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KUNDALINI,
REINCARNATION,
THE ASTRALWORLD,
AND MORE

Questions and Answers

On the Science of Transcendence

A conversation with
HIS DIVINE GRACE

A. C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

This conversation with guests took place at
the Hare Krsna centerin Los Angeles in the
late sixties.

Guest: What is the outcome of the
continual chanting of om?
Srila Prabhupada: Like the Hare Krsna
mantra, om is a manifestation of the Su-
preme Lord in the form of sound vibra-
tion. That is stated in the Bhagavad-gita.
So, Hare Krsna and o have practically
the same value, but chanting Hare Krsna
is easier. Another reason we chant Hare
Krsna is that it was specifically chanted by
Lord Caitanya.”™

Om is generally chanted at the begin-
ning of Vedic mantras: om tad visnoh
paramam padam sada. . . . om pirnam
adah puarnam idam. Om addresses the
Lord, and Hare Krsna also addresses the
Lord. But chanting Hare Krsna is easier,
and it is recommended for this age. Other-
wise, transcendentally, or spiritually, there
is no difference.
Guest: What do you think of kundalini-
yoga and rdja-yoga’

“Lord Caitanya is Krsna Himself in the role
of His own devotee. He appeared in Bengal,
India, five hundred years ago to teach love of
God through the chanting of the Hare Krsna
mantra.
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Srila Prabhupada: Rdja-yoga means “the
king of yogas.” But we are practicing the
emperor of yogas, bhakti-yoga, so rdja-
yogaisincludedinit. In the Bhagavad-gita
[6.47], Lord Krsna says,

yoginam api sarvesam
mad-gatendantaratmana

Sraddhavan bhajate yo mdm
sa me yuktatamo matah

“Anyone who is always thinking of Me with-
in himself is the topmost yogi.” Therefore
a person who is in full Krsna consciousness
has surpassed all other kinds of yogic
principles.

What is your understanding of kunda-
lini-yoga? Do you know what it is?
Guest: It's very dangerous.

Srila Prabhupada: Why do you want to
practice such a dangerous thing?

Guest: | just wanted to know what you
thought of it.

Srila Prabhupada: It is not possible to
practice such a difficult process of yoga in
this age. It is too difficult. So we recom-
mend that you not waste your valuable time
trying to follow something that is not pos-
sible for you. That is our recommendation.

Of course, if you want to maintain some
“yoga hobby,” that is a different thing.
But you will never be successful, because
kundalini-yoga is very difficult to per-
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form. In the present age, bhakti-yoga, or
Krsna consciousness, is recommended as
the only possible way for self-realization.
And it is very simple: Just chant Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare. Anyone can do it, in
any part of the world. One may be of any
age; it doesn’t matter whether you're an
old man or a child. The many children of
our devotees are chanting Hare Krsna,
and old men like me are also chanting
Hare Krsna. And these young boys and
girls, my disciples, are also chanting Hare
Krsna. So it is universal.

My disciples are neither Hindus nor In-
dians, nor have they any knowledge of
Sanskrit. But they have easily picked up
this Hare Krsna chant, and they are get-
ting the result. So chanting Hare Krsna
is the easiest, most universal method of
self-realization in the present age. No
other yoga practice will be successful. It
will simply be a waste of time.

Guest: May I ask this, Swami: Have you
yourself reached the superconscious state,
or the Christ-conscious state?

Srila Prabhupada: It is not very difficult.
You can also do that. Just follow the easy
process of chanting Hare Krsna. What is
Christ consciousness? What did Christ
teach? That you surrender to God. Isn’t
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this his essential teaching?

Guest: Well, the understanding I have of
Christ consciousness is when one’s mind
reaches the state where it is within all the
atoms and all the flowers—

Srila Prabhupiada: Krsna is within your
self, within your heart, within the atoms—
everywhere. So if Christ taught that God
is like that, then there is no difference
between Christ consciousness and Krsna
consciousness.

Guest: When I say Christ consciousness, [
mean to get your mind on the same level as
the atoms—actually, on a higher level,
beyond the atoms, as pure spirit. These
two levels of consciousness, in the atoms
and beyond —

Srila Prabhupada: Actually, there aren’t
two levels of consciousness. There is only
one. Consciousness is like the sky, but
when part of the sky is overcast with
clouds, you divide it: “This is the friendly
sky, and this is the unfriendly sky.” The air-
lines like to advertise, “Fly in the friendly
sky.” Wherefrom has this “friendly sky”
come? The sky is one, but the part of the sky
that is covered with cleuds we call “the un-
friendly sky,” and the part that is sunny we
call “the friendly sky.”

Similarly, everything, without exception,
is spirit (sarvam khalv idam brahma), but
the portion of spirit that is covered by
ignorance—by the cloud of ignorance —
is called matter.

What is material civilization? All our
usual activities, minus God. And as soon
as we add God to all our activities, our
civilization is spiritual. So, all activities
minus God means trouble, and all activities
plus God means the spiritual world, all-
pleasing. Krsna consciousness means all
activities should be done with God in the
center. That is the sum and substance of
Krsna consciousness.

We are doing the same things as you.
We are burning candles here, and you also
burn candles at your home. This is an
apartment, and you also have your apart-
ment. What is the difference between this
apartment and your apartment? Here
there is a relationship to Krsna. So, you
make everything in your life related to
Krsna, and your life will become spiritual.
That is the technique you learn in Krsna
CONSCIOUsSNEss.

Actually, there is nothing but Krsna con-
sciousness. We have artificially covered
Krsna consciousness with something else,
which is called mayad, or illusion. You have
to get out of this mdyd consciousness and
stand in your original Krsna consciousness.
Then your life is perfect. That is what we
are teaching— nothing artificial or extraor-
dinary. Nor is it very difficult. It is very
plain and simple.

Guest: Is there a regression in your system
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of reincarnation? In other words, after his
body dies can a man regress and become
an animal or an insect of some sort?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. There are 8,400,000
different kinds of bodies, and after this life
we can enter any one of them.

As far as my constitutional position is
concerned, I am not the body: I am a spirit
soul. We are changing our body even at
the present moment. When you were born
from your mother’s womb, your body was
very small. Now it has grown. You were a
small boy, now you are a young man, and
soon you will become an old man like me.
So, your body is changing; this is a simple
fact. And Krsna says in the Bhagavad-gita

Your next body
will be determined
by the state of
your mind at
the time of your
death. If your mind
is God conscious,
you will get a body
like God’s. And if
your mind is dog
conscious, you will
get the body of a dog.

[2.13], tatha dehantara-praptii: “After
death you will pass into another body.”
That body may be a human body, a dog
body, a cat body, a plant body—it all de-
pends on your consciousness at the time of
death.

Guest: What is it that you take with you?
Srila Prabhupida: I will explain. Our
change of body is taking place according
to our mentality. For example, all these
boys and girls and ladies and gentlemen
sitting here in this room have different
clothes, different bodily features, different
modes of life. Why? Because of their dif-
ferent mentalities. Somebody likes to
keep his hair dirty, somebody likes to
cleanse it. Why? Because of a difference
of mentality. Similarly, your next body
will be determined by the state of your
mind at the time of your death. If your
mind is God conscious, you will get a body
like God’s. And if your mind is dog con-
scious, you will get the body of a dog.

So, itis a question of training your mind
in such a way that at the point of death you
can keep yourself Krsna conscious. Then
you will get a body as good as Krsna’s.
This is the whole philosophy of Krsna
consciousness. Krsna’s body is sac-cid-
ananda-vigraha: full of bliss, full of knowl-
edge, and eternal. We should hanker after
an eternal, blisstul body full of knowl-
edge. That should be our aim. And to ful-
fill that aim, we should practice Krsna
consciousness.

Guest: When we get our next body, does
our mind retain much of what it learned in
the life before? Or does it start all over
again and gain its knowledge through that
body?

Srila Prabhupada: Death means forgetful-
ness. Itis something like sleep. Or, sleep is
partial death. When you sleep you forget
your day’s activities, and you also some-
times think that you have a different body
or that you are floating in the air or that
you have gone somewhere you have never
been before.

Similarly, as soon as your body changes,
your mind also changes. The mind’s func-
tions are thinking, feeling, and willing. We
think, feel, and will according to circum-
stances. For example, now you have an
American body, so you are thinking like
an American, and someone else has a
Russian body, so he’s thinking like a Rus-
sian. Similarly, a soul who has a dog’s
body thinks like a dog. So the mind changes
according to the condition of the body.
Guest: In the supreme state of Krsna con-
sciousness, is it possible to remember your
previous life?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, it is possible. If
you come to the supreme state of Krsna
consciousness, you can remember. There
are instances in the scripture. King
Bharata died thinking of a deer, so his
next body was a deer’s. But he remem-
bered, “I was such-and-such a person.”
Sometimes even ordinary people can re-
member their past lives. Occasionally the
newspaper reports that a child is saying, “I
have my home in another town,” and
when the child goes there he says, “Such-
and-such boy is my son. Here in this box
I kept such-and-such a thing.” There are
many instances of this.
Guest: Could you tell me why I have so
much trouble concentrating when I medi-
tate on the astral world?
Srila Prabhupada: Because your mind is
always disturbed, full of anxieties. There-
fore you cannot concentrate. But the pro-
cess of chanting Hare Krsna automatically
lets you concentrate. When you chant or I
chant loudly, you hear “Hare Krsna,” and
your mind is immediately turned to Krsna.
That is meditation.

After all, meditation means to concen-



trate on the Supreme. The Supreme is
Krsna, and Krsna is nondifferent from His
name. So when you hear the name Krsna,
you immediately remember the person
Krsna, and you associate with Krsna.
What will you accomplish by silent medi-
tation? You’ll think of your office or your
home or your dog or your cat. That’s all.
Therefore, even five thousand years ago this
silent meditation was not recommended.
When Krsna advised Arjuna, “Take to
this practice of silent meditation,” Arjuna
said, “Oh, it is not possible for me. lam a
warrior. I have so many things to do. How
can I concentrate my mind?” So Krsna ex-
cused him and recommended that Arjuna
simply surrender to Him. But we are try-
ing to be more than Arjuna. This silent
meditation is simply a waste of time; it is
not possible. Chanting the holy name of
God is the only process of meditation for
the present age.
Guest: I have known some people who
have meditated on the astral world, and
they've contacted the discarnate souls
there. And when the mind is left open,
these discarnate souls, which are not
good, will take over the mind of a person.
How can one avoid this?
Srila Prabhupada: By Kisna conscious-
ness. You can avoid all these rubbish things
by simply keeping your consciousness on
Krsna. That’s all. It is a very simple thing.
As stated in the Bhagavad-gita, satatarn
kirtayanto mam: “The great souls always
glorify the Lord.” Then there is no oppor-
tunity for engaging the mind in nonsense.
We are teaching our students to chant
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. They are be-
coming practiced at this. So even when
they go onto the street, they chant Hare
Krsna and are in samdadhi [full concentra-
tion on the Supreme]. They don’t have to
struggle to attain samadhi: the samadhi is
going with them. They aren’t practicing
breathing exercises or sitting exercises.
No. They are ordinary boys and girls. But
simply by chanting Hare Krsna, they are
making spiritual progress. Their health,
their character, their mode of living—
everything is improving, developing.
Spiritual advancement means that one
always acts in the mode of goodness. A
man who is spiritually advanced cannot do
all kinds of nonsense. That is contradic-
tory. How can a pure thing produce im-
purity? Can one who is addicted to all
kinds of nonsensical habits be practicing
meditation and elevating himself? Is it
possible? All this is bogus. As soon as one
becomes purified, his character and his
mode of living will be purified. That is the
test of spiritual advancement.
If you’re cured of a disease, there is no

longer a fever; the temperature is at the
normal point. You cannot say, “I’'m cured,
but my temperature is 105.” Then your so-
called cure is bogus.

Advancement in self-realization means
purification from material contamination.
That is real advancement. And Krsna con-
sciousness is a practical means of purifica-
tion. In your country, smoking, drinking,
keeping boyfriends and girlfriends, meat-
eating— all these are common affairs. How
are my disciples avoiding all these things?
None of them has been associating with
me for more than a year, yet just see their
character! You cannot induce them to
smoke even one cigarette. Krsna conscious-

Drugs are artificial.
Your situation is
already artificially
complicated by
your body, and
you want to make
your situation
more complicated?
You have to get
free of material
contamination,
not increase it.

ness is so purifying.

We don’t say, “Go on with all your non-
sense, and at the same time you can be-
come spiritually advanced.” No. You must
actually show that you are advanced in
spiritual consciousness. Yasydsti bhaktir
bhagavaty akiricand sarvair gunais tatra
samasate surah: “All good qualities devel-
opinadevotee of Lord Krsna.” So, devel-
oping good qualities is the evidence of
spiritual advancement.

Of course, it may be that because of
your past bad habits you sometimes com-
mit mistakes and fall down. But Krsna
says, ksipram bhavati dharmatma: Even if
a devotee falls down out of ignorance, still
he’ll very soon become purified. The proc-
ess of Krspa consciousness is so power-
ful. When a fan is running and you turn off
the switch, the fan will continue to move.
But you can rest assured that it will stop,
because the switch is off. Similarly, a per-
son who has taken to Krsna consciousness

immediately turns off the switch of his ma-
terial life. And even though we can see
that some of his material activities con-
tinue, they will stop very soon.

Guest: Do you think that drugs can help
one attain Krsna consciousness?

Srila Prabhupada: No, that is nonsense.
They’ll not help. We don’t allow any kind
of intoxication.

Guest: Do drugs interfere with the soul’s
advancement?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Drugs are artifi-
cial. Your situation is already artificially
complicated by your body, and you want
to make your situation more complicated?
Do you mean to say that this is advance-
ment? You have to get free of material
contamination, not increase it.

Suppose you want to get free of a cer-
tain disease. You have to take the proper
medicine and eat the proper diet. Simi-
larly, to get free of material contamination
you have to chant Hare Krsna, the proper
medicine, and eat krsna-prasadam [food
offered to Krsnal, the proper diet. Then
the disease of material contamination will
be cured. This is the simple and practical
method of purification.

When my disciples first came to me,
what did I give them? A little fruit— krsna-
prasidam—and the chanting of Hare
Krsna. That was all. And now their faces,
their activities, their habits, their charac-
ter—everything has improved. What is
the treatment? The medicine of Hare
Krsna and the diet of krsna-prasadam.
That’s all. There is no surgical operation.
You take to it and see the result.

Guest: What is the main qualification for
attaining self-realization?

Srila Prabhupada: To become a devotee
of Krsna. We are part and parcel of Krsna,
but we have forgotten this. So when we
come again to the understanding that we
are part and parcel of God, that is our
greatest qualification.

What is the greatest qualification of a
good citizen? When an American thinks,
“l am an American citizen; therefore I
have to look after the interests of the
United States,” that is the best qualifica-
tion of good citizenship. Similarly, when
you transcend all artificial designations—
“I am American,” “I am Indian,” “I am
this or that” —and you understand, “I am
part and parcel of the Supreme,” that is
the greatest qualification for becoming
self-realized.

Guest: When you surrender to Krsna, do
you still have any obligation to worldly af-
fairs, to making the world a better place?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. My obligation is to
give you an education in Krsna conscious-
ness. That is the best service anyone can
give to humanity. Why have I come to

(continued on page 30)
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BEHIND

THE FACADE OF
HEALTH CARE

Is the $300-billion-a-year American health-care industry

curing us— or skewering us?

by MATHURESA DASA

lanning your budget for the coming

year? You're probably worried about
the rising cost of health care. And rightly
so: Americans spent more than $300 bil-
lion for health care in 1982. That’s an aver-
age of nearly $1,300 for every man, woman,
and child in the United States.

To make matters worse, both the U.S.
government and private health insurers,
who in the past have paid a big chunk of
the nation’s health bill, are getting cold
feet. With hospital costs increasing three
times faster than the rate of inflation, pub-
lic and private insurers are taking steps to
put a ceiling on what they’ll pay for any
given category of health care. For ex-
ample, under the proposed new Medicare
system, if two patients entered a hospital
with ruptured hernias, Medicaid would
pay the same fixed rate for both patients
even if one stayed three days and the other
six. The idea is to give hospitals an incen-
tive to reduce the cost of the treatment
and send the patients home as soon as pos-
sible. But critics of the proposed system
say that such penny-pinching will also re-
duce the guality of health care.

So our higher health costs may lead to
poorer health.

But take heart. Spokesmen for the health-
care industry assure us that the bitter pill
of rising costs has a positive side effect: It
is forcing thousands of hospitals and health
clinics, which formerly thrived on the open-
handed policies of public and private in-
surers, to compete for customers. Profits
now lie in increasing the number of pa-
tients, not in padding their bills.
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In Oakland, California, the programs
for professional football and basketball
games carry ads for Peralta Hospital’s
SHAPE fitness clinic. In Chicago, Bethes-
da Hospital touts its small size with the slo-
gan “Large enough to care for you, small
enough to care about you.” And in May-
wood, New Jersey, a dental clinic recently
offered free ten-speed bicycles to new
orthodontic patients.

Although most publicity campaigns are
still low-key, some hospital directors be-
lieve advertising is only a prelude to all-
out price wars featuring discounts, rebates,
free bonuses, and other gimmicks. Already,
Sunrise Hospital in Las Vegas has offered
recuperative trips to exotic vacation resorts.

Just imagine! Enjoy pneumonia in a
beach chair at Waikiki! Or how about
bargain-basement radiation therapy for that
malignant tumor in your liver? And if that
doesn’t catch your fancy, there’s discount
open-heart surgery.

Obviously, we need to stop and take a
long look at today’s health-care industry.
Even if health care bargains do somehow
alleviate our budget headaches, they aren’t
going to put an end to more essential af-
flictions: We’ll still have to get sick, grow
old, and die.

From the Bhagavad-gitda we learn that
no matter how much or how little we
spend for health care, we're guaranteed to
suffer the miseries of birth, old age, dis-
ease, and death. Giving credit where credit
is due, we can’'t deny that advances in
medicine have largely eradicated typhoid,
smallpox, and other dread diseases. But

PAINTING BY SRINIVASA DASA

knocking off a handful of enemy sol-
diers—at the expense of billions of dollars
annually for research and treatment—
doesn’t mean we've won the war. Cancer
still strikes two out of three families in the
U.S. and is responsible for one death in
five. Twenty-two million Americans (about
one in ten) need treatment for arthritis.
And the booming health-care industry it-
self is the most conclusive evidence that
the miseries of material life are taking
their toll now as much as ever. “Health
care industry” is a misnomer. It is the dis-
ease industry, and the old-age, death, and
birth industry.

At most, our hospitals keep misery out
of sight, sandwiched between clean sheets
in antiseptic wards, away from the main-
stream of “normal” life outside. They bring
birth, old age, disease, and death under
one roof, but not under control. If they
could do that, the health-care industry
would go bankrupt.

What to speak of controlling disease
and death, diagnosis and treatment are
themselves often the cause of disease and
death. Iatrogenic diseases, those caused
by medical diagnoses and treatments, are
an ever-present problem in modern health
care. Infections developed during the course
of treatment account for close to 300,000
deaths each year, and the total number of
iatrogenic fatalities is nearly half a million.

