


His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupida,
Founder-Acdarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to America
in 1965, at age sixty-nine, to fulfill
his spiritual master’s request that
he teach the science of Kysna
consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world. In a
dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation
and commentary on India’s Vedic
literature, and these are now
standard in universities world-
wide. Meanwhile, traveling
almost nonstop, Srila Prabhupada
molded his international society
into & worldwide confederation of
asramas, schools, temples, and
farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in India’s
Vrndavana, the place most

sacred to Lord Krsna. His disciples
are carrying forward the movement
he started. Advanced disciples
throughout the world have been
authorized to serve in the position
of spiritual master, initiating
disciples of their own. And these
disciples, in turn, become

linked with Srila Prabhupada
through the transcendental
system of disciplic succession.

BACK TO GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.
When Srila Prabhupada began the Society (in New
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes
he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

1. To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge
to society at large and to educate all peoples in the
techniques of spiritual life in order to check the
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real
unity and peace in the world.

2. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re-
vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.
3. To bring the members of the Society together

with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime
entity, thus developing the idea within the

members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).

. To teach and encourage the sarikirtana

movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

. To erect for the members and for society at large

a holy place of transcendental pastimes
dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

. To bring the members closer together for the

purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
of life.

. With a view toward achieving the aforementioned

purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,
books, and other writings.
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A Body Free

From Suffering

Life after life you have acquired a new material body—automatically
and naturally. Acquiring a spiritual body takes practice.

A lecture in Mexico City in February 1975 by

HIS DIVINE GRACE A. C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA,
founder-acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

na tv evaham jatu nasam
na tvarmi neme janadhipah
na caiva na bhavisyamah
sarve vayam atah param

“Never was there a time when I did not exist,
nor you, nor all these kings; nor in the future shall
any of us cease to be.” (Bhagavad-gita 2.12)

From this verse it is to be concluded that we are

not going to die. Krsna says here that not only

He, but also Arjuna and all others who were present

on the battlefield will continue to exist. How

shall we exist? As spirit souls, we are existing

now—we've accepted a certain type of material body

and are existing—and similarly, after finishing this

body we'll accept another body and continue to exist.
Now, the question is, “What kind of body shall I

exist in after finishing this body?” That is

explained elsewhere in the Bhagavad-gita.

If we like, Krsna says, we can exist in the higher

planetary system, where the duration of life is very,

very long and sense enjoyment is much better than in

this world. This we can have if we like. We can

also exist in lower-grade species like cats, dogs,

insects, trees, or aquatics. We can also exist in

Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. enjoys with

His friends in the spiritual world. To take part in these
intimate, ecstatic pastimes, we must uncover our original
spiritual bodies by developing Krsna consciousness through
the steadfast practice of spiritual activities.

PAINTING BY JAGAT-KARANA-DEVI DASI

the same way as we are existing now. Or we can exist
exactly as God does, enjoying an eternal life of
bliss and knowledge.

Attaining an eternal life of bliss and knowledge
means attaining a spiritual body. The body we possess
now—a material body—is neither eternal nor
blissful nor full of knowledge. Every one of us knows
that one day this material body will be finished. And
it is full of ignorance. For instance, we cannot know
anything about what is beyond this world. We have
senses, but they're all limited, imperfect. Sometimes
we are very proud and challenge, “Can you show me
God?” But we forget how weak our power of seeing is.
As soon as the light is gone, our power of seeing
is gone. So, the material body is imperfect and full
of ignorance.

But a spiritual body is full of knowledge—just the
opposite. We can get a spiritual body in our next
life, but we have to develop the proper consciousness.
We can develop our consciousness so that our next
body will be in the higher planetary system, or so that
our body will be a cat’s or dog’s body, or so that our
body will be eternal, blissful, and full of knowledge.

The most intelligent person will try to get an
eternal body full of bliss and knowledge. Then he
will not have to return to this material world: yad
gawa na nivartante tad dhama paramam mama
[Bg. 15.6]. Even if you are promoted to Brahmaloka,
the highest planet in the material world, you'll
still have to come back. But if you try your best
to go to the spiritual world—back home, back
to Godhead—you will not come back here to
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accept a material body.

Now, the question may be raised, “If I
am eternal, why are there so many misera-
ble conditions of life? Why am I sub-
jected to birth, old age, disease, and death?”
These are actually intelligent questions.
Krsna instructs that these miserable con-
ditions of life are due to the material body,
and that if in the future we can attain a
spiritual body in His kingdom, we will be
free of this suffering. Those who are en-
gaged only in sense gratification do not
care for the future; they simply want im-
mediate facilities to enjoy this life. They
are like children without the care of their
parents. Children simply play the whole
day, not caring for their future life, not
caring to get an education.

But in the human form of life, if we are
actually intelligent, we should try our best
to get that kind of body in which we will
not suffer birth, old age, disease, and death.
This Krsna consciousness movement
is educating people for that purpose.

Now, one may ask, “If I simply devote
myself to Krsna consciousness, how will
my material necessities be supplied?” The
answer is there in the Bhagavad-gita [9.22],
where Krsna says, ananyds cintayanto
man ye janah paryupdsate . . . yoga-ksemari
vahamy aham: “For a devotee who is al-
ways engaged in My service, I supply his
necessities of life.” Krsna is already look-
ing after everyone's maintenance. Eko
bahanam yo vidadhati kaman: “The one
Supreme Person is supplying the necessi-
ties of all living entities.” So for a devotee
who is trying to go back home, back to
Godhead, there will be no scarcity. Rest
assured.

The practical example is this Krsna
consciousness movement, We now have
about 100 centers all over the world, with
from 25 to 250 devotees in each. We have
no fixed means of income, but we are
spending in all the branches $80,000 per
month. By the grace of Krsna we have no
scarcity. Everything is supplied. People
sometimes wonder, “These Hare Krsna
people do not work, they do not have any
profession. They simply chant Hare Krsna.
How do they live?” The answer is that if
cats and dogs can live by the mercy of
God, His devotees can certainly live very
comfortably by His mercy. There is no
question of scarcity.

But for the devotee who thinks, “T have
taken to Krsna consciousness, yet I am
still suffering in so many ways,” Krsna
gives this instruction [Bg. 2.14]:

matra-sparsas tu kaunteya
Sitosna-sukha-dubkha-dah
dagamapdayine ‘nitvas
tams titiksasva bharata

“Pains and pleasures are just like the win-
ter and summer seasons. Try to tolerate
them.” In the winter, cold water is painful,
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butinthe summerthe same water is pleas-
ing. So, what is the effect of cold water? Is
it painful, or pleasing? It is neither, but in
different seasons, when it touches the
skin, cold water seems painful or pleas-
ing. Such pains and pleasures are coming
and going; they are not permanent. Krsna
therefore advises, tams titiksasva bharata:
“Just tolerate.” But do not forget your real
business, Krsna consciousness. Of course,
if there are pains we should try our best to
counteract them, but even if we cannot,
we should not be diverted from our devo-
tional practices.

So, one of the main devotional quali-
ties is tolerance. One should learn to tol-
erate every condition of life. For example,
in India those who are actually brahmanas
(now we have created some brahmanas in
the Western countries) do not neglect to
take a bath early in the morning simply

fter finishing

this body,
every one of us will
have to accept
another body. If
we neglect the rules
of spiritual life
and are forced to
accept the body of
a dog, just im-
agine how painful
that will be!

because the weather is pinching cold.
Similarly, in the scorching heat of the
summer season, one should notdecide, *1
shall stop cooking.” The kitchen may be
too hot, but still we cannot give up cook-
ing. This tolerance comes by practice.
Something may be painful for one or two
days, but if you practice, soon it will no
longer be painful.

In the practice of Krsna consciousness,
one must follow all the rules and regula-
tions. Sometimes this may be a little pain-
ful, but we cannot give them up. We have
to learn to tolerate. Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu has also advised us that to advance
in Krsna consciousness, one should be
tolerant. Tinad api sunicena: “Become
humbler than the grass.” So many people
trample the grass, yet it does not protest.
And rarorivasahisnuna: “Be more tolerant
than a tree.” Somebody may break a tree’s
branches, somebody may snatch its fruits,
somebody may cut it down, but still the

tree is giving you shelter, wood, fruits, and
flowers. A tree is a very good example of
tolerance. And then, amanina manadena:
“For oneself one should desire no respect,
but one should offer all respect to others.”
So, anyone desiring to go back home, back
to Godhead, has to learn to be tolerant
and forbearing. That is the instruction of
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

If we practice Krsna consciousness in
this way, we will become fit for going back
home, back to Godhead. Krsna explains
this in the next verse [2.15]:

yam hi na vyathayanty ete
purusam purusarsabha

sama-duhkha-sukhar dhiram
so ‘mrtatvaya kalpate

“One who is tolerant of pains and plea-
sures becomes fit for going back home,
back to Godhead.” It is simply a question
of practice. In Bengal it is said, Sarire nam
mahasaya jasa habe tayse: "By practice
you can train your body to tolerate almost
anything.” For example, in the morning,
when we go for our walk, we see so many
people running. I cannot run. But if I
practice for some days, I will also be able
to run. If you practice enough, you'll be
successful at anything.

So, if by practicing Krsna conscious-
ness you can go back home, back to God-
head, why should you neglect it? That will
solve all your problems. The real prob-
lems are birth, old age, disease, and death.
Ifyou can solve these problems simply by
practicing some regulative principles, why
don’t you do it?

We are opening hundreds of centers
just to give training to people so that they
can practice Krsna consciousness and go
back home, back to Godhead. You cannot
go home, back to Godhead, so cheaply.
You have to practice certain regulative
principles; then you will be fit to go. They
are not very difficult. In the beginning,
just chant the Hare Krsna mantra. Then
you’ll become fit for more practice.

So, now we have a center in your city,
and I request you to take full advantage of
this Krsna consciousness movement and
be successful in your life. Rest assured
that after finishing this body, every one of
us will have to accept another body. If we
neglect the rules and regulations of spiri-
tual life and are forced to accept the body
of a dog, just imagine how painful that
will be! But if we follow the principles of
Krsna consciousness, then, as Krsna says,
yanti mad-yajine pi mam: “Anyone en-
gaged in Krsna consciousness comes to
Me.” So, practice Krsna consciousness
and go back home, back to Godhead.

Any questions?

Devotee [Translating from Spanish]: Can
you explain a little more about develop-
ing a spiritual body?

Srila Prabhupada: Your spiritual body is



already there; it is simply covered by your
material body. You have to purify your
consciousness, and then you will get
your original, spiritual body. Krsna con-
sciousness is a purifying process that
cures a person of the disease of material
life. Suppose one has a fever, The fever is
not permanent. Cure the fever, and you
become healthy. Similarly, cure the fever
of material attachment, and you will at-
tain your original healthy, spiritual body.
Devotee: You were saying that one can
take birth even as a dog. How long must
one reincarnate as a dog? How many
births?

Srila Prabhupada: As long as you are un-
able to go back home, back to Godhead,
you have to accept a body of a dog or a cat
or some other species. There are 8,400,000
bodily forms, and you have to accept one
after another. Now, make your decision
whether you wantto accept these different
types of body or you want to get your
original, spiritual body. In the spiritual
body there is no more birth, old age, dis-
ease, and death, while in the material body
these four miseries are continually occur-
ring. You can get your spiritual body
simply by alittle cultivation of Krsna con-
sciousness in this human form of life. But
if your next life is other than human, you
will have to wait perhaps millions of years
to come again to this human form of life.
After all, we are under the grip of the
stringent laws of nature. You cannot es-
cape them unless you come to Krsna
consciousness.

Devotee: Are our reincarnations pro-
gressive or regressive?

Srila Prabhupada: Both.

Devotee: Why would we take birth as an
animal?

Srila Prabhupada: Because you act like
an animal.

Devotee: If one behaves badly in school,
one has to stay where he is—he cannot
progress. But he does not go back.

Srila Prabhupada: No, sometimes one is
demoted, also. That is quite natural.
Devotee: Some people don't believe that
one can lose the human form and be de-
graded to animal life,

Srila Prabhupada: They may not believe in
the law, but the law will be enforced. Sup-
pose somebody says, I can commit any
criminal act because I don’t believe in the
court’s judgment.” Is that sensible? You
may believe or notbelieve, but the law will
act. For example, if you contract some
infectious disease, you must develop that
disease. That is the law of nature. So, we
are contaminating ourselves by perform-
ing so many sinful activities, and accord-
ing to the laws of nature we will have to
accept the appropriate material body. The
material laws are not under your control;
you are under the control of the material
laws.

Devotee: Who isin charge of giving us our
next body?

Srila Prabhupada: God. Isvarah sarva-
bhitanarm hrd-dese rjuna tisthati: God, in
His Supersoul feature, is situated in every-
one’s heart, and He is seeing all our activi-
ties and awarding us different kinds of
bodies. So, we have to accept that we are
fully under control. If we childishly claim
to be independent, that is foolishness.
Devotee: Do the senses—the material
senses we now have—originally belong to
the soul, which has been covered by the
material body?

Srila Prabhupida: Yes. For instance, if a
man in a normal condition becomes mad,
his original senses are still there, but they

actabnormally. Similarly, when we are in
this material world, we use our senses in
an abnormal way. But when we purify our
senses of material contamination by using
them to serve Krsna. that is our normal
condition. Sarvopadhi-vinirmuktari tat-
paratvena hirmalam. When we give up all
material designations and become puri-
fied, we come to our normal condition.
Devotee: What are the characteristics of a
person who has realized that he’s not
this body?
Srila Prabhupada: He engages cent per
cent in Krsna consciousness. He doesn’t
know anything but Krsna and service to
Krsna. That is our normal condition.
Thank you very much. o
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ON CHANTING

Whether one chants meditatively on beads

or exuberantly with musical instruments,

the Hare Krsna mantra is the easiest and most
potent means to spiritual advancement.

Text and photos by VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

“O my Lord, Your holy name alone can render all benediction to living
beings, and thus You have millions of names, like Krsna and Govinda. In
these transcendental names You have invested all Your transcendental
energies. There are not even hard and fast rules for chanting these names.
O my Lord, out of kindness You enable us to easily approach You by Your
holy names, but I am so unfortunate that I have no attraction for them.”

—Siksastaka, Verse 2

-

Srﬂa Prabhupada was once amused by a cartoon portraying a woman
imploring her husband “Chant, chant, chant,” and then the man
replying “Can’t, can't, can’t.” “This is the situation,” Srila Prabhupada
explained. “"Chanting is so easy and the benefits of chanting

are so great, yet simply out of stubbornness, people refuse to chant.”
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Chanting is easy. As Lord Caitanya™ says, there are no hard and fast rules.
Anyone can chant at any time, in any place, under any circumstances,
and without any previous qualification. All that’s required is to repeat Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. These sixteen transcendental sounds compose
the maha-mantra—the supreme combination of sounds for freeing one’s
mind from anxiety. The Narada-paficaraira states that all mantras and
processes for self-realization are compressed into the Hare Krsna mantra.
Srila Prabhupada explains that the name Krsna means “the all-
attractive one,” and the name Rama means “the all-pleasing one.” When
combined with Hare, the Lord’s devotional energy, the words mean
*O all-attractive, all-pleasing Lord, kindly engage me in Your service.”
In other words, Krsna, Rama, and Hare are not sectarian names but
are spiritual, surpassing all material strata—sensual, mental, and
intellectual. The Lord is one, yet He has unlimited names, owing to His
unlimited activities and unlimited qualities. “If you think that Krsna
is the name of a Hindu God.” Srila Prabhupada said, “then you can
chant any bona fide name of the Lord—Allah, Buddha, Jehovah. We
chant Hare Krsna because that's what's recommended in the scriptures.”
Because the omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient Lord is nondifferent
from His name, the benefits from chanting defy the imagination. By
chanting God’s names we can revive our spiritual consciousness, and
when we chant purely, the Lord is present, dancing on our tongue. This
quality of the Lord, to personally and fully appear when His name is
vibrated, is unknown to nondevotees. And even among devotees, there is much

*In the fiftcenth century, Lord Krsna appeared as Lord Caitanya, a devotee of Krsna, to teach
the glories of chanting Hare Krsna.
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evotees chant on a string of 108 beads, fingering
each bead as they softly repeat the sixteen-
word maha-mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. Initiated devotees
chant a minimum of sixteen rounds of the 108
beads every day, a devotional meditation on
Lord Krsna that takes about two hours.

Bt
i
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to be realized. The scripture Caitanya-caritamrta tells that in Candapura,
India, five centuries ago, a number of scholars were once discussing

the glories of chanting. “By chanting the holy name of the Lord,” some of
them said, “one is freed from the reactions of sinful life.” Others said,
“Simply by chanting the holy name of the Lord, a living being is liberated
from material bondage.”

Also present at the gathering was Haridasa Thakura, the great devotee
whose life exemplified the perfection of chanting Hare Krsna. Haridasa
Thakura objected to the opinions of the scholars, saying, “These two
benedictions are not the true result of chanting the holy name. By
chanting the holy name without offenses, one awakens his ecstatic love
for the lotus feet of Krsna. Liberation and extinction of the reactions
of sinful life are two concomitant by-products of chanting the holy name
of the Lord.”

