_Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to America
in 1965, at age sixty-nine, to fulfill
his spiritual master’s request that
he teach the science of Krsna
consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world. In a
dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation
and commentary on India’s Vedic
literature. and these are now
standard in universities world-
wide. Meanwhile, traveling
almost nonstop, Srila Prabhupada
molded his international society
into a worldwide confederation of
asramas, schools, temples. and
farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in Vrndavana, India,
the place most sacred to Lord
Krsna. His disciples are carrying
forward the movement he started.

BACK TO GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.
When Srila Prabhupada began the Society (in New
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes
he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

1. To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge
to society at large and to educate all peoples in the
techniques of spiritual life in order to check the
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real
unity and peace in the world.

2. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re-

vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

3. To bring the members of the Society together
with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime
entity, thus developing the idea within the

members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).

. To teach and encourage the sarikirtana

movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

. To erect for the members and for society at large

a holy place of transcendental pastimes
dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

. To bring the members closer together for the

purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
of life.

. With a view toward achieving the aforementioned

purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,
books, and other writings.




The Magazine of the Hare Krishna Movement

BACK TO
GODHEAD

FOUNDED 1944

FOUNDER (under the direction of

His Divine Grace $r1 Srimad
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Prabhupada)
His Divine Grace A. C.

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupad

EDITOR IN CHIEF Satsvarapa dasa Goswami
MANAGING EDITOR Sesa dasa
ASSOCIATE EDITORS Dravida dasa,
Kundali dasa, Mathuresa dasa, Nagaraja disa
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS Drutakarma dasa,
Dvarakadhisa-devi dasi, Visakha-devi dasi
DESIGN Yamaraja dasa
BUSINESS MANAGER Adi-kesava dasa
COMPOSITION Pranada-devi dasi
PROOFREADER Ksama-devi dasi
SANSKRIT EDITOR Nagaraja dasa
ARCHIVES Ravindrandtha dasa
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES Pranada-devi dasi
ADVERTISING AND PROMOTION
Purusartha dasa

PRONUNCIATION. We spell Sanskrit words and
names by a phonetic system that lets you know how
to say each word. Pronounce short alike the uin but,
long alike the ain far (and hold it twice aslong as the
short a). Pronounce e like the a in evade, long i like
the i pique. Pronounce the vowel r like the ri in rim,
and ¢ like the ch in chair. Pronounce the aspirated
consonants (ch, jh, dh, etc.) as in staunch-hecart,
hedge-hog, and red-hot. Pronounce the sibilants §
and s like sh. So for Krsna say KRISHNA, and for
Caitanya say CHAITANYA.

SPIRITUAL NAMES. Members of the Interna-
tional Society for Krishna Conciousness receive
names of Lord Krsna or His great devotees, com-
bined with dasa (dasi for women), meaning “ser-
vant.” For instance, the name Krsna dasa means
“servant of Krsna.”

EDITORIAL OFFICES. Send editorial correspond-
ence 1o BACK TO GODHEAD, P.O. Box 18983, Phila-
delphia, PA 19119-0483. Phone: (215)247-4040. In
Australia: BACK TO GODHEAD, P.O. Box 262,
Botany, N.SW. 2019. Phone: (02) 666 6466.

SUBSCRIPTIONS. BACK TO GODHEAD, is pub-
lished monthly except March. For inquiries regard-
ing subscriptions, write to Circulation Dept., P.O.
Box 18983, Philadelphia, PA 19119, or call (215) 248~
9411. In Australia: P.O. Box 262, Botany, N.SW.
2019.InNew Zealand: P.O. Box 5662, Aukland, NZ.

iy ©1988 BACK TO GODHEAD (ISSN 0005-3643).

Published by The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust,

P.O. Box 262, Botany. N.SW.. Australia. All rights
reserved.

POSTMASTER: Send address changesto BACKTO
GODHEAD, P.O. Box 18983, Philadelphia, PA 19119.

VOL. 23, NO. 10 OCTOBER 1988

BEYOND THE SENSES 3
Srila Prabhupada explains how even Lord Krsna quotes the Fedas as authority
when speaking of knowledge beyond our experience.

Coming to Krsna

GOOD INTENTIONS 5

A young man leaves civilization to search for God, and he returns
to find Him in the bustle of the city.

A LEAF, A FRUIT, A FLOWER (PARTI) 9

How to enter a realm of love devoid of selfish interests.

WHO'’S AFRAID? 11
When you get right down to it, everyone’s afraid of something. Vedic knowledge
defines the cause of fear and tells us how to purge it.

Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM 19
The continuing presentation of India’s great spiritual classic. Translation
and commentary by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

THORNY PLEASURE 22

Modern life makes the pursuit of happiness a full-time job. But there is an easier way.

CONSIDER THE COWS 26

Yes, the followers of Vedic culture do hold the cows and
bulls sacred—and for good reasons. A photo essay.

DIVORCING THE DAUGHTER OF TIME 32

In our search for the fountain of youth, we're forced to drink the bitter potion of old age.
Yet eternal youth is available—from the eternal youth Himself.

COOKING WITH KURMA 12

POETRY 13
THE VEDIC OBSERVER 14
LETTERS 16

EVERY TOWN AND VILLAGE 17
SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT 34
NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 36

COVER: The supreme couple—Lord Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
and Srimati Radharant, His eternal consort and the personification of love for Him—
has been the subject of art, music, sculpture, and dance throughout Indian history.
This painting, done in the style of the Moghul period, gives us a glimpse into the
exchange of love between God and His devotees. Because Radha is Krsna's best
devotee, He is especially attracted to Her, but of His relationship with any of His
devotees, the Lord says, “The pure devotee is always within the core of My heart, and
I am always in the heart of the pure devotee. My devotees do not know anything else
but Me, and I do not know anyone else but them” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 9.4.68).

BACK TO GODHEAD 1



(a]
<
w
e
[a]
@]
&}
o
=
v
]
<
m

2




BEYOND
SENSES

A lecture in London, England,
on August 24, 1973,
by His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of
the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness.

@The Bhaktivedana Book Trust
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antavanta ime deha
nityasyoktah Saririnah

andsino ‘prameyasya
tasmad yudhyasva bharata

“The material body of the indestructible,
immeasurable, and eternal living entity is
sure to come to an end; therefore fight, O
descendant of Bharata.”

(Bhagavad-gita 2.18)

Here Krsna is convincing Arjuna that
the soul is different from the body.
While the soul is eternal, this body will
one day be finished. However you may try
to preserve the body by applying cosmet-
ics and other things, you cannot save it.
That is not possible, because the body is
antavanta, perishable. (4nta means “end,”
and vat means “possessing.”)

So Krsna is saying to Arjuna, “Your
duty is to fight, but you are lamenting that
the bodies of your grandfather and teacher
and kinsmen will be destroyed. You think
this will make you unhappy. Certainly
you’ll be unhappy, but even if you do not
fight, their bodies will be finished today or
tomorrow or a few years later. So why
should you notdischarge yourduty?” This
is Krsna's argument here.

As for the souls of Arjuna's grand-
father, teacher, and others, they are eter-
nal. The words used are nityasya uktah.

Lord Krsna, the source of perfect knowledge,
instructs Arjuna. who is overwhelmed with
lamentation and bewildered about his duty in
life. Krsna's perfect instructions, recorded in
the Bhagavad-gitd, are available to anyone who
wants knowledge free from the defects inherent
in knowledge gained through ourlimited senses
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Now, it is significant that Krsna says
uktah. Uktah means “it is said.” It is not
that Krsna dogmatically puts forward
some theory. No. The fact that the soul is
eternal is already settled; it is already as-
certained. By whom? By the Vedic litera-
ture, and by previous authorities. This is
the way of presenting evidence for spiri-
tual statements. Even Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, does not theo-
rize. He says, “It is said; it is authorized.”

Then Krsna says the soul is anasino
‘prameyasya. Anasinah means “indestruc-
tible,” and aprameyasya means “immea-
surable.” Of course, in the Vedic literature
the measurementofthe soul is given, butit
is so small that you cannot measure it.

Many things are described in the Vedic
literature that are beyond our experience.
You are so advanced in scientific knowl-
edge, but when dealing with Vedic knowl-
edge you cannot say whether or not it is
factual. For example, the Padma Purana
gives a count of the varieties of living
entities: jalaja nava-laksani. “There are
900,000 aquatic animals.” You cannot say,
“No, there are not 900,000. There are
more.” It is not possible for you to see
within the water and count how many
varieties of livingentities are there. The bi-
ologists mightinvestigate, butitis not pos-
sible for them to see 900,000 forms. Then
the Padma Purana says, sthavara laksa-
virsati: “There are 2,000,000 varieties of
trees and plants.” Then, krmayo rudra-
sankhyakah: “There are 1,100,000 insects”

It is a puzzling thing how the Vedic lit-
erature can state everything so precisely:
“Nine hundred thousand aquatics,
2,000,000 plants and trees, 1,100,000 in-
sects.” Thisisrealized knowledge. And we
accept it. Because we accept the Vedas as
authority, knowledge is there, ready. If
somebody asks you, “Can you say how
many forms of living entities there are
within the water?"” it would be very diffi-
cult for you to answer. Even the biologists
cannot say.although they are very expert.
But because we accept the Vedic authority,
we can immediately say, “There are
900,000 aquatics.” Although I have never
seen these forms personally, because it is
stated in the Vedic literature I can give
you the correct answer. So, by Vedic au-
thority we can know things beyond our
direct experience.

Sometimes rascals come and chal-
lenge, “Can you show me God?” Yes, we
can show you God—provided you have
theeyestosee Him. God canbe seen witha
different type of eyes, not with these ordi-
nary eyes. That is stated in the sastra
[scripture]: atah sri-krsna-namadi na bha-
ved grahyam indriyaih. Indriyaih means
“with these material senses.” With these
material senses we cannot directly experi-
ence the form ofthe Lord, or His qualities,
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or what He does. But the §astra describes
the Lord’s qualities, form, and activities.
So you can learn of these things from the
sastra.

The Vedanta-sitra says, sastra-yonitvat.
Yoni means “source.” Thus sastra-yonitvat
means that the §astra is the source of
knowledge about the Supreme Lord. As it
is said, one should be sastra-caksuh—the
Sastra should be one’s eyes, not these
blunt, material eyes.

So, to know what is beyond our sense
perception, we have to see through the au-
thorized books. Acintyah khalu ye bhava
natams tarkena yojayet: “By argument one
cannot understand what is beyond sense
perception.”

So many things are beyond our direct
experience. Daily we see many planets
and stars in the sky, but we have no infor-
mation aboutthem. Now the scientists are

ou can try to

understand the
subject matter with
your intelligence,
but you cannot
make any addition
or alteration. That
is not allowed. The
science of the
Absolute Truth is
already settled;
you cannot argue.

sending men to see the moon planet, but
hopelessly they are coming back. Then the
scientists dogmatically declare, “There is
no life on any planet except Earth.” This
is false. We have information from the
Srimad-Bhagavatam that there are people
on the moon who live for ten thousand
years. And what is the measurement of

- theiryear? Oursix monthsisequal to their

twelve hours, so justimagine howlongten
thousand of their years is!

Actually, everyone’s year is calculated
differently. Asmall antlives for a hundred
“years,” but the ant’s hundred years and
our hundred years are different. Similarly,
our hundred years and Brahma’s hun-
dred years are different. So time is relative,
according to the nature of your body.

Now, let us try to calculate the life span
of Brahma by calculating his one day.
Krsna says, sahasra-yuga-paryantam ahar
vad brahmano viduh: “Brahma's day lasts

for a thousand yuga cycles.” In each cycle
there are four yugas, or ages—Satya, Treta,
Dvapara, and Kali—which last a total of
4,320,000 years. So one of Brahma’s days
(a day is morning to evening) lasts
4.320,000,000 of our years, and Brahma
lives one hundred years composed of
these days and equally long nights.

These things are to be understood
through the §astra. Otherwise, we can have
no knowledge of them. You cannot calcu-
late on your own, nor can you go to
Brahma and ask him. You cannoteven go
to the moon planet, what to speak of
Brahmaloka. It is in the remotest part of
this universe. Modern scientists estimate
that to go to the topmost planet would re-
quire thousands of years if one travels at
the speed of light. So by direct perception
we cannot understand even this material
world, whattospeakofthe spiritual world.

As Lord Brahma says, panthas tu koti-
Sata-vatsara-sampragamyo vayor athapi
manaso muni-pungavanam. You can goon
with your mental speculation for many
hundreds and thousands of years, but still
it is not possible to know of the soul and
God in this way. You have to learn about
these subject matters from the sastra;
otherwise, it is not possible to understand
them.

Therefore here, when Krsna says the
soul isnitya, eternal, He also says uktah, “it
is said.” Krsna is not presenting some
dogma, although He can doso, since He is
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. But
He is teaching us that only when some-
thing is said by previous authorities, or
dcaryas, can you declare it. This is called
parampara, the disciplic succession. You
can try to understand the subject matter
with your intelligence, but you cannot
make any addition or alteration. That is
not allowed. The science of the Absolute
Truth is already settled; you cannot argue.

Now, in the previous verse Krsna said,
avinasi tu tad viddhi yena sarvam idam
tatam: “The power of the indestructible
soul is spread all over the body.” What is
that power? Consciousness. This power of
the soul you can perceive, but not the soul
itself. The soulis so small thatitis noteven
possible to measure it. We have no means
to measure it because our material senses
are too blunt. We can simply understand
the presence of the soul by seeing the pres-
ence of consciousness.

When Caitanya Mahaprabhu fainted
in the Jagannatha temple, Sarvabhauma
Bhattacarya examined Him and con-
cluded that there was no consciousness,
because His abdomen was not moving.
When you have consciousness, you
breathe, and thus your abdomen moves.
But because Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s ab-
domen was not moving, Sarvabhauma

(continued on page 13)



Coming to Krsna

GOOD
NTENTIONS

Though he sought enlightenment on an
isolated beach through music, meditation, and marijuana,
it came to him in a way he’'d never expected.

by SARVATMA DASA

Having had some
mystical expe-

riences as a teen-ager
that convinced me of
the existence of God,
I left my native coun-
try, Argentina, for Sal-
vador, capital of the
Brazilian state of Ba-
hia, famous for its mysticism and magic. I
arrived in the area without plans, money, or
acquaintances and moved into a straw hut
by the beach a couple of miles from the
nearest fishing village and fifty miles from
civilization. It was an ideal setting of palm
trees, a small lake, a river of crystalline
water, and the turquoise Atlantic Ocean, in
year-round eighty-degree weather.

Imade anewfriend there. He was reading
the Bible and other books about God, play-
ing music for God, and smoking marijuana
to keep in touch with “the subtle world of
God consciousness.” While I played saxo-
phone and recorder, he would play guitar.
We intended to satisfy God with our musi-
cal spontaneity.

I read a book by a Japanese doctor who

claimed that everyone had inherent heal-
ing powers that could be awakened just by
practicing austerities like fasting and chant-
ing mantras. Since our eating depended on
what God would send, fasting wasn’t un-
known to us, although God would almost
daily send someone with something to eat,
or drop some green coconuts to the ground.
To try to attain enlightenment, I was al-
ready planning to undergo a forty-day fast.
So I followed the Japanese doctor’s pro-
gram and, by the grace of God, I developed
some healing powers. I could close wounds
and heal minor afflictions.

My friend and hut-mate, David (as he
wanted people to call him—after the bibli-
cal character), made bamboo flutes, which
we decided totrysellingatthe artisans’ mar-
ketin Salvador. Forthe first time in months,
I puton a shirt and sandals. I walked along
the beach to the next village (there was no
road) and caught a bus into the city.

Although the contrast between the city
and the beach was shocking, my mind was
peaceful because I was always thinking of
finding the way to God. I walked around the
market playing a flute. I sold a few and
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then went to the telephone company to
make a long-distance call.

A young woman in a wheelchair wait-
ingfor herturn to use the phones attracted
my attention. Here was a serious case 1
might be able to cure. Without hesitation,
Iwentuptoherand revealed my intentions.

“By the grace of God.” I said, “I have
some healing powers that might enable
you to walk. I'm not going to touch you or
chargeyou anything, norisitgoingto hurt
you to try.” I waited for her answer, which
came in a way I'd never expected.