Half of all iatrogenic complications are
drug-related. The manufacturers of Buta-
zoldin alka, a popular antiarthritis drug,
warn that their product can cause head-
aches, vertigo, coma, hypertension, retinal
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hemorrhage, hepatitis, leukemia, and
death! And Valium, the much-acclaimed
antianxiety drug, has as its side effects
nausea, fatigue, jaundice, constipation,
headache, slurred speech, insomnia and—
you guessed it—anxiety.

Of course, modern medicine promises
to bring our miseries under control in the
future. In a speech to the American Phar-
maceutical Society last January, Dr.
James A. Halperin, an officer in the Food
and Drug Administration, predicted that
man will eliminate infectious diseases by
1994 and stop the aging process by 2023.
C. Everett Koop, the United States sur-
geon general, asserts that disease and death
rates are gradually decreasing. And we’ve
all heard that test-tube babies will soon
eliminate the necessity of pregnancy and
childbirth.

Such utopian predictions are another
aspect of the “out-of-sight” function of the
health-care industry. To say that “the death
rate is decreasing,” for example, is a de-
ceptive way of saying that the average life
span is apparently increasing. Is there
even one person, however, who won’t
eventually die? If not, the death rate is still
one hundred percent. But hope springs
eternal, and with our present suffering
hidden behind hospital walls, we look at
the future through the distorting lens of
unwarranted optimism.

But the Bhagavad-gita recommends that
we keep the miseries of life constantly in
sight, because until we correctly diagnose
birth, old age, disease, and death asinher-
ent features of the physical body, we can’t
discover the actual cure for them—spiritual
rejuvenation.

The physical body is a covering for the
real self—the spirit soul—which 1s eter-
nal, individual, and part of the Supreme
Person, Lord Krsna. Like each of us,
Krsna is an individual person, but unlike
us Krsna is never encaged in a temporary,
physical body. He is, rather, the creator
and controller of the physical world. Both
Krsna’s body and His abode, the spiritual
world, are eternal, full of unending happi-
ness, and without a trace of birth, old age,
disease, and death. Since originally we re-
side in this deathless, spiritual world, it’s
quite natural that we yearn for a life free of
disease and other miseries. But the health-
care industry can’t help us attain this kind
of life, because it’s impossible to live an
eternal, deathless, disease-free life any-
where in the temporary, physical world.
The health-care industry has its place, of
course, but to exaggerate its benefits is
self-deluding.

Since we are all parts of Krsna, by our
constitutional nature we're meant to serve
Him, just as it is the nature of a finger, or
any other part of the body, to serve the
whole body. When we desire not to serve
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Krsna but to enjoy life on our own, Krsna
sends us to this temporary world and pro-

- vides us with a physical body. In that sense

the body itself is a disease—a disease
caused by the “germ” of our unnatural
desire to forget Krsna.

The body gives us the chance to enjoy
our external senses. But at the same time
the temporary, limited nature of sense
pleasures and the unavoidable miseries of
birth, old age, disease, and death serve to
remind us that this world is a foreign place
for the eternal, pleasure-seeking soul.

To regain eternal life we must again
take up our service to the Supreme Lord,
following His instructions in the Bhagavad-
gita and other scriptures. “For one who
worships Me,” Krsna says, “engaging in
devotional service and always meditating

Why do the same
Americans who
spend $300 billion
on health care
also spend $25 billion
on cigarettes and
$46 billion on

alcoholic beverages?

upon Me, I am the swift deliverer from the
ocean of birth and death.”

So, what are we going to do? Throw
down our scalpels and stethoscopes, raise
our hands to heaven, and forget all about
our mortal bodies? Of course not. The hu-
man body, although temporary, should be
kept as healthy as possible so that we can
serve Krsna and gain release from all
suffering.

But are today’s health-care customers
really concerned with health? If so, then
why do the same Americans who spend
$300 billion on health care also spend $25
billion on cigarettes and $46 billion on al-
coholic beverages? According to Surgeon
General Koop, smoking contributes to 30
percent of all cancer deaths and to 85 per-
cent of lung-cancer deaths. Cancer is the
number two Killer in the U.S. Smokers are
also more prone to other diseases, includ-
ing heart disease, the number-one killer.

And the surgeon general also warns that
regular consumption of alcohol increases
the risk of disease of the liver, heart,
stomach, and pancreas and is known to
cause cancer of the mouth, larynx, and

colon. Drinking has also been linked to
brain damage and birth defects.

So if Americans are so health conscious,
why don’t they quit drinking and smok-
ing? And with gonorrhea, syphilis, herpes,
and AIDS—all direct results of promis-
cuity—ruining millions of lives each year,
why can’t people who consider their mor-
tal bodies all-important give up illicit, extra-
marital sex?

Devotees of Krsna, because of the tran-
scendental satisfaction they experience in
their service to Him, easily refrain from
smoking, drinking, and illicit sex. In addi-
tion, they completely avoid eating meat,
which has also been linked to cancer and
other diseases. The Vedic scriptures state
that intoxication, meat-eating, and illicit
sex are detrimental to spiritual progress.
They dampen our desire to serve Krsna,
block our return to the spiritual world,
and thus delay our escape from birth, old
age, disease, and death. In particular, the
Srimad-Bhagavatam states that the only
person completely incapable of spiritual
advancement is the meat-cater.

Devotees are not under the illusion that
they will be able to keep their bodies
healthy forever, so the reason they give up
intoxication, meat-eating, and illicit sex is
not to preserve their physical health but to
increase their spiritual awareness. Still, it
is significant that the very activities the
Vedic literatures single out as spiritually
detrimental are also physically harmful.
This is a clear indication that the human
body is specifically designed for making
a spiritual solution to suffering. As the
Vedanta-sitra proclaims, “Human life is
meant for spiritual advancement.”

There are many ways to handle your
physical health-care expenses. You can
sign up for Blue Cross/Blue Shield, join a
health maintenance organization, or take
advantage of Medicare, Medicaid, or your
local free clinic. And with health-care ad-
vertising coming into style, you'll be get-
ting new offers every time you open a
newspaper or switch on the TV.

So why not consider a spiritual health-
care plan? So far, the health-care industry
has offered us an unrealistic, unattainable
objective: eternal, misery-free life in the
physical body. But the objective of the
spiritual plan—eternal, misery-free life 1n
the spiritual world—is available to any-
one who practices devotional service to
Krsna. And devotional service to Krsna is
a most enjoyable cure. Ask any devotee.
In addition, on the spiritual plan you’ll be
able to free yourself from all physically de-
structive habits, minimize your visits to
the hospital, and see the inevitable mis-
eries of birth, old age, disease, and death
for what they really are—reminders that
the physical world is not, and never will
be, our eternal home. ey



HOW I CAME TO
KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS

The unseen merciful hand of Lord Krsna helps a determined young student
become one of Srila Prabhupada’s first Indian disciples.

Iwas born in Aravade, a small village in
the Indian state of Maharashtra that
differs little from more than seven hundred
thousand others in India. After I gradu-
ated from high school, my family sent me
to Bombay to study chemistry in college.
But my college career was not to be.

In the year 1971, in late March, some-
thing happened to prevent me from fol-
lowing the program my family had so care-
fully laid out for me. For the first time,
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada was touring India with
his foreign disciples. They had arrived in
Bombay just before I had, and now they
were going to have a pandal (a spiritual
festival) at Cross Maidan.

The devotees publicized the pandal very
widely, in newspapers and on billboards.
In the advertisements, Srila Prabhupada’s
disciples were described as American,
Canadian, European, African, and Japa-
nese sddhus (saintly devotees). This was
unprecedented. Previously, whenever the
word sddhu had been applied to someone,
it was understood that the person was In-

by LOKANATHA SWAMI

dian. There could be no other considera-
tion. But these advertisements were talking
about sadhus from all over the world. This
was indeed a novelty for every Bombayite,
and it especially fascinated me.

Intrigued, I went to the Hare Krishna Fes-
tival, which was quite well organized. The
Hare Krsna sddhus were the biggest at-
traction for me. I appreciated their sing-
ing, dancing, walking, and talking. In fact,
I liked everything about them, and I at-
tended the function practically every
evening. [ would simply watch and listen.
Though I knew English, I wasn’t fluent,
and speaking with foreigners was too dif-
ficult for me. I purchased a few magazines
and a few booklets with the little money I
had.

Srila Prabhupada spoke every evening.
He discussed many issues relating to Krsna
consciousness and made many points. But
the point that had the greatest impact on
me, and which attracted me to him and his
society more than anything else, was the
simple point that if you serve Krsna, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, you

His Holiness Lokanatha Swami leads the chanting at the Hare Krsna center in Hyderabad, India.

simultaneously serve everyone and every-
thing else. Srila Prabhupada gave the
analogy of what happens when one waters
a tree. Just by pouring water on the root of
a tree, one automatically waters all the
leaves, branches, fruits, and flowers on
the tree.

Stila Prabhupada had simplified my
job. “Here is my chance,” I thought. I had
always wanted to serve others, and thus at
different stages in my life 1 had con-
templated becoming an engineer or a doc-
tor or a lawyer. Whenever I thought of my
future, I would think of how I could serve
others. Yet although throughout all these
years I had mainly thought of service, I
didn’t know where to begin, and 1 had
practically no resources in my possession.
But now Srila Prabhupada had cleared my
path by showing the easy way of serving
the whole creation—through the simple
medium of serving the Lord, the source of
all that be. This idea greatly appealed
to me.

As scheduled, the Hare Krishna Festival
ended after eleven days, and everything
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went back to normal,

I continued going to college in Bombay.
I shared a room with some people from my
village, whom my family had asked to
keep an eye on me. Once, several years
before, I had left my studies and gone to
join an dsrama in a town nearby my vil-
lage. I had almost made it to the asrama,
but the unseen merciful hand of the Lord
brought me back so that later I could join
Srila Prabhupada instead.

After this incident, my family had antici-
pated my going away somewhere, some-
time, and that is why they asked the villag-
ers to watch over me. But how much could
they watch me? I had gone to the Hare
Krsna function practically every evening,
and no one had noticed that. [ would keep
Hare Krsna magazines and booklets in-
side my big fat chemistry books and read
them for hours. My roommates would
marvel at how seriously I was studying
chemistry. They couldn’t detect that in-
stead of absorbing myself in analyzing
chemical solutions, I was probing into the
ultimate solution to the problems of life.

Whenever my roommates went out, I
would bolt the door and, with my arms
raised, chant Hare Krsna and dance to my
full satisfaction. Having seen the devotees
chanting and dancing onstage at the festi-
val, [ was trying to imitate them. Thus, in
hiding, I was following the process of
Krsna consciousness: chanting, dancing,
and reading over and over again the few
pieces of literature I had.

I knew that the Hare Krsna devotees
were living somewhere in Bombay, but
after the function their small group had
merged into the big city, and 1 was de-
prived of their association.

One year passed.

Then, in March 1972, ISKCON or-
ganized another festival, this time at Juhu
Beach. During the course of the year, the
devotees had purchased some land at
Juhu, and the function was going to be
held right on their premises. Once again,
advertisements appeared in the newspapers
and in other media, and news of the festi-
val reached me by the causeless mercy of
the Lord. I had been waiting for this news,
and I was extremely happy to receive it.

Naturally, I attended the programs. I
would go long before they began, borrow
books, and read them. During the chant-
ing I would join in wholeheartedly. The
foreign devotees, in Indian dhotis and
kurtas,* and the Indian student, in im-
ported trousers and shirt, would dance
together.

Occasionally, during prasadam** time,

*Dhotis and kurtas: the wrap-around lower gar-
ments and shirtlike upper garments worn by
millions of Indians.

**Prasadam is vegetarian food prepared for
Lord Krsna and offered to Him with devotion.
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when I happened to be near the gate, the
devotees would invite me to come and take
prasadam with them. I was eager to ob-
serve their life closely, so I would take ad-
vantage of the opportunity and join them.
They were all nice devotees. On top of
that, they were all foreigners, and I was
duly impressed.

A few days after the festival at Juhu
ended, I sat down and composed an appli-
cation for membership in ISKCON (the
International Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness). I had decided to join the
devotees, and to join any organization, I
thought, one needed to fill out an applica-
tion, I addressed my application to the
president of ISKCON, Bombay. I wrote
that I agreed to follow the four regulative

My parents tried
everything to
dissuade me from
returning to the Hare
Krsna devotees.
They even went to
astrologers to learn
a way to “cure” me.

principles—no meat-eating, no intoxica-
tion, no illicit sex, and no gambling. I also
stated that I liked their dazzling drutis,
ecstatic kirtanas,t and sumptuous prasa-
darr. (1 had picked up all these terms from
their publicity handouts.) I went to a typ-
ing institute and had the application typed
out, ISKCON was an international soci-
ety, so I thought everything had to be
formalized and just right.

Then I went to the Hare Krsna asrama
at Juhu and asked who the president was.
It wasn’t difficult to get to see him. His
name was Girirdja dasa. He went through
my letter-application, and on the spot he
accepted me and embraced me. Not only
that: he welcomed me in and immediately
introduced me to all the aSramites as a new
devotee.

I quickly adjusted to my new lifestyle. I
had a new home, a new uniform, new
associates, a new program—almost every-
thing was new to me. Nonetheless, I im-
mediately embraced all of it and liked it.
Although the devotees were mostly foreign-

tArati is the formal worship of the Deity form
of the Lord, and kirtana is congregational
chanting of Hare Krsna.

ers, I felt completely at home. I was deter-
mined to make this my life’s commitment.

One week passed quickly. Then my
elder brother arrived at the temple with
one of my old roommates. Among the
things I had left in my room was a handbill
with the Hare Krsna address at Juhu on it.
That’s how they’d found me. It was no big
surprise to them that I'd joined the devo-
tees. They had been expecting something
like this for some time, and now all they
had feared had come to pass.

My brother wanted me to visit my fami-
ly, especially for the sake of my mother. If
I wouldn’t go she might die, he said. But
he assured me my family had no objection
to my returning after the visit. I had al-
ways respected my brother, and here he
was practically begging me to return
home, saying that it was a matter of life
and death for my affectionate mother and
that I could return soon. Finally, I asked
permission from Girirdja and left, wearing
my new uniform of dhoti and kurta.

After 1 arrived in my village, people
began saying that though I used to be such
a nice boy, now something had gone
wrong with me. The difference was that I
was wearing a dhoti and kurta, chanting
Hare Krsna, and avoiding the associa-
tion of nondevotees. The townspeople
considered all these things strange and
abnormal.

My father requested me not to wear my
new clothes and not to put on tilaka,
even though he wore clothes similar to
mine and occasionally wore tilaka himself.
He was a devotee of Lord Vittala, a form
of Lord Visnu, or Krsna, and devotees of
Lord Vittala apply tilaka in a way similar
to that of the Hare Krsna devotees. On
special occasions my father would put on
his tilaka, but he didn’t want me to imitate
him, because he was worried about what
people would think. (If such is the re-
action of Indian parents, I can hardly im-
agine the reaction of parents of devotees
in other lands).

Thus my parents tried everything in
their power to dissuade me from returning
to the Hare Krsna devotees. They even
went to astrologers to learn some way to
“cure” me or to find out how long I would
continue living this “strange type of life.”
They were really concerned.

More than a week passed, yet no plans
were made for my return to the devotees,
as per the original agreement between my
brother and me. My parents kept telling
me that some relative or other still had to
come see me and that it wouldn’t be proper
for me to leave without meeting him. My
family planned to enlist the relatives as
agents to somehow or other talk me out of
this sadhu business. My parents tried ev-
erything on me, but my mind was fixed on
going back to the Hare Krsna devotees.

One day I saw my sister shedding tears.



When someone asked her what was
wrong, she replied, “Just see how in our
house all the other boys are nicely en-
gaged in playing cards, but my brother
Raghunatha isn’t sitting with them.” Such
was the cause of her tears. She was feeling
sorry that I wasn’t playing cards with the
other boys but was instead busy chanting
the holy names of God on my beads.
When my family all realized I wouldn’t
give up the life I had embraced, they came
up with the proposal that I could continue
the life of a sadhu but that I should do it in
our village. They promised to build a small
temple so I could do my devotional prac-
tices there. I rejected this idea, too, how-
ever, because I wanted to associate with
the devotees. There is no question of lead-
ing a spiritual life without proper associa-
tion, without the association of devotees
who are practicing Krsna consciousness
full-time. [ didn’t want to be just another
bogus sadhu. India was already over-
crowded and overburdened with them. I

wanted to engage in the service of Krsnain
the Hare Krsna movement. Srila Prabhu-
pada had already cleared my path. He had

_given me my life’s mission, and I was fully

satisfied once and for all with that.

I had sold my heart to Srila Prabhupada
and Lord Krsna. So, finally, my family ac-
cepted the inevitable. I returned to Bom-
bay after about a month and moved back
into the dsrama. Since I had stayed in my
village quite a long time, [ wasn’t sure how
Giriraja and the other devotees would
react to my return. When they saw me,
however, I was surprised to find myself
most welcome, just as before—and they
were surprised to see me back in their
midst. Their experience had been that
many Indian devotees had come and
gone, promising to return soon, but hardly
any had actually returned. Thus they were
surprised and pleased to see me. By the
causeless mercy of my spiritual master,
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, and Lord Sri Krsna,

the Supreme Personality of Godhead, my
return to the devotees became possible.

Postscript

Although it may appear that my joining
ISKCON disrupted my family’s life and
caused a disturbance in my small village,
these negative effects were only temporary.
In the years since I joined ISKCON. I and
many other devotees have often wvisited
Aravade and taught the principles of Krsna
consciousness, and now my family—and
my whole village —embrace ISKCON as a
genuine religious movement. There are
seven full-time devotees from there, my
sister has enrolled her son into the ISKCON
gurukula school in Vrndavana, and when-
ever I see my father he asks me for tilaka
and proudly decorates his forehead with
it. Also, my family and many other families
in Aravade regularly chant Hare Krsna on
beads. All in all, my whole village loves
the Hare Krsna movement, and there is no
disruption of any kind. i

We welcome your letters. Write to
BACK TO GODHEAD
51 West Allens Lane
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19119

LEETERS

I recently met some Hare Krishna devo-
tees in Wellington, New Zealand. Now I
attend their Sunday feast program, chant
the Hare Krishna maha-mantra, and read
Srila Prabhupada’s books and BAcCK 1O
GODHEAD magazine, and I love it.

But I am a bit sad to hear how Srila
Prabhupada and many of his disciples say
that modern scientists are atheistic fools. I
myself am a scientist and have studied
seismology, plate tectonics, volcanism,
etc., but I don’t think that this has made
me atheistic. Rather, I see how God is
working within His own creation, and how
He is the greatest artist and engineer.

I understand that the Hare Krishna
movement is a genuine movement based
on the teachings of the Bhagavad-gita.
But the Gita states that the intelligent and
educated people—like scientists, doctors,
and engineers—are the leaders of society,
the brahmanas. Why do you exclude them
from your movement?