Haridasa explained that just as the first hint of sunlight dissipates the
darkness of night, similarly the first hint of offenseless chanting dissipates
the reactions of sinful activities immediately. And, as when the sun is
present everything is visible, similarly when one chants the holy name
offenselessly, ecstatic love of God manifests within the heart.

So, perfection is available through pure sound. The only difficulty is
that either we refuse to chant, or if we do chant, we chant offensively.
Refusal may come from a lack of interest or faith in spiritual life. Offenses
are due to a lack of purity. But one can overcome these difficulties simply
by seriously and sincerely chanting, for the holy name is self-sufficient.

Rupa Gosvami, an exalted devotee and personal associate of Lord
Caitanya, expressed his appreciation of the effects of chanting the holy
name: “I do not know how much nectar the two syllables Krs-na have
produced. When the holy name of Krsna is chanted, it appears to dance
within the mouth. We then desire many, many mouths. And when that
name enters the holes of the ears, we desire many millions of ears.”

Except for stubbornness, there is no reason why one can’t chant Hare
Krsna. Chanting is so easy that even if you can’t chant audibly for some
reason, you can still chant within your mind and experience the potency
of transcendental vibrations. And as you chant, your taste and desire
to chant will increase. And your love for God will increase. So who can’t
chant? Only one who doesn’t chant thinks “can’t.” &&
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hatever one's frame of mind or physical circumstances, one can benefit
s'pirimally by chanting Hare Krsna; no one is disqualified. In fact,
a devotee in distress may be in an advantageous position, for he can call out to
Krsna with true feeling. As Srila Prabhupada writes, “A helpless man can
feelingly utter the holy name of the Lord, whereas a man who utters
the same holy name in great material satisfaction cannot be so sincere”
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.8.26, PUrport).
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Lord Krsna’s Cuisine

Modern Times

And Muddled Menus

Cook for Krsna and rise above religious dogmas
and cultural turbulence.

by VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

I was browsing in the cookery section of
our local library the other day when I
came across three passages that revealed
a sour irony:

1. “Although thousands of years old,
man’s natural diet has been slandered,
ridiculed, and feared by people through-
out the ages. And despite its proven
economy, nutritional benefits, and harm-
lessness toward life, the vegetarian diet
has been largely ignored in the West in
favor of one containing meat” (Eating for
Life, by Nathaniel Altman).

2."Flesh-eating by humans is unneces-
sary, irrational, anatomically unsound,
unhealthy, unhygienic, uneconomical,
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unaesthetic, unkind and unethical” (Sim-
ple Food for the Good Life, by Helen
Nearing).

3. "Another friend was a Muslim from
Uttar Pradesh, known to bring beefcooked
with spinach, all deliciously flavoured. . ..
Many of us were Hindus and not sup-
posed to eatbeef. So we just pretended not
to know what it was. Our fingers would
work busily around the tender meat that
covered the bones and our cheeks would
hollow as we sucked up the spicy marrow
from the marrow bones” (Indian Cooking,
by Madhur Jaffrey).

The irony? On the one hand, Wester-
ners have given up their inherited cuisine

(which, somesay, is harderthan changing
marriage partners), to embrace vegetari-
anism, while on the other hand, an In-
dian has rejected her traditional vege-
tarian diet as unsubstantiated religious
dogma and has delved into meat-eating
with the zeal of a giddy young girl on her
first date.

Icanunderstand Madhur Jaffrey’s girl-
ish “excitement” in breaking the tenets of
her religion. My father (Jewish) and my
mother (Anglican) told me that when they
were children they had to follow strict
religious regulation. My Jewish grand-
mother kept two sets of silverware, turned
the lights off at five on Fridays, and in-
sisted that my father master Hebrew. My
Anglican grandmother had my mother go
to Church each Sunday to pray and con-
fess, lest she risk eternal damnation. When
my parents became adults, they both broke
free from the grip of religious ritual and
became atheists. As Srila Prabhupada
writes, “Religion without philosophy is
sentiment, or sometimes fanaticism....”
Being untrained in the philosophical as-
pect of religion, and being neither sen-
timental nor fanatical, my parents, like
Madhur Jaffrey, decided that religious
practices were optional.

When one gives up religious tenets,
however, and decides intellectually and
philosophically what should and should
not be eaten, the menu becomes most
muddled. In fact, there is a growing war
over the dinner table. Marilynn Marter,
food writer for the Philadelphia Inquirer,
writes, “Your next gourmet delight may be
another person’s passionate political
cause. ... The protesters find the practices
involved in the procurement of frogs’ legs
and production of foie gras no less dis-
dainful than the clubbing of baby seals. .. ."
Protesters cite the cruelty of lopping off
the legs of live frogs and the disruption of
the ecological balance by rampant frog-
killing as reasons for abstaining from
frog’s meat. Most people, they claim, can’t
distinguish frog’s meat from chicken
anyway.

Another group, known as FARM, ob-
jects to the mass methods used to raise
such “edible animals” as chickens, cows,
pigs, and turkeys. “These methods,” they
protest, “treat food animals no differently
from feed grain—something to be planted,
fertilized, watered, and harvested.”

Even vegetarians, like Altman and
Nearing (quoted above), wrangle. Near-
ing favors raw foods and avoids eggs, salt,
and milk. Milk, she says, is meant for the
calf, not for humans. (But she admits to
occasionally succumbing to the ice-
cream-eating binges she relished as a
child.)On the other hand, Altman doesn’t
mention raw foods, and the recipes in his

(continued on page 32)



(Recipes from The Hare Krishna Book of
Vegetarian Cooking, by Adi-raja dasa)

Saffron Rice with Cheese Balls
(Kesar panir pulao)

Preparation time: 30-40 minutes
Servings: 4-6

1 cup good-quality long-grain rice
Y4 cup raisins
4 ounces pressed panir (milk curd)
4 teaspoon powdered saffron,
or 10 to 15 saffron strands
2 teaspoons sugar
12 cup warm milk
2 tablespoons butter
214 cups water
2 teaspoons salt
% cup blanched almonds or
cashew nuts, toasted

1. Wash the rice, soak it for 15 to 20 minutes
in cold water, and letitdrain. Knead the panir
until it is soft, and roll it into small balls. (Or
press it and cut it into cubes.) Deep-fry the
panir balls until they are browned all over.
Drain. Dissolve the saffron and sugar in the
warm milk, and put the raisins and deep-
fried panir balls in the saffron-milk to
soak.

2. Melt a tablespoon of butter in a large
saucepan over a medium {lame and stir-fry
the rice for 3 minutes. When the grains be-
come lightly toasted, pour the water and salt
into therice, bring to a boil, and cook covered
over a very low flame. After 10 minutes, re-
move the cover and gently stir in the nuts and
the saffron milk (set the panir balls aside). Be
careful not to break the grains. Cover the pot
and cook for 10 minutes more or until the rice
is completely cooked. Then remove the cover
and allow the rest of the water to evaporate by
cooking it another 2 or 3 minutes.

3. Finally, dot the rice with butter and
mix gently with a fork. Garnish with the panir
balls and offer to Krsna hot.

Dal Croquettes in Yogurt
(Urad dal bara)

Preparation time: 30 minutes
Servings: 4-6

132 cups urad dal,
soaked in water overnight

2 fresh chilies, minced

Y4 teaspoon asafetida

1 teaspoon baking soda

6 teaspoons salt

312 cups warm water

ghee (clarified butter) or
vegetable oil for deep-frying

2 cups plain yogurt

1 teaspoon cumin seeds,
toasted and ground

1. Drain the dal and blend it in an electric
blender (or a grinder) with the minced chilies,

asafetida, baking soda, and 1 teaspoon of the
salt until it is a smooth paste. Add a little
water and beat the mixture vigorously until it
is so light that a drop will float on water. Set
aside. Reserve %2 teaspoon of the salt and dis-
solve the rest in the warm water.

2. Heat the ghee in a wok or pot until it is
hot but not smoking. Drop lumps of the bat-
ter, one after another, into the ghee. In seconds
the baras will become round and float and
begin sizzling. Fry them on all sides. They
should become nicely browned in 5 or 6
minutes. Then drain them and put them in
the salt water to soak. Add the remaining %2
teaspoon of salt to the yogurt, mix well, and
set the yogurt aside

3. After 20 to 30 minutes, when the baras
begin to become light-colored, gently remove
them and squeeze the excess water out of
each one. Place them in a serving dish, cover
with yogurt, and garnish with ground cumin.
Offer to Krsna. Serve urad dal baras as part of
a main meal or as a special treat.

Fresh Mint Chutney
(Pudina chatni)

Preparation time:; 15 minutes
Servings: 4-6

2 ounces fresh mint leaves

I tablespoon fresh ginger, grated
2 fresh chilies, minced

4 tablespoons lemon juice

1 teaspoon salt

2 teaspoons sugar

Wash the mint leaves thoroughly and shake
them dry. Use only the leaves and the thin-
nest stalks: discard the thick stems. Blend all
the ingredients together in an electric blender,
with just enough water to make a smooth
paste. Chill and offer to Krsnpa.

For a tasty chutney using both mint and
coriander leaves, mix the same ingredients,
but use only 3 ounces of mint leaves. Add 3
ounces of coriander leaves, 6 ounces of
roasted or deep-fried peanuts, and 4 ounces
of tamarind pulp. Chill and offer to Krsna.

-Vegetable and Cheese Stew

(Matar alu tarkari)

Preparation time: 40 minutes
Servings: 4-6

1 tablespoon ghee or vegetable oil

6 cloves

2 cinnamon sticks, 3 inches long

1 teaspoon ground cardamom
seeds

3 bay leaves

4 potatoes, peeled and cubed

1 pound fresh peas, shelled

1 teaspoon turmeric

132 cups water

5 medium-size tomatoes,
washed and quartered

1 teaspoon fresh ginger, grated

T4 teaspoon fresh nutmeg,
grated

/2 teaspoon brown sugar

2 teaspoons salt

/2 cup sour cream

1 tablespoon chopped fresh coriander
or parsley leaves

2 cup almonds, lightly toasted

8 ounces panir, cubed and
deep-fried

1. Heat the ghee in a large saucepan over a
medium flame. When it begins to smoke, toss
in the cloves, cinnamon sticks, ground car-
damom, and bay leaves. Stir-fry for about 30
seconds; then put in the potatoes. Fry them
for 5 minutes, frequently scraping the bottom
of the pan with a spatula, until they are lightly
browned. Add the peas and turmeric. Stir
once, pour in the water, and cook for 10 min-
utes with the potcovered. Then add the toma-
toes, along with the grated ginger, nutmeg,
sugar, and salt. Stir to mix, and cook covered
for 5 more minutes.

2. Now fold in the sour cream, coriander,
almonds, and the fried panir cubes. Remove
the whole spices. Offer to Krsna.

Tomato Soup
(Tamatar ka soup)

Preparation time: 30-40 minutes
Servings: 4-6

43> pounds firm red tomatoes

6 tablespoons ghee or vegetable oil

1 teaspoon ground coriander

4 teaspoon asafetida

1 teaspoon salt

4 tablespoons chopped fresh
coriander leaves

1Yz tablespoons white or brown
sugar

Y4 teaspoon ground black pepper

Ya teaspoon cayenne pepper

1 cup milk

2 tablespoons butter

2 tablespoons white flour

1 tablespoon lemon juice

1. Wash the tomatoes and cuteach one into
8 wedges. Heat the ghee in a heavy saucepan
and fry the ground coriander and asafetida
for a few seconds. Add the tomatoes and ¥z
teaspoon of salt. Adjust the flame to medium-
low and cook the tomatoes for 20 to 25 min-
utes, or until they appear pulpy and the skins
become loose.

2.Blend the tomatoes in an electric
blender, or press them through a sieve, and
put them back in the pan. Add the chopped
coriander, sugar, pepper, cayenne, %
teaspoon of salt, and milk.

3. Heat the butter in another saucepan and
stir-fry the flour over a low flame to brown it
lightly. Now slowly add the soup and con-
tinue to cook (while stirring continuously to
prevent lumps from forming) until the soup
thickens. Add the lemon juice and offer to
Krsna hot.

A
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

Spiritual Civilization: Practical and to the Point

This is the conclusion of a conversation that
took place between His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and
some of his disciples at ISKCON's farming
village in New Vrindaban, West Virginia, on
June 24, 1976.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, this is our tradi-
tional system: to live simply, treat all the
Lord's creatures kindly, and then, at life’s
end, go back to the spiritual world. And
what is the modern rascals’ system? To
live lavishly, treat animals and unborn
babies cruelly, and then go to hell. Their
system is not practical for us. We cannot
follow their system.

But anyway, if you can maintain a per-
fect community based on simple living
and high thinking, that will be sufficient.
There is no need to canvass. People will
see gradually for themselves that this tra-
ditional way of life really is convenient,
most practical.

Now you have received this jewel:
spiritual, peaceful life. So utilize it prop-
erly. Make your life perfect. Brahmanda
bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva, guru-krsna-
prasade paya bhakti-lata bija: “After wan-
dering through many universes for many
lifetimes, the fortunate soul gets the mercy
of a bona fide spiritual master and of
Krsna—and the seed of the Lord’s eternal
devotional service.”

Now, we don't tell people, “Spiritual
civilization means that you starve—you
unnecessarily give trouble to your body.”
No. “Eat nicely. Live nicely. But live sim-
ply. so that you save time for advancingin
God consciousness.” That is our pro-
gram. And anyone can learn it if he at all
desires.

After all, even these modern rascals are
human beings, endowed with human in-
telligence. They can learn. So we'll go on
speaking the truth. But practicing it
personally—that is our main business.
Whether or not one of my students has a
propensity for preaching, let him preach
by the way he lives. Let his personal life be
perfect. Let him teach by his life.

The secret is to make the Lord the cen-
ter of all that you do. Become preoccupied
with Krsna. Then naturally you'll not be
preoccupied with your material body.
Lavish your affection upon Krsna. Then
you'll not lavish excessive affection upon

the material body, which is, after all, tem-
porary and not your real self.

Because people today are caught up in
this misconception that the material body
is the self, therefore they're misspending
so much time and effort and money. Isn't
that so? All on something thatcannotlast.
Why not transfer your love to your real,
spiritual self and to the Supreme Self—
make Him your beloved and enjoy life
with Him forever. That is our system of
civilization.

Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, you've said
that if you glorify Krsna, then your heart
will become glorious and you’ll feel
satisfied.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. This system of
civilization is not simply a fashion or a
whim. It is for our benefit. By seeing and
hearing Krsna glorified, you'll be satis-
fied. That is natural: You'll feel satisfied
because factually you are a spiritual
being, part and parcel of Krsna.

So show people how they can serve and
glorify the Lord in their everyday life.
Then they will be rid of the propensity,
“Let me go to the market and find some
nice new gadget or some nice new rag to
glorify myself.” Finished. Millions and
billions of people—Dby glorifying the Lord,
they’ll feel satisfied. This is our system of
civilization: everyone satisfied.

These animals who live with us on our
farms—even they are satisfied. They are
not afraid. If they are resting and some of

my students come near, they do not stir
and become fearful. They have come to
know. “These people love us. They'll not
harm us. We are safe. We are at home.”
Any animal, be he bird or beast, can be
taught this sense of safety and friendship.

Take these cows. They know all of you
aretheirfriends. Animals can understand
this. You can make friends even with lions
and tigers. Yes. I have seen it. At the
World’s Fair in New York, a man was
embracing a lion, and the lion was play-
ing with him the way a dog plays with his
master. I've seen it.

Disciple: Often you see that kind of thing
at the circus, as well—a man putting his
head in a lion’s mouth.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Disciple: If you haven't fed him, then it is
dangerous. But as long as you keep him
well fed, you can even put your head into
his mouth.

Srila Prabhupada: Naturally. Animal
means “living being, spiritual being.” not
some dead stone. So he can understand,
“This man is giving me food—he's my
friend.” The feeling of love, friendship—
everything is there, even in the animals.
Disciple: Everythingis there except God
consciousness.

Srila Prabhupada: Generally the soul can
come to God consciousness only in the
human form of life. Buteven in an animal
form he can become God conscious, by
associating with someone who is God
conscious.

Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, I thought
you'd once said love is impossible be-
tween humans and animals, because they
belong to different species.

Srila Prabhupada: Being in the same
species is very conducive to love. But love
is possible between any living entity and
any other—because every livingentityisa
spirit, part and parcel of God, the
Supreme Spirit.

So genuine love requires that we center
our love on God, on Krsna. That love can
make this world as blissful as Vrndavana,
as blissful as the spiritual world, where
the human beings love Krsna, the animals
love Krsna, the trees love Krsna, everyone
loves Krsna—where everyone loves every-
one, because Krsna is the central point.
That is the perfection of civilization, the
perfection of love. e
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Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the “cream of the Vedic literatures” of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purdna, or history, to explain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The origi-
nal Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: “The Status Quo”

CHAPTER FIFTEEN
Description of the Kingdom of God

In this installment of our continuing presentation of Stimad-Bha gavatam,
Lord Brahma, the first created being of the universe, describes the cursing of
two gatekeepers of Vaikuntha (the kingdom of God) by the Kumaras, the four
boy-sages.