“You are very kind in trying to help me,”
she replied, “but you should also consider
that I suffer no more pain than what your
body gives you. I've been in a wheelchair
since birth.I have never walked; neverthe-
less, I've always gotten where I wanted to
go. This is the body God gave me after
many past lives of sinful activities; there-
fore I deserveit. And more importantthan
all this,” she added, “is that I, the person,
live in this machine we call the body. I
need spiritual, not material, help, and in
spite of your good intentions, I don’t think
you are ready to give that yet.” After
saying this, she smiled and waited for my
reaction.

I was dumbfounded. It took me a while
to recuperate. Then I said, “What you just
said sounds like the absolute truth, which
I had not expected to hear from someone
in your circumstances.”

My experience was that many persons
confined to wheelchairs were easily irri-
tated and seemingly resentful of their con-
dition. I asked her notto go away. I wanted
to make a call and return to talk at length.
She promised to wait. When I returned I
pushed the wheelchair outside and asked
her where we should go.

“Let’s take a taxi to a restaurant,” she
said.

“OK.” 1 said, thinking, Taxi? I never
thought I'd ever ride in one again. I had the
same feeling about going to a restaurant.

Once in the taxi she asked me if I was a
vegetarian. I replied that where I lived
there was no meat, so circumstantially I
was. But why?

She explained that killing animals or
eating them is sinful and should be
avoided by all means. This made sense to
me, and I promised her that I would be-
come a total vegetarian. I could see that
she was serious about spiritual life, so I
asked, “Is there any other prohibition?”

“Yes. No gambling.”

“Fine with me,” I said. “What else?”

“No illicit sex.”

I had given up sex entirely some time
before, understanding that it doesn’t help
in the pursuit of spiritual life. So I had no
problems with that either.

“What else?” I asked.

“No intoxication,” she replied shyly,
knowing from my long hair and beard
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that I was probably rather involved in this
particular area.

“What do you mean by ‘No intoxica-
tion'?” I asked her quickly.

“No alcohol, drugs, tobacco, coffee,
tea .

I then admitted to smoking marijuana
to keep in constant touch with God, but at
the same time I began to doubt this
method of God realization.

“Where did you get the philosophy you
were speaking back at the phone com-
pany?” I asked.

She calmly replied, “From the Hare
Krsnas.”

I searched my mind for some informa-
tion about the Hare Krsnas. I told her I'd
read long ago in a popular magazine that
their diet consisted of lettuce and walnuts
and that George Harrison of the Beatles
paid all the bills.I also sawthem once sell-

Isearched my
mind for some

information about
the Hare Krsnas.
I told her I'd read
that their diet
consisted of let-
tuce and walnuts
and that George
Harrison of

the Beatles paid
all the bills.

ing books, incense, and oils at the Buenos
Aires subway. She laughed at my poor
description.

I then asked, “How do they get in touch
with God if they don’t smoke marijuana?”’

“They chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare,”
she said.

Since 1 was already chanting some
words to help with my healing powers, this
made sense to me. I thought, These Hare
Krsna people don't look like anyone else, so
they easily could have something that no one
else has, and why not exactly what I am look-
ing for: the Absolute Truth? What wouldn't I
give for that priceless gift!

I asked, “What should I do?”

“Go live with them,” she said.

I felt far too ignorant of their philoso-
phy to just walk in and say, “Well,I'm one
of younow.” SoI proposed that we spend a

few days together so I could learn the ba-
sics of Krsna consciousness. She agreed.

We took a boat across the bay from Sal-
vador to an island where she lived with
some friends. For the next few days she
taught me the basic philosophy, answered
my questions, and gave me a Krsna book
and a volume of Srimad-Bhagavatam. She
showed me japa (chanting) beads and ex-
plained many things about the devotees’
life.Iwasfascinated. I bid her farewell and
took a boat back across the bay and a bus
to the temple.

I met the temple president, Hankara
dasa, who asked, “How did you get to
know aboutus?” I briefly related my story,
and he started explaining different as-
pects of the philosophy in a mixture of
Portuguese and Spanish. I told him I
wanted to become a pure devotee. Seated
beside him was a young man with long
hair (notaslongas mine, butlongenough
to distinguish him from the shaven-
headed devotees) who seemed absorbed
in chanting on his beads, quite loudly, but
also in listening to our conversation. I
tried to appear unaffected by this strange
sight.

Then came the prasadam (food that’s
been offered to Krsna). To the girl, pra-
sadam was a magic word. Yet despite her
descriptions of celestial, divine, delicious
prasadam, 1 thought it was terrible. But 1
silently ate everything on my plate. LaterI
learned thatthe cook was new and that the
food I'd eaten, except for the bread Han-
kara had made, was well below standard.
Still, the philosophy was so satisfying that
nothing was going to discourage me from
living with devotees. They let me stay
overnight, not in the @srama but in the re-
ception room, with no blanket or mat or
pillow. My spontaneous attraction to the
philosophy made them suspicious, and
they were afraid I was just there to steal
something or do something crazy.

They woke me for mangala-arati, the
ceremony of worshiping the Deities that
begins the day. That afternoon a devotee
accompanied me to my hut. I wanted to
pick up my belongings and tell my hut-
mate the good news: finally I'd found the
process of awakening the soul from the
slumber of material illusion and the tor-
ture of mental speculation. But my friend
had left.

The nextday, I rode the night bus to Re-
cife, a city twelve hours north of Salvador,
with the president of the Recife temple
andayoungerdevotee.Iwasgoingthereto
join the program for newcomers. At about
9:15 P.M. the younger devotee asked me if I
was chanting Hare Krsna. “Well, nobody
told meto,” I said, “soI guess I'm notready
yet.” He laughed, gave me his own beads
as a gift, and taught me how to chant. By
10:00 P.M.,, after chanting three rounds, I
fell asleep. Ed



Vindavana, India, March 1984

Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare

Tap into the reservoir of pleasure. By
chanting the names of God, you’ll
immediately be in touch with the source
of all pleasure. The name Krsna means
“the all-attractive person,” and Rama
means “the supreme pleasure.” Hare is a
word addressing Hara, God’s devotional
energy, to whom we pray to be engaged
in the Lord’s service. Because God is
unlimited and absolute, He is fully
present in the sound of His names. So,
just as darkness cannot stand in the
presence of light, miseries cannot affect
us when we chant God’s names.

Because we are spiritual and eternal,
our natural state is one of unrestricted
happiness. But forgetting our original
positions as loving servants and devotees
of Krsna, we suffer the pains of material
life. By chanting God’s names, we become
purified of all material desires, which
separate us from Krsna, and we regain
entrance into the eternal, blissful, spiritual
realm.

The spiritual realm is not restricted by
time and space; it’s always within reach.
And you can experience it. Chant the Hare
Krsna mantra—and taste the pleasure.

Photo by Yamaraja dasa
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A devotee naturally wants to please Krsna.
But what can you give a person who has everything?

ALeaf, A Fruit, A Flower

A Sunday Feast lecture in Detroit, Michigan, on February 8, 1987,
by ROHININANDANA DASA

¥
VEVA VIVHVHVYIN I'TVE

PART I

In the Ninth Chapter of the Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna
says: patram puspam phalam toyarm yo me bhaktya
prayacchati/ tad aham bhakty upahrtam asnami praya-
tatmanah. Here God is saying that He eats the offering of
someone who has devotion. It’s an extraordinary thing,
because God already owns everything. It's not that God
needs to eat.

We sometimes even see that yogis are able to stop eat-
ingaltogether. There was one great devotee during Lord
Caitanya’s time—Raghunatha dasa—who used to live
on just a little buttermilk every other day. He lived to be
about one hundred and twenty years old.

It’s actually a myth that we need food, because ulti-
mately we're spiritual. Someone thinks, “Unless I get a
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drink, I'll die” or “Unless I have another
cigarette, I won’t live until tomorrow
morning.” Or even a cup of tea. Some-
times we say, “Oh, I'm dying for a cup of
tea” or “I'm starving.” But, really, we’re not
starving; we’re not going to die for want of
these things.

So, similarly, food is another thing we
think we need because we think we’re this
body. Of course, it's notthat we don’t need
to eat—the body needs some food, we're
not saying it doesn’t—but if one comes to
the point of liberation from the body, one
can realize that one doesn’t actually need
any food. It's only the body that requires
some food foritto grow. Butonce the body
is grown up sufficiently, it’s actually possi-
bletoliveon surprisinglylittle food. Many
people have done it.

Of course, it may seem a little strange
my sayingthis, because in the Hare Krsna
movement we sometimes tend to eat quite
a lot, especially on festival days! But the
principleis thata person in this world can
actually come to the point where he
doesn’treally need to eat. So what to speak
of God—He doesn’t need to eat anything.
In fact, the Lord is supremely indepen-
dent. And yet He accepts our offering and
He eats it:

In a sense He does “need” it, because of
the love. That's the point: When there’s
love, the offering becomes palatable. Any-
thing becomes acceptable if there’s love.
For instance, there’s a story about a beau-
tiful girl who once offered her beloved
husband a garland that had some mud on
it. He took it anyway and put it around his
neck, in spite of the mud. He accepted it
because of her love.

Krsna once made a surprise visit to the
home of a devotee named Vidura. Vidura
jumped up, sat Krsna down, and washed
His feet. Next he tried to offer Krsna some
bananas. Buthe wassobewildered bylove
that after peeling a banana he threw it
away and gave Krsna the peel. And Krsna
was so overwhelmed with love for His
devotee that He accepted his offering.

Of course, it’s not that we should just
give Krsna banana peels.No. Butthereisa
realm of loving exchange that we gener-
ally fail to touch or comprehend, a pure
loving exchange in which there’s no self-
interest at all. There's no thought for one-
self. A devotee of God thinks that he just
wants to please the Lord; similarly, the
Lord thinks, “I just want to please My
devotee.”

And it all begins by a simple thing—
offering something. We can sing and offer
ourvoicesto Krsna, and we can offerother
things. Krsnasays, patram pusparm phalam
toyam: “YoucanofferMealeafora fruitor
some water or a little juice—just some-
thing small—and I'll accept it.” Everyone
can pick a leaf from a tree or grow a leafy
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vegetable. Everyone can geta flower. They
grow everywhere. You can offer a prize
rose or a small wildflower—orevenadan-
delion or a buttercup! Everyone can get
some water or a little juice. So it’s not the
item that’s so important, but the love that
goes into it.

Suppose you're a parent and you come
home from work with abigbagofsweetsto
give your child. As you approach your
house, the child runs out already sucking
a sweet you gave her yesterday. Suppose
she takesitoutofher mouth—"This tastes
good daddy; why don'’t you try it?”

How much will you be overwhelmed
with affection because she is reciprocat-
ing your love! You've got a bagful of
sweets. You don’t eat sweets yourself. You
certainly don’t need the sticky sweet your

t's the most

wonderful thing
for parents when
a child who is
normally selfish, as
most children are,
becomes a little
selfless and thinks
of them. Similarly,
if someone offers
God something,
He immediately
feels overwhelmed
with affection.

child is offering. But how could you not
accept? It’s the most wonderful thing for
parents when a child whois normally self-
ish, as most children are, becomes a little
selfless and thinks of them.

Similarly God is the father of everyone
in the universe, and if somebody offers
Him something, He immediately feels
overwhelmed with affection. So this is the
idea. We want to try to please God. It is
said in the Vedic literature, yasmin tuste
Jagat tustam: “If you please God, you don’t
have to worry about pleasing anyone
else.” Ifyou pour waterontherootofatree,
you don’t have to worry about the twigs,
leaves, and branches. Similarly, if you
want to do anything for anybody else in
this world, do it for God, and then every-
thing will work out perfectly. So we try to
offer our devotion solely to God. If you

serve God, you will awaken some love for
Him, and you will naturally want to love
and serve everyone else.

We develop our love for God by accept-
ing the things He likes and rejecting the
things He dislikes. There’s a saying—
“Love me, love my dog.” I might not even
like dogs, but if I love you, then I'll say,
“What a nice dog you have.” If you love
someone, then automatically you begin to
love everything related to that person. You
may take up a hobby that you didn’t have
before. Your loved one likes to go jogging,
so you find yourself going jogging, be-
cause naturally you want to do the things
that your beloved does.

Similarly, when we take up spiritual life
and try to devote our lives to God, our in-
terests change a little. We begin to think,
“Well, what will please God?” We don't
give up our individuality, but we sur-
render it. There’s a difference. You may
like to play hockey, but your beloved
doesn'’t like hockey. So you may decide
not to play hockey anymore. You still have
the ability, but outoflove you change your
life style. That’s the point. So Krsna con-
sciousness takes some practice for our
love to gradually awaken.

For example, a child has an inherent
ability to walk, but still he must practice.
He first stands up by holding onto some-
thing. Then he takes the first step. Every
child goes through the same procedure.
And once the child can walk, his walking
becomes spontaneous. He runs around
everywhere without even thinking about
it.Itisthe same with learningtodriveacar.
First you have to practice, and once you
know how to drive, driving becomes sec-
ond nature. Similarly, we have love for
God within us—nitya-siddha krsna-
prema—and when our consciousness be-
comes purified by hearing about Krsna,
we develop a desire to serve Him, which
becomes spontaneous after some time.

In the Krsna consciousness movement
we are trying to develop spontaneous love
for Krsna. For example, we offer many
thingsonthe altarthat we’ve cooked in the
kitchen. When we’re cooking, we're not
thinking, “This is going to be for my plea-
sure.” Or at least we're trying not to think
like that. And we’re not thinking it's going
to be for my wife’s pleasure, my husband’s
pleasure, or my child’s pleasure. We're
thinking that we'’re doing it for the plea-
sure of God. But it's amazing how every-
one who comes to the temple on Sunday
enjoys a big feast and feels very satisfied.
People remark sometimes, “This is the
best food I've ever tasted!”

It’s not that by cooking something for
Krsna others are going to suffer. Actually
everyone benefits—not only the people
who eatthe food, buteven the food itself. It

(continued on page 35)
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AFRAID?

Even if we think the horrors in the headlines will never happen to us,
deep down there’s a fear in all of us that hints that something is wrong.

by DVARAKADHISA-DEVI DASI

magine you are driving
alone on a desolate road at

night, when suddenly the car’s
engine dies without a sputter.
At first, perhaps you are
preoccupied with the business
of pulling over, finding the
flashers, fiddling with the
ignition key. But as your final
curses fade, you realize
that . . . Gee, it’s awfully dark
out here.

Armed with a flashlight,

you slide from the car and
open the hood. As you peer at
the machinery, you hear the
drone of an approaching car.
Coming pretty slow, it seems.
Looking for something? Then
the headlights appear, wash-
ing you with a brightness -
nearly as unpleasant as the
night. You wait as the car
slows, pulling up beside you.
And when you glance at the
shadowy face of the driver, it

/

seems your worst nightmare
has come to life . . .

It would be nice to think
that this scene will never
progress further than your
imagination, that looking up
from the page removes you
from danger. Yet every news-
paper is littered with stories
of horror inflicted on
innocent persons like you
and me. Real people, just
driving home from



Cooking with

KURMA

Based on the three-partvideotape series Cooking With Kiirma, produced by ISKCON
Television (ITV), this column features the gourmet recipes and authentic Indian

&

techniques of ISKCON's famous Australian chef Karma dasa.

These traditional Indian
yogurt drinks are ideal
for cooling the body in
the warm summer
months. They are very
light and easily digested.

Directions:
Mix all ingredients in a
blender and serve over
crushed ice.
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Lassi

Rose (serves 4)

3 cups plain yogurt

1 cup ice water

15-15 cup sugar

Y2 teaspoon rose water

Banana (serves 5)

2 ripe bananas

2% cups yogurt

Y3 cup sugar

pinch nutmeg
(freshly grated,
if possible)

Strawberry (serves 5)
1 dozen strawberries
3 cups yogurt

I cup water

12 cup sugar

Mango (serves 4)
pulp from 2 mangoes
2 cups yogurt

1 cup water

Y2 cup sugar
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work or school or Mom’s birthday party.
Real stories, with endings like rape, muti-
lation, and murder.

From one perspective, there is so much
to fear. Yet this fear, however justified it
appears, is only pervasive in conjunction
with a particular state of consciousness.
Ultimately, we fear the loss of our dearest
possession—our own body, the basis of
our identity. Peel away the layers of trivial
fears, and you’ll find stark fear of death
underlying them all. Dying simply means
the expiration of the body. But when all
our love and happiness depends upon
that body, death signifies the end of exis-
tence. Certainly a frightening prospect.

