (yayedam dharyate jagat),
and therefore matter is inferior to spirit.

There are two kinds of spirit: atrma and
Paramatma, i§vara and Parames$vara. The
gigantic universe is resting on spirit—
either the Supreme Spirit, Krsna, or the
small spirit, the living entity. As Krsna
explains [Bhagavad-gita 7.5],

apareyam itas tv anyam
prakrtir viddhi me param

Jiva-bhiatar maha-baho
yayedam dharyate jagat

“Besides the inferior, material energy,
there are the living entities, who are sus-
taining the material universe.”

Why are the gigantic planets floating
weightless in the sky? Krsna says, gam

We have to
accept the
statement of Krsna,
the supreme
authority. And in
many places in the
Bhagavad-gita
Krsna says the soul
Is present in every
body. Therefore
those who are
learned do not say
that the animals
have no soul.

avisya . . . dharayamy aham ojasa: “1 sus-
tain the planets by My energy.” Just try to
understand: A 747 airplane with five or six
hundred passengers flies in the sky with-
out any difficulty. Why? Because the pilot
is there. Don’t think that it is because of
the gigantic machine. No. Itisbecause the
pilot is there. The machine is also there,
but the flying is dependent not on any
mechanical arrangement but on the pilot.
If the pilot were not there, the whole ma-
chine would immediately fall down. Simi-
larly, Krsna enters into all the gigantic
planets and sustains them in outer space.
Without Krsna's entering into matter,
nothing can work. Within the shell of the
universe He is present as Garbhodaka-
§ayl Visnu, and therefore the universe ex-
ists. And within the body of everyone He is
present as Paramatma, the Supersoul. He
is not only within the body of all living

entities, but also within the atom: andan-
tara-stha-paramanu-cayantara-stham. The
scientists are now studying the atom—
dividing, dividing, dividing. But they are
havingdifficulty in coming to any conclu-
sion because they cannot find God, or
Krsna, in the atom in His form as the
Supersoul.

So, without Krsna's presence, nothing
can exist. Therefore one who is advanced
in Krsna consciousness sees only Krsna
everywhere, not the outward covering. In
the Caitanya-caritamrta [Madhya 8.274] it
is said, sthavara-janigama dekhe, na dekhe
tara murti/ sarvatra haya nija ista-deva-
sphirti. There are two kinds of entities, the
moving and the nonmoving. (Sthavara
means “‘nonmoving,” andjangama means
“moving.”) A pure devotee of Krsna sees
both these kinds of entities, but he does
notexactly see their forms. Rather, he sees
Krsna, because he knows that within the
movingentitiesis the living force, which is
Krsna’s energy, and that inert matter is
also Krsna’s energy. So, in everything he
sees only Krsna. The Brahma-samhita
[5.38] states, premanjana-cchurita-bhakiti-
vilocanena santah sadaiva hrdayesu vilo-
kayanti: “The devotee whose eyes are
anointed with the salve of love of Krsna
always sees Him within his heart.”

Sometimes people inquire, “Have you
seen God?” The answer is that one who is
actually an advanced devotee is simply
seeing Krsna and nothingelse, within and
without. The more advanced you are in
Krsna consciousness, the more you'll see
simply Krsna. And if you become prac-
ticed to see Krsna always, then at the time
of death you’ll think of Him and go back
to Godhead. That is Krsna's instruction:
man-mand, “Always think of Me.”

Now, who can think of Krsna always?
Only a devotee can think of Krsna always.
Is it a very difficult task? You are seeing
Krsna in the temple, chanting Krsna’s
name, engaging in Krsna’s service. Noth-
ing but Krsna, Krsna, Krsna, Krsna. And
this twenty-four-hour engagement in
Krsna consciousness means you are be-
coming practiced to see Krsna always.
This is the purpose of the Krsna con-
sciousness movement—to train people so
that they cannot forget Krsna even for a
moment. And that is Krsna’s instruction
in Bhagavad-gita [9.34]: man-mana bhava
mad-bhakto mad-yajt mam namaskuru.
“Think of Me, become My devotee, wor-
ship Me, offer obeisances unto Me.”

When you see the Deity in the temple,
you get the impression within your mind,
and when you are out of the temple you
can see the Deity within your heart if you
have developedlove for Krsna. Otherwise,
ifyou only officiallycome to the temple, as
soon as you leave you think, “Oh, it is a
botheration: let me forget it.” That is
another thing,

The process of Krsna consciousness is



meant for developing love for Krsna. Sa
vai pumsarmm paro dharmo yato bhaktir
adhoksaje: “The first-class religious sys-
tem enables one to develop love for
Krsna.” So Krsna consciousness is the
first-class, topmost religious system be-
cause it is educating people to always
think of Krsna, the Supreme Lord, and to
love Him. We cannot think of anyone al-
ways unless we love him. Suppose a boy
and a girl are in love. Then each of them
will always think of the other: “Oh, when
shall we meet again, when shall we meet
again?” Similarly, you can always think of
Krsna if you have developed your love
for Him. And by devotional service you
can develop your love for Krsna. That is
required.

So, even in the lower stages of animal
life, Krsna is in the heart. As He says here,
dehe sarvasya bharata. In another place

[Bhagavad-gita 13.3] He says, ksetra-jiiarm
capi marm viddhi sarva-ksetresu bharata.
Theindividual soul is ksetrajiia, the owner
of the body, but there is another ksetrajia,
another owner, and that is Krsna. As the
individual soul is within the body, simi-
larly the Supersoul, Krsna, is alsothere.So
Krsna is the owner of all bodies.
Sometimes rascals accuse Krsna: “"Why
did He dance with others’ wives?” But He
is actually the proprietor of everyone. We
are notthe proprietor; Heis the proprietor.
Soifthe proprietor dances with His maid-
servants or devotees, what is wrong there?
The individual soul is in every body, but
the Supersoul is the real proprietor of the
body. Lord Krsna says that bhoktarari
yajfia-tapasarn sarva-loka-mahesvaram. 1
am the enjoyer and proprietor of every-
thing” [Bhagavad-gita 5.29]. He is mahes-
varam, the supreme proprietor, and also

suhrdam sarva-bhatanam, the actual friend
of everyone. If you have some lover, you
think you are his friend, but actually you
are not his friend. His actual friend is
Krsna.

So if the gopis dance with their real
friend, what is wrong there? But the ras-
cals, those who do notknow Krsna,say He
isimmoral. Heis notimmoral. Heis doing
the right thing, because Krsna is the real
husband of every woman. He married
16,108 wives. Why only 16,1087 If He had
married sixteen billion trillion wives,
there would have been nothing wrong,
since He is every woman'’s real husband.

Still, those who do not know Krsna, the
rascals, accuse Him of being an immoral
woman-hunter. They take pleasure in
painting pictures of Krsna’'s affairs with
the gopis. But they do not paint pictures of

(continued on page 22)

In Memoriam

Sri Vishvambhara Dayal

On August 24, 1988, the anniversary
of the passing of Srila Rapa
Gosvami, Sri Vishvambhara Dayal,
affectionately known as “Bhagatji” by
hundreds of ISKCON devotees, passed
away.

A resident of Vimdavana, India, the holy
land of Lord Krsna's birth and childhood
activities, Bhagatji was a lifelong devotee
of Lord Krsna and Balarama and a dear
friend of Srila Prabhupada’s. He assisted
Srila Prabhupada greatly in establishing
and developing ISKCON in Vmdavana.

As a boy in the town of Meerut during
the time of British rule in India, Bhagatji
attended a school with an Irish
headmaster. Aimost forty years later, Srila
Prabhupada brought his European and
American disciples to Vmdavana, all
chanting Hare Krsna. Bhagatji was
amazed. The British had brought their
Western influence to India, but now Srila
Prabhupada was bringing Britishers,
Europeans, and Americans who
appreciated the philosophy, religion, and
culture of India as perfectly presented by
Srila Prabhupada. Bhagatji was deeply
moved by this great feat of Srila
Prabhupada'’s.

Bhagatji almost single-handedly
established and developed the
Bhaktivedanta Swami Gosala (a place
where cows are kept and cared for) in
Vmdavana, working diligently to hire and
supervise all the laborers for the
construction work. He wanted very much
to establish, on Srila Prabhupada’s behalf,
a first-class gogala in Vmdavana.

When it was time to purchase the first
cows for the newly completed gosala,
Bhagatii insisted that he accompany

Dhanarnjaya dasa and Gunamava dasa to
the Govardhana Cow Market so that the
ISKCON devotees would get the best
deal. On a motorcycle—Gunarnava
driving, Dhanarijaya in the middle, and
Bhagatji at the rear—they headed off to
Govardhana. When they arrived, Bhagatji
promptly yet carefully selected two cows

for the Bhaktivedanta Swami Gosala.
Bhagatji served Srila Prabhupada and
ISKCON continually. He was expert at
getting things done quickly and efficiently
in otherwise slow and laborious situations.
When the devotees sometimes apologized
for asking him to do so much, he would
say that the service he was doing for
ISKCON was a manifestation of his love

for Srila Prabhupada and that it gave him
vitality. Over the years, Srila Prabhupada
often told ISKCON's leaders in Vrndavana
to seek Bhagatji's advice in their local
dealings.

Srila Prabhupada greatly appreciated
Bhagatiji's cooking, especially his capatis,
and would often call Bhagatji over to visit
him in his room, where he would then
jokingly ask Bhagatji when he was going
to invite him over for prasadam. Bhagatji
loved to offer prasadam to Srila
Prabhupéda in a spirit of loving exchange
between devotees.

When Srila Prabhupada wanted to
purchase the land to build a gurukula
(schoaol) next to ISKCON'’s temple
complex in Vmdavana, he instructed
Dhanarijaya dasa to speak with Bhagatji
about this. Dhananjaya did, and Bhagatii
negotiated the purchase of the land at a
very good price and then donated the
money to pay for it. He said he enjoyed
every minute of the struggle to get that
land for building the Bhaktivedanta Swami
Gurukula.

Bhagatji loved Srila Prabhupada and
assisted him enthusiastically. He also
loved Srila Prabhupada'’s disciples and
relished sitting and talking about Srila
Prabhupéda for hours with any ISKCON
devotee. He often expressed his
realization of Srila Prabhupada’s
extraordinary spiritual position.

Those of us who knew and loved
Bhagatji feel sorrow in separation from
him. Yet we are sure that Lord Krsna has
called him back to His eternal abode to
serve in Goloka Vrndavana with the same
enthusiasm he exhibited in Vrmdavana
here on earth.
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THREE

TEPSTOGOD

Lord Caitanya convinced a group of religious scholars

that beyond all speculation, three—and only three—principles

ive hundred years ago, Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
who Vedic scriptures tell us is
Krsna, the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead, addressed
a gathering of philosopher-
scholars in the Indian city of
Varanasi. This place, now
called Benares, haslong been
known as a center for philoso-
phers who hold that the Ab-
solute Truth is impersonal.
Lord Caitanya had been
challenged by these philoso-
phers, and He agreed to at-
tend their meeting to discuss
doctrine. He pointed out that
their founder, Sankara, had
taken the direct meaning of
the Vedanta scripture and
changedittosuithisown phi-
losophy. Lord Caitanya'’s pre-
sentation was very strong and
learned; the impersonalists
were moved and convinced.
Their leader said, “You
have pointed out our wrong
interpretation of Vedanta.

Would you please explain to us Your un-
derstanding of the actual meaning of

Vedanta?”

Lord Caitanya then summarized the

philosophy in this way:

Painting by Muralidhara dasa @The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust

emerge as the eternal truths of religion.

by SATSVARI_JPA DASA GOSWAMI

Leading His followers in the chanting of Krsnpa's holy names, Lord
Caitanya Mahaprabhu (left) demonstrated the process of awakening our
love for God. After taking to the renounced order of life, He converted the
impersonalists of Benares, led by Prakasananda Sarasvati, shown above
inviting Lord Caitanya to an assembly of impersonalist sannyasis.

sambandha, abhidheya, prayojana nama
el tina artha sarva-siitre paryavasana

of that relationship, and the
ultimate goal of life [to de-
velop love of God]—these
three subjects are explained
in every code of the Vedanta-
sitra, for they form the
culmination of the entire Ve-
danta philosophy.”

These three principles—to
come to know the Supreme
Being, to learn how to serve
Him, and to develop love for
Him—are central to every re-
ligion. As presented by Lord
Caitanya, they are simple,
nondogmatic, and compre-
hensive. Unfortunately, most
people will not take the first
step, which is to inquire
about their relationship with
the Supreme.

The philosopher Sankara
said thatin observing people,
we see the young playing
sports and games, the grown-
ups running after sex and
money, and the elderly remi-
niscing. No one is seriously

inquiring into the Absolute Truth.
Although the materialist claims that no

truth exists beyond what we can perceive

“One’s relationship with the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, activitiesin terms

with our senses, questions about the Ab-
solute Truth must arise in the heart of a
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real human being. Such a person is not
satisfied with the proposition that the uni-
verse and all the arrangements in it have
come aboutby accident. He wants to know
somethingbeyond justlivingand dyingin
this temporary world. As he sees the suf-
fering brought on by material conditions,
he is impelled to ask, “Is there liberation
from this? Dol have tosuffer? Dol haveto
die?”When a person hastheinclinationto
inquire whether there is knowledge or a
consciousness higher than material con-
sciousness, if he is fortunate he will go to
qualified teachers for answers.

Step One—Awakening

Not everyone is qualified to give us in-
formation about the Absolute Truth, yeta
great wealth of information is available,
especially in the Vedic literature, which
contains the world’s oldest knowledge. To
inquire from standard books of knowl-
edge, like Bhagavad-gita, one must have a
little faith. It should not be blind faith, but
one should have enough faith to inquire
and try to learn.

This then is the first stage: inquiry. One
learns that yes, there is a source of all life
manifested in this universe. There is a
supreme being, a supreme intelligence
from whom it has all come. This stage can
be called the awakening of God con-
sciousness. To know God, however, one
must know his own identity. You are not
your body; the body is a covering of the
spiritself. And you, the spiritsoul, have an
eternal relationship with the supreme
being—God, or Krsna.

Step Two—Taking Up a Relationship

A person might well ask, “What good
does it do me to understand intellectually
or philosophically that there is God and
that I have an eternal relationship with
Him?" Therefore he has to come to the
next stage, which is to take up activities of
that relationship; otherwise the so-called
knowledge of God is only theoretical.

Forexample,aman mayclaimtohavea
relationship with his country, and we may
ask him what are his activities as a citizen.
Does he vote? Does he pay taxes? What is
his position with regard to the govern-
ment? Oramanmayclaim a woman as his
wife, but if he has no activities in that
relationship, how can he claim to be a
husband? In each relationship there are
specific activities that define thatrelation-
ship, and a relationship with God is no
different. Activities in relation to Krsna,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, are
called bhakti-yoga, or devotional service,
and the relationship of service begins by
hearing about Him and, especially, by
chanting His names.

For this age the scriptures recommend
chanting the mantra of the names of
Krsna: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
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Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. This
mantra serves as a directlink with God, for
as we chant His names, we associate with
Him and become purified. Under the
guidance of a spiritual master, we can
learn how to offer our occupational work
to the Supreme. The performance of our
jobthenbecomes purifying. Ithas a trans-
forming effect in that it clears up doubt
and misconception.

Gradually, God begins to reveal Him-
self through the activities of service to
Him, and as we draw closer to God, we be-
come liberated. Krsna says in Bhagavad-
gita(3.9),yajAarthat karmano ‘nyatra: “You
should render your work as a sacrifice to
God; otherwise work will bind you to this
material world. Therefore do not give up
your duties, but do them as sacrifice to the
Supreme.”

Similarly, our spiritual master, Srila
Prabhupada, would always instruct those

In each relation-
ship there are
specific activities
that define that
relationship, and a
relationship with
God is no different.
Activities in
relation to Krsna,
the Supreme
Person, are called
bhakti-yoga.

he met to continue in whatever they were
doingbutto doit for Krsna. In the Srimad-
Bhagavatam we are advised, “Remain in
your social position, but stop speculating
about God. Hear about Krsna from real-
ized sources, and you can develop the per-
fection of human life.” This applies to
anyone in any situation. In fact, any ac-
tivity we may think of as material can be
rendered as devotional service to Krsna.
And again, the easiest way to establish
one’s relationship with Krsna is to add to
one’s regular activities the chanting of the
Hare Krsna mantra.

A person cannot practice other forms of
yoga seriously and correctly unless he
gives up his social position. He has to live
inseclusion and renounce all activities as-
sociated with civilized life. Even Arjuna,a
greatdisciple of Lord Krsna, said he could
not do it. So Lord Krsna teaches bhakti-
yoga, by which a person can remain in the
world and become the best yogf.

Step Three—The Goal: Loving Exchanges

The third stage outlined by Lord Cai-
tanya is the goal, the perfection of life. By
performing devotional activities under
rules and regulations, one gradually
reaches a stage of spontaneous love of
God. In the beginning a person agrees to
work under the order of the spiritual mas-
ter, and he takes it as an obligation. But
automatically, by rendering service, the
love of God dormant within comes out.
The activities of bhakti-yoga can be com-
pared to the churning of milk into butter.
Thebutteris already presentin the milk; it
comes out when the milk is worked.