PURPORT
(continued from Text 25)

Brahmaji confirms herewith that only persons who have developed the
desirable qualities can enter into the kingdom of God. In the Caitanya-
caritamrta, the devotee’s desirable qualities are described to be twenty-
six in number. They are stated as follows: He is very kind; he does not
quarrel with anyone; he accepts Krsna consciousness as the highest goal
of life; he is equal to everyone; no one can find fault in his character; he
is magnanimous, mild and always clean, internally and externally; he
does not profess to possess anything in this material world; he is a
benefactor to all living entities; he is peaceful and is a soul completely
surrendered to Krsna: he has no material desire to fulfill; he is meek and
humble, always steady, and has conquered the sensual activities; he does
not eat more than required to maintain body and soul together; he is
never mad after material identity; he is respectful to all others and does
not demand respect for himself; he is very grave, very compassionate
and very friendly; he is poetic; he is expert in all activities, and he is
silent in nonsense. Similarly, in Srimad-ﬂhﬁgﬂuatam, Third Canto,
Twenty-fifth Chapter, verse 21, the qualifications of a saintly person
are mentioned. It is said there that a saintly person eligible to enter into
the kingdom of God is very tolerant and very kind to all living entities.
He is not partial; he is kind both to human beings and to animals. He is
not such a fool that he will kill a goat Nirayana to feed a human
Nirdyana, or daridra-ndarayana. He is very kind to all living entities;
therefore he has no enemy. He is very peaceful. These are the qualities
of persons who are eligible to enter into the kingdom of God. That such a
person gradually becomes liberated and enters the kingdom of God is
canﬁr’med in Srimad-Bhdgavatam, Fifth Canto, Fifth Chapter, verse 2.
The Srimad-Bhagavatam, Second Canto, Third Chapter, verse 24, also
states that if a person does not cry or exhibit bodily changes
after chanting the holy name of God without offense, it is to be under-
stood that he is hardhearted and that therefore his heart does not change
even after he chants the holy name of God, Hare Krsna. These bodily
changes can take place due to ecstasy when we offenselessly chant the
holy names of God: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rama, Hare Rima, Rima Rima, Hare Hare.

It may be noted that there are ten offenses we should avoid. The first
offense is to decry persons who try in their lives to broadcast the glories
of the Lord. People must be educated in understanding the glories of the
Supreme; therefore the devotees who engage in preaching the glories of
the Lord are never to be decried. It is the greatest offense. Furthermore,
the holy name of Visnu is the most auspicious name, and His pastimes
are also nondifferent from the holy name of the Lord. There are many
foolish persons who say that one can chant Hare Krsna or chant the name
of Kali or Durga or Siva because they are all the same. If one thinks that

the holy name of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and the names and
activities of the demigods are on the same level, or if one accepts the holy
name of Visnu to be a material sound vibration, that is also an offense.
The third offense is to think of the spiritual master who spreads the glo-
ries of the Lord as an ordinary human being. The fourth offense is to
consider the Vedic literatures, such as the Puranas or other transcenden-
tally revealed scriptures, to be ordinary books of knowledge. The fifth
offense is to think that devotees have given artificial importance to the
holy name of God. The actual fact is that the Lord is nondifferent from
His name. The highest realization of spiritual value is to chant the holy
name of God, as prescribed for the age—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rima, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. The
sixth offense is to give some interpretation on the holy name of God. The
seventh offense is to act sinfully on the strength of chanting the holy
name of God. It is understood that one can be freed from all sinful reac-
tion simply by chanting the holy name of God, but if one thinks that he is
therefore at liberty to commit all kinds of sinful acts, that is a symptom
of offense. The eighth offense is to equate the chanting of Hare Krsna
with other spiritual activities, such as meditation, austerity, penance or
sacrifice. They cannot be equated at any level. The ninth offense is to
specifically glorify the importance of the holy name before persons who
have no interest. The tenth offense is to be attached to the misconception
of possessing something, or to accept the body as one’s self, while execut-
ing the process of spiritual cultivation.

When one is free from all ten of these offenses in chanting the holy
name of God, he develops the ecstatic bodily features called pulakasru.
Pulaka means “‘symptoms of happiness,” and asru means “tears in the
eyes.” The symptoms of happiness and tears in the eyes must appear in a
person who has chanted the holy name offenselessly. Here in this verse it
is stated that those who have actually developed the symptoms of happi-
ness and tears in the eyes by chanting the glories of the Lord are eligible
to enter the kingdom of God. In the Caitanya-caritamria it is said that if
one does not develop these symptoms while chanting Hare Krsna, it is to
be understood that he is still offensive. Caitanya-caritamrta suggests a
nice remedy in this connection. There it is said in verse 31, Chapter
Eight, of Adi-lila, that if anyone takes shelter of Lord Caitanya and just
chants the holy name of the Lord, Hare Krsna, he becomes freed from all
offenses.

TEXT 26
f&= ff~afagar=atmmanta: |
Y T FEAIRGIA TT-

ARHSH greiadt fRgvsy |I1RE N
tad visva-gurv-adhikrtar bhuvanaika-vandyari
divyam vicitra-vibudhagrya-vimana-socih

dpuh param mudam apiirvam upetya yoga-
mdyda-balena munayas tad atho vikuntham

tat—then; viSva-guru—by the teacher of the universe, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead; adhikrtam —predominated; bhuvana—of the
planets; eka—alone; vandyam—worthy to be worshiped; divyam—
spiritual; vicitra—highly decorated; vibudha-agrya—of the devotees
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422 grimad-Bhéga\'mam

[Canto 3, Ch. 15

(who are the best of the learned); vimana—of the airplanes; Socih—il-
luminated; apuh—attained; param—the highest: mudam—happiness;
apurvam—unprecedented; upetya—having attained; yoga-maya—by
spiritual potency; balena—by the influence; munayah—the sages; tat—
Vaikuntha; atho—that; vikuntham—Visnu.

TRANSLATION

Thus the great sages, Sanaka, Sanatana, Sanandana and Sanat-
kumira, upon reaching the above-mentioned Vaikuntha in the
spiritual world by dint of their mystic yoga performance, per-
ceived unprecedented happiness. They found that the spiritual sky
was illuminated by highly decorated airplanes piloted by the best
devotees of Vaikuntha and was predominated by the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.

PURPORT

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is one without a second. He is
above everyone. No one is equal to Him, nor is anyone greater than Him.
Therefore He is described here as visva-guru. He is the prime living en-
tity of the entire material and spiritual creation and is bhuvanaika-van-
dyam, the only worshipable personality in the three worlds. The
airplanes in the spiritual sky are self-illuminated and are piloted by great
devotees of the Lord. In other words, in the Vaikuntha planets there is no
scarcity of the things which are available in the material world; they are
available, but they are more valuable because they are spiritual and
therefore eternal and blissful. The sages felt an unprecedented happiness
because Vaikuntha was not predominated by an ordinary man. The
Vaikuntha planets are predominated by expansions of Krsna, who are
differently named as Madhusadana, Miadhava, Narayana, Pradyumna,
etc. These transcendental planets are worshipable because the Per-
sonality of Godhead personally rules them. It is said here that the sages
reached the transcendental spiritual sky by dint of their mystic power.
That is the perfection of the yoga system. The breathing exercises and
disciplines to keep health in proper order are not the ultimate goals of
Yoga perfection. The yoga system as generally understood is astariga-
Yoga, or siddhi, eightfold perfection in yoga. By dint of perfection in
Yoga one can become lighter than the lightest and heavier than the
heaviest; one can go wherever he likes and can achieve opulences as he
likes. There are eight such perfections. The rsis, the four Kumaras,
reached Vaikuntha by becoming lighter than the lightest and thus pass-
ing over the space of the material world. Modern mechanical space vehi-
cles are unsuccessful because they cannot go to the highest region of this
material creation, and they certainly cannot enter the spiritual sky. But
by perfection of the yoga system one not only can travel through ma-
terial space, but can surpass material space and enter the spiritual sky.
We learn this fact also from an incident concerning Durvasd Muni and
Maharaja Ambarisa. It is understood that in one year Durvisi Muni tra-
veled everywhere and went into the spiritual sky to meet the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Nariyana. By present standards, scientists
calculate that if one could travel at the speed of light, it would take forty
thousand years to reach the highest planet of this material world. But the
Yoga system can carry one without limitation or difficulty. The word
yogamaya is used in this verse. Yoga-maya-balena vikuntham. The
transcendental happiness exhibited in the spiritual world and all other
spiritual manifestations there are made possible by the influence of
Yogamaya, the internal potency of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

TEXT 27
qfSdieT g TeuT:
E= I B ICERRIEE qEAE |
a ‘ﬁl‘\ ﬂ ﬁ a-t
tasminn atitya munayah sad asajjamanah
kaksah samana-vayasav atha saptamayam

devav acaksata grhita-gadau parardhya-
keyira-kundala-kirita-vitarika-vesau
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tasmin—in that Vaikuntha: afitya—after passing through;
munayah—the great sages: saf—six;: asajjamanah—without being
much attracted; kaksah—walls; samana—equal; vayasau —age; atha—
thereafter; saptamayam—at the seventh gate; devau—two Vaikuntha
doormen; acaksata—saw: g_rhita—carrying; gadau—maces; para-
ardhya—most  valuable;  keyira—bracelets;  kundala—earrings:
kirita—helmets; vitarika—beautiful; vesau—garments.

TRANSLATION

After passing through the six entrances of Vaikuntha-puri, the
Lord’s residence, without feeling astonishment at all the decora-
tions, they saw at the seventh gate two shining beings of the same
age, armed with maces and adorned with most valuable jewelry,
earrings, diamonds, helmets, garments, ete.

PURPORT

The sages were so eager to see the Lord within Vaikuntha-puri that
they did not care to see the transcendental decorations of the six gates
which they passed by one after another. But at the seventh door they
found two doormen of the same age. The significance of the doormen’s
being of the same age is that in the Vaikuntha planets there is no old age,
so one cannot distinguish who is older than whom. The inhabitants of
Vaikuntha are decorated like the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Narayana, with sarikha, cakra, gada and padma (conch, wheel, club and
lotus).

TEXT 28
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matta-dvirepha-vanamalikaya nivitau
vinyastayasita-catustaya-bahu-madhye

vaktram bhruva kutilaya sphuta-nirgamabhyam
rakteksanena ca manag rabhasari dadhdnau

matta—intoxicated; dvi-repha—bees; vana-malikaya—with a gar-
land of fresh flowers: nivitau—hanging on the neck: vinyastaya—
placed around; asita—blue; catustaya—four; bahu—hands; madhye—
between: vaktram—face: bhruvda—with their eyebrows: hutilaya—
arched; sphuta—snorting: nirgamabhyam —breathing; rakta—reddish;
iksanena—with eyes; ca—and; mandk—somewhat; rabhasam—
agitated; dadhanau—glanced over.

TRANSLATION

The two doormen were garlanded with fresh flowers which at-
tracted intoxicated bees and which were placed around their necks
and between their four blue arms. From their arched eyebrows,
discontented nostrils and reddish eyes, they appeared somewhat
agitated.

PURPORT

Their garlands attracted swarms of bees because they were garlands of
fresh flowers. In the Vaikuntha world everything is fresh, new and tran-
scendental. The inhabitants of Vaikuntha have bodies of bluish color and
four hands like Narayana.

TEXT 29
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dvdry etayor nivivisur misator aprstvd
plrva yatha purata-vajra-kapatika yah
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sarvatra te ‘visamayd munayah sva-drstyda
ye saficaranty avihata vigatabhisarikah

dvari—in the door; etayoh—both doorkeepers; nivivisuh—entered:
misatoh—while seeing; aprstva—without asking: piarvah—as before;
yathd—as; purata—made of gold: vajra—and diamond: kapatikah—
the doors; yah—which: sarvatra—everywhere; te—they: avisa-
mayd—without any sense of discrimination: munayah—the great sages:
sva-drstya—out of their own will; ye—who: safcaranti—move:
avihatah—without being checked: vigata—without: abhisankah—

doubt.

TRANSLATION

The great sages, headed by Sanaka, had opened doors every-
where. They had no idea of “‘ours” and “‘theirs.” With open
minds, they entered the seventh door out of their own will, just as
they had passed through the six other doors, which were made of
gold and diamonds.

PURPORT

The great sages—namely, Sanaka, Sanatana, Sanandana and Sanat-
kumdra—although very old in years, maintained themselves eternally as
small children. They were not at all duplicitous, and they entered the
doors exactly as little children enter places without any idea of what it is
to trespass. That is a child’s nature. A child can enter any place, and no
one checks him. Indeed, a child is generally welcome in his attempts to
go places, but if it so happens that a child is checked from entering a
door, he naturally becomes very sorry and angry. That is the nature of a
child. In this case, the same thing happened. The childlike saintly per-
sonalities entered all the six doors of the palace, and no one checked
them; therefore when they attempted to enter the seventh door and were
forbidden by the doormen, who checked them with their sticks, they
naturally became very angry and sorrowful. An ordinary child would
ery, but because these were not ordinary children, they immediately
made preparations to punish the doormen, for the doormen had commit-
ted a great offense. Even to this day a saintly person is never checked
from entering anyone’s door in India.

TEXT 30
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tan viksya vdta-rasandams caturah kumaran
vrddhan dasardha-vayaso viditatma-tattvan

vetrena caskhalayatdm atad-arhanars tau
tejo vihasya bhagavat-pratikila-silau

tan—them; viksya—after seeing; vata-rasanan—naked; caturah—
four; kumaran—boys; vrddhan—aged: dasa-ardha—five years;
vayasah—appearing as of the age; vidita—had realized; atma-tattvan—
the truth of the self; wvetrena—with their staffs; ca—also;
askhalayatam—forbade; a-tat-arhanan—not deserving such from
them; tau—those two porters; tejah—glories; vihasya—disregarding
the etiquette; bhagavat-pratikila-silau—having a nature displeasing to
the Lord.

TRANSLATION

The four boy-sages, who had nothing to cover their bodies but
the atmosphere, looked only five years old, even though they were
the oldest of all living creatures and had realized the truth of the
self. But when the porters, who happened to possess a disposition
quite unpalatable to the Lord, saw the sages, they blocked their
way with their staffs, despising their glories, although the sages
did not deserve such treatment at their hands.

PURPORT

The four sages were the first-born sons of Brahma. Therefore all other
living entities, including Lord Siva, are born later and are therefore
younger than the four Kumaras. Although they looked like five-year-old
boys and traveled naked, the Kumaras were older than all other living
creatures and had realized the truth of the self. Such saints were not to
be forbidden to enter the kingdom of Vaikuntha, but by chance the door-
men objected to their entrance. This was not fitting. The Lord is always
anxious to serve sages like the Kumadras, but in spite of knowing this
fact, the doormen, astonishingly and outrageously, prohibited them from
entering.

TEXT 31
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tabhyam misatsv animisesu nisidhyamanah
svarhattama hy api hareh pratihara-pabhyam

ucuh suhrttama-didrksita-bhanga isat
kamanujena sahasa ta upaplutaksah

tabhyam—by those two porters; misatsu—while looking on:
animisesu—demigods living in Vaikuntha: nisidhyamanah—being for-
bidden; su-arhattamah—by far the fittest persons: hi api—although:
hareh—of Hari, the Supreme Personality of Godhead: pratihara-
pabhyam—by the two doorkeepers: #Zcuh—said: suhrt-tama—most
beloved: didrksita—eagerness to see: bharige—hindrance: isat—slight:
kama-anujena—by the younger brother of lust (anger): sahasda—sud-
denly; te—those great sages: upapluta—agitated: aksah—eyes.

TRANSLATION

When the Kumairas, although by far the fittest persons, were
thus forbidden entrance by the two chief doorkeepers of Sri Hari
while other divinities looked on, their eyes suddenly turned red
because of anger due to their great eagerness to see their most
beloved master, Sri Hari, the Personality of Godhead.

PURPORT

According to the Vedic system, a sannyasi, a person in the renounced
order of life, is dressed in saffron-colored garments. This sa ffron dress is
practically a passport for the mendicant and sannydsi to go anywhere.
The sannydsi’s duty is to enlighten people in Krsna consciousness. Those
in the renounced order of life have no other business but preaching the
glories and supremacy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Therefore the Vedic sociological conception is that a sannyasi should not
be restricted; he is allowed to go anywhere and everywhere he wants,
and he is not refused any gift he might demand from a householder. The
four Kumiras came to see the Supreme Personality of Godhead
Narayana. The word suhrttama, “best of all friends.” is important. As
Lord Krsna states in the Bhagavad-gita, He is the best friend of all living
entities. Suhrdam sarva-bhiitanam. No one can be a greater well-wishing
friend to any living entity than the Supreme Personality of Godhead. He
is so kindly disposed towards everyone that in spite of our completely
forgetting our relationship with the Supreme Lord, He comes Himself —
sometimes personally, as Lord Krsna appeared on this earth, and some-
times as His devotee, as did Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu—and sometimes
He sends His hona fide devotees to reclaim all the fallen souls. Therefore.
He is the greatest well-wishing friend of everyone, and the Kumaras
wanted to see Him. The doorkeepers should have known that the four
sages had no other business, and therefore to restrict them from entering
the palace was not apt.