B.P. Jnanasindhu
Wellington, New Zealand

OUR REPLY: It is certainly true that in his
books and lectures Srila Prabhupada criti-
cizes atheistic scientists who try to dis-
prove the existence of God and the eternal
soul. But there is good reason for this criti-
cism. To explain the origin of the universe,
these scientists put forward such ideas as
the Big Bang theory, as if it were more sci-

entific to believe that an explosion rather
than a supremely powerful person has
created the universe. And to explain the
origin of life and complex living forms,
these scientists rely on the neo-Darwinian
theory of evolution, which states that life
is a product of matter and that complex
biological form has developed by “natural
selection,” or, in other words, by chance.
The theory of evolution directly opposes
the teachings of the Bhagavad-gita and
other Vedic literatures, which emphatically
state that life, or consciousness, is not a
product of matter but a symptom of the
eternal soul and that all form, complex or
simple, has been created by God. (For a
detailed explanation of the origin of life,
the cosmos, and complex form, see Mech-
anistic and Nonmechanistic Science, by Dr.
Richard L. Thompson [Sadaputa dasa].)
Since neither the Big Bang theory nor
the theory of evolution have been con-
clusively proved—nor can they ever be
proved—the “scientists” who adhere to
such theories are not scientists at all:
they're atheistic fools. Such fools misuse
their intelligence to direct human society
away from the path of God consciousness.
Therefore, though they certainly are intel-
ligent by mundane standards, they can’t
be called brahmanas. According to the
Vedic literature, a brahmana is one who
knows Brahman, the Absolute Truth. And
the highest conception of the Absolute

Truth is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Krsna.

So rather than trying to deride God,
modern scientists should use their intelli-
gence, as you have, to understand how He
is directing the phenomena of material na-
ture. And beyond simply understanding
how God is acting through nature, every
scientist should glorify the Lord through
his scientific specialty. This, says the
Srimad-Bhagavatam, is the true purpose
of all learning.

Not long ago I had an opportunity to as-
sociate with a few devotees of the Hare
Krishna movement. At first, being quite
apprehensive, I decided that | would be
safe from the clutches of these fallen souls
as long as I maintained my distance and
immersed myself in love of God and asked
Jesus for assistance in delivering these un-
fortunate followers of this new-age cult.

To accomplish this, I knew that I must
first delve into the heart of this movement
and embrace just what I myself resisted
most before I could ever raise a single
soul. And so I exposed myself to these
foreign teachings, knowing all too well
that I might never return. Butif I followed
my heart, [ knew, my love for Jesus would
never lead me astray.

As our association became stronger, my
doubts evaporated, and my apprehension
was replaced by a love of God I had
never before experienced within my own
teachings.

Rev. Mark Shelley Kenzer

e

Laguna Beach e
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Lord Krsna’s Cuisine

The Savory Samosa

Bursting with a harmony of flavors, this spicy vegetable-stuffed pastry
is a classic favorite of Lord Krsna and His devotees.

Text and photo by
VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

fter a long series of experiments,

researchers at the Pacific Medical
Center in San Francisco recently showed
that the constituents of our food alter our
moods and thoughts by changing the
chemistry of the brain. Their statement:
“The food that we eat has intimate effects
on the brain, on our appetite, our mood,
our ability to sleep and to think.” A practi-
cal proof of this is that the students at
schools in Fulton County, Georgia, where
junk foods have been banned in favor of
natural and nutritious meals, are report-
edly learning quicker, staying healthier,
and even behaving better.

Devotees of Lord Krsna eat only prasad-
am (vegetarian food that’s been offered to
Krsna). What effect does prasadam have
on the brain? Besides doing all the good
things that any well-balanced vegetarian
diet does, prasadam also gives us the abili-
ty to think clearly about the nature of mat-
ter, spirit, and God.

How? Not because it contains certain
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vitamins and minerals, or complementary
proteins, or just the right amount of the
right kinds of carbohydrates. Prasdadam
has all these things, but that’s not why it’s
spiritually potent. Since prasadam isn’t
material, we can’t analyze its spiritual
potency in material terms. Only by appre-
ciating the value of offering our food to
Krsna can we understand how prasadam
can make us spiritually intelligent—so in-
telligent, in fact, that we feel inclined to
chant the holy names of God and dance in
ecstasy.

Naturally, the average person will pooh-
pooh this effect of prasadam, considering
it the result of religious fanaticism, brain-
washing, or mere sentimentality. But those
with a little faith—the above-average—
can take note of this statement from the
foremost of all Vedic scriptures, the five-
thousand-year-old Srimad-Bhagavatam:
“In the present Age of Quarrel and Hy-
pocrisy, those who are intelligent will wor-
ship God by performing congregational

chanting of His holy names.”

Of course, one thing about prasadam
that none of us needs any scriptural proof
for is that it tastes great. And that’s part of
the meaning of prasadam—“the mercy of
the Lord.” Out of His mercy, Krspa makes
Himself available to us in the form of deli-
cious spiritual food. We can all enjoy
prasddam to our hearts’ content, whether
we know its spiritual potency or not. And
even if we’'re unaware of its spiritual po-
tency, prasdidam makes us spiritually in-
telligent, just as nutritious food makes
us healthy even if we don’t know it’s
nutritious.

This month we're featuring one of the
most popular of all prasadam prepara-
tions: the deep-fried, stuffed savory pastry
called samosd.

When you bite into a warm samosa, the
first thing you’ll notice is its wonderfully
tender, thin pastry crust, golden-brown
from deep-frying. Inside are peas, potatoes,
or small chunks of cauliflower, seasoned



(Recipe by Yamuna-devi dasi)

Pastry with Cauliflower-and-Pea Stuffing
(Gobi-Mattar Samosa)

Yield: about 20 pastries 2V2 by 3%z inches
Preparation time: about 12 hours

Ingredients for the pastry:

1% cups unbleached white pastry flour or all-
purpose flour

14 teaspoon salt

scant Y4 teaspoon baking powder

314 cups ghee (clarified butter) or 3 cups nut
or vegetable oil and 2 tablespoons ghee

2 tablespoons plain yogurt

Ya cup cold water

Ingredients for the vegetable stuffing:

2 tablespoons ghee

2 teaspoons peeled ginger root, minced fine

1 to 3 teaspoons fresh green chilies, minced
fine

1'% tablespoons cumin seeds

14 teaspoon mild asafetida (try an Indian
grocery)

12 tablespoon white poppy seeds, if available

14 ounces cauliflower flowerettes

1% to 1% cup fresh peas

14 tablespoons coriander powder

4 teaspoon turmeric

14 teaspoon garam masala (try an Indian
grocery)

1 teaspoon salt

1 tablespoon fresh coriander or parsley
leaves, minced fine

1 tablespoon water

Equipment:

mixing bowl

2 small bowls

cookie sheet

aluminum foil or plastic wrap

10- to 12-inch wok or similar frying pan
slotted spoon

frying thermometer (optional)

11- by 14-inch baking dish

Procedure for making the pastry:

1. Mix the flour, salt, and baking powder in
the mixing bowl.

2. Sprinkle warm ghee over the mixture
and rub it between your fingertips until it's the
consistency of dry oatmeal.

3. Make a depression in the center of the
mixture, add the yogurt and % cup water,
quickly stir, and gather into a ball.

4. Adding % teaspoon at a time, sprinkle
up to 2 more teaspoons of water to cause the
mixture to cohere into a stiff pastry dough.

5. Knead the dough on a smooth surface
for 8 to 10 minutes, or until it's uniform and
elastic. Then shape the dough into a ball,
place it into a bowl, and drape it with a
moist towel. Let it sit while you prepare the
cauliflower-and-pea stuffing.

N

- Procedure for making the vegetable stutfing:

1. Steam the peas and cauliflower flower-
ettes until tender.

2. Over a medium-high flame, heat 2 table-
spoons of ghee in a 10- to 12-inch frying pan
until a drop of water flicked into the pan sput-
ters instantly. Toss in the minced ginger, chilies,
and cumin seeds, and when the seeds begin to
darken add the asafetida and white poppy
seeds. When the cumin sceds have turned
dark brown, stir in the steamed cauliflower
and peas.

3. Reduce the flame to low, add all the re-
maining seasonings, stir, cover, and cook for
about 5 minutes. Remove the lid and fry, un-
covered, until the vegetable is thoroughly
dry. Remove, mash to a coarse consistency,
and cool to room temperature. You'll need to
mash the filling enough so that the vegetables
are no longer so ragged that they can pierce
through the thin pastry casings. If you mash
the stuffing too much, however. there won't
be enough to fill the 20 pastries. After a few
practice runs you’ll find the texture you like
best, and you can adjust the amount of veg-
etable accordingly.

4. Divide the stuffing into 20 equal por-
tions.

Procedure for shaping, filling, and frying the
pastries (see illustrations):

1. Roll the dough into a cylinder 10 inches
long, cut the cylinder into 10 equal pieces, and
drape a moist cloth over them.

2. Take one piece of dough and make a
smooth patty by pressing it under your palm.
Dredge the patty with flour once on both
sides and, with a rolling pin, flatten it into a
thin, round disk 6" inches across. Then cut
the disk in half with a sharp paring knife.

3. Dip your finger into a bowl of water and
moisten the straight edge of one semicircle.
Now shape the semicircle into a cone, gently
but firmly pressing the moistened edges to-
gether so they’ll stay sealed.

4. Carefully place one portion of the veg-
etable stuffing into the pastry cone. Dip your
finger into the bowl of water and moisten the
inside top edges of the cone. Then firmly press
the moistened edges together, thoroughly
sealing the stuffing inside the triangular pas-
try casing. Now place the samosa on the cookie
sheet, seam-side down. Finish rolling, stuff-
ing, and shaping the remaining samosas.

5. Over a medium-high flame, heat the
ghee or oil in the wok until it’s about 363°F.
(You can use a deep-frying thermometer if
you have one.) Slip 4 or 5 samosds into the hot
ghee or oil and fry for 3 to 6 minutes, or until
the crust is crisp and an even golden brown.
Transfer the samosds to a baking dish lined
with a paper towel. Drain and offer to Krsna
immediately, or keep warm in an oven pre-
heated to 250° while you're frying the re-
maining samosas.

N

2

not too little so that the samosd’s bland,
and not too much so that it’s hot, but just
enough to delight the palate. Many flavors
harmonize as you taste the crust and filling
together, all permeated by the rich, regal

flavor of the ghee (clarified butter) that
the samosa was cooked in.

Even though they taste great, however,
there’s no point in relishing samosds un-
less they’ve been offered to Krsna. That's

when they become prasddam. Then when
we cat them, besides being delicious
they’ll draw our thoughts from matter to
spirit—and that will be the perfection of
our eating. o
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

The Senses: Gratification or Purification?

This exchange between His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
and some of his disciples took place in
April 1975 during an early-morning walk
in Mayapur, India.

Devotee: Srila Prabhupada, sometimes
people argue that if there is no God, it
doesn’t matter what I do, and if there is a
God, then He is controlling everything
and it still doesn’t matter what I do,
because everything is predetermined
anyway. In either case, I am free to do
anything I like.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, but why do you
suffer?

Devotee: Well, it’s all God’s plan. I
suffer according to God’s plan.

Srila Prabhupada: No. It is not God’s
plan that you suffer; you suffer because
you violate God’s laws. He is controlling
everything, but He has given you minute
independence: you can either follow His
laws or violate them. But you are so
foolish that you do not understand you
are suffering. Your position is like that of
the cats and dogs, who also cannot under-
stand that they are suffering.

Our point is that you are suffering be-
cause you have violated God’s laws, and
if you become obedient to God you will
not suffer. But you are such a fool, such a
rascal, that you do not even know that
you are suffering.

Devotee: But the devotees also seem to
be suffering.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, but they are not
suffering like the nondevotees. Material
life, which is the cause of suffering, is like
a disease, and devotees are giving up this
diseased condition of life for Krsna con-
sciousness. If you are suffering from some
disease, you cannot expect to be cured
immediately. But one who is taking the
medicine is very intelligent. His sufferings
will soon be gone. But these nondevotee
rascals will not even take the medicine—
Krsna consciousness—so they will con-
tinue to suffer. ;

And for the most part, devotees enjoy.
Why are you always chanting Hare Krsna
and dancing unless you are enjoying?
Devotee: Sometimes I get a sick stomach,
too.

Srila Prabhupada: That’s because you
have a material body. But your suffering

is just like the movement of a fan that has
been switched off. The fan is still mov-
ing, but the switch is off; so it will soon
stop. Similarly, your suffering will soon
stop, because you are acting on the spiri-
tual platform. And after giving up this
body, you will have a completely blissful
life. As Krsna says in the Bhagavad-gita
[4.9], tyaktva dehar punar janma naiti:
“After giving up the body, a devotee
doesn’t take birth again in the material
world.” You are not going to get another
material body, full of suffering. That is
your advantage.

But these nondevotee rascals are going
to continue getting body after body, all
full of suffering. They will have to accept
one body and suffer, and then again they’ll
have to give up that body and take an-
other body and suffer. Aslong as one ac-
cepts a material body he will have to
suffer, because having a material body
means suffering. So those who are not
Krsna conscious will change bodies one
after another and continue to suffer the
threefold miseries [those caused by the
body and mind, those caused by other liv-
ing beings, and those caused by natural
calamities].

But devotees, even if they appear to be
undergoing some suffering, will eventually
give up the material body and remain in
their spiritual body, free from all suffering.

Devotee: [taking the position of a materi-
alist] That is simply your faith.

Srila Prabhupada: And it is your faith
that you do not believe it. We are accept-
ing the words of the Bhagavad-gita on
faith, so we have a chance of getting pro-
moted to the spiritual world. But you
have no faitk, so you are sure to continue
suffering in the material world. We are at
least willing to take the chance, but you
are so foolish that you are not willing to
take the chance. So your suffering is sure
to continue.

Devotee: Indians often say, “Well, I will
take the chance when Krsna wishes. His
will is supreme, so whenever He wishes
He will make me Krsna conscious.”
Srila Prabhupada: In the Bhagavad-gita
[18.66], Krsna says, sarva-dharman pari-
tyajya mam ekari Saranam vraja: “Give up
all your nonsense and surrender unto Me.
Become Krsna conscious.” So, Krsna
wishes that you surrender to Him. Why
don’t you obey His wish?

Devotee: Why does Krsna arrange for the
pleasures of sense gratification if they only
bring us suffering?

Srila Prabhupada: Again, the same an-
swer: Krsna has given us minute indepen-
dence —we can use our senses for either
sense gratification or for serving Him,
which is the real pleasure of the senses.
The senses are meant for enjoyment, but
if you try to enjoy your senses in a dis-
eased way— by gratifying them —that is
your misfortune, and you will have to
suffer. You have to cure your disease by
becoming Krsna conscious. Then you
will enjoy unlimitedly.

We are not like the Mayavadis [imper-
sonalists], who want to destroy the senses
and become senseless. That is not our
program. We want to purify the senses
(sarvopadhi-vinirmuktarm tat-paratvena
nirmalam). Suppose a man cannot see
because he has glaucoma. The mayavada
program is that if your eye is giving you
trouble and you cannot see, pluck it out.
That is not our program. We want to cure
the disease so you can see very nicely.
So, our senses should be cured of the ma-
terial disease by our practicing Krsna
consciousness. Then we will be able to
enjoy real sense pleasure by using our
senses in the service of Hrsikesa [Krsna],
the master of the senses. o)}
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Book Section -

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the “cream of the Vedic literatures” of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The origi-
nal Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acdrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: “The Status Quo”

CHAPTER TWO
Remembrance of Lord Krsna

In this installment of our continuing presentation of Stimad-Bhagavatam,
Uddhava, one of Lord Krsna’s intimate associates, comes out of an ecstat-
ic trance and informs the great devotee Vidura of the Lord’s dis-
appearance from the world. Then Uddhava begins recounting the Lord’s
pastimes.

TEXT 6

TRREEEE T |
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Sanakair bhagaval-lokan
nrlokar punar agatah

vimpjya netre viduram
prityahoddhava utsmayan

Sanakaih—gradually; bhagavat—the Lord; lokat—from the abode:
nrlokam—the planet of the human beings; punah dgatah—coming
again; vimrjya—wiping: netre—eyes: viduram —unto Vidura; pritya—
in affection; aha—said; uddhavah—Uddhava: utsmayan—Dby all those
remembrances.

TRANSLATION

The great devotee Uddhava soon came back from the abode of
the Lord to the human plane, and wiping his eyes, he awakened his
reminiscence of the past and spoke to Vidura in a pleasing mood.

PURPORT

When Uddhava was fully absorbed in the transcendental ecstasy of
love of God, he actually forgot all about the external world. The pure
devotee lives constantly in the abode of the Supreme Lord, even in the
present body, which apparently belongs to this world. The pure devotee
is not exactly on the bodily plane, since he is absorbed in the transcen-
dental thought of the Supreme. When Uddhava wanted to speak to
Vidura, he came down from the abode of the Lord, Dviraka, to the ma-
terial plane of human beings. Even though a pure devotee is present on
this mortal planet, he is here in relation to the Lord for engagement in
transcendental loving service, and not for any material cause. A living
entity can live either on the material plane or in the transcendental abode
of the Lord, in accordance with his existential condition. The conditional
changes of the living entity are explained in the Caitanya-caritamrta in
the instructions given to Srila Ripa Gosvami by Lord Sri Caitanya: “The
living entities all over the universes are enjoying the effects of the re-
spective fruitive results of their own work, life after life. Out of all of
them, some may be influenced by the association of pure devotees and
thus get the chance to execute devotional service by attainment of taste.
This taste is the seed of devotional service, and one who is fortunate
enough to have received such a seed is advised to sow it in the core of his

heart. As one cultivates a seed by pouring water to fructify it, the seed of
devotional service sown in the heart of the devotee may be cultured by
pouring water in the form of hearing and chanting of the holy name and
pastimes of the Lord. The creeper of devotional service, so nourished,
gradually grows, and the devotee, acting as a gardener, goes on pouring
the water of constant hearing and chanting. The creeper of devotional
service gradually grows so high that it passes through the entire material
universe and enters into the spiritual sky, growing still higher and
higher until it reaches the planet Goloka Vrndavana. The devotee-
gardener is in touch with the abode of the Lord even from the material
plane by dint of performing devotional service to the Lord simply by
hearing and chanting. As a creeper takes shelter of another, stronger
tree, similarly the creeper of devotional service, nourished by the devo-
tee, takes shelter of the lotus feet of the Lord and thus becomes fixed.
When the creeper is fixed. then the fruit of the creeper comes into exis-
tence, and the gardener who nourished it is able to enjoy this fruit of
love. and his life becomes successful.” That Uddhava attained this stage
is evident from his dealings. He could simultaneously reach the supreme
planet and still appear in this world.

TEXT 7
I&d ITT

FOYANTTS. IR € |
fhga TUd It Ty TR N o |

uddhava uvdca
krsna-dyumani nimloce
girnesv ajagarena ha
ki nu nah kusalarh briyam
gata-srisu grhesv aham

uddhavah wvdca—Sri Uddhava said; krsna-dyumani—the Krsna
sun; nimloce—having set; girnesu—being swallowed: ajegarena—by
the great snake: ha—in the past; him—what; nu—else; nah—our;
kusalam—welfare: briyam—may | say: gata—gone away: Srisu
grhesu—in the house; aham—L.

TRANSLATION

Sri Uddhava said: My dear Vidura, the sun of the world, Lord
Krsna, has set, and our house has now been swallowed by the great
snake of time. What can I say to you about our welfare?

