Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.

KRSNA‘CONSCIOUS *

EDUCATION . KV o G

'The Gurukula P Lt/




His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to America
in 1965, at age sixty-nine, to fulfill
his spiritual master’s request that
he teach the science of Krsna
consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world. In a
dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation
and commentary on India’s Vedic
literature, and these are now
standard in universities world-
wide. Meanwhile, traveling
almost nonstop, Srila Prabhupada
molded his international society
into a worldwide confederation of
asramas, schools, temples, and
farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in India’s
Vrndavana, the place most
sacred to Lord Krsna. Specific
disciples throughout the world
have accepted the position

of spiritual master, initiating
disciples of their own. And these
disciples, in turn, become

linked with Srila Prabhupada
through the transcendental
system of disciplic succession.

BACK TO GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

When Srila Prabhupada began the Society (in New 4
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes

he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).

. To teach and encourage the sarikirtana
movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of

1. To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

to society at large and to educate all peoples in the
techniques of spiritual life in order to check the
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real
unity and peace in the world.

. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re-

vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

. To bring the members of the Society together

with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime
entity, thus developing the idea within the

. To erect for the members and for society at large

a holy place of transcendental pastimes
dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

. To bring the members closer together for the

purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
of life.

. With a view toward achieving the aforementioned

purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,
books, and other writings.
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TOKNOW THE

NOWABLE

Without submissively hearing from self-realized souls
about the glories of the Supreme Lord, no one can understand Him.

A lecture given in New York in 1967
by HIS DIVINE GRACE

A. C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

na me viduh sura-ganah
prabhavam na maharsayah

aham adir hi devanam
maharsinarn ca sarvasah

“Neither the hosts of demigods nor the
great sages know My origin or opulences,
for in every respect I am the source of the
demigods and sages.” (Bhagavad-gita 10.2)

ere Lord Krsna is saying that nobody

knows Him. Even the demigods on
higher planets, who are more intelligent
and more advanced than human beings,
do not know Krsna. Nor do the seven
great sages (maharsayah), whose planet is
near the polestar. They also do not know
Him,

Why don’t the demigods and sages
know Krsna? He explains, aham adir hi
devanam maharsinam ca sarvasah: “Be-
cause I am the source of all these demi-
gods and sages.” Krsna is the father of
everyone. And that means He is the origin
of this universe. The Srimad-Bhagavatam
very nicely describes how this universe
took shape, how Brahma was created,
how from Brahma the rsis [sages] were
created, and how the general population
increased. These descriptions are there.

So, Lord Krsna is the origin of every-
thing. As it is said in the Vedanta-siitra,
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Janmady asya yatah: “Everything is ema-
nating from Him.” This means He is also
the origin of the Paramatma (the Super-
soul) and the brahmajyoti (His impersonal
effulgence). Krsna confirms this here by
the word sarvasah, which indicates, “I am
the supreme source of anything you have
any conception of.” Therefore He is very
great, the source of everything.

But if the Supreme Personality of God-
head is so great that nobody knows Him,
then how can He be known? If He is not
known even to the demigods, if He is not
known even to the great sages, then how
can we know Him? Yes, we can know
Him. When the Supreme Lord comes be-
fore you and reveals Himself to you, then
you can know Him. You cannot know Him
by utilizing your imperfect senses. Atah
Sri-krsna-namadi na bhaved grahyam in-
driyaih. Because our senses are imperfect,
even though we may expand our sensual
power artificially, and even though we may
go on speculating for millions of years, we
cannot realize the Supreme Personality of
Godhead.

But, sevonmukhe hi jihvadau svayam
eva sphuraty adah: When you adopt a sub-
missive attitude and you chant the holy
names of the Lord, then you can know
Him. The word jihvadau means that God
realization begins with the tongue. The

PAINTING BY YADURANI-DEVI DASI

tongue’s function is to eat and to vibrate
sound. So we have to engage in these two
processes: vibrating Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare
Hare, and eating krsna-prasadam [food
offered to Krsna]. You cannot allow your
tongue to taste anything and everything. If
you can control your tongue by eating
krsna-prasadam, and if you engage your
tongue in vibrating the transcendental
sound “Hare Krsna,” then one day Krsna
will reveal Himself to You—simply by
this submissive process of surrendering
your tongue to the Supreme Personality of
Godhead.

By controlling the tongue, you control
all the other senses. And if you cannot
control your tongue, then you cannot con-
trol any of your other senses. So the first
and foremost thing is that you have to con-
trol your tongue. Don’t allow your tongue

When a disciple hears from his spiritual master
about the science of Krsna consciousness, it is
not a whimsical exchange. A bona fide spiritual
master has in turn heard from his own guru in
an age-old chain of disciplic succession. And
the message of the disciplic succession is con-
firmed by the Supersoul, a manifestation of
Krsna who is present in the heart of both the
spiritual master and the disciple.






to taste everything and anything. Krsna
has given us so many nice preparations.
The day before yesterday we had feasting
here. Everybody tasted the delicious pra-
sadam—so many nice preparations. Our
tongue is very fastidious: it wants to taste
this and that. Therefore Krsna is so kind
that He gives us varieties of prasadam so
we can taste them and satisfy our desire
and at the same time become spiritually
advanced. This is a nice process.

It is not that you have to do this only in
our association. You can learn this art and
do it in your own home. You can make
nice vegetable preparations at home and
offer them to Krsna. It is not very difficult.
Every day we prepare these dishes and
offer them to Krsna while we chant,

namo brahmanya-devaya
go-brahmana-hitaya ca

jagad-dhitaya krsnaya
govindaya namo namah

[“Let me offer my respectful obeisances
unto Lord Krsna, who is the worshipable
Deity for all brahminical men, who is the
well-wisher of the cows and the brahmanas,
and who is always benefiting the whole
world. I offer my repeated obeisances to
the Personality of Godhead, known as
Krsna and Govinda.”]

This process is not very hard. Everyone
can prepare the foodstuffs and offer them
to Krsna and then partake of them with
family members and friends. Then you
can all sit down before a picture of Krsna
and chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. In this
way you can live a pure life. Just try it and
see the result.

If every person in every home takes to
this principle of understanding Krsna, the
whole world will become Vaikuntha. Vai-
kuntha is the place where there is no anxi-
ety. (Vai means “without,” and kuntha
means “anxiety.”) Now this world s full of
anxiety because we have accepted this
temporary existence of material life as all
in all. But it is just the opposite in Vai-
kuntha, the spiritual world.

We all want to be free from anxieties,
but no one knows how. Taking shelter of
intoxication is not how to get oneself free
from anxieties. The drug simply produces
oblivion. For some time you forget every-
thing, but when you come to your con-
sciousness again the same anxieties are
there. So this process will not help you. If
you want to be free from anxieties, if you
actually want life eternal, full of bliss and
knowledge, then you have to understand
Krsna. And this is possible only by serving
Him, beginning with your tongue.

In several places the Srimad-Bhagavatam
describes this process in a slightly different
way. In one place [10.14.3] it is stated:
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jnane prayasam udapasya namanta eva

jivanti san-mukharitam bhavadiya-vartam

sthane sthitah sruti-gatam tanu-van-manobhir

ye prayaso ‘jita jito 'py asi tais tri-lokyam
This verse says that nobody can conquer
God. Therefore one of His names is Ajita,
*He whom nobody can conquer.” Still,
Ajita becomes conquered. Although the
Lord is unknowable, although He is un-
conquerable, still you can conquer Him.
How? Remain in your present social posi-
tion (sthane sthitah) but adopt some specific
principles. First, jrane prayasam udapasya:
Give up this nonsense speculation, this ac-
cumulation of millions of books. Every
year the world produces millions of books,
and they’re all useless. After six months
they are thrown away. So, don’t take to
that speculative process— turning the mind

Nobody can be equal
to or greater than
God. Therefore your
qualification for
knowing Him is to
be submissive. Do
not waste your time
speculating on Him.
Just acknowledge
that you are limited.
Be submissive.

this way and that way, this way and that
way. Our minds and senses are limited; so
how can you know the Supreme Truth by
these imperfect, blunt mind and senses?
My speculative power may be greater than
yours, and another person’s speculative
power may be greater than mine, but no-
body’s speculative power can reach to the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. Here in
this verse of the Bhagavad-gita Krsna
clearly states, na me viduh sura-ganah:
“Even the demigods and sages do not know
Me.” Then what to speak of us? We are
human beings, but even the demigods and
great sages cannot understand Krsna by
the speculative process. Therefore Brahma
says, jaane prayasam udapasya: “Throw
out this process of speculative research.”
Then, namanta eva: “Just become sub-
missive.” Just acknowledge that your senses
are limited. You are subordinate even to
material nature, what to speak of God.

Everyone is subordinate to the control
of the Supreme Lord (mayadhyaksena
prakrtih siiyate sa-caracaram). Nobody can
be equal to or greater than God. There-
fore your qualification for knowing Him 1s
to be submissive. Don’t waste your time
speculating. Be submissive.

Then the verse says, san-mukharitam
bhavadiya-vartam: “Try to hear about the
glories of the Supreme Lord from the
mouths of realized souls.” Don’t go to un-
authorized persons for spiritual instruc-
tion. How can you know the difference
between an unauthorized and an authorized
person? This is described in the Bhagavad-
gita. The Lord says, evarn parampara-
praptam: “This authority is handed down
by disciplic succession.” In the Bhagavad-
gita Krsna hands the authority down to
Arjuna, who understands Krsna to be the
Supreme Absolute Truth (param brahma
param dhama pavitrari paramarit bhavan).
So if we follow Arjuna’s process and try to
understand Krsna as Arjuna understood,
then we can know who is a genuine au-
thority. It is not very difficult to under-
stand who a genuine authority is.

So, you have to search out that genuine
spiritual authority. That’s all. You have to
find him and remain in your present situa-
tion and try to hear submissively from
him. And as soon as you become submis-
sive and hear from a genuine spiritual au-
thority, then svayam eva sphuraty adah:
Krsna will begin to reveal Himself to you.

God is always ready to reveal Himself to
you. But how does He reveal Himself? He
reveals Himself as soon as you become
submissive, become a devotee, become
Krsna conscious, and follow the path tra-
versed by the great devotees and spiritual
masters. Then everything will be known to
you. Although Krsna is not known even to
the demigods and great sages, He can be
known to you at your home. Although He
is unconquerable, if you adopt this process
you can conquer Him. You have only to
adopt the process. Otherwise you cannot
know Him; there is no alternative.

Now, if you follow these principles of
understanding the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, what will be the result? That is
stated in the next verse of the Bhagavad-
gita [10.3]:

yo mam ajam anadim ca
vetti loka-mahesvaram

asammiudhah sa martyesu
sarva-papaih pramucyate

You will understand that Krsna is ajam
[unborn] and anadi [beginningless]. He is
the cause of all causes; He is not caused by
any other cause (sarva-karana-karanam).
So to understand Krsna, the Supreme
Lord, is first of all to be thoroughly con-
vinced that He is the cause of all causes.
(continued on page 23)




Simple Living, High Thinking

The Natural Spirit

A former “noble savage” finds

the perfection of natural living—as Krsna’s dairyman.

by SURESVARA DASA

Dairyman Sri Krsna dasa is worried.
It’s been more than an hour since
Cintamani, our oldest cow, seemed to
“break water.” Still no calf.

Normally, forty-five minutes to an hour
before a cow gives birth, the calf’s fetal
membranes burst and a lubricating liquid
starts to flow out the birth canal. If the
canal dries up before the calf emerges, a
veterinarian has to come and pull the calf
out raw. This really rips up a cow’s insides,
and would probably kill old Cintamani—
and her calf.

Sri Krsna paces near Cintamani’s box
stall and chants Hare Krsna. Cintamani’s
back end is wide open. Peering inside, he
sees what looks like a blood-purple balloon.
He puts on a disposable plastic sleeve and
reaches in. Pop! Water bursts and two
hooves appear.

“Haribol!” $ri Krsna cheers. Real “break
water.” The other fluid, excessive mucus,
had fooled him. But his relief again turns
to dismay when he takes another look at
the hooves. “They’re upside down.”

When a calf is upside down, its head
gets stuck, and it can’t get out. Nor at this
point can old Cintamani push much from
the inside. So Sri Krsna ties bailing twine
around the calf’'s hooves. He pulls hard,
but the calf won’t come out. In cases like
this, Sri Krsna recalls, the vet reaches way
in and flips the calf right-side up. It’s
worth a try. He reaches in past the legs —
then something brushes his arm. The tail.

“Oh," he breathes, “it’s just backwards.
Right side up and backwards.” Relieved,
Sri Krsna gives the hind legs a mighty

yank, and out comes the calt.

It’s a heifer!

But since she came out backwards, part
of the baggy afterbirth is smothering and
choking her. Quickly, Sri Krsna rips away
the placental slop and reaches down her
throat. After much blowing, he finally gets
the stuff out of her lungs, and she starts to
breathe. Had Sri Krsna not been there to
help, she would have suffocated.

Cintamani, meanwhile, is exhausted. A
cow—especially an old cow—cannot carry
and deliver her precious calf unaided. She

Sri Krsna dasa cares for a prize-winning herd
at the Hare Krsna farm in Pennsylvania.
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depends upon the care and management
given her by the dairyman. And what dairy-
man cares for her better than a devotee of
Krsna, the friend of the cows.

At last, Cintamani looks over and sees
her calf. Mooing and grunting, she leaps
up to lick and nudge the little one, who
starts to nibble on Cintamani’s fleshy bris-
ket. Sri Krsna grins and gets a bucket. As
he milks Cintamani, the calf stands and
falls. Cintamani is batting her around and
mooing up a storm. Sri Krsna gets a bottle
and tries to feed the calf, but all she wants
to do is stand up. After repeated rebuffs,
he decides to break for lunch and try feed-
ing her afterward. He applies an antiseptic
to the calf’s navel, then leaves the barn for
the temple.

Sti Krsna looks as if he’s been protect-
ing cows all his life. Like many a red-
blooded American, though, he grew up
hunting animals and eating “beef.” Just
before he became Krsna's devotee, he even
took part in killing a cow.

“Mom,” he remembers saying, “I just
want to be an animal.”

“But Chris.” his mother replied, “you
can’t be an animal. You're a human being.
You have a higher intelligence.”

And yet without Krsna consciousness,
Chris’s intelligence was dissatisfied. While
growing up in his parents’ ninety-thousand-
dollar home in Vermont, he watched them
pay dearly for all the modern wonders that
were supposed to bring them the good life.
“My mother was always crying,” Sri Krsna
recalls, “because we couldn’t pay all the
bills. And my father was always upset
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because ‘the good things in life’ were always
breaking down.”

Out of high school and determined to
live a simple, natural life, the young man
and his best friend, Jim, got a summer
cabin in the woods.

“We paid the rent with money we’d made
working for a landscaper. We looked up to
the old lumberjacks in Belmont, who used
to chop wood all day and live in tarpaper
shacks. We started smoking pipes, rolling
our own cigarettes, and wearing weird hats
like the old-timers.

“Jim’s sister, Judy, had introduced us to
health foods, so we weren’t eating meat.
We were cooking seven-grain cereal and
eating peanut butter and whole wheat
bread. Better than Campbell’s soup, but a
long way from krsna-prasadam [food of-
fered to Krsna]. One time a guy came by
with pepperoni, and I had some.”

When summer turned to fall, Chris and
Jim moved a few miles west into the Green
Mountains to build their own log cabin.
Using only axes, they chopped down some
tamaracks, cut off the limbs, made notches,
and stacked the logs up. Very simple. No
saws used, not even a nail. *You could see
right through the walls.”

Although the growing season was over
and Chris and Jim hadn’t stored any food,
they were determined to be self-sufficient.
They would have to hunt.

“The forest was full of bears, bobcats,
wolves. and deer. We were young and
strong and crazy as anything. We didn’t
know about our higher, spiritual nature,
so we thought ‘natural’ meant to be like an
animal.™

Shunning firearms, they mostly went
after small game. Fisheye lures worked
well under the ice: sharp stones found
their mark on birds and rodents; wire loops
snared as many as a dozen rabbits.

“There were rabbit trails everywhere in
the evergreens. We'd tie a wire loop to a
branch and drop it over the rabbit’s path.
When his head went through the loop,
he'd run forward in fear, the slipknot would
tighten, and he’d strangle himself.”

