is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to America
in 1965, at age sixty-nine, to fulfill
his spiritual master’s request that
he teach the science of Krsna
consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world. In a
dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation
and commentary on India’s Vedic
literature, and these are now
standard in universities world-
wide. Meanwhile, traveling
almost nonstop, Srila Prabhupada
molded his international society
into a worldwide confederation of
asramas, schools, temples, and
farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in Vrndavana, India,
the place most sacred to Lord
Krsna. His disciples are carrying
forward the movement he started.

BACK TO GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.
When Srila Prabhupada began the Society (in New
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes
he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

1. To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge
to society at large and to educate all peoples in the
techniques of spiritual life in order to check the
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real
unity and peace in the world.

2. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re-
vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

3. To bring the members of the Society together
with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime
entity, thus developing the idea within the

4.
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6.
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members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).

To teach and encourage the sarikirtana
movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

To erect for the members and for society at large
a holy place of transcendental pastimes
dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

To bring the members closer together for the
purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
of life.

With a view toward achieving the aforementioned
purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,
books, and other writings.
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DRIVE AWAY
DARKNESS

In this age, people accept suffering as pleasure,
but Lord Caitanya and Lord Nityananda have come

to dispel the darkness of ignorance.

A lecture in Mayapur, India, on March 26, 1975

by HIS DIVINE GRACE

A. C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

vande Sri-krsna-caitanya-
nityanandau sahoditau

gaudodaye puspavantau
citrau $andau tamo-nudau

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto Sri
Krsna Caitanya and Lord Nityananda,
who are like the sun and the moon. They
have arisen simultaneously on the hori-
zon of Gauda to dissipate the darkness of
ignorance and thus wonderfully bestow
benediction upon all.”
(S¥f Caitanya-caritamnta, Adi 1.2)
S ri Krsna Caitanya has many expan-
sions, and the first is Lord Nitya-
nanda, who is Krsna's brother Balarama.
We have to understand these things from
the mahajanas, the great sages who are
learnedinthe science of Krsna conscious-
ness. Narottama dasa Thakura, a maha-
Jana, says, vrajendra-nandana yei, Sacl-siia
hoilo sei, balarama hoilo nitai: “Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhuis Lord Krsna, the son
of Nanda Maharaja, and Sri Nityananda
Prabhu is Balarama.”

Sometimes foolish people say Nitya-
nanda is an expansion of Radharani.
That is not a fact. Nityananda is Bala-
rama. We have to know from the maha-
Janas; we cannot manufacture our own
ideas. That is blasphemy.

A mahajana is one who follows the pre-
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vious mahajanas. This is the system. Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu strictly followed
this principle, and Krsna also recom-
mended it in the Bhagavad-gita: evarn
parampara-praptam. We have to receive
knowledge through the disciplic succes-
sion; we cannot manufacture it. The
concoction of so-called spiritual philoso-
phies has killed the spiritual life of India.
“You can think in your way, and I can
think in my way”—this idea is not at all
scientific. Suppose you claim that two
plus two equals three, or five. Is that ac-
ceptable? No, two plus two equals four,
and you cannot claim otherwise.

So, Balarama is presenting Krsna, and
therefore He is the original guru. Any
bona fide guru must be a representative of
Balarama, or Nityananda. And because
Balarama is presenting Krsna, He is
called prakasa. When the sun shines, you
can see everything clearly. That is called
prakasa. At night, in the darkness, every-
thing is covered and we cannot see, but
during the daytime, when there is prakasa,
illumination, we can see everything,

So. Nitydnanda Prabhu is Balarama,
prakasa-tattva. And just as Balarama is
manifesting Krsna, Nityananda is mani-
festing SriKrsna Caitanya, who is also the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.

When Nityananda Prabhu was preach-
ing in Bengal, He first of all delivered

PAINTING BY MURALIDHARA DASA

Jagaiand Madhai, and by deliveringthem
He showed how to serve Sri Krsna Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu. Lord Caitanya is
Krsna Himself: §r7 krsna caitanya radha-
krsna nahe anya: “Sri Krsna Caitanya is
Radha and Krsnacombined.” And Nitya-
nanda is presenting Lord Caitanya.

So, how can one present Sri Krsna Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu? By His personal ex-
ample Nityananda Prabhu has given us a
lesson. Caitanya Mahaprabhu would send
Nityananda Prabhu and Haridasa Tha-
kura to preach on the streets of Nava-
dvipa, home to home. Once they saw a big
crowd on the street, and Nityananda
Prabhu inquired from the people, “Why
are there so many people assembled?” He
was informed that there were two gundas,
rogues, creating some trouble. The two
gundas wereJagai and Madhai. Now, even
though they physically attacked Nitya-
nanda Prabhu, He continued to preach
Krsna consciousness to them, and He de-
livered them. This is the best way to serve
Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu—by preach-
ing Krsna consciousness boldly.

Displaying the mercy of God’s devotees, who are
considered more merciful than even God Him-
self, Nityananda Prabhu, although injured by
the rogues Jagai and Madhai, delivers them
from the divine anger of the Supreme Lord, $ri
Caitanya Mahéprabhu.






The business of gundas is to create trou-
ble, that’s all. Especially at the present
moment in Bengal there are many gundas
creating trouble. Thisis due to notenough
preaching of Krsna consciousness. Nitya-
nanda Prabhu is not being given the
chance to preach. He is very eager to
preach Krsna consciousness, but He's not
being given the chance.

In Bengal there is a family who say they
are descendants of Nitydnanda Prabhu.
So, there is a controversy concerning their
claim. But apart from the controversy, if
they are descendants of Nityananda Pra-
bhu, their business is to act like Nitya-
nanda Prabhu. What is that business?
That is described by Narottama dasa
Thakura: dina-hina yata chilo, hari-name
uddharilo. Their business should be to do
what Nityananda Prabhu did, along with
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and that is to de-
liver all the fallen souls by teaching them
to chant Hare Krsna.

Sri Krsna Caitanya and Nityananda
are the same as Lord Krsna and Bala-
rama. When Krsna incarnated, these two
brothers were engaged as cowherd boys,
as friends of the gopis, and as sons of
mother Yasoda and Nanda Maharaja.
That was Their life in Vrndavana village.

Later, when They went to Mathura,
They killed Karhsa and the wrestlers, and
when They went to Dvaraka They had to
fight so many demons. But They spent
Their childhood up to Krsna’s sixteenth
year in Vrndavana, living a happy life.
Simply love. Krsna and Balarama en-
acted these early pastimes just to enliven
Their devotees (paritranaya sadhinam).
The devotees are always anxious to see
Krsna and Balarama and Their associ-
ates, and they are always very much ag-
grieved when separated from Them. To
rejuvenate theirlife, Krsna and Balarama
played Their childhood days in Vrnda-
vana. And out of Vrndavana, in Mathura
and Dvaraka and other places, Their
business was killing the demons.

Krsna and Balarama have two busi-
nesses—pacifying the devotees and kill-
ing the demons. Of course, since Krsna
and Balarama are the Absolute Truth,
there is no difference between Their kill-
ingand Theirloving. Those who are killed
are also delivered from material bondage.

Now these same two brothers have
again descended as Sri Krsna Caitanya
and Nityananda Prabhu. They are com-
pared to the sun and the moon. The busi-
ness of the sun and the moon s to dissipate
darkness. The sun rises during the day-
time, and the moon rises at night. But the
sun and moon of Lord Caitanya and
Nityananda are wonderful because They
have appeared simultaneously.

Still, Their business is the same as that
of the ordinary sun and moon: tamo-
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nudau, to dissipate darkness. Everyone in
this material world isin darkness. In other
words, theyre ignorant, like animals.
Why are they animals? Such civilized
men, so well dressed and with university
degrees. Are they in darkness? Yes, they
are in darkness. What is the proof? The
proofis that they are not Krsna conscious.
That is their darkness.

Now, someone may ask, “Who says
this is proof we are in darkness?” We do
not say it—Krsna does: na mam duskrtino
midhah prapadyante naradhamah maya-
yapahrta-jiana.

Mayayapahrta-jiana means that al-
though someone may have a university
degree, although he is called civilized, his
knowledge has been stolen by illusion,
and therefore he does not surrender to

As soon as you
get a material
body, there is suf-
fering. It may be a
king’s body or a
cobbler’s body; it
doesn’t matter: the
suffering is there.
But because people
are ignorant, they
are accepting
suffering as pleas-
ure. This is called
maya, illusion.

Krsna. Krsna is personally canvassing:
sarva-dharman parityajya mam  ekam
Saranam vraja. “Just give up your non-
sense and surrender to Me.” He's person-
ally canvassing, but because these rascals
and fools are in darkness, they do not
know what the goal of life is. Therefore
they are not willing to surrender to Him.

Krsna also describes these fools as
naradhama, “the lowest of mankind.”
How have they become narddhama? By al-
ways engaginginsinful life. Whatis sinful
life? Illicit sex, meat-eating, intoxication,
and gambling. People who are addicted to
these things are duskrii, “miscreants,” and
naradhama, “thelowestof mankind.” And
whatever knowledge they have acquired
by their so-called education is all false
knowledge (mayayapahrta-jiana). This is
their position.

So, Krsna and Balarama, being merci-
ful, have descended again as Sri Krsna
Caitanya and Nityananda Prabhu. They
are canvassing for the same principle—
sarva-dharman parityajya—butin a differ-
ent way. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and
Nityananda Prabhu have appeared in
order to drive away the darkness of igno-
rance. There is no actual difference
between Krsna's preaching and Lord Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu’s preaching. Theonly
difference is that Krsna, as the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, demands, “You
rascal, surrender unto Me. You are suffer-
ing so much on account of your duskri,
sinful activities.I am your father; I wantto
see you happy. Therefore, I have come.
Surrenderunto Me and I shall give you all
protection.”

Except for Krsna conscious activities,
whatever you do is sinful. The whole
world is full of sinful activities, and they
have been summarized into four catego-
ries: illicit sex, meat-eating, gambling,
and intoxication. This is the summary,
but there are many, many branches of
these activities. Still, if you cut the root
of sinful activity—illicit sex, gambling,
meat-eating, and intoxication—then
automatically the other sinful activities
will go.

Therefore we who are propagating this
Krsna consciousness movement are re-
questing that you give up these sinful
activities. Otherwise, you will be impli-
cated. What is that implication? Your im-
plicationis that yoursinful life will getyou
another body. And again you will suffer.
As soon as you get a material body, there
is suffering. It may be a king’s body or a
cobbler’s body; it doesn’t matter: the suf-
fering is there. But because people are
mayaydpahrta-jiiana, ignorant, they are
accepting suffering as pleasure. This is
called maya, illusion.

When apigiseatingstool, hethinks he’s
enjoying life. He does not know that he’s
suffering. Maya has given the living entity
a pig's body so that he will suffer, buteven
in the pig’s body he’s thinking he’s enjoy-
ing life. This is illusion.

Everyone in this material world is suf-
fering, butthere are differentgrades of suf-
fering, just as in the prison house. There
are different grades of prisoner—first
class, second class, third class—but if the
first-class prisoner thinks he is enjoying
life, thatis ignorance. In the prison house,
where is the enjoyment? It is all suffering.
It may be first-class suffering, but it is still
suffering.

So, the whole of human society is in
darkness, and out of Their kindness Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu and Nityananda Pra-
bhu have appeared in order to dissipate
this darkness.

Thank you very much. Hare Krsna.Ed



BOB ROBERTS

Coming to Krsna

k. M T.
“I remembered the Gita's instruction that one cannot find

real happiness in the material world. Although I had suspected that
the statement was true, I felt that I was an exception.”

by BOB ROBERTS

first heard about Hare Krsna devotees

in 1969, while I was attending Wayne
State University in Detroit. An acquain-
tance of mine, who was very impressed
with the devotees, was telling me about
them. I was skeptical.

“Their religion may be just what is
needed for a poverty-stricken and un-
developed country like India,” I argued,
“but we’re blessed to live in abundance in
America—nice homes, our own cars, good
medical care, and long life-expectancy.
We don’t need an ancient philosophy.”

*“What good is all our material wealth,”
she countered, “if people here still get

sick, grow old, and die? Even if most
Americans live a few years longer and in
more material luxury than residents of
undeveloped countries, what is the big
difference?”

“Wow!” I thought. “What is the big dif-
ference?” Raised in an American jingo-
isticenvironment, I'd never heard anyone
espouse such an idea—certainly not my
professors at WSU.

In 1974 I was in California, seeking
fame and fortune as a photographer.
While driving through Los Angeles, I re-
membered my acquaintance telling me
thatthe Hare Krsnadevotees had atemple

At the Hare Krsna center in Detroit (above, left to right), author Bob Roberts with Arjuna dasa,
Syamananda dasa, Praghosa dasa and his son Nimai, Rohininandana dasa, Ravindra-svaropa

dasa, and Iksvaku dasa.
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there. My mentality then was thatanything
in Los Angeles was worshipable, so I con-
sidered finding the temple and visiting. I
still had never been to a temple. But I
couldn’t summon the initiative to go. Be-
sides, I felt that my success as a photogra-
pher was just around the corner, and that
was my real mission in life.

Back in Detroit in 1976, still chasing
materialistic goals in photography, I
heard that the Hare Krsna devotees had
purchased the Fisher Mansion on Lenox
Avenue. A friend and I drove by and were
invited to the Sunday Feast. We kept late
hours then, and we arrived the next Sun-
day very late, 9:00 or 10:00 PM. We were
told that the feast was over. Though we
were invited to come back the following
week, it took me six years to return.

At eight o’clock one morning in 1982, I
was awakened by persistent pounding on
my bedroom window. A friend had just
driven forty-five miles on his motorcycle
to tell me about his recent discovery.

“This is the greatest book I've ever
read,” he exclaimed, thrusting a paper-
back Gita by Srila Prabhupada at me.
“You've got to read it.”

I showed him my identical copy of the
book (I couldn’t even remember how I'd
come by it) and said that somehow its
cover illustration of warriors in a chariot
on a battlefield didn’t much attract me. I
told him I wasn’t interested in war.

His interest in the Bhagavad-gita made
an impression on me, however, and when
he became involved with the devotees, I
began occasionally accompanyinghimto
the temple. I thought the food there was
fantastic, but I was always reluctant to
eat as much as I wanted. I thought the
devotees would consider me rude for eat-
ing what was theirs.

Later that year he and I drove to New
Vrindaban. We arrived in the late after-
noon and were cordially offered plates of
sumptuous prasadam. We had tremen-
dous conversations with a couple of devo-
tees, and we decided to spend the night at
the guest lodge. We were invited to attend
mangala-arati the next morning.

“What time should we get up?” I asked.

“Three-thirty,” came the reply. “The
ceremony begins at 4:15.”

I was stunned. My sleep time was often
from 3:00 A.M. till noon. But I said, “Sure.
Let’s attend. We're here on a spiritual
adventure.”

Though I had noidea what the mangala-
arati ceremony was all about and felt
rather self-conscious, I was impressed by
the devotees, who graciously acknowl-
edged ourpresence and indicated what we
were to do at various points. When we left,
I carried with me a most enlivening spiri-
tual presence.

Although I continued attending the
Sunday Feast in Detroit, I didn’t go regu-
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larly, just whenever the thought occurred.
Yet I alwdys went home with positive im-
pressions of the devotees I talked with.

An experience with my neighbours in
the fall of 1986 helped nudge me along on
the spiritual path. I tried to convince my
neighbours that burning leaves, though a
biannual ritual for them, was not a wise
thing to do. The enormous amount of
smoke the leaf-burning generated in the
neighbourhood caused choking, irritated
theeyes,and, accordingtoanarticlein the
local newspaper, contained numerous
carcinogens.

When I approached my neighbours to
try to convince them that they should
mulch theleaves foruse as fertilizer, I tried
to be calm and reasonable. I was stunned
by their reactions.

“Mah advahce to you,” one said, “is that
if you don’t lahk it, you can stay insahd.”

devotee invited

us to the Sun-
day Feast. We kept
late hours then and
arrived the next
Sunday very late,
9:00 or 10:00 PM.
Though we were
invited to come
back the following
week, it took me
SIx years to return.

“Don’ttry to impose your values on us,”
another said.

One neighbour told me he would be
glad to mulch his leaves, and the next day
he burned an even bigger pile than usual.

Not all the responses were negative, but
I mostly remembered the rejections. The
episode led to some soul-searching, and I
remembered the Bhagavad-gita's instruc-
tion that one cannot find real happiness
in the material world.

Although I had suspected that the state-
ment was true, I had felt that I was an
exception. My parents and teachers had
always told me how intelligent I was. I re-
member my sixth-grade teacher telling
my parents, “For Robert anything is pos-
sibleifhe putshis mind toit.” I had always
thought I could use my intelligence to en-
sure my own happiness.

