Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there
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His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to America
in 1965, at age sixty-nine, to fulfill
his spiritual master’s request that
he teach the science of Krsna
consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world. In a
dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation
and commentary on India's Vedic
literature, and these are now
standard in universities world-
wide. Meanwhile, traveling
almost nonstop, Srila Prabhupada
molded his international society
into a worldwide confederation of
asramas, schools, temples, and
farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in India’s
Vrndavana, the place most
sacred to Lord Krsna. His
disciples are carrying forward the
movement he started.

BAck To GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
International Society for Krishna Consciousness. part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).
When Srila Prabhupada began the Society (in New
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes
he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

4, To teach and encourage the sankirtana
movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of

1. To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
to society at large and to educate all peoples in the 5. To erect for the members and for society at large

techniques of spiritual life in order to check the a holy place of transcendental pastimes
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real dedicated to the personality of Krsna.
unity snd peacein the world, 6. To bring the members closer together for the

2. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re- purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam. of life.

3. To bring the members of the Society together 7. With a view toward achieving the aforementioned
with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,

entity, thus developing the idea within the books, and other writings.
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SERVICE or SLAVERY

The Choice Is Yours

A lecture given in September 1968

by His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness,

at the Hare Krsna center in Seattle.

In this material world, everyone is trying
to search out happiness and get relief
from misery. There are three kinds of mis-
eries caused by our material condition:
adhyarmika, adhibhautika, and adhidai-
vika. Adhyanmika miseries are those caused
by the body and mind themselves. For
example, when there is some disarrange-
ment of the different functions of meta-
bolism within the body, we get a fever
or some pain. Another kind of adhyarmika
misery is caused by the mind. Suppose I
lose someone who is dear to me. Then my
mind will be disturbed. This is also suffer-
ing. So diseases of the body or mental
disturbances are ddhydtmika miseries.

Then there are ddhibhautika miseries,
sufferings caused by other living entities.
For example, human beings are sending
millions of poor animals to the slaughter-
house daily. The animals cannot express
themselves, but they are undergoing great
suffering. And we also suffer miseries
caused by other living entities.

Finally, there are adhidaivika miseries,
those caused by higher authorities such as
the demigods. There may be famine,
earthquake, flood, pestilence—so many
things. These are adhidaivika sufferings.

So we are always suffering one or more
of these miseries. This material nature is
constituted in such a way that we have to
suffer; it is God’s law. And we are trying
to relieve the suffering by patchwork rem-
edies. Everyone is trying to get relief
from suffering; that is a fact. The whole

The path of salvation and the path of suffering.
The women with the garland and the diamond
necklace personify maya, the energy of God
that bewilders those who want to forget Him.
Following her dictates leads to degradation and
suffering, but following the instructions of a
self-realized spiritual master leads to the spiri-
tual world and an unending life of bliss and
knowledge with Lord Krsna and His eternal
consort, Srimati Radharani.

struggle for existence is aimed at getting
out of suffering.

There are various kinds of remedies
that we use to try to relieve our suffering.
One remedy is offered by the modern sci-
entists, one by the philosophers, another
by the atheists, another by the theists,
another by the fruitive workers. There are
so many ideas. But according to the phi-
losophy of Krsna consciousness, you can
get free of all your sufferings if you simply
change your consciousness to Krsna con-
sciousness. That’s all.

All our sufferings are due to ignorance.
We have forgotten that we are eternal ser-
vants of Krsna. There is a nice Bengali
verse that explains this point:

krsna-bahirmukha haiya bhoga-vancha kare
nikata-stha maya tare japatiya dhare

As soon as our original Krsna conscious-
ness becomes polluted with the conscious-
ness of material enjoyment—the idea
that I want to lord it over the resources of
matter— our troubles begin. Immediately
we fall into mdya, illusion. Everyone in
the material world is thinking, “I can
enjoy this world to my best capacity.”
From the tiny ant up to the highest living
creature, Brahma, everyone is trying to
become a lord. In your country many
politicians are canvassing to become the
president. Why? They want to become
some kind of lord. This is illusion.

In the Krsna consciousness movement
our mentality is just the opposite. We are
trying to become the servant of the servant
of the servant of the servant of Krsna
(gopi-bhartuh pada-kamalayor dasa-dasa-
nudasah). Instead of wanting to become
a lord, we want to become the servant of
Krsna.

Now, people may say this is a slave men-
tality: “Why should I become a slave? 1
shall become the master.” But they do not
know that this consciousness—*1 shall

PAINTING BY RAMADASA ABHIRAMA DASA

become the master”—is the cause of all
their suffering. This has to be understood.
In the name of becoming master of this
material world, we have become the ser-
vants of our senses.

We cannot avoid serving. Everyone of
us sitting in this meeting is a servant.
These boys and girls who have taken to
Krsna consciousness have agreed to be-
come servants of Krsna. So their problem
is solved. But others are thinking, “Why
should I become a servant of God? I shall
become the master.” Actually, no one can
become the master. And if someone tries
to become the master, he simply becomes
the servant of his senses. That’s all. He be-
comes the servant of his lust, the servant
of his avarice, the servant of his anger—
the servant of so many things.

In a higher stage, one becomes the ser-
vant of humanity, the servant of society,
the servant of his country. But the actual
purpose is to become the master. That is
the disease. The candidates for the presi-
dency are presenting their different man-
ifestos: I shall serve the country very
nicely. Please give me your vote.” But
their real idea is somehow or other to be-
come the master of the country. This is
illusion.

So, we should understand this impor-
tant point of philosophy: constitutionally
we are servants. Nobody can say, “I am
free; I am the master.” If someone thinks
like that, he’s in illusion. Can anybody in
this meeting say that he’s not the servant
of anybody or anything? No, because our
constitutional position is to serve.

We may serve Krsna, or we may serve
our senses. But the difficulty is that by
serving our senses we simply increase our
misery. For the time being you may satisfy
yourself by taking some intoxicant. And
under the spell of the intoxicant you may
think that you are nobody’s servant, that
you are free. But this idea is artificial. As
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soon as the hallucination is gone, again
you see that you are a servant.

So we are being forced to serve, but we
don’t wish to serve. What is the adjust-
ment? Krsna consciousness. If you be-
come the servant of Krsna, your aspira-
tion to become the master is immediately
achieved. For example, here we see a pic-
ture of Krsna and Arjuna. [Srila Prabhu-
pada points to a painting of Krsna and
Arjuna on the Batilefield of Kuruksetra.]
Krsna is the Supreme Lord; Arjuna is a
human being. But Arjunaloves Krsnaasa
friend, and in response to Arjuna’s
friendly love Krsna has become his chariot
driver, his servant. Similarly, if we be-
come reinstated in our transcendental lov-
ing relationship with Krsna, our aspiration
for mastership will be fulfilled. If you
agree to serve Krsna, gradually you will
see that Krsna is also serving you. Thisis a
question of realization.

So, if we want to get free of the service
of this material world, the service of our
senses, then we must direct our service
toward Krsna. This is Krsna consciousness.

Srila Riipa Gosvami quotes a nice verse
in his Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu concerning
the service of the senses: kamddinam kati
na katidha palita durnidesa. Here a devo-
tee is saying to Krsna that he has served his
senses for a very long time (kdmadinam
kati na katidha). Kama means “lust.” He
says, “By the dictation of my lust I have
done what I should not have done.” When
someone is aslave, he’s forced to do things
he does not wish to do. He’s forced. So,
here the devotee is admitting that under
the dictation of his lust he has done sinful
things.

Then someone may say to the devotee:
“All right, you have served your senses.
But now you are done serving them. Now
everything is all right.” But the difficulty is
this: tesam jata mayi na karund na trapa
nopa$antih. The devotee says, “I have
served my senses so much, but I find they
are not satisfied. That is my difficulty. My
senses are not satisfied, nor am I satisfied,
nor are my senses kind enough to give me
relief, to give me pension from their ser-
vice. That is my position. I had hoped that
by serving my senses for many years they
would have been satisfied. But no, they’re
not. They are still dictating to me.”

Here I may disclose something one of
my students told me: In old age his mother
is going to marry. And somebody else
complained that his grandmother has also
married. Just see: fifty years old, seventy-
five years old, and the senses are still so
strong that they're dictating, “Yes, you
must marry.” Try to understand how
strong the senses are. It is not simply
young men who are servants of their
senses. One may be seventy-five years
old, eighty years old, or even at the point
of death—still one is the servant of the
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senses. The senses are never satisfied.

So this is the material situation. We are
servants of our senses, but by serving our
senses we are not satisfied, nor are our
senses satisfied, nor are they merciful to
us. There is chaos!

The best thing, therefore, is to become
a servant of Krsna. In Bhagavad-gita
[18.66] Krsna says,

sarva-dharman parityajya
mam ekam Saranam vraja

aham tvam sarva-papebhyo
moksayisyami md sucah

You have served your senses in SO many
lives, life after life, in 8,400,000 species.
The birds are serving their senses, the

God is infinite,
and you are
infinitesimal.
Then what is
your position?
You have to serve
God, Krsna.
This is simple truth.

beasts are serving their senses, the human
beings, the demigods—everyone within
this material world is after sense gratifica-
tion. “So,” Krsna says, “just surrender
unto Me. Just agree to serve Me, and I will
take charge of you. You will be free from
the dictation of your senses.”

Because of the dictation of the senses,
we are committing sinful activities life
after life. Therefore we are in different
grades of bodies. Don’t think that
everyone of you is of the same standard.
No. According to one’s activities, one gets
a certain type of body. And these different
types of bodies afford one different grades
of sense gratification. There is sense
gratification in the hog’s life also, but it is
of a very low grade. The hog is so sensual
that it does not hesitate to have sex withits
mother, its sister, or its daughter. Even in
human society there are people who don’t
care whether they have sex with their
mother or sister. The senses are so strong.

So, we should try to understand that
serving the dictations of our senses is the
cause of all our misery. The threefold mis-
eries that we are suffering—the miseries
we are trying to get free of—are due to
this dictation of the senses. But if we be-
come attracted to serving Krsna, we will
no longer be forced to follow the dictation

of our senses. One name for Krsna is
Madana-mohana, “He who conquers
Cupid, or lust.” If you transfer your love
from your senses to Krsna, you will be free
from all misery. Immediately.

So this endeavor to be the master—*1
am the monarch of all I survey”—should
be given up. Everyone of us is constitu-
tionally a servant. Now we are serving our
senses, but we should direct this service to
Krsna. And when you serve Krsna, gradu-
ally Krsna reveals Himself to you as you
become sincere. Then the reciprocation of
service between Krsna and you will be so
nice. You can love Him as a friend or as a
master or as a lover—there are so many
ways to love Krsna.

So, you should try to love Krsna, and
you will see how much you are satisfied.
There is no other way to become fully
satisfied. Earning great amounts of money
will never give you satisfaction. I once
knew a gentleman in Calcutta who was
earning six thousand dollars a month. He
committed suicide. Why? That money
could not give him satisfaction. He was
trying to have something else.

So my humble request to you all is that
you try to understand this sublime ben-
ediction of life, Krsna consciousness. Sim-
ply by chanting Hare Krsna you will
gradually develop a transcendental loving
attitude for Krsna, and as soon as you
begin to love Krsna, all your troubles will
be eradicated and you will feel complete
satisfaction.

Thank you very much. Are there any
questions?

Question: When we engage the material
energy in the service of Krsna, what hap-
pens to it? Does it become spiritualized?
Srila Prabhupada: When a copper wire is
in touch with electricity, it is no longer
copper: it is electricity. Similarly, when
you apply your energy to the service of
Krsna, it is no longer material energy: itis
spiritual energy. So as soon as you engage
yourself in the service of Krsna, you be-
come free from the dictates of the material
energy. Krsna states that in the Bhagavad-
gita [14.26):

marn ca yo 'vyabhicarena
bhakti-yogena sevate

sa gunan samatityaitan
brahma-bhiyaya kalpate

“Anyone who seriously engages in My ser-
vice immediately becomes transcendental
to the material qualities and comes to the
platform of Brahman, or spirit.”

So, when you apply your energy in the
service of Krsna, do not think that it re-
mains material. Everything used in
Krsna’s service is spiritual. For example,
each day we distribute fruit prasadam
[fruit that has been offered to Krsna].
Now, one may ask, “Why is this fruit

(continued on page 13)




A Spiritual Challenge
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Nesc1ence News and Our Retort

American media try to cover the quest for spiritual understanding.

by SRILA HRIDAYANANDA DASA GOSWAMI

When ecstatic devotees of Lord Krsna
dancing on the sidewalks of New
York danced onto the cover of the July 5
U.S. News & World Report, the head-
line warned, “America’s Cults— Gaining
Ground Again.”

Of course, journalists don’t expect
people to know much about spiritual sci-
ence. And any attempt to explain things in
depth, they must figure, would leave most
people behind.

So they just trot out that old pejorative
cult and treat readers to a blow-by-blow of
how various religious “cults” try to get
along peacefully with their neighbors.

In keeping with all this, U.S. News sails
right past the philosophy of the Hare
Krsna movement and focuses on “a fragile
truce” between the members of the move-
ment’s New Vrindaban community in
West Virginia and Sheriff Robert Light-
ner, who doesn’t like people to shave their
heads and wear long robes. “When the
founding fathers wrote about freedom of
religion,” he says, “they didn’t have
people like these in mind.”

By now we’ve come to expect such trivia
when great national news magazines like
U.S. News cover spiritual topics. Ex-
ample: U.S. News tells us that the fol-
lowers of the Rev. Sun Myung Moon are
grossing millions of dollars through their
seafood business. And the important thing
here is the money. Forget that slaughter-
ing millions of innocent creatures—
fish— may not be a very spiritual act, nor
a symptom of saintly behavior. Overlook
the hypocritical spectacle of a so-called
messiah organizing an industry for whole-
sale killing. What matters to the writers of
U.S. News is the profit turned over. Such
are the issues of the day.

And superficiality is by no means re-
stricted to journalists. America’s lead-
ers—whether in the media, politics,
economics, psychology, sociology, educa-
tion—are virtually all ignorant of God
and His laws. Even religious leaders just
can’t seem to muster a scientific under-
standing of God: witness the recent at-
tempts of Christian “scientific creationists™
to impose their medieval religious views
on the Arkansas public school system.

Krsna consciousness, however. does
present scientific information about God,
information gleaned from a vast Vedic
literary tradition covering five thousand
years of scriptural revelation.

Unfortunately, most people are not in-
terested in this information. They are
satisfied with trying to save their own
necks through their salvation-obsessed
mainstream religions or to fashionably re-
main members of a spiritually impotent
community church or synagogue.

The “American way” has become to
enjoy life and forget God. If we do think
about God, it is often simply to relegate
Him to the post of order supplier. Yet con-
trary to the megalomaniacal fantasies of
the human race, God is not a mystical ap-
pendage to human prosperity. God is not
a humanist, and we are not the center of
the universe. God is the center. He is the
supreme enjoyer, the controller of all that
be. The human being’s natural occupation
is to serve Him. And to serve Him means
to carry out His will, which is not always
identical with sentimental humanism.

Modern men, however, foolishly try to
invoke God’s mercy upon their material,
bodily ambitions. When “religious” people
speak of the kingdom of God, they gener-
ally describe an earthly kingdom extend-

ed into the hereafter. Few people seem
interested in recognizing their true exis-
tential relation with God as His eternal
loving servants. Despite outward protes-
tations of faith in God, most of us live a life
of materialism.

As sincere Americans face the all-
devouring spiritual vacuum called modern
society. it is no wonder they seek relief.
Those who join Krsna consciousness are
fortunate to find a bona fide spiritual shel-
ter in an authorized science of God.

Broadsides from the opponents of
Krsna consciousness and claims to spiri-
tual validity from the imitators of Krsna
consciousness do not change the fact that
Krsna consciousness is a bona fide sci-
ence of God realization. Just as nothing
else is a Volkswagen, nothing else is Krsna
consciousness.

