Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to America
in 1965, at age sixty-nine, to fulfill
his spiritual master’s request that
he teach the science of Krsna
consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world. In a
dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation
and commentary on India’s Vedic
literature, and these are now
standard in universities world-
wide, Meanwhile, traveling
almost nonstop, Srila Prabhupada
molded his international society
into a worldwide confederation of
asramas, schools, temples, and
farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in India's
Vrndavana, the place most
sacred to Lord Krspa. His
disciples are carrying forward the
movement he started.

BACK To GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

When Srila Prabhupada began the Saciety (in New
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes

he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

1. To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge
to society at large and to educate all peoples in the

techniques of spiritual life in order to check the
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real
unity and peace in the world.

2. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re-
vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

3. To bring the members of the Society together
with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime
entity, thus developing the idea within the

members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).

4. To teach and encourage the sarnkirtana

5.

movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

To erect for the members and for society at large
a holy place of transcendental pastimes
dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

. To bring the members closer together for the

purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
of life.

. With a view toward achieving the aforementioned

purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,
books, and other writings.
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THE

FINAL POINT

FOR THE

BUBBLE OF ILLUSION

An explanation of a song

by the great spiritual teacher Narottama dasa Thakura,
given by His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness,
some fourteen years ago in the Los Angeles Hare Krsna center.

Narottama dasa Thakura, who has
written this song, is a famous dcarya

[spiritual master], and his compositions
are accepted as Vedic truth. In this song
he represents himself as a common man,
as one of us. He laments, appealing to
Hari, Lord Krsna, hari hari biphale janama
gonainu: “My dear Lord, 1 have uselessly
spoiled my life, because I have not
worshiped You.”

People do not know that they
are spoiling their life. They are
thinking, “I've got a very nice
apartment, a very nice car, a
very nice wife, a very nice
income, a Very nice so-

cial position.” All these
material attractions

make us forget the
purpose of our life—
to worship Krsna.
In one verse
[5.5.8]. the Srimad-
Bhagavatam sum-
marizes the materi-
al attractions: pur-
sah striva mithuni-
bhavam etam tayor
mitho hrdaya-gran-
thim ahuh! ato grha-
ksetra-sutapta-vittair
janasya moho 'yam
aham mameti. The ba-
sic principle of material
attraction is sex: pumisah
striva mithuni-bhavam etam.
A man hankers after a woman,
and a woman hankers after a
man. And when they actually en-
gage in sex, they become very much
attracted to each other: tayor mitho
hrdaya-granthim ahuh. Hrdaya means
“heart,” and granthim means “hard knot.”
So when a man and a woman engage in sex,

the hard knot in the heart is tied. “I cannot
leave you,” he says. “You are my life and
soul,” And she says, “I cannot leave you.
You are my life and soul.”

For a few days. Then divorce.

But the beginning is sex. The basic prin-
ciple of material attraction is sex. We have
organized sex life in many social conven-
tions, Marriage is a social convention that
gives sex a nice finishing touch, that’s all.
Sometimes it is said that marriage is
legalized prostitution. But for keeping up
social relations one has to accept some
regulative principles, some restrictions on
sense gratification. Therefore civilized
human beings recognize that there is a dif-
ference between sex in marriage and sex
outside of marriage, which is just like sex
between animals.

In any case, when two people unite
some way or other, their next demandis a
nice apartment (grha) and some land
(ksetra). Then children (suta). When you
have an apartment and a wife, the next re-
quirement is to have children, because
without children no home life is pleasant.
Piitra-fiinan gritarh sanyam: “Home life
without children is just like a desert.”
Children are the real pleasure of home
life. Finally there is the circle of relatives,
or society (dpta). And all these parapher-
nalia have to be maintained with money
(vittaih). So money is required.

In this way one becomes entangled in
the material world and covered by illu-
sion. Why illusion? Why are such impor-
tant things—wife, children, money—
illusion? Because although at the present
moment you may think everything is all
right—you have a nice arrangement of
home life, apartment, wife, children, soci-
ety, and position—as soon as your body is
finished everything is finished. You're
forced to leave everything and move on to

ILLUSTRATION BY GANA-MALA-DEVI DAS!

your next platform. And you do not know
what your next platform will be. Your next
body may be that of a human being or a cat
or a dog or a demigod or anything. You do
not know. But whatever it is, as soon as
you leave your present body you will
forget everything. There will be no re-
membrance of who you were, who your
wife was, what your home was like, how
big your bank balance was, and so on.
Everything will be finished.

Everything will be finished in a flash,
just like a bubble bursting in the ocean.
The thrashing of the waves in the ocean
generates millions and billions of bubbles,
but the next moment they are all finished.
Finished.

In this way material life is going on, The
living entity travels through many species
of life, many planets, until he comes to the
human form of life. Human life is an op-
portunity to understand how we are trans-
migrating from one place 10 another, from
one life to another, and simply wasting our
time, not understanding what our con-
stitutional position is and why we are
suffering so much distress.

These things are to be understood in
this human form of life. But instead of in-
quiring about our real position, we are
simply engaged with mithuni-bhavam and
grha-ksetra-sutapta-vittaih—sex, wife,
home, property, children, society, money,
and position. We are captivated with these
things, and we are spoiling our life.

So Narottama dasa Thakura, represent-
ing us, is lamenting, “My dear Lord, I
have spoiled my life.” Why? Manusya-
janama paiya radhd-krsna nda bhajiva:
“This human form of life is meant for
understanding Radha-Krsna (the Lord
and His energy) and worshiping Radha-
Krsna. But instead of making contact with
Radha-Krspa, I am simply spoiling my
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life in sense gratification.”

Then his lament goes on. Golokera
prema-dhana hari-nama-sankirtana rati
na janmilo kene tay: “Alas, why have I no
attraction for chanting Hare Krsna?” The
chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra is a
transcendental vibration; it is not a ma-
terial thing. It is imported from the tran-
scendental abode of Krsna. From there the
transcendental sound of Hare Krsna has
come. This sound is like the sunshine com-
ing from the sun. Although you cannot go
to the sun—it is far, far beyond your
reach—you can understand that the sun-
shine is coming from the sun globe. There
is no doubt about it. Similarly, the vibra-
tion of the Hare Krsna mantra is coming
from Krsna’s planet, Goloka (golokera
prema-dhana). And this chanting produces
love of Krsna. (Prema-dhana means “the
treasure of love for Krsna.™)

Narottama dasa Thakura laments, hari-

nama-sankirtana rati na janmilo kene tay:
“Alas, why do I have no attachment for
the chanting of Hare Krsna?” Why should
one be attached to this chanting? That is ex-
plained in the next line. Samsara-bisanale
diba-nisi hiya jwale juraite: “Chanting
Hare Krsnpa is the only remedy to relieve
the heart from the burning poison of sense
gratification,” Hiyd means “heart.” Our
heart is always burning. Why? Because it
is in touch with the sense-gratificatory
process. No sense-gratificatory process can
give me satisfaction, even though I try this
way and that way, this way and that way.
People are trying sense gratification in so
many ways, and now they have come to
the last point: the naked dance and . . .
what is that called —that short skirt?
Devotee: Miniskirt.
Srila Prabhupada: Miniskirt, yes. [Laughs.]
So, because in the material world the basic
principle is sex, everyone is inviting, “Yes,
come on, enjoy sex. Come on, enjoy sex.”
But no matter how you try to enjoy sex,
you cannot be satisfied. That is certain,
because sense gratification is not your real
platform of enjoyment. You are a spirit
soul, and unless you come to the spiritual
platform you will never be satisfied by any
sense gratification. You’ll simply go on
hankering aftér pleasure, but you will find
no satisfaction.

Therefore, Narottama dasa Thakura
says we are suffering in sarisdra-bisanale.
Samsdra indicates our material demands
for eating, sleeping, mating, and defend-
ing. These are just like fiery poison. Then
he says, “My heart is burning from this
poison, but 1 have not searched out the
means of relief: the chanting of Hare
Krsna, I have no attachment for this chant-
ing, and therefore I have spoiled my life.”

Then he says, vrajendra-nandana jei
Saci-suta hoilo sei. The chanting of Hare
Krsna was introduced by Krsna Himself,
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Vrajendra-nandana, in the form of Lord
Caitanya, Saci-suta. Krsna took the part
of the son of Maharaja Nanda, the king of
Vrndavana. Therefore Krsna is called Vra-
jendra-nandana. And Lord Caitanya took
the role of the son of Mother Saci: so He is
known as Saci-suta. The Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead takes pleasure when He
is addressed with His devotee’s name,
with His energy’s name. (His devotees are
also His energy.) Although He has no
father—He is the father of everyone—
He accepts some devotee as His father
when He appears on earth. When a pure
devotee wanis Krsna as his son, Krsna
accepts the devotee as His parent,

Everyone is inviting,
“Come on, enjoy sex.”
But no matter how
hard you try to enjoy
Sex, you cannot
be satisfied.
That is certain.
Unless you come to
the spiritual platform
of enjoyment, you
will never be satisfied.

So Narottama dasa Thakura says that
Vrajendra-nandana (Krsna) has now ap-
peared as Saci-suta (Lord Caitanya), and
Balarama (Krsna's brother) has become
Nitai. And what is Their business? Dina-
hina-jata chilo hari-name uddharilo: sav-
ing all kinds of wretched, sinful, con-
ditioned souls by teaching them the chant-
ing of Hare Krsna. In this age, Kali-yuga,
you cannot find a pious man or a saintly
person. Everyone is addicted to sinful ac-
tivities. But simply by distributing the
chanting of Hare Krsna, Lord Caitanya
saved everyone, however fallen he might
have been. “Come on!” He said. “Chant
Hare Krsna and be delivered.”

What is the evidence that Lord Caitan-
ya saved even the most fallen? Tara sakst
Jjagai madhai. Jagai and Madhai were two
brothers who engaged in all kinds of sinful
affairs. They were born into a very high
brahmana family, but by bad association
they became sinful. Similarly, in the present
age, although the people of the West are
descending from Aryan families, very nice
families, by association they have become

fallen. Their environment is full of illicit
seX, intoxication, meat-eating, and gam-
bling. So Jagai and Madhai are specimens
of the modern population, and Lord Cai-
tanya delivered them simply by inducing
them to chant the Hare Krsna mantra.

So chanting Hare Krsna will actually de-
liver all fallen souls, without doubt. This is
not bogus propaganda. Whatever his past
life, anyone who takes to this chanting
process will become saintly. He will be-
come a pure, Krsna conscious person.

Chanting Hare Krsna will purify our
heart, our burning heart. Then we will un-
derstand, “I am an eternal servant of the
Supreme Lord, Krsna.” Ordinarily we can
come to this understanding only after
many, many births, as Krsna confirms in
the Bhagavad-gita [7.19]. Bahtinam jan-
mandm ante jadnavan mam prapadyate:
“After many, many births, when a person
becomes a man of wisdom, he surrenders
unto Me.” Why? Viasudevah sarvam iti:
because he knows that Vasudeva, Krsna,
is everything. But that kind of great soul is
very rare (sa mahatma sudurlabhah).

But Lord Caitanya has made it easy to
become such a great soul. How? Simply by
chanting Hare Krsna. Therefore at the
end of his song Narottama dasa Thakura
says, hd ha prabhu nanda-suta vrsabhanu-
sutd-juta koruna karoha ei-baro: “My dear
Lord Krsna, You are now present before
me with Your internal potency, Your plea-
sure potency, Radharani. Please be mer-
ciful to me. Don’t neglect me because [ am
so sinful. My past life is so black, but don’t
neglect me. Please accept me. Don't kick
me away. [ surrender unto You.”

So, all of us should follow in the
footsteps of Narottama dasa Thakura.
The purificatory process is chanting Hare
Krsna. And as soon as our heart is
purified, we will become completely con-
vinced that Krsna is the Supreme Lord
and that we are His eternal servants. We
have forgotten this. We are serving, but
instead of serving the Lord we are serving
our senses. We have never become the
master. We are not the masters of our
senses; we are the servants of our senses.
That is our position.

So why not become the servant of the
Supreme Lord instead of remaining the
servant of your senses? Actually, you can
become the master of your senses only
when you become the servant of Krsna.
Otherwise, it is mot possible. Either
goddsa or gosvami. that is your choice. A
person who is the servant of his senses is
called godasa, and a person who is the
master of his senses is called gosvami. He
controls his senses. When his tongue
wants to eat something not offered to
Krsna, he thinks, “O tongue, you cannot
taste this thing. It is not krsna-prasadam

(continued on page 26)
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Krsna’s Message at Westminster Abbey

The spiritual leader of the Hare Krsna movement in Great Britain
speaks of Krsna’s teachings in one of England’s most venerable churches.

One of the highlights of last summer’s Fes-
tival of India in Britain was an ecumenical
dialogue at Westminster Abbey, where
British clergymen gathered to learn more
about the Hare Krsna movement and iis
role in English society. Leading members
of the movement and The Very Reverend
Dr. Edward Carpenter, Dean of the
Abbey, sponsored the dialogue. Repre-
senting the Hare Krsna movement was
Srila Bhagavan Goswami, one of the
movement's present spiritual masters. Here
is his address.

Iwould like to thank all of you for com-
ing today and giving us an opportunity
to explain a little of the history and purpose
of the Krsna consciousness movement.
The founder and spiritual master of our
movement, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, traveled from

India to America in 1965. So, many people
may not be aware that Krsna conscious-
ness is actually a very great historical
movement. Five hundred years ago, ac-
cording to our scriptures, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Krsna, appeared
in His form as Caitanya Mahaprabhu in
Mayapur, India, in the area that is now
called West Bengal. In the Bhagavad-gita
[4.7], which many of you may be familiar
with, the Lord describes His appearance
within this world:

yada yada hi dharmasya
glanir bhavati bharata

abhyutthanam adharmasya
tadatmanar srjamy aham

“From time to time, when the principles of
religion diminish, I descend in order to
rectify the situation.”

We understand from the Vedic scrip-

tures that the incarnations of the Lord in
various forms are as numerous as the
waves in the ocean. But the specific pur-
pose of the Lord’s appearance as Caitanya
Mahaprabhu was to teach us how a devo-
tee of the Lord can develop his love of
God by chanting God’s holy name.

All great scriptures of the world glorify
the name of God. God’s name is not an or-
dinary sound vibration; it is actually as
glorious as God Himself. In Sanskrit we
say, ndma cintamanih krsnas caitanya-
rasa-vigrahah: “The name of God is made
of spiritual energy. So in all aspects it
is absolute and thus nondifferent from
the Supreme Personality of Godhead Him-
self.”

Caitanya Mahaprabhu came five hun-
dred years ago to teach how the whole
world could be united in the church of the
chanting of the holy name of God. Since

Above: Srila Bhagavan Goswami and The Very Reverend Dr. Edward Carpenter, Dean of Westminster Abbey, field questions from assembled clergymen.

BACK TO GODHEAD 5



that time, the disciplic succession, or chain
of spiritual masters, has produced an im-
mense philosophy explaining the perfec-
tion that a living entity can achieve by
chanting the holy name, purifying his exis-
tence, and deepening his faith in God.

Faith in God is actually the driving force
that sustains human society. When faith in
God is not at the center of society, there
can be no real progress. Externally there
may seem to be a type of progress, but this
progress is like the progress of a decaying
body.

Without becoming God conscious,
there is no way for one to develop good
qualities. Actually, human beings are
meant to become saintly persons. Like no
other species, human beings can receive a
very important type of education; educa-
tion concerning the soul and its relation-
ship to God and the world. Yet we see that
although there are many universities for
cultivating knowledge and providing edu-
cation, and although in one sense we are
very advanced in technology and science,
there is a great lack in our educational in-
stitutions. Where is that education and
that technology and that science that
can make someone into a saintly person?
Our universities may graduate so many
Ph.D.’s, but if these scholars simply re-
main attached to material life, if they do
not know what happens at the time of
death, if they do not know that they have
an eternal relationship with God, then
their education is like the decorations on a
dead body. We may decorate a dead body
with flowers and precious cloth and jewels,
but these won’t bring the body back to life.
Similarly, unless human society turns out
persons of good quality who are fixed in
morality, nonviolence, austerity, cleanli-
ness, truthfulness, and mercy—and who
know the science of God—then human
society has a great shortcoming.

So there is a great need in the world to
increase people’s faith in God, and that
faith must be based on a scientific under-
standing of Him. Understanding God is
not a matter of sentiment. As Krsna says
in the Bhagavad-gita [10.32], adhyatma-
vidya vidyanam: “Of all sciences, I am the
spiritual science of the Self.” This is the
science the Krsna consciousness move-
ment is propagating all over the world.

From the external point of view our
devotees seem to be simply singing on the
street and playing some drums and cym-
bals. But there is a great philosophy be-
hind the Krsna consciousness movement.
Up till the most recent years the Sanskrit
Vedic teachings have been hidden from
the West by the language barrier. So our
spiritual master, Srila Prabhupada, con-
sidered his translations of these teachings
his most important contribution. The sci-
entific presentation of who God is and
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who we are, what our spiritual nature is,
what our relationship with one another on
the eternal platform is, how to act in that
relationship, and how, ultimately, to ex-
perience the perfection of human feeling
and emotion in the form of pure, unadul-
terated love of God—all of this is ex-
plained in Srila Prabhupada’s books,
which are a great gift to the whole of man-
kind. Since Srila Prabhupada began our
movement in 1965, we have distributed
close to one hundred million pieces of lit-
erature throughout the world. We now
have translations in thirty languages and
centers in more than one hundred cities on
six continents,.

We may create
a United Nations or
SALT talks or
this or that, but
we will really begin to
solve world problems
only when we start
to give people
genuine spiritual
knowledge and
spiritual experience.

Of course, you have no doubt heard
many things about “the Hare Krsnas” —
that we are brainwashing people or this
and that. But the actual fact is that many
brains need to be washed [Laughter], be-
cause in general people—not all people,
of course—but in general there is a weak-
ening of faith and people have turned to
materialistic alternatives in life, However,
according to Krsna's teachings in the
Bhagavad-gita [2.13], dehino 'smin yatha
dehe: we are not the external body; rather,
we are the consciousness within the body.
Therefore a society that is simply con-
cerned with satisfying the needs and de-
sires of the body is somewhat like a man
who simply polishes a birdcage but never
feeds the bird inside.

Because we are by nature spiritual liv-
ing entities, we require spiritual knowl-
edge, spiritual association, spiritual food,
spiritual friendship. These are what will
satisfy our heart. No matter what you give
a hungry man, he will remain unsatisfied
until you give him some food. Similarly,
we may create a United Nations or SALT

talks or this or that, but we will really
begin to solve world problems only when
we start to give people genuine spiritual
knowledge and spiritual experience, which
are not only our birthright but our neces-
sity from time immemorial.

Although there are many threats of im-
pending war (Britain has also recently got-
ten disturbed in the South Atlantic), there
is another type of war that we are waging
all the time. This is the war against the ma-
terial energy, which comes when we forget
our relationship with God. As Krsna
says in the Bhagavad-gita [15.7], manah
sasthanindriyani prakrti-sthani karsati:
“The living entity in the material world is
constantly struggling with his mind and
senses.” The result is that he must take
birth again and again in this material
world in various species of life. Actually,
we are all waging a war against time, be-
cause whether we are atheistic, theistic,
black, white, old, or young, ultimately we
all have to face the time of death, which
the Vedic teachings describe as the most
momentous time of life.