As winter set in, the cabin became more
remote. A hard crust covered five feet of
snow; travel was by snowshoes only. Then
one night it snowed three more feet.

“We couldn’t even open the door. Fi-
nally, we pushed back the drift a little,
jumped outside, and disappeared into eight
feet of powder.

“We had an Irish setter with us then,
too, named Doolittle. We were having a
hard time in the snow that morning, but
Doolittle was catching rabbits and squir-
rels like anything. When we got back to
the cabin, Jim turned him upside down and
played like he was going to skin him. He
wouldn’t do that, of course. Doolittle was
like our brother. So were all the animals,
for that matter, though we hadn’t thought
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of that. We liked the dog because he was
better than us at living natural.”

Catching their own meat may have been
more honest than buying it from the
butcher, but it was also much harder. And
the subzero weather made the skinning
and cleaning downright hellish. Another
problem: as Judy’s health-food book in-
formed them, their staple—rabbit meat—
contained only seven of the eight essential
amino acids. But it was another book of
Judy’s that really started them thinking.
About karma.

“It was a yoga book. It said that the body
is a house, the self within is the owner, and
there is karma, or reaction, for whatever
you do. Do something good, you get good
karma. Do something bad, you get bad
karma. The book recommended a vegetar-

We started looking
at National
Geographic spreads
on South America.
We wanted to gather
the lushest fruit.
Not even pick it,
just get it when it
fell—the idea of
avoiding karma. And
we wanted to find
a spiritual guide.

ian diet, because meat-eating is unhealthy
and needlessly cruel. Anything needlessly
cruel—like killing animals—is unnatural
and therefore bad karma.”

So much for the noble savage. Chris and
Jim realized that far from living naturally,
they had been transgressing the laws of
nature, a nature which had given them a
human intelligence with a higher responsi-
bility. But now, exactly what was that re-
sponsibility? What was the self within? And
nature without? And what, really, was the
natural way to live? They had more ques-
tions than a little yoga book could answer,
but they were on the right track. To start
with, they gave up meat for good.

Back in Belmont for supplies, the two
of them stocked up on wheat flour, sun-
flower seeds, and raw peanuts. Also, Chris
swapped his marijuana for a warm woolen
shirt. By giving up whatever was unneces-
sary, they figured they could avoid bad

karma. They combined bread, peanuts,
and seeds with apples they’d sliced and
dried in the fall, and that was pretty much
their diet the rest of the winter.

But man does not live by bread alone—
even if it’s whole wheat. A few times they
came down from the forest, sneaked into
Jim’s parents’ house, and raided the cookie
jar. “We knew we were backsliding when
we ate an Oreo.”

Back at the cabin, they started to ques-
tion the necessity of their cast-iron stove.
Maybe even the cabin itself was extrava-
gant. After all, there was plenty of softwood
in the evergreens. They could make a brush
hut and live inside with a simple campfire.
It wasn’t long before they started thinking
about going south.

*We could see it was going to be really
hard if we stayed in Vermont. So rocky
and hilly there. The growing season was
short, too. And then winter came and you'd
have eight feet of snow all the time.

“We started looking at National Geo-
graphic spreads on South America; espe-
cially around the equator. We wanted to
gather the lushest fruit. Not even pick it,
just get it when it fell—that idea again of
avoiding karma. And we wanted to find a
spiritual guide.”

Before they left, however, destiny en-
tangled them in another hard detail. They
needed new boots for the trip. but they
wanted to make their own. How to get
leather? They heard about a farmer who
was going to kill a cow that week. When
they approached him, he said if they
skinned her, they could keep the hide. He
just wanted the meat. They’d heard about
the horrendous karma for killing a cow,
and they cringed at the thought. But then
the farmer was going to kill her whether
they came or not. Why not use the hide?
They were safe, they figured, as long as
they didn’t pull the trigger.

“Slaughtering pigs had been part of grow-
ing up and proving you were tough (‘Stick
that squealer, sissy!’), but a cow was a lot
bigger. We had to take her out of her stall
and go down a different aisle. She didn’t
want to do that, and right from the start
there was fear and slipping, as we pushed
her toward the barn door. The big farmer
was twisting her tail, pushing and beating
on her to go outside. When we got her in
the road, he shot her, but he didn’t hit her
right. So it was really horrible. She was
running around with a shot in her head,
bellowing and terrified and no wits. Finally
he got her again, and she went down. Just
being there, we felt guilty.”

They were. The Vedic literature con-
demns everyone directly and indirectly
connected with animal slaughter: “One
who orders, one who kills, one who cuts
the dead animals into pieces, one who
sells, one who buys, one who cooks, one
who serves, and one who eats—all are



equally criminals.” And the karmic reac-
tion: “Cow killers are condemned to rot in
hellish life for as many thousands of years
as there are hairs on the body of the
cow.”

Makes “an eye for an eye” sound soft—
but there’s good reason. Among the ani-
mals, the cow is like our mother. Her milk
(especially when farm-fresh, hot, and of-
fered to Krsna) empowers our intelligence
to understand spiritual knowledge so that
we can transcend mortal karma and return
home to Godhead. How do cows turn
common grass into this miraculous milk?
Such is the magic and kindness of Lord
Krsna, the cows’ creator and protector.
And to deter us from killing His beloved
cows, and our own chances for eternal
bliss, what warning could be too severe?

It was April and still snowing. The Ap-
palachian Trail ran just a mile from their
cabin. Chris and Jim were ready.

“A lady yogi in Belmont had taught us
prandyama, breath control. She said that
if we ever cut our hair, we'd lose all our
spiritual power. Real cuckoo. But anyway,
the yoga kept our bowels open.”

Their evolution had turned them toward
the East. The day they left the cabin,
though, they looked less like Siddhartha
than like Huck Finn.

“We wore big wool-felt hats and tied our
long hair like scarves around our necks.
Heavy blankets covered the fifty-pound
homemade packs strapped to our backs.
The shirts and pants we’d hand-sewn from
unbleached cotton. We stepped into those
cowhide boots, picked up our craggy sticks,
and took off.”

By foot, the equator was some five thou-
sand miles away. The climate would change
as they traveled, but walking would be slow
enough to let them adapt. And if they
couldn’t eat what the woods provided, they
had bought enough peanuts and seeds to
last for several months.

South of the Green Mountains, the snow
turned to rain.

“It was cold, and our only rain gear was
those wide-brimmed felt hats. Our tent
was three pieces of canvas, which meant
that every night we had to find some sap-
ling, cut it, and stretch out the canvas. No
ground cloth, just mud.”

The rain followed them all the way to
Pennsylvania. After three weeks, the sun
finally broke through. Clear skies prevailed
over the hilltop trail, giving Chris and Jim
a grandstand view of the countryside. But
there was a new challenge: rocks.

“The Pennsylvania mountains were all
rocks, so many rocks you just couldn’t
avoid them. Millions of rocks. And we felt
them right through our rawhide boots.
We’d tanned the leather American Indian
style—with the cow’s brains—but the
boots were hardly giving us any protection.
Our feet were aching and started to blister.”

Bad-karma boots. Luckily, Chris had
sewn some good karma into his pack: a
cashier’s check. Needing relief, they came
down from the trail and into a small town
to buy sneakers.

“There were two factories in this town,
and most of the people there worked in
those factories. The fumes from the smoke-
stacks were so bad that all the trees and
everything on the mountainside was dead.”

Jim put on his turban (“to catch the prana
comingin”), while Chris went into a bank.
Everybody was afraid of them. They looked
like billy goats and smelled worse. After
buying sneakers and food, they looked for a
place to rest.

“The church bells were ringing that day,
the whole day, and as it got darker, we just
followed the sound of the bells right to the

It was May now. The
COwSs were out to
pasture when Chris
and Jim arrived—
beautiful Brown
Swiss, chewing
alfalfa, turning it to
milk. Two devotees
were plowing a field
with oxen, a dozen
more cultivated a
garden nearby.

church. We slept there, got up, and left.”

More rain for a week. Above Allentown,
where the trail crossed the highway, a sign
pointed to a nearby hostel. The scowling
manager put them up with four young beer-
drinkers.

“You guys Jesus freaks?” they asked.

“We're higher,” said Chris. “Prana-
yama.”

They had to face it, though, their spirits
were sinking. The cold rain, their sore
feet—they just couldn’t adapt like the
animals. They were human; they wanted
to brush their teeth. But what an inhuman
world. Even if they made it to some equa-
torial Eden, supersonic planes would still
come to shatter the peace and smite the
blue. The planet was too far gone; mad-
men had long since ruined their garden
primeval; and wherever they went, there
they were—chased, like everyone else,
by the actions and reactions of destiny.

They had the address of a yoga asrama
near Harrisburg. Breaking their vow never
to ride again in a motor vehicle, they hitch-
hiked to the city’s outskirts. found the
asrama, and parked their walking sticks by
the front door.

“We were looking for spiritual guidance,
but the people there were scared to death
of us. One guy’s wife was sick, and he
thought just our presence would kill her—
our bad auras. They drove us to their
natural-foods store. loaded us up with
fruit and vitamins, and dropped us off at a
deserted motel.”

Chris and Jim had one last resource. Just
before they had left Vermont, Judy had
given them a copy of Back to Godhead
(Judy’s best friend had become a Krsna
devotee). And now, scanning the list of
Hare Krsna centers in the magazine, they
spotted the address of a Hare Krsna farm
in Port Royal, Pennsylvania. Their map
showed it was only fifty miles away. They
called the farm.

“All of a sudden we were talking with
the Hare Krsna people, and although they
didn’t know us, they were ready to drive
an hour to pick us up. A real friendly ex-
change. We were proud, though. We told
them we’d hitch in.”

Chris called his father and asked him to
ship more of the peanuts and seeds they’d
stored to Port Royal. The Krsna farm, they
figured, would be a rest stop where they
would recover their strength and get spiri-
tual stamina for their ongoing march to
Paradise.

It was May now. The cows were out to
pasture when Chris and Jim arrived —
beautiful Brown Swiss, chewing alfalfa,
turning it to milk. Two devotees were
plowing a field with oxen, a dozen more
cultivated a garden nearby. Some children
ran out to greet them. Chris and Jim col-
lapsed on the grass, but krsna-prasadam
and the devotees’ kindness soon revived
them. How happy these people looked.

“The next day we helped I$vari-pati clean
out the woods by the temple. We were
hauling a dump wagon through tree stumps
and underbrush. We wanted to show the
devotees we could work really hard, so
that they would appreciate us—but we
couldn’t keep up with I$vari. We got tired
real quick, but he just kept on going. He
wasn’t trying to show us up; he was just
happy doing his service.”

Devotional service to Krsna, they soon
learned, was the natural happiness of the
soul. No wonder they had been frustrated
trying to live like animals. Human life
was intended for realizing they weren’t
animals. .

“The self is beyond the gross body and
subtle mind,” writes Srila Prabhupada, the
Hare Krsna movement's founder and spiri-
tual master. “The body and mind are but

(continued on page 20)
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CREATES

Did a supremely intelligent being create the universe?
The elaborate Vedic description of creation

can make even an atheist curious.

by MATHURESA DASA

! I he universe around us appears to be
orderly and symmetrical. The planets

rotate perfectly in their orbits. Our bodies
possess complex circulatory, respiratory,
and digestive systems. Even the atoms are
highly structured. All this suggests that
the universe was created not by chance,
but by an intelligent person. If human be-
ings can create houses, skyscrapers, and
many other structures, it is plausible that a
person far more powerful than any human
created the universe and everything in it.

But although the design evident in every
corner of the visible world strongly indi-
cates the plan of an intelligent creator
(God), by logic alone we cannot be abso-
lutely cePtain that He exists. The origin of
the cosmos is beyond our experience. We
did not observe the creation of the universe,
and for all we know it could have happened
in any number of ways that we have not
considered or are unable to consider. On
the platform of logic, therefore, the de-
bate over whether or not there is a Su-
preme Being, a Creator, must always end
in stalemate.

The Vedic literature confirms that we
cannot conclusively understand the Su-
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preme Being by logic alone. The Bhagavad-
gita declares that the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, Krsna, who is the creator of
both this universe and the spiritual world
beyond it, can be understood only by His
mercy, when He is pleased to reveal Him-
self to His faithful devotees. Although our
logic and mental gymnastics cannot rise to
embrace the Lord, He can by His omni-
potence pierce through the uncertainty and
ignorance of His faithful servants and show
Himself to them.

While confirming the fallibility of human
reasoning, however, the Vedas do not rec-
ommend that we abandon reason. If we
lack a deep philosophical understanding of
God, our faith in Him tends toward senti-
ment and fanaticism and easily falls prey
to atheistic arguments. The Vedic litera-
ture therefore includes all manner of logi-
cal arguments—including the argument
from design —indicating that the universe
is the work of a supremely powerful per-
son. But the Vedic literature goes further
as well, describing in detail the stages of
creation, the age and dimensions of the
universe, the purpose of the creation, and
the origin of the material elements. The

PAINTING BY RANCHOR DASA

Vedic literature, in other words, not only
proclaims “God created” but also tells us
how and why He created.

To begin with, the Vedic literature as-
serts that the Supreme Lord is not obliged
to participate directly in the creative work.
While theists sometimes conceive of God
as an extremely hardworking old man,
who has little time off from His duties as
creator, the Vedic literature explains that
God creates by His desire alone, without
having to exert Himself in the least. Since
He possesses unlimited power and wealth,
He can, like any wealthy person, get others
to do the work for Him. If a wealthy finan-
cier wants to construct an office building,
he doesn’t do everything himself. He con-
ceives a general plan or chooses a building

When Lord Maha-Visnu, a plenary expansion
of Lord Krsna, exhales, innumerable universes
emanate from Him. Within each of these uni-
verses Maha-Visnu expands Himself as Garbho-
dakasay1 Visnu and lies down on the water that
fills half of each universal shell. We can hardly
imagine the greatness of Maha-Visnu, since ac-
cording to Srimad-Bhagavatam the smallest of
the universes is four billion miles in diameter.






site, then hires lawyers, architects, engi-
neers, contractors, and so on to execute
His will. The financier doesn’t have to dig
the foundation, pour the cement, or lay
the bricks. ’

Like the wealthy financier, the Supreme
Lord is aloof from the work of creation,
but just how He delegates the creative
duties, and to whom, is unique. Unlike or-
dinary persons, Krsna can expand Himself
imto innumerable forms, known as plenary
expansions, who are equal to Him in power
and opulence. These expansions are all
the same Personality of Godhead, Krsna
Himself, and yet at the same time They are
individuals with independent thoughts and
actions. Brahma-sarmhita gives the analogy
that just as one candle can light many
other candles, each with the same power
to illuminate. so Krsna, the original Per-
sonality of Godhead, can expand Himself
into innumerable plenary forms and still
maintain His identity as the supreme, orig-
inal person.

A person’s appearance on millions of
television screens at once partially illus-
trates Krsna’s power to expand, the differ-
ence being that the television expansions
are only images of the original person and
must move and speak as that person does,
whereas Krsna's expansions, although non-
different from Him, can act as They please.
They are not mere images, but complete
individuals.

While the wealthy financier must employ
others to fulfill his desires, Krsna creates
the universe through these individual ex-
pansions of His own self. Further elucidat-
ing this transcendental phenomenon, the
Svetasvatara Upanisad explains that to
achieve our goals, we rely on three attri-
butes, knowledge (jiana), strength (bala),
and activity (kriya). To construct a large
building, for example, the architects and
engineers need sufficient knowledge of the
building sciences, the construction com-
pany must have sufficient strength in the
form of manpower and machines, and
everyone has to engage in various activ-
ities. The Supreme Lord, however, pos-
sesses within Himself all knowledge, all
strength, and all potential to act and can
therefore accomplish anything He wants.
By investing these powers in His various
expansions, Krsna effortlessly executes
the business of creation. The financier
works through his money, while Krsna
works through His personal expansions
and energies.