Similarly, devotional service brings out
our love of God because we are all spirit
souls, each with aloving relationship with
the Supreme. Through continued devo-
tional service, one becomes more ad-
vanced in love of God, until one sees
Krsna, or God, everywhere in everything.

Krsna is not just an impersonal spirit—
He is a person, as much an individual as
each of us. The devotee sees the individual
person Krsna in all things. When he sees
the sun or trees, he understands that these
aretheenergy of God. Because he nowhas
spontaneous affection for God, just by
seeing God’s energy he thinks of his be-
loved. Similarly, when he thinks specifi-
cally of the Personality of Godhead in His
name or His form, he appreciates and
worships Him as such, knowing Krsna to
be the source of all things in the universe.
Krsna says that in His heart He is always
thinking of those devotees who are think-
ing of Him. In Bhagavad-gita (6.30), He
says, “For one who sees Me everywhere
and sees everythingin Me, I am neverlost,
nor is he ever lost to Me.” Although this
describes an advanced stage, itis the right
of every living being to attain it.

In Srila Prabhupada’s purport to the
verse Lord Caitanya spoke to the imper-
sonalist philosophers, he writes that if
one speculates that the Absolute is imper-
sonal, all his efforts will be wasted.
Therefore, Lord Caitanya’s threefold ex-
planation is the only subject matter of all
the different branches of Vedic knowl-
edge. Whatever is discussed therein—
whether yoga or karma or meditation or
Vedanta—is some aspect of this threefold
knowledge: to awaken our relationship
with God, to take up activities in thatrela-
tionship, and to enjoy the result of eternal
love of God, the higheststage of existence.

On hearing Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s
explanation of Vedanta-sitra, with its
three steps to God, the impersonalist
scholars were completely satisfied and
changed their views. Through the Krsna
consciousness movement, Srila Prabhu-
pada brought the teachings of Lord Cai-
tanya to the West, and thus the threefold
process described by Lord Caitanya is
available to everyone. [34¢]



A Course In Vedic Knowledge

This series systematically explains some of the
important philosophical concepts that form the
foundation of the Vedic culture and the Krsna
CONSCIOUSNESS movement.

LES?ON TWO: :
Reincarnation

by PAVANESANA DASA

PART I: The word reincarnation is popular
nowadays, and for most people 1t conveys a
sense of the mystic and exotic. Everyone from
hippies to Indian yogis and svamis to
progressive thinkers has promoted the idea.
Although belief in reincarnation is rejected by
most Christian churches, recent polls show
that tens of millions of persons in the United
States alone accept reincarnation as a fact.

Despite the popularity of the idea of
reincarnation, it has remained a vague concept
for most people, with little bearing on even the
believers’ lives. The common understanding—
that reincarnation means being born again as
someone else—lacks clarity and lends itself to
a number of false notions.
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Itis not possible to grasp the real mean-
ing of reincarnation without understand-
ing our real identity and the difference
between matter and spirit. In lesson one of
this series, in last month’s issue, we con-
cluded that every living entity is a spirit
soul, distinct from his body. The relation-
ship between soul and body is similar to
the relationship between a driver and his
car. The car is a tool to accomplish a mis-
sion determined by the driver. The driver
exists independent of the car, but the car
without the driver is just an inert piece of
metal.

This conclusion is the firstunderstand-
ing of spiritual life. and building from this
we can examine reincarnation. Here we'll
address some frequently asked questions
about reincarnation.

Q:Canlbebornagainasanotherperson?
A:Thatdepends onwhatyou meanby*L."

The real “I" is the soul. He's the real

person, and he never changes. The soul
does change bodies, however, and be-
cause the soul identifies with these bodies,
he becomes, in the material sense. a new
person.

Q: How is it determined what my next life
will be?

A: You determine it yourself by your own
actions, This is clearly explained in
Bhagavad-gita (8.6):

Whatever state of being one remembers
when he quits his body. O son of Kunti, that
state he will attain without fail.

What you remember at death results

from the actions, thoughts, and desires of
your entire lifetime. According to the
Vedic literature there are 8,400,000 species
of life, and you, the spirit soul, have to ac-
cept the body of a particular species ac-
cording to the activities and desires of
your present life.
Q: But I couldn’t take an animal body!
A: Why not? Reincarnation is not limited
to the human species. The difference be-
tween an animal and a human being is
only the body. There is no difference be-
tween a soul in a human body and a soul
in a dog’s body.

According to Darwin, physical bodies
evolved until they reached the human
form. The Vedic literature, however, states
that all forms of life have always existed,
and that the soul is evolving, or migrating,
from the lower forms of life up to the
higher forms until it reaches the human
form.

So the same soul, or the same person,
who hundreds of thousands of years ago
was living in the body of a reptile, fish, or
bird, is now living in the body of a human
being—you or me.

On the bodily platform there is very
little difference between animals and
human beings: The animal eats; we eat.
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They sleep; we sleep. They mate; we mate.
They defend:; we defend.

If someone behaves like a dog or a pig,
he can certainly take the body of such an
animal in his next life.

Q: How exactly does the soul transmi-
grate from one body to another?

A: There are three levels of existence: the
soul, the subtle body, and the gross body.
The subtle body is inside the physical
body like a hand within a glove. At the
time of death, the soul and the subtle body
(composed of mind, intelligence, and
false ego) leave the gross body (composed
of earth, water, fire, air, and ether, or
space). The physical elements that had
been temporarily assembled into a gross
body then disassemble.

After leaving the body, the soul, carried
by the subtle body, enters a particle of

Unfortunately,
today human
society 1s rejecting
all spiritual knowl-
edge and is priding
itself on so-called

advancement in

science and tech-
. What kind

nology
of a civilization

is it that degrades
people to animal
existence in

their next life?

male semen by which he is placed within
the womb of his next mother.

Q: So when does this new life actually
begin? I specifically refer to the abortion
ccntroversy.

A: Since the soul didn’t die in the first
place, thereis no question of “beginning.”
But in this case the Vedas explain clearly
that the "new” life, or the development of
the new physical covering of the soul, be-
gins at the time of conception. It is impos-
sible to kill the soul, but in the material
world killing refers to the slaying of the
material body. So abortion at any stage is
certainly murder.

Q: Would I take my next birth in the same
environment as the one I leave at death?
A: You can take a body on any planet.
Q: But there’s no life on other planets!
A: That may be what you've been taught,

but consider this: You can't live in the
water, but a fish certainly can. You can’t
live in the earth, but a worm can. And you
can’t live in the air, but a bird can. To say
that there is no life on other planets be-
cause we cannot live there is like saying
there is no life in the water or in the earth
because we cannot live there.

The Vedas explain that life exists every-
where, on all planets, in all universes.
Whoeverliveson a particular planetis ob-
viously suited fog the conditions there.
Nature provides the appropriate body.
Q: So, how many times do I have to rein-
carnate?

A: That's up to you. You can reincarnate
in an endless cycle—up and down in this
material world—if you want to. But
human life gives you a chance to stop that
troublesome business.

Q: What happens when someone be-
comes an animal again?

A: The soul evolves gradually through
higherand higherspecies until he reaches
the human form. An animal is not respon-
sible for its activities. It cannot degrade it-
self to a lower birth. In other words, if a
tiger kills you, he does not get a reaction
for this killing, because it is his nature.

But as soon as the soul reaches the
human form of life, he becomes responsi-
ble for all his activities. In other words, if
you kill that tiger needlessly, you will get
the reaction for killing. So the human
being can degrade himself through his
actions, whereas the animal progresses
automatically.

Q: But it seems unfair that the human
being is held responsible for all his
actions. Most people don’t even know
these universal laws that determine the re-
actions to their activities.

A: For this reason an enlightened or edu-
cated society has to know the laws of God.
Complete knowledge is given to human
society in the form of scripture. The Vedas
are meant to guide the human being so
that he does not violate the universal laws
that govern us all.

Unfortunately, today human society is
rejecting all spiritual knowledge and is
priding itself on so-called advancement
in science and technology. What kind of
advancementis it that degrades people to
animal existence in their next life?

In Vedic society the leaders had the re-
sponsibility to make sure that people were
educated in spiritual science. But modern
leaders don’t even know that there is such
ascience. Therefore, the Krsna conscious-
ness movement, through the publication
of Vedic literature, is stressing the spiri-
tual education.

Q: But if people don’t know the laws that

determinetheirnextlife,isn’titwrongthat

they are affected anyway?

A: Ignorance is no excuse, just as, for
(continued on page 34)



The Artof Work

Sannyasa, the fourth stage of
Vedic life, symbolizes renunciation and detachment.
But, Lord Krsna says, why wait till then?

by DHANURDHARA SWAMI

Vidakha-devi dast

Renunciation is essential to spiritual life, but that doesn’t mean we have to go 1o
the forest. Living a renounced life at home begins with placing Krsna in the center of the family. By
worshiping Him daily, we can master the art of performing our normal work for His pleasure.

A

famous pacifist, who also
wrote a commentary on the Bhagavad-gita,
once said that if in fact Lord Krsna
had asked Arjuna to kill, he would no longer
accept the authority of Lord Krsna.
But Lord Krsna does ask Arjuna to fight, and
more astonishingly He supports His
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request with eighteen chapters of philoso-
phy. The Bhagavad-gita is not, however, a
treatise on war. A more subtle point is
being made. Although every state needs a
class of men to assume the duty of protect-
ing its citizens from aggression, Lord
Krsna’s arguments to convince Arjuna to
fight are more than a call to secular duty;
they are an analysis of how to attain
perfection through one’s duty, even as a
warrior.

The first consideration of any man
seeking perfection is to become free from
karma. The law of karma is similar to the
physical law of motion that states that
every physical action has anequal and op-
posite reaction. Karma has jurisdiction
over human actionsand allots reward and
punishment. Bound by karma, one must
repeatedly take birth to reap the good or
bad results of one’s work. Thus a person
engaged in fruitive work can never attain
perfection.

It was especially difficult, therefore, for
Arjuna to imagine attaining perfection in
the course of his work, since his duty was
warfare. The reaction to killing was a
dreadful prospect. Arjuna therefore con-
cluded that only by renouncing his duty
could perfection be possible.

Hearing Krsna’s instruction on buddhi-
yoga, Arjuna felt that his desire to
renounce action was reinforced. Buddhi-
yoga literally means using one’s intelli-
gence to advance in spiritual knowledge.
Accordingto hisunderstanding of karma,
Arjuna concluded that intelligence in
spirituality meant renouncing work for a
life of penance and philosophical pur-
suits. In other words, he wanted to become
a sannyasi.

In one sense it is understandable that
Arjuna desired sannydsa. According to
the Fedas, human life is meant for self-
realization, and therefore an intelligent
man should certainly try to free himself
from worldly duties so that his life is not
diverted to temporary pursuits.

So, considering what he felt to be
Krsna's instruction concerning renuncia-
tion and its obvious advantages, Arjuna
became bewildered by Krsna's insistence
that he achieve perfection through per-
formance of his duties. “O Krsna,” he
asked the Lord, “why do You want to en-
gage me in this ghastly warfare, if You
think that intelligence is better than
fruitive work?”

To encourage Arjuna to seek perfection
through his work, Lord Krsna began to
correct Arjuna’s shallow understanding
of sannydsa.

Sannydsa is not just a physical separa-
tion from home. One has to be internally
detached. Krsna condemns the man who
poses as a sannydst but has not been
purified of his worldly propensities by
properly discharging his prescribed du-

12 BACK TO GODHEAD

ties: “One who restrains the senses of
action but whose mind dwells on sense
objects certainly deludes himself and is
called a pretender.”

Apretender will notbe able to maintain
his apparent detachment, because san-
nydsa is a painstaking life. The sannyast
mustbe satisfied tolive simply, depending
wholly on the gifts of nature. The pseudo
mendicant without occupation but desir-
ous of worldly comforts will be forced to
beg a living at the cost of others. Such so-
called renunciation for the purpose of
maintenance is at no time recommended
by Lord Sri Krsna. Rather, He advises
Arjuna, “Perform your prescribed duty,
for doing so is better than not working.
One cannoteven maintain one’s physical
body without work.”

o work for

Visnu and culti-
vate detachment
from the fruits of
work is an art that
needs expert
guidance. Guidance
is especially needed
today, when one’s
duties, unlike
Arjuna’s, are not
prescribed by a
society dedicated to
self-realization.

Although the perils of renunciation
and the need to maintain the body cer-
tainly dampened Arjuna’s aspiration for
sannyasa, he was nevertheless still bewil-
dered as to his prospects for happiness at
home. Hesstill dreaded karma. Lord Krsna
therefore explained to Arjuna that work—
even the work of a warrior—can be with-
out karmic reaction: “Work done as a
sacrifice for Visnu has to be performed;
otherwise work causes bondage in this
material world. Therefore, O son of Kunti,
perform your prescribed duties for His
satisfaction, and in that way you will al-
ways remain free from bondage.”

Lord Krsna thus gave the key to under-
standing perfection at home by giving
Arjuna a deeper understanding of karma.
The basis of karma is that the one who is
responsible foractions has to enjoy or suf-
fer the consequences of those actions.

Arjuna should now understand that re-
sponsibility for work lies not with the per-
former but with the one who has desired
the work. Working for the satisfaction of
Visnu means that one works not out of
one’s personal desire but out of the desire
to serve God. Such a dutiful man is thus
absolved of the responsibility for reaction
to his work.

For example, because a soldier fights
onthe orderofhis government, heis never
tried for murder, even though he may kill
many enemy soldiers. On the other hand,
if the same soldier kills even one man in
his village in a private conflict, he will be
punished severely. The real meaning of
karma, therefore, is that one who acts on
his own desire must accept the conse-
quences of his action. On the other hand,
the actions one performs out of duty yield
no reaction.

The Bhagavad-gita thus offers a feasible
process of self-realization for the com-
mon man. Nonetheless, to work for Visnu
and cultivate detachment from the fruits
of work is an art that needs expert guid-
ance. Guidance is especially needed
today, when one’s duties, unlike Arjuna’s,
are not prescribed by a society dedicated
to self-realization. .

A good example of how Lord Krsna’s ,
principle of attaining perfection at home
can be practically applied today is found
in Caitanya-caritampta, the life and teach-
ings of Si Caitanya Mahaprabhu. While
touring South India, in every village Lord
Caitanya visited He would inspire the
people who saw Him to become God con-
scious. In the village of Kurmaksetra a
rich brahmana invited the Lord to his
home and served Him with great respect
and attention. Being inspired by Lord
Caitanya’s association, he begged the
Lord, “My dear Lord, kindly show me
favor and let me come with You. I can no
longer tolerate the miseries caused by ma-
terialistic life.”

But Lord Caitanya did not think it ad-
visable for one in this age of Kali to leave
one’s family suddenly. Rather, He advised
the brahmana to remain at home, con-
tinue his duties, and try to become puri-
fied by adopting a spiritual way of life.
“Don’t speak like that again,” the Lord
told him. “Better to remain home and
chant the holy name of Krsna always. In-
struct everyone to follow the orders of
Krsna as they are given in the Bhagavad-
gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam. . . . Ifyou fol-
low these instructions your materialistic
life at home will not obstruct your spiritual
advancement.”

Lord Krsna’s message in the Bhagavad-
gitaisthusapplicable toall men. We should
therefore consider that if even in the midst
of war spiritual perfection is obtainable,
then why can’t perfection be achieved at
home?



Yadubara dasa

effective means of God realization.

Here’s why. God is unlimitedly powerful, and His name
is Himself. When we chant God’s names, God is totally
present through the transcendental sound. So potent are
God’s names that the Vedic scriptures consider chanting
the essential, universal religion of the age.

So why don’t more people chant?

Maybe they’re embarrassed. Or busy. Or doubtful.

Or maybe they think chanting is a sectarian religious

C hanting is easy, and it works. In fact, it is the most

practice—something only for the Hare Krishnas.

Yet what could be less sectarian than calling out to
God? All the great scriptures of the world praise the holy
names of God. God’s names may vary from religion to
religion or from culture to culture, but the person—
the supreme father of all—is the same.

Don’t be embarrassed. Chanting is for everyone.
Don’t feel you're too busy. Chanting is easy. And don't
remain doubtful. Try chanting and see the results.

Chant. It's easy, effective, and universal.



IDEAL PLACE

by Kamra-devi dasi
(Alachua, Florida)

I was sitting in my classroom in north
Florida, reviewing the day’s lesson
plans before class. Bees were humming
outside my window, and huge white cu-
mulus clouds drifted in the blue sky over
the level countryside.

I had moved from Philadelphia only a
few months before. I needed the warmth
and fresh air for my health, and my sons
needed some room to let off their boyish
energy.

“Ah, the ideal place,” I was thinking.