If the journalists for U.S. News had
examined the spiritual substance of the
Krsna consciousness movement, they
might have learned something worth get-
ting across to their millions of readers. In-
stead, they merely contributed to the
spiritual sterility of American life by thin
coverage of people’s search for spiritual
understanding.

Spiritual understanding is life’s deepest
need. And many religious movements to-
day have come forward to cater to that
need. But when leading American maga-
zines merely peer at the outside packaging
without trying to understand the spiritual
substance inside (or the lack of it), these
magazines unwittingly weaken our sense
of spiritual discrimination, thus nurturing
the problem for which they want to sound
the alarm: the growth of so-called reli-
gious movements founded on speculation,
whim, concoction, and fraud. o]
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HARE KRSNA

A Spiritual Force at the Antinuclear Rally

Report from New York

S ome were there to drink or get high,
find a girl or bring their own, and have
a good time. Others had some political or
social view to push—the Socialist Labor
Party or what have you. And still others,
the majority I suppose, came to ex-
press— well, in a word, fear. Fear that
thermonuclear weapons might blow the
world, or a big part of it—or at least their
part of it—to pieces. Hot pieces.

As one sign had it, a sign a child was
holding in her hand, “I don’t want to be
melted.”

These people know what a nuclear
bomb can do. And if you're not up on the

In New York City’s Central Park,
demonstrators against the niuclear
arms race stop to listen to the
transcendental sound of the Hare
Krsna mantra.

#

Report from Bonn

On a warm, clear day last June, Ronald
Reagan came to Bonn. So did at
least 300,000 peace demonstrators. And
so did twenty-five members of the Hare
Krsna movement. Each— Reagan, the
peace marchers, and the devotees of
Krsna—presented a program for
demilitarization and for reducing world
tensions.

President Reagan told the German fed-
eral parliament that his program for a
massive buildup of U.S. military strength
was a sure sign of American determina-
tion to live up to its commitment of pro-
tecting its allies. “You are not alone,” he
reassured the German people. Then, after
brandishing the big stick, the President
spoke softly, repeating his proposals for
eliminating intermediate-range nuclear
weapons in Europe and reducing strategic
nuclear arms.

Reagan also introduced a new peace
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plan by suggesting that NATO and the
Warsaw Pact nations mutually cut back
their conventional forces. Referring to the
demonstrators, he said, “To those who
march for peace, my heart is with you. 1
would be at the head of your parade if I be-
lieved marching alone could bring about a
more secure world. . . . The question is
how to proceed.” The President’s speech
was interrupted twenty-one times by
applause.

The peace marchers did what peace
marchers do everywhere: They paraded
with signs and banners, sang songs and
chanted slogans, and listened to im-
passioned speeches by antinuke leaders.
Joseph Beuys, Germany’s top modern art-
ist and sculptor, entertained the crowd
with an ironic song of his own composi-
tion: “Sonnenschein Statt Reagan” (*Sun-
shine Instead of Reagan”—a play upon
the German word regen, which means
“rain’).

Bult there were problems amid all the
idealism. The Bonn demonstration was

organized by an uneasy alliance of the
German Communist Party (DKP) and the
Greens, a coalition of young and politi-
cally aware environmentalists who define
their ideology as an alternative to both
capitalism and communism, At one point
during the planning stages the Greens
pulled out, accusing the DKP of ma-
nipulating the event for Moscow’s in-
terests. They grudgingly attended the
demonstration anyway, but kept a low
profile. Peace groups sponsored by the
German Lutheran Church stayed home,
fearing that the demonstration would ap-
pear too anti-American. Peace groups
from Holland also stayed away, fearing
that the demonstration was too nationalis-
tic. Gerd Bastian, a former general in the
West German army who had retired from
his post as the commander of a panzer di-
vision to stump for peace, was on hand to
represent the peace-loving members of
the establishment. But radical hecklers
interrupted his speech. And another
speaker ruefully noted that too many
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“By chanting Hare Krsna, we were
moving toward an eternal, unconditional,
unassailable peace. And we were giving
those who heard us a way to move

toward that peace too.”

#

gruesome details, Physicians for Social
Responsibility, Ground Zero, and other
groups are working to make sure you get
the picture: The blast, The heat. The
winds, The shock waves. The fallout.
Your neighbors sick, bloody, and dead all
around you. Your family —

And finally you yourself, annihilated.

Or worse than annihilated. (Under
what specific circumstances—at what
threshold of pain and torture—would you
prefer to be put out of your misery?)

So people are concerned —scared—
about what might happen. And they want
to do something about it.

And the idea of a cause we all can agree
on—a whole park full of us, not only Joan
Baez or Dr. Spock but even Mayor Koch,
even the 4,000 cops keeping order, even
The New York Times and CBS—well, it’s
heartening,.

A mellow afternoon of human beings
coming together in the park to call for re-
straint, for sanity, for human brother-
hood, for peace. As you see all those

people out there with you, as you listen to
the songs and speeches, as that lump
comes to your throat and that feeling of
hope floods your heart, you know, you
just know, things can change.

Or can they?

We sat a little apart from the demon-
stration, outside the main center of action.
On alawn by a park drive, near the obelisk
behind the Metropolitan Museum of Art,
our group sat in the sun, on a bright blue
cloth, chanting Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rdma Rama, Hare Hare.

That Hare Krsna vibration, we knew,
was eternal. And for that matter, what
was happening at the peace march was
also eternal. People would always come
together to search for peace, to cry out
against war and destruction, to stand up
and be counted for the sacredness of
human life.

And their efforts would always fail. The
arrows would always be released, the mus-
kets shot, the missiles launched, the bombs

exploded.

The way we saw it, neither the war-
makers nor the peacemakers had the
answer,

The warmakers: security through
strength. You know just what that
means— bigger, faster, more horrible
weapons. And no way are we going to
make them and not use them. They have a
life of their own. You can’t build those
missiles and just keep them in their silos,
any more than you can own a dog and
keep it from voiding its bladder.

And the peacemakers: Their hearts are
in the right place. But the Russians are
poised for war, folks, Whatever the
rhetoric, whatever the gestures, the nu-
clear Ivan the Terrible would like nothing
better than to blow Manhattan Island to
smithereens— Central Park and all.

The trouble is: The Russians have all
sorts of people—sweet and nasty,
peaceloving and warloving, sensitive and
brutish—and so do we. The Russians are
tightly bound by their karma, and so are

people had come just to enjoy the
sunny day.

Meanwhile the highly visible Krsna
devotees chanted the Hare Krsna mantra
constantly during the eight-hour dem-
onstration (to the dismay of some speak-
ers) and distributed delicious sanctified
cookies to at least 30,000 people (to the
delight of all). They also distributed
20,000 copies of a leaflet entitled The
Peace Formula, outlining a program for
spiritual peace on earth through Krsna
consciousness.

Now let's look at the programs pre-
sented by President Reagan, the

“Hare Krsna Sings for Peace”
amid a crowd of marchers in Bonn
during President Reagan’s visit.
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“We are seeking peace in this
human life because as spiritual entities
we hanker for the eternal peace of Krsna’s
own spiritual kingdom, where everyone
centers his love and his energy on God.”

we. The Russians don’t know who they
are, and neither do we. The Russians have
forgotten Krsna, and so have we.

We're not Russians or Americans.
We're eternal spiritual beings, all of us,
And none of us have any business staying
in this material world.

This material world is designed by na-
ture to be a miserable place, a place of
fear, suffering, and death. Do you really
think that marching on the UN or Central
Park will change that?

Whether you're obliterated by nuclear
weapons, by conventional weapons, or by
the weapons in nature’s own arsenal,
every man, woman, and child on earth is
going to die, no matter what we do.

The only question is whether we're
going to die like human beings or die like
dogs.

All right, we're all going to die like
dogs—death is death. But at least we
shouldn’t live like dogs.

Dogs live without self-realization.
They just eat, sleep, have sex, and fight

demonstrators, and the devotees of
Krsna.

President Reagan'’s speech, for all its
charm and enthusiasm, was contradictory,
in keeping with the Alice-in-Wonderland
logic of the arms race itself. It called to
mind that favorite cliché of the Vietnam
War: “To save the village we must destroy
it.” To preserve the peace we must build
more weapons—and talk about disarma-
ment. The Russians have already prom-
ised the world that if America boosts its
military might, they will follow suit, mis-
sile for missile, bomb for bomb. And
as both sides increase their already
astronomical capacity for overkill, they

At the rally in Bonn,
demonstrators get a portion of
prasadam (“Krsna's mercy”)
in the form of delicious
sanctified food.
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over which dog gets which bone, which
territory, which bitch,

And the nuclear arms race is just
another sign that men, those most noble of
all creatures, are busy barking and clawing
to be top dogs, scrambling for their own
comfort, their own pleasure, their own
human counterparts of bones and
bitches.

Dogs want peace too. They want to
chew their bones and raise their puppies in
peace.

But by chanting Hare Krsna, we were
moving toward a peace beyond all this, an
eternal, unconditional, unassailable peace.
And we were giving those who heard us a
way to move toward that peace too.

It was the peace that comes when we
free ourselves from thinking that we are
whatever our minds and bodies make us,
that whatever we can grab and hold on to
is ours, and that the hands that must bal-
ance the fate of the earth are ultimately
our own,

It was the peace that comes when we

look inside ourselves—inside our bodies,
inside our minds—and find a still higher
self, a self that can’t be melted, burned,
gassed, bayonetted, or blasted apart, a
self that lives forever, come what may.

It was the peace that comes when we see
that the stuff we call our own—our
homes, our nations, our families, our
skins—all arrive on loan from time's prop
department and get sent back Federal
Express after each scene is over.

It was the peace that comes when we see
that the fate of the earth is resting in the
transcendental hands of Krsna. The Krsna
conscious person sees Krsna's hands
everywhere, and holds on to those hands
in love. Those who ignore Krsna take their
fate into their own hands—and come out
empty-handed.

Sometime early in the afternoon, our
group had gone chanting into the center of
the crowds. While we were there, a press
photographer in blue jeans clicked off a
shot of us chanting behind a little girl who
held a hand-lettered cardboard sign:

RS S R T SR ).




AMOGHA DASA

talk about reducing it.

As for the peace demonstrators, they
clearly showed the flawed premise under-
lying their materialistic idealism: “We are
our bodies, so let’s save them.” As soon as
we define our existence in physical terms,
we become entangled in all sorts of
dualities: heat and cold, happiness and
distress, love and hate, birth and death.
The Bonn peace march was beset with a
myriad of dualities: Communists versus
environmentalists, liberals versus radi-
cals, Germans versus Dutch, young versus
old, the serious versus the whimsical —all
hoping for peace versus war in an exis-
tence of life versus death.

Dualities of pleasure and pain, birth
and death, peace and war are insur-
mountable on the bodily platform. There-
fore, if we want real peace we must rise
above the bodily platform and understand
ourselves to be spiritual beings, unchang-
ing and indestructible.

We are not our bodies; we are eternal
spiritual souls living in temporary con-

glomerations of matter called bodies, This
was the message of the Hare Krsna devo-
tees on that fine June day in Bonn. We are
seeking peace in this human life only be-
cause as spiritual entities we hanker for
that half-remembered “peace of God,
which passeth all understanding.” This is
the eternal peace of Lord Krsna’s own
spiritual kingdom, where everyone cen-
ters his love and his energy on God, In
God’s kingdom there are no dualities, no
pain, no death, no war—only perfect
harmony.

This harmony and perfect peace are
available even in this material world, once
we reject the petty distinctions between
nations, races, and ideologies (all of which
stem from our misidentification with the
body) and accept our true oneness as
spiritual souls, servants of the Supreme
Soul, Krsna.

Now we are experiencing the duality of
matter and spirit because we are out of
harmony with Krsna’s desire. We have
forgotten Him by misusing our free will.

—

At the rally in New York, a
demonstrator finds out what the
Vedic sages say we ought ro do to
find peace.

SURVIVE.

I'm not sure what irony the photog-
rapher saw in this, but we saw a meaning
of our own,

In one sense, no one in the park would
survive, Sooner or later, war or no war,
nuclear-bombed or not, every one of us
would die.

And in another sense—spiritually —all
of us would survive forever.

But those who thought of life as the life
of the body— who wanted to live on in this
material world, grab what they could,
hold on to what they had, and enjoy it—
would survive only in a perpetual cycle of
birth and death.

And those who lived to love Krsina
would survive in freedom.

—Jayadvaita Swami

In this Age of Quarrel, we can reestablish
our relationship with Him by the simple,
sublime process of chanting Hare Krsna
and accepting the Lord’s mercy in the
form of prasadam, vegetarian food of-
fered to the Lord in love. By centering our
lives on Krsna instead of on the struggle to
preserve the ever-dying fleshy covering of
the soul, we can experience peace by His
grace, even in this material world.

Those who argue that Krsna conscious-
ness is too simple and naive to solve the
complex problems of the world are them-
selves too complex—they're unwilling fo
let go of the dualities that bind them. The
struggle against the death of the body is
hopeless. But hope for peace matures into
realization as soon as we take a step in the
right direction—away from material du-
ality and toward spiritual reality.

The Krsna consciousness movement is
itself the testing ground of this principle,
and the proof of the principle is available
for anyone to experience.

—Suhotra dasa
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“THE

DREAM
SONGS”
& KRSNA

SONG

The shattered life of an American poet

impels a young man to search

for a way to make his own life whole.

by TATTVA-VIT DASA

he poet John Berryman was my teach-

er at the University of Minnesota the
year he jumped from a bridge over the
Mississippi and killed himself at the age of
fifty-seven. In some respects, his suicide
puzzled me. He'd won the Pulitzer Prize
and the National Book Award for his long
poem The Dream Songs, and he appeared
to enjoy his fame and money. We admired
our intense Professor Berryman, who
would sit, always well dressed, at the head
of our seminar table in Ford Hall, chain-
smoking Pall Malls while he lectured with
candor and erudition on the American
character. But his personal life was a mess.
He'd been through adultery, alcoholism,
and two divorces, and for all his achieve-
ments he considered his life misspent.

I felt shocked by Berryman's suicide,
the climax of his abandonment to self-
destructive impulses. Along with his var-
ious vices, he cultivated a sensibility of
insolence toward God, to which he freely
admitted in his final poems:

I'm nota good man, I won'teverbe, . . .
his great commands
have reached me here—to love
my eneny
as [ love me—which is guite out of
the question!
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and worse still, to love You with my
whole mind—

It surprised me that poetry, scholarship,
and literary acclaim hadn’t made Berry-
man feel his life was significant. He re-
jected his unfortunate life on an overcast
January day, and his smashed body was
recovered near the west bank of the icy
river.

I wondered if I would end up like him.
Both of us were lapsed Catholics, both im-
mersed in academic pursuits. I was plan-
ning a scholarly career, and Berryman had
generously supported my application to
graduate school. Now, with his suicide, I
had second thoughts.

I belonged to an anti-establishment gen-
eration whose quest for peace and plea-
sure in a youthful counterculture failed as
sex, drugs, and alcohol obliterated our
ideals. I came to my senses about the time
that billboards appeared in Minnesota in-
forming everyone that venereal disease
was at an all-time high. Then Minnesota
legalized abortion.

My reaction to Berryman'’s death, and
to the social chaos I saw around me, was to
look inward. I decided that if I wanted to
become wise and truly human, I needed to
take up some form of spiritual life. So 1




gave up my plans for graduate school and
started searching,.

1 examined The Dream Songs for a
sense of direction. Despite the dreary bit-
terness in which Berryman'’s life ended, I
knew that his conscience had been unap-
peasable. Some of his poems agonize over
the modern American delusion that we've
achieved civilization as we try to become
happy in a world in which God seems ab-
sent, Berryman saw appetites gone wild,
people without any sense of higher pur-
pose, and an amoral society unwilling to
foresee the results of its own nasty be-
havior. Berryman saw America headed
for a dead end, exemplified by racial con-
flict and the Vietnam War:

So now we see where we are, which
is all-over

we're nowhere, son, and suffering
we know it,

rapt in delusion, . . .

