Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to America
in 1965, at age sixty-nine, to fulfill
his spiritual master’s request that
he teach the science of Krsna
consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world. In a
dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation
and commentary on India’s Vedic
literature, and these are now
standard in universities world-
wide. Meanwhile, traveling
almost nonstop, Srila Prabhupada
molded his international society
into a worldwide confederation of
asramas, schools, temples, and
farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in Vrndavana, India,
the place most sacred to Lord
Krsna. His disciples are carrying
forward the movement he started.

BACK TO GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

When Srila Prabhupada began the Society (in New
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes

he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

1. To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge

to society at large and to educate all peoples in the

techniques of spiritual life in order to check the
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real
unity and peace in the world.

2. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re-
vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

3. To bring the members of the Society together
with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime
entity, thus developing the idea within the

members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).

. To teach and encourage the sarikirtana

movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

. To erect for the members and for society at large

a holy place of transcendental pastimes
dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

. To bring the members closer together for the

purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
of life.

. With a view toward achieving the aforementioned

purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,
books, and other writings.
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“Fhisls

Perfect Knowledee”

Real knowledge begins with freedom from identification
with the body—the source of all our suffering.

A lecture in London, England, on August 20, 1973

by HIS DIVINE GRACE

A. C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

Founder-Acdrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

matra-sparsas tu kaunteya
Stitosna-sukha-duhkha-dah
agamapayino ‘nityds
tashs titiksasva bharata

“O son of Kunti, the nonpermanent ap-
pearance of happiness and distress, and
theirdisappearance in due course, are like
the appearance and disappearance of
winter and summer seasons. They arise
from sense perception, O scion of Bha-
rata, and one must learn to tolerate them
without being disturbed.”
(Bhagavad-gita, 2.14)

his is a very important verse. In the
previous verse Krsna said, dehino
smin yatha dehe: “The living entity, the
soul, is within the body.” So the bodily
pains and pleasures are not the pains and
pleasures of the soul within. And when we
think the bodily pains and pleasures are
ours, this is simply due to our misidentifi-
cation with the body.
For example, suppose you are sitting in
anice motorcar, and a man in front of you
_ is pulling a ricksha. I have seen this in In-
£ dia. So, the ricksha has come in front of
3 the nice motorcar, and the driverof the car
g is shouting to the man drawing the rick-
_"E sha, “O ricksha, make way!” The man sit-
% tinginthe motorcaris thinkingthathe has
2 become a motorcar and that the man
& drawing the ricksha has become a rick-

sha. Actually, the man drawing the rick-
shais a human being, and the man sitting
inthe nice Rolls Roycecarisalsoahuman
being. But because the rascal is sittingin a
Rolls Royce car, he is thinking, “I am a
Rolls Royce, and he is a ricksha.” This is
the material conception oflife—toadopta
designation according to the body instead
of the soul.

So, when we get out of this bodily con-
ception of life, that is real knowledge.
Then we become a pandita, or brahmana.
As Lord Krsna says in the Bhagavad-gita
[5.19], vidya-vinaya-sampanne brahmane
gavi hastini/ $uni caiva sva-pake ca pan-
ditah sama-dar$inah: “One who is actually
apandita, alearned man, sees a brahmana,
acow, an elephant, a dog, and a dog-eater
equally, because he sees thateach of them
is a spirit soul, not the body.”

An actually learned man knows, ahan
brahmdasmi—"1 am Brahman, spirit.” And
he also knows that the individual Brah-
man, the spirit soul, is part and parcel of
the Supreme Brahman. One mustcome to
know, “I am not this body; I am spirit
soul.” Knowledge begins from there. If
one does not reach that point—aham
brahmdsmi—then he is an animal. The
animalsthink,“Iamacat,”“lamadog,™ "I
am this,” “I am that.” And an animallike
man thinks, “I am a ricksha,” “I am a
motorcar.” That is animalistic thinking.

But a learned person thinks, “I am not

this body; I am part and parcel of the Su-
preme Brahman.” And when you are fur-
ther advanced, you can understand, “I am
an eternal servant of Krsna.” This is per-
fect knowledge.

But the beginning is to know, “I am not
thisbody; Iam spiritsoul.” In this modern
world many rascals are passing as spiri-
tual leaders, but they do not know the very
first lesson of spiritual knowledge—that I
am not this body. These so-called leaders
are doing so many sinful acts for the satis-
faction of the body, and still they are pass-
ing as religious or spiritual. Nobody can
be spiritual or religious unless he under-
stands his spiritual identification.

In the Bhagavad-gita the last instruction
of Krsna issarva-dharman parityajya mam
ekamn Saranam vraja: “You rascals and
fools have created so many religious sys-
tems simply on the basis of bodily differ-
ences. That is notreligion. Real religion is
to know that I, Krsna, am the Supreme
Soul, Parabrahman, and that you are My
parts and parcels. So we have an intimate
relationship, like that between a father
and son. It is the son’s duty to obey the
father; therefore you should surrender to
Me, and I will protect you. That is the per-
fection of life.”

The bodily concept of life is so strong
that even big, big learned so-called reli-
gionists say that the animal has no soul.
Because the human body is very much
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advanced and has the power to kill ani-
mals, these so-called religionists speak
this nonsense—that the animals have no
soul. Why do animals have no soul? What
is the symptom of possessing a soul? Con-
sciousness. So if I am a conscious spirit
soul within this body, why does the poor
animal have no soul? He also has con-
sciousness. So what is the essential differ-
ence between the human being and the
animal that makes you say the animal has
no soul?

It is very easy to understand the exis-
tence of the soul withinthe body. As Krsna
says in the Bhagavad-gita, yena sarvam
idam tatam: “The soul spreads its influ-
ence all over the body.” Just as the sun
spreads sunshine all over the universe, so
God, the Supreme Soul, spreads His con-
sciousness all over the creation. Similarly,
since I am part and parcel of God, I am
also soul, and like the sun I spread my
“shining,” my consciousness, all over the
body (yena sarvam idam tatam).

Therefore, the proof of the soul’s exis-
tence is that consciousness is spread all
over my body. As soon as I pinch any part
of my body, I feel pain. Therefore itis to be
understood that the soul is there. When a
man is going to die, the doctor examines
the pulse or the heart, and if he finds that
they are still beating, that is the sign the
manis still living. Similarly, the proofthat
the soulis within my bodyisthatl can feel
pain and pleasure in my body.

So, the body in touch with conscious-
ness feels pain and pleasure. Otherwise,
what is this body? It is simply a lump of
matter. Earth, water, fire, air—a combina-
tion of material elements. Suppose you
make a doll out of earth and water and
then dryitin the sunshine. Thatis fire. So,
the doll is made of earth, water, and fire,
but there is no soul. That is the difference
ketween the doll and my body. You can
prepare a doll with earth, water, air, fire—
all kinds of material elements—but you
cannot give it a soul. That is not possible.
Only Krsna can provide the soul: aham
bija-pradah pita.

The same principle is there when a man
and woman engage in sex. The man gives
the seed, and the woman gives the ingre-
dients for developing the body of the
child. Could a woman produce a child
without the aid of a man? No, that is not
possible, because with his seed comes the
soul. And when the soul is situated in the
womb of the mother, she can assist by sup-
plying the ingredients to develop the
body.

By nature's process, when one gives up
this gross material body, the subtle body
of mind, intelligence, and ego remains.
The subtle body carries the soul to his next
gross body. But where will the soul go?
That is explained in the Srimad-Bhaga-
vatam [3.31.1): karmana daiva-netrena
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Jantur dehopapartaye. The calculation is
made by superior judgment to determine
the soul’s assets and liabilities, and ac-
cording to this judgment he receives his
next body. It is just like when a man in a
business concern for some time has hisre-
cord reviewed. Then his superiors judge,
“Yes, this man has done nicely, so give
him a promotion.” But if he has not done
nicely, they will say, “Oh, no, don’t give
him a promotion. He should be fired.”
Similarly, we are getting different types
of bodies according to our karma. Other-
wise, why don'’t all living entities have the
same bodily features? Why are there dif-
ferences? This is common sense. Varieties
of body, varieties of position, are due to
one’s previous activities, or karma. Again
the example of the ricksha and the Rolls
Royce: The poor man has only a ricksha
because that is all he could purchase, but

ut of igno-
rance, the
rascal is thinking
he has become
a Rolls Royce,
and if the Rolls
Royce is broken in
some accident,
he becomes over-

whelmed: “Oh,
I am lost!” This
IS going on.

therich man has a Rolls Royce because he
has paid more. Similarly, if your activities
are nice, you will be promoted to a higher
standard of life, perhaps to the heavenly
planets or even to Brahmaloka, the high-
est place in this universe. But if your
activities are sinful and abominable, you
will be degraded to the cats and dogs.

Our situation is based on the qualities
of our body. With a first-class body you
can live in the higher planetary system.
With a second-class body you have to re-
main in the middle planetary system. And
with a third-class body, you go down. In
other words, you become an animal, a
tree, an insect, a bird, or a beast.

All these situations ofenjoymentor suf-
fering are due to our misidentification
with the body. But the soul is different
from the body, and on that basis Krsna is
trying to convince Arjuna to fight: “Do
your duty. Yourso-called grandfather and
so-called guru are not their bodies. So if

their bodies are killed, why should you la-
ment? Their souls are eternal. They ex-
isted in the past, they exist at present, and
they will continue to exist. Simply their
bodies will change. So why are you la-
menting? Because it is My desire that you
fight, you will not commit any sin by kill-
ing them, and in the end you will come to
Me in My spiritual abode.”

So, on the whole one has to understand
thatwe are notthisbody,and thatwhen we
feel bodily pains and pleasures, they are
notthe painsand pleasuresofthesoul. Itis
because the soul ignorantly misidentifies
with the body that it feels pains and pleas-
ures. Otherwise, the soul has no pain or
pleasure in connection with the body.

In the Vedas it is said, asango hy ayam
purusah: “The soul has nothing to do with
the body.” Still, out of ignorance the soul
identifies himself with the body. Again the
example of the Rolls Royce: Out of igno-
rance, the rascal is thinking he has be-
come aRollsRoyce,andifthe Rolls Royce
is broken in some accident, he becomes
overwhelmed: “Oh, I am lost!” This is go-
ing on.

When one becomes brahma-bhiita, ac-
tually self-realised, there is no more la-
menting, no more hankering (na Socati na
kanksati). Since I am not this body, why
should I hanker after bodily comfort?
Whatever Krsna has given, that’s all right.
But because people are absorbed in the
bodily concept, they are simply seeking
bodily, sensuous enjoyment. That’s all.
This is the material world.

All materialists are fools and rascals,
midhas. And because they are fools and
rascals, they are committing sins, becom-
ingentangled in the transmigration of the
soul in different types of bodies, and per-
petually suffering. As soon as you get a
material body, you suffer. Whether you
have a white body, a black body, or a yel-
low body, a man’s or an animal’s body, it
doesn’t matter: as soon as you get a ma-
terial body, you must suffer. This is the
punishment of nature.

At least four sufferings must be there:
birth, old age, disease,and death. Whether
you become a king or a dog or a cat, it
doesn’t matter. Even if you become Lord
Brahma, you must suffer these four
miseries.

Therefore, our problem is how to getout
of this bodily entanglement. I am a spirit
soul, but somehow or other I have fallen
into this entanglement of bodily transfor-
mations. Bhaktivinoda Thakura says,
anadi karama-phale padi’ bhavarnava-jale
taribare na dekhi upaya: “Somehow or
other I have fallen into this ocean of birth
and death, and I do not know how to get
outofit.” Suppose you are thrown into the
middle of the ocean. However expert a
swimmer you may be, you cannot be com-
fortable. You have to swim all day long;



otherwise, you will immediately drown.
Similarly, as soon as you get yourselfinto
this material world, you have to struggle
forexistence. You haveto.Soif you wantto
stop this struggle for existence, you must
get out of the material world. That is the
problem of life.

Therefore Caitanya Mahaprabhu
teaches us, ayi nanda-tanuja kinkaram
patitarh mam visame bhavambudhau: “My
dearLord Krsna,sonof Nanda Maharaja,
I am Your eternal servant, but somehow
or other I have now fallen into this ma-
terial ocean.” (Visame means “very fero-
cious danger.” This ocean of material
existence is very dangerous.) “Although I
am Your servant,somehoworotherI have
forgotten You and have fallen down.”
Then, krpaya tava pada-parikaja sthita-
dhili-sadrsarm vicintaya: “Now I am seek-
ing Your mercy. Please pick Me up and
make Me a particle of dust at Your lotus
feet.” This should be our prayer, and we
should have no other prayer.

©The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, Painting b

occasion by discussing the supreme glories of Srimati Radharani, fasting till noon, and
enjoying a sumptuous feast prepared for Her pleasure.

Radhastamr, the anniversary of the appearance of Srimatl Radharant, Lord Krsna's
eternal consort, falls this year on September 19. Devotees will observe the auspicious

Caitanya Mahaprabhu also teaches, na
dhanam na janari na sundarim kavitarm va
Jagad-tsa kamaye: “O Lord, I don’t want
wealth, followers, or women.” People gen-
erally pray for material benefits: “O God,
give us our daily bread. Give me a nice po-
sition. Give me a nice wife.” So on and so
on—praying simply for material enjoy-
ment. My Guru Mahardja [Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati Thakura] used to say
that if we pray to God for all these non-
sense things, we are just like a man who
goes to a king for some benediction but
doesn’t know what to ask for. The king
says, “Whatever you want, you can ask
from me,” and the man says, “Kindly give
me a pinch of ashes.” The man could have
said, “Please give me half your kingdom.”
Why should he ask for a pinch of ashes?

So, prayingto God for material thingsis
foolishness. You may pray, “O God, give
us our daily bread,” but the bread is al-
ready there. Why just for you? For every-
one. For all living entities the “bread,” or

food, is already provided by God: eko
bahianam yo vidadhati kaman. “The Lord
provides all creatures with the necessities
of life.” The elephant does not go to
church to pray “Give me food,” yet it is
supplied food in the jungle. Similarly the
tiger is supplied food, and the ant is
supplied food within his hole. How are
they all eating, how are they living, how
are they begetting offspring? God is pro-
viding everything.

So, getting our material necessities is
not the real problem. But these rascals are
simply perplexed with this problem—
how to eat, how to sleep, how to defend,
how to mate. These things are already
fixed up according to your karma. You
should simply use your time to advance in
Krsna consciousness. That is your only
business. Otherwise, your life is spoiled.

You cannot improve your material
situation. That is already fixed up: pra-
krteh kriyamanani gunaih karmani sarva-

(continued on page 35)

Radhastami

.0

by Urmila-devi dasi

She stands by His side, sweet
smile entreating

Us to worship His feet,
soft and pinkish.

She massages them gently,
offering tulast.

Oh, won’t you please come and see
how beautiful they are?

Radharani, queen of worship,
beauty supreme in female form,
Please protect me, don't let me slip
from the path of bhakii,
Soaring through transcendental treetops
on a swing of flowers,
Downpour of nectar never stops
where You are queen.

Can You recommend me to Your Lord,
O eternal goddess?
In this world I'm just restless and bored,
forgetting Him.
Is there any chance
I could join Your pleasure dance?
Lucky circumstance
to be a flower in Your hand there.

Your hand of benediction
has its lotus palm upturned.
I wish that I could get some

of Your blissful mercy,

Glorify Your divine name,

serve you all my days, please not in vain.
Just give me the same simple gift—

servant of Your servant forever.
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The Counterfeit
Of Spiritual Life

Impersonalists are essentially of two types:
the classic and the wishy-washy.

by KUNDALI DASA

Once, at the hermitage of a venerated
guru, a disciple became enlightened
after years of penance and instruction at
his master’s feet. “O master,” he said, “I
realise what you have been saying all
along: God and I are one. Only by the
power of illusion have I have been making
a distinction between myself and God. By
your kindness I am awakened. I am in
union with the formless, limitless,
ineffable, and eternal Supreme.” When the
guru indicated that the disciple had
understood rightly, the disciple asked his
master’s blessing to go alone on a
pilgrimage.

On his way, he walked down the middle
of the streets, pondering the implications of
his recent enlightenment. After some time
he heard an elephant driver shouting from
atop his elephant, “Make way for the

PHOTO BY YAMARAJA DASA
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elephant! Move out of the road!” He saw
pedestrians fearfully scurrying out of the
elephant’s path.

“If1 am God,” our hero reasoned, “why
should I move out of the road for an ele-
phant? Thatwould betray my convictions.
The elephant should stand aside for me.”

Before long, he and the elephant came
face to face. “Make way for the elephant,”
the mahout shrieked in panic, but the as-
cetic stood his ground. The elephant then
lumbered up to him, grabbed him around
the waist, and tossed him out of the way.
The ascetic sustained a broken arm and
some ugly bruises.

Early the next day he hobbled into his
spiritual master’s presence, where he re-
lated the incident. “O master,” he cried at
the conclusion, “just yesterday I thought
I'd completely understood your teach-
ings, but look what happened when I ap-
plied them. How could such a misfortune
happen to me, and on the very day I
realised your instructions?”