Suddenly I smelled something acrid.
What was it? I tried to ignore it, but the
smell persisted, and after a few minutes I
was getting shaky and my mouth was dry.
The print seemed to be lifting off the page
of my lesson-plan book. My students ar-
rived, and though I was disconcerted, I
tried to leave my problems outside the
classroom, as I had learned in teacher
training. But something was wrong, and
the beautiful scenery now appeared eerie
and dismal. And as I tried to start class, I
could see that the children were similarly
affected.

“Go to the temple building—quick!” I
told the children. “And close all the
doors!” I went to the phone to dial 911.

Several weeks have now passed since
that morning, when I had to deal with six
emergency vehicles and eighteen or so
medics and emergency volunteers. The
problem had been caused by a pesticide
that had drifted from a neighbor’s farm
duringbean harvestand settled in a cloud
over my classroom and home. I am since
quite sobered about the seemingly perfect
qualities of a beautiful countryside, and I
get nervous any time there is a strange
smell in the air.

Afterthe pesticide incident, I took a few
hatha-yogalessons from alocal instructor,
still intent on improving my health. As we
practiced in the morning sun, he scruti-
nized my awkward efforts and said
strongly, “Breathe deeply; oxygen is free!”

Ilost my concentration. Oxygen may be
free now, I thought, but it wouldn't have
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Transcendental Commen

been had I needed to go to the hospital
with a mask over my face that beautiful
morning the pesticide drifted in. In fact,
land used to be free and unspoiled, too.
We don’t see that now. And water isn’t al-
ways free either. Like in Philadelphia.
There are city water fees, and if you want
some water you can drink, you have to buy
it at the grocery store. So oxygen may be
free for the most part, but that may not last
long either. We may soon have to putiton
our weekly shopping lists along with the
tissues and flour and drinking water.
“What is free that will stay free?” [ won-
dered. I couldn’t think of anything except
the Hare Krsnamantra: Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare
Hare. Because the Hare Krsna mantra is
not of this material realm, it can never be
contaminated or used up. By chanting
Hare Krsna and associating with Krsna's
devotees, we can rise above bodily desig-
nations and sufferings and know our real
selves as the servants of the Lord. This is
more valuable than any material com-
modity, and yet there is no charge for it.

The chanting of Hare Krsna is satisfy-
ing and cleansing to the individual soul.
And it is so satisfying to Lord Krsna that
if enough of us do it, He will arrange that
our material necessities, such as air and
water, remain free and plentiful. Thus we
can have peaceful lives for spiritual
realization.

NO TO CAPITAL
PUNISHMENT:
AN OPINION

by Mathuresa dasa
(Port Royal, Pennsylvania)

In the Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsnateaches
that the body is a temporary, lifeless
piece of flesh, an inanimate vehicle that
appears to be alive and conscious only be-
cause of the presence of an eternal indi-
vidual soul. When the soul leaves, the
body loses its life and we pronounce it
dead, although in fact the body never had
life of its own at any point.
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OBSERVER

ry on the Issues of the Day

On the basis of this fundamental
teaching, Krsna orders Arjuna, a soldier,
general, and His intimate friend, to fight
and kill. “Do not lament,” Krsna exhorts
soft-hearted Arjuna, “for you will kill only
the outer body, not the eternal person in-
side. Death is sure anyway, so why should
you hesitate?”

Quite obviously, these are instructions
that,ifthey fell into the hands of the wrong
person, could produce horrible results.
Arjuna, we have to remind ourselves, was
a general, a military man poised on the
brink of a battle that, as the Mahabharata
recounts in great detail, had been years in
the making, and that both Arjuna and
Krsna had made every diplomatic effort
to forestall. If General Eisenhower had,
on D-Day morning, been riven with
doubts about the morality and propriety
of fighting and killing his dear Nazi
brothers, he would have been in a position
roughly analogous to Arjuna’s. The Gita
does not sanction killing in ordinary cir-
cumstances.

On the contrary, the primary instruc-
tion we receive from Vedic sources is that
one should never unnecessarily commit
violence to any living thing. Only in self-
defense or in defense of one’s dependents
may one kill. For a soldier like Arjuna, a
man responsible for many dependents, or
citizens,thatmightentail goingtowarand
bloodying an entire battlefield. Most of
the rest of us should pass our life, if pos-
sible, without harming a flea.

And not that every war is justified,
either. By Vedic standards, neither the
Nazis nor the allied forces were fully
justified in the deaths they caused in
World War IL In fact, the whole question
of when and wherekillingis justified often
appears quite delicate, even when scrip-
tural injunctions, Vedic or otherwise, are
unequivocal.

On the question of capital punishment,
for example, the Manu-sarhita -enjoins
that a murderer be put to death, and that
execution should not ultimately be con-
sidered an act of violence.

Butaside from rigid adherence to scrip-
ture, we have to consider whether we can
answer the objections raised by oppo-
nents of capital punishment: Isn’t execu-

tion an act of cruelty equaling the murder
itisdesigned to punish? Can we guarantee
that the death penalty be administered
fairly, without discrimination based on
race, color, creed, or political affiliation?
Does execution have any effect in deter-
ring future murderers?

Deterrence seems to be one of the
weakest objections. Obviously execution
would prevent the murderer from killing
again. And how could it not affect the
behavior of potential criminals? Ameri-
can opponents of capital punishment
point out that states that allow the death

penalty don’t have consistently lower
murder rates than states that do not. But
the fact is that even states with the death
penalty have never executed more than
five percent of their convicted murderers.
Everyone would agree that an execution
rate of one in twenty has no deterrent
value.

Even assuming, though, that a higher
execution rate would deter potential kill-
ers, can the cruelty of execution be
justified? Isn’t a murderer someone like
you and me who got a bad break?

On this question the Vedic texts shed
some new light. According to Vedic
authorities, a human being, unlike an ani-
mal, is responsible for his actions notonly

under state laws but under the universal
laws of karma, and the Manu-samhita
states that the karmic punishment a mur-
derer receives in his next life is far worse,
far more cruel if you will, than the guillo-
tine, gas chamber, electric chair, or firing
squad. The Manu-samhita further asserts,
however, that capital punishment by the
state obviates karmic punishmentin a fu-
ture life. Thus the party who benefits most
from an execution is not the society re-
lieved of a criminal element, not the vic-
tim’s family and friends pacified by the
retribution, but the killers themselves, re-
lieved as they are from all karmic reaction
and free to start afresh in a new life.

But assuming that both karmic justice
and the deterrent effect of the death pen-
alty are facts, how can we assure ourselves
that those with the power to use the death
penalty would do so fairly? If we again
refer to Vedic sources, we find that the
leaders in Vedic history who held this
power of life and death were rajarsis, or
saintly kings, men who perfectly com-
bined absolute monarchical power with
wisdom and impartiality. One might con-
tend that the saintly qualities of these
kings are exaggerated, if not purely
mythological. But sidestepping that de-
bate for now, the more relevant point here
isthatthe Vedic texts strongly associate an
unwavering stand on capital punishment
with its implementation by men of perfect
character.

Although this counters the argument
that the death penalty is itself a criminal,
unsaintly act, we must face the fact that we
don’t have an overabundance of saintly
characters in the ranks of our leaders (or
anyotherranks, for that matter) anywhere
in the world. If the death penalty must go
hand in hand with saintliness, where are
those saintly hands?

We are therefore back to square one:
any instruction, however valuable, can
wreak havoc if misused. In the hands of a
surgeon, a book on liver transplants may
be an asset, but you can'’t let just anyone
cutyou open, no matter what they've read.
The prescribed Vedic cure for the capital
punishment controversy is available, but
saintly leaders to administer the prescrip-
tion aren’t. EQ
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NORTH AMERICA

CANADA
Calgary, Alberta—10516 Oakfieid Drive SW.,, T2W 2A9/ Tel (403) 238-0602
Montreal, Quebec—1626 Fie IX Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ Tel. (514) 521-1301
Ottawa, Ontario—212 Somerset St. E., K1N 6V4/ Tel (513) 233-1884
Regina, Saskatchewan—2817 Victoria Ave., S4T 1K6/ Tel. (306) 522-4973
Toronto, Ontarlo—243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel (416) 922-5415
Vancouver, B.C.—5462 S5.E. Marine Dr., Bumaby V5J 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-9728

RESTAURANTS

Ottowa—Govinda's (at ISKCON Ottowa)
Toronto—Govinda's Dining Room (at ISKCON Toronto)

U.S.A.
Atlanta, Georgla—1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 377-8680
Baltimore, Maryland—200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville 21228/ Tel. (301) 744-9537
Boulder, Colorado—917 Fleasant St, 80302/ Tel. (303) 444-7005
Boston, A 72 C Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611
Ct So. Caroll 1730 S h Hwy, 28407/ Tel. (B03) 763-6959
Chicago, llinols—1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel, (312) 973-0900
Dallas, Texas—5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-8330
Denver, Colorado—1400 Chery St, B0220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461
Detroit, Michigan—383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000
Fullerton, California—2011 E. Chapman Ave., 92631/ Tel. (T14) 870-1156
‘Gurabo, Puerto Rico—Rt. 181, Box 215-B, Bo. Sta. Rita, 00658/ Tel (B09) 737-5222
Galnesville, Florida—214 NW. 14th St, 32603/ Tel, (904)336-4183
Hartford, Connecticut—1683 Main St, E. Hartlord, 06108/ Tel (203) 289-7252
Honolulu, Hawall—51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (B08) 595-3047
Houston, Texas—1320 W. 34th St, 77018/ Tel (713) 686-4432
Laguna Beach, Callfornla—285 Leglon St, 92651/ Tel, (714) 494-7029
Lansing, Michigan—1314 E. Michigan Ave., 48312/ Tel. (517) 332-1823
Long Island, New York—137 S. Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 378-6184

Los Angeles, Callfornla—3764 Watseka Ave., 50034/ Tel. (213) B36-2676
Miaml, Florida—135 Ponce de Leon Bivd,, Coral Gables 33160

Miami Beach, Florida—2445 Collins Ave., 33140/ Tel, (305) 531-0331

New Haven, Connecticut—P.0. Box 455, 08502 / Tel. (203) 782-6821

New Orleans, Loulslana—2036 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 488-7433

New York, New York—305 Schermerhom St., Brooklyn 11217/ Tel (718) 855-6714

New York, New York—1629 Lexington Ave., Manhattan 10029/ Tel. (212)722-7261

Drhndn, Flom.h—mza Central Park Ave,, 32807/ Tel. (407) 275-3282

51 W. Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600

529 South St, 19147/ Tel. (215) 238-1753

St. Louls, Mlslonrl—@ZE Lndell Bhvd., 83108/ Tel (314) 535-8085

San Diego, California—1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach 92109/ Tel. (619) 483-2500

San Francisco, California—84 Carl St, 84117/ Tel. (415) 753-8647

San Francisco, Callfornia—2334 Stuart St, Berkeley 94705/ Tel. (415) 644-1113

Seattle, Washington—3114 E. Pine St 98122/ Tel. (206) 328-7011

Tallahassee, Florida—1323 Nylic St (mail: P.O. Box 20224, 32304)/ Tel. (904) 681-9258

Tampa, Florida—13821 M. 37 St, 33613/ Tel (813) 977-0026

Topanga, Californla—20395 Callon Dr., 80290/ Tel. (213) 455-1858

Towaco, New Jersay—{mail: PO. Box 109, 07082)/ Tel. (201) 299-0970

Walla Walla, Washington—314 E. Poplar, 39362/ Tel. (509) 528-9556

Washington, D.C.—10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. {301) 299-2100
FARM COMMUNITIES

Carriere, Mississippl (Newﬁhvnn]—ﬂcme 2, Box 449, 39426/ Tel (601) 798-8533

Church Hill, Mi: (New Js Route 2, Box 298, 39005/ Tel (601) 445-2222

Gainesville, Florida (New Ramana-reti)—Box 819, Alachua, Florida 32615/ Tel. (904) 462-9046

Greenfield, Ninols—Rt. 2, Box 27, 62044 (contact ISKCON St. Louis)

Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardana Hill}—{contact ISKCON Guraba)

Hlloborou#l North Carollnn (New Gokl.la}—ﬁt 6, Box 701, 27278/ Tel. (319) 732-6492

Mulberry, (Murd Muréri Project, Rt No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel (615) 759-7331

Port Royal, Pennsylnnla (Gt~ néwi)—ﬂl) No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. (717) 527-4101
RESTAURANTS

Dallas—Kalachandji's (at ISKCON Dallas)

Detroit—Govinda's (at ISKCON Detroit)/ Tel. (313) 331-6740

Laguna Beach—Gauranga's (at ISKCON Laguna Beach)

Los Angeles—Govinda's, 9624 Venice Bivd., Culver City, 90230/ Tel. (213) 836-1269

Miami Beach—Govinda's (at ISKCON Miami Beach)

Philadelphla—Govinda's, 529 South St, 19147/ Tel. (215) 829-0077

St. Louls—Govinda's (at ISKCON St. Louis)/ Tel (314) 535-8085

San Diego—3102 University Ave., North Park, CA 92104/ Tel. (619) 284-4827

San Francisco—Govinda's, 86 Carl St, 94117/ Tel. (415) 753-9703

San Juan, Puerto Rico—Govinda, Tetuan 153, Viejo San Juan 00903/ Tel. (B09) 725-4885

EUROPE

GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
Beifast, Northern Ireland— 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, Betfast/ Tel. 821757
Lelcester, England—230 Rendell Road, Leicester/ Tel. (0533)-681256

International Society for Ki

CENTERS ARO
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Padua—\ia delle Granze 107, 35040 Loc. Camin (PD)/ Tel. (49) 760-007
Pisa—Via delle Colline, Loc. La Meridiana, 56030 Perignano (P1)/ Tel. (587) £16-194
Rome—Via di Tor Tre Teste 142, 00169 Roma
Turin—Strada Berra 15/1, Loc. Tetti Gariglio, 10025 Pino Torinese (TO)/ Tel. (11) 840-957
Varese—Via Volta 19, 21013 Gallarate (VA)/ Tel. (331) 783-288
FARM COMMUNITY
Florence (Villa Vmdévana)—Via Communale degli Scopeti 108, S. Andrea in Percussina, San Casciano
Val di Pesa (Fl) 50026/ Tel. (55) 820-054
RESTAURANTS
Milan—Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano/ Tel. (2) 862-417
Rome—Govinda's, Via di San Simone 73/A, 00186 Roma/ Tel (6) 654-1973
OTHER COUNTRIES
Amsterdam, Holland—Krsna Dham, 225 Ruysdaelkade, 1072 AW/ Tel. (020) 751 404
Athens, Greece—Poseidonos 27, liioupoll, 16 345/ Tel. 01-993-7080
Barcelona, Spain— c/de L'Oblit, 67-08028/ (93) 347-9933
Brumlu. Belgium—48 rue Marché aux Poulets-1000 Bruxelles/ Tel. (02) 513 86 05/04
Tvaeruej 11, 2000 Copenhagen 1/ Tel. (01) 86-85-81
Dudingan‘ SMtzﬂ'lnrm—lm Stillen Tal, CH3186 Didingen (FR)/ Tel. (037) 43-26-98
Durbuy, Belglum—Chateau de Petit Somme, Durbuy 5482/ Tel. 086-322926
Géithenburg, Sweden—Hare Krishna Center, Grimmeredsvigen 103.42169 Vasira Frolunda/ Tel. 031-290966
Gridinge, Sweden—Korsniis Gard, 140 32 Gridinge/ Tel. 0753-26151
Helsinkl, Finland—Govinda's, Jaikirinkatu 100, Helsinki 15/ Tel, (085) 0039
k g, W. Kirursten Anlage 5, 6900 Heidelberg/ Tel. 06221-15101
Moscow, I.ISSR Contact ISKCON Office of Soviet Affairs, Almviks Gérd, 15300 Jama, Sweden/ Tel. (48) 075552088
Oslo, Norway—Sholestien 11, 0373 Ris, Oslo 3
Paris, France—31 rue .}oun Vacquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. 45521018; 43043263
Stockhol ol 22, 11240 Tel. 0B-549002
Valencia, Spaln—c/de Almirante Cadarso #12, Vedat de Tomente/ Tel (961) 55962
Vienna, Austria—Center for Vedic Studies, Lischlenstainstrasse 23/, 1090 Vienna/ Tel. (0222) 310-10-33
Warsaw, Poland—"Towarzystwo Swiadomosci Kryszny Bhaktl Yoga—w PRL" skr. pocztowa nr. 257, 02- ??0
Warasawa VPT 130
ZUrich, Switzerland —Bergstrasse 54, 8032 Zirich/ Tel (01) 69-32-T9
FARM COMMUNITIES
Bavarian Forest (Bayrisher Wald), W. Germany (Nava-Jiyaga-Nrsirha-Kgetra)— (contact ISKCON Heideiberg)
Brihuega, Spain (New Vraja Mandala)—(Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalaara/ Tel. (11) 280018
Denmark—Gl, Kirkeve| 3, 8650 Broerup/ Tel. 5392921
Jirna, Sweden—Aimviks Gird, 15300 Jama/ Tel. (46) 755-52068
Lugano, Switzerland—The Gokula Project, La Pampa, 6981 Sessa (Malcantone) Tl Tel. (091) 73-25-73
Valencay, France (New Miydpur)—Lucay-Le-Male, 38 600/ Tel. (54) 40-23-53; 40-27-88