Berryman had searched for the mean-
ing of life in art. He wrote, “All the way
through my work is a tendency to regard
the individual soul under stress. ...l
don’t know what the issue is, or howitisto
be resolved—the issue of our common
human life, . . . but I do think that one
way to approach it, by the means of
art, . . . is by investigating the individual
human soul.”

But his art, “coming out of Homer and
Virgil and down through Yeats and Eliot,”
proved of little use to him, He’d lost faith
in the spiritual order of the universe. “My
father’s suicide when 1 was twelve/ blew
out my most bright candle faith, and look
at me.”

My own inherited faith resurfaced,
however, and I began to broaden my spiri-
tual search by turning back to Catholicism.
I considered entering the priesthood. A
matronly librarian named Mrs, Peterson,

'd taught me French in high school,
advised that if I were going to become a
priest I'd better be a good one. We both
knew that some priests married or had
drinking problems. I even knew of mini-
skirted nuns who were developing the
knack for social drinking. Mrs. Peterson’s
warning struck home. [ deeply dreaded
being a pseudo-renunciant—one who en-
ters the priesthood and then commits
abominations.

Moreover, I had no faith that Catholi-
cism could give me the strength to lead a
good life. In Catholicism you go toa priest
to confess your sins and you do your pen-
ance, but then you go out and commit the
same sins again—only to return for another
confession. From practical experience I
knew that repeated sinning and atonement
hadn’t purified my heart of sinful desires.
The new goodne fter a certain point,
had no longer canceled the previous evil,
and eventually I'd given up the charade
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of atonement entirely.

Berryman had had his own peculiar
style of atonement. I was in the Newman
Center bookstore one evening and pur-
chased a copy of his Sonnets, a book about
adultery that raises the question of “wheth-
er wickedness was soluble in art.” Berry-
man thought so, and he apparently tried to
counteract his immorality with artistic
merit. But that didn’t make his life more
tolerable: “At fifty-five half-famous &
effective, I still feel rotten about myself.”

Having found both Berryman and
Catholicism lacking, I now turned to the
philosophies of the East, I'd studied Asian
religions ever since leaving the Church,
and now I delved into a serious investiga-
tion of yoga. I learned that yoga aims at
controlling the sensual urges and liberat-
ing the spiritual soul from repeated ma-
terial lives beset by the miseries of birth,
old age, disease, and death.

Eventually I found that 1 had some
things in common with the Hare Krsna
devotees, who arrived one day on campus
distributing free food and literature. They
were practicing bhakti-yoga, they said, the
yoga of linking with God through devo-
tional service, and they demonstrated an
admirable freedom from materialism.
They didn’t eat meat, fish, or eggs, and
they refrained from intoxicants, including
even coffee, tea, and cigarettes. They didn’t
gamble or have free sex. They lived the
Vedic principle that the purpose of life is
to surrender to God and realize our eter-
nal relationship with Him. Here, it seemed,
was a practical form of spiritual life that
really could purify the heart. I started dis-
cussing the Krsna conscious philosophy
with the devotees and reading Bhagavad-
gita As It Is, by His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupida.

Bhagavad-gita means “the Song of
God.” It’s Krsna’s song— God’s own in-
structions on the science of self-realization.
From reading Bhagavad-gita and talking
to the Hare Krsna devotees, I soon learned
the basics of bhakti-yoga. 1 learned that
the name Krsna means “all-attractive™ and
tells us that God possesses in full all the at-
tractive qualities we have in minute de-
gree: beauty, knowledge, strength, wealth,
fame, and renunciation. By definition, no
one's qualities equal or excel Krsna’s, for
no one is equal to or greater than God.

I found the personal conception of God
taught in Krsna consciousness to be a
revelation. Up till then I'd more or less ac-
cepted the idea of God taught by Catho-
lics, who understand that He is omnipotent,
omniscient, and omnipresent but that’s
about all. Their understanding of God
comes down to something abstract. For
them, God has no concretely personal
qualities: He’s a formless being. There-
fore, Catholics have no conception of en-
gaging their senses in satisfying the senses of
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the Supreme Lord. Of course, priests and
nuns renounce the satisfaction of their own
senses (at least ostensibly) for “the greater
glory of God,” but Catholic laymen, like
everyone else, want to satisfy their senses,
and they pray to God to fulfill their desires.

Studying with the Hare Krsna devotees,
I found it easy to see that because we are
all people with forms, God must also be a
person with form. But not a perishable,
material form like ours. In other words,
God has an eternal, spiritual body with
eternal, spiritual senses. Unfortunately, be-
cause we are frustrated with our temporary,
limited, troublesome bodies, we think that
for God to be eternal, unlimited, and free
from misery He must be formless. But

i

Tattva-vit dasa

Krsna proclaims in the Bhagavad-gita that
while He has a form, that form is funda-
mentally different from ours. While our
body is painfully mortal and full of igno-
rance and misery, Krsna’s is eternal, full
of infinite knowledge and bliss.

Srila Prabhupada states in his commen-
tary on Bhagavad-gita that we shouldn’t
expect Krsna to satisfy our senses but
should try to satisfy His. Then we will au-
tomatically feel satisfied. Since Krsna is
the root of all existence, the Soul of our
souls, satisfying Him through loving devo-
tional service brings a spiritual satisfac-
tion—a true self-satisfaction—far more
complete than the flickering satisfaction
of the physical senses. Thus a devotee of
Krsna neither renounces sense activity nor
tries to enjoy sense pleasure. Rather, he
uses his senses to serve Krsna and thus
achieves transcendental bliss and detach-
ment from matter. In the Bhagavad-gita
(5.21) Krsna describes the perfection of
devotional yoga: “A liberated person is
not attracted to material sense pleasure,
but is always in transcendental conscious-

ness, enjoying the pleasure within. In this
way the self-realized person enjoys unlim-
ited happiness, for he concentrates on
the Supreme.”

The Catholic doctrine offered an abstract
idea of a formless God and no way to
transcend material desires, because a God
without form, without a concrete person-
ality, is not an object of the senses. If we
can’t learn what will please God’s senses
and engage in His service accordingly,
then we'll simply use our senses materially.

But our constitutional need as spiritual
souls, part and parcel of God, is to have a
personal loving relationship with Him. Al-
though now we don’t know it, our deepest
desire is to engage in loving pastimes with
Krsna, because we're eternally related to
Him as devoted servants. So if we are to
find spiritual satisfaction in our present
materially embodied state, our constitu-
tional need to love Krsna must be expres-
sible through our sense activities here and
now, in the material sphere. Learning to
love Krsna by engaging our senses in prac-
tical devotional service to God is what
Krsna consciousness, bhakti-yoga, is all
about.

If our constitutional need to love Krsna
is misdirected, then no matter how hard
we try to enjoy a life centered on family
and friends, career and fame, race and na-
tion, or even a stunted conception of God,
we're on a self-destructive course. That's a
lesson [ learned in part from John Berry-
man and The Dream Songs:

Hunger was constitutional with him,

women, cigarettes, liqguor, need,
need, need,

until he went to pieces.

Berryman'’s artistic efforts and search for
truth yielded no ultimate answers. “I have
no idea whether we live again./ It doesn’t
seem likely . . . If I say Thy name, art thou
there? It may be so.” Here was a man
confessing his ignorance of God.

Srila Prabhupéda, however, was a fully
self-realized soul. Through his Bhagavad-
gita As It Is he convinced me to try to realize
my self by practicing bhakti-yoga, begin-
ning with the chanting of the holy names
of God: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Riama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. Chant-
ing these names, the Vedas declare, is the
most effective method of self-realization
in the present degraded age.

The Dream Songs reveals a desperate
man, a poor soul plagued by the ills of lust
and mortality. I feel deeply grateful that I
met another teacher, His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
who was unaffected by those ills and who
offered me the invaluable cure for them in
the form of Krsna's song. Now, at last, I
feel I'm waking up from the nightmare
that consumed Professor Berryman. g




The Choice Is Yours

(continued from page 4)

different from ordinary fruit? It has been
purchased at the market like any other
fruit. We also eat fruit at home. What is
the difference?” No. Because we offer the
fruit to Krsna, it immediately becomes
spiritual. The result? Just go on eating
krsna-prasadam, and you will see how you
are making progress in Krsna consciousness.

Here is another example. If you drink a

large quantity of milk, there may be some
disorder in your bowels. If you go to a
physician (at least if you go to an Ayur-
vedic physician), he’ll offer you a medical
preparation made with yogurt. And that
yogurt with a little medicine in it will cure
you. Now, yogurtis nothing but milk trans-
formed. So, your disease was caused by
milk, and it is also cured by milk. How 1s
that? Because you are taking the medicine
under the direction of a qualified physi-
cian. Similarly, if you engage the material
energy in the service of Krsna under the di-
rection of a bona fide spiritual master, that
same material energy which has been the
cause of your bondage will bring you to the
transcendental stage beyond all misery.
Question: How can you make everything
so simple to understand?
Srila Prabhupada: Because the whole phi-
losophy is so simple. God is great. You are
not great. Don’t claim that you are God.
Don’t claim that there isno God. Godisin-
finite, and you are infinitesimal. Then
what is your position? You have to serve
God, Krsna, This is simple truth. The re-
bellious attitude against God is maya, illu-
sion. Anyone who is declaring that he is
God, that you are God, that there is no
God, that God is dead—he is under the
spell of maya.

When a man is haunted by a ghost, he
speaks all kinds of nonsense. Similarly,
when a person is haunted by maya, he says,
“God is dead. I am God. Why are you
searching for God? There are so many
Gods loitering in the street.” People who
speak like this are all ghostly haunted,
deranged.

So you have to cure them by vibrating
the transcendental sound of the Hare
Krsna mantra. This is the cure. Simply let
them hear, and gradually they will be
cured. When a man is sleeping very
soundly, you can cry out beside his ear and
he’ll awaken. So the Hare Krsna mantra
can awaken the sleeping human society.
The Vedas say, uttisthata jagrata prapya
varan nibodhata: “O human being, please
getup! Don’t sleep any more. You have the
opportunity of a human body. Utilize it.
Get yourself out of the clutches of maya.”
This is the declaration of the Vedas. So
continue to chant Hare Krsna. Awaken
your countrymen from illusion, and help
them get relief from their miseries.  &&

THE YOGA DICTIONARY

The Sanskrit language is rich in words to communicare ideas about spiritual life, yoga, and
God realization. This dictionary, appearing by installments in BACK T0 GODHEAD, focuses
upon the most important of these words (and, occasionally, upon relevant English terms) and
explains what they mean. (For a guide to proper pronunciation, please see page 1.)

Caittya-guru—the Su-
preme Lord acting as the
spiritual master within one’s
own heart. As Lord Krsna

says in Bhagavad-gita, He is seated
within the heart of every living being, and
it is by His grace that we can receive tran-
scendental knowledge (or materialistic
illusion, if that is what we desire).

When we sincerely search for self-
realization, or try to become Krsna con-
scious, Krsna acts from within our own
heart to help us. He does this by guiding
us in such a way that we come in touch
with His representative, His pure devo-
tee. By the mercy of Krsna and the mercy
of the pure devotee, we get the seed of
devotional service, which matures into a
plant that gives forth the fruit of love of
Godhead. The more we sincerely serve
Krsna according to the instructions of His
pure devotee, the more Krsna gives us
transcendental intelligence from within our
heart so that we can progress in spiritual
life and ultimately go back to Him.

Canakya Pandita—the brahmana
who acted as advisor and prime minister
to the Indian king Candragupta (c. 321
296 B.C.). Canakya is the author of the
well-known Canakya-slokas, a book of
moral aphorisms. Examples:

Dressed in fine cloth,
A fool can dazzle us from a distance —
Until he speaks.

If you want wisdom, give up sense
pleasure.

If you want sense pleasure, stop looking
for wisdom.

How can a hedonist acquire knowledge?

How can a seeker enjoy his senses?

What good is scripture
If you have no insight?
What good is a mirror
If you have no eyes?

Carvaka Muni—*“Beg, borrow, or
steal, but somehow get ghee [fine clarified
butter] so that you can eat well and enjoy.
Seek pleasure in this life, and don’t worry
about any karmic reactions you might
suffer in the next. There is no next life.
When you die, everything’s over. Your
body turns to ashes, and then you no
longer exist.” Such are the doctrines of
Carvaka, an ancient Indian teacher. Al-
most nothing is known of Carvaka him-

self, but his ideas live on, and materialists
everywhere will feel themselves right at
home with his philosophy.

Caste—To make a complex topic
simple: The teachings of Lord Krsna divide
human society into four divisions (or
“castes,” if you will), according to people’s
personal qualities and the work people
do. These divisions are the brahmanas
(the intelligentsia), the ksarriyas (the social
administrators and the military), the vais-
yas (farmers and tradesmen), and the
Stdras (ordinary workers).

Lord Krsna says that people work
these four ways all over the world, and
He tells how to organize society so that
these four kinds of people can work to-
gether harmoniously for both material
and spiritual progress.

Unless organized along these lines,
people will find themselves unemployed,
struggling with jobs they can’t handle, or
bored with jobs they can barely put up
with. People won't know what they
should do and what they shouldn’t. The
result: social turmoil.

So each person, according to his per-
sonal qualities, should have his own work
to do, and he should do it for the satisfac-
tion of God.

But there shouldn’t be hereditary bar-
riers to hold people back.

That's where Lord Krsna's social sys-
tem differs from the social system we find
in India today. The system of “caste by
birth” imposes false, material social
structures on Lord Krsna’s spiritual social
plan.

Caturmasya—The rainy season in
India lasts from about July through Octo-
ber, and this four-month period is called
Caturmasya. During this time, saintly per-
sons who wander from place to place stay
steadily in one place, and all of Krsna’s
devotees try to strengthen their spiritual
determination by giving up some of the
pleasures to which their senses are usu-
ally accustomed. Basically, the way they
do this is by eating more simply and by
fasting from certain kinds of food. In the
first month they fast from spinach, in the
second from yogurt, in the third from
milk, and in the fourth from wrad dal (a
kind of protein-rich bean). If you want to
become a devotee of Krsna, following
these simple austerities will help you
progress more quickly to your goal.
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

Modern Civilization: A Deluxe Edition of Animal Life

The following conversation between His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupdda and a life member of the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Consciousness
took place in August 1976 on an early-
morning walk in Hyderabad, India.

Member: What is your view on birth con-
trol by contraception?

Srila Prabhupada: That is the most sinful
activity. Birth control should be done by
restraining sex.

Member: That is one way.

Srila Prabhupada: That is the only way
approved in the §astra [scriptures]. All
other ways are sinful.

Member: But people are committing sin-
ful activities like contraception and abor-
tion. What will happen to them?

Srila Prabhupada: They will suffer. Those
who are killing children in the womb will
themselves be killed. They will enter into
a mother’s womb and be killed. They will
be punished, tit for tat. But that they do
not know.

These rascals have no education about
the laws of nature, They're acting very inde-
pendently, but Krsna says in the Bhagavad-
gita [3.27], ahankara-vimidhanma kartaham
iti manyate: Those who think they can act
independently of nature are vimiudhas,
rascals. They will be punished by the laws
of nature, just like a thief who defies the
laws of the government.

Member: What is the qualification of
someone fit to have children?