With my failure to convince my

neighbours of the folly of burningleaves, I
began torealize, reluctantly, thattrue hap-

piness would elude me just as it does
everyone else. I could attempt to maintain
my health by diet, exercise, and proper at-
titude, but not everyone would agree to
keep the environment clean, despite my
logic. I remembered that the Bhagavad-
gita states that in this world there are al-
ways disturbances stemming from one’s
own mind and body, from other living
entities, and from natural forces. My care-
ful and troublesome arrangements were
doomed to frustration. I began to see how
the philosophy of Krsna consciousness
was not armchair speculation, but real
wisdom for my own life.

I decided thatIshould spend more time
with the devotees. By doing so, not only
would I naturally associate less with my
neighbours, with whom I was angry, butI
could also raise myself to a spiritual plat-
form, from which it would be easier to
convince people to do the right thing.

I began attending the Sunday Feast
every week, and on Tuesday evenings I
went to the meetings of the Friends of
Lord Krsna (FOLK). Although I had been
invited to the FOLK meetings before, I
had always been “too busy.” Butnow I was
ready.

By goingtothetemple regularly, I found
satisfaction in the philosophy, friends,
and food, and my anger toward the leaf-
burners faded. “Thanks for rejecting me,”
I could tell them. “You gave me the im-
petus I needed to search out and find a
higher taste.”

After several weeks of visiting the tem-
ple every Sunday and Tuesday, I began to
feel discouraged. I wanted to make spiri-
tual advancement, but I doubted my
ability to conform to the same regulations
the full-time devotees were following: no
meat-eating, noillicitsex, nointoxication,
no gambling, and chanting the Hare
Krsna mantra almost two thousand times
a day on their beads. There were many
other rules as well, and it seemed that so
much of alife in Krsna consciousness was
antithetical toall T hadlived by fora major
chunkofmylife.Itseemed thateverything
1 did was offensive to Krsna or His devo-
tees. “Maybe I justwon’tfitin here. It's too
strict. I'd better stop coming and look for
something else.”

_ Then I had an auspicious dream. I saw
Srila Prabhupada beaming at me with a
most radiant smile. He seemed pleased. I
heard no words, butsomehow he commu-
nicated to me—"“It’s all right. You're doing
fine. Just keep coming regularly to the
temple.”

That was the encouragement I needed.I
resolved to not only continue going to the
temple regularly, but to do my best to ap-
ply the teachings of Krsna consciousness
in my life so that I could progress steadily
toward the perfection of spiritual advance-
ment—opure love for Krsna. £d



Not Interested?

ANANDAMAYA DASA
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Dhanarijaya Pandita dasa distributes books and Back to Godhead magazines in Boston.

You might not want to spend your weekends discussing obscure philosophy,
but should you completely ignore life’s most important questions?

hen I'm out distributing books

about the Supreme Personality of
Godhead—books that describe the attri-
butes, form, qualities, and activities of
Krsna—one of the most common re-
sponses I get from the people Imeetis “I'm
not interested.” I sometimes wonder how
anyone could not be interested in Krsna.
Krsna is everywhere. He’s the source of
everything. He knows everything, includ-
ing everything you’ve done in your life,
even every thought. He knows things such
as the exact position and velocity of every

by DHANANJAYA PANDITA DASA

atom and electron in the universe. Not
only does He know everything, but He’s
all-powerful. That means He can do any-
thing. He created all theuniverses. He cre-
ated wonderful works of art like our
bodies and the marvels of nature.

Since Krsnacreated everything, He also
owns everything. Imagine if you owned
everything! Krsna also ultimately con-
trols everything; so everyone must do
what He says. Howisitthat people are not
interested in such a person?

The books I distribute—Bhagavad-gita

and Srimad-Bhagavatam—explain much
aboutKrsna. And Krsnaisnotthe onlyin-
teresting topic they present. Other topics
include discussions of these relevant and
timely questions: Why do we die? What
happens after we die? Why must we suffer?
Does God exist? How do we know for
sure? These topics pertain to every living
being in the universe; they have universal
interest.

Yet people are not even interested in
what will happen to them after they die.
They know they will have to pass into an
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unknown realm, but they are not inter-
ested to learn more about it. But wouldn’t
a person naturally showinterestif he were
to be forcibly uprooted and moved to a
foreign country he had never seen before?
Wouldn't he want to know what the place
was like, what the people were like, what
he would be doing there, and how he
would be received?

And if a person were being punished,
wouldn’t he be interested to know why?
“What is it have done? Why do I have to
undergo this suffering?” Any intelligent
human being would ask these questions.

Sowhy are we notinterested in what will
happen tous after we die? Becauseofabad
system of education.

Modern education tends to produce
atheists and agnostics. We are losing the
ability to question in a metaphysical way.
Because of overemphasis on materialism,
we have been taught implicitly that there
is no such thing as life after death, that
suffering is an inevitable fact of life, and
that there is no God, no soul, no spiritual
reality—just electrons, neutrons, and
protons.

Modern education provides little phi-
losophy, little higher thought about the
larger questions of life. Even if there are
philosophy classes in our academic insti-
tutions, they take an insignificant role in
the educational process. They are notusu-
ally required courses, and their topics are
so irrelevant to our day-to-day living that
hardly anyone is interested in them. Sub-
jects such as linguistic analysis and
relativistic ethics are not the exciting
things you want to spend a Saturday night
thinking about. They just have nothing to
do with the heartbeat of modern society.

Deep thinking has taken a back seat to
industrial development. Universities have
become factories for training technologi-
cal workers. Institutions like Harvard and
Yale turn out thousands of computer sci-
entists, mechanical engineers, and busi-
nessmen, who may have knowledge of
numbers and how to manipulate them,
but who are completely ignorant of the
most important subjects: What is con-
sciousness? What are we?

Today knowledge is used only to satisfy
the body's demands: how to become
healthy, how to eat better food, how to
make better medicine, how to titilate and
stimulate the senses in every conceivable
way.

In other words, even educated men and
women are acting like animals. Why? Be-
cause their so-called knowledge is no
different in quality from the knowledge
animals have.

Just think of it. What do animals do?
They eat, they sleep, they have sex, and
they fight. Basically,everythingan animal
does relates to one of these four activities.
Now, what about modern society’s highly
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trained, educated men and women? They
fight or defend with high-technology
bombs and medicines. They try to ad-
vance agriculture to produce food more
efficiently, more inexpensively, and with
nutritive and other supplements injected
intoitto makeitmore appealing. And they
devise theories of psychology that revolve
around sex as the prime satisfaction for
humanity, while developing new contra-
ceptive devices so that we can have sex
unlimitedly without consequences.
Identifying the body as the self, many
people think that self-realization, or self-
actualization, means to develop the body.
Therefore fitness spas and health salons
proliferate. In the pursuit of bodily pleas-
ures, money is essential, and therefore
teachinghowto make money is of primary
importance in the academic curriculum.
But human life doesn’t have to be like

uman life

doesn’t have
to be like animal
life—centered on
the body. Human
beings have one
important quality
that separates them
from animals:
They can inquire
about philosophi-
cal questions.You
never see animals
going to church . . .

animal life—centered on the body. Hu-
man beings have one important quality
that separates them from animals: They
can inquire about philosophical ques-
tions. You never see animals going to
church or reading and writing books
aboutthe meaningoflife. Their brains are
notdeveloped enough to think aboutsuch
subjects. So if a human being doesn’t use
his brain for inquiring about why he is
here, why he must suffer, and what hap-
pens after death—philosophical ques-
tions—then how is he any different from
an animal?

In the Srimad-Bhagavatam it has been
predicted that people in this age will be
like this. Itis described that they will have
short lives, and that they will be quarrel-
some, lazy, spiritually dull, misguided
materially and spiritually, unlucky, and

always disturbed. People in this age will
never really be peaceful.

Sadtosay,Ifind these characteristicsin
most of the people I meet. They're not in-
terested in spiritual life. They have no
time. They’re too busy trying to solve the
problems of theirlife, which keep growing
and growing. They’re busy trying to make
money just to make ends meet. They don’t
want to be bothered. Theyre always
disturbed.

Of course, in this age we do suffer in
many ways, practically without relief. You
might say we have good reason to be dis-
turbed. We suffer from creditors, thieves,
attackers, slanderers, envious neighbors,
friends, relatives. We suffer pains from
our minds and from ourbodies, which are
always degenerating right out from under
us. We suffer pains from the elements—
from earthquakes, extreme heat and cold,
drought, hunger, starvation—and from
economic depression.

Does this have to be? Must we take this
suffering for granted? Our educational
system offers no solution. We are taughtto
accept it: There’s nothing you can do
about the “facts of life”—old age, disease,
and death.

But there is something you can do. You
can have eternal life: you never have to
die. You can have complete knowledge.
You can understand everything, includ-
ing yourself. And you can have unlimited
happiness. No misery, no pain. Even
while you are still in this body, during this
lifetime, you can have freedom from all
miseries. How? By taking an interest in
spiritual life. Pick up a copy of Srimad-
Bhagavatam or Bhagavad-gita. These books
give answers to the important questions.

You will find that the topics discussed
in the Bhagavatam are very satisfying.
They’re logical and agreeable. If you take
up spiritual life as directed in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, you will find that you are ex-
periencing greater and greater happiness,
greater knowledge, and freedom from
death. This is the proof of the potency of
the Srimad-Bhagavatam.

The knowledge given in the Bhagavad-
gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam is raja-vidya,
“the king of knowledge.” Bhagavad-gita
(9.2) explains why: “This knowledge is the
king of education, the most secret of all se-
crets. It is the purest knowledge, and be-
cause it gives direct perception of the self
by realization, it is the perfection of reli-
gion. It is everlasting, and it is joyfully
performed.”

There is no other knowledge—neither
physics, nor chemistry, nor biology, nor
literature, nor history, nor psychology,
nor art, nor music—no other knowledge
that can give direct perception of the self,
the soul, by realization. And there is no
other knowledge that increases the joy of
life steadily and perceptibly. 8¢



SINGING

IN HARMONY
INSOUTH AFRICA

Chanting the names of God brings welcome relief

to a country rife with racial tension.

by GIRIRAJA SWAMI

The park resounded. The
musicians werevery careful in
listening to the mantra. . . .
The Swami sang Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare
Hare. . .. “Hey," they would
say, ‘listentothis holymonk."
(Srila Prabhupada-lilamrta)

he practice ofchanting

God’s names in public
wasbegun by Lord Caitanya—whois God
Himself—five hundred years ago in Ben-
gal, India. The Lord predicted that in
every town and village of the world God’s
name would be sung. Buthow His predic-
tion would be fulfilled nobody knew for
sure. Then in 1965 His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, age
seventy, set sail from India to America to
bring the Hare Krsna movement to the
West.

Because people in this age have no time
(or no interest) to go to the church or tem-
ple, God comes to them in the form of His
holy name. Therefore, in New York City
not long after his arrival in America, Srila
Prabhupada suggested that his first fol-
lowers take the chanting out of the temple
and into the park. They readily agreed.

It was a strange sight for New Yorkers.
Srila Prabhupada satunder a tree and be-
gan singing. Strollers and musicians
joined him. He entered their world with
the holy names, and he entered their
hearts. A headline in The New York Times

Giriraja Swami (at right, in orange) claps with satisfaction as some South Afri-
cans discover the pleasure of chanting Hare Krsna.

declared, SWAMI'S FLOCK CHANTS IN
PARK T0 FIND ECSTASY.

Every Saturday we go into the streets in
South Africa and chant Hare Krsna.
Chanting in Johannesburg recently, we
came across several musical groups play-
ing in the promenade outside Market
Theater. We joined in with some of them,
and some ofthem joined in with us. When
we joined some Zulusin tribal dress, they
danced around their drums and chanted
Krsna's names. Looking into the crowd
that gathered, I perceived a deep sense of
appreciation. Here were blacks, whites,
coloreds, Indians, Africans, and Europe-
ans, all united in God’s name. This com-
ing together of peoples is exactly what
everyone is hankering to see.

After we had chanted with some Rasta-
farians, one of them exclaimed, “We
really liked playing with you. People are
surprised: ‘How is it that the Hare Krsnas
and the Rastafarians are getting together,
singing and dancing? They couldn’t be-
lieve it! So I told them, ‘God speaks in dif-

" ferent languages, but He's
the same God. We chant in
our language, and they
chant in theirs, but it all
goes to the same place. So
what's the difficulty getting
together and singing God'’s
names?” ” Another musi-
cian suggested we hold
big festivals together, with
chanting and dancing,
speaking about God, and
lots of “Hare Krsna food.”
Perhaps nobody really understood why

everyone felt so pleased that afternoon,

but it was actually due to the presence of

Lord Krsna. Srila Prabhupada explains:

*As living spiritual souls, we are all origi-

nally Krsna conscious entities, but due to

our association with matter from time
immemorial, our consciousness is now
polluted. The transcendental vibration
established by chanting Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare

‘Hare is the sublime method for reviving

our transcendental consciousness. The
chanting is a spiritual call for the Lord
and His energy to give protection to the
conditioned soul, and the Lord reveals
Himself to the devotee who chants this
mantra sincerely. No other means of spiri-
tual realization is as effective in this age
of quarrel and hypocrisy as the chanting
of the maha-mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare
Hare,” 3¢
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MESSAGE
FROM BEYOND
THE STARS

Instead of waiting to hear from other galaxies, we should
listen to the Vedic literature, which tells us all we need to know
about this universe and the spiritual world beyond it.

by DRUTAKARMA DASA

Aradio—telescope disk points upward
into the night sky, gathering signals

from outer space. Nearby, scientists at
computer consoles monitor the patterns
of electromagnetic pulses for signs of
communication. It’s all part of SETI—the
search for extraterrestrial intelligence.
In 1977 scientists and engineers of the
Outlook for Space Study Group reported
to NASA: “The impact of the detection of
life elsewhere in the universe, in the solar
system or beyond, would be felt in every
aspect of human life—in our philosophi-
cal and religious concepts, our social in-
teraction, and our scientific institutions.
‘We might learn about achievements in
science and technology that we cannot
imagine. We might also learn of ways in
which they have overcome the problems
thatbesetus today. . . .Inshort, the prom-
ulgation of a program to detect extra-
terrestrial civilizations could gain us ac-

The creator of the cosmic manifestation, Lord
Visnu, liesin a transcendental realm impercep-
tible to modern science—even with science’s
most powerful telescopes. To perceive that
realm and the primordial person lying behind
the impersonal play of cosmic forces, we must
go beyond the instruments and reductionist
strategies of modern science. We require the
help of a transcendent source of knowledge.

cess to a galactic heritage of knowledge.”

Here we find the U.S. government’s
space agency considering several interest-
ing ideas: that there might be intelligent
beings on other planets; that there might
be a civilization more advanced than our

earthlytechnological civilization in terms:

of religion, science, philosophy, and gov-
ernment; and that knowledge of this
civilization might help us solve the prob-
lems we face on earth. The report from the
Outlook for Space Study Group contains
serious proposals for NASA’s searching
out advanced beings in other parts of the
universe.

But scientists need not train their radio
telescopes on distant stars, waiting for the
first pulsingsignals from another civiliza-
tion. The “galactic heritage of knowledge”
is already present on this planet. We are
already in touch with an extraterrestrial
civilization, and the sound of a message
from a place beyond the farthest star has
already reached us.

An essential part of that message is that
the life animating our bodies is not the
product of chemicals sloshing together in
the primeval oceans of this planet; rather
life is imported from a nonmaterial di-
mension of reality. In other words, we our-
selves are extraterrestrials, temporarily

ILLUSTRATION BY MURALIVADANA DASA

residing in an alien environment, forget-
ful of our home beyond this universe.

Where is this information found? In the
Vedic literature of India. Many scholars
agree that the Vedic tradition represents
the world’s oldestsurviving body of knowl-
edge. The Vedas have existed in written
form forthousands ofyears,and asanoral
tradition they stretch even furtherback. In
fact, a close study of the Bhagavad-gita, a
summary of Vedic truth, reveals that the
Vedas did not originate on this planet, but
instead are part of a coherent body of
knowledge designed to help the leaders of
a far-flung interplanetary civilization
guide their citizens to correct solutions of
life’s material and spiritual problems and
ultimately directthem back to theirhigher
dimensional home.

For example, as stated in the Giza itself,
Lord Krsna, the Supreme Lord, firstspoke
the Gita more than 120 million years agoto
the ruler of the sun planet, who then
taught it to the progenitor of the human
race. The knowledge next passed to the
founder of a dynasty of earthly kings and
has come from one generation of teachers
to another down to the present day. The
Vedic teachings were once spread all over
the world. Now, however, most of the
world’s population outside India is no
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longer familiar with them.

One of the subjects discussed in the Ve-
das islife on other planets. In their 1977 re-
porttoNASA, the scientists of the Outlook
for Space Study Group confessed that “al-
though there may be billions of other
planets in our galaxy, we do not yet have
unambiguousevidence of evenone planet
outside our solar system. . . . Intelligent
life may be widespread in the Universe,
but we have not made contact with it.
Many gaps, puzzles, and uncertainties
remain.”