PURPORT

The disappearance of the Krsna sun may be explained as follows, ac-
cording to the commentary of Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura,
Vidura was struck with great sorrow when he got the hint of the annihi-
lation of the great Yadu dynasty as well as of his own family, the Kuru
dynasty. Uddhava could understand the grief of Vidura, and therefore
he first of all wanted to sympathize with him by saying that after the
sunset everyone is in darkness. Since the entire world was merged in the
darkness of grief, neither Vidura nor Uddhava nor anyone else could be
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happy. Uddhava was as much aggrieved as Vidura, and there was
nothing further to be said about their welfare. -

The comparison of Krsna to the sun is very appropriate. As soon as the
sun sets, darkness automatically appears. But the darkness experienced
by the common man does not affect the sun itself either at the time of
sunrise or of sunset. Lord Krsna's appearance and disappearance are ex-
actly like that of the sun. He appears and disappears in innumerable uni-
verses, and as long as He is present in a particular universe there is all
transcendental light in that universe, but the universe from which He
passes away is put into darkness. His pastimes, however, are everlasting,
The Lord is always present in some universe, just as the sun is present in
either the eastern or the western hemisphere. The sun is always present
either in India or in America, but when the sun is present in India, the
American land is in darkness, and when the sun is present in America,
the Indian hemisphere is in darkness.

As the sun appears in the morning and gradually rises to the meridian
and then again sets in one hemisphere while simultaneously rising in the
other, so Lord Krsna's disappearance in one universe and the beginning
of His different pastimes in another take place simultaneously. As soon
as one pastime is finished here, it is manifested in another universe. And
thus His nitya-lild, or eternal pastimes, are going on without ending. As
the sunrise takes place once in twenty-four hours, similarly the pastimes
of Lord Krsna take place in a universe once in a daytime of
Brahma, the account of which is given in the Bhagavad-gita as
4,300,000,000 solar years. But wherever the Lord is present, all His dif-
ferent pastimes as described in the revealed scriptures take place at regu-
lar intervals. ;

As at sunset the snakes become powerful, thieves are encouraged,
ghosts become active, the lotus becomes disfigured and the cakravaki
laments, so with the disappearance of Lord Krsna, the atheists feel en-
livened, and the devotees become sorry.

TEXT 8
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durbhago bata loko *yarh
yadavo nitaram api
ye sarwasanto na vidur
harim mind ivodupam
durbhagah—unfortunate; bata—certainly: lokah—universe; ayam
—this; yadavah—the Yadu dynasty; nitaram—more specifically: api—
also; ye—those; samvasantah—living together; na—did not; viduh—
understand; harim—the Personality of Godhead; mingh—the fishes: iva
udupam—like the moon.

TRANSLATION

This universe with all its planets is most unfortunate. And even
more unfortunate are the members of the Yadu dynasty because
they could not identify Lord Hari as the Personality of Godhead,
any more than the fish could identify the moon.

PURPORT

Uddhava lamented for the unfortunate persons of the world who could
not recognize Lord Sr1 Krsna in spite of seeing all His transcendental
godly qualities. From the very beginning of His appearance within the
prison bars of King Karnsa up to His mausala-lila, although He exhibited
His potencies as the Personality of Godhead in the six opulences of
wealth, strength, fame, beauty, knowledge and renunciation, the foolish
persons of the world could not understand that He was the Supreme
Lord. Foolish persons might have thought Him an extraordinary historic
figure because they had no intimate touch with the Lord, but more
unfortunate were the family members of the Lord, the members of the
Yadu dynasty, who were always in company with the Lord but were un-
able to recognize Him as the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Uddhava
lamented his own fortune also because although he knew Krsna to be the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, he could not properly use the oppor-
tunity to render devotional service to the Lord. He regretted everyone’s
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misfortune, including his own. The pure devotee of the Lord thinks him-
self most unfortunate. That is due to excessive love for the Lord and is
one of the transcendental perceptions of viraha, the suffering of
separation.

[t is learned from the revealed scriptures that the moon was born from
the milk ocean. There is a milk ocean in the upper planets, and there
Lord Visnu, who controls the heart of every living being as Paramatma
(the Supersoul), resides as the Ksirodakasayl Visnu. Those who do not
believe in the existence of the ocean of milk because they have ex-
perience only of the salty water in the ocean should know that the world
is also called the 80, which means the cow. The urine of a cow is salty,
and according to Ayur-vedic medicine the cow’s urine is very effective in
treating patients suffering from liver trouble. Such patients may not
have any experience of the cow’s milk because milk is never given to
liver patients. But the liver patient may know that the cow has milk also,
although he has never tasted it. Similarly, men who have experience only
of this tiny planet where the saltwater ocean exists may take information
from the revealed scriptures that there is also an ocean of milk, although
we have never seen it. From this ocean of milk the moon was born, but
the fish in the milk ocean could not recognize that the moon was not
another fish and was different from them. The fish took the moon to be
one of them or maybe something illuminating, but nothing more. The
unfortunate persons who do not recognize Lord Krsna are like such fish,
They take Him to be one of them, although a little extraordinary in opu-
lence, strength, etc. The Bhagavad-gita (9.11) confirms such foolish
persons to be most unfortunate: avajananti mam mudhd manusirh

- tanum dsritam.

TEXT 9
g geliel CHFRmE T |
WA @ w0 S

ingita-jiah puru-praudha
ekaramads ca satvatah

satvatam rsabham sarve
bhitavasam amarmsata

ingita-jidh—expert in psychic study; puru-praudhah—highly ex-
perienced; eka—one; @ramah—relaxation; ca—also; satvatah—devo-
tees, or own men; salvatam rsabham—head of the family; sarve—all;
bhiita-avasam—all-pervading; amamsata—could think.

TRANSLATION

The Yadus were all experienced devotees, learned and expert in
psychic study. Over and above this, they were always with the Lord
in all kinds of relaxations, and still they were only able to know
Him as the one Supreme who dwells everywhere.

PURPORT

In the Vedas it is said that the Supreme Lord or the Paramatmi cannot
be understood simply by the strength of one’s erudition or power of
mental speculation: ndyam atma pravacanena labhyo na medhaya na
bahuna srutena (Katha Upanisad 1.2.23). He can be known only by one
who has the mercy of the Lord. The Yadavas were all exceptionally
learned and experienced, but in spite of their knowing the Lord as the
one who lives in everyone's heart, they could not understand that He is
the original Personality of Godhead. This lack of knowledge was not due
to their insufficient erudition; it was due to their misfortune. In
Vrndavana, however, the Lord was not even knoln as the Paramatma
because the residents of Vrndavana were pure unconventional devotees
of the Lord and could think of Him only as their object of love. They did
not know that He is the Personality of Godhead. The Yadus, or the resi-
dents of Dviraka, however, could know Lord Krsna as Vasudeva. or the
Supersoul living everywhere, but not as the Supreme Lord. As scholars
of the Vedas, they verified the Vedic hymns: eko devah...sarva-
bhutadhivasah . . . antaryami. .. and vrspindm para-devatd. ... The
Yadus, therefore, accepted Lord Krsna as the Supersoul incarnated in
their family, and not more than that.
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TEXT 10
AT AN T Y RREGIT |
AP IR aEreReaaeA & 112 ol

devasya mayaya sprsta
ye canyad asad-dsritah
bhramyate dhir na tad-vakyair
dtmany uptdtmano harau

devasya—of the Personality of Godhead; mayaya—by the influence
of external energy: sprst@h—infected; ye—all those; ca—and: anyat—
others; asat—illusory: d@sritah—being taken to; bhramyate—bewilder;
dhih—intelligence; na—not; tat—of them: vikyaih—Dby those words;
atmani—in the Supreme Self; upta-atmanah—surrendered souls;
harau—unto the Lord,

TRANSLATION

Under no circumstances can the words of persons bewildered by
the illusory energy of the Lord deviate the intelligence of those
who are completely surrendered souls.

PURPORT

Lord Sri Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead according to all
the evidences of the Vedas. He is accepted by all dcaryas, including
Sripada Sankaracarya. But when He was present in the world, different
classes of men accepted Him differently, and therefore their calculations
of the Lord were also different. Generally, persons who had faith in the
revealed scriptures accepted the Lord as He is, and all of them merged
into great bereavement when the Lord disappeared from the world. In
the First Canto we have already discussed the lamentation of Arjuna and
Yudhisthira, to whom the disappearance of Lord Krsna was almost in-
tolerable up to the end of their lives.

The Yadavas were only partially cognizant of the Lord, but they are
also glorious because they had the opportunity to associate with the Lord,
who acted as the head of their family, and they also rendered the Lord
intimate service. The Yadavas and other devotees of the Lord are dif-
ferent from those who wrongly calculated Him to be an ordinary human
personality. Such persons are certainly bewildered by the illusory en-
ergy. They are hellish and are envious of the Supreme Lord. The illusory

energy acts very powerfully on them because in spite of their elevated.

mundane education, such persons are faithless and are infected by the
mentality of atheism. They are always very eager to establish that Lord
Krsna was an ordinary man who was killed by a hunter due to His many
Impious acts in plotting to kill the sons of Dhrtarastra and Jarasandha,
the demoniac kings of the earth. Such persons have no faith in the state-
ment of the Bhagavad-gita that the Lord is unaffected by the reactions of
work: na mam karmapi limpanti. According to the atheistic point
of view, Lord Krsna's family, the Yadu dynasty, was vanquished due to
being cursed by the brahmanas for the sins committed by Krsna in kill-
ing the sons of Dhrtarastra, etc. All these blasphemies do not touch the
heart of the devotees of the Lord because they know perfectly well what
is what. Their intelligence regarding the Lord is never disturbed. But
those who are disturbed by the statements of the asuras are also con-
demned. That is what Uddhava meant in this verse.

TEXT 11
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pradarsyatapta-tapasam
avitrpta-drsam nrpam

adayantar adhad yas tu
sva-bimbam loka-locanam

pradar§ya—by exhibiting; atapta—without undergoing; tapasam—

penances; avitrpta-dréam—without fulfillment of vision; nrpam—of

persons; adaya—taking: antah—disappearance; adhdt—performed:
yah—He who; tu—but: sva-bimbam—His own form: loka-locanam—
public vision.

TRANSLATION

Lord Sri Krsna, who manifested His eternal form before the
vision of all on the earth, performed His disappearance by remov-
ing His form from the sight of those who were unable to see Him
[as He is] due to not executing required penance.

PURPORT

In this verse the word avitrpta-drs@m is most significant. The condi-
tioned souls in the material world are all trying to satisfy their senses in
various ways, but they have failed to do so because it is impossible to be
satisfied by such efforts. The example of the fish on land is very ap-
propriate. If one takes a fish from the water and puts in on the land, it
cannot be made happy by any amount of offered pleasure. The spirit soul
can be happy only in the association of the supreme living being, the
Personality of Godhead, and nowhere else. The Lord, by His unlimited
causeless mercy, has innumerable Vaikuntha planets in the brahmajyoti
sphere of the spiritual world, and in that transcendental world there is an
unlimited arrangement for the unlimited pleasure of the living entities.

The Lord Himself comes to display His transcendental pastimes,
typically represented at Vrndavana, Mathura and Dvaraka. He appears
just to attract the conditioned souls back to Godhead, back home to the
eternal world. But for want of sufficient piety, the onlookers are not at-
tracted by such pastimes of the Lord. In Bhagavad-gitd it is said that
only those who have completely surpassed the way of sinful reaction can
engage themselves in the transcendental loving service of the Lord. The
entire Vedic way of ritualistic performances is to put every conditioned
soul on the path of piety. By strict adherence to the prescribed principles
for all orders of social life, one can attain the qualities of truthfulness,
control of the mind, control of the senses, forbearance, etc., and can be
elevated to the plane of rendering pure devotional service to the Lord.
Only by such a transcendental vision are one’s material hankerings fully
satisfied. :

When the Lord was present, persons who were able to satisfy their ma-
terial hankerings by seeing Him in true perspective were thus able to go
back with Him to His kingdom. But those persons who were unable to see
the Lord as He is remained attached to material hankerings and were not
able to go back home, back to Godhead. When the Lord passed beyond
the vision of all, He did so in His original eternal form, as stated in this
verse. The Lord left in His own body; He did not leave His body as is
generally misunderstood by the conditioned souls. This statement defeats
the false propaganda of the faithless nondevotees that the Lord passed
away like an ordinary conditioned soul. The Lord appeared in order to
release the world from the undue burden of the nonbelieving asuras, and
after doing this, He disappeared from the world’s eyes.

TEXT 12

CC L o TR

yan martya-lilaupayikari sva-yoga-
maya-balarh darsayata grhitam

vismapanar svasya ca saubhagarddheh
param padam bhiisana-bhisandangam

yat—His eternal form which: martya—mortal world; Iila-
upayikam—just suitable for the pastimes; sva-yoga-maya-balam—
potency of the internal energy: darsayata—for manifestation:
grhitam—discovered: vismapanam—wonderful; svasya—of His own:
ca—and; saubhaga-rddheh—of the opulent; ' param—supreme; pa-
dam—ultimate stand: bhisana—ornament: bhisana-arigam—of the
ornaments.
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222 grimad-th‘zgavatmn

[Canto 3, Ch. 2, Text 14]

TRANSLATION

The Lord appeared in the mortal world by His internal potency,
yoga-maya. He came in His eternal form, which is just suitable for
His pastimes. These pastimes were wonderful for everyone, even
for those proud of their own opulence, including the Lord Him-
self in His form as the Lord of Vaikuntha. Thus His [Sri Krsna’s]

transcendental body is the ornament of all ornaments.

PURPORT

In conformity with the Vedic hymns (nityo nityandam cetanas
cetandanam), the Personality of Godhead is more excellent than all other
living beings within all the universes in the material world. He is the
chief of all living entities: no one can surpass Him or be equal to Him in
wealth, strength, fame, beauty, knowledge or renunciation: When Lord
Krsna was within this universe, He seemed to be a human being because
He appeared in a manner just suitable for His pastimes in the mortal
world. He did not appear in human society in His Vaikuntha feature with
four hands because that would not have been suitable for His pastimes.
But in spite of His appearing as a human being, no one was or is equal to
Him in any respect in any of the six different opulences. Everyone is
more or less proud of his opulence in this world, but when Lord Krsna
was in human society, He excelled all His contemporaries within the
universe.

When the Lord’s pastimes are visible to the human eye, they are called
prakata, and when they are not visible they are called.aprakata. In fact,
the Lord’s pastimes never stop, just as the sun never leaves the sky. The
sun is always in its right orbit in the sky, but it is sometimes visible and
sometimes invisible to our limited vision. Similarly, the pastimes of the
Lord are always current in one universe or another, and when Lord
Kysna disappeared from the transcendental abode of Dvaraka, it was
simply a disappearance from the eyes of the people there. It should not
be misunderstood that His transcendental body, which is just suitable for
the pastimes in the mortal world, is in any way inferior to His different
expansions in the Vaikunthalokas. His body manifested in the material
world is transcendental par excellence in the sense that His pastimes in
the mortal world excel His mercy displayed in the Vaikunthalokas. In the
Vaikunthalokas the Lord is merciful toward the liberated or nitya-mukta
living entities. but in His pastimes in the mortal world He is merciful
even to the fallen souls who are nitya-baddha, or conditioned forever.
The six excellent opulences which He displayed in the mortal world by
the agency of His internal potency, yoga-mdya, are rare even in the
Vaikunthalokas. All His pastimes were manifested not by the material
energy but by His spiritual energy. The excellence of His rasa-lila at
Vrndavana and His householder life with sixteen thousand wives is won-
derful even for Narayana in Vaikuntha and is certainly so for other liv-
ing entities within this mortal world. His pastimes are wonderful even
for other incarnations of the Lord, such as Sri Rama, Nrsirhha and
Varaha. His opulence was so superexcellent that His pastimes were
adored even by the Lord of Vaikuntha, who is not different from Lord
Krsna Himself.

TEXT 13
qEREAET Tl
firer TR fre: |
a4 ]
FReAd TEE W AE-
@t Sgshced 1231
yad dharma-sanor bata rdjasiye
nirthsya drk-svastyayanam tri-lokah
kdartsnyena cadyeha gatari vidhatur
arvak-srtau kausalam ity amanyata

yat—the form which; dharma-sainoh—of Maharaja Yudhisthira;
bata—certainly; rdjasiye—in the arena of the rdjasgya sacrifice;
nirthsya—by observing: drk—sight; svastyayanam—pleasing; tri-
lokah—the three worlds; kartsnyena—in sum total; ca—thus; adya—
today; iha—within the universe; gatam—surpassed; vidhatuh—of the
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creator (Brahmi); arvak—recent mankind; srtau—in the material
world; kausalam—dexterity; iti—thus; amanyata—contemplated.

TRANSLATION

All the demigods from the upper, lower and middle universal
planetary systems assembled at the altar of the rajasiiya sacrifice
performed by Maharaja Yudhisthira. After seeing the beautiful
bodily features of Lord Krsna, they all contemplated that He was
the ultimate dexterous creation of Brahma, the creator of human
beings. :

PURPORT

There was nothing comparable to the bodily features of Lord Krsna
when He was present in this world. The most beautiful object in the ma-
terial world may be compared to the blue lotus flower or the full moon in
the sky, but even the lotus flower and the moon were defeated by the
beauty of the bodily features of Lord Krsna, and this was certified by the
demigods, the most beautiful living creatures in the universe. The
demigods thought that Lord Krsna, like themselves, was also created by
Lord Brahma, but in fact Brahma was created by Lord Krsna. It was not
within the power of Brahma to create the transcendental beauty of the
Supreme Lord. No one is the creator of Krsna; rather, He is the creator
of everyone. As He says in Bhagavad-gita (10.8), aham sarvasya
prabhavo mattah sarvarh pravartate.

TEXT 14

FEATFALEE-

AR A R RS BT |
s - fhwagmEe-

- Prisyaey: fee geme 128N

yasyanurdga-pluta-hdsa-rasa-
lilavaloka-pratilabdha-mandh
vraja-striye drgbhir anupravrtta-

dhiyo 'vatasthuh kila krtya-sesah

yasya—whose; anurdga—attachment; pluta—enhanced by; hasa—
laughter; rdsa—humors; lili—pastimes; avaloka—glancing; prati-
labdha—obtained thereof: manah—anguished; vraja-striyah—damsels
of Vraja; drgbhih—with the eyes; anupravrtta—following: dhiyah—by
intelligence; avatasthuh—sat silently; kila—indeed: krtya-sesah—with-
out finishing household duties.

TRANSLATION

The damsels of Vraja, after pastimes of laughter, humor and ex-
changes of glances, were anguished when Krsna lef ., They
used to follow Him with their eyes, and thus they sa: down with
stunned intelligence and could not finish their household duties.

PURPORT

In His boyhood at Vrodivana, Lord Krsna was notorious as a teasing
friend iu transcendental love to all the girls His age. His love for them
was so intense that there is no comparison to that ecstasy, and the dam-
sels of Vraja were so much attached to Him that their affection excelled
that of the great demigods like Brahma and Siva. Lord Krsna finally ad-
mitted His defeat before the transcendental affection of the gopis and
declared that He was unable to repay them for their unalloyed affection.
Although the gopis were seemingly anguished by the Lord’s teasing
behavior, when Krsna would leave them they could not tolerate the
separation and used to follow Him with their eyes and minds. They were
so stunned by the situation that they could not finish their household
duties. No one could excel Him even in the dealing of love exchanged be-
tween boys and girls. It is said in the revealed scriptures that Lord Krsna
personally never goes beyond the boundary of Vrndavana. He remains
there eternally because of the transcendental love of the inhabitants.
Thus even though He is not visible at present, He is not away from
Vrndavana for a moment.

