Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to America
in 1965, at age sixty-nine, to fulfill
his spiritual master’s request that
he teach the science of Krsna
consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world. In a
dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation
and commentary on India’s Vedic
literature, and these are now
standard in universities world-
wide. Meanwhile, traveling
almost nonstop, Srila Prabhupada
molded his international society
into a worldwide confederation of
asramas, schools, temples, and
farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in Vrndavana, India,
the place most sacred to Lord
Krsna. His disciples are carrying
forward the movement he started.

BACK TO GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.
When Srila Prabhupada began the Society (in New
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes
he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

1. To systematically propagate spicitual knowledge
to society at large and to educate all peoples in the
techniques of spiritual life in order to check the
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real
unity and peace in the world.

2. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re-

vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

3. To bring the members of the Society together
with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime
entity, thus developing the idea within the

6.

members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).

. To teach and encourage the sarikirtana

movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

. To erect for the members and for society at large

a holy place of transcendental pastimes
dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

To bring the members closer together for the
purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
of life.

. With a view toward achieving the aforementioned

purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,
books, and other writings.
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A prayer by one of Lord Caitanya’s chief biographers
helps us appreciate the Lord’s priceless gift to mankind.

LIFE’S ONL
CESSIT

A lecture in Mayapur, India, on March 1, 1975

by HIS DIVINE GRACE

A. C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

Founder-dcarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

agaty-eka-gatim natva
hinarthadhika-sadhakam

$ri-caitanyam likhyate ‘sya
prema-bhakti-vadanyata

“Let me first offer my respectful obei-
sances unto Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
who is the ultimate goal of life for one be-
reft of all possessions in this material
world and is the only meaning for one ad-
vancing in spiritual life. Thus let me write
about His magnanimous contribution of
devotional service in love of God.”
(Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi 7.1)

ere Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami,

the author of Caitanya-caritamrta, is
offering his obeisances to the Lord. In
each chapter he composes a new verse of-
fering his obeisances to the Lord, and in
this chapter he also offers his respect.

Krsnadasa Kavirdja Gosvami began
writing Caitanya-caritamrta when he was
ninety years old, in Vrndavana, after re-
ceiving the order of the Vaisnavas and
having it confirmed by Lord Krsna, Sri
Madana-mohana.

This is the process for writing transcen-
dental literature: one should write on spiri-
tual subjects only after being authorised
by superior authority. It is not ordinary
writing; it is not speculation. Writings on
spiritual subjects must be authoritative.
Therefore Krsnadasa Kavirdja Gosvami
says, §ri-caitanyam likhyate ‘sya: “By the
order of superior authority I am trying to
describe Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.”

And what s Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu
doing? Prema-bhakti-vadanyata: He is
> preaching prema, love of Godhead. That
& is the only necessity in the human form of

The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
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Having been requested
by the devotees to write
a biography of Lord
Caitanya, Krsnadasa
Kavirija Gosvimi
prayed to the Deity of
Madana-mohana for
permission (far right).
As Krsnadisa prayed,
the Deity’s garland
slipped down, and the
priest presented it to
Krsnadasa. The
devotees took this as
confirmation that the
Lord also wanted
Krsnadisa to write Sri
Caitanya-caritamrta.
Although elderly,
Krsnadisa took shelter
of Vrndavana (right)
and completed the
spiritual epic for the
pleasure of the Lord
and His devotees.

life (prema pum-artho mahan). Of course,
those who are not devotees think they
have other necessities, namely dharma,
artha, kama, and moksa—religiosity, eco-
nomic development, sense gratification,
and liberation. Generally, in the material
world everyone sees his prime necessity as
the gratification of his senses. Sometimes
people want to satisfy their senses under
the cover of religiosity. For example, one
may go to a church or a temple to mitigate
some material distress. The Christians go
to church to solve the problem of getting
their daily bread. Similarly, the Hindus
and Muslims—everyone goes to the
church or temple or mosque to pray for
something material: “God, I am very dis-
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tressed. Kindly give me relief from this
distressed condition.” Or, “God, I am in
need of money; I am very poor. Kindly
give me some money.”

This is not pure devotional service. One
should notbecome a religious person or a
devotee of God for some material profit.
Of course, such a materialistic devotee is
better than the person who is not atall in-
terested in God. Unless one is pious, he
does not approach God. As Krsna says in
the Bhagavad-gita [1.15],

na mam duskrtino miidha
prapadyante naradhamah

mayayapahrta-jianah
asurari bhavam asritah
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The impious classes of men (duskrtina)
never approach God. These are the
midhas, the rascals and fools; the nara-
dhama, the lowest of mankind; the maya-
yapahrta-jAidnah, those whose knowledge
has been taken away by illusion; and the
asuras, the demons. Such persons do not
surrender to God.

But those who have a background of pi-
ous activities—such persons approach
God when they are distressed. They be-
lieve that God is the friend of all living
entities (suhrdari sarva-bhiitanam). Actu-
ally, He is the friend of everyone, and as
the Supersoul He is living with the soul in
the heart. That is stated in the Fedas. Two
birds are sitting on the same tree of this
body. One bird is the individual soul, and
the other bird is the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, the Supersoul. In this way
God is always with the individual soul
and trying to turn him toward the path
back home,backto Godhead. Heissucha
nice friend: suhrdam sarva-bhitanam.

So, if we want peace, we should under-
stand, “Here is God, my supreme friend.
He is guiding and protecting me. So why
am I praying to Him for some material
benefit? He knows my necessities, and He
will supply whatis required. Why should I
bother Him by praying, ‘Please give me
this, please give me that.” There is no ne-
cessity: God is omniscient.”

As Krsna says in the Bhagavad-gita, “1
knowthe necessities of My devotees, and I
supply them.” Yoga-ksemarir vahamy aham.
We wanttwo things: to possess what we do
not have, and to protect what we have. So
Krsna says He does both things: “I protect
whatever My devotee has, and I supply
him whatever he needs.” Krsna is fulfill-
ing everyone’s needs, but especially the
devotees’. That is His special job.

Here in the present verse from Cai-
tanya-caritamrta we see that Lord Cai-
tanya is very magnanimous. Without our
asking, He is offering the best benefit—
krsna-prema, love of Krsna. This should
be our objective. Our objective in life
should betounderstand God. If we simply
understand what God is and what our re-
lationship with Him is, and if we begin to
act accordingly, then our life is successful.
Even if we cannot finish the whole
course—if we fall down from devotional
service—still we are not losers.

Devotional service is a process that
requires some time for one to become per-
fect. But even if one falls down before
becoming perfect, he is not a loser. The
service is so transcendental that whatever
you have done, that is your asset. And if
you stop—ofcourse, that is not good—but
even if you stop, whatever you have done
already, thatis your permanentasset. This
is the benefit of devotional service.

In material affairs, if you cannot do
something perfectly well, whatever you
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have done is all lost. But in spiritual life,
whatever you have done—one percent,
two percent, three percent—thatis perma-
nent. Therefore the scripture says, “Even
if nondevotees do their duties very nicely,
what is their profit? They remain under
the stringent laws of nature.”

Suppose thatin this life I have done my
duty as a politician very nicely, but in the
next life | become a dog. Then what is my
benefit? Whether or not you will become a
dog or a god in your next life—that will
not depend on you. That will depend on
nature: prakrteh kriyamanani gunaih kar-
mani sarvasah. The laws of nature are as
certain as two plus two equals four. So,
whatever we are doing now, we are prepar-
ing for our nextlife, and at death material
nature will simply give us a body: “You
have acted like this, so take this body.”
You cannot say, “No, no, I don't like this

he laws of

nature are as
certain as two plus
two equals four.
So, whatever we
are doing now, we
are preparing for
our next life, and
at death the ma-
terial nature will
simply give us
a body.

body.” No, you have to take it.

As for the fruitive workers, even if they
have done their so-called duties very per-
fectly well, what is the profit? There is no
profit, because they remain under the
strict control of material nature. But for
the devotees, whatever little service they
have done is a permanent asset, That is
not controlled by nature—that is con-
trolled by God. As He says in the Bhaga-
vad-gita [6.41], Sucinarn Srimatarh gehe
yoga-bhrasto 'bhijayate. Yoga-bhrastah
means “one who has fallen from devo-
tional service.”

So, such a person is guaranteed a hu-
man life, and not only a human life but a
life in a very good family. Sucinarh gehe
means “a perfectly well-behaved and
cleansed family, a brahmana family.” Suct
means “very clean.”

Now, Krsnasaysthatevenifa devoteeis
fallen, he gets his birth in a ucf family. For
example, in our Society there are small

children. You see their behaviour. They
are coming, offering flowers, offering
obeisances, chanting, dancing. That
means they are not ordinary children.
They have gotten the opportunity to take
birth in the family of Vaisnavas. They are
getting the opportunity of Krsna con-
sciousness from the very beginning of life.
Thisissucinarigehe, birth inapure family.
Or, one may be born in a very rich family.
A rich man does not have to struggle to
maintain his body, so he can easily give
something for the service of the Lord.

So, whether you are born in a rich
family or a poor Vaisnava family, you are
not the loser. Therefore we should take to
Krsna consciousness and try to introduce
itvery nicely, and evenif we fall, thereis no
loss. A human life is guaranteed, along
with birth in a very good family. And if this
isguaranteed forthe fallensoul, then what
to speak of those who are not fallen? Just
imagine! Those who are not fallen go di-
rectly back to Godhead (tyaktva deham
punar janma naiti mam eti). They are im-
mediately transferred to the spiritual
world after giving up this body.

Hereitis said, hinarthadhika-sadhakam
$ri-caitanyam: “Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu is very kind to the fallen souls.”
His special mission is toreclaim the fallen
souls. In this age of Kali, almost 99.9
percent are fallen. Their qualification is
mandah su-manda-matayah. Manda means
they do notknowthathumanlife is meant
forqualifying oneselfin Krsna conscious-
ness, spiritual consciousness. And even
if they become interested in spiritual
consciousness, they accept some bogus
theory. They are misguided (su-manda-
matayah). There are somanyyogis and sva-
mis—all bluffers. In the Kali-yuga people
are already bewildered, and these bogus
leaders come to cheat, and people fall prey
to these cheaters.

Anyone who is preaching something
other than God consciousness is a
cheater. Real progress in life is to become
God conscious. Thatis real progress. And
without God consciousness, so-called
yoga and meditation—what is the profit?
Simply some bogus propaganda.Ithas no
value. Real progress inlife is to know what
God is and what our relationship with
Himisand howto actin thatrelationship.

But people do not know this. Na te viduh
svartha-gatirh hi visnum. They think, “By
this yoga practice I shall become perfect,
my material condition will improve, and
so on.” But that is not real progress in life.
There are many rich men who enjoy ma-
terial comforts without practising yoga.

No, spirituallife does notmean thatone
improves his material condition of life.
Spiritual life means spiritual advance-
ment. But people take it that religion
should give impetus to our material life.
And when they are disgusted with ma-



terial life, they want moksa, to become one
with the Lord. These things are going on.

But Caitanya Mahaprabhu came to
save all these fallen souls. Hinarthadhika-
sadhakam. The more one is fallen, the bet-
ter candidate he is for receiving the mercy
of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. As Narot-
tama dasa Thakura sings, patita-pavana-
hetu tava avatara: “My Lord, You have
incarnated to reclaim the fallen.” Mo sama
patita prabhu na paibe ara: “If that is Your
mission, then please consider that I am
the most fallen. So my claim is first to re-
ceive Your favor. Kindly accept me.” This
is how we should feel—completely fallen
and helpless and dependent on the mercy
of the Lord.

A person in the conditioned stage of
material existence is in an atmosphere of
helplessness. But the conditioned soul,
under the illusion of mayd, Krsna’s exter-
nal energy, thinks he is completely pro-
tected by his country, society, friends, and
family. He does not know that at the time
of death none of these can save him. He is
so illusioned by maya that he does not
even know the meaning of the word
“save.” To be saved means to save oneself
from the cycle of birth and death. That is
real saving. But people do not know this.

The laws of material nature are so
strong that none of our material posses-
sions can save us from the cruel hands of
death. Everyone knows it. And that is our
real problem. Who is not afraid of death?
Everyone is afraid of death. Why? Be-
cause the living entity is not meant for dy-
ing: he is eternal. Therefore birth, death,
old age, and disease are botherations for
him. Because he is eternal, he does not
take birth (na jayate). And one who does
not take birth also has no death (na
mriyate va kaddacit). So the reason we are
afraid of death is that our natural inclina-
tion is to live eternally.

Therefore to be saved from death is the
first business of humankind. We are
teaching Krsna consciousness for this
purpose only. And that should be the pur-
pose of everyone. That s the scriptural in-
junction. Those who are guardians—the
government, the father, the teacher—
should know how to save their depen-
dents from repeated birth and death. But
where is this philosophy being taught?
There is no institution throughout the
whole world that is teaching this philoso-
phy except for this ISKCON movement,
which is putting forward the philosophy
of Krsna consciousness—not whimsi-
cally, but from authorised scripture, the
Vedic literature.

We are opening centres all over the
world for the benefit of human society.
People do not know the aim of life. They
do not know that there is a next life, after
death. These things they do not know. So
we are trying to teach them that there is a

next life undoubtedly and that in this life
you can prepare your next life. As Krsna
says in the Bhagavad-gita [9.25],

yanti deva-vratd devan
pitfn yanti pitr-vratih
bhatani yanti bhatejya
yanti mad-yajino 'pi mam
You can prepare yourself for a better life
in the heavenly planets, you can go to the
planets of the ancestors, you can go to the
planets where ghosts and other such
beings reside, or you can go to the planet
where Krsna lives. Everything is open to
you. You simply have to prepare yourself.
Children are educated, and some of
them become engineers, some become
medical men, some become lawyers, and
so on. Similarly, you can prepare yourself
for your next life. This is not difficult to
understand.

Uefoﬂunately,
people do not
believe in the next
life, although it is
simply common
sense. Actually, we
can be sure there
is a next life be-
cause Krsna says
so, and we can also
understand by a
little intelligence.

Unfortunately, people do notbelieve in
the next life, although it is simply com-
mon sense. Actually, we can be sure there
isa nextlife because Krsna says so,and we
can alsounderstand by alittle intelligence
that there must be a nextlife. So, our propo-
sition is that if you have to prepare your-
self for the next life, then why don't you
take the trouble to prepare yourself to go
back home, back to Godhead? This is our
proposition.

Youcan prepare yourselfto go to hell, or
you can prepare yourself to go to heaven.
It doesn’t matter, because these situations
are temporary. Suppose you are putin jail.
When your term is finished, you are free
from such life. Similarly, even if you go to
the heavenly planets, when the results of
your pious activities are finished, then
again you must come down here to this
earthly planet. In this way, sometimes you
may gotothe higher planets, sometimesto
the lower planets.

Therefore, why notgo back home, back
to Godhead? Krsna says, yanti mad-yajino
pimam: “Anyone whois Krsna conscious
comes to Me.” So why not go to Krsna?
The question may be asked, What is the
benefitof going to Krsnaloka? What is the
difference between going to a heavenly
planet and going to Krsna’s planet? The
difference is that if you go to any planet
other than Krsnaloka, you remain under
the four material restrictions—birth, old
age, disease, and death. But if you go to
Krsna, then you’ll never have to come
down again and take a material body.
There you canlive an eternally blissful life
of knowledge. That is the difference.

So, every intelligent man should take to
Krsna consciousness, cultivate Krsna con-
sciousness, and go back home, back to
Godhead foreternal life. This message we
are preaching all over the world because
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu wanted it. He
wanted to deliver the fallen souls from the
clutches of illusion and take them back
home, back to Godhead.

When Krsna came, His mission was the
same. He declared, “Simply surrender to
Me, and thus you will come to Me in My
spiritual abode, where you can live eter-
nallyin bliss and knowledge. Why are you
rotting in this material world?”

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu has come
with the same mission. His mission is not
different from Krsna's, since He is Krsna
Himself. ButLord Caitanya’s methodisto
offer prema, love of Krsna. That is His
magnanimity. St Krsna did not directly
offer prema—only the preliminary condi-
tion of prema: surrender. Surrender is the
beginning of prema. Unless we surrender
to Krsna, we cannot develop love for Him.
So surrender is the beginning of love, and
Krsnademanded thatwe surrenderto Him.

But Lord Caitanya is so kind and mag-
nanimous that simply in the course of His
chanting and dancing He embraced every-
one and gave them krsna-prema. That is
His magnanimity. Therefore Srila Rupa
Gosvami has offered this prayer to Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu: namo maha-
vadanyaya krsna-prema pradaya te. “People
cannot understand Krsna, and yet You
are giving them love of Krsna. Therefore I
offer my humble obeisances to You, who
are so magnanimous that You are freely
giving krsna-prema.”

If you don’t know someone, how can
you develop love for him? But still, Lord
Caitanya is giving love of Krsna even to
those who are completely ignorant of
Him. So, justimagine how magnanimous
Lord Caitanya is! He is giving such a nice
process: simply chant Hare Krsna. You
willimmediatelybecome purified, getfree
from material bondage, and begin your
loving service to Krsna. This is Caitanya
Mahaprabhu’s gift.

Thank you very much. [ ¢
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KINDLY
BE VISIBLE

In this world of bewildering material forms, Krsna appears
as Jagannatha—a transcendental form we can’t forget.

by SATSVARUPA DASA GOSWAMI

Jagannathah svami nayana-patha-gami bhavatu me
“O Lord of the universe, kindly be visible unto me.”
—Jagannathastaka

New York City, 1967
omeone said that Lord Jagannatha had arrived
and was in Prabhupada’s room. Srila
Prabhupada was in San Francisco, so I went upstairs,
and there was Lord Jagannatha, a three-foot-tall,
black-faced, round-eyed, smiling Deity.

Unfortunately, my first impression was one of
resentment. Why did we have to worship such a
strange form of God? I had already accepted from
Srila Prabhupada that Lord Krsna was the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, and I was faithfully fixed in
that. I was attached to chanting the Hare Krsna
mantra and to regularly hearing from the Bhagavad-
gita. And I knew that Srila Prabhupada’s mission to
spread Krsna consciousness was also my life’s
mission. But why did we now have to worship Lord
Jagannatha? We had been doing fine with pictures of
Krsna as youthful, attractive Govinda holding a flute
and standing in a threefold-bending form beside
Srimati Radharani and a cow. Why go from that to
this primitive form of Jagannatha?

Of course, I had heard how Lord Jagannatha had
first arrived in San Francisco, how Srila Prabhupada
had asked Syamasundara dasa to carve the large
Deity. how they were supposed to have a parade, and
how Prabhupada had called the temple there New
Jagannatha Puri. But this was New York City!

I thought that maybe my initial resentment was
aroused by the envy I felt for those who now had
Srila Prabhupada with them in California. Some of
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us still had not accepted that he was not always going
to stay with us on the Lower East Side. Lord
Jagannatha was almost a symbol of “that temple” in
San Francisco, where Srila Prabhupada was
preaching now, far away from us. We were awaiting
his return, loyally carrying out his instructions
through the frigid Manhattan winter, and now Lord
Jagannatha had arrived from California.

But Srila Prabhupada had said that we should
place Jagannatha on the altar in the storefront, so I
realised that my skeptical feelings were crazy. I
mostly gave them up, worshiped Lord Jagannatha,
and awaited Srila Prabhupada’s return.

In May, when Prabhupada was back with us, I
asked him about Lord Jagannatha. He explained that
Jagannitha is Krsna. He was carved in that form by
the demigod-sculptor Visvakarma. When
Prabhupada said that, I remembered another reply
he had given about Krsna’s form when a boy named
Bob Lefkowitz had inquired. Bob had shown Srila
Prabhupada a picture of bluish Krsna with His flute,
and he had asked if the paintings of Krsna were done
according to the artists’ conceptions, since each
picture looks a little different. Srila Prabhupada had
answered yes, but he had also said that a bona fide
picture always follows exactly the descriptions given
of Krsna in the scriptures.

