Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to America
in 1965, at age sixty-nine, to fulfill
his spiritual master’s request that
he teach the science of Krsna
consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world. In a
dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation
and commentary on India’s Vedic
literature, and these are now
standard in universities world-
wide. Meanwhile. traveling
almost nonstop, Srila Prabhupada
molded his international society
into a worldwide confederation of
asramas, schools, temples, and
farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in Vrndavana, India,
the place most sacred to Lord
Krsna. His disciples are carrying
forward the movement he started.

BACK TO GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.
When Srila Prabhupada began the Society (in New
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes
he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

1. To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge
to society at large and to educate all peoples in the
techniques of spiritual life in order to check the
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real
unity and peace in the world.

2. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re-
vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.
3. To bring the members of the Society together

with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime
entity, thus developing the idea within the

3.
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members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).

. To teach and encourage the sarikirtana

movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

To erect for the members and for society at large
a holy place of transcendental pastimes
dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

. To bring the members closer together for the

purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
of life.
With a view toward achieving the aforementioned

purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,
books, and other writings.
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MAKING
PROGRESS

“Because they have taken up some false duty
and are working to discharge it, they are all asses.
They are forgetting their real business.”

A lecture in Philadelphia on July 12, 1975

by HIS DIVINE GRACE

A. C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

Founder-Acdrya of the International Socicty for Kristina Consciousness

sa evam yartamano jfo
mrtyu-kala upasthite

matirh cakara tanaye
bale narayanahvaye

“When the time of death arrived for the
foolish Ajamila, he began thmkm&,exclu-
sively of his son Narayana” (Srimad-
Bhagavatam 6.1.27).

I n material life everyone is situated un-
dercertain conditioning,. I am situated
in a certain consciousness, and you are
situated in a certain consciousness. Ac-
cording to the modes of nature, we have
different conceptions of life and different
kinds of consciousness. That is material
life.

Generally, materialists think life is
meant for sense gratification. Everyone is
planning: “I shall live like this; I shall ac-
quire money like this; I shall enjoy like
this.” Everyone has a program for sense
gratification.

So, Ajamila also had such a program.
What was it? His program was that since
he was very much attached to his youngest
child, his whole attention was absorbed in
howthe child was moving, howhe waseat-
ing, how he was talking. Sometimes Aja-
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mila was calling him, sometimes he was
feeding him . .. Ajamila’s whole mind
was absorbed in the activities of his child.

Not only Ajamila but everyone is ab-
sorbed in a certain type of consciousness.
And what is that consciousness due to?
How does it develop? As mentioned in the
previous verse, Ajamila was absorbed in
the dctivities of his son because of strong
affection (sneha-yantritalt). Sneha means
“affection,” and yantritah means “a ma-
chine.”So,everyoneis affected by this ma-
chineof affection. This body is a machine
that is being worked by nature, and direc-
tion is coming from the Supreme Lord.
We wanted to enjoy in a certain way, and
Krsna has given us a certain type of body,
or yantra.

For example, in America you have dif-
ferent makes of motorcar. Somebody
wants a Buick, somebody else wants a
Chevrolet, another a Ford, and all these
cars are ready to buy. Similarly, our body
is like a car. Somebody is a “Ford,” some-
body is a “Chevrolet,” somebody is a
“Buick.” Krsna has given all of us the
chance to enjoy in a certain way. He says,
“Oh, you wanted this kind of ‘car, or
body? Sit down and enjoy.” This is our
material position,

ILLUSTRATION BY DHRUVA MAHARAJA DASA

Afterchanging ourbody, we forget what
we desired and why we have our present
body. But Krsna is situated within our
heart, so He does not forget. He gives us
what we want. Krsna is so kind. If some-
one wants a body with which he can eat all
kinds of nonsense, Krsna gives him the
body of a pig. Then he can eat even stool.
And if someone wants a body with which
he can dance with Krsna, he gets thatkind
of body. Now, it is up to you to decide
whether you are going to get a body with
which to dance with Krsna, talk with
Krsna, and play with Krsna, or a body
with which to eat stool and urine. In this
human life we must answer this question.

Now,youmaysay,“1don’tbelievein the
next life,” but nature’s law will act. Kar-
mana daiva-netrena: according to how you
are acting in this life, you are preparing
your next body. And after death—when
thisbody is finished—you will getanother

Celebrated as the greatest fool, the ass works
very hard carrying heavy burdens without
making any profit for itself; all it gets for its
labor is a little grass, which is available any-
where. Similarly, foolish human beings work
hard for sense gratification, which is available
anywhere, and forget about the goal of life.
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body immediately, because you have al-
ready done the fieldwork to determine
what kind of body you will get.

Ajamila was taking care of his child
very nicely. His whole mind was absorbed
in the child. Therefore he has been de-
scribed as midha, foolish. Like Ajamila, we
are forgetting that the day is coming which
is called mrtyu-kale, “the time of death.” We
forget that. This is our imperfection.

Ajamila was so very busy as an affec-
tionate father that he forgot about his ap-
proaching death. We are all like Ajamila.
We have so many relationships—whether
with affectionate friends or envious
enemies—and being completely ab-
sorbed in these relationships, we are
forgetting that death is ahead.

Therefore materialistic people are
called madhas. The word miidha means
“rascal,” “ass,” “one who does not know
what his actual interestis.” In India we of-
ten see an assloaded with a ton of clothing
by a washerman. The ass can barely walk,
but still he has to carry the load. He does
not think, “I am carrying so much cloth-
ingon my back,butwhatinterestdoI have
init? Notasinglecloth belongs to me.” No,
rather he thinks, “It is my duty to carry so
much clothing.” Why is it his duty? Be-
caugse the washerman gives him grass. He
hasnosensetothink, “GrassIcangetany-
where. Why do I have to accept this duty?”
This is the ass’s mentality.

Everyone is anxious about his duty.
Somebody is a politician; somebody is a
householder; somebody is something else.
But because they have all taken up some
false duty and are working hard to dis-
charge it, they are all asses. They are
forgetting their real business.

We have to understand that death will
come, that it will not avoid us. (When
somethingis certain, we sayitis “assureas
death.”) So, before death comes we have to
actin such a way that we will attain a posi-
tion in the spiritual world, Goloka Vrnda-
vana, and live permanently with Krsna.
This is our real duty.

But people do notknow that (na teviduh
svartha-gatim hi visnum). We are in this
conditioned state of life because we are
separated from the original person,
Krsna. We are part and parcel of Krsna,
but we have forgotten this. We are think-
ing we are part and parcel of America or
India. This is illusion.

Somebody is interested in his country,
another is interested in his society or
family, and we have created so many
duties in relationship to these things.
Therefore, the $astra [scripture] says the
rascals do not know what their actual self-
interest is: na te viduh svartha-gatim hi
visnum. And because they are ignorant of
their real self-interest, they are dur-
asayah—hoping for something that will
neverbe fulfilled. They are trying to adjust
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things within this material world to be-
come happy, but they do not know that as
long as they remain in this material world
there is no question of happiness.

In the Bhagavad-gita Krsna says that
this place is duhkhalayam asasvatam, “full
of miseries, and temporary.” In this ma-
terial world we are forced to change
bodies, one after another. This is misery.
am permanent (na hanyate hanyamdane
Sarire), so why do I have to change my
body? This is the question we should be
asking.

To get the answer to this question, we
have to receive knowledge from the per-
fect source. And Krsna, the supreme
perfect person, is personally giving us
knowledge in the Bhagavad-gita. But if we
are so unfortunate that we do not take the
perfect knowledge—if we concoct, specu-

We have to
understand
that death will
come, that it will
not avoid us. Be-
fore death comes
we have to act in
such a way that we
will attain a posi-
tion in the spiritual
world and live
permanently with
Krsna. This is

our duty.

late, create our own idea—then it is to be
understood that we are durasayah, hoping
for the impossible. We are thinking, “I
shallbehappyinthis way;Ishall be happy
in that way.” No, you shall never be happy
unless you go back home, back to God-
head. This is perfect instruction.
Suppose there is a mad boy who has for-
saken his father. His father is a rich man,
with everything for the boy’s comfort, but
the boy has become a hippie. We in this
material world are like that. Our father is
Krsna, and we can live in His kingdom
very comfortably, without any bothera-
tion or endeavor for earning money. But
we have decided that we shall live here in
this material world, This is the ass’s men-
tality—miidha. We do not know what our
self-interest is, and we are hoping against
hope: “I shall be happy in this way; I shall

be happy in that way.”

Sometimes the washerman sits on the
ass’s back and takes a bunch of grass and
puts it in front of the ass. The ass warits to
take the grass,butas he moves forward the
grass also moves forward. The ass thinks,
“Just one step forward and I shall get the
grass.” Because he is an ass, he does not
know that the grass is situated in such a
way that he may go on walking for mil-
lions of years but will not get it. Similarly,
the materialistic person does not come to
his senses and understand, “For millions
and trillions of years I have tried to be-
come happy in this material world, but I
will never be happy here.”

Therefore, you have to take knowledge
from the guru, who knows things as they
are. The guru is worshiped in this way:

ajfiana-timirandhasya
Jjiananjana-salakaya

caksur unmilitari yena
tasmai $ri-gurave namah

“I was blinded by ignorance, but my
spiritual master opened my eyes with
transcendental knowledge. I offer my re-
spectful obeisances unto him.”

The blind politician will promise you
happiness: “Give me yourvote, and Ishall
bring heaven for you, As soon as I become
president, I will give you such-and-such
benefit.” So you elect Mr. Nixon—and
again you become disappointed. Then
you say, “Mr. Nixon, getout.” And you ac-
cept another fool. This is going on. In this
way you will never get the information by
which you can become happy.

Wherefrom shall I get the right infor-
mation? The Vedas say, tad-vijiianartharn
sa gurum evabhigacchet: “If you want the
right information, then go to the guru.”
And who is the guru? Caitanya Maha-
prabhu explains, dmdra gjriaya guru hana:
“Become a guru on My order.” So a guru is
one who carries the order of Krsna. (Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu is Krsna.) Nobody
canbecomeaguru unless he carriesthe or-
der of the Supreme Lord and serves the
Supreme Lord.

Unfortunately, people do notknowthis.
Therefore anyone can come and say, “I
am aguru.” How have you become a guru?
“Oh, I am self-perfected. I don’t need to
read any books. I have come to bless you.”
[Laughter] The foolish rascals do not
know that unless one follows the sastra,
the supreme authority of Krsna, no one
can become a guru. So they accept so
many bogus gurus. This is going on.

You should know that a guru is one who
carries the order of the Supreme Lord.
This is a simple definition of guru. And
any rascal who manufactures some idea
cannotbeguru. Immediately kick him out.
Immediately. He is a rascal, not a guru. As
Caitanya Mahaprabhu says, a guru is the
faithful servant of God. So first you have



to ask a person presenting himself as a
guru: “Are you a faithful servant of God?”
If he says, “No,Iam God,” then kick him
on the face immediately. [Laughter.] Kick
him out immediately: “You rascal! You
have come to cheat us!”

The Vedic literature says, tad-
vijianarthari sa gurum evabhigacchet: “If
you want to know the science of spiritual
life, you must approach a guri.” And if
someone is without a gury, if he is manu-
facturing his own way of life, then he is a
miidha, a rascal. This was Ajamila’s posi-
tion. He was thinking, “I am such an affec-
tionate father; I am taking care of my little
son. I am feeding him; I am patting him. I
am a very faithful and honest father.”

But here the Srimad-Bhagavatam says
that Ajamilais amidha, arascal. Why? Na
vedagatam antakam: because he did not
realize that death was coming. He did not
think, “Behind me Death is waiting, and
he has come to take me.” How could
Ajamila’s affection for his so-called son
and society and family save him from
death? That he could not answer.

So, we must be prepared for death. We
must always know that death is behind us
and can at any moment capture us by the
neck and drag us away. That is a fact. Is
there any guarantee thatyou shalllive one
hundred years? No. If you go on the street
you may immediately meet death. There
may be heart failure, there may be a
motorcar accident . . . so many dangers.

Actually, to live is wonderful. To die is
not wonderful, because you are meant for
death. As soon as you took your birth, you
immediately began to die. Someone may
inquire, “When was this child born?” and
you may say, “One week ago.” That means
the child has died one week. We are think-
ing that he is living one week, but actually
he has died one week. It is wonderful that
he is still living, that he has not died.
Death is not wonderful, because itis sure.
It will come after one week or after one
hundred years. Therefore we should uti-
lize ourremaining time to make a solution
to the real problem of ourlife—that we are
repeatedly dying and again accepting
another body.

How will people understand this spiri-
tual knowledge unless they come to the
proper guru? Therefore the §astra says, tad-
vijianartham sa gurum evabhigacchet: “If
you want to know the real problem of your
life, and if you want to be enlightened
about how to become Krsna conscious,
how to become eternal and go back home,
back to Godhead, then you must ap-
proach a bona fide guru.” And who is the
bona fide guru? That we have explained:
The bona fide guru is he who follows the
orders of Krsna and serves Krsna. The
genuine guru never manufactures his own
idea—"Do this and give me money and
become happy.” That is not what a real

guru teaches. That is simply a process for
earning money.

Like Ajamila, everyone is simply living
in a fool’s paradise, manufacturing his
own idea. Somebody has taken one thing
as his duty, another has taken something
else as his duty. But they are all fools. You
must know from the guru what your real
duty is.

[Srila Prabhupada addresses his disci-
ples.] Every day you are singing guru-
mukha-padma-vakya, cittete koriya aikya,
ar na koriho mane asa. This is life. You ac-
cept the bona fide guru, and whatever he
orders, you carry out. Then yourlife is suc-
cessful. Arna koriho mane asa. And you do
not desire anything else. Are you not sing-
ing this daily? But do you understand the
meaning? Or are you singing only? What
is the meaning? Who will explain?

You have to
approach a
guru—a faithful
servant of God—
and take his in-
struction on how to
serve the Lord,

If you concoct— 1
am more intelligent
than my guru; 1
can make addi-
tions and altera-
tions”’—then

you are finished.

Devotee: “My only wish is that my mind
may be purified by the words coming from
the lotus mouth of my spiritual master. I
have no desire but this.”
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Guru-mukha-
padma-vakya, cittete koriya aikya. Citta
means “consciousness” or “heart.” The
disciple must think, “I shall do what my
spiritual master orders.” My Guru Maha-
raja [Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati]
told me to preach Krsna consciousness in
the West. So, it is not my pride, but I can
say foryourinstruction thatIdid it. There-
fore, whatever little success you see, it is
due tomy following hisorder.I have noin-
dependent capacity, but I took the words
of my guru as my life and soul. This is a
fact.

So, everyone should do that. But if you
make any addition or alteration, you are

finished. No addition or alteration. You
have to approach a guru—a faithful ser-
vantof God, Krsna—and take his instruc-
tion on how to serve the Lord. Then you
will be successful. If you concoct—*T am
more intelligent than my guru; 1 can make
additions and alterations”—then you are
finished.

Sing further.

Devotee: Sri-guru-carane rati, ei se uttama-
gati.

Srila Prabhupada: If you want to make real
progress, you mustbe firmly faithful at the
lotus feet of your guru. Then?

Devotee: Ye prasade pure sarva asa.

Srila Prabhupada: By the guru's mercy, all
desires are fulfilled. You’ll find this in-
struction throughout the whole of Vais-
nava philosophy. So, unless we become
absorbed in serving a bona fide guru, we
remain mudhas, asses.

Today we are reading a verse about
Ajamila. Here Vyasadeva says that the
rascal was absorbed in the service of his
son, Narayana. Ajamila was not calling
the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Narayana; he was calling his son: “Nara-
yana, please come here. Nardyana, please
take this.” Still, Krsna is so merciful that
He took it that Ajamila was chanting His
name, Nardyana. Ajamila never thought,
“I am going to Lord Narayana.” Out of af-
fection he simply wanted his son. But
Ajamila got the opportunity to chant the
holy name of Nardyana, and that was his
good fortune.

Ajamila is described as midha and
ajfia. Miadha means “rascal,” and ajfia
means “ignorant.” Not just Ajamila but
all personsin this material world areigno-
rant rascals because they do not care that
they will have to meet death, when every-
thing will be finished—all their plans, all
their assets, everything. They do not know
that. Or rather they know it, but they don’t
care to think of these things. Therefore
everyone is madha and gjAa.

Now, when Ajamila was dying, he
thought of his child. Fortunately, his
child’s name was Narayana. So Ajamila
was delivered. But suppose I am similarly
affectionate to my dog. Then what is my
position? Naturally I will think of my dog
at the time of death, and immediately I
shall getthe body of a dog. Thatis nature’s
law: yari yari vapi smaran bhavam tyajaty
ante kalevaram tarn tam evaiti: “Whatever
you think of at the time of death will deter-
mine your next life.” Ajamila was very af-
fectionate toward his son, so he thoughtof
him at the time of death. Similarly, if you
are very affectionate toward your dogorto
somethingelse, you will think ofthatatthe
time of death. Therefore, practice chant-
ing Hare Krsna so thatatthe time of death
youcanthinkof Krsna and make yourlife
successful.

Thank you very much. £d

BACK TO GODHEAD 5






THE LAW

Without hearing from self-realized souls,
we can easily misunderstand the transcendental
significance of Krsna’s “immoral” acts.

by KUNDALI DASA

Last spring I lectured in a philosophy
class at the University of Maryland,
Baltimore County. The topic was India’s
Vedic culture. I argued that to understand
the Vedic culture, in which Krsna con-
sciousness has its roots, we in the West
must resist the urge to weigh it against our
values and traditions; we must let the tra-
dition speak for itself.

Afterwards I answered questions and
distributed Srila Prabhupada’s books
and Back to Godhead magazines. The
students seemed appreciative of the op-
portunity to find out all they ever wanted
to know about Hare Krsna.