In this verse it is figuratively stated that the younger brother of desire
suddenly appeared in person when the sages were forbidden to see their
most beloved Personality of Godhead. The younger brother of desire is
anger. If one’s desire is not fulfilled, the younger brother, anger, follows.
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Here we can mark that even great saintly persons like the Kumaras were
also angry, but they were not angry for their personal interests. They
were angry because they were forbidden to enter the palace to see the
Personality of Godhead. Therefore the theory that in the perfectional
stage one should not have anger is not supported in this verse. Anger will
continue even in the liberated stage. These four mendicant brothers, the
Kumaras, were considered liberated persons, but still they were angry
because they were restricted in their service to the Lord. The difference
between the anger of an ordinary person and that of a liberated person is
that an ordinary person becomes angry because his sense desires are not
being fulfilled, whereas a liberated person like the Kumaras becomes
angry when restricted in the discharge of duties for serving the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.

In the previous verse it has been clearly mentioned that the Kumaras
were liberated persons. Viditdatma-tattva means “‘one who understands
the truth of self-realization.”” One who does not understand the truth of
self-realization is called ignorant, but one who understands the self, the
Superself, their interrelation, and activities in self-realization is called
viditatma-tattva. Although the Kumaras were already liberated persons,
they nevertheless became angry. This point is very important. Becoming
liberated does not necessitate losing one’s sensual activities. Sense ac-
tivities continue even in the liberated stage. The difference is, however,
that sense activities in liberation are accepted only in connection with
Krsna consciousness, whereas sense activities in the conditioned stage are
enacted for personal sense gratification.

TEXT 32
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munaya tcuh
ko vam ihaitya bhagavat-paricaryayoccais
tad-dharmindm nivasatam visamah svabhavah
tasmin prasdnta-puruse gata-vigrahe van
ko vatmavat kuhakayoh parisarikaniyah

munayah—the great sages; dcuh—said; kah—who; vam—you two;
iha—in Vaikuntha; etya—having attained; bhagavat—of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead; paricaryaya—by the service; uccaih—having
been developed by past pious actions; tat-dharminam—of the devotees;
nivasatam—dwelling in Vaikuntha; visamah—discordant; sva-
bhavah—mentality; tasmin—in the Supreme Lord; prasdnta-puruse—
without anxieties; gata-vigrahe—without any enemy; vam—of you two;
kah—who; va—or; datma-vat—like yourselves; kuhakayoh—maintain-
ing duplicity; parisartkaniyah—not becoming trustworthy.

TRANSLATION

The sages said: Who are these two persons who have developed
such a discordant mentality even though they are posted in the ser-
vice of the Lord in the highest position and are expected to have
developed the same qualities as the Lord? How are these two per-
sons living in Vaikuntha? Where is the possibility of an enemy’s
coming into this kingdom of God? The Supreme Personality of
Godhead has no enemy. Who could be envious of Him? Probably
these two persons are imposters; therefore they suspect others to
be like themselves.

PURPORT

The difference between the inhabitants of a Vaikuntha planet and
those of a material planet is that in Vaikuntha all the residents engage in
the service of the Lord Himself and are equipped with all His good
qualities. It has been analyzed by great personalities that when a condi-
tioned soul is liberated and becomes a devotee, about seventy-nine per-
cent of all the good qualities of the Lord develop in his person. Therefore
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in the Vaikuntha world there is no question of enmity between the Lord
and the residents. Here in this material world the citizens may be inimi-
cal to the chief executives or heads of state, but in Vaikuntha there is no
such mentality. One is not allowed to enter Vaikuntha unless he has com-
pletely developed the good qualities. The basic principle of goodness is to
accept subordination to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The sages,
therefore, were surprised to see that the two doormen who checked them
from entering the palace were not exactly like the residents of
Vaikunthaloka. It may be said that a doorman’s duty is to determine who
should be allowed to enter the palace and who should not. But that is not
relevant in this matter because no one is allowed to enter the Vaikuntha
planets unless he has developed one hundred percent his mentality of de-
votional service to the Supreme Lord. No enemy of the Lord can enter
Vaikunthaloka. The Kumiras concluded that the only reason for the
doormen’s checking them was that the doormen themselves were
imposters.

TEXT 33
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na hy antarari bhagavatiha samasta-kuksav
atmanam datmani nabho nabhasiva dhirah

pasyanti yatra yuvayoh sura-liriginoh kim
vyutpaditam hy udara-bhedi bhayam yato 'sya

na—not; hi—because; antaram—distinction; bhagavati—in the
Supreme Personality of Godhead; iha—here; samasta-kuksau—every-
thing is within the abdomen; dtmanam—the living entity; datmani—in
the Supersoul; nabhah—the small quantity of air; nabhasi—within the
whole air; iva—as; dhirah—the learned; pasyanti—see; yatra—in
whom; yuvayoh—of you two; sura-linginoh—dressed like inhabitants
of Vaikuntha; kim—how; vyutpaditam—awakened, developed; hi—
certainly; udara-bhedi—distinction between the body and the soul;
bhayam—fearfulness; yatah—wherefrom; asya—of the Supreme Lord.

TRANSLATION

In the Vaikuntha world there is complete harmony between the
residents and the Supreme Personality of Godhead, just as there is
complete harmony within space between the big and the small
skies. Why then is there a seed of fear in this field of harmony?
These two persons are dressed like inhabitants of Vaikuntha, but
wherefrom can their disharmony come into existence?

PURPORT

Just as there are different departments in each state in this material
world —the civil department and the criminal department—so, in God’s
creation, there are two departments of existence. As in the material
world we find that the criminal department is far, far smaller than the
civil department, so this material world, which is considered the criminal
department, is one fourth of the entire creation of the Lord. All living
entities who are residents of the material universes are considered to be
more or less criminals because they do not wish to abide by the order of
the Lord or they are against the harmonious activities of God’s will. The
principle of creation is that the Supreme Lord, the Personality of God-
head, is by nature joyful, and He becomes many in order to enhance His
transcendental joy. The living entities like ourselves, being part and
parcel of the Supreme Lord, are meant to satisfy the senses of the Lord.
Thus, whenever there is a discrepancy in that harmony, immediately the
living entity is entrapped by mayd, or illusion.

The external energy of the Lord is called the material world, and the
kingdom of the internal energy of the Lord is called Vaikuntha, or the
kingdom of God. In the Vaikuntha world there is no disharmony between
the Lord and the residents. Therefore God’s creation in the Vaikuntha
world is perfect. There is no cause of fear. The entire kingdom of God is
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such a completely harmonious unit that there is no possibility of enmity.
Everything there is absolute. Just as there are many physiological con-
structions within the body yet they work in one order for the satisfaction
of the stomach, and just as in a machine there are hundreds and thou-
sands of parts yet they run in harmony to fulfill the function of the
machine, in the Vaikuntha planets the Lord is perfect, and the inhabi-
tants also perfectly engage in the service of the Lord.

The Mayavadi philosophers, the impersonalists, interpret this verse of
Srimad-Bhdgavatam to mean that the small sky and the big sky are one,
but this idea cannot stand. The example of the big sky and the small
skies is also applicable within a person’s body. The big sky is the body it-
self, and the intestines and other parts of the body occupy the small sky.
Each and every part of the body has individuality, even though occupy-
ing a small part of the total body. Similarly, the whole creation is the
body of the Supreme Lord, and we created beings, or anything that is
created, are but a small part of that body. The parts of the body are never
equal to the whole. This is never possible. In Bhagavad-gita it is said that
the living entities, who are parts and parcels of the Supreme Lord, are
eternally parts and parcels. According to the Mayavadi philosophers, the
living entity in illusion considers himself part and parcel although he is
actually one and the same as the supreme whole. This theory is not valid.
The oneness of the whole and the part is in their quality. The qualitative
oneness of the small and large portions of the sky does not imply that the
small sky becomes the big sky.

There is no cause for the politics of divide and rule in the Vaikuntha
planets; there is no fear, because of the united interests of the Lord and
the residents. Maya means disharmony between the living entities and
the Supreme Lord, and Vaikuntha means harmony between them. Ac-
tually all living entities are provided for and maintained by the Lord be-
cause He is the supreme living entity. But foolish creatures, although
actually under the control of the supreme living entity, defy His exis-
tence, and that state is called maya. Sometimes they deny that there is
such a being as God. They say, “Everything is void.” And sometimes
they deny Him in a different way: ‘“There may be a God, but He has no
form.” Both these conceptions arise from the rebellious condition of the
living entity. As long as this rehellious condition prevails, the material
world will continue in disharmony.

Harmony or disharmony is realized because of the law and order of a
particular place. Religion is the law and order of the Supreme Lord. In
the Srimad Bhagavad-gita we find that religion means devotional ser-
vice, or Krsna consciousness. Krgna says, “Give up all other religious
principles and simply become a soul surrendered unto Me.” This is
religion. When one is fully conscious that Krsna is the supreme enjoyer
and Supreme Lord and one acts accordingly, that is real religion. Any-
thing which goes against this principle is not religion. Krsna therefore
says: “‘Just give up all other religious principles.” In the spiritual world
this religious principle of Krsna consciousness is maintained in harmony,
and therefore that world is called Vaikuntha. If the same principles can
be adopted here, wholly or partially, then it is also Vaikuntha. So it is
with any society, such as the International Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness: If the members of the International Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness, putting faith in Krsna as the center, live in harmony according to
the order and principles of Bhagavad-gita, then they are living in
Vaikuntha, not in this material world.
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tad vam amugya paramasya vikuntha-bhartuh
kartum prakrstam iha dhimahi manda-dhibhyam
lokan ito vrajatam antara-bhava-drstya
pdapiyasas traya ime ripavo 'sya yatra

tat—therefore; vam—unto these two: amusya—of Him; para-
masya—the Supreme; vikuntha-bhartuh—the Lord of Vaikuntha; kar-
tum—to bestow; prakrstam—benefit; tha—in the matter of this offense;
dhimahi—let us consider; manda-dhibhyam—those whose intelligence
is not very nice; lokdn—to the material world; itak—from this place
(Vaikuntha) vrajatam—go; antara-bhava—duality; drstya—on ac-
count of seeing; papiyasash—sinful; trayah—three; ime—these;
ripavah—enemies; asya—of a living entity; yatra—where.

TRANSLATION

Therefore let us consider how these two contaminated persons
should be punished. The punishment should be apt, for thus
benefit can eventually be bestowed upon them. Since they find
duality in the existence of Vaikuntha life, they are contaminated
and should be removed from this place to the material world,
where the living entities have three kinds of enemies.

PURPORT

The reason why pure souls come into the existential circumstances of
the material world, which is considered to be the criminal department of
the Supreme Lord, is stated in Bhagavad-gita, Seventh Chapter,
verse 27. It is stated that as long as a living entity is pure, he is in com-
plete harmony with the desires of the Supreme Lord, but as soon as he
becomes impure he is in disharmony with the desires of the Lord. By
contamination he is forced to transfer to this material world, where the
living entities have three enemies, namely desire, anger and lust. These
three enemies force the living entities to continue material existence, and
when one is free from them he is eligible to enter the kingdom of God.
One should not, therefore, be angry in the absence of an opportunity for
sense’ gratification, and one should not be lusty to acquire more than
necessary. In this verse it is clearly stated that the two doormen should be
sent into the material world, where criminals are allowed to reside. Since
the basic principles of criminality are sense gratification, anger and un-
necessary lust, persons conducted by these three enemies of the living
entity are never promoted to Vaikunthaloka. People should learn
Bhagavad-gita and accept the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna,
as the Lord of everything; they should practice satisfying the senses of
the Supreme Lord instead of trying to satisfy their own senses. Training
in Krsna consciousness will help one be promoted to Vaikuntha.

TEXT 35
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tesam itiritam ubhav avadharya ghoram
tar brahma-dandam anivaranam astra-pigaih
sadyo harer anucarav uru bibhyatas tat-
pada-grahday apatatam atikdtarena

tesam—of the four Kumaras; iti—thus; iritam—uttered; ubhau—
both doorkeepers; avadhdrya—understanding; ghoram—terrible;
tam—that; brahma-dandam—curse of a brahmana; anivaranam—not
able to be counteracted; astra-pigaih—by any kind of weapon;
sadyah—at once; hareh—of the Supreme Lord; anucarau—devotees:
uru—very much; bibhyatah—became fearful; tat-pada-grahau—
grasping their feet; apatatam—fell down; ati-katarena—in great
anxiety.

TRANSLATION

When the doormen of Vaikunthaloka, who were certainly devo-
tees of the Lord, found that they were going to be cursed by the
brahmanas, they at once became very much afraid and fell down at
the feet of the brahmanas in great anxiety, for a brihmana’s curse
cannot be counteracted by any kind of weapon.

(continued in next issue)
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Columbus, Dl:i(.w—ﬁ';'g W. Bth Ave,, 43201/ (614) 421-1661 n, i Nanvariscet 6, 5000 Bergen/ (03‘ 2905 45 i
Dallas, T'f’m"'_)"' 30 Gurl“‘f Ave., .?53‘]‘3", ?Mi] ?2?;?33.0 Bru.uels, Belgium—49 rue Marché aux Poulers-1000 Bruxelles/ (02) 513 86 05/04
penyetColocadh gl il0ICheny St 204100 8 01 Copenhagen, Denmark—Govinda's, Soldalen 21, 2100 Copenhagen/, (01). 16-43-78
A ) B Diidingen, Switzerland—Im Stillen Tal, CH3186 Dadingen (FR)/ (037) 43-26.98
East Lansing, Michigan—501 Sunset Lane, 48823/ (517) 332-1823 Gothenburg, Sweden—Govinda's, Vistra Hamngatan 20, 41117 Gothenburg/ (031) 116166
Flushing, New York—51-14 Kissena Blvd.,, 11355/ (718) 961-4851 Grodinge, Sweden—Korsns Gard, 140 32 Grodinge/ 0753-29151
Fullerton, California—2011 E. Chapman Ave., 92631/ (714) 870-1156 Helinki 'Flnland—Gu\'m:hs Jaakirinkaru 10D, Helsinki 15/ (065) 0039
Gu_rabo. Puerto Bico—Rr. 181, Box 215-B, Bo. Sta. Rita, 00658/ LEO‘}] 737-5212 Heidell W. G 'uﬂumm Anlage 5, 6900 Heidelberg/ 06221-15101
Galnesville, Florida—=1417/1413 N. W. Ist. Aive,, 32601/ [304) 375-2864 Paris, France—Chateau d'Ermenonville, 60440 Nanteul le Haudouin, 60950/ (4) 454-0400
Hartford, Connecticut—1683 Main St, E. Hartford, 06108/ (203) 289-7251 Septon, Belgium—Chareau de Pertit Somme, Septon 5482/ 086-322480
Honolulu, Hawaii—31 Coelho Way, 96817/ (808) 595-3947 Stockholm, Sweden—Fridhemsgatan 22, 112 40 Stockholm/ 08-549002
Houston, exasli 0 WRaa OI0ALI) Glodks Strasbourg, France—2 ruc Sellenick, 67000 Srasbourg/ 16 (88) 25 50 33
Laguna Beach, California=285 Legion St 92651/ (714) 494-7019 = Vienna, Austria—Center for Vedic Studies, Am Lugeck 1-2, 1010 Wien/ (0222) 52.98-25
Long Island, New York—197 §. Ocean Ave, Freeporr, 11520/ (516) 378-6164 Ziirich, Switzerland—Bergstrasse 54, 8032 Zrich/ (01) 69-32-79
Los Angeles, California—3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ (213) 836-2676 FARM COMMUNITIES Lt ¥

Lutz, Florida—5507 Taylor Rd., 33549/ (813) 963-6434

Miami, Florida—1601 S. W. 20th St. (mail: P.O. Box 1813, 32790)
Mluml Beach, Flcnda—’-‘?‘h Collins Ave., 33140/ (305) 531-0331
Morg » West Virginia—322 Beverley Ave, 26505/ (304) 292-6715

New Orlenm\, Louisiana—2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ (504) 488-7433 Lugano, Switzerland—The Gokula Project, La Pampa, 6981 Sessa (Malcantone) T1/ (091) 73-25-73

New York, New York—305 Schermerhorn St., Brm:kh‘n 11217/ (718) 855-6714 = : .
New York, New York—46 Greenwich Ave, Manhattan 10011/ (212) 924-8083 Vale;g&}iﬁ;ff@m Mayapur)—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ (54) 40-26-88

Orlando, Florida—1926 Central Park Ave.,, 32807/ (305) 275-3282 Athens— 133 Solonos St/ 30-1-364-16186

e e e L Paris—Larbre 4 Souhaits, 15 Rue de Jour, 75001 Paris/ 233-27-69

St. Louis, Mnm_mn—li%l?{s I.in.lf:li Blvd., 63108/ (314) 535-8085 AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA

Bavarian Forest (Bayrisher Wald), W. Germany (Nava-Jivada-Nrsimha-Ksetra)—
(contact ISKCON Heidelberg)

Brihuega, Spain (New Vraja Mandala)—(Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara’ (11) 280018

Jirna, Sweden—Almviks Gird, 15300 Jirma/ (46) 755-52068

San Diego, California— 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach 92109/ (619) 483-2500
San Francisco, CA—PBhaktivedanta Institute & Fellowship, 84 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-8647
Seattle, Washington—3114 E. Pine St., 98122/ (206) 329-7011

State College, Pennsylvania—103 E. Hamilton Ave,, 16801/ (814) 234-1867 ¥ i e - - s
Tallahassee, Florida—1323 Nylic St. (mail: P.O. Box 20224, 32304)/ (904) 681.9258 B';’Ob""E V3 (0315 ?;gfggkg“d» Graceville, Queensland 4075 (mail: P.O. Box 649, Toowong, QLD.