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA

Adelaide—69 Belair R, Kingswood, S.A. (mail: .. Box 235, Kingswood 5062)/ Tel. (08) 272-0488
Brisk: 95 Bank Road, ille, Q.LD. (mail: F.O. Box 83, Indooroopilly 4088)/ Tel. (07) 379-5008
Calrns—80 Spence St, Caims, Q.LD. (mail: P.O. Box 5238, Caims Mail Centre, Q.LD. 4870)/ Tel, (070) 516346
Lismore—Hare Krishna Yoga Center, 17 Kyogle St, Lismore South, N.SW. 2484
Melbourne—197 Danks St., Albert Park, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ Tel. (03) 698-5122
North Sydney—180 Falcon St, N. Sydney, N.SW. 2060 (mall: P.O. Box 220, Cammeray, N.SW. 2060)/
Tel. (02) 926164
Perth—129 Bamrack St,, W.A. 6000 (mail: P.O. Box 588, W. Perth, W.A. 6005)/ Tel. (09) 3289171
Sydney—112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst, N.SW. 2010 (mail: RO. Box 159, Kings Gross, N.SW.
2011)/ Tel. (02) 3575162

FARM COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandagram)—Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Road, Bambra, VIC 3241/ Tel. (052) 887383
Mur (New }—Tyalgum Rd., g via N.SW. 2484
(mail: P.O. Box 887)/ Tel (066) 721803
RESTAURANTS

Adelalde—Crossways, 79 Hindley St., Adelaide, S.A. 5000/ Tel. (08) 2515258

Brisbane—Crossways, First Floor, 99 Elisabeth Street

Mdbouna—Cmssways. First Floor, 123 Swanston St., Melboume, Victoria 3000/ Tel. (03) 650 2939
Gopal's, 139 St., Mel Victoria 3000/ Tel. (03) 650-1578

MNorth Sydney—Gopal's, 180 Falcon St, N. Sydney, N.SW. 2060/ Tel. (02) 926164

Perth—Gopal's, 120 Barrack St, Perth, WA 8000/ Tel (09) 325-21868

Sydney—Govinda's Upstairs and Govinda's Take-away (both at ISKCON Sydney)/ Tel (075) 501842

NEW ZEALAND AND FiJI
Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan)—Hwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golf Course)
{mail: R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. (9) 4128075
Christchurch, New Zealand—83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 25-190 Christchurch)/ Tel (3) 61965
Labasa, Fiji—Delailabasa (mail: Box 133)/ Tel. 82916
Lautoka, Fijl—5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: R.O. Box 125)/ Tel 61-633
Rakira, Fiji—Rewasa (mail: Box 129)/ Tel. 94243
Suva, Fijl—F.0. Box 6376, Nasinu/ Tel. 391-282
‘Wellington, New Zealand—17 Kio Bay, Evans Bay Parade, Wellington (mail: P.O. Box 2753, Wellington)/
Ted. (4) 861441

20 Mayfield Road, Whalley Range, Manchester M16 BFT/ Tel. (061)

London, England (clty)—10 Soho St, London W1/ Tel. (01) 437-3662

London, Manar, L Heath, Watford,
Horﬂomshlm WD2 BEP/ Tﬁl (092385) 7244

Karuna Bhavan, Road, L gow, L Tel. (0555884790
FARM COMMUNITIES
Lake Island of Inish Rath—L County F Iretand)/ Tel. (3657) 21512

London, England—{contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)
RESTAURANT
London, England—Govinda's, 8-10 Scho St/ Tel. (01) 437-3662
ITALY
Bologna—Via Nazionale 124, 40065-Pianoro (BO)/ Tel. (51) 774-034
Catanla—Via San Nicold al Borgo 28, 95128 Catania, Sicily/ Tel. (95) 522-252
Naples—\ia Toricelli 77, BO0S9 Torre del Greco (MAY Tel. (B1) 881-5431

HEFTMHMT 5
A d, New Gopal's, 15t Floor, Civic House, 281 Queen St/ Tel. (9) 34885
Chr , New Z opal's, 143 5L/ Tel. 67-035
Lautoka, FIi—Gopal's, Comer of Yasawa St. & Navitl St/ Tel. 62890

Suva, Fiji—Gopal's, Cormner of Pratt St. & Joske St. (opp. Reserve Bank)/ Tel. 314154

AFRICA

Abeckuta, Nigeria—Ibadan Rd., Obantoko, behind NET (mail: P.O. Box 5177)
Abldjan, Ivory Coast—01 BP 8366, Abidjan
Accra, Ghana—582 Blk 20, Odokor, Official Town (mail: P.O. Box 01568, Osu)
Buea, Cameroon—Southwest Province (mail: cfo Yuh Laban Nkesah, P and T, VHS)
Cape Town, South Africa—17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. (21) 689 1523
Durban (Natal), 8. Africa—Chatsworth Circle, Chatsworth 4030 (mail: P.O. Box 56003/ Tel. (31) 435-815
Freatown, Slerra Leone—13 Bright St. Brookfields (mail: PO. Box 812, Freetown)
Johannesburg, South Africa—"Misty Hills,” Plot 69, Reitfontein Rd. (mail: PO. Box 723,
Muldersdrift {TvL), 1747)/ Tel. (11) 666-2716
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Harare, Zimbabwe—46 Crowhill Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 2090}/ Tel. 8877801
Kitwe, Zambila—3122 Gandhi Close, Buyantanshi (mail: RO. Box 20242, Kitwe)/ Tel. 215-630
Lagos, Nigeria—No. 2 Murtala M I Airport
(mail: P.O. Box 8793, Lagos)
Mauritius—123 Sir Guy Forget Ave., Quatre Bomes (mail: P.O. Box 108, Quatre Bomes, Mauritius)/ Tel. 46804
Mombasa, Kenya—Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.O. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ Tel. 312248
Nkawkaw, Ghana—FP.0. Box 69, Nkawkaw
Nairobi, Kenya—Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 289486, Nairobi)/ Tel. 744365
Port Harcourt, Nigeria—2 Eligbam Rd. {comer of Obana Obhan SL), GRA. Il
(mail: P.O. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)
Tokoradi, Ghana—84 Windy Ridge (mail: P.O. Box 328)
‘Warrl, Nigerla—1 Ogunu St, Bendel Housing Estate, Ugborikoro (P.O. Box 1922, Wari)/ Tel. 053-230-262
FARM COMMUNITIES
Lusaka, Zambia—Piot 4/288 Chingololo Rd., Makeni (mail: P.O. Box 35658, Lusaka)/ Tel. 210-578
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm)}—Beau Bois, Bon Acceull
RESTAURANT
Durban, §. Africa—Govinda's (contact ISKCON Durban)

ASIA
INDIA

Agartala, Tripura—Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 793001
Ahmedabad, Gujarat—7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ Tel. Tel. 449935

Campos, RJ—Av. Bezamath, 35, Pq. Califdémia
Curitiba, PR—Av. 7 de Setembro, 1584, Alto da Rua 15/ Tel. (041) 264-6634
Florlandpolls, SC—Rua Duarte Schutel, 61-Centro
Fortaleza, CE—Rua José Laurenco, 2114, Aldeota/ Tel. (085) 244-7088
Golania, GO—FRua B8-C, No. 2-Setor Sul/ Tel. (062) 241-7482
Manaus, AM—Rua dos Andradas, 465, Centro/ Tel. (092) 233-3709
Porto Alegre, RS—Rua Dr. Thimoteo, 753-Moinhos de Vento
Ribeiriio Preto, SP—Rua Cerqueira Cesar, 480, Centro
Rio de Janeiro, RJ—Ladeira da Gldria, 98, Gldria/ Tel. (021) 285-5643
Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adomo, 17, Brotas/ Tel (071) 244-1072
Santos, SP—Rua Nabuco de Aratjo, 151-Embard/ Tel. (0132) 21-3596
Sao Jose dos Campos, SP—Rua Parand, 266-Vila Maria
S#o Paulo, SP—Rua Bom Pastor, 798, Ipiranga (mail: C. P. 4855)/ Tel. (011) 63-1674
S#o Paulo, 5P (Centro Cultural)—Rua favuni, 269-Indianapolis
Sorocaba, SP—Rua Cedario Motta, 130, Centro
Vitéria, ES—Rua Chafic Murad, 218, Prala do Sod/ Tel. (027) 227-9860
FARM COMMUNITIES
Caruaru, Pernambuco—Distrito de Murici (mail: Rua do Norte, 61, Sala 3, Centro)
SP (New }—Bairro Riberao Grande (mail: Caixa Postal 108,
CEP 12.400)/ Tel. (0122) 42-5002
RESTAURANT
Belém, Pard (50 Krgna Prasada)—Av. Gentil Bittencourt, Passagem Mac Dowell, 98 (entre Dr. Morais
& Benjamin Constanl/ Tel (091) 2221886

2068 Bamanbore, Gujarat—N.H. 88, Surendranagar Dist. Tel. 97 MEXICO
Bangalore, Karnataka—Hare Krishna Hill, 1 ‘R’ Block, Chord Road, Rajajinagar 560 010/ Tel. 359 856 Guadalajara—Pedro Moreno 1791, Sector Juarez, Jalisco/ Tel. 26-12-78
Baroda, Gujarat—Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 380 015/ Tel. 326299 and 66499 Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miquel Chapultepec, Mexico, D.F. 18/ Tel. (805) 271-0132
Bhubaneswar, Orissa—National Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/ Tel. 53125 Mexico City—Govinda's Cultural Center, Insurgentes Sur 2384-1, Mexico City 01000 D.F./ Tel. 548-9323
Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. 6206 BEO, 6200 B70, 6202 226 Monterrey—Zaragoza 1007, nte. Zona centro/ Tel. 74-69-76
Calcutta, W. Bengal—3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. 443757, 434265, 446075 Morella—Ticateme No. 52 pte., Col. Selix ireta 58070, Morelia, Mich.
Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-8, 160 036/ Tel. 44634 Vera Cruz—Calle 3, C No. 784, F Reforma/ Tel. 50759
Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), W. Bengal—Thakur Haridas Si , P.O. Chhayg FARM COMMUNITY
P.5. Bongaon, Dist. 24 Paragonas Tulacingo, Hidalgo (Nueva Gauga-Mangala Bhami)}—{contact ISKCON Mexico Cily)
Gauhatl, Assam—Ulubari Charali, Gauhati 781 001/ Tel. 31208 PERU
Guntur, A.P.—Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509 i 4 T
) Hardwar, U.P.—Pahala Mala, Brittany Cottage, Kharkhari 249 401 (mail: P.O. Box 14) il ’“Sen"°jmm:: o?:: 2;‘;.?3 5322353
Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ Tel 551018, 552924 Lima—Pasaje Solea 101 Santa Man"a-Choaic&’ Tel 910891
Imphal, Manipur—Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 785 001/ Tel. 21587 Lima—Schell 615 Mirafio
Madras, Tamil Nadu—589, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 600017/ Tel. 443266 Trujilio—Bolivar 738/ Tel 259523
Mayapur, W. Bengal—Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, P.O. Shree Mayapur Dham, Dist. Nadia/ Tel. 31 g
(Swarup Gunj) %
Moirang, Manipur—Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd./ Te. 795133 Hare Krishna-Correo De Bella Vista—DFTO De San Martin
Nagpur, Maharashtra—70 Hill Road, Ramnagar, 440 010/ Tel. 33513 RESTAURANTS
New Delhi—M-118 Greater Kailash 1, 110 048/ Tel. 6412058, 6419701 Arequipa—{at ISKCON Arequipa)
Hare Krishna Asrama, across C River, Dist. Sh L 413 304 Cuzco—Espaderos 128
Patna, Blhar—Rajendra Nagar Road No. 12, B0O 016/ Tel 50765 Lima—Schell 834 Miraflores
Pune, Maharashtra—4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. 60124 and 64003 OTHER COUNTRIES
Secunderabad, A.P.—9-1-1 St John's Road 500 026/ Tel. 825232 Colombla—Calle #10-62, Chapinero/ Tel, 246-5797
B T e oty o 3001 oo S e L s
Surat, Gujarat—Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel. 84215 g:::mm_- ol Eﬁ“;mzm-aw R 2054, (1431)
—KT. 17 Tel. Aove ,
Tirupati, A.P.—KT. Road, Vinayaka Nagar 517 507/ Tel. 2285 Caracas, Venezuela—Prolongacion Ave. Las Palmas, Calle Capriles, Quinta Pollita/ Tel 782-1939
Trivandrum, Kerala—T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 835 014/ Tel. 88197 Christ Church, Barbados—31 Goodland Park/ Tel. (809)
Udhampur, Jammu and i da Nagar, L 182 101/ Tel. 496 PP. Cbchibamia .Bolm—Po. St rk/ Tel. (809) 42-84209
U.P.—Krishna-B. Mandir, Bl Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathurd Dist. 281 124/ = oMo e ;aa r, T:‘ 251“5%““
Tel. 8247, pos b :
dF::“ 2mw"m55 Cérdoba, Argentina—Montevideo 950, Paso de los Andes/ Tel. (D51) 262229
Crabwood Creek, Guyana—Grant 1803, Sec. D, Corentyne, Berbice
Ahmedabad, Gujarat—Ni da Seva Ashram, Odhav Rd, (near Octroi Naka), Odhav 382 410/ Tel. 836 382 Cuenca, Ple. P; & Gral. Vi m;a_rrigr-l.as- { Tel. (07) 82-93-58
Mmmbﬂl Dlmdc! Gujarat—Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact: ISKCON Ahmedabad) Coast, Guy; New Navadvipa Dham, st -
78 Kri Dham, District Gadhachiroli, 442 603 Georgetown, Guya M—Z'ﬂ Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara
Hyderabud AP.—P.0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq, R.R. District 501 401/ Tel. 552924 (Hyderabad) Postal 1534
Maydpur, W. Bengal—{contact Mayapur) Guayaquil, Ecuador—Velez 1915 (betwoen Carchi & Tulcan)/ Tel. 36-16-47
HEB'I'NJMN'I’S La Paz, Bolivia—Calle 16 Obrajes 460 (mail: P.O. Box 10278)/ Tel. 783556
's (at Hare Krishna Land) Montevideo, Uruguay—Pabio de Maria 1427
Krish Mandir Panama, Republic of Panama—\fa las Cumbres, enirada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA No. 10
(mail: P.O. Box 6-29-54, Panama)/ Tel. 31-2057
OTHER COUNTRlES Pereira, Colombia—Carrera 5a, #19-36/ Tel. 42769
Bali, Indonesia—{Contack ISKCON Jakarta) Quito, Carron 641 A / Tel. 520486
Bangkok, Thailand—139, Soi Puttha-Osoth, New Road/ Tel 233-2488 R ‘,'10 Argenti 5
Chittagong, Bangladesh—Caltanya Cultural Society, Sri Pundarik Dham, Mekhala, Hathazari/ Tel, 108 oo c’,‘n"w,,";_cp"o“';ﬂ:a;“zg ‘,”"a‘m":'o?fg ﬁ‘:; ?25‘ Fesario 20K
(city office and mail: 23 Nandan Kanan, Chittagong)/ Tel 20-2219 San Jose, Costa Rica i
- Colombo, Sri Lanka—188 New Chetty St. Colombo 13/ Tel, 33325 tmaﬂa:‘pdn 13&10&);[?;:!'03"‘&:?;‘?:' govinda, 235 mtrs. norte del Banco Anglo, San Pedro
o Kmm—mil?dzsuhﬁ:}u Pisar; S San ElS Avenida Uni a 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Jakarta, 0. Box . : Americana, San Salvador (mail: PO. Box 1508)/ Tel. 25-96-17
Kathmandu, Nepal—Vishnu Gaun Panchayat Ward No. 2, Budhanilkantha/ Tel. 4-10368 Santiago, Chile—Manuel Carvallo 771, Nunoa/ Tel. 392734
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia—L ot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama, Santo D uaJIeCayeImoHodnquez No. 254
Petaling/ Tel. 730172 Trinidad and T s
Manila, Phillppines—170 R. Femandez, San Juan, Metro Manita/ Tel. 707410 5 2 co;:l?:h'lwee: a3 saca Anust
Talj Tak il: cfo ISKCON H Kon: ARM
Tu:-.:‘n, |mm":vanoehmm :«:E Kamgll:m St. No. 58/ Tel. 658870 Buenos Aires, Argentina (Bhaktilata Puri)—(contact Centro Bhaktivedanta, Buenos Aires)
Tel Aviv, Israel—{17 B] Gordon St, P.O. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480/ Tel. 03-238-239 g""’“‘”"u(:"“: Mﬂ?“ﬂl—szm del Guali, Municipio de Caloto, Valle del Cauca/ Tel. 612688 en Cali
Tokyo, Japan—2-41-12 lzumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo T168/ Tel. (3) 327-1541 uayaqull, Ecuador (Nuevo Nitdcala)—(contact ISKCON Guayaquil)
FARM COMMUNITY Guyara—Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice
e S San Jose, Costa Rica—Granja Nueva Goloka Vrind: Carreteraa Paralso, de la ar lardin L {por
Cebu, Philippines (Hare Krishna 31 F Rd., Basak, City/ Tel. 83254 Calle Concava), 200 metros as sur (mano derecha) Cartago (mail: Apdo. 166, 1002)/ Tel. 51-6752
Gobll |_uuu Govinda's, 26 S iangko St San Salvador, El Salvador—Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitan, Dpto. de La Libertad
s o RESTAURANTS
LAT'N AM ERICA Cuenca, Ecuador—Govinda's, Annexo Hotel, Crespo
Callgjor a una cuadra abajo de Guatel, Panajachel Solola
BRAZIL Guayaqull, Ecuador—Gevinda's (contact ISKCON Guayaguil
Belém, PA—Av. Gentil Bittencourt, 1002 (entre & Quintino Tel (091) 222-1886 La Paz, Bollvia—Restaurant Marijari, Calle Polosi 1315, esq. Colén
Bedo Horizante, MG—Av. Gentlic Vargas, 167, Funciondrios/ Tel. (031) 223-2776 San Salvador, El Salvador—25 Avenida Norte 1132
Brasilla, DF—HIGS 706-Bloco C, Casa 29/ Tel (061) 242-7579 Santa Cruz, Bolivia—Restaurant Govinda's, Calle Florida 594, esq. Cafoto
‘Campo Grande, MS—Rua Carlos Chagas, 32-Caicara Santa Cruz, Bollvia—Snack Govinda, Av. Argomosa (1° anillo), esq. Bolivar
—
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ATimely Trip

by RADHA KRSNA SWAMI

In referring to the scientificunderstand-
ing attained by the sages of ancient
India, the late Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi once wrote, “The quality of an-
cient India that is most striking is the
breadth of its vision, its capacity to feel at
home in vast spaces, to think of great
stretches of time and astronomical num-
bers, a capacity matched only by the
mathematicians of our age.”