As Krsna explains in the Bhagavad-gita
[8.6], sada tad-bhava-bhavitah: “What
your mind is attached to at the time of
death determines your next state of exis-
tence.” So although the West has made
tremendous progress in technology (our
spiritual master has said India is at least
one hundred years behind), the West has
lagged far behind India in spiritual knowl-
edge. People in the West are largely igno-
rant of the Vedic science of how one can
leave his material body at the time of
death and go back home, back to
Godhead, never to take another birth in
this material world. This Vedic science has
been known and practiced to perfection
by Indian saints, sadhus, and yogis for
countless millennia,

The Krsna consciousness movement is
presenting the essential truths of the Vedic
science of self-realization. We had our
humble beginnings, just as the early Chris-
tians had their humble beginnings. Srila
Prabhupada established our movement
sixteen years ago in a tiny storefront in
New York City’s Lower East Side, which
at the time was the seat of the youth revo-
lution. Somehow Krsna led him to a small
storefront that had previously been called
“Matchless Gifts,” and from this store-
front our whole movement has expanded.
Of course, Srila Prabhupada didn’t see the
storefront as a tiny shack in New York; he
saw it as the base for spreading a move-
ment he once said will go down in history
as having saved the world in its darkest
hour.

We live in an age of instant communica-
tion. The news can come out from any part
of the world very quickly. Technology in
this aspect is practically mystical. But the



end result, in the form of the newspaper or
magazine story or the television broad-
cast, does not generally bring too much
ecstasy to anyone. No one is becoming
joyful or getting new hope.

So despite our great advances in tech-
nology, something is essentially wrong in
society, and this is that God is not in the
center. When we speak of God, or Krsna,
we must understand that God cannot be
two or three or four or five. God must be
one. Unfortunately, not only between dif-
ferent religions but within the same reli-
gion—whether Hinduism or Judaism or
Christianity or Mohammedanism —there
is so much conflict. So there is a great need
for scientific understanding of God. Once
we begin to understand God—His su-
preme personality, His form, His teach-
ings—there will certainly be great hope
for the world.

In my travels throughout Europe and
the world I have found that many people
want genuine spiritual experience very
much. But they don’t know where to look
for it, or what it really is. In the Bhagavad-
gita [14.26] Krsna says, sa gundn sama-
tityaitan brahma-bhiiydya kalpate: the spir-
itual platform is above the material modes
of nature. The modes of nature are igno-
rance, passion, and goodness, and gener-
ally people in this age are very much
influenced by the modes of ignorance and
passion. Genuine spiritual experience takes
us above the lower modes of nature, which
are characterized by lust and greed. Ob-
jectively and frankly speaking, we can see
that lust and greed are increasing all over
the world, whatever political party is in
power. What does this mean? It means
that there is an urgent need for a spiritual
change within society.

Now, when it comes to bringing about a
spiritual change in society, who could pos-
sibly know how to do this better than the
source of all spirit, God? No one can know
this better than He. So in all scriptures —
in our Bhagavad-gita and in other litera-
tures also—God or His representatives
say the same thing: “Serve God and try to
love God.”

But this requires that people undergo a
change of heart. In the present age, only
the congregational chanting of the holy
name of God can change people’s hearts.
You cannot tell someone to be a saintly
person by enacting a political formula or
raising another flag in the United Nations
or passing this doctrine or that doctrine.
The Bhagavad-gita explains that you must
have the genuine spiritual experience of
associating directly with God, and this
comes by chanting His name, which is
nondifferent from Him.

So we in the Krsna consciousness move-
ment are dedicating our life and soul to en-
couraging everyone to chant the name

of God, to understand God scientifically
through the Vedic literature (especially
Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam),
and to make life perfect by becoming a
devotee of the Lord. Itis not that someone
becomes a saintly person because of
chemical evolution, There is no “saint-
producing gene.” No. As Krsnasaysin the
Bhagavad-gita [15.7],

mamaivarso jiva-loke
Jjiva-bhiitah sandtanah

manah sasthanindriyani
prakrti-sthani karsati

“All living entities are eternally part and
parcel of Me. But because they have come

When we follow
some religious path,
we have to see how
we are passing out of

ignorance and passion
and reviving our
divine nature,
just as we might
pass out of
a heavy fever
and revive our health.

in contact with the material energy, their
original divine nature has become covered.”

Now, the process of Krsna conscious-
ness removes this covering. It is a process
of purification. So when we say “Krsna
consciousness,” we mean our original con-
sciousness. Rainwater or distilled water
has its original nature, but when it comes
in contact with soil it takes on the qualities
of soil and becomes mud. To get pure
water again, you have to use some kind
of purificatory process—filtering or dis-
tillation.

Similarly, in our pure, original state we
are all loving servants of the Lord, and the
whole point of education and work is to
bring out that nature. Otherwise, our
scriptures declare, everything that one
does is simply a useless waste of time
(Srama eva hi kevalam). One may be a big
this or a big that, but if one does not come
to the point of loving God and ultimately
thinking of God at the time of death,
all one's work, education, civilization,
society, are all for nothing.

God has created everything, including

the perfect way to organize human soci-
ety. The goal of society must be to teach
from the very beginning of life that this
material world is not our real home, that
our business here is not to work hard and
try to claim everything as our own, and
that we are nonmaterial beings whose real
home is with God in the spiritual world,
Our Krsna consciousness movement is
propagating this philosophy. Of course, I
cannot explain all the teachings within a
half hour, but we hope that you will feel
free to ask anything you like, You don't
have to feel any inhibition. If you would
like to know some of our brainwashing
techniques . . . [Laughter]

But seriously, there is an urgent need
for the propagation of spiritual science.
The leaders of each country have a solemn
responsibility to their citizens not only to
engage them in material advancement but
also to make sure every citizen is making
genuine spiritual advancement.

Would someone like to ask a question at
this point?

Lady: At the beginning of your talk you
said that it was essential for the individual to
call out the name of God —*“Hare Krsna” —
and as you were saying that, I thought of
the beginning of the Gospel of Saint John:
“In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God.” I have been told that the word God
can be translated as “creative love,” and I
wonder if you would agree that perhaps we
do all believe the same thing, perhaps we
are all reaching the same goal in our indi-
vidual services, and that it’s just a matter of
using different words to describe the same
thing. Would you agree?

$rila Bhagavan Maharaja: In one sense, in
a romantic sense, it’s very nice that we are
hopeful we are all on the same path. Butin
the practical sense we must evaluate in
another way.

The destination we are aiming for is
nothing short of our association, our direct
association, with God. Now, in our practi-
cal experience we know by certain signs
whether or not we are approaching a given
destination. It'snot thateveryone can goin
ten different directions and arrive at Lon-
don. Similarly, although the goal of human
existence islove of God, some of us are get-
ting closer to that goal and others are
moving farther away from it.

One of our scriptures, the Srimad-
Bhagavatam [1.2.8], says,

dharmah svanusthitah pumsam
visvaksena-kathdasu yah
notpadayed yadi ratirh
Srama eva hi kevalam
In Sanskrit, the word dharma is more or
less equivalent to our word religion. So,

roughly, this verse says, “If the religion
(continued on page 30)
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Lord Krsna’s Cuisine

Tikkis or Tiny Taters?

Store-bought food is small potatoes
when you can cook at home for Krsna with devotion.

Text and photo by
VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

S uppose you've decided to serve pota-
toes with your supper tonight. What
kind of potatoes will you serve? There
are dozens of choices. You could, for
instance, go to the neighborhood super-
market and for 79 cents get a one-pound
package of Bird's-Eye Tiny Taters. Then all
you'd have to do is spread the frozen, pre-
fried potatoes on a baking sheet and pop
them into the oven for 15 to 20 minutes
(stirring once after 7 minutes). Or, for 19
cents, you could get a pound of fresh pota-
toes instead and make tikkis (pronounced
“teekees”), pan-fried potato patties.

Just as you see cooks making pizzas in

8 BACK TO GODHEAD

pizza-parlor windows, if you ever go to
India or even to a quaint Indian restaurant
in a Western city you’ll probably see a
cook making tikkis. He'll make them just
as cooks before him have made them for
centuries. First he’ll spice and shape a
two-inch round potato patty. Then he’ll
place the patty near the center of a large,
flat, heavy iron griddle and let it cook ever-
so-slowly while he shapes more. When the
frying tikki forms a paper-thin brown crust
on the bottom, he’ll turn it over so a crust
forms on the other side. Finally, he’ll
scoot it to the edge of the griddle, where it
will stay thoroughly soft and warm—a

delightful addition to any supper.

It's not difficult to make tikkis at home,
and if you think of Lord Krspa while
you're making them and offer them to
Him when they’'re done, He will surely ap-
preciate your sincere endeavor, and so
will your family. (The Bird's-Eye people,
of course, may not.)

No doubt shaping and frying tikkis is
going to take you more time than baking
what’s inside some frozen package. But at
least you won't have to eat the disodium
dihydrogen pyrophosphate that the frozen
food manufacturers add to preserve the
color of their product. You also won't be
eating their hydrogenated soybean or palm
oil and a few other curious ingredients.

What you will get from eating fresh
cooked potatoes is quite amazing. After
years of scorn and neglect, the common
potato today is winning plaudits for being
an excellent source of nutrition. Six ounces
will give you almost half the vitamin C you
need each day, and potato protein contains
all the amino acids essential to nutrition,
Potatoes provide thiamine, riboflavin,
niacin, iron, calcium, and phosphorous —
all for only one hundred calories (and no
fat). The potato is also-one of the cheapest
vegetables available; it’s a staple for the
needy and, in the case of tikkis, a delicacy
for the gourmet.

Tikkis are just one of the options you
have in preparing fresh potatoes. For tik-
kis, first you mash the potatoes, but you
can also cook potatoes whole or shred, cube,
slice, or dice them. Tikkis are pan-fried,
but you can also bake, steam, sauté, or
stew potatoes. You can stuff them. You
can combine them with one—or more—
of fifty other vegetables. You can spice
them so they're hot, pungent, salty, bitter,
sour, or slightly sweet. You can cook them
with grains like rice or semolina. You can
garnish them with milk products like but-
ter, cheese, yogurt, or sour cream. And
you can serve them along with any number
of other foods. That’s just a few of the al-
ternatives you have for just one vegetable!
Devotees are not exaggerating when they
say that an expert cook can prepare hun-
dreds of thousands of dishes without using
meat, fish, or eggs. And, like tikkis, each
dish is both tasty and nutritious.

If you're a Westerner, chances are
you've eaten meat all your life and you
think it's necessary—if not for its protein
(amply available from nonmeat sources),
then at least for its taste. But if you try
cooking and eating a varied vegetarian
diet—dishes prepared with fresh veg-
etables, whole grains, milk products, and
fruits—I'm sure you’ll find what we’ve
found: nonvegetarian food isn’t even
missed.

What’s more, if you prepare pure veg-
etarian dishes and offer them to Krsna,
you’ll find that your spiritual life begins to



blossom, and along with it your peaceful
life. As Srila Prabhupada explains in
his purports to the Srimad-Bhagavatam:
“The human being is meant for self-reali-
zation, and for that purpose he is not to eat
anything which is not first offered to the
Lord. The Lord accepts from His devotee
all kinds of food preparations made of
vegetables, fruits, milk products, and

grains, and after the Lord accepts the food
the devotee can partake of the prasadam,
by which all suffering in the struggle for
existence will be gradually mitigated. The
spiritual regulative principles do not allow
a man to slaughter weaker animals on one
side and teach peaceful coexistence on the
other. If man does not allow the animals
peaceful coexistence, how can he expect

peaceful coexistence in human society?”
Of course, vegetarian food that’s been
processed, cooked, frozen, packaged,
stored, and shipped is still vegetarian. But
whether it will be satisfying to Lord Krsna
and to you is another question. So be-
tween tikkis and Tiny Taters, we resound-
ingly vote for tikkis. Try them and see
what you think. e

NED

(Recipes by Yamuna-devi dasi)

Basic Pan-Fried Mashed-Potato Patties
(Aloo Tikki)

One of the best things about tikkis is that you
can cook them without giving them much at-
tention (just one quick turn every fifteen or
twenty minutes will do), so they make for
truly effortless light meals. But they’re also
ideal for feast-sized dinners, since they give
you lots of time to make other dishes.

Preparation time: 30 minutes
Servings: 8 patties 22 inches across

1 pound new potatoes suitable for boiling

2'4to 2'4 tablespoons ghee (clarified butter)

(If you don’t have any ghee, you'll need 1 to
1Y4 teaspoons vegetable oil and 2
tablespoons butter)

1V4 teaspoons salt

scant 4 teaspoon black or white pepper

Y& teaspoon nutmeg

2 tablespoons fresh coriander or parsley
leaves, minced fine

1'% to 2 teaspoons fresh hot green chilies,
seeded and minced very fine or puréed

1% to 2 teaspoons fresh ginger root, peeled
and minced very fine

Y4 teaspoon turmeric powder

1 tablespoon lemon juice

3 to 4 tablespoons dry-roasted chickpea flour
or sifted whole-wheat flour

1. Boil the potatoes until they're tender
and then peel them. While the potatoes are
still warm, force them through a potato ricer
or a coarse sieve to produce a smooth mass of
mashed potatoes. Cool the potatoes to room
temperature and add 2 tablespoons of ghee or
butter and then the salt, pepper, and nutmeg.
Then knead the potatoes until all the ingre-
dients are evenly distributed.

2. Add the remaining ingredients (except
for the ghee or oil) and knead until they're
mixed well. Divide the mashed potatoes into
8 balls of equal size and then shape each ball
into a flat, round patty about 2% inches across
and 2 inch thick.

3. Brush a well-seasoned heavy iron grid-
dle or a nonstick finished 10- to 12-inch frying
pan with just enough ghee or vegetable oil to
prevent the potato patties from sticking. Turn
the flame down as low as possible and cook
the tikkis about twenty minutes on each side,
or until a thick, crisp, golden-brown crust
forms. Hasty cooking or too much ghee or oil
will cause the delicate patties to break apart.
Offer the tikkis to Krsna when they're still
hot, with a sprinkle of savory tamarind chutney
or a dob of zesty tomato sauce, seasoned
yogurt, or fresh green coriander-mint chutney.

Horseradish Variation

Prepare as directed above, but omit the tur-
meric powder. Instead, add 1 to 2 teaspoons
horseradish root that has been puréed or
grated fine.

Nut Variation

Prepare as directed above, but omit the
turmeric powder and the minced ginger and
chilies. Instead, add % teaspoon powdered
red chilies and 3 tablespoons toasted cashews,
almonds, or peanuts that have been chopped
fine.

Tomato Variation

Prepare tikkis as directed above, but omit
the turmeric powder. Instead, add 1 tea-
spoon dry-roasted cumin seeds that have
been coarsely crushed and 1 small firm ripe
tomato, diced fine.

Mashed-Potato Patties Stuffed with Peas
(Aloo-Mattar Tikki)

Preparation time: 30 minutes
Servings: 10 potato patties

Ingredients for the potato pastry:

1 pound new potatoes suitable for boiling
scant 1 teaspoon salt

s teaspoon black or white pepper

1 tablespoon butter or ghee

Ingredients for the pea stuffing:

14 tablespoon ghee or vegetable oil

15 tablespoon fresh ginger root, peeled and
minced fine

1% to 2 teaspoons fresh hot green chilies,
seeded and minced fine

Vs teaspoon asafetida powder

%4 cup peas

14 teaspoon salt

Vi teaspoon garam masald (available at Indian
groceries)

1 teaspoon dry-roasted cumin seeds, crushed
coarse

4 teaspoon sugar or other sweetener

1 teaspoon lemon juice

a small bowl of semolina

1 to 1% teaspoons ghee or vegetable oil

1. Prepare the potato pastry as directed in
Step 1 of the previous recipe.

2. Steam the peas until they're tender.
Then place them in a small bowl and mash
them into a coarse wet pulp. Over a medium-
high flame, heat %2 tablespoon of ghee or veg-
etable oil in a small saucepan until a drop of
water flicked into the pan sputters instantly.
Add the ginger root, chilies, and asafetida to

the ghee or oil and fry until brown. o)

3. Stir in the peas, salt, garam masala,
cumin seeds, and sugar, and cook until dry.
Remove the pan from the heat and add the
lemon juice. Now cool the spicy mashed peas
and shape into 10 equal portions.

4, Divide the potato pastry into 10 patties
of equal size. Place a portion of mashed peas
into the center of each patty and then fold the
edges together so that the peas are in the
center of the potato casing. Now gently flat-
ten the patties so they're each 2'2 inches
across.

5. Putateaspoonof ghee oroil into a 12-inch
heavy cast-iron pancake griddle or frying pan
and heat over a low flame for 2 minutes. Care-
fully place the patties on the griddle or pan
and very slowly brown them on both sides
until they form a golden-brown crust (about
15 minutes per side). Offer the tikkis to Krsna
hot, with a twist of lemon or lime or a dab of
fresh chutney.

Savory Mashed-Yam Patties
(Suran Tikki)

Preparation time: 30 minutes
Servings: 8 patties 22 inches across

1 pound yams

2 tablespoons cashews or peanuts, toasted
and chopped fine

2 tablespoons dry coconut, pulverized fine

1 to 1'% teaspoons fresh ginger root, minced
fine

1 to 1% teaspoons hot green chilies, minced
fine

1 tablespoon lemon or lime juice

1 teaspoon cumin powder

2 teaspoons coriander powder

2 tablespoons fresh coriander or parsley
leaves

Y4 teaspoon red chili powder or cayenne

14 teaspoon sugar or other sweetener

1 teaspoon salt

3 tablespoons dry-roasted chickpea flour

1 to 1% teaspoons ghee or vegetable oil

1. Peel the yams and steam until tender.
Mash them and mix in the remaining ingre-
dients, except for the ghee or oil. Knead the
yams until the ingredients are thoroughly
mixed in and the yams are smooth. Now
shape into eight round patties of equal size.

2. Put the ghee or oil in a heavy 12-inch
cast-iron griddle or frying pan and heat over a
low flame for about 2'4 minutes. Brown the
patties on each side until they form a nut-
brown, slightly crisp crust. Serve the tikkis to
Krsna while they're still warm, with a dab of
fresh moist chutney or wedges of lemon or
lime.

Y
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We welcome your letters. Write to
BACK TO GODHEAD

51 West Allens Lane
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19119

EETTERS

In the October issue of BTG, the “Yoga
Dictionary” made a careless definition of
Christ. It was stated, “The Bible speaks of
Jesus Christ as the son of God, and the
Vedic scriptures speak of Lord Krsna as
God Himself. So Jesus Christ is the son of
Lord Krsna,”

If this were actually so, why did Jesus
not tell us that His beloved Father’s name
is Krishna? It would have been so simple.
And if the father and the son are one in
purpose, why did Jesus not instruct His
disciples to chant the maha-mantra as the
way of salvation? It would have been less
painful than dying on the cross as a sac-
rifice for mankind’s sins.

The answer to this confusion is very
simple. There is obviously a misunderstand-
ing of the actual meaning of “God’s son.”
One would naturally assume that the dis-
tinction of “father” and “son” implied two
different persons. This is true in the ma-
terial sense of distinctions. But when one
speaks of God as Father and His son, it is
not material but spiritual.

Jesus answered this confusion of His
disciples when Philip asked, “Lord, show
us the Father and that will be enough for
us.” Jesus answered, “Don’t you know
me, Philip, even after [ have been among
you such a long time? Anyone who has
seen me has seen the Father.” (John 14:8-
9) Through the bodily form of Jesus Christ,
God has revealed His true nature per-
fectly. “For in Christ all the fullness of the
Deity lives in bodily form.” (Col. 2:9)

If, as you claim, Krishna is God the
Father, then He and Jesus would be non-
different in their nature and characteris-
tics. In fact, were we to place Christ and
Krishna side by side, there would ap-
pear some obvious differences in essential
character. The most glaring difference is
that while Krishna claims to remain tran-
scendentally aloof from the dilemma of
human suffering and requires a relentless
enforcement of karmic law, Jesus Christ
willingly laid aside his equality with God,
humbled himself to identify with human
suffering, and gave himself freely to die
for man’s sin so that all men might re-
ceive God’s mercy, grace, and forgiveness.
(Phil. 2:5-11)

I have met many Krishna devotees who
claim to be Christians. They all have this
same confusion. The true answer of the
Bible is the same for them as I have pre-
sented to you. Please be aware that you
are leading many astray with your careless
definition of Christ and Christianity. It is
simply a vain attempt to maintain your so-
called claim of nonsectarianism. I have

10 BACK TO GODHEAD

studied Krsna conscious philosophy and
the vaishnava bhakti writings. There are
some rather striking similarities to Chris-
tianity, but Christ and Krishna is not one
of them. Vaishnavism is Hindu, so you
embrace Hinduism—at least admit that
much. Then if you can stop deceiving
yourself, you may be inclined to stop
deceiving others.

