Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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His Divine Grace A. C,
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the .
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to America
in 1965, at age sixty-nine, to fulfill
his spiritual master’s request that
he teach the science of Krsna
consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world. In a
dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation
and commentary on India’s Vedic
literature, and these are now
standard in universities world-
wide. Meanwhile, traveling
almost nonstop, Srila Prabhupada
molded his international society
into a worldwide confederation of
asramas, schools, temples, and
farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in India’s
Vrndavana, the place most
sacred to Lord Krsna. His disciples
are carrying forward the movement
he started. Advanced disciples
throughout the world have been
authorized to serve in the position
of spiritual master, initiating
disciples of their own. And these
disciples, in turn, become
linked with Srila Prabhupada
through the transcendental
system of disciplic succession.

BACK TO GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.
When Srila Prabhupada began the Society (in New
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes
he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).

4. To teach and encourage the sarikirtana
movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of

1. To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

to society at large and to educate all peoples in the 5.
techniques of spiritual life in order to check the
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real

unity and peace in the world. 6

To erect for the members and for society at large
a holy place of transcendental pastimes
dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

. To bring the members closer together for the
purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
of life.

2. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re-
vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime
entity, thus developing the idea within the

3. To bring the members of the Society together it

With a view toward achieving the aforementioned
purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,
books, and other writings.
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The Science of

REINCARNATIO

A conversation in 1975 between

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness,
and Mike Robinson, a reporter for the London Broadcasting Company.

Mike Robinson: Can you tell me what
you believe—what the philosophy
of the Hare Krsna movement is?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Krsna conscious-
ness is not a question of belief; it is a
science. The first step is to know the dif-
ference between a living body and a dead
body. What is the difference? The differ-
ence is that when someone dies, the spirit
soul, or the living force, leaves the body.
And therefore the body is called “dead.”
So, there are two things: one, this body;
and the other, the living force within the
body. We speak of the living force within
the body. That is the difference between
the science of Krsna consciousness, which
is spiritual, and ordinary, material science.
As such, in the beginning it is very, very
difficult for an ordinary man to appreciate
our movement. One must first understand
that he is a soul, or something other than
his body.

Mike Robinson: And when will we under-
stand that?

Srila Prabhupada: You can understand at
any moment, but it requires a little intelli-
gence. For example, as a child grows, he
becomes a boy, the boy becomes a young
man, the young man becomes an adult, and
the adult becomes an old man. Through-
out all this time, although his body is chang-
ing from a child to an old man, he still feels

himself to be the same person, with the
same identity. Just see: the body is chang-
ing, but the occupier of the body, the soul,
is remaining the same. So we should logi-
cally conclude that when our present body
dies, we get another body. This is called
transmigration of the soul.

Mike Robinson: So when people die it is
just the physical body that dies?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. That is explained
elaborately in the Bhagavad-gita [2.20]:
na jayate mriyate va kaddcin . . . na hanyate
hanyamane Sarire.

Mike Robinson: Do you quote references
very often?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, we quote many
references. Krsna consciousness is a seri-
ous education, not an ordinary religion.
[To a devoree:] Find that verse in the
Bhagavad-gita.

Disciple:

na jayate mriyate va kadacin

nayari bhiitva bhavita va na bhiiyah
ajo nityah $asvato 'yam purano

na hanyate hanyamane Sarire

“For the soul, there is never birth or
death. Nor, having once been, does he
ever cease to be. He is unborn, eternal,
ever-existing, undying, and primeval. He is
not slain when the body is slain” [Bg. 2.20].
Mike Robinson: Thank you very much for

PAINTING BY SRINIVASA DASA

reading that. So can you explain to me just
a bit more? If the soul is undying, does
everybody’s soul go to be with God when
they die?

Srila Prabhupada: Not necessarily. If one
is qualified —if he qualifies himself in this
life to go back home, back to Godhead—
then he can go. If he does not qualify him-
self, then he gets another material body.
And there are 8,400,000 different bodily
forms. According to his desires and karma,
the laws of nature give him a suitable body.
It is just like when a man contracts some
disease and then develops that disease. Is
that difficult to understand?

Mike Robinson: It’s very difficult to under-
stand all of it.

Srila Prabhupada: Suppose somebody has
contracted smallpox. So, after seven days
he develops the symptoms. What is that
period called?

Mike Robinson: Incubation?

Srila Prabhupada: Incubation. So you can-
not avoid it. If you have contracted some
disease it will develop, by nature’s law.
Similarly, during this life you associate
with various modes of material nature,
and that association will decide what kind
of body you are going to get in the next
life. That is strictly under the laws of na-
ture. Everyone is controlled by the laws of
nature—they’re completely dependent—
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but out of ignorance people think that
they are free. They’re not free; they’re
imagining that they're free, but they are
completely under the laws of nature. So,
your next birth will be decided according
to your activities—sinful or pious, as the
case may be.

Mike Robinson: Your Grace, could you
go back over that just for a minute? You
said that nobody is free. Are you saying
that if we live a good life, we in some way
determine a good future for ourselves?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Mike Robinson: So we are free to choose
what we believe to be important? Religion
is important, because if we believe in God
and lead a good life—

Srila Prabhupada: It is not a question of
belief. Do not bring in this question of be-
lief. It is law. For instance, there is a gov-
ernment. You may believe or not believe,
but if you break the law, you'll be punished
by the government. Similarly, whether you
believe or don’t believe, there is a God. If
you don’t believe in God, and indepen-
dently do whatever you like, then you'll be
punished by the laws of nature.

Mike Robinson: I see. Does it matter what
religion you believe? Would it matter if
one was a devotee of Krsna?

Srila Prabhupada: It is not a question of
religion. It is a question of science. You
are a spiritual being, but because you are
materially conditioned, you are under the
laws of material nature. So you may be-
lieve in the Christian religion, and I may
believe in the Hindu religion, but that
does not mean that you are going to be-
come an old man and I am not. We're talk-
ing of the science of growing old. This is
natural law. It is not that because you are
Christian you are becoming old, or be-
cause I am Hindu I am not becoming old.
Everyone is becoming old. So, similarly,
all the laws of nature are applicable to
everyone. Whether you believe this reli-
gion or that religion, it doesn’t matter.
Mike Robinson: So, you're saying that
there’s only one God controlling all of us?
Srila Prabhupada: There’s one God, and
one nature’s law, and we are all under that
nature’s law. We are controlled by the Su-
preme. So if we think that we are free
or that we can do anything, that is our
foolishness.

Mike Robinson: I see. Can you explain
to me what difference it makes, being a
member of the Hare Krsna movement?
Srila Prabhupada: The Hare Krsna move-
ment is meant for those who are serious
about understanding this science. There’s
no question of our being some sectarian
group. No. Anyone can join. Students in
college can be admitted. You may be a
Christian, you may be a Hindu, you may
be a Mohammedan—it doesn’t matter.
The Krsna consciousness movement ad-
mits anyone who wants to understand the
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science of God.

Mike Robinson: And what difference
would it make to someone being taught
how to be a Hare Krsna person?

Srila Prabhupada: His real education would
begin. The first thing is to understand that
you are a spirit soul. And because you are
a spirit soul, you are changing your body.
This is the ABC of spiritual understanding.
So, when your body is finished, annihilated,
you are not finished. You are getting an-
other body, just as you may change your
coat and shirt. If you come to see me
tomorrow wearing a different shirt and-a
different coat, does that mean you are a
different person? No. Similarly, each time
you die you change bodies, but you, the
spirit soul within the body, remain the
same. This point has to be understood;
then one can make further progress in the

It’s not that
because you are a
Christian you are
becoming old, or

because I am a Hindu
I am not becoming
old. Everyone is
becoming old. So,
similarly, all the
laws of material
nature are applicable
to everyone.

science of Krsna consciousness.

Mike Robinson: I am beginning to under-
stand, but what I'm finding difficult is how
this ties in with the large number of your
people we see handing out Hare Krsna
literature on Oxford Street.

Srila Prabhupada: This literature is meant
to convince people about the need for
spiritual life.

Mike Robinson: And you're really not
concerned whether or not they join the
Hare Krsna movement?

Srila Prabhupada: It doesn’t matter. Our
mission is to educate them. People are in
ignorance; they are living in a fool’s para-
dise, thinking that when their body is fin-
ished, everything is finished. That is their
foolishness.

Mike Robinson: And you are basically
just concerned to tell them that there is a
spiritual dimension to life?

Srila Prabhupada: Our first concern is to
tell you that you are not this body, that the
body is your covering—your shirt and
coat—and that within the body you are
living®

Mike Robinson: Yes, I think I've got that
now. If we could go on from there—you
said that how you lived made a difference
in your life after death, that there are
natural laws that determine your next life.
How does the process of transmigration
work?

Srila Prabhupada: The process is very
subtle. The spirit soul is invisible to our
material eyes. It is atomic in size. After
the destruction of the gross body, which is
made up of the senses, blood, bone, fat,
and so forth, the subtle body of mind, in-
telligence, and ego goes on working. So at
the time of death this subtle body carries
the small spirit soul to another gross body.
The process is just like air carrying a
fragrance. Nobody can see where this rose
fragrance is coming from, but we know
that it is being carried by the air. You can-
not see how, but it is being done. Similarly,
the process of transmigration of the soul is
very subtle. According to the condition of
the mind at the time of death, the minute
spirit soul enters into the womb of a par-
ticular mother through the semen of a
father, and then the soul develops a par-
ticular type of body given by the mother.
It may be a human being, it may be a cat, a
dog, or anything.

Mike Robinson: Are you saying that we
were something else before this life?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Mike Robinson: And we keep coming
back as something else the next time?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, because you are
eternal. According to your work, you are
simply changing bodies. Therefore, you
should want to know how to stop this busi-
ness, how you can remain in your original,
spiritual body. That is Krsna consciousness.
Mike Robinson: I see. So if I become
Krsna conscious, I wouldn’t risk coming
back as a dog?

Srila Prabhupada: No. [To a devotee:] Find
this verse: janma karma ca me divyam . . .
Disciple:

janma karma ca me divyam
evam yo vetti tattvatah

tyaktva deham punar janma
naiti mam eti so 'rjuna

“One who knows the transcendental nature
of My appearance and activities does not,
upon leaving the body, take his birth again
in this material world, but attains My eter-
nal abode, O Arjuna” [Bg. 4.9].

Srila Prabhupada: God is saying, “Any-
one who understands Me is free from birth
and death.” But one cannot understand
God by materialistic speculation. That is
not possible. One must first come to the



spiritual platform. Then he gets the intelli-
gence required to understand God. And
when he understands God, he does not get
any more material bodies. He goes back
home, back to Godhead. He lives eternally;
no more changing of body.

Mike Robinson: I see. Now, you’'ve read
twice from your scriptures. Where do these
scriptures come from? Can you briefly
explain that?

Srila Prabhupada: Our scriptures are com-
ing from the Vedic literature, which has
existed from the beginning of creation.
Whenever there is some new material
creation—Ilike this microphone, for in-
stance—there is also some literature ex-
plaining how to deal with it. Isn’t that so?
Mike Robinson: Yes, that’s right, there is.
Srila Prabhupada: And that literature
comes along with the creation of the
microphone.

Mike Robinson: That’s right, yes.

Srila Prabhupada: So, similarly, the Vedic
literature comes along with the cosmic
creation, to explain how to deal with it.
Mike Robinson: I see. So, these scriptures
have been in existence since the beginning
of creation. Now, if we could move on to
something I believe you feel very strongly
about. What is the main difference be-
tween Krsna consciousness and the other
Eastern disciplines being taught in the
West?

Srila Prabhupada: The difference is that
we are following the original literature,
and they are manufacturing their own liter-
ature. That is the difference. When there
is some question on spiritual matters, you
must consult the original literature, not
some literature issued by a bogus man.
Mike Robinson: What about the chanting
. of Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna—

Srila Prabhupada: Chanting Hare Krsna s
the easiest process to become purified,
especially in this age, when people are so
dull that they cannot very easily under-
stand spiritual knowledge. If one chants
Hare Krsna, then his brain becomes puri-
tied, and he can understand spiritual things.
Mike Robinson: Can you tell me how you
are guided in what you do?

Srila Prabhupada: We take guidance from
the Vedic literature.

Mike Robinson: From the scriptures you
have quoted.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, it’s all in the litera-
tures. We're explaining them in English.
But we’re not manufacturing anything. If
we were to manufacture knowledge, then
everything would be spoiled. The Vedic
literature is something like the literature
that explains how to set up this micro-
phone. It says, “Do it like this: some of the
screws should be on this side, around the
metal.” You cannot make any change; then
everything would be spoiled. Similarly,
because we are not manufacturing any-
thing, one simply has to read one of our

books, and he will receive real spiritual
knowledge.

Mike Robinson: How can the philosophy of
Krsna consciousness affect the way people
live?

Srila Prabhupada: It can relieve people’s
suffering. People are suffering because
they are misunderstanding themselves to
be the body. If you think that you are your
coat and shirt, and you very carefully wash
the coat and shirt but you forget to eat,
will you be happy?

Mike Robinson: No, I wouldn’t.

Srila Prabhupada: Similarly, everyone is
simply washing the “coat and shirt” of the
body, but forgetting about the soul within
the body. They have no information about
what is within the “coat and shirt” of the
body. Ask anybody what he is, and he will
say, “Yes, [ am an Englishman,” or, “I am

Most religious people
say, “We believe.”
But what is the
value of this belief?
You may believe
something which is
not actually correct.
Some Christians
say, “We believe
that the animals
have no soul.”
That is not correct.

an Indian.” And if we say, “I can see you
have an English or an Indian body, but
what are you?” —that he cannot say.
Mike Robinson: I see.

Srila Prabhupada: The whole modern civi-
lization operates on the misunderstanding
that the material body is the self (dehatma-
buddhi). This is the mentality of the cats
and dogs. Suppose I try to enter England,
and you stop me at the border: “1 am an
Englishman,” you say, “but you are In-
dian. Why have you come here?” and the
dog barks, “Rau rau, why are you coming?”
So what is the difference in mentality? The
dog is thinking he’s a dog and I'm a
stranger, and you are thinking you are an
Englishman and I am an Indian. There’s
no difference in mentality. So if you keep
people in the darkness of a dog’s mentality
and declare that you are advancing in civi-
lization, you are most misguided.

Mike Robinson: Now, moving on to an-
other point, I gather the Hare Krsna move-
ment has some concern for areas of the
world where there is suffering.
Srila Prabhupida: Yes, we have the only
concern. Others are simply avoiding the
main problems: birth, old age, disease,
and death. Others have no solution to
these problems; they are being misguided.
They are being kept in darkness. Let us
start to give them light.
Mike Robinson: Yes, but apart from giv-
ing spiritual enlightenment, are you also
concerned for people’s physical well-being?
Srila Prabhupada: Physical well-being auto-
matically follows spiritual well-being.
Mike Robinson: And how does that work?
Srila Prabhupada: Suppose you have a
car. So, naturally, you take care of the car
as well as yourself. But you don’t identify
yourself as the car. You don’t say, “I am
this car.” That is nonsense. But this is
what people are doing. They are taking
too much care of the bodily “car,” think-
ing that the “car” is the self. They forget
that they are different from the “car,” that
they are a spirit soul and have a different
business. Just as no one can drink petrol
and be satisfied, so no one can be satis-
fied with bodily activities. He must find .
out the proper food for the soul. If a man
thinks, “I am a car, and I must drink this
petrol,” he is considered insane. Similarly,
one who thinks that he is this body, and
who tries to become happy with bodily
pleasures, is also insane.
Mike Robinson: There’s a quote here that
I'd like you to comment on. I was given
this literature by your people before I
came, and one of the things you say here is
that “Religion without a rational basis is
just sentiment.” Can you explain that?
Srila Prabhupada: Most religious people
say, “We believe . . .” But what s the value
of this belief? You may believe something
which is not actually correct. For instance,
some of the Christian people say, “We be-
lieve that animals have no soul.” That is
not correct. They believe animals have no
soul because they want to eat the animals,
but actually animals do have a soul.
Mike Robinson:-How do you know that
the animal has a soul?
Srila Prabhupada: You can know, also.
Here is the scientific proof: the animal
eats, you eat; the animal sleeps, you sleep;
the animal has sex, you have sex; the ani-
mal defends, you also defend. Then what
is the difference between you and the ani-
mal? How can you say that you have a soul
but the animal doesn’t?
Mike Robinson: I can see that completely.
But the Christian scriptures say—
Srila Prabhupada: Don’t bring in any scrip-
tures; this is a commonsense topic. Try to
understand. The animal is eating, you are
eating; the animal is sleeping, you are
(continued on page 13)
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Lord Krsna’s Cuisine

OFFERING &
OF LOVE

The Sunday Love Feast,
a tasty tradition at the Hare Krsna center,
is much more than just a good meal.

by VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

ack in August of 1965, Srila Prabhupada, the

founder and spiritual master of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON), was crossing the Atlantic aboard the
steamship Jaladuta. At that time there was no
worldwide Hare Krsna movement. But Srila
Prabhupada was crossing the ocean to carry the
message of Krsna consciousness to the Western
world. For days he’d been feeling seasick and dizzy,
yet on August 20, the appearance-day anniversary of
Lord Krsna, he spoke to the crew about Lord
Krsna’s philosophy and fed them prasadam (food
offered to Krsna) that he’d cooked himself.

And later, in America, Srila Prabhupada
regularly cooked and distributed prasadam—to his
suburban hosts near Pittsburgh, to a hatha-yoga
teacher in uptown New York, to the guests who
attended his evening lectures, and to the hungry
spiritual seekers who began coming to his New York
storefront for lunch each day. But it wasn’t until
Srila Prabhupada had been in America for a year
that he began the “Love Feast.”