This statement shows the shortcomings
of the so-called scientific method. The sci-
entists’ powers of observation are ex-
tremely limited on the cosmic scale. On
the other hand, we can take information
from the books of Vedic knowledge, prin-
cipally the Bhagavad-gita, thatthere are in
factplanets beyond those now visible tous
and that they are inhabited. Lord Krsna is
proclaimed in the Bhagavad-gita to be the
source of all that exists, living or nonliv-
ing. Therefore, if one has questions about
the nature of the universe, it makes sense
to look to Krsna, its creator, for reliable
answers, justas one would learn about the
composition or intended meaning of a
painting by asking the artist.

In the Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna ex-
plains that there exist two inhabited re-
gions: the sanatana, or eternal, region and
the temporary, material cosmos. In the
sandtana region live eternal beings,
headed by the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. The Vedic Upanisads say, nityo
nityanar cetanas cetananam: “The Lord is
the supreme leader among all eternal liv-
ing beings.” The Lord and the living
beings exist in intimate relationship. In
Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna states, mamai-
vammso jiva-loke jiva-bhitah sanatanah—
the living beings are His eternal, sepa-
rated parts, related to Him as sparks are
related to a fire. In other words, the indi-
vidual souls are simultaneously one with
and different from God.

As long as the living beings accept the
leadership of the supreme eternal person,
they remain in the sandtana region. Those
who do not accept this leadership fall—
like the “revolted multitudes” in Milton’s
Paradise Lost—into the material world,
which undergoes continuous cycles of
creation and destruction. The Gitd in-
formsus: “Again and again the day comes
and this host of beings is active, and again
the night falls and they are helplessly
dissolved.”

The Gita (8.20) then describes the sana-
tana region: “Yet there is another un-
manifest nature, which is eternal and is
transcendental to this manifested and un-
manifested matter. It is supreme and is
never annihilated. When all in this world
is annihilated, that part remains as it is.”
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Krsna’s planetis foundintheeternal re-
gion. Lord Krsna states: “That which the
Vedantists describe asunmanifest and in-
fallible, that which is known as the su-
preme destination, that place from which
one, having attained it, never returns—
that is My supreme abode.”

Thus there are two regions, and they are
inhabited by two types of living beings.
The Bhagavad-gita (15.16, 17) says: “There
are two classes of beings, the fallible and
the infallible. In the material world every
living entity is fallible, and in the spiritual
world every living entity is called infalli-
ble. Besides these two, there is the greatest
living personality, the Supreme Soul, the
imperishable Lord Himself, who has en-
tered the three worlds and is maintaining
them.”

he Vedas tell

us that there are
living beings on
every planet, and
that they don't
necessarily have
forms like ours.
For example, their
bodies might be
composed of differ-
ent elements than
ours. On the sun,
the living beings
have bodies of fire.

Those who are in agreement with the
Lord areinfallible. They remain with Him
in the spiritual world without making the
mistake ofleaving His service. The fallible
living entities, the ones who have made
the mistake, must come into the material
region and suffer repeated birth and
death. )

In the sixteenth century Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, who is Krsna Himself, de-
scribed to His disciple Ripa Gosvami the
plight of the fallen living beings: “Wan-
dering within this universe are limitless
living entities in 8,400,000 species. Some
of them are being elevated to the upper
planetary systems, and some are going
down into the lower planetary systems.”

The Vedas inform us that there are liv-
ing beings on every planet, and that they
don’t necessarily have formslike ours. For
example, theirbodies might be composed

of different elements than ours. On this
planet, our bodies are composed mainly
of water and earth. But on the sun, the liv-
ing beings have bodies of fire, and on
other planets they have bodies of subtle
mental and intellectual energies.

The Visnu Purana enumerates the total
number of life forms: “There are 900,000
species living in the water; 2,000,000 non-
moving living entities, such as trees and
plants; 1,100,000 species of insects and
reptiles; 1,000,000 species of birds;
3,000,000 varieties of quadrupeds; and
400,000 human species.” These figures re-
fer to the totality of life forms spread
throughout the various planets.

Altogether, the Vedas tell us, there are
fourteen planetary systems, divided into
three groups—upper, middle, and lower.
The upper (heavenly) planets are inhab-
ited by beings who enjoy long life and
varieties of sensual powers and pleasures
far surpassing those available on earth.
The earth belongs to the middle planetary
system, and here pleasure is mixed with a
proportionate amount of distress. Beings
in the lower planetary systems live in hell-
ish conditions of suffering.

The Bhagavad-gita explains how the
material energy influences living entities
to inhabit certain bodies on certain plan-
ets. The material energy is composed of
three modes—goodness, passion, and ig-
norance.Eachlivingbeingis attractedtoa
certain combination of these modesof na-
ture, and this is what determines his body.
Just by combining three basic colors—
red, yellow, and blue—an artist can pro-
duce countless hues. In the same way,
permutations of the three modes of nature
produce 8,400,000 types of bodies.

The modes of nature also determine
what planet a living being will take birth
on. These laws of transmigration are very
complex, but there are some general laws.
For example, one who dies in the mode of
goodness will get the body of a demigod
onone ofthe higher planets. One who dies
in the mode of passion will get the body of
a human being on an earthly planet. And
one whodiesinthe mode ofignorance will
get a subhuman body or descend to the
lower planets—or both.

Sometimes the living beings go upward
to enjoy life in the higher planets, and
sometimes they fall downward. In one
birth a person may be a demigod; in the
next a dog. It is like riding a cosmic ferris
wheel. But Krsna says in the Gita (8.16):
“From the highest planet in the material
world down to the lowest, all are places of
misery where repeated birth and death
take place. But one who attains to My
abode, O son of Kunti [Arjuna], never
takes birth again.”

Followers of the Vedic principles are
therefore not very concerned with travel-



ing from planet to planet within the ma-
terial universe, although this is possible.
There are civilizations more advanced
than ours, with the capability of inter-
planetary travel, but still they must face
the same problems: on any material
planet, everyone must grow old, get sick,
and eventually die. One’s real goal should
thereforebetoreturnto Krsna’s deathless,
spiritual planet in the sandtana region.

So instead of vainly waiting to hear
from other galaxies in the material uni-
verse, we should listen to Krsna’s instruc-
tions in the Bhagavad-gita, which tell us all
we need to knowabouthowtoreturntothe
spiritual world. Krsna says: “Engage your
mind in always thinking of Me, offer obei-
sances and worship Me. Beingcompletely
absorbed in Me, surely you will come to
Me.”

Thisis the message of Krsna conscious-
ness, spoken to the leaders of all planets
millions of years ago, and itis still valid to-
day. The main process for absorbing our
minds in Krspa consciousness is the
chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra, a
completely transcendental sound vibra-
tion that has its origin in the spiritual
world. It is coming from a place far be-
yond the range of the most sensitive radio
telescope, far beyond the most distant gal-
axy. A great Krsna conscious poet has
written, golokera prema-dhana, hari-nama-
sankirtana: the sound of the Hare Krsna
mantra is coming from Goloka, Krsna's
own planet in the spiritual sky.

The transcendental sound of the Hare
Krsna mantra is absolute. In the material
world, sound is relative—a word is differ-
ent from the thing it signifies. I may say
“water, water, water,” but the actual sub-
stance water will not appear on my tongue
to quench my thirst. Butspiritual sound s
the same as what it signifies. The name
Krsnais Krsna Himself. So when we chant
Krsna's name purely, we will experience
Krsna and, along with Krsna, His planet.

The Hare Krsna mantra is actually a
prayer to return to the shelter of the spiri-
tual energy. Hare means “O energy of the
Lord, please accept me.” Now we are un-
der the control of the material energy. But
by chanting Hare Krsna we can restore
our connection with the spiritual world,
even in our present body. We can’t get to
the spiritual world by spendingbillions of
dollars on mechanical space travel. But if
we chant Hare Krsna, we can experience
life on another planet right now. It’s not
imaginary, like what we hear from science
fiction books or movies.

And if we focus our mind on the Hare
Krsna mantra at the time of death, we will
be transferred to the spiritual planet
where Krsna lives eternally. The Gita (8.6)
states: “Whatever state of being one re-
members when he quits his body, O son of

Kunti, that state he will attain without
fail.”

The Vedic scriptures are another form
of transcendental sound emanating from
the nonmaterial region. The transcenden-
tal sound of the Vedas is first introduced
from the spiritual world into the material
universe by Krsna, who injects it into the
heart of Brahma, the first created being.
Then it is transferred by Brahma to
Narada, a sage who travels throughoutthe
universe enlightening conditioned souls
with transcendental knowledge. Many
disciples of Narada have lived, and still
live, on this planet. One is Vyasadeva, who
compiled the Vedic knowledge in written
form.

The message of the Vedas cannot to be
understood by mundane scholarship. It

he message of

the Vedas can
be understood only
by hearing submis-
sively from a spiri-
tual master in the
disciplic succession
descending from
Krsna. In this way
one can experience
the supreme spiri-
tual planet by
“transcendental
television.”

can be understood only by hearing sub-
missively from a spiritual master in the
disciplic succession descending from
Krsna. In this way one can gain direct ex-
perience of the supreme spiritual planet
by the process of what has been called
“transcendental television.” Srila Prabhu-
pada states:

The Lord’s name, fame, form, quality, pas-
times, entourage, etc., as they are described
in the revealed scriptures or as performed in
the Vaikunthalokas [spiritual planets], far,
far beyond the material cosmic manifesta-
tion, are factually being televised in the
heart of the devotee. The man with a poor
fund of knowledge cannot understand, al-
though by material science one can see
things far away by means of television.
Factually, a spiritually developed person is
able to have the television of the kingdom of
God always reflected within his heart. That

is the mystery of knowledge of the Person-

lity of ;
ality ol Godhead Bhag 29.35, purport

Soitis possible to be walkingaround on
planet earth and at the same time be inter-
nally communicating with the spiritual
world. This opportunity is there for any-
one who sincerely takes up the practice of
devotional service to Krsna.

Krsna Himself comes to this planet in
many incarnations, or avataras. Avatara
means “one who descends.” Even though
Krsna descends to this material cosmos,
being omnipotent He remains simulta-
neously in His supreme abode.

Krsna last appeared in His original
form on this planet some five thousand
years ago, in Vrndavana, India. Although
to mundane vision Vrndavana appears to
be an ordinary geographic location—a
small city ninety miles south of New
Delhi—it is actually a replica of Krsna’s
spiritual planet, Goloka Vrndavana. Srila
Prabhupada states:

In the spiritual world of Vrndavana the
buildings are made of touchstone, the cows
are known as surabhi cows, givers of abun-
dant milk, and the trees are known as wish-
fulfilling trees, for they yield whatever one
desires. In Vrndavana, Krsna herds the
surabhi cows, and He is worshiped by hun-
dreds and thousands of gopis, cowherd girls,
who are all goddesses of fortune. When
Krsna descends to the material world, this
same Vrndavana descends, just as an en-
tourage accompanies an important person.
Because when Krsna comes His land also
comes, Vrndavanais notconsidered to exist
in the material world. Therefore devotees
take shelter of the Vrndavana in India, for it
is considered to be a replica of the original
Vrndavana.

Vrndavana’s identity is experienced only
when one’s mind becomes free from all
material hankerings.

Actually, anywhere Krsna is present is
considered to be as good as Vrndavana.
Therefore the temples where Krsna is
presentin His Deity form are also consid-
ered to be replicas of the spiritual world.
So if you want to begin to experience life
on another planet—Krsna’s spiritual
planet—then visit your local Hare Krsna
temple.

Human life is potentially alaunch vehi-
cle for our journey back to the spiritual
world. When we leave this body, we will

‘get another one. If our consciousness is

material, we will get a material body on a
material planet. But if we use this life to
transform our material consciousness to
Krsna consciousness, then we will get a
spiritual body on Krsna’s spiritual planet.
That’s the message coming down from be-
yond the stars—chant Hare Krsna, read
about Krsna, serve Him in devotion, and
come back home, back to Godhead. EJ
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The Bhaktivedanta Book

A Special New Edition

For the first time the life masterpiece
of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada is availa-
ble in a single-volume-per-canto
edition*. The original thirty-volume set
has been reprinted in twelve beautiful
volumes.

If you were never able to get the
complete set, if you are missing vol-
umes from your present set, if your
present set is a combination of
different previous printings, or if
you would simply like a new set in
mint condition—this set is for you!

*Because of their length, the Third and Fourth Cantos
are two volumes each.



[rust Proudly Presents:

of Srimad-Bhagavatam

Special Features:

¢ 196 beautiful color illustrations

e Combined and updated indexes

e Ribbon bookmarks -

e Special binding allows the book to
lie flat for easy reading at any page



The Lure of

Promised Pleasure |




Text and photos by VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

tlantic City, New Jersey,
one of the newest casino

cities, draws hopeful vaca-
tioners from around the world
in all seasons. In their pursuit
of happiness, they drive, walk,
and run here and there in
sprees of gambling, shopping,
and dining. Unfortunately,
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Srila Prabhupada points out,
by spending their time and en-
ergy in these ways they are sim-
ply “spoiling their lives.”
Rather than using their intelli-
gence to understand Lord
Krsna—who is seated within
their hearts—and thus ending
their sojourn in this material

Men think they can
advance in civilization

by manipulating matter
to build skyscrapers,

big roads, automobiles
and so on. Such a civiliza-
tion must certainly be
called materialistic be-
cause its people do not
know the goal of life.

—Bhag. 5.1.4, purport

world, they are misusing their
intelligence to become further
implicated in the process of
transmigration.

The following quotations are
from Srimad-Bhagavatam, with
translation and purports by
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-

vedanta Swami Prabhupada.

A society concerned
only with manufacturing
new cars and new
skyscrapers every year
and then breaking them
to pieces and making
new ones may be techno-
logically advanced,
but it is not a human
civilization.

—Bhag. 6.7.13, purport
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The conception of worldly opulence
was formerly based mainly on natural
resources such as jewels, marble, silk,
ivory, gold and silver. The advance-
ment of economic development was
not based on big motorcars. Advance-
ment of human civilization depends
not on industrial enterprises but on
possession of natural wealth and natu-
ral food, which is all supplied by the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.
—Bhag. 4.9.62, purport

Just as a person traveling on the road
rests one foot on the ground and then
lifts the other, . .. the conditioned
soul takes shelter of another body and
then gives up the one he had before.
—Bhag. 10.1.40
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The Supreme Personality of
Godhead is situated in the
core of everyone’s heart, just
as the sun may be on every-
one’s head. Yet although the
sun may be on the heads of
millions and millions of peo-
ple, this does not mean that
the sun is variously situated.
Similarly, because the
Supreme Personality of God-
head has inconceivable
potencies, He can be within
everyone’s heart and yet not
be situated variously.

—Bhag. 10.3.8, purport
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Instead of spending money for
advancing the Krsna conscious-
ness movement, one spends his
hard-earned money on clubs,
brothels, liquor, slaughterhouses,
and so forth. Due to sinful ac-
tivities, one becomes implicated
in the process of transmigration
and thus has to accept one body
after another. Being thus ab-
sorbed in a distressed condition,
one never attains happiness.
—Bhag. 5.13.2, purport
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International Society for

CENTERS AROU

NORTH AMERICA

CANADA
Calgary, Alberta— 10516 Oakfield Drive SW., TIW 2A9/ (403) 238-0602
Montreal, Quebec—1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ (514) 521-1301
Ottawa, Ontario—212 Somerset St. E., KIN 6V4/ (613) 233-1884
Regina, Saskatchewan—2817 Victoria Ave., S4T 1K6/ (306) 522-4973
Toronto, Ontario—243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2]6/ (416) 922-5415
Vancouver, B.C.—5462 5.E. Marine Dr., Bumaby V5] 3G8/ (604) 433-9718
RESTAURANT
Ottowa—Govinda's, 212 Somerser St. E./ (613) 233-3460
U.S.A.