(continued in next issue)



EveryTown and Village

A look at the worldwide activities of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

English Punk-Rocker Lora Logic
Now Sings for Krsna

London— Lora Logic, the English punk-
rock singer and saxophonist, is now a full-
time devotee in the Hare Krsna movement.
The twenty-two-year-old Ms. Logic (now
Syama-manjari-devi dasi) took formal
initiation into Krsna consciousness from
Srila Bhagavan dasa Goswami Gurudeva,
one of the present spiritual masters in the
Hare Krishna movement.

Commenting on her joining ISKCON,
Syama-manjari said, “For the first twenty-
one years of my life I was a devotee of
maya [illusion], giving my life to drugs and
rock music. I don’t have a taste for them
anymore, and for me to be happy there’s
nothing like Krsna consciousness.”

Last June in Glastonbury, England,
Syama-manjari joined with her old friend
Poly Styrene and other devotees to give a
taste of Krsna consciousness to thirty

- thousand people gathered for the Glaston-
bury Fair, one of England’s biggest rock
festivals.

Devotee musicians flew in from around
the world to perform, and, dressed in au-
thentic Vedic costumes, Syama-manjari
and Poly Styrene premiered their latest
Krsna conscious sound.

After one set, Syama-maijari com-
mented, “Singing about Krsna is com-
pletely opposite to singing about material
attractions—and the energy increases as
you go on.” Poly Styrene added, “Singing
songs for Krsna is much nicer, because
everyone’s trying to serve Him and there’s
no false ego. It's just like being in the
spiritual world.”

His Holiness Dhrstadyumna Swami,

Syama-manjari-devi dasi (formerly the popular
punk-rock singer-saxophonist Lora Logic) chants
Hare Krsna beneath a portrait of her spiri-
tual master, Srila Bhagavan dasa Goswami
Gurudeva.

who organized ISKCON's participation in
the festival, predicted that the spiritual
energy generated there will inspire many
who attended to become devotees. He
may be right, judging by this comment
from one young man: “I've just had the
ultimate ecstatic experience! The Hare
Krsna devotees should take this festival
over!”

Greek I$opanisad , Bhagavad-gita Published

Athens—For the first time, Greeks can
read Srila Prabhupada’s Bhagavad-gita As
It Is in their native tongue. The Greek
branch of the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
has printed one hundred thousand copies
of Bhagavad-gita As It Is—Srila Prabhu-
pada’s most widely read work—along
with an equal number of his Sri [Sopanisads.
Said Citraka dasa, president of the Athens
Hare Krsna center: “Authentic Vedic in-
formation is finally becoming available
here. This is a cause for jubilation!™

MEFIATH O THOM MO

Forty-three Editions of
Srila Prabhupada’s Gita
Shown at Conference

New Delhi— At a recent convention here
on the Bhagavad-gita, India’s internation-
ally renowned classic of spiritual science,
ISKCON devotees displayed editions of
Srila Prabhupada’s Bhagavad-gita As It Is
in forty-three languages. New Delhi’s Na-
tional Television Network and news agen-
cies enthusiastically noted the large number
of editions, and many of the dignitaries at
the conference recognized ISKCON as the
foremost distributor of the Gita through-
out the world.

The head of ISKCON’sdelegationtothe
conference was His Holiness Lokanatha
Swami, a regional secretary for India.
Speaking strongly on the theme of un-
alloyed devotion to Lord Krsna, he warned
against the pseudoreligionists who misuse
the Lord’s teachings for ulterior purposes.
Later Lokanatha Swamimet with National
Minister of Transport Z. R. Ansari, who,
although a Muslim, holds the Gita in high
regard.

The five-day convention concluded with
a sumptuous vegetarian feast of krsna-
prasadam (food offered to Krsna) pre-
pared by members of the New Delhi Hare
Krsna center.

New Television Series
Reaches Out to Millions
By Cable

Los Angeles— Cable television is making
Krsna consciousness available to millions
of Americans in the form of Inside Hare
Krsna, a thirteen-part series produced by
ISKCON TV under the direction of Nrsirh-
hananda dasa.

The host and hostess of the thirty-
minute weekly talk show are Larry Laurent
and Munya Surgi, professional broadcast-
ers for the Cable News Network and friends
of the Hare Krsna movement. Each week
they volunteer their time to interview
guests and focus on a particular aspect of
ISKCON. In southern California, the se-
ries can be seen in half a million homes.

On the East Coast, Bhaktivinoda dasais
working to get Inside Hare Krsna on the
air. The show, playing on Group W Cable,
can already reach one-and-a-half million
homes in Manhattan, and Long Island and
New Jersey are next.
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ENDLESS

Time destroys mundane love, and even love
for a formless “God” —but not love for
the supremely and eternally attractive person.

by RAVINDRA-SVARUPA DASA

Ve R R

e

GODHEAD




AINTING B

IRALIDHARS

Because my family frequently mo
when I was a child, I attende
C n of Sunday schools and va
Bible schools. Consequently, I had o
sion to ask a number of religious instruc-
tors a question that had me
puzzled. I knew that God w J
powerful that it cost Him virlually no ef-
fort at all to maintain and control this v:
creation. He could do it with the tip of His
little finger, so to speak. So, I wanted to
know, what did God do with
How did He occupy Himself in His
heavenly kingdom
I kept on asking this question because
no one could answer it. My teachers would
s though the question
r occurred to them—and then
nonplussed. After a while, of
course, I stopped asking. It seemed to me
that God must be sitting up there on His
throne, just as bored i en as [ was in
Sunday school.
And there was this related question:
What did we do in paradise? What made it
5uch a desn‘abh pIdLL to be? -

inant image l_)_| the ngL n of Lrud I
retained from childhood is of a sort of per-
tual suburban Saturday spent on the
ck patio in an interminable family re
union with pious resurrected relatives, while
Jesus wanders in white robes from house

to house through the back yards. I did not
find this a particularly attractive prospe
for eterni

In my teens, I encountered a more
sophisticated notion of paradise: Our
beatitude there arises from our perpetual
vision of God. This ideais ¢

paradise, he encounters an aweso

“Eternal Light” surrounded by nine con-
ntric circle

Dante bccamc “whul]v rapt”

light and could only gaze uj

motionless, and intent.”

This account had its interest for me, but
staring at a bright light was nowhere near
as alluring as the variety of relationships I
was beginning to explore in the world
around me. God and His kingdom were
simply not attractive enough to compete
with the offerings of the material world.

Yet obviously that must be wrong. For
God, by definition, is the greatest and
best of all. Consequently, He must be the

na rushes to embrace His mother,
3 Manda, aftera
s and fields of
ing the ultimate object
mpanions,
and girlfriends are inconceivably blissful

and, best of all, eternal.
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supremely lovable being, the most attractive
and alluring of all persons. Similarly, His
kingdom must be the most excellent and
most desirable of all neighborhoods. It
follows, then, that if we really knew what
God was like, and really knew what our
relationship with Him in His own abode
was to be, no other persons and no other
relationships would claim our interest.

Just for that reason, God has in fact re-
vealed to the world the intimate and confi-
dential details concerning Himself, His
own residence, and the relationships He
pursues with His pure devotees there. This
supreme revelation of Krsna— God in His
highest and most attractive feature—is
recorded in the Sanskrit text called Srimad-
Bhagavatam.

It is established practice for experts in
every field to organize knowledge of their
subject into levels of increasing mastery
and to compose textbooks for each grade,
from the most elementary to the most ad-
vanced. So it is for knowledge of God, and
the Srimad-Bhagavatam is among the
most advanced texts in that science. It
begins where the more widely known
Bhagavad-gita leaves off.

The Bhagavad-gita establishes that Krsna
is the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
that there is no truth higher than He, and
that all different paths of religion are just a
seeking after Him. Therefore, Krsna’s final
instruction in the Bhagavad-gita is that
one should “abandon all varieties of reli-
gion and just surrender unto Me” (18.66).
The Srimad-Bhagavatam opens with the
statement that it is intended for those who
have complied with Krsna’s order, and it
identifies the “religion” Krsna tells us to
abandon as kairava-dharma—religion con-
taminated by various sorts of material am-
bitions. Pure religion, according to the
Bhagavatam, is service rendered to God
without interruption or selfish motivation,
and the Srimad-Bhagavatam itself is speci-
fically intended for those who are serving
God in this way. Such pure devotees are
the most advanced students in the science
of God. It is no wonder, then, that in the
text meant for them we find the most com-
plete disclosures of God.

In the Bhagavad-gita (4.11), Krsna states
the principle by which He discloses Him-
self to us. “All of them— as they surrender
unto Me—1I reward accordingly. Every-
one follows my pathin all respects.” While
all people on the path of religon may be
progressing toward God, they are consid-
ered more or less advanced according to
their degree of surrender to Him. And ac-
cording to that degree of surrender, God
reveals Himself.

For example, let us consider a level of
spiritual advancement known as karma-
kanda. A person on this platform (called a
karmi) is allowed restricted material en-
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joyment according to the regulations
given by God in scripture. The karmf is
given to know that if he piously follows
these regulations he will earn the reward
of future enjoyment and that disobedi-
ence will bring him punishment. Thus it is
a system of rewards and punishments that
impels the karmi to follow God’s orders.
Such a person will make some spiritual ad-
vancement, because at least he acknowl-
edges the supremacy of God and is re-
stricted in his sense gratification.
Karma-kanda religion, in fact, was pre-
cisely the sort of religion I learned in Sun-
day school. We understood God mostly as
the cosmic fulfiller of our needs and de-

We thought of God
as a voice issuing
from on high,
ordering, cajoling,
and threatening. He
was a benevolent but
stern parent, remote
but still attentive,
toward whom we, His
children, should feel
both gratitude and fear.

sires and as the supreme judge, whose
great power over us inspired proper awe,
veneration, and fear of disobedience. We
envisioned God’s kingdom as a place of
uninterrupted (if somewhat dispassion-
ate) material enjoyment, a reward for our
good behavior. And we thought of God
Himself as a voice issuing from on high,
ordering, cajoling, and threatening. He
was a benevolent but stern parent, remote
but still attentive, toward whom we, His
children, should feel both gratitude and
fear.

Certainly, one sometimes comes across
more advanced understandings in Judeo-
Christian traditions, but the form of reli-
gion I have just described is by far the
most common. And it is this sort of reli-
gion—religion contaminated by material
desires—that we have to abandon if we
are to approach closer to God and ulti-
mately meet Him in His supremely attrac-
tive personal form, Krsna.

What Westerners find most startling
about the revelation of God as Krsna is
that Krsna has a humanlike form. They

find it hard to believe that this is an ad-
vanced realization of God, since they have
been taught that God is formless, feature-
less spirit, and they take Krsna to be an
anthropomorphic fantasy. Furthermore,
they see that Krsna disports Himself as
a beautiful, youthful cowherd boy sur-
rounded by a simple village community of
relatives and friends. Where, then, is the
power and majesty that properly belong to
God? Where is the controller of the cos-
mos, the mighty judge of the living and the
dead? How can a simple, charming
cowherd boy inspire the fear, trembling,
and sense of creaturliness that we should
feel before God?

To be sure, the first lesson in religion is
to appreciate the infinite greatness of
God and to realize that we are only His
infinitesimally small creatures. Unfortu-
nately, this lesson can be very hard for us
to learn, because we have come to this ma-
terial world in rebellion against God. We
do not wish to remain subordinate to God.
Those who are the most envious of God
deny His existence. There are others who
acknowledge God'’s greatness, even though
the tendency to be independent remains
within their hearts. Their lack of complete
surrender to God is shown by their en-
gagement in materially motivated reli-
gion, and God reveals Himself to those in
this early stage of spiritual advancement
only in His might and majesty. Although
they may know theoretically that God is a
person, God keeps His personal features
hidden from them. He remains aloof, in-
scrutable, inaccessible. In this way, God
exacts the proper respect and veneration
from those who still have the inclination to
disobey Him.

But itis also part of God’s greatness that
He enters into more intimate and familiar
relationships with those devotees who
have become completely pure in heart and
who serve Him solely out of love, without
any expectation of return. To them He re-
veals His supreme personal form. Because
this form resembles ours, the ignorant will
call it anthropomorphic. But the truth is
that our human body is theomorphic. We
are made in the image of God. Of course,
our copy of God’s body is a temporary,
material replica, while God’s own body is
spiritual and eternal. Speculators may
think that a body, as such, is a bad thing
and thus deny that God has form, but only
a material form that grows old, becomes
diseased, and dies should be rejected. The
eternal, ever-youthful body of Krsna is
not subject to those conditions. To reject
God’s form on the grounds that if God had
a body it would be a material body like
ours is to be guilty of anthropomorphism.

Krsna is reluctant to reveal Himself to
everyone. For Krsna sets aside all lord-
liness and signs of dominion, allows His



beauty to completely overpower His
majesty, and simply engages in develop-
ing pastimes of love with His devotees. To
facilitate intimate relationships, Krsna
causes His devotees to forget that the
beautiful, exquisitely charming object of
their love is God. And so He dwells in His
eternal abode, playing as a simple village
cowherd boy, ever increasing the unending
bliss of His devotees.

Pure devotees most appreciate God in
this confidential, all-attractive feature,
but others, seeing Krsna in His human
form, react differently. Krsna mentions
this in the Bhagavad-gita (9.11): “Fools
deride Me when I descend in the human
form. They do not know My transcenden-
tal nature and My supreme dominion over
all that be.” Out of envy, they will claim
either that Krsna is an ordinary human
being or that ordinary human beings are
God.

In spite of this danger, Krsna Himself
descended onto this planet five thousand
years ago, bringing with Him His eternal
associates, and for a time displayed His
most confidential and intimate pastimes
at the tract of land known as Gokula
Vrndavana. More than anything else, God
wants the fallen souls suffering in the ma-
terial world to come back to Him, and
therefore He decided to show the unparal-
leled sweetness of the limitlessly vari-
egated loving relationships that He and
His devotees enjoy without end in His su-
preme abode. The world already knew
God as all-mighty and all-seeing; now it
would know Him as all-attractive.

Learned devotees have carefully studied
these pastimes of Krsna as they are re-
corded in the Srimad-Bhagavatam and
other texts, and they have discovered five
principal kinds of relationships devotees
have with God. Each of these relationships
has a particular taste that the devotee rel-
ishes. In Sanskrit that taste is called rasa.
The five principal rasas, listed in order of
increasing intimacy, are neutrality, or pas-
sive adoration, servitorship, fraternal love,
parental love, and conjugal love.

In the rasa of neutrality the devotee is so
overwhelmingly conscious of God’s great-
ness that He can only adore Him passively.
The devotee feels no impetus to render
service, because he thinks that God is so
great that there is nothing he can do for
Him. Dante’s description of the Beatific
Vision as producing stunned, enraptured
awe before God suggests that neutrality is
his highest conception of a relationship
with God. In the rasa of servitorship there
are also feelings of subordination, but
they are not so extreme as to prevent the
devotee from actively serving his Lord. In
the fraternal rasa the devotee associates
with Krsna on an equal level, as a friend of
the same age and sex. And in the parental

rasa Krsna enjoys having His devotee act
as His superior. Krsna becomes the child,
and His devotee loves and serves Him in
the position of His mother or father. Fi-
nally, the most intimate rasa is conjugal
love; here, the devotee regards Krsna as
husband or lover.

Just as Krsna'’s body is the prototype of
our material body, so Krsna's transcen-
dental relationships are the prototypes of
material relationships, which are perverted
reflections of the originals. Accordingly,
we should not project the quality of ma-
terial affairs onto the spiritual rasas. The
sublime exchange of ecstatic emotions in
spiritual bodies that takes place between

Out of boundless
compassion for us,
Krsna reveals
His kingdom of
transcendental love,
in which He is
eternally manifest as
the ultimate object
of affection—the
perfect hero, master,
friend, child, and lover.

Krsna and the cowherd girls of Vrndavana
cannot be compared with the gross fea-
tures of material sex. Moreover, the rela-
tionships with Krsna in the spiritual world
never grow stale or come to an end like the
relationships in this world. In the spiritual
world, all rasas continue for eternity.
Here in the material world we find re-
flections of these relationships, and because
we are always interested in tasting rasas,
we constantly enter into them and try to
perpetuate them. Our problem, however,
is that we do not find the satisfaction we
seck. We are inevitably disappointed. For
all rasas in the material world are eclipsed.
Here everything is changing, unstable. and
temporary. We form relationships with
our heroes, our friends, our children, and
our lovers or spouses, and we start off with
vast hope and great expectations. We all
remember—ruefully—that intoxicating
promise of endless love our first adoles-
cent infatuation brought. And what can
match the boundless hope a mother feels
when she first holds her newborn? Yet
none of these relationships deliver what they

promise. As we grow older, we become
“mature” by learning how to live with
dead rasas, failed relationships, broken
hearts. And, having discovered that my
hero has feet of clay, or that my best friend
has betrayed my trust, or having seen what
was once the sweetest girl of my dreams
stare at me over a lawyer’s table with mur-
derous hate, or having stood over the small
grave of my child, I will find it hard, or
even impossible, to love as I once hoped [
could.

Our propensity to love tends naturally
to expand without limit, yet in this world it
meets with repeated impediments. The
baffling of oururge to love becomes one of
the most tragic features of life. The crux of
the problem is that although we want to
love, we are never more vulnerable than
when we do. As soon as we love someone,
we open ourselves to rejection, betrayal,
separation, loss, and all the attending an-
guish and pain. Experience of these things
has filled the world with bitter and dis-
appointed people, cynics and misanthropes.

But even before we have suffered the
pains of thwarted love, we aren’t able to
love fully and unconditionally. There is an
essential incompatability between what we
are and what we can love in this world, and
in our hearts we know it. Our desire to
love without limit and without end is a
clear indication that we are ourselves eter-
nal, spiritual beings. At the same time,
whatever we can love in this world is tem-
porary and material. Consequently, we
cannot love without fear, and, consciously
or unconsciously, from the outset we can-
not help but withhold the full investment of
our love.

A frequent theme in literature concerns
a hero or heroine who loves recklessly and
without restraint, inevitably undergoes the
most intense sort of suffering, and finally
meets with a tragic or pitiful death. We
may take these stories as cautionary tales.
Yet we really don’t need them to remind
us of the constant frustration of our being.
There is no adequate object for our love in
this world.

Therefore, out of boundless compas-
sion for us, Krsna reveals His kingdom of
transcendental, unrestricted love, in which
He is eternally manifest as the ultimate
object of affection—the most perfect
hero, master, friend, child, and lover. His
beauty is unrivaled, and His personality,
expressed in infinitely varied exchanges of
love, 1s ceaselessly fascinating. When we
turn to Krsna, our loving propensity breaks
loose at last from the tight confines of mat-
ter and opens up into an ever-expanding
flow that never meets any resistance. That
is why Krsna is perpetually inviting us to
come to Him in His eternal abode and
enjoy with Him forever the delights of an

endless love. e
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Sri Caitanya’s
Children in America

An Indian scholar and devotee traces out
the roots of Krsna consciousness in India and
assesses the significance of its spread to the West.

Shrivatsa Goswami belongs to a centuries-
old lineage of Vaisnava priests connected
with the famous temple of Radha-ramana
in Vrndavana, India. He is the founder and
director of the Shree Caitanya Prema San-
sthana, a Vaisnava academic and cultural
institute located in Vindavana, and is a
member of the Board of Editors of the
Encyclopedia of Indian Philosophies.