So it was that late one Saturday night in the fall of
1966, one devotee was stirring sweet rice in the small
kitchen in the storefront temple at 26 Second
Avenue, while others were frying samosas,
kneading and rolling puri dough, spicing vegetable
dishes, cutting apples for a chutney, making golden
ghee-fried milk balls (called gulabjamuns), and
working on some half dozen other preparations,
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all under Srila Prabhupada’s direct supervision. This
was all in preparation for one of the first of
ISKCON’s Sunday Love Feasts, and the devotees,
who had advertised the new program in the Lower
East Side neighborhood, were expecting about fifty
guests.

Word spread quickly about the exotic and
delicious vegetarian feasts the Hare Krsna devotees
were having. Before long, each Sunday the small
temple room and courtyard would fill with guests
eager to try the delicacies the devotees were
generously serving. Over the years that followed,
Srila Prabhupada opened many other temples, and
in each one his Sunday feast program became a
standard activity that continues today in the 175



Hare Krsna temples worldwide.

We sincerely request you to visit us soon for an
enjoyable summer Sunday evening (see the list on
pages 20-21 for the Hare Krsna temple nearest you).
We’d like you to try the dishes we’ve made for
Krsna’s pleasure. As you can see from the photo of
Lord Krsna'’s plate, we try to please Him with variety
and opulence. As for the taste—that you can judge
for yourself when you come.

Perhaps it seems odd that we cook this
extraordinary meal and offer it to God on His own
silver plate before anyone else (including the cook)
has tasted it. Actually, this is an important part of the
science of devotion. God is not in need of anything
from anyone; He is self-sufficient. Yet He eagerly

accepts whatever His devotee offers Him in love. In
other words, although God is the proprietor of
everything and is full and complete in Himself, and
although He is the reservoir of all pleasure, still His
pleasure increases unlimitedly (as does ours) when
we serve Him with love.

The process of pleasing the Supreme is called
bhakti, or service to the Lord with devotion. For
those inclined toward philosophy, bhakti can be
intensely philosophical; for those inclined toward
activity, it can be most active. Bhakti can be as
passive as hearing about Krsna, as arduous as
fighting for Him, and as nectarean as caring for Him
and feeding Him.

To Lord Krsna, bhakti is the most important
qualification a person can have. In the Bhagavad-
gita (18.55) Krsna says, “One can understand Me as
I am, as the Supreme Personality of Godhead, only
by devotional service. And when one is in full
consciousness of Me by such devotion, he can enter
into the kingdom of God.” In other words, God is
hungry not for our food, but for our bhakti. And in
exchange for our bhakti, He gives Himself.

The dishes that you see in the photograph, like all
the dishes the devotees offer to Krsna, contain no
meat, fish, or eggs. They, like the hundreds of
thousands of other dishes we can offer, are made
with combinations of vegetables, grains, fruits, milk,
nuts, water and sweeteners. This is because Lord
Krsna advises, “If one offers Me with love and
devotion a leaf, a flower, a fruit or water, I will
accept it” (Bg. 9.26).

And why the silver plate?

God, Srila Prabhupada has explained, is the
original owner of all wealth. Whatever wealth we
may have ultimately belongs to God, for He is its
origin, its creator. A devotee, therefore, sees that all
wealth should be used in the service of its owner,
Krsna. So whatever wealth a devotee has he uses in
the service of Krsna. If the devotee had the means,
he would offer meals to the Lord on pure gold.
Silver, after all, is still not quite the best.

Eating the food that’s been offered to Krsna with
such love and devotion brings about an inner wealth
that can’t be purchased with any amount of money.
This is the wealth of spiritual life. Srila Prabhupada
writes, “Preparing nice, simple vegetable dishes,
offering them before the picture or Deity of Lord
Krsna, and bowing down and praying for Him to
accept such a humble offering enable one to
advance steadily in life, to purify the body, and to
create fine brain tissues, which will lead to clear
thinking. When one offers Krsna food, Krsna
directly accepts such eatables, and one becomes
Krsna-ized by eating such remnants.”

Please, come and join us for the Sunday Love
Feast. It’s a transcendental experience we’d like to

share with you. : &
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THE VEDIC

NOTHING COMES
FROM NOTHING

by Kundali dasa

Every month I get Acts and Facts, the
newsletter of the Institute for Creation
Research (ICR), a Christian organization
out to demolish the evolutionists. The
newsletter brings me spirited updates on
the latest round in a seemingly endless
series of debates between the God-fearing
creationists and the atheistic evolutionists.

The creationists believe that the Holy
Bible is the absolute word of God and
hence the last word on creation, any con-
tradiction being false, diabolical, and unfit
to be taught in the schools. At the very
least, they declare, the biblical version
should be presented as an alternative to
the atheistic theory of evolution.

The evolutionists object to the creation-
ists’ claim on the ground that the Bible
teaches religion, not science. The biblical
version of creation is not supported by any
hard scientific facts— proof, the evolution-
ists say, that the universe was not created
but rather evolved from a tiny point of
concentrated matter the size of a pinhead.

Mysteriously, this pinhead of inert mat-
ter grew and grew until it became a good-
sized chunk. Just as mysteriously, the
chunk exploded. And the universe came
into being. Gradually, over a period of
many millions of years, from the random
pushes and pulls of subatomic particles,
the pieces fell into place and the creation—
oops, sorry, wrong word—existence, as
we know it, developed.

The evolution theory doesn’t deny the
need or possibility of a transcendent cre-
ator. After all, even a tiny pinhead speck
of concentrated matter has to come from
somewhere.

Whence came the speck? Right now the
evolutionists have no stock answer to this
question. They are determined, however,
to come up with an alternative to God. At
all costs, they want to avoid resorting to
mysticism.

How this dispute will finally be settled,
if it is ever to be settled, is of paramount
concern to the people at ICR, and for
good reason. Should the evolution theory
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Transcendental Comment

be established as incontrovertible in its
present form, it would put holes big enough
to pass a church through in the Christians’
claim that the Bible is the absolute word of
God—a welcome event, no doubt, in the
minds of those who believe religion is
holding back the progress of civilization.

I am not prepared to settle this issue one
way or the other, because the Krsna con-
sciousness version of creation* —which 1
cannot present in this limited space—
supports neither the evolutionists nor the
creationists. But, isn’t there something
about atheistic evolution that confounds
logic and common sense?

Atheism asks us to agree that everything
came from nothing. In other words, on the
question of how the universe came about,
atheism says, “No intelligence, no designer,
no creator—nothing was involved. It just
happened of its own accord.”

To put it another way, atheism favors
Absolute Ignorance over Absolute Wisdom
in trying to explain all the achiecvements of
creative skill. Let’s try applying this prac-
tically. Sit back and imagine for a few mo-
ments someone successfully convincing you
that this short essay had no author. . . .
It’s absurd, isn’t it?

"The Vedic explanation of creation appeared in
BACK TO GODHEAD 19.9 in the article “How
He Creates.”

DVARAKA
“DISCOVERED”

by Ramanatha-sukha dasa

Archcolugists report that they may have
found the remains of an ancient city
beneath the waters of the Arabian Sca off
the coast of Gujarat. Wax scals, carthen-
ware, and other artifacts have been attri-
buted to Dvaraka, the ancient capital of
Lord Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead.

S. R. Rao, resident archeologist at India’s
National Institute of Oceanography, led a
diving expedition a few miles off the coast
of Gujarat last December, locating a vast
temple complex. Subsequent laboratory
tests have shown that the temple flourished
as part of a city more than three thou-
sand years ago.

The diving expedition used sophisticated
underwater vacuum tubes and side-scan
sonar to locate the Dvaraka site. “This
project is helping us to learn about our his-
tory, our culture, and our religion,” said
V. V. Varadachari, the oceanography in-
stitute’s director.

Critics of the government-funded expe-
dition have complained that the money
should have been used to improve the na-
tion’s education system, since 185,000 of
India’s schools do not even have chalk-
boards. These critics are not impressed
that modern scientific technology is being
used for a spiritual purpose—to find a
principal location of the Supreme Lord’s
earthly pastimes.

At least in one sense the critics are cor-
rect: Most of India’s six hundred million
citizens already know from reading the
Srimad-Bhagavatam and other Vedic lit-
eratures that Lord Krsna had a kingdom
off the west coast of India. They don’t
need their scriptural knowledge confirmed
through archeology.

THE DESCENT
OF MICKEY MOUSE

by Nayanabhirama dasa

was sitting in the lobby of the Hare
Krsna movement’s international guest-
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house in Vrndavana, India, when [ hap-
pened to notice a copy of the Hindustan
Times. Curious to find out what was hap-
pening in the world, I leafed through the
paper and came upon an unusually large
advertisement with this heading: The Real
Mickey Mouse from Disneyland, U.S.A .|
is here! “Oh, no,” I groaned. “Mickey
Mouse in India! What next?”

I couldn’t believe my eyes. 1 thought |
must have either been dreaming or be-
come delirious from too much sun. But
“No,” the ad copy reassured me, “you're
not dreaming. Mickey is coming all the
way from Disneyland to meet you all, in
an afternoon of laughter, fun, clephant
rides, games, cats, and more. . . . So be
there, kids. Mickey's dying to meet all of
you. . . . Tomorrow at the Oberoi Inter-
continental Hotel, the gates of funland
will swing open for you.” The celebrated
rodent was to arrive on a special Pan Am
flight from Los Angeles the next day.

Two days later, the story of Mickey's
descent on Delhi appeared in the Hindustan
Times:

MUTE MICKEY DELIGHTS KIDS

New Delhi (Feb. 22). Every child’s prayer

“We want Mickey Mouse!” was answered

this afternoon as the flippy-floppy. beaming

sweetheart of the millions, none other than
the real Mickey from Disneyland, descended
on the lawns of the Hotel Oberoi Inter-
continental bringing a twinkle into many an

innocent eye. . . .7

At his press conference, Mickey Mouse
was accompanied by his spokesperson and
interpreter, Melissa Tyler, the official
“Disneyland Ambassador to the World.”
Asked by one of the journalists what he
had to say, Mickey replied through Ms.
Tyler, “Keep a smile on your face.”

A reassuring message in troubled times
such as these. And not difficult for one
wearing a mask (such as Mickey’s) with a
painted smile. But aside from the spoiled
kids from Delhi’s posh suburbs stuffing
their pudgy faces with the gratis goodies,
there were few others who could take ad-
vantage of the munificent Mouse’s hospi-
tality. India’s numberless homeless and
destitute children, who work for a pittance
in conditions of Dickensian squalor, would
never see Mickey Mouse or tuck in to the

funland goodies.

No matter, for Mickey’s real message,
that of ever-expanding consumerism, would
be heard loud and clear by those that
count, that is, India’s affluent upper class.
The fact is that Mickey Mouse is America’s
best and most popular ambassador to the
world—*best™ in the sense that he pro-
motes American materialistic values of
consumerism. Like the Hollywood movie
in which, as Marshall Macl.uhan observed,
“all the ordinary people have cars, refrig-
erators, and electric stoves,” so Mickey
Mouse, a personification of that Holly-
wood fantasyland, is one big advertisement

for consumer goods.

One of the Disney ads, for example, of-
fered a free Disney gift with every pur-
chase. Among the products listed were
Disney calendars, musical greeting cards,
Mickey Mouse hats, diaries, and auto-
graph books. The whole idea behind con-
sumerism is to expand markets by fostering
artificial desires for goods no one really
needs. After all, who really needs a Mouse-
keteer hat or a Mickey Mouse autograph
book? But secking to expand its markets,
Walt Disney Productions has sent Mickey
Mouse around the world to create a “need”
for the superfluous.

Unlike the West, India is not yet fully
geared for consumerism. Most Indian
shops, barely larger than kiosks, carry little

more than the basic necessities of life.
There is no impulse buying of unnecessary
items. If you need something, you ask for
it, or have it made to order. Nor is there
much advertising in the newspapers, a lack
that accounts for their skimpiness.

It was the British imperialists, pressed
by a nced to expand their markets, who
first introduced consumerism into India
and began eroding her traditional Vedic
culture. British propaganda did not simply
aim to establish consumerism per se. but
to create a demand for British goods ex-
clusively. To do this the British had to first
establish the inferiority of anything “native™
(a derogatory term when used by imperial-
ists), which included everything from their
heathen religion and philosophy to cus-
toms, mores. and culture, all of which the
British found incomprehensible.

The British propaganda has been so in-
grained in the Indian mind that even today.
if you look at advertisements in India’s
glossy movie magazines or on urban bill-
boards, you'll find English-looking models
enjoying British products such as Britannia
(white) bread or glucose biscuits with their
English tea.

Gandhi understood that the way to break
the imperial yoke would be for Indians to
boycott British goods. Hence, he and his
followers burned all the British-milled
cloth and wore their own homespun cloth
instead, which is what Indians had worn
long before there were any British fac-
tories. Seeing no need for heavy industry.
which he believed deleterious to the human
spirit, Gandhi wanted to revive the cot-
tage industries. Since independence in
1947, however, there have been many
great changes. and India has come a long
way toward modernization. Now the mills
of Bombay and Ahmedabad have replaced
those of Manchester and Lancashire, and
India, believe it or not, ranks among the
top ten industrialized nations in the world.

Although British imperialism is long
gone, American and Japanese goods have
replaced the British ones. Like consumers
all over the world, Indians are mad after
the latest electronic gadgets and state-of-
the-art technology.

The insidiousness of Mickey Mouse's

(continued on page 35)
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.1 A Prophecy

Fultilled

Lord Caitanya launched His mission of mercy in
West Bengal. Five hundred years later, Srila Prabhupada
took that mission to heart—and to the entire world.

by SESA DASA

he flat, verdant ricelands of West

Bengal's district of Nadia appear
timeless and remote. Farmers till the soil
with oxen and wooden plows in this land
seemingly unconcerned with today’s
modern world. Yet Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, who appeared here five
hundred years ago, predicted that the
spiritual movement He started here would
be broadcast all over the world and would
indeed change the direction of civilization.

Sri Caitanya inaugurated the sarikirtana

movement of the congregational chanting
of the holy names of God. While living
here in Nadia, He would travel from village
to village, chanting Hare Krsna, Hare

Lord Caitanya, who traversed the beautiful
Mayapur countryside (below) five hundred
years ago, desired that the chanting of Krsna's
names be spread all over the world, a desire
Srila Prabhupada fulfilled. Srila Prabhupada,
the jet-age guru (1), circled the globe fourteen
times in twelve years. He met, among others.,
the mayor of Geneva (2) and German author
Baron von Durkheim (3), and he brought his
Western disciples back to Mayapur (4) to
construct a spiritual city. Whether he was

in London (5), Nairobi (6), Moscow (7),
Rome (8). Hamburg (9), or Paris (10). Srila
Prabhupada encouraged everyone to serve
Krsna and to chant His holy names. He spoke
warmly with everyone, as seen here in
London’s Conway Hall (11) and at the Hare
Krsna temple in New York City (12).

Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare
Hare. The mission of the Lord is always to
deliver the fallen souls, and this chanting
works powerfully to reawaken the natural
love of God dormant in our hearts. Lord
Caitanya, therefore, was fulfilling His
mission of mercy simply by chanting and
dancing.

Later, after entering the renounced
order, (sannyasa), Lord Caitanya traveled
throughout the Indian subcontinent
chanting the holy names and dancing in
ecstatic love of God. The Lord’s chanting
would inspire others to chant and their
chanting would inspire still others. In this
way the sankirtana movement spread (and
is continuing to spread) to every city.
town, and village.

Lord Caitanya broadcast His message
with mrdarnga drums and hand cymbals
and traveled on foot. He did not spread
His movement outside of India. although
His plan was that all the peoples of the
world would one day take up chanting the
holy names and thus awaken their dormant
love of God. To fulfill this vision. Lord
Caitanya requested His devotees to
continue the momentum He had begun in
the land of Nadia.

Srila Ripa Gosvami and Sanatana
Gosvami, chief disciples of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, were dispatched to
Vrndavana, the place of Krsna's childhood
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pastimes. There, in pursuance of the Lord’s
order, they authored many books explain-
ing Lord Caitanya’s teachings—not by
creative speculation, but by respectfully
and extensively citing the Vedic literature.
Riupa Gosvami and Sanatana Gosvami
wrote and preached, and their disciples
and their disciples’ disciples heard and
repeated the teachings. Thus the teach-
ings of Lord Caitanya have been purely
preserved throughout the five centuries
since the Lord’s appearance.

In 1896 the teachings of Lord Caitanya
reached the West. Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura, foremost of Nadia’s disciplic fol-
lowers of Lord Caitanya, sent a small
book he had written in English to McGill
University in Montreal. The book was
part of his plan to spiritualize Western
civilization. He predicted that soon devo-
tees from all over the world would come
together in the land of Nadia to worship
Lord Caitanya.

Srila Bhaktivinoda’s son, Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati, expanded upon his
father’s desire, utilizing modern means of
transportation and communication, espe-
cially the printing press, to spread the sari-
kirtana movement. Srila Bhaktisiddhinta
likened the printing press to a big drum, a
brhat mrdanga. An ordinary mrdanga is
heard only within a small radius, but the
printing press can be “heard” all over the
world. Since in Lord Caitanya’s mission
the book and drum carry the same mes-
sage, 10 call the printing press a brhat
mrdariga is most fitting. And Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta played his big mirdariga, writing
many volumes of transcendental literature
in Bengali and English and encouraging
his disciples to do the same.

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta wanted to send his
disciples to influential Western countries
to preach. He saw that a preacher’s travel
was no longer limited by geographical and
cultural considerations. Modern transpor-
tation and communication had made the
entire world into a great global commu-
nity, with tremendous potential for spread-
ing the movement of Lord Caitanya. Most
sincere Vaisnavas of the day simply saw
the Western countries and their techno-
logical advancements as synonymous with
materialism. How could a follower of Lord
Caitanya, they reasoned, go to the West or
use Western gadgets and machines? But
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta simply saw the op-
portunity to fulfill the great desire of Lord
Caitanya.