Krsna’s ability to expand Himself is in-
conceivable—beyond the range of ordi-
nary logic. But it is inconceivable only in
that we human beings cannot do it and
have not seen anyone else do it. Other-
wise, accepting that God is all-powerful,
nothing He does is inconceivable. Rather,
His apparently inconceivable attributes
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ISV JATO INY HOOVA A ONLINIVA

Within each universe, while lying on a bed of celestial snakes floating on the universal waters,
Garbhodaksayi Visnu creates Brahma, whom He empowers to create all planets and all species of
life. Brahma, who in this universe has four heads, is born from a lotus sprouting from the navel of
Garbhodaksay1 Visnu.

serve as testimony to His omnipotence.
Therefore the Vedic literature, by describ-
ing Krsna’s attributes in detail, does not
preclude a logical approach to under-
standing the Supreme Lord, but rather
draws our use of logic onto a higher, tran-
scendental platform.

Krsna’s first expansion for the creation
is Maha-Visnu, who begins by manifesting
the material elements from His transcen-
dental body. Modern scientists will object
to the mention of a creator. The material
energy is eternal, they say, so why bring in
God? But the Vedic literatures respond

that Maha-Visnu is also eternal and that
the material elements are His eternal
energy. God and His energy are like the
sun and the sunshine, which exist simul-
taneously, although one is the origin of the
other. Both God and the material energy
are eternal, and yet God is the source of
the material energy.

We might also wonder how Maha-Visnu
could perform the gigantic act of creating
all the material elements without becom-
ing totally depleted, dispersing Himself
into the elemental creation. Materially
speaking, when we take something from a



particular source, we gradually exhaust
that source. Withdraw money from your
bank account, and the balance goes down.
Pour water from a glass, and the glass
empties. Take milk from a cow, and the
cow gradually dries up—unless she can
replenish her supply from a pasture or
feed bin. Since God is by definition the
source of everything, there is nothing out-
side of Him to replenish Him. So what
happens to Maha-Visnu when He creates
the material elements from Himself?

The ISopanisad says that nothing hap-
pens to Him at all. Maha-Visnuis unaffected
and unchanged, even while supplying an
unlimited quantity of elements. How could
this be? Because depletion and exhaustion
are properties of matter. Maha-Visnu,
however, is not matter, but pure spirit,
and therefore He has no material proper-
ties. He produces the complete cosmic
manifestation from His own form, yet re-
mains perfect and complete. As Krsna ex-
pands into Maha-Visnu without changing
His form or identity, so Maha-Visnu creates
the material elements, yet remains com-
plete in Himself.

The Srimad-Bhagavatam informs us that
from the material elements Maha-Visnu
produces not one, but innumerable uni-
verses, or, rather, universal shells. These
gigantic shells are hollow spheres. The
lower half is filled with water, and the
upper half is—at least initially—empty.
The Bhagavatam also states that our par-
ticular universe is the smallest of all the
universes, and yet the space inside the
shell measures four billion miles in diam-
eter, while the shell itself is billions of
miles thick.

Maha-Visnu expands His personality
and enters each universe as Garbhodaka-
§ayl Visnu. Garbhodakasayl Visnu then
generates Brahma, the first living entity in
the universe.

Although Lord Brahma is an eternal,
individual person, he is not a plenary ex-
pansion of the Lord. He, like you and me,
is a jiva-tattva expansion, in quality equal
with Krsna but quantitatively minute. The
jiva-tattva expansions are part and parcel
of Krsna, and as such their eternal, bliss-
ful function is to render loving service to
Him. In fact, they have no other function,
just as a finger has no other function than
to render service to the entire body. When
the jiva souls are separated from the eter-
nal service of Lord Krsna, they lose their
eternal blissful nature, just as a finger
loses its very life when severed from the
body.

Before coming to the material creation,
the jiva souls live in the eternal spiritual
world, which lies beyond the material uni-
verses. There they act in their relation-
ships as servants, friends, and associates
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead,

Krsna. Since these relationships with Krsna
are based solely on love, however, the jiva
souls have a minute degree of indepen-
dence: they can choose to remain subordi-
nate to the all-powerful Supreme Person,
or they can desire to neglect His service
and become independent lords themselves.
Without this choice, this freedom to serve
or not to serve, there is no question of lov-
ing God, since love is necessarily an act of
free will. A minority of jiva souls, mis-
using their independence, desire to enjoy
life without Krsna.

It is to fulfill—as well as to reform—
this unnatural desire of a relatively small
number of jivas that Lord Krsna creates
the material world. Walled within the shells
of material universes, the independently-

The material miseries
are designed to
remind us that this
creation is foreign to
us. They evince God’s
concern for our true
welfare. The person
who comes to his
senses and practices
Krsna consciousness
can quickly return to
the spiritual world.

minded jivas are awarded bodies in any of
the millions of species and are allowed to
forget their eternal life of bliss and knowl-
edge with Krsna. According to Bhagavad-
gita, a jiva soul is situated in each living
body just as a driver is situated in an auto-
mobile. The driver is different from his
car, although he directs its movements.
Similarly, the jiva soul, although doggedly
trying to enjoy a body made of the ma-
terial elements, is separate from it. Each
kind of body—from the microbe to the
human being—affords the jiva a partic-
ular kind of sense enjoyment, a different
means for trying to satisfy his godless
longings.

Within each of the innumerable uni-
verses, Garbhodakasayi Visnu expands as
Ksirodakasayl Visnu, who then expands
Himself unlimitedly to enter the hearts of
all the living entities in His particular uni-
verse. This expansion of Krsna is known

as Paramatma, the Supersoul, who accom-
panies each jiva soul in his search for ma-
terial pleasure. In the Gird, Lord Krsna
says that, as the Supersoul, He directs the
jivas’ search by supplying them with mem-
ory, knowledge, and forgetfulness. At
death, the jiva soul is taken from his pres-
ent body and prepared for his next birth in
one of the 8,400,000 species. All this is ar-
ranged by the Lord in the heart. The
human body is just suitable for austerity,
self-realization, and rewakening Krsna
consciousness, but if a human being acts
and desires like an animal, he is allowed,
in his next life, to enjoy in the body of an
animal.

In marked contrast to the jiva soul, the
Supersoul, although situated within the
material body, is never controlled by a de-
sire to enjoy matter. Krsna and His expan-
sions are the controllers of the material
energy, whereas the jiva, as long as he de-
sires to forget Krsna, is controlled by the
same energy. In the Upanisads the jiva
soul and the Supersoul are compared to
two birds sitting in the same tree of the
body. One bird (the jiva) tries to enjoy the
fruits on the tree— material pleasures—
forgetting the other bird (the Supersoul),
who is patiently watching. The Supersoul
observes and directs the jiva's activities,
unaffected by material desire. Only the
jiva souls assume material bodies and try
to enjoy matter.

We all have experienced, however, that
this material world is not a place of un-
adulterated enjoyment. In fact, it is some-
times argued that even if there is a God,
He could not be good or just, since His
creation is filled with disease, old age,
death, and many other miseries. Krsna,
however, creates the material world not
just for our independent sense enjoyment,
but also to remind us that enjoyment out-
side of His service is illusory. When a man
goes mad, forgetting his friends, relatives,
and his own self, whatever enjoyment he
experiences in that maddened state is
worthless. In the same way, the jiva souls
have forgotten their eternal relationship
with their dearmost friend, Krsna. Until
they reestablish that relationship, they
will be able to realize but a small fraction
of their potential for happiness, even if
they acquire wealth, fame, beauty, educa-
tion, and other temporary material advan-
tages. The material desires are designed
to remind the jiva that the material cre-
ation is foreign to him, and thus they evince
God'’s concern for our true welfare. The
jiva who comes to his senses and practices
Krsna consciousness can very quickly re-
turn to the spiritual world.

Lord Brahma, the first jiva soul in each
universe, is in charge of constructing all
the planets and planetary systems. He is

(continued on page 20)
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Transcendental Comment

PUNCTURING
THE “JERK THEORY”

by Satyaraja dasa

l ' ntil recently, most sociobiologists

have explained evolution by refer-
ence to the tenets of neo-Darwinism,
that revamped, updated version of Dar-
win’s theory of slow, adaptive evolution.
But a newer, rival theory— “punctuated
equilibrium.” as it is called by Stephen
Gould and others—holds that the pro-
duction of new animal species occurred in
comparatively sudden jumps, or “jerks.”

Propounders of the new theory main-
tain that fossil evidence is in their favor.
Why? Because in many cases the inter-
mediate animal forms—which, according
to the neo-Darwinists must be there
conspicuously absent from the fossil record.
In other words, the fossil records are not
nearly as incomplete as the neo-Darwinists
have supposed. And to support this idea,
the punctuationists point to the fact that
jerks always accompany the branching of
the evolutionary tree.

Some scientists see punctuated equilib-
rium as a useless theory with no basis in
fact. A recent issue of New Scientist (June
1984) quotes Dr. John Turner: “Of the
essential jerk theory, one cansay as Gould

dare
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did of sociobiology. that it brings no new
insights, and can cite on its behalf not a
single unambiguous fact.” That the punc-
tuated equilibrium theory has gained so
much popularity among sociobiologists in-
dicates just how unconvincing and incon-
clusive the evidence is for the traditional
evolutionary belief. Apparently neither
theory can explain the gaps in the fossil
record: therefore, both lack credibility.

For many, many centuries, however, the
Vedic literature has contained detailed in-
formation about the origin of the species.
All life forms, according to the Vedic sci-
ence, appear in the early stages of the Su-
preme Lord’s cosmic creation, when the
Lord impregnates all the living souls within
material nature. These indestructible, spiri-
tual souls gradually evolve through the
various species—microbes, plants, aquat-
ics, insects, reptiles, birds, animals, and
humans. Thus the only evolution is an
evolution of consciousness, as the indi-
vidual souls gradually rise to the human
platform. On attaining a human birth, a
soul must continue to evolve by cultivating
spiritual consciousness; otherwise, accord-
ing to his desires and karma, he will fall
again into the lower species.

One who wastes his human life in sinful-
ness may be reborn as an animal or a
plant, whereas one who acts piously may

receive another human body and the op-
portunity for further evolution through
spiritual knowledge and piety. However,
one who acts transcendentally—that is to
say. one who devotes his life to serving the
Supreme Lord, Krsna—ultimately re-
ceives a spiritual body and goes back to
Godhead. This is the final and highest link
in the evolutionary chain. It is the missing
link after which we are all searching.

PROFIT PROBLEMS

by Mathuresa dasa

When General Motors and Ford paid
their exccutives a total of $262 mil-
lion in bonuses last spring, Owen Beiber,
president of United Auto Workers, called
the payments “obscene.” Beiber vowed he
would demand proportionate benefits for
the auto workers during negotiations with
the auto industry leaders in July. By the
time the present Auto Workers contract
expires on September 15, Beiber expects
to secure added health benefits, greater
job security, and significant wage increases.

The controversial executive bonuses
came as a result of record profits the U.S.
auto industry has raked in since the imposi-
tion of the automobile import quota in
1981. With less competition from foreign
auto makers, U.S. companies have been
able to raise prices by an average of one
thousand dollars per vehicle. This one-
thousand-dollar-per-car surcharge paid by
the American consumer accounts for the
record auto-industry profits in 1983 —
profits that auto workers and executives
are now eagerly dividing. Consumers are
therefore upset at getting the raw end of
the import-quota deal.

Not only in the auto industry but through-
out the history of industry and commerce,
the question of how to divide the fruits of
work has been raised. Isn’t it natural that
executives, since they are more directly
responsible for profits, be paid more than
laborers? Yet how can we expect that either
laborers or consumers will not get upset
over executive salary bonuses? Ford Motor
chairman Philip Caldwell, made more
than $7 million in 1983!

The Bhagavad-gita says that the fruits
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ary on the Issues of the Day

of everyone’s work belong to the Supreme
Lord, Krsna, who is the ultimate control-
ler and provider. Although we like to think
that we singlehandedly achieve the re-
sults of our work, without Lord Krsna's
sanction we can’t claim even a penny.

One practical proof of this is the many
intelligent and industrious persons who
can't make ends meet. Or consider the
many other persons who are neither intel-
ligent nor industrious and yet have no fi-
nancial problems. And there are still others
who accumulate wealth through years of
endeavor and yet die paupers. Therefore,
although we must work with intelligence,
as if everything depended on us, we have
to admit that the final results of our work
are in Lord Krsna’s hands.

Since all profits depend on Krsna, they
should be used in His service. The million-
dollar executive should build temples,
establish schools, and publish books to
educate people in the science of Krsna
consciousness. The laborer also should
contribute to the worship and glorification
of the Supreme Lord. And consumers, no
matter what their economic status, should
purchase only what is necessary for a com-
fortable, but not extravagant, lifestyle, so
that their energy and attention will not be
needlessly diverted from achieving life’s
ultimate goal—Ilove of God.

No one is exempt from the obligation to
offer the results of his or her work to the
Supreme Lord. In the Gita Lord Krsna
says that even the poorest person can
please Him by offering Him “a leaf, a
flower, a fruit, or a little water” with devo-
tion. Krsna is impressed neither by the
rich man’s millions nor by the pauper’s
pennies; He wants only to see evidence of
our exclusive devotion to Him.

Experienced devotees of Krsna know,
however, that pleasing the Supreme Lord
is the most gratifying of all work and that
broadcasting His glories is the best service
to mankind. Both the million-dollar execu-
tive and the wage earner will feel far more
satisfaction using their resources in Krsna's
service than in trying to make extensive ar-
rangements for their own comforts. And
when executive, laborer, and consumer
are all devotees of Krsna, there will be no
argument over how to divide profits.

ETERNAL ALIENS

by Baladeva Vidyabhusana disa

C ongress is straining its legislative brain
to figure out what to do about the
flood of illegal aliens into the U.S.—and
what to do about the three to twelve mil-
lion who are already here. Gone is the
benevolent American spirit praised by
Emma Lazarus and proclaimed by the
Statue of Liberty: “Give me your tired,
your poor, your huddled masses yearning
to breathe free.” Now, although millions

of foreigners apply annually for citizen-
ship, only five to six hundred thousand
are allowed to immigrate to the U.S. More
than one million are caught each year
trying to enter illegally, while an esti-
mated five hundred thousand enter un-
detected.

A large percentage of these millions of
“feet people” now form an exploited under-
class, working on farms or in sweatshops

for as little as one dollar per hour. This
wage is usually much more than they would
have made in their own country, so it re-
mains as a very attractive feature. Thus il-
legal immigrants easily capture jobs that
otherwise would have fallen to America’s
unemployed.

Few issues on Capitol Hill are stirring as
much controversy as the one over amnesty
for those aliens already illegally residing
in America. While supporters of amnesty
point out that America is a melting pot, a
nation of immigrants—one in four New
Yorkers is foreign born—opponents claim
that to reward millions for breaking the
law is grossly unfair. Amnesty, says U.S.
congressman Bill McCallum, “is unfair to
the millions who stood in line to come to
this country legally. It is a great slap and a
cruel hoax.”

Both sides in this debate, however,
would do well to take account of just who
is an alien. From ancient India’s Vedic lit-
erature we learn that our real identity is
neither American nor Mexican nor any
nationality, but spirit soul—eternal, fully
knowledgeable, and completely blissful.
But because we have chosen to challenge
the absolute authority of the Almighty, we
have been thrown from our home in the
spiritual world into this foreign material
world to suffer our lot, life after life.
Therefore we are all aliens within this ma-
terial world. Until we realize that our real
business is to lovingly serve the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, we have to stay
here in America, Mexico, Vietnam, Africa,
and so on.

The coveted happiness of being an
American (or a citizen of any other coun-
try) is paltry when compared to the happi-
ness of returning to our original homeland
in the eternal spiritual world. Just as we
see the life of certain animals as lowly and
abominable, so those who are liberated
souls regard our life, even in this land of
golden opportunity, as thoroughly miser-
able. From the enlightened, spiritual view-
point, we are all aliens, emigrants from
the spiritual world. We should realize
this and try to help one another go back
home, back to Godhead, rather than squab-
bling over petty issues of amnesty and
citizenship. e
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

“We Don’t Begin from Zero”

The following conversation between His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada and some of his disciples took
place in July 1975 on an early-morning
walk in Chicago.

Srila Prabhupada: Where does Darwin
begin?

Devotee: He begins in the ocean. He says
that some fishlike animal climbed out of
the ocean and began to breathe the air.
Srila Prabhupada: Then where did the
ocean come from?

