Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.




His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to Amegica
in 1965, at age sixty-nine, to fulfill
his spiritual master’s request that
he teach the science of Krsna
consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world. In a
dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation
and commentary on India’s Vedic
literature, and these are now
standard in universities world-
wide. Meanwhile, traveling
almast nonstop, Srila Prabhupada
molded his international society
into a worldwide confederation of
asramas, schools, temples, and
farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in India’s
Vrndavana, the place most

sacred to Lord Krsna. His disciples
are carrying forward the movement
he started. Advanced disciples
throughout the world have been
authorized to serve in the position
of spiritual master, initiating
disciples of their own. And these
disciples, in turn, become

linked with Srila Prabhupada
through the transcendental
system of disciplic succession.

members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).

BACK TO GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

When Srila Prabhupada began the Society (in New 4
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes

he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

. To teach and encourage the sarikirtana
movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of

1. To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge Lord 8rf Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

to society at large and to educate all peoples in the
techniques of spiritual life in order to check the
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real
unity and peace in the world.

. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re-
vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

3. To bring the members of the Society together
with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime
entity, thus developing the idea within the

. To erect for the members and for society at large

a holy place of transcendental pastimes
dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

. To bring the members closer together for the

purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
of life.

. With a view toward achieving the aforementioned

purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,
books, and other writings.
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The'Teachings
f Lord Caitanya

Five thousand years ago, Lord Krsna taught us to understand the eternal truth.
Forty-five centuries later, Lord Caitanya showed us how to live it.

A lecture in New York in March 1968
by HIS DIVINE GRACE

A. C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

Founder-Acdrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

here is no difference between the

teachings of Lord Caitanya and the
teachings of Lord Krsna in the Bhagavad-
gita. The teachings of Lord Caitanya are
practical demonstrations of Lord Krsna’s
teachings. Lord Krsna’s ultimate instruc-
tion in the Bhagavad-gitd is that everyone
should surrender unto Him, Lord Krsna.
Krsna promises to take immediate charge
of such a surrendered soul.

The Lord, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, is already in charge of the main-
tenance of this creation by virtue of His
plenary expansion, Ksirodakasayi Visnu,
but this maintenance is not direct. How-
ever, when the Lord says that He takes
charge of His pure devotee, He actually
takes direct charge. A pure devotee is a
soul who is forever surrendered to the
Lord, just as a child is surrendered to his
parents or an animal to its master.

In the surrendering process, one should:
(1) accept things favorable for discharging
devotional service, (2) reject things un-
favorable, (3) believe firmly in the Lord’s
protection, (4) feel exclusively dependent
on the mercy of the Lord, (5) have no in-
terest separate from the Lord’s interest, and
(6) always feel oneself meeck and humble.

The Lord demands that one surrender
unto Him by following these six guide-
lines, but the unintelligent scholars of the
world misunderstand these demands and
urge the general mass of people to reject

Lord Caitanya chanted Krspa’s names (lower

half of picture) and recommended worship of

Krsna in the mood of the damsels of Vraja
(top half of picture), who loved Krsna without
a motive for material or spiritual gain.

them. At the end of the Ninth Chapter of
Bhagavad-gita, Krsna directly says, “En-
gage your mind always in thinking of Me,
become My devotee, offer obeisances to
Me, and worship Me. Being completely
absorbed in Me, surely you will come to
Me” [Bg. 9.34]. But the scholarly demons
misguide the masses of people by directing
them to the impersonal, unmanifest, eter-
nal, unborn truth rather than the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. The imperson-
alistic, Mayavada philosophers don’t accept
that the ultimate aspect of the Absolute
Truth is the Personality of Godhead.

If one desires to understand the sun as it
is, one must first face the sunshine, then
enter the sun globe, and, after entering
into that globe, come face to face with the
sun’s predominating deity. Due to a poor
fund of knowledge, the Mayavada philoso-
phers cannot go beyond the Brahman ef-
fulgence, which may be compared to the
sunshine. The Upanisads confirm that one
has to penetrate the dazzling effulgence of
Brahman before one can see the real face
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Lord Caitanya therefore teaches direct
worship of Lord Krsna, who appeared as
the foster child of the king of Vraja. Lord
Caitanya also suggests that the place known
as Vrndavana is as good as Lord Krsna be-
cause there is no difference between Lord
Krsna’s name, quality, form, pastimes,
entourage, and paraphernalia and Lord
Krsna Himself. That is the absolute nature
of the Absolute Truth.

Lord Caitanya also recommended that
the highest mode of worship in the highest
perfectional stage is the method practiced
by the damsels of Vraja. These damsels

PAINTING BY PARIKSIT DASA

(gopis, or cowherd girls) simply loved
Krsna without a motive for material or spiri-
tual gain. Lord Caitanya also recommended
the Srimad-Bhagavatam as the spotless
narration of transcendental knowledge,
and He said that the highest goal in life is
to develop unalloyed love for Krsna, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Lord Caitanya’s teachings are identical
to those given by Lord Kapila, the original
propounder of sarikhya-yoga, the sarikhya
system of philosophy. This authorized sys-
tem of yoga recommends meditation on
the transcendental form of Lord Visnu
even without practicing involved sitting
postures. Such meditation is called perfect
samadhi. This perfect samadhi is verified
in Bhagavad-gita, where Lord Krsna says,
“And of all yogis, the one with great faith
who always abides in Me, thinks of Me
within himself, and renders transcendental
loving service to Me— he is most intimately
united with Me in yoga and is the highest
of all. That is my opinion” [Bg. 6.47].

Lord Caitanya instructed the mass of
people in the sarikhya philosophy of acintya-
bhedabheda-tattva, which maintains that
the Supreme Lord is simultaneously one
with and different from His creation. Lord
Caitanya taught this philosophy through
the chanting of the holy name of the Lord.
He taught that the holy name of the Lord
is the sound incarnation of the Lord and
that since the Lord is the absolute whole,
there is no difference between His holy
name and His transcendental form. Thus
by chanting the holy name of the Lord one
can directly associate with the Supreme
Lord by sound vibration.

(continued on page 32)
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Lord Krsna’s Cuisine

Inviting the Lord to Dinner

“If one offers Me with love and devotion a leaf,
a flower, fruit, or water, I will accept it.” — Bhagavad-gita

by VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu spent the
first twenty-four years of His earthly
pastimes in Navadvipa, West Bengal, where
He played the perfect child, student,
scholar, and householder. At the end of
His twenty-fourth year, He entered the
renounced order (sannydsa), completely
dedicating Himself to the service of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna.
Of course, Lord Caitanya was Krsna Him-
self, playing the part of a pure devotee; He
was, therefore, already perfect and did
not require to enter the renounced order.
This was His transcendental pastime.

4 BACK TO GODHEAD

Sacidevi, the Lord’s beloved mother,
was grief-stricken by her son’s renunciation.
Of course, she wanted her divine son to
fulfill His spiritual mission, but the thought
of being separated from Him was unbear-
able. To resolve this problem, she re-
quested Him to make His headquarters
at Puri, a city in Orissa on the Bay of
Bengal. There He would be unfettered
by family ties, but because people fre-
quently traveled between Navadvipa and
Puri, Sacidevi would often hear of His
activities.

Thus, although the Lord and His mother

were apparently separated by hundreds of
miles, strong transcendental love united
them. Lord Caitanya once explained this
to a devotee in Purt who was about to
return to Navadvipa. The Lord spoke as
follows (Srf Caitanya-caritamrta):

Take this prasddam [food offered to the
Deity of Lord Jagannatha] and this cloth and
deliver them to My mother, Sacidevi. I am
subordinate to the love of My mother, and it
is My duty to serve herin return. [ am staying
here in Jagannitha Puri to comply with her
orders. However, at intervals I shall go to see
her. Indeed, I go there daily to see her. She is
able to feel My presence, although she does
not believe it to be true.

One day in Navadvipa, My mother offered
food to her Deity. She offered rice cooked
from sali paddies, various kinds of vege-
tables, spinach, curry made of banana flowers,
fried parola with nimba leaves, pieces of
ginger with lemon, and also yogurt, milk,
sugar candy, and many other foods. Taking
the food upon her lap, Mother was crying to
think that all that food was very dear to Me.

My mother was thinking, “Nimai [Lord
Caitanya’s childhood name] is not here. Who
will accept all this food?” As she meditated
upon Me in this way, her eyes filled with
tears. While she was thinking thus and cry-
ing, I immediately went there with great
haste and ate everything. Seeing the dish
empty, she wiped her tears away. She then
began to wonder who had eaten all that food.
“Why is the plate empty?” she wondered.

She began to wonder if there had actually
been anything on the plate in the first place.
She thought that some animal might have
come and eaten everything. She thought,
“Perhaps by mistake I did not put any food
on the plate.” So thinking, she went into the
kitchen and saw the pots. When she saw that
all the pots were still filled with rice and vege-
tables, there was some doubt in her mind,
and she was astonished. She then offered an-
other plate to the Deity.

Now when she prepares some good cooked
food and wants to feed it to Me, she cries in
great anxiety. Being obliged by her love, I
am brought there to eat. Mother knows all
these things internally and feels happiness,
but externally she does not accept them.

Such an incident took place just one month
back. You can ask her about this and make
her believe that I actually go there.

Atheists and impersonalists, who think
that the Supreme Lord is nonexistent or
has no senses, cannot understand this pas-
time. To them it is simply mythology. But
in actuality, Lord Caitanya’s pastimes are
transcendental and thus inconceivable to
mundane philosophers.

The Lord promises in the Bhagavad-
gita that “If one offers Me with love and
devotion a leaf, a flower, fruit, or water, |
will accept it.” He is not speaking meta-
phorically. Because He is absolute, His
hearing, seeing, and smelling are wholly
identical with His eating and tasting. In
other words, His senses are interchange-
able: one sense can perform the function



Vegetarian Cooking, by Adi-raja dasa)

Bengali Mixed Vegetable Stew
(Bengali Tarkari)

Preparation and cooking time: 35 minutes

5 medium-size potatoes, peeled and diced

1 large eggplant, diced

12 ounces squash, diced

1 pound peas or cut green beans

3 tablespoons ghee (clarified butter) or
vegetable oil

1'% teaspoons black mustard seeds

2 dried chilies, crushed

3 bay leaves

1 teaspoon fenugreek seeds

1 teaspoon anise seeds

1 teaspoon ground cumin

2 cups water

2 teaspoons brown sugar

2 teaspoons salt

2 lemons, quartered

6 sprigs of parsley

1. Heat the ghee or oil in a nonstick sauce-
pan over a medium flame. Toss in the mustard
seeds, chilies, bay leaves, and fenugreek seeds.
Cover the pan to prevent the mustard seeds
from jumping out. When the mustard seeds
stop sputtering and the fenugreek seeds darken,
add the anise seeds and ground cumin. Then
immediately put in the diced potatoes. Turn
the potatoes for about 8 minutes, until golden
brown on all sides. Add more ghee if needed.
Then add the squash and eggplant. Keep
cooking and stirring for 5 more minutes.

2. Next add the peas or green beans along
with the water, and cover. Cook over a
medium-low flame, stirring gently every 35
minutes or so. After 15 minutes, add the sugar
and salt, stir to mix, and cook slowly on the
same low flame until the vegetables are tender

and the sauce is thick.

Cauliflower, Potato, and Curd Stew
(Alu phul gobhi paneer sabji)

3. Before offering to Krsna, garnish each
portion with a lemon wedge and parsley sprig.

Preparation and cooking time: 30 minutes

1 tablespoon ghee or vegetable oil
% teaspoon black mustard seeds
2 fresh chilies, seeded and minced
1 tablespoon grated fresh ginger
2 bay leaves

1 teaspoon turmeric

1 teaspoon ground coriander

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon

2 cups water

-

(Recipes from The Hare Krishna Book of 4 potatoes

8 ounces pressed paneer (curd)

1 medium-size cauliflower

2 teaspoons salt

V5 teaspoon garam masala

2 tablespoons chopped fresh coriander
or parsley leaves

1. Peel and cube the potatoes, and cube the
paneer. Then wash and trim the cauliflower,
and cut into flowerets.

2. Heat the ghee or oil in a medium-sized
saucepan over a medium flame. Toss in the
mustard seeds and cover the pot. When the
seeds finish popping, add the chilies, ginger,
and bay leaves. Stir for 30 seconds. Now stir in
the powdered spices—except for the garam
masalai—and immediately add the water.
Bring to a rapid boil; then lower the flame
and simmer gently.

3. While this liquid masala is simmering,
deep-fry separately the potato cubes and the
paneer cubes until they are golden brown.
Then drain them. Now deep-fry the cauli-
flower flowerets until lightly browned and
partially cooked. Put the cauliflower into
the liquid masala, cover, and cook over a low
flame. After 5 minutes, lift the cover, drop in
the fried potatoes and paneer cubes, stir once,
and cook for 2 or 3 minutes more, until all the
ingredients are heated thoroughly.

4. Season with the salt and garam masald,
and sprinkle in the fresh coriander or parsley
leaves. Mix and offer to Krsna hot.

Peas and Curd in Tomato Sauce
(Matar paneer)

Preparation and cooking time: 25 minutes

8 ounces paneer (curd)

ghee or vegetable oil for deep-frying
4 teaspoons salt

2 teaspoons turmeric

2 tablespoons ghee

14 teaspoon cumin seeds

1 or 2 fresh chilies, seeded and minced
1 teaspoon grated fresh ginger

V4 teaspoon asafetida

1 pound frozen or fresh peas, shelled
1 cup water

6 tomatoes

1'% tablespoons lemon juice

1 teaspoon garam masala

1. Chop the tomatoes.

2. Knead the paneer well until it is smooth
and soft, and then form it into grape-size
balls. Deep-fry the paneer balls in ghee or
vegetable oil until they are crisp and golden
brown. Remove them from the ghee with a
slotted spoon and drop them into a solution of

2 cloves (or ¥ teaspoon ground cloves)

2 cardamom pods (or % teaspoon ground)
1 3-inch cinnamon stick (or %2 tsp. ground)
1'% teaspoons salt

14 teaspoon sugar

5 tablespoons ghee or vegetable oil

Y5 cup water

drain. With an electric coffee grinder or a
mortar and pestle, grind the cloves, cardamom,
and cinnamon stick into a powder and set aside.

tomato into 8 wedges.

of the ghee or vegetable oil over a moderate
flame. Put the cubed potatoes in the pan and

3 teaspoons salt, 2 teaspoons turmeric, and 2
cups warm water or whey. Let them soak.

3. In a medium-size saucepan, heat the 2
tablespoons of ghee over a medium flame.
Then add the cumin seeds, followed by the
minced chilies and grated ginger. When the
cumin seeds are brown (in about 30 to 45 sec-
onds), toss in the asafetida and, a few seconds
later, the peas. Now add the water, cover the
pan, and cook the peas until tender. Then add
the tomatoes and curd balls, and cook over
the same medium flame for 5 more minutes.

4. Just before offering to Krsna, add a
generous squeeze of lemon, and season with
the remaining salt and the garam masala.

Fried Cabbage and Potatoes
(Bandgobhi alu sabji)

Preparation and cooking time: 30 minutes

1 pound cabbage (a small head)

4 medium-size potatoes

4 medium-size ripe tomatoes

1 tablespoon fresh ginger, peeled and grated
1 teaspoon turmeric

-2 teaspoon cayenne pepper

1. Wash the cabbage, shred it, and let it

2. Peel and cube the potatoes, and cut each

3. Inanonstick saucepan, heat 3 tablespoons

stir-fry them, scraping the bottom of the pan
frequently, until they are lightly browned.
Remove them from the pan and set them
aside.

4. Put the remaining 2 tablespoons of ghee
or vegetable oil in the same saucepan and stir-
fry the grated ginger. Add the cayenne pepper
and turmeric, and continue to fry for a few sec-
onds more. Now add the shredded cabbage
and fry for 3 or 4 more minutes, stirring regu-
larly to mix it with the spices and prevent
scorching. Add the tomatoes, fried potatoes,
salt, sugar, and water. Cover the pan and sim-
mer over a low flame until all the vegetables
are tender.