In Calcuttain 1922, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
took an immediate interest in young Abhay
Charan De. Although Abhay Charan was
later to be initiated by Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta and eventually to become known
the world over as Srila Prabhupada, the
founder and spiritual master of the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness, at their first meeting he was startled
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to hear this venerable saint request him
to take Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana move-
ment to the English-speaking world. Abhay
argued against Srila Bhaktisiddhanta’s pro-
posal. India was a dependent nation under
British rule; who would listen? But Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta defeated this argument,
stressing that Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana
movement was transcendental to politics.
The movement that Lord Caitanya had
begun in Nadia, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvatl explained, was not dependent
upon any material circumstances. It would,
by the pure desire of the Supreme Lord
and His devotees, spread throughout the
world. Abhay Charan heard and accepted
the instructions of his spiritual master and
started to mold his life by them.

It was not until August of 1965, after
many years of preparation and struggle,

Srila Prabhupada
led the expansion of
Lord Caitanya’s
movement, circling
the globe once
or twice every year.
Wherever he went
he would preach
to government and
religious leaders,
as well as to
the common man.

that Srila Prabhupada boarded the steam-
ship Jaladuta for New York City, the heart
of Western civilization. Alone, and with
little more than his simple sannyasi garb
and forty rupees, he arrived in the com-
pletely strange and foreign land of America.
But he had his copies of his translation of
Srimad-Bhagavatam, and he carried the
holy name of Krspa. He was the emissary
of Lord Caitanya.

Using a pair of hand cymbals he had
brought with him, $rila Prabhupada began
his mission, chanting with a small band of
young seekers on New York’s Lower East
Side. With the help of a friend, Srila
Prabhupada made a record album, chant-
ing Hare Krsna to the accompaniment of a
harmonium and a borrowed mrdariga drum.
As news of the Indian swami and his chant
spread, more and more young people began
joining him at his small storefront for

morning and evening classes and chanting.

Embarking in January 1967 on his first
airplane journey, Srila Prabhupada took
the sarikirtana movement to San Fran-
cisco. There he chanted in Golden Gate
Park, drawing thousands of hippies anxious
for the alternative answers the sankirtana
movement offered. Srila Prabhupada had
outlined these alternatives in the books
that he was translating:

Human society, at the present moment, is
not in the darkness of oblivion. It has made
rapid progress in the field of material com-
forts, education, and economic development
throughout the entire world. But there is a
pinprick somewhere in the social body at
large, and therefore there are large-scale
quarrels, even over less important issues.
There is need of a clue as to how humanity
can become one in peace, friendship, and
prosperity with a commaon cause. Srimad-
Bhagavatam will fill this need, for it is a cul-
tural presentation for the respiritualization
of the entire human society.

Lord Caitanya’s movement was not to
be confined to the limited geographical
boundaries of India or the countercultural
world of America’s hippies. It was the
spiritual movement of the age, meant for
delivering all fallen souls from the suffer-
ings of material existence. :

Through his personal example, his writ-
ings, and his spoken instructions, Srila
Prabhupada inspired his disciples to take
up Lord Caitanya’s cause. Within one year
of his journey to San Francisco, he had
completed his first world tour and had sent
three couples to London. Within a short
time, they had enlisted the help of Beatle
George Harrison and had recorded the
Hare Krspa chant for Apple Records.
This record became a number-one hit on
popular music charts all over Europe. And
on the sidewalks of major cities of America
and Europe, it became common to see
sankirtana parties composed mainly of
Western young people dressed in the fash-
ion of Lord Caitanya, playing mrdanga
drums and hand cymbals and chanting Hare
Krsna.

As Lord Caitanya’s international move-
ment grew, Srila Prabhupada instructed
his disciples to increase the distribution of
the books he had written. This was also
sarikirtana, he explained.

Srila Prabhupada led the expansion of
Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana movement,
circling the globe once or twice every year.
Wherever he went he preached to govern-
ment and religious leaders, as well as to the
common man. His unshakable faith made
him confident that if anyone objectively
heard the message of Lord Caitanya, then
that person’s life would be transformed.
In his translation of Caitanya-caritamria
he wrote, “The Krsna consciousness move-
ment has spread all over the world within a

(continued on page 35)
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(continued from page 5)

sleeping; the animal is defending, you are
defending; the animal is having sex, you
are having sex; the animals have children,
you have children; they have a living place,
you have a living place. If the animal’s
body is cut, there is blood; if your body is
cut, there is blood. So, all these similarities
are there. Now, why do you deny this one
similarity, the presence of the soul? This
is not logical. You have studied logic? In
logic there is something called analogy.
Analogy means drawing a conclusion by
finding many points of similarity. If there
are so many points of similarity between
human beings and animals, why deny one
similarity? That is not logic. That is not
science.

Mike Robinson: But if you take that argu-
ment and use it the other way—

Srila Prabhupada: There is no other way.
If you are not arguing on the basis of logic,
then you are not rational.

Mike Robinson: Yes, OK, but let’s start
from another hypothesis. Suppose we as-
sume that a human being has no soul—
Srila Prabhupada: Then you must explain
the difference between a living body and a
dead body. I have already explained this
at the beginning. As soon as the living
force, the soul, is gone from the body,
even the most beautiful body has no value.
No one cares for it. But now, if [ touch
your hair, there will be a fight. That is the
distinction between a living body and a
dead body. In a living body the soul is
there, and in a dead body the soul is not
there. As soon as the soul leaves the body,
the body has no value. It is useless. This is
very simple to understand, but even the
biggest so-called scientists and philoso-
phers are too dull-headed to understand
it. Modern society is in a very abominable
condition. There is no man with a real
brain.

Mike Robinson: Are you referring to all
the scientists who fail to understand the
spiritual dimensions of life?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Real science means
full knowledge of everything material and
spiritual.

Mike Robinson: But you were a chemist in
secular life, were you not?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, but it doesn’t re-
quire any great intelligence to become a
chemist. Any commonsense man can do it.
Mike Robinson: But presumably you think
that material science is also important,
even if today’s scientists are dull-headed.
Srila Prabhupada: Material science is im-
portant just so far. It is not all-important.
Mike Robinson: I see. Can I come back to
a question I had from before? When we
were differing a few minutes ago you were
saying, “Don’t bring the scriptures in; just
use common sense.” But what part do the

scriptures play in your religion? How im-
portant are they?

Srila Prabhupada: Our religion is a sci-
ence. When we say that a child grows into
a boy, it is science. Itis not religion. Every
child grows into a boy. What is the ques-
tion of religion? Every man dies. What is
the question of religion? And when a man
dies, the body becomes useless. What is
the question of religion? It is science.
Whether you're Christian or Hindu or
Moslem, when you die your body becomes
useless. This is science. When your rela-
tive dies, you cannot say, “We are Chris-
tian; we believe he has not died.” No, he
has died. Whether you are Christian or
Hindu or Moslem, he has died. So when
we speak, we speak on this basis: that the
body is important only as long as the soul
is in the body. When the soul is not there,

Religion also means
science. People
wrongly take religion
to mean faith—
“I believe.” Religion
means scientific
understanding of the
supreme controller:
learning to
understand the
supreme controller
and obey Him.

it is useless. This science is applicable to
everyone, and we are trying to educate
people on this basis.

Mike Robinson: But if I understand you
correctly, you seem to be educating people
on a purely scientific basis. Where does
religion come into it at all?

Srila Prabhupada: Religion also means
science. People have wrongly taken reli-
gion to mean faith—*“I believe.” [To a
devotee:] Look up the word religion in the
dictionary.

Disciple: Under religion the dictionary
says, “recognition of superhuman control
or power, and especially of a personal
God entitled to obedience, and effecting
such recognition with the proper mental
attitude.”

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Religion means
learning to obey the supreme controller.
So, you may be Christian and I may be

Hindu; it doesn’t matter. We must both
accept that there is a supreme controller.
Everyone has to accept that; that is real
religion. Not this “We believe animals
have no soul.” That is not religion. That is
most unscientific. Religion means scientific
understanding of the supreme controller:
to understand the supreme controller and
obey Him—that’s all. In the state, the
good citizen is he who understands the
government and obeys the laws of the
government. He is a good citizen. And the
bad citizen is the one who doesn’t care for
the government. So, if you become a bad
citizen by ignoring God’s government, then
you are irreligious. And if you are a good
citizen, then you are religious.

Mike Robinson: I see. Can you tell me
what you believe to be the meaning of life?
Why do we exist in the first place?

Srila Prabhupada: The meaning of life is
to enjoy. But now you are on a false plat-
form of life, and therefore you are suffer-
ing instead of enjoying. Everywhere we
see the struggle for existence. Everyone is
struggling, but what is their enjoyment in
the end? They are simply suffering and
dying. Therefore, although life means en-
joyment, at the present moment your life
is not enjoyment. But if you come to the
real spiritual platform of life, then you’ll
enjoy.

Mike Robinson: Can you explain to me,
finally, some of the stages you go through
in spiritual life? What are the spiritual
stages that a new devotee of Krsna goes
through?

Srila Prabhupada: The first is that you are
inquisitive. “So,” you say, “what is this
Krsna consciousness movement? Let me
study it.” This is called sraddha, or faith.
This is the beginning. Then, if you are seri-
ous, you mix with those who are cultivat-
ing this knowledge. You try to understand
how they are feeling. Then you’ll feel,
“Why not become one of them?” And when
you become one of them, then all your
misgivings soon go away. You become
more faithful, and then you get a real taste
for Krsna consciousness. Why aren’t these
boys going to see the cinema? Why don’t
they eat meat or go to the nightclub?
Because their taste has changed. They
hate all these things now. In this way, you
make progress. First, faith, then associa-
tion with devotees, then removal of all
misgivings, then firm faith, then taste,
then God realization, and then love of
God, the perfection. That s first-class reli-
gion. Not some ritualistic ceremony of “I
believe, you believe.” That is not religion.
That is cheating. Real religion means to
develop your love for God. That is the
perfection of religion.

Mike Robinson: Thank you very much for
talking with me. It’s been a pleasure talking
to you.

Srila Prabhupada: Hare Krsna. o
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

On Social Revolution

The following conversation between His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada and members of the United
Nations World Health Organization took
place in Geneva on June 6, 1974.

Srila Prabhupada: All over the world, or
anywhere in the world, you can make
this experiment, just as we are doing.
Live very simply, be self-sufficient; get
your necessities not from factories but
from the farmland. And glorify God’s
holy names.

In this industrial set-up, capitalist or
communist, only a few big men can be
happy—so-called happy—at the ex-
pense of the other people. And because
the others are being exploited or simply
left unemployed by this corrupt few, the
others also become corrupt. They try to
avoid all work and sit idly. Or else they
do not work honestly. And so many
other things.

So the only remedy is that everyone
should live naturally and chant God’s
holy names. Become God conscious.
This remedy is simple, and here you
can see some of the results. My young
European and American students—they
had been addicted to drugs and drink-
ing and smoking and so many other
modern bad habits. But now, just see
how sober they are and how they are
glorifying the Lord’s holy names.

You can change the world and make

everything all right, provided you take
this instruction. There is no other rem-
edy. If you choose not to listen, what
can be done? The remedy—the right
medicine—is there. But if you don’t
take the medicine, how will the disease
be cured?
W.H.O. member: You referred earlier
to the unfortunate departure of villagers
to the city. You pointed out that in city
life, the villagers become factory work-
ers, and then so many evils follow. And
you suggested as a solution that if we
live in the villages and work the land for
a mere three months, we’ll have food to
eat for the whole year.

But I'd like to point out that there is
such a vast amount of unemployment in
our towns and villages. Many people
there are feeling doomed. They cannot

produce enough food for themselves,
because they do not have access to the
land. The mercantile people use it for
their own purposes. And this is why so
many of the ordinary people are un-
employed. This is why they go into the
cities. It is not necessarily that “the good
life” in the city attracts them, but that
they don’t have access to the land. The
land is not used by the mercantile group,
and the ordinary people are not able to
live in the villages as free men and grow
enough food for themselves.

Now, the mercantile group are exploit-

ing. They are exploiting. So unless there
is some kind of revolution by which you
can curb the power of this mercantile
group, how can you hope that someday
people will be able to live in their vil-
lages and grow their own food on the
land?
Srila Prabhupada: The thing is, the
government has the duty to see that
nobody is unemployed. That is good
government.

In the Vedic system, society has four
natural groupings. The brahmanas, or
thoughtful group, instruct and advise.
The ksatriyas, or dynamic group, pro-
tect and organize. Then the vaisyas, or
mercantile group, look after the land
and cows and see to food production.

And the sidras, or laboring group, as-
sist the other groups.

Now, this means that the government
should be composed of dynamic ksa-
triyas, who will protect everyone else and
make sure the various groupings are
doing their duties. The government has
to see that everyone is properly em-
ployed. Then the whole problem of un-
employment will be solved.

W.H.O. member: But at present the
mercantile group are also in the govern-
ment. In fact, they are entrenched. They
have a very strong voice in the govern-
ment, and in many instances they are
outright officials in the government.
Srila Prabhupada: No—that means bad
government.

W.H.O. member: Yes, thatis . . . thatis
true.

Srila Prabhupada: That is bad govern-
ment. The mercantile group should have
nothing to do with the government.
Otherwise, how can the government
see—with no ulterior motives—about
everyone’s employment?

The government should encourage the
mercantile group to use their ingenuity
freely, but not to devise unnatural in-
dustries that come and go and leave
people unemployed. The government
has to see that everyone is properly
employed.

W.H.O. member: That’s what [ am
looking forward to—the day when the
Krsna consciousness movement can be-
come a real revolutionary movement
that will change the face of society.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. I think it will
bring revolution, because the American
and European people are taking it to
heart. I have introduced it to them, and
they’re very intelligent— they take every-
thing very seriously.

We have been working only a few
years, and yet we have spread this move-
ment all over the world. If people take it
seriously, it will go on, and there will be
revolution. Because we are not working
whimsically, capriciously. We are taking
authoritative direction from the $astra,
the scripture. There is so much informa-
tion here. People can read all these
books and get information. If they take
it seriously, it will bring revolution. &k
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Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the “cream of the Vedic literatures™ of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purdna, or history, to explain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The origi-
nal Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupida, Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: “The Status Quo”

CHAPTER EICHT

Manifestation of Brahma
From Garbhodakasayi Visnu

In this installment of our continuing presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam,
the great sage Maitreya tells Vidura, an eternal associate of Lord Krsna,
about the activities of Brahma, the first being created by the Lord.

TEXT 13
TR Ee-
wRRISH @ ae |
TR weEaE g
gemEIhEd AR 1230

tasyartha-sitksmabhinivista-drster
antar-gato 'rtho rajasa taniyan

gunena kalanugatena viddhah
stsyars tadabhidyata nabhi-desat

tasya—His; artha—subject; sitksma—subtle; abhinivista-drsteh —of
one whose attention was fixed; antah-gatah—internal; arthah—pur-
pose; rajasd—by the mode of passion of material nature; taniydn—very
subtle; gunena—by the qualities; kala-anugatena—in due course of
time; viddhah—agitated: sdsyan—generating: tadd—then: abhi-
dyata—pierced through; nabhi-desat—from the abdomen.

TRANSLATION

The subtle subject matter of creation, on which the Lord’s atten-
tion was fixed, was agitated by the material mode of passion, and
thus the subtle form of creation pierced through His abdomen.

TEXT 14

A RN SEEEE
FHA FHATTA |
Tt qwfes  fae
fediaaas g 1280
sa padma-kosah sahasodatisthat
kdlena karma-pratibodhanena
sva-rocisa tat salilam visalam
vidyotayann arka ivitma-yonih

sah—that; padma-kosah—bud of a lotus flower: sahasda—suddenly;
udatisthat—appeared: kilena—by time: karma—fruitive activities;
pratibodhanena—awakening: sva-rocisi—by its own effulgence; tat—

that: salilam—water of devastation: visalam—vast; vidyotayan—il-
luminating; arkah—the sun: iva—like; datma-yonih—generating from
the Personality of Visnu.

TRANSLATION

Piercing through, this sum total form of the fruitive activity of
the living entities took the shape of the bud of a lotus flower
generated from the Personality of Visnu, and by His supreme will
it illuminated everything, like the sun, and dried up the vast
waters of devastation.

TEXT 15
TGEE | I ux Ao

TeifTmaETRy |
afem @ g e
AR 4 W FEfe A 124

tal loka-padmari sa u eva visnuh
pravivisat sarva-gundavabhasam

tasmin svayarh vedamayo vidhata
svayambhuvam yam sma vadanti so 'bhit

tat—that; loka—universal: padmam—Ilotus flower: sah—He: u—
certainly: eva—factually: visnuh—the Lord; pravivisat—entered into;
sarva—all: guna-avabhdsam—reservoir of all modes of nature;
tasmin—in which; svayam—in person; veda-mayah—the personality of
Vedic wisdom; vidhata—controller of the universe; svayam-bhuvam—
self-born: yam—whom: sma—in the past; vadanti—do say: sah—he:
abhiit—generated.

TRANSLATION

Into that universal lotus flower Lord Vignu personally entered as
the Supersoul, and when it was thus impregnated with all the
modes of material nature, the personality of Vedic wisdom, whom
we call the self-born, was generated.