Srila Prabhupada: The husband and wife
should not have a child unless they can
take full responsibility for saving him from
the repetition of birth and death. This is the
sastric injunction—pita na sa syaj janani
na sa syat . . . namocayed yah samupeta-
mrtyum. In the material world everyone is
rotating in the cycle of birth and death,
transmigrating from one body to another
(tatha dehantara-praptih). And after many
millions of years, one gets the chance to
become a human being. Now, in this life,
one can stop birth and death. That is
Vedic culture—Ilearning how to conquer
the process of repeated birth and death
(punar-janma-jaya). But that is possible
only in human life, So the parents’ duty is
to train their children in such a way that
their present birth is their last. And that
training is Krsna consciousness.

Unfortunately, people are ignorant of
this science. So both parents and children
are staying in the cycle of birth and death
and wasting the opportunity of having a

human body. This is modern civilization.
People do not know this science; they are
kept in darkness. Their so-called educa-
tion is useless, because they do not learn
what the destination of life is (na re viduh
svartha-gatim hi visnum).

Practically speaking, there is no educa-

tion. The modern so-called education
teaches you how to eat nicely, how to sleep
nicely, how to have sex nicely, and how to
defend nicely. And that is the business of
the animals. They know how to eat, how to
sleep, how to have sex, and how to defend.
So the extra intelligence of the human
being is making a deluxe edition of eating,
sleeping, sex, and defense. The modern
civilization is a deluxe edition of animal
life. That’s all.
Member: But many people would insist
that the material progress of present-day
society makes life worthwhile.
Srila Prabhupada: What will you do with
your material progress at the time of
death? Suppose you have a big bank bal-
ance, a nice house, good friends. At any
moment death can come and kick you out.
What can you do? Mriyuh sarva-haras
caham: as death, Krsna will come one day
and take everything you have. Finished.
And He may make you a dog, Now bark.
How can you stop it? You have practiced
how to bark in the legislative assembly.
Now become a dog and go on barking—
yow, yow, yow! This is going on.

No one knows the purpose of life. As
Krsna says in the Bhagavad-gita, asatyam
apratistham te jagad ahur anisvaram.

People are claiming this world is false
(asatyam), there is no cause (apratistham),
there is no God (anisvaram). So the mod-
ern civilization denies God, yet it is still
trying to mitigate the miseries of life, But
Bhagavad-gita proposes that first of all
you should try to understand what your
real misery is. Do you know what the real
misery of your life is? What is the misery of
your life?

Member: The misery of life is to live with-
out divine knowledge.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. The real misery of
life is that while you are an eternal soul,
with no birth or death, you are suffering
repeated birth and death of the body, There-
fore birth and death are your real miseries
(janma-mrtyu-jara-vyadhi-duhkha-dosa-
nudarsanam). Thisis knowledge.

But people have no brain to understand
these things. Krsna clearly says, na jayate
mriyate va: “For the soul there is neither
birth nor death.” But the rascals never
think, “Why am I suffering birth? Why am
I dying?” Where is their education? They
are struggling to get free of misery, but
they don't know what their actual misery
is. They foolishly engage in the struggle for
existence and hope for the survival of the
fittest.

Member: The theory of the survival of the
fittest may be applicable in our case be-
cause fit means—

Srila Prabhupada: Fit means “not getting
another material body.” That is being fit,
because as soon as you get another material
body you must suffer. People are mad,
working day and night, but they are acting
adversely to their own interest. You al-
ready have a body that is causing you suf-
fering, and by your karma, your fruitive
work, you are creating another body. And
as soon as you get another material body,
you'll have to suffer, whether you become
a king or a dog.

People have no brain to solve this prob-
lem, although there is a solution. Tyaktva
deham punar janma nairi mam eti: Krsna
says in Bhagavad-gita that if you under-
stand Him in truth, you can get out of the
cycle of birth and death and go back to
Godhead—no more birth and death.

So you have become our life member. Try
to broadcast the philosophy of Bhagavad-
gita. That is the meaning of membership.
Everything is there in Bhagavad-gita. Thor-
oughly study Bhagavad-gita As It Is. Under-
stand the philosophy of Krsna conscious-
ness, apply it in your own life, and try to
spread it among your friends. b
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Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

S‘rfmad—Bhdgava tam is the **‘cream of the Vedic literatures’’ of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The origi-
nal Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Second Canto: “The Cosmic Manifestation”

CHAPTER NINE

Answers by Citing
the Lord’s Version

As our serialized presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam continues, Lord
Brahmad begins creating the universe. His first act is to impart the Srimad-
Bhégavatam to his son and disciple Narada, who in turn imparts it to his
disciple Vyasadeva, the compiler of the Vedas.

TEXT 39

wratatzaT A fifgarste: |
abarn fd @Edd @ o 130

antarhitendriyarthdya
haraye vihitanjalih

sarva-bhitamayo visvamn
sasarjedam sa pirvavat

antarhita—on the disappearance; indriya-arthdya—unto the Per-
sonality of Godhead, the objective of all senses; haraye—unto the Lord;
vihita-afjalih—in folded hands; sarva-bhita—all living entities;
mayah—full of; visvam—the universe; sasarja—created; idam—this;
sah—he (Brahmaji); piirva-vat—exactly like before.

TRANSLATION

On the disappearance of the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Hari, who is the object of transcendental enjoyment for the senses
of devotees, Brahma, with folded hands, began to re-create the
universe, full with living entities, as it was previously.

PURPORT

The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Hari, is the object for fulfilling
the senses of all living entities. Illusioned by the glaring reflection of the
external energy, the living entities worship the senses instead of engag-
ing them properly in fulfilling the desires of the Supreme.

In the Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya (13.2) there is the following verse:

aksnoh phalamh tvadrsa-darsanam hi
tanoh phalar tvadrsa-gdtra-sangah

jihva-phalarh tvadrsa-kirtanari hi
sudurlabha bhagavata hi loke

“0 devotee of the Lord, the purpose of the visual sense is fulfilled simply
by seeing you, and to touch your body is the fulfillment of bodily touch.
The tongue is meant for glorifying your qualities because in this world a
pure devotee of the Lord is very difficult to find.”

Originally the senses of the living entity were awarded for this pur-
pose, namely to engage them in the transcendental loving service of the

Lord or that of His devotees, but the conditioned souls, illusioned by the
material energy, became captivated by sense enjoyment. Therefore the
whole process of God consciousness is meant to rectify the conditional ac-
tivities of the senses and to re-engage them in the direct service of the
Lord. Lord Brahma thus engaged his senses in the Lord by re-creating
the conditioned living entities to act in the re-created universe. This ma-
terial universe is thus created and annihilated by the will of the Lord. It
is created to give the conditioned soul a chance to act to return home,
back to Godhead, and servants like Brahmaji, Naradaji, Vyasaji and their
company become busy with the same purpose of the Lord: to reclaim the
conditioned souls from the field of sense gratification and return them to
the normal stage of engaging the senses in service of the Lord. Instead of
doing so, i.e. converting the actions of the senses, the impersonalists
began to make the conditioned souls sense-less, and the Lord also sense-
less. That is improper treatment for the conditioned souls. The diseased
condition of the senses may be treated by curing the defect, but not
uprooting the senses altogether. When there is some disease in the eyes,
the eyes may be cured to see properly. Plucking out the eyes is no treat-
ment. Similarly, the whole material disease is based on the process of
sense gratification, and liberation from the diseased condition is re-
engagement of the senses to see the beauty of the Lord, hear His glories,
and act on His account. Thus Brahmaji created the universal activities
again.

TEXT 40

AT e 99 |
W, AT AR e (1321

prajdapatir dharma-patir
ekada niyaman yaman
bhadrarh prajandm anviechann
atisthat svartha-kamyaya

praja-patih—the forefather of all living entities; dharma-patih—the
father of religious life; ekadd—once upon a time; niyaman—rules and
regulations; yaman—principles of control; bhadram—welfare;
prajanam—of the living beings; anvicchan—desiring; dtisthat—situ-
ated; sva-artha—own interest; kdmyayd—so desiring,

TRANSLATION

Thus once upon a time the forefather of living entities and the
father of religiousness, Lord Brahma, situated himself in acts of
regulative principles, desiring self-interest for the welfare of all
living entities,

PURPORT

One cannot be situated in an exalted position without having under-
taken a regulative life of rules and regulations, An unrestricted life of
sense gratification is animal life, and Lord Brahm, in order to teach all
concerned within the jurisdiction of his generations, taught the same
principles of sense control for executing higher duties, He desired the
welfare of all as servants of God, and anyone desiring the welfare of the
members of his family and generations must conduet a moral, religious
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176 . Srimad-Bhagavatam

[Canto 2, Ch. 9

life. The highest life of moral prineiples is to become a devotee of the
Lord because a pure devotee of the Lord has all the good qualities of the
Lord. On the other hand, one who is not a devotee of the Lord, however
qualified he may be in the mundane sense of the term, cannot be
qualified with any good quality worthy of the name. The pure devotees of
the Lord, like Brahma and persons in the chain of disciplic succession, do
not do anything to instruct their subordinates without acting accordingly
themselves.

TEXT 41
d Mg fae feremmaea: |
T T AT T 7 |18el)

tamm ndradah priyatamo
rikthaddnam anuvratah

Susriisamanah silena
prasrayena damena ca

tam—unto him; ndradah—the great sage Narada; priyatamah—very
dear; riktha-ddanam—of the inheritor sons; anuvratah—very obe-
dient; fusriisamanah—always ready to serve; silena—hy good behavior;
prasrayena—by meekness; damena—by sense control; ca—also!

TRANSLATION

Narada, the most dear of the inheritor sons of Brahma, always
ready to serve his father, strictly follows the instructions of his
father by his mannerly behavior, meekness and sense control.

TEXT 42

wrrt AR Rreonmtaee s |
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mayam vividisan visnor
mayesasya maha-munih

maha-bhagavato rajan
pitaram paryatosayat

mayam—energies; vividisan—desiring to know; vispoh—of the Per-
sonality of Godhead; maya-iSasya—of the master of all energies; maha-
munih—the great sage; mahd-bhagavatah—the first-class devotee of
the Lord; rdjan—O King; pitaram—unto his father; paryatosayat—
very much pleased.

TRANSLATION

Nirada very much pleased his father and desired to know all
about the energies of Visnu, the master of all energies, for Narada
was the greatest of all sages and greatest of all devotees, O King,

PURPORT

Lord Brahmd, being the creator of all living beings in the universe, is
originally the father of several well-known sons, like Daksa, the catuh-
sanas, and Nérada, In three departments of human knowledge dissemi-
nated by the Vedas, namely fruitive work (karma-kanda), transcenden-
tal knowledge (jfidna-kanda), and devotional service (updsand-kanda),
Devarsi Narada inherited from his father Brahmi devotional service,
whereas Daksa inherited from his father fruitive work, and Sanaka,
Sanitana, etc., inherited from their father information about jadna-
kdnda, or transcendental knowledge. But out of them all, Narada is de-
scribed here as the most beloved son of Brahma hecause of good
behavior, obedience, meekness and readiness to render service unto the
father. And Narada is famous as the greatest of all sages because of his
being the greatest of all devotees. Narada is the spiritual master of many
famous devotees of the Lord. He is the spiritual master of Prahlada,
Dhruva and Vyasa, down to the forest animal hunter Kirdta. His only
business is to turn everyone to the transcendental loving service of the
Lord. Therefore all these features of Narada make him the dearmost son
of his father, and all this is due to Narada's being a first-class devotee of
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the Lord. The devotees are always anxious to know more and more about
the Supreme Lord, the master of all energies. As confirmed in the
Bhagavad-gita (10.9):

mae-ciftda mad-gata-prana
bodhayantah parasparam

kathayantas ca mam nityar
lusyanti ca ramanti ca

The Supreme Lord is unlimited, and His energies are also unlimited. No
one can know them completely. Brahmaji, being the greatest living entity
within this universe and being directly instructed by the Lord, must
know more than anyone within this universe, although such knowledge
may not be complete. Thus it is the duty of everyone to ask about the un-
limited Lord from the spiritual master in the disciplic succession of
Brahma, which descends from Narada to Vyasa, from Vyésa to Sukadeva
and so on.

TEXT 43
ge framen fiad ovwmt afEmey |
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tustarh nisamya pitaram
lokanam prapitamaham

devarsih paripapraccha
bhavan yan manuprcchati

tustam—satisfied; nisGmya—after seeing; pitaram—the father;
lokanagm—of the whole universe; prapitamaham—the great-
grandfather; devarsih—the great sage Narada; paripapraccha—
inquired; bhavan—yourself; yat—as it is; ma—from me; anuprechati
—mqutrm.g.

TRANSLATION

The great sage Nirada also inquired in detail from his father,
Brahma, the great-grandfather of all the universe, after seeing
him well satisfied.

PURPORT

The process of understanding spiritual or transcendental knowledge
from the realized person is not exactly like asking an ordinary question
from the schoolmaster. The schoolmasters in the modern days are paid
agents for giving some information, but the spiritual master is not a paid
agent. Nor can he impart instruction without being authorized. In the
Bhagavad-gita (4.34), the process of understanding transcendental
knowledge is directed as follows:

tad viddhi pranipdtena
pariprasnena sevaya

upadeksyanti te jiidnam
Jdninas tattva-darsinah

Arjuna was advised to receive transcendental knowledge from the
realized person by surrender, questions and service. Receiving transcen-
dental knowledge is not like exchanging dollars; such knowledge has to
be received by service to the spiritual master. As Brahmaji received the
knowledge directly from the Lord by satisfying Him fully, similarly one
has to receive the transcendental knowledge from the spiritual master by
satisfying him. The spiritual master’s satisfaction is the means of
assimilating transcendental knowledge. One cannot understand transcen-
dental knowledge simply by becoming a grammarian. The Vedas
declare (Svetasvatara Upanisad 6.23):

yasya deve pard bhaktir
yathd deve tatha gurau

tasyaite kathita hy arthah
prakasante mahatmanah

“Only unto one who has unflinching devotion to the Lord and to the
spiritual master does transcendental knowledge become automatically
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Answers by Citing the Lord’s Version 177

revealed.” Such relationship between the disciple and the spiritual
master is eternal. One who is now the disciple is the next spiritual
master, And one cannot be a bona fide and authorized spiritual master
unless one has been strictly obhedient to his spiritual master. Brahmaji, as
a disciple of the Supreme Lord, received the real knowledge and im-
parted it to his dear disciple Narada, and similarly Nérada, as spiritual
master, handed over this knowledge to Vyasa and so on. Therefore the
so-called formal spiritual master and disciple are not facsimiles of
Brahma and Narada or Narada and Vyasa. The relationship between
Brahma and Narada is reality, while the so-called formality is the rela-
tion between the cheater and cheated. It is clearly mentioned herewith

that Nirada is not only well behaved, meek and obedient, but also self-

controlled. One who is not self-controlled, specifically in sex life, can
become neither a disciple nor a spiritual master. One must have dis-
ciplinary training in controlling speaking, anger, the tongue, the mind,
the belly and the genitals. One who has controlled the particular senses
mentioned above is called a gosvami. Without becoming a gesvdimi one
can become neither a disciple nor a spiritual master. The so-called spiri-
tual master without sense control is certainly the cheater, and the disciple
of such a so-called spiritual master is the cheated.

One should not think of Brahmaji as a dead great-grandfather, as we
have experience on this planet. He is the oldest great-grandfather, and
he is still living, and Narada is also living, The age of the inhabitants of
the Brahmaloka planet is mentioned in the Bhagavad-gitd. The inhabi-
tants of this small planet earth can hardly calculate even the duration of
one day of Brahma.

TEXT 44
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tasma idarh bhagavatarm
puranam dasa-laksanam

proktam bhagavata praha
pritah putrdya bhiita-krt

tasmai—thereupon; idam—this; bhagavatam—the glories of the
Lord or the science of the Lord; puranam—Vedic supplement; dasa-
laksanam—ten characteristics; proktam—described; bhagavatd —by the
Personality of Godhead; praha—said; pritah—in satisfaction;
putraya—unto the son; bhiita-krt—the creator of the universe.