Srila Prabhupada now explained that although a
sculptor had fashioned Jagannatha out of wood, He
had consented to appear out of His own will; the
sculptor had not commanded Him to do so. Lord
Jagannatha appeared along with His brother
Balarama and His sister, Subhadra. Being Krsna,
Lord Jagannatha has a blackish face and carries a
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conchshell and a disc weapon. His form is
sharp-angled and stubby-armed because
during the special pastime of His ap-
pearance, His sculptor, Vi§vakarma, left—
by the plan of the Lord—before finishing
his work.

For further explanation, Prabhupada
spoke the line jagannathah svamri nayana-
patha-gami bhavatu me. At my request, he
then spoke it again, slowly, while I wrote
down each word. Prabhupada said it was
a prayer: “O Lord of the universe, kindly
be visible unto me.” In this prayer, he said,
the devotee is praying to see the spiritual
form of the Lord. We are always seeing
material objects, but the devotee prays to
God in the form of the Deity of Jagan-
natha thathe may see Him as He actually
is—the Lord of the universe.

This explanation seemed wonderful
and valuable. Prabhupada’s comment
was at least as important as the verse. In
my own understanding, they were insepa-
rable. Prabhupada did notsay at thattime
where the verse came from, and neither
did I ask. I knew it was scripture, and the
important thing was that it came from
Prabhupada, so it was purely spiritual, a
selected instruction. Now I could pray to
Lord Jagannatha with the right attitude.

One of the New York devotees began
carving three-inch-high Jagannathas. His
wife would paint Them and then write on
the back with black paint the Sanskrit
prayer and the translation, “O Lord of the
universe, kindly be visible unto me.” They
began selling these to the devotees for a
few dollars,and soon it was a fad—almost
everyone had Lord Jagannatha. We be-
gan wearing Him on a cord around our
necks. At first Lord Jagannatha was
manufactured with a metal screw eye
screwed into His head, but when we real-
ised that it was offensive, we placed Him
in a comfortable cloth pouch, and the
pouch was affixed to the cord around our
necks.

When I wore Lord Jagannatha around
my neck and walked into my place of
work, the New York City welfare office on
East Fifth Street, it caused quite a stir.
But I considered it a part of the essential
paraphernalia oridentity of a devotee—to
wear Lord Jagannatha, to carry japa
beads, and to have a shaved head and a
Sikha. And the Jagannatha Svami prayer
was also essential.

The prayer was composed with sympa-
thy for a devotee who could not easily see
God, even in the form of Lord Jagan-
natha. As Prabhupada had explained it,
the spirit soul in the material world is
bombarded by sense objects demanding
attention. Certainly in New York City
wherever I turned, there were hard bar-
rages of material forms. I saw buildings of
cement and wood and glass. Millions of
flesh-and-blood bodies covered with cloth
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moved back and forth before my vision.
Somewhere there was a patch of sky, some-
where a tree, and always the artificial,
manufactured, manmade items, like as-
phalt roads, billboards of paper and steel
and painted colours, heavy trucks, goods
and gadgets in store windows, newspapers,
and, every few feet, rubbish—trash in cans,
papers in the street, bottles, dirt . . .

But Jagannatha had appeared along
with His prayer. And Prabhupada had ex-
plained that prayer. Now out of the pletho-
ra of material objects before me, I could
look upon the small, available form of
Lord Jagannatha and see Krsna. I prayed
that He would reveal Himselfto me in this
form. By philosophical, theoretical knowl-
edge, I could accept, on the basis of guru
and Sastra, that Jagannatha was Krsna,
and so I was worshiping Him. But to wor-
ship with true feeling, a prayer was
needed, requesting the Lord to please

hen I wore

Lord Jagan-
natha around my
neck and walked
into my place
of work, it caused
quite a stir. But I
considered it a part
of the essential
paraphernalia or
identity of a

devotee.

reveal Himself to the worshiper: jagan-
ndathah svami nayana-patha-gami bhavatu
me. As I prayed to and handled Lord
Jagannatha, I lost all resentment.

Later in 1967, Srila Prabhupada asked
me to go to Boston to help him begin
another ISKCON branch. When I moved
there and took employment as a welfare
case worker, I continued to carry my three-
inch Jagannatha Deity to the office. But
since I was a new man and Boston was not
as permissive as New York City, I kept
Lord Jagannatha in a box.

My worship consisted mostly of bring-
ing Him out of the box at noon, when I
would offer Him prayers and the contents
of my lunch so thatI would eat only krsna-
prasadam. 1 remember sitting on a park
bench in deep snow at Franklin Park Zoo
and opening the box of Lord Jagannatha
before my cup of cottage cheese and bana-
nas, and I can recall looking at Him in

spring and summer, at various locations
as I traveled to see clients throughout the
city. Sometimes I would bring Him out for
a quick look—*"jagannathah svamr nayana-
patha-gamrbhavatu me”—and then return
with a refreshed mind to the world of ma-
terial names and forms.

At our storefront temple in Boston we
had six-inch deities on the altar. When I
wrote to Srila Prabhupada about my daily
offerings of flowers and about my prayers
to Lord Jagannatha, asking forgiveness
for my mistakes, Prabhupada warmly ap-
proved. ButwhenIlocked up the deities in
the storefront and went to see Prabhu-
pada in New York, he admonished me—
“What if you were to leave me alone in a
room?” By his guidance Iwasdrawnintoa
more serious relationship with the deities.

I have been describing Lord Jagan-
nitha in terms of private worship and
temple worship, but He is most celebrated
for His public appearance during the
Ratha-yatra. Srila Prabhupada was eager
for the festival to start as soon as possible
after Jagannatha first appeared in San
Francisco. It is amazing to consider his
daring in this attempt to bring Ratha-
yatra to the West. There is no tradition of
Deity worship in Western countries and
little appreciation for Indian spiritualism.
But somehow, the happy, melodious
chanting, the delicious free feasts, the
dancingdevotees, the big-wheeled, colour-
ful, silk-topped carts, and smiling Lord
Jagannatha, Balarama, and Subhadra—
the pageantry of it all—have appealed to
the fun-loving, parade-going, peace- and
God-seeking spirit that exists in people
worldwide.

Srila Prabhupada loved to repeat the
good news about Ratha-yatra. The mayor
of San Francisco declared it “Ratha-yatra
Day” throughout the city. The police chief
of Berkeley commented, “It is not a win-
dow-breaking crowd.” A newspaper in
London printed a picture showing the cart
as a “rival to Nelson’s Column.” Chicago,
Philadelphia, New York, Los Angeles,
Melbourne, Calcutta, Bombay—Prabhu-
pada loved to name the cities where the
Ratha-yatra festivals were held each year
as evidence of the potency of the Krsna
consciousness movement.

Lord Jagannatha was not meant for
only a quick look by a lone devotee at his
desk in the office, but He was for the mil-
lions in big cities, and His prasadam was
meant for mass distribution. The incon-
ceivable auspicious effect of Ratha-yatra
is described in the $astra: “A person who
sees the Lord’s Ratha-yatra festival and
then stands up to receive the Lord can
purge all kinds of sinful results from his
body” (Brahmanda Purana).

Essential evidence for the truth of Deity
worship can be stated in a few sentences.

(continued on page 16)






might be able to return the favour.

He had trepidation about his new
course and asked me whether the Vedic
tradition offered any insights into the na-
ture of proverbs. In response, I asked him
to first explain exactly what he meant by
“proverbs.” Hetold me thata proverbisan
adage, asimple, shortsaying thatsumsup
a profound truth.

At first, I thought of the Vedanta-siitra,
terse codes that express deep philosophi-
cal wisdom. But as my friend continued to
speak, citing well-known proverbs and
their authors, such as Confucius and Lao
Tzu, I realised that the works of Canakya
Pandita, whom Srila Prabhupada quoted
in almost every volume he produced,
could more fittingly be called proverbs.

Srila Prabhupada often used Cana-
kya’s sayings, which are revered through-
out the Indian subcontinent, to illustrate
Krsna conscious ideas. For instance, in
the Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.13.15, pur-
port), Srila Prabhupada cites Canakya’s
advice thatvalid moral instructions should
be accepted even if given by a lowborn or
unqualified person. Even if gold is cov-
ered by stool, says Canakya, it is still
gold.

SrilaPrabhupada taughtthatCanakya,
a great sage who lived three centuries be-
fore Christ, was a brahmana, a wise man—
he even referred to him as a saint. Al-
though Srila Prabhupada once pointed
out that Canakya was not, strictly speak-
ing, a pure Vaisnava, from Srila Prabhu-
pada’s writings it is clear that he had great
respect for the Pandita’s wisdom.

The more I told my friend about Cana-
kya, the more we both realised that Cana-
kya’s works would add immensely to the
proverbs course. Yet my knowledge of
Canakya Pandita as a historical person-
ality left a great deal to be desired. For me,
he was mostly an abstraction, a legendary
soothsayer my spiritual master frequently
quoted. To really help my friend, I needed
to do some homework.

We went to the Forty-second Street li-
brary to research Canakya’s life and
times. Canakya Pandita, we discovered, is
commonly known to historians as Kau-
tilya (although he is also known as Visnu-
gupta and Vatsyayana). Beyond having
composed volumes of proverbs, Canakya
is famous for his Artha-$astra (“Treatise on
Political Economy”) and for counseling
King Candragupta Maurya, one of Alex-
ander the Great’s chief adversaries.

Candraguptais known as Sandrocottus
to Greek historians, and he is the founder
of the Mauryan dynasty. In the early part
of his career, he wandered the Punjab
and, along with his countrymen, opposed
Alexander’s conquering forces. History
records that it was Candragupta’s chief
adviser, Canakya Pandita, who was actu-
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ally responsible for the king’s ultimate
victory. In The Minister's Signet Ring, a
work of the sixth century A.D. that pur-
ports to describe the last stages of Candra-
gupta’s triumph over Alexander and the
Nanda princes, the king himself is de-
picted as a weak and insignificant youth;
the real ruler of the empire was Canakya.

In 321 B.C. Candragupta conquered
Magadha (South Bihar). He proceeded to
annex various parts of northern Indiaand
campaigned against the Greek Selsucus
Nicator, the former general of Alexander.
Under Canakya’s wise council, Candra-
gupta ruled for twenty-four years. The
Mauryan Empire, however, lasted some
120 years more, being led first by the
founding father’s son, Bindusara, and
then by his grandson, the famous Em-

anakya Pan-

dita asserts the
importance of
being receptive. The
scriptures make it
clear that a saintly
person behaves in
a particular way.
Canakya warns us
not to judge
someone merely by
the words that
emanate from
his lips.

peror ASoka, who eventually converted to
Buddhism.

During the reign of Candragupta (321-
297B.C.), Canakya Pandita became widely
known for his wisdom and scriptural
knowledge. He was a simple and austere
man, and deeply religious as well. A con-
temporary of Aristotle, who was sum-
moned to Macedon to teach Alexander
the Great, Canakya is sometimes com-
pared to the great Greek philosopher, and
at other times he has been compared to
Machiavelli, for his Artha-$astra has many
similarities to The Prince. Aristotle and
Canakya also have common attitudes to-
ward republican forms of government.

The most amazing thing about Candra-
gupta and Canakya Pandita, my friend
and I were soon to find out, was that both
of them were predicted in the Srimad-

Bhagavatam (12.1.11, 12), which was com-
piled almost 2,500 years before their time:

nava nandan dvijah kascit
prapannan uddharisyati
tesam abhave jagatim
maurya bhoksyanti vai kalau

“A certain brahmana [Canakya] will be-
tray the trust of King Nanda and his eight
sons and will destroy their dynasty. In
their absence the Mauryas will rule the
world as the age of Kali continues.”

sa eva candraguptam vai
dvijo rajye 'bhiseksyati
tar-suto varisaras tu
tatas casokavardhanah

“This brahmana will enthrone Candra-
gupta, whose son will be named Varisara
[Bindusara]. The son of Varisara will be
Asokavardhana [Emperor Asoka].”

These ancient Sanskrit verses fully pre-
dict the essential history of the Maurya
dynasty, mentioning Candragupta and
his descendants by name. Although Cana-
kya is not specifically named, there is a
clearinference, and Vaisnava commenta-
tors, such as Sridhara Svami, Vivanatha
Cakravarti Thakura, and, currently,
Hridayananda dasa Goswami, say his
identification with the brahmana alluded
to in this text is inescapable.

A great Krsna conscious teacher of the
modern age, Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura
(1838-1914), also found this period in his-
tory to be ofimportance, perhaps owingto
the scriptural predictions. In 1857-58, he
composed a two-part English epicentitled
Poried, which he intended to complete in
twelve volumes. These two books, written
in lucid, melodious English verse, de-
scribed the wanderings of Porus, who
challenged Alexander the Great and was
eventually defeated by him. According to
the late prominent Indologist A. L. Ba-
sham, Porus’s name derives from Paur-
ava, which would connect him with the
Kuru dynasty, the family upon which the
Mahabharata centers, Bhaktivinoda Tha-
kura’s work details the story of Porus and
its relation to Candragupta and Canakya
Pandita. The firstofhis two published vol-
umesonthissubjectcan today be found at
the British Museum in London.

The Pandita’s Proverbs

In the Oriental Division of the huge
Forty-second Streetlibrary, my friend and
I found the Canakya-ntti-darpanam, a col-
lection of Canakya’s most famous prov-
erbs. Here are some of my favourites:

An intelligent person moves on one foot
whilestanding on the other. One should not
abandon his previous position without hav-
ing duly considered a superior position.

(continued on page 25)



Harpa’s no ordinary cow, and her break for freedom
should make us pause to consider the plight of her species.

HARPA

ICELAND MISSION

letter has arrived at Back to

Godhead’s Philadelphia office
from Alarka dasi, a devotee at
ISKCON’s temple near Jdrna,
Sweden. Enclosed is a clipping from
Icelandair’s in-flight magazine about
a cow who swam 2% kilometres
across a near-freezing Icelandic
fjord. The cow, named Harpa, broke
away from the herd as she was being
led to a slaughterhouse in the town
of Flateyri on the shore of
Onundarfjérdur. Plunging into the
fjord, she made land on the opposite
shore an hour later, unassisted,
although by that time a boat crew
from the local grcund-sea rescue
team had caught up with her.

Gudmundar Steinar
Bjérgmundsson, amazed at Harpa’s
feat, was waiting on the shore. He
bought her on the spot and led her
proudly to his farm, where she made
herself at home in the barn and
gratefully presented Gudmundar
with an udderful of milk.

Harpa’s story is truly amazing, but
I wonder what in the world 1 am
supposed to do with it. Maybe I
shouldn’t do anything. Between
complaints that I hog too much
space in this magazine on the one
hand, and suggestions out of the
blue for article topics on the other,
I'm growing mildly schizoid anyway.
And now this: a sea-going cow.

But there's hidden meaning to this
letter. It is significant that devotees
of Krsna should find Harpa’s story
important. Yes, members of
ISKCON hold cows sacred. Another

by MATHURESA DASA

name for Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, is Govinda,
“He who gives pleasure to the cows.”
In His original form, Krsna is a
cowherd boy who spends His days
tending an unlimited herd of gentle,
transcendental cows with His
cowherd boyfriends.

So a devotee is appalled at how
human society treats the cow. The
sarcastic expression “sacred cow,”
for example, as well as the expletive
“holy cow!” pain us because they
evidence a disrespect, deeply rooted
in the language itself, for the cow’s
life. Modern civilised man thinks
himself too smart, too scientifically
advanced, too free from superstition,
artificial piety, and notions of
transcendence to respect, what to
speak of worship, an animal.

But we don'’t ask you to worship.

. Fact is, the cow is the mother of

human society because she provides
milk, which is a delicious and
indispensable part of man’s diet.
How many tons of milk, yogurt,
cheese, ice cream, and butter man
consumes daily! And yet how many

cows like Harpa are daily led to
slaughter? Never mind piety or
transcendence. What really concerns
devotees is something much more
down-to-earth, something no
civilisation can ignore if it wants to
survive for more than a few
centuries.

It’s called gratitude. In this case
gratitude toward a very real mother.
And it is intimately connected with
other indispensable qualities, like
mercy and compassion. How much
more men might show civilised
gratitude and compassion toward
each other if they could show it
toward their mother. Animal-killing
is not civilised. Cow-killing is
indescribably base.

So leave the cow worship to us.
You need to work on preliminaries
like respect for your mother and
gratefulness for how she feeds you.

Which brings me to another
hidden meaning in this Icelandair
news clipping. I have it from reliable
sources that Harpa was trained at
our Jidrna center. Alarka dasi spent
months teaching her a bovine
version of the dog paddle, then
shipped her to Iceland aboard one of
ISKCON’s submarines, where she
was to infiltrate the herd and cause
an uprising in Flateyri. When her
efforts failed, Harpa broke away and
swam the fjord. She was picked up
on the other shore by Sri Rama dasa,
Alarka’s husband, who was using his
Bjorgmundsson alias.

Good going, team. Better luck next
time, Harpa.

DRAWING BY KESISUDANA DASA
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Coming to Krsna

Saved From

The Clutches of Maya

“My father and the coach at UCLA were pleased with my
volleyball successes, and my mother was satisfied with my academic work.

I was born in Los Angeles in 1949. My
parents were avid volleyball players.
My father had been one of America’s best,
and my motherhadbeen a third-team All-
American. 1 started playing volleyball
when I was four. I passed through school
easily. Sports dominated my free hours,
and generally my childhood was a happy
one. With adolescence came dating and
more sports, and I left high school with a
scholarship to UCLA.

In college my motto was “Success,” and
my main ambition was simply to enjoy
life. My grandfather had confided once to
me that “Money is God.” I wasn’t sure
about that, but neither was I sure about
God. I evolved to agnosticism.

One warm Friday evening, June 9, 1970,
as I strolled through the campus village, I
heard someone call my name. I looked
around and didn’t see anyone I knew.
Continuing on my way, I heard someone
call again. I focused on the only possible
source of the sound—a saffron-robed,
shaven-headed, bespectacled man about
my age standing alone between a restau-
rant and a cinema.

Somewhat startled, I answered, “Yes?”
to which he replied, “Don’t you recognise
me?”

Straining to get a closer look, I realised
who it was.

“Beard! Beard, is that you?" I cried.

“It’s me,” he said reassuringly.

Bob Searight was his real name; Beard
was the nickname he’d caught during his
volleyball career at UCLA for sporting an
extraordinary long black beard. I had just
completed my third year, and he had
graduated the year before in engineering.
His way oflife had been awfully similar to
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But I wondered if Krsna was pleased.”

by DANAVIRA DASA

A prospect for

the U.S. Olympic
volleyball team

in 1970, Danavira
dasa (at right, and
wearing No. 8 on
the opposite page)
gave up his
material ambitions
for a life of service
to Krsna. Since
coming to the Hare
Krsna movement,
Danavira dasa has
preached Krsna
consciousness in
many parts of the
world. He's now
touring the United
States with
ISKCON’s traveling
festival program,

mine; in fact, I had last seen him six
months before at the beach with two
girlfriends.

“Whatin the world happened to you?”I
asked.

“I joined the Hare Krsna movement
three months ago,” he said.

“My God, I don't believe it!” I re-
sponded candidly,

Up to that time, my encounters with

Hare Krsna were the musical play Hair
and the occasional sight of a group of
them dancing and chanting on Holly-
wood Boulevard. My date and I had
chuckled as we passed the small clan of
cymbal- and drum-playing devotees, who
we guessed were burning incense to en-
hance their drug experiences. I just
couldn’t have cared less about them.
Bob serenely explained how he had
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experienced a higher consciousness that
led him naturally to renounce material
pursuits, epitomised by meat-eating, in-
toxication, illicit sex, and gambling.

I couldn’t believe Beard was saying
these things. I challenged his newly dis-
covered denials. Especially dubious was
the sex stricture.

He explained howillicit sex was a waste
of valuable human energy. As for his vege-
tarian diet—"“Everything we eat,” Bob ex-
plained, “should be offered first to Lord
Krsna, who created everything, and who
doesn’t accept animal flesh. Besides, it
causes senseless cruelty for the sake of our
taste buds. And intoxication further be-
wilders the already illusioned soul into
dreaming and degradation.”