PURPORT

This lotus flower is the universal virat form, or the gigantic form of
the Lord in the material world. It becomes amalgamated in the Per-
sonality of Godhead Visnu, in His abdomen, at the time of dissolution,
and it becomes manifest at the time of creation. This is due to
Garbhodakasayi Visnu, who enters into each of the universes. In this
form is the sum total of all the fruitive activities of the living entities
conditioned by material nature, and the first of them, namely Brahma, or
the controller of the universe, is generated from this lotus flower. This
first-born living being, unlike all the others, has no material father, and
thus he is called self-born, or svayambhi. He goes to sleep with
Nérdyana at the time of devastation, and when there is another creation,
he is born in this way. From this description we have the conception of
three—the gross virat form, the subtle Hiranyagarbha and the material
creative force, Brahma.
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[Canto 3, Ch. 8

TEXT 16
Tl q FIRTOEHUEEI-
wateEan FEFATIA: |
o iR AweE-
TR FHsRA gl U2EN

tasydar sa cdmbho-ruha-karnikayam
avasthito lokam apasyamanah

parikraman vyomni vivrtta-netras
catvari lebhe 'nudisarn mukhani

tasyam—in that; ca—and: ambhah—water; ruha-karnikayam—
wharl of the lotus: avasthitah—being situated; lokam—the world;
apasyamanah—without being able to see; parikraman—circumam-
bulating; vyomni—in space; vivrtta-netrah—while moving the eyes;
catvari—four; lebhe—achieved; anudiSam—in terms of direction:
mukhdni—heads.

TRANSLATION
Brahmai, born out of the lotus flower, could not see the world,
although he was situated in the whorl. He therefore circumambu-
lated all of space, and while moving his eyes in all directions he
achieved four heads in terms of the four directions.

TEXT 17
ST loonEsey |
TP Sy S
ARARAGIREETRAT:
tasmad yuganta-svasandvaghiima-
jalormi-cakrat salilad viridham

updsritah kaiijam u loka-tattvarn
natmanam addhavidad adi-devah

1129ll

tasmat—from there; yuga-anta—at the end of the millennium;
svasana—the air of devastation; avaghiirna—because of movement;
jala—water; @rmi-cakrat—out of the circle of waves; salilit—from the
water; viridham—situated on them; updsritah—having the shelter of;
karjam—Ilotus flower: u—in astonishment; loka-tattvam—the mystery
of creation; na—not: atmanam—himself: addha—perfectly: avidat—
could understand; ddi-devah—the first demigod.

TRANSLATION
Lord Brahma, situated in that lotus, could not perfectly under-
stand the creation, the lotus or himself. At the end of the millen-
nium the air of devastation began to move the water and the lotus
in great circular waves.

PURPORT

Lord Brahma was perplexed about his creation, the lotus and the
world, even though he tried to understand them for one millennium,
which is beyond calculation in the solar years of human beings. No one,
therefore, can know the mystery of the creation and cosmic manifesta-
tion simply by mental speculation. The human being is so limited in his
capacity that without the help of the Supreme he can hardly understand
the mystery of the will of the Lord in terms of creation, continuance and
destruction.

TEXT 18
® U JISAEEHEAYY
AR TERATIR |
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a  guEee  fREAA-
i o ad g WAy 119l
ka esa yo 'sav aham abja-prstha
etat kuto vabjam ananyad apsu
asti hy adhastad iha kincanaitad
adhisthitarn vatra satd nu bhavyam

kah—who: esah—this: yah asau aham—that 1 am: abja-prsthe—on
top of the lotus: etat—this: kutah—wherefrom: va—either: abjam—
lotus flower: ananyat—otherwise: apsu—in the water: asti—there is:
hi—certainly: adhastat—from below: iha—in this: kincana—anything:
etat—this: adhisthitam —situated: yatra—wherein: satd—automati-
cally: nu—or not: bhavyam—must be.

TRANSLATION

Lord Brahma, in his ignorance, contemplated: Who am I that am
situated on the top of this lotus? Wherefrom has it sprouted?
There must be something downwards, and that from which this
lotus has grown must be within the water.

PURPORT

The subject matter of the speculations of Brahma in the beginning
regarding the creation of the cosmic manifestation is still a subject matter
for mental speculators. The most intelligent man is he who tries to find
the cause of his personal existence and that of the whole cosmie creation
and thus tries to find the ultimate cause. If his attempt is properly exe-
cuted with penances and perseverance. it is sure to be crowned with
SUCCesS.

TEXT 19

4 TUUERY  AgeeAe-
| S Rl CE R

TR AT
aty  Rfs=EmefReam: 122l

sa ittham udviksya tad-abja-nala-
nadibhir antar-jalam avivesa

ndrvag-gatas tat-khara-nala-nala-
nabhim vicinvaris tad avindatajah

sah—he (Brahma): ittham—in this way: udviksya—contemplating:
tat—that: abja—lotus: nala—stem: nadibhih—by the pipe: antah-
jalam—within the water: dvivesa—entered into: na—not: arvdk-
gatah—in spite of going inside; tat-khara-ndla—the stem of the lotus:
nala—pipe: nabhim—of the navel: vicinvan—thinking much of it:
tat—that: avindata—understood: ajah—the self-born.

TRANSLATION

Lord Brahma, thus contemplating, entered the water through
the channel of the stem of the lotus. But in spite of entering the
stem and going nearer to the navel of Visnu, he could not trace out
the root.

PURPORT

By dint of one’s personal endeavor one may go nearer to the Lord. but
without the Lord’s mercy one cannot reach the ultimate point. Such
understanding of the Lord is possible only by devotional service. as con-
firmed in Bhagavad-gita (18.55): bhaktya mam abhijanati yavin yas

cdsmi tattvatah.
TEXT 20
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Text 24]

Manifestation of Brahma From Visnu

315

tamasy apdre vidurdtma-sargam
vicinvato 'bhiit sumahars tri-nemih

yo deha-bhajarm bhayam iraydanah
pariksinoty dyur ajasya hetth

tasmasi apare—because of an ignorant way of searching; vidura—0
Vidura: datma-sargam—the cause of his creation: vicinvatah—while
contemplating: abhit—it so became: su-mahdn—very great; tri-
nemih—time of three dimensions; yah—which; deha-bhajam—of the
embodied: bhayam—fearfulness; iraydnah—generating: pariksinoti—
diminishing the one hundred years; @yuh—duration of life: ajasya—of
the self-born; hetih—the wheel of eternal time.

TRANSLATION

O Vidura, while searching in that way about his existence,
Brahma reached his ultimate time, which is the eternal wheel in
the hand of Visnu and which generates fear in the mind of the liv-
ing entity like the fear of death.

TEXT 21
qat  EssafesTEm:
Qe 99§ 29 |

TS GHATANT:

tato nivrtto ‘pratilabdha-kimah
sva-dhisnyam dsadya punah sa devah
Sanair jita-svasa-nivrtta-citto

nyasidad aridha-samadhi-yogah

22U

tatah—thereafter: nivrttah—retired from that endeavor: aprati-
labdha-kdmah—without achievement of the desired destination: sva-
dhisnyam—own seat; dsadya—reaching; punah—again: sah—he:
devah—the demigod: sanaith—without delay; jita-§vdsa—controlling
the breathing: nivrtta—retired: cittah—intelligence; nyasidat—sat
down: aridha—in confidence: samadhi-yogah—in meditation on the
Lord.

TRANSLATION

Thereafter, being unable to achieve the desired destination, he
retired from such searching and came back again to the top of the
lotus. Thus, controlling all objectives, he concentrated his mind
on the Supreme Lord.

PURPORT

Samadhi involves concentrating the mind upon the supreme cause of
all, even if one is unaware of whether His actual nature is personal,
impersonal or localized. Concentration of the mind on the Supreme is
certainly a form of devotional service. To cease from personal sense en-
deavors and to concentrate on the supreme cause is a sign of self-
surrender, and when self-surrender is present, that is a sure sign of
devotional service. Each and every living entity needs to engage in
devotional service to the Lord if he wishes to understand the ultimate
cause of his existence.

TEXT 22

A HIST:  JETRIATH-
LERRINC] freen: |
W TR
ArEAEEE AW @ 11RR
kilena so jjah purusayusabhi-
pravrtta-yogena viridha-bodhah

svayam tad antar-hrdaye 'vabhatam
apasyatapasyata yan na pirvam

kilena—in due course of time; sah—he: ajah—the self-born
Brahma; purusa-ayusa—by the duration of his age: abhipravrtta—
being engaged: yogena—in meditation; viridha—developed: bodhah—
intelligence; svayam—automatically: tat antah-hrdaye—in the heart;
avabhdtam —manifested: apaSyata—saw: apasyata—did see: yat—
which:; na—not; pirvam—before.

TRANSLATION

At the end of Brahma's one hundred years, when his meditation
was complete, he developed the required knowledge, and as a
result he could see in his heart the Supreme within himself, whom
he could not see before with the greatest endeavor.

PURPORT
The Supreme Lord can be experienced only through the process of de-

votional service and not by one's personal endeavor in mental specula-
tion. The age of Brahma is calculated in terms of divya years, which are
distinct from the solar years of human beings. The divya years are
calculated in Bhagavad-gita (8.17): sahasra-yuga-paryantam ahar yad
brahmano viduh. Brahmi's one day is equal to one thousand times the
aggregate of the four yugas (calculated to be 4,300,000 vears). On that
basis, Brahmd meditated for one hundred vears before he could under-
stand the supreme cause of all causes, and then he wrote the Brahma-
sammhita, which is approved and recognized by Lord Caitanya and in
which he sings, govindam dadi-purusari tam ahar bhajami. One has to
wait for the mercy of the Lord before one can either render service unto
Him or know Him as He is.

TEXT 23
° . g .
g T T FuEy |
3
RIMAAI TS -
IEEY
mrnala-gaurayata-sesa-bhoga-
paryarika ekarh purusarn Saydnam
phanatapatrayuta-mirdha-ratna-
dyubhir hata-dhvanta-yugdanta-toye

mrndala—lotus flower; gaura—white all over: dyata—gigantic: sesa-
bhoga—body of Sesa-niga; paryarike—on the bed; ekam—alone;
purusam—the Supreme Person: Sayanam—was lying: phana-
datapatra—umbrella of a serpent hood: dyuta—bedecked with;
mirdha—head; ratna—jewels; dyubhih—by the rays; hata-dhvanta—
darkness dissipated: yuga-anta—devastation: toye—in the water.

TRANSLATION

Brahma could see that on the water there was a gigantic lotuslike
white bedstead, the body of §ega-nﬁga.. on which the Personality of
Godhead was lying alone. The whole atmosphere was illuminated
by the rays of the jewels bedecking the hood of Sesa-naga, and that

illumination dissipated all the darkness of those regions.

TEXT 24
T fee e
SERIPCiEiaac s
- a R o
TGS TSI 1R8I
preksam ksipantar haritopaladreh
sandhydabhra-niver uru-rukma-mirdhnah

ratnodadharausadhi-saumanasya
vana-srajo venu-bhujarnighripanghreh
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preksam—the panorama: ksipantam—deriding; harita—green; ;ﬂ'ﬁ‘q‘a FITT 3%73-
upalo—coral: adreh—of the hells sandhyd-obra-niveh—of the Wﬁ_ﬁm I1RE1]

dress of the evening sky: uru—great: rukma—gold; mirdhnah—on
the summit; ratna—jewels: udadhdra—waterfalls; ausadhi—herbs;
saumanasya—of the scenery: vana-srajah—flower garland: venu—
dress; bhuja—hands: arghripa—trees; anghreh—legs.

TRANSLATION

The luster of the transcendental body of the Lord mocked the
beauty of the coral mountsin. The coral mountain is very
besutifully dressed by the evening sky, but the yellow dress of
the Lord mocked its beauty. There is gold on the summit of the
mountain, but the Lord’s helmet, bedecked with jewels, mocked it.
The mountain’s waterfalls, herbs, ete., with a panorama of flowers,
seem like garlands, but the Lord’s gigantic body, and His hands
and legs, decorated with jewels, pearls, tulasi leaves and flower
garlands, mocked the scene on the mountain,

PURPORT

The panoramic beauty of nature, which strikes one with wonder, may
be taken as a perverted reflection of the transcendental body of the Lord.
One who is therefore attracted by the beauty of the Lord is no longer at-
tracted by the beauty of material nature, although he does not minimize
its beauty. In Bhagavad-gita (2.59) it is described that one who is at-
tracted by param, the Supreme, is no longer attracted by anything
inferior.

TEXT 25
IEEEl R @e-
O C ey
ETIP RN PRELCEL:
ayamato vistaratah sva-mdna-
dehena loka-traya-sangrahena
vicitra-divyabharandmsukandam
krta-sriyapasrita-vesa-deham

HRull

dayamatah—by length: vistaratah—by breadth: sva-mdna—by His
own measurement: dehena—by the transcendental body: loka-traya—
the three (upper, middle and lower) planetary systems: sarigrahena—by
total absorption; vicitra—variegated: divya—transcendental: abharana-
armsukanam—rays of the ornaments: krta-sriya apasrita—beauty
created by those dresses and ornaments; vesa—dressed: deham—
transcendental body.

TRANSLATION
His transcendental body, unlimited in length and breadth, oc-
cupied the three planetary systems, upper, middle and lower. His
body was self-illuminated by unparalleled dress and variegated-
ness and was properly ornamented.

PURPORT

The length and breadth of the transcendental body of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead could only be measured by His own measure-
ment because He is all-pervading throughout the complete cosmic
manifestation. The beauty of material nature is due to His personal
beauty, yet He is always magnificently dressed and ornamented to prove
His transcendental variegatedness, which is so important in the advance-
ment of spiritual knowledge.

TEXT 26
gai @wmE i
HIHAT AR |
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purasdrh sva-kamdya vivikta-margair
abhyarcatam kama-dughanghri-padmam

pradarsayantam krpaya nakhendu-
mayiikha-bhinndnguli-caru-patram

purisam —of the human being: sva-kdmdya—according to the desire;
vivikta-margaih—by the path of devotional service: abhyarcatdm—
worshiped: kima-dugha-anghri-padmam—the lotus feet of the Lord,
which can award all desired fruits: pradarsayantam—while showing
them: krpayd—by causeless mercy: nakha—nails: indu—moonlike:
mayikha—rays: bhinna—divided: anguli—figures: caru-patram—
very beautiful.

TRANSLATION
The Lord showed His lotus feet by raising them. His lotus feet

are the source of all awards achieved by devotional service free
from material contamination. Such awards are for those who
worship Him in pure devotion. The splendor of the transcendental
rays from His moonlike toenails and fingernails appeared like the
petals of a flower.

PURPORT

The Lord fulfills the desires of everyone just as one desires. Pure
devotees are interested in achieving the transcendental service of .the
Lord, which is nondifferent from Him. Therefore, the Lord is the only
desire of the pure devotees, and devotional service is the only spotless
process for achieving His favor. Srila Rapa Gosvami says in his Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu (1.1.11) that pure devotional service is jidna-
karmady-andvrtam: pure devotional service is without any tinge of
speculative knowledge and fruitive activities. Such devotional service is
able to award the pure devotee the highest result. namely direct associa-
tion with the Supreme Personality of Godhead., Lord Krsna. According 1o
the Gopala-tapani Upanisad, the Lord showed one of the many thou-
sands of petals of His lotus feet. It is said: brahmano ‘sav anavaratam me
dhyatah stutah parardhante so ‘budhyata gopa-veso me purastat avir-
babhiva. After penetrating for millions of years. Lord Brahma could
understand the transcendental form of the Lord as Sri Krsna. in the dress
of a cowherd boy, and thus he recorded his experience in the Brahma-
samhitd in the famous prayer. govindam adi-purusam tam aham

bhajami.
TEXT 27
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mukhena lokdrti-hara-smitena
parisphurat-kundala-manditena

Sonayitenadhara-bimba-bhasa
pratyarhayantari sunasena subhrva

mukhena—by a gesture of the face; loka-drti-hara—vanquisher of
the distress of the devotees; smitena—by smiling; parisphurat—daz-
zling; kundala—earrings; manditena—decorated with; Sonayitena—ac-
knowledging; adhara—of His lips; bimba—reflection; bhasa—rays;
pratyarhayantam —reciprocating; su-nasena—by His pleasing nose; su-
bhrva—and pleasing eyebrows.

TRANSLATION

He also acknowledged the service of the devotees and van-
quished their distress by His beautiful smile. The reflection of His
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face, decorated with earrings, was so pleasing because it dazzled
with the rays from His lips and the beauty of His nose and
eyebrows.

PURPORT

Devotional service to the Lord is very much obliging to Him. There are
many transcendentalists in different fields of spiritual activities, but de-
votional service to the Lord is unique. Devotees do not ask anything from
the Lord in exchange for their service. Even the most desirable liberation
is refused by devotees. although offered by the Lord. Thus the Lord be-
comes a kind of debtor to the devotees, and He can only try to repay the
devotees” service with His ever-enchanting smile. The devotees are ever
satisfied by the smiling face of the Lord, and they become enlivened.
And by seeing the devotees so enlivened, the Lord Himself is further
satisfied. So there is continuous transcendental competition between the
Lord and His devotees by such reciprocation of service and acknowledg-
ment,

TEXT 28
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kadamba-kinjalka-pisanga-vasasa
svalankrtarh mekhalaya nitambe

hdrena ednanta-dhanena vatsa
srivatsa-vaksah-sthala-vallabhena

IR<ll

kadamba-kirijalka—saffron dust of the kadamba flower; pisariga—
dress of the color; visasda—by clothing; su-alankrtam—well decorated;
mekhalaya—by the belt; nitambe—on the waist: harena—by the gar-
land: ca—also; ananta—highly: dhanena—valuable: vatsa—my dear
Vidura; srivatsa—of the transcendental marking: vaksah-sthala—on
the chest; vallabhena—very pleasing.

TRANSLATION

O my dear Vidura, the Lord’s waist was covered with yellow
cloth resembling the saffron dust of the kadamba flower, and it
was encircled by a well-decorated belt. His chest was decorated
with the érivatsa marking and a necklace of unlimited value.