Atlanta, Georgia—1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. N E., 30306/ (404) 377-8680
Baltimore, Maryland—200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville 21228/ (301) 744-9537
Berkeley, California—2334 Suart St,, 94?05/’ (415) 644-1113
Bou]d.er Colorado—gl? Pleasant St., 80302/ (303) 444-7005

I 72 Comme Ith Ave., 02116/ (617) 247-8611
Charleston, So. Carolina—1730 Savannah Hwy., 29407/ (B03) 76376959
Chicago, Illinois—1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ (312) 973-0900
Crescent City, California—150 Oak St., Rock Creek Sub., 95531
Dallas, Texas—5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ (214) 827-6330
Denver, Colorado— 1400 Chcrr'f' St., 80220/ (303) 333-5461
Detroit, Michigan—383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ (313) 824-6000
East Lansing, Michigan—501 Sunset Lane, 48823/ (517) 332-1823
Fullerton, California—2011 E. Chapman Ave., 92631/ (714) 870-1156
Gurabo, Puerto Rico—Re. 181, Box 215-B, Bo. Sta. Rita, 00658/ (809) 737-5122
Gainesville, Florida—1417/1419 N\W. 1st Ave., 32601/ (904)375-1884
Hartford, Connecticut—1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ (203) 289-7252
Honolulu, Hawaii—51 Coelho Way, 96817/ (808) 595-3947
Houston, Texas— 1320 W. 34th St 77018/ (713) 686-4482
Laguna Beach, California—285 Legion St,, 92651/ (714) 494-7019
Long Island, New York—197 S. Ocean Ave,, Freeport, 11520/ (516) 378-6184
Los Angeles, California—3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ (213) 836-2676
Madison, Wisconsin—1149 E. Dayton St., 53703/ (608) 255-8883
Miami, Florida—829 NW. 14 Court, 32790/ (305) 643-6840
Miami Beach, Florida—2445 Collins Ave., 33140/ (305) 531-0331
New Haven, Connecticut—P.O. Box 455, 06502 / (203) 787-4642
New Orleans, Louisiana—2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ (504) 488-7433
New York, New York—305 Schermerhomn St, Blmkl\m 11217/ (718) B55-6714
0r|nndo Floﬂda—!‘)lﬁ Central Park Ave., 32807/ (305) 275-3281

ia—51 W. Allens Lane, 19119/ (215) 247-4600

Sl Lnuls, Mlmun—3926 Lindell Blvd,, 63108/ (314) 535-8085
San Diego, California—1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ (619) 483-2500
San Francisco, California—84 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-8647
Seattle, Washington—3114 E. Pine St,, 98!2?_.-’ (206) 329-7011

Tallahassee, Florida—1323 Nylic St. (mail: PO. Box 20224, 32304}/ (904) 681-9258

Tampa, Florida—13821 N. 37 St 33613/ (813) 977-0026

Topanga, California—20395 Callon Dr., 90290/ (213) 455-1658

Towaco, New Jersey—(mail: P.O. Box 109, 07082)/ (201) 299-0970

Washington, D.C.—10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ (301) 299-2100
FARM COM}\‘[[INITIES

Carriere, b

Greenfield, Illinois—Rr. 2, Box 27, 62044 (contact ISKCON St. Louis)
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardana Hill)—(contct ISKCON Gurabo)

Hillsb h, North Carolina (New Gokula)—Rt. 6, Box 701, 27278/ (919) 732-6492
Mulberry, Tennessee (Murdri- uvaka)—-Murin Project, Re. No. |, Box 146-A, 37359/

(615) 759-7331

Ninole, Hawaii (New Kﬁpa]olu) PO Box 108, 96773/ (808) 595-3947
Port Royal, Pennsy Gita

RESTAURANTS
Dallas—Kalachandji's (at ISKCON Dallas)
Detroit—Govinda's (at ISKCON Detroit)/ (313) 331-6740
Los Angeles—Govinda's, 9624 Venice Blvd., Culver City, 90230/ (213) 836-1269
Miami Beach—Govinda's (at ISKCON Miami Beach)
St. Louis—Govinda's {ar ISKCON St. Louis)/ (314) 535-8085
San Diego—3102 University Ave., MNorth Park, CA 92104/ (619) 284-4827
San Francisco—Govinda's, 86 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-9703

San Juan, Puerto Rico—Govinda, Tetuan 153, Viejo San Juan 00903/ (809) 715-4885

EUROPE
GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland—140 Upper D Lane/ 621757

Dublin, Ireland—1 Crow St. Dublln 2/ 7173997
Leicester, England—30 Rendell Road, Leicester/ (0533)-681256

Manchester, England—20 Mayfield Road, Whalley Range, Manchester M 16 BFT/ (061)-2264416

London, England (city)—10 Soho St., London W1/ (01) 437-3662
London, England (country)— —Bhakrivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Watford,
Hertfordshire WD2 8EP/ (09276) 7244

Scotland—Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Road, Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire/ (0555)-894790

FARM COMMUNITIES

Lake Island of Inwh Rath—Lisnaskea, County F gh, Northern Ireland/ (3657) 21512
London, Engl (contact Bhakrived Manor)
RESTAURANTS

Dublin, Ireland—Golden Avarar (ar ISKCON Dublin)/ (01) 795933

London, England—Govinda's, 9-10 Sohe St/ (01) 437-3662
ITALY

Bologna—Via Saliceto 1, 40013 Castelmaggiore (BO)/ (51) 700-868

i i (New Tal )—Route 2, Box 449, 39426/ (601) 798-8533
Gnmesvjlle, Florida (New Ramana- mi]—ﬂox 819, Alachua, Florida 31615/ (904) 462-9046

R.D. No 1, Box 839, 17082/ (717) 527-4101

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A.

Catania—Via San Nicold al Borgo 28, 95128 Caania, Sicily/ (95) 522-252
Naples—Via Torricelli 77, 80059 Torre del Greco (NA)/ (81) 881-5431
Padua—Via delle Granze 107, 35040 Loc. Camin (PD)/ (49) 760-007
Pisa—Via delle Colline, Loc. La Meridiana, 56030 Perignano (P1)/ (587) 616-194
Rome—Via di Tor Tre Teste 142, 00169 Roma/
Turin—Strada Berra 15/1, Loc. Tetti Gariglio, 10025 Pino Torinese (TO)/ (11) 840-957
Varese—Via Vol 19, 21013 Gallarate (VA)/ (331) 783-268
FARM COMMUNITY
Fl (Villa Vrnda }J—Via Cc
Val di Pesa (FI) 50026/ (55) 820-054
RESTAURANTS
Milan—Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano/ (2) 862-417
Rome—Govinda's, Via di San Simone 73/A, 00186 Roma/ (6) 654-1973
OTHER COUNTRIES
Amsterdam, Holland—Kpsna Dham, 225 Ruysdaelkade, 1072 AW/ (020) 751 404
Athens, Greece—Poseidonos 27, llioupoli, 16 345/ 1-993-7068
Barcelona, Spain— c/de L'Oblir, 67-08026/ (93) 347-9933
Bergen, Norway—Storhaugen 6, 5000 Bergen/ (05) 29 05 45
Brussels Belgmm—49 rue Marché aux Foulets-1000 Bruxelles/ (02) 513 86 05/04
D Kongens Tvaeruej 11, 2000 Copenhagen £/ (01) 86-85-81
Dl.ldlngen, Switzerland—Im Stillen Tal, CIiSI&‘: Didingen (FR)/ (037) 43-26-98
Géthenburg, Sweden—Hare Krishna Center, Grimmeredsviigen 103.42169 Vistra Frolunda/ 031-290966
Grodinge, Sweden—Korsniis Gard, 140 32 Gradinge/ 0753-29151
He!sinlu Finland—Govinda's, Jitkirinkatu 10D, Helsinki 15/ (065) 0039
H W. Ger y—Kiirfursten Anlage 5 6900 Heidelberg/ 06221-15101
Scptun. Btlg)nm—Chareau de Petit Somme, Septon 5481/ 086-322480
Fric 22, 112 40 Stockholm/ 08-549002
Vienna, Austria—Center for Vedic Studies, Liechtensteinstrasse 23/11, 1090 Vienna/ (0222) 512-98-25
Ziirich, Switzerland—Bergstrasse 54, 8032 Zarich/ (01) 69-32-79
FARM COMMUNITIES
Bavarian Forest (Bayrisher Wald), W. Germany (Nava-Jivada-Nrsimha-Ksetra) —
(contact ISKCON Heidelberg)
Brihuega, Spain (New Vraja Mandala)—(Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ (11) 280018
Jirna, Sweden—Almviks Gird, 15300 Jirna/ (46) 755-52068
Lugano, Switzerland—The Gokula Project, La Fampa, 6981 Sessa (Malcantone) T1/ (091) 73-25-73
Valencay, France (New Mayipur)—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ (54) 40-26-88
1

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide—69 Belair Rd., Kingswood, S.A. 5062 (mail: PO. Box 235, Kingswood)/ (08) 2720488
Brisbane—95 Bank Rmd Graceville, Q.L.D. 4075 (mail: P.O. Box 649, Toowong, Q.L.D. 4066)/ (07) 3791996
Cairns—69 Spence St., Calms, Q.LD. 4870 (mail: PO. Box 5238, Cairns Mail Centre, Q.L.D. 4870)/
(070) 516946
Melbourne— 197 Danks St., Albert Park, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ (03) 699-5122
North Sydney—180 Falcon St., N. Sydney, N.SW. 2060 (mail: G.PO. 2766, Sydney 2001)/ (02) 9261164
Perth— 129 Barrack St., W.A. 6050 (mail: PO, Box 598, W. Perth, W.A. 6005)/ (09) 3289171
Sydney— 112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst, N.S3. 2010 (mail: PO. Box 159, Kings Cross, NSW.
2011)7 (02) 3575162
FARM COMMUNITIES
Colo (Bhaktivedanta Ashram)—Lot 11, Upper Colo Rd., Central Colo, NSW. (mail: P.O. Box 157,
Windsor, N.SW. 2765)/ (045) ?552&1
Murwillumbah (New G *Eungella,” Tyalgum Rd. via Murwillumbah, N.S\W. 2484
[m:ul P.O. Box 687)/ (066) 721903
({New Gaudadesh)—Old Renmark Rd., via Wentworth, NSW. 2648 (mail: PO. Box 1446,
Mildura, Victoria 3500)/ (050} 178116
RESTAURANTS
Adelaide—Govinda's, 79 Hindley St., Adehide, S.A. 5000/ (08) 515258
Me“x)umh’clugmys, First Floor, 123 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ (03) 650 2939
Melb Gopal's, 139 § St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ (03) 650-1578
Sydney—Gopal's, 180 Falcon St., N. Sw:ln:\r. N.SW. 2060/ (02) 926164
Sydney—Govinda's and Govindu's Take- -away (both at ISKCON Sydney)/ (075) 501642
Sydney—Hare Krsna Free Food Centre, 231 Victoria St., King's Cross, NSW. 2011/ (02) 3575162
NEW ZEALAND AND FIJ1
Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan)—Hwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golf Course)
(mall R.D. 2 Kumeu. Aucl:l.nnd)f (9) 4128075
Cl New d—83 Bealey Ave. (mail: PO. Box 25-190 Christchurch)/ (3) 61965
Labasa, Fiji—Delailabasa (mail: Box 133)/ 82916
Lautoka, Fiji—5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ 61-633, ext. 48
Rakira, Fiji—Rewasa (mail: Box 129)/ 94243
Suva, Fijl—PO Box 6376, Nasinu/ 391-282
Wellington, New Zealand—2 Kensington St., (mail: F.O. Box 2753, Wellingron)/ (4) 850876
RESTAURANTS
Auckland, New Zealand—Gopal's, 1st fl., Civic House, 291 Queen St/ (9) 34885
Lautoka, Fiji—Gopal's, Cnr.—Yasawa St. & MNaviti St/ 62990
Suva, Fiji—Cnr.—Pratt St. & Joske St. (opp. Reserve Bank)/ 314154

AFRICA

Abeckuta, Nigeria—Ibadan Rd,, Obantoko, behind NET (mail: PO. Box 5177)
Abidjan, Ivory Coast—01 BP 8366, Abidjan
Accra, Ghana—582 Blk. 20, Odoker, Official Town (mail: P.O. Box 01568, Osu)
Buea, Cameroon—Southwest Province (mail: /o Yuh Laban Nkesah, P and T, VHS]
Cape Town, South Africa—17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ (21) 689 1529
Durban (Natal), 5. Africa—Chatsworth Circle, Chatsworth 4030 (mail: P.O. Box 56003)/ (31) 435-815
Freetown, Sierra Leone—13 Bright St. Brookfields (mail: PO, Box 812, Freetown)
Juhannuburs. South Africa—"Misty Hills," Plot 69, Reitfontein Rd. (mail: PO. Box 723,
Muldersdrife (Tvl.), 1747)/ (11) 666-2716
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Krishna Consciousness

ND THE WORLD

C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Harare, Zimbabwe—46 Crowhill Rd. (mail: PO. Box 2090)/ 8877801
Kitwe, Zambia—3121 Gandhi Close. Buynnlamhd.f‘ 214- I64
Lagos, Nigeria—No. 2 Murtala M
(mail: PO. Box 8793, Lagos)
Mauritius— 123 Sir Guy Forget Ave., Quatre Bornes (mail: PO. Box 108, Quatre Bornes / 46804
Mombasa, Kenya—Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: F.O. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ 312248
Nkawkaw, Ghana—P.0. Box 69, Nkawkaw
Nairobi, Kenya—Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 28946, Nairobi)/ 744365
Port Harcourt, Nigeria—2 Eligbam Rd. {comer of Obana Obhan St.), G.R.A. Il
(mail: P.O. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)
Tokoradi, Ghana—64 Windy Ridge (mail: P.O. Box 328)
Warri, Nigeria—1 Ogunu St., Bendel Housing Estate, Ugborikora (P.O. Box 1922, Warri)/ 053-230-262
FARM COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm)—Beau Bois, Bon Acceuil
RESTAURANT
Durban, 5. Africa—Govinda's (contact ISKCON Durban)

ASIA
INDIA
Agartala, Tripura—Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799001
Ahmcdabad Gu;aﬂl—-.r. Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ 449935
N.H. 8-B, S | (city office: 32 Ananta Nagar, Kalavad Rd.,

Mafalul

ional Airport Exp ¥ u

Rajkor 360 0(}3!
Bangalore, Karnataka—210 Bellary Road, Sadashiva Nagar, 560 080/ 361 539
Baroda, Gujarat—Hare Krishna Land, Gori Rd., 390 015/ 326299
Bhubaneswar, Orissa—National Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/ 53125
Bombay, Maharashtra—Hoare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ 616 860
Calcutta, W. Bengal—3 Albert Rd., 700 017/ 443757
Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ 44634
Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), W. Bengal—Thakur Haridas Sripatbari Sevashram, P.O. Chhaygharia,
PS. Bongaon, Dist. 24 Paragonas
Gauhati, Assam—Post Bag No. 127/ 781 001
Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ 551018
Imphal, Manipur—Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001
Madras, Tamil Nadu—232 Kilpauk Garden Rd., Madras 600 010/ 662286
Mayapur, W. Bengal—Shree Mayipur Chandrodaya Mandir, PO. Shree Mayapur Dham (Dist. Nadia)
Moirang, Manipur—Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd.
Nagpur, Maharashtra—70 Hill Road, Ramnagar, 440 010/ 33513
New Delhi—M-119 Greater Kailash 1, 110 048/ 6412058
Pandharpur, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Astama, across Chandrabhaga River, Dist. Sholapur, 413304
Patna, Bihar—Rajendra Nagar Road No. 12, 800 016/ 50765
Pune, Maharashtra—4 Tarapoor Rd., Camr,, 411001/ 60124 and 64003
Silchar, Assam—Ambikapatti, Silchar, 788004, Cachar Distret
Siliguri, W. Bengal—Subash Pally, Siliguri
Surat, Gujarat—Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, Surat, 395 005/ 84215
Tirupati, A.P.—K.T. Road, Vinayaka Nagar 517 501/ 2285
Trivandrum, Kerala—T.C. 24/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 695 014/ 68197
Vrindavana, U.P.—Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathurd/ 178
FARM COMMUNITIES
dabad, Gujarat—Nir da Seva Ashram, Odhav Rd, (near Octioi Naka), Odhav/ 886382
!\Ilm!dahﬂd Dl"lﬂch GUJarat—ll'm Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact: ISKCON Ahmedabad)
78 Krish Dham, District Gadhachiroli, 442 603
Hyderahad, A.P.—P.O. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Taluc, Hyderabad District, 501 401
Mayapur, W. Bengal— (contact Miyipur)
RESTAURANTS
Bomhay, Mahxras]!l’.ra—(‘m vinda's (at Hare Krishna Land)
Krishna-Bal Mandir Guesth
UI'HER COUNTRIES
Bali, Indonesia—Jalan Sagamona 17, Renon, Denpasar
Bangkok, Thailand— 139, Soi Puttha-Osoth, New Road/ 233-2488
Chittagong, Bangladesh—Caitanya Cultural Society, Sri Pundarik Dham, Mekhala, Hathazari/ 108
(city office and mail: 23 Nandan Kanan, Chittagong)/ 20-2219
Colombo, Sri Lanka— 188 New Chetry St., Colombo 13/ 33325
Hong Kong—27 Chatam Road South, 6/F, Kowloon/ 3-7396818
Jakarta, Ind ia— Yayasan Kesad Krsna Ind ia, JL. Kamboja 10-12, Tomang Raya/ 599 301
Kathmandu, Nepal—Vishnu Gaun Panchayar Ward No. 2, Budhanilkantha! 4-10368
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia—Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,
Pemling/ 730172
Manila, Philippines— 170 R. Femandez, San Juan, Metro Manila/ 707410
Taipei, Taiwan—(mail: /o ISKCON Hong Kong)
Tehran, Iran—Keshavarz-Dehkedeh Ave., Kamran St. No. 58/ 658870
Tel Aviv, Israel—[17 B] Gordon St., PO. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480/ 03-238-239
Tokyo, Japan—2-41-12 lzumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo TI168/ (3) 327-1541
FARM COMMUNITY
Cebu, Philippines (Hare Krishna Paradise)—231 Pagsabunga
RESTAURANT
Cebu, Philippines—Govinda's, 26 Sanchiangko St.