TRANSLATION

Thereupon the supplementary VYedic literature, Srimad-
Bhagavatam, which was described by the Personality of Godhead
and which contains ten characteristics, was told with satisfaction by
the father [Brahmi] to his son Narada.

PURPORT

Although the Srimad-Bhagavatam was spoken in four verses, it had
ten characteristics, which will be explained in the next chapter. In the
four verses it is first said that the Lord existed before the creation, and
thus the beginning of the Srimad-Bhagavatam includes the Vedanta
aphorism janmady asya. Janmady asya is the heginning, yet the four
verses in which it is said that the Lord is the root of everything that be,
beginning from the creation up to the supreme abode of the Lord,
naturally explain the ten characteristics. One should not misunderstand
by wrong interpretations that the Lord spoke only four verses and that
therefore all the rest of the 17,994 verses are useless. The ten charac-
teristics, as will be explained in the next chapter, require so many verses
just to explain them properly., Brahmaji had also advised Narada pre-
viously that he should expand the idea he had heard from Brahmaji. Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu instructed this to Srila Ripa Gosvimi in a
nutshell, but the disciple Ripa Gosvami expanded this very elaborately,
and the same subject was further expanded by Jiva Gosvami and even
further by Sri Visvanatha Cakravarti Thiakura, We are just trying to
follow in the footsteps of all these authorities. So Srimad-Bhdgavatam is

not like ordinary fietion or mundane literature. It is unlimited in
strength, and however one may expand it according to one's own ability,
Bhagavatam still cannot be finished by such expansion, Srimad-
Bhagavatam, being the sound representation of the Lord, is
simultaneously explained in four verses and in four billion verses all the
same, inasmuch as the Lord is smaller than the atom and bigger than the
unlimited sky. Such is the potency of Srimad-Bhagavatam,

TEXT 45
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naradah praha munaye
sarasvatyas tate nrpa

dhydyate brahma paramarn
vydsayamita-tejase

naradah—the great sage Narada; praha—instructed; munaye—unto
the great sage; sarasvatydh—of the River Sarasvati; tafe—on the bank;
nrpa—0 King; dhyayate—unto the meditative; brahma—Absolute
Truth; paramam—the Supreme; vydsdya—unto Srila Vyasadeva;
amita—unlimited; tejase—unto the powerful.

TRANSLATION

In succession, O King, the great sage Narada instructed Srimad-
Bhagavatam unto the unlimitedly powerful Vyasadeva, who medi-
tated in devotional service upon the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, the Absolute Truth, on the bank of the River Sarasvati,

PURPORT

In the Fifth Chapter of the First Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam,
Narada instructed the great sage Vyasadeva as follows:

atho maha-bhaga bhavan amogha-drk
Suci-sravah satya-rato dhrta-vratah

urukramasydkhila-bandha-muktaye
samddhindnusmara tad vicestitam

*0 greatly fortunate, pious philosopher, your name and fame are uni-
versal, and you are fixed in the Absolute Truth with spotless character
and infallible vision. I ask you to meditate upon the activities of the Per-
sonality of Godhead, whose activities are unparalleled.”

So in the disciplic succession of the Brahma-sampradaya, the practice
of yoga meditation is not neglected, But because the devotees are bhakti-
yogis, they do not undertake the trouble to meditate upon the impersonal
Brahman; as indicated here, they meditate on brahma paramam, or the
Supreme Brahman. Brahman realization begins from the impersonal
effulgence, but by further progress of such meditation, manifestation of
the Supreme Soul, Paramatmi realization, takes place. And progressing
further, realization of the Supreme Personality of Godhead is fixed, Sri
Niarada Muni, as the spiritual master of Vyasadeva, knew very well the
position of Vyasadeva, and thus he certified the qualities of Srila
Vyasadeva as fixed in the Absolute Truth with great vow, ete, Nirada ad-
vised meditation upon the transcendental activities of the Lord, Imper-
sonal Brahman has no activities, but the Personality of Godhead has
many activities, and all such activities are transcendental, without any
tinge of material quality. If the activities of the Supréme Brahman were
material activities, then Narada would not have advised Vyésadeva to
meditate upon them. And the param brahma is Lord Sri Kysna, as con-
firmed in the Bhagavad-gita. In the Tenth Chapter of the Bhagavad-
gitd, when Arjuna realized the factual position of Lord Krsna, he
addressed Lord Krsna in the following words:

parari brahma param dhama

pavitram paramam bhavan
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[Canto 2, Ch. 10, Text 2]

purusarh §asvatarh divyam
adi-devam ajari vibhum

dhus tvam rsayah sarve
devarsir naradas tathd

asito devalo vydsah
svayarm caiva bravisi me

Arjuna summarized the purpose of the Bhagavad-gita by his realization
of Lord Sri Krsna and thus said, *My dear Personality of Godhead, You
are the Supreme Absolute Truth, the Original Person in the eternal form
of bliss and knowledge, and this is confirmed by Narada, Asita, Devala
and Vyasadeva, and, above all, Your personal self has also confirmed it.”
(Bg. 10.12-13)

When Vyisadeva fixed his mind in meditation, he did it in bhahti-
yoga trance and actually saw the Supreme Person with mayd, the il-
lusory energy, in contraposition. As we have discussed before, the Lord’s
mayd, or illusion, is also a representation because maya has no existence
without the Lord. Darkness is not independent of light. Without light, no
one can experience the contraposition of darkness. However, this mayd,
or illusion, cannot oyercome the Supreme Personality of Godhead, but
stands apart from Him (apasrayam).

Therefore, perfection of meditation is realization of the Personality of
Godhead along with His transcendental activities. Meditation on the
impersonal Brahman is a troublesome business for the meditator, as
confirmed in the Bhagavad-gita (12.5): kleso 'dhikataras tesam avyak-
tasakta-cetasdm.

TEXT 46

TEAE TS A JREE, |
AETIEIE A Beea:  |18&I)

yad utdharh tvayd prsto
vairdjat purusad idam

yathasit tad upakhydste
prasndn anyams ca krisnasah

yat—what; uta—is, however; aham—I; tvayd—by you; prstah—I
am asked; vairdjat—from the universal form; purusdt—from the Per-
sonality of Godhead; idam—this world; yatha—as it; dsit—was; tat—
that; updkhydste—I shall explain; prasnan—all the questions; anyan—
others; ca—as well as; krisnasah—in great detail.

TRANSLATION

O King, your questions as to how the universe became
manifested from the gigantic form of the Personality of Godhead,
as well as other questions, I shall answer in detail by explanation of
the four verses already mentioned.

PURPORT

As stated in the beginning of the Sdmad—ﬂhdgamhm this great tran-
scendental literature is the ripened fruit of the tree of Vedic knowledge,
and therefore all questions that can be humanly possible regarding the
universal affairs, beginning from its creation, are all answered in the
Srimad-Bhagavatam. The answers depend only on the qualification of
the person who explains them. The ten divisions of Srimad-Bhagavatam,
as explained by the great speaker Srila Sukadeva Gosvami, are the
limitation of all questions, and intelligent persons will derive all intellec-
tual benefits from them by proper utilization.
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Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Second Canto, Ninth
Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled “Answers by Citing the
Lord’s Version."

CHAPTER TEN

Bhagavatam Is the Answer
to All Questions

TEXT 1
Sty 9917

o ol Rty W o |
TRFCTER e gieem ) g |

Sri-suka uvdca
atra sargo visargas ca
sthanam posanam itayah
manvantaresanukathd
nirodho muktir asrayah

§ri-sukah uvdca—Sri Sukadeva Gosvami said; atra—in this Srimad-
Bhagavatam; sargah—statement of the ‘creation of the universe;
visargah—statement of subcreation; ca—also; sthanam—the planetary
systems; posanam—protection; dtayah—the creative impetus;
manvantara—changes of Manus; #a-anukathah—the science of God;
nirodhah—going back home, back to Godhead; muktih—liberation;
dsrayah—the summum bonum.

TRANSLATION

Sri Sukadeva Gosvami said: In the Srimad-Bhagavatam there are
ten divisions of statements regarding the following: the creation
of the universe, subcreation, planetary systems, protection by the
Lord, the creative impetus, the change of Manus, the science of
God, returning home, back to Godhead, liberation, and the sum-

mum bonum,

TEXT 2
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dasamasya visuddhy-artharm
navanam tha laksanam

varnayanti mahatmanah
Srutendrthena cdrjasd

dasamasya—of the summum bonum; visuddhi—isolation; artham—
purpose; navdnim—of the other nine; itha—in this Srimad-
Bhagavatam; laksanam—symptoms; varnayanti—they describe;
mahd-atmanah—the great sages; Srutena—by Vedic evidences;
arthena—by direct explanation; ca—and; afijasa—summarily,

TRANSLATION

To isolate the transcendence of the summum bonum, the
symptoms of the rest are described sometimes by Vedic inference,
sometimes by direct explanation, and sometimes by summary ex-
planations given by the great sages.

(continued in next issue)



A look at the worldwide activities of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

NITYA-TRFTA-DEVI D0AS1

Marie Bradby, a former professional singer, emcees her own show at Radio Krishna Centrale.

Florence, Italy— Any time of the day or
night, 24 million people here and in sur-
rounding cities can tune in the Krsna
conscious news, music, philosophy, and
culture broadcast by Radio Krishna Cen-
trale, Italy’s first all-Krsna radio station.
Owned and operated by the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness, Radio
Krishna Centrale was conceived and de-
veloped by Krsna Caitanya dasa (formerly

Claudio Rocci), a nationally famous singer-
songwriter.

One of the most popular shows, Beati
Voi, fills the air waves for three hours every
afternoon. Krsna Caitanya plays cuts from
popular songs, movies, or TV shows and
then gives a Krsna conscious commentary.
Other regular features include a show for
children, a course on Vedic cooking, and
classes on the Bhagavad-gita.

Devotees Feed Thousands at Festival in Bengal

Panihati, West Bengal, India— Each year
just before spring begins, tens of thou-
sands of pilgrims flock to this village on
the Ganges to observe a festival called the
Cida-dadhi Mahotsava. This celebration,
commemorating a similar one five hun-
dred years ago, features a bath in the sacred
Ganges and the partaking of chipped-rice-
with-yogurt (cida-dadhi) that has been first
offered to Krsna.

This year the ISKCON devotees were at
the festival, distributing the chipped-rice-
with-yogurt free to thousands. The devo-
tees also erected a huge tent, where Srila
Jayapataka Swami, one of the spiritual
masters in the Hare Krsna movement, sang
Bengali songs glorifying Krsna and spoke
on Krsna consciousness by the hour.

More than two thousand pcople came

o [P | {2}
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A Bengali devotee eagerly receives chipped-
rice-with-yogurt from His Holiness Satadhanya
Swami.

forward to enroll in the movement’s Nama-
hatta program, thus joining thousands of
other Bengali villagers who have agreed to
chant the Hare Krsna mantra on beads
every day and follow basic devotional
principles.

Washington Monument Is
Site of Ratha-yatra Festival

Washington, D.C.—On August 21 the
Washington Monument, site of massive
peace and civil rights demonstrations in
the 60’s, became the site of the world’s
most famous religious celebration—
Ratha-yatra, the Festival of the Chariots.
Devotees from the Potomac, Maryland,
Hare Krsna center organized the event
with the help of others from centers
throughout the Northeast,

At noon, three colossal chariots bearing
the Deity forms of Lord Jagannitha, Lord
Balarama, and Srimati Subhadrd began
rolling down the Washington Mall amid a
sea of dancing devotees chanting the Hare
Krsna mantra. From the Capitol building
the parade went along the 1.2-mile route
to the spectacular festival grounds at the
Washington Monument.

Featured at the festival were world-
renowned Indian classical violinist L. Su-
bramaniam and rabla drum player Alla
Rakha, plus a full-course feast of vegeta-
rian food offered to Krsna and a broad
array of cultural displays: video shows,
fine art and sculptural exhibits, photo and
philosophy panels, and a special booth de-
dicated to the festival’'s theme—“World
Peace Through Krsna Consciousness.”

Holiday Inn Promotes Tour
Of Prabhupada’s Palace

New Vrindaban, West Virginia—The
Holiday Inn in nearby Wheeling is now
promoting a tour package that includes
admission to Prabhupada’s Palace of Gold,
the memorial the devotees here built for
the founder and spiritual guide of the
Hare Krsna movement. The package also
covers lunch at the newly opened Palace
restaurant.

West Virginia's officialdom has also rec-
ognized the Palace. The state’s Travel
Development Department recently an-
nounced that last year only four other at-
tractions in West Virginia drew more
visitors. And in a meeting with Maha-
buddhi dasa, the general manager of the
Palace, Governor John D. Rockefeller IV
said, “I have no doubt now of the tre-
mendous drawing power the Palace of
Gold has for tourism in West Virginia.”
The governor backed up his praise with a
pledge to push for much-needed repairs
on New Vrindaban’s main road.
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Lord Krsna’s Cuisine

The Last Word in Health Food

Far above the fray of contending nutritionists,
devotees simply eat food offered to Krsna—
and enjoy physical and spiritual health.

Text and photo by
VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

hile researching for this feature, I
consistently find that nutritionists
clash on all fronts:

“Cow’s milk is not suitable for human
consumption. . . . Milk causes constipa-
tion, biliousness, coated tongue, head-
ache. . . .”! “As a daily guide, adults
should take two or more glasses of fresh
LK

“Saturated fatty acids are not needed in
the diet at all.” “A rational fat consump-
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tion . . . balances saturated and unsatu-
rated fats. . . "

“The vitamins and minerals contained
in natural foods are much more usable
than those derived from other sources.”?
“The body cannot distinguish in any way
between a vitamin from a plant or animal
and the same vitamin from a laboratory.®

And on it goes. But for most of us it
really doesn’t matter that the experts dis-
agree, since we have only a hazy and hap-

hazard interest in the nutritional value of
the food we eat, anyway. Generally we eat
what we like to eat, we eat what we've al-
ways eaten, and we eat what's available
without too much trouble. And, provided
we're fairly healthy, we don’t concern our-
selves about it much more than that.

There’s a minority. however, that is
concerned—about pesticides and chemical
additives, about high calorie and choles-
terol counts, and about food industries
that create their products with high profit
margins in mind rather than health and
nutrition.

Devotees of Lord Krsna stand worlds
apart from both groups: those who choose
their food by habit, and the conscientious
health and diet fans. Srila Prabhupada
asks, “By whom are you being taught what
is healthy and what is not healthy? What is
your authority? Actually this ‘healthy’ and
‘unhealthy’ is a material consideration.
We are simply interested in what Krsna
wants. So we offer Him whatever He
wants to eat. And He asks for food pre-
pared from grains, milk and milk products,
vegetables, and fruits.” A nondevotee eats
what he deems tasty or healthy. But what
is tasty for one is unpalatable for another,
and what is healthy for one is poison for
another.

A devotee doesn’t hover in this way, on
the sensual and mental platforms. He eats
only what'’s been offered to Krsna, and he
offers Krsna only what Krsna likes. And by
the Lord’s arrangement, the staple foods
He likes make a perfectly nourishing and
balanced diet. For example, on an average
day a devotee might breakfast on fruit, hot
milk or yogurt, cereal, a little ginger root,
and some chickpeas. For lunch: rice, dal
(bean soup), capdris (unleavened bread),
and vegetables. And in the evening: fruit,
hot milk, and a light snack. Now, if you
were to analyze this diet for its nutritional
content (which we can’t do here for lack of
space), you'd find it has all the protein,
carbohydrates, vitamins, fiber, fat, and
minerals you need for good health. You'd
find that it has enough calories to maintain.
your weight, but not so many as to give
you unwanted and unsightly bulges. You'd
find it low in cholesterol, as well as sugar
and salt. You'd find it economical, tasty,
and full of variety. (For example, there
are fifty common vegetables you can com-
bine with milk products, grains, spices,
and herbs, and then bake, steam, sauté or
fry. The range of flavor, texture, aroma,
and color is astonishing.) To put it simply,
you would find the devotee’s daily diet
ideal by modern standards of nutrition,
economics, and eating pleasure. And be-
cause it’s been formulated by the ideal
person, Lord Krsna, and the dishes have
been offered to Him, you'd also find that
it helps you advance spiritually.