5. Before offering to Krsna, sprinkle the
previously prepared ground sweet spices over
the top and mix gently.

i

of any other. Therefore, when food is of-
fered to the Lord with love, the Lord may
physically eat the food, as He did for His
exalted mother Sacidevi. Or He may eat
simply by hearing the sincere prayers of
His devotee or simply by glancing at the
food on the plate or by smelling the aroma.
In any case, the fortunate devotee who
makes an offering of love directly relishes

the Lord’s association, just as the Lord
directly relishes the love of His devotee.
Sacidevi is not an ordinary devotee, and
we cannot imitate her ecstatic emotions or
her intense and pure love of God. But we
can follow her example. We can prepare
vegetarian dishes that the Lord enjoys,
offer them to Him, meditate on Him, and
hope to please Him with our humble ef-

fort. If our attempt is serious and sincere—
wherever and whoever we are—the Lord
will surely come, for He is not hindered by
time, place, circumstance, or any other
material condition.

When the simple, transcendental ingre-
dients of love and devotion are in the of-
fering, Lord Caitanya is present. A cook
can know no greater reward. o
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Transcendental Comment

MISS CONCEPTION

by Dvarakadhisa-devi dasi

‘ ‘ )e came across a disconcerting ad
recently in Time magazine. Across
the top of the page was a large black-and-
white photograph of a schoolgirl sitting at
her desk in an empty classroom. With her
snub nose and pleated skirt she couldn’t
have been but thirteen or fourteen. She
was gazing despondently into the camera,
perhaps in the throes of math anxiety. But
no. Below the picture was this bold cap-
tion: “Do I look like a mother to you?”

The text beneath this perplexing query
explained the plight of the girl, and of mil-
lions of other fourteen-year-old girls in the
United States, forty percent of whom will
become pregnant before the age of twenty.
Almost always unwanted, these pregnan-
cies create an enormous burden on soci-
ety, we are informed, giving rise to such
problems as malnutrition, disease, un-
employment, and child abuse. Moreover,
says Time, the real tragedy is that each of
the young mothers is “robbed of her child-
hood and her hope.”

Certainly a sobering picture. Then the
real blame for this shocking state of affairs
is revealed: an “increasingly vocal and
violent minority” who stand in opposition
to the option of “legal and safe abortions.”
The ad goes on to decry the policies of
these antiabortionists, who want to “out-
law abortion for all women, regardless of
circumstances. Even if her life or health is
endangered by pregnancy. Even if sheisa
victim of rape or incest. And even if she is
too young to be a mother.”

But let’s look at the circumstances sur-
rounding these pregnancies. Do the facts
show that nearly half the teenage girls in
this country will become pregnant because
of rape or incest? Or that they will fall into
the category of serious health risks? Of
course not. How are all these children get-
ting pregnant in the first place? How is it
that fourteen-year-old girls are forced to
confront the overwhelming decision of
whether they should bear an illegitimate
child or kill it by abortion? What is the
real threat to their childhood and hope?

Sexual promiscuity has become such an

6 BACK TO GODHEAL

accepted part of today’s society that we
don’t even consider the enormous price
we pay for such freedom. Moral restraints
have disintegrated into useless reminders
of archaic repression, as the sexual drive
becomes an increasingly prominent expres-
sion of “self-growth.” What is in reality
only a minor aspect of human life has be-
come the glamorous symbol of liberation.

UOITAOEA
2113

Consider the influence of the media.
Virtually from the time they are old enough
to be propped up, children are sitting for
hours a day before a television screen. Be-
fore their eyes the scene is created again
and again: boy meets girl, boy loses girl,
and so on. Little cartoon boy bunny rabbits
chase little cartoon girl bunny rabbits.
Every adult who crosses the screen ap-
pears preoccupied with pursuing the op-
posite sex. And every show is punctuated
by sixty-second reminders of the ideals of
passionate living: be active, be sexy.

Then the children enter a school system
that teaches them all the principles of sex.
It is assumed that they will be sexually ac-
tive, and to protect themselves from un-
wanted pregnancy they are encouraged to
become familiar with various methods of
birth control. (These are children who
haven’t even reached puberty.) By the

time they hit their twelfth year, they are
well informed about what is expected of
them. How can we be surprised when
there is “accidental” pregnancy?

Beyond the agonies of the adolescent
struggling to meet the demands of an active
sex life, society as a whole bears a heavy
burden for its raging sexual passion. Sexual
deviations such as homosexuality and incest

grow increasingly common—and even ac-
ceptable. And there’s a big problem of
abused children, even within the family.
Diseases, some uncurable, are passed by
careless sexual encounters. Families are
weakened as parents divorce and separate.
Human relations revolve around superficial
attractions. Self-gratification is a legitimate
philosophy. Churches modify moral codes
to placate a promiscuous congregation.
All these anomalies and more are fueled
by one thing: the increasing demand for
free sexual expression.

Naturally, moralistic convictions that
curb this widespread promiscuity are quite
unpopular. Yet it has been cited by the
greatest saintly persons that sexual attrac-
tion forms the very core of materialistic
life. Although we are all of a sublime spiri-
tual nature, this is forgotten when we
identify with the material body. To forget
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OBSERVER

your spiritual identity means that you will
never sec beyond the pains and pleasures
of your body. If the highest happiness you
know of is that which brings pleasure to
the body, your desire for sex becomes very
strong; its allurement keeps you blind to
the possibility of spiritual elevation.

For a spiritual entity to remain trapped
in such degraded consciousness is utterly
stifling. Aside from the innumerable dis-
comforts that result from unrestrained
sexual activity, there is the further prob-
lem that sex never truly satisfies. You'll al-
ways feel that craving for something more.
No matter how many partners you find, no
matter how beautiful your body, no matter
how remarkable your prowess . . . the
craving will always be there. To increase
sexual activity, says the Vedic literature, is
to fuel the insatiable fire of material desire.
It won’t bring you the pleasure you want.

Learning the science of the soul and up-
lifting the consciousness will bring relief
from the torments of sexual agitation.
And simultaneously it will solve the prob-
lems that come with sexual promiscuity.
Human beings are endowed with an intel-
ligence that allows them to cultivate higher
knowledge and thus become free from the
shackles of sex desire. To fail to use this in-
telligence is to waste our most valuable
God-given resource. And a society of such
people is condemned to suffer the ghastly
consequences of unrestrained sex: disease,
abortion, child abuse, unwanted pregnancy.

Rather than teach our children artificial
methods of birth control, we should teach
them sense control and spiritual realiza-
tion. Thus unwanted pregnancies and all
the other anomalies of unrestricted sex
will be eradicated, not through puritanical
restraint, but through understanding of
the purpose of human life.

Although spiritual realization is much
more than mere antiabortion politics, one
who is spiritually aware automatically re-
spects the sacredness of all life. Such a per-
son would never condone killing others as
a matter of convenience. To the spiritually
enlightened, the violence of abortion as a
method of birth control is the most appall-
ing crime. To encourage or support legal
abortion, therefore, is to become impli-
cated in the reactions for such sinfulness—

ary on the Issues of the Day

reactions so severe that you would never
wish them upon a fourteen-year-old girl.

Think again about the picture. Consider:
“Does she look like a murderess to you?”
Without transcendental knowledge, what
hope does she have?

NATURE’S
UNSHAKABLE LAWS

by Batu Gopala dasa

I n the aftermath of two devastating natu-
ral disasters, an earthquake in Mexico
City and a volcanic eruption in Colombia,
public attention was attracted briefly to the
efforts of scientists trying to understand the
causes of such large-scale calamities.

Some geologists study the movement of
enormous masses of rock that make up the
earth’s crust. When these masses overlap
and work against each other, tremendous
stress results. The predominant theory is
that if this stress is released all at once, the
violent readjustment can cause an earth-
quake or a sudden expulsion of trapped
magma from a volcano.

Is there a reliable, accurate way to predict

such disasters? As yet scientists have found
none. They place seismographs along
known fault lines and study minute changes
in the level of underground water. They
observe the behavior of animals that some-
times seem to mysteriously sense an im-
pending earthquake. They even consult
psychics. Yet despite all their years of
research, millions of dollars spent, and
volumes of data gathered, they have not
sufficiently understood the principles of
nature. Therefore they were powerless to
control—or even to predict—these two
greatly destructive natural disasters.

Perhaps today’s scientists are overlook-
ing an obvious and important aspect of the
very phenomena they study. To a student
of the Vedic literature this certainly ap-
pears to be the case. There appears tobe a
blind spot in the investigations of the earth
scientists, a blind spot that is the resultof a
basic error in their premises.

Scientists generally assume that earth-
quakes, volcanoes, and all other natural
events are produced by unconscious and
essentially random forces. They are confi-
dent, therefore, that given enough time

(continued on page 32)
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THE

HIGHEST
COURAGE

Can the seedling of spiritual freedom flourish
even when planted in a barren land?

by KRSNA GOPALA DASA
and KIRTIRAJA DASA




Every human being has a need and a right to practice
spiritual life. When governments deny this right, all
of us are threatened. In the Soviet Union today,
members of the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness are being incarcerated and abused for
their religious views. To ignore this injustice is to call into
question one’s own right to live and work in freedom.

The followers of Krsna consciousness number in the
hundreds of millions in India, and thousands more are
practicing Krsna consciousness throughout the world.
They follow the universal philosophy presented in the
ancient Vedic scripture, the Bhagavad-gita.

According to Lord Krsna, the speaker of the
Bhagavad-gita, human beings are not the only living
creatures with rights. Every living entity is an eternal
living spirit, a part of God, and thus he has a right to
live. But beyond this universal right to life, the human
species has special rights and responsibilities. Specifically,
we human beings have the chance to develop higher
consciousness and realize our original, spiritual identity.

At present this spiritual identity is covered by the
illusory material nature, so that we mostly identify
ourselves with the physical body. Thus we accept
designations like biack or white, American or Russian,
man or woman. But through the teachings of Lord
Krsna in the Bhagavad-gita, we free ourselves of all
material designations and develop our knowledge of the
self and of God. In this way not only do we improve the
quality of our life in this world, but at the end of this life
we can return to the spiritual world and enjoy eternal
life. To come to this awareness by reading bona fide
Vedic literature and by associating with devotees of
Krsna is the greatest opportunity in this human form of
life. To deny or obstruct a person from this is the
greatest criminal act and the worst violation of human
rights.

It is the duty of the government to atlow and even
encourage the citizens to lead a healthy life free from sin
and crime. It is not the job of governments—in the
name of national security or other mundane concerns—
to suppress religious life,

In ancient Vedic civilization, the kings were
enlightened, and providing for the citizens’ spiritual
life they took to be their main priority. Thus the kings
were called rajarsis, learned rulers.

In the absence of enlightened government leaders, the
people must themselves raise an appeal and call on
those governments where oppression occurs to honor
the eternal principles of religious life. This takes
courage. And nowhere is this courage more evident than
among the Krsna conscious devotees in the Soviet
Union.

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the founder and spiritual master of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness, first
brought Krsna consciousness to the U.S.S.R. in June
of 1971, during a brief visit to Moscow on the invitation
of Grigoriy Kotovsky, head of the India Department at
the U.8.S.R. Academy of Sciences.

While shopping for produce near Red Square one
day, Srila Prabhupada’s servant met two young men-—
one the son of an Indian diplomat; the other, Anatoli
Pinyayev, a technician working at Moscow State
University. Anatoli and his Indian friend accompanied

(continued on page 33)

Srila Prabhupada at St. Basil’s Cathedral in Moscow’s Red
Square in 1971.
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The Glories of

CAITANYA

Part 13: The Siksastaka Prayers

Although widely renowned as a preceptor
and scholar, Lord Caitanya composed only eight verses.
They contain the essence of His teachings.

by KUNDALI DASA

This is the last installment in a special
series of articles commemorating the five-
hundredth anniversary of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu's appearance in Mayapur,
West Bengal. By His life and teachings,
Lord Caitanya inaugurated the Hare Krsna
movement in India. If you'd like to learn
more about India’s most influential mystic
saint and philosopher and the most merciful
incarnation of Godhead, we suggest you
read Sri Caitanya-caritimrta, an authentic
account of Lord Caitanya’s life and pre-
cepts. Scholars of language, philosophy,
and religious history around the world
consider Srila Prabhupada’s seventeen-
volume English translation of this Bengali
classic true to the original. The volumes are
available at yvour local Hare Krsna center.

ord Caitanya remained on earth for
forty-cight years. The first twenty-
four He spent in Navadvipa, West Bengal,
His birthplace. After entering the re-
nounced order, sannyasa, He traveled on
foot through north and south India for six

Recalling Krsna's transcendental pastimes with
the damsels of Vraja, Lord Caitanya was dis-
turbed by strong feelings of love for Krsna.
In that transcendental mood, He recited the
Siksastaka prayers to Svariipa Damodara and
Réamananda Raya.

years. His final eighteen years He spent
in Puri, a holy city in Orissa. Here, in
the association of His most intimate devo-
tees, He constantly relished discussing and
meditating on the most intimate spiritual
pastimes of Lord Krsna and His eternal
consort, Srimati Radharani, reveling in
ecstatic love of God.

Sri Caitanya would celebrate His jubi-
lance by glorifying Krsna with songs and
verses composed by great devotees or by
chanting Hare Krsna. These verses would
in turn produce different states of tran-
scendental mellows within His mind and
body. Thus sometimes He lamented be-
cause of feeling separation from Krsna. At
other times He felt powerful ecstatic emo-
tions of anger, greed, or humility. Some-
times He felt great eagerness, at other
times great satisfaction.

Day and night for twelve years these
symptoms repeatedly occurred, along with
various transformations in the Lord’s body:
His bodily hair would stand on end, His
limbs would slacken, and His eyes would
incessantly flood with tears. The mere reci-
tation of a song or a verse about Krsna, and
especially about Radharani, would elicit
such intense symptoms of spiritual ecstasy
that $ri Caitanya would become distraught
and weep torrents of tears, sometimes even
losing external consciousness.

PAINTING BY PUSKARA DASA

Sometimes the Lord would become so
absorbed in a particular emotion that He
would stay up all night reciting or listening
to relevant verses and relishing their tran-
scendental tastes. On one such occasion,
in the company of Svariipa Damodara and
Riamananda Riya, Sri Caitanya recited
the verses of His Siksastaka prayers, the
only verses He composed, and commented
on their meanings and emotions. “My
dear Svarapa Damodara and Ramananda
Raya,” the Lord began, “know from Me
that chanting of the holy names is the most
feasible means of salvation in this age of
Kali [the present age of quarrel and de-
ceit].” After explaining further how the
chanting of Krsna’s names frees one from
undesirable habits, awakens good fortune,
and initiates “the flow of waves of love of
God,” the Lord quoted the first verse of
His Siksastaka.

Let there be all victory for the chanting of
the holy name of Lord Krsna, which can
cleanse the mirror of the heart and stop the
miseries of the blazing fire of material exis-
tence. That chanting is the waxing moon that
spread the white lotus of good fortune for all
living entities. Itis the life and soul of all edu-
cation. The chanting of the holy name of
Krsna expands the blissful ocean of transcen-
dental life. It gives a cooling effect to every-
one and enables one to taste full nectar at
every step.

BACK TO GODHEAD 11



Lord Caitanya explained that sarikirtana,
the cangregational chanting of God’s haly
names, ultimately leads to direct associa-
tion with Krsna and the rendering of devo-
tional service in transcendental bliss. Thus
sarkirtana immerses one in an ocean of
divine love. While thinking like this, the
Lord felt transcendental lamentation and
humility. Then He recited another verse:

My Lord, O Supreme Personality of God-
head, in Your holy name there is all good
fortune for the living entity, and therefore
You have many names, such as Krsna and
Govinda, by which You expand Yourself.
You have invested all Your potencies in those
names, and there are no hard and fast rules
for remembering them. My dear Lord, al-
though You bestow such mercy upon the
fallen, I am so unfortunate that I commit of-
fenses while chanting the holy name, and
therefore [ do not achieve attachment for
chanting.

In commenting on this verse, Sr1 Cai-
tanya explained that the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead is absolute and that His
names are also absolute. He appears with
His numerous names and thus makes Him-
self easily available to any chanter of those
holy names, regardless of time or place.
Each name i1s perfect and can purify any-
one’s heart. Taking Himself as an aver-
age man, however, Sri Caitanya lamented
His misfortune in not having any attach-
ment for chanting the holy name of Krsna.

This lamentation led Him to recite the
third verse of the Siksastaka, describing
how a devotee should chant so as to awaken
his dormant love for Krsna.

One who thinks himself lower than the grass,

who is more tolerant than a tree, and who

does not expect personal honor but is always
prepared to give all respect to others can very
easily always chant the holy name of the

Lord.