Even thousands of years ago, India’s
scientific understanding of the universe
was highly advanced. It was common
knowledge that the world isn’t flat but
round, that our planet isn’t the center of
the universe but a mere speck within it,
and thattheearth wasn’tsuddenlycreated
on May 23, 5478 B.C., but had existed for
billions of years. This is remarkable when
we consider that in the West, these facts
have been accepted for only the last few
hundred years.

Fortunately, modern science has been
catching up and continues to make fur-
ther progress every day. One of the great-
est achievements of this century is Albert
Einstein’s general theory of relativity,
which,amongits postulates, describes the
behavior and measurement of time under
factors such as gravity and velocity. Sur-
prisingly, even such advanced concepts of
physics are also found in the Vedic litera-

ture, India’s ancient books of wisdom.

In the Ninth Canto of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam there is a revealing story on
the workings of the theory of relativity. Itis
about a king named Kakudmi and his
daughter Revati. When the king was
planning for his daughter’s marriage, he
decided to go see Lord Brahma, by whose
influence, he was sure, an ideal husband
could be found. Lord Brahma is the chief
demigod and occupies the post of the
engineer-creator of this universe. His life
span encompasses the duration of the en-
tire universe. His abode, the planet
Brahmaloka, is the highest in the uni-
verse. The inhabitants there are endowed
with mystic powers; evil, pain,and anxiety
are practically unknown; the potential for
enjoyment is thousands of times greater
than on earth; and spiritual advancement
is easily attainable.

King Kakudmi took Revati with him
and traveled to Brahmaloka, where he
found that Lord Brahma was hearing a
musical performance and for the moment
could not talk to him. Therefore Kakudmi
waited, and at the end of the show he ap-
proached Brahma, offered obeisances,
and presented his request. After listening
to Kakudmi, Brahma laughed loudly and
said, “O king, all those whom you might
have thought of as candidates for your

Some of the implications of the theory of
general relativity, Einstein’s great modern discovery,
were understood by Vedic sages long, long ago.
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daughter’s hand died already a long time
ago. Millions of years have passed since
you left your kingdom. They are all dead
and forgotten, and so are their sons,
grandsons, and other descendants.”

When the king heard this, he returned
towhat had been his domain and found it
vacant. Just as modern archeologists dis-
cover the sites of ancient civilizations and
determine the cause of their demise, such
as famines, invasions, and natural disas-
ters, Kakudmi returned to find that his de-
scendants had long ago abandoned the
kingdom because of the threat posed by
their enemies.

While King Kakudmi was still in
Brahmaloka, Lord Brahma advised him
to offer his daughter in marriage to Lord
Balarama. According to Vedic theology,
Lord Balarama is an expansion of the Su-
preme Lord, Krsna, and assists Him in
His mission to purify the entire world.
After returning to his former kingdom,
Kakudmi gave his beautiful daughter in
marriage to Lord Balarama. Then he re-
nounced worldly life and retired to Bada-
rikasrama in the Himalayas, where many
ascetics go to achieve spiritual perfection.

King Kakudmi experienced the influ-
ence of time in a way that agrees with
Einstein’s general theory of relativity.
Normally we tend to regard time as abso-
lute and constant throughout the uni-
verse. But the theory of relativity states
that there is no absolute time; rather, each
one of us is influenced uniquely, depend-
ing on our location and the speed with
which we are moving in the universe.

To illustrate this point, there is the clas-

sicexample of the twins. One twin goes off
in a rocket to the nearest star outside our
planetary system. Traveling at speeds
near that of light (186,000 miles per sec-
ond), the traveler will make the round trip
in twenty-two earth years, but because of
his high speed, time will affect him only
partially, and upon his return he will find
himself twelve and a half years younger
than his brother!

" Even on earth the same principle ap-
plies. A twinliving atsea level will be, after
sixty years, six seconds younger than his
brother living high in the mountains, be-
cause of the way the earth’s gravity affects
his own measure of time. But this varia-
tion is so negligible thatit goes unnoticed.

King Kakudmi experienced the princi-
ples stated in the theory of relativity. On
his journey to Brahmaloka, time influ-
enced the king in a different way than it
did his subjects and acquaintances back
onearth, tothe extentthathe outlived gen-
erations of his descendants.

Histories like this, as found in works
like the Srifmad-Bhagavatam, aren’tsimply
for supplying us with facts for a trivia
game, nor are they armchair scientific
statements. The overall purpose of these
scriptures is to promote an existential un-
derstanding oflife and toteach one howto
act accordingly.

If we could make atrip in time similarto
King Kakudmi's, disappearing from home
and suddenly reappearing in the same
place afewthousand years later, we would
see everything so changed that we would
be forced to see our lives in a completely
different light. During such a journey,

many nations would have been created
and destroyed; whole dynasties and clans
would have lived and died; life styles and
popular notions would have come and
gone; geological and ecological upheav-
als would have taken place repeatedly.
Witnessing these changes, we would natu-
rally ask, “What is there in life that is
worth pursuing because it doesn’t fade
away with time?”

In the Bhagavad-gita (2.16), Sri Krsna
says, “Those who are seers of the truth
have concluded that of the nonexistent
there is no endurance, and of the existent
there is no cessation. This they have con-
cluded by studying the nature of both.”
We usually place too much value on the
particular situation around us—on our
family, community, life style, skills—and
take our background and place in time in
absolute terms. But Lord Krsnateachesus
that these are all temporary and unimpor-
tant, and thus He describes them as
“nonexistent.”

Our trip in time would confirm the con-
clusions of learned sages, including King
Kakudmi. By placing too much emphasis
on our material life, we lose sight of our
real self, the soul, which represents our
real, eternal existence. By cultivating spiri-
tual knowledge, we can awaken that real
self, understand our nature beyond the
“relativity” of this temporal world, and
enter the realm of eternal spiritual exis-
tence. Attaining this is the purpose of life.
And this is what the process of Krsna con-
sciousness, beginning with the chanting
ofthe Hare Krsnamantra, is meantto help
us achieve.

FORCE OF LIFE

(continued from page 5)
Him killing Karmmsa and other demons.
These pastimes they do not like. This atti-
tude is called sakajiva. The business of the
sahajiyas is debauchery, which they try to
justify by citing Krsna's pastimes: “Krsna
danced with the gopis. Krsna was im-
moral, so we can also be immoral. We are
great devotees of Krsna because we are
immoral.” This is going on.

Therefore, to understand Krsna one re-
quires a little better intelligence. Krsna
says [Bhagavad-gita 7.19],

bahanam janmanam ante
JjAanavan marh prapadyate
vasudevah sarvam iti
sa mahdtma su-durlabhah

“After many births one may become
JjAanavan.” JAanavan means “one who
possesses first-class intelligence.” Then?
Mam prapadyate: “He surrenders unto
Me.” Why? Vasudevah sarvam iti: “He un-
derstands that Vasudeva, Krsna, is every-
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thing.” And, sa mahatma suduriabhah:
“Such an intelligent mahatma is very
rare.”

There are so many rascal “mahdrmas”
who simply change their dress and de-
clarethemselvestobe God, orKrsna. Kick
on their faces. A real mahatma is different
from all these rascals because he knows
Krsna. If you understand Krsna, you are
so fortunate: brahmanda bhramite kona
bhagyavan jiva/ guru-krsna-prasade paya
bhakti-lata-bija. There are many, many
millions and trillions of living entities
within this universe, and they are rotating
in 8,400,000 different species of life. They
are allunfortunate, simply repeating birth
and death, birth and death, in different
species. Out of all of them, the most fortu-
nate get the mercy of Krsna and the spiri-
tual master and are given a chance to
know Krsna.

By the mercy of the guru and Krsna, one
gets the seed of devotional service, which
is planted at the time of initiation. And
then one must water the seed. Suppose
you get a nice seed of a tree. You have to
sow it and pour a little water on it. Then it

will grow. Similarly, anyone who by great
fortune has come into contact with Krsna
consciousness, who has received the seed
of devotional service, should water it.
Whatis that water? Sravana-kirtana: hear-
ing and chanting about Krsna. So, don’t
be absent from the Srimad-Bhagavatam
class. This hearing and chanting of topics
about Krsna is watering the seed of devo-
tional service. This is the most impor-
tant thing—hearing and chanting about
Krsna.

Sravana-kirtana does not mean hearing
and chanting about just anything. No.
One must hear and chant about Krsna.
The rascals have manufactured “Kali-
kirtana.” Where in the scripture is there a
mention of Kali-kirtana or Siva-kirtana?
No. Kitana means glorifying the Su-
preme Lord, Krsna. Thatis kirtana. Other
so-called kirtanas are all nonsense. Sim-
ply hear and chant about Krsna.

Krsna should be worshiped, Krsna
should be heard, Krsna should be chanted,
Krsnashould be remembered. In this way,
you'll advance in Krsna consciousness.

Thank you very much. Hare Krsna.EJ



Everylown

The worldwide activities of the International

Devotees Welcome
Peace Cruise

Natchez, Mississippi—For the past
twenty-five years, fifty Americans
have been traveling to the Soviet
Union each summer to join one
hundred Russians in a peace cruise
down the Volga River. This year
fifty Russians joined one hundred
Americans on a cruise down the
Mississippi River. When the
famous paddlewheeler Delta Queen
docked here on its way from St.
Louis to New Orleans, ISKCON
devotees took part in the
welcoming ceremonies, presenting
the Russian visitors with Russian
Krsna books and Bhagavad-gitas.
Rupa Vilasa dasa, former
headmaster of the ISKCON's
gurukula (school) in Vrndavana,
spoke first in a series of “Prayers
for Peace” presented by the
different religions of the Natchez
area and by Russian Orthodox
Archbishop Agafangar, a cruise
member. Rapa Vilasa read Srila
Prabhupada’s essay The Peace

Formula, which explains how to
achieve lasting peace through
Krsna consciousness.

During the press conference that
followed, Jianagamya dasa asked
reporters from the U.S.S.R., “Why
are devotees of Krsna still being
held in labor camps and prisons in
the Soviet Union?” A reporter from
Izvestia, the second largest paper in

Atthe Peace Cruise reception in Natchez, Russian cosmonaut Gorgy Grechko (above, center) holds
a Russian Bhagavad-gita As It Is while speaking with Ripa Vilasa dasa through an interpreter.
Russian Orthodox Archbishop Agafangar (top) holds Jianagamya ddsa’s son, Rasacarya.

" house, which has twenty rooms and

the Soviet Union, answered, “The
policies of glasnost are the reversal
of such previous policies. I hope
the devotees will be freed very
soon, even while the Peace Cruise
is going on. They should not be
held, for they have done nothing
wrong,”

The devotees spoke with several
persons from the Soviet Union who
expressed concern for the
incarcerated devotees. Russian
cosmonaut Gorgy Grechko
promised to help, but he needed
the names of the imprisoned
devotees. Jianagamya dasa phoned
Ranganatha dasa, president of
ISKCON New Orleans, who went
down to meet the cruise when it
docked in New Orleans. He
delivered a list of the imprisoned
devotees’ names and locations to a
Russian reporter, who promised to
give it to the cosmonaut.

Temple Donated to
ISKCON in Gujarat

Vallabha Vidyanagar, Gujarat—On
Janmastami, the anniversary of
Lord Krsna’s appearance, devotees
installed the Deities of Sri Sri
Radha-Giridhari here in the
former home of Sri Fulabhai
Girdharbhai Patel. A couple of
years ago, the 85-year-old Mr. Patel
had a dream in which he heard
devotees chanting Hare Krsna in
his home. A voice told him to
donate his house to the Hare Krsna
devotees for a temple of Radha-
Krsna. At that time Mr. Patel had
never heard of ISKCON. Two days
later ISKCON devotee Rajasiya
dasa came to see Mr. Patel to ask
about renting part of his house. Mr.
Patel told him enthusiastically, “T
don’t want to rent you part of the
house—I want to give you the
whole house!”

Before he passed away, Mr. Patel
saw the plans for the temple room
that would be built in his former

was at one time used as a hostel.
Vidyanagar is a college town
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with twenty-five thousand students.
Every day about a hundred
students visit the temple, which is
run by Bhakti Raghava Swami,
founder of the Bhaktivedanta
Youth Services in Calcutta.

NEWS BRIEFS

Industrialist Sri K. K. Patel, of
the Nirma washing powder group,
laid the cornerstone for ISKCON's
new project in Ahmedabad,
Gujarat, which will include a
temple, a guesthouse, a community
hall, and vegetarian restaurants. Sri
R. K. Trivedi, the governor of
Gujarat, presided over the function,
which was attended by five
thousand persons. Fifty thousand
attended the Janmastami
celebrations at ISKCON's present
temple in Ahmedabad.

Despite a strike of all rail and
road transportation in Madhya
Pradesh, India, on Janmastami day
eighty thousand persons attended
the festivities at ISKCON's
Hyderabad temple. Among the
special guests were the governor of
Madhya Pradesh, Kumudben M.
Joshi, and the international head of
the Ramakrishna Mission, Swami
Ranganathananda.

The world-famous singer Anup
Jalota inaugurated the three-day
Janmastami festival at ISKCON'’s
temple in the Punjabhi Bagh
section of New Delhi. The festival
was televised for one hour on a
national network program.

RESOURCES

Tired of media stereotypes of the
Hare Krsna movement? Want to
understand who the Hare Krsna
people really are and what they're
about? Then read Hare Krishna,
Hare Krishna: Five Distinguished
Scholars on the Krishna Movement in
the West, a collection of interviews
with Harvey Cox, Larry Shinn,
Thomas Hopkins, A. L. Basham, and
Srivatsa Goswami conducted by the
book’s editor, Steven J. Gelberg, the
Hare Krsna movement’s director
for interreligious affairs. Together,
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Every Town and Village

Festivals & Calendar

Krsnaconscious devotees follow a spiritual
calendar that divides the year into twelve
months, each named for a different form of
Krsna. The devotees at any Hare Krsna
center will gladly tell you more about the
meaning of the festivals listed here.

Month of Madhava
(January 22-February 20)

February 10—Appearance anniversary of
SrilaRaghunatha dasa Gosvami, oneofthe
six Gosvamis of Vrndavana. Disappear-
ance anniversary of Srila Vidvanatha
CakravartiThakura, aVaisnavadcdrya and
author who appeared in the seventeenth
century. Appearance anniversary of Srimati
Visnupriya-devi, consort of Lord Caitanya.

February 12—Appearance anniversary
of Sri Advaita Acérya, an incarnation of
Krsna's expansion Maha-Visnuandaclose
associate of Lord Caitanya. Fasting till
noon, followed by feasting.

February 14—Disappearance anniversa-
ry of Sripdda Madhvacérya, a famous Vais-
nava philosopher and spiritual master who
appeared in the thirteenth century.

February 15—Disappearance anniver-
sary of Srila Ramanujacarya, a famous

eleventh-century philosopher and spiri-
tual master.

February 16—Bhaimi Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans. (Fasting for the ap-
pearance of Lord Varaha.)

February 17—Appearance anniversary of
Lord Varaha, Lord Krsna's boar incama-
tion. Feast at noon.

February 18—Appearance anniversary
of Lord Nitydnanda Prabhu,aclose associ-
ate of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu and an
incamation of Lord Krsna's elder brother,
Lord Balarama. Fasting till noon, then
feasting.