Reprinted by permission of Grove Press, Inc.
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This is a condensation of an interview with
Mr. Goswami conducted in Vrndavana in
March, 1982. The full interview appears in
Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna: Five Dis-
tinguished Scholars on the Krishna Move-
ment in the West, a book recently published
by Grove Press (paper, $7.95). The inter-
viewer, and the book’s editor, is Steven J.
Gelberg, a senior editor of the Bhakti-
vedanta Book Trust who is known within
the Hare Krsna movement as Subhananda
dasa.

Bhakti Tradition: Its Origins
And Historical Development

S ubhananda dasa: As we know, Krsna
consciousness is rooted in the concept
of bhakti, love of God, specifically krsna-
bhakti, devotion to Lord Krsna, who is
understood as the original and supreme
form of Godhead. Let’s look at the con-
cept of bhakti in a broad religious context.
Bhakti usually is taken to be a subdivision
of Hinduism—as a specific, localized as-
pect of Indian religious tradition. Should
bhakti be viewed in this way — as a sectar-
ian or culture-specific phenomenon—or

can it be understood in broader, more
universal terms?

Shrivatsa Goswami: If I could answer your
question in one sentence, I would say that
we can translate the term religion as
bhakti. By religion, I mean the human
quest for realization of the Divine. That
quest presupposes a relation of man to
God. In the religious quest ong Is, in one
manner or another, trying to relate him-
self to God. That relating to God is itself
bhakti, and the religious experience itself
is bhakti. You can callit “Hindu bhaks™ or
“Christian. bhakt” or “Islamic bhakti.”
Any religious quest for God is, in essence,
bhakiti.

The highest mode of spiritual life is
where no other motive remains except
love. If you attain the sublime state of di-
vine love, where there is no other guiding
force, no other motive except love for the
sake of love, then you have attained the re-
alization of God as Bhagavan— S11 Krsna.
That is the highest religious attainment.
Subhananda dasa: What about bhakti as a
historical phenomenon? To what point in
the religious history of India can we trace
bhakii religion? As you know, many con-
temporary historians tend to describe bhakii

tradition as an almost exclusively medieval
phenomenon. Could you comment on
that view?

Shrivatsa Goswami: Bhakii is an eternal
human tendency; it is not merely some
kind of historical movement arising out of
peculiar social and cultural circumstances.
Whenever or wherever there have been
human beings, there has been bhakii in

‘some form or another. Bhakti is like a

river that takes different forms, some-
times widening, sometimes narrowing,
and that moves this way and that way at
different places and times. Sometimes it is
fully manifested, and at other times it is
eclipsed or subdued by various historical
and cultural forces. It is like language.
Sanskrit before Panini is different from
Sanskrit after Panini. Words change,
grammar and diction change. Fifteenth
century English is not the same as twen-
tieth century English, although the lan-
guage isthe same. So even language flows.
It is a question of continuity and change.
Bhakii is the same continuing stream, but it
appears in different forms and degrees in
different periods.

There are any number of scriptural,
literary, architectural, and archeological
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evidences for the antiquity of bhakti. But
if we view Indian religious history over the
past two or three thousand years, it be-
comes apparent that bhakti tradition was
strongest and most widespread in the me-
dieval centuries—Ilet’s say from the elev-
enth century onward, beginning with the
appearance of the great Vaisnava dcaryas
[spiritual teachers] like Ramanuja and
Madhva. Many ancient bhakti strains crys-
tallized into the medieval bhakti movement.
Subhananda dasa: To what extent was the
medieval bhakii movement a popular
reaction against an elitist, brahminical
Hinduism?

Shrivatsa Goswami: The bhakti move-
ment can be seen in some sense as a revolt
against the ritualistic “high” tradition, the
brahminical, scholastic tradition. We have
to bear in mind, however, that this kind of
revolt was natural. Religion is a process, a
historical process; it is never stagnant.
What was good for the Vedic period was
not necessarily good for the fifteenth cen-
tury. The tradition had to be brought into
the present. Metaphysical realities, reli-
gious concepts, are eternal. But those
primeval concepts have to be worked out,
from age to age, in the form of practical re-
ligious life. You need timely expressions of
ancient tradition. In order to accomplish
this, you have to constantly review your
religious practices.

So, at this time, there was oppression
from the brahminical ritualistic tradition.
It had become overly ritualistic, intellec-
tual, and exclusivistic. But with the revival
of bhakti and the dispensing of ritualistic
formality, God became, so to speak, more
accessible and immediate. The bhakti move-
ment was democratic. It provided, you
might say, equal opportunity for all people
to work out their salvation. That was not
possible in the stagnant brahminical tradi-
tion. In this sense the bhakti movement
was a great revolution. It opened the gates
of salvation to everybody. This was the
great and unique contribution of bhakti,
religiously and sociologically.
Subhananda dasa: Shrivatsa, could you
now describe the development of the
bhakti movement— or conglomeration of
bhakti movements—from roughly the
eleventh to the eighteenth centuries? Who
were the major figures and what were the
important movements during this devo-
tional renaissance?

Shrivatsa Goswami: The medieval bhakti
movement took birth in South India with
the Dravidian saints, the Alvirs and so on.
Then alittle later, Ramanuja, the first sys-
tematic philosopher of bhakti, appeared
in the Tamil country. He was the first
major dcarya to declare bhakti, aside from
jndna [philosophical speculation], a legiti-
mate path to realize God. After Ramanuja,
the next great devotional thinker was
Madhva, who was born in Karnataka at
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the end of the twelfth century. After that,
the movement got a big boost from differ-
ent saints who appeared throughout India,
including Maharashtra, during the four-
teenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth centuries.
These centuries were very crucial for the
growth of the bhakti movement.

Subhananda dasa: What were some of the
distinctive religious practices and forms of
worship within the devotional movements?
Shrivatsa Goswami: In general, the bhakti
movements attempted to spiritualize, to
make sacred, ordinary worldly activities.
Take eating, for example. Eating is a com-
mon human activity. Everybody eats. But
the eating of food was transformed into a
religious activity by first offering the food
in devotion to the Lord. The food thus be-
came sanctified as prasddam, the mercy of

The Six Gosvamis of Vrndavana (16th century A.D.)

God. Aesthetic values were made religious.
Poetry, art, dance, song, and drama: all
were dedicated to glorifying God by de-
picting His divine form, attributes, and
activities. Artistic pursuits all became
saturated with bhakti. So the whole of
human existence became refined into spir-
itual existence. The dichotomy between
the phenomenal and the spiritual was bro-
ken down, or, rather, these two realms
were brought closer together.
Subhinanda dasa: What about nama-
sarikirtana, congregational chanting of the
names of God? In the Caitanya move-
ment, of course, nama-sarikirtana was the
principal form of worship. Was this also
the case with other bhakti movements?
Shrivatsa Goswami: Nama-sankirtana was
definitely widespread, and music has al-




DRAWING BY DHRUVA MAHARAJIA DASA

Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami

(16th—17th centuries A.D.)

ways definitely been an important part of
Vaisnava traditions. Almost all of these
saints wrote and sang songs and hymns
and wandered from place to place singing
and preaching. I would say that singing
was the mode of worship. You could say it
was a “musical revolution.”

The Caitanya Movement

Subhananda dasa: Of all the individual
bhakti movements that appeared during
this era, none, perhaps, was as widespread
as Caitanya’s krsna-bhakti movement, and
none appears to have so successfully sur-
vived into the present. First of all, who
was SrT Caitanya?

Shrivatsa Goswami: When we try to under-
stand the personality of Caitanya, we can

look at Him from many angles. If we wish
to understand Him from a theological per-
spective, then we have to deal, first, with
the concept of avatdra [incarnation] in In-
dian philosophy. This concept is very basic
to the religious history and life of India.
You’re familiar with the theological im-
portance of the concept of avatdra, so we
don’t need to speak about that in detail
here, except to say that there are two
worlds: the spiritual world and this materi-
al world, and for any religious purpose
there has to be a point of contact, or a
meeting ground, between the two. That
contact or meeting ground is expressed
through many concepts in Hinduism, such
as avatara, Sastra (scripture), mantra, and
guru.

Caitanya was the Kali-yuga pavana-
avatdra, the supreme avatdra of the age,
the dual incarnation of Radha and Krsna
who came to purify the world. In Indian
theological matters, the pramdna, or proof,
for anything is scripture. The Srimad-
Bhagavatam, being the scripture par excel-
lence—the culmination of the scriptural
tradition— gives proof about the avatar-
hood of Caitanya. There are many direct
and indirect references to Caitanya-avatdra
in scripture—references not only in works
by Caitanya’s biographers but in much
earlier texts, especially the Bhdgavatam.

Caitanya’s movement actually started
in the closed courtyard of Srivasa, in
Navadvipa. Caitanya, Srivasa, Advaita
Acirya, Nityinanda, and several other
Navadvipa residents who were all great
devotees of Krsna would gather together
and dance and chant, day and night, in the
closed courtyard of Srivasa. Eventually,
their spiritual ecstasy could not be con-
fined to the courtyard of Srivasa. It burst
out of the courtyard and into the streets of
Navadvipa.

So, first the chanting was confined to
the house of Srivasa, then it pervaded the
town of Navadvipa, then it spread through-
out the whole state of Bengal, and then it
spread into Orissa and beyond. Wherever
Caitanya went, ndma-sarnikirtana spread
like wildfire.

Subhananda dasa: Some modern students
of Hinduism claim that Sri Caitanya was
always so engrossed in devotional fervor
and mystical ecstasy that He didn’t get
around to, or wasn’t able to, formulate a
systematic philosophy or articulate it to
others.

Shrivatsa Goswami: This is one of the
modern misconceptions about Caitanya,
put forward by people who possess a very
superficial understanding of Caitanya and
His tradition. The main reason that Cai-
tanya’s role as philosopher and theologian
is doubted is because Caitanya did not
personally write out His system. From the
traditional Indian point of view, it is not
necessary for a religious or philosophical
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system to be written, The Vedas existed
for thousands of years before they were
compiled in written form. They were pre-

sented through oral tradition and trans-

mitted from guru to disciple. In ancient
India, people had the mental capacity for
memorization and total recall of scripture.
Oral transmission was the system of reli-
gious and philosophical education.

So, although Caitanya did not write
philosophical treatises, He did evolve a
philosophical and theological system, and
He revealed it through lengthy discourses
with Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya and Ram-
ananda Raya, with Sanatana Gosvami in
Benares, with Ripa Gosvami in Allaha-
bad, and in shorter discussions in South
India with Venkata Bhatta, the Tattva-
vadis [followers of Madhva], some Buddhist
monks, and so on. All of these dialogues
are recorded in Caitanya’s biographies.
The six Gosvamis heard, gathered, as-
similated, systematized, and then wrote
Caitanya’s teachings in their many philo-
sophical, theological, poetic, dramatic, and
instructional writings.

So the whole Gaudiya Vaisnava system
is based upon Caitanya’s teachings, which
evolved from His own experience. You
cannot isolate philosophical thought from
personal experience. There can be no
“neutral” philosophy, just as there can be
no “neutral” religion. Philosophy must
have its rootsin experience. What we have
to understand at this point is that what
we translate as “philosophy” is actually
darsana. Darsana literally means “seeing.”
According to Sanskrit etymology, we can
define darsana in two ways: the act, itself,
of seeing or that by which we see, the
process by which we come to the point
of seeing. So, philosophy is an experience,
a “seeing,” an immediate realization,
or direct encounter with something
and that something is ultimate reality, or
God.

In the Western tradition, philosophy is a
kind of armchair game having little to do
directly with life or experience itself. Orig-
inally, this was not so. But as the philosoph-
ical systems evolved, philosophy moved
away from its spiritual moorings. In the
West, a philosophical system must be a sys-
tematic written treatment of a well-
defined Weltanschauung, with logical trea-
tises and so on.

But in Indian tradition it is the direct, in-
tuitive experience that is primary and cru-
cial. The Buddha did not write a single
word. What teachings we have, we getonly
from his disciples; yet he has a very strong
and well-developed philosophical system.
It is the claim of spiritual experience that is
important. One glimpse of Caitanya’s ex-
perience ignited a series of explosions, and
those explosions were the writings of the
Gosvamis.
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Bhakti Abroad: Caitanya’s
Children in America

Subhananda dasa: Shrivatsa, as a Cai-
tanyaite and an observer of the Krsna con-
sciousness movement, how do you view
the significance, historical and cultural, of
the spread of the Caitanya tradition to the
West?

Shrivatsa Goswami: When I reflect on Srila
Prabhupada’s achievement, I become sort
of a Hindu chauvinist. It is a great political
achievement.

Subhananda dasa: How is it a great politi-
cal achievement?

Shrivatsa Goswami: In that Indian spiritu-
al culture has been spread throughout the
world. What the Muslims could do only by
the tremendous sword, and the Christians
could do only with great financial re-
sources and state power, has been done by
one solitary man, without any ill effects.
Subhananda dasa: It’s often taken for
granted that Hinduism, in contradistinc-
tion to Christianity, Islam, and Buddhism,
is not a missionary religion. Yet isn’t it a
fact that Caitanya Vaisnavism has always
been a missionary tradition? Didn’t Cai-




Two ways that Srila Prabhupada instilled faith
into his disciples were by speaking daily on the
Srimad-Bhagavatam (above) and on a wide range
of transcendental topics during early-morning
walks (left). Comments Shrivatsa Goswami:
“The criteria of the authenticity of the Hare
Krsna movement will be the faith, steadfastness,
and total commitment of its members.”

tanya Mahaprabhu directly instruct His
followers to spread Krsna consciousness?
Shrivatsa Goswami: Yes. Any truth is for
spreading. Not only Caitanya, but look at
Sankaracarya. What did he do? All his life
he traveled throughout India and spread
his message. The Buddha did the same.
Ramanuja, Madhva—all the Vaisnava
theologians and saints were missionaries
like Caitanya. In addition to preaching
Himself, Caitanya instructed His followers
to preach the message of krsna-bhakti
from door to door and from village to
village. Caitanya said,

yare dekha, tare kaha ‘krsna’-upadesa
amara ajAdya guru hana tara’ ei desa
“Whomever you meet, teach him about

Krsna. Become a guru and liberate every-
onein this land.”

Subhananda dasa: Is there anything unique
about ISKCON’s missionary activities in
the West, in light of this Caitanyaite preach-
ing tradition?
Shrivatsa Goswami: One significant dif-
ference between historical Caitanyaism
and ISKCON is that you have to deal
with people who are not even in the broad
category of Hinduism. Historically, the
Caitanyaites were preaching to people who
were already Hindus, even Vaisnavas.
Most of those to whom they preached were
already worshiping Krsna or Visnu, and
they even studied the same scriptures as
the Caitanyaites. Their preaching was
mostly a matter of “polishing.” But you
ISKCON devotees have to deal with people
who are completely “raw.” That is a big
difference. Srila Prabhupada’s going to
the West to preach krsna-bhakri was a very
bold move. He was very courageous.
Srila Prabhupada also faced a unique
twentieth-century situation in that materi-
alism had become so predominant. Insuch a
materialistic culture, what Prabhupada
achieved was remarkable. He had remark-
able results: he spread the spiritual mes-
sage of Caitanya even in a culture that had
no grounding in Hindu culture and that
was so steeped in materialism.
Subhananda dasa: Why do you think he
was so successful ?
Shrivatsa Goswami: If you study the situa-
tionin detail, you have to take into account
the American social and political situa-
tion, which might have created a favorable
climate for his teachings. But these were
auxiliary factors. They were not the pri-
mary factors. The primary factors that
brought about this kind of revolution were
the strong personal convictions and per-
sonality of Srila Prabhupada and the great
spiritual philosophy he preached. These
were unique. Krsna-bhakti is a universal
phenomenon, and so it is only natural that
it should travel throughout the entire world.
And this long-awaited journey was made
possible by Srila Prabhupada.
Subhananda dasa: Can you comment,
Shrivatsa, on Srila Prabhupada’s choice of
texts to translate and make available in the
West?
Shrivatsa Goswami: There is no doubt
that he made a wise selection of texts to
translate and comment upon. As for the
Srimad-Bhagavatam, we've already dis-
cussed its importance to some degree. The
Bhagavatam is of central importance not
only for the Caitanya-sampradaya [sect],
but for the whole Vaisnava and Hindu
tradition.
Subhananda dasa: The importance of the
Bhagavad-gita is, of course, understood.
Shrivatsa Goswami: Yes, the importance
of the Gita is already widely known. As
for the Caitanya-caritamrta— as a student
of Gaudiya Vaisnavism, when I consider

the Caitanya-caritamrta I bow down to the
genius of Krsnadasa Kaviraja, because he
shows his mastery not only in presenting
the life of Caitanya but in presenting a
beautiful, consummate philosophical sum-
mary of all the works of the Gosvamis. In
the Caitanya-caritamrta one can find bril-
liant crystallizations of philosophical trea-
tises, theological treatises, aesthetics, and
poetry from the works of the Gosvamis.
He provides hundreds of quotes from the
works of the Gosvamis. So, through the
nectar of Caitanya’s life, Krsnadasa Kavi-
raja presents a full compendium of the
Gaudiya Vaisnava tradition. Srila Prabhu-
pada has done a great service for all Vais-
navas, as well as for scholars, by translating
and commenting on Caitanya-caritamria.

What is significant is that for the first
time these devotional texts are being
made so widely available. If these texts are
not available, what effect will they have?
Making these Vaisnava texts available is
one of Srila Prabhupada’s greatest con-
tributions. Apart from the masses, his
books have also reached well into academic
circles and have spurred academic interest
in the Caitanya tradition. There's no es-
caping that. That is another positive effect
of his writings.

The significance of making these texts
available is not merely academic or cul-
tural; it is spiritual. Jridna, knowledge, is
spread, proper doctrines are made known,
people come closer to reality. All prob-
lems arise from ignorance. If ignorance is
destroyed, all problems are solved. That’s
why it is stated in so many philosophies,
like that of Jiva Gosvami, that ignorance,
ajiiana, 1s the greatest enemy.

And that is the purpose of Lord and guru:
to destroy ignorance. I don’t mean jradna
and ajAana in the technical Sankarite
sense, but in the broadest metaphysical
sense. That gjiidna, most fundamentally,
is ignorance of the Lord, of Krsna. That is
the greatest ajigna. If you don’t know
Krsna, then how will you know anything?
Krsna is everything; everything is related
to Him. And by knowing Him, you come
to love Him. If you don’t love Him, you
will love this material world, which is
duhkhalayam, a place of misery, and
asasvatam, temporary. So, to spread knowl-
edge, as Srila Prabhupada has, is to make
a definite contribution toward human
happiness.

Subhananda dasa: Unlike most interpret-
ers of the Indian tradition, who in their
writings have highlighted the theoretical,,
philosophical component of the tradition,
Srila Prabhupada draws the reader into
the experiential dimension of Vaisnava
spirituality. Not only did he generate in-
terest, but he actually transformed lives.