A pure devotee is prideless, giving up
the passion for honor and respect. Though
he is in fact a very exalted soul, he thinks
himself lower than straw in the street. And
like a tree, which tolerates abuse, heat,
wind, rain, and yet gives fruits, flowers,
and shelter without discriminating against
anyone, a devotee tolerates all abuses and
gives shelter to all. Knowing Krsna is
present in the heart of all living beings, he
offers all respect to others, even to the ani-
mals and insects. Such a humble soul is
able to chant Krsna’s names constantly.

As Lord Caitanya spoke on these points,
deeper feelings of humility welled up within
Him. The author of Sri Caitanya-caritamria,
Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami, comments
that a devotee fully situated in love of
Godhead is so humble he never thinks
himself a devotee; rather, he thinks, “1 do
not even have a drop of love for Krspa.”
Exemplifying this mentality of a pure
devotee, Sri Caitanya recited the fourth
verse of His composition, begging for devo-

tional service as if He had no love for
Krsna.

O Lord of the universe, [ do not desire
material wealth, materialistic followers, a
beautiful wife, or fruitive activities described
in flowery language. All I want, life after life,
is unmotivated devotional service to You.

Here the Lord decries all the standard
pursuits and ambitions of persons who have
no knowledge of transcendence and who
sometimes scoff at the devotees of God for
giving up the so-called pleasures and re-
sponsibilities esteemed by materialistic
men. Lord Caitanya prays for devotional
service “life after life” to show us that ren-
dering service to God is the true desirable
goal of life. Again placing Himself as a for-
lorn conditioned soul, Sri Caitanya en-
treated the Supreme Lord.

O My Lord, O Krsna, son of Maharaja
Nanda. | am Your eternal servant, but be-
cause of My own fruitive acts, I have fallen
into this horrible ocean of nescience. Now
please be causelessly merciful to Me. Con-
sider Me a particle of dust at Your lotus feet.

Fallen souls in this material world labor
very, very hard in their attempt to lord it
over nature’s resources. They have no
knowledge that their labor simply binds
them in an intricate cycle of action and
reaction, of repeated birth and death, life
after life. They sentimentally think the
material world a place of enjoyment, when
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in reality it is a place of bondage, suffer-
ing, illusion, and ignorance. Sri Caitanya
teaches us that to free ourselves from this
illusion we must forsake our selfish desires
to enjoy wealth, women, followers; and
we must humbly supplicate the Personality
of Godhead to kindly reinstate us as the
servants of His lotus feet.

Further humility and eagerness then
awoke in Lord Caitanya, and He prayed
to chant the holy name of Krsna in ecstatic
love.

My dear Lord, when will My eyes be beauti-
fied by filling with tears that constantly glide
down as I chant Your holy name? When will
My voice falter and all the hairs on My body
stand erect in transcendental happiness as I
chant Your holy name?

In commenting on this verse, the Lord
explains that a life without love of God is
useless. He therefore prays to be accepted
as the eternal servant of Krsna and to re-
ceive ecstatic love as His “salary.” After
speaking thus, various feelings of distress,
lamentation, and humility arose in His
mind, and He began speaking like a
madman.

My Lord Govinda, because of separation
from You, I consider even a moment a great
millennium. Tears flow from My eyes like
torrents of rain, and I see the entire world as
void.

In His agitated, despairing state of sepa-
ration from Krsna, a day seemed never to
end; each moment seemed an eternity.
One moment felt so excrutiatingly painful
that the Lord described Himself as “burn-
ing alive in a slow fire.” Yet far from being
any ordinary madness and suffering of this
material world, the Lord’s pain and emo-
tion were the highest transcendental ec-
stasy. In the mood of Srimati Radharani —
whose mind becomes agitated whenever
Krsna tests Her love by feigning indiffer-
ence to Her, and in whom the ecstatic
symptoms of envy, eagerness, humility,
zeal, and supplication would sometimes
combine— Lord Caitanya recited the last
verse of His Siksastaka. This verse of ad-
vanced devotion voices Radharani’s senti-
ments while speaking to Her close friends.

Let Krsna tightly embrace this maidservant,

who has fallen at His lotus feet. Let Him

trample Me or break My heart by never
being visible to Me. He is a debauchee, after
all, and can do whatever He likes, but He is
still none other than the worshipable Lord of
My heart.

Radharani is the topmost devotee of
Krsna. In this verse She expresses the
purest sentiments of love between lover
and beloved, which is the essence of Lord
Caitanya’s teachings: the highest love is
realized when one loves Krsna as the Lord
of one’s life unconditionally. Uncondi-
tional love means that the beloved may or
may not reciprocate that love, but it makes

The room where Lord Caitanya lived and shared His ecstatic moods with His intimate associates.

no difference to the lover. This is the stan-
dard of love taught by Lord Caitanya. If
Krsna derives happiness by putting His
devotee in distress, that distress becomes
the devotee’s happiness. In other words,
the only happiness for an unconditional
lover is the happiness of the beloved, even
at the cost of his or her own happiness.
This standard of love cannot be realized
in this material world. Sometimes it is said
that a mother’s love is the purest love in
this world, but we often see nowadays that
mothers kill their own unborn children
rather than tolerate inconvenience on their
child’s behalf. Still, even if somehow we
were to catch a glimpse of unconditional
love in our material relationships, the hap-

piness of such love would be marred by
fear of infidelity, disease, old age, and the
other inevitable shortcomings of material
existence. Finally, death separates even
the most ardent lovers. Practically speaking,
therefore, there is no comparison be-
tween eternal love of God and the tempo-
rary, so-called loving relationships of this
material world. Transcendental love is like
gold; mundane love is like iron.

Kaviraja Gosvami concludes this portion
of his narrative on the life and precepts of
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu by explaining
that it was only to advertise the pure stan-
dard of love that the Lord came to this
material world, composed the Siksastaka
verses, and explained their meanings. &
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

The Illusioned Society

This is a continuation of a conversation
between His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakiti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada and a guest—
Dr. Christian Hauser, a psychiatrist—
that took place in Stockholm in September
1973.

Dr. Hauser: Although these designa-
tions— “I am Chinese,” “I am African,”
“I am American” —all these are false,
still they sort of drive society on.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Therefore we
say this society is illusioned —because it
is driven on by maya, illusion.

You remember how on our morning
walk I showed you an example of illu-
sion. When we look into a pool of water,
we may think we are seeing the sun—
but in fact, we are seeing only the sun’s
reflection, an illusion.

“This is maya, illusion,” I told you. In
the pool there is no sun, but it appears
like a sun. Exactly like a sun. And it
even appears to be illuminating. Now,
one who is less intelligent—he’ll look
and say, “Oh, here is a sun! Another
sun!” So he’s a madman. One who thinks
the sun’s reflection in a pool is the real
sun—he’s illusioned. He’s mad.

And if one looks at all these bodies we
have in this temporary world—these
material reflections of our spiritual
bodies—and if he thinks, “Oh, here is
my real self!” he’s a madman. He is in
illusion.

So as you can see, our Krsna conscious-
ness movement is truly a psychiatric
movement,

Dr. Hauser: Oh, yes, yes. In a way.
[ yes,

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. We are taking
people out of the illusioned, dreaming
state to the awakened state of spiritual
consciousness, Krsna consciousness.
Dr. Hauser: But it also seems to me that
by gaining this consciousness, you can
skip a lot of the hard work that it takes in
ordinary analysis or in group therapy,
for example.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. No hard work.
Dr. Hauser: But you surely have to work
a lot with yourself to gain this spiritual
insight.

Srila Prabhupada: No. It is very easy.
Very easy. For instance, we recommend

N

this chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra.
Anyone can chant. Even a child can
chant.

Dr. Hauser: I was saying that you
seem not to need specific processes di-
rected toward insight, although you are
probably after the same kind of insight
as we in the field of psychiatry.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, but the tradi-
tional Vedic method is so very easy. We
ask our students to refrain from four
prohibited activities, namely illicit sex,
gambling, intoxication, and meat-eating.
Avoid these prohibited activities—and
chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. Chant
the Lord’s holy names. Then you will
become sane, Krsna conscious. Itis very
easy.

Dr. Hauser: Yes, it sounds easy. I hope
it works.

Srila Prabhupada: All around you here,
you see the examples of how well it
works. You see how godly and sane
these students are. And what has caused
this? I have not given them a bribe or
anything so that they will conduct them-
selves in a godly way and talk favorably.
[Laughter.] You can talk with them and
find out the cause for their godly, sane
behavior.

Dr. Hauser: Yes, I've talked to them,
and that’s why I’'m here.

Srila Prabhupada: So you know. The
process is simple and easy.

Dr. Hauser: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: And we don’t charge
anything. But you charge, of course,
something.

Dr. Hauser: Oh, yes. [Laughter.]

Srila Prabhupada: But we don’t charge
anything. It’s free. In 1965 I delivered
this treatment to America, and now it is
becoming effective all over the world.

So I think you should adopt this means.
It is such a simple method: don’t charge
anything; simply ask people to chant the
Lord’s holy names and to avoid these
four prohibited activities. They’ll be
cured.

Sarvopadhi-vinirmuktam tat-paratvena
nirmalam: by following these simple
spiritual means, we free ourselves from
all our dreamlike, illusory designations—
those dirty things that now cover our
heart.

And then, hrsikena hrsikesa-sevanam
bhaktir ucyate: as soon as these illusory
designations are gone and we know that
our bodies—temporary though they may
be—belong to God, not to China or
Germany or England, then we can en-
gage our bodies in the service of the
Lord. That is Krsna consciousness.

Dr. Hauser: But one . . . one very nor-
mal problem that I meet very often in
patients is insecurity. People lack the se-
curity to feel that they can believe in
something. Always there is . . . very
often there is an ambivalence. “Should I
believe? Should I not believe? I have a
doubt.” You should understand. Sway-
ing to and fro.

Srila Prabhupada: No, you can experi-
ence. It is not a matter of belief or dis-
belief. Suppose you are hungry. I give
you some food. I say, ““You are hungry—
take this food.” So, when you take this
food, you'll experience. “Yes, my hunger
is now satisfied.” It is not a matter of
belief or disbelief. “I can feel it. I'm get-
ting strength.” You experience it directly.

Of course, if you don’t eat the food,
then how can you experience that your
hunger is satisfied? You must eat. So we
say, “Chant Hare Krsna.” Immediately
the relief begins. o]

(To be continued.)
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Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the “cream of the Vedic literatures” of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The origi-
nal Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: “The Status Quo”

CHAPTER ELEVEN
Calculation of Time, From the Atom

As our serialized presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam continues, the
great sage Maitreya describes to Vidura, an eternal associate of the Lord,
the divisions of time in the life of the first created living being, Brahma,
and the cause of all causes, Lord Krsna.

TEXT 22

et gaws afgmm G |
IR foran ara aftwiiefs fags 1R

tri-lokya yuga-sahasram
bahir abrahmano dinam
tavaty eva nisa tata
yan nimilati visva-srk

tri-lokyah—of the three worlds; yuga—the four yugas; sahasram—
one thousand; bahih—outside of; abrahmanah—up to Brahmaloka;
dinam—is a day; tavati—a similar (period); eva—certainly; nisa—is
night; tata—O dear one; yat—because; nimilati—goes to sleep; visva-
srk—Brahma,

TRANSLATION

Outside of the three planetary systems [Svarga, Martya and
Patala], the four yugas multiplied by one thotisand comprise one
day on the planet of Brahma. A similar period comprises a night of
Brahma, in which the creator of the universe goes to sleep.

PURPORT

When Brahmia goes to sleep in his nighttime, the three planetary
systems below Brahmaloka are all submerged in the water of devastation.
In his sleeping condition, Brahmi dreams about the Garbhodakasayi
Visnu and takes instruction from the Lord for the rehabilitation of the
devastated area of space.

TEXT 23

frymam TNt STEedisTaa |
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nisdvasdna drabdho
loka-kalpo 'nuvartate
yavad dinari bhagavato
maniin bhufijarhs catur-dasa

nis@—night; avasdne—termination; drabdhah—beginning from;
loka-kalpah—further creation of the three worlds; anuvartate—
follows; ydvat—until; dinam—the daytime; bhagavatah—of the lord
(Brahmi); maniin—the Manus; bhuiijan—existing through; catuh-
dasa—fourteen.

TRANSLATION

After the end of Brahma’s night, the creation of the three
worlds begins again in the daytime of Brahma, and they continue
to exist through the life durations of fourteen consecutive Manus,
or fathers of mankind.

PURPORT
At the end of the life of each Manu there are shorter dissolutions also.

TEXT 24
W & wS ATy A Qwea (11281

svam svam kalarh manur bhurikte

sadhikam hy eka-saptatim

svam—own; svam—accordingly; kalam—duration of life; manuh—
Manu; bhurikte—enjoys; sa-adhikdm—a little more than; hi—certainly;
eka-saptatim—seventy-one.

TRANSLATION

Each and every Manu enjoys a life of a little more than seventy-
one sets of four millenniums.

PURPORT

The duration of life of a Manu comprises seventy-one sets of four
millenniums, as described in the Visnu Purdana. The duration of life of
one Manu is about 852,000 years in the calculation of the demigods, or,
in the calculation of human beings, 306,720,000 years.

TEXT 25
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manvantaresu manavas
tad-vamsya rsayah surah

bhavanti caiva yugapat
suresas canu ye ca tdn

manu-antaresu—after the dissolution of each and every Manu;
manavah—other Manus; tat-vam$ydh—and their descendants;
rsayah—the seven famous sages; surdh—devotees of the Lord;
bhavanti—flourish; ca eva—also all of them; yugapat—simultaneously;
sura-is$ah—demigods like Indra; ca—and; anu—followers; ye—all;
ca—also; tdn—them.

TRANSLATION

After the dissolution of each and every Manu, the next Manu
comes in order, along with his descendants, who rule over the dif-
ferent planets; but the seven famous sages, and demigods like
Indra and their followers, such as the Gandharvas, all appear
simultaneously with Manu.
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PURPORT

There are fourteen Manus in one day of Brahma, and each of them has
different descendants.
TEXT 26
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esa dainan-dinah sargo
brahmas trailokya-vartanah

tiryan-nr-pitr-devanar
sambhavo yatra karmabhih

esah—all these creations; dainam-dinah—daily; sargah—creation;
brahmah—in terms of the days of Brahma; trailokya-vartanah—
revolution of the three worlds; tiryak—animals lower than the human
beings; nr—human beings; pitr—of the Pita planets; devanam—of the
demigods; sambhavah—appearance; yatra—wherein; karmabhih—in
the cycle of fruitive activities.

TRANSLATION

In the creation, during Brahma’s day, the three planetary
systems—Svarga, Martya and Patala—revolve, and the inhabitants,
including the lower animals, human beings, demigods and Pitas,
appear and disappear in terms of their fruitive activities.

TEXT 27
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manvantaresu bhagavan
bibhrat sattvam sva-mirtibhih
manv-adibhir idarh viSvam
avaty udita-paurusah

manu-antaresu—in each change of Manu; bhagavan—the Per-
sonality of Godhead; bibhrat—manifesting; sattvam—His internal po-
tency; sva-miirtibhih—by His different incarnations; manu-adibhih—as
Manus; idam—this; viSvam—the universe; avati—maintains; udita—
discovering; paurusah—divine potencies.

TRANSLATION

In each and every change of Manu, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead appears by manifesting His internal potency in different
incarnations, as Manu and others. Thus He maintains the universe
by discovered power.

TEXT 28
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tamo-mdtram updadaya
pratisariruddha-vikramah
kalenanugatasesa
dste tasnim dindtyaye

tamah—the mode of ignorance, or the darkness of night; matram—
an insignificant portion only; updddya—accepting; pratisararuddha-
vikramah—suspending all power of manifestation; kdlena—by means of
the eternal kdla; anugata—merged in; asesah—innumerable living en-
tities; dste—remains; tdsnim—silent; dina-atyaye—at the end of the
day.
TRANSLATION

At the end of the day, under the insignificant portion of the
mode of darkness, the powerful manifestation of the universe
merges in the darkness of night. By the influence of eternal time,
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the innumerable living entities remain merged in that dissolution,
and everything is silent.

PURPORT

This verse is_an explanation of the night of Brahma, which is the
effect of the influence of time in touch with an insignificant portion of
the modes of material nature in darkness. The dissolution of the three
worlds is effected by the incarnation of darkness, Rudra, represented by
the fire of eternal time which blazes over the three worlds. These three
worlds are known as Bhih, Bhuvah and Svah (Patala, Martya and
Svarga). The innumerable living entities merge into that dissolution,
which appears to be the dropping of the curtain of the scene of the
Supreme Lord’s energy, and so everything becomes silent.