But reality is different. The temporary
body can be compared to a vehicle. The
driver steps in and out of it without losing
his true self. The true person, the real you,
is spiritual—an eternal being with full
knowledge and limitless happiness. This
selfis forgotten when we identify with the
physical body, and such distorted con-
sciousness is aptly named “conditioned.”
We are conditioned—by repeated life-
timessubmerged inourbodilyidentities—
to view the world according to a narrow
perspective: life begins with the birth of
the body, is validated by the sensual ex-
periences of the body, and ends with the
body’s demise. Fearfulness is rooted in
this perception.

Srila Prabhupada explains while com-
menting on a verse in the Srimad-Bhaga-
vatam (1.14.38):

Fearfulness is a sort ofillusion for the living
being when he is in slumber and forgetting
his eternal relationship with the Lord. Since
the living being is never to die by his consti-
tution, as stated in Bhagavad-gita(2.20).then
what is the cause of fearfulness? A person
may be fearful of a tiger in a dream, but
another man who is awake by his side sees
no tiger there. The tiger is a myth for both of
them, namely the person dreaming and the
person awake, because actually there is no
tiger: but the man forgetful of his awakened
life is fearful, whereas the man who has not
forgotten his position is not at all fearful.

Fear can be defeated by knowledge of
the Supreme Lord and our dependent re-
lationship with Him. A devotee is confi-
dent and fearless in this world, because
even the prospect of death won’tinterrupt
his vital exchange with his beloved Lord.
His mind is always fixed on the merciful
Supreme Lord, who has nothing to fear.

Infurtherexplanationofthe same verse
from Srimad-Bhagavatam, Srila Prabhu-
pada concludes, “Thus the members of
the Yadu dynasty [in which Krsna ap-
peared] were fully awake in theirservice to
the Lord, and therefore there was no tiger
forthem to be afraid of at any time. Even if
there was a real tiger, the Lord was there to
protect them.”

The Lord is there to protect us, too. EJ



@ Andrew Day [Mathureda dasal.

THE SENSES

(continued from page 4)

Bhattacarya thought, “This sannyast
might have died.” But when the Bhatt-
acarya brought a cotton swab and put it
before the Lord’s nostrils, he saw that the
fibers of the swab moved a little, and in
this way he saw that Lord Caitanya was
living.

So, everything material has a specific
measurement, but as far as the soul is con-
cerned, it is aprameyasya, immeasurable.
That is why the materialistic scientists say
there is no soul. They cannot detect it with
their instruments.

But we have proof that there is a soul.
What is that proof? The existence of con-
sciousness. This is the proof. And in the
sastra the place of the soulis also given: the
heart. ISvarah sarva-bhitanar hrd-dese
rjuna tisthati. The soul is in the heart, and
Krsna is also in the heart. They remain
together.

So, you can perceive the presence of the
soul by the presence of consciousness, but
if you want to measure the soul, that is

not possible. Therefore Krsna says it is
aprameya, immeasurable. Now, you may
say, “Why should I believe Krsna when
He says the soul is immeasurable?” The
answer is that He says uktah, “Itis already
settled by previous authorities.” In other
words, there is Vedic evidence that the
soul is immeasurable. Where is the Vedic
evidence? In the Svetasvatara Upanisad
[5.9]):
balagra-sata-bhagasya
Satadha kalpitasya ca
bhago jivah sa vijiieva
sa canantyaya kalpate

“The measurement of the living entity is
one hundredth of one hundredth part of
the tip of a hair.” In the Srimad-
Bhagavatam [11.16.11] there is also evi-
dence: suksmanam apy aham jivah. Krsna
Himself says, “Of minute particles, I am
the jiva.” These are some of the evidences
in the Vedic literature that the soul is im-
measurable, and we have to accept them.

So, from the Vedic literature we get evi-
dence forthe size of the soul, and from our
experience of consciousness we can un-

derstand the presence of the soul. There-
fore how can anyone say there is no soul?
Thisis foolishness. The whole world is go-
ing on under this foolishness. Not only
now, but in ancient times also. For exam-
ple, Carvaka Muni was an atheist; he did
not believe in God or the soul. Lord Bud-
dha also said there is no soul. He knew
everythingbecause heisanincarnation of
God, buthe had toteach the peoplein that
way because they were not intelligent
enough to understand anything of God or
thesoul. Why?Because they were killers of
animals.

The brains of animal-killers are as dull
as stone. Such people cannot understand
subtle things. Therefore meat-eating
should be stopped. In order to revive the
finer tissues of the brain so that one can
understand subtle things, one must give
up meat-eating. This is the statement of
Maharaja Pariksit. He said that God con-
sciousness, Krsna consciousness, cannot
be understood by animal-killers (vina
pasughnat).

You'll find that those who are animal-

(continued on page 35)

Shell Collectors on Miami Beach

by Mathuresa dasa

In the morning on the shoreline
Before the sun heats up the sand
Come the shell collectors walking
One by one or hand in hand.

Before the wee-bikinied bathers

Sprawl the beach and splash the shallows
Collectors wade the water edges

As wave and moon-drawn tide allow.

No less rolling, crashing surfside

Was this ocean long ago, when

No man, some say, was here to watch
These slow waves lash the chattel sands.

Some say that men of sand-grain learning
Bearing bones to prove their lore

Speak true of times earth sheltered only
The pterodactyl and the dinosaur.

In truth, though, man has always been here
With all his hopes, his dreams, his pride.
So say the Vedic men of learning

Who stand above both wave and tide.

Not always oiled and wee-bikinied

Not always prostrate to the sun

But men on earth their dreams pursuing
Dreams unrelenting, never done.

Not done unless through tideless blessings

Of Guru-Krsna’s mercy sweet

They dreamed they were not lords but servants
Sand grains at their creator’s feet.

Those servant men raised loud their voices
Sang Yahweh! Allah! Krsna! Lord!

Took every creature as their brother

Drank Guru’s every priceless word.

They’re walking now on deathless beaches
In deathless lands of living beauty

The eternal youthful Lord their comrade
Serving Him their joyous duty.

And here along the morning shoreline
Strolling in the wave-strewn foam

The shell collectors stoop to gather

A mollusk’s shattered dreams of home.
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Transcendental Comment

DONKEY LOADS

by Mathuresa dasa
(Port Royal, Pennsylvania)

he Miami Herald reports that a donkey

in Bulawayo, a village in south-
western Zimbabwe, accidentally uncov-
ered acache of Soviet-made surface-to-air
missiles. Villagers trying to rescue the
creature from a dam found that a wooden
box containing a missile had trapped its
hind leg. According to Elephant News, a
Zimbabwe military magazine, soldiers
alerted by the terrified villagers found
eight more missiles after scouring the
dam. An officer quoted in the magazine
said the live missiles were left over from
the guerrilla war that led to Zimbabwe’s
independence in 1980.

The incident makes headlines for a
somewhat undistinguished species. The
Srimad-Bhagavatam uses the donkey, or
ass, to illustrate the plight of persons
who accept backbreaking tasks for little
reward. Donkeys are not that robust, yet
they will carry immense loads for their
masters and will accepta paltry handful of
grass as payment. Although the donkey
could easily find his own grass at the side
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of the road, altogether avoiding such me-
nial employment, his masters won’t allow
it, and the foolish, weary animal resigns
himself to his fate.

The Bhagavatam doesn’t advocate that
ahuman being not work hard, just that we
shouldn’t carry unnecessary loads for
cruel masters, With a reasonable amount
oflabor and organization on our part, na-
ture responds with more than enough
food, more than enough raw materials for
clothing, shelter, and other needs.

We don’t need heavy industry, which
forcesusinto donkeylaborforhandfulsof
grass. We don’t need massive military
budgets, which devour the time and hard-
earned gains of our human lives. We don’t
need to spend trillions of dollars and ru-
bles to launch men and weapons into
outer space.

All these may appear to be attractive,
noble enterprises, but they are in fact
unnecessary, cruel, backbreaking loads
for man to carry. There’s grass at the side
of the road, and unlike donkeys we have
the brains to avail ourselves of it. If we
can’tdrop ourloads all ofasudden, let’s at
least try not to accept additional weight.

To this end, our thanks go out to the vil-

lagers and soldiers in Bulawayo. If not for
their careful handling of those live mis-
siles, we might have had to pay the ex-
penses of another ass on the moon.

LAND RIGHTS:
WHO'’S RIGHT?

by Nare$vara dasa
(Sydney)

“A Celebration of a Nation”— catch

phrase for 1988 here in Australia. It’s
the two-hundredth anniversary of the ar-
rival of the first fleet of settlers to
the shores of the “new” land. The settle-
ment was begun by a group of men from
England, and included a large number of
deported convicts. They cleared and devel-
oped the land, claiming it as their own.
The present-day descendants of the first
settlers and those who followed them to
this “lucky country” are happy with their
ancestors’ find and are celebrating their
own good fortune. They have organized
cultural programs around the country,
and everyone is trying to make it a year to
remember.

Before the arrival of the settlers, the
land was already inhabited by aborigines,
who, being simple people, were no match
for the sophisticated newcomers. They
still consider themselves the owners of the
land, however, and since the sixties they
have been claiming their rights. This year
they have intensified their push and are
using the bicentenary to focus world at-
tention on the issue.

So who really owns the land? We are
hearing many arguments from both sides,
and there seems to be no conclusion.

The very first verse of Sy ISopanisad
clarifies the actual situation:

Everything animate and inanimate that
is within the universe is controlled and
owned by the Lord. One should therefore
accept only those things necessary for him-
self, which are set aside as his quota, and
one should not accept other things, know-
ing well to whom they belong.

By Vedic standards the argument over
who owns the land is academic at best.
The real owner of Australia and every-
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ary on the Issues of the Day

thing within it is the Supreme Lord. He
has provided all the resources, which may
be used by each person in accordance
with his needs. Instead of wasting our en-
ergy inarguments, it would be more useful
to become introspective about the real
aim and importance of our life here in
Australia and to recognize the authority
of the Supreme Lord.

A birthday is a good occasion to take
stock. As human beings we should accept
the wisdom of the Vedas and not quarrel
over material possessions that are the
property of the Lord. We should be
satisfied with whatever He mercifully
supplies.

As Srila Prabhupada points out in his
commentary on the SiT ISopanisad verse:

The root of sin is deliberate disobedience
of the laws of nature through disregarding
the proprietorship of the Lord. Disobe-
dience of the laws of nature or the order of
the Lord brings ruin to a human being. If
oneissober, knows thelaws of nature, and is
not influenced by unnecessary attachment
or aversion, he is sure to be recognized by
the Lord, and he is sure to become eligible to
2o back to Godhead, back to the eternal
home.

This advice is of course relevant to all
people of the world, not only for the peo-
ple of Australia. Peaceful co-existence is
possible only when we act in this way.

LESSONS FROM
THE DEAD SEA

by Harike§a Swami
(Gradinge, Sweden)

Now the North Sea is dying. Fishes,
swollen in death, float aimlessly as
the killer algae spread like poison on the
warm summer waves. Yolunteer ecologists
cruise the area collecting data and photos.
Everyone sees, everyone knows, but still it
seems they see and know nothing.

The obvious is before us, yet we are
blind. Why? And what to do? Metaphysi-
cal questions rarely asked are becoming
commonplace. “Is man an inherently evil
creature devoid of common sense and de-
cency, or is he a mere pawn in a devilish
plot conceived and enacted by caustic so-

cial manipulators sinisterly devising his
end?” One might wonder how such things
as the pollution of our seas can occur in
our enlightened society. Haven't we gone
to the moon, cured man of his most trou-
blesome diseases, and made poverty buta
symptom of backward religious cultures?

Ah, were it so simple. And now reality
presents itself in a form previously un-

thinkable: no life in the sea. Will the land
soon follow suit? Will we ever wake up?
It's doubtful, for a man determined not to
see the obvious can avoid acknowledging
even the presence of death itself.

“All right, Mr. Philosopher,” I hear the
cynics taunting, “what is your idea? We
should all just shave our heads and play
with wooden beads, and everything will
be fine?”

But how long can their cynical speech
satisfy them, when the basic platform re-
quired to sustain life itself is on the verge
of collapse? What good is an oblivious as-
sessment of our own worth in the face of
such obvious incompetence as that dis-
played by man in his management of the
world’s resources?

Krsna, the only one capable of shel-
tering all living beings, has explained the
cause of our blindness in the Bhagavad-
gita. He simply says, “It is due to lust

alone.” We enter this world filled with de-
sire to exploit nature as much as we can,
regardless of the cost to ourselves, others,
or the world itself. Lusty to enjoy the re-
sources of nature without restriction, man
speculates that he is the supreme intelli-
gence within the universe and thatonly he
is capable of creating order within this
mass of chaos. Blinded by such egocentric

ideas as these, he creates hell on earth and
calls it heaven. Pouring unlimited tons of
waste into the seas—while the air is still
filled with the radiation of another set of
mistakes, and the land wasted by pollu-
tantsofall varieties—man, the pinnacle of
evolutionary development, calculates how
long he can rape the environment before
the cosmic policemen wake up and pun-
ish him for his crimes. Uncaring for his
descendants, he concerns himself only
with his body, and thus he falls victim to
the same trap he unwittingly set for others
in the future.

It is all due to lust alone. Who can con-
trol it? Certainly one can write in the
newspapers aboutthe administrative mis-
calculations, speak about them on TV,
make a counter campaign with posters,
demonstrations, and strikes, while the
more impassioned blow up a whaling
boator two. But without spiritual potency,
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one cannot change the hearts of the irre-
sponsible controllers of a godless society.
Proposing material stop-gap measures
may make one feel warm within his heart,
for what noble man would not like to die
fighting his unjust enemies? But such
righteous indignation will not save the
earth from being ravaged by those whose
minds are absorbed only in the objects of
their lust.

Indeed, the earth is our mother, and we
are raping her. Such is the culture of the
advanced modern civilization. But she
will not tolerate us for long, for despite her
loving disposition toward her own chil-
dren, soonshe will teach us what suffering
really means. Aren’t the lessons of history
clear? Man destroys cultured life, the
earth, and righteousness, and the earth
destroys man. And the cycles of war help
reduce the burden of the earth through
mass destruction of men and their cities.
Soon you will see the real face of modern
civilization, as it sinks into muddy pools
of rotting flesh.

Only a God conscious government can
change this situation. What can a govern-
ment run by lusty persons change? They
are themselves elected by other lusty crea-

tures and dare not enact legislation that
would place their coveted positions in
jeopardy. Since the lusty citizens want
sense enjoyment, at almost any cost, the
administrators must oblige them or risk
being replaced by more submissive slaves
of the senses. Who else but the govern-
mentsof Europe have the powertochange
such total insanity as is now apparent in
the North Sea?

Buttoenactchange means tocreate leg-
islation that reduces sense gratification,
and, more dangerously, that reduces ani-
mal slaughter, the big business of the
North Searegion. Thisis simply not possi-
ble for lusty men concerned with pleasing
their supporters, who are none other than
the same persons guilty of the cited trans-
gressions.

Therefore the Vedas say that a govern-
ment should not be elected by common
men, who are only concerned with self-
satisfaction without consideration of the
higher goals of life. The government
should be guided not by politicians but by
enlightened brahmanas, professors of all
the socially relevant and required arts and
sciences. Such professors know how to
propagate a human social order without

undue karmic reactions. They know how
to supply life’s necessities without creat-
ing by-products that threaten man’s very
means of sustenance.

These concerned and spiritually de-
voted brahmanas, the factual well-wishers
of the people, are meant to guide the lead-
ers of state. Detached from any selfish
interest, or interests born merely from the
desire for economic gain, such professors
of social welfare must be empowered to
create legislation congenial to the proper
functioning of the intimate relationship
between man and nature. Without such a
higher body of independent wise men,
there is no hope for change. And without
Krsna consciousness, there is no question
of creating such an enlightened body of
truly learned men.

We are not so foolish as to think that
such social change can happen soon in a
society dominated by lusty persons, but
we request the readers of this article to
remember the purport of these words and,
after we are forced to chew the bitter
fruits of our past foolish actions, to work
toward a God conscious society guided by
anenlightened group of dispassionate and
learned Krsna conscious advisors.

We welcome your letters. Write to
BACK TO GODHEAD

41 West Allens Lane
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19119

The rural public in India is still purer,
kinder, and more inclined to nonmateri-
alism, though poor and illiterate. To get
more honest people involved in Krsna
consiousness, rural India is the best. This
factor might not have been hinted by His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, or the ISKCON GBC [Gov-
erning Body Commission] has not yet got
this idea. I request you to try to concen-
trate in small towns and villages.