A devotee doesn’t offer Krsna food



cooked by someone who's materially
motivated, who’s in it for the money. The
proper mood in cooking for Krsna is one
of gratitude and love: “My Lord has
kindly provided these ingredients, so let
me combine them and cook them in such a
way that He will be pleased.” Thus in one
easy step the devotee is saved from all the
health hazards and empty calories that ac-
company processed, precooked junk food.

In the past few months we’ve presented
recipes for rices, dal soups, whole-wheat
bread, and vegetables. And in the near
future we’ll be presenting elegant side
dishes—homemade snacks, savories, and
desserts—that are ideal for special days
and special guests. You'll find Krsna con-

scious dishes to fit any occasion, any mood,
any time, and any person—dishes that can
fully satisfy a child or a connoisseur, a nu-
tritionist or a fast-food addict, a dieterora
football fullback. All you need to make
these dishes are a few simple ingredients
and a little practice. By preparing and of-
fering these wholesome foods, we step
beyond the world of mundane wrangling,
of charts and percentages and profit mo-
tives, and quietly enter another world—a
world where Krsna stands supreme,
where He enjoys our cooking and offering
and appreciates our love and devotion.
And in this world, unlike ours, there is no
disease, no old age, and no death. What
could be healthier? o

2. Laurel

4. Gary Null,
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(Recipes by Yamuna-devi dasi)

In the Vedic tradition, raita is a name given
to a wide range of raw or semicooked fruit
and vegetable salads. These simple, easy-to-
prepare salads provide a light, cooling con-
trast to the elaborately seasoned, cooked
preparations of the luncheon or evening meal.
A raita generally features one or two main in-
gredients that float in lightly seasoned, creamy
fresh yogurt. Serve raitas in small bowls,
allowing Yz cup per serving.

Chopped Spinach in Yogurt
(Palak Raita)

Chopped spinach is marbled in yogurt to form
this colorful, delicious raita.

Preparation time: 20 minutes
Servings: Sor 6

% pound fresh spinach

1'% cups natural yogurt (or 1% cups yogurt
and ' cup cream)

1 teaspoon cumin seeds

18 teaspoon Kashmiri cumin seeds, if
available

1 teaspoon salt

15 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper

1. Wash the spinach; sort out and remove
the thick stems. Steam the leaves on a metal
rack above boiling water for ten to twelve
minutes. Remove, cool slightly, press out the
water, and chop very finely.

2. Heat the cumin seeds and Kashmiri
cumin seeds (if available) in a dry, heavy iron
pan over a low flame, tossing and roasting
for approximately 5 minutes or until lightly
browned. Remove and crush to a coarse pow-
der. Add the salt and pepper.

3. Whisk the yogurt in a medium-size bowl
until creamy. Add all the ingredients and mix
well before offering to Krsna.

Sliced Bananas in Creamy Yogurt
(Kela Raita)

With a hint of heat from fresh green chilis and
a hint of sweet from ripe bananas, this raita
has an intriguing combination of textures,
colors, and flavors.

Preparation time: 10 minutes
Servings: 4 or 5

1% cups natural yogurt

¥a teaspoon salt

2 smallish, firm ripe bananas, peeled and cut
diagonally to make slices !4 inch thick

1'4 tablespoons vegetable oil or ghee
(clarified butter)

Y4 to 1 small hot green chili, seeded and cut
into paper-thin julienne strips

1 teaspoon black mustard seeds

2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh mint
leaves

1. Whisk the yogurt, salt, and finely chopped
mint leaves in a small bowl and then fold in
the sliced bananas,

2. Heat the ghee or vegetable oil in a small
saucepan over a medium flame until it is hot. (A
drop of water flicked into it should sputter in-
stantly.) Add the mustard seeds. When they
pop and crackle, remove the pan from the heat.
Toss in the strips of green chili, swirl and tilt
the pan, and then pour the seasoning into the
yogurt. Blend well and then cover.

3. Refrigerate for at least one hour before
offering to Krsna.

Carrots, Cashews, and Dates in Yogurt
(Gajar-Kaju Raita)

This colorful, naturally sweet raita is healthful
and pleasing when a cool dish is required. Ad-
just the amount of sweetener according to the
tartness of the fresh yogurt.

N

Preparation time: 10 minutes
Servings: S or 6

2 medium-size sweet carrots, peeled and
shredded

5 pitted dates, sliced into thin round pieces

Y4 cup chopped cashew nuts, dry-roasted or
fried

& teaspoon freshly ground nutmeg

2 tablespoons honey

1%4 cups natural yogurt

1. Remove all excess water from the shred-
ded carrots by pressing handfuls between
your palms.

2. Combine all the ingredients in a 1-quart
bowl and blend well. Refrigerate for about
one hour before offering to Krsna.

Sliced Cucumbers and Tomato Cubes
In Yogurt (Kakri Raita)

Preparation time: 10 minutes
Servings: Sor 6

1 medium-size cucumber

2 teaspoons salt

1 medium-size, firm ripe tomato, cut into
Y2-inch cubes

2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh coriander
or parsley leaves

Vs teaspoon freshly ground black pepper

'a teaspoon garam masald, if available (try
an Indian grocery)

1 teaspoon cumin seeds

1% cups natural yogurt

1 tablespoon sliced almonds

1 tablespoon currants

1. Dry roast the cumin seeds and crush
them coarsely. Whisk the yogurt.

2. Peel the cucumbers, quarter them
lengthwise, cut out the seeds, and slice thinly
crosswise. Sprinkle the slices with 1 teaspoon
salt, mix well, and set aside for 6 to 10 min-
utes. Then gently squeeze the cucumbers be-
tween your palms to remove excess liquid.

3, Combine the tomatoes, cucumbers,
black pepper, garam masdald, and roasted
cumin seeds in a bowl. Pour in the yogurt and
salt and gently blend. Pour into individual
serving dishes or a serving bowl and sprinkle
the surface with almonds and currants. Offer
to Krsna immediately, or chill if desired.

=
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Spiritual Places

A SPECIAL
TEMPLE IN THE
LAND OF KRSNA

In Vrndavana, India, the Krsna-Balarama
project shines with the mood
of pure devotion to God.

by YOGESVARA DASA

YOGESVARA DASA

first learned about Vrndavana from my spiritual master,

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
who at seventy had come from Vrndavana to the streets of New
York to found, in 1966, the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness. I remember once sitting with him years later in
Rome. He had already established many temples in the West,
but few of his disciples, myself included, had visited Vrndavana,
the town ninety miles south of present-day Delhi where Krsna
enacted His childhood pastimes some fifty centuries ago. When
I asked him what it was like, he smiled and said, “Oh, it is such
a wonderful place that I did not want to leave. But then I
thought, “Why should I be so selfish? Let me bring Vrndavana to
the West and share it with you."”

To that end Srila Prabhupada dedicated his every moment.
He spread the glories of Vrndévana not by encouraging tourism
to India but by teaching the Vrndavana mood of pure devotion
to Lord Krsna. In the Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna Himself
describes that mood as “the most secret of all secrets,” the
treasure hidden inside India’s vast scriptural library, and the
full, ultimate blossoming of the human spirit.

Srila Prabhupada knew how difficult it would be for visitors —
especially Westerners steeped in their habits of empiric
judgment—to understand the esoteric mood of Vrndavana, for
the city is decrepit by Western standards and many temple
panditas close their doors to foreigners. So in 1971 he initiated
construction of the Krsna-Balarama temple. Here, in relative
comfort and opulence, visitors can learn the true secret of this
ancient city. Here they can enter into the Vrndavana mood.

# * *

Five hundred years ago, according to scriptural references,
Krsna appeared in Bengal as Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and
indugurated a ren'aiqs(mcc in de\'mion to Himqelf Throus_h

manrru, Lord Calt'm /a es
Lord Krsna) as the essence of the \fedu. htr:raturu. dnd thc very
goal of human life.

Before Lord Caitanya’s advent, faulty scriptural interpreta-
tions had brought bhakti into disrepute, and the sacred city
of Vrndavana had become unmanifest—it now seemed little
more than some open fields in northern India. Eager to revive

Tlle Krsna-Balarama Temple at dusk (left). Above, His Holiness

rama Swami (holding staff) leads devotees in chanting Hare
{rsna along Bhaktivedanta Road, which runs past the temple.
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the city, Lord Caitanya empowered His
principal disciples, the six Gosvamis, to
begin reconstruction and simultaneously
to compile books on the science of bhakti.

Lord Caitanya’s purpose was to create
in Vrndavana an atmosphere in which one
could feel and imbibe the spirit of pure
love for God. This purpose the six Go-
svamis fulfilled. Unfortunately, in recent
years so-called priests known as caste go-
svamis, claiming to be direct descendants
of Lord Caitanya, have neglected that
spirit. They have privately introduced
demigod worship (although no genuine
devotees of Krsna take part in this) and
have allowed their sectarian proprietor-
ship over temples to replace their duty of
receiving everyone, regardless of back-
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ground, and encouraging devotion to
Krsna through proper instruction. The
Vrndavana mood is one of giving, not pos-
sessing, and such small-minded practices
have compromised this mood.

Although the caste gosvamis are gonly a
small minority of Vrndavana's temple
leaders, their influence has had grave con-
sequences. Since Krsna’s temples have
been treated as material objects, their
sanctity has been ignored. Walls crumble
and go unrepaired, sanitation remains
hopelessly inadequate. Perhaps most dis-
tressing for devotees is that many resi-
dents of Vrndavana are now unaware of
the greatness of their heritage because of
inadequate or inaccurate instruction. As a
result, although many people traveling be-

YOOESVARA DA

tween Agra (the Taj Mahal) and Delhi
stop in Vrndavana to sightsee, they miss
the real point.

Between 1959 and 1965, Srila Prabhu-
pada resided in Vrndavana, in a small
room at the Radha-Damodara temple,
translating the Sanskrit texts that would
form the foundation of the Hare Krsna
movement. At last, at seventy years of
age, he set out for the West to broadcast
the message of Lord Krsna: All living be-
ings are part and parcel of Krsna, and the
goal of human life is to revive our lost re-
lationship with Him and return to His
spiritual kingdom, the original Vn-
davana, known as Goloka-Vrndavana.
Before he passed away in Vrndavana in
1977, Srila Prabhupada urged his disciples
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(now several thousand strong) to take
seriously their duty of preaching the glories
of Vrndavana all over the world.

£ # #

The secret of Vrndavana is that it is not
different from Krsna Himself. So a visit to
Vrndavana is a direct experience of the
eternal spiritual world.

The Vedic literature describes that ev-
erything connected with the Lord is as

Dawn breaks over the River Yamuna
(left), where for centuries pilgrims have
come to remember Krsna's pastimes and
bathe to gain spiritual purity. At far left
is a portrayal of Krsna punishing Kaliya,
a multiheaded serpent who made part of
the river a deadly pool of poison. Below
is Ramana-reti (“pleasurable sands™), site
of the Krsna-Balarama temple and of
much exuberant fun that Krsna enjoyed
fifty centuries ago with His brother
Balarama and Their friends (far left,
below). Krsna and Balarama in Their
Deity forms (below) attract thousands of
visitors to the temple each year. Says
Ornkara dasa (below right), who oversees
the Deity worship at the temple, “I

try to instill a sense of personalism in

the worship. After all, Krsna is the
Supreme Person.”

worshipable as He, for it partakes of His
spiritual nature. A piece of cloth worn by
the Deity or a pinch of dust from the land
of Vrndavana is often kept in a container
on a temple altar and worshiped. Just
as Krsna is glorious and worshipable,
Krsna's abode — Vrndavana—is glorious
and worshipable. The trees, the roads, the
rivers, the peacocks—everything is of the
same spiritual nature as Krsna Himself.

When Krsna descends to this material
world, His spiritual kingdom also de-
scends, just as an entourage accompanies
animportant head of state. So devotees do
not consider Vrndavana part of the ma-
terial world, and they take shelter there
with full faith that they are living in
Krsna's own abode.

Another reason Vrndavana is glorious
is that Krsna's divine qualities reveal
themselves here in full. Love of God in
Vrndavana is devoid of the awe and rever-
ence generally equated with devotion in
Western religions. The unique mood of
Vrndavana is pure attachment to Krsna
without reverence or personal motive.

There is a particular glory to that part of
Vrndavana called Ramana-reti, The name
literally means “pleasurable sands,” or, as
Srila Prabhupada described it, “the shim-
mering silver sands” where the Lord en-

YAMARAIA DASA
joved pastimes as a cowherd boy with His
brother Balarama and Their friends. It
was here that Srila Prabhupada chose to
build the Krsna-Balarama project.

The location was ideal, but for the
glories of Vrndavana to be properly
broadcast, the project would have to be
built and expanded by expert devotees
who understood the Vrndavana mood.
Srila Prabhupada envisioned a team of
fully surrendered devotees who would re-
build the city—starting with Ramana-
reti—and inspire others to carry that de-
votional spirit to all corners of the globe.

The devotees of the Krspa-Balarama
project have worked hard to fulfill Srila
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An international staff headed by Welsh-born Gunéarnava
dasa (below left), Cuban-born Krta-karma dasa (right),
and Bengali-born Tapomaya désa (below right) manage

the Krsna-Balarima project. In mid-March they
welcome hundreds of devotees from the West who visit
Krsna-Balarama each year during a month-long festival.
At far right, on a chilly morning during this year’'s |
festival, devotees hear a class on Srimad-Bhagavatam
in the temple courtyard,

Prabhupdda’s vision. Their success is vis-
ible in the progress of constant construc-
tion and expansion, in the vitality of the
international gurukula school, in the hun-
dreds of guests from around the world
who visit each month after hearing of the
project. It is there in the constant chanting
of the holy names, in the mass distribution
of prasadam (sanctified foods offered to
the Deities of Krsna and Balarama), and
in the consummate devotional practices.
In fact, there is no higher standard of wor-
ship anywhere in Vrndavana. Pajaris
(temple attendants) from other temples
come to study the standard set by Orhkara
dasa, head pujari at the Krsna-Balarama
temple.

“I try to instill a real sense of per-
sonalism in the Deity worship,” French-
born Omkara says. “After all, Krsna is the
Supreme Person. Ppjaris must learn to
care for Him as such, with love and devo-
tion. That is what pleases Krsna. Other-
wise, just reciting mantras and going
through the motions—ritual, that’s all.”

In Vrndavana and surrounding villages,
devotees live happily by protecting cows
and cultivating simple crops. Krsna Him-
self showed how an agricultural economy

26 BACK TO GODHEAD

l. .'- I:l\:.-," \
e U TiT

YOGESVARA DASA

based on cow protection could solve all
economic problems. Bulls pull the plow,
dried cow dung serves as fuel for heating,
cooking, and even electricity, and cow’s
milk of course is a staple food from which
hundreds of other preparations can be
made.

Gunirnava dasa, the Welsh-born presi-
dent of the Vrndavana project, remem-
bers when the temple acquired its first
cow. “Srila Prabhupada told me back in
1972 that his disciples in India were getting
sick from drinking buffalo milk. It was
necessary, he said, that we produce our
own cow’s milk. So Isaved up a few rupees
and bought two cows. Now there are
nearly seventy in our gosala [dairy com-
plex], and some government officials who
recently came to inspect said this was the
best gosala in the whole Agra district.
That's because the cows know they are
loved and protected and in return they
give abundant milk, just as when Krsna
was present.”