I fired questions like bullets, but his
answers were convincing, and they de-
stroyed many of my prized conceptions.
There was a certain sweetness and peace-
fulness in Bob’s demeanor. His transfor-
mation loomed impressive and attractive.

To support his statements he quoted
Bhagavad-gita As It Is and other ancient
Vedic scriptures. He explained that Krsna
is accepted as God by many great Vedic
sages. We are all Krsna’s eternal servants,
and if werevive ourrelationship with Him
through bhakti-yoga, or devotional serv-
ice, our life will be sublime. He told me
how Krsna had come five hundred years
ago as Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu to
teach the chanting of the maha-mantra—
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare—as the process
for self-realisation in this age.

“We are not these bodies but the eternal
spiritual soul within. So all our endeavors
for worldly pleasures are nonsense.”

“Even volleyball?” I asked.

“Yes,” he replied, “just a waste of time.”

After an hour’s discussion, I decided to
swear offthe four sinful activities Bob had
mentioned. Although I was proud, I felt
thoroughly defeated. But I was happy. I
bought a Bhagavad-gita As It Is, by His Di-
vine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada. Bob also handed me a Back
to Godhead magazine and a package of
Spiritual Sky incense.

We walked around the block to where a
few dozen devotees were singing Hare
Krsna and dancing. It was irresistible.
They were surprised when I joined them
and started chanting with my arms up-
raised just as they were doing. They in-
vited me to a Sunday Feast at the temple,
and I promised to come.

I drove home and dove into the Gira.
Line after line, page after page, the wis-
dom issued forth like an irrepressible gey-
ser bathing my parched heart. I used to
sing a song, “What kind of fool am I, who
neverfellinlove, . . .alonelycell in which
my empty heart must dwell?” Although in
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my search for a perfect lover I had never
thought of God as the one, now I learned
that our loving propensity is properly re-
posed in Him alone. Other earthly rela-
tionships, based on individual or mutual
gratification, are notreally love butlust, at
best faint reflections of our original rela-
tionship with God. Sensual desires pro-
duce frustration, karmic reactions, and
more births in this world of suffering,
whereas transcendental self-realisation
produces eternity, knowledge, and bliss.
After reading for hours, I finally dozed
off and awakened shortly after 6:00 A.M.
for the Volleyball Beach Championships
in San Diego. I ate a breakfast of fruit and
nuts and drove two hours to San Diego,
chanting Hare Krsna the whole way.
My career in volleyball had been suc-
cessful: I was voted Most Valuable Player
by the NCAA (National Collegiate Ath-

In an unconven-
tional twist, 1
took my girlfriend
to the temple for a
date. I had hoped
that she and my
parents would
share my enthusi-
asm, but they
certainly did not.
They thought I
was crazy.

letic Association) for 1970, and I was
headed for the U.S. Olympic team. My
father and the coach at UCLA were
pleased with my volleyball successes, and
my mother was satisfied with my aca-
demic work. But I wondered if Krsna was
pleased.

As I stepped out onto the court for the
first match, Krsna’s words echoed in my
head: “Whatever you do, whatever you
eat, whatever you offer or give away, and
whatever austerities you perform—do
that as an offering to Me.” I picked up the
ball and froze.

After a long pause, I told a teammate I
couldn’t play and confessed my plan to
take up Krsna consciousness seriously.
He graciously appreciated my resolution.
Others didn’t, however, and they ex-
pressed their disapproval to me as I
headed toward the parking lot. Their
pleas proved to be of no avail; my mind
was determined.

At the Sunday Feast at the Los Angeles
temple,Ibowed onseeingthe founderand
guru of the Hare Krsna movement, Srila
Prabhupada. Krsna could not have senta
more suitable person to dispel my hesi-
tancy. Even his authentic stature as a 75-
year-old Indian svami, fluent in Sanskrit
and the Vedic conclusions, helped disarm
my resistance.

I told my family and friends that I
planned to become a Hare Krsna devotee
in six months. But the next week proved
awkward, with my novice attempts at
abandoning earthly possessions. I gave
away some new clothes and stereo equip-
ment to close friends, and, in an uncon-
ventional twist, I took my girlfriend to the
temple for a date.I had hoped she and my
friends and my parents would share my
enthusiasm, but they certainly did not.
They thought I was crazy.

Day by day my material attachments
loosened. By chanting Hare Krsna I lost
interest in intoxication, volleyball, and
feminine lures. By tasting delicious krsna-
prasadam 1 lost the taste for other foods. I
was convinced that the knowledge I was
receiving surpassed all other education.
In short, Krsna consciousness became
paramount for me.

Although I was very happy about be-
coming a devotee, I tried to look at Krsna
consciousness objectively. My reasoning
went something like this: If Krsna is real
and His promises for bliss in the afterlife
are valid, then accepting His instructions
brings gain; conversely, rejecting them
brings loss. If Krsna consciousness is not
real and the soul does not exist, then
afterlives are meaningless and only this
life counts. If only this life counts, then
gaining pleasure here isthe goal. Since the
pleasure I'm experiencing now is at least
equal to that achieved from worldly pur-
suits, I have nothing tolose buteverything
to gain in Krsna consciousness.

I also reflected on the economics law of
diminishing marginal returns, which
states that the more one tries to enjoy a
material thing, the less one enjoys each
successive unit of that thing. On the other
hand, Krsna teaches that spiritual pleas-
ure is an unlimited ocean of expanding
joy. Repeated experience had convinced
me of the truth of the former statement,
while the latter proposition was begin-
ning to sound tenable; undoubtedly, the
more I became involved with Krsna con-
sciousness, the more I liked it.

I moved into the temple the next Sun-
day. Despite the austerities, I felt at home
with Krsna and His devotees. My parents
felt betrayed, though. “What in God’s
name are your doing?” my mother asked.

I was as shocked as they were, since
honestly the last occupation I'd ever ex-
pected to adopt was to be a Hare Krsna

(continued on page 28)
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 HARE KRSNA, HARE KRSNA, KRSNA KRSNA, HARE HARE

HARE RAMA, HARE RAMA, RAMA RAMA, HARE HARE

Chanting is easy, and it works. In fact, it
is the most effective means of God
realization in the world.

Here’s why. God is unlimitedly powerful,
and His name is Himself. When we chant
God'’s names, God is totally present through
the transcendental sound. So potent are
God’s names that the Vedic scriptures
consider chanting the essential, universal
religion of the age.

So why don’t more people chant?

Maybe they're embarrassed. Or busy. Or
doubtful. Or maybe they think chanting is a

sectarian religious practice—something only
for the Hare Krishnas.

Yet what could be less sectarian than call-
ing out to God? All the great scriptures of the
world praise the holy names of God. God'’s
names may vary from religion to religion or
from culture to culture, but the person—the
supreme father of all—is the same.

Don’t be embarrassed. Chanting is for
everyone. Don't feel you're too busy. Chant-
ing is easy. And don’t remain doubtful. Try
chanting and see the results.

Chant. It’s easy, effective, and universal.

Photo by Yamaraja dasa



BE VISIBLE

(continued from page 8)

One of my favourite statementsis given by
Srila Prabhupada in Sr7 ISopanisad (Man-
tra 5, purport):

Even if the Lord appears before us in the
form of material energy, it is quite possible
for Him to convert this material energy into
spiritual energy. Since the source of the
energies is one and the same, the energies
can be utilized according to the will of their
source. Forexample, the Lord can appearin
the arcg-vigraha—that is, in the form of
Deities supposedly made of earth, stone, or
wood. These forms, although engraved
from wood, stone, or other matter, are not
idols, as the iconoclasts contend.

This explains the technique by which
the Supreme Lord appears in material
forms as the Deity. He has inconceivable
potencies, and thus He can convert His
material energies into spiritual energy. As
to why Krsna does this, that is also nicely
explained in the same purport.

In our present state of imperfect material
existence, we cannot see the Supreme Lord,
due to imperfect vision. Yet those devotees
who want to see Him by means of material
vision are favored by the Lord, who appears
in a so-called material form to accept His
devotees’ service. One should not think that
such devotees, who are in the lowest stage of
devotional service, are worshiping an idol.
They are factually worshiping the Lord,
who has agreed to appear before them in an
approachable way. Nor is the arca form
fashioned according to the whims of the
worshiper. Itis eternally existent with all its
paraphernalia. This can be factually felt by
a sincere devotee, but not by an atheist.

To make it clearer, Srila Prabhupada
makes a simple analogy between the Deity
and a mailbox. The government post of-
fice has mailboxesin manylocations,and
a person can post a letter in any of those
mailboxes with the same efficacy as when
he brings it to the main post office. “But
any old box,” writes Prabhupada, “or an
imitation, which we may find somewhere,
will notdo the work.” Similarly, Krsna has
authorised the arca-vigraha incarnation.
He will accept service through the form
of the Deity to be worshiped in the temple.
Itis for the convenience and accessibility
of HisdevoteethatHe appearsinthisway.

Often Christians object to Krsna con-
scious Deity worship, and they say that
their own scripture, the Bible, forbids it
with the declaration notto worship graven
images. The Krsna conscious reply to this
isthatthe authorised Deity is nota graven
image, in the sense thatthe Deity’s form
is not concocted. “Image means imagi-
nation,” Prabhupada used to say. So the
injunction against idolatry is also in
agreement with the Krsna conscious con-

16 BACK TO GODHEAD

clusion against any form of concocted
worship. But because the Absolute Truth
is the Supreme Person, the original father,
He has a form, and if He likes He can ap-
pearin that form, whether in the material
or the spiritual world, out of kindness for
those who aspire to worship Him. Those
who claim to be monotheists but who are
ultimately impersonalists or voidists or
atheists shy away from the direct ap-
proach to worshiping Krsna in His per-
sonal form as the Deity. But by their
arguments they cannot prevent Him from
His appearance as the arcd-vigraha.

The sweeping generalisation that all
forms of Deity worship are idolatry is
based on a lack of knowledge regarding
the Supreme Lord’s ability and desire to
appear in these worshipable forms. One
time a disciple of Srila Prabhupada’s vis-
ited a Protestant church along with his
five-year-old son, and the child, who was

ecause the

Absolute Truth
is the Supreme
Person, the original
father, He has a
form, and if He
likes He can ap-
pear in that form,
whether in the
material or the
spiritual world, out
of His kindness.

accustomed to seeing Radha-Krsna wor-
ship in the temple, made a spontaneous
but significant remark. When he saw the
plain, empty altar in the church, the boy
first asked his father, “Why don’t they
have a Deity?” But before his father could
reply, the boy said, “I know—because they
are not advanced enough yet.”

The boy was referring to the fact thatin
ISKCON temples, worship of the Deity is
not allowed until the temple organisation
and community areestablished enough to
maintain high standards of regulated
worship. The five-year-old krsna-bhakta
saw the church as awaiting further ad-
vancement before the congregation could
install the form of God.

In India, newly invented groups, like
the Arya Samaja, adopt the stance that
Deity worship is idolatry. Prabhupada
would criticise their faulty logic. “They
saythat God is notin the temple, that God

iseverywhere. Butif He is everywhere, then
why is He not also in the temple?”

There have been many blasphemies
committed against Deity worship, as well
as much mundane argument against
God’s presence in the arca-vigraha, but a
sincere devotee keeps fixed in the param-
para and continues to become purified by,
whenever possible, directly serving, bow-
ingbefore, dressing, bathing, and cooking
for the Lord of the universe. In fact, who-
ever takes the authorised Deity form to
be an idol is rejected by the Vedic scrip-
ture. Arcye visnau Sila dhir . . . yasya va
ndarakisah: “Whoever sees the Deity in the
temple asanidol iscondemned to a hellish
condition” (Padma Purana).

Srila Prabhupada’s teachings on the
science of God, as well as Vedic verses that
confirm Deity worship, have solidified
my own convictions. I have also drawn
strength and inspiration from hearing of
the reciprocation between the Deity and
great devotees. To His pure devotee
Madhavendra Puri, Lord Krsna appeared
in a vision and told him where the Deity
could be found and how He could be
served. In the form of the Saksi-gopala
Deity, Lord Krsna spoke to a pure-hearted
brahmana and then, to keep a promise,
walked with him for hundreds of miles.
There are innumerable other instances
recorded in the authentic literature of
Gaudiya Vaispavism that testify that the
Deity of Krsna is not a stone or brass idol
but Krsna Himself.

One should not misunderstand Srila
Prabhupada’s statement, previously quot-
ed, that those who worship the Deity are
in the lowest stage of devotional serv-
ice. The distinction is that a neophyte
devotee sees the arca-vigraha as a repre-
sentation of God, whereas a spiritually
advanced devotee sees that the Deity is
actually Krsna.

Lord Caitanya displayed intense ec-
static symptoms in relationship with the
Deity of Lord Jagannatha. After becom-
ing a sannyasi, Lord Caitanya journeyed
to Jagannatha Puri and fainted in ecstatic
trance upon seeing Lord Jagannatha.
Lord Caitanya also revealed the confi-
dential meaning of Ratha-yatra. Feeling
the mood of separation from Krsna as ex-
perienced by the gopis, Lord Caitanya
gazed upon Lord Jagannatha in His
chariot and sang songs expressing the
mood of Radharani. Madhavendra Puri
and Lord Caitanya were certainly great
scholars of Vedanta, and they could defeat
the greatest panditas in debates of philoso-
phyandlogic. Therefore, their realised ex-
periences can neverbe taken assentimen-
talism or fanatical idolatry. By their
example, we should reverently approach
the Deity in the temple and take the op-
portunity to praise Him in kirtanas and to
serve Him with all our senses.
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The worldwide activities of the International

Krsna Consciousness
Legal in the USSR

Moscow—After many years of
struggle by members of the Krsna
consciousness movement in the
USSR, Soviet authorities have
finally accepted Krsna
consciousness as a legal religion
recognised by the state. The
legalisation is a great victory for the
devotees here, many of whom have
spent time in prisons, psychiatric
hospitals, and labour camps for
their practice of Krsna
consciousness.

The Committee to Free Soviet
Hare Krishnas said that the
legalisation was brought about in
large part by the efforts of devotees
around the world whose
demonstrations, letters to Soviet
authorities, and work with the
media have drawn attention to the
plight of the Soviet devotees.

As a recognised religion, the
Krsna consciousness movement
can now maintain a place of
worship here. The devotees are
looking for a building to rent and
are making plans to eventually
build their own temple. Because it
may take some time before the
legalisation of Krsna consciousness
is recognised in other areas of the
USSR, many devotees will be
coming to Moscow from
throughout the USSR to take
advantage of the religious freedom
here.

Despite the legalisation, however,
three devotees remain unjustly
imprisoned and subjected to
inhuman treatment. The Commit-
tee to Free Soviet Hare Krishnas
is working to free them and asks
for continued support.

Soviet Devotee Meets
With Pope

The Vatican—Vedavyasa dasa
(Valentin Z. Yurov), who was
released from a Soviet psychiatric
hospital in 1985, and several other

devotees met with Pope John Paul
II here in a private room known as
“the room of the holy throne.” The
meeting with the Pope was
arranged by Father Sergio
Merganzin, chairman of a freedom
of religion conference held in
Rome recently at which Vedavyasa
spoke.

Vedavyasa presented the Pope
with Russian translations of Srila
Prabhupada’s Bhagavad-gita As It Is
and Krsna, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. On receiving the books,
the Pope said, “Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna—Hare Krsna comes from
Hinduism.” When he was
introduced to Italian-born Gaura
Krsna dasa, the Pope remarked,
“Hare Krsna Italiani.”

Vedavyasa was released from a
Soviet psychiatric hospital because
of the efforts of his fiancée,
Mitravinda-devi dasi, who
protested in front of the Soviet
Embassy in Stockholm. Since his
release in 1985, Vedavyasa has
been traveling around the world to
talk about the persecution of Soviet
devotees of Krsna.

THE ISKCON WORLD REVIEW
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And Village

Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

NEWS BRIEFS

India’s Spiritual Renaissance, by
Satyaraja dasa, is getting good
reviews from scholars. Dr. A. N,
Chatterjee, professor of history at
Delhi University, said the book is
“both historically accurate and
spiritually uplifting.” Ajjarapu
Prabhakara Rao, of the National
Library of India, said the book is a
“much needed and useful
contribution to the study of
Gaudiya Vaishnavism.” And Al-
Hafiz B. A. Masrim, retired Iman
(Sunni) of Shah Jehan Mosque in
Working, England, said, “The
non-sectarian message he brings
out in Chaitanya’s teachings is
reminiscent of all true religions. . . .
The essence of Chaitanya’s
message was non-sectarian
devotion to the Supreme Lord,
called by different names in
different languages.”

Devotees in Regina,
Saskatchewan, have moved from a
large house in the downtown area
to a church. They have built an

Vedavyasa dasa presents the Pope with a Polish translation of one of Srila Prabhupada’s books
and a report on the persecution of Soviet devotees of Krsna. Father Sergio Merganzin (lefi) and

Gaura Krsna dasa (right) look on.
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altar and are raising money to
install Radha-Krsna Deities.
ISKCON has been in Regina for
ten years, and around forty families
there are life members.

Samadhi Now!, the newsletter on
the progress of the construction of
Srila Prabhupada’s Vrndavana
samadhi, will now be published by
Brahmatirtha dasa of Alachua,
Florida. Money is still needed to
complete the project. In North
America, donations and
correspondence should be sent to
Brahmatirtha dasa, P.O. Box 819,
Alachua, FL 32615. In Australia, to
Nares$vara dasa, P.O. Box 262
Botany, NSW 2019.

On Rama-navami (March 26),
Navayogendra Swami led the
largest harinama sankirtana
procession in the history of
Udhampura, an important city in
the Indian state of Jammu and
Kashmir. Navayogendra Swami
has been preaching in Udhampur
for the last year.

The government of Argentina
has abolished all decrees that pro-
hibited ISKCON’s activities there
for the past seven years. Govern-
ment oppression was formerly so
severe—with raids on temples and
burnings of Srila Prabhupada’s
books—that the devotees were
forced to operate under the guise of
a welfare group whose only con-
cern was to give food to the needy.
They can now preach openly and
have printed a Spanish edition of
Bhagavad-gita As It Is. They also
publish a bi-monthly magazine,
entitled Atma-Tatrva. The magazine
is selling well, despite Argentina’s
suffering from one of the worst
economies in the world. In Buenos
Aires, devotees have opened the
first Hare Krsna restaurant in
Argentina.

RESOURCES

If you’re a scientific person, apply
your mind to the science of self-
realization. Read Mechanistic and
Nonmechanistic Science, an
investigation into the nature of
consciousness and form, by
Richard L. Thompson.

In this book, Dr. Thompson

BACK TO GODHEAD

Every Town and Village

Festivals & Calendar

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritu-
al calendar that divides the year into twelve
months, each named for a different form of
Krsna. The devotees at the Hare Krsna
center nearest you will gladly tell you more
about the meaning of the festivals listed
here.

Month of Sridhara
(July 30-August 27)

August 2—Disappearance anniversary of
SrilaGopalaBhatta Gosvami,one of the six
Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

August 5—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Lokanatha Gosvami, a great devotee
of Lord Caitanya.

August 8—Kamika Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

August 16—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Raghunandana Thakura and Srila
Vamé$idasa Babaji, great devotees of Lord
Caitanya.

August 23—Pavitraropani Ekadasi. Fast-
ing from grains and beans. Jhulana-yatra
(swing festival) of Sri $ri Radha-Govinda
begins.

August 24—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Ripa Gosvami, one of the six Go-
svamis of Vmdavana. Disappearance an-
niversary of Srila Gauridasa Pandita, an
associate of Lord Caitanya.

August 27—Jhulana-yatra ends. Appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Balarama. Fast-
ing till noon, followed by feasting. Also,
second month of Caturmasya begins (fast-
ing from yogurt). :

Month of Hrsikesa
(August 28-September 25)

September 3—Sri Krsna-janmastami, the
appearance anniversary of Lord Krsna.
Fasting till midnight. Call your local Hare
Krsna temple for a schedule of events.