With a slight hint of annoyance, the be-
nign master chided, “Did you not hear
God on top of the elephant telling you to
move out of the way?”

This little story demonstrates one of the
severe flaws in the philosophy of monism,
which states that there is absolute spiri-
tual oneness—without differentiation—
among all beings, including God. As the
story shows, if everyone is elevated to the
status of God, only calamity can result
from the confusion as to who should have
the right of way when a conflict of interest
arises. Since we have that problem al-
ready, monism achieves nothingexceptto
shift the burden from the mundane to the
spiritual realm.

The philosophy of monism, or imper-
sonalism, espouses the idea that on the
spiritual platform there is no variety and
no individuality. There is no duality—no
good and bad, hot and cold, happiness
and distress—no differentiation of any
kind. Hence souls attaining salvation
retain no individual, personal traits what-
soever. They simply merge into an amor-
phous entity of pure consciousness. That
is the grandest moment in the imperson-
alist's scheme: when he merges into this
ocean of spirit.

Another way of phrasing this is to say
the impersonalist’s goal is to become an
eternal nobody, forself-annihilationisin-
deed theramification of hisidea. He never
puts it that way, of course, but having ana-
lysed that being somebody in this ma-
terial world is to endure an existence
fraught with duality and suffering, he
reasons that becoming a perpetual no-
body is a nifty alternative to the problems
of repeated birth, disease, old age, death,
wars, in-laws, taxes, sexism, racism, and
any other miseries we encounter here.
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What could be a better solution to speed-
ing tickets, heating and cooling bills, or
jilted love affairs?

Asyou may have guessed, we adherents
to the philosophy of Krsna consciousness
disagree with the conclusions of the im-
personalists, although Krsna conscious
devotees and impersonalists do hold some
things in common. We both say, for exam-
ple, that living beings are not their bodies
but are spiritual souls encased in material
bodies. In the Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna
likens this situation to that of a driver in
a vehicle. A driver might identify himself
with his car, but at the end of his journey
he gets out of the car, because the two
identities are actually distinct. Imperson-
alists and devotees also agree that by na-
ture the soul, like God, is eternal and full

he impersonal-

ist will say that
the soul is God.
You are God. I am
God. Idi Amin is
God. Adolph Hitler
is God. Stalin is
God, too. God in a
severe state of illu-
sion, to be sure, but
God nonetheless.
And they don't stop
there. Cats and
dogs are also God,

of bliss and knowledge.

All this, a dedicated impersonalist will
say, adds up to the soul being God. You
are God. I am God. Idi Amin is God.
Adolph Hitler is God. Stalin is God, too.
God in asevere state of illusion, to be sure,
but God nonetheless.

And they don’t stop there. Cats and
dogs are also God. And butterflies, cock-
roaches, fleas, clams, lobsters—"“Because
the one spirit that moves in you and me is
the same in all of them, the same chord of
joy that moves all the creation.” Imper-
sonalists like to talk like that; they think it
sounds supramundane.

They also like tobandy about terms like
“brahman,” “arman,” and “er,” and to
quote from the Vedanta and the Upanisads.
Butthey don’t always hail from India and
use Sanskritterms. Christian impersonal-

ists, for example, like to talk about “the
Christ” within us and the “Godself” and
the “I Am” and being in “the here and
now” and other similar “spiritual” no-
menclature. Often when they hold forth
on the virtues of oneness—which some
can do with wit and much apparent wis-
dom—they exude an aura of realisation
and brilliance that can dazzle anyone not
able to see through their mystique.

Impersonalists also believe that the
kingdom of God is a myth. Inexplicably,
they find the idea of merging into one
homogeneous spiritual being—like a drop
of water merging into the ocean—more at-
tractive and far more plausible than a
spiritual world of spiritual forms and
unlimited variety, where the Lord and His
pure devotees revel in endless pastimes
and loving exchanges, as described in
the Srimad-Bhagavatam and the Brahma-

samhitd and hinted at in all the world’s
great scriptures.

The impersonalist’s spiritual reality is a
sort of suspended animation, where you
live eternally, and maybe you are a little
happy atfirstto getaway from the tax man
and the grim reaper, but nothing ever hap-
pensthere. It'slike an enormous wind tun-
nel—but with no wind.

Not even the simplest mind, living in
the drabbest of worlds (in the remotest
regions of the gulag, say), could imagine a
more dreadful, more humdrum existence.
As a friend once put it, “If that’s spiritual
reality, I prefertostay here. Givingup ego-
ismisonething,butwhowantstobecome
an eternal nonfunctional being? That’s
like asking me to become an eternal bat
and hang from an eternal rafter forever.”
Yet impersonalists will tell you with un-
abashed candor that their gruesome pro-
posal is the goal of life.

There are essentially two types of im-
personalists, the classic and the wishy-
washy. Classic impersonalists hold that
spiritual life means to culture enlighten-
ment by philosophical study, austerity,
and renunciation. These help to disman-
tle the false ego and to sever the knot of
material attachment within the heart, so
that at the time of death one can leave the
material world once and for all and merge
into God’s existence.

Wishy-washy impersonalists say they
believe the same, but they have little
inclination for philosophy, penance, and
renunciation. They'll openly express con-
viction about the soul’s existence and
speak with ardent longing about the day
of their deliverance. In the meantime they
try to live it up as best they can—with de-
tachment, of course.

In the West, a true classic impersonalist
is rare. Wishy-washies, on the other hand,
proliferate. They tend to attract celebrities
to their fold, which attracts the media,



which attracts the public—which is not a
bad cycle from the celebrity’s account-
ant’s point of view, as it confers tidy sums
on the celebrity from instant bestseller-
dom, television specials, speaking tours,
and so forth. All of which, from a wishy-
washy’s perspective, is proof that he or she
is on the right track spiritually. Otherwise,
why all the wonderful bounty?

Impersonalism firstgained a toehold in
the West in the last century with Emerson
and Thoreau. That became a foothold in
this century, when, in the sixties and
seventies, it became fashionable to take
an Eastern philosophy and modify it to
suit one’s preferences, as part of the
prevailing hippie ideology. While the sen-
timental hippie ideal of universal brother-
hood and free sex didn’t survive, the wily
notion of absolute oneness did, and today
it’s going strong as a main pillar in the
New Age ideology.

Actually, impersonalism is much older
than Emerson and hippies and the New
Age. We don’t know when exactly it came
into being, but in India, Sankara (A.D.
788-820) was the first philosopher of note
to advocateit. Hisideas caughton, and his
doctrine of monism replaced Buddhism,
which had been the prevailing religion of
India since the conversion of Emperor
Ashok some centuries earlier.

That impersonalism should replace
Buddhism is amusing in itself, since the
difference between the two is negligible.
Impersonalism is sometimes referred to
as veiled Buddhism, for while the Bud-
dhists postulate thatthe Absolute issinya,
or void, the impersonalists say the Abso-
luteisnirvisesa, devoid of all attributes. But
to say the Absolute is something without
any attributes is just a roundabout way of
saying “void.”

At any rate, since Sankara’s time many
stalwart preachers of Krsna conscious-
ness, using the words of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Lord Krsna,
Himself—as recorded in the Bhagavad-
gita—and strong logic, have refuted the
conclusions of Sankara time and again.
Yet monism is so alluring that it gets
more attention than the far superior
personalism of Krsna consciousness. And
so, although it’s a doctrine riddled with
contradictions and supported by nodirect
interpretation of any scripture, and al-
though Sankara ultimately rejected it,im-
personalism continues spreading around
the globe.

One of the leading champions of per-
sonalism was Madhva (A.D. 1239-1319) a
powerful scholar, Krsna conscious saint,
and mystic. In his Mayavada-sata-disant
he offers one hundred scriptural argu-
ments that shred the monistic conclu-
sions and remove all doubt about the
untenable notion of absolute oneness. In

public debates also, Madhva defeated the
leading Sankarites of his time.

Similarly, Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu
(A.D. 1486-1534) refuted the imperson-
alistic conclusions in numerous encoun-
ters with leading scholars of that school,
most notably Vasudeva Sarvabhauma of
Jagannatha Puri, who became His disci-
ple. Unfortunately, one rarely hears about
these historical episodes.

All the same, one does not have tobe a
scholar of Madhva’s or Sri Caitanya’s
caliberto pegimpersonalism for whatitis.
Just knowing a few basic precepts of
Bhagavad-gita, ones even the impersonal-
ists agree upon, is sufficienttoturn the tide
of monism’s bad logic.

For instance, impersonalists agree with
Krsna’s description of the soul in the

Lord Caitanya
(refuted the
impersonalistic
conclusions in nu-
merous encounters
with leading schol-
ars of that school,
most notably
Vasudeva Sarva-
bhauma, who be-
came His disciple.
Unfortunately, one
rarely hears about
these episodes.

Bhagavad-gita, where He says itcannot be
cut or injured by any weapon. Yet they
cannot explain howwe became cleaved or
separated from the Absolute One into in-
dividuals in the first place, or at least how
oneimmense,uncleavable spiritual entity
fell into the illusion of being many.
Indeed, impersonalists are at a loss to
explainhowGod could fallintoillusion at
all, which is a serious matter, considering
that this makes illusion superior to God.
Atthe same time, it would be unfair not
to credit them for the kernel of truth in
theirdoctrine: the oneness of God and the
individual souls. Lord Caitanya taught
that God and the individual souls are
spiritual and eternal; hence there is quali-
tative oneness. He pointed out, however,
that there is a quantitative difference as
well. Individual souls are minute, or in-

finitesimal, whereas the Personality of
Godhead is infinite. That's why minute
soulscan sometimes be overwhelmed and
fall under the spell of the illusory energy.
Butthe Lord Himself, who is the energetic
source of everything, including the illu-
sory energy, never falls underitsinfluence.
Impersonalists stress the oneness and ig-
nore the difference.

Lord Caitanya’s teaching of simulta-
neous oneness and difference between
God and the individual souls is called in
Sanskrit acintya-bhedabheda-tattva. He
and His followers have given examples to
illustrate this truth. One example is that
of the gold nugget and the gold mine. Un-
der chemical analysis, gold nuggets are
seen to be qualitatively one with a whole
mine of gold, but the quantitative differ-
ence is unquestionable. If one were given
the choice between the two, it's inconceiva-
ble that one would choose the nugget.

Anotherexampleisthatofasparkanda
fire. Though both have the quality of giv-
ing off heat and light, the quantities of the
energies they emit are vastly different.

Probably the most graphic example of
simultaneous oneness and difference is
thatofsunlight and the sun. Like the Lord,
the sun is the energetic source of unlim-
ited energy. Its rays are comparable to the
unlimited soulsemanating from the Lord.
The rays are simultaneously one with the
sun and yet different from it. We may wel-
come a fewsunraysinto ourroom through
the window, but we would never extend
the same invitation to the sun itself.

The conclusion is that although God
and the living souls are qualitatively one,
still God is the Supreme Soul, and the in-
finitesimal individual souls are constitu-
tionally different from Him, being His
eternal loving servants. Unfortunately,
lacking authorised knowledge about the
true nature of the soul and its relationship
to God, and lacking knowledge about the
spiritual world, innocent people are easily
victimised by impersonalism’s flattering
conclusion—that we’re all God.

Today, it is no doubt true that system-
atic atheism, aided by certain theories in
science, philosophy, and psychology, pre-
sents a great threat to theism. Never-
theless, it is of little or no consolation that
impersonalism, with its veneer of spiritu-
ality, is on the rise. Indeed, one might
argue that it is a more insidious form of
atheism, since the impersonalist acknowl-
edges and denies God in the same breath.
Monism is a convenient idea for those
who want the recognition of being spiri-
tual or religious and yet still shun their
obligation to surrender to the Lord and
render Him service. The Krsna conscious-
ness movement, on the other hand, is for
those who want to go beyond such a coun-
terfeit of spiritual life.
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EHEVEDIC

Transcendental Comment

ELECTION
SCANDAL

by Mathuresa dasa

hisyearboth U.S. presidential candi-

dates offer the same chicken-in-every-
pot promises that have always been the
mainstay of democracy. If elected, each
says, economic health will reign. Even if 1
did eat chicken, the promises wouldn’t
move me, since economies appearto have
minds of their own. They don't care for
presidential vows.

Granting, for argument’s sake, that a
candidate mightimprove his country’s, or
the world’s, fortunes, I've still never heard
anyone promise an abundance of the most
important economic commodity: rain.
Those chickens can’t eat dust, fellows.
How can you pledge affluence when you
can’t guarantee that rowboats won't start
running aground on the Mississippi?

Or the Seine, Nile, or Ganges for that
matter.

Prosperity, the Bhagavad-gita reminds
us, consists primarily in having an abun-

dance of edible crops, and that depends
on rainfall, which is not an asset con-
trolled by politicians.

All living bodies subsist on food grains,
which are produced from rains. Rains are
produced by performance of sacrifice, and
sacrifice is born of prescribed duties.

—Bhagavad-gita 3.14

There is a universal government, headed
by the Supreme Lord, who asserts that the
material nature works under His super-
vision, mayadhyaksena prakrtih. But like
any powerful person, God has assistants.
In that sense, the Vedic mantras explain,
He has nothing to do: na tasya karyarn
karanam ca vidyate. Just as the ownerofan
office tower doesn’t mop the floors, fix
leaky pipes, or even collect rent, God
doesn’t directly manage the universe. The
heating, lighting, plumbing, irrigation,
ventilation, and government of His estab-
lishment are in the hands of His empow-
ered representatives, who are known as
demigods.

Every one of us is endowed with certain
individual talents, which are God’s gifts,
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and the demigods are no exception. The
difference is that their talents dwarf ours
and that they, without exception, know
God and remembertheirduty toserve and
satisfy Him.

None of the demigods is running for
election this fall, which is unfortunate, be-
cause rainmaking is one of their many
skills. They are, however, as agents of a
greater government, responsive to the
needs of human beings who themselves
serve and satisfy the Supreme, such serv-
ice being the essence of sacrifice. “In
charge of the various necessities of life,”
Lord Krsna informs us, “the demigods,
being pleased by the performance of sac-
rifice, will supply all your necessities.”

Pay your rent, in other words, and His
agents will take care of you.

As rain brings prosperity, and as sacri-
fice brings rain, so sacrifice derives, the
Gita concludes, from the performance of
duties prescribed by the Lord in revealed
scriptures. Our principal duty for this age,
Vedic literature states, is to regularly
chant the names of the Supreme Lord.
This will please Him, satisfy His agents,
and bring lasting peace and prosperity.

The only newsworthy feature of this
fall’'s U.S. election is that neither Bush nor
Dukakis understands his responsibility,
as a citizen of a univeral state, to perform
sacrifice. Though both of them are experi-
enced politicians, they have a stunted,
primitive conception of leadership. And
one of them will win the presidency!

This is frightening. I'm all for the sepa-
ration of church and state, butI'd preferto
live in a state that wasn’t also separated
from rain.

THE TASTE
OF WATER

by Radhanatha dasa

There was a time in the United States
when you could drink the water with-
out worrying about it killing you. But
those were the good old days.

When Lord Krsna says in Bhagavad-
gita “I am the taste of water,” He’s not re-
ferringtowater with all the poisonsadded.

DRAWINGS BY KESISUDANA DASA
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ary on the Issues of the Day

The taste of that water doesn’t represent
Krsna. It’s not even good for us.

From 1973 to 1980 more than 55,000
cases of illness related to drinking water
were reported in the United States. In
1982 the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) declared 13,600 commu-
nity wells substandard. The EPA esti-
mates that sixty percent of the private
wells in the United States contain danger-
ously high levels of mercury, lead, bac-
teria, and other contaminants. No one
really knows the long-term effects of
drinking contaminated water, because it
generally takes twenty years or more for
an effect—cancer, for example—to de-
velop. But consumer advocate Ralph
Nader says contaminated water is the
number one problem of the 1980s.

Of course, the United States is not the
only country with polluted water. Practi-
cally all developed countries are now
faced with the same problem. Why are we
ruining our environment in this way?

Because of greed for money and tempo-
rary happiness. Lord Krsna says in the
Bhagavad-gita (16.21), “There are three
gates leading to hell—lust, anger, and
greed. Every sane man should give these
up, for they lead to the degradation of the

soul.” Because of impure consciousness
and neglect for our spiritual lives, we are
jeopardizingeven our physical well-being.

I've traveled throughout India, where
people, although poorer materially, are
generally happier because of a spiritual
concept of life. Unfortunately, even in In-
dia, the people are grasping the material-
istic ideals of the West, with government
support. They're trying to depend on mod-
ern technology instead of Krsna for their
happiness.

But all the problems in modern society
stem ultimately from impure conscious-
ness, which can be purified by bhakti-
yoga: “The yogis, abandoning attachment,
act with body, mind, intelligence, and
even thesenses, onlyforthe purpose of pu-
rification” (Bhagavad-gita 5.11). Vedic so-
ciety therefore promotes simple living
and high thinking, allowing people to
learn about Krsna and thus purify their
consciousness. This is sensible living.