LATIN AMERICA
BRAZIL
Belém, PA—Av. Geniil Bintencourr, 1002 (enme Generalissimo e Quintino Bocaidva)/ (091) 222-1886
Belo Horizante, MG—Av. Gennilio Vargas, 167, Funciondrios” (031) 223-2776
Brasilia, DF—HIGS 706-Bloco C, Casa 29/ (061) 242-7579
Campo Grande, MS—Rua Carlos Chagas, 32-Caicara
Campos, RJ—Av. Bezamath, 35, Pq. California
Curitiba, PR—Av. 7 de Setembro, 1594, Alto da Rua 15/ (041) 264-6634

Ah

Rd., Basak, Mand

City/ 83254

Floriandpolis, SC—Rua Duarte Schutel, 61-Centro
Fortaleza, CE—Rua José Laurengo, 2114, Aldeota/ (085) 244-7068
Goiania, GO—Rua 88-C, No. 2-Setor Sul/ (062) 241-7492
Manaus, AM—Rua dos Andradas, 465, Centro/ (092) 233-3709
Porto Alegre, RS—Rua Dr. Thimoteo, 753-Moinhos de Vento
Ribeirdo Preto, SP—Rua Cerqueira Cesar, 480, Centro
Rio de Janeiro, R]—Ladeira da Gléria, 98, Glérin/ (021) 285-5643
Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adorno, 17, Broms/ (071) 244-1072
Santos, SP—Rua Nabuco de Amdjo, 151-Embaré/ (0132) 21-3596
Sao Jose dos Campos, SP—Rua Parand, 266-Vila Maria
Sio Paulo, SP—Rua Bom Pastor, 798, Ipiranga (mail: C. P. 4855)/ (011) 63-1674
Sio Paulo, SP (Centro Cultural)—Rua Itavurd, 269-Indianapolis
Sorocaba, SP—Rua Cefario Motta, 130, Centro
Vitéria, ES—Rua Chafic Murad, 218, Praia do Sot/ (027) 227-9860
FARM COMMUNITIES
Caruaru, Pernambuco—Diswito de Murici (mail: Rua do Norre, 61, Sala 3, Centra)
Pindamonhangaba, SP {New Gokula)—Bairro Riberao Grande (mail: Caixa Postal 108,
CEP 12.400)/ (0122) 42-5002
RESTAURANT
Belém, Pard ($r1 Krsna Prasada)—Av. Gentil Bittencourt, Passagem Mac Dowell, 96 (entre Dr. Morais
e Benjamin Constant/ (091) 2221886
MEXICO
Guadalajara—Pedro Moreno 1791, Sector Ju'lrc Jalisco/ 26-12-78
Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miquel Chapultepec, Mexico, DLE. 18/ (905) 271-0132
Mexico City—Govinda's Cultural Center, Insurgentes Sur 2384-1, Mexico City 01000 D.E/ 548-9323
Monterrey—Zaragoza 1007, nte. Zona centro, 74-69-76
Morelia—Ticateme No. 52 pte., Col. Selix Ireta 58070, Morelia, Mich.
Vera Cruz—Calle 3, Carebelas No. 784, Fraccionamienito Reforma/’ 50759
FARM COMMUNITY
Tulacingo, Hidalgo (Nueva Gauda-Mandala Bhami)—(contact ISKCON Mexico City)
PERU
Arequipa—]Jerusalen 402/ 229523
Cuzco—San Juan de Dios 285/ 222353
Lima—Pasaje Solea 101 Santa Maria-Chosica/ 910891
Lima—Schell 615 Miraflores
Trujillo—Bolivar 738/ 259523

FARM COMMUNITY

Hare Krishna-Correo De Bella Vista—DPTO De San Martin

RESTAURANTS
Arequipa—(at ISKCON Arequipa)
Cuzco—FEspideros 128
Lima—Schell 634 Miraflores
OTHER COUNTRIES
Bogota, Colombia—Calle 78, #42-05/ 2158412
Buenos Aires, Argentina—Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054, (1431)
Cali, Colombia—Avenida 9 Norte, 17-33/ 621688
Caracas, Venezuela—Prolongacion Ave. Las Palmas, Calle Capriles, Quinta Pollita/ 782-1939
Christ Church, Barbados—3! Goodland Park/ (809) 42-84209
Cochabamba, Bolivia—P.O. Box 3988/ 46441
Concepcidn, Chile—Nongiien, 5858/ 23150
Cérdoba, Argentina—Montevideo 950, Paso de los Andes/ (051) 262229
Crat d Creek, Guy Grant 1803, Sec. D, Corentyne, Berbice
Cuenca, Ecuador—Pje. Paucarabamba & Gral. Veintimilla Barrio-las-Chirimollas’ (07) 82-93-58
Gc:orgm‘own. Gu}nna—’*i Ulirvluge Front, West Coast Demerara
G la—Apartado Postal 1534
Guayaquil, Ea:undnr—\"ch:z 1915 (berween Carchi & Tulean)/ 36-16-47
La Paz, Bolivia—Calle 16 Obrajes 460 {mail: P.O. Box 10278}/ 783556
Medellin, Colombia—Calle 56 (Bolivia), Parque de Bolivar
Montevideo, Uruguay—FPablo de Maria 1427
Panama, Republic of Panama—Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA No. 10
(mail: P.O. Box 6-29-54, Panama)/ 31-2057
Quito, Ecuador—Carron 641 Amazones/ 520466
Rosario, Argentia—Centro Bhaktivedanm, Corrientes 925, Rosario 2000
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—P.O. Box 4920/ 40146 (31571)
San Jose, Costa Rica—Centro Cultural Govinda, 235 mers. norte del Banco Anglo, San Pedro
(mail: .-\pdn 166, 1002)/ 34-1218
San Salvador, El Salvador—Avenida Uni in 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Americana, S.1n Salvador (mail: PO. Box 1506)/ 25-96-17
Santiago, Chlle—M'\nue! Carvallo 771, Nunoa/ 392734
Santo Domi Republic—Calle Cayetano Rodriquez No. 254
Trinidad and Tohago. West lnd:e&—l’mbhupada Ave., Longdenville, Chaguanas
FARM COMMUNITIES
Buenos Aires, Argentina (Bhaktilata Puri) — (contact Centro Bhakrivedanta, Buenos Aires)
Guayaquil, Ecuador (Nuevo Nilacala)—(contact ISKCON Guayaquil)
Guyana—Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice
San Jose, Costa Rica—Granja Nueva Goloka Vrindavana, Carretera a Paraiso, de la entrada del Jardin
L:\r‘lc;ssl’:l (por Calle Concava), 200 metros as sur (mano derecha), Cartago (mail: Apdo. 166, 1002)/
51-6752
San Salvador, El Salvador—Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zaporitin,
Dpro. de La Liberad
RESTAURANTS
Cuenca, Ecuador—Govinda's, Annexo Horel, Crespo
Guatemala, Guatemala—Callejor Santandes a una cuadra abajo de Guarel, Panajachel Solola
Guayaquil, Ecuador—Govinda's (contact ISKCON Guayaquil)
La Paz, Bolivia—Restaurant Manjari, Calle Porosi 1315, esq. Colén
San Salvador, El Salvador—25 Avenida Norre 1132
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—Resturant Govinda's, Calle Florida 594, esq. Cafoto
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—Snack Govinda, Av. Argomosa (1° anillo), esq. Bolivar
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The only “prisoner of conscience”
to die in a Soviet labor camp
last year, Sacisuta dasa had led a
life of heroic service to Krsna.

by SANNYASA DASA

At the time of Sacisiita’s arrest, the KGB took
the photos at right after having him pose with
the incriminating evidence: his Bhagavad-gita
and hisaltar. Above, theauthor, Sannyasa dasa.

Sannyasa dasa (Suren Karapetyan), a So-
viet devotee of Krsna, wrote the following
short biography in memory of his heroic God-
brotherwho died last December in a Soviet la-
bor camp in Siberia. Sannyasa dasa was
himself recently released from a psychiatric
hospital in Soviet Armenia, where he had
been suffering severe persecution because of
his participation in the Hare Krsna move-
ment. He is one of the main devotees re-
sponsible for the printing of many thousands
of Srila Prabhupada’s books in Russian and
Armenian within the USSR. The Hare Krsna
devotees in the USSR have earned distinction
because of their courageous preaching. Here
is an account of one very special Soviet devo-
tee by another.
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first met Sacisata dasa (Sarkis Ogad-

zhanyan)inJanuary 1985.1 had pneu-
monia then, and for that reason I was
living at Kamalamala’s home. Sacistta
and Sarvabhavana (Gagik Buniatyan)
came for the first time then. They had
heard about Krsna consciousness from
some impersonalists, and Kamalamala
was preaching to them about deep philo-
sophical matters—not the kinds of things
we would usually speak to newcomers
about. The two young men listened to

Kamalamala with great attention, with-
out saying anything. I thought that they
would not understand him, but I was
wrong. Although they appeared very seri-
ous and did not express their joy, they
demonstrated itin another way: they gave
up smoking hashish that same day.
Sacisata and Sarvabhavana had been
classmates in high school and were inti-
mate friends. Before meeting the devotees,
they had learned a little Indian philoso-
phy. They were aware of the principle of
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ahirisa (nonviolence) and were vegetari-
ans. After graduating from high school,
they were sent to the army. In the army it
was very difficult not to eat meat, but they
were determined. They even suffered per-
secution for being vegetarians. Sacisita
was regularly beaten by soldiers and
officers.

Sacisata would speak very little. One
might get the impression that he had no
emotion. But he was relishing deeper,
spiritual emotions. He was so attached to

Krsna that he would constantly chant the
holy name of the Lord. I had never seen
such a person before; I had only read
about such devotees in Caitanya-
caritamrita. 1 never saw Sacisata idle. He
was always serving his spiritual master
and Krsna. If he was not engaged in pro-
ducing and distributing books, he would
wash the floor or the pots and dishes.
Whatever Sacisita did, he did very con-
scientiously. He would always chant
while doing his service. After the devotees

took prasadam, it wasusual foreveryoneto
sit down and relax. Sacisita, however,
would immediately get up and wash all
the plates. He would never allow anyone
towash hisplate. He took great pleasurein
serving the devotees.

Once I was going to wash my pants and
had putthem into a bucket of water.I went
to another room for five minutes, and
when I returned I found that my pants had
been washed and hung up to dry. When I
asked Sacisuta why he had washed my
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pants, he said nothing and simply smiled.

Sacisita always took prasadam with
great pleasure and respect. Kamalamala,
asifhe could predictthe future, would give
Sacisata huge quantities of prasadam. Tt
would even sometimes fall off the plate.
Kamalamala would say, “Please take pra-
sadam, dear Sarkis. Eatit when we have it.
Tough times may come—we may be in
prison with nothing to eat.”

Sacisuta’s favorite activity was distrib-
uting Srila Prabhupada’s books. He dis-
tributed more than any other devotee in
the USSR. He would go outevery morning
with one hundred books and would return
in the evening and place whatever money
he had collected on the altar. To distribute
books was very dangerous then, especially
in Armenia. The KGB would follow us at
every step.

I do not know if it was good or bad, but
Sacisata was never careful. He just did not
know how to be careful. He was com-
pletely open when he distributed books. It
was as if he were unaware of which coun-
try he was living in. Therefore, it became
routine for the KGB agents to catch
Sacisita distributing books. Each time
they would let him free, but under the con-
dition that he would not distribute books
again. When they caught him for the
fourth time, Sacista was carrying seventy
of Srila Prabhupada’s books. The KGB
said, “Sarkis, it is you again!” Sacisata
acted as if he had never been caught be-
fore and said, “What’s the matter? Did1do
something wrong?” Again they let him go.

Sacisiita, Sarvabhavana, and Advaita
Acarya were concerned that while many
books had been distributed in Yerevan
(the capital of Armenia), not so many had
been distributed in other cities of the So-
viet Union. Therefore, they took several
hundred books and went to Russia.

In the city of Pyatigorsk, Sacisuta was
again caught. He was charged with illegal
distribution of literature and was putinto
a local jail. He did not have any docu-
ments with him, and when the police
asked his name and address heinvented a
new identity. The police sentan inquiry to
Yerevan to find out about the name and
address Sacisata had given them. Of
course, they found there was no such per-
son and no such address. They asked him
asecond time, and he again concocted an
identity. He was sure that if they discov-
ered how many times he had been ar-
rested for distributing books, they would
certainly prosecute him.

Sacisiita was in this jail for eleven days.
He ate nothing. He only prayed to Krsna
for help. On the eleventh day of his stay in
jail, the local authorities decided to move
all the prisoners to another location.
Along with several other prisoners and
guarded by two militia men, he began
walking to the new jail. On the way, one
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prisoner asked to drink water from a
spring, and one militia man went with
him. Some of the other prisoners, along
with Sacisata, began to run in different di-
rections. Because the second militia man
had to guard the rest of the prisoners, he
couldn’t follow those who were escaping,.
Sacisnta escaped very easily.

The railway station was not far away.
Sacisata was lucky because the Moscow-
Yerevan train was standing at the station.
He did not have much strength because of
noteating forsolong. He climbed onto the
carand asked the conductorifhe could go
to Yerevan without paying. The conduc-
tor kicked him off the train. He got onto
another car withoutbeing noticed by any-
body and hid up on a luggage rack all the
way to Yerevan.

This whole time we were greatly worried
about Sacista, and finally he appeared,
skinny and weak.

GB agents of-

fered the devo-
tees freedom if
they would reject
Krsna conscious-
ness. If they would
not, they would be
sent to Siberia,
where they would
be imprisoned un-
til the last day of
their sentence.

In January 1986, Sacisata, along with
Sarvabhavana and Advaita Acarya, was
again arrested. Sacisata’s situation was
very difficult. The prison administration
would arrange for other prisoners to ha-
rass him and beat him. All day Sacisata
would sit under a blanket and chant. His
diet consisted of only four hundred grams
ofbread each day, and the bread was often
inedible.

Kamalamala, Atmananda, and'1 had
been arrested in November 1985, and in
March 1986 we met Sacisiita and the other
two devotees at the Yerevan Sovetashen
Psychiatric Hospital. They told us every-
thing about their life in prison. Their trial
was just a joke. There were no witnesses or
victims. They had not said anythingto de-
fend themselves at the trial because they
sawthat it was futile. Everything had been
arranged, like a drama on a stage.

Sacisita was sentenced to two years,

Sarvabhavana was also sentenced to two
years, and Advaita Acirya was sentenced
to three years because of a prior arrest.
After the trial, KGB agents offered them
freedom if they would reject Krsna con-
sciousness; otherwise, the KGB prom-
ised, they would be sent to Siberia, where
they would be imprisoned until the last
day of their sentence. There would be no
chance of an early release or a probation.
Of course, itwas out of the question for the
devotees to reject Krsna, and the KGB
sent them to Siberia.

Before they went to Siberia, the chief of
the prison in Yerevan called Sacisita to
his office for a discussion. The chief,
whose name is Kazaryan, spoke to Saci-
sata for hours about atheistic philosophy,
trying to convince him that the soul and
God did notexist. Sacisata keptsilentfora
long time, and the chief thought that he
was creating some doubt in Sacisata’s
mind. Finally, Kazaryan asked him what
he thought, and Sacisata answered, “Yes,
there is a soul, and fulfilling the needs of
the soul is more important than fulfilling
the needs of the body. The purpose of life
is to surrender to God.” Kazaryan was ex-
asperated with Sacisita and concluded
that it was useless to try to convert him.

Sacisata sent us letters from the labor
camp in Siberia. He said it was very diffi-
cultforhimto associate with the criminals
imprisoned with him. In aletter dated Oc-
tober 1, 1987, he said, “What can I tell you
about myself? I still chant sixteen rounds
and follow the four regulative principles,
butI do not think I can consider myself a
disciple of my guru. In this tuberculosis
hospital my consciousness has become
very polluted and I commit many mis-
takes. . . . As for my health, itis difficult to
breathe, and my stomach hurts.”

In his last letter Sacisata said, “Dear
Prana dasa, I will be released on the 23rd
of January, 1988.1 doubt that I will be able
to return to Yerevan by myself. It would be
nice if someone could come to meet me.
Please tell Haridasa Thakura dasa and
Nityananda Rama dasa to kindly come
and take me back to Armenia. Please
come and take me. Itis really important if
someone has the time to please come to
take me home. Your little brother, Sarkis.”

Sacisuta passed away on December 26,
1987, less than one month before his
scheduled release from the labor camp.