Your servant in Christ,

Timothy A. James

Mt. Sterling, Kentucky

OUR REPLY: Even if you disagree with our
thoughts about Christ, they were not care-
less or hasty—we said precisely what we
intended.

As mentioned in Bhagavad-gitd, God
sends His messenger or appears on earth
Himself at various times to reestablish the
principles of religion. Whenever this oc-
curs, His purpose is the same: to turn us
away from materialistic life and back to
love for God.

Yet because the Lord or His envoy ap-
pears in various times, places, and circum-
stances, He presents this same message in
various ways.

Preaching to the followers of the Jewish
tradition, Jesus used the language of that
tradition. He chose not to introduce the
unfamiliar word Krsna. And still people
rejected his message and crucified him.

Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu prayed to
Krsna, “My dear Lord, You have hun-
dreds and thousands of names. and in
these names You have invested all Your
transcendental potencies. You have kindly
made it easy to approach You by chanting
Your holy names, but I am so unfortunate
that I have no attraction for them.”

Lord Caitanya did not insist that one
chant the mahd-mantra. Instead, He said
that one may glorify the Supreme Lord by
any of His limitless holy names. Praising
the holy names and glories of the Lord and
His pure devotees is the essence of all reli-
gion. (Isn’t that why you're writing to us
about Jesus Christ? If you don't agree,
what is your letter all about? And what
were Jesus and his disciples doing if not
praising God and His glories?)

Yes, Jesus died on a cross as a sacrifice
for mankind’s sin. Yet mankind—even
that portion of it that claims to be Chris-
tian—can’t seem to give up sinning. (We’ll
speak more about this later.)

You point out that Jesus and God are
one. This oneness is something Krsna's
devotees do understand. But they also see
how Jesus and God are different.

The use of the words father and son ob-

viously points to the existence of two dif-
ferent persons. When Jesus prays to God,
do you think he's praying to himself? And
the statement that Jesus is sitting “at the
right hand of God” would be nonsense
without the existence of two distinct indi-
viduals—Jesus and God. This is not a ma-
terial distinction. It is an eternal, spiritual
distinction. Even in God’s spiritual king-
dom, there are two distinct individuals—
the father and the son, the Lord and his
servant.

It’s too bad you quoted only part of the
discourse between Jesus and Philip. Here's
how Jesus continues: “How can you say,
‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe
that I amin the Father, and that the Father
is in me? The words I say to you are not
just my own. Rather, it is the Father, liv-
ing in me, who is doing his work. Believe
me when [ say that I am in the Father and
the Father is in me.” (John 14:9-11)

There is an intimate relationship between
the Supreme Lord and His pure devotee.
As stated in our Srimad-Bhagavatam, the
Supreme Lord is always in the heart of the
devotee, so the devotee is always in the
heart of the Lord, Speaking of those who
devote themselves to Him in pure loving
service, Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita (9.29),
“They are in Me, and I am in them.”

The sweetness of this eternal relation-
ship between the Lord and His pure devo-
tee depends on their eternal individuality.
Without individuality, how can there be
service, how can there be sacrifice, and
how can there be love?

When a pure devotee speaks, he does so
not on his own behalf but on behalf of the
Lord. And because the devotee com-
pletely surrenders to the Lord, the Lord
works through Him. Therefore seeing the
pure devotee is as good as seeing the Lord
Himself.

Lord Caitanya summarized this under-
standing by saying that the devotee and
the Lord are “simultaneously one and
different.”

The Vedic literature therefore recom-
mends that one serve the Lord by serving a
pure devotee of the Lord, accepting him as
one's spiritual master. One should respect
such a spiritual master as one would respect
the Lord Himself, because such a dear ser-
vant of the Lord is a direct representative
of the Lord. In a verse that's strikingly
parallel with the text that you quote from
Colossians, the Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.
17.27) records that the Supreme Lord says,
“One should know the spiritual master to
be one with Me and never disrespect him
in any way. One should not envy him,
thinking him an ordinary man, for he fully
embaodies all the qualities of God.”

Yet although the spiritual master is one
with God, one should never think that he
is God. Both oneness and difference are

(continued on page 24)



What'’s the Role

Of Women

In Krsna Consciousness!

To explore the issue of women's
liberation and the role of wom-
en in the Krsna consciousness
movement, we interviewed Sita-
rani-devi dasi, a four-year mem-
ber of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness. A
native of Great Britain, she
Joined the movement in Austra-
lia and received initiation in
1979 from Srila Bhavananda
Goswami Visnupdda. She now
lives in Philadelphia with her
husband, Subhananda ddsa, a
senior editor of the Bhakti-
vedanta Book Trust.

B ack to Godhead: At a time
when feminism and wom-
en's liberation have become
significant forces in society,
questions often come up about
the role of women in religions
that are closely tied in to tradi-
tionally male-dominated cultures. Speaking
from the viewpoint of Krsna consciousness
and the culture it embodies—the Vedic,
or Vaisnava, tradition—how would you
respond to that concern?
Sitarani dasi: First let’s try to understand
the core concern of the women’s libera-
tion movement. If you look beyond the
standard criticism that male-dominated
society has failed to grant women social,
political, or economic equality, you dis-
cover a concern that's more basic, a
deeper concern. I would say that, in the
most basic sense, women are protesting
that they’re not respected, more specifi-
cally that they are viewed as mere instru-
ments of male gratification, as sex objects.
Our society is pervaded by a perception
of women as sources of satisfaction—

A Krsna conscious woman explains.

especially sexual satisfaction—for men.
Images of attractive women are used in
every conceivable manner to entice people
to think, act, or consume in various ways.
The gross or implied idea that women are
meant for pleasing the senses of men per-
vades our culture. This is demeaning and
insulting to any thoughtful woman. What
is demeaning is that the woman herself—
whether as a psychological being or a spiri-
tual being—is not taken seriously. She
becomes, in a sense, a nonperson. All
that's important is her body, as an exploit-
able commodity. And women are so con-
ditioned by this that they accept it and are
even flattered by it.

The root of the whole problem is what
devotees call the “bodily” or material con-
ception of life. Everyone thinks they’re

their body, that the temporary,
external, material body is the
self. That’s an illusion. It’s the
biggest illusion in materialistic
society, and it underlies every-
thing. When you identify with
your body, you constantly try
to control and extract pleasure
out of various material objects,
including the bodies of others.
In that bodily illusion, a man
seeks to enjoy a woman sexu-
ally, and he calls it “love.”
BTG: But isn’t the woman also
in the bodily conception?
Sitarani dasi: Of course. And
because she is, she’s caught in
an ambivalent position: she
doesn’t like the idea of being
viewed as a sense object, but
she does want to attract men,
because that’s her conditioned
feminine nature. Clothing and
cosmetics are multibillion-
dollar industries for an obvious reason.
Women can't claim to be merely passive
victims of men’s lust. They themselves en-
courage that lust. So they have to accept
the consequences.

The solution to the problem of male
domination and exploitation is not for wom-
en to become dominators and exploiters—
to compete for social, economic, and
political supremacy. So-called supremacy
can’t satisfy women any more than it satis-
fies men. It used to be that only high-
powered male executives had ulcers and
“burn-out.” Now high-powered female
executives can also have ulcers and burn-
out. Is that such a sublime goal for women?
For anybody?

BTG: Then what is the solution?
Sitarani dasi: Women themselves have to
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transcend the bodily conception of life and
become liberated from the mundane social-
sexual rat race. And of course men have to
raise their consciousness. Spiritual life be-
gins with the realization that one is not the
material body but an eternal spiritual soul.
The designations “male” and “female”
refer only to the material body. So ulti-
mately they have nothing to do with the
soul, or self. The mere conception that “I
am a man” or “I am a woman” is maya, il-
lusion. And sexual attraction is a product

of that illusion—an illusion that obviously
atfects both men and women.

BTG: Why is sexual attraction an illusion?
Sitarani dasi: There's a story that illus-
trates this point. Once a man fell in love
with a beautiful woman and tried to seduce
her. But because the woman was saintly,
she refused his advances. When the man
persisted, she told him that if he came to
her home in one week’s time she would
satisfy his desires. The man eagerly agreed.

So during that week the saintly woman
took strong laxatives and emetics and con-
tinually passed stool and vomited every-
thing she ate. And she stored all the loose
stool and vomit in pots.

Within a week she turned thin, pale,
and very ugly. So at the week’s end, when
the lusty man arrived at her door, he
didn’t recognize her. He asked the ugly
woman standing at the door for the beauti-
ful girl he desired, and she told him it was
her, but he refused to believe her. Finally
she convinced him that she was indeed the
woman he had come to see but that for his
pleasure she had separated “the ingre-
dients of her beauty” and stored them in
special pots. If he wished, she said, he
could enjoy those “juices of beauty.”

He eagerly begged to see and enjoy
those wonderful juices, so the woman led
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him into the room where the pots of stool
and vomit were stored. When she opened
the pots, naturally he was disgusted and
bewildered. Then the saintly woman ex-
plained that this stool and vomit were the
only missing ingredients of her beauty,
and she enlightened him about the illusory
nature of material, physical beauty. As a
result, he came to his senses.

So, a man in higher consciousness doesn’t
view a woman sexually. In Canakya Pan-
dita’s famous definition of a jiAani, a wise

A religion class at Rutgers University in Camden, New Jersey, hears from Sitarani about Krsna.

man, he says that a wise man views all
women but his wife as his “mother.” The
idea is that just as a man normally doesn’t
think of his own mother as an object of
sexual enjoyment, he should view all wom-
en as his mother so that he won’t look on
them as instruments of selfish enjoyment.
In our movement, it’s standard practice
for men to address women as “maraji,” or
“mother,” to cultivate this nonexploitative
idea. It’s my personal experience that in
Krsna consciousness a woman has real dig-
nity, because she’s respected as a spiritual
being.

The point is that men and women will
never be able to deal with each other in a
nonexploitative way until they give up
viewing each other as objects of sense
gratification. And they can do that only
when they raise their consciousness to the
spiritual level. And that’s only possible in
a spiritually oriented society or commun-
ity like that of Krsna consciousness.
BTG: Granting that ultimately we're not
male or female, aren’t we subject to the
capacities and limitations of these bodies
while we’re in them? In that sense, don’t
you make some distinction, on the physical
level, between men and women?

Sitarani dasi: Well, men and women are
different, obviously. They're physically

different—women can bear children and
men can’t. And psychologically women
are different too.

BTG: Feminists argue that much of this
psychological difference is simply a matter
of social or cultural conditioning.

Sitarami dasi: Maybe so. But women still
have their own conditioned nature, their
own material psychology and the limita-
tions that go with it. And one can either
deny these limitations or one can over-
come them through spiritual advancement.
A woman who s genuinely after liberation
tries to transcend her conditioned nature
by cultivating spiritual knowledge. The
solution to feminine limitation is not to
cultivate maculinity, as some feminists do,
but to cultivate spirituality.

BTG: What about the Vedic conception of
the “protection of women,” the idea that a
woman should be protected in childhood
by her father, in her middle years by her
husband, and in old age by her grown
sons? Some women would naturally react
defensively against the idea that women
need to be under the “protection™ of a
man.

Sitarani dasi: This protection of women by
men is not a matter of egoistic domination
or exploitation, but of genuine care by
loving relatives. Because women are phy-
sically weaker and more emotionally vul-
nerable than men, they benefit by being
under the loving protection of men, such
as their husbands. Whatever some femi-
nists might claim, it’s natural for a woman
to want a man to protect her and provide
for her. That’s not to say that no woman is
capable of self-reliance. But generally
speaking a woman seeks the association
and protection of a man.

We all know that women are emotion-
ally more vulnerable than men. Because
women want love and protection, they
are easily taken advantage of by men
who pose as “lovers” and eventually leave
them. Women are left emotionally scarred
by these kinds of experiences. When a
young woman is cheated by a man she has
placed her faith in and given her heart to,
it's difficult for her to place her faith again
in another man. A woman who has been
unchaste in her youth often finds it dif-
ficult to become chaste later on, when
she’s married. So premarital sex as a way
of life is definitely destructive of marital
fidelity. We believe that for a healthy mar-
riage and family life, a woman must be
chaste and reserved, both before and during
marriage.

This idea that a woman needs protec-
tion doesn’t imply disrespect for women.
Quite the contrary. It implies respect and
concern. Devotees respect women as val-
uable members of society not only for
their own distinctive value as human be-
ings but also for their contribution as
wives and mothers. We don’t consider



those functions to be insignificant. The
quality of human society will to a large de-
gree reflect the quality of the families
people are raised in. Wifehood and mother-
hood are crucial social functions, so we
don’'t feel there’s anything demeaning
about being a good wife or a good mother.
Modern so-called women's liberation
means that an unprotected woman is sexu-
ally used by a man, becomes pregnant,
and then has to beg money from the gov-
ernment so she can support her unwanted
child or murder her child in the womb. Is
that liberation?

BTG: Some women aren’t going to like
the idea of male protection, because
they've had bad experiences putting their
trust in men.

Sitarani dasi: Yes, the whole idea becomes
ludicrous if men aren’'t materially and
spiritually mature and capable of offering
real protection. Most women have little
experience in their own lives of being truly
protected by men, so they’ll find this idea
difficult to understand. And how can they
have had that experience? To be able to
offer sincere protection to a woman, a
man must be beyond the material ex-
ploitative mentality. How many men in
modern society are like that? Practically
none. As far as I can see, that kind of pure
mentality is possible only in a movement
like Krsna consciousness.

The system of male protection can’t be
artificially imposed. For a woman to sub-
mit herself to male protection—for her to
want to do that—the man must be of very
high character. The Vedic social system
calls for a high level of morality, not only,
of course, on the part of women but also
on the part of men. If the husband is of low
character. the Vedic scriptures say the
chaste wife is not dutybound to associate
with him or serve him.

Both men and women in Krsna con-
sciousness must understand that the prin-
ciple of male protection of women is not a
matter of slavish submission but a lofty
social principle and practice in the service
of spiritual advancement. Protection must
be based upon knowledge and compas-
sion; otherwise the system won't work.
BTG: Are women devotees in Krsna con-
sciousness respected by the male devotees?
Sitarani dasi: Of course they are. A
Vaisnava, a devotee, respects every living
being as a part or a servant of Krsna, re-
gardless of the external bodily form. A
devotee respects even an ant, what to speak
of a human being, and what to speak of a
human being who has dedicated her life to
the highest ideals of Krsna consciousness.
So respect is naturally there. A few male
devotees, it can be said, are a bit chauvin-
istic. But with maturity and spiritual
advancement devotees mellow out.

BTG: What about the role of women
in the marriage relationship? Although

TAMARAIA DASA

ISKCON women are not compelled to
marry, most ultimately do. How do they
integrate their marriage with their spiritual
lives?

Sitarani dasi: In a Krsna conscious mar-
riage, the husband and wife help each
other advance in spiritual life. Our scrip-
tures state that the wife shares in the spiri-
tual assets of her husband. If the husband
is spiritually advanced and the wife is
chaste and faithful to her husband, she at-
tains the same spiritual perfection as her
husband. In Sanskrit, the husband is called
pati-guru, “husband-guru,” because he acts
as spiritual guide for the wife. The wife is
referred to as dharma-patni, the man’s
partner in religious life.

And it should also be pointed out that
although the man is generally considered
the spiritual guide to the wife, there are
many instances, both in tradition and in
our movement, where the wife is spiritu-
ally the stronger of the pair. I know of
numerous cases in ISKCON where wives
have either brought their husbands to the
movement or helped their husbands over-
come spiritual weakness within the move-
ment, or where a husband fell away from
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Sitarani and her husband, Subhananda, meditate at home by chanting the Hare Krsna mantra.

Krsna consciousness and the wife stayed
on in the movement and thrived.

The wife can be a real source of strength
for the husband. The Srimad-Bhagavatam
gives the analogy that just as the comman-
der of a fort protects the fort from being
conquered by invading plunderers, the
wife protects the husband’s body from
being conquered by material desires,
which plunder the body. A spiritually
strong wife can help the husband conquer
sex desire.

In Krsna conscious marriage, both hus-

band and wife work together to progress
in spiritual life. Marriage is a religious sac-
rament because it's dedicated to the ser-
vice of the Lord, Krsna is the center of the
relationship. In the ultimate issue, both
parties’ attachment to Krsna is stronger
than their attachment to each other. This
kind of spiritual focus helps keep the
relationship pure.

BTG: Can women attain the highest spiri-
tual perfection in Krsna consciousness? Is
there any sense at all in which women by
their nature are restricted from the highest
attainments?

Sitarani dasi: Absolutely not. Anyone who
strictly follows the instructions of the spiri-
tual master and the scripture is qualified to
attain perfection in Krsna consciousness.
There is no restriction of any kind.

BTG: Are there examples in the Krsna
conscious tradition of great women devo-
tees, saints, or spiritual leaders?

Sitaranpi dasi: There are many. In scrip-
tures such as the Mahabhdrata and the
Srimad-Bhagavatam, we find historical
accounts of great saintly women like
Draupadi, the wife of the Pandavas; Gan-
dhari, the ascetic wife of Dhrtarastra;

Kunti, Krsna’s aunt; and Devahiti, the
mother of the incarnation Kapiladeva.
We've published a book, Teachings of
Queen Kunti, which presents Srila Prabhu-
pada’s commentary on Kunti-devi's fa-
mous prayers to Lord Krsna. These are
just a few examples.
BTG: What about women as ascetics, re-
nunciants? Women often seem to be cast
in the role of exalted wives and mothers at
best, and sometimes as cumbersome ma-
terial entanglements for men.

(continued on page 26)
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

On Lust and Love, Myth and Reality

The following conversation between His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada and David Lawrence, a
British schoolteacher, took place in August
1973 during an early-morning walk in
London.

David Lawrence: In the Srimad-Bhagava-
tam there seems to be a great deal of . . .
demonolgy, if you like. Now, I confess this
raises problems for me. Are the refer-
ences to, say, the demoness Pitana taking
Krsna on her lap and Krsna sucking her
breast and killing her—is this to be taken
literally or allegorically?

Srila Prabhupada: Literally.

Mr. Lawrence: Literally, as a physical
fact?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Of course, in the
Bhagavatam there are some figurative
stories, similar to Aesop’s Fables. These
are for instruction.

Mr. Lawrence: What about the reference
to Krsna and the unmarried gopis [cow-
herd girls]? You say in your books that
“He treated them like dolls, yet they were
well pleased with Him.” What is the main
point of that passage?

Srila Prabhupada: When the Bhagavatam
says Krsna treated the gopis like dolls,
that means the gopis danced just accord-
ing to His desire.

Mr. Lawrence: Is that to be taken literally,
or is there some symbolic meaning?

Srila Prabhupada: No, literally. The gopis
are so devoted to Krsna that whatever
Krsna desires, they do.