TEXT 29
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tam evanv api dhiyante
loka bhar-adayas trayah

nis@yam anuvritayam
nirmukta-sasi-bhaskaram

tam—that; eva—certainly; anu—after; api dhiyante—are out of
sight; lokdh—the planets; bhith-ddayah—the three worlds, Bhibh,
Bhuvah and Svah; trayah—three; niS§dyam—in the night; anuvri-
tadyam—ordinary; nirmukta—without glare; Safi—the moon;
bhaskaram—the sun.
TRANSLATION

When the night of Brahma ensues, all the three worlds are out
of sight, and the sun and the moon are without glare, just as in the
due course of an ordinary night.

PURPORT

It is understood that the glare of the sun and moon disappear from the
sphere of the three worlds, but the sun and the moon themselves do not
vanish. They appear in the remaining portion of the universe, which is
beyond the sphere of the three worlds. The portion in dissolution re-
mains without sunrays or moonglow. It all remains dark and full of
water, and there are indefatigable winds, as explained in the following
VEerses.

TEXT 30
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tri-lokyam dahyamanayam
Saktya sankarsandgnind

ydanty dsmand maharlokdj
janar bhrgv-adayo ’'rditah

tri-lokydm—when the spheres of the three worlds; dahyamd-
nayam—being set ablaze; Saktyd—by the potency; sankarsana—from
the mouth of Sankarsana; agnind—by the fire; yanti—they go;
dsmand—heated by the warmth; mahah-lokdt—from Maharloka;
janam—to Janaloka; bhrgu—the sage Bhrgu; ddayah—and others; ar-
ditah—being so distressed.

TRANSLATION

The devastation takes place due to the fire emanating from the
mouth of Sankargana, and thus great sages like Bhrgu and other
inhabitants of Maharloka transport themselves to Janaloka, being
distressed by the warmth of the blazing fire which rages through
the three worlds below.

TEXT 31
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tavat tri-bhuvanam sadyah
kalpantaidhita-sindhavah

plavayanty utkatatopa-
canda-vdteritormayah

tavat—then; tri-bhuvanam—all the three worlds; sadyah—im-
mediately after; kalpa-anta—in the beginning of the devastation;
edhita—inflated; sindhavah—all the oceans; plavayanti—inundate;
uthata—violent; dtopa—agitation; canda—hurricane; vdta—by winds;
irita—blown; drmayah—waves.

TRANSLATION

At the beginning of the devastation all the seas overflow, and
hurricane winds blow very violently. Thus the waves of the seas
become ferocious, and in no time at all the three worlds are full of
water.

: PURPORT

It is said that the blazing fire from the mouth of Sankarsana rages for
one hundred years of the demigods, or 36,000 human years. Then for
another 36,000 years there are torrents of rain, accompanied by violent
winds and waves, and the seas and oceans overflow. These reactions of
72,000 years are the beginning of the partial devastation of the three
worlds. People forget all these devastations of the worlds and think
themselves happy in the material progress of civilization. This is called
mdyd, or “‘that which is not.”

TEXT 32
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antah sa tasmin salila
dste 'nantasano harih

yoga-nidra-nimilaksah
stiyamdno jandlayaih

antah—within; sah—that; tasmin—in that; salile—water; daste—
there is; ananta—Ananta; dsanah—on the seat of; harih—the Lord:
yoga—mystic; nidra—sleep; nimila-aksah—eyes closed; stiiya-
mdnah—being glorified; jana-alayaih—by the inhabitants of the
Janaloka planets.

TRANSLATION

The Supreme Lord, the Personality of Godhead, lies down in the
water on the seat of Ananta, with His eyes closed, and the inhabi-
tants of the Janaloka planets offer their glorious prayers unto the
Lord with folded hands.

PURPORT

We should not understand the sleeping condition of the Lord to be the
same as our sleep. Here the word yoga-nidra is specifically mentioned,
which indicates that the Lord’s sleeping condition is also a manifestation
of His internal potency. Whenever the word yoga is used it should be
understood to refer to that which is transcendental. In the transcendental
stage all activities are always present, and they are glorified by prayers of
great sages like Bhrgu.

TEXT 33
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evam-vidhair aho-rdtraih
kala-gatyopalaksitaih

apaksitam ivdsyapi
paramdyur vayah-satam

evam—thus; vidhaih—by the process of; ahah—days; rdtraih—by
nights; kala-gatyd—advancement of time; upalaksitaih—by such
symptoms; apaksitam—declined; iva—just like; asya—his; api—al-

though; parama-a@yuh—duration of life; vayah—years; Satam—one
hundred.

TRANSLATION

Thus the process of the exhaustion of the duration of life exists
for every one of the living beings, including Lord Brahma, One’s
life endures for only one hundred years, in terms of the times in
the different planets.

PURPORT

Every living being lives for one hundred years in terms of the times in
different planets for different entities. These one hundred years of life
are not equal in every case. The longest duration of one hundred years
belongs to Brahma, but although the life of Brahma is very long, it ex-
pires in the course of time. Brahma is also afraid of his death, and thus
he performs devotional service to the Lord, just to release himself from
the clutches of illusory energy. Animals, of course, have no sense of re-
sponsibility, but even humans, who have developed a sense of respon-
sibility, while away their valuable time without engaging in devotional
service to the Lord; they live merrily, unafraid of impending death. This
is the madness of human society. The madman has no responsibility in
life. Similarly, a human being who does not develop a sense of respon-
sibility before he dies is no better than the madman who tries to enjoy
material life very happily without concern for the future. It is necessary
that every human being be responsible in preparing himself for the next
life, even if he has a duration of life like that of Brahma, the greatest of
all living creatures within the universe.

TEXT 34
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yad ardham ayusas tasya
parardham abhidhiyate

piirvah pardrdho ‘pakranto
hy aparo 'dya pravartate

yat—that which; ardham—half; ayusah—of the duration of life;
tasya—his; parardham—a parardha; abhidhiyate—is called; parvah—
the former; para-ardhah—half of the duration of life: apakrantah—
having passed; hi—certainly; aparah—the latter; adya—in this
millennium; pravartate—shall begin.

TRANSLATION

The one hundred years of Brahma’s life are divided into two
parts, the first half and the second half. The first half of the dura-
tion of Brahma’s life is already over, and the second half is now
current.

PURPORT

The duration of one hundred years in the life of Brahma has already
been discussed in many places in this work, and it is described in
Bhagavad-gita (8.17) also. Fifty years of the life of Brahma are already
over, and fifty years are yet to be completed; then, for Brahma also,

death is inevitable.
TEXT 35
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purvasyddau parardhasya
brahmo ndma mahdn abhit

kalpo yatrabhavad brahma
Sabda-brahmeti yarn viduh

purvasya—of the first half; ddau—in the beginning; para-
ardhasya—of the superior half; brahmah—Brahma-kalpa; ndma—of
the name; mahan—very great; abhit—was manifest; kalpah—
millennium; yatra—whereupon; abhavat—appeared; brahma—Lord
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Brahma; $abda-brahma iti—the sounds of the Vedas; yam—which;
viduh—they know.

TRANSLATION

In the beginning of the first half of Brahma’s life, there was a
millennium called Brahma-kalpa, wherein Lord Brahma appeared.
The birth of the Vedas was simultaneous with Brahma’s birth.

PURPORT

According to Padma Purana (Prabhasa-khanda), in thirty days of
Brahma many kalpas take place, such as the Varaha-kalpa and Pitr-
kalpa. Thirty days make one month of Brahmi, beginning from the full
moon to the disappearance of the moon. Twelve such months coinplete
one year, and fifty years complete one parardha, or one half the duration
of the life of Brahma. The Sveta-varaha appearance of the Lord is the
first birthday of Brahma. The birth date of Brahma is in the month of
March, according to Hindu astronomical calculation. This statement is
reproduced from the explanation of Srila Viévanatha Cakravarti
Thakura.

TEXT 36
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tasyaiva cante kalpo 'bhid
yari padmam abhicaksate

yad dharer nabhi-sarasa
asil loka-saroruham

tasya—of the Brahma-kalpa; eva—certainly; ca—also; ante—at the
end of; kalpah—millennium; abhit—came into existence; yam—
which; pddmam—Padma; abhicaksate—is called; yat—in which;
hareh—of the Personality of Godhead; nabhi—in the navel; sarasah—
from the reservoir of water; dsit—there was; loka—of the universe;
saroruham—lotus.

TRANSLATION

The millennium which followed the first Brahma millennium is
known as the Padma-kalpa because in that millennium the univer-
sal lotus flower grew out of the navel reservoir of water of the
Personality of Godhead, Hari.

PURPORT

The millennium following the Brahma-kalpa is known as the Padma-
kalpa because the universal lotus grows in that millennium. The Padma-
kalpa is also called the Pitr-kalpa in certain Purdnas.

TEXT 37
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ayam tu kathitah kalpo
dvittyasyapi bharata

vardha iti vikhydto
yatrasic chakaro harih

ayam—this; tu—but; kathitah—known as; kalpah—the current
millennium; dvitiyasya—of the second half; api—certainly; bharata—
O descendant of Bharata; vardhah—Varaha; iti—thus; vikhydtah—is
celebrated; yatra—in which; dsit—appeared; sikarah—hog shape;
harih—the Personality of Godhead.

TRANSLATION

O descendant of Bharata, the first millennium in the second half
of the life of Brahmai is also known as the Vardha millennium be-
cause the Personality of Godhead appeared in that millennium as
the hog incarnation,
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PURPORT

The different millenniums known as the Brahma, Padma and Variha
kalpas appear a little puzzling for the layman. There are some scholars
who think these kalpas to be one and the same. According to Srila
Viévanatha Cakravarti, the Brahma-kalpa in the beginning of the first
half appears to be the Padma-kalpa. We can, however, simply abide by
the text and understand that the present millennium is in the second half
of the duration of the life of Brahma.

TEXT 38
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kalo *yari dvi-parardhakhyo
nimesa upacaryate
avyakrtasydnantasya
hy anader jagad-atmanah
kalah—eternal time; ayam—this (as measured by Brahma’s duration
of life): dvi-parardha-akhyah—measured by the two halves of
Brahma’s life; nimesah—less than a second; upacaryate—is so
measured; avydkrtasya—of one who is unchanged; anantasya—
of the unlimited; hi—certainly; anddeh—of the beginningless; jagat-
dtmanah—of the soul of the universe.

TRANSLATION

The duration of the two parts of Brahma’s life, as above men-
tioned, is calculated to be equal to one nimesa [less than a second]
for the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is unchanging and
unlimited and is the cause of all causes of the universe.

PURPORT

The great sage Maitreya has given a considerable description of the
time of different dimensions, beginning from the atom up to the dura-
tion of the life of Brahma. Now he attempts to give some idea of the time
of the unlimited Personality of Godhead. He just gives a hint of His un-
limited time by the standard of the life of Brahma. The entire duration of
the life of Brahma is calculated to be less than a second of the Lord's
time, and it is explained in the Brahma-sarhita (5.48) as follows:

yasyaika-nisvasita-kalam athavalambya
jivanti loma-vilaja jagad-anda-nathah

vispur mahan sa itha yasya kala-viseso
govindam adi-purusari tam aham bhajami

*I worship Govinda, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the cause of
all causes, whose plenary portion is Maha-Visnu. All the heads of the in-
numerable universes [the Brahmis] live only by taking shelter of the
time occupied by one of His breaths.” The impersonalists do not believe
in the form of the Lord, and thus they would hardly believe in the Lord’s
sleeping. Their idea is obtained by a poor fund of knowledge; they
calculate everything in terms of man’s capacity. They think that the exis-
tence of the Supreme is just the opposite of active human existence; be-
cause the human being has senses, the Supreme must be without sense
perception; because the human being has a form, the Supreme must be
formless; and because the human being sleeps, the Supreme must not
sleep. Sr:‘mad-Bhdgavatam, however, does not agree with such imper-
sonalists. It is clearly stated herein that the Supreme Lord rests in yoga-
nidra, as previously discussed. And because He sleeps, naturally He must
breathe, and the Brahma-samhitd confirms that within His breathing
period innumerable Brahmas take birth and die.

There is complete agreement between Srimad-Bhagavatam and the
Brahma-sammhita. Eternal time is never lost along with the life of
Brahma. It continues, but it has no ability to control the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead because the Lord is the controller of time. In the
spiritual world there is undoubtedly time, but it has no control over ac-
tivities, Time is unlimited, and the spiritual world is also unlimited,
since everything there exists on the absolute plane.
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TEXT 39
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kalo ’yar paramanv-adir
dvi-pardrdhénta iSvarah

naivesituri prabhur bhimna
Svaro dhdma-maninam

kalah—the eternal time; ayam—this; parama-anu—atom; adih—
beginning from; dvi-parardha—two superdurations of time; antah—to
the end; #varah—controller; na—never; eva—certainly; iSitum—to
control; prabhuh—capable; bhimnah—of the Supreme; &varah—con-
troller; dhama-maninam—of those who are body conscious.

TRANSLATION

Eternal time is certainly the controller of different dimensions,
from that of the atom up to the superdivisions of the duration of
Brahma’s life; but, nevertheless, it is controlled by the Supreme.
Time can control only those who are body conscious, even up to
the Satyaloka or the other higher planets of the universe.

TEXT 40
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vikdraih sahito yuktair
visesadibhir dvrtah
andakoso bahir ayam
paiicasat-koti-vistrtah

vikdraih—by the transformation of the elements; sahitah—along
with; yuktaih—being so amalgamated; viSesa—manifestations; adi-
bhih—by them; dvrtah—covered; dnda-kosah—the universe; bahih—
outside; ayam—this; parcasat—fifty; koti—ten million; vistrtah—
widespread.

TRANSLATION

This phenomenal material world is expanded to a diameter of
four billion miles, as a combination of eight material elements
transformed into sixteen further categories, within and without,
as follows.

PURPORT

As explained before, the entire material world is a display of sixteen
diversities and eight material elements. The analytical studies of the ma-
terial world are the subject matter of Sankhya philosophy. The first six-
teen diversities are the eleven senses and five sense objects, and the eight
elements are the gross and subtle matter, namely earth, water, fire, air,
sky, mind, intelligence and ego. All these combined together are dis-
tributed throughout the entire universe, which extends diametrically to
four billion miles. Besides this universe of our experience, there are in-
numerable other universes. Some of them are bigger than the present
one, and all of them are clustered together under similar material
elements as described below.

TEXT 41
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dasottaradhikair yatra
pravistah paramanuvat

laksyate 'ntar-gatds canye
kotiso hy anda-rasayah

dasa-uttara-adhikaih—with ten times greater thickness; yafra—in
which; pravistah—entered; parama-anu-vat—like atoms; laksyate—it
(the mass of universes) appears; antah-gatah—come together; ca—andj;

anye—in the other; kofiSah—clustered; hi—for; anda-rasayah—huge
combination of universes.

TRANSLATION

The layers of elements covering the universes are each ten times
thicker than the one before, and all the universes clustered
together appear like atoms in a huge combination.

PURPORT

The coverings of the universes are also constituted of the elements of
earth, water, fire, air and ether, and each is ten times thicker than the
one before. The first covering of the universe is earth, and it is ten times
thicker than the universe itself. If the universe is four billion miles in
size, then the size of the earthly covering of the universe is four billion
times ten. The covering of water is ten times greater than the earthly
covering, the covering of fire is ten times greater than the watery cover-
ing, the covering of air is ten times greater than that of the fire, the
covering of ether is ten times greater still than that of air, and so on. The
universe within the coverings of matter appears to be like an atom. in
comparison to the coverings, and the number of universes is unknown
even to those who can estimate the coverings of the universes.
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tad ahur aksaram brahma
sarva-karana-kdranam

visnor dhdma param sdksat
purusasya mahdtmanah

tat—that; dhuh—is said; aksaram—infallible; brahma—the
supreme; sarva-kdrana—all causes; kdranam—the supreme cause;
visnoh dhama—the spiritual abode of Visnu; param—the supreme; sak-
sat—without doubt; purusasya—of the purusa incarnation; mahdt-
manah—of the Maha-Visnu.

TRANSLATION

The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna, is therefore
said to be the original cause of all causes. Thus the spiritual abode
of Visnu is eternal without a doubt, and it is also the abode of
Maha-Visnu, the origin of all manifestations.