The gosala, a mile down the road from
the main temple, resounds with the cooing
of peacocks and wild parrots. Time seems
to stand still here, and that may be a mixed
blessing; while invoking Krsna's presence
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“Staying rndavana can be both
agony and ecstasy,” says Dutch-born
Surabhir-abhipalayantam Swami. Archi-
tect for many ISKCON projects, includ-
ing the Krsr ama temple, he has
spent the last ten years traveling exten-
sively throughout India. “In one sense,
the very deep relationship between the in-
dividual and God that is nourished in Vrn-
davana is just too high for most people to
grasp. Without great spiritual insight, you
can fall asleep here. So Srila Prabhupada
gave us a varied program of worship and
practical service. Actually, he wanted go-
svamis [advanced, renounced devotees]
to run our temple in Vrndavana, people
one hundred percent committed to Vrn-
davana, like the six Gosvamis. Of course,
the original g re still known and

ccepted by scholars as the founders of the

isnava [devotional| renaissance, but
the concept of how bhakti can be applied
in the world today— that was Srila Prabhu-
a specific contribution. He translated

Balardma grounds

building on the K
an elaborate samdadhi tomb, a memorial to

Srila Prabhupada, whose body is interred
near the entrance to the temple. In addi-
tion, Surabhi Swami has planned several
more guesthouses (the present one can
receive up to 250 visitors), a theater for
devotional dramas, another building for
the gurukula school, expansion of the
goshala into a full-fledged dairy farm with
the biggest cow protection program in all
of India, and more renovation efforts else-
where in Vrndavana. “It will start here,”
he says, “from Krsna-Balarama. Then we
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can extend the Krsna culture around the
world.”

That expansive ambition seems to per-
vade the project. Nobody thinks small at
Krsna-Balarama. American-born Dhanur-
dhara Swami, who holds a degree in edu-
cation from the State University of New
York and is headmaster of the Bhakti-
vedanta Gurukula at Krsna-Balarama, sees
the school as Vrndavana’s gift to the fu-
ture. “It may be India’s traditional system
of education, but it is meant for the whole
world,” he says. “In this country we re-
ceive great encouragement, because people
are aware of the importance of spiritual
training for young people. During the hot
summer months we take the boys traveling
all over India, and people constantly
shower us with gifts and invitations to
their homes. They feel honored to receive
gurukula students, whom they see as the
spiritual leaders of tomorrow.™

In addition to standard academic instruc-
tion, gurukula students learn devotional
arts. Bhaktisiddhanta dasa, who met
devotees while studying art in Italy on a
U.S. Government fellowship, directs the
crafts workshopsin Vrndavana. Trained as
a professional painter and sculptor,
he finds working in Vrndavana both ma-
terially and spiritually advantageous. “The
traditional arts evolve from realization,”
he explains. “In Vrndavana, an artist is
surrounded by Krsna's transcendental
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Young devotees listen
closely in the courtyard of
the Bhaktivedanta Guru-
kula school (top) as their
headmaster, Dhanur-dhara
above), explains
Bhagavad-gita. (The boys
in saffron have received
spiritual initiation, those

in yellow and white are
preparing for it.) At right,
one of the gurukula students
chants Hare Krsna on his
beads at Radha-kunda, a
sacred pond in Vrndavana.
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Concrete structure of the soon-
to-be-completed memorial to
Srila Prabhupada frames
Bhaktisiddhanta dasa, chief
artist and draftsman at Krsna-
Balarama. “In Vrndavana.” he
says, “an artist is surrounded
by Krsna's transcendental
world, so the inspiration to
make art happen is always
around us.” Below: view of the
Krsna-Balarama project seen
from the main gate.

YOGESVARA DASA

world, so the inspiration for making art
happen is always around us. Not only for
its inception, but for its meaning and
growth as well. Also, primary materials
are in abundance, so production costs are
lower than anywhere else I know of. It's an
ideal combination.”

Bhaktisiddhanta has taken part in the
expansion of the Krsna-Balarama com-
plex for more than five years, acting as
draftsman in the arduous task of translat-
ing concepts into detailed architectural
plans. He is Surabhi Swami’s chief assis-
tant on the samadhi construction.

Apart from the hundreds of European

and American devotees who come to visit
Krsna-Balarama twice a year during tradi-
tional festivals, tourists constantly fill the
guesthouse and vegetarian restaurant,
which are considered Vrndavana’s finest.
The Krsna-Balarama devotees bend over
backwards to make their guests feel as
comfortable as possible. Indian-born Tapo-
maya dasa, manager of the guesthouse,
generally has to bend a little more than
the others. “A pilgrimage doesn’t have
to be a great austerity,” he says. “Many
people just wouldn’t come if there were
no guesthouse.” He proudly pulls out
the house’s guest book. Comments such as

“a memorable visit” and “a very cordial
stay” are signed by government officials,
university scholars, and a few notable
celebrities from the stage and screen.

Cuban-born Krta-karma dasa, Krsna-
Balarama’s vice-president, reflects on the
project’s mosaic of nationalities. “Srila
Prabhupada broadcast Vrndavana’s glories
through his books, which have gone out by
the millions around the world. That is why
we receive so many nationalities here.
Sometimes, in our Bhagavad-gita classes,
we have to translate into five languages.
Among the devotees living here are Amer-
icans, Italians, Indians, Swiss, and Cana-
dians. The leader of our chanting party is
the son of the British attaché to Israel. Our
registrar is from Scotland. As for me,
well, we get a lot of Russian visitors, and
they are often surprised to find a Cuban
who has renounced the materialism of the
West to take to spiritual life. Thisisreally a
United Nations of the spiritual world.™

Krta-karma tells about an elderly man
from Damascus who had received an
Arabic translation of Srila Prabhupada’s
Bhagavad-gita and decided that to find
spiritual life and God he would have to see
India. “Not just anywhere in India,” Krta-
karma recalls, “but Vrndavana. He came
and spent practically the whole time here
at Krsna-Balarama. Of course he visited
the many temples and holy places, which is
only proper, but like many others he soon
realized that at Krsna-Balarama Srila
Prabhupada has built an oasis of pure
spiritual life. There are no caste distinc-
tions here, no decay from negligence—
nothing but devotional service to Krsna.
Naturally. Krsna is everywhere in Vrn-
davana, but here His presence is distinct
and clear.”

Surabhi Swami adds, “I remember my
own initial contact with devotees, when I
was first coming around to the temple in
Amsterdam. Everyone there spoke so
eloquently about this magical place called
Vrndivana that I decided I had to go and
find out for myself whether everything
they were saying was true. I think that’s
what Srila Prabhupada had in mind for the
Krsna-Balarama project: a confirmation
that the spiritual world really does exist.”

After you speak with the devotees, your
vision of Vrndavana changes. The squal-
or fades and a sense of transcendence
emerges. To enhance that sensation, sit
in the marble courtyard of the Krsna-
Balarama temple and listen to the Sanskrit
and Bengali poetry the devotees sing while
playing mrdanga drums and small brass
cymbals. Watch the constant flow of vis-
itors, or go chanting in the afternoon with
the sixty children of the gurukula through
the streets and marketplaces of the city.
Gradually the Vrndavana mood sets in, and
one begins to appreciate some of the glories
of this wonderful place, Vrndavana. &
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We welcome your letters. Write to
Back To GODHEAD
51 West Allens Lane
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19119

LETTERS

Could you answer some questions of mine?
[ have been a life member of your move-
ment for six years and have read every
book by Srila Prabhupada. I've visited
many temples the world over and I've read
every BACK To GODHEAD magazine for
the last twelve years. I would like to know
why you never seem to write articles on
Krsna consciousness in the black com-
munity? I've seen so many talented black
devotees. I feel you owe it to yourselves to
do some articles about them.

I have also met Bhakti-tirtha Swami.
who I thought and think to be a great pure
soul. 1 feel you should at least do a full-
length article about him, not just a news

_story. I feel that this would enliven black
people by helping them to see that Krsna
consciousness is international and not re-
stricted to a particular class of people.

[ also wish to request more articles on

Latin people. I've visited many temples in
South America. Why not do an article on
Krsna consciousness in Latin America?
You've done some on Australia, New
Zealand, Paris, Germany, etc. Why not
some articles on the two classes of people
[ have mentioned?

D.A. Cooper

San Francisco, California

OUR REPLY: Thank you for your sug-
gestions, especially the one about Bhakti-
tirtha Swami. He’s on the move so much
it’s hard to catch up with him. But as soon as
we can we'd love to run an article on him.

Within the last several years, we have
published articles on Latin America—
“The Sarikirtaneros of Mexico™ and “The
Krspna Culture Comes to Latin America,”
to mention just two. And just after you
wrote us we published *“A Great Fortune

for the People of Trinidad,”" an article
about how black devotees in that Carib-
bean island opened a new temple.

In a higher sense, of course, a devotee
of Krsna knows that the color of some-
one’s skin is no more important than the
color of his shirt. He sees the inner self,
the soul, which is neither black nor white
nor Latin. According to the Bhagavad-
gitd, each of us, regardless of what kind of
body we have, is a spiritual soul, a part of
Krsna eternally related to Him as a loving
servant. Here at BACK TO GODHEAD, this
spiritual identity concerns us more than
what percentage of black, white, or Latin
faces appears on our pages.

I have received your magazine for many
years, and I always look forward each
month to receiving such a wonderful
magazine in my mail. Without this maga-
zine | have no spiritual life; it’s like a life
raft in the ocean of materialism.

Raymond Spahn

Mt. Shasta, California

Akincana Krsnadasa Babaji Maharaja Passes Away

n April 12, 1982, at about 8 p.M., Akin-
cana Krsnadasa Babiji Maharaja passed
away from this world.

A pure devotee of Lord Krsna, he was a dis-
ciple of Sti Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Goswami Maharaja. Thus he was also a God-
brother of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder and
spiritual preceptor of the International Soci-
ety for Krishna Consciousness.

Srila Prabhupada himself had spoken of
Krsnadasa as niskiricana, “having no material
attachments,” and paramahamsa, “a swan-
like pure devotee.” : o

In November of 1977, just a few days before
Srila Prabhupada himself had passed away,
Krsnadasa had come to visit him. Krsnadasa
would ehant for a while, talk with Srila Prabhu-
pada, and sometimes break into laughter, even
while everyone else in the room was somber
and silent. Because Krsnadasa Babaji had a
transcendental viewpoint, he did not mourn
or feel morose; he knew that Srila Prabhupada
was always with Krsna in this life and would
be with Him in the next.

Krsnadasa Babdji Maharaja was a great
well-wisher to Srila Prabhupada’s disciples,
And when they would ask him questions, his
usual answer was “Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.” Although
highly educated in the schools of his native
Bengal and fluent in English, he spoke En-
glish only rarely. Mostly, he just kept chant-
ing Hare Krsna.

Sometimes whena devotee would offer him

respect by bowing down before him and say, .

“Please give me your mercy,” Krsnadasa
Babaji Maharaja would say, *No, you please

give me your mercy. I need it more.”

That Krsnadasa was a babaji meant that he
did not actively preach Krsna consciousness,
but that he always engaged in devotional ser-
vice to Lord Krsna, especially by hearing and
chanting Krsna's holy names. He had no dis-
ciples, but he was dear to Srila Prabhupéda
and his disciples and all the devotees of the
Lord.

We would see him in Mayapur or Vin-
davana, the holy abodes of Lord Krsna. He
would be dressed in a simple white cloth that
reached barely to his knees, and he seemed
to have no other worldly possessions. He was
always jolly—wherever he was, whatever
was going on, his response would be to say,

“Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,” and chuckle and
sometimes laugh, like a Bengali version of a
leprechaun. But when he picked up a drum
and began to sing the glories of Krsna, he
would play the drum with masterful expertise
and sing with intense devotional concentra-
tion, his voice expressing his deep inner feel-
ings of love for Krsna, He would go to
various places in Vyndavana and sit and chant
Krsna's glories, with tears of ecstatic love in
his eyes.

In March of 1981, after a serious illness,
Krsnadasa Babaji decided to go to Nanda-
grama to spend his last days. Nanda-grama is
the part of Vrndivana to which Lord Krsna, in
His pastimes on earth, had been brought by
His father for protection from the demonic
king Karhsa. On the edge of Nanda-grama there
is a place called Pavana-sarovara, where
Sanatana Gosvami, the great devotee of
Lord Caitanya, had performed devotional
service. This is the place where Krsnadasa
Babaji chose to stay.

He asked us to arrange to bring him there
from Vrndavana City, and we did so. When we
asked him if there was any instruction he
could give us, he just laughed and said that his

only instruction was to chant Hare Krsna,

“That’s all there is.”

He didn't keep a diary, but he kept a small
songbook in which he would write notes. On
the last page of this book, which was located
near his bed, he wrote that the chanting of the
holy name of Krsna is the true nectar. The
holy name is like honey, he wrote, The last
entry in the book was “Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.”

— Bhaktisiddhanta disa
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FESTIVALS

and the Hare Krsna Calendar

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritual
calendar that divides the year into twelve
months, each named for a different form of
Krsna. The devotees at the Hare Krspa center
nearest you will gladly tell you more about the
meaning of the festivals listed here.

Year 496 Caitanya Era— Month of Hrsikesa
(August 5—September 3)

September 1— Appearance anniversary of
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, the pioneer of
modern-day Krsna consciousness (fasting till
noon, followed by feasting and celebration).

September 2— Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Haridasa Thakura, a great teacher of
the chanting of Hare Krsna.

September 3—Third month of Caturmasya
begins (fasting from milk).

Month of Padmanabha
(first half, September 4—17)

September 4—6—Labor Day Festival at New
Vrindaban farm community, Moundsville,
West Virginia. Hare Krsna devotees from all
over North America will gather here, the home
of Prabhupada’s Palace of Gold, for a long
weekend of chanting, dancing, feasting, music,
drama, and spiritual discourses. Spectacular
fireworks display on the evening of the sixth.
Call (304) 843-1600.

September 11— Boston Ratha-yatra (The Festi-
val of the Chariots). Parade with 30-foot-high
chariot bearing Deity forms of Krsna starts at
noon at corner of Boylston and Massachusetts
Ave. and ends at the Boston Commons with a
festival of chanting, dancing, feasting, spiritual
discourses, music, drama, art, and more. Call
(617) 266-4922,

September 13— Indira Ekadasi (fasting from
grains and beans).

September 17— Anniversary of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s arrival in the United States, 1965.

September 19— Grand Opening of FATE (the
First American Transcendental Exhibition) in
Detroit. Feasting, chanting, dancing, and mu-
sic in honor of the opening of a multimedia
diorama exhibit at Bhaktivedanta Cultural Cen-
ter, the former Fisher mansion, Call (313) 824-
6000.

September 25-26—New York Ratha-yatra.
Parade featuring 3(0-foot-high chariot bearing
Deity forms of Krsna starts at noon at 57th St.
and 9th Ave. Chanting, dancing, feasting for
thousands, music, drama, and more. Call (212)
246-3503.

Leap-Year Month of Purusottama
(September 18—October 16)

September 28 — Padmini Ekadasi (fasting from
grains and beans).

October 13—Parama Ekadasi (fasting from
grains and beans).

Month of Padmanabha
(second half, October 17—November 1)

October 21— Appearance anniversary of Srila
Bhavananda Goswami Visnupada, one of the
present spiritual masters in the Hare Krsna
movement.

October 27—Rama-vijayotsava (festival in
honor of Lord Rama's victory over Ravana).
Call your local Hare Krsna center. Appearance
anniversary of the great teacher Madhvacarya.
October 28— Pasankusa Ekadasi (fasting from
grains and beans).

October 29— Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami, Srila Raghu-
natha Bhatta Gosvami, and Srila Krspadasa
Kaviraja Gosvami, great associates and followers
of 811 Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

RESOURCES

Now your television can bring you closer to
Krypa. Videocassettes from 1TV (ISKCON
Television) bring the spiritual vision of Krsna
into your home.