;"P‘:‘:ia'ﬁa‘fs‘;:i _l:ﬂ:‘:il? :,:Egt"g“?r'lb?)n%‘%%;;f} 3:}?g|5)53!}%§}?n Cairns—69 Spence St., Caims, Queensland 4870 (mail: P.O. Box 5238, Cairns Mail Centre,

‘owaco, — (mail: P.O. Bos L 201)°2! 20! T

Washington, D.C.—10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ (301) 299-2100 QLD. 4870)/ (070) 516946 _ — e =
Melbourne—197 Danks St., Albert Park 3206 (mail: P.O. Box 125, Albert Park, Victoria)/ (03) 6995122

Washington, D,C.—2128 O St. N. W., 20037/ (202) 293-0825 SN Lt e e {
FARM COMMUNITIES Ntz;:zl; (Sj;rglné?l 180 Falcon St., N. Sydney, NS.W. 2060 (mail: G.P.O. 2766, Sydney 2001)/

Adelaide—69 Belair Rd., Kingswood, South Australia 5062 (mail: P.O. Box 235, Kingswood)/
(08) 2720488

Carricre, B (New Tal )—Route 2, Box 449, 39426/ (601) 798-8533 4 e - B : i A
Gainesville, Florida (New Ramana-rett)—Box 819, Alachua, Florida 32615/ (904) 462-9046 LAt o L e S LD L RO T iy P
Greenfield, Hlinois—Rt. 2, Box 27, 62044 (contact ISKCON St. Louis) et ? inohurst. NSW. 2010 (rmail: - : I
Gurabo, PrsrtoRice {Nt-w Govardhana Hill)—(contact ISKCON Gurabo) sy?(;lle]";f {I(}II-} E;;r_lrlgripél\zum Rd., Darlinghurst, N.S.W. 2010 (mail: P.O. Box 139, Kings Cross, N.S.W.
Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Goloka)—Rt. 6, Box 701, 27278/ (919) 732-6492 Al e
e i £ Lal e Mirdr Projec J = 7 o - -
Mulberry, T { ) i Project, Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359, Colo (Bhaktivedanta Ashram)—Lot 11, Upper Colo Rd., Central Colo, NS.W. (mail: P.O. Box 157,
(615) 759-7331 Windsor, N.S.W. 7?65}:" l@‘ﬁ] ?55."3“
New Vrindaban, W. Virginia—R.D). No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krsihna Ridge, 26041/ (304) 843-1600  Murwillumbah (N “Eungell,” Tyalgum Rd. via Murwillumbah, N.S.W. 2484 (mail: P.O.
Ninole, Hawaii (New Krgnaloka)—P.0O. Box 108, 96773/ (808) 595-3947 Box 687)/ l066] ?21903
Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gitd-nagari)—R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ (717) 527-4101 Ri a (New dadesh)—0Old Renmark Rd., via Wentworth, NS.W. 2648 (mail: P.O. Box 2446,
Three Rivers, CA (Bhaktivedanta Village) —44799 Dinely Dr,, 93271/ (209) 561-3302 Mildura, Vlctnm 3500)/ (050) 278226
RESTAURANTS RESTAURANTS
Dallas—Kalachandji's (ar ISKCON Dallis) Adelaide—Govinda's, 79 Hindley St., Adelaide, S.A. 5000/ (08) 515258
Detroit—Govinda’s (ar ISKCON Derroin)/ (313) 331-6740 Melbourne—Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ (03) 631578
Los Angeles—Govinda's, 9624 Venice Blvd,, Culver City, 90230/ (213) 836-1269 Sydney—Gopal's, 180 Falcon St., N. Sydney, NS.W. 2060/ (02) 926164
New Vrindaban—Palace of Gold Restaurant/ (304) 843-1233 (open May-Nov.) Sydney—Govinda's and Govinda's Take-away (both ar ISKCON Sydney)/ (075) 501642
St. Louis—Govinda's {ar ISKCON St. Louis)/ (314) 535-8085 Sydney—Hare Krsna Free Food Cenrre, 231 Victona St., King's Cross, NS.W. 2011/ (02) 3575162
San Diego—3102 University Ave., North Park 92104/ (619) 284-4817
San Francisco—Uovinda's, 86 Carl S, 94117/ (415) 753-9703 ANlﬁdeEAlJ%cNP :}ND F{‘rjl h Hurv 1B Riverhead (ne Huaral Golf C 3
San Juan, Puerto Rico—Govinda, Tetuan 153, Viejo San Juan 00903/ (809) 725-4885 o ew Zealand (New Varshan) =Huwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golf Course

[rn.ul RI) l Kumeu, Alul-:f'ln.!! (9) 4128075

EUROPE h, New Z d—83 Bealey Ave., (mail: P.O. Box 25-190 Chrisrcchurch)/ (3) 61965
12

. Lahw. Fiji—Delailabasa (mail: Box 133)/ 829
ENGLAND AND IRELAND. . y ’ s Lautoka, Fiji—5 Tavewn Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ 61-633, ext. 48
Belfast, Northern Ireland—18/19 Shaftesbury Square, Belfast, BT2 7DB/ 621757 : =g il: Box 12 143
: ra i Rakira, —Rewasa (mail: Box 129)/ 94243
Dublin, Ireland—14 Merrion Sqaure, Dublin 2 - 7 el
: = e 3 o Suva, Fiji—P.O. Box 6376, Nasinu/ 391-282
London, England (city)—10 Soho St, London W1/ (01) 437-3662 Welli New Zealand—2 Kensington St. (mail: P.O. Box 2753, Wellington)/ (4) 850876
London, England (country)—Bhaktivedanta Manor, Lecchmore Heath, Warford, RESTAURANT
Hertfordshire WD2 8EP/ (09276) 7244 Auckland, New Zealand—Gopal's, lst fl., Civic House, 291 Queen St/ (9) 34885
FARM COMMUNITIES Lautoka, Fiji—Gopal's, Cnr.—Y a Sr. & Naviti St/ 62990
Lake Island of Inish Rath—Lisnaskes, County Fermanagh, Northern Ireland/ 21512 Suva, Fiji—Cnr.—Pratt St. & Joske St. (opp. Reserve Bank)/ 314154
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Krishna Consciousness

ND THE W/

C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

AFRICA

Abeokuta, Nigeria—Ibadan Rd., Obantoko, behind NET (mail: P.O. Box 5177)
Abidjan, Ivory Coast—01 BP 8366, Abidjan
Accra, Ghana—3581 Blk. 20, Odokor, Official Town (mail: P.O. Box 01568, Osu)
Buea, Cameroon—Southwest Province (mail: ¢/o Yuh Laban Nkesah, P and T, VHS)
Durban (Natal), S. Africa—P.0O. Box 56003, Chatsworth, 4030/ (31) 435-815
Freetown, Sierra Leone—13 Bright St., Brookfields (mail: P.O. Box 812, Freetown)
Johannesburg, South Africa—"Misty Hills,” Plot 69, Reitfontein Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 723,
Muldersdrife (Tvl), 1747)7 (11) 666-2716
Kitwe, Zambia—3121 Gandi Close, Buyantnshi/ 214-164
Mauritius—White House, Celicourt Antelme St., Quatre Bornes (mail: P.O. Box 108,
Quatre Bornes, Mauritius)/ 46804
Mombasa, Kenya—Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.O. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ 312248
Nkawkaw, Ghana—P.0. Box 69, Nkawkaw
Nairobi, Kenya—Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 28946, Nairobi)/ 744365
Takoradi, Ghana—64 Windy Ridge (mail: P.O. Box 328)
FARM COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm)—Beau Bois, Bon Acceuil
RESTAURANT
Mauritius—Govinda’s, 78, St. Jean Rd., Quatre Bomnes/ 42409
NIGERIA

Benin City, Nigeria—Karo Estate Rd., off Upper Mission Rd., (mail: P.O. Box 3681)
Ibadan, Nigeria—Ohba Akintoba St., opp. Unlb'ld:m lnﬂll P.O. Box 9996 U.L)
Lagos, Nigeria—No. 2 Murtala Moh ional Airport Exp y, Mafaluku
(mail: P.O. Box 8793, Lagos)
Port Harcourt, Nigeria—2 Eligham Rd. (coner of Obana Obhan St.), G.RA. 1
(mail: P.O. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)

Warri, Nigerin—1 Ogunu St., Bendel Housing Estate, Ughorikoro (P.O. Box 1922, Warri)/ 053-230-262

ASIA
INDIA

Agartala, Tripura—Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799001

Ahmahabad, Gujarat—7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ 449935

Bamanbore, Gujarat—N.H. 8-B, Surendranagar (city office: 32 Ananta Magar, Kalavad Rd.,
Rajkar 360 003)

Bangalore, Karnataka—210, Bellary Road, Sadashiva Nagar, 560 080/ 361 539

Baroda, Gujarat—18, Sujata Society, Gorri Rd,, 390 015/ 66499

Bhubaneswar, Orissa—National Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/ 53125

Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ 626-860

Calcutta, W. Bengal—3 Albert Rd., 700 017/ 443757

Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ 44634

Belo Horizonte, MG—Av. Genilio Vargas, 167, Funciondrios/ (031) 223-2776
Brasilia, DF— (contact ISKCON Goiania)
Caxias do Sul, RS—Av. Julio de Castilhos, 1095
Campo Grande, MS—R. Brigadeiro Tobias, 825 Bloco 8, Apt 417
Curitiba, PR—Av. 7 de Setembro, 1594, Alto da Rua 15/ (041) 264-6634
Florianopolis, SC—R. Duarte Schutel, 61 Centro
Fortaleza, CE—Rua José Lourenco, 2114, Aldeom
Goiania, GO—Rua 111, no. 32, Semro Sul/ (062) 241-7492
Manaus, AM—Rua dos Andradas, 465, Centro
Pindamonhangaba, SP—Av. Cel. Fernando Prestes, 405
Porto Alegre, RS—Rua Tomas Flores, 331, Bonfim
Recife, PE—Rua Maria Digna Carneiro, 6960, Candeias, Jaboatao
Ribeirio Preto, SP—Rua Cerqueira Cesar, 480, Centra
Rio de Janeiro, RJ—Ladeira da Gléria 98, Gloria/ (021) 285-5643
Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adomo, 17, Broms/ (071) 244-1072
Santos, SP—Rua Antonio Benmo, 92
Sio Paulo, SP—Rua Bom Pastor, 798, Ipirainga (mail: C.P. 4855/ 63-1674
Vitoria, ES—Rua Chafic Murad, 218, Praia do Sod
FARM COMMUNITIES
Pindamonhagaba, SP (New Gukula]—Fhmn Riberimo Grande (mail: C.P. 108)

T i (Vrajabhumi)—Caixa Postal, 68 Alto Terespolis/ (021) 742-3011
Vrajabhumi— (conmct ISKCON Rio)
MEXICO

Guadalajara—Morelos No. 1514, Secror Hildago, Jalisco/ 26-12-78
Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miquel Chapultepec, Mexico, D.F. 18/ (905) 271-0132

Mexico City—Govinda's Cultural Center, Insurgentes Sur 2384-1, Mexico City 01000 D.E/ 548-9323

Monterrey—Zaragoza 1007, nte. Zona centro, 74-69-76
Vera Cruz—Calle 3, Carebelas No. 784, Fraccionamienito Reforma/ 50759
FARM COMMUNITY
Tulancingo, Hidalgo (Nueva Gauda-Mandala Bhami)—(contact ISKCON Mexico Ciry)

PERU

Arequipa—]erusalem 401/ 229523
Cuzeo—San Juan de Dios 285 Alwos/ 222353
Chosica—Parque Echenique 122
Huancayo— (conmct ISKCON Lima)
Lima—Avenida San Martin 135, Barmanco/ 670405
Lima, Peru—lJiron Junin No. 415/ 289491
Trujillo—Bolivar 738

FARM COMMUNITY
Asociacion Krishna—Correo De Bella Vista, DPTO, De San Martin

RESTAURANTS

Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), W. Bengal—Thakur Haridas Sripathari Sevash
P.S. Bongaon, Dist. 24 Pargonas

Darjeeling, W. Bengal—P.O. Gialpara, Siligiri-Pin, 734401

Gauhati, Assam—Post Bag No. 127, 781 001

Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ 51018

lmphnl Manipur—Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001

K la, Andhra Pradesh—7-1-919, Vishnupriya, (behind boat club), 533 003/ 5961

Madras, Tamil Nadu—232 Kilpauk Garden Rd., Madras 600 010/ 662286

Mayapur, W. Bengal—Shree Mayipur Chnndmdiwil Mandir, P.O. Shree Mayapur Dham (Dist. Nadia)

Moirang, Manipur—Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd
Nagpur, Maharashtra—70, Hill Road, Ramnagar, 440010/ 33513
New Delhi—M-119 Greater Kailash 1, 110 048/ 6412058

Pandharpur, Maharashtra—Hare Hrsna Asrama, across Chandrabhaga River, Dist. Sholapur, 413304

Patna, Bihar—Rajendra Nagar Rond No. 12, 800 016/ 50765

Peta-Kakni, Andhra Pradesh—Guntur District

Pune, Maharashtra—4 Tarapoor Rd.

Silchar, Assam—Ambikapatti, Silichar— 788004, Cachar District

Surat, Gujarat—Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, Surar, 395005/ 84215

Tirupati, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Hare Krishna Raod, Vinayaka Nagar, 517501/ 2285
Trivandrum, Kerala—T.C. 24/1485, WC Hospiml Rd., Thycaud, 695 014/ 68197

Vrindavan, U.P,—Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathura/ 178

OTHER COUNTRIES
Bali, Indonesia—Jalan Sagamona 17, Renon, Denpasar
Bangkok, Thailand—No. 6 Soi 45 Sukumuir Rd.” 258-7290

Chittagong, Bangladesh—Caitanya Cultural Society, Sri Pundarik Dham, Mekhala, Hathazari/ 108

(city office and mail: 23 Nandan Kanan, Chittagong/ 20-2219)
Colombo, Sri Lanka— 88 New Cherty St., Colomba 13/ 33325
Hong Kong—5 Homantin St., Flat 23, Kowloon/ 3-7122630
Jakarta, Indonesia—Yayas: an Krsna Indonesia, JL.
Kathmandu, Nepal—Sri Kunj Kamaladi/ 2-16368

Kamboja 10-1

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia—Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,

Pewling/ 730172

Manila, Philippines—170 R. Fernandez, San Juan, Metro Manila/

Taipei, Taiwan—(mail: ¢/o ISKCON Hong Kong)

Tel Aviv, Israel—F.0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480

Tokyo, Japan—2-41-12 [zumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo T1687 (3) 327-1541
FARM COMMUNITY

Cebu, Philippines (Hare Krsna Paradise)
RESTAURANT

Cebu, Philippines—Govinda's, 26 Sanchiangko St.

LATIN AMERICA
BRAZIL

Belem, PA—Av. Gentil Bitencourt, Passagem MacDowell, 96 (entre Dr. Morais ¢ Benj.