Shrivatsa Goswami: That is true. In the In-
dian tradition there is no clear dichotomy,
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as there generally is in the West, be-
tween the intellectual/religious sphere
and the practical sphere of life. So what
Srita Prabhupada did was more reflective
of the Indian tradition. His approach was
more natural. Religion is not a “subject™;
it is not an academic discipline like physics
or chemistry. When I was in America, I
used to tell university people that in India
there are no academic departments of reli-
gion, except those very recently begun by
Christian missionaries. In America, there
are divinity schools everywhere, but in a
religious country like India there is no
“Department of Religion.” Why is that?
Because in traditional Indian culture, every-
thing is religion.

Even linguistically, in Indian languages
there is no separate word for “religion.”
Religion is not a separate category. The
mode of being is itself religious. Religious
conceptions dominate and pervade all di-
mensions of human life: family, business,
statecraft—everything. The human being
is intrinsically religious: homo religious.
Srila Prabhupada did not try to turn Vais-
nava tradition into an intellectual curiosity.
He presented the tradition as it is—a spir-
itual mode of existence. His practical, ex-
periential approach to the Vaisnava texts
was the proper approach.

Subhananda dasa: Do you think there is
anything in the Western culturation or
mentality that can significantly hinder the
Western ISKCON devotees from attain-
ing the highest spiritual goals?

Shrivatsa Goswami: [ do not feel that the
Western Vaisnavas are handicapped by
their own cultural or ethnic backgrounds.

There is nothing to prevent them from
following on the path of Caitanya and
achieving the highest goals. They are fully
entitled to that through having adopted
the Caitanya Vaisnava path and through
having come under the guidance of Srila
Prabhupada and the present gurus as well,
if they are teaching truly according to
the highest spiritual goals. The emphasis
should always be on the purity of the
philosophical and spiritual side of the
tradition. The externalities ultimately are
not so important. The emphasis should be
on the spiritual side of the movement.
This is the crucial thing.

Subhananda dasa: Ultimately, then, the
real test of the authenticity of ISKCON is
the spiritual authenticity of its members.
Shrivatsa Goswami: Yes, the criteria should
be spiritual. The evidence of the legit-
imacy of the Hare Krsna movement is
that it has established the Caitanya tradi-
tion in the West, in a part of the world
where formerly it had not existed. The
criterion of fidelity is how well it will be
able to establish its authority in the West.
The question of authenticity, or fidelity,
doesn’t concern the Caitanyaites in India.
The question doesn’t arise for us. It arises
only in that place where the tradition has
not yet been established.

Any new movement that arises-—even
if it arises within a familiar cultural back-
ground —will face opposition, as you see
at the beginnings of the Caitanya move-
ment in India. It faced very stiff opposi-
tion; intellectual, social, and political. Ob-
stacles were faced by Caitanya Himself,
what to speak of ISKCON.

So the real criteria of fidelity, or authen-
ticity, of the Hare Krsna movement will be
the faith, steadfastness, and total commit-
ment of its members. Its religious and spir-
itual authenticity will be proved only by its
strength. You may write a hundred books
on the legitimacy and authoritativeness of
the Hare Krsna movement, but that may
not prove very much. But if there are
ten devout Caitanyaites in the West, the
movement is legitimate and authoritative.
The number is insignificant. But the integ-
rity, the sincerity, and the faithfulness of
the devotees is the only proof, and sufficient
proof, of the movement’s authenticity.

When, in the West, someone comes to
know that ] am a Caitanyaite, he immedi-
ately asks me what I think of ISKCON. It
is a question that I have to deal with any
number of times. I consistently answer with
one remark: the strength of the movement
is not that they've published and sold
nearly a hundred million copies of the
Hindu scriptures, or that they have mag-
nificent temples throughout the world, or
that they have attracted ten thousand or a
hundred thousand devotees to the move-
ment worldwide. But even if there is one
sincere devotee in the movement, the
movement is very significant and impor-
tant. And I sincerely believe that in this
movement there are many sincere devo-
tees, some very sincere devotees. And be-
cause of their force the movement is
existing. It is not surviving due to money
or power. It is the spiritual power and the
spiritual existence of those sincere devo-
tees that is sustaining the movement. That

ey

is my strong belief. o

KUNDALINI

(continued from page 5)
your country? I am an old man, but just to
fulfill my obligation to my spiritual mas-
ter, [ have come here to teach Krsna con-
sciousness. When one becomes Krsna
conscious, he feels a very extensive obliga-
tion to humanity. Such a person is called
mahatma, or “broadminded.” He’s not
cripple-minded.

Krsna consciousness makes your mind
broader. You become a mahdmma. As
Krsna says in the Bhagavad-gita [7.19],

bahiinam janmanam ante
jranavan marm prapadyate
vasudevalt sarvam iti
sa mahatma sudurlabhah

“After many lives of cultivating knowledge,
one comes to the point of understanding
that Vasudeva, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, is everything—that He is the
cause of all causes. Then one surrenders
unto Him. But such a surrendered soul,
such a mahatma, is very rare.”
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‘We do not expect that everyone can join
this Krsna consciousness movement. But
it is to be understood that anyone who
does join has completed his cultivation of
knowledge in his previous lives. Other-
wise, he could not surrender to Krsna.

But there is another way to understand
this verse. The verse says, bahiingn jan-
mandam ante jaanavan mam prapadyate:
“One who has become wise after many,
many births of cultivating spiritual knowl-
cdg(,—he surrenders to Vasudeva, or
Krsna.” So, you don’t know whether you
cultivated knowledge in your past life, but
if it is a fact that surrendering to Krsna is
the result of many, many births of cultivat-
ing knowledge, why not surrender im-
mediately and become the most learned
man? Take the opportunity.

Suppose you are accumulating, say, ten
million dollars by depositing money in the
bank little by little. Then somebody of-
fers, “All right, immediately take ten mil-
lion dollars.” Would you refuse it? There-
fore, if it is a fact that one comes to Krsna
consciousness after many, many births,

why not take to it immediately? Using a
little intelligence, we should think, “Even
if I did not cultivate knowledge in my past
life, let me take to Krsna consciousness
immediately.”

This is the opportunity we are offering.
Take Krsna consciousness. There is no
tax. There is no loss. But everything is
gained. Try it. At least make an experi-
ment for a week or a fortnight. Itis not dif-
ticult. You must simply be willing. That’s
all. Every one of us is independent—not
fully, but a little. So, we can use our in-
dependence properly, or we can misuse it.
Here is the offering: Take up Krsna con-
sciousness. Now it is your choice. If you
take it up, that will be good for you. If you
don’t, that is your misfortune.

Is there any difficulty in accepting our
formula? I ask all of you, is there any diffi-
culty? You have asked so many questions
of me. Now I am asking, Is there any diffi-
culty in accepting this formula?

All: No.
Srila Prabhupada: So why don’t you take
it? Thank you. o



'FESTIVALS

and the Hare Krsna Calendar

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritual
calendar that divides the year into twelve
months, each named for a different form of
Krsna. The devotees at the Hare Krsna center
nearest you will gladly tell you more about the
meaning of the festivals listed here.

Month of Hrsikesa
(August 24—September 22)

October 16— Rama-vijayotsava, festival cel-
ebrating Lord Ramacandra’s victory over the
demon Ravana). Call your local Hare Kysna
center for schedule of events. Also the appear-
ance anniversary of Sripida Madhvacirya, a
great teacher of the science of devotional service.

RESOURCES

September 1— Appearance anniversary of
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada. founder-acarya of the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness. Devotees
mark this day with personal remembrances of
$rila Prabhupada, readings from his biography,
and fasting till noon, followed by feasting. Call
your local Hare Krsna center for details.

September 3— Annada Ekadas (fasting from
grains and beans).

September 11— Appearance anniversary of
Srimati Sitadevi, the consort of Sri Advaita
Acarya.

September 12— Appearance anniversary of
Srimati Lalita-devi, the foremost of Srimati
Radharani’s gopi friends.

September 14—Sri Radhastami, the appear-
ance anniversary of Srimati Radharani, Lord
Krsna's eternal consort. (Fasting till noon, fol-
lowed by feasting.)

September 17—Parsva Ekadasi (fasting for
Lord Vamanadeva's appearance anniversary).
Also, anniversary of Srila Prabhupada’s arrival
in the United States in 1965.

September 18— Appearance anniversary of
Lord Vamanadeva, the incarnation of Lord
Krsna as a dwarf brahmana. Also the appear-
ance anniversary of Stila Jayadeva Gosvami,
the great Krsna conscious poet who wrote the
Gita-govinda.

September 20— Appearance anniversary of
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, the pioneer of
modern-day Krsna consciousness (fasting till
noon, followed by feasting and celebration.)

September 21 — Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Haridasa Thakura, the foremost teacher
of the chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra.

September 22— Third month of Citurmasya
begins (fasting from milk).

Month of Padmanabha
(September 23— October 21)

October 3—Indira Ekadasi (fasting from
grains and beans).

October 10— Appearance anniversary of Srila
Bhavananda Goswami Visnupada, one of the
present spiritual masters in the Hare Krsna
movement.

Prepare your child to go back to Godhead.
ISKCON now has more than twenty primary
and secondary schools worldwide, and some of
these schools are now prepared to accept stu-
dents from outside their local communities.
Here’s your opportunity to give your child a
strong spiritual foundation, in addition to stan-
dard academic knowledge.

For more information, write to His Holiness

Jagadisa Goswami, Minister of Education, c/o
[SKCON Gurukula, P.O. Box 388, Lake Hun-
tington, Mew York 12752.

Own a full set of Srila Prabhupada’s books.
Now you can have a full library of the Vedic
classics in your home. Translated and explained
by the foremost scholar and devotee, these
books open up new worlds of spiritual life.
Each book is a deluxe, beautifully illustrated
hardbound volume. And now we make it far
easier than ever before to get a full set of Srila
Prabhupada’s books. For details, write ISKCON
Educational Services, 3764 Watscka Avenue,
Los Angeles, CA 90034,

Note to Subscribers. Planning to move? Let us
know when and where so we can keep your
BACK TO GODHEAD coming without a break.
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NOTES FROM Tt

= EDITOR

Bhagavad-gita: A Great Book, East and West

While reading Mortimer Adler and
Carl Van Doren’s classic, How fo Read a
Book, 1 was disappointed to note that
the authors omitted the Bhagavad-gita
from their long list of recommended
Great Books for Reading. The reason
for the omission: the Bhagavad-gita is
not a book of the Western world.

“We are not particularly knowledge-
able outside of the Western literary tradi-
tion,” admit Adler and Van Doren,
“and our recommendations would carry
very little weight. . . . There is also
something to be said for knowing your
own tradition before trying to under-
stand that of other parts of the world.”
The authors even go so far as to issue a
warning. “Many persons who today at-
tempt to read such books as the
Bhagavad-gita,” they say, “are baffled.”

While this attitude is not unusual for
Western scholars, I see it as narrow-
minded and prejudiced. If the goal in
reading great books is to gain under-
standing, why should we shun perhaps
the greatest book of all merely because
it’s “Eastern”? Actually, one who is ad-
vanced in knowledge realizes that the
concept of “West and East” is artificial
and ultimately invalid. The Bhagavad-
gita is meant specifically to enlighten us
with knowledge beyond the “West-East”
limitations.

The Bhagavad-gita educates us about
the self beyond the body. Whether
Eastern or Western, black or white,
male or female, the body is an external
covering of the real self, the eternal
spiritual soul. The Bhagavad-gita’s clear
explanation of the individual soul and
his relationship to the Supreme Soul led
Henry David Thoreau to exclaim, “In
the morning I bathe my intellect in the
stupendous and cosmogonal philosophy
of the Bhagavad-gita, in comparison to
which our modern world and its litera-
ture seem puny and trivial.” Ralph
Waldo Emerson, another Westerner
bold enough to go beyond his tradition,
wrote:

I owed a magnificent day to the Bhagavad-
gita. It was the first of books; it was asif an
empire spoke to us, nothing small or un-
worthy, but large, serene, consistent, the
voice of an old intelligence which in an-

other age and climate had pondered and
thus disposed of the same questions which
exercise us.

Not only rare individuals like Thoreau
and Emerson, but millions have tran-
scended the narrow material identifica-
tion in pursuit of better knowledge. For
example, people from all over the world
come to America for a technological
education. Certainly such persons aren’t
thinking they must confine their educa-
tion to their own traditions. Similarly,
vacationers, students of art, connois-
seurs of cooking, purchasers of automo-
biles, and many others feel no difficulty
in going from West to East or East to
West or North to South—to wherever
the prospects are better. Certainly in
seeking the Absolute Truth, the most
important and universal experience of
all, we should not bypass the Bhagavad-
gita, thinking, “It’s not in my tradition,”
or that it is “baffling.”

Adler and Van Doren’s caution about
the Bhagavad-giia is, in one sense, com-
mendable. They admit that they are not
authorities on the Bhagavad-gita and
that one can be misled “because of the
inherent difficulty of such works.” But
that does not mean that there are no
able guides who can unlock the mys-
teries of the Bhagavad-gita. Because
the Bhagavad-gita is widely read and re-
spected both in India and in the West,
sometimes persons who are uninformed
and unscrupulous take advantage of the
Gita’s popularity to push their own
philosophies, thus misleading innocent
readers. His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, therefore,
has presented Bhagavad-gita As It Is.
Srila Prabhupada’s commentaries faith-
fully draw from the great devotee-
scholars of the past, and since Prabhu-
pada is himself a pure devotee of Krsna,
Bhagavad-gita As It Is allows Lord
Krsna’s message to shine forth, un-
tainted by mundane interpretation. Re-
ceived in its pure form, the Bhagavad-
gita is not difficult, baffling, or in any
way inappropriate for the Western
mind.

The Bhagavad-gita explains that we
transmigrate from one body to another,

life after life; we may be born in the
West or in the East, in the human
species or in the animal species. And in
whatever material body we find our-
selves, we always incur suffering from
material nature. As long as we continue
to identify ourselves as belonging to a
particular culture based on our bodily
designation, we will continue to trans-
migrate and suffer within the material
nature. Only when we realize our tran-
scendental self in relation to God, or
Krsna, can we be free from all suffering.
Thinking of oneself as a Westerner (or
Easterner), therefore, is a dangerous
misconception.

Once, Srila Prabhupada was invited
to speak before a group of academicians
on the topic “East and West.” Srila
Prabhupada, however, disdained the
topic, explaining that in the realm of
Absolute Truth such distinctions are in-
applicable. The sun, for example, can-
not be said to be Western or Eastern;
the sun is the sun, wherever it appears.
Similarly, gold is gold, whether it is
mined in America or India. And cer-
tainly the Absolute Truth, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, is the God of
all living beings, regardless of their cul-
ture or tradition.

Srila Prabhupada did acknowledge
one significant difference between East
and West. From his own experience, he
said, he had found that in the West even
a university professor knew nothing
about the science of life after death,
whereas in India, even the common
man was aware that his present life is
due to his past karma and that his pres-
ent actions determine his next life.

This knowledge—the knowledge of
Bhagavad-gita— is universal. Lord Krsna
spoke to all humanity; He never said He
was instructing only Hindus or only East-
erners. Of course, the Bhagavad-gita
was first introduced in India, and so that
culture is enriched with a tradition famil-
iar with the philosophy of the Bhagavad-
gita.

Yet Bhagavad-gita is for all people.
Humbly, we should put aside our Western
chauvinism and exclusive Great Books
lists and accept the timeless wisdom of
Lord Krsna’'s Bhagavad-gita. —SDG
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Centers of the Hare Krsna Movement

{continued from the back cover)

EUROPE (conunued)
ITALY
FARM COMMUNITY
Florepce {Villa Vpndavana)—Yia Communale deghi Scopen: 108, S. Andrea in Percussina,
50026 San Casciano Val di Pesa (Fi)/ 55 820-054

OTHER COUNTRIES
Amsterdam, Holland—Keizersgrache 94/ (020) 24-94-10
Athens, Greece—Bhakrivedanta Cultural Assoc., 133 Solones St./ 30-1-364-1618
Barcelona, Spain—Calle Cuatro Caminos 27-29, Barcelona 22/ (9)3-211-0216
Cupenhagen. Denmark—Guund..l ‘s, Studiestraede 12, 1455 Copenhagen/ (01) 13-01-51
11, 43331 P'lrrll]e.-' (031) 444636
Gmdmge Sweden—Kormis Gird, 140 }leJ.mgLr Q753-19151
Helsinki, Finland—Govinda's, Jaikirinkar 10D, Helsinki 15/ (065} 0039
Heidelberg, W. Germany—Kiirfursten Anlage 5, 6900 Heidelberg/ 06221-15101
Lishon, Portugal—Rua Manoel Joaquim de Avelar No. 17, 2nd FL., 2750 Cascais/
(3) 51-284-1930
Madrid, Spain—Calle del Tutor No. 27, Madrid 8/ (9)1-247-6667
Paris, France—Chateau d'Ermenonville, 60440 Nanteuil le Haudouin 60950/ (4) 454-0400
Septon, Belgium—Chateau de Petit Somme, Septon 5482/ 086-322480
Stackholm, Sweden—Fridhemsgatan 22, 112 40 Stackholm/ 08-549002
Tehran, Iran—Keshavarz, Dehkedeh Ave., Kamran St., No. 58
Tel Aviv, Israel—P.0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480
Vienna, Austria—Kirchengasse 32, A-1070 Wien
Ziirich, Switzerland—Bergstrasse 54, 8032 Zurich/ (01) 69-33.88
FARM COMMUNITIES
Almviks Gird, Sweden—15300 Jirna/ (0755) 52068
Bavarian Forest (Bayrischer Wald), W. Germany (Nava-Jivada-Nrsirnha-Ksetra)—
({contact ISKCON Heidelberg)
BnhuEgu, Spam (New Vraja Mandala)—(Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ (11) 280018
d—Im Stillen Tal, CH3186 Diidingen (FR) (037) 43-26-98
aneni:a\-‘, France (New Mayapur)—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ (54) 40-26-88
RESTAURANT
Lugano, Switzerland—Govinda, Corso Elvezia 22, CH6900/ (091) 23-37-T7.
Paris—L'arbre & Soubaits, 15 Rue du Jour, 75001 Paris/ 233-27-69.