Devotee: He doesn’t say.

Srila Prabhupada: Then his theory is not
perfect.

Devotee: Scientists say there was great
turbulence on this planet in the beginning.
The oceans were stirring, and then some
lightning charges occurred.

Srila Prabhupada: From where did the
lightning come? And from where did the
ocean come? Where is his philosophy? It
is a speculation.

Devotee: They say it all began from a
primeval explosion.

Srila Prabhupada: Then I ask the same
question: Wherefrom did the explosion
come?

Devotee: They say that the explosion took
place at time zero. [ Laughter]

Srila Prabhupada: Time zero?

Devotee: Time began then, at time zero.
And they say that the question “What was
before that?” is not a logical, sensible
question.

Srila Prabhupada: Why?

Devotee: They say it's a question that
should not even be asked.

Srila Prabhupada: No, then they are ras-
cals. They are beginning from zero. How
can you begin from zero?

Devotee: Everything comes from nothing
then.

Srila Prabhupada: That is not philosophy.
Devotee: They say it all originates from a
me mass of pr imordial matter.

Srila Prabhupada: Then the same ques-
tion arises: From where did the matter
come?

Devotee: They say it’s an accident,

Srila Prabhupada: So that is rascaldom.
Where is the accident? Nothing is acciden-
tal. Everything happens by cause and ef-
fect. The Bible says that in the beginning
there was God, or the word of God. So
God was there. That is the beginning. In
our philosophy. too, thatis the beginning.
The Srimad-Bhagavatam gives evidence:

janmady asya yatah . . . aham evasam
evagre. And the Bhagavad-gita: aham
sarvasya prabhavo mattah sarvam pravar-
tate. This is our philosophy. Everything
begins from God.

Now you can ask, “From where did God
come?” But that is God. God is existing.
He is not caused by any other cause. He is
the original cause. Anddir adir: He has
no beginning, but He is the beginning of
everything. This is the conception of God
given in the statements of Brahma: anadir
adir govindah. That adi is the original
person, Govinda, Krsna. We find this in
the Vedic history. Brahma is there in the
beginning. He is a deva, one of the demi-
gods—the first demigod.

Now Krsna says, aham adir hi devanam:
He is the cause of the demigods. He is the
cause of Brahma also. So this is our phi-
losophy. We don’t begin from zero or
from an accident.

Devotee: Darwin never tried to under-
stand the Vedic philosophy.

Srila Prabhupada: No, no, he admitted
that he speculated. He is not a philoso-
pher; he is a speculator. He has admitted:
“It is my speculation. I think like this.”
Devotee: He started his speculation from
the creation of life.

Srila Prabhupada: Anywhere, speculation
is neither science nor philosophy.
Devotee: They call the Vedas speculation.
They say the Upanisads are speculation.
Srila Prabhupada: No, no, no, not specu-
lation. Sri ISopanisad says, isavasyam idam
sarvam: everything is beginning from the
isa, the supreme controller. Where is the

speculation in the Vedas?

Devotee: They say the Vedas are written
by man. Therefore they are imperfect.
Srila Prabhupada: What is your philoso-
phy? It is written by man. What is the
value of your philosophy? It is specula-
tion. We don’t say that the Vedas are
written by man. They come from a tran-
scendental source. The words spoken by
the Lord are called apauruseya, which in-
dicates that they are not delivered by any
mundane person.

They may say whatever they like, but
we don’t accept it. Suppose somebody
says, “Your father’s name is so-and-so.”
What is his authority to say what my
father’s name is? I know very well.

So their suggestion is like that: “Your
father’s name is this.” Is that a very good
suggestion? We can challenge: “You don’t
know anything about my family. How can
you say, ‘Your father’s name is this?*”

Is it not rascaldom? You do not know
anything about my family, and you say,
“Your father’s name is this.” What is this
logic?

Devotee: Darwin’s whole theory rests on
the fact that he showed bones and archeo-
logical evidence.

Srila Prabhupada: Anyway, it is not pos-
sible that he has seen all the bones. So tak-
ing it that he has studied by seeing the
bones, I can say very easily that it is not
possible for a person like him to see all the
bones. That is my challenge.

He says, “Millions and millions of years
ago . . . ” But he lived for fifty years.
How has he seen all the bones? He is a
limited person.

Devotee: They admit they haven’t found
all the bones, but they say that what they
have found is conclusive evidence.

Srila Prabhupada: But they cannot say
that. If you have seen all the bones, then
you can conclude. But they say some of
the bones are missing. Therefore their
theory is always imperfect.

Devotee: Just this year they found a skull
that was millions of years older than any
human skull they found before.

Srila Prabhupada: That's all right. But
still they cannot say they have found all
the skulls. They simply guess: “There is
some gap of millions of years.”

Devotee: They even say that the missing
link is the most important part.

Srila Prabhupada: So that is not science.

Therefore we say they are rascals. And
other rascals will believe them. foosy
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Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the “cream of the Vedic literatures” of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipiyana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The origi-
nal Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: “The Status Quo”

CHAPTER FIVE
Vidura’s Talks with Maitreya
As our serialized presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam continues, the
great sage Maitreya praises Vidura, an eternal associate of Lord Krsna,
for always being absorbed in Transcendence. Then Maitreya describes to

him the pastimes by which the Supreme Personality of Godhead creates,
maintains, and dissolves the cosmic world.

TEXT 20
AORSAIIEIEH, SeETwA 99 |
g 83 SR S g igaTd R el

mandavya-$apad bhagavan
prajd-samyamano yamah

bhratuh ksetre bhujisyaydri
jatah satyavati-sutdt

mandavya—the great rsi Mandavya Muni; $apat—by his curse;
bhagavin—the greatly powerful; praja—one who is born; sariya-
manah—controller of death; yamah—known as Yamaraja; bhratuh—of
the brother; ksetre—in the wife; bhujisydyam—kept; jatah—born;
satyavati—Satyavati (the mother of both Vicitravirya and Vyisadeva};
sutat—by the son (Vyasadeva).

TRANSLATION

I know that you are now Vidura due to the cursing of Mandavya
Muni and that formerly you were King Yamaraja, the great con-
troller of living entities after their death. You were begotten by the
son of Satyavati, Vyasadeva, in the kept wife of his brother.

PURPORT

Mindavya Muni was a great sage (cf. Bhag. 1.13.1), and Vidura was
formerly the controller Yamaraja, who takes charge of the living entities
after death. Birth, maintenance and death are three conditional states of
the living entities who are within the material world, As the appointed
controller after death, Yamaraja once tried Mandavya Muni for his child-
hood profligacy and ordered him to be pierced with a lance. Mandavya,
being angry at Yamardja for awarding him undue punishment, cursed
him to become a §iidra (member of the less intelligent laborer class).
Thus Yamargja took birth in the womb of the kept wife of Vicitravirya
from the semen of Vicitravirya's brother, Vyasadeva. Vyasadeva is the
son of Satyavati by the great King Santanu, the father of Bhismadeva.
This mysterious history of Vidura was known to Maitreya Muni because
he happened to be a contemporary friend of Vyasadeva's. In spite of
Vidura’s birth from the womb of a kept wife, hecause he had otherwise
high parentage and great connection he inherited the highest talent of
becoming a great devotee of the Lord. To take birth in such a great
family is understood to be an advantage for attaining devotional life.
Vidura was given this chance due to his previous greatness.

TEXT 21
WA, AT el ¥ 9a: qie 2 |
TG TAGLAE NETETEE AT 1R

bhavan bhagavato nityar
sammatah sanugasya ha

yasya Jidnopadesaya
madiad bhagavdn vrajan

bhavan—your good self; bhagavatah—of the Personality of Godhead;
nityam—eternal; sammatah—recognized; sa-anugasya—one of the
associates; ha—have been; yasya—of whom; jidna—knowledge;
upadeidya—for instructing; md—unto me; ddiSat—so ordered;
bhagavin—the Personality of Godhead; vrajan—while returning to His
abode.

TRANSLATION

Your good self is one of the eternal associates of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead for whose sake the Lord, while going back
to His abode, left instructions with me.

PURPORT

Yamarija, the great controller of life after death, decides the living en-
tities” destinies in their next lives. He is surely among the most confiden-
tial representatives of the Lord. Such confidential posts are offered to
great devotees of the Lord who are as good as His eternal associates in the
spiritual sky. And because Vidura happened to be among them, the Lord,
while returning to Vaikuntha, left instructions for Vidura with Maitreya
Muni. Generally the eternal associates of the Lord in the spiritual sky do
not come to the material world. Sometimes they come, however, by the
order of the Lord—not to hold any administrative post, but to associate
with the Lord in person or to propagate the message of God in human
society. Such empowered representatives are called saktyavesa-avataras,
or incarnations invested with transcendental power of attorney.

TEXT 22

qq q TES ANAEGIRAT |
fafaggawT e 1RRI

atha te bhagaval-lila
yoga-mdyorubrmhitah

vi§va-sthity-udbhavantartha
varnaydmy anupidrvasah

atha—therefore; te—unto you; bhagavat—pertaining to the Per-
sonality of Godhead; lilah—pastimes; yoga-maya—energy of the Lord;
uru—greatly; brmhitah—extended by; viSva—of the cosmic world;
sthiti—maintenance; udbhava—creation; anta—dissolution; arthah—
purpose; varnaydmi—I shall describe; anupirvasah—systematically.
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264 grimad-Bhﬁgavatam

[Canto 3, Ch. 5

TRANSLATION

I shall therefore describe to you the pastimes by which the Per-
sonality of Godhead extends His transcendental potency for the
creation, maintenance and dissolution of the cosmic world as they
occur one after another.

PURPORT

The omnipotent Lord, by His different energies, can perform anything
and everything He likes. The creation of the cosmic world is done by His
yogamdyd energy.

TEXT 23
TR AREAT ARARA e |
AHTBIGIAATAT AAWGISHT: 1133 1)

bhagavan eka asedam
agra atmatmandn vibhuh
dtmecchdnugatdy amma
nand-maty-upalaksanah

bhagavan—the Personality of Godhead; ekah—one without a second;
asa—was there; idam—this creation; agre—prior to the creation;
dtma—in His own form; datmanam—of the living entities; vibhuh—
master; datma—Self; icchd—desire; anugatau—being merged in;
atma—Self; nand-mati—different vision; upalahsanah—symptoms.

TRANSLATION

The Personality of Godhead, the master of all living entities, ex-
isted prior to the creation as one without a second. It is by His will
only that creation is made possible and again everything merges in
Him. This Supreme Self is symptomized by different names.

PURPORT

The great sage here begins to explain the purpose of the four original
verses of the Srimad-Bhagavatam. Although they have no access to the
Srimad-Bhagavatam, the followers of the Mayavada (impersonalist)
school sometimes screw out an imaginary explanation of the original four
verses, but we must accept the actual explanation given herein by
Maitreya Muni because he, along with Uddhava, personally heard it
directly from the Lord. The first line of the original four verses runs,
aham evasam ewigre. The word aham is misinterpreted by the
Miyavada school into meanings which no one but the interpreter can
understand. Here aham is explained as the Supreme Personality of God-
head, not the individual living entities. Before the creation, there was
only the Personality of Godhead; there were no purusa incarnations and
certainly no living entities, nor was there the material energy, by which
the manifested creation is effected. The puruga incarnations and all the
different energies of the Supreme Lord were merged in Him only.

The Personality of Godhead is described herein as the master of all
other living entities. He is like the sun disc, and the living entities are
like the molecules of the sun’s rays. This existence of the Lord before the
creation is confirmed by the srutis: vdsudevo vd idari agra dsit na
brahmé na ca sankarah, eko vai ndrdyana asin na brahmd nesandh.
Because everything that be is an emanation from the Personality of God-
head, He always exists alone without a second. He can so exist because He
is all-perfect and omnipotent. Everything other than Him, including His
plenary expansions, the vispu-tattvas, is His part and parcel. Before
the creation there were no Karanirnavasiyi or Garbhodakasayi or
Ksirodakasayi Visnus, or was there Brahma nor Sankara. The Visnu
plenary expansion and the living entities beginning from Brahma are
separated parts and parcels. Although the spiritual existence was there
with the Lord, the material existence was dormant in Him. By His will
only is the material manifestation done and undone. The diversity of the
Vaikunthaloka is one with the Lord, just as the diversity of soldiers is
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one with and the same as the king. As explained in Bhagavad-gita (9.7),
the material creation takes place at intervals by the will of the Lord, and
in the periods between dissolution and creation, the living entities and
the material energy remain dormant in Him.

TEXT 24

§ q1 09 TN KT AT TAAE|
AASHANEATAR  GFITHEATE 1R8I

sa vd esa tadd drastd
napasyad drsyam ekarat

mene santam ivdtmanar
supta-Saktir asupta-drk

sah—the Personality of Godhead; va—either; esah—all these; tadd—
at that time; drastd—the seer; na—did not; apasyat—see; drsyam—the
cosmic creation; eka-rat—undisputed proprietor; mene—thought like
this; asantam—nonexistent; iva—like that; atmanam—plenary mani-
festations; supta—unmanifested; S$aktih—material energy; asupta—
manifested; drk—internal potency.

TRANSLATION

The Lord, the undisputed proprietor of everything, was the
only seer. The cosmic manifestation was not present at that time,
and thus He felt imperfect without His plenary and separated parts
and parcels. The material energy was dormant, whereas the inter-
nal potency was manifested.

PURPORT

The Lord is the supreme seer because only by His glance did the ma-
terial energy become active for cosmic manifestation. At that time the
seer was there, but the external energy, over which the glance of the
Lord is cast, was not present. He felt somewhat insufficient, like a hus-
band feeling lonely in the absence of his wife. This is a poetic simile. The
Lord wanted to create the cosmic manifestation to give another chance to
the conditioned souls who were dormant in forgetfulness. The cosmic
manifestation gives the conditioned souls a chance to go back home, back
to Godhead, and that is its main purpose. The Lord is so kind that in the
ahsence of such a manifestation He feels something wanting, and thus
the creation takes place. Although the creation of the internal potency
was manifested, the other potency appeared to be sleeping, and the Lord
wanted to awaken her to activity, just as a husband wants to awaken his
wife from the sleeping state for enjoyment. It is the compassion of the
Lord for the sleeping energy that He wants to see her awaken for enjoy-
ment like the other wives who are awake. The whole process is to enliven
the sleeping conditioned souls to the real life of spiritual consciousness so
that they may thus become as perfect as the ever-liberated souls in the
Vaikunthalokas. Since the Lord is sac-cid-ananda-vigraha, He likes
every part and parcel of His different potencies to take part in the
blissful rasa because participation with the Lord in His eternal rasa-lila
is the highest living condition, perfect in spiritual bliss and eternal

knowledge.
TEXT 25

AT T deg ¢ Tl qEELTAH |
AR AW TEWE a2 Fw A 1Rw)
s vd etasya saridrastuh
Saktih sad-asad-dtmikd
mdyd nama maha-bhaga
yayedar nirmame vibhuh

sd—that external energy; vi—is either; etasya—of the Lord;
sarndrastuh—of the perfect seer; saktih—energy; sat-asat-atmiki—as
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both the cause and the effect; mdyd ndma—called by the name maya;
maha-bhaga—O fortunate one; yayd—by which; idam—this material
world; nirmame—constructed; vibhuh—the Almighty.

TRANSLATION

The Lord is the seer, and the external energy, which is seen,
works as both cause and effect in the cosmic manifestation. O
greatly fortunate Vidura, this external energy is known as maya or
illusion, and through her agency only is the entire material
manifestation made possible.

PURPORT

The material nature, known as mayd, is both the material and efficient
cause of the cosmos, but in the background the Lord is the consciousness
for all activities. As in the individual body the consciousness is the source
of all energies of the body, so the supreme consciousness of the Lord is
the source of all energies in material nature. This is confirmed in
Bhagavad-gita (9.10) as follows:

mayadhyaksena prakrtih
siyate sa-caracaram

hetundnena kaunteya
Jagad viparivartate

“Throughout all the energies of material nature there is the hand of the
Supreme Lord as the final superintendent. Due to this supreme cause
only, the activities of material nature appear planned and systematic, and
all things regularly evolve.”