707410

Constant)

P.O. Chhaygharia

2, Tomang Raya/ 599 301

—231 Pagsabungan Rd., Basak, Mandaue Ciry/ 83254

Arequipa—(at ISKCON Arequipa)

C.'llmu:a—(:r ISKCON Chaosica)

Cuzco—Calle Espideros 128 (near Plaza de Arma)
Lima—Av. Grau 137, Barmanco

Lima—Auv. Schell 634, Miraflores

OTHER COUNTRIES

Bogota, Colombia—Carrera 44A, No 22D-his-57/ 269-3118

Buenos Aires, Argentina—Centro Bhaktivedant, Andonaegui 2054, (1431) Buenos Aires

Cali, Colombia—Avenida 9 Norre, 17-33/ 621688

Caracas, Venezuela—1° Trans. de Bello Monte, Quinta #8, El Recren/ (2) 710760

Christ Church, Barbados—31 Goodland Park/ (809) 42-84209

Cochabamba, Bolivia—P.0. Box 3988/ 46441

Concepeidn, Chili—Nro. 20-A de Concepcion/ 23150

Cérdoba, Argentina—Montevideo 950, Paso de los Andes/ (051) 262229

Crabwood Creek, Guyana—Grant 1803, Sec. D, Corentyne, Berhice

Cuenca, ECDﬂdOI‘—P]L Pnn.'lrl‘h'lmh'l & Gral. Veintimilla Barrio-las-Chirimollas/ (07) 82-93-

Apartado Postal 1534, Cuided de Guatemala

Gmrueloun, Guyana—24 Uirvlugr Front, West Coast Demerara

Guayaquil, Ecuador—Velez 1915 (between Carchi & Tulcan)/ 36-16-47

La Paz, Bolivia—Calle 16 Obrajes 460, (mail: P.O. Box 10278)/ 783556

Medellin, Colombia—Calle 56 (Bolivia), Parque de Bolivar

Montevideo, Uruguay—Pablo de Maria 1427

Panama, Republic of Panama—Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA No. 10
(mail: P.O. Box 6-19-54, Panama)/ 681070

Quito, Ecuador—Carron 641 Amazones’ 520466

Rosario, Argentina—Centro Bhakrivedant, Corrientes 925, Rosario 2000

San Jose, Costa Rica— 100 murs. sureste de aptos. Torre Blanca, Urbanizacién Carmiol, Montes
de Oca, Casa No. 49 (mail: P.O. Box 166, Paseo Estudiantes, Z-1002)

San Salvador, El Salvad Avenida U ia 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Americana, San Salvador (mail: P.O. Box 1506)/ 25-96-17

Santiago, Chll{'—Mﬂ‘lutl (..lr\"\llu 7 f' Nunoa/ 392734

Santo Domi ic—Calle Cayetano Rodriquez No. 254

Trinidad and Tobagu‘ West Indies—Pr: abhupada Ave., Longdenville, Chaguanas

FARM COMMUNITIES

Guayaquil, Ecudaor (Nuevo Nilacala)— (contact ISKCON Guayaquil)

Guyana—Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice

San Salvador, El Salvador—Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitin,
Dpto. de La Libertad

RESTAURANTS

Cuenca, Ecuador—Govinda's, Annexo Hotel, Crespo

Guayaquil, Ecuador—Govinda's (contact ISKCON Guayaquil)

Guatemala, Guatemala—Callejor Santander a una cuadra abajo de Guatel. Panajachel Solol

San Salvador, El Salvador—25 Avenida Norte 1132

Santiago, Chili—Govinda's (contact ISKCON Santiago)
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For Your Information

RESOURCES

Enjoy the writings of Satsvariipa dasa Go-
swami, the author of a six-volume biography
of Srila Prabhupada. He continues to pro-
duce essays, poems, and other writings for
everyone interested in Krsna consciousness.
For a list of publications, write The Gita-
nagari Press, P.O. Box 149, Line Lexington,
PA 18932.

Listen to transcendental dramatic narrations
of stories about avataras and saints, recorded
by Amala-bhakta dasa with musical accom-
paniment, on audio cassette—an excellent
way to develop spiritual awareness while
walking, working, housekeeping, exercising,
or just relaxing. For a free catalog, write to
Krishna Productions, 3305 Cardiff Ave., Los
Angeles, CA 90034, or call (213) 838-4474.

‘At present, it seems the more ‘educated’ one
becomes, the less he believesin God, in God’s
law, and in the next life. . . . Thus modern
education prepares men to become animals.
If there is no education to teach a human
being whether or not he is this body, he re-
mains no better than an ass.” Read the com-
plete compilation of Srila Prabhupada’s words
on gurukula, the Krsna conscious educational
system. Srila Prabhupada on Gurukula is
available from the ISKCON Ministry of Edu-
cation, P.O. Box 11093, Dallas, TX 75223.
$3.50 plus $1 postage; $2 overseas postage.

Own a full set of Srila Prabhupada’s books.
Now you can have a full library of the Vedic
classics in your home. Translated and ex-
plained by the world’s foremost scholar and
devotee, these books open up new realms of
spiritual life. Each book is a deluxe, beauti-
fully illustrated hardbound volume. And now
we make it far easier for you than ever before
to get a full set of Srila Prabhupada’s books.
For details, check with the Hare Krsna center
nearest you.

Tired of media sterotypes of the Hare Krsna
movement? Want to understand who the Hare
Krsna people really are and what they’re
about? Then read Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna:
Five Distinguished Scholars on the Krishna
Movement in the West, a collection of inter-
views with Harvey Cox, Larry Shinn, Thomas
Hopkins, A. L. Basham, and Srivatsa Goswami
conducted by the book’s editor, Steven J.
Gelberg, the Hare Krsna movement's director
for interreligious affairs. Together, these dia-
logues shed much light on relevant historical,
sociological, psychological, and theological
issues surrounding the movement. This book
will help you understand the logic and appeal
of the Hare Krsna movement.
276 pages, softbound.
Order from a bookstore or check the gift
shop of the Hare Krsna center nearest you.

If you’re a scientific person, apply your mind
to the science of self-realization. Read Mech-
anistic and Nonmechanistic Science, an inves-
tigation into the nature of consciousness and
form, by Richard L. Thompson.

In this book, Dr. Thompson shows how
physics breaks down when it tries to deal with
consciousness. He examines how biology runs
in circles when it tries to account for complex
forms of life. For scientists seeking a unified
view of the world, he suggests looking beyond
theories that boil everything down to imper-
sonal arrangements of numbers. And he gives
some revolutionary ideas of what science has
yet to find. Includes rigorous technical sec-
tions you can read if they’re for you, or skip
over without hindrance if they’re not.

245 pages, softbound.

For your copy, check with the gift store at
the Hare Krsna center nearest you.

Note to Subscribers. Planning to move? Let
us know when and where so we can keep your
BACK TO GODHEAD coming without a break.
Write Circulation Dept., P.O. Box 133, Line
Lexington, PA 18932-0133/ (215) 822-0787.
Please send a recent mailing label or invoice.

FESTIVALS & CALENDAR

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritual
calendar that divides the year into twelve
months, each named for a different form of
Krsna. The devotees at the Hare Krsna center
nearest you will gladly tell you more about
the meaning of the festivals listed here.

Month of Madhava
(January 16-February 13)

February 3—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Raghunatha dasa Gosvami, one of the six
Gosvamis of Vrndavana, direct followers of
Lord Caitanya. Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, a
Vaisnava dcarya and author who appeared in
the seventeenth century. Appearance anni-
versary of Srimati Visnupriya-devi, consort
of Lord Caitanya.

February 5—Appearance anniversary of St
Advaita Acarya, an incarnation of Krsna's
expansion Maha-Visnu and a close associate
of Lord Caitanya. Fasting till noon, followed
by feasting.

February 7—Disappearance anniversary of
Sripada Madhvacarya, a famous Vaisnava
philosopher and spiritual master who ap-
peared in the thirteenth century.

February 8—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Ramanujacarya, a famous eleventh-
century philosopher and spiritual master.

February 9—Bhaimi Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans. (Fasting for appearance of
Lord Varaha.)

February 10—Appearance anniversary of
Lord Varaha, Lord Krsna's boar incarnation.

February 11—Appearance anniversary of
Lord Nityananda Prabhu, a close associate
of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu and an incar-
nation of Lord Krsna's elder brother, Lord
Balarama.

February 13—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Narottama dasa Thakura, the famous
spiritual master who composed many devo-
tional songs in Bengali and who is part of
the disciplic line from Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

Month of Govinda
(February 14-March 15)

February 18—Appearance anniversary of Ori
Visnupada Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sara-
svati Gosvami, the spiritual master of His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada. Fasting till noon, followed by
feasting.

February 24—Vijaya Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

February 25—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila I$vara Puri Gosvami, the spiritual mas-
ter of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

February 27—Sri Siva-ratri (appearance an-
niversary of Lord Siva).

February 28—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Jagannatha dasa Babaji, the great devo-
tee in the disciplic line from Lord Caitanya
who confirmed Srila Bhaktivinoda Tha-
kura's discovery of Lord Caitanya’s birth-
place.

March 11—Amardaki Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

March 12—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Madhavendra Puri, the spiritual master
of the spiritual master of Lord Caitanya.

March 15—Sri Gaura-parnima, appearance
anniversary of Lord Sri Krsna Caitanya
Mahdprabhu, who is Krsna Himself in the
role of His own devotee. He appeared in Ben-
gal, India, five hundred years ago and taught
love of Godhead through the chanting of the
Hare Krsna mantra. Devotees throughout the
world join together for ISKCON's annual
three-week pilgrimage to Mayapur, Lord
Caitanya’s birthsite, and Vrndavana, where
Lord Krsna enacted His childhood pastimes.
Fasting till moonrise, followed by feasting.
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Detall frorn the cover pamtmg of the new Indonesian Bhagavad-gita As It Is

Jakarta, Indonesia—Srila Prabhupada’s
Bhagavad-gita As It Is was recently pub-
lished here in Indonesian, the language
spoken by 150 million Indonesians and
30 million Malayans. The publicationis a
triumph for the devotees who have worked
diligently to spread Krsna consciousness
in Indonesia despite severe opposition
from the government. Although Srila
Prabhupada’s books have been banned

Bhagavad-gita As It Is for 180 Million
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here, the devotees have taken great risk to
assure that the books are available to the
thousands who are eager to hear about
Krsna consciousness.

Gaura Mandala Bhami dasa, the leader
of the devotees here, translated the book
into Indonesian, supervised its production,
set up a press, and oversaw the printing.
After the successful publication of the Gita,
Gaura Mandala Bhumi was deported.

Children’s Padayatra in the Catskill Mountains

Lake Huntington, New York—Eighty-five
elementary schoolchildren and forty
adults recently took part in a historic
six-mile padayatra (walking pilgrimage)
here. The procession included an ox
cart, Deities of Lord Caitanya and Lord
Nityananda, distribution of prasadam
(sanctified food), and exuberant chant-
ing of Krsna’s holy names.

ISKCON elementary schoolteacher
Krsna Kumari-devi dasi described the
event: “Lake Huntington is a small
town—a post office, a bar, and a gas sta-
tion. On a normal drive through, you

might see one or two residents. Hoping
the locals would be out, we began at
10 AM. Before we'd gone half a mile,
we’d seen more neighbors than we knew
we had. Even ladies in curlers and bath-
robes were running out of their homes,
smiling to see us. It was the sound of the
kirtana thatbrought them. The chanting
was melodious and fervent.

“As we approached the town, where
the houses were close together, a group
of the children began running from
house to house with Back to Godhead
magazines and small bags of prasadam.

No need to ring doorbells today—every-
one was already at their door or on their
porch or lawn. From the lakeside cot-
tages entire families came pouring to-
ward the road. As we turned onto the
main street, people were lined up wait-
ing for us.

“On the eastern side of the lake are a
couple of senior citizen communities.
As we approached, the residents came
out—caning, wheelchairing, leaning on
the arms of the nurses. They waved and
smiled. Some of them even cried and
hugged us.

“Soon our ranks had swelled with
many neighbors who put their children
on the ox cart and walked along with us.
When we got back to the farm, everyone
enjoyed a big feast.”

The Lake Huntington padayatra was
modeled after ISKCON's Indian pada-
yatra, which has been traveling through-
out India for the past two years and will
eventually travel to Europe and America.

Govinda’s Canteen

Opens in Madras

Madras, India—Devotees here recently
opened a vegetarian cafeteria on the cam-
pus of D. G. Vaishnava College. Mr. P.
Haridas, managing trustee of the exclu-
sive Vaisnava college, invited the devotees
to take up the management of the cafe-
teria, which supplies daily meals to the
school’s two thousand students.

The cafeteria, known as Govinda's
Canteen, received a favorable review from
the Madras daily newspaper The Hindu:
“The place strikes any visitor by its clean-
liness. ... And what is more, melodious
strains pour into the hall from the speak-
ers, as classical music and special bha-
jans and kirtans on Krishna are played
constantly.”

The students appreciate the delicious
food, which is prepared for and offered to
Lord Krsna before being served. The food
is not only free of all meat, fish, or eggs,
but in accordance with Vaisnava regula-
tions, italso contains no mushrooms, gar-
lic, or onions.

Mr. Haridas, a strict vegetarian and fol-
lower of Sri Vallabhacarya, offered
ISKCON the cafeteria with a view toward
inspiring students in spiritual goals.Ina
corner of the large hall, the books of His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada are available in
English and Tamil.
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Transcendental Comment

AN EYE
FOR A NOSE

by Sita-devi dasi

% ‘ ‘ ) hat if scientists could dis-

tinguish scents with their eyes?”
queries a recent report in one popular
magazine. Researchers, the article goes
on to explain, are trying to do just that. By
usingelectrical and chemical sensors that
mimick the action of our olfactory nerves,
scientists may be able to “see” a scent by
its chemical configuration.

Upon readingthis, I immediately recalled
the ancient prayers of Lord Brahma. Lord
Brahma is the creator-engineer of our
particular universe, and the Brahma-
santhita is his collection of verses in praise
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Krsna. One verse explains thateach of the
senses of the transcendental body of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead pos-
sesses “the full-fledged functions of all the
organs.” In other words, the supreme
scientist, Krsna, can smell with His eyes
or taste with His eyes or do anything with
any of His senses without any limitation
or restriction.

Naturally, we try to imitate that Su-
preme Person. We want to experience life
perfectly and fully. We long for unlimited
sensual prowess, strength, and beauty, and
for various powers and abilities. Frus-
trated by our fettered existence, we are
titillated and challenged by the prospects
of increased freedom. If we can learn to
smell with our eyes, the article concludes,
this development could “revolutionize
such industries as wine, perfume, and
entertainment.”

Whether or not scientists will succeed
in this endeavor is of little consequence,
since our senses will remain limited—
even if we can smell with our eyes. One
wonders if our erudite scientists will ever
learn to see past their noses, so to speak.
Unlimited sensory freedom will be real-
ized only when we turn from the limited
activities of sense gratification to the un-
limited activities of devotional service.

God has designed our bodies and
senses, limited as they are, to be used in
His service. We can use our eyes for be-
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holding the form of the Lord, our ears for
hearing topics of self-realization, and our
tongue for praising God and His activities.
Though our senses are at present limited,
Lord Krsna is offering us the chance to
engage in the pure spiritual activity of
devotional service, an opportunity with
unlimited potential.
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COUCH FEVER

by Mathure$a dasa

newsletter from the Blue Cross
Medical Association warning of a
deadly new disease called couch fever
prompts me to draw some rough parallels
between physical and spiritual health.
Doctors reported a near epidemic of
couch fever during the holiday season last
year. In one severe case a forty-year-old
man with no previous health problems
woke up on New Year’s Day, plopped
himself down on the sofa in front of his
TV, watched three consecutive football
games, then went to bed for the night. He
was soon in the hospital with a blood clot
in his lung, a condition doctors attributed

to his more than forty hours of inertia.

You're right, couch fever isn't all that
new; it’s at least as old as television.

It’s also a fictitious disease, Blue Cross
reveals, a creation of concerned health
experts who want to make a serious point:
Prolonged inactivity can cause critical
health problems.

Oddly enough, sports fans are par-
ticularly susceptible. Watching athletes
chase balls across field and court tends to
transform TV spectators into most un-
athletic worms. Captivated sports buffs
lie half-buried in couch or recliner, in-
gesting whatever snacks are close at hand,
squirming a bit with each good play.

Not everyone falls for this television
catatonia, of course. Not professional
athletes, who make a living from physical
skill and exertion. Not the millions of
health conscious persons for whom jog-
ging is a chosen preoccupation.

But even intense physical activity is a
kind of catatonia if we forget that our
physical bodies are but temporary vehicles
foroureternal, spiritual selves. Just as you
don’t get much exercise driving your car
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OBSERVER

ary on the Issues of the Day

around town, so the self, or soul, remains
inactive while driving the body.

We are but witnesses, observing the
body’s physical movements through our
senses of sight, smell, touch, taste, and
hearing, much as the couch-bound sports
fan observes his favorite team on a televi-
sion screen. The soul is even less active
than television viewers or automobile
drivers, who can at least press a remote-
control button or turn a steering wheel.
Between our will to bodily action and the
actions themselves, the material nature,
working under the supervision of the
Supreme Lord, stands as the insupera-
ble intermediary.

The Gita explains: “The spirit soul be-
wildered by the influence of false ego
thinks himself the doer of activities that
are in actuality carried out by the three
modes of material nature.”

Falsely identifying with our bodies, we
fail to understand that, aside from willing
or desiring, our spiritual selves do noth-
ing at all in the material arena.

How do we put an end to this spiritual
inactivity? By using our bodies and minds
to serve Krsna, the Supreme Person. Or
even by desiring to doso. Using our senses
to please Krsna's senses is called bhakti-
yoga, or devotional service.