September 4—Appearance anniversary
of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, founder-dcarya of the
International Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness. Fasting till noon, followed by
feasting.

September 6—Annada Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

September 16—Appearance anniversary
of Srimali Sita-devi, the consort of Srila
Advaita Acarya.

ﬁ

shows how physics breaks down
when it tries to deal with
consciousness. He examines how
biology runs in circles when it tries
to account for complex forms of
life. For scientists seeking a unified
view of the world, he suggests
looking beyond theories that boil
everything down to impersonal
arrangements of numbers. And he
gives some revolutionary ideas of
what science has yet to find.
Includes rigorous technical
sections you can read if they’re for
you, or skip over without hindrace
if they’re not.

245 pages, softbound.
For your copy, check with the gift
shop at the Hare Krsna center
nearest you.

Plain living, high thinking. Get out
of the city—away from the noise,
pollution, and the anxiety and
madness of city life. Come back to
a simpler, more natural way of life.
Live close to the earth, close to
God. The Hare Krsna movement
has thirty-four farm communities
throughout the world. These are
sacred places where your spirits
can unfold. And at the same time,
they're realistic, practical places,
where you can build a sane, stable
life for yourself and, if you’re
married, for your family.

To find out more, get in touch
with the ISKCON farm community
nearest you.

Now your television can bring you
closer to Krsna. Videocassettes from
ITV (ISKCON Television) bring the
spiritual vision of Krsna into your
home.

See the pastimes of Lord Krsna
and Lord Rama. . . . Visit the
centers of the Hare Krsna move-
ment around the world. . . . Attend
classes given by Srila Prabhu-
pada himself. . . . Relish the life
story of Srila Prabhupada in Your
Ever Well-Wisher.

Almost 100 shows to choose
from. Top-quality, low-priced
videocassettes. Available in Y-inch,
%-inch, NTSC (American), and
PAL (overseas).

For a full catalog, send $1.00
(U.S.)) to ITV, 3812 Bagley Avenue,
Culver City, California, 90232,
USA.

Note to subscribers. Planning to
move? Let us know when and
where so we can keep your BACK TO
GODHEAD coming without break.




Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the “cream of the Vedic literatures” of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, toexplain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The original
Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: “The Status Quo”

CHAPTER TWENTY
Conversation Between Maitreya and Vidura

In this installment of our continuing presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam,
the sage Saunaka inquires from Suta Gosvami about the activities of
Svayambhuva Manu after Lord Vardha, Lord Krsna's boar incarnation, had
reestablished the earth in its orbir. He also asks about Vidura, a great devoree
and friend of Lord Krsna's.

TEXT 1
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Sauncka uvdca
mahim pratistham adhyasya
saute svayambhuvo manuh
kany anvatisthad dvarani
margdydvara-janmandm

saunakah—Saunaka; uvdca—said; mahim—the earth; pratistham—
situated; adhyasya—having secured; saute—0 Sita Gosvami: svdyam-
bhuvah—Sviyambhuva; manuh—Manu: kdni—what: anvatisthat—
performed: dvdrani—ways; mdrgdya—to get out: avara—later: jan-
mandm—of those to be born.

TRANSLATION
$ri Saunaka inquired: O Sata Gosvimi, after the earth was again
situated in its orbit, what did Svayambhuva Manu do to show the
path of liberation to persons who were to take birth later on?

PURPORT

The appearance of the Lord as the first boar incarnation occurred dur-
ing the time of Sviyambhuva Manu. whereas the present age is in the
period of Vaivasvata Manu. Each Manu's period lasts seventy-two times
the cycle of four ages, and one cycle of ages equals 4,320,000 solar years.
Thus 4,320,000 X 72 solar years is the reign of one Manu. In each
Manu’s period there are many changes in many ways. and there are four-
teen Manus within one day of Brahma. It is understood here that Manu
creates scriptural regulations for the salvation of the conditioned souls,
who come to the material world for material enjoyment. The Lord is so
kind that any soul who wants to enjoy in this material world is given full
facility for enjoyment, and at the same time he is shown the path of
salvation. Saunaka Rsi, therefore, inquired from Sita Gosvami: **What
did Svayambhuva Manu do after the reinstatement of the earth in its
orbital situation?"’

TEXT 2
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ksattd mahd-bhdagavatah

krsnasyaikantikah suhrt

yas tatyajagrajam krsne
sdpatyam aghavdn iti

ksatta—Vidura; mahd-bhagavatah—a great devotee of the Lord;
krsnasya—of Lord Krsna; ekdntikah—unalloyed devotee; suhrt—inti-
mate friend; yah—he who; fatydja—abandoned: agra-jam—his elder
brother (King Dhrtarastra); krsne—toward Krysna: sa-apatyam—along
with his one hundred sons: agha-van—offender: iti—thus.

TRANSLATION
Saunaka Rsi inquired about Vidura, who was a great devotee and
friend of Lord Krsna and who gave up the company of his elder
brother because the latter, along with his sons, played tricks
against the desires of the Lord.

PURPORT

The incident referred to here is that Vidura left the protection of his
elder brother Dhrtardstra, went traveling everywhere to sacred places
and met Maitreya at Hardwar. Saunaka Rsi here inquires about the topics
of the conversation between Maitreya Rsi and Vidura. Vidura's qualifica-
Manu's period there are many changes in many ways, and there are four-
teen Manus within one day of Brahma. It is understood here that Manu
creates scriptural regulations for the salvation of the conditioned souls,
who come to the material world for material enjoyment. The Lord is so
kind that any soul who wants to enjoy in this material world is given full
facility for enjoyment, and at the same time he is shown the path of
salvation. Saunaka Rsi, therefore, inquired from Sita Gosvdmi: **What
did Sviyambhuva Manu do after the reinstatement of the earth in its
orbital situation?™

TEXT 3
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dvaipayandd anavaro
mahitve tasya dehajah

sarvdtmand sritah krsnam
tat-pardms capy anuvratah

dvaipdyanat—from Vyidsadeva; anavarah—in no way inferior;
mahitve—in greatness; tasya—his (Vyasa's); deha-jak—born of his
body; sarva-dtmand—with all his heart; sritah—took shelter: krsnam—
Lord Krsna; tat-pardn—those devoted to Him: ca—and: api—also;
anuvratah—followed.

TRANSLATION

Vidura was born from the body of Vedavyisa and was not less
than he. Thus he accepted the lotus feet of Krsna wholeheartedly
and was attached to His devotees.

PURPORT
The history of Vidura is that he was born of a §idra mother, but his
seminal father was Vyasadeva; thus he was not less than Vyisadeva in
any respect. Since he was born of a great father, who was supposed to be
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an incarnation of Narayana and who composed all the Vedic literatures,
Vidura was also @ great personality. He accepted Krsna as his worship-
able Lord and followed His instructions wholeheartedly.

TEXT 4
frrameand  AmwEaE |
TURE FAET A a1 8

kim anvaprechan maitreyam
virajas tirtha-sevaya

upagamya kusdvarta
dsinam tattva-vittamam

kim—what: anvaprechat—inquired: mc[lirreyum—from the sage
Maitreya; virajah—Vidura, who was without material contamination:
tirtha-sevayd—by visiting sacred places: upagamya—having met:
kusdvarte—at Kugavarta (Haridvira, or Hardwar): dsinam—who was
abiding; tattva-vit-tamam—the foremost knower of the science of spiri-
tual life.

TRANSLATION

Vidura was purified of all passion by wandering in sacred places,
and at last he reached Hardwar, where he met the great sage who
knew the science of spiritual life, and he inquired from him.
Saunaka Rsi therefore asked: What more did Vidura inquire from
Maitreya?

PURPORT

Here the words virajds tirtha-sevaya refer to Vidura, who was com-
pletely cleansed of all contamination by traveling to places of pilgrimage.
In India there are hundreds of sacred places of pilgrimage, of which
Prayaga, Hardwar, Vrndivana and Ramesvaram are considered prin-
cipal. After leaving his home, which was full of politics and diplomacy,
Vidura wanted to purify himself by traveling to all the sacred places,
which are so situated that anyone who goes there automatically becomes
purified. This is especially true in Vrndavana: any person may go there.
and even if he is sinful he will at once contact an atmosphere of spiritual
life and will automatically chant the names of Krsna and Radha. That we
have actually seen and experienced. It is recommended in the sastras that
after retiring from active life and accepting the vanaprastha (retired)
order. one should travel everywhere to places of pilgrimage in order to
purify himself. Vidura completely discharged this duty, and at last he
reached Kusavarta, or Hardwar. where the sage Maitreya was sitting.

Another significant point is that one must go to sacred places not only
to take bath there but to search out great sages like Maitreya and take in-
structions from them. If one does not do so. his traveling to places of
pilgrimage is simply a waste of time. Narottama dasa Thakura. a great
dacdrya of the Vaisnava sect, has, for the present, forbidden us to go to
such places of pilgrimage because in this age. the times having so
changed. a sincere person may have a different impression on seeing the
behavior of the present residents of the pilgrimage sites, He has recom-
mended that instead of taking the trouble to travel to such places. one
should concentrate his mind on Govinda. and that will help him. Of
course. to concentrate one’s mind on Govinda in any place is a path
meant for those who are the most spiritually advanced: it is not for ordi-
nary persons, Ordinary persons may still derive benefit from traveling to
holy places like Prayiga. Mathura, Vrndavana and Hardwar.

It is recommended in this verse that one find a person who knows the
science of God, or a tattva-vit. Tattva-vit means “"one who knows the Ab-
solute Truth.” There are many pseudotranscendentalists, even at places
of pilgrimage. Such men are always present. and one has to be intelligent
enough to find the actual person to be consulted: then one’s attempt to
progress by traveling to different holy places will be successful. One has
to be freed from all contamination. and at the same time he has to find a
person who knows the science of Krsna. Krsna helps a sincere person;: as
stated in the Caitanya-caritdmria, guru-krsna-prasade: by the mercy of
the spiritual master and Krsna, one attains the path of salvation, devo-
tional service. If one sincerely searches for spiritual salvation, then
Krsna, being situated in everyone’s heart, gives him the intelligence to
find a suitable spiritual master. By the grace of a spiritual master like
Maitreya, one gets the proper instruction and advances in his spiritual

life.
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tayoh sarvadatoh sita
pravrttd hy amalah kathdh

apo ganga ivagha-ghnir
harek padambujasrayah

tayoh—while the two (Maitreya and Vidura); samvadatoh—were con-
versing; sita—0 Sita; pravrttah—arose; hi—certainly: amalah—spot-
less: kathah—narrations; apah—waters; gargah—of the River Ganges;
iva—like; agha-ghnih—vanquishing all sins; hareh—of the Lord;
pada-ambuja—the lotus feet; asrayah—taking shelter.

TRANSLATION

Saunaka inquired about the conversation between Vidura and
Maitreya: There must have been many narrations of the spotless
pastimes of the Lord. The hearing of such narrations is exactly like
bathing in the water of the Ganges, for it can free one from all sin-
ful reactions.

PURPORT

The water of the Ganges is purified because it pours forth from the
lotus feet of the Lord. Similarly, Bhagavad-git is as good as the water of
the Ganges because it is spoken from the mouth of the Supreme Lord. So
it is with any topic on the pastimes of the Lord or the characteristics of
His transcendental activities. The Lord is absolute; there is no difference
between His words, His perspiration or His pastimes. The water of the
Ganges, the narrations of His pastimes and the words spoken by Him are
all on the absolute platform, and thus taking shelter of any one of them is
equally good. Srila Ripa Gosvami has enunciated that anything in rela-
tionship with Krsna is on the transcendental platform. If we can dovetail
all our activities in relationship with Krsna, then we do not stand on the
material platform, but always on the spiritual platform.

TEXT 6
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td nah kirtaya bhadram te
kirtanyoddra-karmanah

rasajnah ko nu trpyeta
hari-lilamrtar piban

tah—those talks; nah—to us; Kirtaya—narrate; dhadram te—may ail
good come unta you; kirfanya—should be chanted; udara—liberal; kar-
manah—activities; rasa-jiah—a devotee who can appreciate mellow
tastes; kah—who; nu—indeed; trpyeta—would feel satisfied; hari-lila-
amrtam—the nectar of the pastimes of the Lord; piban—drinking.

TRANSLATION

O Siita Gosyami, all good fortune to you! Please narrate the ac-
tivities of the Lord, which are all magnanimous and worth glorify-
ing, What sort of devotee can be satiated by hearing the nectarean
pastimes of the Lord?

PURPORT

The narration of the pastimes of the Lord, which are always enacted
on the transcendental platform, should be received with all respect by
devotees, Those who are actually on the transcendental platform are
never satiated by hearing the continuous narration of the pastimes of the
Lord. For example, if any self-realized soul reads from Bhagavad-gita,
he will never feel satiated. The narrations of Bhagavad-gitd and Srimad-
Bhagavatam may be read thousands and thousands of times, and still,
without fail, new aspects of the subject matter will be relishcd by the
devotee.

TEXT 7
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evam ugrasravah prsia
rsibhir naimisayanaih
bhagavaty arpitadhyatmas

tan dha Srayatam iti

evam—thus; ugrasravih—Sita Gosvdmi: prstah—being asked:
rsibhih—by the sages; naimisa-ayanaih—who were assembled in the
forest of Naimisa; bhagavati—unto the Lord: arpita—dedicated;
adhydtmak—his mind; tan—to them; aha—said; srilyatdm—just hear;
iti—thus.

TRANSLATION
On being asked to speak by the great sages of Naimigiranya, the
son of Romaharsana, Siita Gosvami, whose mind was absorbed in
the transcendental pastimes of the Lord, said: Please hear what I
shall now speak,

TEXT 8
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suta uvaca
harer dhrta-kroda-tanoh sve-mayaya
nisamya gor uddharanam rasatalat
lilam hiranyaksam avajiaya hatarm
sanjata-harso munim aha bharatah

sitah uvdca—Siita said; hareh—of the Lord: dhrta—who had
assumed; kroda—of a boar: tanoh—body: sva-mayayd—by His divine
potency; nisamya—having heard: goh—of the earth; uddhara-
nam—uplifting; rasdtaldt—from the bottom of the ocean; lilam—
sport; hiranyaksam—the demon Hiranydksa; avejiayd—neglectfully;
hatam—killed; sarjata-harsah—being overjoyed: munim—to the sage

+ (Maitreya); aha—said; bharatah—Vidura,

TRANSLATION
Siita Gosvami continued: Vidura, the descendant of Bharata, was
delighted to hear the story of the Lord, who, having assumed by
His own divine potency the form of a boar, had enacted the sport
of lifting the earth from the bottom of the ocean and indifferently
killing the demon Hiranyaksa. Vidura then spoke to the sage as
follows.

PURPORT

It is stated here that the Lord assumed the form of a boar by His own
potency. His form is not actually the form of a conditioned soul. A condi-
tioned soul is forced to accept a particular type of body by the higher au-
thority of material laws, but here it is clearly said that the Lord was not
forced to accept the form of a boar by the external power. In Bhagavad-
gitd the same fact is confirmed; when the Lord descends to this earth, He
assumes a form by His own internal potency. The form of the Lord,
therefore, can never consist of material energy. The Miyavada version
that when Brahman assumes a form the form is accepted from maya is
not acceptable, because although maya is superior to the conditioned
soul, she is not superior to the Supreme Personality of Godhead: she is
under the control of the Supreme Godhead, as confirmed in Bhagavad-
gitd. Mdya is under His superintendence; mdyd cannot overcome the
Lord. The Mayavida idea that the living entity is the Supreme Absolute
Truth but has become covered by maya is invalid, because maya cannot
be so great that it can cover the Supreme. The covering capacity can be
employed on the part and parcel of Brahman. not on the Supreme
Brahman.

TEXT 9
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vidura uvdca
prajapati-patih srstva
prajd-sarge prajapatin
kim drabhata me brahman
prabrithy avyakta-mdrga-vit

vidurah uvdea—Vidura said; prajapati-patih—Lord Brahma; srs-
tva—after creating: praja-sarge—for the purpose of creating living
beings; prajapatin—the Prajapatis; kim—what; drabhata—started;
me—to me; brahman—O holy sage: prabrahi—tell: avyakta-marga-
vit—knower of that which we do not know.

TRANSLATION

Vidura said: Since you know of matters inconceivable to us, tell
me, O holy sage, what did Brahma do to create living beings after
evolving the Prajapatis, the progenitors of living beings?

PURPORT

Significant here is the word avyakta-marga-vit, “one who knows that
which is beyond our perception.” To know matters beyond one’s per-
ception, one has to learn from a superior authority in the line of disciplic
succession. Just to know who is our father is beyond our perception. For
that, the mother is the authority. Similarly, we have to understand
everything beyond our perception from the authority who actually
knows. The first avyakta-mdrga-vit, or authority, is Brahmi. and the
next authority in disciplic succession is Narada. Maitreya Rsi belongs to
that disciplic duccession, so he also is avyakta-marga-vit. Anyone in the
bona fide line of disciplic succession is avyakta-mdrga-vit, a personality
who knows that which is beyond ordinary perception.

TEXT 10
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ye maricy-adayo viprd
yas tu sudyambhuvo manuh
te vai brahmana ddesat
katham etad abhdvayan

ye—those; marici-adayah—great sages headed by Marici: viprah—
brahmanas; yah—who; tu—indeed; svayambhuvah manuh—and
Sviyambhuva Manu; te—they; vai—indeed: brahmanah—of Lord
Brahmi; ddeidt—by the order: katham—how; etat—this universe:
abhdvayan—evolved.

TRANSLATION

Vidura inquired: How did the Prajapatis [such progenitors of

living entities as Marici and Sviyambhuva Manu]| create according

to the instruction of Brahmi, and how did they evolve this
manifested universe?

TEXT 11
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sa-dvittyah kim asrjan
svatantra uta karmasu

dho svit samhatdh sarva
idarh sma samakalpayan

sa-dvitiyGh—with their wives: kim—whether; asrjan—created; sva-
tantrah—remaining independent; uta—or: karmasu—in their actions;
dho svit—or else; samhatah—jointly; sarve—all the Prajipatis; idam—
this: sma samakalpayan—produced.

TRANSLATION

Did they evolve the creation in conjunction with their respective
wives, did they remain independent in their action, or did they all
jointly produce it?

(continued in next issue)
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GOLD MEDAL
HAPPINESS

High-tech training of Olympic athletes adds fuel
to an old controversy: Are human beings just machines?

by STAMBHA DASA

O nce every four years, human society
is presented with the great spectacle

called the Olympics, full of stirringimages
ofhumanendeavourand achievement.In
magazines and on television—even on
postage stamps—everywhere are the ex-
citing figures of exuberant young bodies
running and jumping, lifting and diving,
their intense exertions reaping for some
the fruits of lavish praise, medals of gold,
and the pleasures derived from a sense of
accomplishment and honor.

As we behold any masterful perform-
ance of this sort, the rest of us may quite
naturally be moved to think how thrilling
it would be to perform with such speed,
power, and grace, just as one might dream
of playing some instrument and sponta-
neously producing beautiful music that
gives expression to one’s deepest feelings.
Apart from these fantasies, though, we
knowthateven patently gifted personsen-
gage in countless hours of practice with
expert guidance—often aided by expen-
sive high-tech equipment—to be able to
manifest such feats.

This great Olympic spectacle inspires
us, then, to consider what accomplish-
ments might be possible for us. Do we
have latent abilities that might be brought
forth quickly or greatly enhanced by the
application of the new technologies and
techniques we hear about? And would we
want to do these things even if we could?
Would it be worth the costin time and en-
ergy and tension to become a gold medal

winner, an accomplished specialist in
some field?

In assessing the cost, we are well aware
thatthe energyexpended forresultsin one
area is thus made unavailable for invest-
ment elsewhere. Unknown numbers of
other possibilities will remain forever
unrealised once we have limited ourselves
to acting upon the choice that has been
made. Forexample,one couldn’tbe devel-
opingacloserrelationship with afriend or
spouse and at the same time be pole vault-
ing with full concentration.