Instead of polluting our environment
and our lives in the mad quest for material
things, we should find satisfaction in

.

L]

spiritual life—in chanting Hare Krsna.
Why not try it? It’s a lot less risky than
drinking water.

IS IT IN
THE STARS?

by Pranada-devi dasi

Though Americans like astrology—
with horoscope “forecasts” in practi-
cally every newspaper—they don’t seem
to take it too seriously. So when they heard
claims that Nancy Reagan’s dependence
on astrology to protect her husband re-
duced his effectiveness in the presidential
office, they protested— “Now, that’s going
too far!”

Although astrology is an authentic, and
therefore credible, branch of Vedic knowl-
edge, the accuracy of modern astrology
can no doubt be debated. What's signifi-
cant, though, is thatthe First Lady instinc-
tively turned to a source of knowledge
greater than her own for direction. The

(continued on page 25)
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Melbourne—197 Danks St., Albert Park, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ Tel. (03) 699-5122
North Sydney—180 Falcon St., N. Sydney, N.SW. 2060 (mail: G.P.O. 2766, Sydney 2001)/ Tel. (02) 9261164
Parth—129 Bamrack St, W.A. 8050 (mail: P.O. Box 598, W. Perth, W.A. 6005)/ Tel. (09) 3289171
Sydney— 112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst, N.SW. 2010 (mail: P.O. Box 159, Kings Cross, N.SW.

2011) Tel. (02) 3575162

FARM COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandagram}—Oak Hill Dean's Massh Road, Bambra, VIC 3241/ Tel. (052) 867363
Mur h (New )—Tyalgum Rd,, Eungella, via Murw N.SW. 2484

(mail: P.O. Box B87)/ Tel. (066) 721903
Riverina (New Gaudadesh)—0Oid Renmark Rd., via Wentworth, N.SW. 2648 (mail: P.O. Box 2446,
Mildura, Victoria 3500)/ Tel. (050) 278226
RESTAURANTS
Adelaide—Crossways, 79 Hindley St, Adelaide, S.A. 5000/ Tel. (08) 515258
Brisbane—Crossways, First Floor, 99 Elisabeth Street
Malbournc—Crosuways, First Floor, 123 wum 5t, Melboume, Victoria 3000/ Tel. (03) 650 2939
Gopal's, 139 St, M , Victoria 3000/ Tel. (03) 850-1578
Perth—Gopal's, 129 Barrack St, Perth, WA 6000/ Te|. (09) 325-2168
Sydney—Gopal's, 180 Falcon St N. Sydney, N.SW. 2060/ Tel. (02) 926164
Sydney—Govinda's and Govinda's Take-away (bath at ISKCON Sydney)/ Tel, (075) 501642

NEW ZEALAND AND FiJI
Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan)—Hwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golf Course)
[maﬂ R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. (9) 4128075
+ New Z; 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 25-180 Christchurch)/ Tel. (3) 61965
I..nlmsa, Flji—Delaitabasa (mail: Box 133)/ Tel, 82916
Lautoka, FIjl—5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ Tel. 61-633, ext. 48
Rakira, Flji—Rewasa [mail: Box 129)/ Tel. 94243
Suva, Fii—P.0. Box 6376, Nasinu/ Tel. 391-282
New Zealand—2 gton St, imail: P.O. Box 2753, Wellington)/ Tel. (4) 850876
RESTAURANTS
Auckland, New Zealand—Gopal's, 1st fl, Civic Mouse, 291 Queen St/ Tel. (9) 34885
Christchurch, New Zealand —Gopal's, 143 Worcester St/ Tel. 67-035
Lautoka, Fiji—Gopal's, Comer of Yasawa St & Naviti St/ Tel, 62890
Suva, Fiji—Gopal's, Comer of Pratt St. & Joske S| (opp. Reserve Bank)/ Tel 314154

AFRICA

Abeokuta, Nigeria—ibadan Rd., Obanfako, befiing NET (mai: £, Box 5177T)

Abldjan, Ivory Coast—01 BP B366, Abikdjan

Accra, Ghana—582 Bik 20, Odokor, Official Town (mail: RO, Box 01568, Osu)

Buea, Cameroon—Southwest Province (mail: ¢fo Yuh Laban Nkesah, P and T, VHS)
Cape Town, South Africa—17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. (21) 689 1529
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Krishna Consciousness

ND THE WORLD

C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Durban (Natal), S. Africa—Chatsworth Circle, Chatsworth 4030 (mail: RO, Box 56003/ Tel (31) 435-815
Freetown, Sierra Leone—13 Bright St. Brookfields (mail: P.O. Box 812, Freetown)
Johannesburg, South Africa—"Misty Hills,” Plot 69, Reitfontein Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 723,
Muldersdrift (Tvl.), 1747)/ Tel. (11) 666-2716
Harare, Zimbabwe—46 Crowhill Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 2090)/ Tel. B8T7801
Kitwe, Zambia—3121 Gandhi Close, Buyantanshil/ Tel. 214-164
Lagos, Nigeria—Hho. 2 Murtala | Alrport
(mail: P.O. Box 8793, Lagos)
Mauritius—123 Sir Guy Forget Ave., Quatre Bomes (mail: P.O. Box 108, Quatre Bomes, Mauritius)/ Tel. 46804
Mombasa, Kenya—Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: RO. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ Tel 312248
Nkawkaw, Ghana—P.0. Box 69, Nkawkaw
Nairobi, Kenya—Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 289486, Nairobi)/ Tel. 744365
Port Harcourt, Nigeria—2 Eligbam Rd. (comer of Obana Obhan St), GRA. Il
(mail: P.O. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)
Tokoradl, Ghana—&4 Windy Ridge (mail: P.O. Box 328)
Warri, Nigeria—1 Ogunu St Bendel Housing Estate, Ugborikoro (P.O. Box 1922, Wari)/ Tel. 053-230-262
FARM COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm)—Beau Bois, Bon Acceuil
RESTAURANT
Durban, S. Africa—Govinda's (contact ISKCON Durban)

ASIA
INDIA

Agartala, Tripura—Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799001

Ahmedabad, Gujarat—7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd,, 380 009/ Tel Tel. 449935

Bamanbore, Gujarat—N.H. 8-B, Surendranagar

Bangalore, Karnataka—210 Beltary Fload, Sadashiva Nagar, 560 080/ Tel. 361 539

Baroda, Gujarat—Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 015/ Tel. 326299

Bhubaneswar, Orissa—National Highway Mo. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/ Tel. 53125

Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel 626 860

Calcutta, W. Bengal—3 Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. 443757

Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 035/ Tel. 44634

Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), W. Bengal—Thakur Haridas Sripatbari Sevashram, P.O. Chhaygharia,
PS. Bongaon, Dist. 24 Paragonas

Gauhati, Assam—FPost Bag No. 127, Gauhati 781 001

Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ Tel. 551018

imphal, Manipur—Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001

Madras, Tamil Nadu—59, Burkit Rd,, T. Nagar, Madras-17/ Tel. 443266

Maydpur, W. Bangal—Shree Miyipur Chandrodaya Mandir, P.O. Shree Maydpur Dham (Dist. Nadia)

Moirang, Manipur—hongban ingkhon, Tidim Rd.

Nagpur, 70 Hill Road, F gar, 440 010/ Tel, 33513

New Delhi—M-118 Greater Kallash 1, New Delhi 110 048/ Tel. 8412058

Hare Krishna Asrama, across C River, Dist. Shok 413 304
mm. Bihar—Rajendra Nagar Road No. 12, B00 016/ Tel. 50765
Pune, Maharashtra—4 Tarapoor Rd., Camr,, 411 001/ Tel. 60124 and 64003
Siichar, Assam—~Ambikapatti, Silchar, 788004, Cachar Distrct
Siliguri, W. Bengal—Subash Pally, Siliguri
Surat, Gujarat—Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, Surat, 395 005/ Tel. 84215
Tirupat, AP.—KT. Road, Vinayaka Nagar 517 501/ Tel. 2285
Trivandrum, Kerala—T.C. 24/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 695 014/ Tel 88187
Udhampur, Jammu and da Nagar, | 182 101/ Tel. 496 FP.
Vrindavana, U.P.—Krishna-Balaram Maﬂdur. Bhakiivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathurd/ Tel. 178
FARM COMMUNITIES

Ahmedabad, Gujarat—Nityananda Seva Ashram, Odhav Hd (near Octiol Nul!a}. Odhnv B&B 382
Ahmedabad District, Gujarat—Hare Krishna Farm, F ISKCON
Ch hi, Mah 78 gar Dham, District Gadhachirol, 442 603
}mmhad AP.—P.0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Taluc, Hyderabad District, 501 401
Maydpur, W. Bengal—{contact Mayapur)
RESTAURANTS
Bombay, Maharashtra—Govinda's (at Hare Krishna Land)
Krishna-Bal andir

OTHER COUNTRIES
Ball, Jalan 17, Renon, D
Bangkok, Thailand—139, Soi Puttha-Osoth, New Road/ Tel. 233-2488
Chittagong, Bangladesh—Caitanya Cultural Society, Sri Pundarik Dham, Mekhala, Hathazari/ Tel. 108

(city office and mail: 23 Nandan Kanan, Chittagong)/ Tel 20-2219

Colombo, Sri Lanka—188 New Chetty 5t, Colombo 13/ Tel. 33325
Hong Kong—27 Chal.am Road S{nﬁ!.&"F Kowloon/ Tel. 3-7396818
Jakarta, Yayasan Krsna ia, JL ja 10-12, Tomang Raya/ Tel. 599 301
Kathmandu, Nepal—Vishnu Gaun Panchayat Ward No. 2, Budhanilkantha/ Tel. 4-10368
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia—Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,

Petaling/ Tel. 730172
Manila, Philippines—170 R. Femandez, San Juan, Metro Manila/ Tel. 707410
Talpel, Talwan—{mail: c/o ISKCON Hong Kong)
Tehran, lran—Keshavarz-Dehkedeh Ave., Kamran St No. 58/ Tel 6858870
Tel Aviv, lsrael—[17 B] Gordon St, P.O. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480/ Tel. 03-238-239
Tokyo, Japan—2-41-12 lzumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo T168/ Tel. (3) 327-1541

FARM COMMUNITY
Cebu, Philippines (Hare Krishna Paradise)—231 Pagsabungan Rd., Basak, Mandaue City/ Tel. 83254
RESTAURANT
Cebu, F inda's, 26 B St
LATIN AMERICA
BRAZIL

Belém, PA—Av. Gentil Bittencourt, 1002 (enftre Quintino

Belo Horizante, MG—Av. Gentilio Vargas, 167, Funciondrios/ Tel. (031) 223-2776
Brasilia, DF—HIGS 706-Bloco C, Casa 29/ Tel. (061) 242-7579

Campo Grande, M5—Rua Carlos Chagas, 32-Caicara

Tel (091) 222-1886

Campos, RJ—Av. Bezamath, 35, Pq. Califdmia
Curitiba, PR—Av. 7 de Setembro, 1594, Alto da Rua 15/ Tel. (041) 264-6834
Floriandpolls, SC—Rua Duarte Schutel, 61-Centro
Fortaleza, CE—Rua José Laurenco, 2114, Aldeota/ Tel. (085) 244-7068
Golania, GO—Rua 88-C, No. 2-Setor Sul/ Tel. (062) 241-7492
Manaus, AM—Rua dos Andradas, 485, Centro/ Tel. (092) 233-3709
Pdrio Alegre, RS—FRua Dr. Thimoteo, 753-Maoinhos de Vento
Ribeirio Preto, SP—Rua Cerqueira Cesar, 480, Centro
Rio de Janeiro, RJ—Ladeira da Gloria, 98, Gloria/ Tel. (021) 285-5643
Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adomo, 17, Brotas/ Tel. (071) 244-1072
Santos, SP—Rua Nabuco de Aradjo, 151-Embaré/ Tel. (0132) 21-3596
Sao Jose dos Campos, SP—Rua Parand, 266-Vila Maria
Sdo Paulo, SP—Rua Bom Pastor, 798 Ipiranga lmml C. P. 4855)/ Tel. (011) 63-1674
Sé#o Paulo, SP (Centro C }—Rua favurd, 21
Sorocaba, SP—Rua Cesario-Motta, 130, Centro
WVitdria, ES—Rua Chafic Murad, 218, Praia do Sod/ Tel. (027) 227-9860
FARM COMMUNITIES
C‘-amarn‘ Pernambuco—~Distritc de Murici (mail: Rua do Norte, 61, Sala 3, Centro)
SP (New )—Bairro Riberao Grande (mail: Caixa Postal 108,
CEP 124001.f Tel. (0122) 42-5002
RESTAURANT
Belém, Para ($ri Krsna Prasdda)—Av. Gentil Bittencourt, Passagem Mac Dowedl, 96 (entre Dr. Morais
@ Benjamin Constant/ Tel (091) 222-1886
MEXICO
Guadalajara—Pedro Moreno 1791, Sector Juarez, Jalisco/ Tel. 26-12-78
Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miguel Chapultepec, Mexico, D.F. 18/ Tel. (905) 271-0132
Mexico City—Govinda's Cultural Center, Insurgentes Sur 2384-1, Mexico City 01000 D.F./ Tel. 548-9323
Monterrey—Zaragoza 1007, nte. Zona centro/ Tel, 74-69-76
Morelia—Ticaleme No. 52 pte., Col. Selix Ireta 58070, Mamna. Mich.
Vera Cruz—Calle 3, Carebetas No. 784, F Reforma/ Tel. 50759
FARM COMMUNITY
Tulacingo, Hidalgo (Nueva Gauga-Mangala Bhimi)—(contact ISKCON Mexico City)
PERU
Arequipa—Jerusalen 402/ Tel. 229523
Cuzco—San Juan de Dios 285/ Tel. 222353
Lima—Pasaje Solea 101 Santa Maria-Chosica/ Tel. 910891
Lima—Schell 615 Mirafiores
Trujilo—Bolivar 738/ Tel 259523
FARM COMMUNITY
Hare Krishna-Correo De Bella Vista—DPTO De San Martin
RESTAURANTS
quipa—{at ISKCON
Cuzco—Espaderos 128
Uima—Schell 634 Miraflores
OTHER COUNTRIES
Bogota, Colombla—Calle 83A, #10-62, Chapinero/ Tel 249-5797
Bogota, Colombla—Transversal 1a, 356 22, Alto Chapinero/ Tol. 255-8742
Buenos Alres, Centro i 2054, (1431)
Cali, Colombla—Avenida 2 EN, #24N-39/ Tel. 68-88-53
Caracas, Venezuela—Frolongacién Ave. Las Palmas, Calle Capriles, Quinta Pollita/ Tel 782-1838
Christ Church, Barbados—31 Goodland Park/ Tel, (809) 42-84209
Cochabamba, Bolivia—P.0. Box 3988/ Tel 46441
Concepcién, Chile—Nonglen, 588/ Tel 23150
Cérdoba, Argentina—Montevideo 850, Paso da los Andes/ Tel. (051) 262229
= Creek, Guy Grant 1803, Sec. D, Corentyne, Berbice
Cuenca, Ecuad Pje. Pa & Gral. Veintimi Banio-las-C irimallas/ Tel. (07) 82-93-58
Essequibo Coast, Guyana—New | Dham, Mai bo Coast
Georgetown, Guwm 2-1 Uihviugt Front, West Coast Demerara
Apai Postal 1534
Velez 1915 Carchi & Tulcan)/ Tel. 36-16-47
La Paz, Bollvia—Calle 16 Obrajes 460 (mail: PO, Box 10278)/ Tel. 783556
Montevideo, Uruguay—Pabilo de Maria 1427
Panama, Republic of Panama—\ia las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA No. 10
{mail: P.O. Box 6-29-54, Panama)/ Tel. 31-2057
, Colombla—Carrera 5a, #19-36/ Tel 42769
Quito, Carron 841 Tel. 520466
Rosario, Argentl Centro Bhaktived: Corri 925, Rosario 2000
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—P.0. Box 4920/ Tel. 40148 (31571)
San Jose, Costa Rica—Centro Cultural govinda, 235 mirs. norle del Banco Anglo, San Pedro
(mail: Apdo. 166, 1002)/ Tel. 34-1218
San El Avenida Universitaria 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Americana, San Salvador (mail: F-'O. Box 1506)/ Tel. 25-96-17
Santiago, Ghle—Manuel Carvallo 771, Nunca/ Tel, 392734
Santo Domi D blic—Calle C: R
Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies: Rve..‘
FARM COMMUNITIES
Buenos Alres, Argentina (Bhaktilata Puri)—{contact Centro Bhaktivedanta, Buenos Aires)
Colombia (Nueva Mathura)—Cruzero del Guali, Municipio de Calote, Valle del Cauca/ Tel. 612688 en Cali

No. 254
Chaguanas

¥ (Nuevo {contact ISKCON Guayaquil)
G S il Village, C yna, East Berbice
SunJcme Costa Rica—Granja d Carret Paraiso, de la entrada del Jardin Lancaster (por

Calle Concava), 200 metros as sur (mano derecha) Cartago (mail: Apdo. 166, 1002)/ Tel. 51-8752
San Salvador, El Salvador—Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitdn, Dpto. de La Libertad
RESTAURANTS
Cuenca, Ecuador—Govinda's, Annexo Hotel, Crespo
Callejor a una cuadra abajo de Guatel, Panajachel Salola
i, inda's (contact ISKCON Guayaquil)
La Paz, Bolivia—Restaurant Marfijari, Calle Potosi 1315, esq. Coldn
San Salvador, El Salvador—25 Avenida Norte 1132
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—Restaurant Govinda's, Calle Florida 594, esq. Cafioto
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—Snack Govinda, Av. Argomosa (1° anillo), esq. Bolivar
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CREEPER
OF DEVOTION

From Lord Caitanya’s teachings—an analogy to illustrate

the development of pure love for God.

by DRUTAKARMA DASA

Seeds are mysterious. When planted, these
compact entities grow into complex botanical
organisms that produce fruits, vegetables, nuts,
flowers, and other things we value. The seed has
become a potent metaphor for growth—physical,
mental, and spiritual. In the sixteenth century,
Lord Caitanya explained to Rupa Gosvami how a
spiritual seed planted in the heart can grow into a
creeper of devotional service that produces the
most valuable fruit—pure love for God.