Dr. Mure Venkata Narayana Reddy
Ghittoor, Andhra Pradesh, India

OUR REPLY: Since ISKCON is trying to
give everyone a chance to take to Krsna
consciousness, naturally we also include
Indian villagers in our preaching plans.
Srila Prabhupada clearly understood the
potential for spreading Krsna conscious-
ness in rural India. He showed this by
requesting his disciples to organize a
pada-yatra (walking pilgrimage) to spread
Krsna's message throughout India.
ISKCON?'s pada-yarra has already trav-
eled more than fifteen thousand kilo-
meters. ISKCON also has the Nama Hatta
program, which sets up and oversees cen-
ters for Krsna consciousnessinthousands
of Indian villages. These centers are run
by the villagers themselves. This program
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has especially blossomed in West Bengal,
but it is also going on in other parts of
India.

* * *

Recently I went to the Epcot Center in
Florida with a friend, where we saw a 3-D
motion picture presented by Kodak. Be-
fore we entered the theatre we were given
special glasses to view the 3-D picture.
I was immediately reminded of Lord
Krsna's giving divine eyes to Arjuna
(Bhagavad-gita 11.8) so that he could see
His universal form. During the last dec-
ades man has made tremendous progress
in science and technology. I am wonder-
ingwhetheritwould ever be possible toin-
vent such glasses so that common men
with, of course, some minimum spiritual
qualifications could see the universal
form of Lord Krsna. Or is it a hundred-
percent spiritual matter?

Professor A. K. Agarwal
Department of Mathematics
Pennsylvania State University
Mont Alto, Pennsylvania

OUR REPLY: You have asked an interest-
ing question, and the answer is fairly sim-
ple: one cannot see Krsna’s universal
form unless Krsna shows it to him. In

otherwords, that form is not always mani-
fest or available for us to see. From the
scriptures we learn of only a few instances
when the Lord showed it. For example,
Lord Vamanadeva showed itto Bali Maha-
raja, and Lord Krsna showed it to Arjuna.
It is not an eternal form of Krsna but a
temporary demonstration of His opu-
lence, soitis notsimply a matterof having
acertain ability or technology to see it. It’s
not there unless the Lord wants to show it.
And when He does show it, only those
whom He chooses to see it are able
to do so. So that is the spiritual qualifica-
tion required: one must receive Krsna's
benediction.

On the other hand, there is another uni-
versal form that is mentioned in the
Srimad-Bhagavatam. One can “see” that
form with practice. It is not a real form,
however, but a way of conceptualizing the
universe as having a form. One is encour-
aged to think of the mountains as the
Lord’s bones, the rivers as His veins, the
trees as the hairson His body, and so forth.
The Bhagavaram tells us that even though
this form is imaginary, we can think of the
universe in this way to help us get used to
the idea that God has a form—but God’s
form is transcendental, or spiritual, not
material. Imperfect philosophies and our
own limited intellects tend to make us
think of God as formless. So the Bhaga-
vatam suggests that we meditate on the
universe in this way to advance toward an
understanding and appreciation of the
personal form of God. [ 3¢
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The worldwide activities of the International

Soviet Vice-Consul
Inaugurates Calcutta
Ratha-yatra

Calcutta, India—The Soviet vice-
consul to India, Mr. Alexander
Vaulin, and the wife of the Soviet
consul general, Mrs. Irina
Passentchouk, inaugurated
ISKCON's seventeenth annual
Ratha-yatra festival here, which
took place on the same day as the
ancient festival in Jagannatha Puri,
Orissa. An estimated three million
people crowded the streets to
witness the parade, beginning
seven days of festivities in honor
of Lord Jagannatha. The festival
was dedicated to ISKCON
devotees in the USSR, where the
government has recently
recognized ISKCON as a bona
fide religion.

Before the parade began, Vice-
Consul Vaulin addressed a crowd
of thousands, stating his belief that
the acceptance of ISKCON in the
Soviet Union would lead to greater
friendship and understanding
between India and the Soviet

Union. He said that ISKCON’s
message of love and fellowship
would foster international
brotherhood.

Mr. Vaulin offered arati to Lord
Jagannatha and happily received a
Russian translation of Srila
Prabhupada’s Bhagavad- gita As It
Is. As the parade began, Mr.
Vaulin, accompanied by Mrs.
Passentchouk, swept the road in
front of Lord Jagannatha’s chariot
with a golden broom.

NEWS BRIEFS

Govinda’s Restaurant on Soho
Street in London received a full-
page review in What's On, London’s
leading weekly entertainment
guide. In the article, entitled
“Vegetarian Excellence in Soho.”
Michael Darvel, assistant editor for
What's On, writes, I think the food
offered is the most attractive
vegetarian cuisine I have seen.” He
says that even though Govinda’s
was around well before the current

Before the start of the Calcutta Ratha-yatra festival, the Soviet vice-consul to India offers a
ghee lamp to Lord Jagannatha in the traditional arati ceremony.

trend toward vegetarianism, “it is
still one of the best places for
vegetarian food in London.” He
explains that Govinda’'s is
connected with the Hare Krsna
temple upstairs, and that all the
food is offered to Krsna before
being served to customers.

Although the Tokyo ISKCON
temple was destroyed by fire in
May, the devotees are still preach-
ing, using an apartment as a temple
for the time being and even hold-
ing Sunday Feasts there. The
women devotees wear saris to dis-
tribute the new Japanese Bhagavad-
gita As It Is. The devotees perform
harinama-sankirtana [congrega-
tional chanting of Hare Krsna] and
distribute Srila Prabhupada’s
books six days a week.

ISKCON's pada-yatra, a walking
tour of holy India, is scheduled to
continue for at least eight more
years, until the one-hundredth an-
niversary of Srila Prabhupada’s
birth. In July the pada-yartra joined
the Dindi Pada-yatra in
Maharastra. During this 700-year-
old festival as many as 200,000 peo-
ple walk and chant from Poona to
Pandharpur. In October ISKCON's
pada-yatra will tour the Vrndavana
area and then head for Allahabad
for the Kumbha-mela in January.

RESOURCES

Plain living, high thinking. Get out
of the city—away from the noise,
pollution, anxiety, and madness of
city life. Come back to a simpler,
more natural way of life. Live
close to the earth, close to God.
The Hare Krsna movement has
thirty-four farm communities
throughout the world. These are
sacred places where your spirit can
unfold. And at the same time,
they're realistic, practical places,
where you can build a sane, stable
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life for yourself and, if you're
married, for your family.

To find out more, get in touch
with the ISKCON farm community
nearest you.

Vrndavana Dhama Ki Jaya!

A Pictorial Guide to the Land of
Krsna. More than one hundred
color photos. Maps. Printed in
Singapore. Easy to read and
understand. Only one thousand
copies available. Send cashier’s
check or money order ( U.S. funds)
to The Bhaktivedanta Archives,
P.O. Box 34453, Los Angeles,
California 90034, U.S.A. $17 per
book, plus $1.50 for shipping in the
U.S. Add 50% for international air
mail, 30% for surface mail.

Now your television can bring you
closer to Krsna. Videocassettes from
ITV (ISKCON Television) bring
the spiritual vision of Krsna into
your home.

See the pastimes of Lord Krsna

Every Town and Village

and Lord Rama. . . . Visit the
centers of the Hare Krsna
movement around the world. . ..
Attend classes given by Srila
Prabhupada himself. . . . Relish
the life story of Srila Prabhupada
in Your Ever Well-Wisher.

Almost 100 shows to choose
from. Top-quality, low-priced
videocassettes. Available in %2-inch,
Ys-inch, NTSC (American), and
PAL (overseas).

For a full catalog, send $1.00
(U.S.) to ITV, 3812 Bagley Avenue,
Culver City, California, 90232,
USA.

Join Srila Prabhupada’s
Sankirtana Pada-yatra for the
Kartika Vraja-mandala parikrama,
October 25-November 23, 1988. See
all of the holy places of Lord
Krsna’s blissful, transcendental
pastimes on this month-long walk-
ing tour of Sri Vrndavana-dhama.
For details, write to Lokanatha
Swami at ISKCON New Delhi.

BY JIM QUINN

DJim Quinn. Used by permission.
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Serving Krishna

People come to Govinda's expecting Io meet religious
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An article on Govinda's Restaurant in Philadelphia that appeared in the Sunday magazine of the
Philadelphia Inquirer, whose Sunday circulation is one million.

Festivals & Calendar

Krsna conscious devotees follow aspiritual
calendar that divides the year into twelve
months, each named for a different form of
Krsna. The devotees at any Hare Krsna
center will gladly tell you more about the
meaning of the festivals listed here.

Month of Padmanabha
(September 26-October 25)

October 6—Indira Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

October 20—Sr Ramacandra-vijayotsava,
the anniversary of Lord Ramacandra'’s vic-
tory over the demon Ravana. Also, appear-
ance anniversary of Srila Madhvacarya, a
great teacher of devotional service.

October 21—Pasankusa Ekadasi. Fast-
ing from grains and beans.

October 22—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami, Srila
Raghunatha Bhatta Gosvami, and Srila
Krsnadasa Kavirdja Gosvami, great asso-
ciates and followers of Lord Caitanya.

October 25—Beginning of Damodara-
vrata. Offering lamps for one month. Fourth
month of Caturmasya begins (fasting from

urad ddl). Sri Krsna Saradiya Rasa-Yatra.
Disappearance anniversary of Srila Murari
Gupta, an associate of Lord Caitanya.

Month of Damodara
(October 26-November 23)

October 29—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Narottama dasa Thakura, a great
devotee of Krsna known for his Bengali de-
votional songs.

November 5—Rama Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

November 9— Diwali (the festival of illu-
minating Krsna's temples with lamps). Call
your local Hare Krsna center for details.

November 10—Govardhana Puja, the
festival commemorating the worship of
Govardhana Hill by the residents of Vrnda-
vana and Krsna's lifting the hill. Call your
local Hare Krsna center for details.

November 13—Disappearance anniver-
sary of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktive-
danta Swami Prabhupada, founder-dcarya
of the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness. Devotees observe this
day with personal remembrances of Srila
Prabhupéda, readings from his biography,
and fasting till noon, followed by feasting.




Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the “cream of the Vedic literatures™ of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, toexplain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The original
Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: “The Status Quo”

CHAPTER TWENTY
Conversation Between Maitreya and Vidura

In this installment of our continuing presentation of Simad-Bhagavatam,
the sage Maitreya describes to Vidura, a great devotee of Lord Krsna, somein-
cidents that occurred during Lord Brahma's ereation of the material world.

TEXT 22
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devatah prabhaya ya ya
divyan pramukhato srjat
te aharsur devayanto
visrstari tan prabham ahah

devatdh—the demigods; prabhaya—with the glory of light; yah
yah—those who; divyan—shining: pramukhatah—chiefly: asrjat—cre-
ated: te—they; ahdrsuh—took possession of; devayantah—being ac-
tive; visrstam—separated; tam—that; prabham—effulgent form;
ahah—daytime.

TRANSLATION

He then created the chief demigods, who were shining with the
glory of goodness. He dropped before them the effulgent form of
daytime, and the demigods sportingly took possession of it.

PURPORT

Demons were born from the creation of night, and the demigods were
born from the creation of day. In other words, demons like the Yaksas
and Raksasas are born of the quality of ignorance, and demigods are born
of the quality of goodness.

TEXT 23
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devo 'devdn jaghanatah
srjati smatilolupan

ta enam lolupataya
maithunayabhipedire

devah—Lord Brahmi; adevdn—demons: jaghanatah—from his but-
tocks; srjati sma—gave birth: ati-lolupan —excessively fond of sex; te—
they: enam—Lord Brahma; lolupataya—with lust: maithunaya—for
copulation; abhipedire—approached.

TRANSLATION

Lord Brahma then gave birth to the demons from his buttocks,
and they were very fond of sex. Because they were too lustful, they
approached him for copulation.

PURPORT
Sex life is the background of material existence. Here also it is re-
peated that demons are very fond of sex life. The more one is free from
the desires for sex. the more he is promoted to the level of the demigods:
the more one is inclined to enjoy sex. the more he is degraded to the level
of demoniac life.

TEXT 24

FA WA A EWELEE: |
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tato hasan sa bhagavan

asurair nirapatrapaih
anviyamdnas tarasd
kruddho bhitah parapatat

tatah—then: hasan—laughing: sah bhagavin—the worshipful Lord
Brahmi: asurath—by the demons: nirapatrapaih—shameless: anvi-
yamanah—being followed: tarasd—in great haste: kruddhah—angry:
bhitah—being afraid: parapatat—ran away.

TRANSLATION

The worshipful Brahmai first laughed at their stupidity, but
finding the shameless asuras close upon him, he grew indignant
and ran in great haste out of fear.

PURPORT

Sexually inclined demons have no respect even for their father. and
the best policy for a saintly father like Brahma is to leave such demoniac
sons.

TEXT 25
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sa upavrajya varadarn
prapanndrti-haram harim

anugrahaya bhaktanam
anuripdtma-darsanam

sahi—Lord Brahma; upavrajya—approaching: vara-dam—the be-
stower of all boons; prapanna—of those taking shelter at His lotus feet;
arti—distress; haram—who dispels: harim—Lord Sri Hari; anugra-
haya—for showing mercy: bhaktanam—to His devotees; anurapa—in
suitable forms; atma-darsanam—who manifests Himself.

TRANSLATION
He approached the Personality of Godhead, who bestows all
boons and who dispels the agony of His devotees and of those who
take shelter of His lotus feet. He manifests His innumerable tran-
scendental forms for the satisfaction of His devotees.
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PURPORT

Here the words bhaktandm anuripdtma-darsanam mean that the
Personality of Godhead manifests His multiforms according to the
desires of the devotees. For example, Hanumanji (Vajrangaji) wanted to
see the form of the Lord as the Personality of Godhead Ramacandra,
whereas other Vaisnavas want to see the form of Radha-Krsna, and still
other devotees want to see the Lord in the form of Laksmi-Narayana.
The Mayavadi philosophers think that although all these forms are
assumed by the Lord just as the devotees desire to see Him. actually He is
impersonal. From Brahma-samhita, however, we can understand that
this is not so, for the Lord has multiforms. It is said in the Brahma-
sarthitd, advaitam acyutam. The Lord does not appear before the devo-
tee because of the devotee’s imagination. Brahma-samhita further
explains that the Lord has innumerable forms: rdmddi-martisu kala-
niyamena tisthan. He exists in millions and millions of forms. There are
8,400,000 species of living entities, but the incarnations of the Supreme
Lord are innumerable. In the Bhdgavatam it is stated that as the waves
in the sea cannot be counted but appear and disappear continually, the
incarnations and forms of the Lord are innumerable. A devotee is at-
tached to a particular form, and it is that form which he worships. We
have just described the first appearance of the boar within this universe.
There are innumerable universes, and somewhere or other the boar form
is now existing. All the forms of the Lord are eternal. It is the devotee's
inclination to worship a particular form, and he engages in devotional
service to that form, In a verse in the Ramdyana, Hanuman, the great
devotee of Rama, said, "'l know that there is no difference between the
Sita-Rdma and Laksmi-Nardyana forms of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, but nevertheless. the form of Rama and Sitd has absorbed my
affection and love. Therefore I want to see the Lord in the forms of Rama
and Sita.™" Similarly. the Gaudiya Vaisnava loves the forms of Radha and
Krsna, and Krsna and Rukmini at Dviraka. The words bhaktdndm
anurdpatma-darsanam mean that the Lord is always pleased to favor the
devotee in the particular form in which the devotee wants to worship and
render service unto Him, In this verse it is stated that Brahma ap-
proached Hari, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This form of the
Lord is Ksirodakasiyi Vispu, Whenever there is some trouble and
Brahma has Lo approach the Lord. he can approach Ksirodakasayi Visnu,
and it is the grace of the Lord that whenever Brahma approaches about
disturbances in the universe, the Lord gives him relief in so many ways.

TEXT 26
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pahi mam paramatmars te
presanendsrjari prajah

ta ima yabhitum papa
updkramanti mdm prabho

pahi—protect: mam—me; parama-atman—O Supreme Lord; te—
Your; presanena—by order; asrjam—I created; prajah—living beings;
:a.ﬁ_ imah—those very persons; yabhitum—to have sex; papah—sinful
beings; upakramanti—are approaching; mam—me; prabho—0 Lord.

TRANSLATION

Lord Brahma, approaching the Lord, addressed Him thus: My
Lord, please protect me from these sinful demons, who were cre-
ated by me under Your order. They are infuriated by an appetite
for sex and have come to attack me.