TEXT 26
TSI g AT QUHEATAEGS: |
TERRAGAT  tdwe e RSN

kala-vrttya tu mayaydm
guna-mayyam adhoksajah

purusendtma-bhittena
viryam ddhatta viryavan

kala—the eternal time; vrttyd—by the influence of; tu—but;
maydayam—in the external energy; guna-mayyam—in the qualitative
modes of nature; adhoksajah—the Transcendence; purusena—by the
purusa incarnation; datma-bhiitena—who is the plenary expansion of the
Lord; viryam—the seeds of the living entities; adhatta—impregnated;
viryavan—the Supreme Living Being.

TRANSLATION

The Supreme Living Being in His feature as the transcendental
purusa incarnation, who is the Lord’s plenary expansion, impreg-
nates the material nature of three modes, and thus by the influence
of eternal time the living entities appear.

PURPORT

The offspring of any living being is born after the father impregnates
the mother with semen, and the living entity floating in the semen of the
father takes the shape of the mother’s form. Similarly, mother material
nature cannot produce any living entity from her material elements
unless and until she is impregnated with living entities by the Lord Him-
self. That is the mystery of the generation of the living entities. This im-
pregnating process is performed by the first purusa incarnation,
Karanarpavasayi Visnu. Simply by His glance over material nature, the
whole matter is accomplished.

We should not understand the process of impregnation by the Per-
sonality of Godhead in terms of our conception of sex. The omnipotent
Lord can impregnate just by His eyes, and therefore He is called all-
potent. Each and every part of His transcendental body can perform
each and every function of the other parts. This is confirmed in the
Brahma-samhita (5.32): angani yasya sakalendriya-vrttimanti. In
Bhagavad-gita (14.3) also, the same principle is confirmed: mama yonir
mahad-brahma tasmin garbham dadhamy aham. When the cosmic
creation is manifested, the living entities are directly supplied from the
Lord; they are never products of material nature. Thus, no scientific ad-
vancement of material science can ever produce a living being. That is
the whole mystery of the material creation. The living entities are
foreign to matter, and thus they cannot be happy unless they are situated
in the same spiritual life as the Lord. The mistaken living being, out of
forgetfulness of this original condition of life, unnecessarily wastes time
trying to become happy in the material world. The whole Vedic process is
to remind one of this essential feature of life. The Lord offers the condi-
tioned soul a material body for his so-called enjoyment, but if one does
not come to his senses and enter into spiritual consciousness, the Lord
again puts him in the unmanifested condition as it existed in the begin-
ning of the creation. The Lord is described here as viryavdn, or the
greatest potent being, because He impregnates material nature with in-
numerable living entities who are conditioned from time immemorial.

TEXT 27

FAISHIY RIS a |
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tato 'bhavan mahat-tattvam
avyaktat kdla-coditat

vijidndtmatma-deha-stharm
visvari vyanjams tamo-nudah

tatah—thereafter; abhavat—came into existence; mahat—supreme;
tattvam—sum total; avyaktdt—from the unmanifested; hila-coditat—
by the interaction of time; vijidna-dtma—unalloyed goodness; atma-
deha-stham—situated on the bodily self; vifvam—complete universes;
vyarijan —manifesting; tamah-nudah—the supreme light.

TRANSLATION

Thereafter, influenced by the interactions of eternal time, the
supreme sum total of matter called the mahat-tattva became
manifested, and in this mahat-tattva the unalloyed goodness, the
Supreme Lord, sowed the seeds of universal manifestation out of
His own body. '

PURPORT

In due course of time, the impregnated material energy was
manifested first as the total material ingredients. Everything takes its
own time to fructify, and therefore the word kala-coditat, “*influenced by
time,” is used herein. The mahat-tattva is the total consciousness be-
cause a portion of it is represented in everyone as the intellect. The
mahat-tattva is directly connected with the supreme consciousness of the
Supreme Being, but still it appears as matter. The mahat-tattva, or
shadow of pure consciousness, is the germinating place of all creation. It
is pure goodness with the slight addition of the material mode of passion,
and therefore activity is generated from this point.

TEXT 28
RISUTUHFCTAT AL |
AT SqEET Rgene gl
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[Canto 3, Ch. 5, Text 30]

so py armsa-guna-halatma
bhagavad-drsti-gocarah

atmanari vyakarod atma
viSvasyasya sisrksaya

sah—mahat-tattva; api—also; ams$a—purusa plenary expansion;
guna—chiefly the quality of ignorance; kila—the duration of time;
atma—full consciousness; bhagavat—the Personality of Godhead; drsti-
gocarah—range of sight; atmanam—many different forms; vyakarot—
differentiated; &tma—reservoir; wvisvasya—the would-be entities;
asya—of this; sisrksayd—generates the false ego.

TRANSLATION

Thereafter the mahat-tattva differentiated itself into many dif-
ferent forms as the reservoir of the would-be entities. The mahat-
tattva is chiefly in the mode of ignorance, and it generates
the false ego. It is a plenary expansion of the Personality of God-
head, with full consciousness of creative principles and time for
fructification.

PURPORT

The mahat-tattva is the via medium between pure spirit and material
existence. It is the junction of matter and spirit wherefrom the false ego
of the living entity is generated. All living entities are differentiated
parts and parcels of the Personality of Godhead. Under the pressure of
false ego, the conditioned souls, although parts and parcels of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, claim to be the enjoyers of material
nature. This false ego is the binding force of material existence. The
Lord again and again gives a chance to the bewildered conditioned souls
to get free from this false ego, and that is why the material creation takes
place at intervals. He gives the conditioned souls all facilities for rectify-
ing the activities of the false ego, but He does not interfere with their
small independence as parts and parcels of the Lord.

ORGSO |
FREROTA Al |
IRwdaay  amemed B 1Rall
mahat-tattvad vikurvanad
aharm-tattvam vyajayata
karya-kirana-kartratma
bhitendriya-mano-mayah
vaikdrikas taijasa$ ca
tamasas cety aharh tridha

mahat—the great; tattuat— from the causal truth; vikurvandai—being
transformed; aham—false ego; tattvam—material truth; vyajayata—
became manifested; harya—effects; hdrana—cause; kartr—doer;
atma—soul or source; bhiita—material ingredients; indriya—senses;
manah-mayah—hovering on the mental plane; vaikarikah—the mode
of goodness; taijasah—the mode of passion; ca—and; tamasah—the
mode of ignorance; ca—and; iti—thus; aham—false ego; tridhd—three

kinds.

TRANSLATION

Mahat-tattva, or the great causal truth, transforms into false ego,
which is manifested in three phases—cause, effect and the doer.
All such activities are on the mental plane and are based on the ma-
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terial elements, gross senses and mental speculation. The fals> ego
is represented in three different modes—goodness, passion and
ignorance.

PURPORT

A pure living entity in his original spiritual existence is fully con-
scious of his constitutional position as an eternal servitor of the Lord. All
souls who are situated in such pure consciousness are liberated, and
therefore they eternally live in bliss and knowledge in the various
Vaikuntha planets in the spiritual sky. When the material creation is
manifested, it is not meant for them. The eternally liberated souls are
called nitya-muktas, and they have nothing to do with the material cre-
ation. The material creation is meant for rebellious souls who are not
prepared to accept subordination under the Supreme Lord. This spirit of
false lordship is called false ego. It is manifested in three modes of ma-
terial nature, and it exists in mental speculation only. Those who are in
the mode of goodness think that each and every person is God, and thus
they laugh at the pure devotees, who try to engage in the transcendental
loving service of the Lord. Those who are puffed up by the mode of pas-
sion try to lord it over material nature in various ways. Some of them
engage in altruistic activities as if they were agents appointed to do good
to others by their mental speculative plans. Such men accept the standard
ways of mundane altruism, but their plans are made on the basis of false
ego. This false ego extends to the limit of becoming one with the Lord.
The last class of egoistic conditioned souls—those in the mode of ig-
norance—are misguided by identification of the gross body with the self.
Thus, all their activities are centered around the body only. All these
persons are given the chance to play with false egoistic ideas, but at the
same time the Lord is kind enough to give them a chance to take help
from scriptures like Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam so that
they may understand the science of Krsna and thus make their lives suc-
cessful. The entire material creation, therefore, is meant for the falsely
egoistic living entities hovering on the mental plane under different
illusions in the modes of material nature.

TEXT 30

TETRFAMA SRR |
IR 3 A AihETEs 93t 3ol

aham-tattvad vikurvandn
mano vaikarikid abhit

vaikdrikds ca ye devd
arthabhivyanjanarh yatah

aham-tattvat—from the principle of false ego; vikurvanat—by,
transformation; manah—the mind; vaik@rikat—by interaction with the
mode of goodness; abhiit—generated; vaikarikah—by interaction with
goodness; ca—also; ye—all these; devah—demigods; artha—the phe-
nomenon; abhivyafjanam—physical knowledge; yatah—the source.

TRANSLATION

The false ego is transformed into mind by interaction with the
mode of goodness. All the demigods who control the phenomenal
world are also products of the same principle, namely the interac-
tion of false ego and the mode of goodness.

PURPORT

False ego interacting with the different modes of material nature is the
source of all materials in the phenomenal world.

(continued in next issue)



EveryTown and Village

A look at the worldwide activities of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

e

Amsterdam — As the home of the World
Court (the United Nations’ International
Court of Justice in the Hague) and the In-
ternational Committee on Human Rights
(in Utrecht), the Netherlands is regarded
as the nation in which the most difficult
international legal disputes are best adjudi-
cated. Rulings from these international
bodies frequently cause nations to reverse
or radically alter their existing foreign or
domestic policies. Therefore it was an
event with important worldwide implica-
tions when a special Dutch government
report recently defined and recognized
ISKCON as an official religious body.
The 320-page report, prepared over the
last four years by the Dutch Parliament
Committee on New Religious Movements,
had many favorable things to say about
the Hare Krsna movement. The commit-
tee, which extensively studied the ac-
tivities of seven groups in the Netherlands,
concluded, “The image of Hare Krishna,
according to our findings, is that of a pure,
genuinely Hinduistic movement without
compromise in the face of Western views.”
The subcommittee also noted that the
Hare Krsna movement had matured since
the first devotees arrived in Amsterdam in
1970. “Certainly during the first years in
our country, Hare Krishna was no more

: ’ e —
The Dutch Parliament Committee on New Religious Movements recently completed a 320-page
report, prepared over the last four years, that says many favorable things about Krsna consciousness.

Dutch Parliamentary Report Endorses ISKCON

than a marginal hippy group, whose at-
traction for some lay mainly in the rejec-
tion of the Western cultural pattern. The
image shaped during that period seems to
have hardly changed in the public eye,
even though the movement has consider-
ably gained in maturity in the course of the
years.”

Hari Krsna dasa, ISKCON’s regional
secretary for the Netherlands, feels that
the very positive tone of the report stems
in part from the devotees’ willingness and
eagerness to cooperate with the investiga-
tion. “From the beginning, our position
was that we very much appreciated such
an investigation. We felt that, considering
the authentic spiritual foundation of our
movement, we would come out well if
they spent sufficient time studying us.
So we were very favorable towards the
investigation.

“Our policy was to be open and honest,”
Hari Krsna dasa continues. “If some mis-
take was made by our movement, we ad-
mitted it. At the same time we emphasized
that our mistakes were incidental ones,
not fundamental ones, and that the integ-
rity of our movement cannot be doubted. I
told the subcommittee we don’t think that
because our philosophy is absolute and, as
far as we’re concerned, perfect, that all of

our actions are therefore also absolute and
perfect. The committee appreciated this
approach.”

The government had originally begun
the study because of the bad images of
new religious groups created by the media
and by lobbyists from “anti-sect” groups.
But the subcommittee ended up severely
criticizing both the media and anti-sect
groups, pointing out that they had created
a one-sided picture which distorted reality.
They accused the anti-sect movement of
waging a campaign of hatred and exag-
gerating issues by presenting false evidence.

In the final paragraph of the section of
the report dealing with the Krsna con-
sciousness movement, the committee said,
“The openness that the movement has
shown us has enabled us to build for our-
selves a clear image of Hare Krishna. If
this image has not increased our Krishna
consciousness, it has at least increased our
consciousness of the movement which is
called by that divine name.”

_ Scholar Praises
Srila Prabhupada’s Books

Ladakh, India—Shiv Sharma, professor
of Sanskrit at the College of Buddhist
Philosophy, has written this appreciation:

“The manner in which His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
has presented his encyclopedic Srimad-
Bhagavatam with specially-prepared illus-
trations, original Devanagari script, word
for word synonyms, diacriticised translit-
erations, clear translation and commentary,
glossary, Sanskrit pronunciation guide, in-
dex to verses, and extensive general index
coupled with a table of contents for ready
reference is a literary wonder of the world.
Also, the clear and precise Purports make
these volumes masterpieces.

“Swami Prabhupada’s books teach the
principles of brahminical culture, namely,
no intoxication; no illicit sex; no gam-
bling; and no eating of meat, fish, and
eggs. The value of his books is seen in that
he has molded for the better thousands of
lost lives. Thus his spiritual writings actu-
ally inject realized knowledge into the heart
of the student. . . .

“As an educator I highly recommend
these books to all school, college, and uni-
versity libraries. As a believer in the Vedic
principles, I cannot but strongly urge all
seekers after Truth to study these books.”
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The Natural Spirit

(continued from page 7)

superfluous outer coverings of the spirit
soul. The need of the spirit soul,” Prabhu-
pada continues, “is that he wants to get
out of the limited sphere of material bond-
age and fulfill his desire for complete free-
dom. He wants to get out of the covered
walls of the greater universe. He wants to
see the free light and the spirit. That com-
plete freedom is achieved when he meets
the complete spirit, the Personality of
Godhead.”

By reading Srila Prabhupada’s transla-
tions and commentaries on the Vedic scrip-
tures, by living with the devotees, and by
chanting Hare Krsna, Chris and Jim were
coming to realize that really Krsna con-
sciousness was the natural life of the soul.
But what about their earlier karma? Wasn’t
there still hell to pay for all their past ac-
tivities? They consulted the Bhagavad-
gita: “Abandon all paths and just surrender

unto Me,” was Lord Krsna’s climactic in-
struction. “I shall deliver you from all sin-
ful reactions. Do not fear.” The way was
clear.

But was their consciousness? The mo-
ment of truth came one day when a package
arrived from Vermont.

“I was having a hard time,” Sri Krsna
recalls. “We were working long hours in
the garden, and I was thinking I couldn’t
take much more of this. The plan had been
to leave as soon as we got more peanuts
and seeds, so when the package arrived, I
took Jim aside and said, ‘Let’s go.™

Jim was surprised: “What do you mean,
Chris? This isit. Don’t you see? This is the
natural spiritual life we've been looking
for. If we don’t become Krsna conscious,
everything is going to be mundane and ar-
tificial—even the tropics. Let’s stay, Chris.
This is the Absolute Truth.”

“I hated what he was saying,” Sri Krsna
chuckles, “because he was right, and that
meant I had to stop just serving my body

and start serving God. But I had to be
honest. Serving Krsna was the most natu-
ral thing to do—so we stayed.”

That was in the spring of 1978. By the
summer, Chris and Jim were taking care
of the cows, and the following spring they
became formally initiated devotees.

* S #

Lunch over, Sri Krsna returns to the
barn and sees Cintamani lying down with
her calf. He scoops Cintimani some grain
and feeds the milk bottle to the calf.

“You've got to be very Krsna conscious
around cows,” he says. “The more you
care for them, the more milk they give
you. Krsna Himself protects cows, works
bulls—what could be more natural than
living like Him?”

Gunshots sound unnaturally in the dis-
tance. Farmers say they can’t “make it”
without killing their old cows. But inside
Krsna’s barn, old cow, calf, and dairyman
are doing just fine. o

HOW HE CREATES

(continued from page 11)

also in charge of creating the 8,400,000
species of life, including aquatics, insects,
plants, birds, animals, and human beings.
Inspired and empowered by Garbhodaka-
§ayl Visnu, Brahma assembles the cre-
ation using the material elements. Starting
from just above the waters of the ocean
that fills half the universe and extending
up to his own planet in the topmost reaches
of the dome of universal space, Brahma
constructs fourteen planetary systems, one
above the other. The earth planet is in
the seventh of those fourteen planetary
systems.