When the class period ended, ten or
twelve students approached me. Among
them was a slim, keen-eyed Indian youth,
whom I'd noticed frowning and shaking
his head during my talk. I'd expected to
hear from him when I took questions, but
he hadn’tsaid a word, except to whisperto
two classmates on either side of him.

Now, accompanied by his two friends,
both Indians, he spoke up.

“I'm a Hindu,” he said pointedly, “but I
don’t follow my religion. Some things I
just can’t accept.”

A hush came over the knot of people

Caught in the act of stealing butter and yogurt
from mother Yasoda’s storeroom and feeding
it to the monkeys, Krsna and Balarama look at
her as if with great anxiety. Though the un-
informed may criticize Krsna's mischief, these
pastimes inspire the highest exchanges of love
between Krsna and His devotees.

around me. My dilemma was obvious. If
born Hindus doubted their tradition, that
could cast a shadow over me and all I'd
said. Still, I was confident that whatever
his problem, we could resolve it with
Krsna consciousness.

“What can’t you accept?” I asked.

*Krsna'simmorality. Why should we be
moral when He did so many immoral
things? From His very childhood He used
to steal and cheat. Why is that?”

Krsna's so-called immorality was a fa-
miliar charge. Some people question His
moral characteroutofgenuine confusion.
Others do so because they resent their ob-
ligation to observe moral law. They think,
“If I have to toe the line, so must God;
otherwise, 1 want to transgress moral
codes, too.”

Those who have trouble with Krsna's
“immorality” usually prefer to speculate
about Him rather than understand Him
as He explains Himself in the Bhagavad-
gita. The young man before me was a
speculator.

“In the Kuruksetra war,” he continued,
“Krsna made Yudhisthira tell a lie, and
He broke His word and attacked Bhisma
after He had promised not to fight in the
battle. All through His life Krsna bent the
rules to suit Himself,

“When Arjuna and Duryodhana went
to see Krsna to get His help in the battle,
Krsna tricked Duryodhana. He said
Arjuna had first choice because he sat at
Krsna's feet, while Duryodhana sat at His
head. But Krsna made thatup on the spot,

PAINTING BY MURALIDHARA DASA

just to give Arjuna first choice, because
Arjuna was His friend.”

“What did they have to choose be-
tween?” I asked.

“Between having either Krsna or
Krsna's armies on theirside in the battle.”

“Right. So do you think it mattered who
chose first? Duryodhana would never
have chosen Krsna. He was a materialist;
he wasonlyinterested in Krsna’sarmy. He
had no faith in Krsna. When Arjuna
chose Krsna, Duryodhana’s only choice
was Krsna's armies. Krsna let Arjuna
choose first to make it easy for Duryo-
dhana to get what he wanted. What's so
bad about that?”

No reply. I turned to the other students,
smiled apologetically, and explained that
forobviousreasonsthey mightnotbe able
to follow our conversation.

“That’s okay,” one student said gamely.
“You go ahead; we're listening.” That
drew a few chuckles. They were enjoying
the fun.

Turning to the Indian youths, I said,
“For a minute there I thought you were go-
ing to bring up the whole thing about
Krsna and the gopis and His queens—"

“Oh, yes, His sixteen thousand wives..
You really believe that? How could God
have sixteen thousand wives?” he asked
earnestly.

“Sixteen thousand one hundred eight,”
I corrected.

“Sixteen thousand one hundred
eight—how could He be God? How could
God have one standard for Himselfand a
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different one for us?”

“That’s not difficult to understand,” 1
replied. “God isthe supremeindependent
person. He can do whatever He likes,
whenever He likes, wherever He likes.
He’s free ta decide whether He wants one
wife, a hundred thousand, or no wife.
Otherwise; what do you think it means to
be God? What do you think it means to be
omnipotent?”

“I'm not questioning whether He is able
todoit.I'm only questioning the morality
ofit. If He is not moral, how can He expect
us-to be moral?”

“Because we're under the law and He’s
above the law. He’s above all laws—
moral, natural, or otherwise. He doesn’t
have to be moral. just to satisfy us.

“Actually, morality exists in this world
because of the retributive law of karmuy,
which givesus a choicebetween piousand
impious activities. But it’s not absolute; it
only applies to-mundane reality. There’s
no morality on the absolute, spiritual
plane, wheretheonlylawis thelawoflove.
Everythingthereis governed bylove. That
is higher than morality.

“Out of love, Krsna does many things
that may seem immoral inourestimation,
butthey aren’t. They are loving exchanges
between the Lord and His pure devotees.
His motives have no tinge of lust or self-
gratification. He does many things for the
pleasure and satisfaction of His devotees.
Such pure love is beyond all morality and
only exists on the spiritual plane.

“The proof is that neither the liberated
souls nor the Lord suffers karmic reac-
tions for their so-called immoral be-
havior; but if we imitate them, we suffer.”

My questioner offered no response, but
it was obvious he still couldn’t accept that
Krsna is transcendental to mundane mo-
rality. He was too attached to his idea of
how God should be.

“Let me ask you something,” I said, still
trying to help him understand. “In your
house, your parents make up the rules,
and they expect you to follow, right?”

“Notanymore. They used to, butI'm too
old for that now.”

“Okay, but in the days when they made
the rules, what time did they have you
come in at night when you were, say,
eleven or twelve?”

“Nine, nine-thirty.”

“Did they observe that curfew as well?”

“NO‘“

“Why not?”

Silence.

“Because,” I said, “our parents are the
supreme persons in our households. If
they make rules for us, you don’t expect,
realistically, that they would be obliged to
follow the same rules, do you? They might
follow, of course, but it's understood that
theyare free totranscendthem at anytime,
right?”
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A murmur of assent went through the
group.

“That’s an example of a lawmaker who
is above the law,” I said.

“Well . . . I see what you're saying . . .
But it still makes sense to me that God
should be more moral than anybody.”

“Okay. Suppose we all agree with you,
and all the theologians in the world also
agree with you, but who wiil enforce it?
Who will make God abide by moral
laws?”

“No, nobady would have to enforce it.
God has to be moral—period.”

“You mean by definition He would be
incapable of being immoral?”

“Exactly,” he said triumphantly,
pleased that I had understood.

Our observers thought he’d made a
good point.

“So,”Iasked, “you'resaying Krsnacan’t
be God, because He’s immoral: He had

hen Krsna
 lies or pulls

a prank, devotees
glorify it on stage
and in art and
literature, be-
cause by spiritual
realization they
fully appreciate
that everything
about Krsna
is transcendental.

Yudhisthiratell alie,and He had so many
wives?”

“Well, I'm not saying exactly that. I just
find the whole idea of Krsna being God
too fantastic, too hard to accept, that’s all.”

“That’s because you're trying to under-
stand God by speculating, comparing
Him to yourself. Butyou can’tunderstand
something beyond the reach of your
senses and mind by speculating, You have
to try tounderstand God on His terms, not
yours. Doesn’t that make sense?”

Again no response, I took it to mean he
couldn’t disagree, but he wasn’t ready to
agree either,

I continued. “Srila Prabhupada cau-
tioned us about the futility and danger of
specufating about the Absolute Truth,
who is beyond our sense perceptions and
speculations. He said our free thinking is
futile when it comes to God, because no
amountofconjecture,evenifbased onthe

best available logic or reason, can lead to
any conclusive realizations, simply be-
cause our opinions about God are all
unverifiable.

“But even worse than that, speculation
is dangerous because if you become too
enticed by your own little gems of conjec-
ture and fail to recognize and accept tran-
scendental knowledge as it is, that can
wreak havoc with your spiritual life.”

I paused to let him respond, but again
he said nothing. I' couldn’t tell what was
going on in his mind, but he waslistening,
and so were the others.

“By the way,” I said, “do yourealize that
Krsna’s marrying sixteen thousand one
hundred eight wives is a good argument
for His being God?”

Interest perked up all around:

“How is that?” he asked, squinting, try-
ing to determine if I was serious.

“Well,” I said, “do any of you know an
ordinary man who could marry and
maintain that many wives?”

This drew some smiles and laughs.

“But seriously,” I continued, “it’s a fact,
isn’t it? No ordinary man could do that.
We may say Krsnais immoral, but never-
theless, like so many of His other feats,
marrying and maintaining so many wives
is far beyond anything we could do,
though we mightlike toimitate Him. Even
if we say Krsna is immoral, still, His so-
called immorality is beyond our scope to
imitate. So even His ‘immoral” pastimes
stand as proof of His supreme position.

“Furthermore, an analysis of Krsna’s
so-called immoral behavior shows that
many persons, especially His devotees,
benefit from His activities. That's why
when Krsna lies or pulls a prank, devotees
glorifyitonstageand in art, music, and lit-
erature for generations, because by
spiritual realization they fully appreciate
that everything about Krsna is transcen-
dental, supramundane. He has no tinge of
selfish motive or whimsy. His devotees
benefit from His actions because every-
thing about Him is divine.”

Someone then asked a question related
to my talk earlier, putting an end to our
discussion of Krsna’s morality. Others
wanted a chance to ask their questions.
The three friends stayed a few moments
longer, thenleft. As they went out the door,
Srila Prabhupada’s books and Back to
Godheads in hand, I caught their eyes, and
their spokesman gave me a polite nod, but
I could see he wasn’t completely satisfied.

I could empathize with him, for he had
made a fairly common mistake. In my try-
ing to understand Krsna consciousness, I
had also sometimes made the mistake of
not letting go of my private notions of
what God can and cannot do, trying to
make the Unlimited and Inconceivable
compatible with my own ideas. In the face

(continued on page 35)
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Lord Krsna’s Cuisine

Gifts From the Seed-Giving Father

When the mystery tree in our yard turned out prolific, we appreciated
its fruits as gifts of the earth, the rain, the sun—and Krsna.

by VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

n a dank February day last year, my
family and I moved to a rented
house. We were glad to be relocated, des-
pite the heavily-trafficked four-lane drive
outside our door. In our new home a com-
fortable distance buffered us from our
neighbors, the kids had a front and back
yard to roam,and we had trees for summer
shade: evergreens and a dogwood in the
front, maples and oaks behind, and on the
far side of the driveway—well, we didn’t
know what it was. After a few months it
carried longish, pointy leaves.
In June we half-anticipated a quick trip
to thelocal hospital for stomach pumping
when the children insisted on eating the

abundant green, olivelike fruits our mys-
tery tree produced. Then in July the olivey
things got bigger and turned red. Then
dark red. Then purple.

Plums!

Branches that had angled up twelve or
fifteen feet bowed now, laden with fruit.

I thought of plum pudding, plum pie,
plum jam, plum nectar, plum jelly, plum
preserves, plum ice cream. And they re-
mained pleasant thoughts when, after my
morning walks, I'd pick the biggest plums,
wash them, offer them to Krsna, and eat
them with breakfast, amazed attheir juici-
ness, sweetness, and silky softness.

When we went visiting, we’d bring a bag

of plums. (Were we getting more invita-
tions than usual?) Neighbors came over
and filled up a box to take home now and
again. When someone did us a favor, we'd
invite them to take some plums for their
family. When some friends and I went to
the park, we munched plums under the
night sky. On Lord Balarama’s appear-
ance day, I got the longest ladder in the
house and bagged the most delectable
fruits for His offering. And still the tree
was laden. When I walked under it to find
ripe plums, my shoes would become pur-
ple from scrunching the juicy plum-carpet.

Finally, around mid-August, after we'd
bagged a bunch for Janmastami (Lord
Krsna’s appearance day), I noticed that
our tree was gradually straightening up,
like someone slowly rising after bending
over. And by the last week of the month, it
stood as before: a dozen dried-up plums
dangled like huge raisins from its
branches, while below, the crushed ones
lay as scarred reminders of the glorious
plum-laden days past.

On seeing a tree like ours, a horti-
culturist sees horticultural explanations
for the lavish production of luscious
fruits. A plum-lover sees the object of his
desires. One who doesn’t like plums sees
nothingof much value. And a devotee sees
Krsna, the seed-giving father.

A devotee thinks how no person or ma-
chine can produce a single plum (even a
scrawny, dry one), which houses a seed ca-
pable of producing a plum tree, which is
capable of producing hundreds of deli-
cious plums, each one capable of produc-
ing another tree. He sees that the simple,
relishable plum is a gift of the earth, the
rain, the sun, and ultimately the Supreme
Lord Himself. In return for this gift, we
have nothing to offer but our gratitude
and whatever love we can muster for
Krsna, who has so kindly given it.  EJ

'd ™
Plum Chutney

Preparation time: 30 minutes
Servings: 4-6

8 cups plums

2 tablespoons ghee (clarified butter)
or vegetable oil

1 teaspoon fresh ginger, grated

2 dried chilies, crushed

2 teaspoons ground coriander

12 teaspoon ground cardamom seeds

Y2 teaspoon rose water

2 cups sugar

Pitthe plums and cutthemintochunks.
Heat the ghee or vegetable oil in a sauce-
pan over a medium-low flame. Add the
ginger and crushed chilies, then stir-fry
for one minute. Add the plums and the re-
mainingingredients and cooktoachunky
purée. Cool and offer to Krsna.

N /
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THEVEDIC

Transcendental Comment

THE BALD TRUTH

by Kundali dasa

Nol every Hare Krsna male sports a
shaved head. It’s not an absolute re-
quirement, but it’s part of the tradition,
and there are good reasons for it. So most
Krsna conscious men preferto shave their
heads and keep the tuftin the back, called
a Sikha. 1 remember the first time my
mother saw me with a shaved head. She
wanted to know why.

“Because it is cleaner,” I said. “Hair at-
tracts and keeps a lot of dirt. We believe
‘Cleanliness is next to godliness.” But the
main reason is that shaving is an expres-
sion of surrender to the Lord.”

“What does a shaved head have to do
with surrender to God?” she asked archly.

“Hair is very important for people in
bodilyconsciousness,” I explained. “They
associate it with youth and beauty. Butin
Krsna consciousness we learn that the
first principle of spiritual life is to tran-
scend identification with the body and to
identify oneself as a spiritual soul.

“Because most people consider hair an
essential aspectoftheirbeauty and intrin-
sic to their identity, they are very attached
toit. So when a man takes up spiritual life,
shaving his head is a significant step. It
indicates that he is very serious about
surrendering, and it pleases the spiritual
master to see the disciple advance in
renunciation.”

My mom disagreed. She harrumphed a
bit, then asserted that she didn’t think my
pointabout people being attached to their
hair was well founded. All the same, she
admitted she liked me better with mine.

Our conversation occurred almost fif-
teen years ago, but it came to mind re-
cently when I read an article on baldness.
Victims of baldness can now smear on a
drug that induces hair growth, or they can
get hair transplants, or they can try
the most recent development: scalp-
reduction surgery.

In this operation strips of bald scalp are
surgically removed, and the hair-bearing
section of the pateis pulled up and sutured
together to reduce the bald area. After-
wards,if any baldness remains, hairis im-
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planted to fill the space.

The operation can cost as much as five
thousand dollars. Still, it is much more
economical than the drug treatments,
which cost a thousand dollars a year. My
stepfather, for instance, who started bald-
ing atthirty-four, would have spent twenty
thousand dollars on drugs by now. If he
lived to eighty, he would spend forty-six
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identify yourself with your body, which is
withering even as you read this, you'd con-
sider the discovery of a cure for baldness a
cause for celebration.

_ This kind of news item confirms why
Srila Prabhupada referred to ours as a
“misguided civilization.” For without
pursuing perfection in Krsna conscious-
ness, embodied souls, trying to prolong

“Hey, baldy!”

thousand dollars on his hair alone.

These advances in the bald wars, the ar-
ticle pointed out, have brought hope into
the lives of some thirty million men who
consider baldness a real setback, a virtual
neon indicator of “lost youth and vigor.”

Upon reading this, I could not help
thinking, Well, Mom, there you are. After all
these years, here is proof that a devotee’s
shaved head is surrender. Men areso attached
to their hair that they are willing to pay hand-
somely to get it back.

To a person trained in Krsna con-
sciousness, who understands that the
bodyis temporary, these measures against
baldness seem silly. But if you happen to

their illusion of happiness in the material
world, are obliged toengage in such trivial
pursuits, instead of thinking how to end
repeated birth and death altogether.

MUTABLE
MORALITY

by Dvarakadhisa-devi dasi

Ycars ago, my juvenile mind had it all
figured out. Good people were those
who lived happily within the law, working
diligently and honestly, going to church
on Sundays, and thinking of their chil-
dren’s future. Bad people, on the other
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hand, lived in dark places and had cruel
expressions on their faces. They stole
money from the good people and spent it
on whiskey. Children had to be wary be-
cause bad people would try to give us
candy laced with poison.

Fortunately, laws protected the good
people from the bad people.

I was jolted, then, when I deciphered
from one of my mother’s hushed conver-
sations the news that my uncle Rob was in
jail. Uncle Rob? But he’s my godfather!
The clear-cut division between good and
bad became blurred. Was he a good per-
son turned bad, or had he always been
bad? Or was he still good . . . sort of?

My theory furthereroded overthe years,
until I became attuned to the Great Ameri-
can Revelation: Everyone must intuit for
himself what is right or wrong behavior.
Integrity is based not on an absolute
standard of behavior, but on the individ-
ual’stenaciousbeliefthat whatheis doing
is right. Civil law does not pretend to in-
still moral guidelines, but hovers on the
periphery, mirroring what society as a
whole will tolerate. Thus laws are mutable
rather than rigid, and only as effective as
the citizens’ adherence to them.

For example, abortion and homosex-
uality were once illegal, abhorred by the
majority of the population. Now both are
commonplace. In a spirit of liberalism,
behavior once considered immoral is
largely accepted by society.

Such deterioration of morality is pos-
sible when state laws are divorced from
God'’s laws. As people move further from
acceptance of God’s absolute authority,
they forget the moral logic distinguishing
good or bad behavior. A God conscious
person will think, “If God says it’s so, then
it's for the best.” But today people are
prone to consider, “Well,if I don’t feel bad
about doing it, it must be okay.” This is
atheism disguised as open-mindedness.
Simply because we ignore God and His
expressed desires does not mean we are no
longer answerable to Him.