TEXT 29
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parardhya-keyira-mani-praveka-
paryasta-dordanda-sahasra-§akham

avyakta-miilarn bhuvandnghripendram
ahindra-bhogair adhivita-valsam

BN}

parardhya—very valuable; keyiira—ornaments; mani-praveka—
highly valuable jewels: paryasta—disseminating; dordanda—arms;
sahasra-sakham—with thousands of branches: avyakta-miilam—self-
situated; bhuvana—universal: anghripa—trees; indram—the Lord:
ahi-indra— Anantadeva; bhogaih—by hoods: adhivita—surrounded;
valsam—shoulders.

TRANSLATION

As a sandalwood tree is decorated with fragrant flowers and
branches, the Lord’s body was decorated with valuable jewels and
pearls. He was the self-situated tree, the Lord of all others in the

universe. And as a sandalwood tree is covered with many snakes, so
the Lord’s body was also covered by the hoods of Ananta.

PURPORT

The word avyakta-miilam is significant here. Generally, no one can
see the roots of a tree. But as far as the Lord is concerned, He is the root
of Himself because there is no other separate cause of His standing but
He Himself. In the Fedas it is said that the Lord is svdsrayasraya; He is
His own support, and there is no other support for Him. Therefore,
avyakta means the Supreme Lord Himself and no one else.

TEXT 30
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cardcarauko bhagavan-mahidhram
ahindra-bandhurh salilopagidham

kirita-sahasra-hiranya-srigam
dvirbhavat kaustubha-ratna-garbham

l1Zell

cara—moving animals; acara—nonmoving trees; okah—the place or
situation; bha.gauat—th,e Personality of Godhead: mahidram—the
mountain; ahi-indra—Sri Anantadeva: bandhum—friend; salila—
water; upagidham—submerged: kirita—helmets; sdhasra —thousands;
hiranya—gold; srigam—peaks: avirbhavat—manifested; kaustubha—
the Kaustubha jewel; ratna-garbham—ocean.

TRANSLATION

Like a great mountain, the Lord stands as the abode for all mov-
ing and nonmoving living entities. He is the friend of the snakes
because Lord Ananta is His friend. As a mountain has thousands of
golden peaks, so the Lord was seen with the thousands of golden-
helmeted hoods of Ananta-niga; and as a mountain is sometimes
filled with jewels, so also His transcendental body was fully deco-
rated with valuable jewels. As a mountain is sometimes submerged
in the ocean water, so the Lord is sometimes submerged in the
water of devastation.

TEXT 31
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nivitam dmnaya-madhu-vrata-sriya
sva-kirti-mayya vana-mdalaya harim

siryendu-vayv-agny-agaman tri-dhamabhih
parikramat-pradhanikair durasadam

EZ4!

nivitam—so being enclosed; dmndaya— Vedic wisdom: madhu-vrata-
Sriya—sweet sound in beauty: sva-kirti-mayyda—by His own glories:
vana-malayd—flower garland: harim—unto the Lord: sirya—
the sun; indu—the moon: vayu—the air; agni—the fire: agamam—
unapproachable: tri-dhamabhih—by the three planetary systems: pari-
kramat—circumambulating: pradhanikaih—for fighting: durasadam—
very difficult to reach.

TRANSLATION
Lord Brahma, thus looking upon the Lord in the shape of a
mountain, concluded that He was Hari, the Personality of God-
head. He saw that the garland of flowers on His chest glorified Him
with Vedic wisdom in sweet songs and looked very beautiful. He
was protected by the Sudarsana wheel for ﬁghling. and even the
sun, moon, air, fire, etc., could not have access to Him.

(continued in next issue)
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NORTH AMERICA

CANADA
Calgary, Alberta—10516 Oakfield Drive 5.W., T2W 2A9/ (403) 238-0602
Edmonton, Alberta—8957 77th Ave., TSN 2N7/ (403) 468-5119
Halifax, Nova Scotin—2350 Agricola St., B3K 4B&/ (902) 423-4607
Montreal, Quebec—1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ (514) 521-1301
Montreal, Quebec—537A Ste. Catherine West, H3B 1B/ (514) 845-2010
Ottawa, Ontario—212 Somerset St. E., KIN 6V4/ (613) 233-1884
Regina, Saskatchewan—2817 Victoria Ave., S4T 1K6/(306) 522-4973
Toronto, Ontario—243 Avenue Rd., M5R 26/ (416) 922-5415
Vancouver, B.C.—5461 S.E. Marine Dr., Burmaby V5] 3G8/ (604) 433.9728
FARI;%C‘)LMUNITY
Ashcroft, B.C. (Sarapdgati-dhima)—Box 99, VOK 1A0
ng’TﬁURANT

Ottawa— The Back Home Buffet, 212 Somerser St. E./ (613) 233-3460

U.S.A.
Ann Arbor, Michigan—606 Packard St., 48104/ (313) 665-9057
Athens, Ohio—89 Mill St., 45701/ (614) 592-4740
Atlanta, Georgia—1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. NLE., 30306/ (404) 377-8680
Baltimore, Maryland —200 Bloomsbury Ave., Caransville, 21228/ (301) 788-3885
Bould.er, Cnlundo—gl? Pleasant St., B0302/ (303) 444-7005
72 Commy Ith Ave., 02116/ (617) 247-8611
Clg'un. Puerto Rico—Calle Ruiz Belvis No. 42, 00625! (809) 746-9829
Chicago, lllinois—1716 W, Lunt Ave., 60626/ (312) 973-0900
Cleveland, Ohio—15720 Euclid Ave., E- Cleveland, 44112/ (216) 681-3193
Columbus, Ohio—379 W. 8th Ave., 43201/ (614) 421-1661
Dallas, Texas—5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ (214) 827-6330
Denver, Colorado— 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ (303) 333-5461
Detroit, Michigan—383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ (313) 824-6000
Fullerton, California—2011 E. Chapman Ave., 92631/ (714) 870-1156
Gurabo, Puerto Rico—Rt. 181, Box 215-B, Bo. Sta. Rita, 00658
Hartford, Connecticut— 1683 Main St., E. Hanford, 06108/ (203) 289.7252
Honoluly, Hawaii—351 Coclho Way, 96817/ (808) 595-3947
Houston, ;Tm—ll 11 Rosalie St., (mail: P.O. Box 2927, 77252)/ (713) 526-9860
Laguna Beach, California—285 Legion St., 92651/ (714) 494-7029
Lake Huntington, New York—F.O. Box 338. 12752/ (914) 932-8273
Long Island, New York—197 5. Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ (516) 378-6184
Los Angeles, California—3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ (213) 836-2676
Miami Beach, Flarida—2445 Callins Ave., 33140/ (305} 531-0331
Morgantown, West Virginia—322 Beverley Ave., 26505/ (304) 292-6725
New Orleans, Louisiana—2936 Esplande Ave., 70119/ (504) 488-7433
New York, New York—305 Schermerhom St., Brooklyn, 11217/ (718) 855-6714
New York, New York—46 Greenwich, Manhattan 10011/ (212) 924-8083
Phi.hdelphll. Pennsylvania—51 W. Allens Lane, 19119/ (215) 247-4600
P Rhode Island —23 Preston St., 02906! (401) 273-9010
St. Louis, Missouri—3926 Lindell Blvd., 6310&" (314) 535-8085
San Diego, California—1030 Grand Ave, » Pacific Beach, 92109/ (619) 483-2500
San F) CA—Bhaktived Institute & Fellowship, 84 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-8647
Seattle, Washington—3114 E. Pine St., 98122/ (206) 329-7011
Spanish Fork, Utlll—lCHQN Radio 1‘130‘ 8618 S. Hwy. 6 (mail: P.O. Box 379), 84660/ (801) 798-3559
State College, P ylvania— 103 E. Hamilton Ave., 16801/ (814) 234-1867
Tallahassee, Florida—1323 Nylic St. (mail: P.O. Box 20224, 32304/ (904) 681-9258
Tampa, Florida—2506 Azeele St., 33606/ (813) 872-6694
Topanga, California—20395 Callon Dr., 90290/ (213) 455-1658
Towaco, NJ—(mail: P.O. Box 109, 07082)/ (201) 299-0970
Washington, D.C.—10310 Oaklyn Rd., Potomac, Maryland, 20854/ (301) 299-2100
Washington, D.C.—2128 O St. N.W., 20037/ (202) 293-0815
EARM COMMUNITIES
Caddo, Oklahoma (New Kurukgetra)—Route 1, Box 296, 74729/ (405) 367-2331
Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan)—Route 2, Box 449, 39426/ (601) 798-8533
Gainesville, Florida (New Ramana-reti)—Box 819, Alachua, Florida 32615/ (904) 462-9046
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill)—(contact Gurabo)
Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Goloka)—Rt. 6, Box 701, 27278/ (919) 732-6491
Mulberry, Tennessee (Muriri-sevaka)—Murari Project, Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ (615) 759-7331
New Vrindaban, W. Virginia—R.D. No. 1, Box 319, HamKnslmaRldge 16041/ (304) 843-1600
Ninole, Hawaii (New Krynaloka)—FP.O. Pox 108, 96773/ (808) 595-3947
Philo, California (Gaura-mandala-giri)—F.O. Box 179, 95466/ (707) 895-2300
Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Giti-nigari)—R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ (717) 527-4101
Roadhouse, lllinois (Amyta-defa)—Re. 1, Box 70, 62082/ (217) 927-4324
Three Rivers, CA (Bhaktivedanta Village)—44799 Dinely Dr., 93271/ (209) 561-3302
RESTAURANTS
Dallas—Kalachandji's (at ISKCON Dallas)
Detroit—Govinda's (ar ISKCON Derroit)/ (313) 331-6740
Los Angeles—Govinda's, 9624 Venice Blvd., Culver City, 90230/ (213) 836-1269
New Orleans—Govinda's, 1309 Decatur St., New Orleans, 70116/ (504) 522-3538
New Vrindaban—Palace of Gold Restaurant/ (304) 843-1233 (open May—Mov.)
St. Louis—Govinda's (contact St. Louis)! {314) 535-8085
San Diego-—3012 University Ave., North Park, CA 92104/ (619) 284-4827
San Francisco—Jagannatha's Cart, 57 Jessie St., 94105/ (415) 495-3083
San an:lsco—'rh: Higher Tasfc 775 Frederick St., 94117/ (415) 661-7290
San Fi The Seven Mothers, 86 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-9703
San Juan, Puerto Rico—Govinda, Tetuan 153, \-"uejo San Juan, 00903/ (809) 725-4885

EUROPE

ENGLAND AND IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland—23 Wellington Park, Malone Rd., Belfast BT9 6DL/ 668874

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A

Dublin, Ireland —Castlefield House, Knocklyn Road, Templeogue, Dublin 16/ 945504
Dublin, Ireland—6 Dawson Lane, off Dawson St., Dublin 2
I-nndm:, anl.lnd {cit\e]-—lﬂ Soho Sl London W1/ (01) 437-8442
on, E y)—Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Watford,
Hertfordshire WD2 8EP/ (09276) 7244
FARM COMMUNITIES
Glengariff, Ireland (Kryna-nagari)—County Cork
London, England— (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)
RESTAURANT
London—Govinda's, 9-10 Soho St./ 01-437-8442
ITALY
Blrl—\."'la Nanonule 10A, Palese (BA) 70057/ (080) 321428
Via S: 1, 40013 Castelmaggiore (BO)/ (51) 700-868
Catania—Via San Nicold al Borgo 28, 95128 Catania, Sicily/ (95) 552-252
Naples—Via Torricelli 77, 80059 Torre del Greco (NA)/ (81) 881-5431
Padua—Via delle Granze 107, 35040 Loc. Camin (PD)/ (49) 760-007
Pisa— Via delle Colline, Loc. La Meridiana, 56030 Perignano (PI)/ (587) 616-194
Rome—Via di Tor Tre Teste 142, 00169 Roma/ (6) 263-157
Turin—Strada Berra 15/1, Loc. Tetti Gariglio, 10025 Pino Torinese (TO)/ (11) 840.957
Varese—Via Volta 19, 21013 Gallarate (VA)/ (331) 783-268
FARM COMMUNITY
Florence (Villa Vindivana)—Via Communale degli Scopeti 108, S. Andrea in Percussina,
San Casciano Val di Pesa (Fi) 50026/ (55) 820-054
RESTAURANTS
Milan—Govinda, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milana/ (2) 862-417
Rome—Govinda's, Via di San Simone 73/A, 00186 Roma/ (6) 654-8856 -

_ OTHER COUNTRIBS
ht 94/ (020) 24-94-10

J\d\em. Gmu—Bhal:twcdmm Culrural Assoc., 133 Solonos St./ 30-1-364-1618

, Nor 6, 5000 Bergen {05) 29 05 45
Copenhngcn, Dcnmlrk—chinda's Soldalen 21, 2100 Copenhagen/ (01) 18-43-78
Diidingen, Switzerland—Im Stillen Tal, CH3]36 Dudingen (FR)/ (037) 43-26-98
Goéthenburg, Sweden—Govinda's, Vistra H 20, 41117 Gothenburg/ (031) 116166
Gradinge, Sweden—Korsniis Gird, 140 32 Grédinge/ 0753-29151
Helsinki, l’l.u]md—Govind.a s, }aaknnnlsam 10D, Helsinki 15/ (065) 0039
Heidelberg, W. Ger Anlage 5, 6900 Heidelberg/ 06221-15101
Madrid, Spnln—-CaI]e del Tutor No. 27, Madrid 8/ (9)1-247-6667
Paris, France—Chateau Ermenonville, 60440 Nanteuil le Haudouin, 60950/ (4) 454-0400
Septon, Belgium—Chateau de Petit Somme, Sepron 5482/ 086-322480
Stockholm, Sweden—Fridhemsgatan 22, 112 40 Stockholm/ 08-549002
Vienna, Austria—Center for Vedic Studies, Am Lugeck 1-2, 1010 Wien/ (0222) 52-98-25
Ziirich, Switzerland—Bergstrasse 54, 8032 Ziirich/ (01) 69-32-79

FARM COMMUNITIES
Almviks Giird, Sweden—15300 Jama/ (0755) 52068
Bavarian Forest (Bayrischer Wald), W. G y (Nava-Jiyada-Nrsithha-Ksetra)
(contact Heidelberg)

Brihuega, Spain (New Vraja Mandala)—(Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ (11) 280018
Lugano, Switzerland—The Gokula Project, La Pampa, 6981 Sessa (Malcantone) TV (091) 73-25-73
Valencay, France {New Mayapur)—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ (54) 40-26-88

RESTAURANT
Paris—L'arbre & Souhaits, 15 Rue du Jour, 75001 Paris/ 233-27-69.

AUSTRALASIA

AUSTRALIA
Adelaide—69 Belair Rd., Kingswood, South Australia 5062 (mail: P. O. Bax 235, Kingswood)/
(08) 272-0488
Brisbane—95 Bank Road, Graceville, Queensland 4075 (mail: P.O. Box 649, Toowong, Q'land.
4066)/ (07) 379-5008
Cairns—69 Spence St., Caims, Queensiand 4870 (mail: P.O. Box 5238, Caims Mail Centre,
Q'land. 4870)/ (070) 51-8601
Canberra—59 Argyle Sq. (cnr. Ainsley Ave. & Kogarah Lane), Reid, Australian Capital Territory
2601 (mail: P.O. Box 567, Civic Square, Canberra, A.C.T. 2608)/ (062) 48-9620
Hublr(—ﬂsléglg St., Sandy Bay, Tasmania 7005/ (mail: P.O. Box 579, Sandy Bay, Tas. 7005)/
(002) 23-4
Melbourne—197 Danks St., Albert Park, Victoria 3205 (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ (03) 699-5122
Perth—59%0 William St., Mt Lawley, West Australia 6050 {mail: P.O. Box 598, West Perth, W.A.
6005)! (09) 328-9171
urfer's Paradise—2995 Gold lesk nghway‘ Surfer's Paradise, Q'land. 4217/ 075-501642
Sydney—l 12 Darlinghurst Rd., New South Wales 2010 (mail: P.O. Box 159,
Kings Cross, N.S. W, 2011)/ ((}Z} 3575162
FARM COMMUNITIES
Colo (Bhaktivedanta Ashram)—Upper Colo Rd., Central Colo, New South Wales 2756
(mail: Lot 11 Upper Colo Rd., Culo. N. S Ww. 2?56]! (045) 75-5284
Murwill h (New G Ila," Tyalgum Rd. via Murwillumbah,
Mew Saurh Wales 2484 {mt.l PO, Bﬁlﬁa“’f (066) 72-1903
Riverina (New Gaudadesh)—Old Renmark Rd., via Wentworth, New South Wales 2648
(mail: P.O. Box 2446, Mildura, Victoria 3500)/ (050] 27-8226
RESTAURANTS
Adelaide—Govinda's (at ISKCON Adelaide)
Cairns—Gopal's (at ISKCON Caimns)
Melbourne-—Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., /(03) 63-1578
Melbourne—Crossways, 1st Fl., 11-15 Elizabeth St./ (03) 62-2800
Surfer’s Paradise—Gopal's, 2995 Gold Coast Hwy./ 075-501642
Sydney—Gopal's, 18-A Darcy St., Parramatta/ (02) 635-0638
Sydney—Govinda's and Govinda's Take-away (both ar ISKCON Sydney)
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Sydney—Hare Krsna Free Food Centre, Victoria St., King's Cross

NEW ZEALAND AND FIJ1
Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan)—Hwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golf Course)
(mail: c/o R.D. 2, Kumeu Auckland)/ 412-8075
Christchurch, New land—~83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 2298, Christchurch)/ 61-965
Lautoka, l‘hi—S Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ 61-633, ext. 48
Suva, Fiji—P.O. Box 6376, Nasinu/ 391-282
Wellington, New Zealand—2 Kensington St., Wellington/ 850 876
(mail: P.O. Box 2753, Wellington)
RESTAURANT

Auckland, New Zealand.