Brahma doesn’t create his own materi-
als—the elements—and even in manipu-
lating them he is dependent on Lord Visnu
for guidance and inspiration. Nor does
Brahma create the life which animates
cach body, for life is not the result of
a combination of the material elements.
Brahma only assists in creating the bodily
vehicles, while the life, the eternal jiva
souls, is supplied by the Supreme Lord.

Of the many differences between this
short description of Brahma’s creation
and currently popular scientific descrip-
tions, two are especially important. The
first is that the Vedic literature portrays
the original creature in each universe as
highly intelligent, more so than even the
greatest modern scientist. Brahma's intel-
ligence, and his resultant creative accom-
plishments, are surpassed only by Lord
Visnu Himself. Modern scientists, on the
other hand, assert that the original creature
in the universe was a microbe, and that the
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forefathers of modern man were apes and
cave-dwellers.

The second contrast is that the Vedic
literature asserts that all species were pro-
duced more or less simultancously at the
beginning of the creation, while popular
evolutionary theory holds that the species
have gradually evolved. According to the
evolutionists, aquatics evolved into land
animals and land animals evolved—only
a relatively short time ago—into human
beings. Evolutionists acknowledge, how-
ever, that one of the many flaws in their
theories is that there is still—more than a
century after Darwin’s debut—no fossil
record showing one species evolving from
another. For dedicated Darwinists this
lack of evidence is only an impetus to re-
vamp their theories. But for the dedicated
devotee of Krsna it is a confirmation of the
Vedic version that all species of life, in-
cluding the civilized human beings, have
existed since the dawn of creation.

In this connection it is also interesting to
note the Vedic calculations of the age of
the universe. The Vedic literature states
that Lord Brahma lives for one breath of
Maha-Visnu. When Maha-Visnu exhales,
the material elements and universes ema-
nate from Him, and when He inhales, the
universes are destroyed and merge back
into His body. Thus the universes and
their respective Brahmas are created and
destroyed with every breath of Maha-
Visnu. The entire cycle—one breath of
Maha-Visnu, or one lifetime of Brahma
takes 310 trillion solar years. According to
Srimad-Bhagavatam, Brahma's life is half
over at present, which means that this uni-
verse has existed, along with all the species,

for 155 trillion years.

There are many other contrasts between
the Vedic version of creation and other
versions— both theistic and atheistic. The
Bhagavatam and other Vedic texts analyze
the relation of time to the universe and to
the Supreme Lord, the role and develop-
ment of each material element, the origin
of gravity, and many other details of the
creation. At each step the Vedas reveal
a unique understanding of the creative
process.

Many people will argue that few if any
of the Vedic descriptions can be scientifi-
cally proven. But neither can they be “sci-
entifically” disproven. How can you prove
or disprove the gigantic form of Maha-
Visnu?

And why should we not at least consider
the Vedic literature as evidence? It is the
oldest, most voluminous, and most consis-
tent body of literature known to man, and
it contains information not only of the
creative process, but of every science hu-
man society needs, including medicine,
economics, and so on. By its comprehen-
sive nature alone, the Vedic literature de-
serves serious study by researchers in every
field.

Devotees of Krsna accept Vedic state-
ments as evidence—as axiomatic truths—
not due merely to the length and detail of
the Vedic texts, but because the author of
the Vedas is Krsna. In the Bhagavad-
gita Krsna says, “By all the Vedas, 1 am to
be known. Indeed, I am the compiler of
Vedanta, and 1 am the knower of the
Vedas.” For the devotees, at least, state-
ments made by the Absolute Truth are
perfect evidence, irrefutable proof. &%




THE DEATH
OF MY FATHER

A son’s eulogy transforms a funeral service
into an unforgettable interreligious experience.

ome time back, my

father’s mother and
sister and my mother’s
brother all passed away
witin the space of a year.
One day my father called
me to his studio and asked
me, “Why am [ going
through this tragedy?”

“Krsna,” I replied, “is
trying to warn you that
the material world is just
temporary and that you
can leave your body at
any time. So you should
take advantage of your
human birth and practice
spiritual discipline while
you've still got the chance.
And the best way to ac-
complish this is to chant
Hare Krsna.”

He agreed to try, and
from then on he chanted
on his beads every day.
Again and again he would
tell me how grateful he
was that I had introduced
him to Krsna conscious-
ness—how it had deeply affected his life
and the lives of many of his friends.

A few months later, my father was driv-
ing my family to Vermont to see his dying
brother, when my father blacked out and
swerved off the road. At the hospital the
doctors discovered he had cancer—a ma-
lignant brain tumor. My sister called and
told me, “Dad has cancer, and the doctors
say he has, at most, six months to live.” |
was shocked. It was totally unexpected, as
he was only sixty and quite fit for his age.

My father was a professor of architec-
ture at Smith College, where he had been

by BRAHMA-MUHURTA DASA

Brahma-muharta dasa with his father, Peter Garland, in 1982.

teaching for the last twenty-five years. He
had worked hard to support a family of
seven and to maintain an old farmhouse
on seventy-five acres. Now, despite his
condition, he still hoped to keep teaching
for a couple of years and then retire. But
these plans crumbled as his condition be-
came more and more critical. He consulted
many doctors, looking for some cure. He
went to an acupuncturist, many charlatans,
and even a health institute, where each
doctor recommended his own “sure cure.”
Meanwhile, the tumor was growing fast,
and he decided to have an operation, even

though the doctor would
not make any promises.
He might live; he might
not. He might never be
able to speak again. In
effect, the doctors were
indicating to us that we
should be prepared for
the worst.

My father survived the
operation, and the pain
subsided a little. But the
operation had taken its
toll. His condition wors-
ened. He lost his ability
to read. Speaking became
extremely difficult. Late
one fall afternoon he told
my mother and sisters he
was going for a jog down
an old dirt road near our
house. Several hours later
they found him a half mile
down the road, lying face
down in a ditch. My sister
lifted him up. He was un-
conscious, and his face
was covered with blood.
As he opened his eyes,
he didn’t know where he was or what had
happened.

When I heard about this, I was living in
the ISKCON center in Boston. My father’s
death seemed imminent, so I took the first
opportunity to go and see him. After a big
religious celebration at the temple one day
on November 12, 1983, I gathered all of
the transcendental flower garlands and
some of the caranamrta (sacred water)
from the festival and brought it all to my
father.

When I arrived at home and entered his
room, I found him lying motionless in bed,
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his eyes wide open and glaring upwards.
He sensed my presence and strained to
smile. I put the garlands on him and around
the bed. He squeezed my hand. His tem-
perature was high, and he was breathing
heavily. All he said to me was “Hare
Krsna.”

Two days later, on a very auspicious day
(the disappearance anniversary of three
great, saintly teachers), my father passed
away. He had Srila Prabhupada’s red rose
garland around his neck, the sacred rulasi
garland that had been worn by the Deity
of Lord Krsna on his chest, japa-mala
(prayer beads) in his hands, and a large
picture of Radha and Krsna above his bed.
And he was hearing kirtana (devotional
prayers) sung by the pure devotee Srila
Prabhupada. The last thing I heard him
utter was “Hare Krsna.” I remembered
Lord Krsna’s words in the Bhagavad-gita:
“Whatever one remembers at the time of
death—that state he will attain without
fail.” Taking everything into account, I
consider my father’s death an auspicious
event.

Shortly afterwards, family and friends
from around the country arrived for the
funeral service, packing an old New Eng-
land church with four hundred people. It
was mainly a Christian group, some of
them churchgoers, some not. Many wore
gray flannels and blazers. The mood was
solemn. After burying the ashes at the
cemetery, the congregation went to the
church, where in a deep, resonant voice
the priest led everyone in singing psalms
and reciting passages from the Bible.

The priest had promised a few close
family members a few minutes each to
speak about my father. When my turn
came, 1 walked up to a spot behind the
pulpit and stood there in my bright saffron
robes, with filaka™ on my forehead. I must
have been a peculiar sight, Nevertheless,
seeing an opportunity to enlighten an at-
tentive audience with the message of Krsna
consciousness, I spoke:

“1f my father were here today, he would
want me to speak openly and transmit his
presence and the presence of our Almighty
Supreme Father, God, in the most enliven-
ing way possible.

“1 remember my father for a very rare
and attractive quality he had. I can best
describe it by remembering our relation-
ship. More important than being respon-
sible for giving me this body, he directed
me o spiritual life and encouraged me in
it. I remember that in my childhood He
never told me I should become like him—
an architect, a football star, a Harvard
man, head of a big family. In fact, he con-

*Sacred clay markings on the forehead and
other parts of the body signifying that the body
is a temple of Vispu, or Krsna, and should be
used in His service,
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fidentially told me that the burden he had
taken on—although he considered it a
burden of love—had deprived him of an
opportunity to pursue what he described
as ‘the deepest essence of human life.” So
he told me he hoped I would some day do
what he couldn’t.

“I never thought of myself as a very reli-
gious or spiritual person. On the contrary,
without any doubt I caused the most dis-
turbance in our family as a child. Nonethe-
less, he tolerated me and saw a spark in me
that [ was not even aware of. He told me
he was hoping for the day it would ignite.
After a long search for truth, peace, and
purpose, I came to Krsna consciousness.
While I was at the temple in Amsterdam
my father came to visit me, wanting to

As the holy name of
Krsna resounded, 1
turned around and,
to my surprise,
saw the priest, who
had been so
apprehensive earlier,
also chanting along.
Afterwards he gave
me a bear hug in
front of the
congregation.

evaluate my decision and commitment. We
spent two wonderful and meaningful weeks
together, during which he fully participated
in chanting Hare Krsna and in other spiri-
tual activities. After returning home, he
wrote me this fabulous letter I would like
to read to you:

Dear Daniel,

I have probably said this before, but if so,
pardon the repetition. My visit with you there
was a very moving, total experience, and |
know I will never be the same again. I think
you all are a tremendously impressive and
dedicated group of young men afd women,
who have dedicated your lives in as total,
beautiful, and significant a way as anyone
possibly could. Also—1I am certain the world
is helped more by the kind of devotion you are
giving each day to the world around you than
it is helped by most other human efforts.
There must be times when your own inner
struggles are extreme and when the behavior
of others on the outside, like me, is very dis-
heartening and frustrating to all of you.

It is hard for me to imagine what a totally
transformed human being you have become
and what your inner life and value system—
your whole world of meaning—must be.

Please don’t be too harsh on those of us
who, for one reason or another, have not
been able to make the total transformation
that I am certain you would like to see come
about.

It has been nice writing you— thinking about
you—and may all the very best be with you.

Much love,
Dad”

(As I read my father’s letter I began
thinking, “Here is a once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity, something I have been dream-
ing about for years—to engage all the
people I know from the past in the ecstasy
of chanting Hare Krsna. I don’t know if it
will work, but I have a plan. I simply pray
that by the mercy of my spiritual master
and Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, some-
how or other these people will be able to
taste the nectar of the holy names.”)

“Over the years.” I continued, “our re-
lationship became closer and closer. When-
ever we met, he would ask one thing from
me—that [ would chant Hare Krsna with
him. He also enjoyed chanting with my
mother. The Bible says, *Our Father, who
art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.’
God’s name is always considered sacred.

“The name Krsna in the Hare Krsna
chant is a name for God that means ‘the
All-Attractive One.’ It is from the Sanskrit
language, the oldest language in the world.
In essence, when we chant Hare Krsna we
are calling upon the Lord: ‘Please engage
me in Your service.” When my father left
this world, he was hearing this prayer, and
therefore I am sure he is with our Supreme
Father, God, Krsna.

“I am sure my father and our Supreme
Father would be pleased if we all said this
beautiful prayer in their honor. I will re-
peat two words at a time, and then every-
one can respond. Don’t be shy or there
will be a dead silence, and it will be very
embarrassing for me.”

I led them in chanting—Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama,
Hare Hare. Practically everyone joined. It
was wonderful. Asthe holy name of Krsna
resounded, I turned around and, to my
surprise, saw the priest, who had been so
apprehensively seated behind me earlier,
also chanting along. Afterwards he gave
me a bear hug in front of the congregation.

Five hundred years ago, Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu* predicted that in every town
and village the chanting of the holy name

(continued on page 30)

*Caitanya Mahaprabhu is Krsna Himself in the
role of His own devotee. He appeared in India
five hundred years ago to teach love of God
through the chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra.



UNKNOWABLE

(continued from page 4)

Then, sarva-loka-mahesvaram: Krsnais
the supreme proprietor and master of all
planets, both in this material world and in
the spiritual world. Then, asammidhah:
You will become unbewildered about God.
You should not accept blindly. God has
given you the power of reasoning and ar-
gument. But don’t argue falsely. The pro-
cess of reasoning is also mentioned in the
Bhagavad-gita: tad viddhi pranipatena pari-
prasnena sevaya. If you want to under-
stand the transcendental science, you have
to follow this principle—you have to sur-
render. This is the same thing that was
mentioned in the Bhdgavatam verse as
namanta eva, to become submissive. Un-
less you become submissive, you cannot
be a surrendered soul. And surrendering
to a genuine spiritual authority is the first
qualification for understanding the Abso-
lute Truth.

Now, where will you find that person
about whom you can say, “Here is a per-
son to whom I can surrender?” This much
knowledge you must have. Don’t surren-
der to any nonsense. How to tell the genu-
ine spiritual authority from the nonsense
is mentioned in the Mundaka Upanisad
[1.2.12]: tad-vijianartham sa gurum eva-
bhigacchet . . . Srotrivarin brahma-nistham.
This word srotriyam means “one who is in
disciplic succession.” And what is the
proof that he has come in the disciplic suc-
cession? Brahma-nistham: he is fully ab-
sorbed in serving the Supreme Absolute
Truth, the Personality of Godhead.

So, if you find such an authoritative per-

son, surrender to him without reservation.
Surrendering unto him means surrender-
ing unto God, because he is God’s repre-
sentative. But you are allowed to make
inquiries—not to waste time, but for un-
derstanding. And you should try to serve
him and please him. Then Krsna will re-
veal Himself to you. This is the process.

So, the whole process of self-realization
is given in the Vedic scripture. You have
only to adopt it. But if you don’t adopt the
process and simply waste your time with
intoxication and speculation and all kinds
of nonsensical activities, then you'll never
understand God. As Lord Krsna says here,
God is not understandable even by the
demigods and the great sages, what to
speak of by us with our teeny efforts.

If you follow the principles of Krsna con-
sciousness, then slowly but surely, without
a doubt, you’ll understand, “Yes, I am
making some spiritual progress.” It is not
that you will be blindly following. As you
follow the principles, you’ll understand
more and more about God. If you eat
proper, nourishing foodstuffs, you'll feel
yourself gaining strength and satisfying
your hunger. You haven’t got to ask any-
body; you'll feel it yourself, directly. Simi-
larly, if you come to the proper spiritual
path and follow the principles, you'll un-
derstand, “Yes, I am making progress.”
As Lord Krsna says in the ninth chapter of
Bhagavad-gita [9.2], pratyaksavagamam
dharmyam su-sukham: “This process of
Krsna consciousness is very easy, and you
can do it in a happy mood.”

Now, what is the process? We chant Hare
Krsna and hear nice musical sounds and
eat krsna-prasadam and study Bhagavad-

gita philosophy. Is it very difficult? Not at
all. And by this process you'll become
asammiudhah, unbewildered. Nobody will
be able to cheat you. But if you want to be
cheated, there are so many cheaters ready
to give you some bogus process and take
your money and go away.

So don’t be a part of this civilization of
the cheaters and the cheated. Just follow
the process of Krsna consciousness as it is
given by the system of disciplic succession,
as it is prescribed in the Vedic literature,
as it is recommended by Krsna. Try to un-
derstand this science from the authorita-
tive source, and try to apply it in your life.
Then you will make spiritual progress with-
out a doubt (asammidhah sa martyesu).
The word martya means “those who are
destined to die.” Who are they? All con-
ditioned souls, beginning from Brahma
and going down to the insignificant ant—
they are all martya, they will all die. So
among the dying mortals you will become
the most intelligent. Why? Sarva-papaih
pramucyate. You will be free from all Kinds
of reactions to your sinful activities.