Mr. Lawrence: I must confess, these ac-
tivities of Krsna's are quite beyond my
comprehension.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, they are very dif-
ficult for ordinary people to understand.
That is why this portion of Krsnas life is
depicted in the Tenth Canto of Srimad-
Bhagavatam. Nine cantos are devoted to
understanding Krsna's supreme position.
Then Krsna's intimate /ila [pastimes] are
described in the Tenth Canto. But if one
tries to read the life and pastimes of Krsna
without understanding that He is the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, one will
be misled. Therefore the Bhagavatam
begins by explaining the Supreme Lord
as the original source of the creation
(janmady asya yatah). The Bhagavatam
doesn’t abruptly introduce Krsna's pas-
times with the gopis.

In the spiritual world Krsna has un-
limited varieties of activities. The activities
in this material world are only a perverted
reflection of those in the spiritual world.

But out of foolishness we take Krsna's ac-
tivities to be like ours. Krsna loved the
gopis. The gopis were young girls, and
Krsna was a young boy, and He loved
them. But here the so-called love between
a young boy and girl is lust. Therefore it is
condemned. But in the love between
Krsna and the gopis there is not a trace of
lust,

Here lust is going on in the name of
love. And because it is not love, it doesn’t
continue very long—it breaks. But in the
history of the spiritual world, you don’t
find that the love between the gopis and
Krsna broke at any time. That is the differ-
ence between lust and love,

Mr. Lawrence: In the West, one in three
marriages is destined to break up. That’s
what they say now—one in three.

Srila Prabhupada: Just see! And they are
trying to drag their lusty ideas into Krsna’s
pastimes. Generally, rascals claim that
Krsna's pastimes with the gopis support
their own lusty activities: “Krsna acts lus-
tily, so I can also.” Thisiis a gross mis-
understanding. People who think like this
do not take into account that here in the
material world so-called love is lust—and
it breaks. But in the love between Krsna
and the gopis, there is no breaking— only
increase. So how can they compare their
lusty affairs to Krsna's loving affairs with
the gopis?

Mr. Lawrence: I must admit that I've read
tar enough in your books to see that they
really can't.

Srila Prabhupada: When you give an anal-
ogy, there must be many points of similar-
ity. So where are the points of similarity
between Krsna's pastimes and the lusty af-
fairs of this material world? These rascals

are so dullheaded that they don’t even
have a logical argument. They are com-
paring the lusty affairs of this material
world to the affairs of Krsna and the gopis.
But where is the similarity?

Mr. Lawrence; There's never any mention
at all of lust or animal desire, is there?
Srila Prabhupada: No. For example the
Bhagavatam describes everything about
Krsna’s dancing with the gopis—their
kissing, their embracing, and so on. But
there is no mention of contraceptives.
And the gopis never became pregnant. So
how can we compare Krsna’s loving affairs
with the gopis to the lusty affairs of this
material world?

Mr. Lawrence: It can’t be done.

Another question: I was reading a book
(one not put out by the Krsna conscious-
ness movement) about Lord Caitanya,
and it said that the manifestations of
Krsna consciousness He showed during
kirtana [chanting] and so on were mani-
festations of madness. Can you comment
on that?

Srila Prabhupada: When a man is himself
mad, he’ll find others mad. [Laughter.|
Mr, Lawrence: He'll see a reflection of
himself,

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. This misunder-
standing is condemned in Bhagavad-gita,
where Krsna says avajananti mam mugha:
“Because when I come to this world I
come in a human form, rascals take Me for
an ordinary human being.” (The word
mudhd means “‘rascals” or “asses.”) So,
Lord Caitanya is Krsna Himself, but the
fools and rascals take him for an ordinary
human being,

Mr. Lawrence: They're just talking from
within their own experience. They can't
imagine what happens when God presents
Himself as a man.

Srila Prabhupada: When they hear that
Krsna lifted Govardhana Hill, they think,
“This is mythology."” But if Krsna is actu-
ally God, is it very difficult for Him to lifta
mountain? He’s floating so many heavy
planets in the sky. So if Krsna can make
so many planets weightless, is it very dif-
ficult for Him to make Govardhana Hill
weightless?

These things are very easy for devotees
to understand, but nondevotees cannot
understand them. Therefore in the
Bhagavad-gita Krsna clearly says, bhaktya
mam abhijanati: “Only through devo-
tional service can one understand Me." So
if you want to understand Krsna and
Krsna’s pastimes in truth, you must take
to the process of devotional service, &#
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Second Canto: “The Cosmic Manifestation”

CHAPTER TEN

Bhagavatam Is the Answer
to All Questions

In this installment of our serialized presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam,
the universal senses, their objects, their functions, and their presiding
deities become manifest one after another by the supreme desire of the

Lord. Thus we learn that it is by His will alone that we can see, hear, smell,
or even evacuare.

TEXT 21
it s 9 Rega: |
forfier ot o sfRrrgeone: 13211

yaddtmani niralokam
dtmdnam ca didrksatah

nirbhinne hy aksini tasya
Jyotis caksur guna-grahah

yadd—while; dtmani—unto Himself; nirdlokam—without any light;
atmanam—His own transcendental body; ca—also other bodily forms;
didrksatah—desired to look upon; nirbhinne—due to being sprouted;
hi—for; aksini—of the eyes; tasya—of Him; jyotih—the sun; caksuh—
the eyes; guna-grahah—the power of seeing.

TRANSLATION

Thus when everything existed in darkness, the Lord desired to
see Himself and all that was created. Then the eyes, the illuminat-
ing god Sun, the power of vision and the object of sight all became

manifested.

PURPORT

The universe is by nature dense darkness, and therefore the total cre-
ation is called tamas, or darkness. The night is the real feature of the
universe, for then one cannot see anything, including oneself. The Lord,
out of His causeless mercy, first desired to see Himself and all the cre-
ation as well, and thus the sun became manifested, the power of vision
for all living entities became possible, and the objects of vision were also
manifested. This means that the whole phenomenal world became visible
after the creation of the sun.:

TEXT 22
wemee et |
wori = et R o qome: 112301
bodhyamanasya rsibhir
atmanas taj jighrksatah

karnau ca nirabhidyetdarn
disah Srotrari guna-grahah

bodhyamanasya—desiring to understand; rsibhih—by the authori-
ties; atmanah—of the Supreme Being; tat—that; jighrksatah—when He

desired to take up; karpau—the ears; ca—also; nirabhidyetdm—be-
came manifested; disah—the direction or the god of air; srotram—the
power of hearing; guna-grahah—and the objects of hearing,

TRANSLATION

By development of the desire of the great sages to know, the
ears, the power of hearing, the controlling deity of hearing, and
the objects of hearing became manifested. The great sages desired
to hear about the Self.

PURPORT

As stated in the Bhagavad-gita, by advancement of knowledge one
should try to know about the Supreme Lord, the summum bonum of
everything. Knowledge does not mean knowledge only of the laws of
nature or physical knowledge, which are working by the direction of the
Lord. The scientists are eager to hear about the physical laws working in
material nature. They are eager to hear through the medium of radio and
television about things taking place far away from them on other planets,
but they should know that the power of hearing and the instruments for
hearing were given to them by the Lord for hearing about the Self, or
about the Lord. Unfortunately the power of hearing is misused in hear-
ing the vibrations of mundane affairs, The great sages were interested in
hearing about the Lord through Vedic knowledge and nothing more.
That is the beginning of aural reception of knowledge.

TEXT 23

TRA IR SIS STy |
frggaeae fften ot Tawdie: |
T AR @ 9 1331

vastuno mydu-kathinya-
laghu-gurv-osna-sitatam

Jjighrksatas tvari nirbhinna
tasydr roma-mahi-ruhah

tatra cantar bahir vitas
tvacd labdha-guno vrtah

vastunah—of all matter; mrdu—softness; kathinya—hardness;
laghu—lightness; guru—heaviness; osna—warmness; §itatdm—cold-
ness; jighrksatah—desiring to perceive; tvak—the touch sensation;
nirbhinna—distributed; tasy@m—in the skin; roma —hairs on the body;
mahi-ruhah—as well as the trees, the controlling deities; tatra—there;
ca—also; antah—within; bahih—outside; vdtah tvacd—the sense of
touch or the skin; labdha—having been perceived: gunah—objects of
sense perception; vrtah—generated.

TRANSLATION
When there was a desire to perceive the physical characteristics
of matter, such as softness, hardness, warmth, cold, lightness and
heaviness, the background of sensation, the skin, the skin pores,
the hairs on the body and their controlling deities (the trees) were
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generated. Within and outside the skin is a covering of air through
which sense perception became prominent.

PURPORT

The physical characteristics of matter, such as softness, are subjects of
sense perception, and thus physical knowledge is the subject matter of
the touch sensation. One can measure the temperature of matter by
touching with the hand, and one can measure the weight of an object by
lifting it with the hand and thus estimate its heaviness or lightness. The
skin, the skin pores and the hairs on the body are all interdependent with
the touch sensation. The air blowing within and outside the skin is also
an object of sense perception. This sense perception is also a source of
knowledge, and therefore it is suggested here that physical or physiologi-
cal knowledge is subordinate to the knowledge of the Self, as above men-
tioned. Knowledge of Self can expand to the knowledge of phenomena,
but physical knowledge cannot lead to knowledge of the Self.

There is, however, an intimate relation between the hairs on the body
and the vegetation on the body of the earth. The vegetables are nourish-
ment for the skin hoth as food and medicine, as stated in the Third
Canto: tvacam asya vinirbhinndam vivisur dhisnyam osadhih.

TEXT 24

T TR ATRRRRR |
ARG AR5, ARG 112811

hastau ruruhatus tasya
nand-karma-cikirsaya

tayos tu balavan indra
adanam ubhayasrayam

hastau—the hands; ruruhatuh—manifested; tasya—His; nana—
various; karma—work; cikirsayd—being so desirous; tayoh—of them;
tu—however; balavin—to give strength; indrah—the demigod in
heaven; @ddanam—activities of the hand; ubhaya-asrayam—dependent
on hoth the demigod and the hand.

TRANSLATION

Thereafter when the Supreme Person desired to perform
varieties of work, the two hands and their controlling strength,
and Indra, the demigod in heaven, became manifested, as also the
acts dependent on both the hands and the demigod.

PURPORT

In every item we can note with profit that the sense organs of the liv-
- ing entity are never independent at any stage. The Lord is known as the
Lord of the senses (Hrsikesa). Thus the sense organs of the living entities
are manifested by the will of the Lord, and each organ is controlled by a
certain type of demigod. No one, therefore, can claim any proprietorship
of the senses. The living entity is controlled by the senses, the senses are
controlled by the demigods, and the demigods are the servants of the
Supreme Lord. That is the arrangement in the system of creation. The
whole thing is controlled ultimately by the Supreme Lord, and there is no
independence either of the material nature or of the living entity. The il-
lusioned living entity who claims to be the lord of his senses is under the
clutches of the external energy of the Lord. As long as a living entity
continues to be puffed up by his tiny existence, he is to be understood to
be under the stringent control of the external energy of the Lord, and
there is no question of liberation from the clutches of illusion (maya),
however much one may declare himself a liberated soul.

TEXT 25
wifi fomfiea: Tt wegmasHEmtAR, |
TR TR T s A R i 1R
gatim jigisatah padau
ruruhate 'bhikamikam
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padbhyam yajiah svayam havyam
karmabhih kriyate nrbhih

gatim—movement; desiring; padau—the legs;

Jigisitah—so

: ruruhate—being manifested; abhikamikam—purposeful; padbhydm—

from the legs; yajiah—Lord Visnu; svayam—personally Himself;
havyam—the duties; karmabhih—by one’s occupational duty; kriyate—
caused. to be done; nrbhih—by different human beings.

TRANSLATION

Thereupon, because of His desiring to control movement, His
legs became manifested, and from the legs the controlling deity
named Visnu was generated. By His personal supervision of this
act, all varieties of human being are busily engaged in dutiful oc-
cupational sacrifice.

PURPORT

Every human being is engaged in his particular occupational duty, and
such activities are visible as men go hither and thither. This is very
prominently visible in big cities of the world: people are going all over
the cities with great concern, from one place to another. This movement
is not limited only to the cities, but is also visible outside the cities from
one place to another, or from one city to another, by different means of
vehicles. Men are moving by cars and rails on the roads, by subways
within the earth and by planes in the sky for the purpose of business sue-
cess, But in all these movements the real purpose is to earn wealth for
comfortable life, For this comfortable life the scientist is engaged, the ar-
tist is engaged, the engineer is engaged, the technician is engaged, all in
different branches of human activity. But they do not know how to make
the activities purposeful to fulfill the mission of human life. Because
they do not know this secret, all their activities are targeted towards the
goal of sense gratification without control, and therefore by all this busi-
ness they are unknowingly entering into the deep regions of darkness.

Because they have been captivated by the external energy of the
Supreme Lord, they have completely forgotten the Supreme Lord Visnu,
and thus they have taken it for granted that this life, as presently
manifested under the conditions of material nature, is all in all for enjoy-
ing the highest amount of sense gratification. But such a wrong concep-
tion of life cannot give anyone the desired peace of mind, and thus in
spite of all advancement in knowledge by use of the resources of nature,
no one is happy in this material civilization. The secret is that at every
step they should try to execute sacrifices toward the path of world peace,
The Bhagavad-gita (18.45-46) also advises the same secret in the

following verses.

sve sve karmany abhiratah
samisiddhim labhate narah

sva-karma-niratah siddhirm
yatha vindati tac chrnu

yatah pravrttir bhitanam
yena sarvam idar tatam

sva-karmana tam abhyarcya
siddhirh vindati manavah

The Lord said to Arjuna: “Just hear from Me how one can attain the
highest perfection in life simply by discharging his specified occupational
duty. Man can attain the highest perfection of life by worshiping the
Supreme Lord and by performing sacrifice for the sake of the Supreme
Lord Visnu, who is all-pervading and by whose control every liv-
ing being acquires his desired facilities, according to his personal
propensity.”

There is no harm in having different propensities in life because every
human being is proportionately independent to chalk out the plan of his
life by different occupations, but one should make it a point in his life to
know perfectly well that he is not independent absolutely. One is cer-
tainly under the control of the Supreme Lord and under different agen-
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cies. Knowing this, one should make it a point that by his work and the
result of his labor he serves the Supreme Lord as prescribed by the au-
thorities expert in the transcendental loving service of the Supreme Lord
Visnu. For performing such occupational duties of life the leg is the most
important instrument of the body because without the help of the legs
one cannot move from one place to another, and therefore the Lord has
special control over the legs of all human beings, which are meant for
performing yajias.

TEXT 26

it fen 3 samwemEatdE |
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nirabhidyata Sisno vai
prajananddamrtarthinah

upastha asit kamanam
priyam tad-ubhayasrayam

nirabhidyata —came out; Sisnah—the genitals; vai —certainly; praja-
ananda—sex pleasure; amrta-arthinah—aspiring to taste the nectar;
upasthah—the male or female organ; dsit—came into existence;
kamanam—of the lustful; priyam—very dear; tat—that; ubhaya-
asrayam—shelter for both.

TRANSLATION

Thereupon, for sexual pleasure, begetting offspring and tasting
heavenly nectar, the Lord developed the genitals, and thus there is
the genital organ and its controlling deity, the Prajapati. The ob-
ject of sexual pleasure and the controlling deity are under the con-
trol of the genitals of the Lord.

PURPORT

The heavenly pleasure for the conditioned soul is sexual pleasure, and
this pleasure is tasted by the genitals, The woman is the object of sexual
pleasure, and both the sense perception of sexual pleasure and the
woman are controlled by the Prajapati, who is under the control of the
Lord’s genitals. The impersonalist must know from this verse that the
Lord is not impersonal, for He has His genitals, on which all the
pleasurable objects of sex depend. No one would have taken the trouble
to maintain children if there were no taste of heavenly nectar by means
of sexual intercourse, This material world is created to give the condi-
tioned souls a chance for rejuvenation for going back home, back to
Godhead, and therefore generation of the living being is necessary for
upkeep of the purpose of creation. Sexual pleasure is an impetus for such
action, and as such one can even serve the Lord in the act of such sexual
pleasure. The service is counted when the children born of such sexual
pleasure are properly trained in God consciousness. The whole idea of
material creation is to revive the dormant God consciousness of the living
entity. In forms of life other than the human form, sexual pleasure is
prominent without any motive of service for the mission of the Lord. But
in the human form of life the conditioned soul can render service to the
Lord by creating progeny suitable for the attainment of salvation. One
can beget hundreds of children and enjoy the celestial pleasure of sexual
intercourse, provided he is able to train the children in God conscious-
ness. Otherwise begetting children is on the level of the swine. Rather,
the swine is more expert than the human being because the swine can
beget a dozen piglets at a time, whereas the human being can give birth
to only one at a time. So one should always remember that the genitals,
sexual pleasure, the woman and the offspring are all related in the ser-
vice of the Lord, and one who forgets this relationship in the service of
the Supreme Lord becomes subjected to the threefold miseries of ma-

terial existence by the laws of nature. Perception of sexual pleasure is

there even in the body of the dog, but there is no sense of God conscious-
ness. The human form of life is distinct from that of the dog by the per-
ception of God consciousness.

TEXT 27

sfagdiigre Fefa 3 )
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utsisrksor dhatu-malam
nirabhidyata vai gudam

tatah payus tato mitra
utsarga ubhayasrayah

utsisrksoh—desiring to evacuate; dhatu-malam—refuse of eatables;
nirabhidyata—became open; vai—certainly; gudam—the evacuating
hole; tatah—thereafter; payuh—the evacuating sense organ; fatah—
thereafter; mitrah—the controlling demigod; utsargah—the substance
evacuated; ubhaya—both; asrayah—shelter.

TRANSLATION

Thereafter, when He desired to evacuate the refuse of eatables,
the evacuating hole, anus, and the sensory organ thereof

.developed along with the controlling deity Mitra. The sensory

organ and the evacuating substance are both under the shelter of
the controlling deity.

PURPORT

Even in the matter of evacuating stool, the refuse is controlled, so how
can the living entity claim to be independent?

TEXT 28

anfoE gt g AERAT: |
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asisrpsoh purah purya
nabhi-dvaram apdnatah

tatrapanas tato mrtyuh
prthaktvam ubhayasrayam

dsisypsoh—desiring to go everywhere; purah—in different bodies;
purydh—from one body; nabhi-dviram—the navel or abdominal hole;
apdnatah—was manifested; tatra—thereupon; apdnah—stopping of
the vital force; tatah—thereafter: mrtyuh—death; prthakivam—
separately; ubhaya—both; asrayam—shelter.

TRANSLATION

Thereafter, when He desired to move from one bhody to another,
the navel and the air of departure and death were combinedly cre-
ated: The navel is the shelter for both, namely death and the
separating force.

PURPORT

The prana-vdyu continues the life, and the apdna-vayu stops the liv-
ing force. Both the vibrations are generated from the abdominal hole, the
navel, This navel is the joint from one body to the other. Lord Brahma
was born of the abdominal hole of Garbhodakadayi Visnu as a separate
body, and the same principle is followed even in the birth of any
ordinary body. The body of the child develops from the body of the
mother, and when the child is separated from the body of the mother, it
is separated by cutting the navel joint. And that is the way the Supreme
Lord manifested Himself as separated many. The living entities are
therefore separated parts, and thus they have no independence.

TEXT 29
NI, FEAeAeq: |
T g qawgfe: giemRed 1Ral
aditsor anna-pananam
asan kuksy-antra-nadayah
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[Canto 2, Ch, 10, Text 32]

nadyah samudras ca tayos
tustih pustis tad-dsraye

aditsoh—desiring to have; anna-pananam—of food and drink;
dsan—there became; kuksi—the abdomen; antra—the intestines;
nddayah—and the arteries; nadyah—the rivers; samudrah—seas; ca—
also; tayoh—of them; tustih—sustenance; pustih—metabolism; tat—of
them; asraye—the source.