Gopal's, 1st fl., Civic House, 291 Queen St./ 3-4885

AFRICA
Ibadan Rd., OF ko, behind NET (mail: P.O. Box 5177)

M:cra. Ghlnl—SBZ Blk. 20, Odnl:or. Official Town (mail: P.O. Box 01568, Osu)
Benin City, Nigeria—Karo Eatau: Rd., off U Mission Rd., (mail: P,O. Box 3681)
Buea, Cameroon—Southwest Province (malfp:;n Yuh Laban Nkmh Pand T, VHS)
Durban (Natal), S. Africa—P.O. Box 212, Cato Ridge, Matal 3680/ (325) 219-19
Ibadan, Nigeria—Oba Akintoba St., opp. Unibadan (mail: P.O. Box 9996 U.1.)
Kitwe, Zambia—P.O, Box 20242
Lagos, Nigeria—No. 2 Murtala Mol 11

(mail: P.O. Box 8793, Lagos)
Mauritius—White House, Celicourt Antelme St., Quatre Bomes (mail: P.O. Box 108,

Quatre Bornes, Mauritius)/ 46804
Mombasa, Kenya—Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.O. Box 82224,

Mombasa)/ 312248
Nlnwklw. Glnnl—P 0. Box 69, Nkawkaw
Nairobi i Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: F.O. Box 28946, Nairobi)/ 744365
Port l{lﬂ:wrt, Nigeria—2 Eligham Rd. (comer of Obana Obhan St.), G.R.A. Il

(mail: P.O. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)
Takoradi, Ghana—64 Windy Ridge (mail: P.O. Box 328)
Warri, Nigeria— | Ogunu St., Bendel Housing Estate, Ugborikoro (P.O. Box 1922, Warri)/ 053-230-262

FARM COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm)—Beau Bois, Bon Acceuil
NT

Maalil

| Airport E

Mauritius—Govinda's, 78, St. Jean Rd., Quatre Bornes/ 42409

ASIA

INDIA
Ahmedabad Gu}arat—?‘ Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ 449935
N.H. 8-B, Surend (city 'office: 32 Ananta Nagar, Kalavad Rd.,
Rajkot 360 003!

Bangalore, Karnataka—210, Bellary Road, Upper Palace Orchards, Sadashiv Nagar, 560 080/ 361539

Baroda, Gujarat—18, Sujara Society, Gotri Rd., 390 015/ 66499

Bhubaneswar, Orissa—National Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/ 53125

Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 054/ 626-860

Calcutta, W. Bengal—3 Albert Rd., 700 017/ 443757

Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ 44634

Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), W. Bengal —Thakur Haridas Sripatbari Sevashram, P.O. Chhavgharia,
P.S. Bongaon, Dist. 24 Pargonas

Chittagong, Bangladesh—Caitanya Cultural Society, Sri Pundarik Dham, Mekhala, Hathazari/ 108
(city office and mail: 23 Nandan Kanan, Chittagong/ 20-2219)

Gauhati, Assam—Post Bag No. 127, 781 001

Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd 500 001/ 51018

Imphal, Manipur—FHare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795

Madras, Tamil Nadu—232 Kilpauk Garden Road, Madras 600 010/ 662286

Miyapur, W. Bengal—Shree Miyipur Chandrodaya Mandir, P.O. Shree Mayipur Dham (Dist. Nadia)

New Delhi—M-119 Greater Kailash 1, 110 048/ 6412058

Pandharpur, M.nhnmllm—HareKrmaMrama‘ across Chandrabhaga River, Dist. Sholapur, 413304

Patna, Bihar—Rajendra Nagar, Road No. 12, 800016

Pune, Maharashtra—4 Tarapoor Rd.

Silchar, A Mal bhu Colony, Malug Cachar District, 788002
Surat, Guj Rander Rd., Jahangi Surat, 395005/ 84215
Tirupati, A.P. T. T. D. Qrs., Vinayaka Nagar, K. T. Rd., 517501/ 2285

Trivandrum, l(ernh—TClZ*I!HBS, W/C Hospital Rd., Thychaud, 695014/ 68197

Vrindivan, U.P.—Krishna-Balarim Mandir, Bhaktived Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathuri/ 178
FARM COMMUNITIES

Hyderabad, A.P.—P.O. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Taluc, Hyderabad District, 501 401

Miyapur, W. Bengal— (contact Mayipur)
RESTAURANTS

Bombl\-'—Ouvinda'a (at Hare Krishna Land)

Veindivan—Krishna-Balarim Mandir Guesth

OTHER COUNTRIES
Bali, 1 17, Renon, Denpasa

Bangkok, Tll.nhnd—139 Soi Puttha-Osoth, Nm Rnadf 233-2488
Hnnz l(ong—S Homantin St , Flar 23, Kowloon/ 3-7122630

ia—Yavasan Kesad Krsna Indonesia, JL. Kamboja 10-12, Tomang Raya/ 599 301

l.hmndu, Nepal—5ri Kunj, Kamaladi
uvala Lumpur, Malaysia—Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, Kuala Lumpur/ 730172

Manila, Philippines—170 R. Fernandez, San Juan, Metro Manila/707410
Taipei, Taiwan—(mail: ¢/o ISKCON Hong Kong)
Tehran, Iran—Keshavarz, Dehkedeh Ave., Kamran St.,
Tel Aviv, Israel—P.O. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480
Tokyo, Japan—2-41-12 lzumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo T168/ (3) 327-1541

No. 58

FARM COMMUNITY
Cebu, Philippines (Hare Krsna Paradi

)—231 Pagsabungan Rd., Basak, Mandaue City/ 83254
RESTAURANT
Cebu, Philippines—Govinda's, 26 Sanchiangko St.
LATIN AMERICA
BRAZIL

Belem, PA— Av. Gentil Bitencourt, Passagem McDowell, 96 (entre Dr. Morais e Benj. Constant)
Belo Horizonte, MG—Av. Getilio Vargas, 167, Funciondrios/ 223-2776
Brasilia, DF—MSPW Quadra 13, conj. 6, Casa 8/ 553-1173
Campo Grande, MS—Av. Julio de Castilhos, 1762, Santo Amaro
Curitiba, PR—Av, Sete de Setembro, 1594, Alto da Rua Quinze
Florianépolis, SC—Rua Ivo Reis Montenegro, 421, laguata
Fortaleza, CE—Rua Jos¢ Lourengo, 2114, Aldeota
Manaus, AM—Rua Leopoldo Neves, 387, B. So Raimundo
Porto Alegre, RS—Rua Tomas Flores, 327, Bonfim/ 27-3078
Recife, PE—Av. Parnamirim, 329, Pamamirim/ (081) 268-1908
Ribeirio Preto, SP—Rua Campos Sales, 542, Centro
Rio de ]aneho, RJ—Ladeira da Gléria, 98, Gléria/ 285-5643
Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adome, 17, Brotas/ (071) 244-1072
Santos, SP—C P. 2125, Gonzaga
Séo Luis, MA—Av. Casemiro Junior, 564, Anil
Séo Paulo, SP—Rua Bom Pastor, 798, Ipiranga (mail: C. P. 4855-01000)/ 63-1674
Sao Pauh). SP—Rua Paraiso, 642, Paraiso
Te Vrajabhumi/ 742-3011
\-’Mrh, ES—Rua César Helal, 288, Bento Ferreira
FARM COMMUNITY
Pindamonhangaba, SP (New Gokula)—Riberao Grande (mail: C.P. 108, 12.400 Pinda)
MEXICO
Guadalajara—Morelos No. 1514 Sector Hildago, Jalisco/ 26-12-78
Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miguel Chapultepec, Mexico, D.E 18/ (905) 271-0132
Mexico City—Govinda's Culrural Center, Insurgentes Sur 2384-1, Mexico Ciry 01000 D.F./ 548-9323
Monterrey—General Albino Espinoza, 345 te., Zona Centro, Monterrey, N.L./ 42-67-66
Morelin—Ticateme No. 52 pte., Col. Selix Ireta 58070, Morelia, Mich.
Puebla—Rio Nazas 5016, Col. San Manul:l." 459047

—\r

Vera Cruz—Calle 3, Carebelas No. 784, Fracci Reforma/ 50759
FARM COMMUNITY
Tulancingo, Hidalgo (Nueva Gauda-Mandala Bhiimi)—(contact Mexico Ciry)
PERU

Arequipa—]Jerusalem 402/ 229523
Cuzco—San Juan de Dios 285 Alros/ 222 353
Chosica—]r. Chile 136
Huancayo—Av. Giraldez 652
Lima— Avenida San Martin 135 Barranco/ 670405
Trujillo—]Jr. Bolivar 768
FARM OOMM'UNTT[ES
G Bell. , Hvallaga, San Martin
M.etcecl—{mm‘a::( ISKCON Husncavo)
RESTAURANTS

s (

ISKCON A i

Cuuo—CaiEe Espdderos 128 (near le de Armas)
Lima—]r. Azangaro 149

Miraflores—Av. Schell 634

UI'HER COUNTRIES
i LCentro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054, (1431) Buenos Aires
Clh, ColamHa-Avcnlda 9 Norte, 17-33/ 621688
Caracas, Venezuela—Calle Luis Roche 61, Colinas de los Chaguaramos/ 751-3026
Cochabnmbn Bolivia—P.O. Box 3988/ 46441
, Chile—N 588/23150
f“ dob Ramirez de Arellano 680, (5000) Alta Cérdoba
Cnbwood Creek, Guyana—Grant 1803, Sec. D, Corentyne, Berbice
Georgetown, Guyana—24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara
Guayaquil, Ecuador—V. E. Estrada 110, Circunvalacion Norte/ 382439
La Paz, Bolivia—Avenida Herando Siles 6239 (mail: Casilla 10278 Obrajes)/ 785023
Medellin, Colombia—Calle 56 (Bolivia), Parque de Bolivar
Montevideo, Uruguay—Casilla 10,531, Suc. Pluna
Panama, Republic of Panama—Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA No. 10
(mail: P.O. Box 6-29-54, Panama)/ 681070
Quito, Ecuad Carron 641 A / 520466
San Jose, Costa Rica— 100 mtrs. sureste de aptos Torre Blance Urbanizacién Carmiol, Montes
de Oca, Casa No. 49 (mail: P.O. Box 166, Paseo Estudiantes, Z-1002)
San Salvador. ElL Sa!vadur—-é? Avenida Sur No. 15, Colonia Escalon

Santo Domi inican Republic—Calle C: Rodriguez No. 254
Trinidad and Tohlgo West Indies—Prabt pada Ave., Longdenville, Ch
FARM COMMUNITIES

Guayaquil, Ecuador (Nuevo Nilicala)— (contact Guayaquil)
Guyana—Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice
San Salvador, El Salvador—Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitén,
Dpto. de La Libertad
RESTAURANTS
Guayaquil, Ecuador—Govinda's (contact Guayaquil)
Quito, Ecuador—Govinda's, Esmeracoas 853 v Venezuela/ 511083
San José, Costa Rica—50 metros al este de la casa amarilla, Avenida 7, No. 1325
San Salvador, El Salvador—Govinda's, 7* Calle Oriente No. 155/ 218035
Santiago, Chile—Govinda's (contact Santiago)
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For Your Information

RESOURCES

Radio KHQN, ISKCON’s Utah station, of-
fers taped, serialized programs. Each series
consists of from thirty to one hundred half-
hour programs and is based on ISKCON pub-
lications and the Vedic literature. Programs
include such topics as Krsna, Srila Prabhupada,
Mahabhdrata, Ramayana, plus programs on
diet, reincarnation, science, abortion, and is-
sues of the day. A demo is available for $1.50
that includes samples of each series. Cost is
$3.00 per sixty-minute tape (postage paid in
U.S. only). Write KHON, P.O. Box 379,
Spanish Fork, UT 84660, or call (801) 798-3559.

Enjoy the writings of Srila Satsvariipa dasa
Goswami, one of the present spiritual masters
in the Hare Krsna movement. The author of a
six-volume biography of Srila Prabhupada,
he continues to produce essays, poems, and
other writings for everyone interested in Krsna
consciousness. For a list of publications, write
The Gita-nagari Press, P.O. Box 149, Line
Lexington, PA 18932,

Plain living, high thinking. Get out of the
city—away from the noise, pollution, and the
anxiety and madness of city life. Come back
to a simpler, more natural way of life. Live
close to the earth, close to God. The Hare
Krsna movement has thirty-four farm com-
munities throughout the world. These are sa-
cred places where your spirit can unfold. And
at the same time, they're realistic, practical
places, where you can build a sane, stable life
for yourself and, if you're married, for your
family.

To find out more, get in touch with the
ISKCON farm community nearest you (you’ll
find them in the list of centers on pages 2021
of this magazine).

Or write or call Paraminanda dasa, who is
the ISKCON minister for farm communi-
ties. His address is the Gita-nagari Farm,
R.D. No. 1, Box 839, Port Royal, Pennsyl-
vania 17082; phone: (717) 527-4101.

Krsna Conscious Tape Cassettes

In the yoga system of Krsna consciousness,
the most important method of spiritual ad-
vancement is to hear the transcendental sound
of Krsna's holy name and teachings. By hear-
ing this sound from a pure devotee of Krsna,
you can make strong and steady progress on
the path back to Godhead.

The Bhaktivedanta Tape Ministry offers a
treasure of recordings on high-quality C-60 and
C-90 cassettes: Srila Prabhupida leading the
congregational chanting of Hare Krsna, Srila
Prabhupada singing traditional songs of God
realization and explaining their meaning, Srila
Prabhupada’s classes on Bhagavad-gita and
Srfmad-Bhﬁgavaram, his conversations about
transcendental enlightenment with devotees
and guests.

For current selections or information about
obtaining a subscription, check with the Hare
Krsna center nearest you.

Going to Bombay?

Visit the ISKCON cultural center— Hare
Krishna Land, in beautiful Juhu Beach. A
short ride from the Bombay airports, Hare
Krishna Land features a gorgeous traditional
Krsna temple, together with a multistory
modern guesthouse, Govinda’s pure vegetarian
prasadam restaurant, musical and theatrical
performances in the 425-seat auditorium, and
a sublime atmosphere of spiritual realization
in the association of Krsna’s devotees.

For further information, inquire at your local
ISKCON center or get directly in touch with
ISKCON in Bombay.

If you’re a scientific person, apply your mind
to the science of self-realization. Read Mech-
anistic and Nonmechanistic Science, an inves-
tigation into the nature of consciousness and
form, by Richard L. Thompson.

In this book, Dr. Thompson shows how
physics breaks down when it tries to deal with
consciousness. He examines how biology runs
in circles when it tries to account for complex
forms of life. For scientists seeking a unified
view of the world, he suggests looking beyond
theories that boil everything down to imper-
sonal arrangements of numbers. And he gives
some revolutionary ideas of what science has
yet to find. Includes rigorous technical sec-
tions you can read if they're for you, or skip
over without hindrance if they're not.

245 pages, softbound.

For your copy, check with the gift store at
the Hare Krsna center nearest you.

This summer, visit Prabhupada’s Palace of
Gold. You'll find peace and inspiration in this
spiritual place of pilgrimage. Tour the gardens,
the gilded walkways, the marble halls and
rooms. See the inspired works of devotee-
painters, sculptors, and craftsmen. And enjoy
delicious krsna-prasadam, spiritual food, in
the Palace of Gold Restaurant.

It’s at New Vrindaban, the 3,000-acre Hare
Krsna community in the scenic West Virginia
hills. Krsna's devotees are here to welcome
you, and we have a comfortable guesthouse
where you can stay overnight.

The Palace of Gold is open throughout the
year, with special festivals during the summer
months. A schedule of festivals and events is
available.

For more information, write to Prabhu-
pada’s Palace of Gold, Hare Krsna Ridge,
New Vrindaban, West Virginia 26041. Or call
(304) 843-1600.

Tired of media stereotypes of the Hare Krsna
movement? Want to understand who the Hare
Krsna people really are and what they're
about? Then read Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna:
Five Distinguished Scholars on the Krishna
Movement in the West, a collection of inter-
views with Harvey Cox, Larry Shinn, Thomas
Hopkins, A. L. Basham, and Srivatsa Goswami
conducted by the book’s editor, Steven J.
Gelberg, the Hare Krsna movement’s director
for interreligious affairs. Together, these dia-

logues shed much light on relevant historical,
sociological, psychological, and theological
issues surrounding the movement. This book
will help you understand the logic and appeal
of the Hare Krsna movement.
276 pages, softbound.
Order from a bookstore or check the gift
shop of the Hare Krsna center nearest you.

FESTIVALS & CALENDAR

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritual
calendar that divides the year into twelve
months, each named for a different form of
Krsna. The devotees at the Hare Krsna center
nearest you will gladly tell you more about the
meaning of the festivals listed here.

Month of Vamana
(June 4-July 2)

July 2— Caturmasya begins. Fasting from
spinach for one month. Also, disappearance
anniversary of Srila Sanatiana Gosvami, one
of the chief disciples of Lord Caitanya and the
author of many books on Krsna consciousness.«

Month of Sridhara
(First half: July 3—July 18)

July 5— Appearance anniversary of Srila
Bhagavan Goswami Gurudeva, one of the
present spiritual masters in the Hare Krsna
movement.

July 6 — Atlantic City Ratha-yatra. Call (215)
247-4600.

July 7—Disappearance anniversary of Srila
Gopila Bhatta Gosvami, the great follower
of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu who established
the Radha-ramana temple in Vrndavana.

July 13—Kamika Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

Month of Purusottamadhika
(July 19— August 16)

This is a leap month. Caturmasya is not ob-
served during this month.