In this material world we are always
committing sinful acts, knowingly and un-
knowingly. So we have to get free of the
reactions. How? By surrendering to Krsna
and His authorized representative, the
spiritual master. Then, sarva-papaih pra-
mucyate: you become free of all reactions
to your sinful activities. This is the pro-
cess. And if you adopt this process, ulti-
mately you can get in touch with Krsna,
and your life becomes successful. This
process is very simple and sublime, and
everyone should adopt it.

Thank you very much. i

We welcome your letters. Write to
BACK TO GODHEAD
51 West Allens Lane
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19119

LEEEERS

Devotees seem to be antiscientific. Two
articles in the July issue (“Srila Prabhupada
Speaks Out” and “Science or Skulldug-
gery?”) are critical of the theory of evolu-
tion. And one article in the June issue
(“Exploding the Arms Race”) makes fun
of the Big Bang theory. Isn’t there any
room for science in the realm of Krsna
consciousness?

Ron Delany

Jackson, Mississippi

OUR REPLY: In the articles you refer to, our
writers are pointing out just how unscien-
tific many modern scientific theories are.
Devotees are not against science, but be-
fore they accept a scientific theory they
examine it to see if it is founded on logic
and on experimental proof. Many so-

called scientific theories have very shaky
foundations and appear to have been for-
mulated with the primary motive of deny-
ing God. Devotees naturally criticize that
kind of “science.”

# * #

We have to tell you how wonderful and
uplifting our experience has been at New
Vrindaban, where we stayed with our
three daughters for five days in June.

We had looked forward to this most
unique of vacations, and we were amply
rewarded. The peace and the pace were
both like nowhere in the U.S.A. It was as
though it was a piece of Krsna's land. We
felt a oneness with the devotees, although
we are still only in the early stages of be-

coming followers. No doubt with Krsna's
help everything can be done, and you are
all living proof of this. . . . We look for-
ward to many years of “happy returns” to
New Vrindaban.
Byravan and Lakshmi Viswanathan
Lebanon, Pennsylvania

* * #

I really liked the articles on your centers in
West Bengal and in Los Angeles. This
kind of picture article gives me an idea of
how your movement is working around
the world . . . even in vastly different set-
tings. Reading these articles is like taking
a guided world tour. Can we expect more
of these?

Alice Gustaf

Fresno, California

OuR REPLY: We're glad you like to see
how ISKCON is doing worldwide. You
can look forward to an article on our Dallas
center in the October issue. £
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Lord Krsna’s Cuisine

One Potato, Two Potato, Three...

Or—pick any vegetable, choose one of these three cooking methods,
and you're on your way to creating a unique main or side dish.

Text and photo by
VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

This month, I'd like to discuss three
basic ways of cooking vegetables.
As you become thoroughly conversant with
these three basic methods and as you ob-
serve how each method affects the ingre-
dients, you will learn how to vary the final
taste, texture, and appearance of the dish.
The characteristics of a particular vege-
table determine for you whether it should
be cooked until it is tender-crisp, butter-
soft, or puréed.

METHOD I makes dry-textured vege-
table dishes. Small, uniform pieces of vege-
table are briskly sautéed in ghee (clarified
butter) and then cooked to tenderness
without adding any liquid. If the particular
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vegetables that you're cooking have sub-
stantial moisture content, you can stir-fry
them until they’re tender-crisp and softly
browned. But if the vegetables are dry or
starchy, then set the flame to medium-
low, cover the pan, and allow the vege-
tables to cook in the ghee and their own
juices until butter-soft.

METHQOD II makes butter-soft braised
vegetable dishes. Here you briskly sautée
the vegetables, add a liquid, and con-
tinue cooking (covered, on low flame) un-
iil the vegetables are very tender. Use this
method for making vegetable stew, vege-
tables in gravy, moist vegetables in a con-
centrated glaze or sauce, or crusty, tender

vegetables coated with seasoned ghee.
METHOD III makes vegetables in sea-
soned butter, sauce, or broth. Unlike the
first two methods, where the vegetables
were sautéed before being cooked to ten-
derness, this time you first cook them to
near tenderness and then sautée them,
Depending on the vegetable, you may boil
it, steam it, pressure cook it, oven or coal
bake it, or deep or shallow fry it. You may
cook it either whole or cut, peeled or un-
peeled. If you cook it whole, you after-
wards cut it into uniform pieces and quickly
sautée them in seasoned ghee on a medium-
high flame. This improves texture and fla-
vor. You can further enhance the finished



(Recipes by Yamuna-devi dasi)
Three Methods for Cooking Vegetables

Choose one of the combinations of ingre-
dients below —essential, basic, or gourmet—
and, using it each time, prepare potatoes with
METHOD 1, then METHOD II, and then
METHOD IIL.

Essential seasoning ingredients:

1 pound peeled potatoes (about 3 medium-
size)

3 tablespoons ghee (clarified butter) or
vegetable oil

Y4 to 2 dried red chili pods, broken into bits

¥ teaspoon turmeric

about Y2 teaspoon salt

1 to 2% cups water (for METHODS II and IIT)

2 tablespoons fresh coriander or parsley
leaves, minced

Y4 teaspoon sugar

Basic seasoning ingredients:

1 pound peeled potatoes (about 3 medium-
size)

3 tablespoons ghee or oil

1 tablespoon peeled, fresh ginger root,
minced fine

1 tablespoon seeded hot green chilies, minced
fine

1 teaspoon cumin seeds

% teaspoon turmeric

14 tablespoon ground coriander

about ¥4 teaspoon salt

1 to 2% cups water (for METHODS II and I1I)

2 tablespoons fresh coriander or parsley
leaves, minced

Y4 teaspoon sugar

Gourmet seasoning ingredients:

1 pound peeled potatoes (about 3 medium-
size)

3 tablespoons ghee or oil

1 tablespoon peeled, fresh ginger root,
minced fine

1 tablespoon seeded hot green chilies, minced
fine

1 teaspoon cumin seeds

Vs teaspoon mild asafetida powder

V4 teaspoon black mustard seeds

Y4 teaspoon turmeric

Y2 tablespoon ground coriander

about Y2 teaspoon salt

1 to 1% cups water (for METHODS II and IIT)

Y4 tablespoon lemon juice

2 tablespoons fresh coriander or parsley
leaves, minced

Y4 teaspoon sugar

N

METHOD I:
Dry-Textured Potatoes

1. Cut the potatoes into Y2-inch cubes.
Heat the ghee or oil in a heavy frying pan over
a medium-high flame until a haze forms over
the ghee’s surface. Drop in the seeded green
or red chilies, whole spice seeds, and minced
ginger root (optional). Fry the spices until
they reach the desired shade of brown. Add
the potatoes and fry, stirring frequently to
prevent burning, until they are partially cooked
and slightly browned.

2. Reduce flame to medium-low, sprinkle
in the powdered spices and salt, add half of
the fresh herbs, then loosely cover and cook
until the potatoes are tender. Stir in the re-
maining herbs, the sugar, and the lemon juice
(optional). Fry for one or two additional
minutes to evaporate any remaining liquid.

METHOD II:

Dry-Textured, Tender Braised Potatoes

1. Cut the potatoes into 1-inch cubes. Heat
2'%4 tablespoons of ghee or oil in a heavy 4- to
6-quart saucepan over medium-high to high
flame until a drop of water flicked into the pan
instantly dances. Drop in the seeded green or
red chilies, whole spice seeds, and minced
ginger root (optional). Fry the spices until
they reach the desired shade of brown. Stir in
the potato cubes and cook, stirring frequently
to prevent burning, until they are about '
cooked and gently browned.

2. Drop in the powdered spices, the salt,
half of the fresh herbs, and about 1% cups
water. Reduce the flame to medium-low, then
gently boil the potatoes until they are tender
and the water has nearly evaporated. Stir in
the remaining 2 tablespoon of ghee, the
sugar, and the lemon juice (optional). Then
raise the flame to medium-high and fry until
the vegetable is dry and slightly crisp. Remove

the pan from the flame and fold in the remain-
ing freshly minced herbs.

METHOD III:
Steamed Potatoes, Pan-Fried with Seasonings

1. Cut the potatoes into ¥-inch cubes and
place them in a vegetable steamer tray inside
a large saucepan. Cover and steam the pota-
toes over boiling water until they are soft and
tender throughout, but not mushy.

2. Heat the ghee or oil in a 10- or 12-inch
heavy frying pan over medium-high flame
until a haze forms over the surface. Drop in
the seeded red or green chilies, whole spice
seeds, and minced ginger root (optional). Fry
the spices until they reach the desired shade of
brown. Add the steamed potatoes, powdered
spices, and salt, sugar, and lemon juice (op-
tional). Reduce the flame slightly and stir-fry
the potatoes until they are browned. Remove
the pan from the flame and mix in the freshly
minced herbs.

Here are a few practical suggestions to
bring out the best in your vegetable cookery.
Generally, try to select small, firm vegetables,
as fresh as possible.

To help retain nutrients and freshness, store
your vegetables untrimmed and unwashed in
a refrigerator or cold cellar. Clean them just
before cooking.

To help remove astringency or bitterness
from certain vegetables, wash and trim them,
cut them into pieces, sprinkle them with salt,
and let them sit aside for 30 to 60 minutes. Fi-
nally, squeeze the moisture out of the vege-
table. Some vegetables should then be washed
again and fully dried before they are used.

Try to prepare only as many vegetables as
you will need, and as far as possible, serve
them as soon as they are cooked. Vegetables
tend to lose flavor if they are reheated quickly
or kept warm for long periods of time. If you
must reheat vegetables, use a medium flame
rather than high.

Fresh, natural vegetables keep their fresh,
natural vegetable flavors when they are
steamed, cooked in dry heat, cooked quickly,
or boiled whole and unpeeled until tender,
and immediately seasoned with ghee.

Avoid cooking spinach or fresh greens in
aluminum or cast iron, for the vegetables eas-
ily absorb the flavor of these metals. Stainless
steel, nonstick cookware, and enamaled cook-
ware are ideal for this purpose.

To remove strong flavors from broccoli,
cabbage, or brussels sprouts, blanch the vege-
tables for 4 to 6 minutes, plunge them into
cold water to stop them from cooking, then
proceed with normal preparation.

_/

vegetable by swirling it in a prepared sauce,
sprinkling it with more butter and lemon
juice, or floating it in a delicate broth.

To put these three methods into prac-
tice, I'm taking that all-around vegetable,
the potato, and cooking it each way. The
three results are illustrated in the photo,
and the three recipes above explain the
steps involved. Depending on the spices

and herbs that you've got, pick one of the
three lists of seasonings and prepare the
potatoes using the same seasonings for
each method. Then you can see the differ-
ences created just by varying heat, timing,
and the sizes and shapes of the vegetable
pieces. With variations in ingredients and
seasonings, it's easy to see how you can
create innumerable main or side dishes

with any vegetable.

The devotee loves making varieties of
dishes and offering them to Lord Krsna.
And the Lord reciprocates many times
over by offering His love to the devotee.
Thus Lord Krsna’s cuisine is an exchange
of love. And out of that loving exchange
come the most delicious dishes you could

ever imagine. sy
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A HIGHER
EDUCATION

Will the crisis in American education
extend to Krsna conscious schools?

by KUNDALI DASA

In May of this year, my wife and [ had
our first child, a boy. Since his birth,
I've had to answer many questions from
relatives about my intentions for his future
education. They were mostly concerned
to know whether the education from a
gurukula, a Krsna conscious parochial
school, would be comparable to one from
a public school. They also wanted to know
if my son would be prepared and encour-
aged to go on to college. Some of them
expressed fears that a Krsna conscious
education would be too limiting, insulat-
ing the child and making him overly de-
pendent on the Krsna conscious way of
life. “You never know,” they told me, “he
may not want to be a devotee of Krsna
when he grows up. You should send him to
a public school where he’'ll receive a well-
rounded education.™

I knew I wouldn't send my son to public
school, and I knew that gurukula educa-
tion was more than adequate. But how to
fully answer my relatives’ questions so
that they would be satisfied? I decided to
find out about education in America today
and see how it compares to a gurukula
education,

Like most people in the United States,
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['ve known for a long time that public
schools are having serious problems. But
my research revealed a situation far more
criticial than I had imagined. Most of the
information I found painted a dismal pic-
ture. Probably the most gloomy one was
the report by the National Commission on
Excellence in Education (NCEE) that came
out in early 1983. After an eighteen-month
study, the commission turned in its report
card:

— Twenty-three million Americans are
functionally illiterate.

—Since 1963, scores on the College Board
Scholastic Achievement Tests (SAT) have
steadily declined. The average verbal score
has fallen fifty points; the average math
score, more than forty.

—Enrollment in remedial math courses
accounts for twenty-five percent of all
math course enrollment in America’s col-
leges and universities.

—The scholastic achievement of college
graduates has grown progressively lower
each year. To compensate, many colleges
have lowered their academic standards.
— Business and military leaders complain
that they must spend millions of dollars for
remedial education in basic reading, writ-

YOGESVARA DASA

ing, and simple arithmetic.

The NCEE report made no mention of
such prominent problems as drug abuse,
truancy, violence, and vandalism. Still,
the report was negative enough that,
while discussing it in a radio broadcast on
April 30, 1983, President Reagan described
high-school graduates as “prepared for
neither work nor higher education.™

John Silber, president of Boston Uni-
versity, described the situation in more
lucid terms: “Today’s high school diploma
is a fraudulent credential. . . . What the
diploma tells you is that a student was in-
stitutionalized for twelve years. That’s all.
You wouldn’t know whether the student
had been in a prison colony, a reform
school, or a place for mental defectives.”



Why is the educational system in the
most affluent and powerful nation in the
world failing so miserably? The NCEE did
not give any specific reasons, but it did
give a lengthy list of recommendations.
School boards, the NCEE recommended,
should improve the content of science,
math, and English classes; set more rigor-
ous standards for testing academic perfor-
mance; devise methods to use classroom
time better; put greater stress on teacher
competency; provide better leadership; and
increase fiscal support. These measures,
the commission decided, if implemented
over a period of several years, would
rectify the situation.

On the surface, the NCEE recommen-
dations sound practical and reasonable,

And a new parent like myself, you might
expect, should be optimistic and think,
“Good, by the time my child is ready for
school, they will have had five years to
upgrade the system.”

But I don’t feel optimistic. In fact, I
seriously doubt that implementing the
commission’s recommendations would sig-
nificantly improve the quality of educa-
tion in America. The crisis in education is
much more serious and its cause much
more fundamental than the NCEE’s re-
port indicated. And, as my research has
shown me, this is a view that many edu-
cators around the country hold. In their
opinion, the commission’s report aimed at
relieving only the symptoms of the prob-
lem. The report did not even mention the

Students and teachers at the Hare Krsna school
near Valencayv, France.

cause underlying the symptoms.

Srila Prabhupada, my spiritual master,
has summed up the cause of the crisis in
modern education:

Modern civilization has advanced consider-
ably in the field of mass education, but the
result is that people are more unhappy than
ever before because of the stress placed on
material advancement to the exclusion of the
most important part of life, the spiritual as-
pect. . . . Modern civilization is a patchwork
of activities meant to cover the perpetual
miseries of material existence. Such activi-
ties are aimed toward sense gratification, but
above the senses is the mind, and above the
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mind is the intelligence, and above the intel-
ligence there is the soul. Thus the aim of real
education should be self-realization, realiza-
tion of the spiritual values of the soul (Sri
Isopanisad)

As a former student myself, I find that
Srila Prabhupada’s conclusion is precise
and correct. And, as I mentioned before,
a number of educators would agree with
his general assessment of the problem.
For example. in an interview with U.S.
News and World Report, Steven Muller,
president of Johns Hopkins University,
made essentially the same point. Muller

said that the biggest problem in education
is that students are not taught values. This
situation has developed, he explained, be-
cause “education today is rooted in the sci-
entific method, having essentially turned

its back on religion. . . . The failure to
rally around a set of values means that uni-
versities today are turning out highly skilled
barbarians.”

Similarly Professor Andrew Oldenquist
of Ohio State University says speculations
about the decline of American education
have been “incomplete and occasionally
silly.™ In his opinion the problem was
caused not by Vietnam or by too much
TV or by any number of the myriad
causes usually cited. What went wrong,
Oldenquist says, “was not a gadget nor an
event: it was an idea.” Educators and so-
cial scientists in the sixties and seventies
developed a relativistic philosophy which
ousted “middle-class values™ like morals
and academic achievement. Replacing
these were self-esteem, feeling good about
oneself—or in other words, sense gratifi-
cation. Oldenquist calls it “individualism
gone mad.”