See the pastimes of Lord Krsna and Lord
Rama . . . Visit centers of the Hare Krsna
movement around the world . . . Attend class-
es given by Srila Prabhupada himself. All in
your home,

More than 75 shows to choose from. Top-
quality low-priced videocassettes, Available in
l4-inch, Ya-inch, NTSC (American), and PAL
(overseas).

For a free, full-color catalog, write to ITV,
3764 Watseka Avenue, Los Angeles, CA
90034.
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2 EDITOR

Caribbean Journal

(Aboard Dominican Airlines, en route to
Santo Domingo)

On this plane almost all talk is in
Spanish. Reading matter reflects a
Spanish bias: the newspaper report on the
war in the South Atlantic calls the'islands
“Las Malvinas” rather then “the Falk-
lands.” T realize how language alone
counts for a lot. For example, Spanish-
speaking Venezuela is threatening to
annex a large part of English-speaking
Guyana, and the Guyanese associate the
Spanish language itself with the threat. I
see a cartoon in a Guyanese newspaper
that shows some boys talking among
themselves. “What's the Spanish word for
welcome?” one of them asks. Then Pat the
Patriot comes upon the boys and says,
“You shouldn’t be interested in the word
for welcome. If you want to learn Spanish,
you should learn how to say, ‘Invasores,
Manténganse Afuera’ (‘Invaders Keep
Out’).”

[ reflect that if people were Krsna con-
scious, they would find a basis for agree-
ment despite differences of race, national-
ity, or language. Life in the temples of the
Hare Krsna movement demonstrates this
power of Krsna consciousness for recon-
ciliation. There devotees learn pure God
consciousness, love of God beyond all
bodily designations. Even from a cultural
or humanistic perspective, the Krsna con-
scious devotees in temples throughout the
world show a remarkable ability to mix to-
gether different races and languages and
still live in peace.

#* * *

(At the Hare Krsna temple in Santo
Domingo)

The buildings in this quarter are squeezed
tightly together, and I hear rock guitars
playing now, the music drifting through
the jalousied windows of my room above
the temple. The buzz of a motorcycle pass-
ing on the road soon mingles with auto
horns and the sound of the pajari (priest)
ringing his bell in the temple downstairs.

Sesa dasa, my traveling companion,
says that in this pleasant tropical clime
people don’t watch the problems of world
politics so closely. They tend to drift
mildly in this climate, where you can pick
ripe mangoes from the trees.

Is it wrong to live this way? From our
point of view, the only thing wrong is that
human beings are ignoring the ultimate
problem of life—namely, the cycle of re-
peated birth, old age, disease, and death.

Anything that keeps one from pursuing
self-realization is wrong, whether it be the
passionate money-making of the northern-
ers or the more ease-loving way of the
tropics people. Unless a person comes to
understand his eternal, spiritual nature,
he wastes his rare human life.

# # *

Some friends tell me that if I want to
communicate seriously with those who are
not devotees of Krsna. I must immerse
myself more in topical events and world
politics. They say the “average man” is al-
ways thinking of politics, war, and the
economy. But is that actually his main con-
cern? Or is he more like the devotee of
Krsna: tired of the tragic spectacle of
world events?

The experts tell us we are products of
our cultural conditioning. And it’s a fact:
We are taxed, abused, flattered, brain-
washed, wooed, titillated, corrupted, mis-
led, and ignored by those who control the
government, the media, and educational
institutions. The public is also to blame for
the current state of things, which finds us
with no goal but gratification of the bodily
senses, cynical toward higher truth as we
work daily in tedious jobs. addicted to
harmful substances and activities. morally
irresponsible, and not really thinking
much about life except for how to survive
from one day to the next.

From what I've seen, most people are
rather hopeless: they don’t think they can
solve their problems themselves, and they
don’t expect anything from the govern-
ment. Then where is hope? In Krsna con-
sciousness. The real difference between
the devotee of Krsna and the nondevotee
is that the nondevotee doesn’t think that
the prospect of self-realization offers him
any hope but the devotee does. So from
our viewpoint the people of Kali-yuga, the
present Age of Quarrel, have boxed them-
selves in. Although they know they're not
happy in the materialistic rat race, they're
not interested in the way out: Krsna con-
sciousness.

# # #

(Evening arrival on El Gurabo Mountain,
Puerto Rico)

Birds® singing like chimes, whistles;
three-note melodies, crickets making
sounds like delicate hammers chipping a
fine stone; also hoots. twitters, coos, a
faraway rooster crowing—a chorus of

evening creatures rises to the top of this
mountain.

Early next morning I am also about to
vibrate, by chanting on my beads Hare
Krsna. Hare Krsna. Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare. This countryside moun-
tain is a delightful place, but we don’t con-
clude, as do the pantheists, that the birds’
songs are equal to the singing of the name
of God. Yes, in one sense everything is
God: He is present in all of nature through
the expansion of His energies. But He is
personally present in full in His holy
name, and one must be able to hear the
holy name of God and the science of God
to understand Him fully.

I know that more wars are coming.
Death is taking its toll at every moment,
for both the devotees of Krsna and the
nondevotees. Each person’s death is com-
ing before long. But chanting the Lord’s
names will save us. whether we're in a
cabin atop El Gurabo Mountain amid
birds’ choruses and predawn-dark trees,
or in any other part of the world.

(Guyana)

In Guyana there are shortages of basic
commodities, like food. Government
signs along the highways urge people to
grow their own: “Heed the need, plant a
seed.”

My disciple Abhay dasa (his name
means “one who takes shelter at the feet
of Krsna, the fearless one”) comes into my
room carrying a kerosene lantern. A min-
ute ago the lights went out. Abhay smiles
and says, “They give us one week with
electricity and one week without.”

“Why?" I ask.

“There is no money,” he replies, smil-
ing.

His smile reassures me and we laugh.
I can see he is transcendental to the
deprivation.

And despite the shortages, our temple in
Guyana holds a wonderful festival while [
am there. Ten new devotees are initiated,
a young couple is married, and the Deities
of Lord Caitanya and Lord Nityananda
are installed on the altar. Two hundred
guests attend the festivities and enjoy a
sumptuous feast, just as in other ISKCON
centers around the world.

[ return to America confident that
Krsna consciousness is flourishing in the
Caribbean. —SDG
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OH—15720 Euclid Ave., E. Cleveland, 44112/ (216)
681-9933; Gainesville, FL— 1208 5. W. 1st Ave., 32601/
(904) 371-2579; Hyannis, MA— 127 Ridgewood Ave.,
02601/ (617) 771-4244; Lake Huntington, NY—P.O.
Box 388, 12752/ (914) 932-8332; Long Island, NY—
197 S. Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ (516) 378-6184;
Miami Beach, FL—2445 Collins Ave., 33140/ (305)
672-9687; Newark, DE—168 Elkton Rd., 19711/ (302)
453-8510; New York, NY—846 Tth Ave., 1001%/ (212)
246-3503; Philadelphia, PA—51 W. Allens Lane,
19119/ (215) 247-4600; Providence, RI—39 Glendale
Ave., 02906/ (401) 273-9010; San Juan, PR—Box 215,
Rt. 181, Gurabo, Santa Rita, 00658; State College, PA—
103 E. Hamilton Ave., 16801/ (814) 234-1867; Talla-
hassee, FL—701 W. Pensacola St., 32304/ (904) 222-
0790; Tampa, FL—1814 127th Ave., 33612/ (813) 971-
0769; Towaco, N]J—100 Jacksonville Rd., (mail: P.O.
Box 109, 07082)/ (201) 299-0970; Washington, D.C.—
10310 Oaklyn Rd., Potomac, MD 20854/ (301) 299-2100.

CENTRAL: Baton Rouge, LA—837 W. McKin-
ley St., 70803; Chicago, IL—1716 W. Lunt Ave.,
60626/ (312) 973-0900; Dallas, TX—5430 Gurley Ave.,
75223/ (214) B27-6330; Detroit, MI—383 Lenox Ave.,
48215/ (313) 824-6000; E. Lansing, MI—319 Grove St.,
48823/ (517) 351-6603; Houston, TX—1111 Rosalie
St., 77004/ (713) 526-9860; New Orleans, LA—2936
Esplanade Ave., 70119/ (504) 488-7433; St. Louis, MO—
3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ (314) 535-8085.

WESTERN: Berkeley, CA—2334 Stuart St.,
94705/ (415) 540-9215; Denver, CO—1400 Cherry St.,
80220/ (303) 333-5461; Fullerton, CA—2011 E.
Chapman Ave., 92631/ (714) 870-1156; Honolulu, HI—

51 Coelho Way, 96817/ (B0B) 595-3947; Laguna Beach,
CA—285 Legion St., 92651/ (714) 494-7029; Los
Angeles, CA—3764 Warseka Ave,, 90034/ (213) 836-
2676; Portland, OR—3828 Scutheast Division St.,
97202; San Diego, CA—1030 Grand Ave., Pacific
Beach, 92109/ (714) 483-2500; San Francisco, CA—
Bhaktivedanta Fellowship— 84 Carl St., 94117/ (415)
664-2397; San Francisco, CA— Bhaktivedanta Institute,
1403 Willard St., 94117/ (415) 753-9704; Seattle, WA—
400 18th Ave. E., 98112/ (206) 329-7011; Topanga,
CA—20395 Callon Dr., 90290/ (213) 455-1658.

FARMS: Gainesville, FL—Rt. 2, Box 24, Alachua,
32615/ (904) 462-3443; Gurabo, PR (New Govardhana
Hill)—(contact ISKCON San Juan); Hopland, CA
(New Mt. Kailas)—Route 175, Box 469, 95449/ (707)
744-1100; Hotchkiss, CO (New Barshana)—P.O. Box
112, 81419/ (303) 527-4584; Lynchburg, TN (Muriri-
sevaka)—Rrt. No. 1, Box 146-A (Mulberry), 3735%
(615) 759-7058; Moundsville, WV (New Vrindaban)—
R.D. Ne. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/ (304)
843-1600; Ninole, HI (New Krgnaloka)—P.O. Box 16,
96773/ (808) 595-3947; Port Royal, PA (Giti-nagari)—
R.D. No. 1, 17082/ (717) 527-2493; Zolfo Springs, FL
(Krishna World)—Rt. No. 1, Box 254-N, 33890/ (813)
735-0058;

RESTAURANTS: Honolulu—Govinda's
Sandwich Shoppe, Makaloa Plaza, 1540 Makaloa St.,
96814/ (B0B) 942-8935; Los Angeles—Govinda's,

9624 Venice Blvd., Culver City, 30230/ (213) 836-
1269; St. Louis—(at [SKCON St. Louis)/ (314) 535-
8161; San Francisco—Jagannatha's Cart, 57 Jessie St.,
94105/ (415) 495-3083; San Francisco—The Higher
Taste, 775 Frederick St./ (415) 661-7290; San Fran-
cisco— The Seven Mothers, 86 Carl St., 94117/ (415)
753-9703; San Juan, PR—Tetuan 153, Viejo, San Juan/
(809) 727-6926; Santa Cruz, CA—Govinda's, 2—1245
East Cliff Drive 95062/ (408) 475-9833; Washington, D.C,
—Govinda's, 515 Bth St. S.E., 20003/ (202) 543-9600.

The International Society for Krishna Consciousness

CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Founder-Acirya: His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

CANADA
Calgary, ALB.—429 Third Ave, N.E., TZE OHT/
(403) 269-1616; Edmonton, ALB.—8957 77th Ave.,
TSN ZN7/ (403) 466-9037; Montreal, QUE.—
1626 Pie IX Boulevard, HIV 2C5/ (514) 527-1101;
Ottawa, ONT.—212 Somerset St. E., KIN 6V4/ (613)
233-1884; Regina, SASK.—12817 Victoria Ave.,
S4T 1K6/ (306) 522-4973; Toronto, ONT.— 1243
Avenue Rd., M5R 2)6/ (416) 922-5415; Vancouver,
B.C.—5462 S.E. Marine Dr., Bumnaby V5] 3G8/ (604)
433.8116; Waterloo, ONT.—51 Amos Ave., N2L 2Wé/
(519) 888-73121.

RESTAURANTS: Montreal —Chez Govinda,
3678 Saint Dénis St./ (514) 843-8510; Ottawa— The
Back Home Buffet, 212 Somerset St. E./ (613) 233-460.

ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, IRELAND
Dublin—Castlefield House, Knocklyn Road, Temple-
opue, Dublin 16/ 907690; Glasgow—571 Sauchiehall
St., Charing Cross, G3 TPQY/ 041-221-5999; London
(city)—10 Soho St., W1/ 01-437-3662; London
({country)—Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath,
Watford, Herts. WD2 8EP/ Radlett 7244; Manchester—
106 College Road, Whalley Range, 16/ 061-881 1947;
Worcester—Chaitanya College at Croome Court,
Severn Stoke, WRS 9DW/ 090 567-214.

FARMS: Glengarriff, Ireland (Krspa-Nagari)—
Skehil, County Cork.

RESTAURANT: London—Healthy, Wealthy and
Wise, 9-10 Soho St./ 01-437-1835.

CENTERS OF PILGRIMAGE IN INDIA

Mivyapur, W. Bengal—Shree Mayapur Chandradaya
Mandir, P.O. Shree Mayapur Dham (District Nadia);
Vrindavan, U.P.—Krishna-Balarim Mandir, Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathura/ 178,

The Hare Krsna movement has more than 175 centers
worldwide. For a complete list, write to: ISKCON,
3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, California 90034.
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Serious About Spiritual Life?
Curious About Yoga? Meditation? Self-Realization?

=~

Send for our free catalog of books.

You're sure to find what you're looking for in the pub-
lications of the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust— the world’s
largest publisher of books on the philosophy, religion,
and culture of spiritual India.

What do the ancient sages say about reincarnation?
Karma? Life on other planets? What about meditation?
Transcendence? Mystic powers? Here you'll find answers
that have fascinated philosophers, writers, artists, and
seekers of knowledge for thousands of years.

What is the source of the universe? Why am I here?
Where did I come from, and where am I going? Is there
life after death? And what is life ultimately for?

The world’s oldest questions. And you'll find the
world’s oldest answers in the books of the BBT.

We offer complete, authoritative translations —
with commentary —of original Sanskrit literature.
Spiritual classics like Bhagavad-gita. The Upanisads.
The Srimad-Bhagavatam.

And we also have readable summary studies and
essays that make the mostimportant ideas clear, easy to
follow, easy to make part of your life.

We have records, tape cassettes, children’s books,
cookbooks, calendars, posters—all sorts of things you
can use to become more spiritually enlivened, more

Krsna conscious.

With books from the BBT, you'll get at the essence
of India’s ancient philosophy and culture. You'll have a
way to stay on the spiritual paltform, to stay in touch
with the Supreme. And you'll be right in the middle of
the most deep and exciting ideas your intellect has ever
encountered.

So if you're serious—or even just curious—then
send us the coupon below. Fill it in, clip it out, and put
it in the mail today. We'll send you our latest catalog so
you can learn more about the wonderful books we have
to offer. It's entirely free. So do it now, and we'll send
you a copy right away.

ISKCON Educational Services
3764 Watseka Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90034

BTG Dept. 17-9

vedanta Book Trust.  understand that it's absolutely free.
NAME
ADDRESS
(81 17

/
|
|
|
]| Yes! Please send me the latest catalog of books from the Bhakti-
|
|
|
|
|




The Hare Krsna Feast
And Festlval

Visit a place
where dancing
and singing
and playing musical
instruments for God
is a way of life.

Spend an evening talking
to people who care about
life’s important questions—and who can
give you a book that has the answers.

o) Share in a ceremony
of worship millions of years old, o

which you can learn to perform 4l

in your own home.

Taste an out-of-this-world feast
cooked for the Lord entirely with
fresh vegetarian ingredients—
and served to you free in
a congenial, festive atmosphere.

Join us
this Sunday and every Sunday
at your nearest Hare Krsna center.

(See directory inside back cover for the center nearest you.)