PURPORT

It appears here that the homosexual appetite of males for each other is
created in this episode of the creation of the demons by Brahma. In other
words, the homosexual appetite of a man for another man is demoniac
and is not for any sane male in the ordinary course of life.

TEXT 27
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tvam ekah kila lokanam
klistanam klesa-ndsanah

tvam ekah klesadas tesam
andsanna-padam tava

tvam—You; ekah—alone; kila—indeed: lokanam—of the people;
klistanam —afflicted with miseries; klesa—the distresses; nasanah—
relieving; fvam ekah—You alone: klesa-dah—inflicting distress;
tesaim —on those; andsanna—not taken shelter; padam—feet: tava—
Your.

TRANSLATION

My Lord, You are the only one capable of ending the affliction of
the distressed and inflicting agony on those who never resort to
Your feet.

PURPORT
The words klesadas tesam and dam tave indicate that the

Lord has two concerns. The first is to giverprotectinn to persons who take
shelter of His lotus feet, and the second is to give trouble to those who are
always demoniac and who are inimical toward the Lord. Maya's function
is to give afflictions to the nondevotees. Here Brahma said. **You are the
protector of the surrendered souls: therefore 1 surrender unto Your lotus

feet. Please give me protection from these demons.™

TEXT 28
HisTaTE FHv TR |
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so vadhdrydsya kdrpanyam
viviktadhydtma-darsanah

vimunicdtma-tanum ghoram
ity ukto vimumoca ha

sah—the Supreme Lord, Hari: avadhdrya—perceiving: asya—of
Lord Brahma; karpanyam—the distress: vivikta—without a doubt:
adhyatma—minds of others: darsanah—one who can see; vimusica—
cast off; atma-tanum—your body: ghoram—impure: iti uktah—thus
commanded; vimumoca ha—Lord Brahma threw it off.

TRANSLATION

The Lord, who can distinctly see the minds of others, perceived
Brahma's distress and said to him: “Cast off this impure body of
yours.”” Thus commanded by the Lord, Brahma cast off his body.

PURPORT

The Lord is described here by the word viviktadhyatma-darsanah. If
anyone can completely perceive another's distress without doubt, it is the
Lord Himself. If someone is in distress and wants to get relief from his
friend, sometimes it so happens that his friend does not appreciate the
volume of distress he is suffering. But for the Supreme Lord it is not dif-
ficult. The Supreme Lord, as Paramatma, is sitting within the heart of
every living entity, and He directly perceives the exact causes of distress.
In Bhagavad-gita the Lord says, sarvasya cahari hrdi sannivistah: *'l am
sitting in everyone’s heart, and because of Me one’s remembrance and
forgetfulness occur.” Thus whenever one fully surrenders unto the
Supreme Lord, one finds that He is sitting within one’s heart. He can give
us direction how to get out of dangers or how to approach Him in devo-
tional service. The Lord, however, asked Brahma to give up his present
body because it had created the demoniac principle. According to
Sridhara Svami, Brahma’s constant dropping of his body does not refer to
his actually giving up his body. Rather, he suggests that Brahma gave up
a particular mentality. Mind is the subtle body of the living entity. We
may sometimes be absorbed in some thought which is sinful, but if we
give up the sinful thought, it may be said that we give up the body.
Brahma's mind was not in correct order when he created the demons. It
must have been full of passion because the entire creation was passion-
ate: therefore such passionate sons were born. It follows that any father
and mother should also be careful while begetting children. The mental
condition of a child depends upon the mental status of his parents at the
time he is conceived. According to the Vedic system, therefore, the




garbhadhdna-samskara, or the ceremony for giving birth to a child, is
observed. Before begetting a child, one has to sanctify his perplexed
mind. When the parents engage their minds in the lotus feet of the Lord
and in such a state the child is born, naturally good devotee children
come; when the society is full of such good population, there is no trou-
ble from demoniac mentalities.

TEXT 29
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tari kvanac-caranambhojdn
mada-vihvala-locandm

kanci-kalapa-vilasad-
dukiila-cchanna-rodhasam

tam—that body; kvanat—tinkling with ankle bells: carana-ambho-
jam—with lotus feet: mada—intoxication; vihvala—overwhelmed;
locanam—with eyes; karici-kalapa—with a girdle made of golden orna-
ts; vilasat—shining: dukala—by fine cloth; channa—covered;
rodhasam—having hips.

TRANSLATION

The body given up by Brahma took the form of the evening
twilight, when the day and night meet, a time which kindles pas-
sion. The asuras, who are passionate by nature, dominated as they
are by the element of rajas, took it for a damsel, whose lotus feet
resounded with the tinkling of anklets, whose eyes were wide with
intoxication and whose hips were covered by fine cloth, over

which shone a girdle.

PURPORT
As early morning is the period for spiritual cultivation. the beginning
of evening is the period for passion. Demoniac men are generally very
fond of sex enjoyment: therefore they very much appreciate the ap-
proach of evening. The demons took the approach of the evening twilight
to be a beautiful woman, and they began to adore her in various ways.
They imagined the twilight to be a very beautiful woman with tinkling
bangles on her feet. a girdle on her hips, and beautiful breasts, and for
their sexual satisfaction they imagined the appearance of this beautiful
girl before them.
TEXT 30

= = -

I [ |
gl st frEmeeEaET 1301
anyonya-slesayotturnga-
nirantara-payodharam
SIS § s serel b,

J L=
hasa-lilavalokandm

anyonya—to each other; slesaya—because of clinging: uttunga—
raised; nirantara—without intervening space: payah-dhardm—breasts:
su-ndsdm—shapely nose; su-dvijgm—beautiful teeth; snigdha—lovely:
hasa—smile; lila-avalokanam—sportful glance.

TRANSLATION

Her breasts projected upward because of their clinging to each
other, and they were too contiguous to admit any intervening
space. She had a shapely nose and beautiful teeth; a lovely smile
played on her lips, and she cast a sportful glance at the asuras.

TEXT 31
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gahantim vridaydtméanam
nildlaka-varithinim

upalabhydsurd dharma
sarve sammumuhuh striyam

gohantim—hiding; vridayd—out of shyness: dtmanam—herself:
nila—dark; alaka—hair: vardthinim—a bunch; upalabhya—upon
imagining: asurdh—the demons; dharma—0 Vidura: sarve—all; sam-
mumuhuh—were captivated: striyam—woman.

TRANSLATION

Adorned with dark tresses, she hid herself, as it were, out of
shyness. Upon seeing that girl, the asuras were all infatuated with
an appetite for sex.

PURPORT

The difference between demons and demigods is that a beautiful
woman very easily attracts the minds of demons, but she cannot attract
the mind of a godly person. A godly person is full of knowledge, and a
demoniac person is full of ignorance. Just as a child is attracted by a
beautiful doll, similarly a demon, who is less intelligent and full of ig-
norance, is attracted by material beauty and an appetite for sex. The
godly person knows that this nicely dressed and ornamented attraction of
high breasts, high hips, beautiful nose and fair complexion is maya. All
the heauty a woman can display is only a combination of flesh and blood.
Sri Sankaracarya has advised all persons not to be attracted by the in-
teraction of flesh and blood; they should be attracted by the real beauty
in spiritual life. The real beauty is Krsna and Radha. One who is at-
tracted by the beauty of Radha and Krsna cannot be attracted by the false
beauty of this material world. That is the difference between a demon
and a godly person or devotee.

TEXT 32
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aho ripam aho dhairyam
aho asya navam vayah

madhye kdmayamananam
akameva visarpati

aho—oh: riipam—what beauty: aho—oh: dhairyam—what self-
control: aho—oh: asyah—her: navam—budding: vayah—youth:
madhye—in the midst: kimayamdndndm—of those passionately long-
ing for: akamd—free from passion: iva—like: visarpati—walking
with us.

TRANSLATION

The demons praised her: Oh, what a beauty! What rare self-
control! What a budding youth! In the midst of us all, who are pas-
sionately longing for her, she is moving about like one absolutely
free from passion.

TEXT 33
fama=t 2 At weet Ty |
AREEATST AR g=aT g 113311

vitarkayanto bahudha
tam sandhydm pramadakriim
abhisambhavya visrambhat
paryaprechan kumedhasah

vitarkayantah—indulging in speculations; bahudhd—various kinds;
tam—her; sandhyim—the evening twilight; pramadi—a young
woman; akrtim—in the form of: abhisambhdvya—treating with great
respect; visrambhat—tondly; paryaprechan—questioned; ku-medha-
sah —wicked-minded.

TRANSLATION
Indulging in various speculations about the evening twilight,
which appeared to them endowed with the form of a young
woman, the wicked-minded asuras treated her with respect and
fondly spoke to her as follows.

(continued in next issue)
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Thorny Pleasure

by AJAMIDHA DASA

Today‘s consumer seems to be moving away from
accumuiating things toward acquiring new ex-
periences and feelings, collecting mental images
with which to fill his life. Thus modern man has real-
ized an age-old truth: enjoymentis only in one’s mind.

The spirit soul, the actual living entity, is captured
within a material body. He has at his disposal the in-
telligence, the mind, and the senses. Because the
spirit soul is acting under false ego, which means he
thinks himself to be the body, he never gets enough
satisfaction and pleasure, however he tries. The ex-
ampleis given ofa fish out of water—a pathetic situa-
tion. The fish does not become satisfied even if you
give it the best food, the best cigar, or the softest bed.
Similarly, the spirit soul has a longing for eternity,
bliss,and knowledge, and his quest for these thingsis
shown in his construction of hospitals, research
laboratories, amusement parks, and so on. But eter-
nity, full knowledge, and full bliss can never be at-
tained by these endeavors, because the body itself is
temporary, full of miseries, and full of ignorance. No
one can deny that.

The solution lies in getting the fish back into the
water—we have to find out the natural position of the
soul. All the hospitals, laboratories, amusement
parks, and schools are just part of the search for
water in the desert. The living entity is by nature su-
perior to matter and thus can never become satisfied
with mere material pleasures.

One problem with material pleasure is that its op-
posite—distress—follows it. This world is full of
dualities. No one can say what is darkness without
describing its opposite. Nor has “up” any meaning
without “down.” So also for happiness and distress,
pleasure and pain, love and hate. One follows the
other. By embracing material joy, soon enough sor-
row will come.

Sense gratification can be compared to embracing
a cactus in a desert. I may think, “Oh, here is a nice

green plant. It must be full of water!” Because I am
very thirsty, [don’t consider the thorns on the cactus.
“Let me embrace it! Let me get some juice, some nec-
tar! Yes, I can feel the juice running down, cooling iy
body.” I become so overwhelmed that I don’t realize
that the juice is my own blood and sweat caused by
the thorns and the heat.

Similarly, the living entity takes on so much trou-
ble to reach his desired enjoyment. The student
spends many years in school to get a degree and a
good job. The athlete tortures his body in many ways
to become the champion, and almost everyone ac-
cepts many mental and physical troubles to attract
the opposite sex.

Buttoosoon all one’s hard labor for family, wealth,
and fame will prove useless. as disease, old age, and
death come, bringing with them the reactions for all
one’s deeds in this life. And who knows what one’s
next birth will be?

But do we have to meet such an end? Of course, if
we seek solutions from those who are themselves
entrapped, if we rely on fallible friends and relatives,
scientists and economists, then we shall alsobe eaten
up byeternal time. They can’tgive us what they them-
seives don't have. We have to gather information
from transcendental sources.

Bhagavad-gita, spoken by Lord Krsna, the Supreme
Lord Himself, and Srimad-Bhagavatam, spoken by
Sukadeva Gosvami, a most confidential associate of
Krsna, are the cream of Vedic literatures, an ocean of
supramundane knowledge and instructions. Their
waves wash away all doubts concerning transcen-
dental reality forthe sincere reader and seekerof the
truth. The Krsna consciousness movement distrib-
utes these literatures, which are specifically aimed at
helping the bewildered people of today come to the
shore of the ocean of transcendental knowledge,
where they can drink the nectar of eternity, bliss, and
knowledge to their full satisfaction, thus allowing
them to end their miserable material existence and
return home, back to Godhead. E3

We spend our lives
working hard to secure happiness.
It doesn’t have to be that way.
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NORTH AMERICA
CANADA
Calgary, Alberta—10516 Oakfield Drive SW.,, T2W 2A9/ Tel. (403) 238-0602
Queb 1626 Pie 1X , H1V 2C5/ Tel, (514) 521-1301
Ottawa, Ontarlo—212 Somerset St E., K1N 64/ Tel. (613) 233-1884
Regina, Saskatchewan—2817 Victoria Ave., 54T 1K6/ Tel. (306) 522-4873
Toronto, Ontario—243 Avenue Rd., M5SA 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415
Vancouver, B.C.—5462 S.E. Marine Dr., Bumaby V5J 3GB/ Tel. (604) 433-9728
RESTAURANTS
Ottowa—Govinda's (at ISKCON Ottowa)
Toronto—Govinda's Dining Room (at ISKCON Toronto)
U.S.A.
Atlanta, Georgla—1287 Fonce de Leon Ave. N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 377-8680
Baltimore, Maryland—200 Bloomsbury Ave,, Catonsville 21228/ Tel. (301) 744-9537
Berkeley, California—2334 Stuart St, 94705/ Tel. (415) 644-1113
Boulder, Colorade—817 Pleasant St, B0302/ Tel. (303) 444-7005
Boston, T2 G 1 Ave., 02116/ Tel, (B17) 247-8611
Charl So. Caroli 1730 h Hwy., 20407/ Tel. (B03) 763-6959
Chicago, lilinois—1716 W, Lunt Ave,, B0B26/ Tel. (312) 973-0900
Crescent City, Callfornia—150 Oak St., Rock Creek Sub,, 95531
Dallas, Texas—5430 Guriey Ave, 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330
Denver, Colorado—1400 Cherry St,, BO220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461
Detroit, Michigan—383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000
East Lansing, Michigan—501 Sunset Lane, 48823/Tel (517) 3321823
Fullerton, Callfornia—2011 E. Chapman Ave., 92631/ Tel. (714) 870-1156
Gurabo, Puerto Rico—Rt. 181, Box 215-B, Bo. Sta. Rita, 00658/ Tel. (B09) 737-5222
Gainesville, Florida—1417/1418 NW. 131 Ave,, 32601/ Tel. (904)375-2884
Hartford, Connecticut—1683 Main St, E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. (203) 289-7252
Honolulu, Hawali—51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (B08) 595-3847
Houston, Texas—1320 W. 34th 51, 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482
Laguna Beach, California—285 Legion St, 92651/ Tel. (714) 494-7029
Lansing, Michigan—1914 E. Michiaan Ave, 48912/ Tel. (517) 332-1823
Long Island, New York--197 S. Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 378-6184
Los Angeles, California—3764 Walseka Ave,, 90034/ Tel (213) B36-2676
Miami Beach, Florida—2445 Collins Ave., 33140/ Tel. (305) 531-0331
New Haven, Connecticut—P.0. Box 455, 06502 / Tel. (203) 782-6821
New Orleans, Loutstana—2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 488-7433
New York, New York—305 Schermerhom St, Brooklyn 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714
Oﬂanda. Florida—1926 Central Park Ave., 32807/ Tel. (407) 275-3282
F F 51 W. Allens Lane, 19118/ Tel. (215) 247-4600
iladelphia, P la—529 South St, 19147/ Tel. (215) 2381753
5I Louis, Missouri—3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085
San Diego, California—1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (619) 483-2500
San Francisco, California—84 Carl St, 94117/ Tel. (415) 753-8647
San Francisco, California—2334 Stuant St, Berkeley 94705/ Tel (415) 644-1113
Seattle, Washington—3114 E. Pine St 98122/ Tel. (206) 329-701
Tallahassee, Florida—1323 Nylic St. (mail: P.O. Box 20224, 32304)/ Tel. (904) 681-9258
Tampa, Florida—13821 N. 37 SL, 33613/ Tel. (813) 977-0026
Topanga, Californila—20395 Callon Dr, 80290/ Tel. (213) 455-1658
Towaco, New Jersey—{mail: PO. Box 109, 07082)/ Tel (201) 299-0870
‘Walla Walla, Washington—314 E. Poplar, 99362/ Tel. (509) 529-9556
Washington, D.C.—10310 Oaklyn Dr., Polomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100
FARM COMMUNITIES
Carriere, i | (New Route 2, Box 449, 39426/ Tel. (601) 798-8533
Church Hill, (New Jayapura)—Route 2, Box 298, 33005/ Tel. (801) 445-2222
Gainesville, Florida (New Ramana-reti)—Box 819, Alachua, Florida 32615/ Tel (904) 462-9046
Greenfield, Minois—RAt. 2, Box 27, 62044 (contact ISKCON St. Louis)
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardana Hillj—{contact ISKCON Guraba)
Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Gokula}—Rt. 6 Box 701, 27278/ Tel. (919) 732-6492
Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka)l—Murdri Project, Rt No. 1, Box 148-A, 37359/ Tel, (615) 759-7331
Ninole, Hawail (New Krsnaloka)—P.0. Box 108, 96773/ Tel. (808) 595-3347
Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gitd-ndgari)—R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. (717) 527-4101
RESTAURANTS
Dallas—Kalachand|i's (at ISKCON Dallas)
Detroit—Govinda's (at ISKCON Detroit)/ Tel. (313) 331-6740
Laguna Beach—Gauranga's (at ISKCON Laguna Beach)
Los Angeles—Govinda's, 9624 Venice Blvd., Culver City, 80230/ Tel. (213) B36-1269
Miami Beach—Govinda's (at ISKCON Miami Beach)
Philadelphia—Govinda's, 529 South St., 19147/ Tel, (215) B29-0077
St. Louis—Govinda's (at ISKCON St. Louis)/ Tel. (314) 535-8085
San Diego—3102 University Ave., North Park, CA 92104/ Tel. (619) 284-4827
San Francisco—Govinda's, 86 Carl St, 84117/ Tel. (415) 753-9703
San Juan, Puerto Rlco—Govinda, Tetuan 153, Viejo San Juan 00903/ Tel. (B09) 725-4B85