TRANSLATION

When there was a desire to have food and drink, the abdomen
and the intestines and also the arteries became manifested. The
rivers and seas are the source of their sustenance and metabolism.

PURPORT

The controlling deities of the intestines are the rivers, and those of the
arteries, the seas, Fulfillment of the belly with food and drink is the
cause of sustenance, and the metabolism of the food and drink replaces
the waste of the bodily energies. Therefore, the body’s health is depen-
dent on healthy actions of the intestines and the arteries. The rivers and
the seas, being the controlling deities of the twao, keep the intestines and
the arteries in healthy order.

TEXT 30

fafremaoomet gt el |
qq weR g aFE FW T 7 113ell

nididhydsor atma-mayam
hrdayari nirabhidyata

tato manas candra iti
santkalpah kdma eva ca

nididhydsoh—being desirous to know; @lma-mdyam—own energy;
hrdayam—the location of the mind; nirabhidyata—was manifested;
tatali—thereafter; manah—the mind; candrah—the controlling deity
of the mind, the moon; iti—thus; sankalpah—determination; kamah—
desire; eva—as much as; ca—also.

TRANSLATION

When there was a desire to think about the activities of His own
energy, then the heart (the seat of the mind), the mind, the moon,
determination and all desire became manifested.

PURPORT

The heart of every living entity is the seat of the Supersoul,
Paramétma, a plenary expansion of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Without His presence the living entity cannot get into the working en-
ergy according to his past deeds. The living entities who are conditioned
in the material world are manifested in the creation in terms of respec-
tive inclinations inherent in them, and the requisite material body is
offered to each and every one of them by the material energy under the
direction of the Supersoul. This is explained in the Bhagavad-gita
(9.10). When, therefore, the Supersoul is situated in the heart of the
conditioned soul, the requisite mind is manifested in the conditioned
soul, and he becomes conscious of his occupation as one is conscious of
his duty after waking up from slumber. Therefore the material mind of
the living entity develops when the Supersoul sits on his heart, after
which the mind, the controlling deity (moon), and then the activities of
the mind (namely thinking, feeling and willing) all take place. The ac-
tivities of the mind cannot begin without the manifestation of the heart,
and the heart becomes manifested when the Lord wants to see the ac-
tivities of the material creation.
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TEXT 31

ARG TR
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tvak-carma-mamsa-rudhira-
medo-majjasthi-dhatavah

bhimy-ap-tejomaydah sapta
prano vyomambu-vayubhih

tvak—the thin layer on the skin; carma—skin; mamsa—flesh;
rudhira—blood;  medah—fat; majja—marrow;  asthi—bone;
dhatavah—elements; bhiimi—earth; ap—water; tejah—fire; mayah—
predominating; sapta—seven; pranah—breathing air; vyoma—sky:
ambu—water; vdyubhih—by the air,

TRANSLATION

The seven elements of the body, namely the thin layer on the
skin, the skin itself, the flesh, blood, fat, marrow and bone, are all
made of earth, water and fire, whereas the life breath is produced
by the sky, water and air.

PURPORT

The construction of the whole material world is prominently made by
three elements, namely earth, water and fire. But the living force is pro-
duced by sky, air and water. So water is the common element in both the
gross and subtle forms of all material creation, and it should be noted
herewith that due to necessity, water, being most prominent in the ma-
terial creation, is the principal element of all the five. This material body
is thus an embodiment of the five elements, and the gross manifestation
is perceived because of three, namely earth, water, and fire. Sensations
of touch are perceived due to the thin layer on the skin, and bone is as
good as hard stone. The breathing air of life is produced of sky, air and
water, and therefore open air, regular bath and ample space in which to
live are favorable for healthy vitality. Fresh produce from the earth like
grains and vegetables, as well as fresh water and heat, is good for the
upkeep of the gross body.

TEXT 32

STUTTERERTHT P TIOn STRET m: |
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; gundtmakanindriyani
bhitadi-prabhava gunah
manah sarva-vikdratmad
buddhir vijidna-riipini

guna-atmakani—attached to the qualities; indriyani—the senses;
bhita-adi—material ego; prabhavah—influenced by; gunah—the
modes of material nature; manah—the mind; sarva—all; vikdra—
affection (happiness and distress); atma—form; buddhih—intelligence;
vijiana—deliberation; ripini—featuring,

TRANSLATION

The sense organs are attached to the modes of material nature,
and the modes of material nature are products of the false ego. The
mind is subjected to all kinds of material experiences (happiness
and distress), and the intelligence is the feature of the mind’s
deliberation.

(continued in next issue)
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You’ll Find a New FATE in Detroit

WEVO VHDOWY

In a mansion built with a Detroit millionaire’s auto fortune, FATE now portrays the pastimes of Lord S$r1 Krsna with a new multimedia museum,

Detroit—Last September a new dining
facility, a new multimedia museum, and
a complete renovation of the grounds
delighted visitors to the Bhaktivedanta
Cultural Center, this city’s branch of the
International Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness (ISKCON).

The ribbon-cutting ceremony for the
new museum was a semiprivate event, but
even without publicity about four hundred
people toured the museum and grounds
during this preview opening. The grand
opening is scheduled for next spring.

Attending the ceremony were two of
ISKCON’s present spiritual masters, Srila
Bhavananda Goswami and Srila Ram-
esvara Swami, who have been overseeing
the completion of the project.

The Bhaktivedanta Cultural Center is
dedicated to His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, ISKCON's
founder and spiritual guide, who passed
away in 1977. Srila Prabhupada, whose
sculpted figure appears writing at his desk
in his room at the Center, translated and
wrote more than seventy books dealing
with the Vaisnava (devotional) philosophy
and spiritual culture of India. The Bhakiti-
vedanta Cultural Center is dedicated to
continuing his work by bringing the ideas
and methods of bhakti-yoga into the lives
of the Center’s many visitors.

Guests to the Center’s preview opening

enjoyed the formal gardens, with their
marigolds, salvia, and roses; the water
fountains, with colored lights glittering
into the evening; and, at the head of the
outdoor waterfall, the brilliant golden fig-
ure of Lord Matsya, the first of ten original
outdoor sculptures representing Lord
Krsna’s major incarnations (the other nine
will be installed next spring).

Visitors to the Center begin with a tour
of the First American Transcendental Ex-
perience (FATE), an elaborate multi-
media diorama museum. The tour, which
lasts forty minutes, includes six beautifully
detailed dioramas illustrating pastimes of
Krsna taken from the Srimad-Bhagavatam,
a major scripture of India and one of the
works translated by Srila Prabhupada.
The museum is a magical experience: trees
blossom, monkeys peer slyly through the
bushes, and an indoor waterfall splashes as
Krsna and His friends and calves appear,
poised within arm’s reach of the seated
guests.,

Adi-deva dasa (Haydn Larson), Project
Director of FATE, led his team of talented
artists, sculptors, and musicians through
five years of work to complete the dio-
ramas, the special effects, and the sound-
track of narration and music.

After the diorama museum, guests goon
a guided tour of the building itself (the fa-
mous Moorish mansion built in the late

1920’s by Lawrence P. Fisher, of Body-
by-Fisher fame), The opulent mansion of
marble, onyx, ceramic tile, intricately
carved wood, and gold leaf was in dis-
repair until ISKCON purchased it with
combined donations from two devotees,
Ambarisa dasa (Alfred Brush Ford, great-
grandson of the man who built the Model T')
and Lekha-§ravanti-devi dasi (Elizabeth
Reuther Dickmeyer, daughter of Walter
Reuther, the labor leader). Devotees went
to work to restore and enhance the man-
sion’s original beauty, and now guests share
in the appreciation of its splendor.

On the second floor, guests first enter
the new gallery of original Krsna con-
scious paintings and sculpture, and then
visit the music room, where talented In-
dian and American artists regularly per-
form. The art, music, dance, and drama of
India’s spiritual culture promise to be one
of the Center’s major attractions,

Across the hall from the music room,
there’s seating for forty people in the el-
egant new dining facility. And not only
is the food delicious, it’s spiritual, having
been cooked with loving devotion and
offered to Their Lordships Sr1 Sri Radha-
Kuijavihari, the presiding Deities of the
Bhaktivedanta Cultural Center. Guests
and members are welcome to see the
Deities and attend the traditional arati
ceremonies, chanting, and classes in
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bhakti-yoga, all held daily in the beautiful
marble temple on the first floor.
According to Prabhanu dasa (Paul Al-
| len), the Center’s manager, the indoor pro-
grams will continue for the publicall winter
long. while work continues on the gift
shop, the grounds, and the outdoor
sculptures for the grand opening next

Amidst the marble and carved wood columns in the Cultural Center’s dining room, the director of
the FATE project, Adi-deva dasa (center), enjoys dinner with his wife and co-worker, Siladitya
and his parents and brother.

spring. The museum is open from 6 P.M. to
9 p.m. on Friday and from noon to 9 r.M. on
Saturday and Sunday. Groups of ten or
more may arrange tours Monday through
Thursday. For more information about
the schedule of tours and the new dining
facility’s catering service, call (313) 331-
6740.

“Servant of the Servant” Published

Houston— The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
| has published the first volume of a memoir
entitled Servant of the Servant, by Srila
Tamal Krishna Goswami, one of the first
American disciples of His Divine Grace
A.C, Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.
The book tells of the early days in San
Francisco and Los Angeles when the Hare
Krsna movement was just beginning.

Srila Tamal Krishna Goswami was (and
still is) one of Srila Prabhupada’s most
trusted leaders in the Hare Krsna move-
ment, and the book revolves around let-
ters he received from Srila Prabhupada
during 1968 and 1969.

The book is also rich with reminiscences
of the author’s experiences in Srila Prabhu-
pada’s personal company and his insight
into Srila Prabhupada’s instructions.

As Tamal Krishna Goswami gives the text
of each letter, he tells of the events that led
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up to it and followed it, and he explains
what the letters meant to his own spiritual
life and the lives of other devotees.
Printed in a limited edition, the book
(227-pages, paperback) is available from
ISKCON Houston, 1111 Rosalie Street,
Houston, Texas 77004, The price is $5.00
plus 50 cents (in America) for postage.

Bhagavatam Reviewed

New Delhi—*"It is a rare pleasure to
peruse this luxurious edition of our great
devotional classic, Srimad-Bhagavatam.
I wish all success to the movement for the
spread of Krishna Consciousness, and in
particular to this magnificent project for
bringing the treasures of the Bhagavatam
to the Western reader.” (K. Swaminathan,

Chief Editor of The Collected Works of

Mahatma Gandhi.)

AMOGHA DASA

YAMARAIA DASA

Hare Krsna Festival
Draws Thousands
To New Vrindaban

New Vrindaban, West Virginia— Thou-
sands of tourists and Hare Krsna devotees
poured into this Hare Krsna community
for a celebration on Labor Day weekend.

The celebration took place to honor His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the founder and original spir-
itual master of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness, for whom the
New Vrindaban devotees labored seven
years to build Prabhupada’s Palace of
Gold. an ornate memorial now the fifth
largest tourist attraction in West Virginia.

On the final day of the three-day festi-
val, the devotees celebrated the birthday
anniversary of Srila Kirtanananda Swami
Bhaktipada, the spiritual leader of the
New Vrindaban Community and the one
who led the devotees in building the

Palace.

Festivities at Srila Prabhupéda’s Palace of Gold
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Devotees Pull Krsna’s Chariots Worldwide

LL_..V. s

Festive summer erowds escort Lord Krsna's chariot along Venice Beach in Los Angeles, California.

His name is Jagannatha—Lord of the
Universe—and this summer and fall mil-
lions of people throughout the world
pulled the ropes of His chariot, sang His
praises, and feasted on His merciful
bounty of prasadam (spiritual food), as
Hare Krsna devotees brought the annual
Ratha-yatra Chariot Festival to major
cities around the world.

Washington, D.C., Los Angeles, New
York . . . thousands lined the streets as
the red, yellow, blue, green, golden-
topped, flowered, beribboned carts sailed
by on huge wheels bearing mirrors that
flashed in the sun. London, Birmingham,
Bristol, Brighton, Manchester, Glasglow,
Rome . . . all over the world thousands
came to praise or scoff, but stayed to eat,
as literally millions of plates of free veg-
etarian food, made spiritual by having
been offered to the Lord, were served by
blissful devotees.

Bombay, Delhi, Calcutta, Madras . . .
devotees on the carts threw flowers, gar-
lands, balloons, packets of prasadam into
the outstretched hands of the shouting
crowds. And at the end of the parade, the
fairgrounds: the brilliantly colored tents,
the book displays, the dramatic and musi-
cal performances, the exhibits of paintings
and sculpture—all living, vibrant proof
that God isn’t dead, spiritual life isn’t dry,

meditation doesn’t have to put you to
sleep—look! Up there on the cart! That’s
the Lord of the universe, Jagannatha.
Why is He smiling?

Boston, Mexico City, Honolulu . . . in
the Aloha Day parade, His cart won a
prize. The theme of the parade was “Isles
of Smiles,” and the Lord of the universe

—

smiled down from the fifteen-foot-high
altar, smiled out from the wheels, deco-
rated with His form made of thousands of
colored chrysanthemums, and, as the sign
on the cart said, smiled “over the Isles.”

The Lord is pleased by the sincere lov-
ing service of His devotees. And what
amazing quantities of service had to be
done to put these festivals on! An incred-
ible fifteen tons of prasadam was served
to hundreds of thousands in Calcutta!
Twenty thousand took prasadam in Los
Angeles. In London, devotees gave out
one and a half tons of feast preparations.
Tons and tons of vegetables bought,
washed, cut, cooked, offered to the Lord,
served out . . . hours and hours of planning
and carpentry work to build the carts . . .
more hours spent stringing miles and miles
of marigolds, carnations, roses to deco-
rate them . . . hundreds of canopies,
flags, and tents painstakingly sewn . . .
hours of practice to perfect the stage per-
formances . . . and have you ever tried to
paint an elephant?

Vancouver, New Orleans, Toronto . . .
there are the big moments, like when the
mayor of the capital of the United States
officially proclaims the day of the festival
Ratha-yatra Day . . . like when the Chief
Justice of Bengal, Sri Shambu Chandra
Ghose, begins the Calcutta festival by
sweeping the road in front of the chariot
with a golden broom, just as a famous king
did five hundred years ago . . . like when
the year’s major soccer match is cancelled
because 2'% million Calcutta residents
would rather see the chariot roll by.

But the small moments are just as im-
portant . . . like when festival-goers in

In Calcutta: a 60-foot-high chariot, an 8-day festival, 2%z million celebrants, 15 tons of spiritual food.
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A Krsna drama based on the Vedic epic Mahd-
bharata plays before a Central Park crowd,

VEVI VIVHVIVA

Prabhupada sits at the feet of Lord Jagannéatha
(right) and His expansions— His brother, Bala-
rama (left), and His sister, Subhadra (center).

D.C., driven under the tents by a twenty-
minute rain shower, watched ecstatic, ir-
repressible devotees dancing and chanting
out in the rain . . . like the look on one
small boy’s face when he finally realized
that what he eats when he goes out for a
hamburger is a relative of that soft-eyed,
gentle ox he’s been stroking so lovingly . . .
like the satisfied smile on a grandmother’s
face as she finds out that “Indian food
isn’t necessarily hot, now, is it?”

And, of course, the news media came.
How often do they get to see an elephant,
after all? Much less a painted one?
WeekendradioandTV . . . ABC,CBS . . .
the Washington Post, the Los Angeles
Times and Herald Examiner . . . neighbor-
hood newspapers too, they pick up the
story . . . the Hare Krsnas are at it again.

On the front page of the Indian Express,
one of the largest daily newspapers in
India, a reporter covering the Madras fes-
tival comments on the change of parade
routes requested by Madrasi police offi-
cials, who felt that a procession through
the Muslim areas would be inadvisable,
“An I[ISKCON member, however,” con-
tinues the reporter, “said that they had
no qualms about going through either
Muslim or Christian localities.” No, not a
qualm. Why? Because, after all, “Jagan-
nidtha” means “Lord of the Universe.”

VEVO VIVHVINVA

Children and teachers from a Hare Krsna school sing devotional songs in New York City's Central Park.
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The Vedic Observer

EMPLOYMEN

In the Service of Krsna

When a philosophy works, its followers have work also.

by DRUTAKARMA DASA

he ad in Miami-area newspapers

promised eighteen construction jobs
at a site in Coral Gables. Two hundred
hopeful unemployed workers rushed that
morning to the address, which turned out
to be a vacant lot.

“It was a cruel hoax,” said Leo Harris,
an out-of-work welder. “It was something
I've never seen before—the despair in
some people’s faces. They were so desper-
ate they would have done almost anything
to find work. . . . They were really dis-
appointed. A few broke down and cried.”

The psychological effect of joblessness
is devastating. Continental Airlines pilot
Jim Hodgson, 33, says “All my life I
wanted to be a fat, dumb, and happy pilot
flying the friendly skies. Then one day in
November 1980 they told me, ‘Give us
your bags, give us your wings, give us your
stuff. We’ll call you when we need you.’ I
was stripped naked and thrown out into
the world without a job. Telling people
you're unemployed is like telling them
you've got leprosy.”

Connie Cerrito, laid off after working
thrity-five years at a New York cosmetics
factory, said, “My job was my whole life.
That’s all I did. It's unbearable now. I
can’t go on like this.”

In this era of rising unemployment, it is
common to see hundreds of people lining
up at the doors of companies offering a few
jobs—and those who don’t get those jobs
often wind up at the doors of other institu-
tions, namely our hospitals and prisons.

Sociologist M. Harvey Brenner of Johns
Hopkins University studied the effects of
unemployment and found that a 1% in-
crease in the national jobless rate coincides
with a 4.1% increase in suicides and a 3.4%
increase in admissions to state mental hos-
pitals. Prison populations also increase,
rising 4%, and police records show a 5.7%
increase in the homicide rate.

It is therefore urgent that society provide

every able-bodied citizen an opportunity
to work. Pope John Paul II, in his recent
encyclical On Human Work, said that it is
the duty of the state to act against un-
employment, “which in all cases is an evil,
and which, when it reaches a certain level,
becomes a real social disaster.” Work, the
Pope added, is “a fundamental dimension
of man’s existence on earth.”

This same principle is expressed in the
Bhagavad-gita, the book containing the
essence of ancient India’s Vedic knowl-
edge. There Lord Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, says, “No one
can refrain from doing something, even
for amoment.” It is the nature of the living
being always to be active. Even during
sleep, when the physical body is inactive,
the mind remains actively working in
dreams. Therefore Lord Krsna says, “Ac-
tion is better than inaction.” Everyone
must work. He further states, “A man can-
not even maintain his physical body with-
out work.” Nor can one maintain the
bodies of those who depend on him, his
family members. So work is a social neces-
sity as well as a fundamental activity of
consciousness itself.

When Lord Krsna appeared on earth
some fifty centuries ago, He showed by
His own example the importance of work
in human society. In the Bhagavad-gita
(3.22-24), Krsna says, “No work is pre-
scribed for Me within all the three planetary
systems. Nor am I in want of anything, nor
have I the need to obtain anything—and
yet I am engaged in work. For if I did not
work, certainly all men would follow My
path, If I should cease to work, all these
worlds would be put to ruination.”

The meaning is clear: For society to
prosper, everyone must be employed. “Ra-
tional planning and the proper organiza-
tion of human labor,” the Pope said in his
encyclical, should balance “the different
kinds of employment: work on the land, in

industry, in the various services, white-
collar work, and scientific and artistic
work.”