When the only moral framework for a
body of laws is society’s whimsy, the laws
become increasingly impotent. Some-
thing so temporal is easy to bend; why
trouble ourselves to abide by laws that to-

morrow may be obsolete? Laws made by
man can be adjusted by man.

But our liberal adjustments pit our
judgmentagainst the will of the Lord, and
our leniency boomerangs. We permit
abortion, and our daughter has three by
the time she's eighteen. We espouse sexual
freedom, and our loved ones contract
AIDS. But rather than turn to God for so-

moral values, where people must forage
like beasts for food, shelter, and sex. But
we mustunderstand that moral values are
desirable specifically because they are
advocated by God. As the creator, He is
familiar with all the universal laws gov-
erning behavior, and therefore His rec-
ommendations carry perfect insight. The
Vedic scriptures are His benevolent direc-

I EETANTISIE

lutions to our problems, we further alien-
ate ourselves with bitter exhortations: “If
there’s a God, why would He let this hap-
pen to me?” We ignore God when we ad-
justour laws, then criticize Him when we
suffer the reactions.

Our suffering comes not from God, but
from our own lust and greed, which mun-
dane legislation can neversubdue. People
have to understand philosophically why
they should discipline themselves under
superior guidance. If our laws fail to pro-
mote upliftment in the spiritual con-
sciousness of the people, slow and certain
degradation is inevitable.

No one really wants a society without

"DONORS
WANTED
HIGHEST PRICES

tions for avoiding decadence and suffer-
ing. Understanding this, we can follow not
with blind faith but with the conviction
that He is offering us real happiness.

If one studies the Vedic literature and
carefully seeks out a spiritual guide, one
can learn what is true right and wrong
behavior. The spiritual master under-
stands andteaches faithfully the desires of
Krsna. The knowledge he reveals results
not only in the external harmony of so-
ciety, butin the internal purity of the indi-
vidual. Laws guided by scripture can then
be used and appreciated not as bureau-
cratic nuisances, but as blessed revela-
tions from God. £3
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Coming to Krsna

FINDING
A PERFECT
STER

From a Zen master to a hatha-yogrt
to an “enlightened” psychology professor—
a young man’s search for his guru.

by GIRIRAJA SWAMI

uring my college years, I

had the idea to attain per-
fection. I started reading spiri-
tual books and learned I
needed a guru. So whenever I
heard about a guru anywhere—
even a thousand miles away—I
would go to meet him.

One guru I met was a Zen
master, supposedly enlightened
and certified by another en-
lightened master in Japan. Dur-
ing a weekend camp at his
asrama, he held meditation

Giriraja Swami (left) accompanies
Srila Prabhupada on an early-
morning walk along Juhu Beach in
Bombay.

sessions in which everyone had
to sit up very straight and look
at the wall, concentrating on
some object he would give us.
The master walked around with
a stick, and if he thought we
were falling asleep or that our
minds were wandering, he'd hit
us. After one such session, some
of his students asked him about
his becoming angry recently.
“Yes, it’s true.,” he said. "I lost
my temper; I shouldn’t have.” I
started to doubt whether he was
my guru. But because I had
read that a Zen master is sup-
posed to appear ordinary, I
thought, “Maybe this is part of
it.” Later he came to Boston.

BACK TO GODHEAD
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After his talk and demonstration, some-
one in the audience asked about Vedanta.
“I have enough trouble keeping up with
Zen.Howdo you expect me to know about
Vedanta?” | thought, “He’s not my perfect
master.”

Then a hatha-yogr came to Brandeis
University, near Boston, where I was a stu-
dent, He had long hair and a beard and
flowing robes. He said that by yoga you
could attain complete mastery over your
bowels: “Ascending colon, advance!
Transverse colon, advance! Descending
colon, advance!” and finally, “Rectum,
pass!” I was really looking for a guru, so I
thought, “Anyway, maybe.” From the uni-
versity he went to the airport, and I drove
there with some of his students to see him
off. There he was—long, flowing hair,
beard, draping orange robes, a flower in
his hair, a twinkle in his eyes—the very
picture of Indian spirituality. But on see-~
ing him embracing his women disciples, 1
thought, “Well, maybe he’s not the perfect
master. I have to keep looking.”

Then I heard of an enlightened soul, a
professor of psychology at a progressive
university. I wanted to see him imme-
diately. It was a Friday—no classes the
nextday—soldrove formany hours. With
great anticipation and eagerness I in-
quired about the professor. He was play-
ing golf. “Playing golf? I thought he was
supposed to be enlightened.” “That is his
Zen,” was the reply.

The campus was full of people inter-
ested in spiritual life. Some students
started to tell me about a guru who had
visited the campus recently. He had said,
“The guruisinthe heart, where hesitsona
lotus flower.” From what they said I got
a very strong impression that there is a
divine personality in our hearts with
whom we can have a sublime, personal
relationship. I became very eager to meet
him.

I had gotten the idea from reading
books that you don’t have to find the guru
or choose him; he is already there. I even
had a meuntal picture of what he looked
like—and my guru didn’t have hair. All
the other swamis and yogls had long hair
and beards, so I was thinking, “Howam I
ever going to meet my guru?”

One day I saw a poster on campus an-
nouncing that Swami Bhaktivedanta
would be speaking on Bhagavad-gita As It
Is. Although I was supposed to go to the
movies that night, I wanted to hear Swami
Bhaktivedanta. My friends were saying,
“Why can’t you be normal like other peo-
ple? Why do you always have to chase af-
ter these swamis?” I really didn’t want to
disappointthem,soltried to go along with
theiridea. But there was somethinginside
me thatkeptforcing me to go to the lecture.
Finally I said, “Okay, this will be the last
one I go to.”
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My friends reluctantly came along, but
because we’d been arguing, we arrived at
the auditorium late and missed the lec-
ture. Srila Prabhupada was still sitting on
the stage, and Satsvaropa was leading the
chanting of Hare Krsna. The devotees
were also onstage, dancing in ecstasy in a
circle. Some of the students in the audito-
rium jumped onto the stage and joined in.
I also felt like going up, but I knew my
friends wouldn’t approve.

When the kirtana ended, the devo-
tees announced that they needed a lift to
Harvard Square in Boston. Since the
movie was at Harvard Square, I invited
them to ride with us, and everyone piled
into my station wagon. Satsvariipa was
squeezed in the back compartment with
my best friend. They were discussing phi-
losophy, my friend declaring that every-

AS Srila Prabhu-
pada spoke, I
got the clear im-
pression that he
knew everything
about me and was
seeing right into
my apartment,
right to the sign
on the wall where
I had engraved

In very ornate

lettering—
YOU ARE GOD.

thing is void, and Satsvaripa insisting
thatthereis novoidinthecreationof God.

When we got to Harvard Square, 1 let
the devotees out. But as I was driving
away. I realized I didn’tknowhowto getin
touch with them. I immediately stopped
the car in the middle of Harvard Square
and ran after them. I caught up to one of
the devotees. “I want to meet the Swami,” I
said. He told me I could come, and he
would try to arrange an appointment. An
appointment? 1 thought, A guru isn't sup-
posed to be busy! . . . “Well, anyway, okay,
give me the address.”

Meanwhile, about twenty cars had
lined up behind mine and were honking
their horns. I quickly noted the address of
the temple. “Come at seven tomorrow
night,” he said.

The small temple room was already

packed when I arrived. Srila Prabhupada
began speaking. Because [ wasn’t used to
his Bengali accent and because the phi-
losophy was new to me, I had difficulty
understanding. Butldid hearhim say that
out of many thousands of men, one will
seek perfection. I thought, “That’s me!”

Srila Prabhupada asked for questions. I
raised my hand. “There are so many
swamis and masters, and each one is
recommending a different method of self-
realization and saying his is best. How do
I know which is actually best?”

Prabhupada responded, “What is your
goal? Do you want to serve God, or do you
want to become God? If you want to be-
come God, it means that now you are not
God. So how can not-God become God?
God is God. He is always God. He never
has to become God by practicing yoga or
meditation. Krsnais God. He’s God when
He’s playing on the lap of mother Yadoda.
He's God when He's speaking Bhagavad-
gita to Arjuna. God is God.”

Then he said, “The real guru teaches
that God is in your heart and that you can
become godly—but that you cannot be-
come God.”

As Srila Prabhupada spoke, I got the
clear impression that he knew everything
about me and was seeing right into my
apartment, right to the sign on the wall
wherelhadengravedin very ornate letter-
ing—YOU ARE GOD. :

Srila Prabhupada said gravely, “What
do you think? Do you want to serve God,
ordo you wantto become God?”' I was just
abouttolie,butthenIsaid,“Iwanttoserve
God, butI realize thatactually I wanted to
become God.” Srila Prabhupada af-
firmed emphatically, “Yes!” I offered my
obeisances. I knew that he was my spiri-
tual master.

A devotee then brought a huge plate of
prasadam to Srila Prabhupada. “I'm not
God: I cannot eat all of this,” quipped
Prabhupada. He took a little bit and told
the devotee to distribute the rest.

From that first meeting, my whole [ife’s
purpose became to bring people to meet
Srila Prabhupada.l was ableto do thatior

many years, but when Srila Prabhupada
passed away, I was wondering, “What will
be my service now?” because my wpote
service had been to bring people to Srila
Prabhupada.

Now I understand that Srila Prabhu-
pada is always present, and that by
speaking of him, hearing about him, re-
membering him, and, most significantly,
by studying his books, we can experience
his presence. So I can continue doing
what I was doing when he was personally
present—introducing souls to Srila
Prabhupada—and that is what I feel natu-
ral doing. Because I know thatsomehow or
other, if someone comes in touch with Srila
Prabhupada, his life will be successful. E3
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The books of the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust are the most complete and
authoritative English editions of the ancient Vedic writings available today. No
literature in the world can compare with the Vedic writings in their presenta-
tion of the rigorous philosophy of the Absolute Truth and in their penetrating
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SETRA

Lord Caitanya visited this sacred place
more than four centuries ago, yet His instructions to
one of its residents are remembered even today.
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by JAGATGURU SWAMI

PHOTOS BY BHAVANANDA RAYA SWAMI

t was early April when our group of

four devotees from the United States
arrived in Calcutta. We were on pilgrim-
age to Kiirmaksetra, a remote holy place
on the southeastern coast of India.

To the people of South India, Kiarma-
ksetra is an important holy place owing to
its magnificent temple of Sri Karma, a
Deity of Lord Visnu, the Personality of
Godhead, in the form of a kirma, or tor-
toise. Kirma-avatara is one of the ten in-
carnations of Godhead known in India as
Dasavatara. As described in Bhagavad-
gitd, the incarnations of Godhead appear
in this world to deliver the devotees and
vanquish the miscreants.

The Srimad-Bhagavatam explains that
during the early days of the universe Lord
Visnu appeared as Kiarma to help the
demigods and demons produce the nectar
of immortality by churning the milk
ocean. Lord Karma submerged Himself
within the ocean, and His back became
the pivot for Mandara Mountain, which
was used as a churning rod. By the Lord’s
arrangement, the nectar produced was
distributed only to the demigods.

We were eager to visit Kirmaksetra be-

Assuming the form of a
giant tortoise (far left),
Lord Visnu simulta-
neously supports
Mandara Mountain and
sits on top of it while the
demons and demigods
churn the ocean of milk
to produce immortal
nectar. At left, Jagatguru
Swami (on right) and
Mr. Dosi look over a
map as their train rum-
bles on its way to
Karmaksetra, site of the
world's only temple of
the tortoise incarnation.

cause even though the pastimes of the
Karma-avatara have been widely por-
trayed throughout India’s history in
paintings, sculpture, literature, songs, and
drama, the temple of Sri Karma at
Kuarmaksetra is unique, for no other tem-
ple of Lord Kurma has ever existed.

There was another reason for our pil-
grimage: we wanted to retrace the foot-
steps of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu. The
Caitanya-caritamrta describes Lord Cai-
tanya’s visit to Karmaksetra during His
travels through South India almost five
hundred years ago. At Kirmaksetra—as
in all the places He visited—Lord Cai-
tanya introduced the sankirtana move-
ment by dancing in ecstasy and chanting
the Hare Krsna maha-mantra: Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare. Lord Caitanya Maha-
prabhu taught that in this age no other
process for self-realization is as effective
asthe congregational chanting of the holy
names of God.

It was typically hotand humid when we
arrived in Calcutta. After refreshing our-
selves at our hotel, we went straight to the

BACKTO GODHEAD 17



Government of India Tourist Bureau and
purchased four train tickets to Karma-
ksetra via Sri Kakulam.

The next morning, we were up early,
and by 4:30 we were in a taxi headed for
Howrah Station. There is no such thing as
“beating the rush hour”in Calcutta. Atthe
Howrah bridge, which crosses the Ganges
River, the cars and buses were already
bumper to bumper.

At the station we struggled through the
crowds and haggled with the porters over
price. Once inside the train, we put our
baggage under the seats and waited. The
train was twenty enger cars pulled by
an old steam-powered locomotive. At 6:30
the engineer blew the whistle, and the
train inched away from the platform. Af-
ter around forty-five minutes the train
cleared the outskirts of the city, and we en-
joyed watching the Bengal countryside
pass by our window.

By late afternoon we entered the state of
Orissa, which marked a significant change
in scenery—from lush green jungle to
semi-arid plains. I took out my Bartholo-
mew map of the Indian subcontinent

o
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and marked our route along the coast. We
chanted Hare Krsna on our beads and
read Bhagavad-gita as we rumbled along.

The next day an Indian gentleman en-
tered our cabin. He wore traditional
Hindu clothing, a white cotton shirt and
matching pants. “Yes, you can sit here,
sir,” [ said, pointing to the seat next to me.
The gentleman sat down and introduced
himself as Mr. Gopalam Dosi. Mr. Dosi
said this was the first time he had ever met
Western devotees of Lord Krsna. He said
our meeting was God’s arrangement.

When I asked Mr. Dosi where he was
from, he said, “Kurmaksetra. Are you go-
ing there?”“Yes!" I replied. “We are on pil-
grimage.” I explained to Mr. Dosi that we
were members of the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness and that
our mission was to spread Krsna con-
sciousness all over the world. I mentioned
that Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu wanted
everyone born in India to preach Krsna
consciousness. In a half-serious tone I
suggested that Mr. Dosi might take san-
nyasa, the renounced order of life, and
become a preacher of Lord Caitanya’s




movement. “Yes,” he said, “that would be
good. But we are householders; our dutyis
to stay at home.”

“Perhaps you know,” he continued,
“Caitanya Mahaprabhu came to Karma-
ksetra a long time ago. He told the people
ofourvillage toremainin theirhomes and
chantthe name of Krsna.” I was surprised
to hear Mr. Dosi’s conviction aboutchant-
ing Krsna’s name, and I was especially
surprised to hear him mention Lord
Caitanya.

The Caitanya-caritamrta describes that
when Lord Caitanya came to Karma-
ksetra, He stayed in the house of a local
brahmana. When the Lord was preparing
to leave, the brahmana wanted to take san-
nyasa and travel with Him, but Lord Cai-
tanya forbade him to do so. He instructed

Perched on a knoll in
Kiirmaksetra (above,
left), a small shrine
houses the footprints
of Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. Above,
Western Vaisnavas in
Sri Kakulam—
Jagatguru Swami,
Govinda-bhasya. and
Jaya Gopala—join a
group of local busi-
nessmen out for daily
sankirtana before be-
ginning their day's
work. Offering protec-
tion and benedictions.
these Deities of
Laksmi-Nrsirmha (far
left) and Lord Krsna
(left) are worshiped in
Sri Kakulam.

the brahmana to remain at home and al-
ways chant the holy name of Krsna. Lord
Caitanya said, “Don’t speak like that
again. Better to remain athome and chant
the holy name of Krsna. Instructeveryone
to follow the orders of Lord Krsna as they
are given in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-
Bhagavatam. In this way become a spiri-
tual master and try to liberate everyone in
this land. If you follow this instruction,
your materialistic life at home will not ob-
struct your spiritual advancement. If you
follow these regulative principles, we will
again meet here, or rather, you will never
lose My company.”

While speaking with Mr. Dosi, we be-
came absorbed in thoughts of Lord Cai-
tanya'ssarkirtana movement and became
more eager to see the temple of SriKarma.

Suddenly the train began to slow down.
The conductor stuck his head into our
compartment and announced, “Sri Ka-
kulam! Nextstop, SriKakulam.” Mr. Dosi
turned to me and said, “This is where we
get off.” When the train came to a stop at
the platform, we parted company.

The railway station was about ten miles
from the center of town. We spent the
nightin a hotel and were up early the next
morning, intent on seeing some of the
templesin Sri Kakulam before goingon to
Kurmaksetra. It wasstill alittle dark when
we left our room and went out onto the
street, already alive with activity. People
were moving about performingtheir morn-
ing duties—drawing water from the neigh-
borhood well, milking the family cow,and
goingtoand from the temples for morning
worship.

Aslightbeganto appearon the horizon,
we met with a group of local chanters—
three men emerged from the dawn play-
ing musical instruments and chanting the
mahda-mantra. What a wonderful sight! It
wasasiftheyhad appeared fromthe pages
of Caitanya-caritamrta. At their request we
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joined in the chanting and continued
along the road.

Shortly we came to a small neigh-
borhood temple. After more chanting we
satdown and gotacquainted with our new
friends. Each of the men owned a small
business in the marketplace but came out
on the chanting party each day before go-
ing to work. They begged us to continue
with them, but we had to start for the tem-
ple of Sri Kiirma, and so we bid farewell.