EUROPE
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland— 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, Betfast/ Tel. 621757
Leicester, England—30 Rendell Road, Leicester/ Tel. (0533)-681256
Manchester, England—20 Mayfield Road, Whalley Range, Manchester M16 BFT/ Tel. (061 F2264416
London, England (city)—10 Scho St, London W1/ Tel. (01) 437-3662
London, England (country)—Bhakiivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Watlord,
Hertfordshire WD2 BEP/ Tel. (09276) 7244
Scotland —HKaruna Bhavan, Bankhouse Road, Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire/ Tel, (0555)-884780
FARM COMMUNITIES
Lake Island of Inish Rath—Lisnaskea, County Fermanagh, Northem Ireland/ Tel. (3657) 21512
London, England—{contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)
RESTAURANT
London, England—Govinda's, 9-10 Scho St/ Tel (01) 437-3662

International Society fork

CENTERS AROU

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace AC.

ITALY
Bologna—Via Nazionale 124, 40065-Pianoro (BO)/ Tel (51) 774-034
Catania—Via San Nicold al Borgo 28, 95128 Catania, Sicily/ Tel. (95) 522-252
Maples—Via Torricelli 77, 80059 Torre del Greco (NAY Tel. (81) 881-5431
Padua—Via delle Granze 107, 35040 Loc. Camin (PD)/ Tel. (49) 7&0-007
Pisa—Via delle Colline, Loc. La Meridiana, 56030 Perignano (PI)/ Tel. (587) 616-194
Rome—\Via di Tor Tre Teste 142, 00169 Roma &
Varese—Via Volta 19, 21013 Gallarate (VA)/ Tel. (331) 783-268
FARM COMMUNITY
Florence (Villa Vrndévana)—\Via Communale degli Scopeti 108, S. Andrea in Percussina, San Casciano
Val di Pesa (FI) 50026/ Tel. (55) 820-054
RESTAURANTS
Milan—Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano/ Tel. (2) 862-417
Rome—Govinda's, Via di San Simone 73/A, 00186 Roma/ Tel (6) 654-1873
OTHER COUNTRIES
Amsterdam, Holland—Krsna Dham, 225 Ruysdaelkade, 1072 AW/ Tel. (020) 751 404
Athens, Greece—Poseidonos 27, llioupoli, 16 345/ Tel. 1-993-7068
Barcelona, Spain— c/de L'Oblit, 67-08026/ (93) 347-8933
Bergen, Norway—Storhaugen 6, 5000 Bergen/ Tel. (05) 29 05 45
Brumls, B'Iglurn—-dS rue Marché aux Poulets-1000 Bruxelles/ Tel. (02) 512 86 05/04
Tvaeruej 11, 2000 Copenhagen f/ Tel (01) 86-85-81
Dﬁdlngen Switzerland—Im Stillen Tal, CH3186 Didingen (FR) Tel. (037) 43-26-98
Gﬂnenbulg. Sweden—Hare Krishna Center, Grimmeredsvagen 103.42169 Vastra Frolunday Tel. 031-280966
Lt ds Gard, 140 32 Gradinge/ Tel. 0753-29151
Helsinki, Finland—Govinda' 5, Jaakamkalu 100, Helsinki 15/ Tel (065) 0039
Heidelberg, W. G Anlage 5, 6900 Heideiberg/ Tel. 06221-15101
Maacow. USSR C.onl:u:l ISKCON Office of Soviet Affairs, Almviks Gard, 15300 Jama, Sweden/
Tel. (46) 0755-52068
Paris, France—31 rue Jean Vacquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. 45921018; 43043263
Septon, Baluinm-—(‘.l‘nlaau de Petit Somme, Seplon 5482/ Tel. 0BE-322480
22, 112 40 Stockholm/ Tel. 08-548002
Spain—c/de Cadarso #12, Viedal de Torente/ Tel. (961) 55962
Vienna, Austria—Center for Vedic Studies, Liechtensteinstrasse 23/11, 1090 Vienna/ Tel. (0222) 310-10-33
Ziirich, Switzerland—Bergstrasse 54, 8032 Zurich/ Tel. (01) 69-32-79
FARM COMMUNITIES
Forest (B Waid), W. y (Na
{contact ISKCON Heldelberg)
Brihuega, Spain (New Vraja M ta Clara) B
Jirna, Sweden—Almviks Gard, 15300 Jama/ Tel. (46) 755-52068
Lugano, Switzerland—The Gokula Project, La Pampa, 6951 Sessa (Malcantone) TIf Tel. (091) 73-25-73
France (New }—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ Tel (54) 40-23-53; 40-27-68

AUSTRALASIA

AUSTRALIA
Adelaide—63 Belair Rd., Kingswood, SA. (mail: P.O. Box 235, Kingswood 5062)/ Tel (08) 272-0488
Brisbane—-95 Bank Road, Graceville, Q.LD. (mail: PO. Box B3, Indooroopilly 4088)/ Tel. (07) 379-5008
Cairns—69 Spence St, Caims, Q.LD. (mail: P.O. Box 5238, Caims Mail Centre, Q.L.D. 4870)/
Tel. (070) 516946
Melbourne—197 Danks St, Albert Park, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ Tel. (03) 699-5122
Morth Sydney—180 Falcon St, N. Sydney, N.SW. 2060 (mail: P.O. Box 220, Cammeray, N.SW. 2080)/
Tel. (02) 926184
Perth—129 Barrack St, W.A. 8050 (mail: PO, Box 598, W. Perth, W.A. 6005)/ Tel. (09) 32891
Sydney—112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst, M.SW. 2010 (mail: PO. Box 159, Kings Cross, N.SW.
2011)/ Tel. (02) 3575162
FARM COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandngram]—Oa!k Hill, Dean’s Marsh Road, Bambra, VIC 3241/ Tel. (052) 887383
Mur (Ne }—Tyalgum Rd., Eungella, via Murwillumbah, N.SW. 2484
{mail: P.0. Box 687[( Tel (068) 721903
RESTAURANTS
Adelalde—Crossways, 79 Hindley 5t Adelaide, S.A. 5000/ Tel. (08) 2515258
Brisbane—Crossways, First Floor, 99 Elisabeth Street
Melbourne—Crossways, First Floor, 123 Swanston St., Melboume, Victoria 3000/ Tel. (03) 650 2839
pal's, 139 ston St., b Victoria 3000/ Tel. {(03) 650-1578
North Sydney—Gopal's, 180 Falcon St, N. Sydney, N.SW. 2060/ Tel. (02) 926164
Perth—Gopal's, 129 Barrack St, Perth, WA 6000/ Tel (09) 325-2168
Sydney—Govinda's and Govinda's Take-away (both at ISKCON Sydney)/ Tel. (075) 501642
NEW ZEALAND AND FIJI
Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan)—Hwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golf Coursea)
{m:nl R.D. 2, Kumew, Auckland)/ Tel. (9) 4128075
New 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 25-190 Christchurch)/ Tel. (3) 61965
Labasa. Fiji—Delailabasa (mail: Box 133)/ Tel. 82916
Lautoka, Fijl—5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ Tel. 61-633
Rakira, Fiji—Rewasa (mail: Box 129)/ Tel. 94243
Suva, Fiji—P.0. Box 6376, Nasinu/ Tel 391-282
Wellington, New Zealand—17 Kio Bay, Evans Bay Parade, Wellington (mail: P.O. Box 2753)/ Tel. (4) 861441
RESTAURANTS
Auckland, New Zealand—Gopal's, 15t fl., Civic House, 291 Queen St/ Tel (3) 34885
Christchurch, New Gopal's, 143 W ter SL/ Tel. 67-035
Lautoka, Fiji—Gopal's, Comer of Yasawa St. & Naviti St/ Tel. 62990
Suva, Fiji—Gopal's, Comer of Pratt St. & Joske St. (opp. Reserve Bank)/ Tel. 314154

AFRICA

Abeckuta, Nigeria—Ibadan Rd., Obantoko, behind NET (mail: R.O. Box 5177)
Abidjan, lvory Coast—01 BF B366, Abidjan

Accra, Ghana—582 Blk. 20, Odokor, Official Town (mail: R.O. Box 01568, Osu)

Buea, Cameroon—Southwest Province (mail: c/o Yuh Laban Nkesah, P and T, VHS)
Cape Town, South Africa—17 St. Andrews Rd. Rondeboesch 7700/ Tel (21) 689 1529

Kgetra)

Tel. (11) 280018
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for Krishna Consciousness

UND THE WORLD

ce A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Durban (Natal), S. Africa—Chatsworth Circle, Chatsworth 4030 (mail: P.O. Box 56003}/ Tel. (31) 435-815
Freetown, Slerra Leone—13 Bright St. Brookfields (mail: RO, Box 812, Freetown)
Johannesburg, South Africa—"Misty Hills,” Plot 69, Reitfontein Rd. (mail: PO. Box 723,
Muldersdrift (Tvl), 1747)/ Tel. (11) 666-2716
Harare, Zimbabwe—46 Crowhill Rd. (mail: RO. Box 2090)/ Tel. 8877801
Kitwe, Zambla—3122 Gandhi Close, Buyantanshi (mail: PO. Box 20242, Krtwe}! 'lel 215-630
Lagos, Nigerla—No. 2 Murtala Alrport
(mail: P.C. Box B793, Lagos)
Mauritius—123 Sir Guy Forget Ave., Quatre Bomes (mail: P.O. Box 108, Quatre Bomes, Mauritius)/ Tel. 46804
Mombasa, Kenya—Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: PO, Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ Tel. 312248
Nkawkaw, Ghana—P.0. Box 69, Nkawhkaw
Nairobi, Kenya—Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: RO. Box 28848, Nairobi)f Tel. 744365
Port Harcourt, Nigeria—2 Eligbam Rd. (comer of Obana Obhan St), GRA. Il
(mail: P.O. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)
Tokoradi, Ghana—84 Windy Ridge (mail: P.O. Box 328)
Warri, Nigeria—1 Ogunu St Bendel Housing Estate, Ugborikoro (P.O. Box 1922, Warri)/ Tel. 053-230-262
FARM COMMUNITY
Lusaka, Zambia—Plot 4/288 Chingololo Rd., Makeni (mail: PO. Box 35658, Lusaka)/ Tel. 210-578
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm)—Beau Bois, Bon Acceuil
RESTAURANT
Durban, 5. Africa—Govinda's (contact ISKCON Durban)

ASIA

INDIA
Agartala, Tripura—Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 793001
Ahmedabad, Gujarat—7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ Tel Tel. 449935
Bamanbore, Gujarat—NH. 8-B, Surendranagar
Bangalore, Karnataka—210 Bellary Road, Sadashiva Nagar, 560 080/ Tel. 361 539
Baroda, Gujarat—Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 015/ Tel. 326299
Bhubaneswar, Orissa—National Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/ Tel. 53125
Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. 626 860
Caicutta, W. Bengal—3 Albent Rd., 700 017/ Tel. 443757
Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ Tel. 44634
Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), W. Bengal—Thakur Haridas Sripatbari Sevashram, P.O. Chhaygharia,
5. Bongaon, Dist. 24 Paragonas
Gauhati, Assam—Pos! Bag No. 127, Gauhati 781 001
Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ Tel. 551018
Imphal, Manipur—Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001
Madras, Tamil Nadu—589, Burkit Rd,, T. Nagar, Madras-17/ Tel. 443266
Miyipur, W. Bengal—Shree Mayipur Chandrodaya Mandir, PO. Shree Maydipur Dham (Dist. Nadia)
Moirang, Manipur—HNongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd.
Nagpur, Maharashtra—70 Hill Road, Ramnagar, 440 010/ Tel. 33513
New Delhi—M-119 Greater Kailash 1, New Delhi 110 048/ Tel. 6412058
Hare Krishna Asrama, across Ch
Patna, Bihar—Rajendra Nagar Road No. 12, 800 016/ Tel 50765
Pune, Maharashtra—a4 Tarapoor Rd., Camr., 411 001/ Tel, 60124 and 64003
Slichar, Assam—Ambikapatti, Silchar, 7BB004, Cachar Distrct
Siliguri, W. Bengal—Subash Pally, Siliguri
Surat, Gujarat—Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, Surat, 395 005/ Tel. 84215
Tirupati, A.P.—KT Road, Vinayaka Nagar 517 501/ Tel. 2285
Trlnndn.lm. Kerala—T.C. 24/1485, W’C Hospital Rd,, Thycaud, 695 014/ Tel. 68197

413 304

ga River, Dist. S

Jammu and r, Udh 182 101/ Tel. 496 PP
Vrindavana, U.P.—Krishna-Balaram M.andn. Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathurd/ Tel. 178
FARM COHMUNITIES
Ah: Gujarat Seva Ashram, Odhav Rd, (near Octioi Naka), Odhav, 886 382

Ahmedabad District, Gujarat—Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)
Cl M 78 Kri Dham, District Gadhachirodi, 442 603
Hyderabad, A.P.—P.0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Taluc, Hyderabad District, 501 401
Méaydpur, W. Bengal—{contact Mayapur)

RESTAURANTS
A a's (at Hare Knshna Land)
Hrish Mandir G
OTHER COUNTHIES
Bali, Jalan 17, Renon, D

Bangkok, Thailand —139, Soi Puttha-Osoth, New Road/ Tel 233-2488

Chittagong, Bangladesh—Caitanya Cultural Society, Sri Pundarik Dham, Mekhala, Hathazari/ Tel. 108
(city office and mail: 23 Nandan Kanan, Chittagong)/ Tel. 20-2219

Colombo, Sri Lanka—188 New Chetty St, Colombo 13/ Tel. 33325

Hong Kong—27 Chatam Road South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel. 3-7396818

Jakarta, Yayasan d; Krsna JL Kamboja 10-12, Tomang Raya/ Tel. 589 301

Kathmandu, Nepal—Vishnu Gaun Panchayat Ward No. 2, Budhanilkantha/ Tel. 4-10388

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia—Lot 9201, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,
Petaling/ Tel. 730172

Manila, Philippines—170 R. Femandez, San Juan, Metro Manila/ Tel. 707410

Taipel, Talwan—{mail: c/o ISKCON Hong Kong)

Tehran, ran—Keshavarz-Dehkedeh Ave.. Kamran St No. 58/ Tel. 858870

Tel Aviv, Israel—{17 B] Gordon St, P.O. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480/ Tel. 03-238-239

Tokyo, Japan—2-41-12 lzumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo T1688/ Tel. (3) 327-1541

FARM COMMUNITY
Cebu, Philippines (Hare Krishna 231 P, b

Rd., Basak, Mandaue City/ Tel. 83254

Sovinda’s, 26 i St

LATIN AMERICA

BRAZIL
Belém, PA—Av. Genlil rt, 1002 (entre Gi & Quintino B.
Belo Horizante, MG—Av. Gentilio Vargas, 167, Funciondrios/ Tel. (031) 223-2776
Brasilia, DF—HIGS 706-Bloco C, Casa 29/ Tel. (081) 242-7579
Campo Grande, M5—Rua Carlos Chagas, 32-Caicara