Krsna gives an outline of such rational
social planning in the Bhagavad-gita, where
He says, “The four divisions of human so-
ciety were created by Me.” He describes
the four social divisions as the intellectuals
and priests (brahmanas), the adminis-
trators and military men (ksatriyas), the
businessmen and farmers (vaisyas), and
the laborers and artisans (§idras). No so-
ciety on earth is without these four classes.
They are not artificial castes but natural
divisions growing out of people’s varied
physical and mental characteristics. Even
in communist countries, which strive for a
classless society, intellectuals naturally
rise to prominence, as do professional
administrators and military men (the so-
called New Class). Most communist coun-
tries have also had to make allowances for
some private business and farming.

But who should organize society so that
these four classes are fully and harmoni-
ously employed? In the Vedic social sys-
tem the task of properly organizing society
fell squarely upon the shoulders of the
administrative class, who were advised by
the intellectuals and priests. The first duty
of the chief executive was to see that every
citizen was working according to his natu-
ral ability. If there was any unemployment
whatsoever, everyone knew where to place
the blame and where to turn for help. The
government leaders took full responsibility.

The Vedic spiritual classic Srimad-
Bhagavatam gives a historical account of
King Prthu, who faced an even worse un-
employment problem than modern lead-
ers. At the time of his coronation, the
citizens of the world were suffering from
massive unemployment and poverty be-
cause of the previous king’s mismanage-
ment. They appealed to their leader:
“Dear King Prthu, just as a tree with a fire
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in the hollow of its trunk gradually burns
up, we are burning up because of the fire
of hunger in our stomachs. You are the
protector of surrendered souls, and you
have been appointed to give employment
to us. You can give us all kinds of occupa-
tional engagements, for you are the mas-
ter of our livelihood.” In response to the
pleas of his subjects, King Prthu took
immediate action.

Here is part of the commentary on this
section of the Bhagavatam by His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada: “It is the duty of the head of state to
see that everyone in the social order—
brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya, and Sidra—
is fully employed. . . . It is here indicated
that although the people were willing to
perform their duties, they were still un-
employed. . . . When the people are per-
plexed in this way, they should approach
the head of the government, and the
president or king should take immediate
action to mitigate the distress of the people.”

So it seems there is some substance to
the charge by liberals in the American gov-
ernment that President Reagan is cold and
callous toward the millions of his un-
employed countrymen.

But we must remind liberals and conser-
vatives alike that jobs alone are not suffi-
cient to insure a peaceful and harmonious
society. Evenin times of relatively full em-
ployment, there are plenty of economic
problems and labor strife. And workers in
all types of jobs, from the assembly line to
the boardroom, are always disgruntled
about the kind of work that economic
necessity forces them to do.

What is the cause of these problems?
The Vedas inform us that when the work
we do violates the laws of God and nature,
we will suffer some unpleasant reaction.
Some conservative thinkers would agree
with the Vedas on this point. Leading con-
servative commentator Russel Kirk states
in the introduction to his latest book, The

Portable Conservative Reader, “Conserva-
tives generally believe that there exists a
transcendental moral order, to which we
ought to try to conform the ways of society.
A Divinetactic, however dimly descried, is
at work in human society.”

Of course, if the transcendental, divine
order of things is only “dimly descried,” it
can hardly serve as a basis for organizing
society. In the Vedic system of government,
that divine plan is brought into distinet
focus and made central to the daily lives of
all the citizens.

Work in a Vedic society is never per-
formed simply as an act of economic neces-
sity. It is instead seen as an expression of
the soul’s intrinsic nature. This principle is
vaguely recognized even by modern psy-
chologists, such as Dr. James Siddal, who
has been dealing with the problems of the
unemployed in Ohio. He says, “Without
the opportunity to feel pride, accomplish-
ment, a kind of spiritual satisfaction
through work. the important things to us
are the material things work enables us to
buy.” (Emphasis added.) Under these cir-
cumstances, any kind of work becomes
merely a distasteful duty. Dr. Siddal says,
“You can’t imagine the psychological dev-
astation that comes from the corrosive
effect of seeing work as drudgery.”

For one who is not aware of his deeper
spiritual nature and who doesn’t know how
to make his work an expression of that na-
ture, work can’t be anything but drudgery,
a means to satisfy his own desires or meet
the demands placed upon him by family
and society. Only a person who under-
stands the true nature of the self can actual-
ly enjoy work.

What is the nature of the self? The Vedas
explain that every living beingis an eternal
loving servant of the Supreme Lord, Krsna.
When we learn how to work in that posi-
tion, we become satisfied spiritually as
well as materially. We experience our in-
herent qualities of eternality, full knowl-

edge, and ever-increasing transcendental
pleasure, a pleasure that makes the highest
material pleasures seem insignificant.

How can we work in our spiritual posi-
tion of service to God? Lord Krsna ex-
plains that we don’t have to undergo any
wrenching disruption in our daily lives. He
says in the Bhagavad-gita (18.45,46), “By
performing the work suitable to his own
natural qualities, anyone can become per-
fect. Anyone can attain perfection by wor-
shiping through his own work the all-
pervading Lord, the source of all being.”

To learn how to worship the Supreme
Lord by our work, we need the guidance of
a bona fide Krsna conscious spiritual
master. Srila Prabhupada once wrote, “A
spiritual master, knowing the particular
abilities of a particular man, trains him in
such a way that by his tendency to act
he becomes perfect. The Bhagavad-gita
makes it clear that one can attain the high-
est perfection of spiritual life simply by of-
fering Krsna service according to one's
ability, just as Arjuna served Krsna by his
ability in the military art. Arjuna offered
his service fully as a military man, and he
became perfect. Similarly, an artist can at-
tain perfection simply by performing artis-
tic work under the direction of the spiritual
master. If one is a literary man, he can
write articles and poetry for the service of
the Lord under the direction of the spiritu-
al master. One has to receive the message
of the spiritual master regarding how to act
in one’s capacity, for the spiritual masteris
expert in giving such instructions.”

The International Society for Krishna
Consciousness has been organized to give
everyone the opportunity to learn the ac-
tual art of all work—devotional service to
Lord Krsna. This is real employment, and
this work has one great advantage over
ordinary work: there’s always plenty to
do for Krsna, both here and in the spir-
itual world—so you can forget about
unemployment, eternally. o]

LETTERS

(continued from page 10)
essential to the eternal relationship be-
tween the Lord and His pure devotee.

And the difference is precisely the one
you cite: Although the Lord remains aloof
from the world and strictly enforces His
laws, the Lord’s servant descends to the
material world to bestow the Lord’s mercy
on sinful fallen souls.

This distinction between the Lord and
His pure devotee is what gives the devo-
tee’s role its special sweetness. The devo-
tee, in effect, is more merciful than even
God Himself.

But to truly accept God’s mercy, we
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have to do what He says. As Jesus says in
that same conversation with Philip, “If you
love me, you will obey what I command.”

It’s not enough to glibly say, “Jesus died
for my sins.” Jesus is eternal—he never
dies. But he enacts the transcendental
miracle of death and resurrection so that
faithless people will have enough faith in
him to listen to him and do what he says.

But some of us refuse to do what he
says. We don’'t want to serve God—we
want to gratify our senses. And we're per-
fectly willing to employ the name of Jesus
as a tool, an excuse, for our sense gratifi-
cation: since Jesus died for our sins, we
think we're saved and we're free to indulge
in whatever gross behavior we want.

For example, Jesus condemned fornica-
tion, yet many of his so-called followers
think themselves free to sleep around to
their heart’s content. Jesus said, “Thou
shalt not kill.” Yet killing and feasting on
the bodies of dead creatures has become a
Christian institution.

This type of religion is, in one word,
hypocrisy.

The message of Christ—and the mes-
sage of Krsna—is that one should give up
all such materialistic parodies of religion
and surrender to the Supreme Lord, the
Personality of Godhead. One who does so
embraces the essence of Hinduism, the
essence of Christianity, and in fact the
essence of all true religion. o]



A Spiritual Challenge

Piety at the Pig Roast

Morality the American Way.

by SRILA HRIDAYANANDA DASA GOSWAMI

In the fastidious, righteous America of
the past, it was exhilarating and fash-
ionable to intellectually break down the
hangups that made people feel guilty
about immoral acts. In today’s degraded,
drifting society, teachers and professors
are scrambling back to the old provincial
concept that education should teach a per-
son to be good, moral, and self-controlled.

“The scientific method is a marvelous
means of inquiry,” says Steven Muller,
president of Johns Hopkins University,
“but it really doesn’t provide a value sys-
tem. The biggest failing in higher educa-
tion today is that we fall short in exposing
students to values.™

Charles Muscatine, a professor of En-
glish at UC Berkeley, who calls today’s
education “a marvelous convenience for
a mediocre society,” says that education
does have a purpose: to cultivate “in-
formed decision-making that recognizes
there is a moral and ethical component to
life.”

Students “should be taught philosophy,
moral philosophy. and theology,” says
psychiatrist Robert Coles, who teaches at
Harvard and Duke. “They ought to be
asked to think about moral issues, espe-
cially about what use is going to be made
of knowledge, and why—a kind of moral
reflection that I think has been supplanted
by a more technological education. Re-
placing moral philosophy with psychology
has been a disaster, an absolute disaster!”

Well and good. A refreshing and un-
expected display of American intellectual
piety. But there are problems blocking a
return to moral education. For one thing,
who's to decide the obvious question
“What is moral?” and the perhaps more

difficult question “What is immoral?”

We fear the violence of animmoral soci-
ety, yet autocratic measures to insure
morality are something we perhaps fear
more. We don’t want America to collapse
like hedonistic Rome, yet we certainly do
not want to follow the example of highly
“moral” countries like Iran. How. do we
insure morality and at the same time avoid
losing our freedom?

Consider the moral predicament caused
by what would seem the most obvious
moral precept. The Bible says, “Thou
shalt not kill.” Yet this simple moral
maxim seems impossible for most Ameri-
cans Lo accept, or even understand—even
those clamoring for a return to morality.
The Bible tells us not to kill. But Ameri-
cans certainly do love to kill. Americans
are avid hunters. fishers, and meat-eaters,
although we tend to ignore or even deny
that this is killing,

For example. the September 27 edition
of Time reports this breathtaking display
of spiritual dullheadedness: **My father’s
favorite quote was from the Bible,” Demo-
cratic Senatorial Candidate Mark Dayton,
35, told voters at a Minnesota pig roast.”
Quoting the Bible at a pig roast, after all,
is good American fun. There's certainly
nothing immoral about killing a pig.

Consider Kentucky Governor John Y.
Brown (recently involved in a controversy
over his Florida banking transactions).
Governor Brown made a vast personal
fortune by popularizing Colonel Sanders
Kentucky Fried Chicken. In other words,
as a businessman he arranged to kill mil-
lions and billions of chickens. He also
started the Lums Restaurant Corpora-
tion, a fast-food cow-killing chain. When

asked about his money, he said, “It was
made through the American process.” He
added, “There is nothing improper or il-
legal. 1 have nothing to hide. Anything
I've made I've made honestly and I spent
honestly.™

If it’s the “honest American way” to
slaughter billions of innocent animals, in-
cluding the cow. which provides us milk
like our mother, then how are we to agree
on a standard of morality?

And why maintain sophisticated institu-
tions like Harvard, or indeed the U.S. Con-
gress, if our morality can't go beyond the
level of insects and animals? Animals de-
fend their own kind. And if we simply de-
fend our own kind, if we limit our morality
to not hurting other human beings, then
we are acting on the level of animals. True
morality means respect for the holiness of
all life, and indeed of all that exists, since
everything emanates from the Supreme
Holy, the Supreme Lord.

Without a thorough understanding of
the science of God, morality is a farce,
whether it’s administered by so-called reli-
gious leaders like those in Iran or by the
pious agnostics we find in American uni-
versities. We must have a solid under-
standing of God, as explained by Krsna
consciousness.

Krsna consciousness teaches that all life
is a sign of the eternal soul. God is the Su-
preme Soul, the supreme life, and all that
lives is part of God. If we can’t even follow
the simple injunction “Thou shalt not
kill"—if we instead prefer big educational
and political discussions over chicken and
steak dinners, pig roasts, and barbecues—
then we are far too ridiculous, as a nation,
to survive. o

BACK TO GODHEAD 25



Role of Women

(continued from page 13)

Sitarani dasi: The scriptures do say that
women are generally less inclined toward
asceticism than men, but that’s not to say
that they shouldn’t strive for an ascetic
ideal. The scriptures do describe women
as a cause of material entanglement for
men, and that's true. But scripture bal-
ances that out by describing that men are
also a material entanglement for women.
As women are madaya [illusion] for men,
men are also mayad for women, because
they can provide only temporary protec-
tion. An enlightened woman realizes that
ultimately she can depend only on the
Supreme Lord, Krsna.

The idea is that as long as a man and
woman are together for sense gratifica-
tion, the woman is dangerous for the man,
and the man is also dangerous for the
woman. But if their attachment is trans-
ferred to Krsna, as it is in a proper spiritual
marriage, both man and woman become
Krsna conscious and attain complete
liberation,

So, renunciation is not simply a man’s
activity. In Vedic culture, when the hus-
band leaves home in old age as a sannydsf,
a renunciant, the wife also becomes a re-
nunciant. She doesn’t leave home as the
husband does. She lives under the care of
her grown sons and sets a high example of

austerity and saintliness for the entire
family.

BTG: Does all this apply in the Krsna con-
sciousness movement?

Sitarani dasi: In ISKCON, women have a
greater opportunity for renunciation than
was generally available in traditional Vedic
society. In that society, a young woman
would go straight from her father’s home
to the home of her husband and would not
become a renunciant until her old age,
when her husband became a sannydsi.
But when Srila Prabhupéada arrived in
America for the first time, he saw that in
the West the great majority of young
women spend a considerable time on their
own before they marry. Many such “inde-
pendent women” were attracted to his
newly founded movement, so he created
a brahmacarini-asrama, a situation in which
unmarried women could live as celibates
within the protection of the temple com-
munity, living the same ascetic, devotional
life as the male disciples.

BTG: Although men and women seem to
have an equal spiritual status in the temples,
we see that the men and women eat, serve,
and worship separately. Why?

Sitarani dasi: For the obvious reason that
in a community largely consisting of male
and female celibates, chastity has to be
preserved by a healthy separation of the
sexes. In the traditional Indian system, only
men lived within the core dsrama commun-

ity. To make Krsna consciousness equally
available to women, Srila Prabhupada
welcomed women into the communities,
but he made provisions for separate living
arrangements and strict protocols so that
the temple would stay pure and peaceful,
undisturbed by illicit dealings between the
sexes. The basis for the separation is not
mutual dislike but mutual respect.

BTG: But doesn’t this separation lead
to stereotyped roles for both men and
women in the movement?

Sitarapi dasi: As far as devotional service
is concerned, you'll find women engaged
in all types of activities. There are no ex-
clusively female vocations in the move-
ment. Both men and women cook, clean,
and raise children. And rather than re-
maining homebound, our women are
strongly encouraged to be assertive as mis-
sionaries and preachers. There are many
women active in the arts: painting, sculp-
ture, music, and classical dance, Devotee
women are active in publicity work, and
they also lecture in high schools and col-
leges. Women are active and productive in
all these areas.

BTG: Do you have any final comments?
Sitarani dasi: Yes. We sincerely invite all
women who are interested in realizing
their full potential as women, as human
beings, and as spiritual entities to join us
in Krsna consciousness. This is the real
women's liberation, o

ILLUSION

(continued from page 4)
[food offered to Krsna].” In this way one
becomes a gosvami, a master of his senses.

When a person does not allow his senses
to do anything for sense gratification but
acts only for the service of Krsna, that
is called devotional service. Hrsikena
hrsikesa-sevanam bhaktir ucyate: devo-
tional service means to engage your senses
in satisfying the master of the senses. The
supreme master of the senses is Krsna.
Now we are trying to use our senses for
our personal service. This is called mdayd,
illusion. But when we engage the same
senses in the service of Krsna, that is per-
fection. We don’t stop the activities of the
senses, but we purify the senses by engag-
ing them in the service of the Lord. This is
Krsna consciousness.

Thank you very much. Any questions?
Devotee: Srila Prabhupada, how is it that
Lord Jesus is called the son of God? If
Krsna is usually the son, how is Jesus—
Srila Prabhupada: Not usually. Krsna is
the Supreme Father, but He becomes His
devotee’s son out of His love. Being a son
is not Krsna’s constitutional position;
being the father is His constitutional posi-
tion (aham bija-pradah pita). But some-
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times He voluntarily becomes a son to
taste His devotee’s fatherly or motherly
love for Him.

When a pure devotee prays, “My dear
Lord, I want You for my son,” Krsna ac-
cepts his prayer. Vasudeva and Devaki
become Krsna's parents in this way. In a
previous life they underwent severe aus-
terities. They were married, but they had
no sex. They were determined that unless
they could get the Lord as their son they
would not have a child. So they performed
severe austerities for many thousands of
vears. Then the Lord appeared to them
and asked, “What do you want?”

“Sir, we want a son like You.”

“How can you get a son like Me? I'll be-
come your son!”

So Krsna, the Lord, is the father of
everyone, but He voluntarily becomes the
son of His devotee. Otherwise, His posi-
tion is always the Supreme Father.
Devotee: Srila Prabhupada, I read in the
Srimad-Bhagavatam that when one be-
comes a liberated soul he attains perfect
freedom and that sometimes his freedom
is on the same level as Krsna's or even
more than Krsna's. Can you explain this?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Take Vasudeva,
for example. He’s more than Krsna. Or
Mother Yasoda. You have seen the pic-

ture of Yasoda binding Krsna?

Devotee: Krsna looks like a little baby?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. The Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead is feared by every-
one, but He becomes fearful of Mother
Yasoda: “My dear mother, kindly do not
bind Me. I shall obey your orders.”

So Mother Yasoda has become more
than God, more than Krsna. The maya-
vadi [impersonalistic] philosophers want
to become one with the Lord, but our phi-
losophy is to become more than Krsna.
Why one with Krsna? More than Krsna.
And, actually, Krsna does make His devo-
tee more than Himself. Another example
is Arjuna. Krsna took the part of his
chariot driver. Krsna was actually the hero
of the Battle of Kuruksetra, but He gave
that position to His devotee: “Arjuna,
you become the hero. I shall be your
charioteer.”

Krsna is just like a father who wants to
see his son become more than himself. If
the father has an M. A, he wants to see his
son get a Ph.D. Then the father is satis-
fied. He'll not tolerate an outsider’s be-
coming more than him, but he’s glad if his
son becomes more than him. Similarly,
Krsna, the Supreme Lord, wants to see
His devotee become more than Himself.
That is His pleasure. e



Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare

Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare

hat is a mantra? In Sanskrit, mantra

means “mind” and tra means “freeing.”
So a mantra is a combination of transcendental
sounds that frees our minds from the anxieties
of living in the material world,

Ancient India’s Vedic literatures single out
one mantra as the maha (supreme) mantra.
The Kali-santarana Upanisad explains, “These
sixteen words— Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare—are
especially meant for counteracting the ill
effects of the present age of quarrel and
anxiety.”

The Narada-panicaratra adds, " All mantras

and all processes for self-realization are com-
pressed into the Hare Krsna mahd-mantra.”
Five centuries ago, while spreading the maha-
manira throughout the Indian subcontinent, Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu prayed, “O Supreme
Personality of Godhead, in Your name You
have invested all Your transcendental energies.”
The name Krsna means “the all-attractive
One," the name Rama means “the all-pleasing
one,” and the name Hare is an address to the
Lord’s devotional energy. So the maha-mantra
means, “O all-attractive, all-pleasing Lord, O
energy of the Lord, please engage me in Your
devational service.” Chant the Hare Krsna
maha-mantra and your life will be sublime.
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THE BIRD IN THE CAGE

Hey lady! Lady!! Wake up! Your bird is starving. Hey lady!

by DRAVIDA DASA

———

‘ ‘ T hy is that woman blithely dusting the birdcage

when it’s the bird itself, obviously sick or hungry,
that urgently needs attention? She seems so caught up in
polishing her golden cage that she's forgotten all about the
poor creature. Or perhaps she’s just too deaf and near-
sighted to perceive its distress.