PURPORT

Lord Maha-Visnu, who is resting in yoga-nidra on the Causal Ocean
and creating innumerable universes by His breathing process, only tem-
porarily appears in the mahat-tattva for the temporary manifestation of
the material worlds. He is a plenary portion of Lord Sri Krsna, and thus
although He is nondifferent from Lord Krsna, His formal appearance in
the material world as an incarnation is temporary. The original form of
the Personality of Godhead is actually the svaripa, or real form, and He
eternally resides in the Vaikuntha world (Visnuloka). The word mahat-
manah is used here to indicate Mahi-Visnu, and His real manifestation
is Lord Krsna, who is called parama, as confirmed in the Brahma-
sarihitd:

ivarah paramah krsnah
sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah

anadir adir govindah
sarva-kdrana-kdranam

*““The Supreme Lord is Krsna, the original Personality of Godhead known
as Govinda. His form is eternal, full of bliss and knowledge, and He is
the original cause of all causes.”

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Eleventh
Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled “Calculation of Time, From
the Atom.”

(continued in next issue)
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G‘llnel!dﬂe Florida— HI'HH]9N W. 1st Ave., 32601/ (904) 375-2884
Hartford, Connecucut—lﬁB] Main St., E. H:mford 06108/ (203) 289-7252
Honolulu, Hawaii—51 Coelho Way, 96817/ (808) 595-3947
Houston, Texas—1320 W, 34th St. 77018/ (713) 686-4482
Laguna Beach, California—285 Legion St., 92651/ (714) 494-7029
Lake Huntington, New York—FP.O. Box 388, 12752/ (914) 932-8273
Long Island, New York—197 S. Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ (516) 378-6184
Los Angeles, California—3764 Warseka Ave., 90034/ (213) 836-2676
Miami, Florida— 1601 5. W. 20th St. (mail: P.O. Box 1813, 32790)
Miami Beach, Florida—2445 Collins Ave., 33140/ (305) 531-0331
Morgantown, West Virginia—2322 Beverley Ave., 26505/ (304) 292-6725
New Orleans, Louisinna—2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ (504) 488-7433
New York, New York—305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ (718) 855-6714
New York, New York—46 Greenwich Ave., Manhattan 10011/ (212) 924-8083
Orlando, Florida—667 Mizzel St., 32789/ (305) 628-5452
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—51 W. Allens Lane, 19119/ (215) 247-4600
Providence, Rhode Island—23 Preston St., 02906/ (401) 273-9010
St. Louis, Missouri—3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ (314) 535-8085
San Dlego, California—1030 (_l“:mnd Ave , Pacific Beach, 92109/ (619) 483-2500

an Fi y CA—DBhakri Institute & Fellowship, 84 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-8647
Seattle, WI!'II.I!‘]IDII—3| 14 E. Pine St., 93[22! (206) 329-7011
State College. 103 E. Hamilton Ave., 16801/ (814) 234-1867

Ta[hlnuuee Flcmda—lSZB Nylic St. (mal! P.O. Box 2(}221. 32304)/ (904) 681-9258
Tampa, Florida—2506 Azecle St., 33606/ (B13) 875-0478
Topanga, California—20395 Cal]cn Dr., 90290/ (213) 455-1658
Towaco, NJ—(mail: P.O. Box 109, 07082)/ (201) 299-0970
Washington, D.C.—10310 Oaklyn Rd., Potomac, Maryland, 20854/ (301) 299-2100
Washington, D.C.—2128 O St. N.W., 20037/ (202) 293-0825
FARM COMMUNITIES
Caddo, Oklahoma (New Kurukgetra)—Route 1, Box 296, 74729/ (405) 367-2331
Clrr!e:!, Mississippi (New Talavan)—Route 2, Box 449, 39426/ (601) 798-8533
Gainesville, Florida (New Ramana-reti)—Box 819, Alachua, Florida 32615/ (904) 462-9046
Greenfield, Illinois—Rt. 2, Box 27, 62044 (contact ISKCON St. Louis)
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill)— (contact Gurabo)
H.il[sbomuxh North C:mll.na (New Goloka)—Rt. 6, Box 701, 27278/ (919) 732-6492
Mulberry, T Murs ka)—M;
New Vrindaban, W. Virginia—R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/ (304) 843-1600
Ninole, Hawaii (New Krgnaloka)—F.O. Box 108, 96773/ (808) 595-3947
Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Giti-nagari)—R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ (717) 527-4101
Three Rivers, CA (Bhaktivedanta Village) —44799 Dinely Dr., 93271/ (209) 561-3302
RESTAURANTS
Dallas—Kalachandji's (at ISKCON Dallas)
Detroit—Govinda's (at ISKCON Detroit)/ (313) 331-6740
Los Angeles—Govinda's, 9624 Venice Blvd., Culver City, 90230/ (213) 836-1269
New Orleans—Govinda's, 1309 Decatur St., New Orleans, 70116/ (504) 522-3538
New Vrindaban—Palace of Gold Rcst'l:lmnrf (304) 843-1233 (open May—Nov.)
St. Louis—Govinda's (contact St. Louis)/ (314) 535-8085
San Diego—3102 University Ave., North Park, CA 92104/ (619) 284-4827
San Francisco—]agannatha's Cart, 57 Jessie St., 94105/ (415) 495-3083
San Francisco—The Higher Taste, 775 Frederick St., 94117/ (415) 661-7290
San Francisco—The Seven Mothers, 86 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-9703
San Juan, Puerto Rico—Govinda, Tetuan 153, Viejo San Juan, 00903/ (809) 725-4885

EUROPE

ENGLAND AND IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland—23 Wellingron Park, Belfast BT9 6DL/ 668874

i Project, Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ (615) 759-7331

International Society forl

CENTERS AROU

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A(

Dublin, Ireland—Blackcastle Organic Farm, Navan, County Meath/ 21751
London, England (city)—10 Soho St., Londan W1/ (01) 437-8442
London, England (country)—Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Wartford,
Hentfordshire WD2 8EP/ (09276) 7244

FARM COMMUNITIES
Glengariff, Ireland (Krsna- nagarl} County('.‘o&
Lake Island of Inis Rath—Li gh, Northemn Ireland/ 21512
London, England— (contact Bhakuvedama Mamr}

RESTAURANTS
Belfast, Northern Ireland—Brooklands, 140 Upper L Lane, D y/ 621757
Dub].m. Ireland—Blackcastle Organic Farm, Navan, County Meath/ 21751
London—Govinda's, 9-10 Soho St./ 01-437-8442

ITALY
Bari—Via Nazionale 10A, Palese (BA) T0057/ (080) 321428
Bologna—Via Saliceto 1, 40013 Castelmaggiore (BO)/ (51) 700-868
Catania—Via San Nicold al Borgo 28, 95128 Catania, Sicily/ (95) 552-252
Naples—Via Torricelli 77, 80059 Torre del Greco (NA)/ (81) 881-5431
Padua—Via delle Granze 107, 35040 Loc. Camin (PD) (49) 760-007
Pisa—Via delle Colline, Loc. La Meridiana, 56030 Perignano (PI)/ (587) 616-194
Rome—Via di Tor Tre Teste 142, 00169 Roma/ (6) 263-157
Turin—Strada Berra 15/1, Loc. Tetti Gariglio, 10025 Pino Torinese (TO)/ (11) 840-957
Varese—Via Volta 19, 21013 Gallarate (VA)/ (331) 783-268

FARM COMMUNITY

Florence (Villa Vindivana)—Via Communale degli Scopeti 108, S. Andrea in Percussina,
San Casciano Val di Pesa (Fi) 50026/ (55) 820-054
RESTAURANTS
Milan—Govinda, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano/ (2) 862-417
Rome—Govinda's, Via di San Simone 73/A, 00186 Roma/ (6) 654-8856

OTHER CO!
A d Holland—Keizersgracht 94/ (020) 24-94-10
Ath G Bhaktivedanta Cultural Assoc., 133 Solonos Se./ 30-1-364-1618

N, Sl

gen 6, 5000 Bergen/ (05} 2905 45

Copenhasen, Denmrk—Go\rmda 's, Soldalen 21, 2100 Copenhagen/ (01) 18-43-78
Diidingen, Switzerland—Im Stillen Tal, CH3186 Didingen (FR)/ (037) 43-26-98
Gmhenburg, Swtdtn—Guvsnda's Viistra Hamngatan 20, 41117 Géthenburg/ (031) 116166
Gird, 140 32 Grodinge/ 0753-29151

Heliinkl, leandv—-Govmda 's, Jakirinkaru 10D, Helsinki 15/ (065) 0039

Heidelberg, W. Germany—Kiirfursten Anlage 5, 6900 Heidelberg/ 06221-15101

Madrid, Spain—Calle del Tutor No. 27, Madrid 3! (9)1- 24? 6667
Paris, l’nnce—Charcau d'E ille, il le Haudouin, 60950/ (4) 454-0400
Sepmn B:lmum—Chateau de Petit Somme, Sf:pmn 5482 035-322480

22, 112 40 Stockholm/ 08-549002

Strasbourg, France—2 rue Sellenick, 6?003 Strasbourg/ 16 (88) 25 50 33

Vienna, Austria—Center for Vedic Studies, Am Lugeck 1-2, 1010 Wien/ (0222) 52-98-25
Ziirich, Switzerland—Bergstrasse 54, 8032 Ziirich/ (01) 69-32-79

FARM COMMUNITIES
Almviks Giird, Swaden—r\[mwks Gird, ISS-OOJhma.f (46) 755-5 Oﬁ
Bavarian Forest (Bayrisch ald), W. G y (Nava ]waél rsithha-Ksetra) —
(contact Heidelberg)

Brihuega, Spain (New Vraja Mandala)—(Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ (11) 280018
Lugano, Switzerland—The Gokula Project, La Pampa, 6981 Sessa (Malcantone) T/ (091) 73-25-73
Valencay, France (New Miyidpur)—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ (54) 40-26-88

RESTAURANT
Paris—L'arbre 4 Souhaits, 15 Rue du Jour, 75001 Paris/ 233-27-69.

AUSTRALASIA

AUSTRALIA

Adel.llde—ﬁg Belair Rd., Kingswood, South Australia 5062 (mail: P. O. Box 235, Kingswood)/
(08) 27204

Brulmne—‘?s Bank Road, Graceville, Queensland 4075 (mail: P.O. Box 649, Toowong, Q'land.
4066)/ (07) 3791996

Cairns—69 Spence St., Caims, Queensland 4870 (mail: P.O. Box 5238, Cairns Mail Centre,
'land. 4870)/ (070) 513601

Canberra—19 State Circle, Forrest (mail: P.O. Box 567, Civic Square, Canberra, A.C.T. 2608)/
(062) 953774

Hobart—63 King St., Sandy Bay, Tasmania 7005/ (mail: P.O. Box 579)/ (002) 234569

Melbourne—197 ['.huks St., Albert Park, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ (03) 6995122

N?Etzl; g;;lr;y-—lsﬂ Falcon St., N. Sydney, N.S.W. 2060 (mail: G.P.O. Box 2766, Sydney 2001}/

1

Perth—590 William St., Mt. Lawley, West Australia 6050 (mail: P.O. Box 598, W. Perth, W. A.
6005)/ (09) 3289171

Surfer's Pmd.ln—ﬂ‘)ﬁ Gold Coast Hmhwa\f, Surfer's Paradise, Q'land. 4217/ (075) 501642

Sydney—112 D b/ New South Wales 2010 (mail: P.O. Box 159,
KlngsCmss N.S.W. 201 1)/ {02} 3575162

FARM COMMUNITIES

Colo (Bhaktivedanta Ashram)—Lot 11, Upper Colo Rd., Central Calo, New South Wales 2756
(mail: P.O. Box 157, Wmdwr N.S. W 2765)/ (045) 755284

Murwillumbah (New G —"Eungella," Tyalgum Rd. via Murwillumbah,
New South Wales 2484 (mail: P.O. Box 687) (066) 72 304?

Riverina (New Gaudadesh)—Old Renmark Rd., via Wentworth, New South Wales 2648
(mail: P.O. Box 2446, Mildura, Victoria 3500)/ [050] 178226

RESTAURANTS

Adelaide—Govinda's, 13 Frome St., Adelaide, S.A. 5000/ (08) 2237726

Brisbane—Food for Life, 252 Geoq;e St., Brisbane, Q'land 4000

Cairns—Gopal's (at ISKCON Caimns)

Melbourne—Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., Vic. 3000/(03) 631578

Melbourne—Crossways, 1stFl., 11-15 Ellzabcth St., Vic. 3000/ (03) 622800

Surfer’s Paradise—Healthy, Weni(hv. and Wise, 2995 Gold Coast Hwy., Q'land 4217

Sydney—Gopal's, 18-A Darcy St., Parramatta, N.5.W. 2150/ (02) 635-0638

Sydney—Govinda's and Govinda's Take-away (both at ISKCON Sydney)

Sydney—Hare Krsna Free Food Centre, 231 Victoria St., King’s Cross, N.S.W. 2011
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'C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

NEW ZEALAND AND FIJI

Auckland, New Zealand (New lelun]—Hw 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golf Course)
(mail: R. D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ 412807

Christchurch, 'New Zealand—83 Bealey Ave (mail: P.O. Box 2298, Christchurch)/ (3) 61965

Labasa, Fiji—Delailabasa (mail: Box 133)/ 82912

Lautoka, Fiji—5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ 61-633, ext. 48

Rakira, Fiji—Rewasa (mail: Box 129)/ 94243

Suva, Fiji—P.O. Box 6376, Nasinu/ 391-282

Wellington, New Zealand—2 Kensington St. (mail: P.O. Box 2753, Wellington)/ 850876

RESTAURANT

Auckland, New Zealand—Gopal's, 1st fl., Civic House, 291 Queen St./ (9) 34885

Lautoka, Fiji—Gopal's, Cnr. — Yasawa St. & Naviti St./ 62990

Suwa, Fiji—Cnr. — Pratt St. & Joske St. (opp. Reserve Bank)/ 314154

AFRICA

Abeokuta, Nigeria—Ibadan Rd., Obantoko, behind NET (mail: P.O. Box 5177)

Accra, Ghana—582 Blk. 20, Odokor, Official Town (mail: P.O. Box 01568, Osu)

Benin City, Nigeru—[(am F.sl:ake Rd., off Upper Mission Rd., (mail: P,O. Bax 3681)

Buea, ince (mail: ¢/o Yuh Laban Nkesah. Pand T, VHS)

Durban (Natal), 8. Afﬂl'.ﬂ—PO Box 56003, Chatsworth, 4030/ (31) 435-815

Ibadan, Nigeria—Oba Akintoba St., opp. Unibadan (mail: P.O. Bax 9996 U.1.)