Tel (091) 222-1886

Campos, RJ—Av. Bezamath, 35, Pq. Calitémia
Curitiba, PR—Av. 7 de Setembro, 1594, Allo da Rua 15/ Tel. (041) 264-6634
Floriandpolis, SC—Rua Duarte Schutel, 61-Centro
Fortaleza, CE—Rua José Laurengo, 2114, Aldeota/ Tel. (085) 244-7068
Golania, GO—Rua 88-C, No. 2-Setor Sul/ Tel. (062) 241-7492
Manaus, AM—Rua dos Andradas, 465, Centro/ Tel (092) 233-3709
Pérto Alegre, RS—Rua Dr. Thimateo, 753-Moinhos de Vento
Ribeirdo Preto, SP—Rua Cerqueira Cesar, 480, Centro
Rio de Janeiro, RJ—Ladeira da Gldria, 98, Gléria/ Tel. (021) 285-5643
Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adomo, 17, Brotas/ Tel. (071) 244-1072
Santos, SP—Hua Nabuco de Aradjo, 151-Embaré/ Tel, (0132) 21-3596
Sao Jose dos Campos, SP—Rua Parand, 266-Vila Maria
Sdo Paulo, SP—Rua Bom Pastor, 798, Ipiranga (mail: C. P. 4855)/ Tel. (011) 63-1674
Sdo Paulo, SP (Centro Cultural)—Rua Htavuri, 269-Indlanapolis
Sorocaba, SP—Rua Cesario Motta, 130, Ceniro
Vitéria, ES—Rua Chafic Murad, 218, Praia do Sod/ Tel. (027) 227-9860
FARM COMMUNITIES
Caruaru, Pernambuco—Distrito de Murici {(mail: Rua do Norte, 61, Sala 3, Centra)
SP (New }—Bairro Riberao Grande (mail: Caixa Postal 108,
CE.F' 12.400) Tel. (0122) 42-5002
RESTAURANT
Belém, Para {Sri Krgna Prasdda)—Av. Gentil Bittencourt, Passagem Mac Dowell, 96 (entre Dr. Morais
& Benjamin Constant/ Tel (091) 222-1886

MEXICO
Guadalajara—Pedro Moreno 1791, Sector Juarez, Jalisco/ Tel. 26-12-78
Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miquel Chapultepec, Mexico, D.F. 18/ Tel. (905) 271-0132
Mexico City—Govinda's Cultural Center, Insurgentes Sur 2384-1, Mexico City 01000 D.F./ Tel. 548-9323
Monterrey—Zaragoza 1007, nte. Zona centro/ Tel. 74-69-76
Morelia—Ticateme No. 52 pte., Col. Selix Ireta 58070, Moreliz, Mich,
Vera Cruz—Calle 3, Careb No. 784, Fracci ienito Reforma/ Tel. 50759

FARM COMMUNITY

Tulacingo, Hidalgo (Nueva Gauga-Mandala Bhimi)—{contact ISKCON Mexico City)

PERU
Arequipa—Jerusalen 402/ Tel. 229523
Cuzco—San Juan de Dios 285/ Tel 222353
Lima—Pasaje Solea 101 Santa Maria-Chosica/ Tel. 910891
Lima—=Schell 615 Miraflores
Trujilo—Bolivar 738/ Tel 258523

FARM COMMUNITY

Hare Krishna-Correo De Bella Vista—DPFTO De San Martin

RESTAURANTS

quipa—{at ISKCON
Cuzco—Espaderos 128
Lima—Schell 634 Miraflores

OTHER COUNTRIES
Bogota, Colombia—Calle 634, #10-62, Chapinero/ Tel. 249-5797
Bogota, Colombia—Transversal 1a, #56-22, Alto Chapinero/ Tel. 255-8742
Buenos Aires, Arg -Coniro B 2054, (1431)
Cali, Colombia—Avenida 2 EN, # 24N-39/ Tel. 68-88-53
Caracas, Venezuela—Prolongacion Ave. Las Paimas, Calle Capriles, Quinta Pollta/ Tel 782-1939
Christ Church, Barbados—31 Goodland Park/ Tel. (809) 42-84209
Cochabamba, Bolivia—FP.0. Box 3988/ Tel. 46441
Concepclon, Chile—Nongien, 588/ Tel. 23150
Cérdoba, Argentina—Montevideo 950, Paso de los Andes/ Tel, (051) 262229
Crabwood Creek, Guﬂm-—{imnl 1803, Sec. D, Corentyne, Eerbu:e
Cunm;n & Gral. Barrio-las-C
quibo Coast, Guyana—New Navadvipa Dham, M E
Georgetown, Guyana—24 Uitviugt Front, West Coast Demerara
Postal 1534
Velez 19?5 b Carchi & Tulcan)/ Tel. 36-16-47
La Paz, Bolivia—Calle 16 Obrajes 460 (mail: P.O. Box 10278/ Tel. 783556
Montevideo, Uruguay—Pablo de Maria 1427
Panama, Republic of Panama—Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA No. 10
(mail: P.O. Box 6-29-54, Panama)/ Tel. 31-2057
Pereira, Colombia—Carrera 5a, #19-36/ Tel, 42769
Quito, Ei Carron 641 A Tel. 520466
Rosario, Centro B i Ci 925, Rosario 2000
Santa Cruz Bolivia—P.0. Box 4920/ Tel. 40146 (31571)
San Jose, Costa Rica—Ceniro Cultural govinda, 235 mirs. norte del Banco Anglo, San Pedro
{mail: Apdo. 166, 1002)/ Tel. 34- 121&
San Salvador, El Vel Ini ia 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Americana, San Salvador (mail: Fr;l Elox 1506)/ Tel, 25-96-17
Santlage, Chila—| Manued Canrallo 771, Nunoa/ Tel. 392734
Santo D blic—Calle Cayetano Rodriquez Mo. 254
Trinidad and Tobngc. Waest I “.. Prabh Ave, L ille, Chaguanas
FARM COMMUNITIES
Buenos Aires, Argentina (Bhaktilata Puri)—contact Centro Bhaktivedanta, Buenos Aires)
Colombia :Numru Mathura)—Cruzero del Guali, Municipio de Caloto, Valle del Cauca/ Tel. 612688 en Cali
dor (Nuevo {contact ISKCON Guayaquil)
Il Village, C: East Berbice
SanJuse Costa Rica—Granja Nueva Goloka Vrindavana, Carretera a Paraiso, de la entrada del Jardin Lancaster {por
Calle Concava), 200 metros as sur (mano derecha) Cartago (mail: Apdo. 166, 1002)/ Tel. 51-8752
San Salvador, El Salvador—Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapatitan, Dplo. de La Libertad
RESTAURANTS
Cuenca, Ecuador—Govinda's, Annexo Hotel, Crespo
-Callejor a una cuadra abajo de Gualel, Panajachel Solola
Guayaquil, Ecuador—Govinda's (contact ISKCON Guayaquil)
La Paz, Bolivia—Restaurant Marijari, Calle Potosi 1315, esq. Colén
San Salvador, El Salvador—25 Avenida Norte 1132
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—Restaurant Govinda's, Calle Florida 594, esq. Cafioto
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—Snack Govinda, Av. Argomosa (1 anillo), esq. Bolivar

las/ Tel. (O7) 82-93-58
Coast
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Save some for us! Actually, the calf needs only about a tenth of its mother’s milk. The rest is ours.

CONSIDER THE COWS

Text and photos by VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

he sanctity of cows and

bulls is a frequently
misunderstood tenet of the
Vedic tradition. This tenet is not
grounded in mythology or senti-
ment. Adherents of the Vedic
culture appreciate the valuable
service cows and bulls render
human beings by providing milk
and tilling the land, and they
know that, of all animals, cows
and bulls are especially dear to
Lord Krsna, who is also known

26 BACK TO GODHEAD

as Govinda, or “one who gives
pleasure to the cows.”
Gita-nagari, a farm commu-
nity of Krsna devotees in central
Pennsylvania, is home for
around 150 cows, bulls, and
calves. These animals will never
see a slaughterhouse, even when
they are old and unproductive,
for the devotees at Gita-nagari
will not forget the service the
cows once rendered and Lord
Krsna’s fondness for them.

The Gita-nagari scenes on
these pages are accompanied by
texts, sometimes paraphrased,
from the writings of His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada. Srila
Prabhupada mentions cows and
bulls many times in his books, '
sometimes indirectly, as in
analogies, and other times
directly, in explaining the prac-
tical functioning of an ideal
agrarian community.



“The Lord is so merciful that He gives
His devotee all protection, just as a cow
gives milk to a newly born calf.”
—-Srlmld-Bhng,avutnm 4.9.17, purport

Retired with dignity, Gita-nagari cows are allowed to
grow old and die a natural death.

“No one likes an old man
who is unable to earn in the
family, just as the farmer
does not like an old bull who
has ceased to work. It is judi-
cious, therefore, to give up
family attachment before one
attains old age and take shel-
ter of the Supreme Lord.”

— Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.30. 13, purport

“The entire world is con-
trolled by the Supreme Lord
Jjust as a bull is controlled by
a rope in its nose.”
—Srimad-Bhagavatsm 6.3.12

“This way fella!” It really doesn’t hurt, and it’s the time-honored way of
getting a bull to go where you want him to.

BACKTOGODHEAD 2



A team of oxen plow the fields at Gita-nagari.
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“The blood of the cow
is very nutritious, but
civilized men utilize
it in the form of milk.
Milk is nothing but
cow’s blood trans-
formed. This is civil-
ized life—not directly
killing an animal and
eating its flesh.”

—The Science of
Self-Realization, p. 13

This is where it comes from—not from the dairy cooler at your
local supermarket.

“The cow is the mother because

Jjust as one sucks the breast of

one’s mother, human society

. takes cow’s milk. Similarly, the
bull is the father of human so-
ciety because the father earns
for the children just as the bull
tills the ground to produce food
grains. Human society will kill
its spirit of life by killing the
father and the mother.”
—Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.2.29, purport

>

Gita-nagari cows each produce about eight gallons
of milk a day.
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After a day of tilling, Rasala dasa and his wife, Sita-devi dasi, rest with their animals.

BACK TO GODHEAD

“Vedic culture has
taken advantage of
keeping cows and chant-
ing the holy name of
Visnu since the begin-
ning of history, and
persons who are still
following the Vedic
ways, especially the
householders, keep at
least one dozen cows.”
—Krsna, Vol. I, p. 68

During one of many annual festivals at Gita-nagari Sai
a much-relished delicacy: molasses-and-grain balls,



“In the human form of life,
one should not endeavor for
unnecessary necessities, but
should live a very simple life,
Just maintaining body and
soul together. Instead of
hankering for more and more
money, sincere devotees of
the Lord try to find some
ways to earn their livelihood,
and when they do so, Krsna
helps them. Earning one’s
livelihood, therefore, is not a
problem. The real problem is
how to get free from the
bondage of birth, death, and
old age.”

—Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.14.5, purport

e e R L R R

gari, Saranam dasi—with mixed pleasure and surprise—feeds a cow
alls.
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Divorcing
he Daughter
Of Time

Man’s quest for the
elixir of immortality goes on,
and old age continues to
shatter his hopes.

by ANANTA-SAKTI DASA

Mi rror, mirror on the wall, who's
the fairest of them all?

“Not me, that’s for sure,” I muse
while a grim countenance stares back
at me from the bathroom mirror. As
the years advance, crow’s feet spread
from the corners of the eyes, varicose
veins discolorthe once clear skin,and
the teeth are a constant concern. In
the medicine cabinet are fortifiers for
the over-forties and tonics to cure fall-
inghhair—justahintofthingstocome.

Old age. the “daughter of time,” en-
croaches upon us all, whether we like
it or not. This unwelcome lady is at-
tended by many maidservants, such
as deafness, arthritis, and senility.
Her first flirtation staggers our steps
and slackens our skin. We make futile
attempts to forestall her advances
with cosmetic surgery and organ trans-
plants. Old ladies with pink permed
hair and powder masks carefully dis-
guise body odors with heavy scents
and weargloves and glittering rings to
distract our eyes from their withering
skin.

Alas! All this is vanity, a sad mas-
querade forold age. She is irresistible
and compels us tosurrenderto herin-
creasing demands, until as unwilling
victims we are easily delivered into
the hands of death.

There is nothing as effective as old
age for dispelling the myth of eternal
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youth in this world. Even the yogi, who
by virtue of breath control lives for
hundreds ofyears—he too musteven-
tually vacate his mortal frame.

Yet in spite of the facts being what
they are, the aspiration for eternal
youth is intrinsic to each of us, just as
sweetness is present in each grain of
sugar.

Is eternal youth an impossible
dream, an imagination contrived to
defeat despair? The perfect answer
is given by the perfect person, Lord
Krsna, God Himself. In Bhagavad-
gita (2.20), Lord Krsna addresses
Arjuna, His dear friend and devotee:

na jayate mriyate va kadacin

nayaw bhitva bhavita va na bhiayah
ajo nityah sasvato 'yam purano

na hanyate hanyamane Sarire

“Forthe soul there is neither birth nor
death at any time. He has not come
into being, does not come into being,
and will not come into being. He is
unborn, eternal, ever-existing, and
primeval. He is not slain when the
body is slain.”

The terms young and old refer only
to the temporary body and not to the
soul. One who s free from bodily con-
sciousnesscandiscoverthe ever-fresh
nature of the soul.

The key to this desirable state of
consciousness is to understand that
as spirit souls we are eternally frag-
mental parts of the supreme spirit
soul,Lord Krsna,and thatournatural
relationship with Him is one ofloving
service. When we act on this knowl-
edge, we can enjoy unlimited happi-
ness in relationship with the Supreme
Lord.

Lord Krsna, although the oldest
person, is celebrated as nava-yauvana,
an eternally fresh youth. He is Go-
vinda, giver of pleasure to the senses,
and He is Adi-purusa, the original
enjoyer. Thus Krsna is the fountain of
eternal youth from which we desire to
drink deep. Ifweenter Hisloving serv-
ice, especiallybychanting Hisnames,
we gain His association and become
rejuvenated. E3
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

Godly Qualities, Ungodly Qualities

This conversation between His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
and some of his disciples took place in New
Vrindaban, West Virginia, on June 26, 1976.

Disciple [reading from Bhagavad-gita As It
Is, /6.1]: “The Supreme Personality of
Godhead said: ‘Fearlessness; purifica-
tion of one’s existence; cultivation of
spiritual knowledge; charity; self-control;
performance of sacrifice; study of the Ve-
das; austerity; simplicity; nonviolence:
truthfulness; freedom from anger; renun-
ciation; tranquillity; aversion to faultfind-
ing; compassion for all living entities;
freedom from covetousness; gentleness;
modesty; steady determination; vigor: for-
giveness; fortitude: cleanliness; and free-
dom from envy and from the passion for
honor—these transcendental qualities, O
son of Bharata, belong to godly men en-
dowed with divine nature.” ”

Purport, by Srila Prabhupada: “In the
beginning of the Fifteenth Chapter. the
banyan tree of this material world was ex-
plained. The extra roots coming out of it
were compared to-the activities of the liv-
ingentities, some auspicious, some inaus-
picious. In the Ninth Chapter, also. the
devas, or godly, and the asuras, the un-
godly, or demons, were explained. Now,
according to the Vedic rites, activities
in the mode of goodness are considered
auspicious for progress on the path of
liberation. . ..~
Srila Prabhupada: The defect of modern
civilization is that people have no idea
about liberation. Nor have they any idea
aboutthe transmigration of the soul. Atits
very root. this civilization is defective.

People are thinking just like animals.
The dogis thinking, “I am this dog body. I
am born a dog and I'll die—everything
finished.” He cannot realize that "I can
alsotake on ahumanbody.” He cannot re-
alize that.

So in this modern civilization, people
cannot even realize that there is a nextlife
and we can go to other planets, such as the
moon. Sarva-ga: the living entity has the
tendency to travel widely., to many situa-
tions. Artificially people are trying, but
they do not know the proper method. As
Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita, yanti deva-
vrata devan pitin yanti pitr-vratah/ bhatani
yanti bhatejya yanti mad-yajino pi mam:
“Those who worship the demigods will
take birth among the demigods: those
who worship the ancestors goto the ances-

tors; those who worship ghosts and spirits
will take birth among such beings; and
those who worship Me will live with Me.”