Lord Caitanya explained how one receives this
valuable spiritual seed: “According to their karma,
all living entities are wandering throughout the
entire universe. . . . Out of many millions of
wandering living entities, one who is very
fortunate gets an opportunity to associate with a
bona fide spiritual master by the grace of Krsna.
By the mercy of both Krsna and the spiritual
master, such a person receives the seed of the
creeper of devotional service.”

In this explanation, Lord Caitanya states that
before the living entity receives the devotional
seed, he moves according to karma, the universal
law of action and reaction. Huston Smith, a
professor of philosophy at MIT, has said, “Science
has alerted the Western world to the importance
of causal relationships in the physical world.
Every physical event, we are inclined to believe,
has its cause, and every cause will have its
determinate effects. India extends this concept of
universal causation to include man’s moral and
spiritual life as well.”

The law of karma provides that one receives a
particular body on a particular planet, and suffers
or enjoys in material existence, according to the
quality of one’s previous thoughts and actions.

The Vedic literature explains that there are
millions of kinds of bodies the soul can inhabit,
ranging from microbes to human beings. Only in
the human form do we have the chance to break
out of the cycle of birth and death and attain our
natural state of God consciousness.

As recounted by Lord Caitanya, the karmic

PHOTO BY YAMARAJA DASA

journey involves not only travel through different
bodies but also different planets. The Vedas
inform us that there are many planets beyond
those we can see, all of which are inhabited.
Taking birth on earth is considered good karma,
because the conditions here are favourable for
cultivating God consciousness. On lower planets
there is too much suffering, and one must struggle
for bare survival. And on the upper planets, there
is so much material enjoyment that one may feel
no impetus for developing God consciousness.
But here we find a favourable balance of comfort
and distress—enough comfort to give us the peace
of mind to cultivate God consciousness, and just
enough suffering to make this desirable.

We are therefore good candidates for receiving
the seed of devotional service. Even so, it’s a rare
opportunity. Lord Caitanya told Rapa Gosvami
that only one who is fortunate meets a bona fide
spiritual master, who gives him the seed.

Who is the bona fide spiritual master? He is one
who in his words and personal behaviour
manifests perfect God consciousness. One
important qualification of the bona fide spiritual
master is that he appears in an authorised
disciplic succession. He carefully repeats what he
has heard from his spiritual master, who heard
the message from his spiritual master, who heard
from his, and so on. If you trace the message back
far enough, you find that it originates with Lord
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

For example, Lord Caitanya told the story of
the creeper of devotion to Ripa Gosvami five
centuries ago. What Lord Caitanya said was
described in the sixteenth century by Krsnadasa
Kaviraja Gosvami in his biography of Lord
Caitanya, Caitanya-caritamrta. This work was
passed down through the chain of spiritual
masters from Lord Caitanya, and in the seventh
decade of the twentieth century Srila Prabhupada
translated it into English. I've read the story of the
creeper of devotion in Srila Prabhupada’s
translation of Caitanya-caritamrta, and now 1
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am passing the story on to the readers of
Back to Godhead. And perhaps someday
youinturnwillberepeatingitto someone.

Howdoes one meet abona fide spiritual
master? Lord Krsna is in everyone’s heart
as the Supersoul, and as such He is inti-
mately aware of our innermost desires.
When Krsna detects that a conditioned
soul desires, perhaps even unconsciously,
to re-establish a loving relationship with
Him, He arranges for such a soul to meet
His confidential representative, the bona
fide spiritual master, who gives the bhakti-
lata-bija, the seed of the creeper of devo-
tional service.

Srila Prabhupada has given the follow-
ing explanation of that seed: “Everything
has an original cause, or seed. For any
idea, program, plan, or device, thereis first
of all the contemplation of the plan, and
that is called bija, or the seed. The meth-
ods, rules, and regulations by which one is
perfectly trained in devotional service
constitute the bhakti-lata-bija, or seed of
devotional service.”

The question is whether or not one will
actually cultivate this seed by taking up
the “methods, rules,and regulations.” The
choice is up to each individual. But one
should recognize thatifone does not culti-
vate the seed of devotional service, one
will certainly cultivate other seeds—the
seeds of material ambition.

In other words, desiring different types
of material gratification, one will contem-
plate the methods for obtaining such
gratification. One will perform a certain
kind of work, following certain rules and
regulations. If one desires to become
wealthy as a stock broker, he'll cultivate
that seed of desire by, possibly, obtaining
employment in a Wall Street firm and
learning to do business according to the
formal rules and regulations of the Stock
Exchange and the SEC. Butalthough he’ll
expend great effort cultivating such a seed
of material desire, the fruit he obtains
won’t be worth the effort; the result of his
work won’t carry him out of the cycle of
birth and death. Only devotional service
can free one from this endless suffering.
So it makes sense to cultivate the seed of
devotional service.

Lord Caitanya told Rapa Gosvami,
“When a person receives the seed of devo-
tional service, he should take care of it by
becoming a gardener and sowing the seed
inhis heart. If he waters the seed gradually
by the process of §ravana and kirtana
(hearing and chanting), the seed will be-
gin to sprout.”

“Hearing and chanting” means hearing
and chanting God’s holy names. God is
nondifferent from His names, so Krsna is
personally present in the Hare Krsna
mahd-mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. By

16 BACK TO GODHEAD

reading the mantra you have just put a
drop of water on the seed of devotional
servicein yourheart. Right now you could
repeat this mantra ten, twenty, orone hun-
dred times. That would be very good for
your seed of devotional service. If you
don’t water the seed, it won’t grow.
Hearing and chanting are natural. Un-
fortunately, we all spend quite a bitof time
each day hearingand talking about things
thatreally do not help us very much spirit-
ually. We hear the office gossip—the
vice-president’s getting transferred, the
company’s being reorganised, one of the
married women is carryingon with a male
co-worker. We hear family talk—Aunt
Beth has cancer, Uncle Bob’s retiring,
your cousin got arrested for selling co-
caine. We talk with our husbands and
wives about all kinds of things. We talk
about politics, the movies. We listen to the

l 1 Je are con-
stantly filling
our ears with all
kinds of repetitious
soul-deadening
sounds that ulti-
mately will not
help us escape the
cycle of birth and
death and awaken
our dormant love

of Godhead.

radio and watch television. We are con-
stantly filling our ears with all kinds of
repetitious soul-deadening sounds that
ultimately will not help usescape thecycle
of birth and death and awaken our dor-
mant love of Godhead, which alone can
make us permanently happy.

So somehow or other we have to make
time to chant the Hare Krsna mantra, to
read Bhagavad-gita, and to talk about
things connected with Krsna conscious-
ness. Otherwise our creeper of devotional
service will wither and die. It must be
properly watered with hearing and chant-
ing. This takes some effort and determina-
tion, which we’ll get when we become
convinced about how extremely impor-
tant it is to water the creeper of devotion.

Undoubtedly, people tend to feel that
their life is already too full, every second
allocated. That means if you want to add
chanting Hare Krsna to your life, you are
going to have to make room for it.

How much room? First you should
know that the Hare Krsna mantra is
chanted in two ways: quietly, onjapa med-
itation beads; and loudly, to musical ac-
companiment. Both are recommended.
Initiated disciplesin the Krsna conscious-
ness movement chant the Hare Krsna
mantra at least 1,728 times daily on medi-
tation beads (that's sixteen times around a
string of 108 beads and takes about two
hours)andspend atleastan houreach day
chanting Hare Krsna congregationally,
usually with mrdargas (drums) and kara-
talas (hand cymbals). If you are just
starting out, however, you might wish to
gradually build up to this level. Start with
an amount of chanting you are comforta-
ble with and can practice each day with-
out fail. Regularity is important.

Probably an easy way for many people
to make time for chantingis tocutbackon
the amount of television they watch. Is the
quality of your life really going to suffer if
you miss a couple of shows? Perhaps you
don’t watch much television. But if you
analyse your daily schedule, you will cer-
tainly be able to identify some time that
is not being spent very profitably. Elimi-
nate the marginally important activities
and substitute hearing and chanting,
which candeliverimmense transcendental
benefit.

If you do make time to chant, and do so
regularly, you will definitely notice re-
sults. Lord Caitanya said, “As one waters
the bhakti-lata-bija, the seed sprouts, and
the creeper gradually increases to the
point where it penetrates the walls of this
universe and goesbeyond the Viraja River
between the spiritual world and the ma-
terial world. It attains brahmaloka, the
Brahman effulgence, and, penetrating
through that stratum, it reaches the spiri-
tual sky and the spiritual planet Goloka
Vrndavana.”

Butlet’s be honest—these days it’s diffi-
cult to commit oneself to a path of action
beyond the material range. We tend to be
surrounded by people not at all interested
in talking or acting in a purely spiritual
way. Commitment is valued, but only to
things like getting a degree, attaining po-
litical office, making your mark in a ma-
terial way. To be sure, most people are
nominally members of some religion, but
their involvement is generally materially
motivated, in that their intention is to get
something from God or avoid undesira-
ble situations through God’s intercession.

In general, people are extremely reluc-
tant to discuss spiritual subjects. Conver-
sations among friends and family tend to
focus on purely mundane activities, and
unpleasant matters such as the suffering
of disease, old age, and death are politely
avoided. Although many people do won-
der about philosophical questions, such

(continued on page 22)
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The worldwide activities of the International

Jagannatha Wins in
U.S. Independence
Day Parade

Washington, D.C.—An estimated
eighty thousand people lining
Constitution Avenue here on July 4
for the U.S. Independence Day
parade were blessed with the
auspicious sight of Lord
Jagannatha, Lord Balarama, and
Lady Subhadra riding on their
brilliant chariot pulled by devotees
enthusiastically chanting the Lord’s
holy names and dancing. The
transcendental spectacle so
impressed the judges that they
awarded the devotees a plaque for
the best float in the parade, which
included 105 entries.

The annual parade is seen by
visitors from around the world. At
least 125 devotees participated and
appeared on television nationwide.
Next year devotees will hold a
festival after the parade, on the
National Mall, where half a million
people gather each year for U.S.
Independence Day celebrations.

-
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Devotee Brings Krsna
To the Elderly

Murwillumbah, Australia—
Satananda-devi dasi, a member of
the New Govardhana farm
community here and a part-time
nurse at a Gold Coast old persons’
home, has influenced many of the
staff and residents of the home to
accept the practices of Krsna
consciousness. Many of the
residents now wear neck beads,
regularly chant the Hare Krsna
mantra on beads, and wait
anxiously for Satananda dasi to
arrive with Deity garlands and
milk sweets. At least one woman
died with her neck beads on and
clutching her chanting beads.

The residents of the home also
like to read about Krsna
consciousness. A visitor to the
home will find Back to Godhead
magazines in the magazine rack
and Srila Prabhupada’s books on
shelves and lying around on chairs
and tables, where they have been

Duringthe U.S. Independence Day parade, devotees chant and dance down Constitution Avenuein
Washington, D.C., while pulling Lord Jagannatha’s prize-winning charior.

VEVO VIVHYINVA

Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

left temporarily, to again be taken
up after a nap or a meal.

Satdnanda dasi has even
persuaded the management to
introduce a selected vegetarian diet
to all residents, using recipes from
cookbooks of the Krsna
consciousness movement. It wasn't
easy. because she had to win the
support of both the management
and the staff. The kitchen staff had
to be educated in the art of
vegetarian cooking.

The head matron at the home
and many of the staff members
have visited New Govardhana for
Sunday Feasts and have spent a
pleasant day at the farm and at
Satananda’s home. Some of them
have become vegetarians and are
becoming more and more
interested in Krsna consciousness.

A group of residents organised a
tour of New Govardhana and
returned to the home expounding
the virtues of the farm and the
devotees, no doubt influencing
others to appreciate Krsna
consciousness. Many of them are
in their nineties and will die with
fond memories of Krsna.

Soviet Devotees
Not Free Yet

Almyiks Giird, Sweden—Despite
official Soviet recognition of Krsna
consciousness as a state-approved
religion, the Committee to Free
Soviet Hare Krishnas (CFSHK) is
still concerned about the
precarious situation of ISKCON
members in the Soviet Union. A
CFSHK spokesman has described
the registration as a mixed blessing
that came only after the Soviet
government had failed to curtail
the Krsna consciousness movement
by other means.

The Moscow Society for Krishna
Consciousness was officially
founded on June 20, but that
doesn’t mean the persecution is
necessarily over for the Soviet
devotees. “Registration actually
means control,” the CFSHK
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spokesman said. “Registered
religions are always under the
heavy scrutiny of the Council for
Religious Affairs, and if a
recognised religion violates the
terms of registration, there is the
ever-looming chance that
registration can be revoked.”

In a press release dated June 20,
Soviet émigré Vedavyasa dasa, who
spent time in a Soviet psychiatric
hospital for his involvement with
the Krsna consciousness
movement, noted that “actual
freedom of religion—freedom to
preach in public, print and
distribute religious literatures in big
quantities, travel outside the USSR
for religious education and
pilgrimage—these and so many
other things are yet required for the
Hare Krsna followers in the Soviet
Union.”

Six devotees in the Soviet Union
are still prisoners of conscience—
one in prison, one in a labour

Every Town and Village

camp, and four under compulsory
labour.

The imprisoned devotee,
Vrndavana dasa (Vladimir
Kustrya), is ill because of poor
conditions and mistreatment
suffered while serving less than two
years of a five-year labour-camp
sentence. When Vrndavana’s legs
became swollen, making it difficult
for him to walk, he refused to
perform his work of cutting wood.
Because of his “disobedient
behaviour,” he was transferred on
March 25 from his labour camp in
Kirovskaya Territory to a
maximum security prison in
Ulyanovskaya Territory, where
conditions are worse. He may send
one letter every two months and
receive one parcel every six
months.

Amala-bhakta dasa (Yevgeny
Lyubinsky) has served one and a
half years of a four-year sentence
in a labour camp and suffers from

Festivals & Calendar

Krsnaconscious devotees follow a spiritual calendar that divides the year into twelve months,
each named for a different form of Krsna. The devotees at the Hare Krsna centre nearest you
will gladly tell you more about the meaning of the festivals listed here.

Month of Hrsikesa
(August 28-September 25)

September 3—Sri Krsna-janmastami, the
appearance anniversary of Lord Krsna.
Fasting till midnight. Call your local Hare
Krsna temple for a schedule of events.

September 4—Appearance anniversary
of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, founder-acarya ofthe
International Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness. Fasting till noon, followed by
feasting.

September 6—Annada Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

September 16—Appearance anniversary
of Srimati Sita-devi, the consort of Srila
Advaita Acarya.

September 17—Anniversary of Srila
Prabhupéada’sarrivalinthe United Statesin
1965.

September 19—Appearance anniversary
of Srimati Radharani. Fasting till noon, fol-
lowed by feasting.

September 22—Parsva Ekadasl. Fasting
from grains and beans.
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September 23—Sri Vamana-dvadasi,
appearance anniversary of Lord Vamana-
deva. Appearance anniversary of Srila Jiva
Gosvami, one of the six Gosvamis of V-
davana.

September 24—Appearance anniversary
of Srila Bhaktivinoda Théakura, father of
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
(Srila Prabhupada’s spiritual master), and
a pioneer in preaching Krsna conscious-
ness in English. Fasting till noon, followed
by feasting.

September 25—Disappearanceanniver-
sary of Srila Haridasa Thakura, the fore-
mostteacherofthechanting of Hare Krsna.
Third month of Caturmasya begins(fasting
from milk).

Month of Padmanabha
(September 26-October 25)

October 6—Indira Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

October 20—Sri Ramacandra-vijayotsava,
the anniversary of Lord Ramacandra’s vic-
tory over the demon Ravana. Also, appear-
ance anniversary of Srila Madhvacarya, a
great teacher of devotional service.
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tuberculosis. His case was brought
to the attention of President and
Mrs. Reagan when his wife,
Svetlana, and their three children
were invited to attend a reception
during the Moscow summit talks at
the end of May.