July 20-21—Toronto Ratha-yatra. Call (416)
922-5415.

July 27—Eighth Annual Ratha-yatra Coun-
try-style at the Gita-nagari farm community
near Port Royal, Pennsylvania. Call (717)
527-4101.

July 28— Suddha Ekadasi. Fasting from grains
and beans.

August 12— Suddha Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.
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EveryTown : and Village

A look at the worldwide activities of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

Recently Art and Antiques magazine named the top one hundred collectors in America. Its list
includes Alfred Brush Ford of the Ford dynasty, also known as Ambarisa disa, a devotee in the
Hare Krsna movement. In 1980 Ambarisa opened the Ramayan Art Gallery (pictured above)
in Detroit. This fall his large collection of Oriental art will go on permanent display at the
Bhaktivedanta Cultural Center, formerly the Fisher Mansion, which Ambarisa spent $2.25
million to purchase and develop into a gorgeous showplace for Krsna culture.

Ground Broken for New Vrindaban’s Temple of Understanding

New Vrindaban,
West Virginia—
On May 31 Srila
Kirtanananda
Swami Bhakti-
pada, one of the
present spiritual
masters in the
Krsna conscious-
ness movement,
presided over a
ground-breaking ceremony here for the
Temple of Understanding. The new temple
will be the world’s largest Krsna temple
and the most ambitious architectural proj-
ect of its kind since the construction of the

VEYA ¥IVHYHYIN I'IvE

great temple in Tanjore, India, in the
eleventh century.

The temple will be twenty times larger
than the famous Prabhupada’s Palace of
Gold. Designed to accommodate 1,200 vis-
itors at one time, it will stand 216 feet high
and will include a theater, art gallery,
planetarium, museum, cafeteria, and gift
shop. The temple and plaza area will oc-
cupy 200,000 square feet.

Completion of the temple complex is
scheduled for 1992. The temple proper
will be open to the public in 1988.

U.S. Congressman Allen Mollohan was
on hand at the ceremony to deliver the
keynote speech.

ISKCON Float Wins a Top

Prize in Melbourne Parade

Melbourne, Australia—Devotees here
recently participated in the 1985 Myer
Moomba Parade, the largest annual parade
in the southern hemisphere. Their float
won the Ministry of Arts Award for the
most original float, one of the top three
awards.

The float’s fourteen-foot-high pink lotus
flower captured everyone's attention. In
the whorl of the lotus, seated upon a
golden throne, sat Balarama dasa and his
wife, Sri Lekha-devi dasi, dressed to por-
tray Lord Krsna and Srimati Radharani.
Balardma dasa is ISKCON’s regional sec-
retary for the State of Victoria.

At the center of the float was a sculpture
of two swans swimming on a pond, and on
either side, wearing colorful Indian cos-
tumes, sat devotee women and children
portraying the cowherd girlfriends (gopis)
of Radha.and Krsna.

Sculpted peacocks, butterflies whose
wings moved in the breeze, frogs, white
birds, a bull, a cow, and two calves com-
pleted the scene. Devotees danced in front
of the float and chanted Hare Krsna to
the accompaniment of drums and hand
cymbals.

Six hundred thousand spectators viewed
the parade, which was also televised across
Australia, in Japan, and as far away as
England. One television broadcaster de-
scribed the float’s depiction of the lovely
scene and then added that the devotees
distribute two thousand free meals a week
in Melbourne.

At the end of the parade all the floats re-
mained on display in a large park, where
the devotees distributed tens of thousands
of books and snacks.

The Adelaide Advertiser commented that
the devotees “showed the rest of Mel-
bourne what a real float should look like.”
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Festivals of Inc

The Hare Krsna movement expands its presentation
of India’s ancient spiritual culture with a traveling festival.

by MATHURESA DASA

C ollege Avenue curves uphill and past
the modern campus of San Diego
State University. It is spring, shortly after
midnight in midweek, and the avenue is
nearly deserted. Laughter and loud music
drift from nearby dormitory parties. Fifty
yards from the avenue, with the party
ruckus out of earshot, the main campus
quadrangle is silent.

Silent, that is, except for a soft, hollow
rattle . . . clang . . . clang. From a bright
yellow tractor-trailer parked on the quad-
rangle corner near the student center, a
crew of Hare Krsna devotees unloads
eight-foot aluminum tent-poles in the semi-
darkness, spreading them in rectangular,
dominolike patterns on the brick-and-
cement sidewalk. Over the next five hours
the devotees will assemble ten brightly
colored tents topped by three-foot-high
yellow banners reading “The Science of
Reincarnation,” “Transcendental Art,”
“The Search for the Kingdom of God,” and
so on.

The devotees have to work at night be-
cause the locations, usually parks or col-
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lege campuses, are too crowded during
the day. “The students saw nothing here a
few hours ago,” crew leader Madhuha
dasa explains, setting down an armload of
poles, “but tomorrow morning . . . there’s
definitely a surprise factor.”

Madhuha is one of the creators and di-
rectors of the traveling Festival of India,
which he and other devotees began in 1979
with funds supplied by the Bhaktivedanta
Book Trust (BBT), the publishing arm of
the Hare Krsna movement. A presentation
of some important aspects of India’s an-
cient Vedic culture, the festival shows how
Vedic concepts and the Vedic lifestyle are
ever relevant in guiding human society and
in fulfilling man’s quest for timeless knowl-
edge. The festival is always “a surprise,”
both visually and culturally, although the
devotees arrange for the sites weeks and
even months in advance and advertise
energetically.

One of the festival exhibits, Origins:
Higher Dimensions in Science, confronts
the questions “How did life originate?”
and “Life from chemicals: fact or fantasy?”
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lia ComeWest
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Strolling into the Origins tent, a festival-
goer reads the following on a row of lami-
nated panels amid photos and illustrations:
“A fundamental tenet of modern science
is that everything that exists can be broken
down into simple mathematical expres-
sions and explained by the laws of physics.
But consciousness—complete with memo-
ries, feelings, perception, desires, and sense
of selfhood—eludes such descriptions.”
The festival exhibits are based on books
published by the BBT. Consisting of com-
mentary and translations of the Vedic lit-
eratures, the books of His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
(founder and spiritual master of the Hare
Krsna movement) explain that life and
consciousness are not products of chemical
evolution but rather symptoms of the eter-
nal soul situated in the bodies of all living

NITYA-TRFTA-DEV] DAS]

Crisscrossing North America in the
Festival’s tractor-trailer, Madhuha
dasa (below) transports exhibits
such as “Origins” (bottom left),
which illustrates the many faults

in modern scientific theories. A
festival hostess (far left) passes out
souvenir balloons at a Pacific coast
festival site (left).

entities. The eternal soul animates the
temporary body. Chemicals alone are al-
ways lifeless.

That we are not our bodies but eternal
souls is the first principle of spiritual knowl-
edge. Enunciated in the Bhagavad-gita and
other Vedic texts, this principle has been
taught by followers of Srila Prabhupada
for nearly twenty years, primarily through
book distribution. The Origins exhibit at
the Festival of India spells out the we-are-
not-the-body principle by exposing the
faults in popular scientific theories such as
the “life from chemicals” theory, the “big
bang” theory, the evolutionary theory, and
so on. The exhibit quotes, among others,
Albert Einstein and T. H. Huxley and
concludes with the Vedic explanations of
life and consciousness.

By 6 AM. Madhuha and his crew have
finished assembling the tents, and most of
the laminated exhibit panels are in place.
An early-rising SDSU student is already
examining the paintings in the Transcen-
dental Art tent—colorful pictures of many
of Krsna’s incarnations, of Krsna speaking
the Bhagavad-gita on the Battlefield of
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Devotees find many ways to
communicate with students at a San
Diego State University festival
(right). Festival coordinator Srila
Riamegvara Swami (below), one of
the present spiritual masters in the
Hare Krsna movement, answers
questions from festival visitors with
insights from the Krsna con-
sciousness philosophy. A young
devotee (bottom left) offers
ISKCON's Higher Taste vegetarian
cookbook to passersby. Visitors
sample the recipes for themselves at
the refreshment booth, and a
devotee hands out literature to the
curious (below center and right).
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Kuruksetra, and of such unusual scenes as
an emaciated mystic yogi meditating high
in the Himalayas.

Based on Srila Prabhupada’s writings,
the festival exhibits are like giant w
through books. Hare Krsna devotees are
internationally known for distributing their
literature in airports and other public
places, but people sometimes don’t under-
stand that devotees are primarily out to
disseminate transcendental knowledge, not
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collect money. In some African, Asian,
and Eastern Bloc countries devotees distri-
bute the books far below cost, or even pass
them out free, depending on the people’s
economic conditions. In the United States
and other countries, on the other hand,
books are sold at cost or slightly above.
Devotees know that if you hand a free book
to a relatively wealthy Westerner, it’s likely
to soon find its way into a wastebasket.
“Book distribution” is therefore not a
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euphemism but a proper label for the prac-
tical method devotees use to accomplish
the task of distributing Vedic knowledge.
By investing hundreds of thousands of
dollars in the Festival of India program,
the Hare Krsna devotees have further
committed themselves to their number-one
. There is no admission charge for the

11, and the “books” are tastefully
nted with numerous photographs and
illustrations. Visitors stroll through the
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ORIGINS

MITYA-TRFTA-DEVI DAST
While the body changes from
youth to old age, the Bhagavad-
gitd explains, the self remains
the same. With the festival’s
“Changing Bodies™ exhibit as a
backdrop (top), young and
old discuss th e
reincarnation. Paintings from
BBT publications are on display
in the Transcendental Art tent
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C‘.(‘.nincidcnlully, when Indira ( H N 4 hile S
ited the United States in 1982, the Lul— f o v 7 WL Savorne the i
tural exchange she and Prcqidcnt Reagan : 3 soedianesoitpals

LA M A e S8 refreshments.
agreed to initiate between their countries

many Indian dance and theater troupes will
perform in the United States, and Ameri-
can galleries and museums will display
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YAMARAIA DASA
In addition to the traveling festival,
the temples of the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness sponsor such
traditional cultural events as Janmastami,
the annual celebration of Lord Krsna’s
appearance-day anniversary, shown above
at Bhaktivedanta Manor, where thousands
of Londoners watch a performance by an
Indian dance company. The festival
culminates in a midnight worship ceremony
and a feast of prasadam, vegetarian food
offered to Lord Krsna.

Indian exhibits. Though the two Festivals
of India are not yet officially related, they
cover some of the same ground, the devo-
tees emphasizing more the universal fea-
tures of spiritual Vedic philosophy and
culture and how they apply to Western
lifestyles and thought.

Srila Prabhupada said many times that a
combination of Western technology and
Vedic culture could revitalize the war-
torn, spiritually impoverished modern
world. If a blind man takes a lame man on
his shoulders, he said, together they make
a perfect team. The Western countries are
spiritually blind, unaware of the non-
sectarian Vedic science of self-realization,
while India is technologically lame. Coop-
eration between the two could spark a cul-
tural revolution. It was Srila Prabhupada’s
intention to inaugurate such a joyous revo-
lution. In 1965, in the Preface to his Srimad-
Bhagavatam translation and commentary,
he wrote, “There is need of a clue as to

28 BACK TO GODHEAD




1SYQ JASQ-YLJHL-VALIN

how humanity can become one in peace,
friendship, and prosperity with a common
cause. Srimad-Bhagavatam will fill this
need, for it is a cultural presentation for
the respiritualization of the entire human
society.”

Carrying on the Bhagavatam tradition,

The ancient Festival of the Chariots,
known in India as Ratha-yatra, brightens
the U.S. Capitol (left) and Venice Beach
in Los Angeles (above), where a joyous
celebrant surveys the festival scene from
a painted mascot (above left).

the Festival of India, which in the past five
years has crisscrossed America and Canada
aboard its yellow tractor-trailer, sheds spiri-
tual light on the controversial issues of the
day and clarifies some Vedic concepts now
popular in the West, such as karma and
reincarnation.

At eight-thirty Madhuha leaves the com-
pleted festival sight to get some much-
needed rest, while other devotees arrive
to set up book tables and stock the food
booth with freshly cooked snacks. By late
morning students fill the quadrangle, run-
ning to classes, sunning themselves on the
steps of the student center, and browsing
through the festival tents. Two girls, back-
packs over their shoulders, have rolled
their bikes into the Reincarnation tent and
stand reading:

“Most of us seldom if ever think about
death or what happens afterward. Some
say that death is the end of everything.
Others hold that this life is only one of
many we have lived and will live in the fu-
ture. In fact, more than one-third of the
world’s population—about 1.5 billion
people—accept reincarnation as a fact.”

Further on, the girls scan quotes beneath

the pictures of Nils Bohr, Socrates, Benja-
min Franklin, and others, reading how
each of these famous personalities believed
in the possibility of a next life. Then the co-
eds pull their bikes to the end of the
exhibit to see what the Bhagavad-gita has
to say on the matter. Students are also in-
specting the other exhibits, talking with
the devotees, taking the free books, and
sampling the vegetarian snacks.

The theme of East-West collaboration
is evident in every detail of the Festival of
India program, right down to the festival
tents. “When we were getting started in
1979,” says Madhuha, “we used tent ma-
terial imported from India—the tradi-
tional multicolored cloth—and bamboo
poles. It was all very authentic-looking,
but we ran into problems. We couldn’t set
up on paved areas because the stakes
holding the tent ropes had to be driven
into the ground. That limited our choice of
locations, and the tents put a lot of wear
and tear on our hosts’ lawns.”

The Indian-made tent cloth, though
dazzling, also had drawbacks—it was
neither water- nor fireproof. A shower
could turn the festival into a sodden mess,
and while he was setting up at one college
campus, Madhuha recalls with a laugh,
the automatic sprinkler system came on at
4 AM., soaking the tents before the devo-
tees could find the turn-off valve. As for
fire hazards, just before an important en-
gagement in Los Angeles a fire marshal
showed up at the site, pulled a few fibers
from one of the tents, tested them with his
butane lighter, and called off the festival.

The devotees consulted with an Ameri-
can tent manufacturer and found solutions
to their problems. The present aluminum
tent frames stand firmly without rope sup-
ports, and the U.S.-made tent material,
still brightly colored, is both fire- and
waterproof. Perhaps what all this proves,
at least microscopically, is that modern
American technology is perfectly compat-
ible with and even highly complementary
to the ancient Vedic spiritual knowledge
and culture. The blind man and the lame
man have joined forces!

At 5 p.M. Madhuha returns to the quad-
rangle with his crew and begins to dis-
assemble the exhibits and tents, loading
them carefully into their assigned compart-
ments in the yellow tractor-trailer. Devo-
tees and students linger at the food booth
and book table, talking and eating, as the
multicolored tents gradually disappear.
Madhuha and his crew have two days off
before the festival in San Diego’s Balboa
Park on Sunday, then a day to drive the
exhibits up to Laguna Beach. Later, there
will be festivals in San Francisco and
Seattle, and by late summer they will have
crossed the country and moved halfway
down the East Coast. . . . (See festival

g,

itinerary on back cover.) e
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apa is a simple, age-old practice. You softly chant
the Hare Krsna mantra (names of God) while fin-
gering a string of 108 beads. Pause long enough on each
bead to say the entire mantra once. The touch of the
beads combines with the sound of your voice to help

Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare
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you meditate. And because God and His holy names
are one, you enter a blissful, anxiety-free meditation
on the Absolute.

And what a versatile meditation it is! You can prac-
tice alone or with others—anywhere, anytime.



Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare

Says Srila Prabhupéda, who introduced the chant-
ing throughout the world, “The transcendental vibra-
tion established by the chanting of Hare Krsna is the
sublime method for reviving our original, pure con-
sciousness. . . . By chanting this transcendental vi-

bration, we can cleanse all misgivings from our hearts
and feel ecstasy coming through from the spiritual
stratum. . . . This chanting of Hare Krsna is enacted
from the spiritual platform, and thus this sound vibra-
tion surpasses all lower strata of consciousness.”
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The Glories of

AITANY.

Part 6: Saviors of the Most Fallen

More merciful than the most merciful Lord Caitanya
is Nityananda Prabhu. Together, He and Lord Caitanya offer
the simplest and most sublime method of self-realization.

by MANDALESVARA DASA

Continuing a special series of articles com-
memorating the five-hundredth anniversary
of Lord Caitanya’s appearance in Mayapur,
West Bengal. By His life and teachings, He
inaugurated the Hare Krsna movement.

hroughout the world, members of
the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness worship Lord Caitanyaalong
with His principal associate, Nityananda
Prabhu. The altar of every ISKCON temple
is graced either by a worshipable painting
or by lovingly dressed and cared-for icons
(known in Sanskrit as muartis) of Nitya-
nanda Prabhu (Nitai) and Lord Caitanya
(Gaura). And in virtually every kirtana,
ISKCON devotees raise their voices in the
jubilant chant “Nitai Gaura Hari-bol!™
Just as Lord Caitanya is Krsna Himself,
so Nityananda is Balarama. Srila Prabhu-
pada explains, “There is no difference
between the spiritual positions of Lord
Caitanya and Nityananda Prabhu, or Krsna
and Balarama. All of Them are but differ-
ent manifestations of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead.” This Vedic truth is
illustrated in the following pastime from
the Sri Caitanya-caritamrta:
One day Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu exhib-
ited to Lord Nityananda Prabhu a six-armed
form bearing a conchshell, disc, club, lotus
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flower, bow, and flute.

Thereafter the Lord showed Him His four-
armed form, standing in a three-curved pos-
ture. With two hands He played upon a flute,
and in the other two He carried a conchshell
and disc.