The KGB many times offered Sacisata
freedom in exchange for even formal re-
jection of Krsna consciousness, but he
could never compromise, even formally.
In his life there was nothing more valu-
able than Krsna consciousness. He knew
that being in the labor camp was danger-
ous for him, yet he preferred to remain
there rather than to reject Krsna. Sacisita
dasawas willingtosacrifice everything for
Krsna—even his very life.
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Govinda’s Restaurant

Opens in
Philadelphia

Philadelphia—Devotees from the
ISKCON temple here recently
opened Govinda’s Restaurant in
the heart of the city’s nightlife
district. Located on famous South
Street, next door to one of the
largest and most popular New Age
bookstores in the eastern United
States, Govinda'’s is likely to
become the most prominent vege-
tarian restaurant in the
Philadelphia area.

Head chef Ramanatha-Suka
dasa, who has many years of expe-
rience cooking not only at Hare
Krsna temples but also at the Los
Angeles Govinda’s Restaurant and
at the Higher Taste in San
Francisco, says, “We have the best
location we could want in this city,
and our clientele is steadily in-
creasing. We're especially pleased
by the favorable comments we’ve
gotten from the professional people
who are choosing Govinda's as
their lunch spot.”
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Patrons to Govinda’s serve them-
selves at a buffet whose fare in-
cludes a variety of international
vegetarian cuisine, all offered to
Krsna. In accordance with Srila
Prabhupada’s directions for Hare
Krsna restaurants, diners get all
they can eat for one price.

Indian Ambassador
Visits Dallas Temple

Dallas, Texas—The Honorable
Pratap Kishan Kaul, Indian am-
bassador to the United States, re-
cently visited the Hare Krsna cen-
ter here. During his two-hour visit,
he appreciated Kalachandji’s Res-
taurant and the magnificent temple
of Sri $ri Radha-Kalachandaji,
known here as “the Palace.” He
also toured Prabhupada’s Memo-
rial Room and a large sanctuary
being renovated by the local
Indian community.

ISKCON life member Dr. P. N.
Misra, who presented a copy of
Bhagavad-gita As It Is to Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi and his wife

|
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Prospective patrons look over the menu at Govinda's Restaurant in Philadelphia.

during their visit to Houston in
1985, coordinated the visit.

NEWS BRIEFS

Vegetarian Times magazine recent-
ly reviewed ISKCON's women'’s
shelter in Philadelphia, describing
it as a unique welfare institution
because it is the only vegetarian
shelter in the United States. The
article explains that “because of the
presence of children, the shelter's
vegetarian menu had to be ap-
proved by the city, and it passed
with flying colors.”

ISKCON Miami Beach’s newly
renovated Govinda's Restaurant was
recently reviewed by Miami Herald
staff writer Irene Lacher, who espe-
cially appreciated the salad bar,
saying it was “one of the better one’s
we've seen.” The restaurant serves
Indian, Italian, and American
prasadam (vegetarian food offered
to Lord Krsna).

Chanting Hare Krsna devotees in
Moscow help set the theme for a
new Soviet film, Is It Easy To Be
Young? The film documents the
youth movement now sweeping the
Soviet Union. Flashing between a
Soviet rock concert, a courtroom, a
military training camp, and a Hare
Krsna temple, the film explores how
young people deal with negative as-
pects of Soviet life. It includes
scenes of devotees chanting
congregationally, worshiping, chant-
ing on their beads, and explaining
the philosophy of Krsna conscious-
ness. At least seventeen million
people have already seen the film.

The Dallas Morning News recently
ran a cover story about Sunanda
dasa, head chef at Kalachandji's
Restaurant at the Dallas Hare
Krsna temple. A large color photo
of Sunanda sitting in the temple
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appeared on the front page of the
paper’s Sunday “Food” section.
The article describes Sunanda’s
cooking experience in ISKCON
and commends his unique style of
Indian cooking. Largely because of
Sunanda’s expertise, Kalachandji’s
is a highly rated restaurant in the
Dallas area.

Yudhisthira dasa and Jayanti-
devi dasi were recently invited to
participate in a Religious Task
Force for the Dallas Independent
School District. Topics to be
discussed by the Task Force in-
clude school prayer and First
Amendment rights. Baptists,
Catholics, Jews, Lutherans, Mus-
lims, and the Dallas-Fort Worth
Hindu Society are among the other
groups participating.

L]

Navayogendra Swami recently
presented a copy of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s Bhagavad-gita As It Is and a
large photograph of Lord Krsna to
His Excellency Jag Mohan
Malhotra, governor of the Indian
state of Jammu and Kashmir.
Navayogendra Swami, who is
spending five months traveling and
preaching in this remote Indian
state, spoke with the governor
about the philosophy of Krsna con-
sciousness and the work of the
Hare Krsna movement around the
world.

RESOURCES

Read the history of the appearance
of Lord Jagannatha, reenacted in
Jagannatha-priya Natakam, a
moving drama written by Tamala
Krishna Goswami, which, although
written in English, conforms to the
rules of Sanskrit classical drama.
For your copy write or call The
Festival of India, P.O. Box 801,
Spanish Fork, Utah 84660/ (801)
798-3559. Cost is $11.95, postpaid.

Hear the message of Krsna

directly from His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, founder-acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness. Srila Prabhupada’s
lectures, interviews, and conver-
sations are available on more than
seven hundred audiocassettes. Also
available, on microfilm: all his let-
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ters, as well as transcriptions of all
his recorded lectures. For a catalog,
send $5 to the Bhaktivedanta Ar-
chives, P.O. Box 34453, Los
Angeles, CA 90034.

Festivals & Calendar

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritu-
al calendar that divides the year into twelve
months, each named for a different form of
Krsna. The devotees at the Hare Krsna
center nearest you will gladly tell you more
about the meaning of the festivals listed
here.

Month of Purusottama
(May 16-June 14)

June 10—Parama Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

Month of Trivikrama
(Second Half)
(June 15-June 29)

June 24—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Baladeva Vidyabhuasana, a famous
spiritual master in the Gaudiya Vaisnava
sampraddya (disciplic succession)and
the author of Govinda Bhasya, an impor-
tant commentary on the Vedanta-sdtra.
Appearanceanniversaryof Srimati Ganga-
mata Gosvamini, a famous woman spiri-
tual master in the Gaudiya Vaisnava
sampradaya.

June 26—Pandava-nirjala Ekadasi. Fast-
ing from grains and beans.

June 27—Srila Raghunatha dasa Go-
svami's chipped-rice-and-yogurt festival
at Panihati.

June 29—Snana-yatra, the bathing festi-
val of Lord Jagannatha. Disappearance
anniversaries of Srila Mukunda Datta and
Srila Sridhara Pandita, two great devotees
of Lord Caitanya.

Month of Vamana
(June 30-July 29)

July 9—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Srivasa Pandita, one of the principal
associates of Lord Caitanya.

July 10—Yogini Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

July 13—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Gadadhara Pandita, one of the prin-
cipal associates of Lord Caitanya. Also,
disappearance anniversary of Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura. Fasting till noon.

Enjoy the writings of Satsvarupa dasa
Goswami, the author of a six-
volume biography of Srila Prabhu-
pada. He continues to produce
essays, poems, and other writings
for everyone interested in Krsna
consciousness. For a list of publica-
tions, write The Gita-nagari Press,
P.O. Box 12380, Philadelphia,

PA 19119.

Now your television can bring you
closer to Krsna. Videocassettes from
ITV (ISKCON Television) bring the
spiritual vision of Krsna into your
home.

See the pastimes of Lord Krsna
and Lord Rama. . . . Visit the
centers of the Hare Krsna move-
ment around the world. . . . Attend
classes given by Srila Prabhu-
pada himself. . . . Relish the life
story of Srila Prabhupada in Your
Ever Well-Wisher.

Almost 100 shows to choose
from. Top-quality, low-priced
videocassettes. Available in %-inch,
%-inch, NTSC (American), and
PAL (overseas).

For a full catalog, send $1.00 to
ITV, 3812 Bagley Avenue, Culver
City, CA 90232,

Help produce artistic translations
of Srila Prabhupada’s books. The
Cultural Institute for Vedic Arts
will be producing picture books
and comic-book classics of Srila
Prabhupada’s books, as well as
arranging exhibitions of transcen-
dental art. If you're interested in
these projects, register now for
training in any of the media
involved. Write to Yadurani-devi
dasi, 2445 Collins Ave., Miami
Beach, FL 33140, or call (305)
532-5042.

Listen to transcendental dramatic
narration of stories about avataras
and saints, recorded by Amala-
bhakta dasa with musical accompa-
niment, on audiocassette—an
excellent way to develop spiritual
awareness while walking, working,
housekeeping, exercising, or just
relaxing. For a free catalog, write to
Krishna Productions, 3305 Cardiff
Ave., Dept. BTG, Los Angeles, CA
90034, or call (213) §838-4474.

Note to subscribers. Planning to
move? Let us know when and
where so we can keep your BACKTO
GODHEAD coming without break.
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SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

S‘ﬁmad-Bhdgavatam is the “cream of the Vedic literatures” of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The original
Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-4carya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: ‘“The Status Quo”

CHAPTER NINETEEN
The Killing of the Demon Hiranyaksa

In this i of our continuing prese of Stimad-Bhagavatam,
the sage Maitreya describes to Vidura, a great devotee of the Lord, how Lord
Visnu in His boar incarnation killed the powerful demon Hiranyaksa.

TEXT 20
fire: sTme AMEYEESAY |
fevaaat g AR g IR

girayah pratyadrsyania
nandyudha-muco 'nagha

dig-vasaso yatudhanyah
silinyo mukta-miardhajah

gim)rﬂ{l—mnumains: pratyadrsyanta—appeared; ndnd—various;
dyudha—weapons; mucah—discharging: anagha—O sinless Vidura;
dik-vasasah—naked; ydtudhanyah—demonesses; silinyah—armed with
tridents; mukta—hanging loose; mardhajah —hair.

TRANSLATION

O sinless Vidura, mountains discharged weapons of various
kinds, and naked demonesses armed with tridents appeared with
their hair hanging loose.

TEXT 21
gt owEEEt: |
st e aisfEaE: 128

bahubhir yaksa-raksobhih
patty-asva-ratha-kunjaraih
datatayibhir utsrsta
himsrd vdco 'tivaisasdh

bahubhih—by many; yaksa-raksobhih—Yaksas and Raksasas; patti—
marching on foot; asva—on horses; ratha—on chariots; kunjaraih—or
on elephants; atatayibhih—ruffians; utsrsth—were uttered; himsrah—
cruel; vicah—words; ati-vaisasdh—murderous.

TRANSLATION

Cruel and savage slogans were uttered by hosts of ruffian Yaksas
and Riksasas, who all either marched on foot or rode on horses,
elephants or chariots.

TEXT 22
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praduskrtanarn mayandam
dsurindrm vindsayal

sudarsandstram bhagavan
prayurikta dayitam tri-pat
praduskrtanam—displayed; mayanam—the magical forces; asuri-
nam—displayed by the demon: vindsayat—desiring to destroy; su-
darsana-astram—the Sudariana weapon; bhagavin—the Supreme
Personality of Godhead; prayunkta—threw; dayitam—beloved; tri-
pat—the enjoyer of all sacrifices.

TRANSLATION

The Lord, the personal enjoyer of all sacrifices, now discharged
His beloved Sudarsana, which was capable of dispersing the magi-
cal forces displayed by the demon.

PURPORT

Even famous yogis and demons can sometimes enact very magical
feats by their mystic power, but in the presence of the Sudarsana cakra,
when it is let loose by the Lord, all such magical jugglery is dispersed.
The instance of the quarrel between Durvasa Muni and Maharaja Am-
bariga is a practical example in this matter. Durvasa Muni wanted to dis-
play many magical wonders, but when the Sudaréana cakra appeared,
Durvasi himself was afraid and fled to various planets for his personal
protection. The Lord is described here as tri-pat, which means that He is
the enjoyer of three kinds of sacrifices. In Bhagavad-gita the Lord con-
firms that He is the beneficiary and enjoyer of all sacrifices, penances and
austerities. The Lord is the enjoyer of three kinds of yajia. As further
described in Bhagavad-gita, there are sacrifices of goods, sacrifices of
meditation and sacrifices of philosophical speculation. Those on the paths
of jidna, yoga and karma all have to come in the end to the Supreme
Lord because vasudevah sarvam iti—the Supreme Lord is the ultimate
enjoyer of everything. That is the perfection of all sacrifice.

TEXT 23
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tada diteh samabhavat
sahasa hrdi vepathuh

smarantya bhartur ddesam
standc casrk prasusruve

tadd—at that moment; diteh—of Diti; samabhavat—occurred;
sahasda—suddenly; hrdi—in the heart; vepathuh—a shudder; smaran-
tyah—recalling; bhartuh—of her husband, Kadyapa; adesam—the
words; standt—from her breast; ca—and; asrk—blood; prasusruve—
flowed.
TRANSLATION

At that very moment, a shudder suddenly ran through the heart
of Diti, the mother of Hiranydksa. She recalled the words of her
husband, Kagyapa, and blood flowed from her breasts.

PURPORT

At Hiranydksa's last moment, his mother, Diti, remembered what her
husband had said. Although her sons would be demons, they would have
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the advantage of being killed by the Personality of Godhead Himself. She
remembered this incident by the grace of the Lord, and her hreasts
flowed blood instead of milk. In many instances we find that when a
mother is moved by affection for her sons, milk flows from her breasts.
In the case of the demon’s mother, the blood could not transform into
milk, but it flowed down her breasts as it was. Blood transforms into
milk. To drink milk is auspicious, but to drink blood is inauspicious, al-
though they are one and the same thing. This formula is applicable in the
case of cow’s milk also.

TEXT 24
fameg @ A Fa |
TEEAWISE  TAsatEd afd: 1k

vinastdsu sva-maydsu
bhiyas cavrajya kesavam
rusopagihamdno ‘mum
dadrse 'vasthitarms bahih
—when dispelled; sva-mdydsu—his magic forces; bhi-
yah—again; ca—and; dvrajya—after coming into the presence;
kesavam—the Supreme Personality of Godhead; rusd—full of rage;
upagihamdnah—embracing; amum—the Lord; dadrse—saw; avasthi-
tam—standing; bahih—outside.

TRANSLATION
When the demon saw his magic forces dispelled, he once again
came into the presence of the Personality of Godhead, Kesava,
and, full of rage, tried to embrace Him within his arms to crush
Him. But to his great amazement he found the Lord standing out-
side the circle of his arms.

PURPORT

In this verse the Lord is addressed as Kefava because He killed the
demon Kei in the beginning of creation. Kesava is also a name of Krsna.
Krgna is the origin of all incarnations, and it is confirmed in Brahma-
sarnhita that Govinda, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the cause of
all causes, exists simultaneously in His different incarnations and expan-
sions. The demon’s attempt to measure the Supreme Personality of God-
head is significant. The demon wanted to embrace Him with his arms,
thinking that with his limited arms he could capture the Absolute by ma-
terial power. He did not know that God is the greatest of the great and
the smallest of the small. No one can capture the Supreme Lord or bring
Him under his control. But the demoniac person alwaye attempts to
measure the length and breadth of the Supreme Lord. By His inconceiv-
able potency the Lord can become the universal form, as explained in
Bhagavad-gita, and at the same time He can remain within the box of
His devotees as their worshipable Deity. There are many devotees who
keep a statue of the Lord in a small box and carry it with them every-
where; every morning they worship the Lord in the box. The Supreme
Lord, Kesava, or the Personality of Godhead, Krsna, is not bound by any
measurement of our calculation. He can remain with His devotee in any
suitable form, yet He is unapproachable by any amount of demoniac
activities.

TEXT 25
4 geffifes  soicgs: |
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tar, mustibhir vinigh
vajra-sdrair adhoksajah

karena karna-mile ‘han
yathd tvdstrar marut-patih

tam—Hiranyaksa: mustibhih—with his fists: vinighnantam —strik-
ings vajra-saraih—as hard as a thunderholt; adhoksajah—Lord Adhok-
saja; karena—with the hand; karna-miile—at the root of the ear;
akan—struck; yathd—as; tvasfram—the demon Vytra (son of Tvastd);
marut-patih—Indra (lord of the Maruts).

TRANSLATION
The demon now began to strike the Lord with his hard fists, but
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Lord Adhoksaja slapped him in the root of the ear, even as Indra,
the lord of the Maruts, hit the demon Vrira.

PURPORT
The Lord is explained here to be adhoksaja, beyond the reach of all
material calculation. 4ksaja means *‘the ement of our i
and adhoksaja means “that which is beyond the measurement of our
genses.”

TEXT 26
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sa ahato visva-jitd hy avajiaya
paribhramad-gdtra udasta-locanah

visirna-bahv-anghri-siroruho ‘patad
yatha nagendro lulito nabhasvata

sah—he; dhatah—having been struck; visva-jiti—by the Supreme
Personality of Godhead; hi—though; avejiaya—indifferently: pari-
bhramat—wheeling; gdtrah—body; udasta—bulged out; locanah—
eyes; visirna—broken; bdhu—arms; anghri—legs; sirah-ruhah—hair;
apatat—fell down; yatha—like; naga-indrah—a gigantic tree; luli-
tah—uprooted; nabhasvatd—by the wind.