The CFSHK expresses guarded
optimism for the future. A
spokesman described a recent
meeting between Soviet General
Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev and
Patriarch Pimen, head of the
Russian Orthodox Church.
“During this meeting Gorbachev
talked about religious freedom in
the Soviet Union and how it must
be respected. We are hopeful that
with Gorbachev in charge, things
will continue in a progressive
manner,” the spokesman said.

RESOURCES

Now your television can bring you
closer to Krsna. Videocassettes from
ITV (ISKCON Television) bring
the spiritual vision of Krsna into
your home.

See the pastimes of Lord Krsna
and Lord Rama. . . . Visit the
centers of the Hare Krsna
movement around the world. . . .
Attend classes given by Srila
Prabhupada himself. . . . Relish
the life story of Srila Prabhupada
in Your Ever Well-Wisher.

Almost 100 shows to choose
from. Top-quality, low-priced
videocassettes. Available in %-inch,
¥%-inch, NTSC (American), and
PAL (overseas).

For a full catalog, send $1.00 (U.S.)
to ITV, 3812 Bagley Avenue, Culver
City, California, 90232, USA.

Plain living, high thinking. Get out
of the city—away from the noise,
pollution, and the anxiety and
madness of city life. Come back to
a simpler, more natural way of life.
Live close to the earth, close to
God. The Hare Krsna movement
has thirty-four farm communities
throughout the world. These are
sacred places where your spirits
can unfold. And at the same time,
they're realistic, practical places,
where you can build a sane, stable
life for yourself and, if you're
married, for your family.

To find out more, get in touch
with the ISKCON farm community
nearest you.
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SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the “cream of the Vedic literatures” of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history. toexplain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The original
Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-dearya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: “The Status Quo”’

CHAPTER TWENTY
Conversation Between Maitreya and Vidura
In this installment of our continuing presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam,

the sage Maitreya begins to answer the inquiries of Vidura, a great devotee of
Lord Krsna, concerning the creation of the material world.
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maitreya uvdca
daivena durvitarkyena
parendnimisena ca
jata-ksobhad bhagavato
mahdn dsid guna-trayat
maitreyah uvdca—Maitreya said: daivena—by superior management
known as destiny; durvitarkyena—beyond empiric speculation; pa-
rena—by Mahi-Visnu: animisena—by the potency of eternal time; ca—
and; jata-ksobhat—the equilibrium was agitated; bhagavatah—of the
Personality of Godhead: mahdn—the total material elements (the
mahat-tattva); dsit—were produced; guna-traydt—from the three
modes of nature.
TRANSLATION

Maitreya said: When the equilibrium of the combination of the
three modes of nature was agitated by the unseen activity of the
living entity, by Maha-Visnu and by the force of time, the total
material elements were produced.

PURPORT

The cause of the material creation is described here very lucidly. The
first cause is daiva, or the destiny of the conditioned soul. The material
creation exists for the conditioned soul who wanted to become a false lord
for sense enjoyment. One cannot trace out the history of when the condi-
tioned soul first desired to lord it over material nature, but in Vedic
literature we always find that the material creation is meant for the sense
enjoyment of the conditioned soul. There is a nice verse which says that
the sum and substance of the conditioned soul’s sense enjoyment is that
as soon as he forgets his primary duty, to render service to the Lord, he
creates an atmosphere of sense enjoyment, which is called mayd; that is
the cause of material creation.

Another word used here is durvitarkyena. No one can argue about
when and how the conditioned soul became desirous of sense enjoyment,
but the cause is there. Material nature is an atmosphere meant only for
the sense enjoyment of the conditioned soul, and it is created by the Per-
sonality of Godhead. It is mentioned here that in the beginning of the
creation the material nature, or prahrti, is agitated by the Personality of
Godhead, Visnu. There are three Yisnus mentioned. One is Maha-Visnu,

another is Garbhodakasiyi Visnu. and the third is Ksirodakasayi Visnu.
The First Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam discusses all these three Visnus,
and here also it is confirmed that Visnu is the cause of creation. From
Bhagavad-gita also we learn that prakrti begins to work and is still work-
ing under Krsna's, or Visnu's, glance of superintendence, but the
Supreme Personality of Godhead is unchangeable. One should not
mistakenly think that because the creation emanates from the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, He has therefore transformed into this material
cosmic manifestation. He exists in His personal form always, but the cos-
mic manifestation takes place by His inconceivable potency. The work-
ings of that energy are difficult to comprehend. but it is understood from
Vedic literature that the conditioned soul creates his own destiny and is
offered a particular body by the laws of nature under the superinten-
dence of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. who always accompanies
him as Paramatma.

TEXT 13
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rajah-pradhanén mahatas
tri-lingo daiva-coditat

jatah sasarja bhatadir
viyad-adini pancasah

rajah-pradhanat—in which the element of rajas, or passion, predomi-
nates; mahatah—from the mahat-tattva; tri-lingah—of three kinds;
daiva-coditat—impelled by superior authority; jatah—was born;
sasarja—evolved; bhita-adih—the false ego (origin of the material ele-
ments); viyal—the ether; ddini—beginning with; paficasah—in groups
of five.
TRANSLATION

As impelled by the destiny of the jiva, the false ego, which is of
three kinds, evolved from the mahat-tattva, in which the element
of rajas predominates. From the ego, in turn, evolved many
groups of five principles.

PURPORT

The primordial matter, or prakrti, material nature, consisting of three
modes, generates four groups of five. The first group is called elementary
and consists of earth, water, fire, air and ether. The second group of five
is called tan-matra, referring to the subtle elements (sense objects):
sound, touch, form, taste and smell. The third group is the five sense
organs for acquiring knowledge: eyes, ears. nose. tongue and skin. The
fourth group is the five working senses: speech, hands, feet, anus and
genitals. Some say that there are five groups of five. One group is the
sense objects, one is the five elements, one is the five sense organs for ac-
quiring knowledge, another is the senses for working. and the fifth
group is the five deities who control these divisions.

TEXT
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tani caikaikasah srastum
asamarthan: bhautikam

samhatya daiva-yogena
haimam andam avdsrjan

tani—those elements: ca—and; eka-ekasah—separately; srastum—to
produce; asamarthani—unable; bhautikam—the material universe;
samhatya—having bined; daiva-yogena—with the energy of the
Supreme Lord; huimam—shmmg like gold: andam—globe; avdsran—
produced.

TRANSLATION

Separately unable to produce the material universe, they com-
bined with the help of the energy of the Supreme Lord and were
able to produce a shining egg.

TEXT 15
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so ‘Sayistabdhi-salile
dndakoso nirdtmakah

sagram vai varsa-séhasram
anvavdtsit tam iSvarah

sah—it; asayista—lay; abdhi-salile—on the waters of the Causal
Ocean; dnda-kosah—egg; niratmakah—in an unconscious state; sa-
agram—a little more than; vai—in fact; varsa-sahasram—a thousand
years; anvavdisit—became situated; fam—in the egg: iSvarah—the

Lord.

TRANSLATION
For over one thousand years the shiny egg lay on the waters of

the Causal Ocean in the lifeless state. Then the Lord entered it as
Garbhodakasayi Visnu.

PURPORT

From this verse it appears that all the universes are floating in the
Causal Ocean.

TEXT 16
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tasya nabher abhiit padmar
sahasrdarkoru-didhiti
sarva-fivanikayauko
yatra svayam abhat svarat

tasya—of the Lord: nabheh—from the navel: abhat—sprouted up;
padmam—a lotus; sahasra-arka—a thousand suns: uru—more:
didhiti—with dazzling splendor: sarva—all; jiva-nikdya—resting place
of conditioned souls: okah—place: yatra—where: svayam—himself:
abhat—emanated; sva-ra—the omnipotent (Lord Brahma).

TRANSLATION

From the navel of the Personality of Godhead Garbhodakasayi
Visnu sprouted a lotus flower effulgent like a thousand blazing
suns, This lotus flower is the reservoir of all conditioned souls,
and the first living entity who came out of the lotus flower was the
omnipotent Brahma.,

PURPORT

It appears from this verse that the conditioned souls who rested within
the body of the Personality of Godhead after the dissolution of the last
creation came out in the sum total form of the lotus. This is called
hiranyagarbha. The first living entity to come out was Lord Brahma.
who is independently able to create the rest of the manifested universe.
The lotus is described here as effulgent as the glare of a thousand suns.
This indicates that the living entities, as parts and parcels of the Supreme
Lord, are also of the same quality. since the Lord also diffuses His bodily
glare, known as brahmajyoti. The description of Vaikunthaloka, as stated
in Bhagavad-gita and other Vedic literatures, is confirmed herewith. In
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Vaikuntha, the spiritual sky, there is no need of sunshine, moonshine,
electricity or fire. Every planet there is self-effulgent like the sun.

TEXT 17
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so nuvisto bhagavata
yah Sete salilasaye
loka-samstham yatha pirvam
nirmame samsthaya svaya

sahi—Lord Brahmi; anuvistah—was entered: bhagavati—by the
Lord; yah—who; sete—sleeps: salila-Gsaye—on the Garbhodaka Ocean:
loka-samstham—the universe: yathd pirvam—as previously: nir-
mame—created; samsthayd—by intelligence: svayd—his own.

TRANSLATION

When that Supreme Personality of Godhead who is lying on the
Garbhodaka Ocean entered the heart of Brahma, Brahma brought
his intelligence to bear, and with the intelligence invoked he
began to create the universe as it was before.

PURPORT

At a certain time, the Personality of Godhead, Kiranodakasayi Visnu,
lies in the Karana Ocean and produces many thousands of universes
from His breathing; then He enters again into each and every universe
as Garbhodakasiyi Visnu and fills up half of each universe with His own
perspiration. The other half of the universe remains vacant, and that va-
cant region is called outer space. Then the lotus flower sprouts from His
abdomen and produces the first living creature, Brahma. Then again, as
Ksirodakasayi Visnu, the Lord enters into the heart of every living en-
tity, including Brahma. This is confirmed in Bhagavad-gitd, Fifteenth
Chapter. The Lord says, *'I am seated in everyone's heart, and by Me are
remembrance and forgetfulness made possible.” As the witness of the
activities of the individual entities, the Lord gives each one remembrance
and intelligence to act according to his desire at the time he was annihi-
lated in his last birth in the last millennium. This intelligence is invoked
according to one’s own capacity, or by the law of karma.

Brahma was the first living entity, and he was empowered by the
Supreme Lord to act in charge of the mode of passion; therefore, he was
given the required intelligence, which is so powerful and extensive that
he is almost independent of the control of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. Just as a highly posted manager is almost as independent as the
owner of a firm, Brahma is described here as independent because, as the
Lord's representative to control the universe, he is almost as powerful
and independent as the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The Lord, as
the Supersoul within Brahmd, gave him the intelligence to create. The
creative power, therefore, of every living entity is not his own; it is by
the grace of the Lord that one can create. There are many scientists and
great workers in this material world who have wonderful creative force,
but they act and create only according to the direction of the Supreme
Lord. A scientist may create many wonderful inventions by the direction
of the Lord, but it is not possible for him to overcome the stringent laws
of material nature by his intelligence, nor is it possible to acquire such
intelligence from the Lord, for the Lord’s supremacy would then be
hampered. It is stated in this verse that Brahma created the universe as it
was before. This means that he created everything by the same name and
form as in the previous cosmic manifestation.

TEXT 18
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sasarja cchayaydvidyam
paiica-parvinam agratah

tamisram andha-tdmisram
tamo moho mahd-tamah

sasarja—created; chdyayd—with his shadow; avidydm—ignorance;
panca-parvanam—five varieties; agratah—frst of all; tamisram—



tamisra; andha-tdmisram—andha-tdmisra; tamah—tamas; mohah—
moha; mahd-tamah—mahd-tamas, or mahda-moha.

TRANSLATION

First of all, Brahma created from his shadow the coverings of ig-
norance of the conditioned souls. They are five in number and are
called tdmisra, andha-timisra, tamas, moha and mahi-moha.

PURPORT

The conditioned souls, or living entities who come to the material
world to enjoy sense gratification, are covered in the beginning by five
different conditions. The first condition is a covering of tamisra, or
anger. Constitutionally, each and every living entity has minute indepen-
dence; it is misuse of that minute independence for the conditioned soul
to think that he can also enjoy like the Supreme Lord or to think, “Why
shall I not be a free enjoyer like the Supreme Lord?"" This forgetfulness
of his constitutional position is due to anger or envy. The living entity,
being eternally a part-and-parcel servitor of the Supreme Lord, can
never, by constitution, be an equal enjoyer with the Lord. When he
forgets this, however, and tries to be one with Him, his condition is
called tamisra. Even in the field of spiritual realization, this tamisra
mentality of the living entity is hard to overcome. In trying to get out of
the entanglement of material life, there are many who want to be one
with the Supreme. Even in their transcendental activities, this lower-
grade mentality of tdmisra continues.

Andha-tamisra involves considering death to be the ultimate end. The
atheists generally think that the body is the self and that everything ia
therefore ended with the end of the body. Thus they want to enjoy ma-
terial life as far as possible during the existence of the body. Their theory
is: “As long as you live, you should live prosperously. Never mind
whether you commit all kinds of so-called sins. You must eat
sumptuously. Beg, borrow and steal, and if you think that by stealing and
borrowing you are being entangled in sinful activities for which you will
have to pay, then just forget that misconception because after death
everything is finished. No one is responsible for anything he does during
his life.” This atheistic conception of life is killing human civilization,
for it is without knowledge of the continuation of eternal life.

This andha-tdmisra ignorance is due to tamas. The condition of not
knowing anything about the spirit soul is called tamas. This material
world is also generally called tamas because ninety-nine percent of its
living entities are ignorant of their identity as soul. Almost everyone is
thinking that he is this body; he has no information of the spirit soul.
Guided by this misconception, one always thinks, *“This is my body, and
anything in relationship with this body is mine.” For such misguided liv-
ing entities, sex life is the background of material existence. Actually,
the conditioned souls, in ignorance in this material world, are simply
guided by sex life, and as soon as they get the opportunity for sex life,
they become attached to so-called home, motherland, children, wealth
and opulence. As these attachments increase, moha, or the illusion of the
bodily concept of life, also increases. Thus the idea that **1 am this body,
and everything belonging to this body is mine" also increases, and as the
whole world is put into moha, sectarian societies, families and na-
tionalities are created, and they fight with one another. Mahd-moha
means to be mad after material enjoyment. Especially in this age of Kali,
everyone is overwhelmed by the madness to accumulate paraphernalia
for material enjoyment. These definitions are very nicely given in Visnu
Purdna, wherein it is said:

tamo 'viveko mohah syad
antah-karana-vibhramah

mahd-mohas tu vijiieyo
gramya-bhoga-sukhaisand

warananm hy andha-tami
tamisram krodha ucyate
avidyd pafica-parvaisd
pradurbhiita mahatmanah

TEXT 19
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visasarjatmanah kayam
nabhinandams tamomayam

jagrhur yaksa-raksamsi
rdtrim ksut-trt-samudbhavim

visasarja—threw off; dtmanah—his own: kdyam—body; na—not;
abhinandan—being pleased; tamah-mayam—made of ignorance;
jagrhuh—took possession; yaksa-raksarnsi—the Yaksas and Raksasas;
ratrim—night; ksut—hunger; trf—thirst; samudbhavdm —the source.

TRANSLATION
Out of disgust, Brahmi threw off the body of ignorance, and
taking this opportunity, Yaksas and Raksasas sprang for possession
of the body, which continued to exist in the form of night. Night is
the source of hunger and thirst.

TEXT 20
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ity deuh ksut-frd-arditah

ksut-trdbhyam—by hunger and thirst: upasrstah—were overcome;
te—the demons (Yaksas and Riksasas): tam —Lord Brahma; jagdhum —
to eat; abhidudruvuh—ran toward: md—do not; raksata—spare;
enam—him; joksadhvam—eat; iti—thus; dcuh—said: ksut-tri-ar-
ditah—afHlicted by hunger and thirst.

TRANSLATION

Overpowered by hunger and thirst, they ran to devour Brahma
from all sides and cried, *““Spare him not! Eat him up!”

PURPORT

The representatives of the Yaksas and Riksasas still exist in some
countries of the world. It is understood that such uncivilized men take
pleasure in killing their own grandfathers and holding a *‘love feast™ by
roasting the bodies.

TEXT 21
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devas tdn aha samvigno
mad mam jaksata raksata

aho me yaksa-raksamsi
praja yiyarm babhuvitha

devah—Lord Brahma; tdn—to them; aha—said; samvignah—being
anxious; md—do not; mdm—me: jaksata—eat; raksata—protect;
aho—oh: me—my; yakm-rakg}irhsi —O Yaksas and Raksasas; prajah—
sons; ydyam—you; babhivitha—were born.