Johannesburg, South Afﬁca—'Misqr Hills," Plot 69, Reitfontein Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 723,
Muldersdrift (Tvl.), 1747)/ (11) 666-2716

Kitwe, Zambia—FP.O. Box 20242

os, Nigeria—No, 2 Murtala Mohammed 1 Airport Exp

(mail: P.O. Box 8793, Lagos)

Mauritius—White House, Celicourt Antelme St., Quatre Bornes (mail: P.O. Box 108,
Quarre Bornes, Mauritius)/ 46804

Mombasa, Kenya—Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.O. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ 312248

Nkawkaw, Ghana—P.O. Box 69, Nkawkaw

Nairobi, Kenya—Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 28946, Nairobi)/ 744365

Port Harcourt, Nigeria—2 Eligham Rd. (comer of Obana Obhan St.), G.R.A. Il
(mail: P.O. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)

Takoradi, Ghana—64 Windy Ridge (mail: P.O. Box 328)

Warr, Nigeria—1 Ogunu St., Bendel Housing Estate, Ugborikoro (P.O. Box 1922, Warri)/ 053-230-262

COl

FARM COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm)—Beau Bois, Bon Acceuil

Mafalul

RESTAURANT
Mauritius—Govinda's, 78, St. Jean Rd., Quatre Bornes/ 42409
ASIA

Af.na ripura— Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799001
medubud Gujarat—7, Kailas Socienr. Ashram Rd., 380 009/ 449935
Bamanbore, Gujarat—N.H. 8-B, Surendranagar (city nﬁ‘u 32 Ananta Nagar, Kalavad Rd.,
Rajkot 360 003)
Bangalore, Karnataka—210, Bellary Road, Sadashiva Nagar, 560 080/ 361 539
Baroda, Gujarat—18, Sujata Society, Gotri Rd., 390 015/ 66499
Bhubaneswar, Orissa—National Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/ 53125
Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 054/ 626-860
Calcutta, W. Bengal—3 Alberr Rd., 700 017/ 443757
Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B 160 0361’4463-4
Chhaygl (H % W. gal “Thakur Haridas i Chhaygharia
B.S: Bonsaon. Dist. 24 Pargon
Gauhati, Assam—Post Bag Nm 127, 781 001
Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ 51018
Imphal, Manipur—Hare Krishna La.nd Airport Road, 795 001
Madras, Tamil Nadu—232 K;IApauk Garden Road, Madras 600 010/ 662286
M.iyipu.r, W Bengli—Shme lvlpurCnandmdn\fa Mandir, P.O. Shree Mayipur Dham (Dist. Nadia)
ban Ingkhon, Tidim R
Nagpur, Maharashtra— 70, Hill Road, Ramnuga: 440010/ 33513
New Delhi—M-119 Greater Kailash 1, 110046/ 6412058
Hare Krsna a, across Chandrabhaga River, Dist. Sholapur, 413304
Plllll, Bihar—Rajendra Nagar Road No. 12, 800 016/ 50765
Peta-Kakani, Andhra

esh—Guntur District
Pune, Maharashtra—4 Tarapoor Rd.
Silchar, .i\llam—Amhﬂmpam Silichar-- 788004, Cachar District
Siliguri, W. Bengal—Subash Pally, Siligury
Surat, Gujarat—Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, Surat, 395005/ 84215
Tirupati, A.P.—No. 37, B Type, T. T. D. Qrs., Vinayaka Nagar, K. T. Rd., 517501/ 2285
Trivandrum, Kerala—T. C. 24/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 695 014/ 68197
Vrindivan, U.P.—Krishna-Balacim Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathura/ 178
FARM COMMUNITIES
Hyderabad, A.P.—P.0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Talue, Hyderabad District, 501 401
Maiyapur, W. Bengal— (contact Miyipur)
RESTAURANTS
Bambly—GDvmda s (al Hare Krishna Lund)
Vrinda Mandir G

O‘I'HF.R COUNTRIES
17, Renon, Denpasar

Elngknk, Thailand—139, Soi Puttha-Osoth, New Road/ 233-2488
Chittagong, Bangladesh—Caitanya Cultural Society, Sri Pundarik Dham, Mekhala, Hathazari/ 108
(city office and mail: 23 Nandan Kanan, Chittagong/ 20-2219)
Colombo, Sri Lanka— 188 New Chetty St., Colombo 13/ 33325
Hun¢ l(nnz—s Homannn St., Flar 23, Kowloon/ 3- 7122630
laran Krsna Indonesia, JL. Kamboja 10-12, Tomang Raya/ 599 301

Yayasan K rna
Kathmandu, Nepal—Sti Kunj Kamaladi/ 2-16368

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia—Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,
Petaling/ 730172

Manila, Philippines—170 R. Fernandez, San Juan, Metro Manila/ 707410

Taipei, Taiwan—(mail: c/o ISKCON Hong Kong)

Tel Aviv, Israel—P.O. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480

Tokyo, Japan—2-41-12 Izumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo T168/ (3) 327-1541
FARM COMMUNITY

Cebu, Philippines (Hare Krsna Paradise)—231 Pagsabungan Rd., Basak, Mandaue Ciry/ 83254
RESTAURANT

Cebu, Philippines—Govinda's, 26 Sanchiangko St.

LATIN AMERICA

BRAZIL 3
Belem, PA—Av. Gentil Bitencourt, Passagem MacDowell, 96 (entre Dr. Morais e Benj. Constant)
Belo Horizonte, MG—Av. Genilio Vargas, 167, Funciondrios/ (031)223-2776
Brasilia, DF—MSPW Quadra 13, conj. 6, Casa 8/ (061) 553-1173
Curitiba, PR—Av. 7 de Setembro, 1594, Alto da Rua 15/ (041) 264-6634
Florianépolis, SC—Rua Ivo Reis Montenegro, 421, Itaguati
Fortaleza, CE—Rua José Lourengo, 2114, Aldeota
Goiania,

GO—Rua 104 Bloco 14, Setor Sul

Pérto Alegre, RS—Rua Tomas Flores, 331, Bonfim
Recife, PE—Rua Maria Digna Cameiro, 6960, Candeias, Jaboatao
Ribeirio Preto, SP—Rua Cerqueira Cesar, 480, Centro
Rio de Janeiro, RJ—Ladeira da Gléria, 98, Gléria/ (021) 285-5643
Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adomo, 17, Brotas/ (071) 244-1072
Santos, SP—Rua Antonio Bento, 92
Sao Paulo, SP—Rua Bom Pastor, 798, Ipiranga (mail: C. P. 4855/ 63-1674
Vitéria, ES—Rua Chafic Murad, 218, Praia do Sod
FARM COMMUNITIES
Pindam, ba, SP (New Gokula)—Bairro Riberao Grande/ (0122) 42-2466
Vrajabhumi—(contact ISKCON Rio)
MEXICO
Guadalajara—Morelos No. 1514, Sector Hildago, Jalisco/ 26-12-78
Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miguel Chapultepec, Mexico, D.F. 18/ (905) 271-0132
Mexico City—Govinda's Cultural Center, Insurgentes Sur 2384-1, Mexico Ciry 01000 D.F./ 548-9323
Monterrey—Calle Casas Grandes, No. 320-A (second floor), Col. Mmas Centro/ 483600
Morelia—Ticateme No. 51 pre., Col. Seilx Im:a SBO?D Morelia, M
Vera Cruz—Calle 3, C: No. 784, Fr ito Reforma/ 50?59
FARM COMMUNITY
Tulancingo, Hidalgo (Nueva Gauda-Mangdala Bhiimi)—(contact Mexico City)
PERU
Arequipa—Jerusalem 402/ 229523
Cuzco—San Juan de Dios 285 Altos/ 222353
Chosica—Parque Echeruﬁm 122
Huancayo—(contact ISKCON Lima)
Lima— Avenida San Martin 135, Barranco/ 670405
Lima, Peru—Jiron Junin No. 415/ 289491
Trujillo—Bolivar 738
FARM COMMUNITY
Asociacion Krishna—Correo De Bella Vista, DPTO, De San Martin
RESTA

U'RANTS
ipa—(at ISKCON Arequipa)
Chosica— (at ISKCON Chosica)
Cuzco—Calle Espdderos 128 (near Plaza de Armas)
Lima—Av. Grau 137, Barranco
Lima—Av. Schell 634, Miraflores

OTHER COUNTRIES

Bomou. Cﬂlnml:k—&mra 44A, No. 22D-bis-57/ 269-3118

i Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054, (1431) Buenos Aires

Cali, Colombh—:\\'cnlda 9 Norte, 17-33/ 621688

Caracas, | Calle Valparaiso con Callején Wash., Quinta “Mam Vieja," El Paraiso/ 461-6559

Christ Clm.::h. Barbados—31 Goodland Park/ (809) 42-84209

Cochabamba, Bolivia—P.O. Box 3988/ 46441

Cunupclﬁn. Chile—Nongiien, 588/ 23150

Amanthl—Mmlewdeo 950, Paso de los Andes/ (051) 262229

Crab reek, Guy Grant 1803, Sec. D, Corentyne, Berbice

Cuenca, Ecuad Pje. P: bamba & Gral. Veintimilla Barrio-las-Chirimollas/ (07) 82-93-58

Georgetown, Guyana—24 Ulitvluge Front, West Coast Demerara

Guayaquil, Ecuador—Velez 1915 (between Carchi & Tulcan)/ 36-16-47

La Paz, Bolivil—Calle 16 Obrajes 460, (mail: P.O. Box 10278)/ 783556

Med:llln bia—Calle 56 (Bolivia), Parque de Bolivar

Mnntwkleo, Uruguay—Pablo de Maria 1427

Panama, R of Panama—Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA No. 10
[mtl PQ Bm: 6-29-54, Panama)/ 681070

Quito, E Carron 641 A / 520466

San Jose, Costa Rica— 100 murs. sureste de aptos. Torre Blanca, Urbanizacién Carmiol, Montes
de Oca, Casa No. 49 (mail: P.O. Box 166, Paseo Estudiantes, Z-1002)

San Salvador, El Salvador—Avenida Universitaria 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Americana, San Salvador (mail: P.O. Box 1506)/ 25 96-17

San Chﬂe—Mmue! Camllo 771, Nunoa/ 392734
Santo blic—Calle C: Rodriguez No. 254
Trinidad and Toblgo, West Indies— Prabhupad: R\re L ille, Ct
FARM COMMUNITIES
Guayagquil, Ecuador (Nmn Nilicala)—(contact Guayaquil)
uyana—Si 1l \-"lllage, yne, East Berbice
San Salvador, El Sal a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitin,
Dpto. de La Libertad
RESTAURANTS

Cuenca, Ecuador—Govinda's, Annexo Hotel, Crespo
Guayaquil, Ecuador—Govinda's (contact Guayaquil)
San Salvador, El Salvador—25 Avenida Norte 1132
Santiago, Chile—Govinda's (contact Santiago)
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RESOURCES

Plain living, high thinking. Get out of the
city— away from the noise, pollution, and the
anxiety and madness of city life. Come back
to a simpler, more natural way of life. Live
close to the earth, close to God. The Hare
Krsna movement has thirty-four farm com-
munities throughout the world. These are sa-
cred places where your spirit can unfold. And
at the same time, they’re realistic, practical
places, where you can build a sane, stable life
for yourself and, if you're married, for your
family.

To find out more, get in touch with the
ISKCON farm community nearest you (you’ll
find them in the list of centers on pages 20—21
of this magazine).

Or write or call Paramananda dasa, who is
the ISKCON minister for farm communi-
ties. His address is the Gita-nagari Farm,
R.D. No. 1, Box 839, Port Royal, Pennsyl-
vania 17082; phone: (717) 527-4101.

Enjoy the writings of Srila Satsvariipa dasa
Goswami, one of the present spiritual masters
in the Hare Krsna movement. The authorof a
six-volume biography of Srila Prabhupada,
he continues to produce essays, poems, and
other writings for everyone interested in Krsna
consciousness. For alist of publications, write
The Gita-nagari Press, P.O. Box 149, Line
Lexington, PA 18932.

‘At present, it seems the more ‘educated’ one
becomes, the less he believes in God, in God’s
law, and in the next life. . . . Thus modern
education prepares men to become animals.
If there is no education to teach a human
being whether or not he is this body, he re-
mains no better than an ass.” Read the com-
plete compilation of Srila Prabhupada’s words
on gurukula, the Krsna conscious educational
system. Srila Prabhupada on Gurukula is
available from the ISKCON Ministry of Edu-
cation, P.O. Box 11093, Dallas, TX 75223.
$3.50 plus $1 postage; $2 overseas postage.

Own a full set of Srila Prabhupada’s books.
Now you can have a full library of the Vedic
classics in your home. Translated and ex-
plained by the world’s foremost scholar and
devotee, these books open up new realms of
spiritual life. Each book is a deluxe, beauti-
fully illustrated hardbound volume. And now
we make it far easier for you than ever before

to get a full set of Srila Prabhupada’s books.

For details, check with the Hare Krsna center
nearest you.

ISKCON REVIEW, a biannual, interdisci-
plinary journal dedicated to the academic
study of ISKCON, includes articles from both
inside and outside the movement, in-depth
interviews with devotees, book reviews, and
so on. To subscribe for one year, mail a check
or money order for $6 payable to ISKCON
(810 foreign) to Subhananda dasa, Editor,

ISKCON REVIEW, 41 W. Allens Lane,
Philadelphia, PA 19119.

This year, visit Srila Prabhupada’s Palace of
Gold. You'll find peace and inspiration in this
spiritual place of pilgrimage. Tour the gardens,
the gilded walkways, the marble halls and
rooms. See the inspired works of devotee-
painters, sculptors, and craftsmen. And enjoy
delicious krsna-prasadam, spiritual food, in
the Palace of Gold Restaurant.

It’s at New Vrindaban, the 3,000-acre Hare
Krsna community in the scenic West Virginia
hills. Krsna’s devotees are here to welcome
you, and we have a comfortable guesthouse
where you can stay overnight.

The Palace of Gold is open throughout the
year, with special festivals during the summer
and fall months. A schedule of festivals and
events is available. For more information,
write to Prabhupada’s Palace of Gold, Hare
Krsna Ridge, New Vrindaban, West Virginia
26041. Or call (304) 843-1600.

Teach your children songs about Krsna. The
book Songs of India, composed, written, and
illustrated by Bhavatarini-devi dasi, contains
sheet music, and pictures to color, and it’s
accompanied by a cassette tape of the songs.
Available from Bhava Productions, 3764
Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034.

Note to Subscribers. Planning to move? Let
us know when and where so we can keep your
BACK TO GODHEAD coming without a break.

FESTIVALS & CALENDAR

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritual
calendar that divides the year into twelve
months, each named for a different form of
Krsna. The devotees at the Hare Krsna center
nearest you will gladly tell you more about the
meaning of the festivals listed here.

Month of Madhava
(January 26—February 24)

February 2—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Locana dasaThakura.

February 5—Sat-tila Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

February 12— Appearance anniversary of
Srila Paiicadravida Swami Tridandipada, one
of the present spiritual masters in the Hare
Krsna movement.

February 13— Appearance anniversary of
Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami, one of the
six Gosvamis of Vrndavana, direct followers
of Lord Caitanya. Disappearance anniversary

of Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti Thakura, a .

Vaisnava dcarya and author who appeared in
the seventeenth century. Appearance anniver-
sary of Srimati Visnupriya-devi, consort of
Lord Caitanya.

February 16— Appearance anniversary of Sri
Adbvaita Acarya, anincarnation of Krsna's ex-
pansion Maha-Visnu and a close associate of
Lord Caitanya. Fasting till noon, followed by
feasting.

February 18— Disappearance anniversary of
Sripada Madhvacarya, a famous Vaisnava
philosopher and spiritual master who appeared
in the thirteenth century. :

February 19— Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Ramanujacarya, a famous eleventh-
century philosopher and spiritual master.

February 20— Bhaimi Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

February 21— Appearance anniversary of
Lord Varaha, Lord Krsna's boar incarnation.

February 22— Appearance anniversary of
Lord Nityananda, a close associate of Lord
Caitanya and an incarnation of Lord Krsna's
brother, Balarama. Fasting till moonrise.

February 24— Appearance anniversary of
Narottama dasa Thakura, the famous spiri-
tual master who composed many devotional
songs in Bengali and who is part of the discip-
lic line from Lord Caitanya.

Month of Govinda
(February 25—March 26)

March 1— Appearance anniversary of Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami, the spiri-
tual master of His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. Fasting
till noon, followed by feasting.

March 6—Vijaya Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

March 7—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila I§vara Puri Gosvami, the spiritual mas-
ter of Lord Caitanya.

March 9—Sri Siva-ratri (appearance an-
niversary of Lord Siva).

March 11— Disappearance anniversary of
Jagannatha dasa Babaji, the great devotee in
the disciplic line from Lord Caitanya who
confirmed Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s dis-
covery of Lord Caitanya’s birthplace.

March 23— Amalaki Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans. Also, disappearance an-
niversary of Srila Madhavendra Puri, the
spiritual master of Lord Caitanya’s spiritual
master.

March 26— Sri Gaura-pirnima, appearance
anniversary of Lord Sri Krsna Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, who is Krsna Himself in the
role of His own devotee. Fasting till moon-
rise, followed by feasting.




A look at the worldwide activities of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

Srila Bhaktisvariipa Damodara Swami Sripada (right) presents a photograph of ISKCON's Bombay

Deity to Shri Giani Zail Singh, the president of India (left).

India’s President Attends ISKCON Conference

Bombay—The honorable president of
India, Shri Giani Zail Singh, recently
accepted the invitation of Dr. T. D. Singh
(Srila Bhaktisvaripa Damodara Swami
Sripada, one of ISKCON’s present spiri-
tual masters) to attend the last day of the
World Congress for the Synthesis of Science
and Religion. Dr. T. D. Singh is the director
of the Bhaktivedanta Institute, which or-
ganized this historic congress here in
January as part of the festivities com-
memorating the five-hundredth anniver-
sary of Lord Caitanya’s appearance day.
In a meeting with Dr. Singh and His
Holiness Krsna-Balarama Swami last win-
ter, President Singh promised to attend
the congress. At that time he had expressed
great concern for the border areas in east-
ern India, since he felt that the Vedic cul-
ture was being forgotten there. The younger
generation there seem to have lost their
feelings for the rich heritage of India, he
observed. To Dr. Singh the president said,
“Since you are from that area [Manipur],
you should preach very strongly about the
Vedic culture for the well-being of the
masses. We have nothing against other
religious groups, but our children should
be brought up in a predominantly Vedic

atmosphere.”