From a material perspective, yes, the
bhakti-yogr still does nothing at all. But
employing the senses in Krsna's service
gradually awakens and activates the soul’s
transcendental body. Furthermore, Lord
Krsna appreciates the spiritual senti-
ments, not merely the physical efforts, of
His servants, and He readily extends His
own spiritual senses to reciprocate with
us. Even the slightest attempt at devotional
service is spiritual activity and is bound to
improve our spiritual health.

Just how slight an attempt? The doctors
and advisers at Blue Cross inspire
another parallel.

Dr. Thomas Farrell, an ophthalmolo-
gist, suggests that to prevent your corneas
from drying out during TV stupors, don’t
forget to blink every couple of seconds.

Dr. William R. Francis, an orthopedist,
says you can avoid back problems by
standing up during commercials.

And Dr. Edward J. Resnick advises that

to stimulate your circulation and thus
avoid blood clots—you should at least
take off your shoes and wiggle your toes!

Well, it just so happens that a start in
bhakti-yoga is as easy as wiggling your
toes. Lord Caitanya, the father of the
Krsna consciousness movement, simply
asked everyone to chant the holy names
of God. And Lord Caitanya’s followers
have published many provocative books
on the science of spiritual health.

So the next time you get a minute’s
break from life’s cathode tube, why not
chant and turn a few pages. Then if the
spirit moves you, try skipping a Sunday
game or two so you can drop by your local
Hare Krsna health center.

LONGING
FOR LONGEVITY

by Nagaraja dasa

Respected members of the scientific
community are now coming right
out and saying what we thought was on
their minds all along: Science can make
us immortal. Gerald J. Sussman, a pro-
fessor at MIT, says, “Everyone would like

to be immortal. I don’t think the time is
quite right, butit’s close. I'm afraid, unfor-
tunately, that I'm in the last generation
to die.”

And Professor Sussman is not alone in
his beliefs. Scientists in the fields of
cryonics (freezing bodies), artificial intel-
ligence. genetics, and others are begin-
ning to speak more and more confidently
about the prospects of someday stopping
disease, aging, and even death.

Perhaps it will be of some consolation
to Professor Sussman to learn from the
Vedic literatures that his generation will
definitely not be the last to die. All genera-
tions before him have died, and all those
after him will die. This unyielding law of
nature will not succumb to the attacks of
well-wishing scientists who want to liber-
ate mankind from the throes of death.

How can I speak so confidently? Be-
cause I accept the words of Krsna, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, who
says in the Bhagavad-gita, 1 am all-
devouring death.” And, “Time I am, de-
stroyer of the worlds, and I have come to
engage all men.”

My confidence is also based on practi-
cal observation: Throughout history no

(continued on page 32)
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SCIENCE,
THE BOMB, AND

BHAGAVAD
GITA

“Following such conclusions,
the demoniac, who are lost to themselves and
who have no intelligence, engage in unbeneficial,
horrible works meant to destroy the world.”
(Bhagavad-gita 16.9)

by DRUTAKARMA DASA

he age of atomic weaponry began before dawn on July 16,
1945, with a blinding flash on the desert flats near Ala-
mogordo. New Mexico. Dr. Robert Oppenheimer, who had
organized the intense scientific effort that led to the explosion.
instantly thought of lines from one of his favorite books—the
immortal Bhagavad-gita: “The Blessed Lord said, "Time I am.
destroyer of the worlds . .."”
Today this image from the Gita retains its frightening warning
power. But a closer reading of the Gira reveals a deep wisdom
that may help us avoid the holocaust. The Bhagavad-gita and

PAINTING BY BHUTA-BHAVANA DASA



other Vedic literature allow us to see that
nuclear weapons are not an abnormal
development in an otherwise healthy state
of affairs. Rather, they are the inevitable
fruit of the tree of modern civilization,
which is firmly rooted in a thoroughly
mechanistic and materialistic scientific
world view.

Since nuclear weapons and the prob-
lems of nuclear war are the natural prod-
ucts of our science-based civilization,
we must thoroughly reexamine the ma-
terialistic assumptions underlying mod-
ern science if the world is to ever become
free from the threat of nuclear annihila-
tion. Already many scientists are them-
selves beginning to question whether
materialistic principles are really ade-
quate to explain basic features of reality.

Limits of Science

Consider, for example, consciousness.
John C. Eccles, a Nobel-prize-winning
neurobiologist, states, “The ultimate prob-
lem relates to the origin of the self, how
each of us as a self-conscious being comes
to exist as a unique self associated with a
brain. Thisis the mystery of personal exis-
tence.” Eccles is convinced that “. .. the
uniqueness each of us experiences can be
sufficiently explained only by recourse to
some supernatural origin.”

According to the Bhagavad-gitd, our
unique sense of individual experience re-
sults from the presence within the ma-
terial body of an eternal spiritual particle,
the symptom of which is consciousness.

But today, influenced by scientific
theories that deny the existence of a non-
material conscious self, people identify
heavily with the body, thinking, “I am
American,” “I am Russian,” “I am Israeli,”
“I am Palestinian,” etc. Virulent national-
ism and conflict are the inevitable result.

“Nationalism and chauvinism have
developed in different parts of the world,”
writes Srila Prabhupada, “due to the cul-
tivation of nescience by the general peo-
ple. Such foolish people are drawing up
various plans to render national demar-
cations as perfect as possible. This is
ultimately ridiculous. For this purpose,
each and every nation has become a source
of anxiety for others. More than fifty per-
cent of a nation’s energy is devoted to
defense measures and thus spoiled.”

Ifknowledge of the factual nature of the
conscious self were firmly integrated into
oureducational and cultural institutions,
people of different nationalities could
appreciate their unity on the spiritual
platform. Furthermore, the overwhelming
impetus toward the domination and
exploitation of matter that underlies
industrial civilization and culminates in
the building of weapons of mass destruc-
tion would certainly be lessened. Un-
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fortunately, modern scientists persist in
ruling out, in advance, any kind of non-
materialistic explanation of conscious-
ness and selfhood.

Laws of Karma

Some scientists, however, are begin-
ning to expand their conception oflaws of
nature. The studies of Roger Sperry, a
Nobel-prize-winning brain scientist, have
led him to conclude that the principle of
causation has to be broadened: “We have
to recognize . . . different levels and types
of causation, including higher kinds of
causal control involving mental and vital
forces that material science has always
rejected.”

The laws of karma, integral to Indian
philosophy, would be one example of

hen we

understand
the laws of karma
we can more
fully appreciate
Einstein’s state-
ment that “all our
lauded techno-
logical progress—
our very civili-
zation—1is like the
axe in the hand of
the pathological
criminal.”

such a higher law. Huston Smith, a pro-
fessor of philosophy at MIT, stated,
“Science has alerted the Western world to
the importance of causal relationships in
the physical world. Every physical event,
we are inclined to believe, has its causes,
and every cause will have its determinate
effects. India extends this concept of uni-
versal causation to include man’s moral
and spiritual life as well.”

Karma has important implications re-
garding the threat of nuclear holocaust. A
basic principle of the law of karma is that
every act of violence sets off a chain of
events that will eventually end in a violent
reaction. In this regard, those who under-
stand the subtle law of karma are very
apprehensive about the effects of such
widespread acts of violence as the killing
of billions of innocent animals each year

in slaughterhouses and the killing of up-
wards of fifty million unborn children
each year by abortion.

Specifically relating animal slaughter
to the threat of nuclear war, Srila Prabhu-
pada declares, “Those who kill animals
and give them unnecessary pain. .. will
be killed in a similar way in the next life
and in many lives to come. . .. Therefore
occasionally there are great wars. Masses
of such people go out onto battlefields
and kill themselves. Presently they have
discovered the atomic bomb, which is
simply awaiting wholesale destruction.”

When we understand the laws of karma,
we can more fully appreciate Einstein’s
statement that “all ourlauded technologi-
cal progress—our very civilization—is like
the axe in the hand of the pathological
criminal.” Can this pathological men-
tality be changed? Only by a radical revi-
sion of the world’s present intellectual
CONSensus.

In his book Where the Wasteland Ends,
Theodore Roszak calls for “a wholly new
science, transformed from the psychic
ground up.” Roszak says. “No one
who is not lying himself blind to the
obvious can help but despair of the well-
being that a reductionist science and
power-ridden technology can bring. ...
On that level, we ‘progress’ only toward
technocratic elitism, affluent alienation,
environmental blight, nuclearsuicide. . ..
But there is another progress that is not a
cheat and a folly; the progress that has
always been possible at every moment. It
goes by many names. St. Bonaventura
called it ‘the journey of the mind to
God'.... The way back. To the source
from which the adventure of human cul-
ture takes its beginning.”

Srila Prabhupada, recognizing the ab-
solute necessity of the quest for the divine,
titled the monthly journal he started in
1944 Back to Godhead. Analyzing the
situation of a world at war, Srila Prabhu-
pada proclaimed, “This is actually the
civilization of nescience, or illusion, and
therefore civilization has been turned into
militarization.” He quoted the Archbishop
of Canterbury: “In every quarter of the
earth men long to be delivered from the
curse of war.... But all our plans will
come to shipwreck on the rock of human
selfishness unless we turn to God. Back to
God, that is the chief need of England
and every other nation.” Srila Prabhu-
pada repeated the phrase “back to God-
head” thousands of times in his writings
and speeches, making plain the impor-
tance he attached to this slogan.

Robert Heilbroner also proposes that
modern civilization is in need of a drastic
overhaul. He says this would imply “the
end of the giant factory, the huge office,

(continued on page 33)



WHAT

KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS
MEANSTOA
SECULAR YOUTH

hat is the purpose of liv-

ing? Why are we here,
and what should we do with our
lives? These questions often
plague the minds of youth. In
America, where materialism is
especially widespread, aliena-
tion from purposeful living is
quite frequent.

As a sixteen-year-old Ameri-
can, I know about purposeless-
ness firsthand. I know that there
is much despair and a terrible
sense of worthlessness in my
generation. These negative emo-
tions cause people to plunge
deeper into that which is the
very source of their trouble—
materialism.

The true nature of the soul is
sac-cid-ananda: eternal, full of
knowledge, and full of bliss.
Confusion and unhappiness are not nor-
mal conditions, but these feelings arise
when we forget our constitutional posi-
tion as servants of God.

Secular youth tend to think the universe
revolves around them. They falsely believe,
more or less, that they are God. Such
foolishness is called mdayd, or illusion.
Our true home is in the spiritual sky with
the Lord and His eternal associates, not
within this material world. Being trapped
within mundane existence instead of en-
joying that for which we are intended, we
naturally become perplexed. And per-
plexity leads to further identification with

A young reader of Back to Godhead

expresses his realizations.

by CHRISTOPHER STEWART

transient, material things, such as drugs,
sex, possessions, and escapism. You can-
not escape by diving headlong into
material existence.

So how do you escape? When Lord
Krsna appeared in India five hundred
years ago as Lord Caitanya, He stressed
the chanting of the holy names of God.
The highest form of these names is mani-
fest in the mahd-mantra: Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama,
Hare Hare. By chanting these sixteen
most holy words, we revive our latent
memory of our true constitutional relation-

ship to Krsna. By performing
bhakri, or devotional service, we
can purify our desires and pre-
pare to go back to Godhead to be
with Krsna in the spiritual sky.
We are servants of the Lord. and
even though He is seated in our
hearts in His four-armed Visnu
form of Paramatma. we always
remain subservient to Him.
Realizing this fact is the first step
to realizing Krsna. When we
have fully realized Krsna, we
have fulfilled the purpose of our
lives and need not ever take birth
in the material universes again,
Thus, by the mercy of the Su-
preme Lord, all sorrow is
eradicated.

Realizing this, the purpose of
human existence, has been the
most momentous and uplifting

experience in my life. Learning that I must
seek Krsna and work for Him in devotion
is surely my most important discovery.

[ was immersed in a sea of ignorance,
but Krsna extended mercy to me and per-
mitted me to come into contact with His
pure devotees and their noble way of life. I
am now planning how to best serve Krsna
with my life. I pray that with His mercy |
will do His wishes and that I will attain
Him. I know that others are as confused
as I'was, and I pray that they too will come
to this glorious knowledge of God and
escape the bewilderment that maintains
their souls in maya. i
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To feed the world’s insatiable appetite for
interesting reading, writers ceaselessly turn out
copy in every language on a staggering array of
topics. So accustomed have we become to worldly
topics that we doubt whether spiritual literature
could ever compare to, say, Romeo and Juliet, with
its romance, or to the Iliad and the Odyssey, with
their heroism and adventure.

But spiritual literature surpasses even the

greatest literature of this world. For all pleasures,

all wonderful and magnificent things, are

present most fully and completely in God. Since
God is unsurpassable, He is called Bhagavan, or

the one who fully possesses (van) the six opulences
(bhaga) —wealth, power, fame, beauty, knowledge,
and renunciation. That's why Srimad-Bhagavatam,
the beautiful book of Bhagavan, contains everything
you ever wanted in a book—and much more.



or In A Good Book?

 Mystery « Knowledge « Humor « Beauty « Enlightenment
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For more information
inquire at your local
ISKCON center or
write Back to Godhead,
P.O. Box 133, Line
Lexington, PA 18932-
0133 for a catalog

and price list.

Reading the beautiful book of Bhagavan
actually frees you from material bondage,
delivers you permanently from all the turmoils
and troubles of this world, from birth, from death.
Even the most absorbing “escape reading” of this

world will never do that.

Make a change. Make it real.
Read Srfmad-Bhégavatam.



Muddled Menus

(continued from page 12)
book include eggs, salt, and milk.

For Srila Prabhupada, his prede-
cessors, and those who follow him on
the spiritual path, these ideas about what
to eat and what not to eat are mental
speculation, a product of philosophy

without religion. “The ultimate goal is
Krsna,” Srila Prabhupada writes. And
Krsna's desire is the sole criterion that
guides the lives of His devotees and
governs their diet. Steeped in the science
and philosophy of Krsna consciousness,
devotees of the Lord transcend emotional
religious rituals and the opinions born of
errant minds.

Dogma? Blind faith? Some may deni-
grate a devotee’s faith. Yet a devotee’s deep
conviction rests on his educated accep-
tance of the Supreme Lord as the ultimate
proprietor of everything, the supreme en-
joyer,and the dearmost friend of all beings.
A devotee follows Lord Krsna’s direction
and eats wholesome, well-balanced, deli-
cious, and controversy-free meals.  &#

LONGEVITY

(continued from page 25)

one has been able to conquer death.
Though modern scientists sometimes
think their advanced discoveries hold the
key to physical immortality, they also
admit that there are innumerable factors
involved in aging and death. They won-
der, “How can we protect ourselves from
all the advances of death?”

From the Vedic literature we learn of
personalities possessing vast intelligence
and stamina, and supported by the most
advanced scientific knowledge, whose at-
tempts to conquer death failed. The most
famous example is the great materialist
Hiranyakasipu. He received the benedic-
tion that he would not be killed by any
man or beast or weapon, not during the
day or night, whether inside or outside.
He thought he had covered all the options,
but God Himself appeared in a form that
was half man, halflion and killed Hiranya-
kasipu with His divine nails on the thresh-

old of the demon’s palace at twilight.

God has placed us in these bodies, and
He decides when we'll change them. And
change we must. Scientists generally do
not accept that we must transfer at death
from this body to another, because they
cannot understand that the soul is dif-
ferent from the body. The soul animates
the body for a fixed duration, and no one
can extend a soul’s term within a body.

Scientists manipulate the material ele-
ments in their attempts to find the secret
of life. But despite repeated claims of
breakthrough scientific discoveries, they
have not been able to create life. Since life
(the soul) is eternal, to “create life” is axio-
matically impossible. Nor can there be
“progress” toward an impossible goal.
Scientists may be able to synthesize amino
acids,butanamino acidisafarcryfroma
conscious being.

To God alone belongs the power and
the privilege to produce life—or to pro-
long it. We may apparently extend a per-
son’s life, but in actuality, when our death

notice is served, no amount of medical
technology can save us. Death strides
through the doors of even the best hos-
pitals, past the watchful eyes of the best
physicians, and makes his indisputable
claim.

Though death is inevitable, our rebel-
lion against it has a special significance:
It is a sign of our spiritual immortality.
The body dies. but the soul lives on, trans-
migrating to his next incarnation. Be-
cause of our identification with the body,
however, we think that the person dies
with the body.

Rather than misusing our lives in the
futile attempt to attain physical immor-
tality, we should live to gain the immortal
life of the soul in union with God. Other-
wise, though we may live for hundreds of
years, what will we actually gain? A tree
may live for thousands of years, but the
value of its life is insignificant compared
to the life of a person who has developed
love for God and done valuable work on
His behalf all over the world. oo

We welcome your letters. Write to
BACK TO GODHEAD
41 West Allens Lane
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19119

[ am sixteen yearsold, and forsome time |
have been studying ISKCON and the
Vaisnava way of life. I have come to the
conclusion that such is the will of God
and the best mode of life. Therefore I will
seek it.