TRANSLATION

Brahma, the head of the demigods, full of anxiety, asked them,
*Do not eat me, but protect me. You are born from me and have
become my sons. Therefore you are Yaksas and Raksasas.”

PURPORT

The demons who were born from the body of Brahma were called Yak-
sas and Raksasas because some of them cried that Brahma should be
eaten and the others cried that he should not be protected. The ones who
said that he should be eaten were called Yaksas, and the ones who said
that he should not be protected became Raksasas, man-eaters. The two,
Yaksas and Raksasas, are the original creation by Brahmi and are repre-
sented even until today in the uncivilized men who are scattered all over
the universe. They are born of the mode of ignorance, and therefore, be-
cause of their behavior, they are called Raksasas, or man-eaters.

(continued in next issue)

BACKTO GODHEAD 21



CREEPER

(continued from page 16)

as the nature of the self or the nature of
God, who dares to bring them up in the
middle of a football game or the evening
news? The pressure is always on to keep
your mouth shut about such things—
whatto speak of the pressure againstactu-
ally doing something like watering your
creeper by chanting the Hare Krsna man-
tra for an hour or two each day.

Whata statementthat would be! Taking
time out from all the routine stereotype
activities to clear your mind and meditate
on the all-powerful names of God? What
onearth for? No doubtitwould bedifficult
to do so in front of unsympathetic per-
sons. So then you have to arrange to do so
elsewhere. Perhaps you go to a room
where you can be alone and chant. Back
outin the television room they’re wonder-
ingwhatyou’reupto. Butatacertain point
you have to be able to rise above the social
pressure not to chant and do it, convinced
that it is important and beneficial. You
know that if you don’t water your creeper,
it’s going to shrivel, and your understand-
ing of your spiritual identity will be
stunted.

Don’t expect much encouragement.
Unless they are also Krsna conscious,
your friends and family are not likely to
push you to make spiritual progress. They
generally want you to be like them—
primarily concerned abouteconomic and
social and physical well-being. If you were
to tell them you're going outto jog or work
out, that’s fine. But tell them you’re going
out to do some chanting to elevate your
spiritual awareness, well . ..

So it would be nice to have support, but

dont expect it. Pick up your beads, head
out the door, and go to a park and chant
for an hour. Do it every day. Others will
eventually get used to it. Or maybe they
won't getused to it. Some people never do.
Thatis what makesliving in a community
of people who are practicing Krsna con-
sciousness attractive—there is a lot of
support and encouragement for spiritual
development, instead of discouragement
or begrudging tolerance. The creeper of
devotional service naturally flourishes in
such a friendly environment.

Lord Caitanya told Rapa Gosvami:
“Being situated in one’s heart and being
watered by $ravana-kirtana, the bhakti
creeper grows more and more. In this way
it attains shelter of the desire tree of the lo-
tus feet of Krsna, who is eternally situated
in the planet known as Goloka Vrnda-
vana in the topmost region of the spiritual
sky. The creeper greatly expands in the
Goloka Vrndavana planet, and there it
produces the fruit of love for Krsna. Al-
though remaining in the material world,
the gardener regularly sprinkles the
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creeper with the water of hearing and
chanting.”

Therefore you can be moving through
this world, just like everyone else, and si-
multaneously be experiencing your origi-
nal, spiritual nature and eternal loving
connection with the Supreme Lord Krsna.

Srila Prabhupada writes, “The condi-
tioned soul within the material world can
neither understand nor appreciate how
the devotee in the material world can ren-
der confidential service to the Lord out of
feelings of ecstaticlove and alwaysengage
in pleasingthe Supreme Lord’s senses. Al-
though seen within this material world,
the pure devotee always engages in the
confidential service of the Lord.” If you
want to experience this, keep watering
your creeper with the hearing and chant-
ing of the holy name of the Lord. Those
around you may not understand—but
you will understand what'’s happening to

Ym can be
moving in this
material world,
just like everyone
else, and simul-
taneously be ex-
periencing your
original, spiritual
nature and eternal
connection with
the Supreme Lord,
SrT Krsna.

you as you experience increasing tran-
scendental pleasure and satisfaction.

Beyond watering the creeper of devo-
tion, one must protect it from disturb-
ances. Lord Caitanya told Ripa Gosvami,
“If the devotee commits an offense at the
feet of a Vaisnava while cultivating the
creeper of devotional service in the ma-
terial world, his offense is compared to a
mad elephant that uproots the creeper
and breaks it. In this way the leaves of the
creeper are dried up.”

Aswe have seen, one obtains the seed of
the creeper of devotional service from the
bona fide spiritual master, who is a pure
Vaisnava, a devotee of Krsna. The spiri-
tual master guides one along the path of
spiritual advancement. So the relation-
ship between spiritual master and disci-
ple is very confidential. In any intimate
relationship one has to be very careful, for
bad feelings may develop and poison the

entire relationship. Similarly, if the disci-
ple behaves improperly or disrespectfully
toward his Vaisnava guru, he greatly ham-
pers his spiritual progress. One must
therefore guard against offenses, which
are compared to a mad elephant. One of
the chiefoffenses is to disobey the instruc-
tions of the spiritual master, especially the
instructions to avoid the unwanted activi-
ties ofillicit sex, intoxication, meat-eating,
and gambling. Lord Caitanya said, “The
gardener mustdefend the creeper by fenc-
ing it all around so that the powerful ele-
phant of offenses may not enter.”

Lord Caitanya further told Rupa Go-
svami: “Sometimes unwanted creepers,
such as the creepers of desires for material
enjoyment and liberation from the ma-
terial world, grow along with the creeper
of devotional service. The varieties of such
unwanted creepers are unlimited. Some
unnecessary creepers growing along with
the bhakti creeper are the creepers of be-
haviour unacceptable for those trying to
attain perfection, diplomatic behaviour,
animal killing, mundane profiteering,
mundane adoration, and mundane im-
portance. All these are unwanted creep-
ers. If one does not distinguish between
the bhakti-latd creeper and the other
creepers, the sprinkling of water is mis-
used because the other creepers are nour-
ished while the bhakti-lata creeper is
curtailed. As soon as an intelligent devo-
tee sees an unwanted creeper growing be-
side the original creeper, he must cut it
down instantly.”

Srila Prabhupada comments: “Some-
times these unwanted creepers look ex-
actly like the bhakti-lata creeper. They
appear to be of the same size and the same
species. . .. A pure devotee can distin-
guish between the bhakti-lata creeper and
a mundane creeper, and he is very alert to
distinguish them and keep them separate.”

So, progress in spiritual life is not so
easy. It requires constant attention and
vigilance, and most of all it requires
help—the kind of help only a bona fide
spiritual master can give. The spiritual
master is the expert gardener who can
help us properly cultivate the rare plant of
the creeper of devotional service.

Lord Caitanya told Rapa Gosvami
what happens if proper care is taken:
“Then the real creeper of bhakti-lata-bija
grows nicely, returns home, back to God-
head, and seeks shelter under the lotus
feetof Krsna. When the fruit of devotional
service becomes ripe and falls down, the
gardener tastes the fruitand thus takes ad-
vantage of the creeper and reaches the de-
sire tree of the lotus feet of Krsna in
Goloka Vrndavana. There the devotee
serves the lotus feet of the Lord, which are
compared to a wish-fulfilling tree. With
great bliss he tastes the juice of the fruit of
love and becomes eternally happy.” E3J



Coming to Krsna

UP FROM
HE ORDINAR

To gain fame and recognition, he wanted to become
a pop music star. But he thought his ultimate perfection
would come by merging into the “Supreme Oneness.”

wasbornandraisedin Syra-

cuse, a city in central New
York state known for, if any-
thing, its university. With my
two older brothers—one two
years older and the other thir-
teen years older—I was brought
up in a lower middle-class
environment mostly by my
mother, since our alcoholic
father was practically always
drunk and hardly ever athome.
My mother would occasionally
go to church on Sunday and
sometimes insist that I go with
her. But as a child I was disillu-
sioned by religion, because I
noticed so much hypocrisy in
so-called religious people, in-
cluding my mother.

As we were growing up, my
brother who was closest to my
age would enjoy harassing me
and making me fight with him.
Naturally, he would mostly
win, being bigger and stronger
than me, and I would sometimes get so
frustrated that I would cry to my motheror
my older brother, whom I respected al-
most as a father. I was always rather thin
and generally shorter than most of my
peers in school. I was shy and reclusive
and had only a few close friends. I began
stuttering in the first grade and never got
over it. I envied those persons who were
popularand attractive.I dreamed of win-
ning popularity by becoming a popular
music star.

While I was in high school, I joined the
local drum and bugle corps, the Syracuse
Marauders. I had an inclination toward
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percussion instruments, but since I'd
never had any formal training in playing
drums or reading music, I wasn’t placed
on the drum line but was put on the
simplercymbal line.I rememberthinking
how much fun it was being with the group,
traveling with them to play in parades or
competitions. It was exciting to show off
my skill at twirling the twenty-inch cym-
bals. I began to feel like I already was a
music star. Since I was one of only three
cymbal players in our corps of about forty
young people, everyone had to notice
me!

After graduating from high school in

June, 1972, 1 worked during the
day and a took a couple of col-
lege courses in the evening.
Two years later, looking for a
basis for some kind of solid ca-
reer, I enlisted in the U.S. Air
Force. I worked in satellite
communications.

In myspare time atthe base I
taught myself how to read and
write music. Even as a child I
had made up melodies and lyr-
ics, dreamingofthe day when I
couldcutarecord. Ononebase
where I was stationed overseas,
a few of my friends and I
formed a pop band, and we
would perform in the base
service club on weekends. I
would sometimes sing lead
while playing drums. After
three and a halfyears I decided
not to make a career of the Air
Force. I still wanted to be a big
music star. In May, 1978, at the
end of myfour-yearenlistment,
I was honorably discharged.

Soon after my discharge I purchased a
set of drums, thinking ahead to the time
when I would use them professionally. I
lived with my mother then, so I was some-
whatrestricted in my drum practicing. But
she had an old uprightpiano, and I would
practice my songs and write new ones us-
ing this piano. Occasionally a few friends
would come over and we would play mu-
sic together. I knew I wasn’t a great
drummer, and I'd had very little practical
experience with playing piano and no
formal voice training, but still I was sure
I was destined to “make it” in my life and
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be something above the ordinary.
Besides playing music, I liked to read
about unusual happenings, like UFQ’s,
the Bermuda Triangle, ghosts, reincarna-
tion, and so on. I had come across the
word karma in my readings on reincarna-
tion, and I came to the conclusion that my
karma was OK. It didn’t seem as bad as
thatofothersI knewand admired, includ-
ing pop stars. So, as I was gaining more
and more confidence in myself'as a singer
and musician, I thought, “Why not take
the big step and make a record?”
Ineatly wrote down seven oreight of my
best songs on professional-looking song
paper and mailed them to the Library of
Congress in Washington, D.C., to have
them copyrighted. Then I went to a local
recording studio and recorded the songs
for an album. The studio had the usual
multi-track recording system, where one
could record different instruments and
voices on separate tape tracks and later
blend them together. It took me a month
and cost $1,000 to complete the recording.
I wasn't really satisfied with the results,
but I went to New York City with some
copies of my record in hopes of capturing
the interest of some of the bigger record
companies. The receptionists were gener-
ally rude and so busy that I couldn’teven
get in the door. I began to think, “There
must be hundreds of guys like me in New
York who are trying to do the same thing.”
I began to get discouraged, feeling insig-
nificant. After a few days, I went back to
Syracuse and to the student-run Syracuse
University radio station to see if they
would play my record. They played a
couple of selections on the air, but I didn’t
get the recognition I was looking for.
Then I saw a music contest advertised
in a popular music magazine. Among the
prizes was a chance to record with a major
recording company. I entered my al-
bum—along with an entry fee—and
waited. I never got a reply, or even an
acknowledgment. My pride was crushed.
I was still reading about things like
karma and reincarnation, and I came to
an understanding that this life wasn’t the
all-in-all, and that the perfection of my life
was to some day, or in some future life, to
merge with the “Supreme Oneness,” from
where we originated. I went to a medita-
tion session where a svamr was asking
everyone to sit silently with eyes closed
and meditate. I can’t remember what we
were supposed to “meditate” on, but I do
remember that soon after attending the
session [ received an invitation to attend a
weekend meditation session in the coun-
try with the same svami, but I would have
to pay $200.00 to attend it. Thinking it was
too much money, I decided not to go, al-
though I retained my interest in merging
in oneness.
Soon after this I met a couple of Hare
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KrsnadevoteesinaparkinglotasIwas go-
ing to my car. They were friendly young
men, and I was immediately impressed
with their honesty. I was also impressed
with what they were explaining about the
literature they were selling. I felt I needed
some genuine enlightenment, as well as
some encouragement in my quest for my
ultimate goal of becoming one with the
Supreme, so I gave a donation and took a
Back 10 Godhead magazine and a book
called Srimad-Bhagavatam. The devotees
also invited me to their “Sunday Love
Feast” in Manhattan.

Days after we parted I still remembered
with relish and amazement my meeting
with these two devotees. “Even in these
modern times,” I thought, “there are still
people who live a God-centered life and
who aren’t hypocrites.” I wrote a letter to

en the devo-

tees said they
would like to visit
me at my apart-
ment, I was reluc-
tant at first because
I knew it would
mean I was com-
mitting myself
more than I want-
ed to at that
time. . . . It would
mean I was becom-
ing one of them.

their temple praising the devotees in
hopes that they would get rewarded. I also
expressed my sincere appreciation for the
literature they had given me.Thadlearned
fromitthattryingto become one with God
was forlessintelligent persons, because to
become one with God was actuallyimpos-
sible anyway: we are eternally His subor-
dinate parts.

A couple of weeks after sending the let-
ter, I got a phone call from a devotee at the
New York temple telling me that they were
very happy to receive my letter and that
the temple president had even read it to
the assembled devotees during the morn-
ing announcements in the temple. Natu-
rally I was very pleased to hear this news.
But when my caller said that some devo-
tees would like to visit me at my apartment
in Syracuse, I was reluctant at first be-

cause I knew it would mean that I was
committing myself more than I wanted to
at that time. It would mean I would agree
to be preached to. In other words, it would
mean [ was becoming one of them. Later I
thought, “What harm could one visitdo? I
could always tell them not to come back if
Iwasn’treallyinterested in whatthey were
doing.” So, when the devotee called back, I
agreed that they could come.

Three devotees from the Manhattan
temple arrived in their mobile home.
Being shy, I was touched by their friendli-
ness and boldness. I was thinking, “These
people must really believe in what they
teach, because they’re walking around
very casually with their traditional robes
and shaved heads, as if it were a natural,
normal thing.”

On and off for a couple of years I had
been trying to be a vegetarian, for health
reasons only, but after tasting the vege-
tarian meal they cooked, I knew it was
something special. They showed me how
to prepare vegetarian meals and offer
them to Krsna before I ate. I distinctly re-
member that afterwards, as I began to
offer my food as they had suggested, every-
thing I ate really tasted better than before.
They also explained a little bit about the
importance of chanting Krsna’s holy
names and gave me a strand of beads to
chant on. They suggested that I chant the
Hare Krsna mantra a fixed number of
times every day for a while, gradually in-
creasing the number, as I was able, up to
the goal of chanting around the strand of
108 beads 16 times each day.

I enjoyed their company and looked
forward to future visits. Shortly thereafter, _
I was visited on two occasions by different
devotees from the same temple. Although
they were still practically strangers, I
nevertheless trusted them. I allowed them
to spend the night, I wentouton shopping
errands forthem, and when I wentto work
I allowed them to stay in my apartment. I
could understand thatthese people didn’t
have the anxieties or the material desires
that everyone else in the world has, They
were satisfied with the simple things they
had, and they were happy.

Of course, I was looking for happiness,
but I wasn’t convinced that I could taste
thelevel of happiness and peace they had.
I was thinking, “Are they happy because
of some type of brainwashing, as the news-
papers sometimes say? Is this really a
genuine religious movement?”

Still, I was eager to tell others about
what I'd learned from the devotees and
their books. An acquaintance of mine at
work was a member of a more popular re-
ligious organisation. He wanted me to
come to their meetings and hear from
them, butl felt more inclined toward asso-
ciating with the Hare Krsna devotees

(continued on page 35)



IN THE STARS?

{continued from page 11)
Vedic literature would have advised her to
do the same.

Of course, learning from authorities is
not a revolutionary concept; in our daily
lives we routinely go to higher authorities
to get knowledge—from how to fix a flat
tire to how to build a bridge. The world is
filled with literature and educational in-
stitutions precisely for this reason.

The President of the United States also
needs authoritative guidance, and he has
many sources of knowledge available to
him. Yet because the President’s mistakes
can haveimmense repercussions, what he
really needs is an infallible source of
knowledge.

That’s a difficult proposition. Infallible
knowledge seems impossible to come by.
The greatest thinkers and scientists
throughout history haven’t been able to
agree on such basic points as how our
personalities develop or how our minds
function. And they are unable to give us
conclusive knowledge on larger, univer-
sal issues, such as where we've come from,

what (or who) setthe universe and its laws
into motion, and so on.