President Singh was pleasantly surprised
to know that Dr. T. D. Singh is planning to
build a huge cultural center in his native
district of Manipur for the propagation of
Vedic culture, art, and science. Dr. Singh
presented the president with a Hindi
copy of Srila Prabhupada’s Bhagavad-gita
As It Is.

Speaking in Hindi to Krsna-Balarama
Swami, President Singh said, “Science is
meant for man, and man is meant for reli-
gion. ‘Religion’ is not an adequate trans-
lation of the term dharma. This world
congress is very nice because it is combin-
ing religion and science. I always thought
and meditated how religion and science
should be combined. It's greatly appreciated
that you have taken up such a big task.”

International Crowd
Converges on Mayapur

Mayapur, West Bengal —Over a thousand
ISKCON devotees from five continents
have registered to attend the festival here
this March marking the five-hundredth
anniversary of Lord Caitanya’s appearance.

ISKCON leaders in India will welcome
both the devotees and tens of thousands of
Indian pilgrims this year.

The festival begins on March 11 with an
international parade through the streets of
Calcutta. The parade will feature five floats
depicting the pastimes of Lord Caitanya,
and the devotees will carry the flags of
their respective nations to demonstrate the
unity of Lord Caitanya’s movement.

Arriving in Mayapur the following day,
the festivalgoers will spend the next week
making outings by foot, bus, and boat to
holy places in the surrounding area. Semi-
nars on topics ranging from book distri-
bution and computer programming to
Bengali cooking and music will occupy the
second week.

ISKCON'’s beautiful Mayapur project
features carefully tended gardens deco-
rated with fountains and ponds, and a
miniature zoo with two elephants, a flock
of flamingoes, and other exotic animals.
Fifty new terra-cotta murals and twenty
sculptural displays will delight this year’s
visitors, who also will take advantage of
the many shops and food stands. This is
the sixteenth year ISKCON devotees have
traveled to Mayapur en masse to celebrate
Lord Caitanya’s appearance anniversary.

Fiancée Fasts, Frees
Moscow Hospital Inmate

Stockholm, Sweden—ISKCON devotee
Mitravinda-devi dasi (Marie-Anne Farrow)
fasted for twenty-one days outside the
Soviet Embassy here to secure the release
of her devotee-fiancé from a Moscow
psychiatric hospital. Dressed in her wed-
ding gown and carrying a large photo of
Vedavyasa dasa (Valentin Z. Yurov),
Mitravinda attracted the attention of jour-
nalists—and of the Soviet consul general,
who tried to persuade her to end her
demonstration. Mitravinda refused, and
Soviet authorities later released Vedavyasa
and flew him to Stockholm.

Through the cooperation of the Swedish
government, Vedavyasa was able to visit
the United States, where he rallied sup-
port for the release of twenty-five other
devotees imprisoned in Soviet hospitals,
prisons, and labor camps. (Please see the
article on page 8.) Amnesty International
has received information about the plight
of these devotees, has adopted them all as
“prisoners of conscience,” and has begun
work to gain their release.
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Up and off before dawn. With Laksmi the elephant
taking the lead, devotees cluster around the Deity cart
(below and bottom), chanting Hare Krsna as the
caravan starts for the next village. On the cart (right)
are the deities of Srila Prabhupada, Lord Caitanya,
and Lord Nityananda.




On Pilgrimage

ENTERING
ORISSA

Garlands, incense, elephants, jostling crowds,
thousands of cheering voices: pada-yatra—a walking tour
of holy India—arrives in the land of Lord Caitanya.

by JAYADVAITA SWAMI

PHOTOS BY YAMARAJA DASA




The pada-yitra camel
is a strange sight in
Orissa (right). It

hauls supplies and
occasionally some foot-
weary devotees. Below,
Rukmini-devi disi
distributes hundreds

of books daily.

Nearly as much as France differs from
Italy, Germany, or Greece, Orissa
differs from the other states of India. It
has its own language, its own food, its own
customs—and its own way of receiving
the pada-yatira.

In the state of Kerala, South India, for
example, as we walked into a town or vil-
lage the people would receive us first
with five musicians—always five—playing
wooden drums and shenai. Following them
would come a delegation of temple priests,
chanting mantras in unison from the Vedas.
Rows of young girls might line the road-
side, bearing ghee lamps and tossing flower
petals. Leading men would honor us with
flower garlands. Sometimes temple ele-
phants, foreheads shining with golden orna-
ments, would lumber forth to add more
weight to the greeting.

But in Orissa, forget the elephants, forget
the shenais, the orderly rows of petal-
throwers. Here it’s crowds—five hundred
people, a thousand, maybe two thousand
or more—and loud, exuberant chanting
of the Hare Krsna mahd-mantra: Hare
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Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Riama, Hare Hare.

Right now I'm in the southern Orissan
town of Kabisurya Nagar in a crowd of
maybe two thousand people. And it’s only
two thousand because the pada-yatra has
reached today’s resting place—an elemen-
tary school campus—and the police have
closed the gates behind us. But on our way
into town the crowds must have come to
twenty thousand: five or seven Hare Krsna
chanting parties . . . streets all festooned

. welcome gates of banana trees . . .
auspicious waterpots topped with mango
leaves outside the doorways of people’s
homes . . . people jostling forward to offer
garlands, incense, coconuts, full stalks of
banana . . . near-riots as we pull the ba-
nanas off the stalks to throw into the
crowd and people jump, shout, grab, and
tumble to get them . . . Ladies line the
rooftops, oscillating their tongues to make
a special high-pitched cheer of appreciation
that sounds like “wlu-vdu-ulu-ulu-ulu.”

Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the original
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Internationally represented (left), pada-
vatra is showing Oriyas and all Indians the
fulfillment of Lord Caitanya’s five-hundred-
year-old prophecy that in every town and
village of the world, Krsna’s name will be
heard. When the pada-yatra stops for
breakfast and a reading from the Caitanya-
caritamrta (below), curious onlookers
gather, and Indian-born Lokanitha Swami,
the chief organizer of the pada-yatra, gives a
class in English for the benefit of the Western
devotees. Independent reading (bottom) is
also encouraged when the time and the shade
can be found.
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In Orissa, everyone knows the chanting
of Hare Krsna. Each day as the pada-
yatra approaches a different village
(above left), it is greeted the same way
(above right), with great pomp and
festivity. Local musicians, colorful
dancers, and hundreds of townspeople
join the procession in chanting and
dancing through the village (right).

father of the Hare Krsna movement,
spent six years traveling through south
India but a full eighteen in Jagannatha
Purl, the spiritual focal point of Orissa. So
even today, five hundred years later,
Orissa still feels Lord Caitanya’s influence.

In south India we had to tell people who
Lord Caitanya was. Lord Caitanya, we
said, was the Supreme Lord, Krsna Him-
self, the Personality of Godhead, descended
on earth as a devotee of Krsna to teach de-
votional service and relish performing it
Himself. And we had to offer evidence
from Vedic scriptures to prove it. Lord
Caitanya, we'd also explain, had taught
that the best means of self-realization in
the present age is the chanting of the Vedic
mahd-mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rima, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

But in Orissa, no need to tell all this.
People, even common people, already
know Lord Caitanya is God. They already
worship Him. And they already chant the
Hare Krsna mahd-mantra.

As we walk along the road, we're greeted
by kirtana (chanting) parties of 10, 20, 50,
150. They chant the Hare Krsna mantra
with fervor, and above their heads they
carry posters, tacked to bamboo poles, of
Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu dancing with
His main companion, Lord Nityananda.

Yet for the most part these kirtana sing-
ers are not what we’d consider pure devo-
tees. Some smell of fish and sugarcane
liquor. And when the chanting is over we
see singers and mrdanga drum players
relaxing with a smoke.

Not good.
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Chanting Hare Krsna can cleanse our
hearts of all material dust and dirt. But to-
bacco, fish, and liquor just throw the dirt
back on. To get the full effect of chanting
we should chant under the guidance of a
pure devotee of the Lord.

In Orissa, therefore, we make a special
point of telling people about Lord Cai-
tanya's most prominent modern emissary,
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada.

The Deities evoke

a reverential mood
(above left), as various
catables offered to
Them are distributed
to a group of girls (top
right). One girl offers
Srila Prabhupida a
garland (above right).
Lokanatha Swami and
others (left) are also
greeted with garlands
and cooling
sandalwood pulp.

Though people know Gaura-Nitai (Lord
Caitanya and Lord Nityananda), they don’t
yet know Srila Prabhupada. Often they’ve
been awed to hear that some other swami,
a hundred years ago, went to America
bearing the torchlight of Vedic knowledge.
They’d be let down to learn that the swami’s
mission in America was a fizzle: a hundred
years later, not a single American had be-
come Krsna's devotee, no one had adopted
the Vedic culture, and today the swami and

his teachings are still virtually unknown.

The real person who brought Vedic cul-
ture to the West was Srila Prabhupada. He
is the one who has put more than five mil-
lion copies of Bhagavad-gita—in twenty-
six languages—into people’s hands. It’s
by his efforts that thousands of Americans
have become full-time devotees of Krsna.
It is he who spread Krsna consciousness to
Europe, Australia, Africa, Japan, and even
Russia. The Krsna temples opened in the
major cities of the West are his, and the
Krsna devotees chanting Krsna’s names
in the streets of New York, Tokyo, and
London are following him.

All this has been possible because Srila
Prabhupada faithfully represented the mes-
sage of Lord Sri Krsna, as taught by Lord
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. In Bhagavad-gita
Lord Krsna asks us, “Think of Me, be-
come My devotee, worship Me, and offer
your homage to Me.” And Lord Caitanya
showed us how to do this.

At Lord Caitanya’s request, His most
intimate followers explained, step by step,
how to advance in Krsna consciousness.
Although Lord Caitanya relished and re-
vealed the highest sentiments of love of
Godhead, what He taught was not a reli-
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gion of sentimental fervor but a scientific
process for developing love of Krsna. Love
for Krsna, He taught, is dormant in the
heart of everyone, and as we cleanse our
hearts by properly hearing, chanting, and
rendering devotional service, that love
naturally reawakens.

In the villages and towns of Orissa, love
for Krsna and Lord Caitanya is already
astir—but it still has sleep in its eyes. So as
our pada-ydtra travels we introduce people
to Srila Prabhupada and give them his
books, confident that the same powerful
emissary who awakened Krsna conscious-
ness in the West can here bathe it clean,
fresh, and ready to go.

Lord Caitanya desired, “People fortu-
nate enough to be born in India should
perfect their lives by Krsna consciousness
and spread it for the welfare of others.”
With Srila Prabhupada’s guidance, the
people here in Orissa, already pulled
toward Lord Caitanya, can learn how to
systematically follow His teachings, and
Lord Caitanya’s desire can be fulfilled. &

Thousands greet
the pada-yatra in
the town of Kabi-
surya Nagar (right).
At the evening
program (below
and bottom), Guru-
prasada Swami,
from Dallas, Texas,
speaks in English,
which is translated
into Oriya, and
devotees from
around the world
chant Hare Krsna
onstage. In the
morning, the
pada-yatrd is off

to the next village,
with Lokanatha
Swami driving the
bullocks (right).
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NATURE’S LAWS

(continued from page 7)

and money for research, man, with his ra-
tional intelligence, can eventually prevail
over the blind, mechanical processes of
material nature.

Such scientists are materialists, seeing
the universe as ownerless and driverless,
moving along by dumb momentum. If we
could only run fast enough, they think, we
might be able to jump behind the steering
wheel and take control—becomirig, in
effect, nature’s overlords and proprietors.

Disappointing as it may be to such
dreamers, however, the universe is neither
ownerless nor driverless. It remains firmly
and forever the property of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, who has no equal
and no superior. He holds absolute control
over material nature, and no one, no
matter how intelligent or powerful, will
ever wrest that control from Him.

In the Bhagavad-gita Sri Krsna declares
His sovereignty:

mayadhyaksena prakrtih
sayate sa-cardcaram

hetunanena kaunteya
jagad viparivartate

“This material nature, which is one of My
energies, is working under My direction,
O son of Kunti, producing all moving and
nonmoving beings. Under its rule this
manifestation is created and annihilated
again and again” (Bg. 9.10).

It is thus rightfully said that not a blade
of grass moves without the sanction of
God. Indeed, the Supreme Lord enters
every atom and controls its movements.
And the massive plates of rock composing
the earth’s crust cannot move even an inch
without His permission. The notions of
the materialistic scientists are thus in-
complete. While it is certainly true that
natural processes are the direct cause of
such phenomena as earthquakes and vol-
canoes, these are not blind, mechanical
processes. A superior intelligence directs

the seemingly random movements of na-
ture. This intelligence is Krsna.

“But what kind of God is that?” counters
the skeptics. “Why should we love or serve
a God who is so merciless that He kills
thousands of innocent men, women, and
children?”

The “cruelty” of God is manifest in re-
sponse to a living entity’s forgetfulness of
his own tiny subordinate position. Through
the agency of karma (action, and reaction
for our past good and bad deeds) we are
put into situations that exactly corre-
spond to our previous pious and sinful
acts. The Supreme Lord does not relish
such punishment, nor does He award it in-
discriminately. Rather, it is the unfortunate
consequence of our own sins.

The material world is a prison. Only those
who are unwilling to follow the laws of
God are placed in such an uncomfortable
setting. It is a miserable place, devoid of
the natural freedoms to which we, as eternal
servants of God, are entitled. The Lord’s
purpose in incarcerating us here is merciful.
Here we may live in forgetfulness of God
and of our spiritual nature, since that is
our primordial desire. But life here is also
fraught with terrible tragedies, such as those
that occurred in Mexico and Colombia. We
are forced to face the fact that death and de-
struction are the prominent features of
material existence. So natural calamities
are neither accidents nor cruel, senseless
acts of a capricious God.

Actually, death serves two essential func-
tions. It gives justice, and it gives opportu-
nity. It is by death that the individual
spiritual souls are moved from one body to
the next, according to their past deeds and
their particular mentality. Those who are
sinful, who have violated the laws of na-
ture, or whose activities have put other liv-
ing entities into unnecessary difficulty, are
brought to justice by the agency of death.
At the appointed time they are dragged
out of their present bodies, no matter how
comfortable they may have been or how
well protected by earthquake-proof build-

ings or bodyguards.

What follows for the sinful is arraign-
ment, trial, and sentencing, much like in
our customary legal systems. In the court
of the Lord of Death, however, no evi-
dence is overlooked. Every detail, every
willful deed of the defendant’s life, is
examined. Nor is the hand of justice ever
stayed by the legal maneuvering of a tricky
attorney. Justice is always served, and the
condemned is placed in a new material
body (perhaps in one of the lower species)
to serve a term of suffering for his misdeeds.

On the other hand, death represents an
opportunity for the pious living entity to
improve his position. This can mean acquir-
ing a better body and a better life, with
more opportunity for material happiness.

But ultimately it is Krsna’s desire that
we leave the material world altogether,
because it is not our real home. As eternal
spiritual beings, we belong with the Su-
preme Person and His liberated devotees
in the spiritual world, which is full of light,
consciousness, and bliss. That supreme
abode of Lord Krsna is eternal, and the in-
habitants are never troubled by old age,
disease, death, or any of the other pains
of the material world. Thus death is the
means by which the Krsna conscious soul
sheds the temporary, miserable material
body and enters eternal, blissful life.

The material world is literally meant for
suffering, and last year’s catastrophes in
Mexico and Colombia simply magnify the
fact. Even if we don’t live on a fault line or
near an area of volcanic activity, nature
has plenty of other ways of striking us
down. No one can avoid death. We should,
therefore, consider our own preparedness
for that final blow.

Whether it comes by earthquake, vol-
canic eruption, old age, or any other means,
death directly represents the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Death comes
either as a feared enemy who carries us to
judgment or as the dearmost friend who
carries us back to Godhead. Death—friend
or foe? The choice is ours. e

Lord Caitanya

(continued from page 3)

As one practices this sound vibration,
he passes through three stages of develop-
ment: the offensive stage, the clearing
stage, and the transcendental stage. In the
offensive stage one may desire all kinds of
material happiness, but in thg second
stage one becomes clear of all material
contamination. When one is situated on
the transcendental stage, he attains the
most coveted position—the stage of lov-
ing God. Lord Caitanya taught that this is
the highest perfection of human life.