And so the thought may then arise that
“Perhaps I wouldn’t want to sacrifice so
much of life by focusing so intensely on
just one area. Maybe I should spread my
resources a little thinner and gain a
broader experience of the possibilities life
holds.” But then of course one runs the
risk of becoming not merely a dilettante
but someone who gradually becomes ha-
bituated to vacillation, noncommitment,
and noninvolvement—another one of
millions of spectators who move about
like so many shadows in our society. Pas-
sively trickling into the stadiums and
theatres to merely watch and perhaps
dream of being like their idols, they have
no real life-flow of their own, only the
shining images of their stars glimmering
uponthe surface of their minds along with
their own projected fantasies.

Those not so inured sense a tragic loss
in this modern limbo. Apart from the
health considerations of such passivity,

ILLUSTRATION BY KESISUDANA DASA
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there is a more disturbing feeling that
somehow real life is being missed. The
opium den’s sickening-sweet scent of sur-
render hangs about the living rooms
where the self-proclaimed “couch pota-
toes” undergo a parody of growth in the
mutagenic glow of the tube.

All too frequently confronted with this
pervasive vortex of inaction, ineptitude,
and ennui in our modern society, we find
the hustle and bustle of the athletes a re-
lief, and their dedication and determina-
tion to overcome their limits and set new
records an inspiration and a challenge to
our own acceptance of different forms of
limitation.

In recent years our concepts of what is
possible for human beings have been
greatly expanded by the application of
new methods of analysis of physical and
mental processes. “We look at the human
body as if it were a machine,” says Dr.
Charles Dillman, one of the scientists
who has worked with U.S. athletes at
Olympic training centres. “For us, mus-
cles and limbs are pulleys and levers with
their own measurable moments of inertia
and torque. For every motion in each
sport, we hope to find something close to
an optimal movement of the body,
whether it be the most efficient way a
hockey player can accelerate on the ice or
the maximum torso rotation over the
high-jump bar.”

Observation of the laws of physics and
the application of concepts of mechanical
efficiency have brought about the use of
machines like the ubiquitous Nautilus,
aswell as anumberofotherdevices forde-
veloping the body. Now there is even
something called “Electrical Muscle
Stimulation” (EMS), in which electrodes
strapped to the skin deliver a mild electric
current to the muscles, making them
twitch and flex and thus grow bigger.
Since the nerve signals that normally
stimulate muscles are themselves electri-
cal pulses, EMS can lead to enhanced
muscie bulk and definition. Whether or
notstrength isincreased as well as bulk re-
mains aquestion, butthis does notseemto
bother many of the young professional
men who form the principal clientele at
mast salons.

In addition to these “biomechanical”
analyses of the body, there hasbeen anin-
crease in the analysis of the human mind
that plots the competitive strategies,
guides the senses, and controls the emo-
tions of the would-be superstars. Here
again we find many mechanistic con-
cepts, with a great deal of computer lingo,
talk of proper mental “programming,”
and so forth.

Noting the connections between states
of relaxed concentration, with their ac-
companyingbrain-wave frequencies, and
enhanced possibilities for suggestion and
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learning, scientists and entrepreneurs
have sought to make more readily availa-
ble through technology some of the great
“mind-over-body” control experienced by
yogis in deep meditation after prolonged
physical and mental cultivation,

One of the specialists assisting U.S. ath-
ietes uses a form of visualisation calied
“Visual Motor Behavioral Rehearsal” to
“program,” as he says, mind and body to
work together for the event. Flotation
tanks, soothing musical tapes, and alpha-
wave-producing “brain machines”are of-
ten used to create the relaxed state seen to
be an important part of this process. They
are also used with hypnosis and sublimi-
nal suggestions to break down undesira-
ble emotional, behavioural, and thought
patterns as a necessary preliminary to ef-
fecting desired changes in personality
and performance.

uantum theory

characterises
particles as only
“having the tend-
ency to exist.”Our
so-called real
world now seems
to be based upon a
phantom world
consisting of trans-
formations of
energy.

Many things thus seem possible now
that were scarcely dreamed-of before. In
sports, for example, the concept of “EMG
cloning” has recently been introduced.
This technique seeks to employ proce-
dures developed in dealing with stroke
victims, whereby computer-stored elec-
tromyograms of the patterns of normal
muscle activity are played back through
electrodes to stimulate the muscles of a
victim, In the EMG cloning concept this
same principle would be applied to pro-
duce the muscle patterns of superstars in
other athletes.

EMG cloning, the use of anabolic ster-
oids, and a number of other controversial
new techniques based on biomechanical
analysishave caused some to wonderif we
may not be awarding medals to synthetic
athlete-cyborgs. Thus new fuel isadded to
an old controversy: Is the human body
just a machine? And—even more disqui-
eting for many—is the human brain justa

computer? Is there anything we can do
that machines cannot?

Back as far as the 1600s, Descartes sug-
gested that the human body “be consid-
ered asa kind of machine,” and these days
the machine is widely used as a metaphor
for human existence—and not surpris-
ingly: even children piay with computers
now. Biomechanics, robotics, and artifi-
cial intelligence have become quite com-
mon in sports and industry, and androids
and cyborgs frequently appear in science
fiction books and films,

In a popular movie of a few years back,
Blade Runner, the hero, played by Harri-
son Ford, drove off with his girl for the tra-
ditional happy ending—even though he
knew she was an android! A very ad-
vanced, organic android, to be sure, a very
attractive illusion of humanness with a
brain-unit containing two trillion constitu-
ents. In the book version, Rachael the
android tells ourherothathaving sex with
an android is “convincing if you don't
think too much about it. But if you think
too much,” she says, “if you reflecton what
you're doing—then you can’t goon...
don’tthink about it, justdo it. Don’t pause
and be philosophical, because from a
philosophical standpoint it's dreary.”

While the thought of android sex may
be somewhat dreary, the thought of being
an android is downright bleak. Perhaps
that's why so many people rush to take ad-
vantage of the by-products of the results of
observing the machinelike nature of the
human body and mind but scrupulously
avoid reflecting on the implications that
might spoil the show. Yet increasingly
subtle analysis of the body and brain is
leading us to precicely this conclusion—
that we’re nothing more than androids.

In fact, with the development of mod-
ern physics, our comfortable concepts of
ourselves have been undermined in an
even more fundamental sense. Our
bodies—and, forthat matter, all the physi-
cal phenomena that make up the familiar
world of our experience—which at one
time had seemed to be such solid physical
matter, were first revealed to be congeries
of atoms and molecules. Then Einstein
showed thatmatteris a form of energy and
that even the particles cannot be thought
of as separate from the space that
surrounds them. Now quantum theory
characterises particles as only “having a
tendency to exist,” and matter hasin effect
been reduced to a kind of mathematical
fiction. Our so-called real world now
seems to be based upon a phantom world
consisting of transformations of energy.

The parallels between these conceptsin
physics and the Sankhya cosmology of
the Vedic knowledge, with its philosophy
of maya, or cosmicillusion, have not gone
unnoticed. A number of books have come

(continued on page 27)



Proverbs

(continued from page 10)

I really liked this quote because it re-
minded me of my early years in Krsna
consciousness. Before becoming a devo-
tee, I wanted to be sure that life in Krsna
consciousness was everything the devo-
tees said it was. After all, if I was to give up
meat-eating, intoxication, illicit sex, and
gambling, I wanted to be sure that I was
gettingsomethingevenbetterinreturn.So
Ichanted, read Srila Prabhupada’s books,
and associated with devotees. In this way,
I “duly considered” the superior position
of Krsna consciousness.

One becomes liberated by knowledge,
not by shaving the head.

Krsna consciousness is not superficial.
Canakyaseekstowarn hisaudience notto
be mere showbottle renunciants. If a man
isgoingtoshave his head (generallyasign
of renunciation), he should do it for the
right reasons. In addition, Canakya was
notdeprecating the shavingofone’s head;
he himself sported the shaven head.and
$ikha, the tuftofhairin the back. Ashaven
head, while external, can be a reflection of
one’s internal Krsna consciousness.

What good will it do if a fool studies the
scriptures? What good is it for a blind per-
son to use a mirror?

Again superficiality is rejected. This is
perhaps Canakya’s mostendearing quali-
ty, at least from my perspective. He is not
content that someone shaves his head or
studies the scriptures. It is spiritual in-
sight, which comes from the process of
Krsna consciousness and learning in
disciplic succession, that separates the
saints from the swindlers.

Itis better to give up one’s life than to live
with a loss of honour. For by giving up the
body one experiences only momentary mis-
ery, but by living in disgrace one suffers
every day.

Here Canakya explains sreyas versus
preyas, or long-term versus short-term
enjoyments. Even in the material world
people desire things thatlast. Most people
would rather own a home than rent an
apartment. Or they would opt for a long-
term relationship rather than a casual
fling.

This truth carries even greater validity
on the spiritual platform. “Of the existent
there is no cessation,” Krsna says, “and of
the nonexistent there is noendurance.” In
other words, if something is real it will
always exist.

Adream, forinstance, is considered un-
real. Why? Because it comes to an end.
Similarly, material life comes to an end,

and therefore it is considered illusory. But
spiritual life is eternal. For this reason, itis
considered real in an ultimate sense.

A person who gives up things that are cer-
tain and pursues things that are uncertain
loses both.

Those whounderstand higher, spiritual
values reject gambling. Canakya advises
us not to indulge our speculative tenden-
cies. Rather, we should approach a bona
fide spiritual master and in this way be
certain about the goal of life. The guru re-
ceives knowledge in adisciplic succession
tracing back to Lord Krsna Himself, and
thus he is able to give his disciple perfect
knowledge. One who receives knowledge

ncient Sanskrit

verses fully
predict the essential
history of the
Maurya dynasty.
Although Canakya
Pandita is not
specifically named,
Vaisnava commen-
tators say his
identification with
the brahmana
mentioned in the
text is inescapable.

in this way can be certain that he will at-
tain spiritual happiness.

Even one moment of life spent cannot be
regained for millions of dollars. Therefore,
what greater loss is there than time spent
uselessly?

Useless time is time spentin materialis-
tic pursuits. One cannot kill time; rather,
one is killed by time. Krsna in the form of
kala—time—engages all men. He prefers
toengage them in His direct service, and if
one is so fortunate as to be directly en-
gaged in devotional service, Krsna con-
sciousness, then one’s time is certainly
being spent usefully. And “millions of dol-
lars” cannot come close to the value of
even a second in Krsna’s service, which
has eternal value and unlimited promise.

One should not trust a wicked person, al-
though he may speak sweet words. Because

although there may be honey on the tip of
his tongue, there is poison in his heart.

Canakya Pandita here asserts the im-
portance of being perceptive. One should
not be swayed by appearances. As it is
said, “Even the devil can quote scripture.”
In Krsna consciousness, we are taught to
not only hear what a person says, but to
witness his actions as well. The scriptures
make it quite clear that a saintly person
behaves in a particular way. Canakya
concurs, warning us not to judge someone
merely by the words that emanate from
his lips. The genuine saint must not only
speak about God but must also live a life
of devotional service to Him.

Virtuous persons and fruit-laden trees
bow, but fools and dry sticks break because
they do not bend.

Bowing before one’s superiors and es-
pecially before the Deity of the Supreme
Lord is a sign of humility, and it helps one
remember one’s subservient position. If
one refuses to do so, it is a reflection of
one’s arrogance (orignorance), and itcan
stifle one’s spiritual progress.

A man becomes great not by sitting on
some high seatbut through higher qualities.
Can a crow become an eagle simply by sit-
ting on the top of a palatial building?

This is again one of Canakya’s famous
quotes in which he disparages super-
ficiality and blind acceptance. Krsna con-
sciousness is a science,and an adherent is
encouraged to use logic and reason as
much as faith and devotion. Just because
someone adopts the posture of a big guru
on a high seat doesn’t mean he is a quali-
fied spiritual master. The actual qualifica-
tions are detailed in the scriptures and by
the previous saints and sages.

The sounding of the mrdanga [drum] in
the kirtana is proclaiming loudly that those
who have no devotion to Lord Krsna are
very shameful and reprehensible. This is so
because the mrdanga sounds “dhiktam,
dhiktam,” which means “Oh, great shame!
Oh, great shame!”

Herein Canakyaexpresses his devotion
to the Supreme Person, Lord Sri Krsna.
Using a Sanskrit rhetorical device, the
Pandita wittily shows the great shame in
wasting one’s life outside the service of the
Supreme Lord.

Thus reflecting on Canakya’s proverbs
in the light of Srila Prabhupada’s teach-
ings, I felt ready to lecture at my friend’s
proverbscourse. Armed with astorehouse
of Canakya’s proverbs and the even
greater storehouse of Srila Prabhupada’s
insights into the real meaning behind
them, I felt that the hardest part of my
work was already done.
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LA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

Foolish “Gurus”’

This is a continuation of a conversation be-
tween His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada and reporters in Mel-
bourne, Australia, on June 29, 1974.

Reporter 3: Your Divine Grace, you're
saying we can see the Lord only by con-
sulting the scriptures and the succession
ofbona fide spiritual masters, But suppos-
edly, Lord Krsna is eternal, or indestructi-
ble. So surely He must be existing today.
Which means we should be able to see
Him now.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, Krsna is existing.
For instance, the sun is existing, but at
night you have no eyesto see the sun, That
does not mean the sun does not exist. It is
your deficiency—at night you cannot see
the sun.

Reporter 3: So we need divine light.
Srila Prabhupada: Whatever it may be.
Thethingis,although the sunis alwaysex-
isting, you require qualification to see the
sun atnight. Similarly, although Krsna al-
ways exists, you must be qualified to see
Him in the night of this material world.

That qualification is described in the

Brahma-samhita: premarjana-cchurita-
bhakti-vilocanena santah sadaiva hrdayesu
vilokayanti. Those who are saintly persons
and in ecstatic love with Krsna—they are
seeing Him twenty-four hours a day. That
is not very difficult to understand. If you
love somebody, you are seeing him or her
always, Is it not?

Reporter 3: That's so.

Srila Prabhupada: So seeing Krsna re-
quires the qualification of love. Then
Krsna will be visible twenty-four hours a
day. He'll talk with you. These things are
described. Tesam satata-yuktanam bha-
jatam priti-parvakam dadami buddhi-
yogam tari: “To those who are constantly
devoted to serving Me with love, I give in-
telligence.” That means He talks. I give
intelligence.” Unless He talks, how can
He give intelligence—"“You do this™? So
you have to qualify yourself to see and
hear Krsna. But Krsna is always present.
Reporter 5: Your Divine Grace, there are
many svamis and gurus and religious peo-
ple throughout the world. How does one
know which is the true guru—the one who
can help one qualify oneself to see and
hear Krsna?

Srila Prabhupada: One who knows
Krsna—heisthe true guru. Otherwise, he's
a rascal, That's all.

Reporter 5: But what is the test of a true
guru?

©The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust

Srila Prabhupada: He will describe about
Krsna. He will ask you to become a devo-
tee of Krsna. His business is to propagate
consciousness of Krsna. Thatis the symp-
tom of the guru.

Reporter 7: Srila Prabhupada, if we don't
knowwhatKrsnais and still we getabona
fide spiritual master, then what do we call
that? Our good fortune?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. That is stated in
Caitanya-caritamrta: brahmdnda brahmite
kona bhagyavan jiva, guru-krsna-prasade
paya bhakii-lata-bija: “The living entity is
wandering throughout the universe, life
after life. By the mercy of the guru and
Krsna, he gets the seed of devotional ser-
vicetothe Lord.” [To disciple:] Read the ex-
planation given in The Teachings of Lord
Caitanya.

Disciple: “Within this brahimanda, or uni-
verse, there are innumerable living
entities, . .. "

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Disciple: * . . . and according to their own
fruitive activities they are transmigrating
from one species of life to another, and
from one planet to another. In this way
their engagement in material existence is
being continued since time immemorial.
The living entities are atomic parts and
parcels of the Supreme Spirit. There is,
however, a measurement for the length
and breadth of the atomic spiritual spark.
It is said in the commentary to Srimad-
Bhagavatam (10.87.36) that if you divide
the tip of a hair into one hundred parts,

and again if you divide one part of that
into another one hundred parts, such
one-ten-thousandth part of the tip of a
hair is the length and breadth of the indi-
vidual soul. This is also confirmed in the
Vedas, in the Svetasvatara Upanisad.

“The atomic magnitude of the individ-
ual living entity is again described in the

Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.87.30), as follows:

‘O Supreme Truth! If the living entities
were not infinitesimal living sparks of the
Supreme Spirit, then each minute spark
would be all~pervading, and there would
be no necessity of its being controlled by
superior power.’ ”

Srila Prabhupada: That is very important.
Otherwise, if you the living entity were
equal to the Supreme Being, then, for ex-
ample, you could talk of everything thatis
going on in another’s mind or body. But
you cannot say whatI am thinking. I can-
not say what you are thinking. Therefore,
you and I are not all-pervading. We are
limited. That is the position of the living
entity. This is a very nice example. [To dis-
ciple:] Go on,

Disciple: “ ‘But if the constitution of the
living entity is accepted as being the mi-
nute part and parcel of the Supreme Lord,
then automatically he becomes a con-
trolled livingentity undersupreme energy
or power. This is his constitutional posi-
tion. Therefore, if he remains as he is cre-
ated in that natural position, he can attain
full freedom.’ ”

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. We are created as
being controlled. So instead of aspiring to
become the controller, if we remain con-
trolled, that is our natural position. But
some rascals—they are trying to become
the controller.

“T am supreme. By meditation I have
become God?”

But if you are God, then how have you
become a dog?

This is going on. These cheating, so-
called gurus—do they not say, “I am
God”?Dothey notsay, “lam God, you are
God, everyone is God™?
Reporter 3: Some mightsay that,but . . .
Srila Prabhupada: So some so-called gurus
do say that. I am talking about that
“some.” Not all of them are foolish. So
these foolish persons—theysaythat“I am
God, you are God, everyoneis God.” That
is foolishness. We are not God. We are
part and parcel of God. We are qualita-
tively one with Him—but we are not the
Supreme Being.

(To be continued.)
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HAPPINESS

(continued from page 24)

out in recent years exploring those areas
in which physics and “Eastern philoso-
phy” tend to agree that the universe is
really a dynamic interplay of varying as-
pects of energy and consciousness.

This feature of consciousness s the cru-
cial factor for consideration. The question
is not whether the human brain is like a
computer. According to the Vedic phi-
losophy, these mechanistic metaphors,
though crude in their present form, are
essentially correct in envisioning the hu-
man body and brain-mind as mecha-
nisms; in fact, the word used for the body
is the Bhagavad-gita is yantra, or “ma-
chine,” and the subtle mental bodies are
often referred to as “vehicles.”

The Vedic philosophy goes beyond
these manifestations of material energy,
however, and describes consciousness as
being of an altogether different nature.
Consciousness is the symptom of the true
self, referred to as @rma in the Vedas. This
selfis a spiritual being, different from and
unattached to the machinelike material
bodies and minds he inhabits in material
existence. The self is the constant, con-
scious principle underlying all the per-
petually changing states of psychological
consciousness, such as waking “con-
scious” awareness, the so-called “subcon-
scious,” and the dream state. The self is
capable of things no android will ever do.
The self desires, wills, and loves, al-
though—and mark this well—when the
self expresses these through the mecha-
nisms of the material body and mind (the
firing of synapses and the creation of elec-
tricalimages, etc.), then the distinction be-
tween these events and their reproduction
by some analogous material mechanism
becomes blurred.

The nature of the real, spiritual self is
described by the termssa, cit, and ananda.
The self is eternal—he has always existed
and always will. The self is full of knowl-
edge, and the self is by nature blissful in a
manner transcending all the temporary
and relative forms of so-called pleasure
experienced through matter.