Boarding a fifty-two-seat bus with at
least seventy-five other passengers, we be-
gan our twenty-two-mile journey to the
village of Kurmaksetra. Half the passen-
gers were pilgrims, and the other halfwere
local farmers. The bus stopped along the
road about every mile or so to either pick
someone up or drop someone off. Within
an hour we arrived at Karmaksetra.

Gettingoffthe bus, we decided to follow
the flow of the other pilgrims. We walked
along the narrow village streets filled with
children at play and past the thatched-
roof dwellings until we came to a still lake.
Lookingacross, we gotour first view of the
ancient temple of Sri Kiirma.

Rows of stone steps led up from the lake
toward the temple. Beyond a stand of
palm trees towered the temple gate and the
main shrine of the Deity. Our path led us
around the left bank, and as we drew
nearer, many of the pilgrims began to run
toward the temple as if it might vanish be-
fore they could reach it. Their enthusiasm
was like that of small children about to
fulfill their heart’s desire.

When we reached the main entrance,
many pilgrims were sitting and waiting.
The temple doors were closed. It would be
another hour before they opened. So,
cameras in hand, we began to circumam-
bulate the outer wall of the temple.

On the way, a village boy started to tag
along. He turned out to be a guide and of-
fered to show us around—for one rupee.
On the southern side of the temple, we
came upon a small shrine perched on a
knoll. As we approached the shrine, the
boy said, “Mahaprabhu pdda, Ma
prabhu pada.” 1 understood that he was
saying, “Mahaprabhu’s feet,” but I wasn’t
quite sure what he meant. When we
reached the shrine, the boy went inside
and pointed, “Here.” We looked inside
and saw two large footprints in a marble
slab. Below, an inscription in Telegu read:
“Mahaprabhu visited Kurmaksetra in
A.D. 1512. Caitanya footprints installed by
Paramahamsa Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Gosvami in 1930.”

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Tha-
kura, the spiritual master of our spiritual
master, Srila Prabhupada, had the shrine
built to commemorate Caitanya Maha-
prabhu’s pilgrimage to Kiirmak S
Bhaktisiddhanta had laid the footprints
in their place. As we stood by the shrine,
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Its silver dome glis-
tening in the sun-
shine, the temple of
Sri Karma (above)
stands on the shore
of Karma Lake,
where pilgrims de-
scend ancient steps
to bathe in the
sacred waters. At
right, in a rare
photograph, the
Deity of Sri Karma.




Decorated with traditional tilaka
markings identifying devotees of Lord
Visnu, brahmana priests (left) of the Sri
Kiarma Deity pose for a photograph in
the courtyard of the temple.

we felt the inspiring presence of our
parama-guru. Now there was a third
dimension to our pilgrimage: we were fol-
lowing in the footsteps of Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati Thakura.

Suddenly, conchshells blew and the
temple bells rang, announcing the open-
ingofthe temple doors. Ourheartsleaped,
and we ran toward the temple.

Leaving our shoes behind, we merged
in the column of pilgrims passing through
the massive doorway. The temple was
vast—a seemingly endless array of

(continued on page 26)
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FLOOD!

1i Mayapur is the sacred place where Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu

appeared and inaugurated the Hare Krsna sankirtana movement
five hundred years ago. It is also the world headquarters of the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Consciousness, ISKCON. To members of

ISKCON the thought of Sri Mayapur brings visions of a sublime abode

peacefully nestled by the banks of the Ganges River, and remem-
brance of Sri Caitanya’s transcendental pastimes.

But there is another side to Sri Mayapur, that of a backward rural
community struggling with the vagaries of nature to eke out a living
from simple farming and village crafts. Every year the inhabitants of Sri
Mayapur look to the monsoon rains with both hope and apprehension.

Hope—forenough raintosupporttheirmostimportant crop ofthe year. And

apprehension—that those same rains might bring ravaging floods.

Last year, on August 27, their hopes were destroyed with swift and
relentless fury. The Ganges broke over the dikes and bunds holding
back her swelling waters and spread quickly over the countryside,
sweeping away their simple mud houses and bamboo structures and
destroying their crops. Hundreds of homeless villagers rushed to the
shelter of ISKCON's sturdy, multistoried structures. Within hours the
water had risen to more than eight feet in places, creating the worst
flood in many years.

ISKCON devotees quickly mounted a relief effort. Obtaining boats
from supporters, they organized a massive food distribution program.
Every day the devotees prepared and delivered to thousands of
stranded villagers hundreds of pounds of nutritious kicchri (a stew of
rice and beans), a favorite of the local people. The flood lasted more
than thirty days, making it the longest in recent history, and throughout
that time ISKCON Food Relief was present, serving more than two hun-
dred thousand meals and saving thousands of people from certain
disaster.

Now the flood waters have receded, but the work has just begun.
The flood destroyed all standing crops and hundreds of homes. The vil-




lagers of $ri Mayapur are on the brink of complete ruin. They need our
help.

The food distribution must continue. Many now go hungry except for
what ISKCON $ri Mayapur provides. And only through an extensive re-
habilitation program can the villagers recover from the devastation.
Homes must be rebuilt; farmers need vital economic aid. All of this must
be done now. It can only be done with your help. ISKCON Sri Maya-
pur's resources are drained. Now others must come forward to give
their support. Y

$rf Mayapur Project, U.S.A., a nonprofit, tax-exempt corporation estab-
lished expressly to support the $r Mayapur Project, has set up the Sri
Mayapur Flood Emergency:Relief Fund solely for channeling your contri-
butions toward this effort. Donations to this fund will be sent to a similar
fund set up in Sri Mayapur and administered by a committee of
ISKCON devotees and life members.

Let us remember the spiritual significance of Sri Mayapur. And let us
remember the special position of its residents. They need our help now.
Please take a moment to complete the coupon and send your contribu-
tion today. Your Krsna conscious charity will certainly be spiritually re-
warded many times over.

L PR Sk AR e,

$ri Mayapur Flood Emergency Relief Fund
Organized by Sri Mayapur Project, Inc.

| want to help the victims of the Sri Mayapur flood.
Enclosed is my contribution of

0$5 O%10 O$25 O$50 O$100 O%

Name
Address
City.

State. Zip.

Make checks payable to: $ri Mayapur Flood Emergency Relief Fund. Mail to: Sri
Mayapur Project, Inc., 1125 S. Cedar Crest Bivd., Allentown, PA 18103. Phone: (215)
821-1240. All contributions are tax deductible. In addition to an official receipt, all con-
tributors will receive a newsletter detailing the relief efforts.
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International Society forK

CENTERS AROUR

NORTH AMERICA

CANADA
Calgary, Alberta—10516 Oakfield Drive SW.,, T2W 2A9/ (403) 238-0602
Montreal, Quebec—1626 Pie IX Boulevard, HIV 2C5/ (514) 521-1301
Ottawa, Ontario—212 Somerser St E., KIN 6V4/ (613) 233-1884
Regina, Saskatchewan—1817 Victoria Ave, S4T 1K6/ (306) 511-4973
Toronto, Ontario—243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2]6/ (416) 922-5415
Vancouver, B.C.—5462 S.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5] 3G8/ (604) 433-9718
RESTAURANT
Ottowa—Gaovinda's, 212 Somerset St. E./ (613) 233-3460
U.S.A.
Athens, Ohio—89 Mill St., 45701/ (614) 592-4740
Atlanta, Georgia—1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. N.E,, 30306/ (404) 377-8680
Baltimore, Maryland—200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville 21228/ (301) 744-9537
Berkeley, California—2334 Stuart St,, 94705/ (415) 644-1113
Boulder, Colorado—917 Pleasant St., 80302/ (303) 444-7005
Boston, Massachusetts—72 Commonwealth Ave,, 02116/ (617) 247-8611
Charleston, So. Carolina—1730 Savannah Hwy,, 29407/ (803) 763-6959
Chicago, llinois—1716 W, Lunt Ave., 60626/ (312) 973-0900
Crescent City, California— 150 Oak St., Rock Creek Sub., 95531
Dallas, Texas—35430 Gurley Ave, 75223/ (214) 827-6330
Denver, Colorado— 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ (303) 333-5461
Detroit, Michigan—383 Lenox Ave, 48215/ (313) 824-6000
East Lansing, Michigan—3501 Sunser Lane, 48823/ (517) 332-1823
Fullerton, California—2011 E. Chap Ave., 92631/ (714) 870-1156
Gurabo, Puerto Rico—Rr. 181, Box 215-B, Bo. St. Rita, 00658/ (809) 737-5212
Gainesville, Florida— 417/ 1419 NW. 1st Ave,, 32601/ (904)375-2884
Hartford, Connecticut— 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ (203) 289-7252
Honolulu, Hawaii—351 Coelho Way, 96817/ (808) 595-3947
Houston, Texas— 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ (713) 686-4482
Laguna Beach, California—285 Legion St., 92651/ (714) 494-7029
Long Island, New York—197 5. Ocean Ave., Freeporr, 11520/ (516) 3178-6184
Los Angeles, Californin—3764 Warseka Ave,, 90034/ (213) 836-2676
Madison, Wisconsin— 1149 E. Dayton St., 53703/ (608) 255-8883
Miami, Florida—829 NW. 14 Court, 32790/ (305) 643-6840
Miami Beach, Florida—2445 Caollins Ave., 33140/ (305) 5310331
New Haven, Connecticut—P.O. Box 455, 06502 / (203) 787-4642
New Orleans, Louisiana—2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ (504) 485-7433
New York, New York—305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn 11217/ (718) 855-6714
Orlando, Florida— 1926 Cenmal Patk Ave., 32807/ (305) 275-3282
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—51 W. Allens Lane, 19119/ (215) 247-4600
St. Louis, Missouri—3926 Lindell Blvd,, 63108/ (314} 535-8085
San Diego, California—1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ (619) 483-2500
San Francisco, California—84 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-8647
Seattle, Washington—3114 E. Pine St,, 98122/ (206) 329-7011
State College, Pennsylvania— 103 E. Hamilton Ave., 16801/ (814) 134-1867
Tallahassee, Florida—1323 Nylic St. (mail: PO. Box 20224, 32304)/ (904) 6819158
Tampa, Florida— 13821 N. 37 St,, 33613/ (813) 977-0026
Topanga, California—20395 Callon Dr., 90290/ (213) 455-1658
Towaco, New Jersey— (mail: PO. Box 109, 07082)/ (201} 299-0970
Washington, D.C.—10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ (301) 299-5939
FARM COMMUNITIES
Carriere, Mississippi (New Tal )—Route 2, Box 449, 394267 (601) 798-8533
Gainesville, Florida (New Ramana-reti)—Box 819, Alachua, Florida 32615/ (904) 4621-9046
Greenfield, Illinois—Rr. 2, Box 27, 62044 (contact ISKCON St. Louis)
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardana Hill)—(contact [ISKCON Gurabo)
Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Gokula)—Rt. 6, Box 701, 27278/ (919) 732-6492
Mulberry, Te (Murari ka)—Muriri Project, Rr. No. |, Box 146-A, 37359/
(615) 759-7331
Ninole, Hawaii {New K.Hn:llokn}—PO Box 108, 96773/ (B0B) 595-3947
Port Royal, Pennsy (Gita i)—R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ (717) 5274101
RESTAURANTS
Dallas—Kalachandiji's (at ISKCON Dallas)
Detroit—Govinda's (ar ISKCON Derroit)/ (313) 331-6740
Los Angeles—Govinda's, 9624 Venice Blvd., Culver City, 90230/ (213) 836-1269
Miami Beach—Govinda's (ar ISKCON Miami Beach)
St. Louis—Govinda's (ar ISKCON St. Louis)/ (314) 535-8085
San Diego—3102 University Ave., North Park, CA 92104/ (619) 184-4827
San Francisco—Govinda's, 86 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-9703
San Juan, Puerto Rico—Govinda, Tetuan 153, Viejo San Juan 00903/ (809) 725-4885

EUROPE

ENGLAND AND IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland— 140 Upper [ ray Lane, Belfast/ 621757
Dublin, Ireland—1 Crow St., Dublin 2/ (01) 773997
London, England (city)— 10 Soho St., London W1/ (01) 437-3662
London, England (country)—Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Warford,
Hertfordshire WD2 8EF/ (09276) 7244
FARM COMMUNITIES
Lake Island of Inish Rath—Lisnaskea, County F
London, England— (contct Bhaktivedanm Manor)
RESTAURANTS
Dublin, Ireland—Golden Avatar (at ISKCON Dublin)/ (01) 773997
London—Govinda's, 9-10 Soho St./ (01) 437-3662
ITALY
Bologna—Via Saliceto 1, 40013 Castelmaggiore (BO)/ (51) 700-868
Catania—Via San Nicold al Borgo 28, 95128 Catania, Sicily/ (95) 522-252

h, Northern Ireland/ (365) 21512
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Naples—Via Torricelli 77, 80059 Torre del Greco (NA)/ (81) 881-5431
Padua—Via delle Granze 107, 35040 Loc. Camin (PD)/ (49) 760007
Pisa—Via delle Colline, Loc. La Meridiana, 56030 Perignano (PI)/ (587) 616-194
Rome—Via di Tor Tre Teste 142, 00169 Roma/
Turin—>Strada Berra 15/1, Loe, Tetti Gariglio, 10025 Pino Torinese (TO)/ (11) 840-957
Varese—Via Vol 19, 21013 Gallarate (VA)/ (331) 783-268
FARM COMMUNITY
Florence (Villa Vend J—Via C
Val di Pesa (FI)* 50{1?_6;‘ [55} 820054
RESTAURANTS
Milan—Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano/ (2) 862-417
Rome—Govinda's, Via di San Simone 73/A, 00186 Roma/ (6) 654-8856
OTHER COUNTRIES
Amsterdam, Holland—Krsna Dham, 225 Ruysdaelkade, 1072 AW/ (020) 751 404
Athens, Greece—Poseidonos 27, llioupali, 16 345/ 020-751404
Barcelona, Spain— c/de L'Oblir; 67-08026/ (93) 347-9933
Bergen, Norway—Storhaugen 6, 5000 Bergen/ (05) 29 05 45
Brussels, Belgium—49 rue Marché aux Poulets-1000 Bruxelles/ (02) 513 86 05/04
Copenhagen, Denmark—Govinda's, Soldalen 21, 2100 Copenhagen/ (01) 18-43-78
Diidingen, Switzerland—Im Suillen Tal, CH3186 Diidingen (FR)/ ((13?] 43-26-98
Githenburg, Sweden—Govinda's, Viistra Homng 20, 41117 Gothenburg/ (031) 116166
Grodinge, Sweden—Korsniis Gard, 140 32 Gradinge/ 0753-29151
Helsinki, Finland—Govinda' inkatu 10D, Helsinki 15/ (065) 0039
Heidelberg, W. Germany—Kirfursten Anlage 5, 6900 Heidelberg/ 06221-15101
Madrid, Spain—c/Pablo Vidal, 13-28043/(91) 4135-779
bt,plnn. Btlglum—( hﬂh“lll de Petit Somme, Sepron 5482/ 086-322480
tan 22, 112 40 Stockholm/ 08-549002
Valencia, Spain—c/de Allmmnw Cadarso #12, Vedar de Torrente/ (961) 55962
Vienna, Austria—Center for Vedic Studies, Liechtensteinstrasse 23/11, 1090 Vienna/ (0222) 512-98-15
Ziirich, Switzerland—Berpstrasse 54, 8032 Ziirich/ (01) 69-32-79
FARM COMMUNITIES
Bavarian Forest (Bayrisher Wald), W. Germany (Nava-Jiyada-Nrsimha-Ksetra) —
{conmcr ISKCON Heidelberg)
Brihuega, Spain (New Vraja Mandala)—(Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ (11) 280018
Jirna, Sweden—Almviks Gird, 15300 Jirna/ (46) 755-52068
Lugano, Switzerland—The Gokula Project, La Pampa, 6981 Sessa (Malcantone) T1/ (091) 73-25-7
Valencay, France (New Mayapur)—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ (54) 40-26-88

AUSTRALASIA

AUSTRALIA
Adelaide—69 Belair Rd., Kingswood, S.A. 5062 (mail: PO. Box 235, Kingswood),/ (08) 2720488
Brisbane—95 Bank Road, Graceville, Q.L.D. 4075 (mail: P.O. Box 649, Toowong, Q.L.D. 4066)/ (07) 37919%
Caimns—69 Spence St., Cairns, Q.LD. 4870 (mail: PO. Box 5238, Caims Mail Centre, Q.L.D. 4870)/

(070) 516946
Melbourne—197 Danks St., Albert Park, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ (03) 699-5122
North Sydney— 180 Falcon St., N. Sydney, N.SW. 2060 (mail: G.P.O. 2766, Sydney 2001)/ (02) 9261164
Perth—129 Barrack St., W.A. 6050 (mail: P.O. Box 598, W. Perth, W.A. 6005)/ (09) 3289171
Sydney—112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst, M.SX. 2010 (mail: P.O. Box 159, Kings Cross, NSW.