Yoga practice is essentially meant for
controlling the senses. The central con-
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trolling factor of all the senses is the mind;
therefore one first has to practice control-
ling the mind by engaging it in Krsna con-
sciousness. The gross activities of the
mind are expressed through the external
senses either for the acquisition of knowl-
edge or the functioning of the senses in
accordance with the will. The subtle ac-
tivities of the mind are thinking, feeling,
and willing. In accordance with one’s con-
sciousness, the individual is either pol-
luted or clear. If one’s mind is fixed on
Krsna (His name, quality, form, pastimes,
entourage, and paraphernalia), all one’s
activities— both subtle and gross—become
favorable. The Bhagavad-gita’s process of
purifying consciousness is the process of

fixing the mind on Krsna by talking of His
transcendental activities, cleansing His
temple, going to His temple, seeing the
beautiful forms of the Lord nicely deco-
rated, hearing His transcendental glories,
tasting food offered to Him, engaging in ac-
tivities for the Lord’s interest, and so on.
No one can bring the activities of the mind
and senses to a stop, but one can purify
these activities through a change in con-
sciousness. This change is indicated in the
Bhagavad-gita when Krsna tells Arjuna of
the knowledge of yoga whereby one can
work without fruitive results. “O son of
Prtha, when you act by such intelligence,
you can free yourself from the bondage to
works” [Bg. 2.39]. A human being is some-



times restricted in sense gratification due
to certain circumstances such as disease,
but this kind of renunciation will not help.
Without knowing the actual process by
which the mind and senses can be con-
trolled, less intelligent men either try to
stop the mind and senses by force, or they
give in to them and are carried away by the
waves of sense gratification.

The regulative principles and the rules
of yoga, the various sitting postures, and
breathing exercises performed in an at-
tempt to withdraw one’s senses from the
sense objects, are methods meant for those
who are too engrossed in the bodily con-
ception of life. The intelligent man who is
situated in Krspa consciousness does not
try to forcibly stop his senses from acting.
Rather, he engages his senses in the ser-
vice of Krsna. No one can stop a child from
playing by leaving him inactive. A child
can be stopped from engaging in nonsense
by being engaged in superior activities.
The forceful restraint of sense activities by
the eight principles of yoga is recommended
for inferior men. Being engaged in the
superior activities of Krsna consciousness,
superior men naturally retire from the in-
ferior activities of material existence.

In this way Lord Caitanya teaches the
science of Krsna consciousness. That sci-
ence is absolute. Dry mental speculators
try to restrain themselves from material

attachment, but they generally find that
the mind is too strong to be controlled and
that it drags them down to sensual ac-
tivities. A person in Krsna consciousness
does not run this risk. One has to engage
his mind and senses in Krsna conscious ac-
tivities, and Lord Caitanya teaches one
how to do this in practice.

Before taking sannyasa (the renounced
order), Lord Caitanya was known as Vis-
vambhara. The word visvambhara refers
to one who maintains the entire universe
and who leads all living entities. This
maintainer and leader appeared as Lord
$ri Krsna Caitanya to give humanity these
sublime teachings. Lord Caitanya is the
ideal teacher of life’s prime necessities.
He is the most munificent bestower of love
of Krsna. He is the complete reservoir of
all mercies and good fortune.

As confirmed in Srimad- Bhagavatam,
Bhagavad-gita, Mahdabharata, and the
Upanisads, He is the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, Krsna Himself, and He is
worshipable by everyone in this age of dis-
agreement. Everyone can join in His sani-
kirtana movement. No prior qualification
is necessary. Just by following His teach-
ings, anyone can become a perfect human
being. If one is fortunate enough to be
attracted by His features, one is sure to be
successful in one’s mission in life. In other
words, those who are interested in attain-

ing spiritual existence can be easily re-
leased from the clutches of mdaya by the
grace of Lord Caitanya. The Lord’s teach-
ings are nondifferent from Him.

Being engrossed in the material body,
the conditioned soul increases the pages of
history by all kinds of material activities.
The teachings of Lord Caitanya can help
human society stop such unnecessary and
temporary activities. By these teachings,
humanity can be elevated to the topmost
platform of spiritual activity. These spiri-
tual activities actually begin after liberation
from material bondage. Such liberated ac-
tivities in Krsna consciousness constitute
the goal of human perfection. The false
prestige one acquires by attempting to
dominate material nature is illusory. II-
luminating knowledge can be acquired
from the teachings of Lord Caitanya, and
by such knowledge one can advance in
spiritual existence.

Everyone has to suffer or enjoy the fruits
of his activity; no one can check the laws of
material nature, which govern such things.
As long as one is engaged in fruitive ac-
tivity, he is sure to be baffled in his attempt
to attain the ultimate goal of life. I sin-
cerely hope that by understanding the
teachings of Lord Caitanya, human society
will experience a new light of spiritual life
that will open the field of activity for the
pure soul. o

COURAGE

(continued from page 9)

Srila Prabhupada’s disciple back to the
National Hotel, where they met with Srila
Prabhupada in his room. Anatoli ap-
proached Srila Prabhupada with reverent
submission and asked questions about the
philosophy of Krsna consciousness.

Srila Prabhupada explained the differ-
ence between the spirit soul and the body
and described the soul’s eternal relation-
ship with Krsna, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. He spoke of the Bhagavad-
gitd, of his network of temples around the
world, and of his many young men and
women disciples all practicing bhakti-yoga.
He expressed his desire that Krsna con-
scious literature be distributed in the
U.S.8.R. and that Soviet devotees meet
and quietly chant Hare Krsna together.

Anatoli returned on the next two days
and learned from Srila Prabhupada the
principles of Indian vegetarian cooking
and of offering one’s food to Krsna. In
Anatoli’s eagerness and intelligence, Srila
Prabhupada found the real purpose of his
visit to the U.S.S.R. Before leaving the
Soviet Union, Srila Prabhupida initiated
Anatoli into spiritual life, giving him the
name Ananta-§anti dasa.

For the next ten years, Ananta-$§anti
traveled widely throughout the Soviet

Union, preaching what he had learned
from Srila Prabhupada and what he read
in Prabhupada’s books. In April of 1982,
Ananta-$anti was arrested by the K.G.B.
and charged with “parasitism.” He was in-
carcerated in Psychiatric Hospital No. Five
in Moscow, escaping one month later.
He continued his Krsna conscious mission
for a year before he was again arrested.

Today Ananta-$anti is being held in a
special psychiatric hospital on the grounds
of a prison near Smolensk. He receives
heavy doses of neuroleptics, and this causes
him to suffer greatly. His wardens refuse
even to relieve him of the drug’s severe
physical and psychological side effects.
His body is swelling and his once sharp
mind is growing dull.

Other devotees of Krsna in the Soviet
Union have suffered similar injustices.
Olga Kiseleva (Premavati dasi), a gradu-
ate of the Philological Faculty of Moscow
State University and the mother of two
young girls, was arrested in August of
1983 while nine months pregnant with a
third child. Premavati was taken to Matro-
skaya Tishina State Prison in Moscow.
Her diet there was poor, and other prison-
ers attacked and beat her. Her baby was
born with a heart defect and died eleven
months later. Premavati is now a prisoner
in a Soviet labor camp and is scheduled to
be released on August 29, 1988.

The efforts of Ananta-§anti dasa, Prema-
vatl dasi and other courageous Krsna con-
scious pioneers in the Soviet Union have
not gone in vain. Two hundred initiated
devotees—all disciples of Srila Harikesa
Swami—now chant Hare Krsna and prac-
tice the principles of spiritual life in the
U.S.S.R. An estimated ten thousand other
Soviets, although not yet initiated, wor-
ship Krsna as the Supreme Person.

By following the regulative principles of
freedom—chanting Hare Krsna and avoid-
ing the sins of illicit sex, gambling, meat-
eating, and intoxication—everyone can
escape the cycle of birth and death and
enjoy a life of eternity, bliss, and knowl-
edge. To be thus liberated from the suffer-
ings of this material world and to join
Krsna on His spiritual planet is the goal of
life. To defend the people’s right to fully
realize their identity as eternal servants of
God is the solemn duty of all governments
in this world. Those young devotees now
practicing Krsna consciousness in the Soviet
Union exemplify the highest form of cour-
age by disseminating pure spiritual culture
amid the ignorance and darkness of atheism
and gross materialism. o

Readers sympathetic to the devotees’ human
rights may write or call David Jakupko, Director
of Soviet Affairs, International Society for
Krishna Consciousness, Almviks Gird, 15300
Jéirna, Sweden / (46) 755-52068.
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- CHANT!

When Lord Krsna, The Supreme Personality of Godhead, appeared as Lord
Caitanya five hundred years ago, He propagated the chanting of God's
names. Lord Caitanya taught that the chanting of any of God's many names
elevates the chanter to pure love of God, but He specifically recommended
chanting the Hare Krsna manira: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare' Rdma, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.
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Painting by Ramadasa Abhirama dasa
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: EDITOR:

Avatar for All

This issue of BACK TO GODHEAD com-
memorates the five-hundredth anniversary
of the appearance of Lord Sri Krsna Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu, the incarnation of God-
head who appeared in West Bengal in 1486
to propagate the chanting of the Hare
Krsna mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

Most of our readers will agree that Lord
Caitanya, as the founder and original propa-
gator of the sankirtana movement, de-
serves a place in religious history. Yet
some may feel that Lord Caitanya is of in-
terest only to His followers. He may be
important to those who chant Hare Krsna,
they say, but what interest is He to everyone
else?”

But Lord Caitanya’s pastimes and teach-
ings are relevant to evervone. He is not a
sectarian religionist. Rather, He offers a
welfare program that can resolve all the
anomalies we face in the modern age. By
hearing of Him and following His teach-
ings, anyone can solve all life’s problems.

The Caitanya-caritamrta, a voluminous
biography of Lord Caitanya composed in
the sixteenth century by Krsnadasa Kavi-
raja, invites us to compare Lord Caitanya’s
work with that of any other religionist or
altruist: “If you are indeed interested in
logic and argument, kindly apply them to
Sri Caitanya’s mercy. If you do, you will
find it strikingly wonderful” (Adi-lila, 8.45).
Unlike the welfare performed by others,
Lord Caitanya’s gives eternal benefits.

We are all eternal, spiritual beings, origi-
nally full of bliss and knowledge, part and
parcel of Krsna, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. In our unpolluted, liberated
status, we eternally live with Krsna in the
spiritual world, where we render the Lord
transcendental loving service. But when a
soul tries to enjoy independently of Krsna’s
desires, he must accept a material body
and take birth in the material world, where
he is always subject to the miseries of
birth, old age, disease, and death. No ma-
terial adjustment can give us ultimate
shelter from these miseries.

Because the body is temporary, all ef-
forts to preserve and protect it fail. Those
who work to alleviate suffering and to im-
prove the quality of life are certainly well-
motivated. Butif one has no knowledge of
the spirit soul and his relationship with

Krsna, one’s efforts to help others will
prove to be ineffective. Such an ignorant
philanthropist may be compared to a rescue
worker who attempts to save a drowning
man but enly pulls the victim’s coat out of
the water. Ultimately, there are no ma-
terial solutions to the problems of this
world. Only by cultivating scientific knowl-
edge of spiritual truth can one really help
others.

To love God is the essence of life and
the heart of religion. Every true religion-
ist, regardless of sect or custom, will ac-
knowledge that love of God is the greatest
good and the final goal of all. In the course
of His lifetime, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
demonstrated this love of God, or krsna-
prema, to the highest degree, and He dis-
tributed this love to everyone without
regard to race, culture, or other material
circumstances.

In the Bhagavad-gita, Lord Krsna ex-
plains how human society is divided into
four orders: brahmanas, or priests and
teachers; ksatriyas, or soldiers and ad-
ministrators; vaisyas, or businessmen and
farmers; and sidras, or laborers. In this
natural varnasrama system of social or-
ganization, one’s position in society is
determined by one’s characteristics. When
society is organized according to this varna-
Srama system and Krsna is in the center,
everyone advances in spiritual life.

In India today varnasrama exists in a
perverted form. In this system, a person is
artificially restricted by birth to a particu-
lar societal role, regardless of his charac-
teristics. The caste system impedes spiritual
advancement and burdens the citizens
with false ideas of social prestige. Lord
Caitanya saw that the Hindu caste system
was false, and so He accepted among His
most intimate associates people from the
lowest caste. Indeed, He even accepted
Mushims among His most confidential fol-
lowers, although the Muslim and Hindu
communities were in contention.

Not everyone appreciated Sri Caitanya’s
liberality. At one point in His preaching
mission, envious caste-conscious Hindus
complained to the Muslim government
about Lord Caitanya’s chanting and danc-
ing, and the Muslim governor sent men to
break up the Lord’s chanting party. In
response to this opposition, Lord Caitanya
Himself led one hundred thousand of His

followers to the governor’s home. At first
the governor was afraid of the Lord and
His followers, but after the governor and
Caitanya Mahaprabhu sat together and
discussed the benefits that come through
chanting the holy name of Krsna, the gov-
ernor had a change of heart and became
an active supporter of Lord Caitanya’s
sankirtana movement.

Lord Caitanya’s benevolence transcends
all sectarian divisiveness. Through the
chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra, anyone
can develop his innate love of God and
elevate himself to the transcendental posi-
tion, beyond all bodily designation. And
chanting Hare Krsna is easy. A person
who even once utters Krspa’s holy name
immediately advances toward life’s ulti-
mate goal, and his chanting will stand to
his eternal credit, regardless of his other
activities. But to make the most rapid ad-
vancement in spiritual life, one should
chant Hare Krsna in the association of
devotees while abstaining from the four
pillars of sinful life—eating meat, gam-
bling, taking intoxicants, and engaging in
illicit sex. By living purely and chanting
Hare Krsna, one can return to the spiritual
world in this very lifetime.

Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu prophesied
that the chanting of Hare Krsna would be
heard in every town and village in the
world. In March of this year, followers of
Lord Caitanya from every corner of the
globe are gathering in holy Mayapur, West
Bengal, the place of Lord Caitanya’s birth,
and there chant Hare Krsna in celebration
of Lord Caitanya’s appearance five hun-
dred years ago. By chanting Hare Krsna,
blacks and whites, Russians and Ameri-
cans, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and
Catholics all stand united in the universal,
nonsectarian knowledge that while the
material body and its designations are
temporary, the spirit soul is transcenden-
tal and eternally related to the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Krsna. Only by
becoming situated in the eternal truth of
our relation with Krsna can we transcend
our separatist mentalities and realize our
original, global brotherhood and unity.
That so many people from all over the
world and from every culture can congre-
gate in peace and with a single mind
glorify the holy names of God is proof of
Lord Caitanya’s munificence. —SDG
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Subscribers . . .

Get Cooking!

Whether you are already among our subscribers or want to
become one now, we’ll send you the Hare Krishna Book of
Vegetarian Cooking, by Adi-raja dasa, for fifty percent off
the advertised price. Only $6.95 postpaid! 129 mouth-
watering recipes. Full-color photos and illustrations.
Helpful information on vegetarianism and spiritual life.
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27 color plates.

302 pages.

Indexed.

Printed in Italy.

Full-year

subscribers only.

Offer valid until
June 1986.
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When you want a source of deep
spiritual satisfaction, there’s no
deeper source than Krsna Himself,
the reservoir of eternal beauty,
knowledge, and bliss. Send the
coupon at right, and throughout
the year your postman will bring
you the nectar of Krsna
consciousness, in the pages of
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“A deeply felt, powerfully
conceived and beautifully
explained work. . . . Lhave =
‘never seen any other work Op i
the Gita with'such an
important voice and style. It

is a work of undoubted
integrity,”. . . It willoccupy a*
significant place’in the
intellectual and ethical life of
modern'man for a long time to
come.”

—Dr. S. Shukla

(‘eurgetown University

BHAGAVAD-GITA ASIT IS
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder/Acirya of the International [Society for Krishna Conseiousness

Revised and enlarged. With the original
Sanskrit text, Roman transliterations, English
synonyms, translation, and elaborate purports.

Plus 25 original, full-color illustrations.

Available at your local ISKCON temple. Or send $9.95, check or %uncv order, to remple nearest you—see address list pages 20-21.
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