And the story continues. Though Nitya-
nanda Prabhu is God and therefore one
with Lord Caitanya, He is simultaneously
a separate personality from Lord Caitanya.
And He sees Himself as a servant of Lord
Caitanya. So the Sri Caitanya-caritamria
informs us, He arranged for a formal cere-
mony in worship of the Lord. But when,
during that ceremony, He went to put a
garland around the neck of Lord Caitanya,
He saw the Lord assume yet another form

of Godhead. This time He saw Himself

within Lord Caitanya. “During this spe-
cial ceremony,” writes Srila Prabhupada,
“all the devotees of Lord Caitanya Maha-
prabhu could understand that there is no
difference between Lord Caitanya and
Nityananda Prabhu.”

And as They are one, so Their mission is
also one. Following Lord Caitanya, Nitya-
nanda Prabhu also popularized the public
chanting of the holy names— through His
many disciples and personally, by His
preaching door to door and by His ecstatic
manner of chanting and dancing in divine

PAINTING BY YADURANI-DEVI DASI

love. In fact, Nityananda Prabhu is some-
times said to be more merciful than the
most merciful Lord Caitanya Himself. This
is not a contradiction but is simply one as-
pect of the personality of the manifesta-
tion of God who is variously described as
the most merciful, the most unconven-
tional, and the funniest. Indeed, Cairanya-
caritamrta states that Nityananda Prabhu
is “very merciful and very funny.”

One pastime —the deliverance of Jagai
and Midhai—acquaints us well with the
mercy of Nityananda. One day Nityananda
Prabhu was walking down a main road of
Navadvipa when He came upon a roaring
crowd. Upon inquiring, He learned that
two drunken brothers, former brahmanas
now fallen into debauchery, were making
fools of themselves before everyone and
creating a disturbance. Nityananda Prabhu
concluded that these degraded brothers
were ideal recipients of Lord Caitanya’s
mercy. If these two were to be delivered,
He reasoned, then that would glorify Lord
Caitanya as the deliverer of the most

“Lord Caitanya and Lord Nityananda are like
the sun and the moon. They have arisen simul-
taneously on the horizon of Gauda to dissipate
the darkness of ignorance and thus wonderfully
bestow benediction upon all.” (Ce. Adi-lila 1.2)
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fallen. With this in mind, He began to push
His way through the crowd toward the two
brothers.

Emerging into an opening in the center
of the crowd, Nitydnanda approached the
rowdy pair, humbly asking them to chant
the holy name of Lord Krsna. This en-
raged the two brothers, however, who
began to swear at Nityananda Prabhu and
chase Him. Of course, no one can defame
or harm Nityananda Prabhu, as He is the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, but such
is His transcendental pastime as a humble
yet bold preacher of Krsna consciousness.
When Lord Caitanya learned later that
day that Nityananda Prabhu had attempted
to deliver such fallen persons, He was very
happy.

The next day, Nityananda Prabhu went
to see the two brothers, but as soon as He
approached them, Madhai threw a piece
of earthen pot at Him, striking Him on the
forehead and causing blood to flow from
His transcendental body. This, of course,
was a great offense, yet
Nityananda Prabhu,
out of His great
compassion
for these
doomed
souls,
for-

gave them and again humbly requested
them to chant Hare Krsna.

Jagai was astounded. Immediately he fell
at the feet of Nityananda Prabhu, begging
Him to pardon his foolish brother, an act
of divine mercy Lord Nityiananda had dis-
pensed even before Jagai had requested it.
But Madhai again turned on Lord Nitya-
nanda to harm Him. This time Jagai stopped
him and implored him to surrender to
Nityananda Prabhu.

Suddenly Lord Caitanya appeared on
the scene, furious that someone had of-
fended Nityananda Prabhu. Invoking His
ultimate weapon, the Sudarsana disc, Lord
Caitanya prepared to kill the two offen-
ders. But Nityananda changed the course
of events. Although Lord Caitanya was
ready to kill the two degraded brothers,
Nityananda Prabhu reminded Him of His
mission of delivering the most sinful. In
essence, He reminded Lord Caitanya that
if He resorted to killing miscreants (as He
did in so many other incarnations), there
would be no one left to
preach to, since almost
everyone in this
ageis ad-
dicted to

the same
sinful
acts

Seeing Lord Caitanya flushed with anger, His disc weapon raised above His head, Lord Nitya-
nanda intervened and begged Him not to kill the two debauched brothers.
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as were Jagai and Madhai. Lord Nitya-
nanda requested that rather than kill them,
Lord Caitanya deliver them. Lord Caitanya
agreed to accept Jagai and Madhai, but
only on the condition that they would re-
form their behavior. The brothers agreed.

Srila Prabhupada writes in this connec-
tion, “This is the specific kindness of Lord
Caitanya. In this age no one can say that
he is free from sin. It is impossible for any-
one to say this. But Lord Caitanya accepts
all kinds of sinful persons on the one con-
dition that they promise not to indulge in
sinful habits after being spiritually initiated
by the bona fide spiritual master.”

This pastime of Lord Caitanya and Nitya-
nanda Prabhu demonstrates the especially
merciful combination of these two divine
personalities, appearing together to de-
liver the most fallen souls. The sarikirtana
movement of chanting the holy names of
Krsna is Their movement. They began it,
and They continue it. Our great fortune is
that we are being given the opportunity to
participate in it.

When Srila Prabhupada established the
Deities of Lord Caitanya and Lord Nitya-
nanda in ISKCON temples throughout
the world, he was acting in perfect accord
with the mission and will of Lord Caitanya
and Nityananda Prabhu. Consider these
facts:

(1) Lord Caitanya and Lord Nitydnanda
are the most merciful and munificent mani-
festations of Godhead. They appear in the
most godless age to deliver the most sinful
persons. They offer the highest of all spiri-
tual perfections: pure love of God. They
teach the simplest and most sublime of all
spiritual practices: the chanting of Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare.

(2) By Their inconceivable (yet perceiv-
able) presence within Their many Deity
forms in temples around the world, Lord
Caitanya and Nityananda Prabhu accept
the sincere service of the thousands of
converted “Jagais and Madhais” who, like
their prototypes, have received the for-
giveness and the mercy of Gaura-Nitai
and have given up all sinfulness.

(3) By Their presence within ISKCON
temples, within the devotional chanting of
ISKCON devotees, and within the hearts
of the devotees, Lord Caitanya and Nitya-
nanda Prabhu continue to bless the fallen
souls of this age. Thus They direct Their
own spiritual movement.

How easy it should be for us to appre-
ciate the wisdom, the compassion, and the
munificence of Lord Caitanya and Nitya-
nanda Prabhu. By Their desire and by the
subsequent desire of Their servants, tran-
scendental mercy is spreading everywhere.
As the Caitanya-caritamrta states, “I offer
my respectful obesiances unto Lord Cai-
tanya and Lord Nityananda, who are like
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the sun and moon. They have arisen simul-
tancously on the horizon of Gauda to dis-
sipate the darkness of ignorance and thus
wonderfully bestow benediction upon all.™

So, like the sun and moon together, Lord
Caitanya and Nityananda Prabhu have ap-
peared to brighten our lives and dissipate
our ignorance. If you want to avoid Them,
you'll just have to close your eyes. F

A Prophecy Fulfilled

(continued from page 12)

very short time (within five years), and
mundane people are very astonished at
this. However, by the grace of Lord Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, we understand that
everything is possible by the grace of
Krsna.” The thousands of devotees from
all over the world who have heard from
Srila Prabhupada and who have responded
by dedicating their lives to spreading the
sankirtana movement are proof of the
power of sankirtana.

During his lifetime Srila Prabhupada
traveled around the world fourteen times,
visiting major cities on every continent.
Yet wherever he went, he usually found
himself far from the beloved birthplace of
Lord Caitanya in the land of Nadia. He
even once referred to an American city he
was visiting as “this remote corner of the
world” —remote because geographically,
culturally, and spiritually, this city was re-
moved from the transcendental atmosphere
of that area in West Bengal where Lord
Caitanya took His birth and began His
sankirtana movement.

It was here in Nadia that Srila Prabhu-
pada chose to establish the international
headquarters for the Hare Krsna move-
ment. And here, annually, in fulfillment of
Lord Caitanya’s prophecy, devotees from
many nations gather to refresh their desire
to spread His movement everywhere.

MICKEY MOUSE

(continued from page 9)

descent into Delhi became all the more ap-
parent when I noticed in one of the Mickey
Mouse ads a picture of the goodies. Nestled
in the corner, against a tall tumbler of
some frothy drink topped with a cherry
and two straws, was a hamburger with all
the trimmings. Without saying it in so
many words, the ad was implying that if
you want to enjoy as they do in the West,
you have to eat meat. The suggestion is
particularly odious, since India is not only
traditionally vegetarian (meat-eaters are
called “nonvegetarians™), but is also the
only country in the world, aside from
Nepal, where the cow is officially pro-
tected from slaughter.

The spectacle of Mickey Mouse in Delhi

may at first appear ludicrous. if not harm-
less. but actually it is rather sad to see
Indians. respected all over the world for
their profound spiritual culture, throw away
their culture for the banal superficialities of
American pop culture. It would be a great
mistake to give up dharma for Disney,
Krsna for Mickey. Previously, nearly all
calendars and notebooks depicted religious
scenes of Krsna in His various pastimes
and incarnations. Now they often display
secular subjects ranging from Mickey
Mouse and Goofy to naked babes waving
the Indian flag, to film stars. politicians,
and dogs racing madly on motorcycles.
Such mundane iconography can never sat-

isfy the agitated mind of the conditioned
soul, for it serves only to perpetuate the
idols and mundane ambitions of a godless
civilization.

Ironically. as India looks to the West for
its technology and iconography. materially
exhausted Westerners are turning to India.
now more than ever. for spiritual inspira-
tion. Thanks to the success of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s efforts to spread Krsna consciousness
in the West. Westerners have begun to ap-
preciate the higher principles of Vedic
civilization. And Indians, seeing the West-
ern interest, have begun to rediscover their
own heritage—thinking that if foreigners
are taking it up, it must be good. e
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Your Own Apocalypse

The word doomsday appears so often
and in so many different political, military,
and religious contexts that the topic has
come to puzzle many people. The word
derives from the Old English phrase domes
dag and refers to a day of judgment or
trial in which a sentence is pronounced. It
also refers to a final cosmic dissolution,
“the end of the world.” In Christianity,
doomsday is often associated with Arma-
geddon, the “Mount of Slaughter” de-
scribed in the Apocalypse, a visionary
disclosure of what the future is supposed
to hold. Although such descriptions ap-
pear in the literatures of Christianity and
other religions, the actual event has been
wrongly predicted so often that many scoff
at the very idea or regard such descriptions
as myths. Nevertheless, it is not uncommon
even today to see various prophets, teach-
ers, and religionists interpreting the social
and political events of our times in such a
way as to show that the end of the world is
at hand.

In the fifth century, Sulpicus Severus
wrote that the Roman tyrant Nero had
reappeared in the world as the Antichrist
and that the end of the world was nigh.

A century later Quodvultdeus identified
the Book of Revelation's Gog and Magog
as the Goths and the Moors and predicted
the world to end “in three years and six
months.”

In a meeting with Richard the Lion-
Hearted in 1191, the seer Joachim stated
that the Antichrist had already been born
in the world and that the day of judgment
was forthcoming. (In his lifetime, Joachim’s
reputation was such that he was consulted
in his mountain retreat by four popes and
was visited by kings, queens, and other
members of royalty.)

European Christians in the thirteenth
century regarded Genghis Khan, the be-
header of Prester John, as an apocalyptic
figure. The popular view was that the
world would end in 1265.

In the 1360s, Jan Milicz pronounced
Emperor Charles IV to be the Antichrist;
once more doomsday was at hand.

William Miller, the founder of the move-
ment that was to spawn the Seventh Day
Adventists, predicted the world to end on
April 3, 1843; July 7, 1843; March 21,
1844; and October 22, 1844,

More recently, the Jehovah's Witnesses
have predicted the world to end sometime
in 1975 and also on October 2, 1984. Pres-

ently there are an estimated seven to eight
million evangelical Christians who expect
the world to end within this generation
and quite possibly in the 1980s. The most
widely endorsed scenario for Armaged-
don is that presented by Hal Lindsey in
The Late Great Planer Earth. (Lindsey is
the bestselling author of the decade, his
book having sold fifteen million copies.)

Understandably, such predictions and
interpretations of the times have made
people skeptical about religious pronounce-
ments in general. In more secular circles,
however, many regard the destruction of
the world as quite possible, even likely.

Since the development of the atom bomb
more than forty years ago, human beings
have confronted the feasibility of global
destruction through nuclear war. In The
Fate of the Earth, Jonathan Schell gives
scientific evidence from a variety of sources
to show that if an all-out nuclear war were
to occur, not only would no nation win but
life on this planet would come to an end.
And in recent weeks scientists have de-
scribed how nuclear war will in all likeli-
hood give rise to what they term a “nuclear
winter.” According to this view, as fire-
storms sweep through the bombed cities,
soot and ash will rise into the upper atmo-
sphere of the planet to form dust blankets
so thick that no sunlight will be able to
reach the surface of the earth. The aver-
age temperature on earth will then drop
an estimated forty.degrees, disrupting the
ecological balance.

Despite such dark forebodings, many
feel that war can be averted. Some argue
that since the superpowers know that nu-
clear war will assure the destruction of
everyone, no one will be willing to begin
the fighting. Thus the advocates of this
policy of “Mutual Assured Destruction™
tavor the continued development of offen-
sive nuclear weapons. President Reagan
has advocated in his Strategic Defense Ini-
tiative a space-based nuclear missile de-
fense system designed to destroy nuclear
missiles far above the surface of the earth.
Such a system would, presumably, dissuade
the Soviets from beginning a nuclear war.
Said Reagan, I have called upon the
great scientific talents of our country to
turn to the cause of strengthening world
peace by rendering ballistic missiles im-
potent and obsolete.” It would appear
that from either a religious or a politi-
cal/technological perspective, there is no

clear consensus on the inevitability of the
destruction of the world.

Based upon the teachings of the Vedas,
the Krsna conscious perspective does not
hold that total cosmic annihilation will
occur within our lifetime. Yet, there is one
“apocalypse™ each of us will experience:
death.

Despite the fact that no one lives for-
ever, people act as if they will never die.
The Vedic literature describes how a wise
king was once asked, “What is the most
amazing thing in the world?” The king re-
plied, *Although the people of the world
see that everyone must die, no one really
thinks that he will die. This is the most
amazing thing in the world.” Even the
doomsaying evangelists live for this world
and minister to their congregations in a
materialistic way by promising financial
miracles or by providing guidance on at-
taining success in materialistic endeavors.
Most people today absorb themselves in
pleasure-secking, neglecting all the while
inevitable death. Yet like a personal apoca-
lypse, each person’s death is coming.

Sooner or later we will each face our
day of judgment. We don’t have to study
and interpret the political events of the
day to recognize this fact. nor need we re-
sort to Biblical-political wizardry. This
“doomsday™ will come whether or not
Reagan deploys his Star Wars defense sys-
tem, and whether or not the Russians or
the Americans or the terrorist fanatics
explode their bombs. With total devasta-
tion, our personal apocalypse will strike.
For some. it will be “prophesized™ by those
telltale signs of mortality, disease and old
age. For others, it will give no warning.
But one by one we will all go to our per-
sonal doomsday. This Armageddon will
occur by the agency known as time, and,
personal beliefs and opinions notwithstand-
ing, it is inevitable.

According to the Vedic scriptures, the
self survives death to take on another
body. And which particular body a par-
ticular soul takes is determined by that in-
dividual’s thoughts and deeds during his
human incarnation. We should rectify our
consciousness, therefore, in preparation
for our next life. And as for the larger
events of a thermonuclear Armageddon,
that too may be avoided, but only if people
rectify their activities and free themselves
of their destined doomsday. Destiny can be
changed by Krsna consciousness. —SDG
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“This life of Srila Prabhupada is
pointed proof that one can be a
transmitter of truth and still be a vital

and singular person, even—in a sense
| feel safe to use—in some ways
‘original.”. . . At what almost

anyone would consider a very
advanced age, when most
people would be resting on their
laurels, he harkened to the
mandate of his own spiritual
teacher and set out on the
difficult and demanding
voyage to America. Srila
Prabhupada is, of course,
only one of thousands of
teachers. But in another

sense, he is one in a
thousand, maybe one
in a million.”
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&
estival of India
Is Coming!

From coast to coastin the U.S. and Canada this summer and fall, the Hare Krsna movement celebrates the cul-
tural alliance of East and West with a colorful and provocative festival. Enjoy the music and refreshments
while browsing through exhibits that spell out the meaning of karma, reincarnation, and other concepts from
India’s ancient Vedic literature. Inspect the collection of transcendental paintings or watch a video show on
the benefits of vegetarianism. Come spend a day at the Festival of India. (Please see the article on page 24.)

CHICAGO—May 20-Aug. 18/ (312) 973-0900 VANCOUVER — August 3—4/ (604) 433-9728

NEW YORK—June 29-30/ (718) 855-6714 LOS ANGELES— August 2425/ (213) 836-2676
PHILADELPHIA — July 2/ (215) 247-4600 SAN FRANCISCO — August 31/ (415) 753-8647
WASHINGTON, D.C.—]July 4/ (301) 299-2100 NEW YORK—September 10—14/ (718) 855-6714
ATLANTIC CITY — July 6/ (215) 247-4600 ALBANY —September 1617/ (718) 855-6714

LAKE GEORGE —July 8-10/ (718) 855-6714 NEW YORK —September 19 & 21/ (718) 855-6714
MONTREAL —July 13-14/ (514) 521-1301 DETROIT —September 23-24/ (313) 824-6000
TORONTO —July 20-21/ (416) 922-5415 MIDWEST CAMPUSES — Sept. & Oct./ (312) 973-0900

DENVER — July 27-28/ (303) 333-5461 DALLAS— October 3-20/ (214) 827-6330