February 20—Appearance anniversary
of Srila Narottama dasa Thakura, afamous
spiritual master in the disciplic line from
Lord Caitanya who composed many devo-
tional songs in Bengali.

Month of Govinda
(February 21-March 22)

February 25—Appearance anniversary
of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Tha-
kura, the spiritual master of Srila A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, the
founder-dcarya ofthe International Society
for Krishna Consciousness. Fasting till
noon, then feasting.

these dialogues shed much light on
relevant historical sociological,
psychological, and theological
issues surrounding the movement.
This book will help you understand
the logic and appeal of the Hare
Krsna movement.

276 pages, softbound.

Order from a bookstore or check

the gift shop at the Hare Krsna
center nearest you.

Become trained in brahminical
knowledge, qualities, and skills. The
Vrndavana Institute for Higher
Education is offering courses in
studying Srila Prabhupada’s books;
clear thinking, speaking, and
writing; Vaisnava etiquette;
Sanskrit for preachers; and more.
For information write The
Vrndavana Institute for Higher
Education, c/o ISKCON Ministry
of Education, P.O. Box 400767,
Brooklyn, NY 11240.

Plain living, high thinking. Get out
of the city—away from the noise,
pollution, and the anxiety and
madness of city life. Come back to
a simpler, more natural way of life.
Live close to the earth, close to
God. The Hare Krsna movement
has thirty-four farm communities
throughout the world. These are
sacred places where your spirit can
unfold. And at the same time,
they’re realistic, practical places,
where you can build a sane, stable
life for yourself and, if you're
married, for your family.

To find out more, get in touch
with the ISKCON farm community
nearest you.

Going to Bombay?

Visit the ISKCON cultural
center—Hare Krishna Land, in
beautiful Juhu Beach. A short ride
from the Bombay airports, Hare
Krishna Land features a gorgeous
traditional Krsna temple, together
with a multistory modern
guesthouse, Govinda’s pure
vegetarian prasadam restaurant,
musical and theatrical
performances in the 425-seat
auditorium, and a sublime
atmosphere of spiritual realization
in the association of Krsna’s
devotees.

For more information, inquire at
your local ISKCON center or get
directly in touch with ISKCON
Bombay.




Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the “cream of the Vedic literatures” of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, toexplain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The original
Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration. word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Adcarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: “The Status Quo”’

CHAPTER TWENTY
Conversation Between Maitreya and Vidura

In this installment of our continuing pre of Srimad-Bhagavatam,
thesage Maitreya describesto Vidura, a great devoteeof Lord Krsna, how Lord
Brahma completed his work of creating the material world.

TEXT 46
q g T99E & O I |
g e FA0E 19K
te tu taj jogrhi ripam
tyaktarn yat paramesthing
mithuni-bhiya gayantas
tam evosasi karmabhih

te—they (the Kinnaras and Kimpurusas); fu—but; tat—that; ja-

grhuh—took possession of; ridpam—that shadowy form; tyaktam—given -

up; yat—which; paramesthinda—by Brahma; mithuni-bhiiya—coming
together with their spouses; gayantah—praise in song; fam—him;
eva—only; usasi—at daybreak; karmabhih—with his exploits.

TRANSLATION
The Kimpurusas and Ki as took p of that shadowy
form left by Brahmai. That is why they and their spouses sing his
praises by recounting his exploits at every daybreak.

PURPORT
The time early in the morning, one and a half hours before sunrise, is
called brahma-muharta. During this brahma-muhirta, spiritual ac-
tivities are recommended. Spiritual activities performed early in the
morning have a greater effect than in any other part of the day.

TEXT 47
[A § AFEA T g |
WsTAA AIEES & a3 1vsll

dehena vai bhogavata
sayano bahu-cintaya

sarge 'nupacite krodhad
utsasarja ha tad vapuh

dehena—with his body; vai—indeed; bhogavatd—stretching out full
length; saydnah—lying fully stretched; bahu—great; cintayd—with
concern; sarge—the creation; anupacite—not proceeded; krodhat—out
of anger: utsasarja—gave up; ha—in fact: tat—that; vapuh—bedy.

TRANSLATION

Once Brahma lay down with his body stretched at full length. He
was very concerned that the work of creation had not proceeded
apace, and in a sullen mood he gave up that body too.

TEXT 48

A= FA ARARSE AN |
at: Fada: A A AT 18l
ye ‘hiyantdmutah kesa
ahayas te ‘nga jajiiire
sarpih prasarpatah krira
ndga bhogoru-kandharah

ye—which; ahiyanta—dropped out; amutah—from that; keiah—
hairs; ahayah—snakes:; te—they: ariga—0 dear Vidura; jajitire—took
birth as: sarpah—snakes; prasarpatah—from the crawling body:
krarah—envious: nagah—cobras; bhoga—with hoods; uru—big:
kandharah—whose necks.

TRANSLATION
O dear Vidura, the hair that dropped from that body
transformed into snakes, and even while the body crawled along
with its hands and feet contracted, there sprang from it ferocious
serpents and Nagas with their hoods expanded.

TEXT 49
| A AT FADATATCRL: |
A A, TS A1 SEAEAr, 180

sa dtmanari manyamdnah
krta-krtyam ivatmabhith

tadd maniin sasarjdante
manasa loka-bhdvandn

sah—Lord Brahmi; dtmanam—himself; manyamdnah—consider-
ing; krta-krtyam—had accomplished the object of life; iva—as if; dtma-
bhih—born from the Supreme; tadd—then; manin—the Manus;
sasarja—created; ante—at the end; manasd—from his mind; loka—of
the world; bhavandn—promoting the welfare.

TRANSLATION

One day Brahma, the self-born, the first living creature, felt as if
the object of his life had been accomplished. At that time he
evolved from his mind the Manus, who promote the welfare ac-
tivities of the universe.

TEXT 50
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tebhyah so 'srjat sviyam
puram purusam dtmavan

tan drstvd ye purd srsiah
prasasamsuh prajapatim

tebhyah—to them; sah—Lord Brahma; asrjat—gave; sviyam—
his own; puram—body; purusam—human; atma-vin—self-possessed:
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tan—them; drstud—on seeing; ye—those who: purd—earlier; srstah—
were creﬂted (the demigods, Gandharvas, etc., who were created earlier);
lauded; prajapatim—Brahma (the lord of created

rr

hemgs).
TRANSLATION
The self-possessed creator gave them his own human form. On
seeing the Manus, those who had been created earlier—the

demigods, the Gandharvas and so on—applauded Brahma, the lord
of the universe.

TEXT 51
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aho etaj jagat-srastah
sukrtarh bata te kriam

pratisthitdh kriyd yasmin
sakam annam addma he

aho—oh; etat—this; jogat-srastah—0O creator of the universe; su-
krtam—well done; bata—indeed; te—by you; krtam—produced; pra-
tisthitdh —established soundly; kriyah—all ritualistic perfor
yasmin—in which; sdkam—along with this; annam—the sacrificial
oblations; addma—we shall share; he—0.

TRANSLATION

They prayed: O creator of the universe, we are glad; what you
have produced is well done. Since ritualistic acts have now been
established soundly in this human form, we shall all share the
sacrificial oblations.

PURPORT

The importance of sacrifice is also mentioned in Bhagavad-gitd, Third
Chapter, verse 10. The Lord confirms there that in the beginning of cre-
ation Brahmi created the Manus, along with the ritualistic sacrificial
method, and blessed them: **Continue these sacrificial rites, and you will
be gradually elevated to your proper p of self-realization and will
also enjoy material happiness.” All the living entities created by Brahma
are conditioned seuls and are inclined to lord it over material nature. The
purpose of sacrificial rituals is to revive, gradually, the spiritual realiza-
tion of the living entities. That is the beginning of life within this uni-
verse. These sacrificial rituals, however, are intended to please the
Supreme Lord. Unless one pleases the Supreme Lord, or unless one is
Krgna conscious, one cannot be happy either in material enjoyment or in
spiritual realization,

I TEXT 52

v e g A gawe |
afiafRft: qEsifman S 1A

tapasa vidyayd yukto
yogena susamadhind

rsin rsir hrsikesah
sasarjabhimatdh prajah

tapasd—by penance; vidyayd—by worship; yuktah—being engaged;
yogena—by concentration of the mind in devotion; su-samddhind—by
nice meditation; rsin—the sages; rsih—the first seer (Brahma);
hrsikesah—the controller of his senses; sasarja—created; abhimatah—
beloved; prajdh—sons.

TRANSLATION

Having equipped himself with austere penance, adoration, men-
tal concentration and absorption in devotion, accompanied by dis-
passion, and having controlled his senses, Brahmi, the self-born
living creature, evolved great sages as his beloved sons.

PURPORT

The ritualistic performances of sacrifice are meant for material
economic development; in other words, they are meant to keep the body
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in good condition for cultivation of spiritual knowledge. But for actual
attainment of spiritual knowledge, other qualifications are needed. What
is essential is vidyd, or worship of the Supreme Lord. Sometimes the
word yoga is used to refer to the gymnastic performances of different
bodily postures which help mental concentration. Generally, the dif-
ferent bodily postures in the yoga system are accepted by less intelligent
men to be the end of yoga, but actually they are meant to concentrate the
mind upon the Supersoul. After creating persons for economic develop-
ment, Brahmi created sages who would set the example for spiritual
realization.

TEXT 53
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tebhyas caikaikasah svasya
dehasydmsam adad ajah

yat tat samadhi-yogarddhi-
tapo-vidyd-viraktimat

tebhyah—1o them; ca—and; ekaikasah—each one; svasya—of his
own; dehasya—body; amsam—part; adat—gave; ajah—the unborn
Brahmi; yat—which; tat—that; samddhi—deep meditation; yoga—
concentration of the mind; rddhi—supernatural power; tapah—
austerity; vidyd—knowledge; virakii—renunciation; mat—possessing.

TRANSLATION

To each one of these sons the unborn creator of the universe
gave a part of his own body, which was characterized by deep
meditation, mental concentration, supernatural power, austerity,
adoration and renunciation.

PURPORT

The word viraktimat in this verse means “‘possessed of the qualifica-
tion of renunciation.” Spiritual realization cannot be attained by ma-
terialistic persons. For those who are addicted to sense enjoyment,
spiritual realization is not possible. In Bhagavad-gita it is stated that
those who are too attached to seeking material possessions and material
enjoyment cannot reach yngu-mmddht, absorption in Krsna conscious-
ness. Propaganda that one can enjoy this life matenally and at the same
time spiritually advance is simply bogus. The principles of renunci
are four: (1) to avoid illicit sex life, (2) to avoui meat-eating, (3) to
avoid intoxication and (4) to avoid gambling. These four principles are
called tapasya, or austerity. To absorb the mind in the Supreme in Krena
consciousness is the process of spiritual realization.

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purporis of the Third Canto, Twentieth
Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhigavatam, entitled “Conversation Between
Maitreya and Vidura.”

CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE
Conversation Between Manu and Kardama

TEXT 1
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vidura uvdca
svdyambhuvasya ca manor
hiah parama tah
kathyatam bhagavan yatra
maithunenaidhire prajah

vidurah uvdca—Vidura said; svdyambhuvasya—of Sviyambhuva;
ca—and; manoh—of Manu; varisah—the dynasty; parama—most;
sammatah—esteemed; kathyatam—kindly describe; bhagavan—0



worshipful sage: yatra—in which; maithunena—through sexual inter-
course; edhire—multiplied; prajah—the progeny.

TRANSLATION

Vidura said: The line of Sviyambhuva Manu was most esteemed.
O worshipful sage, 1 beg you—give me an account of this race,
whose progeny multiplied through sexual intercourse.

PURPORT

Regulated sex life to generate good population is worth accepting, Ac-
tually, Vidura was not interested in hearing the history of persons who
merely engaged in sex life, but he was interested in the progeny of
Sviyambhuva Manu because in that dynasty, good devotee kings ap-
peared who protected their subjects very carefully with spiritual knowl-
edge. By hearing the history of their activities, therefore, one becomes
more enlightened. An important word used in this connection is parama-
sammatah, which indicates that the progeny created by Svayambhuva
Manu and his sons was approved of by great authorities. In other words,
sex life for creating exemplary population is aceeptable to all sages and
authorities of Vedic scripture.

TEXT 2
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priyavratottanapadau
sutau svdyambhuvasya vai
yatha-dharman jugupatuh
sapta-dvipavatim mahim

priyavrata—Mahardja Priyavrata; uttanapadau—and Maharaja Ut-
tanapada; sutau—the two sons; svayambhuvasya—of Sviyambhuva
Manu; vai—indeed: yatha—according to; dharmaem—religious prin-
ciples; jugupatuh—ruled; sapta-dvipa-vatim—consisting of seven is-
lands; mahim—the world.

TRANSLATION

The two great sons of Svayambhuva Mann—Priyavrata and Ut-
tinapdda—ruled the world, consisting of seven islands, just ac-
cording to religious principles.

PURPORT

Srimad-Bhagavatam is also a history of the great rulers of different
parts of the universe. In this verse the names of Priyavrata and Ut-
tanapada, sons of Sviyambhuva, are mentioned. They ruled this earth,
which is divided into seven islands. These seven islands are still current,
as Asia, Europe, Africa, America, Australia and the North and South
Poles. There is no chronological history of all the Indian kings in
Srimad-Bhdgavatam, but the deeds of the most important kings, such as
Priyavrata and Uttinapdda, and many others, like Lord Rimacandra and
Maharédja Yudhisthira, are recorded because the activities of such pious
kings are worth hearing: people may benefit by studying their histories.

TEXT 3
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tasya vai duhitd brahman
devahititi visrutd

patni prajapater uktd
kardamasya tvayanagha

tasya—of that Manu; vai—indeed: duhita—the daughter; brah-
man—0 holy bréhmana; devahiiti—named Devahiti; iti—thus; vi-
srutd—was known: patni—wife: prajapateh—of the lord of created
beings; uktd—has been spoken of: kardamasya—of Kardama Muni;
tvaya—by you; anagha—O sinless one.

TRANSLATION

O holy brihmana, O sinless one, you have spoken of his
daughter, known by the name Devahiiti, as the wife of the sage
Kardama, the lord of created beings.

PURPORT

Here we are speaking of Sviyambhuva Manu, but in Bhagavad-gita
we hear about Vaivasvata Manu. The present age belongs to the
Vaivasvata Manu. Svayambhuva Manu was previously ruling, and his
history begins from the Variha age, or the millennium when the Lord
appeared as the boar. There are fourteen Manus in one day of the life of
Brahmi. and in the life of each Manu there are particular incidents. The
Vaivasvata Manu of Bhagavad-gita is different from Svayambhuva
Manu.

TEXT 4
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tasyam sa vai mahd-yogi
yuktdyam yoga-laksanaih
sasarja katidha viryam
tan me susriisave vada

tasyam—in her; sai—Kardama Muni; vai—in fact: maha-yogi—
greal mystic yogi; yuktdydm—endowed; yoga-laksanaih—with the
eightfold symptoms of yogic perfection; sasarja—propagated; kati-
dha—how many times; viryam—offspring; tat—that narration; me—to
me; susriisave—who am eager to hear: vada—tell.

TRANSLATION
How many offspring did that great yogi beget through the prin-
cess, who was endowed with eightfold perfection in the yoga prin-
ciples? Oh, pray tell me this, for 1 am eager to hear it.

PURPORT

Here Vidura inquired about Kardama Muni and his wife, Devahuti,
and about their children. It is described here that Devahiti was very
much advanced in the performance of eightfold yoga. The eight divi-
sions of yoga performance are described as (1) control of the senses,
(2) striet following of the rules and regulations, (3) practice of the dif-
ferent sitting postures, (4) control of the breath, (5) withdrawing the
senses from sense objects, (6) concentration of the mind, (7) meditation
and (8) self-realization. After self-realization there are eight further
perfectional stages, which are called yoga-siddhis. The husband and
wife, Kardama and Devahiti, were advanced in yoga practice; the hus-
band was a maha-yogi, great mystic, and the wife was a yoga-laksana, or
one advanced in yoga. They united and produced children. Formerly,
after making their lives perfect, great sages and saintly persons used to
beget children, otherwise they strictly observed the rules and regulations
of celibacy. Brahmacarya (following the rules and regulations of
celibacy) is required for perfection of self-realization and mystic power.
There is no recommendation in the Vedic scriptures that one can go on
enjoying material sense gratification at one’s whims, as one likes, and at
the same time become a great meditator by paying a rascal some money.

TEXT 5
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rucir yo bhagavan brahman
dakso va brahmanah sutah
yathd sasarja bhatdni
labdhva bharyam ca manavim

rucih—Ruci; yah—who: bhagavan—worshipful: brahman—0 holy
sage; daksah—Daksa; vd—and: brahmanah—of Lord Brahma; sutah—
the son; yatha—in what way: sasarja—generated; bhitani—offspring;
labdhva—after securing: bhdrydm—as their wives: ca—and: mana-
vim—the daughters of Sviyambhuva Manu,

TRANSLATION

O holy sage, tell me how the worshipful Ruci and Daksa, the son
of Brahma, generated children after securing as their wives the
other two daughters of Svayambhuva Manu.