I am told by my instructors at school
that I have an exceptional writing ability.
I praise and thank Krishna for instilling
this ability within me, and I wish to some-
how utilize it to His glory. Therefore 1
have taken up writing for the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Enclosed you
will find something I have written—not
for my own benefit, butin the hope that it
would encourage others to seek Krishna.

Chistopher Stewart
Matheny, West Virginia
(See Christopher’s article on page 29.)

# # #

It seems to me. aller reading some of
your Back to Godhead issues, that you are
extremely prejudiced against the theory
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ofimpersonal God. I find that your preju-
dice is based on ignorance and misin-
terpretation of the impersonal theory.
Yes, the impersonal theory says that you
are God, but by “you,” here, is not meant
the human body or the individual soul.
By “you,” here, is meant the impersonal
self, the universal soul.

It is wrong to think that the personal
theory of God is the only correct one.
There are several roads to Rome. My
point s, everyone should be tolerant. The
objective of a true guru is not to say that
this path is the only correct one and
ridicule other paths, but to explain and
describe each path, their merits and pit-
falls, and let the sishya [disciple] choose
according to his own nature and bent of
mind.

Dibyendu Majumdeva
Surabaya, Indonesia

OUR REPLY: In refuting with strong lan-
guage the theory of impersonalism, Back to

Godhead magazine follows the precedent
set fifty centuries ago by the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, Lord Sri Krsna, who
said that those who think He is imper-
sonal but has assumed a human form are
miidhas, fools. Throughout the Vedic
literature we find similar statements
that reveal the unfortunate position of
those who fall prey to the false conclusion
that the Absolute Truth is ultimately
impersonal.

As devotees of the Supreme Lord. we
are not prejudiced; however, we accept
the conclusions of the scriptures and
must point out the fallacious and offen-
sive "logic” of the impersonalists. The im-
personalists, or Mayavadis, say that God
exists but He has no form: no head, no
face, no arms, no legs. In other words,
God can’t hear, He can’t speak, He can't
see, He can't walk. Thatis the same as say-
ing that there is no God. Therefore. Lord
Caitanya, who is Krsna Himself appear-
ing as His own devotee, says that the
Mayavadis are offenders.

The conclusion that the Absolute Truth
isimpersonal is based on speculation, not
on the teachings of the Vedic literatures,
which clearly substantiate the Personality
of Godhead’s rranscendental form. In the



Brahma-samhita, for example, Lord
Brahma, the director of the universe,
glorifies Krsna as sac-cid-ananda vigraha,
the eternal form of bliss and knowledge.

And Krsna's form is His own individual
form. In the Bhagavad-gita (2.12) Krsna
says that we will continue to possess our
individual identities eternally. He tells
Arjuna, “Never was there a time when I
did not exist, nor you, nor all these kings.
Nor in the future shall any of us cease to
be.” Krsna clearly makes a distinction
between the Supreme Self and the indi-
vidual self. In the Thirteenth Chapter
Krsna describes two “knowers” within the
body, the individual soul and the Super-
soul. The Upanisads also state that there
are “two birds within the tree of the body.”
As you have said, “you™” doesn’t mean the
human body. But neither does “you”
mean the universal soul. “You™ means the
individual spiritsoul. And thatindividual
soul can never be equal to God. The Vedic
literatures clearly explain that God is
infinite and we are infinitesimal. The
impersonalists cannot understand this
essential point.

Because we are small we are subject to
the control of God’s energy. God is called
acyuta, infallible. He never falls under the
influence of the material energy. In the
Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna says, daivi hy
esa guna-mayi mama maya duratyaya: “The
material energy is coming from Me, and
the minute living entities cannot over-
come it.” If we were the same as Krsna, we
would not be bewildered by Krsna’s ma-
terial energy, maya.

Krsna is never bewildered. He says in
the Seventh Chapter of Bhagavad-gita, “1
knoweverything thathashappenedin the
past, all that is happening in the present,
and all things that are yet to come. I also
know all living entities; but Me no one
knows.” We cannot make such a claim.

Your statement “several roads to Rome™
conveys a popular idea, but the statement
is misleading. First we must understand
what “"Rome” is; then we can discuss
whether there are various ways of getting
there. By “Rome™ I assume you mean the
Absolute Truth. The highest aspect of the
Absolute Truth, as explained in the
Srimad-Bhagavatam, is the personal form
of God, Lord Sri Krsna, who says in the
Bhagavad-gita, mattah parataram nanyat:
“There is no truth superior to Me.” And,
contrary to what others may claim. He
says later that there are indeed different
paths but they don’t lead to the same
place. “Those who worship the demigods
go to the demigods. ... Those who wor-
ship Me come to Me.” Earlier, in the
Fourth Chapter, Krsna says that He re-
wards each of us according to our surren-
der. Not everyone gets the same result.
Some roads lead to Rome, but some lead
to the penitentiary.

The members of the Hare Krsna move-
ment accept the words of Krsna as irrefuta-
ble truth. All the great teachers in the
Vedic tradition have accepted Bhagavad-
gita as authoritative Vedic literature. The
Bhagavad-gita is the essence of Vedic
knowledge. The words of Krsna—not our
own bent of mind—are authority. The

real guru must present Krsna's teachings
without compromise, and the disciple
must accept them as absolute truth. Arjuna
demonstrates the proper way to accept the
guru: He surrenders to Krsna for instruc-
tions. And Krsna Himself says that one
must accept the spiritual master, inquire
from him submissively, and render ser-
vice to him because the spiritual master
has seen the truth. If the guru actually
possesses absolute knowledge, what right
does the disciple have to pick and choose
according to his “bent of mind™? The dis-
ciple is in ignorance. He must simply
receive transcendental knowledge from
the perfect spiritual master.

The members of the Krsna conscious-
ness movement, under the guidance of
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, accept only the direct
purport of the Vedic literature as it has
been explicitly enunciated in the
Bhagavad-gita by the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead Himself. Lord Sri
Krsna, who says, vedais ca sarvairaham eva
vedvah: “By all the Vedas 1 am to be
known.”

The goal of life is to reawaken our
original love for God. The Mayavadi
philosophy hinders the soul’s progress by
telling him that ke is God. This is a grave
injustice. One who carefully studies the
Vedic literatures under the guidance of a
bona fide spiritual master, however, will
surely understand that Krsna is the Su-
preme Absolute Truth, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, and the ultimate
goal of life. o

BHAGAVAD-GITA

(continued from page 28)

perhaps ofthe urban complex.” And even
more important, he stresses it is likely
“that the ethos of ‘science,” so intimately
linked with industrial application, would
play a much reduced role.” What would
the new order be like? Heilbroner states,
“It is therefore possible that a post-
industrial society would also turn in the
direction of many preindustrial societies—
toward the exploration of inner states of
experience rather than the outer world of
fact and material accomplishment.”

_ Like Roszak, Heilbroner, and others,
Srila Prabhupada believes that the prob-
lems of modern civilization are deeply
rooted in its dangerous commitment to
science-based technology and industry.
“The gigantic industrial enterprises are
products of a godless civilization,” he
writes, “and they cause the destruction of
the noble aims of human life. . . . The na-
tural gifts such as grains and vegetables,
fruits, rivers, the hills of jewels and min-
erals, and the seas full of pearls are sup-
plied by the order of the Supreme. . .. The

natural law is that the human being may
take advantage of these godly gifts by
nature and satisfactorily flourish on them
without being captivated by the exploita-
tive motive of lording it over material
nature.”

A New Direction

The solution to the problem of nuclear
war is not going to be simple. Gradually,
the goals and aspiration of humankind
must be directed toward self-realization
and genuine God consciousness. When
this change of direction begins to take
place, the unrestrained expansion of ur-
ban industrialism, with all its unfortunate
by-products, such as the threat of nuclear
annihilation, can begin to be controlled
and even reversed.

The philosophy of ancient India, as
expressed in books such as the Bhagavad-
gita, contain the essential ideas that could
serve as the superstructure of a non-
materialistic science capable of suc-
cessfully challenging the materialistic
world view now dominant throughout the
world. In the Bhagavad-gita and other
Vedic books of knowledge can be found

ways of understanding the higher spiri-
tual nature of man and the universe—not
only by means of a consistent and detailed
cosmology and psychology but also by a
highly developed scientific system of
meditational techniques, such as the
chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra, that
radically transforms consciousness and
give experimental verification of the
nonmaterial.

The International Society for Krishna
Consciousness has also channeled re-
sources and energies into building pro-
totypes for a postindustrial civilization.
Over the past twenty years, the Society has
established more than forty successful
agrarian communities worldwide. These
are not merely places for growing crops
and herding animals. They are com-
munities in the full sense of the word, sup-
porting a wide variety of arts, crafts, and
appropriate technologies. A God con-
scious philosophy and natural way of life
are both necessary if the world wants to
become free from the threat of nuclear
war. Anything short of this does not
address the real causes of the impending

catastrophe. oy
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Krsna
Meditation

“I worship Govinda, the
primeval Lord, who resides
in His own realm, Goloka,
with Radha, who resembles
His own spiritual figure
and who embodies the
ecstatic potency. Their
companions are Her con-
fidantes, who embody
extensions of Her bodily
form and who are imbued
with ever-blissful spiritual
rasa [tastes].”

—SrT Brahma-sambhita 5.37

“Srimati Radharani is the
repository of all good
qualities and the crest jewel
among all the lovely con-
sorts of Lord Krsna. The
transcendental goddess
Srimati Radharani is the
direct counterpart of Lord
Sri Krsna. She is the
central figure for all the
goddesses of fortune. She
possesses all the attractive-
ness to attract the all-
attractive Personality of
Godhead. She is the
primeval internal potency
of the Lord.”

—Sri Caitanya-caritamrta,
Adi-lila 4.69, 83

The gopis assist Radha and
Krsna in Their transcen-
dental pastimes, expertly
using their talents to
increase Their spiritual
pleasure.

Painting by Muralidhara dasa:
Radha and Krsna with the Eight
Principal Gopis.
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Admit Your Faults

In a recent article in Newsweek maga-
zine, columnist Meg Greenfield protests
our amoral dealings nowadays. Although
we are in general quick to condemn others,
says Greenfield, “where the concept of
wrong is really important—as a guide to
one’s own behavior or that of one’s own
side in some dispute—it [our condemna-
tion] is missing.” In other words, we don’t
like to admit we're wrong. Greenfield de-
scribes a number of evasive tactics we use
to avoid owning up to our mistakes.

One tactic is to think that what you did
was not bad or wrong—just stupid. In-
stead of admitting you did something
wrong, you simply say you acted stupidly.
You can still pride yourself on being right,
while conceding to being imperfect and
prone to human error. Another tactic is to
excuse yourself by thinking you were not
physically or mentally up to par. Or you
might try to get off the hook by blaming
the circumstances, or by saying the of-
fended party “asked for it.” Greenfield
concludes that the “‘still, small voice” of
conscience has become far too small—
and utterly still.”

Although I appreciate Ms. Greenfield's
analysis, I find the solution she hints at—
listening more to the “still, small voice”
of conscience—to be simplistic. Some
people, even while committing great mis-
takes, claim they are listening to the voice
within. Mahatma Gandhi was a great ad-
vocate of heeding one’s inner voice. Yethe
admitted to sometimes committing “Hima-
layan blunders,” and he at times sorrily
regretted having listened to his inner
guide.

Who is to say whether the mind’s in-
spirations and inclinations are actually
morally right? The motives behind our
actions may be very subtle and intricate.
Moreover, moral opinions differ from
person to person, culture to culture. Just
desiring to “do good” and to “act right”
does not guarantee that you will always be
“good™ and “right.”

The Vedic literature explains that a per-
son should not depend only on con-
science to determine right and wrong.
Rather, there are three objective Vedic guide-
lines for right action: one’s own spiritual
master, or guru; the Vedic literatures them-

selves; and the statements of great, self-
realized saints throughout history. These
three sources of guidance provide a na-
tural system of checks and balances by
which one can distinguish clearly right
from wrong. When these three sources are
consulted in a mature and responsible
way, one can confidently chart a course of
right action.

The first index reading one should take
is the instruction of the spiritual master.
Spiritual masters are of two types: the
guru within the heart (God Himself) and
the external guru (the pure devotee and
representative of God). Although these
two gurus are in accord, the instructions of
the external guru should be one’s prime
criterion. Here’s why.

After Krsna creates the universe, He
expands Himself as the Supersoul within
the heart of every living entity. As Super-
soul, Krsna directs the movements of all
living entities according to their desires
and their previous activities (karma). Cer-
tainly God is within the heart of everyone,
but this does not mean that every “small
voice within” is divine, the will of God.
Only a pure, very advanced transcenden-
talist, one who is determined to serve God
with all his energies, can receive transcen-
dental instructions from the Lord within
his heart. Therefore, we should hear from
the external spiritual master. Krsna Him-
selfinstructs us in the Bhagavad-gita to do
so: “Just try to learn the truth by approach-
ing a spiritual master. Inquire from him
submissively and render service unto him.
The spiritual master can impart knowl-
edge unto you because he has seen the
truth.” The spiritual master can confirm
whether one’s plans and inspirations do
in fact originate from the Supersoul and
not one’s own mind.

The qualifications of the bona fide gur,
or spiritual master, are described in the
Vedic literatures. He has imbibed Krsna
consciousness in disciplic succession and
is fully engaged in the service of Krsna
with hisbody, mind, and words. The spiri-
tual master is completely free from all
selfish desires. His only concern is to sa-
tisfy the desires of the Supreme Lord. He
speaks only what is in the scriptures, and
he takes responsibility for directing the

lives of his disciples back to Godhead.

Our second index reading is the Vedic
literature. This is the standard “lawbook.”
its codes forming the basis of right and
wrong, as well as the basis for the words
and deeds of a bona fide guru. The Vedic
writings detail the myriad aspects of
morality. They are based on the desires of
God and are God's instructions for guid-
ing the fallen living entities back to Him.
Through the Vedas God reveals His will
for all mankind.

All of us in this material world are sub-
ject to four basic defects: (1) Our senses
are imperfect. (2) We are subject to illu-
sion. (3) We commit mistakes. (4) We have
the tendencyto cheat. The Vedic literature
is transcendental sound, free from these
defects. Although Lord Krsna is the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead Himself
and is therefore supremely independent
toactin any way He pleases, He neverthe-
less refers to Vedic literature as the stand-
ard authority. In the Gitq, for instance, He
cites the Vedanta-siitra. As for those who
act independently of scriptural injunc-
tions, He warns, “But he who discards
scriptural injunctions and acts according
to his own whims attains neither perfec-
tion, nor happiness, nor the supreme des-
tination” (Bg. 16.23).

The third source of Vedic moral instruc-
tion comprises the self-realized Vedic
authorities, who live in strict accordance
with the instructions of their guru and the
injunctions of the Vedic literature. We natu-
rally seek advice when makingimportant
decisions, and this is especially important
in spiritual matters. Itis important to con-
fide in saintly persons and to hear their
advice and suggestions on moral ques-
tions. By taking counsel from highly quali-
fied, morally upright authorities, by
consulting the revealed scriptures, and by
hearing submissively from one’s own spiri-
tual master, one is sure to always do what
is morally right and pleasing to God.

We cannot, of course, be perfect. Mis-
takes will happen. And when we make mis-
takes, it is always best to honestly admit
them. That is the sign of a good person, and
it requires humility. We should not be so
proud or so partisan that we cannot admit
our wrongs. —SDG
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CHANT!

Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare
Hare Rama, Hare Rama
Rama Rama, Hare Hare

hat is a mantra? In Sanskrit, man
means “mind” and tra means
“freeing.” So a mantra is a combination
of transcendental sounds that frees our
minds from the many anxieties of
living in the material world.

Ancient India’s Vedic literatures single
out one mantra as the maha (supreme)
mantra. The Kali-santarana
Upanisad explains, “These sixteen
words—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,

Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare—
are especially meant for counteracting
the ill effects of the present age of
guarrel and anxiety.”

The Néarada-pancaratra adds,

“All mantras and all processes
for self-realization are compressed
into the Hare Krsna maha-mantra.”

Five centuries ago, while spreading
the maha-mantra throughout the
Indian subcontinent, ST Caitanya
Mahaprabhu prayed, “O Supreme
Personality of Godhead, in Your name
You have invested all Your
transcendental energies.”

The name Krsna means “the all-
attractive one,” the name Rama
means “the all-pleasing one,” and the
name Hare is an address to the
Lord’s devotional energy. So the maha-
mantra means, “O all-attractive,
all-pleasing Lord, O energy of the Lord,
please engage me in Your devotional
service.” Chant the Hare Krsna
maha&-mantra and your life
will be sublime.

Photo by Yamaraja dasa



Come and celebrate with us!

- @
The Appearance Anniversary of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu

Five hundred years ago, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Sri Krsna,
appeared on earth as Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. As Krsna’s most
merciful incarnation, Lord Caitanya introduced the easiest and most sublime method
of God realization: the congregational chanting of the holy names of God.
On March 15 devotees around the world will celebrate the Lord’s appearance
with grand festivals—and you're invited. Call your local Hare
Krsna center for details. (See pages 20-21 for a list of centers around the world.)