Andnowhereisthereal point:Inallour
endeavours for knowledge or gold medals,
we are really seeking to overcome the limi-
tations on our natural eternality, knowl-
edge, and happiness. We seek to become
“Olympians” (godlike, immortal) be-
cause we are eternal, and this imposition
of death is terriblyunnatural. In forgetful-
ness of this fact, however, and not know-
ing how to re-experience our original
consciousness, we are forced to try sym-
bolically to transcend the limitations of
time and space by beating the clock or
vaulting over a bar. Through games, in
other words—be they favoured with the

name “Olympic” or otherwise. But pre-
cisely because they are mere games, sym-
bolic victories only, they cannot offer true
happiness, but merely some manufac-
tured challenges and consolation prizes
in the face of inevitable death.

Our plight is that we have chosen to
dream of being something we are not,in a
situation that obscures our true connec-
tion and relation with the greater whole of
which we are all parts, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, Lord Krsna. This
material cosmos, somewhat like a multi-
dimensional holographic projection in-
teracting with its observer, is the stage
where we act out our delusions of sepa-
rateness from Krsna through a series of
alter-egos, which are like the karate fig-
ures onthe screen ofan arcade video game
with which the player identifies himself.

Itis thisidentification with the material
alter-ego that involves the consciousness

he pursuit of
real “gold

medal” happiness
begins first with
dismantling the
underlying delu-
sion and the false
ego responsible
for the innumer-
able desires for
material objects
and situations.

of the real self in the transformations of
matter, which appear to his mind and
body—according to the nature of the
“hardware,” “software,” and “program-
ming” he has received—as pain and
pleasure. These “read-outs,” reflected in
the consciousness of the self, where it has
been projected into the material mind, are
then taken by the self to be his own feel-
ings. This false ego is the knot that binds
the consciousness of the self to the play of
the material energy.

Therefore, the pursuit of real “gold
medal” happiness begins first with dis-
mantling the underlying delusion and the
false ego responsible for the innumerable
desires for material objects and situa-
tions. These desires keep the mind con-
stantly agitated as it schemes and plans to
satisfy them, only to discover that as soon
as one is satisfied another quickly pops
up. As these are removed, consciousness

can gradually shift to more and more re-
fined states in which the light of truth be-
comes increasingly reflected. “The greatest
common understanding for all yogfs,” the
Srimad-Bhagavatam extols, “is complete
detachment from matter, which can be
achieved by different kinds of yoga.”

In asranga (“eight-fold™) yoga, the yoga
that includes the exercises with which the
term yoga is commonly associated in the
West, this process of refinement is really a
kind of progressive withdrawal of con-
sciousness away from the grosser mecha-
nisms like the physical organs and into
increasingly subtle vehicles of mental en-
ergy. But astanga-yoga is totally impracti-
calinourage. With the exception of a very
few “gifted” yogis who have already spent
many lives reaching their present levels,
those endeavouring on this path—even
with the assistance of such things as
alpha-wave-generating “instant medita-
tion” machines—are largely wasting time
and deluding themselves.

Vedic cosmology describes the evolu-
tion of the universe as cyclic, there being a
cycle of four ages, or yugas, that the uni-
verse repeatedly passes through. The age
we are now in, which began approxi-
mately 5,000 years ago,iscalled Kali-yuga.
Far from being the “Age of Aquarius” so
wistfully imagined by naive New Agers,
Kali-yuga is a 432,000- year-long devolu-
tion, a progressive breaking down of a uni-
versal pattern to total disorganisation.

Insuch atime as this, whatcan be done?
What reasonable hope of spiritual prog-
ress is there?

Inthe Katha Upanisad itis stated thatal-
though there are innumerable spiritual
living beings, among all of them is one su-
preme living entity who is the Absolute
Godhead, the Lord of all. Throughout the
Vedic literature it is stated that this su-
preme being is Krsna, the Personality of
Godhead. In the Bhagavad-gita, Krsna
explains that He Himself enters into the
cosmic manifestation periodically as an
avarara for the benefit of the conditioned
souls. The avatara descends into the cloud
of material energy, where the “movie lot”
is manifesting and erring souls are acting
out their robot romances and android ad-
ventures with special effects created by
Krsna’s illusory potency. By His teaching
and actions the avatdra re-establishes the
principles that once again make clear the
distinction between playing games and
actual living, and that make the return to
real life possible.

At the end of the previous age, just be-
fore the beginning of Kali-yuga, Lord
Krsna appeared and left His instructions
in the form of Bhagavad-gita, in which He
asked all living entities to abandon their
egoistic desires and pursuits and take up
their true positions in relation to the

(continued on page 30)
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Clutches of Maya

(continued from page 14)

devotee. Only a week before I didn’t know
a svami or yogi from a fire-eater or a car-
toon bear. It must have been the causeless
mercy of Krsna that arranged everything
so swiftly.

On my very first morning at the temple,
after breakfast I reported for duties to
the temple commander, Visnujana dasa.
“Please go and find Ekendra,” he said,
“and he’ll show you how to wash Krsna’s
cars.”

I found Ekendra, a five-year-old boy;
outside near the cars. A little amused, I
spoke up, “I'm supposed to help with the
cars,”

“Yes,” he said, “take that bucket with
the soapy water and sponge and rub off all
the dirt first.”

I happily did as I was instructed, some-
what marveling at the efficiency level
here. We talked a bit while cleaning, and
he asked me a question about Krsna phi-
losophy. I answered, “Well, I'm not sure,
but I think..."

“Don’t speculate!” He interrupted.

That was the first day’s lesson.

The next month we all joined Srila
Prabhupada in San Francisco for the an-

nual Ratha-yitra parade and festival in
Golden Gate Park. Just before the proces-~
sion was to begin, someone brought Srila
Prabhupada the firstten copies of the two~
volume hardcover Krsna book, fresh from
the printer in Japan, He showed them to
the crowd, drawing their attention to the
one hundred pages of paintings, depicting
Krsna’s pastimes on earth five thousand
years ago. We had only hea:d of these
stories, and everyone was ecstatic to be-
hold the wonderful books.

Then Srila Prabhupada said, “I'm go-
ing to sell them for $10 each. Who would
like to buy?”

This was the first time I felt a little re-
morse about having donated all my
money to the temple. I didn't have a
penny. And to make it worse, a friend of
mine from high school, Tom, happened to
be there, and he immediately bought a
Krsnabook. He wasn’teven a devotee! But
he got the mercy anyway, directly from
Srila Prabhupada’s hands. In a few min-
utes all the copies were sold, with not one
left for the author.

One of the most memorable parts of the
festival was meeting Jayananda dasa, its
organiser, He was a transcendental John
Wayne. He was marvelous. Big, strong,
and friendly, he built the forty-foot-high

chariots, got the permission for the festi-
val, arranged forthe decorations, the feast,
the advertising, and so on. He slept under
the cart at night with a band of assistants,
and he could solicit dozens of passers-by
into helping with the preparations for
Lord Jagannatha'’s festival, I asked him a
question:

“How do you become happy?”

“I don’t know,” he innocently replied.
“I'm too busy to think about it.”

But he was always blissful and active,
working tirelessly, and he inspired others
to do the same.

After the festival, back in Los Angeles,
Bob continued to nurse me during my
early days, with his friendliness and quo-
tations from scripture.

One day he announced that this day
would be the most important day of his
life—hisinitiation by abona fide spiritual
master. He received the name Madhu-
kanta dasa, I, too, was initiated by Srila
Prabhupada some months later with the
name Danavira dasa, “the servant of the
hero of charities.”

Srila Prabhupada wrote to me, “You
havea very dear friend in Sriman Madhu-
kanta, for he has actually saved you from
the clutches of Maya [illusion).... Be
very firm in your vows. ... "

We welcome your letters. Write to
BACK TO GODHEAD

41 West Allens Lane
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19119

Congratulations for the special issue of
Back to Godhead devoted to Krsna con-
sciousness in the USSR. It was most
timely and has served to focus people’s at-
tention on the antagonistic attitude of the
Russian authorities toward the devotees
of God. The four regulative principles fol-
lowed by the Hare Krsna devotees are a
guarantee of their exemplary behaviour.
Moreover, the chanting of the Hare Krsna
maha-mantra is not only good for those
who chant,butalso serves as ablessing for
those who happen to listen to it. Such a
group of peaceful and God-loving people
could only be an asset to any society.

Dr. D. R. Sharma
Vice Chancellor
Vikram University
Allahabad, India

* * *

We and many of our friends who re-
ceive or look at your magazine have been
feeling for some years that an improve-
ment is needed, and finally it is time to let
you know in writing. We would like more
of the beautiful and cosmic pictures of
Lord Krsna in full color. We feel that that
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is the paramount purpose of your maga-
zine, to focus on Him, and that far too
much space is given to unnecessary pic-
tures of our modern world or other con-
cepts, many of which are ugly. If you were
to include more of the most magnificent
pictureseach month, and preferably none
of the other silly concepts or objects of
criticism, you would find that the ful-
fillment and fruit of your purpose would
come better and sooner.
Taansen and Shirsha Sumeru
Bellevue, Washington

* * *

I appreciated Mathuresa dasa’s article
“The Acre/Cow Theory” [May issue], yet
the tone of the essay (though it was very
humorous and personal) indicated that
the author is one of the devotees who still
have some doubts that simple living can
work comfortably outside of India or
some other third-world country, such as
the Philippines.

Self-sufficiency need not be very aus-
tere and difficult. Sure some hard work is
required in the beginning, but please
don’t even jestingly speak of “perishing

before the end of the summer” or “freezing
to death” the first winter. I realise that
Mathuresa may have been employing a
literary device to win the sympathy of the
readers, but still I feel we should all rather
boldly putforth the conciusion, which has
been confirmed by Srila Prabhupada,
that a man can live quite easily without
any modern conveniences, just by work-
ing six or eight weeks a year. And this can
be done even in cold climates. People
must simply learn the art.
Nrsimha dasa
Bellville, Texas

MATHURESA DASA REPLIES: While I
don’tdoubtthatsimple living with an acre
ofland and a cow can work, I don’t know
ofeven one Western devotee of Krsna who
is living that way. Even if someone has
land and a cow, he relies on machinery
and outside jobs, Thisis also the common
experience outside of the Krsna con-
sciousness movement.

Soalthough my jestingmay havebeena
literary device, it is also a matter of hon-
esty to admit that [ personally (like other
devotees) have not been willing or able to
practice the lifestyle we all agree is ideal.

If I can’t yet practice what I preach, the
preachingis empty, and seif-effacement is
necessary if I am to be heard at all. We
need an example of a devotee putting the
acre/cow theory into practice.
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More Than

Just aReligion

What can Krsna consciousness possibly offer
someone who has studied with Franciscan monks, read the Koran,
worshipped Allah, and been “born again™?

by CAITANYA-RUPA-DEVI DASI

Several times lately I have come upon
an attitude bestsummed up in the fol-
lowing letter I received from a friend:

AsachildIwasanaltarboyinthe Catholic
Church. In my teens I studied with the
Franciscan monks, and in my 20’s I was
reading the Koran and worshiping Allah.
At around age 25 I became a born-again
Christian and three years later found my-
self a pastor preaching to hundreds on a
radio program. Based on my extensive ex-
periences with differentreligions,Icanun-
derstand that they are basically all the
same. Each has a set of standards to reach
the same goal, perfection, and each thinks
its way is the only way. I got some literature
from one of your temples recently with pic-
tures of the devotees laughing and danc-
ing, and I thought, Here it is again, the
same propaganda I used to write for the
Church. “Just join us and do what we say
and you can also be happy and perfect.” So
although I think Krishna consciousness is
one of many paths to God, I don’tbelieve it
is superior to any other religion.

While my friend makes some good
points, he has some basic misurder-

standings about Krsna consciousness.

First of all, let’s examine the word reli-
gion. In Sanskrit, the word most often
used for religion is dharma. But dharma
denotes more than just a particular sect
one joins for worshiping God. Dharma
literally means “the essence of a thing,”
it's reason for being. The dharma of sugar
is sweetness; the dharma of fire is heat.
The ancient Vedas of India, the oldest
scriptures on earth, give this explanation
for the dharma of a human being: “The
supreme occupation [dharmal] for all hu-
manity is that by which men can attain to
the loving devotional service unto the
transcendent Lord” (Srimad-Bhagavatam
1.2.6).

In other words, the duty of every hu-
man being is to love and serve God. It
doesn’tmatterwhetheroneisa Christian,
a Buddhist, a Hindu, or a member of any
other group. If he is being taught and is
practicing religious principles, then he is
on the spiritual path and will make prog-
ress toward God. But Krsna conscious-
nessis morethan justasectarianreligion.
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In Krsna consciousness one can learn the
highest knowledge of the Absolute Truth,
or the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
and that knowledge is essential for one to
progress toward the goal of awakening
pure love for God.

Itis not possible to love someone unless
you know something about that person. If
Iweretotell you thatI have a friend whom
you are really going to love, but I don’t tell
you anything about this friend—what his
interests are, what he likes and dislikes,
how he looks, what kind of person he is—
it would be very difficult for you to love
him, wouldn’t it? Similarly, it isn’t possi-
ble for us to fully love God (and thus want
to be reunited with Him in loving service)
unless we know exactly who it is we are
supposed to love.

The Vedic scriptures give this concise
definition of God: “Learned transcenden-
talists who know the Absolute Truth call
this nondual substance Brahman, Param-
atma, or Bhagavan.” Thus it is explained
that God, whose eternal form is composed
of knowledge and bliss, has three features.
Brahman is His impersonal feature, what
many call the “white light,” or the energy
of God. One who realises the Brahman
feature of God attains eternity but no
knowledge or bliss. In the Caitanya-
caritamrta it is stated that what is de-
scribed as impersonal Brahman is but the
effulgence of the body of the Supreme
Person.

The next feature of God is Paramatma,
or the Supersoul. God is within the heart
of every living entity, travelling with the
individual souls frombodytobodyasthey
try to enjoy in this material world. Yet
Paramatma is but a portion of God, and

realisation of Him bringsone eternityand -

knowledge but not full bliss.

The highest realisation of God is of
Bhagavan, or the Supreme Person. As we
are persons with forms, relationships, and
activities, God is also. In fact, He is the
source of all other persons, as He is the

original creator of everything and every-
one. It is only in the Bhagavan feature of
God that eternity and full knowledge and
bliss are present.

Many religionists accept that God is a
person, but beyond that they don’t have
much knowledge of what kind of person
Heis, They may know that He is powerful
or great, but that alone will not enable
them tolove God as they would love some-
one in this world whom they know inti-
mately. For intimate knowledge of God,
we must again turn to the Vedas.

God comes to this material world in
many incarnations to accept the service of
His devotees and teach them how to re-
turn to Him. Butthe original name of God
is Krsna, “the all-attractive one.” In His
highest feature God, or Krsna, lives in the
spiritual world, known as Goloka Vrnda-
vana, and has loving relationships with
His devotees in five ways: (1) in neutrality,
as one who is adored; (2) in servitude, as
one who is served with great awe and rev-
erence; (3) in friendship, in which He
plays with boyfriends much as children
play in this world; (4) in parental affec-
tion, in which He becomes the loving
child under the protective care of His
devotees; and (5) in conjugal love, in
which He shares the most intimate recip-
rocation with His confidential devotees as
lover or husband. (This conjugal relation-
ship is notthe same as relationshipsin the
material world. Since God is pure, His re-
lationships are also pure and untainted by
lust.)

These relationships are known as rasas.
The relationships we have with other liv-
ing beings on earth are all attempts to re-
kindle the feelings we experienced in our
rasas with Krsnainthe spiritual world. But
in the material world our friends move
away, our parents grow old and die, and
our spouses divorce us. Thus the only truly
perfect relationship we can have is with
God, who will never grow old, never leave
us, and never die. The happiness we are

searching for life after life in relationship
after relationship is only to be found in
our original relationship with the Su-
preme Person, Krsna.

Therefore, since Krsna consciousness
teaches this fullest knowledge of God in
His topmost feature, it is described in the
Bhagavad-gita (9.2) in this way:

This knowledge is the king of education, the
most secret of all secrets. It is the purest
knowledge, and because it gives direct per-
ception ofthe self by realisation, itis the per-
fection of religion. It is everlasting, and itis
joyfully performed.

By chanting Hare Krsna and singing
and dancing in the company of like-
minded devotees, one gets the realisation
within his own heart that glorifying the
Lord is indeed the supreme religion and
the easiest way to return back home to the
spiritual world and be with Him.

My friend stated that other religions
also say, “Just join us . .. and be happy
and perfect.” Butone can judge a thing by
its result. Many religions point out the
path back to God, but they can also be ex-
amined as to how quickly they can lead
one to the supreme destination. By chant-
ing Hare Krsna one can feel his material
desires decreasing day by day, and thus
Hare Krsna devotees are easily able to fol-
low the strict religious principles of no
meat-eating, no gambling, no intoxica-
tion, and no illicit sex, which most reli-
gionists find it impossible to follow. Yet
only by avoiding these pillars of sinful life
and concentrating on activities that
please the Lord can we ever hope to rejoin
Him. As Krsna says in the Bhagavad-giia,
“Abandon all varieties of religion and just
surrender unto Me. I shall protect you
from all sinful reaction. Do not fear.”
Therefore, Krsna consciousness is more
than just a religion. It is the topmost sci-
ence of God consciousness, and we wel-
come anyone and everyone to sample it
and see what we mean.

HAPPINESS

(continued from page 27)
Supreme. He promised that for anyone
who did so, He would Himself cut the in-
tricate network of chains of cause and ef-
fect (karma) that bind the conditioned soul
to the wheel of repeated birth and death.
Since the beginning of Kali-yuga, how-
ever, people have been practically unable
to surrender to Krsna, being victimised by
ever-increasing materialism and a deteri-
orating environment, which combine to
further the obfuscation of the souls’ cov-
ered spiritual instincts. Therefore, five
hundred years ago, Lord Krsna appeared
again as St Krsna Caitanya just to teach
the world how to surrender unto the Su-
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preme Lord in this difficult age.

Lord Caitanya, popularly known as
Gaura, or “golden,” because of His bril-
liant golden aura, offered a special dis-
pensation for the age of Kali, namely that
by humbly and sincerely chanting the
names of God, we can free our conscious-
ness from contamination. Lord Cai-
tanya taught that the name of God is the
sound incarnation of God. Thus, by
chanting the holy name of Krsna one can
directly associate with the Absolute Truth,
the Personality of Godhead, by sound
vibration. As one does so, one’s con-
sciousness naturally becomes purified of
all illusion, and one’s original, dormant
Krsna consciousness is uncovered, just as
a cloud dissipates in the presence of the

mighty sun, [eaving the clear sky. Further-
more, the seeds of latent reactions to one’s
sins are all nullified by this process, justas
seeds that have been cooked will never
germinate. Thus freed of all material con-
tamination, the soul returns to the spiri-
tual world in his original, spiritual body,
where he eternally experiences the high-
est perfection of life and spiritual ecstasy
in variegated relationships with the Su-
preme Lord and the liberated souls.

Faced with these wonderful possibili-
ties, will we then remain “couch potatoes,”
languishing amid the stage props of maya,
dreaming of fool’s gold, or will we truly
“go for the gold"—the greatest happiness
of all, awarded by the merciful Golden
Avatara? The choice is ours.



Philosophical
Vignettes

In this new feature of BACK TO
GODHEAD, devotees succinctly express
some of the realisations they have
gained through service and devotion to
Lord Krsna.

The Sports Page

I was looking through a copy of the
international Herald Tribune when

a devotee entered the room. Hur-
riedly, I folded the newspaper and
put it aside. But my eye caught this
sports headline: “Reds Robinson
Misses Perfect Game by One Strike.”

I didn’t have time to read the story,
but it came back to me, while
chanting Hare Krsna on my beads.
“What is a perfect game?” I thought.
“Does that mean that only twenty-
seven batters faced him and no one
got on base? It doesn’t mean that he
has to strike them all out, does it?
Then how did he miss a perfect
game by only one strike? Was it still
a no-hitter?”

In this way I dallied, until I
thought, “What does it matter?
Robinson’s near-perfect game is
already lost in oblivion. Even if he
did pitch a perfect game, as some
have done, what does it matter?”