The urgency we feel in wanting to do something to
remedy this outrage roughly parallels the urgency a self-
realized spiritual master feels as he looks upon those of us
who are suffering the pains of life in the material world.
The parrot, you see, represents the spiritual soul, the
spark of consciousness encaged within the material body.
The cage is the body itself, which covers the soul and
keeps him trapped in the material world. And the old
woman represents the person in spiritual ignorance, ob-
livious of the needs of the spiritual self within and ab-
sorbed in satisfying the demands of the external body.

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada felt intense compassion for people suffering from
spiritual ignorance, and he dedicated his life to teaching
the science of Krsna consciousness so they could be en-
lightened. In his commentary on India’s greatest spiritual
classic, Srimad-Bhagavatam, he writes, “The spirit soul’s
needs must be fulfilled. Simply by cleansing the cage of
the bird, one does not satisfy the bird. One must actually
know the needs of the bird himself. The need of the spirit
soul is that he wants to get out of the limited sphere of ma-
terial bondage and fulfill his desire for complete freedom.
He wants to get out of the covered walls of the greater
universe. He wants to see the free light and the spirit. That
complete freedom is achieved when he meets the complete
spirit, the Personality of Godhead.” i

Now, you may ask, How did the bird ever get into the
cage in the first place? How did the soul ever become
covered by matter? How did we ever lose sight of God?

The Vedic literature explains that each of us is a part of
God, a minute particle of His spiritual energy. And be-
cause we are part of God we have His qualities, but in
minute quantity. One of those qualities is independence.

God, or Krsna, has complete independence—He can
do whatever He wants whenever He wants. Our indepen-
dence consists of being able to choose between serving
Krsna and trying to imitate Him.

Serving Krsna is our constitutional activity and brings
us eternal bliss in Krsna's spiritual world. But when we try
to imitate Krsna—when we try to usurp His position of
supreme enjoyer and controller—we must come to the
material world. Here we forget Krsna, acquirg a body

made of matter, and suffer perpetually in the cycle of re-
peated birth, old age, disease, and death. Eons ago, in
some unimaginably distant millennium, we chose not to
serve Krsna but to imitate Him. And we’ve been encaged
in matter ever since.

To end our suffering, we need only choose now to serve
Krsna. There is no other way, as Krsna affirms in the
Bhagavad-gira (7.14): “My material energy is insurmount-
able—unless one surrenders to Me.” After all, Krsna is
God, the supreme controller of both the spiritual and ma-
terial energies. He has created the material world only to
teach us that living apart from Him is misery. Once we
learn that and begin to serve Him again, He compassion-
ately lifts us above the painful dualities of material life.

The Vedic literature says that one who serves the Lord
with his full energy is free of material bondage, even while
still living in the material body. In other words, at every
moment he understands himself to be transcendental to
the pleasures and pains, the ups and downs, of material
existence. Even in the greatest difficulty he remains un-
disturbed, serene in his transcendental loving relationship
with Krsna. So life in the world of matter can be a pleasure
when we’'re nourished by spiritual contact with Krsna, just
as life for our bird in the golden cage would be a pleasure if
he were properly fed and cared for.

Of course, the bird in the cage would find ultimate hap-
piness only in freedom: he wants to return to his home in
the forest. Similarly, the self-realized soul yearns to return
home, back to Godhead, to live with Krsna eternally. And
this is the fruit of full surrender to the Lord.

“Wake up!” call out the Vedas. “Try to understand the
great value of the human form of life. Don’t remain in the
darkness of spiritual ignorance. Come to the light of
transcendental knowledge.” The devotees in the Krsna con-
sciousness movement, following the lead of Srila Prabhu-
pada, echo this call of the Vedic literature. Human life is
very rare, and it is the only form of life in which the soul
enwrapped in ignorance can understand the science of
God consciousness. The purpose of the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness is to provide knowledge
of God in the form of books and other media, to
provide a practical method for reestablishing our loving
relationship with God through bhakti-yoga, devotional
service, and to show by example how we can live in this
world in a liberated and joyful state, serving God with all
our vital energy. Now it is simply up to each of us to
choose to quit polishing the cage and take care of the
suffering bird within. ey

PAINTING BY SRINIVASA DASA
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THE YOGA DICTIONARY

Dasa—When a member
of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness
receives spiritual initiation,

he or she accepts a spiritual name (a name
of Krsna or a great devotee of Krsna),
with the word ddsa or dasi, meaning “ser-
vant,” at the end. (The word is dasa for
men, dast for women. ) This indicates that
he or she is a servant of God. While most
people think themselves masters of their
lives and surroundings, a devotee thinks
himself a servant of Krsna and depends
on His mercy in all circumstances.

A good servant always tries to please
his master, and a good master always sees
to the best interests of his servants. And
who could be a more reliable master than
God? By taking the humble position of a
servant, the devotee gets the benefits of
having the best master, Lord Krsna,

Dasaratha—Dasaratha, the ruler of
the Indian kingdom of Ayodhya, was the
father of Lord Ramacandra, an incarna-
tion of God who appeared on earth hun-
dreds of thousands of years ago.

King Dasaratha loved his valiant son
Ramacandra beyond words, and so too
did all the citizens of Ayodhya. Dasa-
ratha, therefore, upon reaching old age,
decided to abdicate the throne and crown
Ramacandra king.

But King Dasaratha had three wives,
and one of them, Kaikeyi, Lord Rama-
candra’s stepmother, reminded King Dasa-
ratha of an old promise. She had once
served him faithfully when he was wound-
ed in a battle, and out of gratitude he had
promised her a boon of her choosing. She
had asked, however, that she be allowed
to choose the boon later.

Now, as the kingdom festively made
ready for Lord Ramacandra’s coronation,
Kaikeyi demanded of King Dasaratha
her boon—that he install her own son as
king and banish Lord Ramacandra to the
forest.

Kaikeyl was unbending, and King
Dasaratha was bound by his promise.
Lord Ramacandra, therefore, to fulfill His
father's word, abandoned the kingdom
and went to the forest with His wife, 5ita,
and His brother Laksmana. And King
Dasaratha died of a broken heart.

The pastimes of Lord Ramacandra ap-
pear in detail in the epic scripture known
as the Ramdayana, written by the great
sage Valmiki.

The Sanskrit language is rich in words to communicate ideas about spiritual life, yoga, and
God realization. This dictionary, appearing by installments in BACK To GODHEAD, focuses
upon the most important of these words (and, occasionatly, upon relevant English terms) and
explains what they mean. (For a guide to proper pronunciation, please see page 1.)

Death—For the soul there is never
birth or death. But the body, like all things
material, is sure to fall apart and cease to
exist. What happens at death is that the
soul—the eternal spark of conscious-
ness—leaves behind the temporary ma-
terial body. Thus the body becomes
forever lifeless, and nature’s subtle laws
of karma poise the soul for rebirth in a
new body.

One who is born is sure to die, and after
death one is sure to be born yet again. But
a fully self-realized person escapes this
endless cycle of birth and death by fixing
his mind on Krsna, the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead, and returning home to
Krsna’s eternal spiritual world.

Deva—The word deva means “god.”
God is one, but because all living beings
are parts of God, when they become godly
they may also be called “gods.” But
among all these tiny gods there is one
Supreme God, the Supreme Lord.

The Vedic writings say that living be-
ings, according to their choice, may be of
two natures—godly or demonic. Those
who are devoted to the Supreme Lord are
godly (visnu-bhaktah smrio daivah), and
those averse to serving God are called
demonic (dsuras tad-viparyayah).

Among the devas, or godly living be-
ings, some are entrusted by God with the
responsibility for managing various as-
pects of the cosmos. For example, they
control various planets and regulate the
workings of natural forces such as the
wind, rain, and sunshine,

Because these devas wield tremendous
power, people sometimes worship them
for material prosperity or even think them
the same as the Supreme Lord. One may
worship whatever deva one chooses, they
think, and the result will be the same.

The Bhagavad-gita, however, disagrees.
According to the Girg, those who worship
the various devas (such as Brahma,
Siva, Ganesa, or Indra) may enjoy tempo-
rary pleasures on the planets of the devas
after death. But these pleasures, the Gira
says, are meant for the less intelligent.
Only those who devote themselves to the
Supreme Lord (Visnu, or Krsna) may
enter the eternal kingdom of God.

Lord Sri Krsna is the fountainhead of
all the devas (aham adir hi devanam), and
those who are godly surrender to Him.
Therefore He is known as Deva-deva,
“the God of all gods.”
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Krsna’s Message
(continued from page 7)

you are following doesn’t bring you at-
tachment to God, and by that attachment
allow you to give up the attachment to the
illusory material world, then that path is
not proper. It is a useless waste of time.”

So we must understand, as Krsna saysin
the Bhagavad-gita, that all of us are born
into ignorance and that we require spiritu-
al training. And when we follow some
path, we have to see how we are passing
out of the state of ignorance and passion
and reviving our divine nature, just as we
might pass out of a heavy fever and revive
our health,

Today the whole world is in a very heavy
feverish condition: “This is mine,” “This is
mine,” “This is mine.” The world may go
to war now on account of two little stones
in the ocean, and all because of this
feverish condition of “This is mine,” “This
is mine.” So we need some good medicine
to bring the fever down. It doesn’t matter
which bottle it comes in. If it can bring
down that fever and bring one at least to
the point of peacefulness, it is good
medicine. Up until now, nothing has pro-
vided that medicine. Although the United
Nations is based on the principle of peace,
we may humbly submit that increasing the
number of flags does not necessarily mean
increasing peace. Actually, peace will
come when there is one nation under God.

So although the goal of all religions may
be the same—serving and loving God—
we should not sentimentally say that
everyone is making equal progress toward
that goal. Religion must give us that ex-
perience which actually diminishes our at-
tachment to this material world, makes us
attached to our loving relationship with
God, and thereby allows us to see the
equality of all living beings. This is the busi-
ness of religion—to train us to see that
equality. Thatisits job.

And when our religion allows us to see
that not just all Auman beings but all living
beings are equal, being part and parcel of
God, we can know that we are heading
toward the proper destination. If you are
going to India, you should expect that the
weather will get warmer. If you startseeing
icebergs going by, you should understand
you're going in the wrong direction.

So we must be humble enough to change
our spiritual direction if we are not going
toward the goal of love of God. This
humility is the first qualification for ac-
quiring genuine spiritual knowledge.
Therefore, while in principle all religions
are the same in essence, I leave it up to
you to see by practical experience how
you are approaching the destination of
love of God and equal vision toward all
living beings. Sl



FESTIVALS

and the Hare Krsna Calendar

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritual
calendar that divides the year into twelve
months, each named for a different form of
Krsna. The devotees at the Hare Krsna center
nearest you will gladly tell you more about the
meaning of the festivals listed here.

Month of Damodara
(November 2—December 1)

December 1—Last day of Damodara-vrata.
Last day of Caturmasya.

Month of Kesava
(December 2-30)

gregational chanting of Hare Krsna, Srila
Prabhupada singing traditional songs of God
realization and explaining their meaning, Srila
Prabhupada's classes on Bhagavad-gita and
Sn‘mad-Bhdgavamm, his conversations about
transcendental enlightenment with devotees
and guests. And cassettes of Srila Prabhupada’s
disciples, who are carrying on the tradition.

For a current catalog, write to ISKCON Edu-
cational Services, 3764 Watseka Avenue, Los
Angeles, CA 90034,

If you're a scientific person, apply your mind
to the science of self-realization. Read Mech-
anistic and Nonmechanistic Science, an inves-
tigation into the nature of consciousness and
form by Richard L. Thompson, Ph.D. (Sada-
pita dasa).

In this book, Dr. Thompson shows how

physics breaks down when it tries to deal with
consciousness. He examines how biology runs
in circles when it tries to say why the world has
complex forms. For scientists seeking a unified
view of the world, he suggests looking beyond
theories that boil everything down to imper-
sonal arrangements of numbers. And he gives
some revolutionary ideas of what science has
yet to find. Includes rigorous technical sections
you can read if they're for you, or skip over
without hindrance if they’re not.
245 pages, softbound.

For your copy, send $6.60 (37.00 in Canada) to
Bala Books, 39 Dawes Avenue, Lynbrook,
N.Y. 11563.

Note to subseribers. Planning to move? Let us
know when and where so we can keep your
Back To GODHEAD coming without a break.

December 11—Utpanna Ekadasi (fasting
from grains and beans). Appearance anniver-
sary of Srila Satsvariipa dasa Goswami Guru-
pada, one of the present spiritual masters in the
Hare Krsna movement.

December 26 —Moksada Ekadasi (fasting from
grains and beans).

Month of Narayana
(December 31 -January 28)

January 2—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, spiri-
tual master of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupéada and the greatest
propagator of Krsna consciousness in India
during the first half of this century. Devotees
observe this day with readings about him and
fasting till noon, followed by feasting. Call your
local Hare Krsna center.

January 9—Saphala Ekadasi (fasting from
grains and beans).

RESOURCES

Going to Bombay?

Visit the ISKCON cultural center—Hare
Krishna Land, in beautiful Juhu Beach. A short
ride from the Bombay airports, Hare Krsna
Land features a gorgeous traditional Krsna
temple, together with a multistory modern
guesthouse, Govinda's pure vegetarian prasadam
restaurant, musical and theatrical performances
in the 425-seat auditorium, and a sublime atmo-
sphere of spiritual realization in the association
of Krsna's devotees.

For further information, inquire at your local
ISKCON center or get directly in touch with
ISKCON in Bombay.

Krsna Conscious Tape Cassettes

In the yoga system of Krsna consciousness,
the most important method of spiritual ad-
vancement is to hear the transcendental sound
of Krsna's holy name and teachings. By hearing
this sound from a pure devotee of Krsna, you
can make strong and steady progress on the
path back to Godhead.

ISKCON Educational Services offers a trea-
sure of recordings on high-quality C-60 and C-
90 cassettes: Srila Prabhupada leading the con-
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Death on the Evening News

While recently watching the evening
news, I saw that almost the entire show
was about killing and death: a murder,
a rash of drug poisonings, a massacre
of refugees by military forces, and a
sampling of wars and preparations for
war. For a kind of relief, the half-hour
report ended with sports coverage. Yet
even the world of games mourned: the
news gave a two-minute homage to a
former baseball hero who had just died
at seventy. Only the commercials pro-
vided sheer, unadulterated illusion,
inviting viewers to enjoy true happi-
ness from Shredded Wheat or a new
Volkswagen.

Was the TV news editors’ emphasis
on killing sensatonalistic? Or was my
taking notice of it too extreme?

In one sense, history is nothing but
the piling up of corpses, the vanquish-
ing of empires. So there’s nothing
startling about people dying.

But what is startling is our refusal to
face up to the inevitability of our
own death. As expressed in the Maha-
bharata, a great epic of Vedic times,
“Every day millions of living beings are
tforced to the kingdom of death. Yet
those who remain aspire for a perma-
nent life in the material world. What
could be more wonderful than this?”

Superficially, we all recognize that
we shall die one day. We take out in-
surance policies to provide for those
who will live after us. We make out
wills bequeathing whatever we own to
our loved ones. We may even put
money aside for our own funeral, cem-
etery plot, and gravestone. But this is
not real preparation for death.

Who really knows what will happen
after death? Even if we profess a the-
ory or a theology that explains death,
do we know for certain where we will
go after death? Most people don’t in
quire into these questions seriously;
they keep up the illusion that death
won't come to them. Unwilling to face
death, they concentrate wholeheart-
edly on enjoying their present life,
with no concern for the next.

Yet a small but growing number of
people are concerned about their own

death and are trying to do something
about it. Recent years have seen the in-
creasing popularity of a psychology of
death, a discipline aimed at mentally
preparing a person for a peaceful de-
mise. Taking death to be inevitable,
psychologists try to relieve our anxiety
about the end. And often their death
therapy rests on speculations about a
uniformly pleasant hereafter.

In reaction to the “death psycholo-
gists,” atheistic humanists have con-
demned many death studies as symp-
tomizing a morbid fascination or an
escape from the realities of life. For such
humanists, temporary bodily life is the
all-in-all. They want to go on boldly
trying to enjoy this material world, or
sometimes to improve it by political or
altruistic efforts. At best, they hope to
die with a cavalier attitude of “no re-
grets.” But they also can’t say for sure
what death is.

Real knowledge about life and death
begins with a clear understanding of
the self beyond the body. Suppose at a
wake the grieving widow says, “Oh,
my husband is dead and gone!” An-
other person may say, “Why do you
say he’s gone? He’s lying there.” But
she will say, “No, he’s gone forever.”
The very language suggests that the
person who was her husband, the real
self, was different from his body.

Whether the body is old or young,
white or black, man or woman, it is
simply a covering for the real self, the
eternal spiritual particle within the body.
This lesson we must learn. Then we
can understand that we do not really
die when our body dies.

The Vedas say that to think the body
is the self is to think on the level of the
animals. When a cow’s calf has died
and the cow will no longer give milk,
the farmer sometimes tricks the cow by
bringing the calf before her. The cow
licks the body of the dead calf and al-
lows herself to be milked. People with
a bodily conception of the self are simi-
larly foolish. They take shelter of ma-
terialistic science and sometimes think
that when they die scientists will be
able to freeze their dead bodies so that

in the future they may live again. But
no scientist can return a departed soul
to the body, any more than a cow can
bring her calf back to life. We must
know first of all that the soul, not the
body, is the self. Only then can we
progress toward an understanding of
death.

According to Vedic information,
when death occurs the vital bodily
functions stop and the eternal self, or
soul, transmigrates to another body.
But for each of us the question re-
mains: “Where will I go after death?”

The answer is that our destination
is determined by the laws of karma, the
subtle laws of action and reaction that
work under the direction of the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead. Thus
we will take our next body according to
our activities in this life. If now we live
in goodness, next time we will get a
better body—one in the human spe-
cies or higher. But if we misuse the
human form of life and act out of pas-
sion or ignorance, in our next life we
will be degraded, perhaps to an animal
species or even lower. So it is intelli-
gent to live the present life in prepara-
tion for the next.

Still, even if we amass “good karma”
and get a better body in our next life,
this doesn’t solve the problem of
death. The flaw of mortality always re-
mains, no matter what body we get. So
for materialists death remains an insol-
uble problem, whether they fear death,
try to forget death, try to prevent
death, or pretend to accept death. Only
Krsna consciousness solves the prob-
lem of death.