2011)/ (02) 3575162

FARM COMMUNITIES

Colo (Bhaktivedanta Ashram)—Lot 11, Upper Colo Rd., Central Colo, N.SW. (mail: RO. Box 157,

Windsor, N.SW. 2765)/ f045} TS‘}IM
Murwillumbah (New G

{ma ui P.O. Box 687)/ (066) 721903
Ri: (New Gaudadesh)—Old Renmark Rd., via Wentworth, NSW. 2648 (mail: P.O. Box 1446,

Mildura, Victorin 3500}/ (050) 278216

RESTAURANTS

Adelaide—Govinda's, 79 Hindley St., Adelaide, 5.A. 5000/ (08) 515258
Melbourne—Crossways, First Floor, 123 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ (03) 650 2939
Melbourne—Gopal's, 139 Swanston 5t., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ (03) 650-1578
Sydney—Gopal's, 180 Falcon St, N. H}\]m\. NS, 2060/ (02) 926164
Sydney—Govinda's and Govinda's Take-away (both at ISKCON Sydney)/ (075) 501642
Sydney—Hare Krsna Free Food Centre, 231 Victoria St., King's Cross, NSW. 2011/ (02) 3575162

NEW ZEALAND AND FI]JI
Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan)—Hwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golf Course)

{mail: R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ (9) 4128075

“hristel , New Zealand—83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 25-190 Christchurch)/ (3) 61965
Labasa, A--[h]'ul abasa (mail: Box 133)/ 82916
ve. (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ 61-633, ext. 48

le degli Scopeti 108, S. Andrea in Percussina, San Casciano

In,” Tyalgum Rd. via Murwillumbah, N.SW. 2484

Suva, Fiji—P.O. Box 6376, Nasinu/ 391-282

Wellington, New Zealand—2 Kensington St., (mail: P.O. Box 2753, Wellingron)/ (4) 850876
RESTAURANTS

Auckland, New Zealand—Gopal's, 1st fl,, Civic House, 291 Queen St/ (9) 34885

Lautoka, Fiji—Gopal's, Cnr.— Yasawa St. & Naviti St./ 62990
Suva, Fiji—Cnr.—Pratt St. & Joske St. (opp. Reserve Bank)/ 314154

AFRICA

Abeokuta, Nigeria—Ibadan Rd., Obantoko, behind NET (mail: PO. Box 5177)

Abidjan, Ivory Coast—01 BP 8366, Abidjan

Accra, Ghana—582 Blk. 20, Odokor, Official Town (mail: P.O. Box 01568, Osu)

Buea, Camercon—Southwest Province (mail: /o Yuh Laban Nkesah, P and T, VHS)

Cape Town, South Africa—I5 Bishoplea Road, Claremont 7700/ (21) 641 559

Durban (Matal), S. Africa—Chatsworth Circle, Chatsworth 4030 (mail: PO, Box 56003)/ (31) 435-815

Freetown, Sierra Leone— 13 Bright Sr. Brookfields (mail: P.O. Box 812, Freetown)

Johannesburg, South Africa—"Misty Hills,”" Plot 69, Reitfontein Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 723,
Muldersdrife (Tvl), 1747)/ (11) 666-2716

Harare, Zimbabwe—46 Crowhill Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 2090)/ 8877801
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A Kitwe, Zambia—3121 Gandhi Close, Buyantanshil/ 214-164
Lagos, Nigeria—No. 2 Murtala Mohammed International Airport Expressway, Mafaluku
(mail: PO. Box 8793, Lagos)
Mauritius—123 Sir Guy Forget Ave., Quatre Bornes (mail: PO. Box 108, Quatre Bornes/ 46804
Mombasa, Kenya—Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.O. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ 312248
Nkawkaw, Ghana—P.0O. Box 69, Nkawkaw
§  Nairobi, Kenya—Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: PO. Box 28946, Nairobi) / 744365
Port Harcourt, Nigeria—2 Eligham Rd. (comner of Obana Obhan S}, G.RA. I
(mail: P.O. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)
] Tokoradi, Ghana—64 Windy Ridge (mail: P.O. Box 328)
| Warri, Nigeria—1 Ogunu St., Bendel Housing Estate, Ugborikoro (PO, Box 1922, Warri) / 053-230-262
FARM COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm)—Beau Bois, Bon Acceuil
RESTAURANT
Durban, S. Africa—Govinda's (contact ISKCON Durban)

ASIA
INDIA
Agartala, Tripura—Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799001
Ahmedabad, Gujarat—7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ 449935
Bamanbore, Gujarat—N.H. 8-B, Surendranagar (city office: 32 Ananta Nagar, Kalavad Rd.,
Rajkot 360 003)
Bangalore, Karnataka—210 Bellary Road, Sadashiva Nagar, 560 080/ 361 539
Bangladesh, Bengal—Sarkarkhil, Raozan, P.O. Fakir Takia, Chittagong
Baroda, Gujarat—Hare Krishna Land, Gorri Rd., 390 015/ 316199
Bhub: Ori National Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/ 53125
Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ 626 860
Caleutta, W. Bengal—3 Albert Rd,, 700 017/ 443757
Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ 44634
Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), W. Bengal—Thakur Haridas Sripatbari Sevashram, PO. Chhaygharia,
PS. Bongaon, Dist. 24 Paragonas
Gauhati, Assam—FPost Bag No. 127/ 781 001
Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ 51018
| Imphal, Manipur—Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001
| Kakinada, A.P.—7-1-919, Vishnupriya, behind boat club, 533 003/ 5961
| Madras, Tamil Nadu—232 Kilpauk Garden Rd., Madras 600 010/ 662286
|

Mayapur, W. Bengal—Shree Mayipur Chandrodaya Mandir, PO. Shree Mayapur Dham (Dist. Nadia)
Moirang, Manipur—Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd.
Nagpur, Maharashtra—70 Hill Road, Ramnagar, 440 010/ 33513

‘ New Delhi—M-119 Greater Kailash 1, 110 048/ 6412058

Pandharpur, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Asrama, across Chandrabhaga River, Dist. Sholapur, 413304
Patna, Bihar—Rajendra Nagar Road No. 12, 800 016/ 50765
Peta-Kakani, A.P.—Guntur District
Pune, Maharashtra—4 Tarapoor Rd.
Silchar, Assam—Ambikaparti, Silchar, 788004, Cachar Distret
Siliguri, W. Bengal—Subash Pally, Siliguri
Surat, Gujarat—Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, Surat, 395 005/ 84215
| Tirupati, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Hare Krishna Road, 517 501/ 2285
] Trivandrum, Kerala—T.C. 24/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thyeaud, 695 014/ 68197
| Vrindavana, U.P.—Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhakrivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reri, Mathura/ 178
! FARM COMMUNITIES
Ahmedabad, Gujarat—Ni da Seva Ashram, Odhav Rd, (near Octioi Naka), Odhav/ 886382
| Ahmedabad District, Gujarat—Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact: ISKCON Ahmedabad)
Ch hi, Mal htra—78 Krist gar Dham, Districe Gadhachiroli, 442 603
Hyderabad, A.P.—P.O. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Taluc, Hyderabad District, 501 401
M W. Bengal— (conract Miyipur)

RESTAURANTS
Bombay, Maharashtra—Govinda's (ar Hare Krishna Land)
Vrindavana—Krishna-Balaram Mandir Guesthouse
OTHER COUNTRIES
Bali, Indonesia—Jalan Sagamona 17, Renon, Denpasar
! Bangkok, Thailand—139, Soi Puttha-Osoth, New Road/ 233-2488
£ Chittagong, Bangladesh—Caitanya Cultural Society, Sri Pundarik Dham, Mekhala, Hathazari/ 108
(city office and mail: 23 Nandan Kanan, Chitmgong)/ 20-2219
Colombo, Sri Lanka— 188 New Cheuy St, Colombo 13/ 33325
Hong Kong—27 Chatam Road South, 6/F, Kowloon/ 3-7396818
Jakarta, Ind: ia—Yayasan Kesad Krsna Indonesia, JL. Kamboja 10-12, Tomang Raya/ 599 301
Kathmandu, Nepal—Vishnu Gaun Panchayar Ward No. 2, Budhanilkantha 4-10368
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia—Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,
¥ Penling/ 730172
Manila, Philippines— I70 R. Fernandez, San Juan, Metro Manila/ 707410
Taipei, Taiwan—(mail: ¢/o ISKCON Hong Kong)
Tehran, Iran—Keshavarz-Dehkedeh Ave., Kamran St. No. 58/ 658870
Tel Aviv, Israel—[17 B] Gordon St., PO. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480/ 03-238-139
Tokyo, Japan—2-41-12 lzumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo T168/ (3) 327-1541
FARM COMMUNITY
Cebu, Philippines (Hare Krishna Paradise)—231 Pagsabungan Rd,, Basak, Mandaue City/ 83254
RESTAURANT
Cebu, Philippines—Govinda's, 26 Sanchiangko St.

LATIN AMERICA
BRAZIL
Belém, PA—Av. Gentil Bittencourt, 1002 (entre Generalissimo e Quintino Bocaidva)/ (091) 222-1886
Belo Horizante, MG—Av. Gennilio Vargas, 167, Funciondrios/ (031) 223-2776
Brasilia, DF—HIGS 706-Bloco C, Casa 29/ (061) 242-7579
Campo Grande, MS—Rua Carlos Chagas, 32-Caicara
Campos, R]—Av. Bezamath, 35, Pq. Califémia
Curitiba, PR—Av. 7 de Setembro, 1594, Alto da Rua 15/ (041) 264-6634

Florianépolis, SC—Rua Duarte Schutel, 61-Cenmo
Fortaleza, CE—Rua José Laurengo, 2114, Aldeot/ (085) 244-7068
Goiania, GO—Rua 88-C, No. 2-Setor Sul/ (062) 241-7492
Manaus, AM—Rua dos Andradas, 465, Centro/ (092) 1333709
Porto Alegre, RS—Rua Dr. Thimoteo, 753-Moinhos de Vento
Ribeirio Preto, SP—Rua Cerqueira Cesar, 480, Centro
Rio de Janeiro, RJ—Ladeira da Gléria, 98, Gléria/ (021) 285-5643
Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adomo, 17, Brotas/ (071) 244-1072
Santos, SP—Rua Nabuco de Amiijo, 151-Embaré/ (0132) 21-3596
Sao Jose dos Campos, SP—Rua Parand, 266-Vila Maria
Sao Paulo, SP—Rua Bom Pastor, 798, Ipiranga (mail: C. P. 4855)/ (011) 63-1674
Sio Paulo, SP (Centro Cultural)—Rua ltavuri, 269-Indianapolis
Sorocaba, SP—Rua Cefario Motta, 130, Centro
Vitéria, ES—Rua Chafic Murad, 218, Praia do Sod/ (027) 227-9860
FARM COMMUNITIES
Caruaru, Pernambuco—Distrito de Murici (mail: Rua do Norre, 61, Sala 3, Centro)
Pindamonhangaba, SP (New Gokula)—Bairro Riberao Grande (mail: Caixa Postal 108,
CEP 12.400)/ (0122) 42-5002
RESTAURANT
Belém, Pard ($ri Krsna Prasada)—Av. Genil Bittencourt, Passagem Mac Dowell, 96 (entre Dr. Morais
¢ Benjamin Constant/ (091) 222-1886
MEXICO
Guadalajara—Pedro Moreno 1791, Sector Juares, Jalisco/ 26-12-78
Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miquel Chapultepee, Mexico, D.F. 18/ (905) 21710132
Mexico City—Govinda's Cultural Center, Insurgentes Sur 2384-1, Mexico City 01000 DLE/ 548-9323
Monterrey—Zaragoza 1007, nte. Zona centro, 74-69-76
Morelia—Ticateme No. 52 pte., Col. Selix Ireta 58070, Morelia, Mich.
Vera Cruz—Calle 3, Carebelas No. 784, Fraccionamienito Reforma/ 50759
FARM COMMUNITY
Tul Hidalgo (Nueva Gauda-M.
PERU
Arequipa—Jerusalem 402/ 229523
Cuzco—San Juan de Dios 285 Altos/ 222353
Chosica—Parque Echenique 122
Huancayo—(contact ISKCON Lima)
Lima—Avenida San Martin 135, Barranco/ 670403
Lima—Jiron Junin No 415/ 289491
Trujillo—Bolivar 738
FARM COMMUNITY
Asociacion Krishna—Correo De Bella Vista, DPTO, De San Martin
RESTAURANTS
Arequipa—(at ISKCON Arequipa)
Chosica— (ar ISKCON Chosica)
Cuzco—Calle Espideros 128 (near Plaza de Armas)
Lima—Av. Grau 137, Barranco
Lima—Av. Schell 634, Miraflores
OTHER COUNTRIES
Bogota, Colombia—Calle 78, #42-05/ 1158412
B Aires, Argenti Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054, (1431)
Cali, Colombia—Avenida 9 Norte, 17-33/ 621688
Caracas, Venezuela—Prolongacion Ave. Las Palmas, Calle Capriles, Quinta Pollita/ 782-1939
Christ Church, Barbados—31 Goodland Park/ (809) 42-84209
Cochabamba, Bolivia—P.O. Box 3988/ 46441
Concepcidn, Chile—Nongiien, 588/ 23150

ndala Bhiimi) —(contact ISKCON Mexico City)

Cérdoba, Arg iden 950, Paso de los Andes/ (051) 262229
Cral 1 Creek, Guy Grant 1803, Sec. D, Corentyne, Berbice
Cuenca, E | Pje. Paucarabamba & Gral. Vei illa Barrio-las-Chirimollas/ (07) 82-93-58

Georgetown, Guyana— 24 Uirvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara
la; G Apartado Postal 1534
Guayaquil, Ecuador—Velez 1915 (berween Carchi & Tulcan)/ 36-16-47
La Paz, Bolivia—Calle 16 Obrajes 460 (mail: FO. Box 10278}/ 783556
Medellin, Colombia—Calle 56 (Bolivia), Parque de Bolivar
Montevideo, Uruguay—FPablo de Maria 1427
P Republic of Pan Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA No. 10
(mail: P.O. Box 6-29-54, Panama)/ 31-2057
Quito, Ecuador—Carron 641 Amazones/ 520466
io, Argentia—Centro Bhaktivedanm, Corrientes 925, Rosario 2000
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—P.O. Box 4920/ 40146 (31571)
San Jose, Costa Rica—100 murs. sureste de apros. Torre Blanca, Urbanizacién Carmial, Montes
de Oca, Casa No. 49 (mail: PO. Box 166, Paseo Estudiantes, Z-1002)
San Salvador, El Salvador—Avenida Universitaria 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Americana, San Salvador (mail: PO. Box 1506)/ 25-96-17
Santiago, Chile—Manuel Carvallo 771, Nunoa/ 392734
Santo Domi Domini Republic—Calle C:
Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies—Prabhuy
FARM COMMUNITIES
Guayaquil, Ecuador (Nuevo Nilacala)—(contact ISKCON Guayaquil)
Guy S 1l Village, Ce East Berbice
San Salvador, El Salvador—Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitin,
Dpro. de La Libertad
RESTAURANTS
Cuenca, Ecuador—Govinda's, Annexo Hotel, Crespo
Guatemala, Guatemala—Callejor Santandes a una cuadra abajo de Guatel, Panajachel Solola
Guayaquil, Ecuador—Govinda's (contact ISKCON Guayaquil)
La Paz, Bolivia—Restaurant Manjari, Calle Potos 1315, esq. Colon
San Salvador, El Salvador—25 Avenida Norte 1132
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—Restaurant Govinda's, Calle Florida 594, esq. Caforo
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—Snack Govinda, Av. Argomosa (17 anillo), esq. Bolivar
Santiago, Chile—Govinda's (contact ISKCON Santiago)

Rodriquez No. 254
{enville, Chaguana:

1a Ave., Lc
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(continued from page 2I) *

sculptured stone columns, colonades,
corridors, domes, and passageways. We
crossed a large, open courtyard in which
stood a bronze pillar with Garuda, the
great carrier of Visnu, at the top. In an
awesome mandapa (pavilion) with five
hundred magnificent pillars, each with a
different design, a group of musicians sat
playing classical South Indian melodies.
The sounds of the drums, hand cymbals,
andshenai (wind instrument) created a ce-
lestial atmosphere. At the far end of the
courtyard we entered a small corridor
barely wide enough to allow more than
two people through at a time.

Now our progress was slow. The way
was dimly lit by occasional ghee lamps
along the walls. The scents of ghee smoke,
sandal, and camphor mixed in the air.
The only sound was the murmuring of
prayers as we inched our way forward
through the winding passage. With only a
few feet to go—the air surcharged with
feelings of devotion—we stood humbly
with folded hands waiting our turn.

Then we entered the ancient Deity
sanctum. It was gorgeous. The room was
well lit by burning torches. The walls and
ceiling were adorned with colorful paint-
ings depicting the pastimes of the ten
incarnations of Visnu. From the high ceil-
ing hung a thousand-petaled stone lotus.

The highly polished black-and-white
marble floor reflected everything in the
room.

Bare-chested brahmana priests wearing
white silk dhotis and adorned with marks
of tilaka (sacred clay) on their foreheads,
arms, and torsos, moved about the room
as they performed their duties of adminis-
tering sacred rites to the pilgrims. On the
left side of the sanctum stood the main al-
tar, covered in silver and decorated with
flowers and the leaves of the tulasi plant.

There we saw the Deity of Sri Karma,
with His raised back. He was wearing a
golden crown studded with valuable jew-
els and topped with a peacock feather, the
symbol of the Visnu avararas.

To the right stood another altar, where
the consorts of Lord Visnu known as Sri
Deviand Bhi Devi were being worshiped
in great opulence. The room was filled
with the fragrance of incense, and flicker-
ing light from torches and ghee lamps
danced along the ancient stone walls.

A brass chain stretching between two
pillars kept us from going farther. The
brahmanas were busy presenting offerings
of fruits and flowers to the Deity. Sud-
denly one ofthe brahmanas noticed us and
turned to us with folded hands. Removing
the brass chain, he beckoned us to come
closer. We were now standing right nextto
the altar of Sri Kurma.

Thebrahmana asked our names and be-
ganchanting Vedic hymns, requesting the

Deity to bestow mercy and good fortune
upon us. Then we were each given caran-
amrnta—three drops of sacred water—in
the palm of our hand. The Vedic scrip-
tures state that whoever takes caranamrta
before the Deity of Lord Visnu becomes
free from the miseries of material exis-
tence and becomes eligible to enter into
the eternal kingdom of God.

The head priest then came before each
of us and placed upon our head a large
pairofsilverslippers marked with the four
symbols of Visnu—the conch, disc, club,
and lotus—while the other brahmanas
chanted a sacred mantra: or tad visnoh
paramam padam sada pasyanti sirayo
diviva caksur atatam/tad vipraso vipanyava
Jjagrvamsah samindhate visnor yat para-
mam padam. “The abode of Lord Visnu is
the supreme worshipable object of all the
demigods. The Lord’s lotus feet are as ef-
fulgent as the sun” (Rg Veda 1.22.20).