But I had to think about it while
chanting the holy names. And it
seemed like a symbol of the
unnecessary flotsam and jetsam that
floats around in my consciousness
and prevents me from undivided
attention to chanting the holy names
of Krsna. Of course, we cannot
escape the signs and notices of the
world. But too much interest in
them, mulling over things that
cannot really help us at the time of
death, things that cannot help us
toward devotion to God, peeking
unnecessarily into what is going
on: =
Especially for the neophyte
devotee, who cannot pretend that he

sees God everywhere, an exertion of
mental discipline is required. And
when unwanted thoughts enter the
mind because of its flickering nature,
Lord Krsna advises, “It is
undoubtedly very difficult to curb
the restless mind, but it is possible by
constant practice and by
detachment” (Bhagavad-gita 6.35).
—Satsvaripa dasa Goswami

Meditations From
New Ramana-reti*

It inspires me so to see their strong,
beautiful bodies yoked together
pulling the plough, turning the earth.
In this way the oxen work, and the
lotus-eyed cows give their milk to
assist the men who love and protect
them. Together, in a perfect, sacred
arrangement, with no need of
machines and no fear of slaughter,
they serve God.

* * *

Sadly ironic, our neighbours raise
cattle for slaughter, and they had this
gigantic bull who used to graze two
hundred feet from my door. For
some reason I was strangely
fascinated by him and would walk
over to stand under the trees by the
fence and watch him while I
chanted, amazed at how incredibly
ugly he was (compared to our
beautiful, beloved cows).

Then I thought that this Hereford,
unloved and bred specifically for
slaughter, might be a butcher
reaping what he had sown. And
that’s why he’s so extremely ugly and
unfortunate. But still, I liked this guy
and would sing to him in the
afternoons and tell him to surrender
to Krsna.

But today, rainy, gray, and bleak, I

*ISKCON's farm community near Gainesville,
Florida.

noticed he was gone—his butchered
corpse on the barbarians’ fine china
dinner plates, his soul trapped in
another womb. I hope he’ll learn his
lesson and take my advice.
—Lalita-Madhava-devt dast

Gandharva-puri

As you drive from the Dallas-
Fort Worth Airport, you see them—
castles of shimmering glass, marble,
and concrete. They stand around
like Gandharva-puri, dreams on the
barren plain.

And very often when I visit Dallas
I see a car accident on Route 35.
Today also we had to slow down
when we saw sparkling flares on the
road. Two police cars were blocking
the road, and there was an
ambulance. The first disabled car
was not so badly smashed, but
beyond it the other car was four feet
off the ground, wrapped around a
concrete pole. The car was astride
the safety barrier, the front
hanging over the side, the rear on the
freeway. The driver’s side was
mangled and ripped, the steering
wheel embedded in the driver’s seat.

So the Krsna temple is to teach us
that the Gandharva-puri will vanish
along with all the people—it’s just a
play of mirrors, a manipulation of
matter to make us think that false is
real. And it ends in a crack-up—not
just for one out of ten thousand, but
for everyone who rides.

The temple teaches us that there is
a real purf, Vaikuntha, where there
are no bone-smashing accidents and
no anxiety of death. In Vaikuntha
everyone loves and serves Krsna. In
the material world, the temple
bravely declares war against the
surrounding mdya, but in Vaikuntha
everyone and every place is in accord
with the worship of Radha-Krsna.

—Satsvariipa dasa Goswami
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NORTH AMERICA
CANADA
Calgary, Alberta—10516 Oakfield Drive SW., T2W 249/ Tel. 403) 238-0602
Montreal, Queb 1626 Pie IX H1V 2C5/ Tel. (514) 521-1301
Ottawa, Ontarlo—212 Somerset St. E., K1N 6V4/ Tel. (613) 2331884
Regina, Saskatchewan—2817 Victoria Ave., 54T 1K8/ Tel. (306) 522-4873
Toronto, Ontarlo—243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel. (418) 922-5415
Vancouver, B.C.—5462 S.E. Marine Dr.,, Burnaby V5J 3GB/ Tel. (604) 433-9728
RESTAURANTS
Ottowa—Govinda's (at ISKCON Otiowa)
Torontoe—Govinda's Dinlng Room (at ISKCON Toronto)
U.S.A.
Atlanta, Georgla—1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 377-8680
Baltimore, Marytand—200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville 21228/ Tel. (301) 744-8537
Berkeley, Callfornia—2334 Stuart St,, 94705/ Tel. (415) 844-1113
Boulder, Colorado—917 Pleasant St, 80302/ Tel. (303) 444-T005
Boston, T2 G Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611
Charleston, So. Carolina—1730 Savannah Hwy., 28407/ Tel. (B03) 763-6059
Chicago, llinois—1716 W. Lunt Ave., B0B26/ Tel. (312) 873-0900
Crescent City, Calfornta—150 Oak St, Rock Creek Sub., 85531
Dallas, Texas—5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-8330
Denver, Colorade—1400 Cherry St, 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461
Detrolt, Michlgan—383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel, (313) 824-8000
East Lansing, Michigan—501 Sunset Lane, 48823/Tel. (517) 332-1823
Fullerton, Californla—2011 E. Chapman Ave., 92631/ Tel. (714) 870-1156
Gurabo, Puerto Rico—Rl. 181, Box 215-B, Bo, Sta. Rita, 00658/ Tel (809) 737-5222
Galnesvilie, Florida—1417/1419 NW. 1st Ave,, 32601/ Tel. (304)375-2684
Hartford, Connecticut—1683 Main St E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. (203) 289-7252
Honolulu, Hawall—51 Coelho Way, 98817/ Tal, (808) 595-3047
Houston, Texas—1320 W. 34th St, 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482
Laguna Beach, Calfornia—285 Legion St,, 92661/ Tel. (714) 484-7028
Long Island, New York—197 S, Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ Tel, (516) 378-6184
Los Angeles, Callfornla—3764 Watseka Ave., 80034/ Tel. (213) B36-2678
I Miami Beach, Florida—2445 Collins Ave., 33140/ Tel. (305) 531-0331

New Haven, Connecticut—P.0, Box 455, 08502 / Tel. (203) 782-8821

New Orleans, Loulslana—2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 488-7433

New York, New York—305 Schermerhom St Brooklyn 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-67T14
Orlando, Florida—1926 Central Park Ave., 32807/ Tel. (407) 275-3282

Philadelphl 51 W. Allens Lane, 19118/ Tel. (215) 247-4600
Philadelphia, Ponnsyhmnla—529 South St, 19147/ Tel. (215) 238-1753

St. Louls, Missouri—3926 Lindell Bivd., 83108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085

San Diego, California—1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (619) 483-2500
San Francisco, califomda—M Carl St, 94117/ Tel. (415) 753-8647

SanF i 2334 Stuart St, B ley 94705/ Tel. (415) 644-1113
Seattle, W‘ashlngmn—:ﬂ 14 E. Pine St., 88122/ Tel. (206) 325-7011

Tallahasses, Florida—1323 Nylic St. (mail: P.O. Box 20224, 32304)/ Tel. (304) 681-9258
Tampa, Florida—13821 N. 37 St, 33613/ Tel. (813) 977-0026

Topanga, Calfornla—20395 Callon Dr., 80290/ Tel. (213) 455-1658

Towaco, New Jersey—{mail: P.O. Box 109, 07082)/ Tel. (201) 299-0970

‘Walla Walla, Washington—2314 E. Poplar, 99362/ Tel. (509) 529-9556

‘Washington, D.C.—10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 289-2100

FARM COMMUNITIES
Carriere, Mk (New J—Route 2, Box 449, 39426/ Tel. (601) 798-8533
Church Hiil, (New Route 2, Box 298, 39005/ Tel. (601) 445-2222

Gainesville, Florida (New Ramana-retl)—Box 819, Alachua, Florida 32615/ Tel. (904) 462-9046
Greenfield, linols—Rt. 2, Box 27, 62044 (contact ISKCON St. Louis)
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardana Hill)—(contact ISKCON Gurabo)
Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Gokula)—Rt. 6, Box 701, 27278/ Tel. (919) 732-8492
Mulberry, (Murdri Murdri Project, AL No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel. (615) 769-7331
Ninole, Hawall (New Krgpaloka)—P.O. Box 108, 96773/ Tel. (B08) 555-3947
Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita-nagar)—R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. (717) 527-4101
RESTAURANTS
Dallas—Kalachandii's (at ISKCON Dallas)
I Detrolt—Govinda's {at ISKCON Detroit)/ Tel. (313) 331-6740
Laguna Beach—Gauranga’s (at ISKCON Laguna Beach)
Los Angeles—Govinda's, 9624 Venice Bivd.,, Culver City, 80230/ Tel. (213) B36-1269
Miaml Beach—Govinda's (at ISKCON Miam| Beach)
Philadelphla—Govinda's, 529 South St., 19147/ Tel. (215) 828-0077
St. Louls—Govinda's (at ISKCON St. Louis)f Tel. (314) 535-80B5
San Diego—3102 University Ave., North Park, CA 82104/ Tel. (619) 284-4827
San Francisco—Govinda's, 86 Carl St, 84117/ Tel. (415) 753-8703
San Juan, Puerto Rico—Govinda, Tetuan 153, Viejo San Juan 00903/ Tel. (809) 725-4885

EUROPE
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND
Beitast, Northern Ireland—140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, Belfast/ Tel. 621757
Dublin, Ireland—1 Crow 5t, Dublin 2/ Tel. (01) 773997
Leicester, England—30 Rendall Fioad, Leicester/ Tel. (0533)-681258
Manchester, England—20 Mayfield Road, Whalley Range, Manchester M16 BFT/ Tel. (061)-2264416
London, England (city)—10 Soho SL London W1/ Tel. (01) 437-3662
London, Eng (country) Manor, Leich Heath, Watford,
I Hertfordshire WD2 BEF/ Tel. (09276) 7244
Scotland—Karuna Bhavan, h Road, L hagow, Lanarkshi
FARM COMMUNITIES
Lake Island of Inish Rath—Lisnaskea, County Fermanagh, Northem Ireland/ Tel. (3657) 21512
Landon, {contact BF Manor)
RESTAURANTS
Dublin, Ireland—Golden Avatar (at ISKCOMN Dublin)/ Tel. (01) 785833
London, England—Govinda's, 9-10 Soho 5t/ Tel. (01) 437-3662

Tel. (0555)-894790

International Society for
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ITALY
Bologna—Via Nazionale 124, 40065-Pianoro (BO)/ Tel. (51) 774-034
Catania—Via San Nicold al Borgo 28, 95128 Catania, Sicily/ Tel. (95) 522-252
Naples—Via Torricelli 77, 80059 Torre del Greco (NA)Y Tel (81) 881-5431
Padua—Via delle Granze 107, 35040 Loc. Camin (PD)/ Tel. (49) 760-007
Pisa—Via delle Colline, Loc. La Meridiana, 56030 Perignano (PI)/ Tel. (587) 616-194
Rome—Via di Tor Tre Teste 142, 00169 Roma
Varese—Via Volta 19, 21013 Gallarate (VA)/ Tel (331) 783-268
FARM COMMUNITY
Florence (Villa Vindévana)—Via Communale degli Scopeti 108, 5. Andrea in Percussina, San Casciano
Val di Pesa (Fl) 50026/ Tel. (55) 820-054
RESTAURANTS
Milan—Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano/ Tel. (2) 862-417
Rome—Govinda's, Via di San Simone 73/A, 00186 Roma/ Tel (6) 654-1973
OTHER COUNTRIES
Amsterdam, Holland—HKrgna Dham, 225 Ruysdaelkade, 1072 AW/ Tel. (020) 751 404
Athens, Greece—Poseiconos 27, llioupoli, 16 345/ Tel. 1-883-7068
Barcelona, Spain— c/de L'Oblit, 67-08026/ (93) 347-9933
Bergen, Norway—=Storhaugen 6, 5000 Bergen/ Tel. (05) 29 05 45
Eruuuis, Bolgium—43 rue Marché aux Poulets-1000 Bruxelles/ Tel. (02) 513 86 05/04
Tvaeruej 11, 2000 Copenhagen f/ Tel. (01) 86-85-81
Dllmnqm Mzmnd—im Stillen Tal, CH3186 Didingen (FR)/ Tel. (037) 43-26-98
Gﬁlhanburg Sweden—Hare Krishna Center, Grimmeredsvagen 103.42169 Vistra Frolunda/ Tel. 031-290966
K fs Gard, 140 32 Tel. 0753-29151
Helsinkl, Finland—Govinda’ 's, Jaakarinkatu 10D, Helsinki 15/ Tel. (065) 0039
W.G h Anlage 5, 6900 Heidelberg/ Tel 06221-15101
Moscow, USSR—Contact ISKCON Office of Soviet Affairs, Almviks Gird, 15300 Jama, Sweden/
Tel. (46) 0755-52068
Sopton. Belulum—Chateau de Petit Somme, Septon 5482/ Tel. 086-322480
22, 11240 Tel. 08-548002
sneln—cfde Cadarso #12, Vedat de Tomente/ Tel (961) 55862
Vienna, Austria—Center for Vedic Studies, Liechtensteinstrasse 23/, 1090 Vienna/ Tel. (0222) 310-10-33
Zlrich, Switzerland—Bergstrasse 54, 8032 Zlrich/ Tel. (01) 69-32-79
FARM COMMUNITIES
Forest Wald), W. G ¥ (Nava-Jiyaga-Nrsimha-Kgetra)—
(contact ISKCON Heidelberg)
Brihuega, Spain (New Vraja Mandala)—{Santa Clara) Brihvega, Guadalajara/ Tel (11) 280018
Jima, Sweden—Almviks Gard, 15300 Jama/ Tel. (46) 755-52068
Lugano, Switzerland—The Gokula Project, La Pampa, 6381 Sessa (Malcantone) TI/ Tel. (091) 73-25-73
Valencay, France (New Mayapur)—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ Tel (54) 40-26-88

AUSTRALASIA

AUSTRALIA
Adelalde—69 Belair Rd., Kingswood, S.A. (mail: P.O. Box 235, Kingswood 5062)/ Tel. (08) 272-0488
Brisbane—35 Bank Road, Graceville, Q.LD. (mail: P.O. Box 83, Indooroopilly 4088)/ Tel. (07) 379-5455
Cairns—69 Spence St Caims, Q.L.D. 4870 (mail: R.O. Box 5238, Caims Mail Centre, Q.LD. 48701

Tel. (070) 516946
Melbourne—197 Danks St, Albert Park, Victoria 3206 (mail: R.O. Box 125)/ Tel. {03) 638-5122
North Sydney—180 Falcon St, N. Sydney, N.SW. 2060 (mail: G.P.O. 2768, Sydney 2001)/ Tel. (02) 9261164
Perth—129 Barrack St, W.A. 6050 (mail: P.O. Box 538, W. Perth, W.A. 6005)/ Tel. (09) 3283171
Sydney—112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst, N.SW. 2010 (mait: R.O. Box 159, Kings Cross, N.SW.

2011)/ Tel. (02) 3675162

FARM COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New NIHdngram}—-Oak Hrll Da‘m 's Marsh Road, Bambﬁ. \ﬂC 3241/ Tel. (052) 887383
New

a)—Tyalgum Rd., gella, via A N.SW. 2484
{mail: P.O. Box 887/ Tel. (088) 721803
(New }—Oid wark Rd., via N.SW. 2648 (mail: P.O. Box 2446,
Mildura, Victoria 3500)/ Tel. (050) 278226
RESTAURANTS

Adelalde—Crossways, 79 Hindley St, Adelaide, S.A. 5000/ Tel. (08) 515258
Brisbane—Crossways, First Floor, 99 Elisabeth Street
Melbourne—Crossways, First Floor, 123 Swanston St, Melboume, Victoria 3000/ Tel. (03) 650 2939
Gopal's, 139 Meib Victoria 3000/ Tel (03) 650-1578
Perth—Gopal's, 129 Barrack St, Perth, WA 6000/ Tel (09) 325-2168
Sydmy-—GODﬂJ s, 180 Falcon St, N. Sydney, N.SW. 2060/ Tel. (02) 9261
Sydney inda's and inda's Take-away (both at ISKCON S\ﬂdney].! Tel. (075) 501842

NEW ZEALAND AND FIJI
A New (New Hwy. 18, Rivarh

{mail: R.D. 2, Kumew, Auckland)/ Tel. (9) 4128075

ew Zi -83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 25-190 Christchurch)/ Tel. (3) 61965
Labusa, Fiii—Detaulabasa (mail: Box 133)/ Tel. 82916
Lautoka, Fijj—5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ Tel. 61-633, ext. 48
Rakira, Fiji—Rewasa (mail: Box 129)/ Tel. 94243
Suva, Fiji—R.0. Box 8376, Nasmu! Tel. 391-282
gl New Zealand ington St imail: RO, Box 2753, Wellington)/ Tel. (4) 850876
RESTAURANTS

Auckland, New Zealand—Gopal's, 1st i, Civic House, 291 Queen St/ Tel. (9) 34885
Christchurch, New Zealand—Gopal's, 143 Worcester St/ Tel. 67-035
Lautoka, Fiil—Gopal's, Comer of Yasawa St & Naviti St/ Tel. 62990
Suva, Fiji—Gopal's, Comer of Pratt St. & Joske St. (opp. Reserve Bank)/ Tel. 314154

AFRICA

Abeokuta, Nigerla—Ibadan Rd., Obantoko, behind NET (mail: P.O. Bax 5177)
Abidjan, Ivory Coast—01 BP 8388, Abidjan

Accra, Ghana—582 Blk. 20, Odokor, Official Town (mail: P.O. Box 01568, Osu)

Buea, Cameroon—Southwest Province (mall: c/o Yuh Laban Nkesah, P and T, VHS)
Cape Town, South Africa—17 5t. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel (21) 689 1529

d (next to Huapai Golf Course)
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Durban (Natal), S. Africa—Chatsworth Circle, Chatsworth 4030 (mail: P.O. Box 56003)/ Tel. (31) 435-815
Freetown, Slerra Leone—13 Bright St. Brookfields (mail: P.O. Box 812, Freetown)
Johannesburg, South Africa—"Misty Hills,” Plot 69, Reitfontein Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 723,
Muldersdrift (Tvl), 1747)/ Tel. (11) 666-2T16
Harare, Zimbabwe—46 Crowhill Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 2090)/ Tel. BA77801
Kitwe, Zambla—3121 Gandhi Close, Buyantanshil/ Tel. 214-164
Lagos, Nigeria—No. 2 Murtala i Airport
(mail: P.O. Box 8793, Lagos)
Mauritius—123 Sir Guy Forget Ave., Quatre Bommes (mail: P.O. Box 108, Quatre Bomes, Mauritius)/ Tel, 46804
Mombasa, Kenya—Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.O. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ Tel. 312248
Nkawkaw, Ghana—P.0. Box 69, Nkawkaw
Nairobl, Kenya—Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 28346, Nairobi)/ Tel. 744365
Port Harcourt, Nigeria—2 Eligbam Rd. (comer of Obana Obhan 5t). GRA. Il
(mail: P.O. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)
Tokoradi, Ghana—64 Windy Ridge (mail: P.O. Box 328)
Warri, Nigeria—1 Ogunu St, Bendel Housing Estate, Ugborikoro (P.O. Box 1922, Wari)/ Tel. 053-230-262
FARM COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm)—Beau Bois, Bon Acceuil
RESTAURANT
Durban, 5. Africa—Govinda's (contact ISKCON Durban)