The solution? To raise our conscious-
ness out of beastly, bodily identifica-
tion up to spiritual knowledge, to love
of God, so that when death comes we
can transcend the cycle of repeated
births and deaths. If a person dies com-
pletely enlightened about the self and
God and about this world and the next,
he can go to the eternal, spiritual world
and attain immortality in his original
identity as a servant of God. This is the
good news that is unfortunately never
reported on television. —SDG
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Centers of the Hare Krsna Movement

(continued from the back cover)

EUROPE
UNITED KINGDOM

Glasgow, Scotland—571 Sauchiehall St., Charing Cross, Glasgow G3 TPCY 041-21-5999

London, England (city)—10 Scho St., London W1/ 01-437-3662

London, England (country)—Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Watford,
Hemfordshlre WD2 8EP/ Radletr 7244

M ter, England— 106 College Road, Whalley Range, Manchester 16/ 061-881-1947

Worcester, England Chaitanya College at Croome Court, Severn Stoke, Worcester
WRE 9DW/ 090 567-214

FARM

London, England— (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)
RESTAURANT

London—Healthy, Wealthy, and Wise, 9-10 Soho St./ 01-437-1835

OTHER COUNTRIES
Amsterdam, Holland —Keizersgracht 94/ 020-249 410
Antwerp, Belgium—25 Katelijnevest/ 031-320987
Athens, Greece—133 Solonos
Belfast, Northern Ireland—21 Ava Avenue, Ormeau Rd., Belfast 7
Catania, Sicily—Via San Nicold al Borgo, 28, 95100/ 095-552252
Copenhagen, Denmark—Knabstrupvej 38, 2700 Bronshoj/ 01-288880
Dublin, Ireland —Castlefield House, Knocklyon Road, Templeogue, Dublin 16/ 945504
Gallarate, Italy—Via A. Volta 19, Gallarate 20131 (VA)/ 0331-783-268
Githenburg, Sweden—Karl Gustavsgatan 19, 1125 Gothenburg/ 031-110955
Graz, Austria—Idlhofgasse 86/3, 8020 Graz/ 0316-37775
Grodinge, Sweden—Korsniis Gard, 140 32 Grédinge/ 0753-29151
Heidelberg, W. Germany—Kiirfursten Anlage 5, 6900 Heidelberg/ 06221-15101
Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Canary Islands—Néstor de la Torre, 26—5.B
Madrid, Spain—Veldsquez 24, 2da. decha., Madrid 1/ 276-0447
Munich, W. Germany—Veilchenweg 1, 8012 Miinchen-Otobrunn/ 089-6014536
Napoli, Italy—Via Tironcelli No. 77, 80054 Torre Del Greco/ (081) §81-54-31
Paris, France—Chateau d'Ermenonville, 60440 Nanteuil le Haudouin 68950/ (4) 454-0026
Rome, Italy—Salita del Poggio Laurentino 7, Rome 00144/ (06) 593-075
Septon, Belgium—Chateau de Petit Somme, Septon 5482/ 086-322480
Stockholm, Sweden—Fridhemsgatan 22, 112 40 Stockholm/ 08-515710
Strasbourg, France—57, Ave. des Vosges, 67000 Strasbourg/ (88) 362409
Torino, Italy—10C. Tecti Gariglio, Strada Vicinale Berra 15/1, 10025 Pino Torinese (TO)/
(011) 840-957
Vienna, Austria—Kirchengasse 32, A-1070 Wien/ (0222) 93 24 57
Ziirich, Switzerland—Bergstrasse 54, 8032 Zirich/ (01) 69.33.88
FARMS
Almviks Gard, Sweden—15300 Jarna/ 0755) 52068
Bavarian Forest (Bayrischer Wald), W. Germany (Nava-Jivada-Nysithha-
Ksetra)—(contact ISKCON Munich)
Bnhuega, Spam (New Vraja Mandala)—(Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ (11) 280018
Dad ) Sw d—Im Stillen Tal, CH3186 Diidingen (FR)/ (037) 43.26.98
Flnl‘ence Italy (Villa Vendavana)—P.O. Box 96, 50026 San Casciano Val di Pesa
(Fm_nz:_).-’ 055-820054
Glengariff, Ireland (Hare Krgna Farm)—County Cork
Valencay, France (New Mayapur)—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ (54) 40-23-26

LATIN AMERICA
BRAZIL

Belem, PA—Rua Cesario Alvim 795, Jurunas, 66.000
Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais—Rua Gongalves Dias 2411, Lurdes, 30.000/ (031) 335-1551
Curitiba, Parania—Rua Pres Carlos Calvacante 1090, Sio Francisco, 80.000
Fortaleza, CE—Rua Demetrio de Menezes 4240, Apt. 15, Antonio Bexerra, 60.000
Pindamonhangaba, SP—Ave. Dom Jodo Bosco 848, Santana, 12.400
Pérto Alegre, RS—Rua Eurico Lara 430, Menino Deus, 90,000/ (0512) 237598
Recife, Pernambuco—Ave. 17 de Agosto 257, Parnamirim 50.000/ (081) 268-1908
Rio de Janeiro, RJ—Rua da Cascata 70, Tijuca
Salvador, Bahia—Rua Alvaro Adomo 17, Brotas, 40.000/ (071) 244-1072
Sao Paulo, SP—Rua dos Franceses 323, Bela Vista, 01329/ (011) 284-4075
Vitoria, ES—Esc:u:l:lrla Santos 29, Ladeira Sao Bento, 29.000/ (027) 223-1311
FARM
Pindamonhangaba, Sao Paulo (New Gokula)—Riberao Grande (mail: C'P. 108,
12.400 Pindamonhangaba, S.P.
MEXICO
Guadalajara—Morelos No. 1514 Sector Hildago, Jalisco/ 26-12-78
Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Maontiel 45, San Miguel Chapultepec, Mexico, D.E. 18/
(905) 271-0132
Monterrey—General Albino Espinoza, 345 Pte., Zona Centro, Monterrey, N.L./ 42 67 66
Puebla—Rio Nazas 5016, Col. San Manuel
Vera Cruz—~ Calle 3, Carebelas No. 784, Fraccionamienito Reforma

OTHER COUNTRIES
Arequipa, Peru—Leticia 204
Bogoti, Colombia—Carrera 3A No. 54-A-72/ 255-9842
B Aires, Argenti CC 80, 1602 Florida
Cochabamba, Bolivia—FP.O. Box 3988/ 46441
Concepcion, Chile—Nongiien, 588/ 23150
Corriverton, Guyana—Lot 3, Line Path E, Comiverton, Corentyne, Berbice
Cuzco, Peru—Calle Plaza San Francisco No, 360 (altos)
Georgetown, Guyana—24 Ulitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara
La Paz, Bolivia—Avenida Herando Siles 6239 (mail: Casilla 10278 Obrajes)/ 785023
Lima, Peru—Jiron Junin 415/ 28-94.91
Medellin, Colombia—Carrera 32, No. 54-41
Moutev'ldeu Uruguay—Casilla 10 531, Suc. Pluna
blic of P P.O. Box629)4
Qultn, Ecuador—Apdn 2384, Calle Yasuni No. 404 (mail: P.O. Box 2384)
San Jose, Costa Rica— 100 mirs. sureste de aptos Torre Blanca Urbanizacién Carmiol,
Montes de Oca, Casa No. 49 (mail: P.O. Box 166, Paseo Estudiantes, Z-1002)
San Salvador, El Salvador—67 Avenida Sur No. 13, Celonia Escalon
Santiago, Chile—Estudiantes, 150

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic—Calle Cayetano Rodriguez No. 254/
(B09) 688-7242
Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies—Prabhupada Ave., Lonpdenville, Chaguanas
FARMS

San Salvador, El Salvador—Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios,
Zapotitdn, Dpto. de La Libertad
Guyana—Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice
RESTAURANTS
Cuzco, Peru—Calle Procuradores No. 36
Lima, Peru—Azangaro 149
San José, Costa Rica—50 metros al este de la casa amarilla, Avenida 7, No. 1325
San Salvador, El Salvador—Govinda's, Ta. Calle Oriente No. 155
Santiago, Chile—Govinda's (at ISKCON Sanriago)

NORTH AMERICA

CANADA
Edmonton, Alberta—8957 77th Ave., T5N 2N7/ (403) 466-9037
Montreal, Quebec—1626 Pie IX Boulevard, HIV 2C5/ (514) 527-1101
Ottawa, Ontario—212 Somerset St. E., KIN 6V4/ (613) 233-1884
Regina, Saskatchewan—2817 Victoria Ave., S4T 1K6&/ (306) 522-4973
Toronto, Ontario—243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2]6/ (416) 922-5415

Vancouver, B.C.—5462 S.E. Marine Dr., Burmaby V5] 3G8/ (604) 433-8116
Waterloo, Ontario—51 Amos Ave., N2L 2W6/ (519) 888-7321
FARM

Woburn, Quebec (New Badrinatha)—145 Rang Louise, GOY 1RO/ (819) 566-2282
RESTAURANTS

Montreal —Chez Govinda, 3678 Saint Denis St./ (514) 843-8510

Ottawa—The Back Home Buffer, 212 Somerset St. E./ (613) 233-460

U.S.A.

Ann Arbor, Michigan—606 Packard St., 48015/ (313) 665-9057

Atlanta, Georgia—1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. N.E., 30306/ (404) 377-8680

Baltimore, Maryland —200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ (301) 788-3883

Berkeley, California—2334 Stuare St., 94705/ (415) 540-9215

Boston, Massachusetts— 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ (617) 247-8611

Chicago, Illinois—1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ (312) 973-0900

Cleveland, Ohio—15720 Euclid Ave., E. Cleveland, 44112/ (216) 681-9933

Dallas, Texas—5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ (214) B27-6330

Denver, Colorado—1400 Cherry St., 80220/ (303) 333-5461

Detroit, Michigan—383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ (313) 824-6000

E. Lansing, Michigan—319 Grove St., 48823/ (517) 351-6603

Fullerton, California—2011 E. Chapman Ave., 92631/ (714) 870-1156

Gainesville, Florida— 1208 S.W/. lst Ave., 32601/ (904) 371-2579

Honolulu, Hawaii—51 Coelho Way, 96817/ (808) 595-3947

Houston, Texas—1111 Rosalie St., 77004/ (713) 526-9860

Hyannis, Massachusetts—127 Ridgewood Ave., 02601/ (617) 771-4244

Laguna Beach, California—285 Legion St., 92651/ (714) 494-7029

Lake Huntington, New York—FP.0O. Box 388, 12752/ (914) 932-8331

Long Island, New York—197 5. Ocean Ave., Freeparr, 11520/ (516) 378-6184

Los Angeles, California—3764 Warseka Ave., 90034/ (213) B36-2676

Miami Beach, Florida—2445 Collins Ave., 33140/ (3053) 672-9687

Newark, Delaware— 168 Elkton Rd., 19711/ (302) 453-8510

New Orleans, Louisiana—2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ (504) 488-7433

New York, New York—305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ (212) 246-3503

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—51 W. Allens Lane, 19119/ (215) 247-4600

Portland, Oregon— 3828 Southeast Division St., 97202/ (503) 232-1590

Providence, Rhode Island—39 Glendale Ave., 02906/ (401) 273-9010

St. Louis, Missouri—3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ (314) 535-8085

San Diego, California— 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ (714) 483-2500

San Francisco, CA—Bhaktivedanta Fellowship—84 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 664-2397

San Francisco—Bhaktivedanta Institute, 1403 Willard St., 94117/ (415) 664-7783

San Juan, Puerto Rico—Box 215, Rt. 181, Gurabo, Santa Rita, 00658

Seattle, Washington—+400 18th Ave. E., 98112/ (206) 329-7011

State College, Pennsylvania—103 E. Hamilton Ave., 16801/ (814) 234-1867

Tallahassee, Florida—701 W. Pensacola, 32304/ (904) 122-0790

Tampa, Florida—1814 127th Ave., 33612/ (813) 971-0769

Topanga, California—20395 Callon Dr., 90290/ (213) 455-1658

Towaco, NJ—100 Jacksonville Rd., (mail: P.O. Box 109, 07082)/ (201) 299-0970

Washington, D.C.—10310 Oaklyn Rd., Potomac, Maryland, 20854/ (301) 299-2100

FARMS

Caddo, Oklahoma (New Ki }—Route 1, Box 296-A, 74729/ (405) 367-2784

Gainesville, Florida—Rt. 2, Box 24, Alachua, 32615/ (904) 462-3443

Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill)—(contact ISKCON San Juan)

Hopland, California (New Mt. Kailas)—FRoute 175, Box 469, 95449/ (707) 744-1100

Hotchkiss, Colorado (New Barshana)—F.O. Box 112, 81419/ (303) 517-4584

Lynchburg, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka)—Rrt. No. 1, Box 146-A (Mulberry), 37359/
(613) 759-7058

Moundsville, W. Virginia (New Vrindaban)—R.[). No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna
Ridge, 26041/ (304) 843-1600

Ninole, Hawaii (New Krsnaloka)—P.0. Box 108, 96773/ (H08) 595-3947

Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Giti-nagari)—R.D. No. 1, 17082/ (717) 517-2493

Three Rivers, CA (Bhaktivedanta Village)—44799 Dinely Dr., 93271/ (209) 561-9971

Zolfo Springs, Florida (Krishna World)—Rt. No. 1, Box 254-N, 33890/ (813) 735-0058

RESTAURANTS

Dallas—Kalachandji's (at ISKCON Dallas)

Honolulu—Govinda's Sandwich Shoppe, Makaloa Plaza, 1540 Makaloa St., 96814/
(B08) 942-8935

Los Angeles—Covinda's, %624 Venice Blvd. , Culver Ciry, 90230/ (213) 836-1269

St. Louis— (at ISKCON St. Louis)/ (314) 535-8161

San Francisco—Jagannarha's Carr, 57 Jessie St., 34105/ (415) 495-3083

San Francisco—The Higher Taste, 773 Frederick St., 94117/ (415) 661-7290

San Francisco—The Seven Mothers, 86 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-9703

San Juan, Puerto Rico—Teruan 153, Viejo San Juan/ (809) 727-6926

Santa Cruz, California—Govinda's, 2-1245 East Cliff Drive, 95062/ (408) 475-9833

Washington, D.C.—Govinda's, 515 8th St. 5.E., 20003/ (202) 543-9600
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AFRICA

Accra, Ghana, W. Africa— 582 Blk. 20, Odokor, Official Town (mail: P.O. Box 01568, Osu)

Cape Town, S. Africa—26 Grotw Rd., Rondebosch, 7700/ (021) 653 712

Durban (Natal), 8. Africa—P.O. Box 212, Cato Ridge, Natal 3680/ (325) 219-19

Harare, Zimbabwe—P.O. Box 2090

Johannesburg, S. Africa—62 Houghton Dr., Houghton 2196/ (011) 728-2157

Kisumu, Kenya—(Kibuye) off Nyerere Rd., (mail: P.O. Box 1102)

Lagos, Nigeria—2B Coker Rd., Ilupeju (mail: P.O, Box 8793)/ 962189

Mauritius—White House, Celicourt Antelme St., Quartre Bornes (mail: P.O. Box 108,
Quarte Dorne, Mauritius) 46804

Mombasa, Kenya, E. Africa—Madhavai House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rd.,
P.O. Box 82224/ 312248

Nairobi, Kenya—Puran Singh Close, P.O. Box 28946/ 744365

ASIA
INDIA
Ahmedabad, Gujarat—7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ 49935
Bangalore, Karnataka—34/A, 9th ‘B’ Cross, West of Chord Rd., Mahalaxmi Layour,
560 086 (mail: P.O. Box 5181)/ 80418
Baroda, Gujarat—18 Sujata Society Gotri Rd., 390 015/ 664599
Bhubaneswar, Orissa—Narional Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/ 53115
Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ 566-860
Calcutta, W. Bengal—3 Albert Rd., 700 017/443757
Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ 26674
Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), W. Bengal—Thakur Haridas Sripatbari Sevashram, P.O.
Chhaygharia, P.S. Bongaon, Dist. 24 Pargonas
Guwahati, Assam—Post Bag No. 127, 781 001
Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ 51018
Imphal, Manipur—Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001
Jaipur, Rajasthan—Krishna-Balarim Mandir Branch Office, 11C Bani Park, Jai Singh Rd.
Madras, Tamil Nadu—232 Kilpauk Garden Road, Madras 600 010
Mayapur, W. Bengal—Shree Miyapur Chandrodaya Mandir, P.O. Shree Mayapur
Dham (District Nadia)
New Delhi—M-119 Greater Kailash 1, 110 048/ 642058
Surat, Gujarat—21-A Dhawalgiri Apts., Athwa Lines, 395 007/ 87668
Trivandrum, Kerala—P. B. No. 5098, Fort PO, 695023
Vrindavan, U.P.—Krishna-Balarim Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg,
Raman Ret, Mathura/ 178
FARMS
Hyderabad, A.P.—P.O. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Talue, Hyderabad Discrict, 501 401
Maiyapur, W. Bengal —(contact ISKCON Mayapur)
RESTAURANTS
Bombay—Govinda's (at Hare Krishna Land)
Vmdavana—Krishna-Balaram Mandir Guesthouse
OTHER COUNTRIES
Bali, Indonesia—]alan Sagamona 17, Renon, Denpasar
Bangkok, Thailand—408, Soi 50, (Kasem Suwan), Sukumvit Rd./ 311-2634

es
:If-realization, blissful chanting of Hare

K , festivals, and—every Sunday afternoon—the
famous Hare Krsna feast. To find out more, call or visit
the Hare Krsna center nearest you.

Colombo, Sri Lanka—188, New Chetty St., Colombo 13/ 33315

Hong Kong—5 Homantin St., Flar 23, Kowloon/ 3-7122630

Jakarta, Indonesia—]alan Rawamangun Muka Timur 80/ 4835-13

Kathmandu, Nepal—5ri Kunj, Kamaladi

Mandaue City, Philippines—231 Pagabungan Rd., Basak, Cebu/ 83254

Manila, Philippines— 1446 Looban St. Paco/ 593652

Selangor, Malaysia—No. 18 Jalan 6/6, off Jalam Anak Gassing, Petaling Jaya/
564957

Singapore—103, Wellington Rd., Sembawang, 2775

Tehran, Iran—Felistin Ave., Shemstad St., No. 3/644-271

Tokyo, Japan—3-13-4 Kamirenjyaku, Mitakashi, Tokyo T181/ (0422) 475847

FARM
Luzon, Philippines—Comillas Cervantes, llocos, Sur

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide—13-A Frome St., Adelaide 5000, S. Australia/ (0B) 223-2084
Brisbane—56 Bellevue Terrace, St. Lucia 4066, Queensland (mail: P.O. Box 649,
Toowong 4066)/ (07) 370-7478
Melbourne,—197 Danks St., Albert Park, Melbourne, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.O. Box 125)/
(03) 699-5122
Newcastle—108 Curry St., Merewether 2291/ (049) 63-1962
Perth—73 Alexandra Rd., E. Fremantle, W. Australia 6158 (mail: P.O. Box 847,
Fremantle WA 6160)/ (09) 339-7111
Sydney—112 Darlinghurst Rd., King's Cross 2011, N.S. W, (mail: P.O. Box 159)/
(02) 357-5162
FARMS
Colo (Bhaktivedanta Ashram)—Upper Colo Rd., N.5.W. (mail: P.O. Box 493,
St. Mary's, 2760, N.5.W.)/(045) 755-184
Murwillumbah (New Govardhana)—Eungella,' Tyalgum Rd. via Murwillumbah,
MN.5.W. 2484 (mail: c/o P.O. Box 687)/ (066) 72-1903
Riverina (New Gaudadesh)—P.O. Box 1418, Renmark 5341, S. Australia/ (050) 278 226
RESTAURANTS
Adelaide—Govinda's, 13 Frome Street
Melbourne—Gopal's, 237 Flinders Lane/ 63 1578
Melbourne—Gopal's, 251 Malvern Rd., Prahran/ 240 0202
Newcastle—Gaopal's, Lower Ground Floor, 176 Hunter St./ (049) 63-1962
Parramatta—Gopal's, 18A Darcy St./ (02) 635-0638
Sydney—Mukunda’s, 233 Victoria St., Darlinghurst/ 357 5162
OTHER COUNTRIES
Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan)—Hwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golf
Course) (mail: /o R.D. 2, Kumeu)/ 412-8075
Christchurch, New Zealand—30 Latimer Sq./ 65689
Lautoka, Fiji—5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: c/a P.O. Box 125)/ 61-633, ext. 48
Suva, Fiji—F.O. Box 6376, Nasinu/ 391 282
RESTAURANT
Auckland, New Zealand—Gopal's, 1st Floar, 291 Queen St., (opp. Cinema Centre)

(This list of worldwide Hare Krsna centers continues on the inside back cover.)