The brahmanas then placed fruits, flow-
ers, and sweets from the Deity in our
hands. Feeling great awe and reverence
for the Lord, and grateful for the special
treatment we'd received, we withdrew
from the Deity room and walked down the
long corridor out into the courtyard.

The moments we had spent before the
Deity of Sri Kiirma now seemed fixed in
eternity. We walked again to the shrine of
Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s footprints
and, after paying our humble respects, be-
gan our journey home.

January 1I marks the anniversary of the passing of
Srila Locana dasa Thakura, a great devotee of Lord
Caitanya noted for his Bengali devotional songs.

parama karuna,  pahun dui jana,
nitdi-gauracandra
saba avatdra—,  sdra Siromani,

kevala-ananda-kanda

bhaja bhaja bhdi,  caitanya-nitdi,
sudrdha visvdsa kori
visaya chadiya, se rase majivd,
mukhe bolo hari hari

dekha ore bhai,  tri-bhuvane nai,
emona dayala datd
pasu-pakhi jhure,  pasana vidare,
Suni yara guna-gatha

sorfisdre majiya,  rohili padiva,
se pade nahilo dsa
apana koroma,  bhunjdye samana,
kohoye locana-ddsa

PURPORT
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada

This is 4 song by Locana dasa Thakura. Pahun
means “Lord,” and dui jana means “two.” Locana
dasa Thakura declares that the two Lords Nitai-
Gauracandra—Lord Nitai and Lord Caitanya—

Sri-Sri-Gaura-Nityanandera Daya

(The Mercy of Gaura and Nitydnanda)
by Locana dasa Thakura

are very merciful (parama karuna). Saba avatdra—
stira-§iromani. Avatara means “incarnation,” and
saba means “all.” They are the essence of all in-
carnations. The specific significance of these in-
carnations is that prosecuting Their way of self-
realization is simply joyful (kevala-ananda-
kanda), for They introduced chanting and danc-
ing. There are many incarnations like Lord
Riama—and even Krsna, who taught Bhagavad-
gita, which requires knowledge and understand-
ing. But Lord Caitanya and NityAnanda intro-
duced a process that is simply joyful—which is
simply to chant and dance. Therefore, Locana
dasa requests everyone: bhaja bhaja bhai, cai-
tanya-nitai. “My dear brother, I request that you
just worship Lord Caitanya and Nityananda with
firm conviction and faith.” Don't think that this
chanting and dancing will not lead to the desired
goal. It will. It is the assurance of Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu that one will get all perfection by
this process. Therefore one must chant with firm
faith and conviction (visvasa korr).

But what is the process? The process is visaya
chadiya, se rase majiva. If one wants to be Krsna
conscious by this process, one has to give up his
engagement in sense gratification. That is the
only restriction. If onc gives up sense gratifica-
tion, it is sure that he will reach the desired goal.
Mukhe bolo hari hari: one simply has to chant
Hare Krsna, Hari Hari, without any motive of
sense gratification.

Dekha ore bhai, ri-bhuvane ndi. Locana dasa
Thakura says, “My dear brother, you just try and
examine this. Within the three worlds there is no
one like Lord Caitanya or Lord Nityananda, be-
cause Their merciful qualities are so great that
They make even birds and beasts cry, what to
speak of human beings.” Actually, when Lord
Caitanya passed through the forest known as
Jharikhanda, the tigers. elephants, snakes, deer,
and all other animals joined Him in chanting
Hare Krsna. It is so nice that anyone can join.
Even the animals can join, what to speak of hu-
man beings. Of course, it is not possible for ordi-
nary men to induce animals to chant, but if Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu could inspire animals to
chant, at least we can encourage human beings to
adopt this path of Hare Krsna mantra chanting. It
is so nice that even the most stonchearted man
will be melted. Pasana means “stone.” It is $0 nice
that even stone will melt.

But Locana dasa Thakura regrets that he is
entrapped by sense gratification. He addresses
himself, “My dear mind, you are entrapped in
this sense gratification process, and you have
no attraction for chanting Hare Krsna. Since you
have no attraction for the lotus feet of Lord
Caitanya and Lord Nityananda, what can I say?
I can simply think of my misfortune. Yamaraja,
the superintendent of death, is punishing me
by not allowing me to be attracted by Lord
Caitanya’s movement.”
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The worldwide activities of the International

Demonstrations Held
Worldwide for Soviet
Devotees of Krsna

Los Angeles—On September 15,
ISKCON members in more than
forty cities worldwide staged dem-
onstrations to demand the release
of Hare Krsna devotees incarcer-
ated in prisons, labor camps, and
psychiatric hospitals in the Soviet
Union. In Moscow fifty Soviet
devotees held a press conference at-
tended by Western reporters.

The demonstrations received
widespread media coverage, includ-
ing reports by international wire
services, BBC radio, Voice of
America, National Public Radio
(USA), Radio Liberty, and many
local television stations and news-
papers around the world.

Back to Godhead magazine de-
voted its November issue to “Krsna
Consciousness in the USSR.” The
special issue was rushed to press,
and devotees were able to distribute
it at many of the demonstrations,
including the New York demon-
stration, held in front of the United

YAMARAJA DASA

Nations headquarters. During the
four-hour demonstration there,
devotees chanted continuously and
collected hundreds of signatures on
petitions requesting freedom for the
persecuted Soviet devotees.

Devotees demonstrated outside
the Soviet embassies in Washing-
ton, D.C.; Gothenburg, Sweden;
Ottawa, Ontario; and other cities;
and in Kingston, Jamaica, devotees
met for more than an hour with the
Soviet consul general.

The demonstrations were organ-
ized by the Committee to Free So-
viet Hare Krishnas, which is work-
ing to legalize Krsna consciousness
in the USSR. Although the Soviet
government has released three
devotees because of efforts by the
committee, twenty-three devotees
remain incarcerated under intoler-
able conditions. The committee
promises that more demonstrations
and other types of pressure will
continue until all the Soviet devo-
tees are given freedom to practice
Krsna consciousness.

Across from the United Nations headquarters in New York City. devotees demonstrate for
the release of imprisoned Soviet Hare Krsna devotees.

Krsna Consciousness
For Calcutta Youth

Calcutta—Devotees at ISKCON's
Sri Sri Radha-Govinda temple here
have inaugurated—under the direc-
tion of Bhakti Raghava Swami—
the Calcutta branch of the Bhakti-
vedanta Youth Services (BYS), a
youth club meant to encourage

At the recent Ratha-yatra (Festival of the
Chariots) in Calcutta, Bhakti Raghava
Swami speaks with new and prospective
members of the Bhaktivedanta Youth
Services in the Srila Prabhupada exhibit.

college and high school students in
the practice of Krsna conscious-
ness. BYS members agree to chant
at least two rounds of the Hare
Krsna mantra on their beads daily
and read from Srila Prabhupada’s
Bhagavad-gita As It Is at least twenty
minutes a day. Members also at-
tend training seminars every Sun-
day at the temple.

The motto of BYS is “Compas-
sion, Cleanliness, Discipline, and
Truthfulness,” the four pillars of re-
ligion, as mentioned in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam. Devotees will soon be
opening BYS branches in Orissa
and Bihar. Sarva-jiiana dasa, origi-
nally from Italy, is the director of
the Calcutta BYS, which now has
thirty-five members.

NEWS BRIEFS

Madison. Wisconsin, home of
the largest campus of the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, with an
enrollment of 45,000 students, is
now also the home of a center for
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Krsna consciousness. Mitrasena
dasa and his wife, Maharha-devi
dasi, recently opened a center there
and hold a program every Tuesday
and Thursday at 5:30 P.M. that in-
cludes chanting, feasting, and a
discourse on the philosophy of
Bhagavad-gita. The center is located
at 1149 E. Dayton Street. Phone:
(608) 255-8883.

ISKCON Kerala has organized a
unique program for introducing
schoolchildren to Krsnia conscious-
ness—an interschool quiz competi-
tion on Purénic history, consisting
of questions from the Bhagavad-
gita, Srimad-Bhagavatam,
Ramadyana, and other Vedic litera-
tures. Held around the time of
Janmastami, the competition,
which takes place between teams of
two students, has become an an-
nual event in several cities in
Kerala. Teams that win written
competitions qualify for the oral fi-
nals. Winners are awarded Srila
Prabhupada’s books as well as
cash prizes, and the schools they
represent receive trophies.

The Honorable W. Wilson
Goode, mayor of Philadelphia, was
the keynote speaker at the opening
ceremonies of the new Hare Krsna
Food For Life shelter in downtown
Philadelphia. The shelter will
house one hundred homeless
women and children, who will re-
ceive three meals a day of nourish-
ing vegetarian prasadam (food of-
fered to Krsna). The devotees have
already been successfully running a
men’s shelter, and government
agencies and welfare organizations
have come forward with financial
assistance for the new shelter.

RESOURCES

Listen to transcendental dramatic
narration of stories about avataras
and saints, recorded by Amala-
bhakta dasa with musical accompa-
niment, on audiocassette—an
excellent way to develop spiritual
awareness while walking, working,
housekeeping, exercising, or just
relaxing. For a free catalog, write to
Krishna Productions, 3305 Cardiff
Ave., Dept. BTG, Los Angeles, CA
90034, or call (213) 838-4474.

28 BACK TO GODHEAD

Enjoy the writings of Satsvaruipa dasa
Goswami, the author of a six-
volume biography of Srila Prabhu-
pada. He continues fo produce
essays, poems, and other writings
for everyone interested in Krsna
consciousness. For a list of publica-
tions, write The Gita-nagari Press,
138 S. Rosemont Blvd. #217,
Virginia Beach, VA 23452.

Hear the message of Krsna

directly from His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, founder-acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness. Srila Prabhupada’s
lectures, interviews, and conver-
sations are available on more than
seven hundred audiocassettes. Also
available, on microfilm: all his let-
ters, as well as transcriptions of all
his recorded lectures. For a catalog,
send $5 to the Bhaktivedanta Ar-

chives, P.O. Box 34453, Los
Angeles, CA 90034.

Now your television can bring you
closer to Krsna. Videocassettes from
ITV (ISKCON Television) bring the
spiritual vision of Krsna into your
home.

See the pastimes of Lord Krsna
and Lord Rama. . . . Visit the
centers of the Hare Krsna move-
ment around the world. . . . Attend
classes given by Srila Prabhu-
pada himself. . . . Relish the life
story of Srila Prabhupada in Your
Ever Well-Wisher.

Almost 100 shows to choose
from. Top-quality, low-priced
videocassettes. Available in Y2-inch,
%-inch, NTSC (American), and
PAL (overseas).

For a full catalog, send $1.00 to
ITV, 3812 Bagley Avenue, Culver
City, CA 90232.

Festivals & Calendar

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritual calendarthat divides the year into twelve months,
each named for a different form of Krsna. The devotees at the Hare Krsna center nearest you
will gladly tell you more about the meaning of the festivals listed here.

Month of Madhava
(January 5-February 2)

January 9—Appearance anniversary of
SrilaGopalaBhatta Gosvami, one of the six
Gosvamis of Vrndavana, direct followers of
Lord Caitanya.

January 10—Disappearance anniversary
of SrilaJayadeva Gosvami, agreat spiritual
master and the author of Gita-govinda.

January 11—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Locana dasa Thakura, agreat spiri-
tual master whose Bengali devotional
songs perpetuate the simple Krsna con-
scious method of self-realizaticn. (See
page 26.)

January 15—Sat-tila Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

January 23—Appearance anniversary of
SrilaRaghunatha dasaGosvami,oneofthe
six Gosvamis of Vindavana. Disappear-
ance anniversary of Srila Vigvanatha
Cakravarti Thakura, a Vaisnavadcdrya and
author who appeared in the seventeenth
century, Appearance anniversary of Srimati
Visnupriya-devi, consort of Lord Caitanya.

January 25—Appearance anniversary of
Sri Advaita Acarya, an incarnation of
Krsna's expansion Maha-Visnuandaclose
associate of Lord Caitanya. Fasting till
noon, followed by feasting.

January 27—Disappearance anniversary
of Sripada Madhvacarya, a famous Vais-
nava philosopher and spiritual master who
appeared in the thiteenth century.

January 28—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila R&manujacarya, a famous eleventh-

century philosopher and spiritual master.

January 29—Bhaimi Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans. (Fasting for the ap-
pearance of Lord Varaha,)

January 30—Appearance anniversary of
Lord Varadha, Lord Krsna's boarincarnation.

January 31—Appeararice anniversary of
Lord Nityananda Prabhu, a close associ-
ate of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu and an
incarnation of Lord Krsna's elder brother,
Lord Balarama.

February 2—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Narottama dasa Thakura, a famous
spiritual master in the disciplic line from
Lord Caitanya who composed many devo-
tional songs in Bengali.




Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the “cream of the Vedic literatures” of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The original
Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: ‘“The Status Quo”

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

Victory of Hiranyaksa Over
All the Directions of the Universe

In this install of our continuing p of Srimad-Bhagavatam,
thesage Maitreya beginsto describeto Vidura, a great devotee of the Lord, how
the powerful demon Hiranyaksachallenged Lord Visnu, who hadappearedin
His boar incarnation.

TEXT 30
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pasvami nanyam purusat purdtandd
yah sariyuge tvam rana-marga-kovidam
darddhayisyaty asurarsabhehi tam
manasvino yarit grnate bhavadrsah

pasyami—I see; na—not; anyam—other; purusat—than the person;
purdtanat—most ancient; yah—who; samyuge—in battle; tvdm—to
you; rapa-marga—in the tactics of war; kovidam—very much skilled;
aradhayisyati—will give satisfaction; asura-rsabha—0 chief of the
asuras; ihi—approach; fam—Him; manasvinah—heroes; yam—whom;
grnate—praise; bhavadrsah—like you.

TRANSLATION
You are so skilled in war that I do not see anyone else but the
most ancient person, Lord Visnu, who can give satisfaction in bat-
tle to you. Therefore, O chief of the asuras, approach Him, whom
even heroes like you mention with praise.

PURPORT

gressive materialistic warriors are actually punished by the
Supreme Lord for their policy of unnecessarily disturbing world peace.
Therefore Varuna advised Hiranyaksa that the right course to satisfy his
fighting spirit would be to seek to fight with Vigpu.

TEXT 31
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tar viram arad abhipadya vismayah
sayisyase vira-saye svabhir vrtah
yas tvad-vidhanam asatam prasantaye

riapani dhatte sad-anugrahecchaya

tam—Him; viram—the great hero; drdt—quickly; abhipadya—on
reaching; vismayah—rid of pride; sayisyase—you will lie down; vira-
$aye—on the battlefield; svabhih—by dogs; vrtah—surrounded; yah—
He who; tvat-vidh@nam—like you; asatdm—of wicked persons; prasan-
taye—for the extermination; riipdni—forms; dhatte—He assumes;
sat—to the virtuous; anugraha—to show His grace; icchaya—with a
desire.

TRANSLATION

Varuna inued: On reaching Him you will be rid of your
pride at once and will lie down on the field of battle, surrounded
by dogs, for eternal sleep. It is in order to exterminate wicked
fellows like you and to show His grace to. the virtuous that He
assumes His varions incarnations like Variha.

PURPORT

Asuras do not know that their bodies consist of the five elements of
material nature and that when they fall they become objects of pastimes
for dogs and vultures. Varuna advised Hiranyaksa to meet Visnu in His
boar incarnation so that his hankering for aggressive war would be
satisfied and his powerful body would be vanquished:

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Seventeenth
Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled “Victory of Hiranyaksa
Over All the Directions of the Universe."

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

The Battle Between Lord Boar
and the Demon Hiranyaksa

TEXT 1
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maitreya uvdca
tad evam akarnya jalesa-bhasitam
maha-manas tad viganayya durmadah
harer viditva gatim anga naradad
rasatalam nirvivise tvaranuvitah

maifreyah—the great sage Maitreya; uvdca—said; tat—that; evam—
thus; akarnya—hearing; jalo-iSa—of the controller of water, Varuna;
bhasitam—words; mahd-mandh—proud; tat—those words; viganay-
ya—having paid little heed to; durmadah—vainglorious; harefi—of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead; viditva—having learned; gatim—the
whereabouts; anga—O0 dear Vidura; naradat—from Nérada; rasata-
lam—to the depths of the ocean; nirvivise—entered; tvara-anvitah—

with great speed.
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TRANSLATION

Maitreya continued: The proud and falsely glorious Daitya paid
little heed to the words of Varuna. O dear Vidura, he learned from
Nirada the whereabouts of the Supreme Personality of Godhead
and hurriedly betook himself to the depths of the ocean.

PURPORT

Materialistic warmongers are not even afraid to fight with their
mightiest enemy, the Personality of Godhead. The demon was very en-
couraged to learn from Varuna that there was one fighter who could ac-
tually combat him, and he was very enthusiastic to search out the
Supreme Personality of Godhead just to give Him a fight, even though it
was predicted by Varuna that by fighting with Visnu he would become
prey for dogs, jackals and vultures. Since demoniac persons are less in-
telligent, they dare to fight with Visnu, who is known as Ajita, or one
who has never been conquered.

TEXT 2
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dadarsa tatrabhijitan dhara-dharam
pronniyamandvanim agra-damstraya

musnantam aksnad sva-ruce runa-sriya
jahdsa cdho vana-gocaro mrgah

dadarsa—he saw; tatra—there; abhijitam—the victorious; dhara—
the earth; dharam—bearing; pronniyemdna—being raised upward;
avanim—the earth; agra-damstraya—by the tip of His tusk; musnan-
tam—who was diminishing; aksna—with His eyes: sva-rucah—
Hiranyaksa's own splendor; aruna—reddish; sriya—radiant; jahdsa—
he laughed; ca—and; aho—oh: vana-gocarah—amphibious; mrgah—
heast.