People do not know this, Although they
have gotthe tendency to go to higher plan-
ets, they do not know how to go. They do
notknow positively what are the positions
of the various material planets or Vai-
kunthaloka, the spiritual planets. They do
not know about liberation or the next life,
transmigration—nothing of the sort. Sim-
ply like dogs.

Now, consider this point—whether I'm
speaking rightly or wrongly. I know I am
speaking the right thing, but if you dis-
agree, then you can discuss it amongst
yourselves.

Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, many people
think that “liberation™ has nothing to do
with spiritual realization. It just means
you can do anything you like—free from
any consequences.

Srila Prabhupada: That is rascaldom.
That is rascaldom. For instance, in a
prison, if a prisoner thinks that he can do
whatever he likes, that is rascaldom. That
is going on. This modern civilization is
rascaldom. Everyone is seeing daily that
he’s under the control of material nature,
andstill he thinks that “Icandowhateverl
like.” That is rascaldom.

Disciple: The so-called Christian concep-
tion of salvation is based not so much on
attraction for the transcendental reality as
on fear of hell.

Srila Prabhupada: This may be the official
Christian conception, but the mass of
people are noteven afraid of hell. They do
not even know what hell is. Because they
are living in hell already.

You remember the humorous story.
When a miner in Sheffield, England.
heard some preacher’s description of hell,
he remained undisturbed.

“So hell is damp and dark? Oh, well. it
is damp and dark here in our mine. What
is the difference between hell and our
mine?”

When the miner was informed that in
hell there is no newspaper, only then did
he become disturbed.

“Horrible! How can anyone live with-
out a newspaper?”

So people’s hellish condition is here
now. Earlier, some of you were describing
about the hellish conditions in factories.
So people are working in factories—what
do they care about hell?

“Evenifl go to hell, I will geta good sal-
ary, that’s all. Money is required. Then I
can drink nicely.”

But the transcendental reality is here
also. Krsna’s standard is here. But this
transcendental qualification, abhayam
sattva-samsuddhih, fearlessness and puri-
fication of one’s existence— "What is
that?” It does not appeal to people. It does
notstrike them atall. And yetin the Lord’s
estimation, these qualities are the high
qualities. Is it not?

“Fearlessness and purification of one’s
existence,” the Lord requires of us. But
who is fearless? Everyone is fearful. Fear-
lessness is a godly quality, but today who
understands it? Ahdra-nidra-bhaya-
maithunam ca: rather, all that people un-
derstand is eating, sleeping, mating, and
defending, or fearing. This is animal life.
To eat, to sleep, to have sex, and to become
fearful—this is animal life. And so Krsna
says one has to become fearless. But who
cares about it? People are thinking that to
become fearless means to keep a gun. Of
course, that is also one way. [Laughter.]

And as for purification of one’s exis-
tence, here also people do not know any-
thing. When someone falls sick he wants
to go to a doctor and become purified. But
his whole life is impure—that he doesn’t
know. You see. Because people’s very exis-
tence is impure, they are subjected to
birth, death, old age, and disease. That
they do not know. E3

(To be continued.)
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THE SENSES

(continued from page 13)
Killers, even if they claim to be very reli-
gious, cannot understand the soul. They
are simply fanatics. They cannot under-
stand whatis the soul orwhatis God. They
have some theories and they think they
are religious, but what is actually sin,
what are pious activities—these things
they cannot understand because they are
animal-killers. It is not possible.
Therefore Lord Buddha propagated
ahimsa, nonviolence. He saw that the
whole human race was going to hell by
this animal-killing. He thought, “Let me
stop them so that in the future they may
become sober.” He was compassionate in
two ways: First, he was very compassion-
ate toward the poor animals who were
being killed. And he was also compas-
sionate toward the people. He thought,
“The wholehumanraceisgoingtohell. So
let me do something.” He was an incarna-

tion of God, but because the people’s
brains could not tolerate the existence of
the soul, he had to deny it. Thus he did not
say anything about the soul or God. He
said, “Never mind that animals have no
soul. Just stop killing them. When I pinch
you, you feel pain, so why should you give
pain to others?”

Lord Buddha also denied the authority
of the Vedas, because the Vedas sometimes
recommend killing animals in sacrifice.
Actually, the animals are rejuvenated,
given a new body, but still Lord Buddha
did not accept animal-killing in sacrifice.
Therefore it is said, nindasi yajiia-vidher
ahaha Sruti-jatam: “Lord Buddha criti-
cized the sacrifices described in the
Vedas.” Why? Sadaya-hrdaya darsita pasu-
ghatam: “Because He was sokind and com-
passionate toward the animals who were
beingkilled.” Thatis Krsna consciousness.

God is very kind, very compassionate.
He does not like to see any living entity
suffer. But when there is a necessity, He

cankill. His killing and our killing are dif-
ferent, however, because He is all good.
Anyone killed by Krsna immediately gets
salvation.

So,here Krsnaisencouraging Arjunato
fight on the basis of the eternal existence
of the soul. Krsna says, “You cannot mea-
sure the soul, but the soul is there, and it is
imperishable. On the other hand, the
body is perishable. Even if you do not
fight, you cannot save the bodies of your
grandfather and teacher and others. To-
day or tomorrow they will die. So dis-
charge your duty and fight,”

The main point Krsna wants Arjuna to
understand is that he must fight, that he
must discharge his duty as a ksatriya [war-
rior] and notbe overwhelmed by lamenta-
tion because of bodily destruction. In
summary, Krsna tells Arjuna, “The body
is different from the soul. So don’t think
that the soul will be killed. Just stand up
and fight.” This is Krsna’s instruction.

Thank you very much.

A Flower

(continued from page 10)
may sound extraordinary, but suppose
you pickan apple from a tree and offeritto
God—from His point of view, the tree has
offered that apple. A tree is a living soul,
just like you or me. It’s a spiritual person
with a tree’s body. So when the apple is of-
fered,it'sasifthe soulinthe treeis offering
it. Krsna takes it like that. So the person in
the tree’s body benefits. When the apple is
offered to Krsna on the altar in the temple
orin your home, it becomes transformed.
It becomes spiritualized or “Krsna-ized.”
Ifyoutakeanironbarand putitintoa fire,
it becomes “fire-ized”"—red-hot. If you
takeitoutofthe fire, it will act justlike fire.
Similarly, an apple becomes spiritual-
ized when it’s offered to Krsna. It may
seem like an ordinary apple, but it has a
greatly different effect on the person who
eats it. When you take a poker out of a fire,
it may seem like ordinary iron, but it acts
differently when you touch something
with it. So food that's been offered to
Krsna becomes spiritualized, and anyone
who eats it will experience his conscious-
ness becoming purified, spiritualized.
Because God is spiritual and every-
thing comes from Him, everything is

really spiritual; it has simply become cov-
ered by a material curtain. By offering
something back to God, the material cur-
tainis removed, and the object’s real spiri-
tual potential is revealed.

Even tiny material things like atoms
can release seemingly unlimited energy.
From the study of quantum mechanics we
learn that on the subatomic level so many
amazing things go on that defy our ability
tocomprehend. So, thoughitishard toun-
derstand, ultimately everything is spiri-
tual. But when something is severed from
God, it becomes material.

In other words, it's a question of con-
sciousness. If I look at something in rela-
tionship to me, then I see it as material be-
cause I'm limited. Even spiritually I'm
limited, what to speak of materially. The
soul is infinitesimally small, or limited,
whereas God is infinite, or unlimited. In
fact, God is both infinite and infinitesi-
mal. In the Vedic literature it is described
thatallliving beings, whetherin the forms
of humans, trees, or bugs, are infinitesi-
mal aspects of God. When the infinitesi-
mal is linked up with the infinite, the
infinitesimal has unlimited potential. But
when the infinitesimal part of God sepa-
rates from God, he is left to his limited de-
vices. Asparkin a fire shares the total heat

ofthe fire, butifit falls out of the fire, it be-
comes an ember and dies.

Potentially the spark can be putbackin
the fire at any time and glow again, buton
its own it loses its glowing quality. Simi-
larly a soul can become almost like a dead
rock. In atree’s body, for instance, the soul
is in a sort of suspended animation, even
though it possesses great potential spiri-
tual energy.

Krsna consciousness is a practical pro-
cess of reviving our spirituality. It is said
that “You are what you eat.” So if you eat
spiritualized food that’s been offered to
Krsna, gradually your body will also be-
come spiritualized, and you will be better
able to understand God.

What to speak of understanding God,
many people can’t even understand that
they have a soul. For persons who are very
materialistic—like those who constantly
eat meat—it’s extremely difficult to un-
derstand the difference between matter
andspirit. Anyone cansay, “Ilove God"or
“I know God.” but to actually understand
God is another thing. One has to have
spiritualized intelligence to understand
spiritual subject matters. So eating food
that's been offered to God is a very impor-
tant aspect of spiritual life.

(To be continued.)

NOTES

(continued from page 36)

At the present moment, throughout the
entire world, the atheists are extremely
numerous. . . . Thus the material world is
becoming more and more godless, and con-
sequently everything is in a disturbed con-
dition. If this continues, the Supreme

Personality of Godhead will certainly take
action, as He did in the case of the demon
Hiranyakasipu. . . . The demons should
therefore be careful and curtail their god-
less civilization. . .. Otherwise they are
doomed. . . . The godless civilization can
be destroyed at any moment.

Since the stakes are so high, it behooves

an intelligent person to look thoroughly
into the available information on theism,
even if it means going outside traditional
Western sources. In an age characterized
by irreligion, the Krsna consciousness
movement is serving humanity by re-
mindingusofthe validity and importance
of the theistic way.—SDG
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Divine and Demoniac

ccording to the Bhagavad-gita

(16.6), there are two kinds of
created beings: “One is called the divine
and the other demoniac.” The Sanskrit
for “divine” is sura, which denotes the
theist, whereas asura means “atheist.”
The consequences of belonging to one
or the other of these two classes is very
serious, and perhaps for this reason
many persons try to look for a middle
ground, such as agnosticism or
impersonalism.

It is unfortunate that nowadays
theism is often described as mere faith.
Sometimes it is contrasted with modern
science, as if science were verifiable
truth, and religion simply blind faith.
Yet physicists, chemists, and
mathematicians also require faith in the
axiomatic principles of their systems.
Similarly, faith is required for
beginning to hear the science of God
from the bona fide spiritual master and
from the Vedic literatures. But faith is
not everything. In theism there is
certainly a verifiable process whereby
one can know his advancement in
spiritual life.

I can recall my own position as a
professed agnostic and how I became
convinced of theism by Srila
Prabhupada. My case was a typical
example of how the bona fide spiritual
master can create faith in the
faithless.

Srila Prabhupada attacked my doubts
from many fronts. In the beginning I
did not accept the Vedic scriptures as
absolute proof, but I was interested in
hearing reasonable explanations. Srila
Prabhupada explained that God is the
supplier and maintainer of life in the
universe. All around us we find an
expert arrangement for water, light,
and food. Water is stored in the
oceans, but when it is needed for
human use, it is evaporated into the
clouds and delivered as distilled
water.

Similarly, there are natural supplies
of heat and food. These supplies are not
produced by man, and neither is it
feasible to say that they all come about
by chance. Rather. the universe is
maintained by very exact management.
If the sun were to deviate from its orbit
and come even slightly closer to the
earth, all life would be annihilated in
fire; if the sun were to go slightly farther
away from the earth, everything would
become frozen to death. The abundant
evidence of supply and control strongly
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indicates the presence of an intelligent
force behind life and nature. Examples
like these had occurred to me even
before I met Srila Prabhupada, but
when I heard them from him, with his
conviction and deep appreciation of the
Supreme Lord, they had a new effect on
me.

Before I met Srila Prabhupada, I had
only a vague awareness of the Vedic
scriptures. I had heard that they were
the oldest spiritual writings on earth.
From Srila Prabhupada I began to
gradually understand their comprehen-
siveness. For example, the Vedas discuss
two types of transcendental knowledge:
impersonalism and personalism.
Although the Vedas declare both to be
features of the Absolute Truth, the
personal feature of God is revealed as
the highest. (See Bhagavad-gita As It Is,
12.1-3.) The science of the atma, or
soul, the laws of karma, the varieties of
yoga, the ultimate goal of eternity, bliss,
and knowledge—all these and much
more is given in the Vedic texts. The
more I heard the Vedic wisdom, the
better I liked it.

Vedic scriptures not only teach us
that the Supreme Personality of
Godhead exists, but they inform us of
God in His original, confidential form
as Lord Krsna. From Srila Prabhupada
I also learned of the eternal abode of
Krsna, where He engages in pastimes of
love with His pure devotees.

Srila Prabhupada further explained
that the present millennium is known
as Kali-yuga, an age of degradation.
But the Supreme Lord has given a
benediction to the people of Kali-yuga
in the form of the chanting of the holy
names of God, the Hare Krsna mantra.
The chanting is a special way to
approach Lord Krsna by which even
less qualified persons become
successful.

In addition to hearing logical
examples from the spiritual master and
learning the Vedic scriptures from him,
I received further blows to my atheistic
doubts when I learned about the
disciplic succession of great spiritual
teachers. The names and lives of many
persons who have succeeded in
becoming liberated from the ungodly
nature are given throughout the Vedic
literature. I learned of great philoso-
phers, such as Narada and Vyasa, who
could analyze the difference between
matter and spirit, and who found out
the Absolute Truth by strength of

intellectual reasoning as well as mystic
devotion. I also read of yogrs, like
Brahma and Kardama, who tran-
scended the relative material world
through meditation and were able to
directly associate with Krsna and His
internal energies.

When I learned of sages like Vyasa,
the compiler of the Vedas, and
Sukadeva Gosvami, his son, who spoke
the science of God in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, and as I began to realize
that there is a long chain of teachers
after them that extends into the modern
age, with writers such as Madhva
(A.D. 1239-1319), Ramanuja (A.D. 1017-
1137), and Lord Caitanya and His
followers, 1 began to consider these
gurus the best examples to follow. My
affection for Western writers and
thinkers paled in comparison to my
growing appreciation for the poets,
saints, and military heroes of the
theistic Vedas.

The greatness of the sages themselves
is therefore another evidence of the
existence of God as the Supreme
Person, exactly as stated in the Vedic
literature. As Srila Prabhupada used
to say. “We should not think that sages
like Vyasadeva would insert fairy
tales or mythologies into their
literature.”

Besides reading the teachings and the
authentic histories of the ancient sages,
a person is fortunate if he can actually
meet a bona fide spiritual master.
Before I met Srila Prabhupada, I was
an asura, not only because of my
intellectual doubt about God, but also
because I was addicted to the ungodly
habits of the asuras. Indeed, I fit the
description given in the Bhagavad-gita—
“Those who are demoniac do not know
what is to be done and what is not to be
done. Neither cleanliness nor proper
behavior nor truth is found in
them.”

But by following the teachings of
Srila Prabhupada, I soon was able to
give up at least the gross manifesta-
tions of sinful activities, such as illicit
sex, intoxication, and meat-eating,
and I prepared myself for the real
work of human life—to act in
devotional service for the pleasure of
the Supreme.

Regarding the serious consequences
of belonging either to the godly or the
ungodly class, Srila Prabhupada writes
in the Srimad-Bhagavartam (7.8.31):

(continued on page 35)
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Godhead s Light.

“The process of going back home, back
to Godhead, is to hear about the Supreme
Lord and His name, form, attributes, pas-
times, paraphernalia, and variegatedness.
Foolish people do not know this. They
want to hear something about the name,
form, etc., of everything temporary, and
they do not know how to utilize this pro-
pensity of hearing for the ultimate good.”
—From Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.1.2, purport)

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupéada
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SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED

~ BEFORE ~ AFTER

One thing’s sure about the Sunday Feast—you’ll never leave hungry. The
food—an all-vegetarian fare offered with love to Lord Krsna—is just too good
toresist. And there’s always plenty for everyone. The food is known as prasa-
dam, or “mercy,” and although it isn’t all there is to the Sunday Feast, it's an
important part. Lord Caitanya, who is Krsna Himself and who appeared only
five hundred years ago, gave us the most enjoyable process of self-
realisation: chanting and singing the names of God, dancing for His pleasure,
and refreshing ourselves with His purifying prasadam. You'll find all this and
more at the Sunday Feast. So for an experience that’s sure to satisfy you—
from your taste buds to your soul—come to the Sunday Feast, held every
week at Hare Krsna centers around the world. (See list of centers inside.)