ASIA
INDIA

Agartala, Tripura—Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799001
Ahmedabad, Gujarat—7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 3380 009/ Tel. Tel. 449335
Bnrnanhore, Gujarat—N_H. B-B, Surendranagar
210 Bellary Road, Nagar, 560 08O/ Tel. 361 539
Baroda, Gujarat—Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 015/ Tel. 326299
Bhubaneswar, Orissa—National Highway Mo. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/ Tel. 53125
Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel 626 860
Calcutta, W. Bengal—3 Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. 443757
Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-3 160 036/ Tel. 44834
Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), W. Bengal—Thakur Haridas Sri PO.C
P.S. Bongaon, Dist. 24 Paragonas
Gauhatl, Assam—Post Bag No. 127, Gauhati 781 001
Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ Tel 551018
Imphal, Manipur—Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001
Madras, Tamil Nadu—58, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, Madras-17/ Tel. 443266
Méaydpur, W. Bengal—Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, P.O. Shree Mayapur Dham (Dist. Nadia)
Mnlrang, Mlnlpur—ﬂongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd.
Nagpu th 70 Hill Road, F 440 010/ Tel. 33513
Now DllhI—M 119 Greater Ka:lasn 1, New Delhi 110 048/ Tel. 84120%
Hare Krishna Asrama, across C b River, Dist.
Pl‘lm. Billnr—Fanmdra Nagar Road No. 12, B0O 016/ Tel. 50765
Pune, Maharashtra—4 Tarapoor Rd,, Came, 411 001/ Tel 60124 and 84003
Slichar, Assam—Ambikapatti, Siichar, 788004, Cachar Distrct
Siligurl, W. Bengal—Subash Pally, Siliguri
Surat, Gujarat—Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, Surat, 395 005/ Tel. 84215
Tirupati, A.P.—KT. Road, Vinayaka Nagar 517 501/ Tel. 2285
Trivandrum, Kerala—T.C. 24/1485, WC Hospital Rd,, Thycaud, 685 014/ Tol. 68187

413 304

Udhampur, Jammu and Kashmir- Magar, L 182 101/ Tel 496 PP.
U.P.—Krishna-B Mendir. Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathurd/ Tel. 178
FARM COMMUNITIES

Ahmedabad, Gujarat—Nityananda Seva Ashram, Odhav Rd, (near Octiol Naka), Odhav, 886 382
Ahmmbaa District, Gujnrnt—l-lare Krighna Farm, Katwada (contact: ISKCON Ahmedabad)
L Dham, District Gadhachiroll, 442 803
Hydamm. A.P.—P.0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Taluc, Hyderabad District, 501 401
Méydpur, W. Bengal—{contact Mayapur)

RESTAURANTS

¥ inda's (at Hare Krishna Land)
Vrind: ishna-Balaram Mandir
OTHER COUNTRIES
Ball, Indonesia—Jalan Sagamona 17, Renon, Denpasar
Bangkok, Thalland—139, Soi Puttha-Osoth, New Road/ Tel. 233-2488
Chittagong, Bangladesh—Caitanya Cultural Society, Sri Pundarik Dham, Mekhala, b
(city office and mail: 23 Nandan Kanan, Chittagong)/ Tel. 20-2219
Colombo, Sri Lanka—188 New Chetty 5t, Colombo 13/ Tel. 33325
Hong Keng—27 Chatam Road South, 6/F, KowlDon! Tel. 3-7396818
Jakarta, Yayasan d Krgn ia, JL a 10-12, Tomang Raya/ Tel. 599 301
Kathmandu, Nepal—Vishnu Gaun P‘anchayal Wnrd No. 2, Eludhamlkwmaf Tel. 4-10368
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia—Lo! 3901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,
Petaling/ Tel. 730172

Manila, Philippines—170 R. Femandez, San Juan, Metro Manila/ Tel 707410
Talpel, Talwan—{mail: c/o ISKCON Hong Kong)
Tehran, Iran—Keshavarz-Dehkedeh Ave., Kamran St. No. 58/ Tel. 658870
Tel Aviv, Israel—[17 B] Gordon St, P.O. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480/ Tel. 03-238-239
Tokyo, Japan—2-41-12 lzumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo T188/ Tel. (3) 327-1541

FARM COMMUNITY
Cebu, Philippines (Hare Krishna Paradise}—231 Pagsebungan Rd., Basak, Mandaue City/ Tel. 83254

RESTAURANT
Cebu, Philippi

LATIN AMERICA

BRAZIL
Belém, PA—Av. Gentil Bittencourt, 1002 (entre imo e Quintino il
Belo Horizante, MG—Av. Gentdlio Vargas, 167, Funcionarios/ Tel. (031) 223-2776
Brasilia, DF—HIGS 706-Bloco C, Casa 29/ Tel. (061) 242-7579
Campo Grande, M5—Rua Carlos Chagas, 32-Caicara

Tel. 108

inda’s, 26 Sanchi St

Tel (091) 222-1886

Campos, RJ—Av. Bezamath, 35, Pg. Califémia
Curitiba, PR—Av. 7 de Setembro, 1584, Alto da Rua 15/ Tel. (041) 264-8634
Floriandpolis, SC—Rua Duarte Schutal, 61-Centro
Fortaleza, CE—Rua José Laurengo, 2114, Aldeota/ Tel (085) 244-7068
Golanla, GO—Rua 88-C, No. 2-Setor Sul/ Tel (062) 241-7482
Manaus, AM—Rua dos Andradas, 465, Centro/ Tel, (092) 233-3709
Pérto Alegre, RS—Rua Dr. Thimoteo, 753-Moinhos de Vento
Ribeirfo Preto, SP—Rua Cerqueira Cesar, 480, Centro
Rio de Janeiro, RJ—Ladeira da Gldria, 98, Gldria/ Tel. (021) 285-5643
Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adomo, 17, Brotas/ Tel. (071) 244-1072
Santos, SP—HRua Nabuco de Aradjo, 151-Embaré/ Tel, (0132) 21-3596
Sao Jose dos Campos, SP—Rua Parang, 266-Vila Maria
Sfio Paulo, SP—Rua Bom Pastor, 798, Ipiranga 1mnll C. P 4B55)/ Tel. (011) 631674
Sdo Paule, SP (Centro Cultural)—Rua tavurd, 21 3l
Sorocaba, SP—Rua Cesario-Motta, 130, Centro
Vitéria, ES—Rua Chafic Murad, 218, Praia do Scd/ Tel, (027) 227-9880

FARM COMMUNITIES
Caruaru, Pernambuco—Distrito de Murici (mail: Rua do Norte, 61, Sala 3, Centro)
Pindamonhangaba, SP (New Gokula)—Bairro Riberao Grande (mail: Caixa Postal 108,

CEP 12.400)/ Tel. (0122) 42-5002

RESTAURANT

Belém, Para (Sri Krgna Prasdda)—Av. Genlil Bittencourt, Passagem Mac Dowell, 96 (entre Dr. Morais
e Beniamin Constant/ Tel (091) 222-1886
MEXICO

Guadalajra—Pedro Moreno 1791, Sector Juarez, Jalisco/ Tel. 26-12-78
Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miguel Chapultepec, Mexico, D.F. 18/ Tel. (305) 271-0132
Maxico City—Govinda's Cultural Center, Insurgentes Sur 2384-1, Mexico City 01000 D.F./ Tel. 548-9323
Monterrey—Zaragoza 1007, nte. Zona centro/ Tel. 74-69-76
Morelia—Ticatema No. 52 pte., Col. Selix Ireta 58070, Morelia, Mich
Vera Cruz—Calle 3, Carebetas No. 784, Fraccionamienito Reforma/ Tel. 50759

FARM COMMUNITY
Tulacingo, Hidalgo (Nueva Gauga-Mandala Bhimi)—{contact ISKCON Mexico City)

PERU
Arequipa—Jerusalen 402/ Tel. 228523
Cuzco—San Juan de Dios 285/ Tel. 222353
Lima—Pasaje Solea 101 Santa Maria-Chosica/ Tel. 910891
Lima—=Scheil 615 Miraflores
Trufillo—Bolivar 738/ Tel 259523
FARM COMMUNITY
Hare Krishna-Correo De Bella Vista—DPTO De San Martin
RESTAURANTS
quipa—at ISKCON Arequip
Cuzco—Espaderos 128
Lima—=Schell 634 Miraflores

OTHER COUNTRIES
Bogota, Colombla—Calle 83A, #10-62, Chapinero/ Tel. 249-5797
Bogota, Colombla—Transversal 1a, #56- 22 Alto Chapinero/ Tel. 255-8742
Buenos Alres, A Centro i 2054, (1431)
Call, Cdmnbta—whia 2 EN, #24N-39/ Tel. 68-88-53
Caracas, Venezuela—Frolongacién Ave. Las Palmas, Calle Capriles, Quinta Pollita/ Tel 7682-1939
Christ Church, Barbados—31 Goodland Park/ Tel. (809) 42-84208
Cochabamba, Bolivia—P.0. Box 3988/ Tel. 46441
Concepcién, Chile—Nongien, 588/ Tel. 23150
Cérdoba, Argentina—Montevideo 850, Paso de los Andes/ Tel. (051) 262229
Crabwood Creek, Guyana—Grant 1803, Sec. D, Corentyne, Berbice
Cuenca, Ple. F & Gral. imilla Barrio-las-
Essequibo Coast, Guyana—New Dham, Mainst
Gmstawn. Guyana—24 Uitugt Front, West Coast Demerara
Postal 1534
Ecuad "ulu. 1815 (bet Carchi & Tulcan)/ Tel. 36-16-47

La Paz, Bolivia—Calle 18 Obrajes 460 (mail: P.O. Box 10278)/ Tel. 783556
Montevideo, Uruguay—Pablo de Maria 1427
Panama, Republic of Panama—Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA No. 10

(mail: P.O. Box 6-29-54, Panama)/ Tel. 31-2057
Pereira, Colombla—Carrera 5a, #15-36/ Tel. 42769
Quito, Carron 841 Tel. 520466
Rosarlo, Argentina—Centro Bhaktivedanta, Comrientes 925, Rosario 2000
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—P.0. Box 4920/ Tel. 40146 (31571)
San Jose, Costa Rica—Centro Cultural govinda, 235 mtrs. norte del Banco Anglo, San Pedro

(mail: Apdo. 13& 1002)/ Tel. 34-1218
San Avenida Uni fa 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada

J\mancana.Snn Salvador (mail: R.O. Box 1506)/ Tel. 25-96-17
Santlago, G‘llle—ManueI Carvallo 771, Nunoa/ Tel. 392734
Santo Domi Calle Cayetano Rodriquez No. 254
Trinldad and TObngc, West Indies—Prabhupada Ave., Longdenville, Chaguanas

FARM COMMUNITIES
Buenos Alres, Argentina (Bhaktilata Puri}—(contact Centro Bhaktivedania, Buenos Aires)
Colombia (Nueva Mathura)—Cruzero del Guali, Municipio de Caloto, Valle del Cauca/ Tel. 512688 en Cali
! {Nuevo {contact ISKCON Guayaquil)

Guynlw—Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice
San Jose, Costa Rica—Granja Nueva Goloka Vrindavana, Carretera a Paralso, de | dadel JardinL (por

Calle Concava), 200 metros as sur (mano derecha) Cartago (mail: Apdo. 166, 1002)/ Tel. 51-6752
San Salvador, El Salvador—Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitan, Dpto. de La Libertad

RESTAURANTS
Cuenca, Ecuador—Govinda's, Annexo Hotel, Crespo
Callejor Santandes a una cuadra abajo de Guatel, Panajachel Solola

Guayaquil, Ecuador—Govinda's (contact ISKCON Guayaquil)
La Paz, Bolivia—Restaurant Manijari, Calle Potosi 1315, esq. Cokdn
San Salvador, El Salvador—25 Avenida Norte 1132
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—Restaurant Govinda's, Calle Florida 594, esq. Cafioto
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—Snack Govinda, Av. Argomosa (17 anillo), esq. Bolivar

Tel. (07) 82-93-58
Coast
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FESTIVE WORLD
OF THE
LORD OF THE
UNIVERSE

Lord Jagannatha’s Ratha-yatra is a chance for everyone
to taste the joy and variety of spiritual life.

You’vc never seen anything like it! Unless,
of course, you've been to one before.
Ratha-yatra, the festival of the chariots, is an
ancient celebration that draws our hearts
away from the distractions of temporary
material life and back to Krsna, our
original, eternal friend. Ratha-yatra gives us
a taste of the happy life we're all looking for.
It’s a chance to absorb our senses—which,
with their insatiable demands, bind us to
material existence—in spiritual life. Our ears
fill up with the holy names Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare; our
eyes gaze on the colourful chariots with their
billowing canopies, the exhibits, the
entertainment, and the people—so many
happy people—who’ve come for a day with
Krsna; our noses catch the wafting fragrances
of incense and flowers; and our tongues
delight in the sumptuous feast of krsna-
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The chariots roll
through Golden
Gate Park, San
Francisco (above,
left). Above, Lord
Jagannatha gets
onboard for His
ride. At right,
guests hear
about Krsna
consciousness in
front of one of
the many festival
exhibits.
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At balmy seaside,
Venice Beach, Los
Angeles (far left),
thousands witness
the Ratha-yatra
spectacle. At left,
chanting and
dancing through
the streets of
Sydney, Australia.
Below, the kids
catch a ride on the
\ . ) L | Lord’s chariot.
Dl g R = [ ey A j ‘ Bottom left, a free
i T - ! 5 \ N feast of krsna-
. ' : B ’ ' prasadam for
everyone.
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prasadam—savories, sweets, succulent
vegetables, and more.

And we learn something at Ratha-yatra.
We learn—not just theoretically, but
practically, if we allow ourselves—that real
happiness comes from remembering God
and serving Him in the way He likes best: by
hearing and chanting His names. We learn
that spiritual life isn’t dry renunciation. Spirit
is alive, and spiritual life is real life, life
without the grit.

Taste it for yourself. The next time Ratha-
yatrd comes your way—or even if it’s out of
your way—don’t miss it. Come, join in the
celebration, and spend a day in the soothing
light of Krsna consciousness.E3
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

The First Big Mistake

‘ ‘ T hen Bhagavad-gita As It Is, with

translation and commentary by
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, was first published
in 1968, a reviewer remarked, “The
criticism of the world is harsh.” Since
then many persons who have heard
lectures or read articles by devotees of
the Krsna consciousness movement
have had a similar response. People are
sometimes set back when they hear
Krsna conscious speakers say, “The
whole world is in ignorance™ or “Most
people are no better than cats and
dogs.” Are these statements slanderous?
Or is there a factual, philosophical
basis for such condemnation?

One should know at least that the
strong statements about the world’s
ignorance are not the creations of Srila
Prabhupada or his enthusiastic
followers. Rather, the strong criticism
comes straight from the scripture
Bhagavad-gita and its speaker, Lord
Krsna, who is accepted throughout
Vedic literature as the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.

Therefore the criticism is com-
passionate and instructive. It is the
reprimand of the experienced teacher
who has every right to tell us, “Why
don’t you learn? Stop making the same
mistake!” Humanity’s big mistake is the
failure to learn the most elementary
lesson of spiritual knowledge—that the
self is something different from the body.

In the Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna
begins His discourse by informing His
disciple Arjuna, “You are not your
body; you are the soul within.”
Therefore, from the viewpoint of the
Gita all so-called knowledge that is
unaware of this primary lesson is really
ignorance. The mistake might be
compared to an initial error made in
simple arithmetic. If a serious mistake
is made in the beginning of a calcu-
lation, then additional developments
based on that model will also carry
along the same mistake.

Similarly, when one thinks that his
real self is his body, he makes his goal
of life the satisfaction of his senses.
Then all his endeavors, whether in
building an empire or in pursuing less
grand attempts at self-satisfaction,
will be based on the bodily concept of
life. But such endeavors, which include
mental speculation based on
identification with the body, cannot
give true self-satisfaction, nor can they
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give knowledge of the Absolute Truth,
which is beyond the mind and senses.

The teacher who possesses absolute
knowledge therefore reprimands, “You
are all ignorant fools.” For a further
sampling of this, we can refer to the
Vedic scripture Srimad-Bhagavatam
(10.84.13):

A human being who identifies this body
made of three elements (mucus, bile, and
air) with his self. who considers the by-
products of the body to be his kinsmen,
who considers the land of his birth
worshipable . . . is to be considered like
dan ass or a Cow.
Similar statements about the animallike
dullness of people who do not know the
difference between the body and the
spirit are available by the thousands in
the pages of Vedic scriptures.

The criticisms made by Lord Krsna
and the Vedic sages are not aimed at a
particular class of person, and they are
certainly not meant in a sectarian
religious spirit. Rather, the instructions
are offered as a universal science. As
Srila Prabhupada used to say, “Krsna
consciousness is not religion in the
usual sense; it is science.” By “science”
Srila Prabhupada meant the science of
the self, the science of God
consciousness.

In the Bhagavad-gita’s science, Lord
Krsna teaches Arjuna that the spirit
soul is the permanent self (@ma) within
the body. whereas the body itself is an
external covering. Then by building on
the primary lesson that we are not these
bodies, Krsna goes on to teach that the
soul continues to live even after the
death of the body. This is called
transmigration. Krsna teaches many
further lessons, culminating in pure
bhakti-yoga, or devotion to the Supreme
Lord. But unless one learns the primary
lessons, he cannot go on to the
advanced studies.

By thoughtful self-observation
anyone can become aware of the
existence of the self beyond the body.
For example, we don’t think of our foot
or head or any part of our body as
“me,” but as “my foot,” “my head,” “my
body.” We should naturally ask, “Then
who am I? Who is that self—myself—
beyond the body and beyond even the
mind?”

We get another indication that the
self is different from the body when we
attend a funeral. We may see a grieving
widow crying out, “He's gone! My

husband is gone!” She says that her
husband is gone, yet the body is lying
there, looking much the same as it did a
few days before. Who is gone at death?
It is the real person, the self, who is
different from the body it animates.

Thinking on our own, we can get a
faint awareness of the higher, spiritual
self, but because we are conditioned by
material existence and because the
science of the soul is a subtle science,
we must receive guidance from the
Supreme Lord and the spiritual master
before we can gain more certain
self-knowledge.

We do not expect that a hard-core
materialist will switch his concerns
from bodily to spiritual simply on the
basis of this one brief essay. But we
wish at least to make it clear why the
Vedic teachers and the Bhagavad-gita do
not bow to, or even respect, the
activities of artists, scientists, politicians,
and other welfare workers who are
adored by the worldly. As long as a
person makes such a basic mistake as
thinking that the self is the body, how
can a transcendentalist consider him
intelligent?

Devotees of the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, Sri Krsna, are aware that
this ignorance is deeply entrenched
within the material consciousness. As
Lord Krsna states, “Deluded by
ignorance, the whole world does not
know Me, who am above this material
world and inexhaustible.” The devotees
are not callous to the world’s ignorance
but work to spread spiritual values,
because they are aware that material
life in the bodily conception is the
source of all miseries.

Lord Krsna’s criticism of worldly
illusion should not be seen as an
exaggeration or a harsh insult but as
calling a spade a spade. From the
viewpoint of the Vedas, the world is full
of sufferings, but these are actually
needless. They are caused by a repe-
tition of the same dumb mistake: the
identification of the self with the body.

The Vedic sages ask us to give the
Bhagavad-gita a patient, impartial
hearing. They say that if we are honest,
we may also come to the conclusion
that we are among the fools and rascals,
and from that humble admission we
can take the first significant step toward
correcting the big mistake. Then we can
go on to find freedom from sufferings
caused by ignorance.—SDG



Godhead s Light.

“The process of going back home, back
to Godhead, is to hear about the Supreme
Lord and His name, form, attributes, pas-
times, paraphernalia, and variegatedness.
Foolish people do not know this. They
want to hear something about the name,
form, etc., of everything temporary, and
they do not know how to utilize this pro-
pensity of hearing for the ultimate good.”
—From Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.1.2, purport)

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada
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SATISFACTION |
 GUARANTEED

BEFORE AFTER

One thing’s sure about the Sunday Feast—you’ll never leave hungry. The
food—an all-vegetarian fare offered with love to Lord Krsna—is just too good
to resist. And there’s always plenty for everyone. The food is known as prasa-
dam, or “mercy,” and although it isn’t all there is to the Sunday Feast, it's an
important part. Lord Caitanya, who is Krsna Himself and who appeared only
five hundred years ago, gave us the most enjoyable process of self-
realisation: chanting and singing the names of God, dancing for His pleasure,
and refreshing ourselves with His purifying prasadam. You'll find all this and
more at the Sunday Feast. So for an experience that's sure to satisfy you—
from your taste buds to your soul—come to the Sunday Feast, held every
week at Hare Krsna centres around the world. (See list of centres inside.)