TRANSLATION

He saw there the all-powerful Personality of Godhead in His
boar incarnation, bearing the earth upward on the ends of His
tusks and robbing him of his splendor with His reddish eyes. The
demon laughed: Oh, an amphibious beast!

PURPORT

In a previous chapter we have discussed the incarnation of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead as Varaha, the boar. While Varaha,
with His tusks, engaged in uplifting the submerged earth from the
depths of the waters, this great demon Hiranyiksa met Him and
challenged Him, calling Him a beast. Demons cannot understand the in-
carnations of the Lord; they think that His incarnations as a fish or boar
or tortoise are big beasts only. They misunderstand the body of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, even in His human form, and they
deride His descent. In the Caitanya-sampradiya there is sometimes a
d iac mi ption about the descent of Nityinanda Prabhu. Nitya-

1

nanda Prabhu’s bedy is spiritual, but iac persons consider the
body of the Supreme Personality to be material, just like ours. Ava-
Jjananti mdari midhah: persons who have no intelligence deride the tran-
scendental form of the Lord as material.

TEXT 3
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ehy ajna mahim vimufica no
rasaukasam visva-srjeyam arpitd
na svasti ydsyasy anayd mameksatah

suradhamasadita-sikardkrte
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dha—Hiranyiksa said; enam—to the Lord; ehi—come and fight;
ajia—0 fool; mahim—the earth; vimurnica—give up: nah—to us; rasa-
okasam—of the inhabitants of the lower regions; visva-sja—by the cre-
ator of the universe; iyam—this earth; arpitd—entrusted; na—not;
svasti—well-being; yasyasi—You will go: anaya—with this; mama
thsatah—while | am seeing; sura-adhama—O lowest of the demigods;
asadita—having taken; sitkara-akrte—the form of a boar.

TRANSLATION

The demon addressed the Lord: O best of the demigods, dressed
in the form of a boar, just hear me. This earth is entrusted to us,
the inhabitants of the lower regions, and You cannot take it from
my presence and not be hurt by me.

PURPORT

Sridhara Svami, commenting on this verse, states that although the
demon wanted to deride the Personality of Godhead in the form of a
boar, actually he worshiped Him in several words. For example, he ad-
dressed Him as vana-gocarah, which means “one who is a resident of the
forest,” but another meaning of vana-gocarah is “‘one who lies on the
water.”” Vignu lies on the water, so the Supreme Personality of Godhead
can be properly addressed in this way. The demon also addressed Him as
mrgah, indicating, unintentionally, that the Supreme Personality is
sought after by great sages, saintly persons and transcendentalists. He
also addressed Him as gjiig. Sridhara Svami says that jia means
“knowledge,” and there is no knowledge which is unknown to the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. Indirectly, therefore, the demon said
that Visnu knows everything. The demon addressed Him as surddhama.
Sura means “the demigods,” and adhama means “Lord of all there is.”
He is Lord of all the demigods; therefore He is the best of all demigods,
or God. When the demon used the phrase “in my presence,” the implied
meaning was, “‘In spite of my pr You are completely able to take
away the earth.” Na svasti ydsyasi: “Unless You kindly take this earth
from our custody, there can be no good fortune for us.”

TEXT 4
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tvam nah sapatnair abhavaya kim bhrto
yo mayaya hanty asurdn paroksa-jit
tvari yogamaya-balam alpa-paurusam
saristhapye midha pramrje suhre-chucah

tvam—You; nah—us; sapatnaih—by our i bhavaya—for
killing; kim—is it that; bhrtah—maintained; yah—He who; mayayd—
by deception; hanti—kills; asurdn—the demons; paroksa-jit—who con-
quered by remaining invisible; tvdm—You; yogamdya-balam—whose
strength is bewildering power; alpa-paurusam—whose power is
meager; samsthapya—after killing: madha—fool; prampje—I shall
wipe out; sukrt-fucah—the grief of my kinsmen.

TRANSLATION

You rascal, You have been nourished by our enemies to kill us,
and You have killed some demons by remaining invisible. O fool,
Your power is only mystic, so today I shall enliven my kinsmen by
killing You.

PURPORT

The demon used the word abhavdya, which means “for killing.”
Sridhara Svami comments that this “killing” means liberating, or, in
other words, killing the process.of continued birth and death. The Lord
kills the process of birth and death and keeps Himself invisible. The ac-
tivities of the Lord’s internal potency are inconceivable, but by a slight
exhibition of this potency, the Lord, by His grace, can deliver one from

i ucah “miseries”’; the miseries of material existence
can be extinguished by the Lord by His potential energy of internal
yogamaya. In the Upanisads (Svetasvatara Up. 6.8) it is stated, pardsya




saktir vividhaiva sridyate. The Lord is invisible to the eyes of the common
man, but His energies act in various ways. When demons are in adver-
sity, they think that God is hiding Himself and is working by His mystic
potency. They think that if they can find God they can kill Him just by
seeing Him. Hiranyikea thought that way, and he challenged the Lord:
*“You have done tremendous harm to our community, taking the part of
the demigods, and You have killed our kinsmen in so many ways, always
keeping Yourself hidden. Now I see You face to face, and I am not going
to let You go. I shall kill You and save my kinsmen from Your mystic
misdeeds.”

Not only are demons always anxious to kill God with words and phi-
losophy, but they think that if one is materially powerful he can kill God
with materially fatal weapons. Demons like Karsa, Rivana and Hiranya-
kasipu thought themselves powerful enough to kill even God. Demons
cannot understand that God, by His multifarious potencies, can work so
wonderfully that He can be present everywhere and still remain in His
eternal abode, Goloka Vrndavana.

TEXT 5
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tvayi saristhite gadayd sirpa-sirsany
asmad-bhuje-cyutaya ye ca tubhyam

balim haranty rsayo ye ca devdh
svayarn sarve na bhavisyanty amaldh

fvayi—when You; saristhite—are killed; gadayd—by the mace;
Sima—smashed: Sirsani—skull; asmat-bhuja—from my hand; cyu-
taya—released; ye—those who; ca—and; fubhyam—to You: balim—
presentations; haranti—offer; rsayah—sages: ye—those who; ca—and;
devah—demigods; svayam—automatically; sarve—all; na—not; bhavi-
syanti—will exist; amitlah—without roots.

TRANSLATION

The demon continued: When You fall dead with Your skull
smashed by the mace hurled by my arms, the demigods and sages
who offer You oblations and sacrifice in devotional service will also
automatically cease to exist, like trees without roots.

PURPORT

Demons are very much disturbed when devotees worship the Lord in
the prescribed ways recommended in the scriptures. In the Vedic scrip-
tures, the neophyte devotees are advised to engage in nine kinds of
devotional service, such as to hear and chant the holy name of God, to
remember Him always, to chant on beads Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rima, Hare Rama, Rima Rima, Hare Hare, to
worship the Lord in the form of His Deity incarnation in the temples,
and to engage in various activities of Krsna consciousness to increase the
number of godly persons for perfect peace in the world. Demons do not
like such activity. They are always envious of God and His devotees.
Their propaganda not to worship in the temple or church but simply to
make material advancement for satisfaction of the senses is always cur-
rent. The demon Hiranyaksa, upon seeing the Lord face to face, wanted
to make a permanent solution by killing the Personality of Godhead with
his powerful mace. The example of an uprooted tree mentioned here by
the demon is very significant. Devotees accept that God is the oot of
everything. Their example is that just as the stomach is the source of en-
ergy of all the limbs of the body, God is the original source of all energy
manifested in the material and spiritual worlds; therefore, as supplying
food to the stomach is the process to satisfy all the limbs of the hody,
Krsna consciousness, or developing love of Krsna, is the sublime method
for satisfying the source of all happiness. The demon wants to upraot this
source because if the root. God, were to be checked, the activities of the
Lord and the devotees would automatically stop. The demon would be
very much satisfied by such a situation in society. Demons are always
anxious to have a godless society for their sense gratification. According
to Sridhara Svami, this verse means that when the demon would be
deprived of his mace by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, not only

the neophyte devotees but also the ancient sagacious devotees of the Lord
would be very much satisfied.

TEXT 6
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sa tudyamano ‘ri-durukta-tomarair
damstragra-gan gam upalaksya bhitam

todarh mrsan niragad ambu-madhyad
grahahatah sa-karenur yathebhah

sah—He; tudyamanah—being pained; ari—of the enemy; durukia—
by the abusive words: tomaraih—by the weapons; damstra-agra—on
the ends of His tusks; gam—situated; gam—the earth: upalaksya—
seeing: bhitam—frightened: todam—the pain; mrsan—bearing; nira-
gat—He came out; ambu-madhydt—from the midst of the water:
graha—by a crocodile; ahatah—attacked; sa-karenuh—along with a
she-elephant: yathd—as; ibhah—an elephant.

TRANSLATION

Although the Lord was pained by the shaftlike abusive words of
the demon, He bore the pain. But seeing that the earth on the ends
of His tusks was frightened, He rose out of the water just as an
elephant emerges with its female companion when assailed by an
alligator.

PURPORT

The Mayavadi philosopher cannot understand that the Lord has feel-
ings. The Lord is satisfied if someone offers Him a nice prayer, and
similarly, if someone decries His existence or calls Him by ill names, God
is dissatisfied. The Supreme Personality of Godhead is decried by the
Mayavadi philosophers, who are almost demons, They say that God has
no head, no form, no existence and no legs, hands or other bodily limhs.
In other words, they say that He is dead or lame. All these misconcep-
tions of the Supreme Lord are a source of dissatisfaction to Him; He is
never pleased with such atheistic descriptions. In this case, although the
Lord felt sorrow from the piercing words of the demon, He delivered the
earth for the satisfaction of the demigods, who are ever His devotees.
The conclusion is that God is as sentient as we are. He is satisfied by our
prayers and dissatisfied by our harsh words against Him. In order to give
protection to His devotee, He is always ready to tolerate insulting words
from the atheists.

TEXT 7
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tam nihsarantam salilad anudruto
hiranya-keso dviradam yatha jhasah

karala-damstro ‘Sani-ni; *bravid
gata-hriyam ki tv asatdn vigarhitam

tam—Him; nihsarantam—coming out; salilit—from the water;
anudrutah—chased; hiranya-kesah—having golden hair; dviredam—
an elephant; yatha—as; jhasah—a crocodile; karala-darhstrah—having
fearful teeth; asani-nisvanah—roaring like thunder; abravit—he said:
gata-hriydm—for those who are shameless; kim—what; tu—indeed;
asatam—for the wretches; vigarhitam—reproachable.

TRANSLATION
The demon, who had golden hair on his head and fearful tusks,
gave chase to the Lord while He was rising from the water, even as
an alligator would chase an elephant. Roaring like thunder, he
said: Are You not ashamed of running away before a challenging
adversary? There is nothing reproachable for shameless creatures!
(continued in next issue)
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SPECIAL ABOU'T ¢

GOD’S NAMES!

Lord Jesus Christ, Mohammed,
and all the world’s scriptures emphasize glorifying God’s names.
What is unique about this kind of prayer?

by BHAKTICARU SWAMI

A:cording to Vedic calculation, great
time spans are measured in yugas, or
ages. The Vedas describe four yugas—
Satya-yuga, Treta-yuga, Dvapara-yuga,
and Kali-yuga—which repeat them-
selves in cyclical order like the four sea-
sons. The duration of Satya-yuga is
1,728,000 years; Treta-yuga is 1,296,000
years; Dvapara-yuga, 864,000 years; and
Kali-yuga, 432,000 years.

In Satya-yuga people are very pious.
They almost never perform sinful activi-
ties. In Treta-yuga they are more inclined
to sinful life, and even more so in Dvapara-
yuga. Finally, in Kali-yuga impiety is al-
most completely dominant. Kali-yuga is
like the winter of the yuga seasons.

The Vedic scriptures prescribe a spe-
cific kind of religious process for each of
these ages. In Satya-yuga the process is
meditation upon the form of the Lord. In
Treta-yuga the process is offering sacri-
fices to the Lord. In Dvapara-yuga the
process is gorgeous worship of the Deity
in the temple. And in Kali-yuga the pro-
cess is chanting God’s holy name. Being
merciful, the Lord makes the process
easierineach successive age, as people be-
come less qualified because of the in-
crease of sinful life.

Now it is the age of Kali, the most de-
graded of the four ages. We can see in our
own lifetime how people are becoming
more sinful. Meat-eating, gambling, in-
toxication, and illicit sex—the four pillars
of sinful life—continue to increase every-
where. We can see that as these activities
increase, the world becomes more and
more miserable. All scriptures recom-

mend chanting Krsna’s holy names to get
free of misery.

The Srimad-Bhagavatam says thatchant-
ing is the only good thing about this age.
Lord Jesus said, “Glorify the name of thy
Father.” Similarly, Mohammed said, “Al-
lah alone should we glorify.” These
instructions are given repeatedly through-
out the world’s great religions.

The question arises: “What's so special
about God’s names?” God does not have
names like ours, which are mundane
sounds given to us for the sake of our physi-
cal identity. God has no need for such
identification. He has no physical iden-
tity; He is completely spiritual. But ac-
cording to His divine, unlimited qualities
and pastimes, He hasinnumerable names.

Forexample,in the Bible He has names
that describe Him as “Almighty” and
“Omnipotent.” Similarly, in the Sanskrit
Vedic scriptures He has numerous names.
The name Krsna means “all-attractive.”
The name Rama means “giver of supreme
pleasure.”

Because God has no mundane qualities,
His name is not a mundane sound. It is
spiritual and nondifferentfrom Him. And
because God is absolute, His holy name is
also absolute. When one chants His name,
one is directly in touch with Him. When
we begin chanting, however, we may
not immediately feel His presence, be-
cause of our materially contaminated
consciousness.

But because He is the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead, calling on His names is
the most personal and intense form of
prayer. If we practice chanting sincerely,

Chanting the names of God and dancing through the streets of Navadvipa, West Bengal (right,
above), Lord Caitanya—who is Krsna Himself—introduced the religious process for th is age five
hundred years ago. Last year devotees of Krsna from around the world (right) joined together to
chant the holy names during a twenty-five-day tour of Vrndavana, the land of Krsna’'s pastimes.
Bhakticaru Swami is on the left at the front of the chanting party with his arms raised.

32 BACK TO GODHEAD

vt

e




VSV VIVEVIAVA

we will soon feel God’s presence.

The Vedic literatures contain many
mantras and prayers to the Lord, but only
one maha-mantra, or great prayer. That
prayer—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare—
addresses the Lord in His most sublime
features: as Krsna , the all-attractive per-
son, and as Rama, the giver of supreme
pleasure. It means, “O all-attractive Su-
preme Personality of Godhead! O Su-
preme Enjoyer! Please deliver me from
this material existence. Please engage me
in Your loving devotional service.”

Prayers are appeals to God to fulfill our
desires. In material consciousness we
pray, “Lord, give me food; Lord, give me
money.” But in spiritual life, instead of
askingthisorthatforoneself, one wantsto
offer whatever he has to the Lord. One
wants to serve Him. That's why the Hare
Krsna mantra is the highest form of
prayer: it makes no selfish demands on
the Lord.Itissimplyanappeal forengage-
ment in His devotional service.

Toteach the chanting of His holy name,
Krsna appeared in this age in a wonderful
form. Although He is the supreme proprie-
tor, the supreme enjoyer, the possessor
of all opulences, He appeared in this age
as a mendicant—Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu. He accepted the renounced or-
der, traveled all over India, and taught
everyone, from scholars to kings to beg-
gars, to chant the maha-mantra with firm
faith.

To say that Sri Caitanya is God is
not mere sentiment, aclaim I make simply
because I am His follower. No. The
Srimad-Bhagavatam, Mahabharata, and
other scriptural sources describe His
identity and predict His appearanceinde-
tail. They describe that Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu descends to establish the re-
ligion of the age. During His appearance,
Lord Caitanya predicted that the sar-
kirtana movement of chanting the names
of God would spread all over the world,
and that has come true. Overlooking all
sectarian conceptions, anyone who tries
to understand Sri Caitanya’s real identity
can easily recognize that He is the Su-
preme Person.

Now, it does not matter that Sr1 Cai-
tanya appeared in India. God doesn't
belong to any geographical setting. He de-
scends to bestow His mercy upon all.
Wherever the Lord appears, it is for our
benefit, if we follow His instructions.

Today, for example, most people in the
Western world are followers of Lord Jesus
Christ. They do not follow him because of
where he appeared. They follow him be-
cause he is the son of God. Sincere devo-
tees follow the Lord or His representative
wherever they may appear. Devotees un-
derstand that the Lord and His represen-
tatives are actually from the divine realm
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

“Come On, Rascal Scientists”

This isthe continuation of a conversation that
took place between His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and bio-
chemist Thoudam Singh, Ph.D., in Bhuba-
nesvara, India, on February 3, 1977.

Srila Prabhupada: So why is the govern-
ment fostering this godless “evolution”
science—this dishonesty? Because the
government leaders are themselves dis-
honest. They want simply to accumulate
moneybyinducingpeopleto workintheir
big industries. So they are cheating the
people out of their birthright: to live the
simple, natural life, to become God con-
scious,and atlife’send, togobackhometo
God.

The government must make sure that
people develop genuine God conscious-
ness. That is the government leaders’
actual business. They should promote
genuine God consciousness, strict follow-
ing of God’s natural laws. Anything not
genuine should be finished. Nothing bo-
gus allowed. This is real government. This
we are working for.

The government leaders’ business is to
see that the scientific or intellectual group
is giving the students a sense of the
transcendent Personality of Godhead, a
sense of the divine.

Dr. Singh: Nowadays, the government
leaders are seeing that the intellectuals
impart a sense of all-pervasive matter,
with no soul and no Supreme Soul. A
sense of the demoniac, one might say. It’s
hard to imagine these demoniac types be-
ing convinced by godly arguments.