AUSTRALASIA

AUSTRALIA
Adelaide—13a Frome St., Adelaide, Sourh Australia 5000 (mail: Box 111, Rundle Sereet Post
Office, Adelaide, S. A. 5000)/ (08) 223-2084
Brisbane—17 Armadale St., 5t. Lucia, Queensland 4067 (mail: P.O. Box 649, Toowong,
ld. 4066)/ (07) 370-7478
Cairns—69 Spence St., Cairns, Queensland 4870 (mail: P.O. Box 5238, Cairns Mail Centre
Q'Id. 4870)/ (070) 51-8601
Canberra—59 Argyle Sq. (cnr. Ainsley Ave. & Kogarah Lane), Reid, Australian Capital Territory
2601 (mail: P.O. Box 567, Civic Square, Canberra, A.C.T. 2608)/ (062) 48-9620
Hobart—63 King St., Sandy Bay, Tasmania 7005 (mail: P.O. Box 572, Sandy Bay, Tas. 7005}
(002) 23 4569
Melbourne—197 Danks St., Albert Park, Victoria 3205 (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ (03) 699-5122
Newcastle—2Ind Fl., 580 Hunter St., Newcastle, New South Wales 2300 (mail: P.O. Box 169,
Merewether, N.S.W 2291 ) (049) 2-1391
Perth—60 Havelock St., West Perth, West Australia 6005 {mail: P.O. Dox 598, West Perth, WA,
6005)/ (09) 322-3243
Surfer’s Paradise—2804 Gold Coast Highway, Surfer's Paradise, Q'ld. 4217/ (075) 38 5060
Sydney—112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst, New South Wales 2010 {mail: F.O. Box 159,
Kings Cross, N.S.W. 2011)/(02) 357-5162
FARM COMMUNITIES
Colo (Bhaktivedanta Ashram)—Upper Colo Rd., Central Colo, New South Wales 2756
(mail: P.O. Box 493, St. Marys N.5.W. 2760)/ (045] 75-5284
Murwillumbah (New Gay —'E lla,' Tyalgum Bd. via Murwillumbab,
New South Wales 2484 (mail: P.O. Box 687)/ (066) 72-1903
Riverina (New Gaudadesh)—Old Renmark Rd., via Wenrworth, New Sourh Wales 2648
(mail: P.O. Box 2446, Mildura, Victoria 3500/ {050} 27-8126
RESTAURANTS
Adelaide—Govinda's (ar [ISKCON Adelaide)
Cairns—Gopal's (at ISKCON Caimns)
Melt Gopal's, 139 5 1 S, (03) 63-1578
Melbourne—Crassways, 1st FL., 11-15 Elizabech St./ (03) 62-2800
Surfer’s Paradise—Gopal's, 2995 Gold Coast Hwy./ (075) 39-9310
Sydney—Gopal's, 18a Darcy St., Parramarta
Sydney—Govinda's and Govinda's Take-away (both at ISKCON Sydney)
Sydney—Hare Krsna Free Food Centre, Vicroria St., King's Cross
NEW ZEALAND AND FIJ1
Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan)—Hwy. 18, Riverhead {next to Huapai Golf Course)
fm:ul clo R D. 2, Kumeu, Auck]and)a"ﬂl-&{)?s
hurch, New Zealand—83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 2298, Christchurch)/ 61-965
I.aulc'ka, Fijl—-‘i Tavewa Ave. {mail: ¢fo .O. Box 125)/ 61-633, ext. 48
Suva, Fiji—P.O. Box 6376, Nasinu/ 391 282
Wellington, New Zealand-—9 Shalimar Crescent, Khandallah, Wellington
(mail: P.O. Box 2753, Wellingeon)/ 79 6157
RESTAURANT
Auckland, New Zealand—Gopal's, Ist Fl., Civic House, 291 Queen St./ 3 4885

AFRICA

Accra, Ghana—582 Blk. 20, Odokor, Official Town (mail: P.O. Box 01568, Osu)
Buea, Cameroon—Southwest Province (mail: ¢/o Yuh Laban Nkesah, Pand T, VHS)
Durban (Natal), 8. Africa—P.O. Box 212, Cato Ridge, Naral 3680/ (325) 219-19
Harare, Zimbabwe—55 Belvedere Road (mail: P.O. Box 2090, Harare)/ 20422
Lagos, Nigeria—2B Colker Rd., llupeju (mail: F.O. Box 8793}/ 962189
Mavrisius—White Howse, Celicowt Antelme St., Qvarme Bornes (mail: PO Bow 108,
Quarte Bornes, Mauritius)/ 46804
Mombasa, Kenya—Madhavai House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rd., P.O. Box 82224/ 312248
Nairobi, Kenya—Puran Singh Close, P.O. Box 28946/ 744365
Port Harcourt, Nigeria—2 Eligham St., Rivers State (mail: P.O. Box 4429, Trans Amadi P.O.)
Takoradi, Ghana—64 Windy Ridge (mail: P.O. Box 328)

FARM COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm)—Beau Bois, Bon Acceuil

ASIA

INDIA

Ahmedabad, Gujarat—7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ 449935

Bangalore, Karnataka—34/A, 9th 'B’ Cross, West of Chord Rd., Mahalaxmi Layout,
560 086 (mail: P.O. Box 5181)/ 80418

Baroda, Gujarat—18, Sujata Society, Gotri Rd., 390 015/ 66499

Bhubaneswar, Orissa—Narional Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/ 33125

Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 054/ 626-860

Calcutta, W. Bengal—3 Albert Rd., 700 017/ 443757

Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ 26674

Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), W. Bengal—Thakur Haridas Sripatbari Sevashram, F.O.
Chhaygharia, P.5. Bongaon, Dist. 24 Pargonas

Guwahati, Assam—DPost Bag No. 127, 781 001

Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Sration Bd., 500 001/ 51018

Imphal, Manipur—Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001

Madras, Tamil Nadu—232 Kilpauk Garden Road, Madras 600 010

Mayapur, W. Bengal —Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, P.O. Shree Mayapur Dham (Dist. Nadia)

New Delhi—M-119 Greater Kailash 1, 110 048/ 642058

Silichar, Assam—Mahaprabhu Colony, Malugram, Cachar District, 788002

Surat, Gujarat—21-A Dhawalgiri Apts., Athwa Lines, 395 007/ 87668

Tirupati, A.P.—No. 37, B Type, T. T. D. Qrs., Vinayaka Nagar, K. T. Rd., 517501/ 2285
Trivandrum, Kerala—P. B. No. 5098, Fort Post Office, 695023

Vrindavan, U.P.—Krishna-Balarim Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathura/ 178

FARM COMMUNITIES
Hyderabad, A.P.—P.Q. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Talue, Hyderabed Distsice, 501 401
Mayapur, W. Bengal— (contact ISKCON Mayapur)

RESTAURANTS
Bombay—Govinda's (at Hare Krishna Land)
Vrindavan—Krishna-Balarim Mandir Guesthouse

OTHER COUNT RIES

Bali, Ind ia—]Jalan 5; a 17, Renon, Denpasar
Bangkok, T[‘l.all:llld—l'i‘? Soi Purtha- Osorh New Road/ 233-2488
Hnnglﬂm\.g—'s Homantin St., Flac 23, Kowloon! 3-7122630
Jakarta, Ind jﬂlun R Muka Timur 80/ 4835-19
Kathmandu, Nepal—Si7 Kunj, Kamaladi
Tehran, Iran—Felistin Ave., Shemstad St., No. 3/644-272
Tokyo, Japan—3-13-4 Kamirenjyaku, Mitakashi, Tokyo T181/ (0422) 475847

LATIN AMERICA

BRAZIL
Belem, PA—Av. Gentil Bitencourt, passagem MacDowell, 96 {entre Dr. Morais e Benj. Consrant)
Belo Horizonte, MG—Rua Gongalves Dias, 2411, Lurdes 30.000/ (031) 335-1551
Curitiba, PR—Rua Pres. Carlos Cavalcante, 1090, Sio Francisco 80,000/ 234-0573
Fortaleza, CE—Rua José Lourengo, 2114, Aldeota
Manaus, AM—Rua Leopoldo Neves, 387
Pérto Alegre, RS—Rua Tomss Flores, 327, Bonfim/ 27-3078
Recife, PE—Ave. 17 de Agosto, 257, Parnamirim 50.000/ (081) 268-1908
Rio de Janeiro, R} —Rua da Cascats, 70, Tijuca
Salvador, BA—FRua Alvaro Adorno, 17, Brotas 40.0007 (071) 244-1072
Sao Luiz, MA —Rua Deputado José Maria, 93-Fatima
Sao Paulo, SP—FRua dos Franceses, 323, Bela Vista/ (011) 284-4075

FARM COMMUNITY

Pindamonhangaba, SP (New Gokula)—Riberao Grande (mail: C.P. 108, 12.400 Pinda)

MEXICO
Guadalajara—Morelos No. 1514 Sector Hildago, Jaliscof 26-12-78

Mexico City —Gob. Tiburcio Moriel 45, San Mipoel Chaguliepec, Mexico, DF 18/ (305 2710132

Monterrey—General Albino Espinoza, 345 Pre., Zona Centro, Monterrey, N.L./ 42-67-66
Puebla—Rio Nazas 5016, Col. San Manuel/ 459047
Vera Cruz—Calle 3, Carebelas No. 784, Fraccionamienito Reformal 30759
FARM COMMUNITY
Tulancingo, Hidalge (Nueva Gauda-Mandala Bhami)—{contact ISKCON Mexico Ciry)
OTHER COUNTRIES
Arequipa, Peru—Leticia 204
Bw;e&é Colombia—Carmera 3A Mo, 54-A-711 255.984]
Aires, A i CIC 80, 1602 Florida
Cali, Culnmbla—~a"\venud1 5B MNorre, 23D-35/ 684234
Cochabamba, Bolivia—P.0, Box 3988/ 46441
Concepcion, Clnile—Nungl'.ien. 588/ 23150
Crab d Creek, Guy Grant 1803, Sec. D, Corentyne, Berbice
Cuzco, Peru—Calle Plaza San Francisco No. 360 (altos)
Georgetown, Guyana—24 Uitvlugr Front, West Coast Demerara
La Paz, Bolivia—Avenida Herando Siles 6239 (mail: Casilla 10278 Ohbrajes)/ 783023
Lima, Peru—]iron Junin 415/ 28-94.91
Medellin, Colombia—Villa Rica 2 Trasversal 75, No. 72B-110/ 345753
Momewdeo, Uruxuay—-(" willa 10,531, Sue. Pluna
P of P Via las Cumbres, enrrada Villa Zaira, frente a INPSA No. 10
(mail: PO “Box 6-29-54, Panama)/ 681070
Quito, Ecuador—Apdo. 2384, Calle Yasuni No. 404 (mail: P.O. Box 2384)
San Jose, Costa Rica— 100 mtrs. sureste de aptos Tome Blance Urbanizacién Carmiol, Montes
de Oca, Casa Nao. 49 {mail: P.O. Box 166, Paseo Estudiantes, Z-1002)
San Salvador, Bl Salvador—67 Avenida Sur Mo, 15, Colonia Escalon
Santiago, Chﬂe—-Eamdmn(es. 150
Santo Domi an Republic—Calle Cayetano Rodriguez No, 254/ (809) 688-7242
Trinidad and Tobago, West |nd|e5—-—-Prd|J}|up ada Ave., Longdenville, Chaguanas
FARM COMMUNITIES
San Salvador, El Salvader—Carrerera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitin,
Dpto. de La Libertad
Guyana—=Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice
RESTAURANTS
Cuzco, Peru—Calle Procuradores No. 36
Lima, Peru—Azangaro 149
San José, Costa Rica— 50 metros al este de la casa amarilla, Avenida 7, No., 13253
San Salvador, El Salvador—Govinda's, 7* Calle Oriente No. 155/ 218035
Santiago, Chile—Govinda’s (ar ISKCON Santiagn)




Enjoy the‘Taste of SpiritualLife

At the centers of the Hare Krsna movement, you’ll find classes
in the science of self-realization, blissful chanting of Hare
Krsna, festivals, and— every Sunday afternoon—the
famous Hare Krsna feast. To find out more, call or visit
the Hare Krsna center nearest y

] H FARM COMMUNITIES
N.,OR AMERICA Caddo, Oklahoma (New Kuruksetra) —Route 1, Box 206-A, 74719/ (405) 367-2784
CANADA e Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan)—Roure 2, Box 449, 39426/ (601) 798-8533

Edmonton, Alberta—8957 77th Ave., TSN 2NT/ (403) 466-9037 Gainesville, Florida—Rr. 2, Box 24, Alachua, 32615/ (904) 462-4880
Montreal, Quebec—1626 Pie [X Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ (514) 517-1101 . Guraho, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill)—(contact ISKCON Rio Piedras)
Montreal, Quebec—1469 Mansfield St., HIA 1Y5/ (514) 845-5624 Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Goloka)—Rt. 6, Box 701, 27278/ (919) 732-6492
Ottawa, Ontario—212 Somerset St. E., KIN 6V4/ (613) 233-188¢ Hotchkiss, Colorado (New Barshana}—P.O. Box 112, B1419/(303) 527-4584
Regina, Saskatchewan—2817 Victoria Ave., S4T 1K6/ (306) 522-4973 Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) —Murari Project, Re. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/
Toronto, Ontario—243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2]6/ (416) 922-5415 (615) 759-T331
Vancouver, B.C.—5461 S.E. Marine Dr., Bunaby V5] 3G8/ (604) 433-9728 New Vrindaban, W. Virginia—R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/ (304) 843-1600

FARM COMMUNITY Ninole, Hawaii (New Krsnaloka)—P.0. Box 108, 96773/ (808) 595-3941
Waoburn, Quebec (New Badarinatha)— 145 Rang Louise, GOY 1R0/ (819) 566-2252 Philo, California—P.O. Box 179, 95466/ (415) 733-0254
. RESTAURANTS Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita-nagari)—R.D. No. 1, 17082/ (717) 527-2493
Montreal—Chez Govinda, 3678 Saint Denis St./ (514) 843-8510 Three Rivers, CA (Bhaktivedanta Village)—44799 Dinely Dr., 93271/ (209) 561-3187
Ottawa—The Back Home Buffer, 212 Somerset St. E./ (613) 233-460 RESTAURANTS

U.S.A. Dallas—Kalachandji’s (at ISKCON Dallas)

Ann Arbor, Michigan—606 Packard St., 48104/ (313) 665-9057 Detroit—Govinda's (at ISKOON Detroit)/ (313) 331-6740
Atlanta, Georgia—1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. N.E., 30306/ (404} 377-8680 Los Angeles—Govinda's, 9624 Venice Blvd,, Culver Ciry, 90230/ (213) B36-1269
Baltimore, Maryland—200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ (301) 788-3885 Miami Beach—Govinda's (at ISKCON Miami Beach)
Boston, Massachusetts—72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ (617) 247-8611 New Veindaban—Palace of Gold Restaurant/ (304) 843-1233 (closed Dec. —April}
Chicago, Illinois— 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ (312) 973-0900 St. Louis—Govinda's (ar ISKCON St. Louis)/ (314) 535-8161
Cleveland, Ohio—15720 Euclid Ave., E. Cleveland, 44112/ (216) 681-3193 San Diego—Govinda's, 1470 N, Hwy. 101, Leucadia 92024/ (619) 9422330
Dallas, Texas— 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ (214) 827-6330 San Francisco—Jagannatha's Care, 57 Jessie St., 94105/ (415) 495-3083
Denver, Colorado— 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ (303) 333-5461 San Francisco— The Higher Taste, 775 Frederick St., 94117/ (413) 661-72%0
Detroit, Michigan—383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ (313) 824-6000 San F i The Seven Mothers, 86 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-9703
E. Lansing, Michigan—319 Grove St., 48823/ (517) 351-6603 San Juan, Puerto Rico—Govinda, Tetuan 153, Viejo San Juan 00903/ (809) 727-4885

Fullerton, California—2011 E. Chapman Ave., 92631/ (714) 870-1156
Gainesville, Florida—1208 5.W. 1st Ave., 32601/ (304) 371-2579
Gurabo, Puerto Rico—Rr. 181, Box 215-B, Bo, Sta. Rita, 00658/ (809) 763-9311

Honolulu, Hawaii—351 Coelho Way, 96817/ (808) 595-3947 EUROPE
Houston, Texas—1111 Rosalie St., 77004/ (713) 526-2860
Laguna Beach, California—285 Legion St., 92651/ (714) 494-7029 ENGLAND, IRELAND, AND SCOTLAND
Lake Huntington, New York—P.O. Box 388, 12752/ (914) 932-8273 Belfast, Northern Ireland—21 Ava Avenue, Ormeau Rd., Belfase 7
Long Island, New York—197 5. Ocean Ave., Freepart, 11520/ (516) 378-6184 Dublin, Ireland—Castlefield House, Knocklyon Road, Templeogue, [thlm 16/ 945504
Los Angeles, California—3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ (213) 836-2676 Glasgow, Scotland—571 Sauchiehall St., Charing Cross, Glasgow G3 7PQY/ 041-21-5999
Miami Beach, Florida—2445 Collins Ave., 33140/ (305) 531-0331 London, England (city)—10 Soho Sr_. , London W1/ 01-437-3662
Morgantown, West Virginia—322 Beverley Ave., 26505/ (304) 202-6725 l.onr.lm!, Eng_land. (cpunrrry}—ﬁhakt:vedanm Manor, Letchmore Heath, Watford,
Newark, Delaware— 168 Elkton Rd., 19711/ (302) 453-8510 Hertsfordshire WD2 SEP/ (01) 9276-7244 8
New Orleans, Louisiana— 2936 Esplanade Ave., 701197 (504) 488-7433 Manchester, England—106 College Road, Whalley Range, Manchester 16/ 061-881-1947
New York, New York—305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ (212) 855-6714 Worlcestcr, Engiat!d—- Chaitanya College ar Croome Court, Severn Stoke, Worcester
Norman, Oklahoma—312 5, Webster, 73069/ (405) 360-5536 (mail: P.O. Bax 5997, 73070) WREIDWAOI 367214
Orlando, Florida—801 Lowell Blvd., 32803/ (305) 894-7811 FARM COMMUNITIES
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—51 W. Allens Lanc, 19119/ (215) 247-4600 Glengariff, Ireland (Hare Kpyna Farm)—County Cork
Provid Rhode Island— 39 Glendale Ave,, 02906/ (401) 273-9010 London, England— (contact Bhakeivedanta Manor)
Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico—Ave. Jesis T. Pifiero No. 258-A, University Gardens, 00921/ RESTAURANT - =
(809) 765-4745 London—Healthy, Wealthy, and Wise, 9-10 Soho Se./ 01-437-1835
$t. Louis, Missouri—3926 Lindell Blvd,, 63108/ (314) 535-8085 ITALY
San Diego, California— 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ (619) 483-2500 Bologna—Via Salicero 1, 40013 Castelmaggiore (BO}/ 51/700-868
San Francisco, CA— Bhakrivedanta Institute & Fellowship, 84 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 664-2397 Catania—Via San Nicold al Borgo 28, 95128 Catania, Sicily/ 95/552-252
Seattle, Washington—400 18th Ave. E., 98112/ (206) 325-7011 Milan—Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano/ 2/862-417
State College, Pennsylvania—103 E. Hamilton Ave., 16801/ (814) 234-1867 MNaples—Via Torricelli 77, 80059 Torre del Greco (NA)/ 81/881-5431
Tallahassee, Florida—701 W. Pensacola, 32304/ (904) 222-0790 Padua—Via delle Granze 107, 35040 Loc. Camin {PD)/ 49/760-007
Tampa, Florida— 1514 127th Ave., 33612/ (813) 254-2256 Pisa— Via delle Colline, Loc. La Meridiana, 56030 Perignano (P1)/ 587/616-194
Topanga, California—20395 Callon Dr., 90290/ (213) 455-1658 Rome—\Via di San Simone 73/A, 00186 Roma/ 6/654-8856
Towaco, NJ—100 Jacksonville Rd., (mail: F.O. Box 109, 07082)/ (201) 199-0970 * Rome—Via di Tor Tre Teste 142, 00169 Roma/ 6/263-157
Washington, D.C.—10310 Oaklyn Rd., Potomac, Maryland, 20854/ (301) 299-2100 Turin—Strada Berra 15/1, Loc. Tetti Gariglio, 10025 Pino Torinese (TO)/ 11/840-957
Washington, D.C.—2128 O St. N.W,, 20037/ (202) 293-0825 Varese—Via Volta 19, 21013 Gallarate (VA)/ 331/783-268

(This list of worldwide Hare Krsna centers continues on the inside back cover.)