TRANSLATION
Though struck indifferently by the Lord, the conqueror of all,
the demon’s body began to wheel. His eyeballs bulged out of their
sockets. His arms and legs broken and the hair on his head scat-
tered, he fell down dead, like a gigantic tree uprooted by the wind.

PURPORT

It does not take even a moment for the Lord to kill any powerful
demon, including Hiranyiksa. The Lord could have killed him long
before, but He allowed the demon to display the full extent of his magical
feats. One may know that by magical feats, by scientific advancement of
knowledge or by material power one cannot become the equal of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. His one signal is sufficient to destroy
all our attempts. His inconceivable power, as displayed here, is so strong
that the demon, despite all his demoniac maneuvers, was killed by the
Lord when the Lord desired, simply by one slap.

TEXT 27
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ksitau saydnari tam akuntha-varcasari
kardla-damstran paridasta-dacchadam
ajadayo viksya Sasamsur dgatd
aho imari ko nu labheta samsthitim

ksitau—on the ground; saydnam—lying; tam—Hiranyiksa; akun-
tha—unfaded; varcasam—glow; karala—fearful; darstram—teeth;
paridasta—bitten; dat-chadam—lip; aja-ddayah—Brahma and others;
viksya—having seen; Sasamisuli—admiringly said; dgatdh—arrived;
aho—oh; imam—this; kah—who; nu—indeed; labheta—could meet;
samsthitim—death,

TRANSLATION

Aja [Brahmi] and others arrived on the spot to see the fearfully
tusked demon lying on the ground, biting his lip. The glow of his
face was yet unfaded, and Brahma admiringly said: Oh, who could
meet such blessed death?



PURPORT

Although the demon was dead, his bodily luster was unfaded. This is
very peculiar because when a man or animal is dead, the body im-
mediately becomes pale, the luster gradually fades, and decomposition
takes place. But here, although Hiranydksa lay dead, his bodily luster
was unfaded because the Lord, the Supreme Spirit, was touching his
body. One’s bodily luster remains fresh only as long as the spirit soul is
present. Although the demon’s soul had departed his body, the Supreme
Spirit touched the body, and therefore his bodily luster did not fade. The
individual soul is different from the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
One who sees the Supreme Personality of Godhead when he quits his
body is certainly very fortunate, and therefore personalities like Brahma
and the other demigods eulogized the death of the demon.

TEXT 28
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yari yogino yoga-samadhing raho
dhydyanti lingad asato mumuksayd
tasyaisa daitya-rsabhah paddhato
mukhar prapasyams tanum utsasarja ha

yam—whom; yoginah—the yogis; yoga-samddhind—in mystic
trance: rahah—in seclusion; dhydyanti—meditate upon; lingdat—from
the body; asatah—unreal; mumuksayd—seeking freedom;: tasya—of
Him; esah—this; daitya—son of Diti; rsabhah—the crest jewel; pada—
by a foot; dhatah—struck; mukham—countenance; prapasyan—while
gaszing on; tanum—the body; utsasarja—he cast off; ha—indeed.

TRANSLATION

Brahmi continued: He was struck by a forefoot of the Lord,
whom yogis, seeking freedom from their unreal material bodies,
meditate upon in seclusion in mystic trance. While gazing on His
countenance, this crest jewel of Diti’s sons has cast off his mortal
coil,

PURPORT

The process of yoga is very clearly described in this verse of Srimad-
Bhagavatam. It is said here that the ultimate end of the yogis and
mystics who perform meditation is to get rid of this material body.
Therefore they meditate in secluded places to attain yogic trance. Yoga
has to be performed in a secluded place, not in public or in a demonstra-
tion on stage, as nowadays practiced by many so-called yogis. Real yoga
aims at ridding one of the material body. Yoga practice is not intended to
keep the body fit and young. Such advertisements of so-called yoga are
not approved by any standard method. Particularly mentioned in this
verse is the word yam, or *“unto whom,” indicating that meditation
should be targeted on the Personality of Godhead. Even if one concen-
trates his mind on the boar form of the Lord, that is also yoga. As con-
firmed in Bhagavad-gita, one who concentrates his mind constantly in
meditation upon the Personality of Godhead in one of His many varieties
of forms is the first-class yogt, and he can very easily attain trance simply
by meditating upon the form of the Lord. If one is able to continue such
meditation on the Lord’s form at the time of one’s death, one is liberated
from this mortal body and is transferred to the kingdom of God. This op-
portunity was given to the demon by the Lord, and therefore Brahma
and other demigods were astonished. In other words, the perfection of
yoga practice can be attained by a demon also if he is simply kicked by
the Lord.

TEXT 29
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elau tau parsaddv asya
sdpdd yatdv asad-gatim

puncah katipayaih sthanari
prapatsyete ha janmabhih

etau—these two; tau—both; parsadau—personal assistants; asya—of
the Personality of Godhead; $apat—because of being cursed; yatau—
have gone; asat-gatim—to take birth in a demoniac family; punah—
again; katipayaih—a few; sthanam—own place; prapatsyete—will get
back; ha—indeed; janmabhih—after births.

TRANSLATION
These two personal assistants of the Supreme Lord, having been

cursed, have been destined to take birth in demoniac families.
After a few such births, they will return to their own positions.

TEXT 30
& 33!
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devd dcuh
namo namas te ‘khila-yajia-tantave
sthitau grhitamalo-sattva-mirtaye
distyd hato yam jagatam aruntudas
tvat-pada-bhaktyd vayam isa nirvrtah

devah—the demigods; Geuh—said; namah—obeisances; namah—
obeisances; fe—unto You; akhila-yajiia-tantave—the enjoyer of all
sacrifices; sthitau—for the purpose of maintaining; grhita d;
amala—pure; sattva—goodness; mirtaye—form; distyd—fortunately;
hatah—slain; ayam—this; jagatdm—to the worlds; aruntudah—caus-
ing torment: fvat-pida—to Your feet; bhaktyd—with devotion;
vayam—we; 5a—0O Lord; nirvrtah—have attained happiness.

TRANSLATION

The demigods addressed the Lord: All obeisances unto You! You
are the enjoyer of all sacrifices, and You have assumed the form of
a boar, in pure goodness, for the purpose of maintaining the
world. Fortunately for us, this demon, who was a torment to the
worlds, has been slain by You, and we too, O Lord, are now at ease,
in devotion to Your lotus feet.

PURPORT

1 q

The material world consists of three g , passion and ig-
norance— but the spiritual world is pure goodness. It is said here that the
form of the Lord is pure goodness, which means that it is not material. In
the material world there is no pure good In the Bhagavatam the
stage of pure goodness is called i visuddham. Visuddham means
“pure.” In pure goodness there is no contamination by the two inferior
qualities, namely passion and ignorance. The form of the boar, therefore,
in which the Lord appeared, is nothing of the material world. There are
many other forms of the Lord, but none of them belong to the material
qualities. Such forms are nondifferent from the Visnu form, and Vignu
is the enjoyer of all sacrifices.

The sacrifices which are recommended in the Vedas are meant to
please the Supreme Personality of Godhead. In ignorance only, people try
to satisfy many other agents, but the real purpose of life is to satisfy the
Supreme Lord, Visnu. All sacrifices are meant to please the Supreme
Lord. The living entities who know this perfectly well are called
demigods, godly or almost God. Since the living entity is part and parcel
of the Supreme Lord, it is his duty to serve the Lord and please Him. The
demigods are all attached to the Personality of Godhead, and for their
pleasure the demon, who was a source of trouble to the world, was killed.
Purified life is meant to please the Lord, and all sacrifices performed in
purified life are called Krsna consciousness. This Krsna consciousness is
developed by devotional service, as clearly mentioned here.

(continued in next issue)
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Transcendental Commen

STAGE SET
FOR WAR

by Bhatatma dasa

“Think of it,"" began President Ronald
Reagan in a low, deliberate voice. “You are
sitting at that desk. The word comes that they
[the missiles] are on their way. And you sit
here knowing that there is no way of stopping
them. So they're going to blow up how much
of this country we can only guess at, and your
only response can beto push the button before
they get here so that even though you're all
going to die, they're going to die too.”

(Time magazine)

n 1956 President Dwight D. Eisen-

hower proclaimed, “The era of arma-
ments has ended. The human race must
conform its actions to this truth or die.”
Yet the Atomic Age has witnessed no
abatementin the friction between nations
that generates a need for weapons and
war.

The Srimad-Bhdagavatam attributes
these undying tensions to a lack of God
consciousness, and calls for a broad
awakening based on scientific spiritual
principles to remedy the crisis. These
principles derive from the understanding
that God is the supreme enjoyer, that He
owns everything, and that He is every-
one’s friend. The Bhagavatam promotes
the practical techniques of sense control,
service to saintly persons, and meditation
on the Supreme Truth.

Some persons may insist that to con-
sider spiritual remedies for a material cri-
sis of the magnitude of imminent nuclear
war is impractical and simplistic. But as
Roger Rosenblatt wrote in a Time essay,
“Most proposed solutions to this problem
sound naive, the sophisticated answers
being either to take up arms or give up
entirely.”

A history from the Srimad-Bhagavatam
dramatically illustrates how neglect of
spiritual activities produces the psycho-
logical conditions thatlead to enmity and
war. The Bhagavatam tells of the powerful
king Hiranyakasipu, who was deeply
attached to his great political might and
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economic prosperity and was accustomed
to those around him bending to his will.
His lust and greed were sharply con-
trasted by the qualities of his saintly son
Prahlada, whose purity and detachment
from worldliness enraged the irascible
king. When Prahlada repeatedly refused
to adopt his father’s materialistic ways,
the king threatened him, mocking his
conviction that God, being omnipresent,
would protect him. In a fury, Hiranya-

kasipu smashed a palace column, shout-
ing for Prahlada’s God to show Himself.
Krsna emerged from the column in the
ferocious half-man, half-lion form of
Nrsirhhadeva and slayed Hiranyakasipu,
abruptly ending his illusion of greatness.

Srila Prabhupada explains in his com-
mentary on this narration: “Since the cre-
ation of the material world, there have
been two kinds of men—the devas and the
asuras. The devas are always faithful to the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, where-
as the asuras are always atheists who defy
the supremacy of the Lord. At the present
moment, throughout the entire world, the
atheists are extremely numerous. They

are trying to prove that there is no God
and that everything takes place due to
combinations and permutations of ma-
terial elements. Thus the material world is
becoming more and more godless, and
consequently everything is in a disturbed
condition.”

The defiant spirit of the modern atheist
is conspicuous in the most powerful na-
tions of today. The godless attitude of
many scientists was revealed by British

scientist Peter Adkins on a recent BBC
broadcast. “I believe science can explain
everything in the universe,” he said, “even
beauty and the emergence of religious be-
lief. I also believe that we’ll be able to solve
the biggest question of all, the question of
where we all came from.” Such a godless
mentality creates a climate of material-
ism, founded on false proprietorship and
powerful drives for sense gratification. As
in the case of King Hiranyakasipu, the
atheistic conception of ourselves as the
owners and enjoyers of what is factually
the property of God is the underlying er-
ror in such thinking,

This error leads to international con-



OBSERVER

ry on the Issues of the Day

flictsin many ways. Forexample, when we
believe that we are the owners and en-
joyers of the earth’s resources, we feel no
compunction in slaughtering innocent
creatures to provide meat for our meals.
According to the Vedic teachings, this
indiscriminate killing reacts heavily on
human society: wars are a direct karmic
reaction to animal slaughter. Animal
slaughter also leads to war indirectly, be-
cause it nurtures qualities like pride and
aggressiveness, which act as the root
causes of war. Butif we were to adopt spiri-
tual processes for controlling our senses,
we would be satisfied to maintain our
bodies with foods that do not require vio-
lence to obtain. Thus we would eliminate
a major cause of the belligerent tenden-
cies that plague efforts for world peace.

Until we can subdue our mentality of
exploiting material nature and other liv-
ing entities, all our political plans for con-
structing a foundation for peace will fail.
Even the United Nations, founded to
maintain peace and security, stands ac-
cused of disrupting world harmony.

Retired U.S. Ambassador to the United
Nations Jeane Kirkpatrick described the
organization's ineffectiveness in these
words: “What goes on in the U.N. actually
exacerbates conflict. . . . All kinds of coun-
triesthatdon’thave anydirectinterestina
conflict get involved in it. As a result, you
might say all conflict is globalized.”

And John Burton, director of the Centre
for the Analysis of Conflict, at the Univer-
sity of Kent, England, writes in Peace
Theory: Preconditions to Disarmament,
“The United Nations, operating in the ab-
sence of constructive regional bodies and
in a world environment dominated by
military alliances, itself contributed to
the aggravation of conflicts and to their
spread. Its operation threatened even its
own existence by 1960.”

Such contradictions should not sur-
prise us; rather we should expect them. A
world where every nation is a potential
source of anxiety for others is a stage set
for war. The “crystal ball effect”—knowl-
edge of the incredible destructive capacity
of nuclear weapons—is not a sound basis
for peace. To create a lasting peace, to-

day’s leaders must assimilate the message
of the Vedic literature that Lord Krsna is
the supreme owner, the supreme enjoyer,
and the friend of all living entities.

MARCH ON
MOZAMBIQUE

by Mathure$a dasa

ver the years the effects of drought,

famine, and civil warin Africa have
evoked the world’s compassion. Our
hearts have gone out along with the
shiploads of food sent to Biafra, Ethiopia,
and other afflicted areas.

But our compassionate hope turns to
disappointment, discouragement, and in-
difference. How can we help when the
food that does reach Africa can’t be effec-
tively distributed because of war?

The East African nation of Mozam-
bique is the latest focus of world attention.
The images we see are of emaciated peo-
ple sitting blank-faced and motionless.
Nothing new. We saw the same thing in
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Ethiopia. But those with first-hand ex-
perience in Africa say itis by far the worst
they have ever seen. It's hard to find a
building in Mozambique that hasn’tbeen
burned or riddled with gunfire. Because
war destroys everything, no one even
bothers to plant crops.

What are the warring parties in Mo-
zambique or Ethiopia fighting for? For
the right to govern. And what's the duty of
government? To serve and protect the citi-
zens. And yet the warring factions are
forcing the citizens into starvation. Who-
ever wins, if winning is possible, couldn’t
possibly care about the citizens.

It's enough to evoke not merely com-
passionbutanger, chivalry. Why justraise
money and send food? Let’sraise an army,
march in, and set things straight. Can’t
NATO, the United Nations, Robin
Hood—somebody—send at least enough
troops to deliver food shipments? Com-
munist or capitalist, superpower or third
world, black or white, world leaders
should agree that the particular form of
governmentisirrelevant when millions of
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

Going to God

This is a continuation of a conversation be-
tween His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada and reporters in Mel-
bourne, Australia, on June 29, 1974.

Reporter 3: Your Divine Grace, in your
books you talk about Brahmaloka, which,
1 suppose, is heaven, where we will at last
see God.

Srila Prabhupada: No. First of all, heaven
is simply a higher material planetary
system, where you cannot directly see
God. There are many material lokas, or
planetary systems, and heaven is one of
them, and of course Brahmaloka is one.
Don’tyousee? There are somany material
planetary systems, with innumerable
planets. The planetary systems include
Brahmaloka, Candraloka, Varunaloka,
Suryaloka, and so many others.
Reporter 3: So when we speak of heaven,
are we speaking of a physical place?
Would one be on a physical planet?
Srila Prabhupada: Just consider the plan-
ets in this universe that you see each day
and night. Are they physical or not? Take
the sun. The sun is not a physical planet?
Reporter 3: It is.

Srila Prabhupada: What do you mean by
“physical.”

Reporter 3: Well, actually existing on a
material . . .

Srila Prabhupada: At night don’t you see
existing so many planets—innumerable
planets? Are they physical or not?
Reporter 3: Stars and planets. They are
physical, yes.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Consider this ex-
ample. When you say “United States of
America,” you are talking about an actual
place. There are living entities—men and
mountains and rivers. Everything is there.

Similarly, all these other planets in this
universe—they are inhabited by living
entities. There are similarly cities and
towns and mountains and rivers and
oceans. Everything is there—though of a
unique pattern on each planet.

Soinheaven,everythingis of a superior
quality, a superior pattern. As a result, in
your present body you are not able to go
and live there.

Even on this single planet, there are
widely varying climatic conditions. In the
Arctic region some living entities can live,
but for us it is very difficult to live there.
One place is suitable for one kind of man;
another place is suitable for another.

So from planet to planet, and from
place to place on each planet, you'll find

living entities. And these living entities
have received various kinds of material
bodies just suitable to various conditions.