Yet unerring knowledge is available—
by approaching not just higher authori-
ties, but the absolute authority: the creator,
sustainer, and knower of everything, God,
or Krsna.

Krsna is accepted as God by the Vedic
literature, great saints, spiritual teachers,
and authorities in the transcendental
science. Because He is unlimited, His
knowledge is supreme, and He is neveril-
lusioned. His instructions are given in
Vedic literatures like the Bhagavad-gita
and Srimad-Bhagavatam, which are there-
fore perfect sources of information. Tak-
ing knowledge from Krsna solves the
dilemma of conflicting views, erroneous
information, and general confusion, and
enables us to confidentally take on the
weighty responsibility of guiding our own
lives, or a whole nation’s.

The Vedic literature is laden with ex-
plicit, practical knowledge about every
field of life, including how to govern na-
tions. Though you or the president might
not find every intricate issue of your af-
fairs addressed there, the principles of in-

fallible knowledge can be used as solid
guideposts for making the right decisions
ateveryturn.Itissimply a matterof apply-
ing the principles to our lives, and cleans-
ing our hearts and minds.

So while getting the signals straight
from the stars may be risky, Krsna’s in-
struction through His devotees, saintly
persons, and the Vedic literature will
guide us safely and accurately, not only in
scheduling auspicious times to carry out
an activity, butin all our thoughts, speech,
and behaviour, in political, social, and
private life.

Relying heavily on this transcendental
guidance, rather than merely on material
guidance, will never reduce our effective-
nessin political office orourability to deal
with any situation in this world. Rather,
we will be fully equipped to guide our-
selves and our dependents while here in
this world, where we are in constant fear of
misfortune and suffering. And we will be
able to guide them far beyond the stars, to
the safe, blissful shore of the spiritual
world, which is full of transcendental, ab-
solute knowledge. Now that’s really going
far, Mrs. Reagan.

In Memoriam

rila Prabhupada's revered Godbrother

and friend Sripada Bhakti-raksaka
Sridhara Maharaja, the senior sannyasr in
the Gaudiya Matha and the founder-
acdrya of Sri Caitanya Saraswata Math in
Navadvipa, West Bengal, passed away at
5:48 AM. on August 12 at the age of 93.
He was the last remaining sannydsa
disciple of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Théakura, the founder-dcdrya of the
Gaudiya Matha. He passed on to the
spiritual world surrounded by his followers
and calling on the mercy of Sri Caitanya

Mahaprabhu and Nitydnanda Prabhu.

Sripada Sridhara Maharaja, raised in a
village of Sanskrit-speaking brahmanas in
Hapaniya, West Bengal, joined the
Gaudiya Matha in 1927, after completing
his study of law at Calcutta's Presidency
College. He received the name Rdmendra
Sundara from Srila Bhaktisiddhanta at the
time of his initiation. Thereafter, he
preached extensively throughout India,
and in the 1920s he discovered the site
on the banks of the Godavari River in
South India where Lord Caitanya and
Ramananda Réaya had held their famous
conversations recorded in Sri Caitanya-
caritdmrta. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta went
there to install the impressions of Lord
Caitanya's feet in a shrine and awarded
Ramendra Sundara with a new name,
Ramananda dasa, in honor of his affinity
for the teachings of Ramananda Raya.

In January 1928, in Allahabad, he met
Srila Prabhupada during the time of the
Kumbha-mela festival at a program at Srila
Prabhupéada’s house. When he met Srila
Prabhupéda again, in 1932 in Vrndavana,
he had become Bhakti-raksaka Sridhara
Maharaja. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta had given
him this name in recognition of his
expertise in penetrating the essence of
scriptural conclusions.

In the early 1930s, Srila Prabhupada
helped Sridhara Maharaja establish the

Srila Bhakti-raksaka Sridharadeva Goswami Maharaja

Bombay branch of the Gaugliya Matha.
Later, while Srila Prabhupada was living
with his family in Calcutta, Sridhara
Mahéaraja and Bhaktisdranga Maharaja
lived in the same building. They would
discuss Srimad-Bhagavatam and go out
together to preach.

Many years later, when Srila
Prabhupéda’s preaching had become
successful, Srila Sridhara Maharéja often
expressed his appreciation. Once, upon
Srila Prabhupada's returning to India,
Sridhara Maharaja remarked, “Our
Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja has done
a miracle! Thakura Bhaktivinoda
conceived and Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvatl
Théakura began to translate this
conception into action. And we find that
through Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja,
in his last days, it has been fulfilled to
such a great extent. We are happy, we are
glad, we are proud.”

Srila Sridhara Maharéja established
temples in Navadvipa, Calcutta, and
Hapaniya. Widely respected for his schol-
arship, he wrote several books in Bengali,
Sanskrit, and English.

The intemnational Vaishava community
deeply regrets the passing of Sripada
Sridhara Maharaja, but we take solace in
the conviction that this pure devotee has
entered the eternal pastimes of Lord
Caitanya.
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KIRTANA IN

KWAZUL

“The local chief was simply too suspicious to grant us permission to enter his domain,
but I knew that Lord Caitanya would not have brought us here without a reason.”

by INDRADYUMNA SWAMI

PHOTOS BY INDRADYUMNA SWAMI AND DAMODARA
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itting in an office in Durban, South

Africa, we anxiously awaited a mes-
sage from the chief of the Zulu nation,
Gutasha Bhutalezi. We had managed to
contact one of his local chieftains earlier
that day with oururgent request: ourlocal
chapter of the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness had received a
large donation of rice, beans, and vegeta-
bles the day before, and we needed per-
mission from Chief Bhutalezi to enter the
Zulu homelands and distribute it to the
needy people. Devastating floods had hit
the area some months ago, and we had in-
formation that many people were still
struggling to survive.

Suddenly the chief minister’s reply ap-
peared on the screen of the telex machine.
“Kwazulu government has no objection
to distribution of food by your organi-
sation to needy people in Kwazulu. I sug-
gest you contact the township manager at
Ntuazuma and the magistrate in Ndwe-
dwe to help you make suitable arrange-
ments. Signed: The Secretary of the Chief
Minister.”

I grabbed the telex as we ran out the
door; it would be invaluable in convinc-
ing local chieftains of our intent. They
would naturally be suspicious because the

Zulu homelands, known as Kwazulu, are
rarely visited by outsiders.

As our four-wheel-drive jeep and Hare
Krishna Food for Life van pulled out of
our iemple grounds in Durban, bound for
Ndwedwe, two days drive north toward
Mozambique, my heart beat faster, eager
for the adventure ahead. By Lord Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu’s mercy, we were tak-
ingthesankirtana movementdeepintothe
ancient homelands of the Zulus.

Five hundred years ago Lord Caitanya,
the incarnation of God for this age, pre-
dicted that the chanting of Hare Krsna
would go to every town and village of the
world. In our small way we were helpingto
fulfill that prophecy by travelling to the
arid lands of the Zulus. We did not know
what we could expect, but we hoped they
would accept our gifts of mercy: the holy
names of Krsna, and krsna-prasadam.

After three days of driving, we crossed
into Kwazulu, and the paved roads ended
abruptly. Clouds of dust billowed in
through the open windows as we slowed
our pace because of the rough terrain.
Though the dust soon covered us, we kept
the windows open for some relief from the
hot African sun that beat down merci-
lessly. Our party of ten devotees soon de-

In traditional Zulu
dress (above left),
members of the Zulu
tribe pose with
devotees after a village
festival. At left, the
sankirtana safari heads
down a dusty road in
the hot African sun.
Below, a typical Zulu
village waits for the
mercy of Lord
Caitanya.

pleted the water tanks strapped to the
sides of the van and jeep.

After some time the first village ap-
peared on the horizon. Thinking it wise to
send some scouts ahead, I directed two of
our African devotees, Jagat Guru dasa
and Bhakta Alain, to go forward and meet
the chief. After an anxious two hours, they
returned with despondentfaces. They had
forgotten to take the telex, and, as I had
suspected earlier, the local chief was sim-
ply too suspicious to grant us permission
to enter his domain. Knowing, however,
that Lord Caitanya would not have
brought us here without a reason, I
grabbed the telex, some prasadam, and
one of Srila Prabhupada’s books and
jumped back into the jeep with the two
devotees. “Let’s go back to the village,” I
said. “I want to meet the chief.”
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Aswe entered the village the simple sur-
roundings revealed the difficultlife of the
people. To be sure, the Zulus had incorpo-
rated much of modern civilisation; but it
wasn’t evident here in this rural village.
They were poor.

When the road ended, we proceeded to
the chief’s residence on foot. His guards
approached us anxiously, but soon sub-
mitted to our requests to meet their leader.
After some time, the chief appeared at the
door and asked us to enter. When we
showed him the telex and explained our
proposal, he cheerfully agreed and asked
his men to take us to the village school.:

The headmistress was informed of our
intentions and soon had all one thousand
children assembled in the school court-
yard. Wide-eyed boys and girls looked in-
tently at Giriraja Swami as he stood
before them to explain our presence. “We
areall children of God, " he said, his words
being translated into Zulu by Jagat Guru
dasa. “God is great and we are very small.
We are meant to glorify and serve God,
and in this age the chanting of the holy
names of God, Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare, is

A thousand plates of hearty khichri

are served into the hands of eager
schoolchildren (above). Above right, the
devotees prepare a large quantity of
khichrt before the curious eyes of the
village children. At right, Giriraja Swami
makes friends with some of the school-
children and answers their questions
about Krsna consciousness.
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the simplest and most sublime way of
knowing Him.” The children stared back
with curious looks. “Therefore we would
like to ask you to chant Hare Krsna along
with us.”

He taught them the mantra word by
word, and they began repeating it. Within
a few minutes the assembly was resound-
ing with the holy names. I looked on,
stunned by the spontaneity ofthe children
and their teachers in accepting the
chanting so eagerly. The Zulu children,
accustomed to dancing as partof their tra-

ditions, soon began to follow the flowing
steps of the devotees, creating a great
cloud of dust that rose into the air.

After a full hour of kirtana, the teachers
lined the children up as we distributed
khichrt, a preparation of rice, beans, and
vegetables, to our hungry hosts. One thou-
sand plates were served out, and many
children came back for more.

Later that evening, as we drove out of
the dusty compound in the dark, hun-
dreds of grateful children ran behind us
chanting “Krsna! Krsna!” Our first at-

tempt had been a success. I prayed that
other successes would follow.

Late that night our caravan rolled into
the second village, a good six-hour drive
downtheroadintoafertile valley. As there
was no electricity, the shadows danced in
the flickering candelight coming from the
small huts, creating an eerie welcome to
our tired party.

Soon curious faces appeared from the
shadows, and a contingent of villagers
came forward to meet us. This time, how-
ever, I took the initiative to explain our
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program and our success earlier that day.
To my great relief the local chief was more
than happy to welcome us. In fact, we re-
ceived VIP treatment that night by being
given special quarters: two rooms with
hard-packed dirt floors and two armed
guards at the doors in case of trouble.
Within minutes we were all sound asleep.

After rising early the next morning and
bathing from the local pump, we pro-
ceeded with our morning program of
kirtana and classes. The melodious chant-
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ing of Hare Krsna soon attracted curious
onlookers, who took up the chanting
along with us, I remembered an appropri-
ate verse by Srila Rupa Gosvami, one of
Lord Caitanya’s most intimate disciples:

namo maha-vadanyaya
krsna-prema-pradaya te

krsnaya krsna-caitanya-
namne gaura-tvise namah

“I offer my most respectful obeisances
unto SriCaitanya Mahaprabhu. He is the

most merciful incarnation of Krsna be-
cause He freely bestows love of God upon
everyone.” Here in the homelands of the
Zulus the mercy of Lord Caitanya was
readily available through the process of
chanting Hare Krsna, and the people were
eagerly accepting.
Laterthatmorning,incooperation with
the chief, we organised a sankirtana party,
chanting Hare Krsna throughout the vil-
lage. Soon hundreds of people joined us,
and by noon we numbered well over a




thousand. Bringing the kirtana party back

totheresidence of the chief, we distributed

prasadam to everyone who accompanied

us. Plate after plate of khichri wentinto ea-

ger hands. Then the chief came forward

and expressed his gratitude. “You are wel-
come here at any time,” he told us. I as-
sured him that we would return.

And so it went, day after day, village af-
ter village. Soon, our food supplies ex-
hausted, we were obliged to turn back and
retrace our path. As we passed the numer-

ous villages we had visited, to our pleasant
surprise many children would often ap-
pear on the road waving and chanting,
“Hare Krsna! Hare Krsna!” We would be
back, we told them.

How could we afford not to? They were
so eager for Krsna consciousness—and
we were eager to spread the chanting of
Hare Krsna. Our sankirtana safari was
coming to an end, but the effects of Lord
Caitanya’s mercy were just begining for
the people of Kwazulu.

Drawing an enthusiastic crowd
(above), devotees chant Hare
Krsna for the first time ever
in this remote Zulu village.
The Zulus revealed their
sportaneous attraction for
kirtana—they chanted and
danced as they followed the
devotees through their

villages.
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HARE KRSNA, HARE KRSNA, KRSNA KRSNA, HARE HARE
HARE RAMA, HARE RAMA, RAMA RAMA, HARE HARE

Whether we call God Buddha, Jehovah, Allah, Yahweh, or Krsna, the names of God
stand as the source of every article we can put a name on.

As the old expression goes, “What's in a name?” Srila Prabhupada gives an illustration
about the use of material names compared to chanting God’s names. He explains that we
can chantany name, for example “water,” but no matter how many times we repeat “water,”
our thirst still won't be quenched. We'll just get bored—and thirstier. Yet if we chant the holy
names of God, as in the maha-mantra—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rédma, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare—because God and His name are
nondifferent we will achieve God.

Krsna's presence mustremain hidden to those who rest their faith in material names. Srila
Prabhupada has written:

The whole material creation is ajugglery of names only; in fact, itis nothing but a bewildering cre-
ation of matter like earth, water, and fire. The buildings, furniture, cars, bungalows, mills, factories,
industries, peace, war, or even the highest perfection of material science, namely atomic energy and
electronics, are all simply bewildering names of material elements with their concomitant reactions
of the three modes. Since the devotee of the Lord knows them perfectly well, he is not interested in
creating unwanted things for a situation which is not at all reality, but simply names of no more signifi-
cance than the babble of sea waves.—(Sﬁmad—Bhégavaram 2.2.3, purport)

Justto help establish these babblings, paid government servants assign registered trade
marks and copyrights for names. Advertising firms and public relations agencies are paid to
promote names and create fame for them.

But God is transcendental, and He’s not trying to get a piece of the action. He has no need
to sue anyone who uses His name. He is never depleted by any infringement. Rather, be-
cause He feels sorry that we're missing the responsibility of using our human intelligence, He
appears in this age as Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu to establish the chanting of His holy
names.

Lord Caitanya prayed, “O my Lord, Your holy name alone can render all benediction to liv-
ing beings, and thus You have hundreds and millions of names like Krsna and Govinda. In
these transcendental names You have invested all Your transcendental energies.”

While we mix in this world with names like John, Ashok, Mikhail, and Suzanne, our names
usually don’t reveal anything of our real identity. They’re just more material sounds to add to
the babble. Yet Krsna's names describe His transcendental attributes and favourite
activities, and we can relish His qualities and enter into His pastimes through His names.

What's in a name? Well, if you are asking about the names of God, you won't find the an-
swer in any college textbook. Sure, the linguists have analysed every word ever uttered. And
they have a very high regard for the use and maintenance of language. They are seeking a
sort of perfection. Yet everything that they're searching for, that we're all searching for, is in
Krsna's names.—Karuna-devi dasi

Right: 1988 Festival of the Chariots, New York City / Photo by Yamardja désa
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

Is the Soul Unlimited?

This is the conclusion of a conversation be-
tween His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada and reporters in Mel-
bourne, Australia, on June 29, 1974.

Srila Prabhupada: So we are living beings.
But we are not the Supreme Being.
Reporter 3: And yet God is inside us.
Srila Prabhupada: God is inside, out-
side—everywhere.

Reporter 6: Your Divine Grace, who do
you think Jesus Christ was?

Srila Prabhupada: Now, let us finish one
idea at a time. Jesus Christ said that he is
God’s son. That’s all right.

Reporter 3: But if you take a drop of water
and you merge it back into the ocean . . .
this is an example that is often given by
these various masters . . .thatifyoutakea
drop of waterand you putitinto the ocean,
that drop becomes one with the ocean.
Srila Prabhupada: The drop of water be-
comes the ocean?

Reporter 3: No. But it becomes merged in
that ocean.

Srila Prabhupada: That's all right. Merg-
ingis different. But the ocean remains the
ocean.

Reporter 3: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: And you remain the
drop. That's all. Now, take your material
body—earth, water, fire, and so on. When
you pass away and this body becomes de-
composed, its present form will not re-
main. Does this mean that your body will
become the totality of universal elements?
Reporter 3: No. But surely the body is dif-
ferent from the soul.