Srila Prabhupada: Never mind. We must
push forward. Gradually the whole world
will see that here are first-class gentlemen
and hereis finstclass cultuce. Vedic, godly
enlture Resl culture We must always re-
member, people are inclined to this God
conscious culture. It is natural. And Lord
Krsna wants it.

Why should we care aboutsome rascal’s
objections? Do something to spread God
conscious culture. It is Krsna’s business.
Print books. Travel all over the world.
Challenge this godless government policy.

Challenge their intellectual hirelings.
“Come on, rascal scientists. You have
given yourself to spreading materialism
and godlessness. We shall scientifically
establish the existence of the spiri-
tual self—the soul—and God.” Karmany
evadhikarastemaphalesu. Itdoesn’t matter
whether they have a change of heart or
not. We shall go on with our duty.

1

Dr. Singh: One scientist remarked what
an astonishing wealth of information on
the soul we can gain from just the second
chapterofthe Bhagavad-gita. Itsunlimited.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Very good. He’s
understanding these things.

Dr. Singh: For instance, we've taken this
one sentence from the Gita: nainam chin-
danti Sastrani—“The soul cannot be cut to
pieces by any weapon.” And we can very
easily corroborate this statement from
many modern scientific findings. Scien-
tific data and the Gta agree.

Srila Prabhupada: Well, that is natural.
Bhagavad-gita means “The Song of God,”
the Supreme Lord personally speaking.
Who can be a greater authority? Hmm?
Others may say whatever they like, but we
know He is the greatest authority.

Dr. Singh: Another scientist and I gave a
presentation at the University of Florida,
to a class in physics. During our presenta-
tion, my colleague made a mathematical
calculation demonstrating the proba-
bility of life arising from matter. The cal-
culation showed thateven iflife were able
to arise from dead matter—which of
course is an absurdity—it would take
something like ten to the 167 billion years.

So the physics professor—once he saw
the calculation written out, he said,
“That’s completely wrong.” And he went
on like that for a while.

Then my colleague said, “Let’s see how
this whole calculation works, step by
step.” And he showed, step by step, how
the calculation makes sense mathemat-
ically—how, mathematically speaking,
the theory that mere matter can produce

life is rubbish; it completely falls apart.

My colleague went through the calcula-
tion very methodically, and finally the
physics professor admitted to being
wrong about life coming from matter.
Srila Prabhupada: This is a great success.
Idam hi purhsas tapasah Srutasya va. ..
yad-uttamasloka-gunanuvarnanam:
“Greatly learned scholars have positively
concluded that knowledge culminates in
the transcendental descriptions of the
Lord.” Nigama-kalpa-taror galitam phalam:
these descriptions of the Lord are the real,
ripened fruit of science.

Dr. Singh: My colleagues and I joke at the
way so-called scientists call God con-
sciousness antiscience or brainwashing.
Actually, we're washing their dusty brains
with genuine science.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, brainwashing in
the best sense. Clearing away the godless
dust and grime. These so-called scientists
should be grateful. “Brainwashing™ If
Krsna were present, He would have been
brain-cutting. Such rascals.

In the Bhagavad-gita the Lord speaks

very definitely: JAianam te "ham sa-
vijianam . . .jAatavyam avasisyate. “1shall
now declare unto you in full this knowl-
edge, both phenomenal and numinous.
This being known, nothing further shall
remain for you to know.” Science means
to comprehend and convey knowledge of
the supreme scientist. That's all. Apart
from that, who cares about your so-called
scientific “view™?
Dr. Singh: Should we avoid the word view?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. In real science,
everything is absolutely certain, because
we receive our knowledge from the Abso-
Iute. And in our experimentation we cor-
roborate and amplify this knowledge that
we have received from the Absolute.

So we’re not speaking of some “view.”
As soon as you say “view,” this or that
puny-minded rascal will come forward to
give his “view.” Simply confusion.

Another name for the Lord is
Brahman—the supreme, all-embracing
mind. Through the scriptures He has al-
ready given us all information. So how
can there be some other “view?

Dr. Singh: Still, the scientists want to have
their own “view.”

Srila Prabhupada: But we say, “You do not
know. Here is the Lord’s knowledge, the
real knowledge. Your so-called knowl-
edge is simply speculation. Your ‘view’
has no value.”

(To be continued.)
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and are not ordinary, mundane persons
from a particular geographical area.
Wherever such extraordinary persons ap-
pear in this world, that place becomes an
extension of the spiritual world.

Still, if someone has difficulty accept-
ing an “Indian” as the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead, that’s all right. No one
should accept blindly, just on our saying
so. But at least he can study the life and

teachings of SriCaitanya and see for him-
self whether it benefits his spiritual life.
That is a practical test.

If we understand that God is our origi-
nal and supreme father, it isn’t difficult to
understand that He wants us to go back to
Him. Nor is it difficult to understand that
He makes variousarrangements to take us
back. In this degraded Kali age, when we
have all but lost our spiritual vision, His

holy name is His merciful arrangement to
take us back.

Through chanting the holy name one
comes to understand God’s form, abode,
qualities, activities, and associates. On be-
coming fixed in transcendental knowl-
edge, one realizes that everything belongs
to God and, therefore, engages fully in His
devotional service. That realization is the
perfection of religion in all ages. £

ABOVE THE LAW

(continued from page 8)

of Srila Prabhupada’s invincible argu-
ments, however, I had no choice but to
giveup myfoolishness—orbe a hypocrite.

Lateron, thinkingoverourdiscussion, I
remembered some examples Srila Prabhu-
padagaveto help us appreciate the limita-
tions of our intellect and the futility of
speculating about the inconceivable.

Our speculating about the Absolute
Truth, he said, is like trying to illuminate
the sun with a candle.

One other example he gave was that
speculating about Krsna is as futile as a
five-year-old girl’s attempt to understand
how babies are made. In terms of her
knowledge and experience, such a thingis
completely inconceivable. As she grows
intellectually and physically, however,
she is able to understand what was incon-
ceivable to her before.

Similarly, trying to understand the Ab-
solute Truth by speculation is futile, be-
cause in the realm of transcendental
knowledge we are as inexperienced as
five-year-olds. We have to hear about

transcendence from revealed scriptures
and self-realized souls, and gradually, as
we grow spiritually, the knowledge will
germinate, grow, and ripen into full God
realization.

The process of spiritual growth in-
cludes detecting and discarding one after
another our many layers of speculative
conceptions of God. The person who's
unwilling to make that sacrifice cannot
understand the unlimited and sublime
transcendental autocrat—Lord Sri
Krsna—as He is, no matter how much he
or she tries. Eq

We welcome your letters. Write to
BACK TO GODHEAD

41 West Allens Lane
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19119

Iamseventeen yearsold,and forthelast
year I have been reading Back ro Godhead
and various books on Krsna conscious-
ness. I've greatly enjoyed them. I have
come up with many questions, but out of
all of them I have chosen two.

First, why do you worship God (Krsna)
in the form of a statue? Is God not every-
where we look and even within us? Why
must we bow down to something of clay or
rock?

Second, are Srila Prabhupada and his
disciples who have become bona fide
teachers worshiped by bowing down to
them, or by creating statues of them and
worshiping those? If so, why?

I would be honored if you would ex-
plain these things to me and thus solve my
problems.

Judith Ann Gavin
Auckland, New Zealand

OUR REPLY: Your first question is one of-
ten raised by persons of Judeo-Christian
background, largely because of the com-
mandment against worshiping graven
images. We also accept this command-
ment. The process of Krsna conscious-
nessisbased onscripture. A devotee never
acts whimsically. Even one who has at-
tained spiritual perfection must continue
to follow scriptural injunctions.

The scriptures of the Vedic tradition di-
rect us to make authorized forms of the
Lord from material elements. By certain
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prayers and devotional rituals we invite
the Lord—for whom nothing is impossi-
ble—to accept our service through those
forms. Although the Deity may appear to
be a lifeless statue, in many instances the
Deity has openly reciprocated His devo-
tee’s service and devotion.

The omnipotent Personality of God-
head is fully capable of making spiritinto
matter and matter into spirit. Therefore,
he can easily appear in the home or tem-
ple of His loving devotees in His Deity
form. In our present materially contami-
nated state we cannot see God in His
original, spiritual form. He therefore mer-
cifully comes before us in a form we can
see. By learning to see God—and develop
love for Him—as the Deity, we will even-
tually be able to see Him everywhere.

Of course, one may not arbitrarily fash-
ion a form and worship it as God. One has
toworship the authorized form, justas, for
example, in mailing this letter to you, I
have to deposit it in an authorized mail-
box. I cannot put it in any box that hap-
pens to be on the sidewalk and expectitto
be delivered to you.

To worship a concocted form as the
Deity is idolatry. One has to consult the
scriptures and worship according to their
directives. That purifies the heart of a
devotee and prepares him or her for ren-
dering direct, personal services to Krsna,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

There are numerous important points

to be made in this connection, but that
would take many pages. I want to answer
your other question as well. I refer you,
therefore, to the Sri Caitanya-caritamrta
and the Srimad-Bhagavatam, both trans-
lated into English by Srila Prabhupada,
for furtherexplanationsofthe philosophy
of Deity worship, as understood by the
great saintly devotees in our line since
time immemorial.

Now for your second question. Lord
Krsna Himself teaches that the disciple
should accept the spiritual masterto be as
good as God because he is God’s repre-
sentative. Understanding that the guru is
the instrument of divine grace, the dis-
ciple bows in humility at his feet, thus at-
tracting the merciful glance of the Lord.

In our modern world, people tend to
overreact when they see that a guru ac-
cepts a disciple’s display of humility. And
they generally fail to appreciate that the
guru also has a spiritual master, to whom
he bows in all humility. Buthumility is the
crown jewel of all spiritual qualities. It is
the principle by which saintly persons
conduct themselves in a spiritual society
or culture.

That’s why the disciples of spiritual
masters after Srila Prabhupada continue
to practice bowing before their spiritual
masters. We do not worship the new gurus
in “statues,” however, because this is gen-
erally not practiced while the guru is still
present. After he goes to the spiritual
world, his disciples may continue to re-
member and worship him in a deity form.
Far more important, however, is that the
disciple carry out the order of the spiritual
master and help him spread Krsna con-
sciousness all over the world. £3
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

The Romance of Spiritual Life

I recently received a letter from a man
in India who likes to read the biog-
raphy of Srila Prabhupada, as well as
“the history, and if I may say so, the ro-
mance of ISKCON [the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness].”
His use of the word romance was inter-
esting. It made me think of ISKCON as
an indomitable spirit, despite its ups
and downs, and that those who are sin-
cerely participating in ISKCON are
high-spirited knights of faith.

There is an undeniable urge for spiri-
tual life in the heart of every human
being. When we respond to this call, it
is our best love story, our most heroic
and mysterious adventure. Some say
that an organized religious movement
cannot embody the purity and liveliness
of the spiritual quest. But as spiritual
romance is possible individually, it is
also possible in communities and
internationally.

To protect the true spirit of a religious
institution, its members must struggle to
reform its imperfections, and they must
never forget that they are responding to
the sublime call to the higher nature.
Spiritual life calls one to give up the
temporary material world and to live an
entirely different way. As Bhagavad-gita
(8.20) states, “Yet there is another
nature, which is eternal and is transcen-
dental to this manifested and unmani-
fested matter.”

Every one of us has sometimes felt
the urge to quit the oppressive world of
material reality and seek something bet-
ter. Maybe we thought of going to live
as a recluse in the mountains, as ex-
pressed victoriously in the poems of
many hermits:

In solitude by the brushwood gate

where no one else arrives,

in an empty grove

I meet alone with the white clouds.

—Wang Wei

To think we could become a North
American hermit or Himalayan yogr
covered with deerskin was fictional ro-
mance. But Srila Prabhupada has given
us Lord Caitanya’s sarikirtana move-
ment. Now a devotee can pursue spiri-
tual life to his heart’s content, even
while living in a city, with a family and
a job. Spiritual life is as down-to-earth
as the everyday practice of chanting
Hare Krsna according to quota and
avoiding the four pillars of sinful life—
meat-eating, intoxication, illicit sex, and
gambling,

Still, although spiritual life is readily
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available, there will no doubt be obsta-
cles. For example, when persons, even
spiritually minded ones, try to work to-
gether, there may be disagreements.
And there will be disagreements be-
tween sects, and especially between
spiritually minded persons and the ma-
terially minded. One may also be faced
with corruption in the name of religion,
and even slander against one’s own sin-
cere efforts. But the jewel mine of spiri-
tual truth remains inexhaustible, always
open for those who seek freedom from
birth and death.

True spiritual life is the greatest ad-
venture. By comparison, external ad-
ventures—such as sky-diving, running
for political office, making war—seem
childish or insane. Satisfied in the pur-
suit of the higher goal, even the neo-
phyte transcendentalist is sure he will
never go back to his old ways.

Giving up the world, becoming en-
lightened and free of anxieties, seeking
and finding God—these are the goals
for the high-spirited human beings.
Literatures such as the Srimad-
Bhagavatam encourage us to try for
this with all our hearts, and never again
remain stuck in the blind well of ma-
terialistic life.

A poem by Mirabhai, “Why Mira
Can’t Go Back to Her Old House,”
states, “Approve me or disapprove me; I
praise the lifter of Govardhana Hill day
and night. I take the path that ecstatic
human beings have taken for centuries.”

Madhavendra Puri, a fifteenth-
century spiritual master, also took this
path, even though his friends and rela-
tives didn’t approve:

Let the sharp moralist accuse me of being
illusioned; I do not mind. Experts in

Vedic activities may slander me as being

misled, friends and relatives may call me
frustrated, my brothers may call me a
fool, wealthy mammonites may point me
out as mad, and the learned philosophers
may assert that I am much too proud;
still my mind does not budge an inch
from the determination to serve the lotus
feet of Govinda, though I am unable to
doit.

And when five-year-old Prahlada was
asked by his demoniac father, “What is
the best thing you have learned in
school?” Prahlada replied:

O best of the asuras, king of the demons,
as far as I have learned from my spiritual
master, any person who has accepted a
temporary body and temporary house-
hold life is certainly embarrassed by
anxiety because of having fallen into a

dark well where there is no water but
only suffering. One should give up this
position and go to the forest. More
clearly, one should go to Vrndavana,
where only Krsna consciousness is preva-
lent, and one should take shelter of the

Supreme Personality of Godhead.
—Bhag. 1.5.5

The romance of spiritual life is not all
celebration and praise. There is a bitter-
sweetness to renunciation, to the degree
of one’s attachment to the false, ma-
terial forms. The relatives of a latter-day
Madhavendra Puri may resort to
“deprogramming.” Latter-day Mirabhais
are sometimes dragged back to their
houses, and their love for Krsna is
severely tested. When this happens, the
exasperated devotee may think, “How
can Krsna expect me to give up the
whole world?” But these obstacles are
also part of the romance. How else can
we prove to the Supreme Lord that we
want to go back to Godhead, except
when we resist the opposition in what-
ever form it takes?

I was thankful to be reminded that
ISKCON is a romantic adventure. But
whether it be considered romantic or
realistic, Krsna consciousness is the ab-
solute truth, and we must pursue it.

This sense of an imperative is men-
tioned by Lord Krsna in the Bhagavad-
gita (6.47) when He describes the yogr as
bhajate yo mam, “rendering transcen-
dental service to Me.” In his commen-
tary to this verse Srila Prabhupada
writes:

The English word “worship” cannot be
used in the same sense as bhaja. Worship
means to adore, or to show respect and
honor to the worthy one. But service with
love and faith is especially meant for the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. . . .
Every living entity is part and parcel of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
and thus every living entity is intended to
serve the Supreme Lord by his own con-
stitution. Failing to do this, he falls down.

When we deny the inner call to ren-
der transcendental loving service, we
deny the voice of God, and that is the
greatest loss. To remain mundane is to
undergo repeated miseries.of transmi-
gration through the species. Missing out
on love of God is the ultimate failure.
Reflecting on these matters, I wrote this
prayer: “May Lord Krsna, who is in our
hearts, bless us with the yearning to as-
sist Him in the perfection of His loving
affairs. And may we do this by assisting
Srila Prabhupada in his mission of
worldwide sankirtana.” —SDG
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Enlightened: freed from ignorance and misinformation;
filled with spiritual understanding; informed; illuminated.

Whether we realize it or not, we're all looking for enlightenment. We want to
know how to get free from all problems and find a situation that brings only
peace and happiness. We deserve full peace and happiness, but we don't
know how to get it. You might say we're in the dark. And to make things worse,
when we look for solutions to life’s problems, we get misinformation (from
others who are in ignorance) that gives, at best, only temporary solutions.
But “Godhead is light,” as our motto reads, and Back to Godhead gives the
spiritual understanding that reveals the root cause of today’s problems. Back
to Godhead gives lasting solutions. Subscribe to Back to Godhead, and be i
informed, illuminated—enlightened! : AR
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THERE’S
SOMETHING FOR
EVERYONE
AT THE

UNDAY FEAST

The Sunday Feast is more than just a meal. It’s a chance to forget about your worldly duties for a while and relax
in the spiritual atmosphere of Krsna’s temple. It’s a chance to sing and dance with friends for the pleasure
of the Supreme Lord. And it’s a chance to hear a thought-provoking talk on Krsna’s immortal Bhagavad-gita. And that’s
not the end of it. If you visit the gift shop, you'll probably find things you won’t find anywhere else.
If you talk with Krsna’s devotees, you'll realize you couldn’t find friendlier people anywhere else either. And, of
course, there’s the meal. At the Sunday Feast, held every Sunday at Hare Krsna centers around the world,
you'll get a plate filled with the best food you've ever tasted. Honest. We offer it to Krsna first, so it has to be
the best. There’s a lot waiting for you at the Sunday Feast—a lot more than just a meal.