For instance, you cannotlive within the
ocean, but just for that reason you cannot
say that nobody can live within the ocean.
That would be foolishness. Simply you
must admit you cannot live there. But
there are so many varieties of fish, and
they are living within the ocean very
comfortably.

So don’t try to transfer your present ex-
perience to other living entities. That is
not a very good argument. Now, here on
this planet many of the so-called scien-
tists—they are saying that on other plan-
etsthere are no living entities. Why? These
so-called scientists are putting forth so
many reasons: “This element is lacking.”
“That element is lacking.”

But what, Mr. Scientist, do you know of
how this or that condition may affect
beings with bodies vastly different from
anything you have experienced? You
know virtually nothing about the other
planets. Then how can you say there are
no living entities there?

Reporter 3: I quite agree. Very often these
scientists make grand statements without
a clue as to whereof they speak. So in fact,
there is a heavenly planetary system, with
real livingentities, and itis in this material
universe?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. In this material
universe you'll find a place for souls who
have lived virtuously, but who have not
become unalloyed devotees of the Lord.

Thatis called heaven, a place of great ma-
terial opulence. But heaven is not in the
spiritual universe. No, the spiritual uni-
verse is reserved for those souls who have
developed unalloyed devotion to the Lord.
Therefore in heaven youll not see the
Lord. And even though you may enjoy a
life of many thousands of years, atlastyou
must undergo death and accept another
birth on an earthly planet.

Reporter 3: Your Divine Grace, do you see
a time coming when all mankind will be
united?

Srila Prabhupada: That is very difficult to
say, but we can be united on the spiritual
platform, not on the material platform.
Reporter 3: Well, then, would you say that
this spiritual unity of all mankind is pos-
sible within this generation?

Srila Prabhupada: It is possible at any
time—provided people take to the actual
principles of spiritual life.

But they’ll not take to these principles.
Forexample, one of the basic principles of
spiritual life is no meat-eating. Now, do
you think this principle will be embraced
byeveryone? And yet thisis one of the fun-
damental principles of spiritual life—no
meat-eating.

Reporter 3: Is that a necessary . . .

Srila Prabhupada: Oh, yes. Without this—
ifyou don’tstop meat-eating—you cannot
understand what spiritual life is. One who
is mired in sinful life cannot understand
what God is, or what devotion to God is.
That is not possible.

Reporter 3: And would it be the same for
the rest of what you call the principles
of spiritual life?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. People who are
sinful, who do not follow the spiritual
principles, cannot understand God or
devotion to God. The basic spiritual prin-
ciples include four prohibitions. We in-
struct our students not to indulge in
gambling, illicit sex, meat- or fish- or egg-
eating, or intoxication, including ciga-
rettes, tea, and coffee.

Reporter 3: Drinkingcoffee and teais also
prohibited?

Srila Prabhupada: Oh, yes. Itis also a form
of intoxication.

Gambling, illicit sex, flesh-eating, in-
toxication—these are the four pillars of
sinful life. So unless one gives up these
four things, he cannot understand what
God is, what God’s kingdom is, what our
real business here in this material world
is—namely preparing to go to God. EJ3

(To be continued.)
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innocent people are dying.

Butno,we can’texpectsuch aunified ef-
fort by world leaders, any more than we
can expect reconciliation between the
warring factions in Mozambique, be-
cause we are for all practical purposes ig-
norant of what unites us. Appeals to our
“common humanity” are not, and never
have been, enough.

A human beingis an eternal individual
person encaged in a temporary body of
flesh and bone. There are five billion of us
souls in human bodies of different colors
and shapes, each body possessing dif-
ferent degrees of wealth, strength, in-
telligence, beauty, and so on, and all of
these differences are due to individual
karma—to activities we have performed
in previouslives andin thislife. We are not

communist or capitalist, black or white,
old or young, Jewish or Christian or
Hindu. We are eternal individual persons,
and eternal parts of the Supreme Person,
who is the Absolute Truth.

That is the common platform, not only
for humanity, but for all living things. The
animals and plants are also eternal indi-
viduals wrapped in bodies according to
theirkarma. If we mistakenly reserve spiri-
tual individuality for man, we’ll never
properly understand spirit.

Our own spiritual identity reveals itself
as we revive our relationship with the su-
preme person. Lord Caitanya has urged
us to precipitate this revival by regularly
chantinganyofthe hundredsof names for
the Absolute Truth and by eating vege-
tarian foods offered to Him. Chanting

cleanses us of mistaken identification
with the body, while eatingsanctified food
purifies the mind and reduces violence to-
ward nonhuman life to a minimum.

So is it possible to raise an army to
march into Mozambique and feed the
starving? Yes, but only if we set aside
thinking in terms of our nationality, our
sectarian religion, our politics, our race—
even our humanity—and put practical
spiritual matters first. And if we can thus
accomplish our own spiritual purifica-
tion, then equipping our invading troops
might be less expensive. They could
march in “firing” the hundreds of names
of the Supreme Person and attack the
enemy—spiritual ignorance—with the
holy names and an arsenal of sanctified
food. [4¢

NOTES

(continued from page 36)

shopping in stores—housewives, and so
on.” To which Srila Prabhupada replied,
“Still we cannot make it a shopkeepers’
magazine.” And regarding the idea that
Krsna was perhaps too strange to many,
Srila Prabhupada replied, “Even if it is

esoteric, still Krsna must be there.”
Aware of Srila Prabhupada’s desires,
and those of Back to Godhead's readers, we
intend to keep up the right direction as we
try to improve in order to realize Prabhu-
pada’s “great dream” of seeing Back to
Godhead become an influential journal in
the modern world. There is no room for
complacency. And while there is no room

forwhimsyin printingsuch an authorized
and important work, Back to Godhead al-
lows forthe full potential of artists, writers,
and thinkers. To help us achieve the goals
Srila Prabhupada set for us, we hope to
regularly hear from our readers, and we
hope you will enjoy and profit spiritually
by participating in the monthly adventure
of Back to Godhead. —SDG

We welcome your letters. Write to
BACK TO GODHEAD

41 West Allens Lane
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19119

I am completely wonderstruck at the
way the Krsna consciousness movement
is spreading. Please keep up this excellent
work and carry on delivering the many
fallen souls of today’s world.

I have a few questions that I could not
find answers to. Therefore I thought it a
good idea to write to you so that they may
be cleared.

Generally, relative to Indian Vedic
scriptures, we are not allowed to eat meat
orkill any animal. If anyone does so, then
accordingtoreincarnation he himselfwill
be killed in the same way in his next life.
But if I kill an animal with the under-
standing that it must have done the same
to me in my previous life, do I have the
right to kill it?

Secondly, in Bhagavad-gita, Chapter
Two, verse 24, Lord Krsna says that the
soul is immovable. But when we die, our
soul has to either transmigrate to another
material body or go back home to God-
head. Could you kindly account for this
apparent contradiction? In addition,
what happens to the soul during a heart
transplant?

Lastly, you say in your magazine thatif
Jesus had meant “Thou shalt not kill” to
applyonlytohumans, thenhewould have

LETTERS

said “murder” and not “kill.” But I have

seen a Bible where Jesus says, “Do not

murder.” I am not a Christian but would
like you to clarify this issue.

Ravi Mendiratta

Redcliff, Zimbabwe

OUR REPLY: Essentially you raise four
questions, which we'll answerone atatime.

1.Regardingyour“right” to killanimals
because they must have killed you pre-
viously, by your karma you may have the
right to take a life in retribution for a
previous karmic debt, but if you read
Bhagavad-gita carefully, you will see that
the whole idea is not to become snarled in
theendlesstangle ofkarmicaction and re-
action. That is the path of bondage to this
material world. What Krsna wants Arjuna
and us to understand is that as spiritual
souls we do not belong in the material
world, but in the spiritual world.

Krsna exhorts Arjuna to give up both
the auspicious and inauspicious fruits of
karma, as the true achievement of salva-
tion. He further says that such salvation is
mostperfectinone who engages in bhaki-
yoga, devotional service to the Supreme
Person. It is better, therefore, to set our
sights on transcending our karma rather

than on fulfilling it.

2.When Lord Krsnasays thatthe soul is
immovable, He means that the soul can-
not be moved from his constitutional po-
sition as an eternal servant of Krsna. Our
material existence is really only a kind of
dream; we think we are moving in the ma-
terial world, just as a person in a dream
thinks he is moving here and there, when
actually he has not left his bed.

3.Lord Krsnaexplainsin the Bhagavad-
gita that the soul is seated in the heart of
the living being. When the soul leaves the
body, the body is dead. It becomes refuse.
Srila Prabhupada explains that at the
time of a heart transplant, the soul simply
changes hearts, just as a person might
change seats.

4. As for the question of “kill” or “mur-
der” in the Bible, we say the same thing
Srila Prabhupada said, which is that the
Bible says, “Thou shalt not kill.” This is a
clear order from the Lord. It requires no
interpretation for further clarification. It
doesn’t say (at least not until recently),
“Thou shalt not murder.”

When self-interested persons, seeking a
religion of convenience, change “kill” to
“murder,” we can respond only with this
sensible observation: if every individual
were to fashion the state laws to suit his or
herconvenience, there would be no mean-
ingto the word government. Similarly, if we
whimsically tailor the scriptures to suit
our fancy, there is no meaning to our pro-
fessed allegiance to God.
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Why Back to Godhead Is the Way it Is

ack to Godhead is not the world’s

most popular magazine. And yet
its founder, Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, hoped that it
might become extremely popular: “I
am waiting for the day when this pa-
per will take the shape of Life maga-
zine or similar other magazines in the
matter of its popularity.” Although
Srila Prabhupada urged his followers
to widely distribute Back to Godhead,
he admitted that he didn’t expect
many people to take to Krsna con-
sciousness. As Lord Krsna states in
Bhagavad-gita, out of many thousands
of humans beings, hardly anyone will
be interested in perfection, and even
out of those interested in perfection,
hardly one will know Krsna in truth.

Back to Godhead, however, does
have its long-time, faithful followers,
as well as a steady flow of new read-
ers. I would like to explain—with the
aim of informing our new readers and
reassuring our old ones—why Back to
Godhead is the way it is.

Srila Prabhupada founded the
magazine in 1944 on the order of his
?irimal master. In the beginning,

rila Prabhupada wrote almost all the
articles, setting the standard for the
magazine by presenting the teachings
of the Vedic scriptures in straight-
forward, philosophical prose. Yet by
putting the Vedic scriptural truths into
a magazine format relevant to the
times (late- and post-World War II),
he also became a journalist of Krsna
consciousness, writing articles like
“Mr. Churchill’s ‘Humane World,” ”
“Mr. Bernard Shaw’s Wishful Desire,”
and “Gandhi-Jinnah Talks.”

When Srila Prabhupada came to
America and began the Krsna con-
sciousness movement, he handed over
the task of producing Back to Godhead
to his disciples. He still saw every is-
sue until his passing away in 1977,
and he always gave pertinent guide-
lines. Therefore, Back to Godhead, to
be true to its purpose of bringing
“revolution to human society about
understanding spiritual life,” will al-
ways be the work of followers of Srila
Prabhupada, who are carrying out his
will. The editors have produced the
Back to Godhead Handbook, which
gives many statements by Srila
Prabhupada as to editorial policy,
style, qualifications for authors,
frequency, circulation, and so on,
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The editorial policy of Back to God-
head is to present the philosophy of
Krsna consciousness. As Lord Krsna
teaches in Bhagavad-gita, all of us liv-
ing entities are eternal spirit souls, full
of bliss and knowledge. In the ma-
terial world, because of misidentifica-
tion with our bodies, we suffer from
miseries on all sides, and finally we
die. But by revival of our original,
spiritual nature and our original, lov-
ing relationship with the supreme
soul, Lord Krsna, we conditioned
souls can rise to perfection even while
in the human life, and we can transfer
at death back to the spiritual world.
Since Lord Krsna recommends that
His teachings be spread, Back to God-
head doesn’t merely discuss theological
principles; it advocates them and con-
fronts the opposite ways of life, such
as atheism and hedonism.

Back to Godhead has evolved into a
“slick” magazine, employing modern
graphics, photography, and journalis-
tic prose, yet its staff members, as well
as its regular readers, expect Back to
Godhead to always be in line with the
philosophy of Krsna consciousness.
Anyone who knows and likes Back to
Godhead would never want to see it be-
come altered in its essence. Back to
Godhead is meant to be something you
can depend on in a precarious world,
like the morning sun or the existence
of the Absolute Truth.

As for the magazine’s becoming in-
creasingly popular, that is a challenge
given by Srila Prabhupada, and one
we haven't fully met. Back to Godhead
has always been distributed by mem-
bers of the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness, so the num-
ber of magazines they distribute
monthly is some indication of the
health of the Hare Krsna movement.
Sometimes devotees have distributed
800,000 a month, and sometimes as
few as 20,000. Although we at Back to
Godhead hope to see an increase in
single copy sales by preachers, the real
future of the magazine may lie in
steadily increasing the number of
subscribers.

Back to Godhead should always have
something fresh and new in it, be-
cause that's the nature of spiritual life.
Lord Krsna is never dull or static, and
neither should we be. The test is
whether in the name of change or
while trying to gain readers, Back to

Godhead can keep its defined direc-
tion. On this point, Srila Prabhupada
made it clear that Back to Godhead
should never “sell out” to ordinary
taste, or it will have lost its soul. As he
once wrote:

Actually, people are seeking transcen-
dental reading matter more and more,
so if we stick to our standard, as I have
given you, then there’s no doubt they
will come to read our magazine in
greater numbers. You make it very at-
tractive, with our Krsna consciousness
subject matter as you have outlined,
and our BTG will be very much in de-
mand, without-further changes. I have
seen one religious newspaper which is
trying to attract readers by resort to
fashionable phrases and materialistic
themes with mass public interest—sim-
ply because they have not got any real
substance for attracting, they offer what
they think the public might like, such as
sex, crimes, amusements, like that. That
is not our method. We have got such a
stock of real substance that alone it is
sufficient to capture the readers, without
such ordinary tricks and commercial
formulas.

As a matter of fact, the editors of
BTG, about ten years ago, did start to
drift away from the essential princi-
ples, but other devotees and faithful
readers protested. The editors had an
idea that it would be better to phase
paintings of Lord Krsna out of Back to
Godhead, fearing that because His
form wasn’t a popular image He
would be seen as a sectarian, Indian
god. They began to make the maga-
zine more of a New Age statement,
bringing in authors who didn’t share
the philosophical cenclusions of
Krsna consciousness.

But the readers didn’t go for it. They
wrote, “Where are the beautiful pic-
tures of Krsna?” and “You should be
ashamed of yourselves!” And Srila
Prabhupada stated, “What is the use
of instituting many changes? Of some-
thing worthwhile people are not so
stupid that they will prefer the pack-
age or label to the contents inside.
Where is the end of change if we sim-
ply rely on public taste? It is the phi-
losophy which must attract people to
Back to Godhead magazine.”

‘At that time, one of the editors
presented the argument to Srila
Prabhupada that they wanted to
distribute Back to Godhead widely,

“to many ordinary people who go
(continued on page 35)



Are you tired of looking into your
mailbox and finding, over and
over again, heaps of useless junk
mail, or even worse . . . bills?
Well, here’s something you can
really look forward to finding in
your mailbox each month: Back
to Godhead magazine. Back to
Godhead brings enlivening spiri-
tual insight in a context relevant
to today’s world. You'll find

r-BACK TO GODHEAD MAGAZINE

P.O. Box 70, Emmaus, PA 18049

O YES! Please enter my subscription to Back to Godhead.

Payment enclosed: O One year, $18.00 0O Two years, $35.00
Bill me later: O One year, $20.00 O Two years, $37.00

(Note: Prices apply to subscriptions anywhere in the world.)
Please print:

Name

Address.

City. State Zip,

Payments in U.S. funds must accompany foreign and Canadian orders. For alifetime subscription
(available by airmall delivery only) send $225.00.

philosophical essays, news and
events, editorial commentary on
current affairs, and more, all from
a spiritual perspective that ena-
bles you to understand the real
causes of both your problems
and your happiness—and can
inspire you to achieve fulfillment.

Subscribe to Back to Godhead
to receive the full-color, forty-
page edition each month.




There's
More Here
Than Meet

What you
see here is a
delicious samosa—a
delicate savory of fresh
cauliflower, potatoes, and peas
spiced, sautéed, and wrapped in a A
special pastry dough, then deep-fried in the \
purest ghee (clarified butter). Voila! A samosa.
Ah, but it's what you don't see that makes it special,
the two secret ingredients that give our samosas a
unique quality millions of people have experienced at more
than 290 Hare Krsna centers worldwide. What are the secret
ingredients? Love and devotion, without which no samosa—or any
of the many vegetarian dishes prepared for the weekly Sunday
Feast—is suitable to be offered to the Supreme Lord, Krsna.
For a spiritual deliciousness found nowhere else, come to the Sunday
Feast—and taste it for yourself.