Srila Prabhupada: Sothatbodyisadropin
the totality of material elements. That
does not mean your body has become the
totality of material elements. Similarly, a
drop of ocean water is a drop always. It
does notbecome the ocean. Itappearsthat
it is mixed with the ocean. But “mixed”
does not mean the drop will ever become
the ocean. That is not the fact.

Reporter 6: When they say the drop mixes
with the ocean . . .

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Reporter 6: . . . it's like the human, finite
form merging with the infinite, and then it
acquires the powers of the infinite.

Srila Prabhupada: No. “Mixes” or “merges”
means something less. This example is
given. Let us say a green bird enters into a
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tree which is also green. So although to my
eyes it appears that the bird has mixed or
merged into the tree, actually that is not
the fact.

Or take an airplane. You look into the
sky and see an airplane flying along.
Then, after some time, you look and see
there is no airplane. You see only the sky.
To your eyes, it may appear that the air-
plane has mixed or merged into the sky.
Butofcourse, the airplane has not merged.
It cannot merge. The airplane is keeping
its identity, just as the bird is keeping his
identity.

Reporter 3: Your Divine Grace, is the hu-
man soul limited or unlimited?

Srila Prabhupada: Limited.

Reporter 3: Limited?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Reporter 3: It has boundaries and . . . ?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Because you are in
fact limited; therefore you are under the
control of material nature. That is being
explained in these examples of the bird
and the airplane. For instance, the bird is
limited. Now, if he keeps his limited
existence, that is nice. But if, unneces-
sarily, he wants to become unlimited, that
is artificial. How can it be?

Reporter 3: I seem to remember reading a
particular chapter of the Bhagavad-gita
thatsaid . . .1 can’t quite remember what
chapter it was, but it said that . . . Krsna
was talking to Arjuna . . . and it said that
Krsna said to Arjuna, “When you realise

Me”—or when you realise God, Krsna—
“you will see the whole creation inside
Me...."

Srila Prabhupada: Hm?

Reporter 3: “You will see the whole cre-
ation within Me and within yourself.” Is
that a true translation?

Srila Prabhupada: One of my disciplescan
give you the accurate translation.
Disciple: “You will see all beings in Me.
And you will see Me in all beings.”

Srila Prabhupada: So what is that? Does it
mean that all beings are Krsna?
Reporter3: The translation thatIread also
said, “You will see Me within yourself.”
Srila Prabhupada: As Paramatma, or
Supersoul, Krsna is within everyone’s
heart. varah sarva-bhitanam hrd-dese
rjuna tisthati. But that does not mean
everyone is Krsna. You are in this room.
That does not mean you are this room.
Reporter 3: So we are in God, and God is
in us?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Without God we
would have no existence.

Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, here is the ex-
act translation of that verse in Bhagavad-
gita As It Is. “A true yogt observes Me in
all beings and also sees every beingin Me.
Indeed, the self-realized man sees Me
everywhere.”

Srila Prabhupada: So without God we
would have no existence. That’s all. That
we live in Him does not mean we become
Him. Constitutionally, we are His part-
and-parcel servants, and we have to serve
Him.

Reporter 5: Your Divine Grace, do you
thinkthateveryhumanbeingwill become
liberated?

Srila Prabhupada: Oh, yes. When people
learn this great science of God realisation
and self-realisation that Krsna has given
in Bhagavad-gita, then He promises they
will be liberated. Janma karma ca me
divvam evam yo vetti tattvatah/ tyaktva
dehar punar janma naiti mam eti so ‘rjuna:
“One who knows the transcendental na-
ture of My appearance and activities does
not, upon leaving the body, take his birth
again in this material world, but attains
My eternal abode, O Arjuna.” You see?
Krsna guarantees it.

Reporter 3: Your Divine Grace, thank you
very much for your time.

Srila Prabhupada: Hare Krsna. Ed
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ORDINARY

(continued from page 24)

because their teachings made more sense
to me than the other group’s teachings.
The devotees’ teachings seemed more ra-
tional. And, as far as I could see, the devo-
tees were actually trying to live what their
scripture taught and were not hypocriti-
cal. My acquaintance finally suggested
thatIpraytothe Lord togive me anindica-
tion as to who He is.

I followed his suggestion, and with as
much sincerity as I could muster, I prayed.
I promised the Lord that I would take up
very seriously the process of religion indi-
cated by Him forthe restof mylife. I didn’t
receive any direct answer from a super-

natural force, but I took it that God was
giving me an indication by allowing me to
come into contact with the Hare Krsna
devotees, who seemed tobe verydedicated
to living a sinless life. I appreciated that
they were not eating meat and justifying
itin the name of religion. I had realised be-
fore that going back to God at the end of
this life was not as easy as some were pro-
fessing, and that one would have to actu-
ally become purified in all his heartbefore
he would be accepted by the Lord.

As it turned out, it was only a few
months fromthe time I metthe devoteesin
the parking lot to when I moved into their
temple in New York. I voluntarily gave
practically everything I owned to the tem-
ple, including my car, my bank account,

and my drums, without any regret whatso-
ever. I wanted to keep the promise I had
made to the Lord. By this time, I had al-
ready been daily chanting sixteen rounds
of the Hare Krsna mantra on my beads
and following the four regulative religious
principles: no meat-eating, no illicit sex,
no intoxication, and no gambling.

I have no regrets in coming to Krsna
consciousness, except that I didn’t come
sooner. Now I am able to sing and play
percussion instruments every day, and the
more I do these things, trying to do so with
real love and devotion for Krsna, the more
He takes notice of me. And as the Lord is
merciful to me in this way, I come closer
to Him and become something above the
ordinary. £3

Perfect Knowledge

(continued from page 5)

$ah. According to your lot, according to
your karma, it has been fixed up that you
will eat like this, you will sleep like this,
your sex life will be like this, and you will
be able to defend like this. That is destiny.
By destiny these are already fixed, so don’t
spoil your life trying to improve these
things.

As the sastra [scripture] says, tasyaiva
hetoh prayateta kovido na labhyate yad
bhramatam upary adhah: “You have trans-
migrated from so manybodies—thisbody
to that body, this body to that body. Now
thatyou have a human body, you canread
Bhagavad-gita, you can learn from Krsna
what the real problem of life is. Utilise
your life for that purpose. Don’t be per-
plexed with these problems of the body.”

As Krsna says in the present verse from
Bhagavad-gita, tams titiksasva: “Just try to
tolerate the bodily pains and pleasures.”
For example, the summer season comes,
and it will go away. Similarly, the winter
season comes, and it will go away. So just
try to protect yourself as far as possible,
but don't be affected by the summer sea-
sonorwinterseason. InIndiathe tempera-
ture is sometimes 120 degrees during the
summer. Does that mean people will stop

all their work? No. Or, in the Western
countries, the winter is so strong that
sometimes the temperature falls below
zero. Does that mean everything will be
stopped? No, you have to do your duty.

Similarly, Krsna advises Arjuna, “You
are afraid of the little pain that will come
because you have to kill your own men.
Thatpain is coming, and itwill go, butstill
you have to do your duty and fight. This
fight is taking place under My guidance.
So you must fight. That is your duty.”

Krsna says in the present verse that we
should not be bothered by this matra-
sparsah. Matra means “skin,” and sparsah
means “touch.” We should not be too
much concerned with bodily pains and
pleasures. But ignorant people are mad
after this “skin disease,” headed by sex.
Whatis sex? Simply anitching of the skin.
Thereis anitching of the skin, and you be-
come satisfied by scratching it. That’s all.
Therefore the s$astra advises, visaheta
dhirah: “Be sober and tolerate the itching
of sex.”

But these rascals who are very much at-
tached to so-called family life are com-
pletely absorbed in this itching. They are
known as grhamedhis. A grhastha is differ-
ent. The grhastha knows the science of
Krsna consciousness, but he is not so ad-
vanced. Therefore he lives with a wife and

children, but for Krsna consciousness.
And those who are not Krsna conscious,
who simply live like animals with their
children and wife—they are grhamedhis.
The grhastha makes the best use of a bad
bargain, while the grhamedhi lives like an
animal, for material happiness.

And what is the happiness of the
grhamedhi? Sex pleasure, that's all. Other-
wise, he has no other impetus to work day
and nightlike an ass. His only hope is that
at night he will enjoy sex. That's all.

Thesastra advises us to tolerate the itch-
ing of sex and in this way avoid implica-
tion in the repetition of birth and death.
The best thing is to be brahmacari—no
sex. Tolerate this itching. You will avoid
so much displeasure, so much unhappi-
ness in life. Otherwise, if you try to satisfy
the itching sensation, you may attain a
little happiness, but what is that happi-
ness? Suppose there is some itching in
your body. If you scratch it, you feel some
pleasure—but then again the itching be-
comes even stronger. Sex is like that. So,
one who is sober, advanced, will tolerate
that itching sensation and be happy. He
will think, “Sex is not my necessity. It is
only something of the skin—my ‘skin dis-
ease.’ But I am not this skin; I am a soul,
and my duty is to serve Krsna.”

Thank you very much. [

NOTES

(continued from page 36)
always aninspiration forone whois aspir-
ing to the spiritual path. Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu states that personal exam-
pleis the mostimportant manifestation of
religious truth: “The scriptures and great
learned sages are not always in agreement
with one another. Consequently there are
different religious principles. But a devo-
tee’s behaviour establishes the true pur-
pose of religious principles.”

The same point is also stated in the
Mahabharata:

Dry arguments are inconclusive. A great
personality whose opinion is not different
from others’ is not considered a great sage.
Simply by studying the Vedas, which are vari-
egated, one cannotcome to the right path by
which religious principles are understood.
The solid truth of religious principlesis hid-
den in the heart of an unadulterated, self-
realised person. Consequently, as the §astras
confirm, one should accept whatever pro-
gressive path the great saints advocate.

One can associate with great saints
through their writings and teachings. And
although one may say that there are no
great saints today, there are sincere devo-

tees trying to follow the path of pure devo-
tion to God. The Vedic scriptures declare
thatthe association of such devotees, even
takenin small amounts, is very beneficial.

Some religious leaders will continue to
shy away from ecumenism, and some will
indulge in it only for diplomacy, but the
opportunity is open for deeper and more
sincere exchanges. One should not be
afraid that he will lose his own faith in
such exchanges, but he should try to share
whatever genuine God consciousness he
has realised by serving his spiritual mas-
ters and scriptures. We can use all the help
we can get.—SDG
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Ecumenism—Diplomacy or Sincere Exchange?

Almost all religions pursue some
sort of exchange with other

religious sects. They may do it to further
the aim of their own sect, to quell
violence among fanatics, to cooperate

in efforts for humane work, or for many
other reasons. Perhaps the purest and
most worthy purpose for persons of
different religions to come together is to
help one another in the individual
attempt at attaining love of God.
Having taken part recently in
conversations with Christian professors
and clergymen in the United States and
Europe, I would like to discuss some of
the more positive aspects of ecumenism,
and how the Krsna consciousness
movement can contribute.

According to religions scholar
Huston Smith, there are two kinds of
religionists, whom he calls “lumpers”
and “choppers.” Lumpers find the
common element in different religions
and bring them together, and choppers
look for differences. But even among
lumpers there are different opinions as
to the real purpose of ecumenism. In
Frankfurt, Germany, I met Professor
Edmund Weber of Johann Wolfgang
Goethe University, who said, “I am not
as much interested in comparative
religion as cooperative religion.”

Dr. Weber spoke of the need for
religionists to cooperate to help solve
world problems. He gave the example
that many people in the world do not
have the basic necessities of daily food,
clothing, and shelter. One of the main
reasons for this, he said, is that nations
who enjoy a higher standard of living
are denying, either directly or indirectly,
those who do not have enough.

So religious leaders can set the
example in this regard by living simply.
Certainly Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
did this throughout His life, as did St.
Francis of Assisi and Gautama
Buddha. Although religious persons are
entitled to use wealth in the service of
God, the money they receive should
clearly be for Him, not for the sense
gratification of the churchmen. Only if
the religious people act in this way can
they honestly preach to others that
material wealth is not the highest sign
of God’s favour and that we should
share what we have.

Religious representatives can also
cooperate by encouraging seminars
among members of the different
religions. In these meetings, they can
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discuss how to solve such down-to-earth
problems as achieving successful
matrimony, keeping faith in times of
ordeal, and controlling one’s material
desires. An immense amount of experi-
ence has been gathered by pastoral
counselling, and religious workers of
different traditions can share the view-
points of the different scriptures.

The most important goal for a
religious person is to develop love of
God. This can also be a subject of
ecumenical exchange. Although one
must be convinced of the truth of one’s
own religious path, one should be
humble enough to admit the possibility
of benefiting by a spiritual exchange
with like-minded souls. It is in this area
that the Krsna consciousness movement
may be able to offer its most useful
service to ecumenism. His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada often met in this way with
representatives of different religions,
and he recommended it for his
followers. He stated in a letter in 1974:

Just today we spoke at a seminary in
Melbourne, Australia, and the young
Franciscan monks listened very
respectfully. While speaking to Christians
we never say that our religious system is
better than theirs, but we speak of the
principles of love of God, sa vai pumsam
paro dharmo. They became convinced
and pleased to hear our explanations of
God consciousness based on the Vedic
conclusion.

When I used to travel with Srila
Prabhupada as his secretary, I noticed
two specific suggestions he offered to
Christians. One was that they should
worship God by chanting His holy
name. The importance of singing and
meditating on the names of God,
especially in this age, is stressed in
Vedic literature, and Srila Prabhupada
took it to be a universal principle. He
suggested that Christians could either
chant the names of God as found in the
Hare Krsna mantra, or that they could
chant the name of Jesus Christ. Srila
Prabhupada also pointed out an
interesting etymological similarity
between the names Christ and Krsna.

Another suggestion Srila Prabhupada
never tired of giving was that the Bible
advocates refraining from animal
slaughter, and that this is the real sense
of the commandment “Thou shalt not
kill.” Srila Prabhupada didn’t attempt
to convince Christians to give up their

religion, but he made suggestions like
these, as to how they could become
“better Christians.” And as he indicates
in his letter about the Franciscans,
Christians usually liked to hear these
suggestions from Srila Prabhupada.

Some of the practices of Krsna
consciousness may seem peculiar to the
Vaisnava sect, such as offering all of
one’s food to God before eating it,
worshiping the form of Krsna on the
altar, or studying the teachings of the
Bhagavad-gita and other Sanskrit
scriptures, but an intelligent “lumper”
will be able to appreciate even these
practices as carrying the universal
essence of bhakti, or devotion to God.
Similarly, how could a Vaisnava refuse
to accept the great commandment of
Jesus Christ: “Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind, and love
your neighbour as yourself™?

An in-depth study of scriptures will
show that in every religion the essence
is bhakti. Religions usually teach lesser
forms of worship for those persons who
are very much attached to material
desires, but the scriptures always make
it clear that the ultimate goal is
devotion to God. The scriptures of the
Krsna consciousness movement
promote only bhakti. Although the
Vedas do give prescriptions for those on
the paths of karma (material desires)
and jiana (mental speculation),
scriptures such as the Srimad-
Bhagavatam and Bhagavad-gita are
meant for those who are after the
highest goal of life, pure love of God.
Thus it is stated in the beginning of
Srimad-Bhagavatam, “This scripture
completely rejects all religious activities
that are materially motivated.”

And in the conclusion of the
Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna states, “Give
up all activities performed in the name
of religion and just surrender unto Me.
I will release you from all sinful
reactions. Do not be afraid.”

Aside from the benefit religionists
can gain from hearing one another's
scriptures, there is also the benefit of
personal example. The symptoms of
love of God have been analysed in the
scriptures, and they include qualities
such as humility, renunciation,
kindness to all creatures, and being
fixed in the Absolute Truth. To find
these qualities in a devotee of God is
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Godhead s Light.

“The process of going back home, back
to Godhead, is to hear about the Supreme
Lord and His name, form, attributes, pas-
times, paraphernalia, and variegatedness.
Foolish people do not know this. They
want to hear something about the name,
form, etc., of everything temporary, and
they do not know how to utilize this pro-
pensity of hearing for the ultimate good.”
—From Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.1.2, purport)

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupéada
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SATISFACTION
"CUARANTEED

BEFORE AFTER

One thing’s sure about the Sunday Feast—you’ll never leave hungry. The
food—an all-vegetarian fare offered with love to Lord Krsna—is just too good
toresist. And there’s always plenty for everyone. The food is known as prasa-
dam, or “mercy,” and although it isn’t all there is to the Sunday Feast, it's an
important part. Lord Caitanya, who is Krsna Himself and who appeared only
five hundred years ago, gave us the most enjoyable process of self-
realisation: chanting and singing the names of God, dancing for His pleasure,
and refreshing ourselves with His purifying prasddam. You'll find all this and
more at the Sunday Feast. So for an experience that’s sure to satisfy you—
from your taste buds to your soul—come to the Sunday Feast, held every
week at Hare Krsna centres around the world. (See list of centres inside.)