(continued in next issue)
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From the Vedic literature: the history
of King Prthu, the incarnation of the
ruling potency of the Supreme Lord.

by DRUTAKARMA DASA
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Long ago, the normally peacefitl wise men of a Vedic kingdom
forcibly deposed an intolerably corrupt ruler. But instead of re-
placing him with another unprincipled politician (as has so ofien
happened in the history of the world), they selected a perfect chief
executive to command the state. The story of this ancient coup
d'etat holds many lessons for the people of nations victimized by
unworthy leaders.

B

O nce. King Anga. unsuccessful in his attempt to perform
a great religious sacrifice, addressed the brahmana
priests. “Kindly tell me what offense I have committed. The
demigods are neither taking part in the sacrifice nor accept-
ing their shares.” In those days demigods, such as Indra, the
god of heaven, would descend from higher planets to take
part in rituals performed by saintly monarchs.

The head priests said. "O king, in this life we do not find
any sinful activity, but we can see that in your previous life
you performed sins due to which you have noson.” They then
advised King Anga to pray to the Supreme Lord, who is su-
perior to the demigods. They said that when Lord Visnu
would come to fulfill the king’s desire for a son, the demigods
would accompany Him.

King Anga accepted this proposal; so the priests offered
oblations to Lord Visnu, who is seated in the hearts of all liv-
ingentities as the Supersoul. Lord Visnu is adirectexpansion
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Krsna.

While King Anga was offering oblations into the sacred
fire, a person wearing white robes and a golden garland ap-
peared suddenly from the flames. He was carrying a golden
pot filled with rice boiled in milk. Taking permission from
the priests, King Anga offered a portion of the rice prepara-
tion to his wife, Sunitha.

The queen, who was the daughter of death personified,
soon became pregnant by her husband and gave birth to a
son. From the Vedic literature we learn that generally a
daughter inherits the qualities of her father, and a son inher-
its those of his mother. Accordingly, the son born to the good
king Anga acquired the undesirable traits of his maternal
grandfather.
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At King Prthu’s coronation,
various demigods and other
great personalities came to
offer him wonderful gifts.
Lord Visnu (upper left) gave
King Prthu a Sudarsana disc,
and Lord Siva (upper right)
presented him with a sword in
a sheath marked with ten
moons.

The child’s name was Vena. As a youth he used to take his
bowandarrows to the forestand kill innocentdeer. He was so
cruel that he would sometimes kill his playmates, as if they
were animals. King Anga punished Vena to reform him, but
he was unable to bring his son to the path of gentleness.

The king thought, “Persons who have no son are certainly
fortunate. They don’thave to suffer the unbearable unhappi-
ness caused by a bad son.”

But then he considered, “A bad son is better than a good
one. A bad son creates a hellish home from which an intelli-
gent manbecomes very easily detached.” According to Vedic
civilization, the true purpose of life is to realize one’s eternal
relationship with the Supreme Lord, Krsna. But if one be-
comes overly occupied with family duties, one can lose sight
of this ultimate goal. Therefore the Vedas advise married per-
sons to detach themselves from the burdensome duties of
familylife when they reach the age of fifty, so they can devote
their remaining years to self-realization.

Thinking over all this, King Aniga could notsleep, and in
the dead of night he got up from bed and left the palace. He
gaveupall attraction forhisopulentkingdom and,unseenby
anyone, silently left for the forest.

When the citizens found out that King Anga had departed,
theybegantosearch for him. They could find notrace of him,
however, and returned to the city, where all the sages of
the country had assembled. With tears in their eyes, the citi-
zens told the sages that they were unable to find the king
anywhere.

With no one to maintain law and order, criminals began to
disturb society. So the sages called for Queen Sunitha, and
with her permission they installed her son, Vena, on the
throne. All the ministers, however, disagreed with the deci-
sion of the sages. They knew that Vena was too severe and
cruel to be a good ruler. And sure enough, as soon as Vena as-
cended the throne he became overwhelmed with pride. He
mounted his chariot and, like an uncontrolled elephant,
began to travel throughout the kingdom, causing the sky and
earth to tremble wherever he went.

But even though Vena had many bad qualities, there was
one thing to his credit—out of fear of him the thieves and
rogues ceased their predatory acts.

At one point, however, King Vena forbade the brahmana
priests to perform any more sacrifices. He stopped all kinds
of religious rituals. Today this same policy is being carried
out by atheistic governments all over the world. Even in
America, where there is technically freedom of religion, the
government has banned prayer from the public schools, out-
lawed the teaching of God-centered explanations of science,
and legalized the Kkilling of unborn children within the
wombs of their mothers.

After observing King Vena’s atrocities, the sages con-
cluded that the people of the world were in great danger. Al-
though sages did not generally become involved in politics,
the crisis was now too severe for them to ignore. Therefore
they consulted among themselves about what to do.
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The sages said, "We appointed this Vena king of the state to
give protection to the citizens, but now he has become their
enemy. But before we take action against him, let us first try to
pacify him.”

Concealing their anger, the sages said, “Dear king, we have
come to give you good advice. You should not be the cause of
spoiling the spiritual life of the general populace. If you do so,
you will certainly fall down from your royal position.”

King Vena proudly replied, “Those who out of gross igno-
rance do not worship the king, whois actually the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, experience happiness neither in this
world nor in the world after death. For this reason, O sages, you
should abandon your envy of me and worship me.”

“This impious and impudent man does not deserve to sit on
the throne atall,” declared the sages. "He is so shameless that he
has dared to insult the Supreme Personality of Godhead.” Then,
without using any weapon other than sound, the sages killed
King Vena.

Queen Sunitha became very much aggrieved at the sight of
her dead son’s body and decided to preserve it by applying cer-
tain ingredients and chanting mantras.

Some time later the sages noticed that society was again in a
state of chaos. Talking among themselves they said, “Since
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) Lord Visnpu—hold-
— ing a lotus flower
and standing next
to His carrier,
Garuda—Ilooks on
approvingly as
King Indra (whose
body is covered
with eyes) begs
King Prthu to
forgive him for
having stolen the
horse meant for
Prthu’s great
sacrifice.

the king is dead, rogues and
thieves have become active.”
Although the sages could have
immediately intervened to pun-
ish the criminals—as when they
had killed King Vena—they
decided not to use their special
powers. They arrived at another
solution.

The sages decided to pro-
duce another king—from the

own bad qualities, was from a
line of good kings. To do this
they first generated an un-
sightly being called Bahuka
from the lower part of Vena's
body. His complexion was dark,
his eyes reddish. He imme-
diately absorbed all the results
of King Vena’s sinful activities.

From the upper part of
Vena’s body the sages gener-
ated a male and a female em-
powered with potencies of the
Supreme Lord. The male was
an incarnation of the ruling potency of Lord Krsna, and the
female an expansion of the goddess of fortune.

Thesagessaid, “The male will be able to spread his reputation
throughout the world. His name will be Prthu, and he will be the
first among kings. The female has such beautiful qualities that
she will beautify the ornaments she wears. Her name will be
Arci, and she will accept King Prthu as her husband.”

Sages and demigods came to earth from all over the universe
to witness Prthu’s coronation. King Prthu and Queen Arci, who
were both exquisitely dressed, appeared as brilliant as fire. The
demigods offered the new king many wonderful gifts.

Then professional reciters began to praise the king. But Prthu
said, “O gentle reciters, offer such prayers in due course of time,
when the qualities of which you have spoken actually manifest
themselves in me.”

Butinstructed by the sages, the reciters continued to praise the
king. They could understand his identity as an empowered rep-
resentative of the Supreme Lord. In considering their descrip-
tions of King Prthu’s qualities, we can gain insight into the
character of a perfect ruler.

First the sages said that the king would himself follow reli-
gious principles and take steps to insure that the citizens would
also follow them. He would punish the irreligious and the athe-

body of Vena, who despite his , :



ists. In the present age, we sometimes see that a government, in
the name of a secular state, will allow people to freely engage in
irreligious behavior. By committingsinful activities, such as eat-
ing meat, gambling, taking intoxicants, and engaging in illicit
sex aided by contraceptives and abortion, the population be-
comes implicated in the laws of karma and undergoes suffering
in the form of wars, epidemics, famines, and so forth. In this way
people suffer many miseriesin thislife and remain entrapped in
the cycle of birth and death.

The reciterssaid the king would engage the population in per-
forming sacrifice to the Supreme Lord and thus insure a
plentiful supply of natural food and other resources. The
modern industrial civilization does not actually provide the
necessities of life. Food is produced in the fields, by God’s ar-
rangement, and not in factories. The raw materials used in
manufacturing—such as air, water, minerals, and oil—are all
supplied by the Supreme Lord. When these natural gifts are
taken without acknowledging their source and used simply for
sense gratification, the Lord restricts the
supply. We can acknowledge the source of
these resources by sacrifice, and the sacri-
fice recommended in the Vedic scriptures
for this age is the chanting of the Hare
Krsna mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. By
performing this sacrifice, the population
will enjoy adequate supplies of natural
gifts for a simple life dedicated to the culti-

The sages said the king would consider all living beings as
dear to him as his own self. Today most heads of state are meat-
eaters, as are their citizens. They advertise their concern for the
welfare of others while allowing the slaughter of hundreds of
millions of innocent creatures.

The sages then declared that King Prthu would be compared
toalion. Unless rogues and thieves are afraid of the chiefexecu-
tive, there cannot be peace and prosperity in the state. The sages
also stated that the king would consider himself the servant of
the devotees of the Lord and would rule his kingdom according
to their good advice. He would also accept private spiritual in-
struction from them.

Upon accepting the throne, King Prthu had to confront many
problems, including a scarcity of food grains. Many of the citi-
zens had become skinny from starvation. Therefore they came
before the king and said, “You are not only a king, but the incar-
nation of God as well. Therefore, O king of all kings, please
arrange to satisfy our hunger.”

T
"

vation of spiritual knowledge.

The reciters then said that the king
would fairly collect taxes and disburse
them to the public in times of need, just as
the sun-god evaporates water from the
ocean and returns it to the earth in the
form of rain. In the present age, however,
burdensome taxes are always increasing
and are spent on lavish salaries for gov-
ernmentadministrators. Thisunfairtaxa-
tion makes people dishonest, and they try
to hide their income. Eventually the state
will not be able to collect enough taxes to
meet its huge military and administrative
expenses. At that time, the whole eco-
nomic system and governing apparatus
will collapse. This is already beginning to
occeur.

Painting by Ramadasa Abhirama dasa @The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust

After completing the
sacrifice, King Prthu
entered his capital city,
which was beautifully
decorated with pearls,
flower garlands, banners,
and golden gates. The
entire city was perfumed
with highly fragrant
incense. As the citizens
came forward to welcome
King Prthu, he bestowed
upon them their

desired blessings.

BACKTO GODHEAD 31



King Prthu determined that the people were not at fault;
rather, for some reason the earth was withholding her bounty.
He therefore threatened the earth deity, who, after worshiping
King Prthu as an incarnation of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, explained that she had been withholding her bounty
because of the sinful activities of some of the population. Then,
because of King Prthu’s intervention, she began to supply every
living entity with its proper food.

The king then initiated a series of one hundred sacrifices. Lord
Visnu was pleased to appear at these sacrifices along with demi-
gods and sages. In response the earth produced abundant
supplies of all natural resources. When the heavenly king Indra
sawthesacrifices, however, he feared that King Prthu would sur-
pass him in fame and opulence. He therefore began to interfere
with the sacrifices, and King Prthu prepared to take strong ac-
tion against him. But on the advice of Lord Brahma, the chief of
the demigods, he desisted.

Then Lord Visnu appearedin the arenaof sacrifice along with
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Observing the prescribed
Vedic reception for
honoring exalted guests,
Prthu Maharaja bathes the
feet of the four Kumaras
and pours the water on his
head. Although the
Kumaras are great sages
and masters of mystic power
and are millions of years
old, they keep themselves as
boys. The Kumaras gave
King Prthu important
instructions on spiritual
topics.

Indra and said, "My dear King Prthu,
Indra, the king of heaven, has disturbed
your execution of one hundred sacrifices.
Now he has come with Me to be forgiven
by you. Therefore excuse him.” King Prthu
did as the Lord requested.

Lord Visnu then said, “My dear King
Prthu, if you continue to protect the citi-
zens according to the instructions of the
learned brahmana authorities, as they
are received by disciplic succession—by
hearing—from master to disciple, and if
you follow the religious principles laid
down by them, without attachment to
ideas manufactured by mental concoc-
tion, then every one of yourcitizens will be
happy and will love you, and very soon
you will be able to see such already liber-
ated personalities as the four Kumaras:
Sanaka, Sanatana, Sananda, and Sanat-
kumara.” King Prthu sincerely accepted
the instructions of the Lord and offered
Him devotional prayers. The Lord then
departed for His own abode.

The king then entered the gates of his
capital city, where he was welcomed by his
joyous citizens. King Prthu advised his
citizens to worship the Supreme Lord by
engaging their minds, words, and bodies
in His service along with the results of their occupational duties.
He also advised them to obey and worship the pure devotees of
the Lord, saying, “By regular service to the brahmanas and Vais-
navas, one can clear the dirt from his heart and thus enjoy su-
preme peace and liberation from material attachment.”

After hearing King Prthu speak so nicely, the sages, demi-
gods, and citizens declared that sinful King Vena had been de-
livered from the darkest region of hellish life by the action of his
son, King Prthu. The four Kumaras, who were as brilliant as the
sun, then arrived there. Seeing the four sages descend from the
sky, the king received them with proper respect and worship.

The king asked the Kumaras howthose in this material world
could achieve the ultimate goal of life. Sanat-kumara replied:
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It has been conclusively decided in the scriptures, after due consid-
eration, that the ultimate goal for the welfare of human so-
ciety is detachment from the bodily concept of life and increased and
steadfast attachment for the Supreme Lord, who is transcendental



and beyond the modes of material nature. One has to make progress
in spiritual life by not associating with persons who are simply inter-
ested in making money and in sense gratification. One should mold
his life in such a way that he cannotlive in peace without drinking the
nectar of the glorification of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
One can be thus elevated by losing the taste for sense enjoyment.

Sanat-kumara requested the king to always engage in devo-
tional service to the Supreme Lord. King Prthu obeyed this
instruction, and thus even though surrounded by royal opu-
lence, he was able to lead a life of detachment and spiritual
advancement.

By his wife Arci. Prthu begot five sons. He pleased the citizens
by his rule and became famous all over the universe for his good
qualities. At the end of his life, he transferred power to his sons
and left with his wife for the forest, where he strictly followed the
regulationsofretired life. He underwentsevere austerities justas
seriously as he had governed the state. He ate only leaves and
fruit and eventually subsisted only upon air. Queen Arci as-
sisted him in his practice of austerities. Because of her pleasure
inserving herexalted husband, she felt no difficultyin the forest.

By performing austerities Prthu became steadfast in spiritual
life, worshiping the Supreme Personality of Godhead twenty-
fourhoursaday.Induecourse oftime, Prthu Maharaja wasable
to fix his mind firmly upon the
lotus feet of Krsna. Practicing
the mystic yoga system, he
raised his soul to the top of his
skull. After merging the vari-
ous elements of his body with
the totality of the natural ele-
ments, he gave up his body.

Queen Arci took the body of
her husband and placeditona
fiery pyre on the top of a hill.
Srila Prabhupada comments,
“The queen was aware that
her husband was not dead. . . .
When a living entity transfers
from one body to another, a
process generally known as
death, a sane man does not la-
ment, for he knows that the
living entity is not dead but is
simply transferred from one
body to another.”

Painting by Yadurani-devi dast ® The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust

At the last stage of his
life, Prthu Maharaja,
accompanied by his
wife, went to the forest
to practice austerities
and devotional yoga.
He fixed his mind on
Lord Krsna and gave
up his material body.
Queen Arci placed her
husband’s body on a
fiery pyre and entered
into the flames. Prthu
and Arci, in their
spiritual bodies, were
then transported to the
spiritual world on
spiritual airplanes.

After placing her husband’s body in the fire, she herself en-
tered the flames. Observing the devoted queen’s brave act, the
demigods and their wives showered flowers and offered prayers.
The wives of the demigods said, “All glories to Queen Arci. Just
see howthis chaste lady, Arci, by dintof herinconceivable pious
activities, is still following her husband upwards, as faras we can
see.”

King Prthu and Queen Arci ascended to the spiritual world,
Vaikuntha, in spiritual airplanes. They ascended in spiritual
bodies, their material bodies having been consumed by the fire
of the funeral pyre. )

The sage Maitreya, narrating this history in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, said, “Any person who describes the great charac-
teristics of King Prthu with faith and determination—whether
he reads of them himself or helps others to hear of them—is cer-
tain to attain the very planet Maharaja Prthu attained. In other
words, such a person also returns home to the Vaikuntha plan-
ets, back to Godhead.”

This article gives a brief summary of the history of King Prthu. A
complete account is found in the Fourth Canto of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, available from the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust.