But even before the sixties, as far back

28 BACK TO GODHEAD

as 1929, Alfred North Whitehead observed
that education in America was in a critical
state of decline. In The Aims of Education,
Whitehead lamented modern education’s
teaching a plethora of subjects but failing
to impart divine wisdom. He considered
this “sad evidence of the defeat of human
endeavors.” Thus Whitehead wrote,

So long as we conceive education as merely
consisting in the acquirement of mechanical
mental aptitudes and of formulated state-
ments . . . there can be no progress; though
there be much activity amid aimless re-
arrangement of syllabuses. . . . You cannot

Girls at the gurukula in Lake Huntington
(above) study, play, and worship together
in a community fully dedicated to Lord
Krsna. While studying standard academic
subjects, gurukula students such as these
in Lake Huntington (above right)

and Vancouver (right) benefit from close
relationships with their teachers.

be wise without some basis in knowledge;
but you may casily acquire knowledge and
remain bare of wisdom.

Whitehead, who is considered one of the
keenest intellects of this century, had the
insight to perceive what took more than
fifty years to become common knowledge.
The schools and colleges, he said, induce
“paralysis of thought™ by subjecting the
pupils to the aimless accumulation of
knowledge. Whitehead explained:

The importance of knowledge lies in its use,
in our active mastery of it—that is to say, it
lies in wisdom. It is a convention to speak of
mere knowledge apart from wisdom, as of it-
self imparting dignity to its possessor. [ do
not share in this reverence for knowledge as
such. . . . That knowledge which adds great-
ness of character is knowledge so handled as

VEVA VIVAVINVA

to transform every phase of our immediate
experience. If you have much to do with the
young as they emerge from school and from
university, you soon note the dulled minds of
those whose education consisted in the ac-
quirement of inert knowledge.

This is similar to Srila Prabhupada’s
calling today’s educational institutions
“slaughterhouses” —they kill rather
than satisfy what Whitehead called “a
youth’s natural craving for wisdom.”

“Slaughterhouses,” “skilled barbarians,”
“paralysis of thought,” “mental defectives,”

“fraudulent credentials” —-certainly these

NINOO VHYT

VEYU VHOOWY

-
w s

terms conjure up unsavory images. And as
a responsible parent, I cringe at the thought
of my son’s being subjected to such a sys-
tem. Clearly America’s schools are in a
mess. But how do the Krsna conscious
schools compare? Are they also beset with
waning academic standards? Are they also
without a framework of values, without an
idea? Or, are the gurukulas a better alter-
native to public schools?

Well, it’s impossible to get any substan-
tial data on Krsna conscious schools from
the library. Gurukulas are still a fairly re-
cent development in America, and very
little data on them has been accumulated.
I decided, therefore, to visit a gurukula in
Lake Huntington, New York, just a few
hours’ drive from where I live in Philadel-
phia. There I could see for myself what the



An Interview with Murali-vadaka dasa

Murali-vadaka dasa is the
headmaster of ISKCON’s
gurukula at Lake Hunt-
ington, New York, and
has worked with that proj-
ect for the past three years.
Prior to joining the Krsna
consciousness movement,

he taught for four years
in the New York City public school system and
was director of a children's summer camp in
New Hampshire for eight years. He was also a
social worker in New York City.

LARA DONIN

What are the major differences between
gurukula and public schools?

“Two major differences are prominent in
my mind, although one may stem from the
other. The first is that in the Krsna conscious-
ness movement we have standards by which
we educate our children. That is absent in the
public schools. In fact, the opposite is pre-
dominant—that is, the concept of subjective
or relative morality. Whatever Suzy thinks is
right is right for her. Whatever Tommy thinks
is right is right for him. From a Krsna con-
scious point of view, this leads to so many
problems—lack of moral strength, lack of
character.

“In gurukula we have a standard, an abso-
lute standard. Because Krsna is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, the Absolute Truth,
the children learn math, social studies, sci-
ence—everything—in relation to the Abso-
lute Truth, Krsna. Nowadays, the direction of
sociopsychology is that if you maintain some
absolute standard— ‘This is right and this is
wrong'—it's labeled as a ‘value-judgment.’
Value judgments are no-no’s. Because there
is no standard, homosexuality is now a ‘normal’
thing.

“The superiority of the character of chil-
dren raised according to a set standard was
brought home to me when the state inspected
our school. Three inspectors reviewed our
teachers’ credentials, reviewed the curricu-
lum, reviewed the textbooks, and then asked
to observe the classroom for a few hours. We
walked into the first classroom. All the stu-
dents stood up with folded hands and smiled.
The inspectors said, ‘We've seen enough,’
and walked out. Then we got a letter saying
our school provided equivalent education.
Next they called to tell us unofficially that
they wished the mood of learning and love in
our school was present in their schools.

“The second major difference, and this is
based on my personal experience, is that pub-
lic school teachers don’t really care about
teaching. They want money. Students can see

the teachers don’t really care, and so they
don’t care about their teachers. Our teachers
build strong personal relationships with each
child, and they are required to be exemplary
in their behavior. But public school teachers
can be degenerates and debauchees. As long
as they are fairly discreet about it and report
to classes, fine. In gurukula we teach by ex-
ample. It is better than precept.”

Do you have a discipline problem?

“According to a Gallup poll, discipline is
the biggest problem in public education. At
gurukula, however, the problem is minimal.
The teachers see themselves and the students
as servants of Krsna. And their responsibility
is to train Krsna's other servants, the students,
in the art of pure devotional service. This vi-
sion fosters a relationship of love and trust be-
tween teachers and students. When there is
love and trust, there is obedience. Then a
child wants to please his teacher, and disci-
pline becomes a very simple thing.”

Are gurukula students cloistered?

“A lawyer who visited here told me, *Your
children are cloistered. Why don’t you give
them a choice?’ I said, ‘Oh. no. Your children
don’t have a choice. Our children understand
both Darwinism and creation according to
Krsna.* In the public schools, however. they
are taught only Darwinism. You're the one
not giving a choice.” He agreed. It's illegal to
teach God's position in the public schools.

“On the practical level, our children get
plenty of exposure to the world. They help
with the community shopping. They compare
prices, talk with the salespeople. figure their
change. They know how to interact with soci-
ety at large. And they go out preaching door
to door. Plus our community here is open to
the public. They are insulated, not isolated.
They may not know what it means to be a
pimp on Times Square, but I don’t think they
have to know that.

“Other children have no choice. They have
no opportunity to know what devotion is. Not
one of them can tell you the benefits of celi-
bacy. They think it’s sick. Our children can
tell you about sex life, about why everyone is
mad after it, but they can also tell you the ben-
efits of celibacy. They certainly have a choice.”
Does gurukula stress spirituality too much?

“Srila Prabhupada said, ‘Our gurukula
system is designed to bring one to the plat-
form of pure, unalloyed devotion to Krsna.’
We are notinterested in comparative IQ tests,
or teaching our children trivial details. But
Srila Prabhupada also stressed that our stu-
dents should not be seen as foolish.

*See “How He Creates™ on page 8

“Academically, our children are two or
three grades superior to public and private
schools. And we are not even all expert
teachers. nor do we have the resources that
others invest. But these children can certainly
stand with the others. About one year ago
they entered a statewide poetry contest, and
three of our children won in different areas.

“As they get older, they'll be guided to spe-
cialize in the subjects or crafts that they show
a particular propensity for. We don’t waste
time, money. and effort to educate a person
beyond the intermediate level in a whole
range of subjects that he or she has no interest
in or desire to learn. Mass education. or edu-
cation for education’s sake, is a mistake as far
as we are concerned.”

What about higher education?

“There’ll definitely be facility for that. But
our goal is not to produce children who can go
to college. They will be competent to enter
the universities, but we are more interested in
producing saintly devotees of God.”

What about the criticism that God has been
taken out of the public schools?

“We differ from other groups who make
that complaint. They may object that God is
taken out of the schools, but they cannot an-
swer the questions, Who is God? What is He
like? Where does He live? What are His ac-
tivities? Only the Vaisnava philosophy, Krsna
consciousness, answers these questions. No
one else can.

“For example. we had a visitor here who
told me, ‘Sufism means selfless devotion to
God.” I asked him, *“Who is God?" He didn’t
know. So I said. ‘Let’s say I cook you a very
nice apple turnover, but you hate apples.
What good is my so-called devotion and love
for you? Unless I know you and how to please
you, all my talk about love and service to you
is just sentimental speculation.™™
Will gurukula accept children of nondevotee
parents?

“Yes, we already have. There are five chil-
dren in this school whose parents are not and
do not profess to be devotees. Because of the
moral training and the character-building and
the protection children get here, we antici-
pate that more and more intelligent, pious
members of society will want to send their
children here. We are straightforward, and
the parents understand, “You send your chil-
dren here and they'll be trained. along with
the good standard of education and character-
building, to become devotees of Krsna." For
parents who are really concerned about their
children’s future, there is no alternative to
gurukula. Any unbiased observer can see
that.”

gurukula environment is like. (Some of
my conversation with Murali-vadaka dasa,
the gurukula headmaster, appears in the
interview above.)

I should point out that at present the
Krsna conscious schools in America con-
sist only of elementary- and intermediate-

level schools. Children ready for secondary
school attend the Bhaktivedanta Swami
International Gurukula in Vrndavana,
India. That school is big enough to handle
all the secondary school requirements for
the Krsna consciousness movement for
the time being.

A Krsna conscious gurukula education
aims at providing the very things that Old-
enquist, Muller, Whitehead (and Srila
Prabhupada) consider most wanting in the
public schools: a set framework of values
and knowledge that builds character, in-
stills divine wisdom, and leads to self-

BACK TO GODHEAD 29




realization. The idea of gurukula is that
regardless of a student’s propensities, ap-
titudes, social position, or academic abili-
ties, he or she will have been trained to
function on the highest principles of human
integrity, on the principles of saintliness.
The ultimate end is to create a society
wherein every citizen will gradually pro-
gress toward spiritual enlightenment and
love of God, which is the ultimate goal of
human life.

In the Bhagavad-gita, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, Krsna, outlines the
course of study that leads to such a spiritu-
ally enlightened state:

Humility; pridelessness; nonviolence; toler-
ance: simplicity; approaching a bona fide
spiritual master; cleanliness; steadiness: self-
control; renunciation of the objects of sense
gratification: absence of false ego: the per-
ception of the evil of birth, death, old age,
and disease; detachment; freedom from en-
tanglement with children, wife, home, and
the rest; even-mindedness amid pleasant and
unpl::as&!l‘ll events: constant and unalloyed
devotion to Me; aspiring to live in a solitary
place: detachment from the general mass of
people; accepting the importance of self-
realization; and philosophical search for the
Absolute Truth—all these | declare to be
knowledge. and besides this whatever there
may be is ignorance.

But the emphasis on spiritual achieve-
ment in gurukila does not mean neglect of
academic standards. Test results prove this
fact. Academic achievement among stu-
dents at the Lake Huntington gurukula is
higher than average. This came to light in
1981, when the gurukula students took the
Wide Range Achievement Test (WRAT).
The WRAT is a standardized state test
that schools administer. It measures skills
in reading, spelling, and arithmetic. and
compares them with the scores of students
nationally. Sixty-three percent of the guru-
kula students were approximately 2.5

grades above average in reading, 1.8 grades
above in spelling, and 0.9 above in arith-
metic. The remaining thirty-seven percent
were about 2.2 grades above average in
reading, 1.5 grades above in spelling, and
0.3 above in arithmetic.

But beyond statistics. what I saw at Lake
Huntington was most encouraging and at-
tractive. The boys and girls were happy
and enthusiastic. They enjoyed a strong
“amaraderie with each other and with their
teachers. And they were exempted from
the evils of the public school system.

As with any endeavor, of course, the
gurukula system has problems. One unique
problem, I found, is that the parents of the
students, being themselves products of the
public school system, have been poorly
trained as candidates for the spiritual dis-
cipline of Krsna consciousness. Some par-
ents, therefore, are not always able to live
up to the ideal. exemplary standard of
Krsna consciousness. And when the chil-
dren see discrepancies in the behavior of
their parents, this tends to work against
their gurukula training. The children be-
come confused by the double standard.
This is not a major problem, however.

At the Lake Huntington gurukula I met
Dr. Lawrence Lilliston, a clinical child
psychologist from Oakland University in
Michigan. Dr. Lilliston was conducting a
study of the gurukula students, covering
such categories as cooperativeness, con-
flict resolution, cognitive functioning, aca-
demic performance. emotional maturity,
moral reasoning, levels of aggression, and
creativity. To the best of my knowledge
Lilliston’s is the first such scientific study
of the gurukula children. T would have
loved to have gotten the results of his
work, but, unfortunately, it will be several
months before all his data is collected and
analyzed and the results published.

Dr. Lilliston was willing, however, to
discuss with me his initial impressions, as

long as I made it clear that his work is not
funded by the Krsna consciousness move-
ment and that he had no vested interest in
any particular outcome. He told me he
was certain that analysis of his data would
show the gurukula children to be lower
than the average in their level of aggres-
sion and higher than average in their level
of cooperative play and academic achieve-
ment. He found the children to be respect-
ful and considerate. He also praised the
teachers: “One of the things that really im-
pressed me here is the teaching by ex-
ample that the teachers do in all phases of
the program. This school is unlike any-
thing that I've seen. The training is unlike
even other parochial schools, and I've seen
a lot of those.™

I took the opportunity to ask Dr. Lillis-
ton a question my relatives had put to me:
“Do you find the emotional and psycho-
logical development of these children nor-
mal, or would you say they were unable to
think for themselves, learned things by
rote, and lacked personality?” To this he
replied, “The bottom-line statement, in
my opinion, is that this is a very healthy
environment. Generally, 1 find the stu-
dents to be mentally quite healthy, quite
stable, to have a good sense of where they
are, who they are, and so on. Gurukula is
a wonderful atmosphere in which kids can
learn.”

As an advocate of the Krsna conscious-
ness philosophy and life, I'm naturally
predisposed toward the gurukula system
of education. I am pleased, therefore, to
say that the Lake Huntington gurukula is
above average academically and also of-
fers an incomparable opportunity for a
child to develop sound moral values, great-
ness of character, divine wisdom and self-
realization. I feel satisfied that my son will
be able to get the best all-around educa-
tion in a Krsna conscious gurukula such as
the one I saw at Lake Huntington. Fo

DEATH OF FATHER

(continued from page 22

would be heard—even in a little village in
New Hampshire. And now I had seen at
least a little of this prophecy come true.
After the service, everyone filed out of
the church, and I was mobbed with many
hugs and congratulations. I hadn’t seen
many of these people since my childhood,
so I couldn’t recognize many of them. But
they all remembered me, It was as if | had
stepped into a dream or a past life T had al-
most completely forgotten. Never, in all
my years of church-going as a child, did |
walk out of a church feeling so enlightened
and refreshed. This time the whole con-
gregation seemed to be emanating a glow
instead of the customary gloom.
Afterwards, there was a party, where
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many people accepted krsna-prasadam
(food offered to Krsna) and some of Srila
Prabhupada’s transcendental literature that
I had on display. Some of the still-sober
people even asked philosophical questions.
Since that day I have received letters and
phone calls from people who said that it
was an experience they will remember for
the rest of their lives.

Ironically. as I write this article in my
room at our Miami temple, I hear music of
the thirties blaring from some loudspeakers
outside my window. It’s the rest home
next door, where the inmates use their last
days baking in the sun and recalling fading
memories of the past. Their attempts at
happiness appear vain and childish, the
women with bright lipstick, and heavy
makeup on their pale, withered faces,
and couples dancing with their aching,

swollen bodies to a song about young love.
Every day the sirens come howling, the
ambulence appears, and the orderlies scoop
up another corpse. What an inglorious
and embarrassing way to die!

I feel very happy that my father was in-
terested in Krsna consciousness and that
he intelligently decided to spend his last
days glorifying God by chanting His holy
names. Death is usually a gloomy event
that we prefer not to talk abo