Reincarnation

(continued from page 10)

example, when a child touches fire. The
fire won’t think, “Oh, this child doesn’t
know that I'm hot. I won’t burn him.” No,
fire burns—regardless of whether or not
you are aware of its burning power. There-
fore the only way to avoid suffering is by
spiritual education.

Q: Still, this whole system seems cruel to
me. Besides, I don’t see any sense in this
endless cycle of reincarnation.

A:No, itis not cruel. Suffering is an impe-
tus for the living entity to find a solution to
his problems. The material world is a
place of misery.

From the highest planet in the material
world down to the lowest. all are places of
misery wherein repeated birth and death
take place. Butone who attains to My abode,
O son of Kunti, never takes birth again.

(Bhagavad-gita 8.16)

This verse explains that the material
world is by nature not a pleasant place.
Evenifthere is happiness, it is temporary;
it will not last. And we cause our own suf-
fering. Many people like to blame God for
their suffering. But God wants us to return
to the spiritual world, where there is no
suffering.

This material world is not our home.
Our situation is like that of a fish on the
land. You can give the fish a TV, a
Cadillac, a fancy house, but all the fish
needs is the water. He doesn't care for all
facilities on the land. So in the same way,
temporary happiness in the material
world will never satisfy us. Suffering pro-
vides the motivation to attain the goal of
life—to go back to Godhead.

If someone is enjoying material happi-
ness, generally he won't see any reason to
turn to God. Unfortunately, he doesn’t
know that his enjoyment can’t last. When
the results of his pious activities are ex-
hausted, suffering will come again, al-
though he doesn’t wantit. Real enjoyment
cannot be achieved through material
senses. It can only be achieved in a spiri-
tual way.

Q: How did we get into this cycle of re-
incarnation in the first place?

A: Originally all living entities are resi-
dents of the spiritual world. But they have
acertainindependence, and ifthey decide

to try to enjoy without God, they are given
the material world as a place to try this.
Q: Butif God is all-powerful, couldn’t He
prevent them from doing this? Why does
He let them go and suffer?
A:The natural relationship between Krsna
and the living entities is love. And love
cannot be forced: it must be given volun-
tarily. So if Krsna could force the living
entities to love Him, the word love would
have no meaning.

Or take another example: The parents
love their child. But sometimes the child
wants to touch the fire out of ignorance. If

f someone is

enjoying materi-
al happiness, gen-
erally he won't see
any reason to turn

to God. Unfortu-
nately, he doesn't
know that his
enjoyment can't
last. When the
results of his pious
activities are ex-
hausted, suffering
will come again.

he persists despite good advice, the par-
ents may let him touch the fire once. After
that experience, the child will be con-
vinced. The parents don’t do this because
they want to see their child suffer, but
because sometimes it is the only way to
learn.

Similarly, Krsna is infallible, and the
living entities are fallible. Therefore some
souls choose this way of learning,. Forus it
appears a long time to spend millions of
births in the material world, but from the
spiritual viewpoint, our stay here is just
like a passing cloud.

Krsna does not cast us down here to suf-

fer eternally. There is no such thing as
eternal damnation. On the contrary, there
are always great devotees, prophets, and
sons of God to guide us, and Krsna Him-
self appears regularly to try to bring us
back to Him.

Whenever and wherever there is a decline
in religious practice, O son of Bharata.and a
predominantrise of irreligion—at thattimeI
manifest Myself. In order todeliverthe pious
andtoannihilate the miscreants. as well as to
reestablish the principles of religion, I ad-
vent Myself millennium after millennium.

(Bhagavad-gita 4.7, 8)

Although Krsna Himself is not always
here, He leaves us the Vedic scriptures and
other genuine scriptures to guide us. The
Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.3.43) states:

This Bhagavata Puranais asbrilliantas the
sun, and it has arisen just after the departure
of Lord Krsna to His own abode, accom-
panied by religion, knowledge, etc. Persons
who have lost their vision due to the dense
darknessofignoranceintheage of Kalishall
get light from this Purdna.

Q: Canyou explain the end of this cycle of
reincarnation in more detail? :
A:The humanbody isthe only form of life |
that enables us to end this cycle. Only in ~
this form is the consciousness developed
enough to understand the difference be-
tween matter and spirit. Animals cannot
understand this. Their only business is
eating, sleeping, mating, and defending.
They cannot understand what the goal of
life is.

But if the human being does not take
advantage of this opportunity and simply
engages himself in sophisticated ways of
eating, sleeping, mating, and defending,
then he is nothing more than a sophisti-
cated animal. The only purpose of human
life is to develop one’s original God con-
sciousness, break free from the cycle of
birth and death, and go back home, back
to Godhead.

The process to accomplish thisis called
bhakti-yoga, or devotional service, which
entails acting in a spiritual way according
to the injunctions of the Vedic scriptures
and the bona fide spiritual master. By
doing so, one is no longer bound by the
laws of material nature, which forceoneto
transmigrate in the material world. E3

NOTES

(continued from page 36)

“Despite whatever limitations you have, if
you express feelingly, ‘My God! My Lord!’
that will be accepted.”

The real purpose of prayeris not to gain
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material resources or even spiritual salva-
tion for oneself. The power of prayer
comes when we call to Krsna out of a de-
sire to do His will. Such pure prayers are
not means to the end but are themselves
loving exchanges between the Lord and
His pure devotees. Whether we call on
Him from the darkness of our fallen state

in the material world, or whether we
praise Him in the midst of His liberated
associates in the kingdom of God, the
pure prayer is the same: “Please engage
me in Your service”—Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare
Hare.—SDG
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APRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

Righting an Upside-down Civilization

This is the continuation of a conversation be-
tween His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada and some of his disciples
in New Vrindaban, West Virginia, on June
26, 1976.

Disciple [reading Bhagavad-gita As It Is,
16.4]: “Pride, arrogance, conceit, anger,
harshness, and ignorance—these quali-
ties belongto those of demoniac nature, O
son of Prtha.”

Purport, by Srila Prabhupada: “In this

verse, the royal road to hell is described.
The demoniac want to make a show of re-
ligion and advancement in spiritual sci-
ence, although they do not follow the
principles. They are always arrogant or
proud in possessing some type of educa-
tion or so much wealth. They desire to be
worshiped by others and demand re-
spectability, although they do not com-
mand respect. Over trifles they become
very angry and speak harshly, not gently.
They do not know what should be done
and what should not be done. They do
everything whimsically, according to
their own desire, and they do not recog-
nize any authority. These demoniac
qualities are taken on by them from the
beginning of their bodies in the wombs of
their mothers, and as they grow they
manifestall these inauspicious qualities.”
Srila Prabhupada: So here is your answer
as to how modern civilization is defective.
Everyone thinks “liberation™ means he
can do whatever he likes. And that is the
definition of ademoniac person. Now you
can discuss this point.
Disciple: We can see that this modern civi-
lization has turned everything upside-
down. What Krsna describes as exalted
qualities they think of as degraded. What
Krsna describes as degraded, demoniac
gua]ities they think of as exalted.

rila Prabhupada: Therefore preaching is
required.

Disciple: Many people feel godly qualities
are a sign of weakness. The demoniac
ualities are a sign of strength.

rila Prabhupada: “Heroism.” The demo-
niac qualities constitute “heroism.”
Disciple: Yes, “heroism.” In this purport,
Srila Prabhupada, you perfectly describe
our student life. As students, we were
doing everything whimsically. Or we sim-
ply accepted bad things.

Srila Prabhupada: For that reason Pra-
hlada Maharaja recommends, kaumara
acaret prajiio dharman bhagavatan iha:
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students should be trained up in Krsna
consciousness. That is what Prahlada
Maharaja recommends. Currently, from
the very beginning of student life, one is
trained up as a demon. So many things
have to be reformed by pushing on Krsna
consciousness. So we have to do all this.

[7o disciple:] Go on reading.

Disciple [reading from Bhagavad-gita,
16.5]: “The transcendental qualities are
conducive to liberation, whereas the de-
moniac qualities make for bondage. Do
not worry, O son of Pandu, for you are
born with the divine qualities.”

Purport, by Srila Prabhupada: “Lord
Krsna encouraged Arjuna by telling him
that he was not born with demoniac
qualities. Hisinvolvementin the fight was
not demoniac, because he was consider-
ing the pros and cons. He was considering
whether respectable persons such as
Bhisma and Drona should be killed or
not, so he was not acting under the influ-
ence of anger, false prestige, or harshness.
Therefore he was not of the quality of the
demons. For a ksatriya, a military man,
shooting arrows at the enemy is consid-
ered transcendental, and refraining from
such a duty is demoniac. Therefore there
was no cause for Arjuna to lament. Any-
one who performs the regulative princi-
ples of the different orders of life is
transcendentally situated.”

Srila Prabhupada: Discuss this point.
Disciple: People say that “Your under-
standing is arbitrary. You allow the possi-

bility of a ‘godly war’ and say that for a
bona fide military man, fighting and kill-
ing are exalted, but we think war is de-
graded. We think everyone should be
peaceful. That’s our idea of a good man.”
Srila Prabhupada: Our understanding of
the divine qualities and the demoniac
qualities is not arbitrary. It is given by
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of God-
head. So it is not arbitrary. This knowl-
edgeis given by the Supreme’s order. How
can peoplesayitis arbitrary? Then whatis
the use of referring to Bhagavad-gita? Yes,
things must not be arbitrary or whimsical.
Therefore we make reference to Bhagavad-
gita—the lawbook. When a judge gives his
verdict, he does not give it arbitrarily.
There are lawbooks. So there is no ques-
tion of “arbitrary.” The reference is there.
How can you say itis arbitrary? But if you
don’t care about the scriptural verdict,
then you'll never be successful. In this
same chapter you'll find the verse begin-
ning yah Sastra-vidhim utsrjya.
Disciple: Yah Sastra-vidhim utsrjya vartate
kama-karatah/ na sa siddhim avapnoti na
sukham na param gatim: “But he who dis-
cards scriptural injunctions and acts ac-
cording to his own whims attains neither
perfection, nor happiness, nor the su-
preme destination.”
Srila Prabhupada: So we are not giving
anything arbitrary.
Disciple: That's quite easy to see, Srila
Prabhupada. By following the authority
of Lord Krsna, people really do become
happy. And by merely following their
whims, people really dobecome miserable.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. So the result is
there—even in this life we can see it. And
what to speak of beyond this life.
Disciple: But people may counter that
evenina godly war,it's hard to feel happy.
Srila Prabhupada: In a godly war, such as
the Battle of Kuruksetra, bona fide mili-
tary men feel happy. Take Arjuna, Drona,
Bhisma—they felt happy. Otherwise, they
could not have fought. They were not like
these modern soldiers, who, when they are
attacked, go away. Real ksarriyas, godly
military men, are not like that. They are
determined that “I'll either lay down my
life or gain victory.” That is their attitude.
Do you think they are afraid of fighting?
They are not afraid of fighting. Yuddhe
capy apalayanam—"not fleeing in battle.”
That is a real ksatriya, a real mili-
tary man. That is real training.

(To be continued.)
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

The Power of Prayer

theists think that a prayer to God
is sheer imagination. But for

centuries, thousands of sincere
practitioners have accumulated definite
evidence of the positive results of
prayer. The serious doubt regarding
prayer is not whether God can hear and
respond, but whether the things people
pray for are worthwhile. According to
St. Teresa of Avila, “More tears are shed
in this world from prayers that are
answered than from those that go
unanswered.” Those who pray,
therefore, need more than the
conviction that the Supreme can fulfill
our desires. Before we approach God
with our requests, we ought to become
educated as to what to pray for. The
pure devotees of the Lord can teach us
this ultimate truth,

One form of popular prayer
emphasizes the pragmatic results. These
“prayers” are actually nontheistic. As
advised by psychologists, a person who
believes strongly in his prayer can
awaken from within his own
subconsciousness huge stores of
confidence and power and thus achieve
his desired goal. Dale Carnegie, in his
books on positive thinking, likes to
narrate stories of people like the
unsuccessful salesman who in
desperation resorted to prayer and
the next day was able to convince
many customers to buy his vacuum
cleaners. In such “prayers” the
Personality of Godhead is hardly even
acknowledged.

Another shortsighted type of prayer
comes from those who believe in God
but who are interested not so much in
Him as in getting a bit of His opulence.
Most prayers fall into this category, as
the supplicants request health, riches,
family happiness, and so on from a
God whom they ask to function as a
supreme order supplier. In the
Bhagavad-gita, Lord Krsna declares that
persons who come to Him asking for
material (and therefore temporary)
benefits are sukyting, or pious. They are
certainly better than those who never
approach the Supreme, for although
prayers for material benefits are
ultimately foolish requests, the sukrtinas
get into the habit of approaching the
Supreme, and thus they may purify
themselves for higher communion with
God.

An example of a successful sukrtina is
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Dhruva Maharaja, whose prayers are
described in the Vedic scripture Srimad-
Bhagavatam. Dhruva prayed to God in
a spirit of revenge against his parents,
and he requested the most opulent
kingdom that had ever been awarded to
a mortal being. After performing severe
austerities, Dhruva gained the audience
of Lord Visnu (a form of Lord Krsna,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead).
But when the Lord asked Dhruva what
he wanted, Dhruva said, “Now that I
have seen You, my Lord, I am fully
satisfied, and I do not want anything
else.”

This should be the goal of all prayer:
to attain loving service of the Supreme
Lord, with no other desire. Lord
Caitanya prayed, “I do not want to
enjoy beautiful women, nor do I want
wealth or many followers. All I want is
Your causeless devotional service in my
life, birth after birth.”

On hearing a prayer of full surrender
and devotion to God, we may think,
“That is a beautiful sentiment, but it’s
only for the rare pure devotee, the
saint.” Yet we are all eternal, pure souls,
part of the Supreme Lord. Because of
the influence of illusion, we have lost
our original connection with God and
are wandering in the material world,
suffering repeated miseries and
continuing in illusion. The sincere call
to God to be reconciled with His will is
not just the practice of a saint; it is
indeed the need of all fallen living
entities.

When we think that we are
independent and don’t really need God,
and don’t need to pray, then we are in
the most dangerous illusion. Sometimes
our illusion is smashed by bitter
suffering, or the truth may be revealed
to us by association with pure devotees.
When this happens we may realize that
we are actually tiny, helpless creatures
striving to survive but doomed to bodily
annihilation. When a conditioned soul
realizes his dangerous and fallen
position, he deeply wishes to reform.
Since all of us, to different degrees, are
in the category of “fallen,” we all need
to pray to Lord Krsna. But we cannot
become reconciled with the Lord unless
we receive His special mercy. We may
pray, therefore, “My dear Lord,
although I am unworthy to receive your

special mercy to be relieved of Talse ego,

I beg You to please give me the

qualities of love and surrender. Please
give Your gift of mercy and relieve me
of my impurities. Please reconcile my
heart to Yours. If You do not give me
Your mercy, I shall be lost.”

True prayer is not mechanical
recitation but the sincere cry of the
contrite heart. When through prayer
one receives even the first inclination of
his revived association with Krsna, one
wants to call on Him constantly and
remain in the soothing shelter of His
protection. It is for this reason that
Krsna conscious spiritual masters
recommend that we chant the holy
names of God, especially the Hare
Krsna mantra, as often as possible.
(Kirtaniya sada hari: “One should
always chant the name of Lord Krsna.")
The Hare Krsna mantra is itself a
prayer invoking good fortune and
petitioning the Lord, “O energy of God,
O Supreme Lord, please engage me in
Your service.”

Prayers of spontaneous pure devotion
may take different forms, such as
prayers of petition, praise, adoration,
and thanksgiving. Krsna is known as
Uttamasloka, which means “one who is
praised with beautiful prayers.” The
Vedic scriptures contain many excellent
prayers, which can be recited by
devotees seeking union with the
Supreme. At the end of one excellent
prayer to Lord Krsna, which is offered
in the Srimad-Bhagavatam (4.24.76) by
Lord Siva, it is stated, “Although
rendering devotional service to the
Supreme Personality of Godhead and
worshiping Him are very difficult, if
one vibrates or simply reads this prayer,
he will very easily be able to invoke the
mercy of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead.” In his commentary to this
verse, Srila Prabhupada states, “Any
devotee of Lord Krsna can attain all
perfection simply by offering prayers to
Him.”

One should recite the excellent
prayers given in the scriptures, and one
should also call upon God with one’s
own feelings, thoughts, and words. The
child-devotee of Lord Krsna named
Prahlada Maharaja realized that the
Lord is actually interested only in our
devotion. Therefore even if we are
unqualified to compose uttamasioka
prayers, we can please the Lord if we
are sincere. Srila Prabhupéda states,

(continued on page 34)
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Godhead Is Light.

“The process of going back home, back
to Godhead, is to hear about the Supreme
Lord and His name, form, attributes, pas-
times, paraphernalia, and variegatedness.
Foolish people do not know this. They
want to hear something about the name,
form, etc., of everything temporary, and
they do not know how to utilize this pro-
pensity of hearing for the ultimate good.”
—From Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.1.2, purport)

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada
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