Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.

Vol.14No.11 ~ THE MAGAZINE OF THE HARE KRISHNA MOVEMENT

) The Palace
In West Virginia

The Anatomy of the
Social lody




His Divine Grace

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acdarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness




BACK TO GODHEAD

VOL. 14, NO. 11

THE MAGAZINE OF THE HARE KRISHNA MOVEMENT

FOUNDED 1944

FOUNDER

(under the direction of His Divine Grace

Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Prabhupéda)
His Divine Grace

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

EDITOR IN CHIEF Satsvariipa dasa Goswami

SENIOR EDITOR Jayiadvaita Swami

ASSOCIATE EDITORS Jagajivana dasa, Yogesvara
dasa

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR Drutakarmi disa

DESIGN Yamaraja désa

PRODUCTION Purnananda dasa, Vimala-devl disi,
Vicdru dasa

PHOTOGRAPHY Bhirgava disa, Muralivadana dasa,
Vidyénanda dasa, Nityatrpta-devi dasi, Visikha-
devt dast

COMPOSITION Lalita-sakhi-devi dasi, Maha-mayi-
dev1 dasi

SANSKRIT EDITORS Satyanfiriyana disa,
Gopiparanadhana dasa

PROOFREADERS Adhoksaja dasa, Srikinta désa

ARCHIVES Parama-riipa désa

PRINTING CONSULTANT Paul Bleier

PRONUNCIATION of Sanskrit words and names.
BACK TO GODHEAD follows the international
scholarly standard. Pronounce short a like the u in but,
long a like the a in far (and hold it twice as long as the
short a.) Pronounce e like the a in evade, long like the i
in pique. Pronounce the vowel r like the ri in rim, and ¢
like the eh in chair. Pronounce the aspirated consonants
(ch, jh, dh, ete.) as in staunch-heart, hedge-hog, and red-
hot. Finally, pronounce sibilants § and s like sh, and s like
the sinsun. So for Krsnasay KRISHNA, and for Caitanya
say CHAITANY AL

ABOUT SANSKRIT NAMES in by-lines, credits, and
text. Members of the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness receive names of Lord Krsna or His
great devotees, combined with dasa (dasi for women),
meaning “servant.” For instance, the name Krsna disa
means “servant of Krsna.”

< His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada came to America in 1965, at age seventy, to
fulfill his spiritual master’s request that he teach the
science of Krsna consciousness throughout the English-
speaking world. In a dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation and commentary on
India’s Vedic literatures, and these are now standard in
universities worldwide. Meanwhile, traveling almost
nonstop, Srila Prabhupada molded his international
society into a worldwide confederation of @ramas,
schools, temples, and farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in India’s Vrndavana, the place most sacred
to Lord Krsna, and his disciples are carrying forward the
movement he started.
Published monthly, $8.00 per year ($10.00 outside USA),
by the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust.

Subseription Offices: 3764 Watseka Avenue, Los
Angeles, Calil. 90034,

Editorial Offices: The Hare Krishna Building, 340 W,
55th Street. New York, N.Y. 10019

European Subscription Offices: Bhaktivedanta Manor,
Letchmore Heath, Watford, Herts. WD2 8EF. England.

Indian Subscription Offices: BBT, Hare Krishna Land.
Juhu., Bombay 400 054, India,

M8\ ©1979 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust -
All rights reserved. Printed in USA.

ISSN 0005-3643

CONTENTS

The Self Outside the Boundaries of Time

By His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

Prabhupada’s Palace

A pictorial report.

Book Section
Srimad-Bhagavatam

The continuing presentation of India’s great spiritual classic.
Translation and commentary by His Divine Grace

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

15

“A Beautiful Setting for a Diamond”
What the Palace means to those who built it.

19

The Biography of a Pure Devotee

Moving to Second Avenue
Driven out of his Bowery loft, Srila Prabhupada
suddenly found himself alone in the street.

22

The Anatomy of the Social Body

... And how it’s supposed to work.

25

Higher Education
Exposure to the “Cold Cruel World”

How children can learn about it
without becoming cold and cruel themselves.

24

Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out
Every Town and Village
Notes from the Editor

14
2l
32

COVER: The Palace in West Virginia. Says the Pitzsburgh Press, “The West Virginia
panhandle'’s farm-checkered, wooded vistas give way before a shimmer of the
Orient: gold mirrors and gold leaf ornament, silver filigree, and stained glass and
marble of many colors. An estimated 200 tons of marble were used in the structure.
About 50 kinds of marble were imported from all over the world. The stone was cut,
polished, and pieced together in intricate floral and geometric designs in the Krishna

workshop. . . .” (See page 6.) (Cover photo: Bhargava dasa.)

ABOUT BACK TO GODHEAD: “Godhead is light” has always been BACK TO GODHEAD's byword —“Nescience is darkness. Where
there is Godhead there is no nescience.” Godhead means the source of everything, and this journal is meant to assist readers in
cultivating practical, scientific realization of Godhead. To this end BACK TO GODHEAD explores the ideas presented in ancient
India’s Vedic literatures, especially Bhagavad-gita. As the Gita itself informs us, “When one is enlightened with the knowledge by

which nescience is destroyed, then his knowledge reveals everything, as the sun lights up everything in the daytime.”
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THE SELF
UTSIDE THE
BOUNDARIES
OF TIME

“It’s one thing to know it theoretically,
but it’s a vastly different thing to feel it

and to experience it.”

The countryside near Frankfurt, West
Germany. His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada talks with
Professor Karl Friederich Graf Eckfrecht
Von Diirckheim. Professor Diirckheim
holds a Ph.D. in analytical psychology and
is famed for starting a therapeutic school
(in the Black Forest) that incorporates
both Western and Eastern approaches to
the psychology of consciousness. He is the
author of fifteen books.

Prof. Diirckheim: May I ask a question,
sir, about the meaning of time? I think
there are two ways to look at time and to
look at eternity.

Srila Prabhupida: Time is eternal—but
we calculate time in terms of “past” and
“present” and “future," according to our
temporary material existence. I am a
human being. I live for a hundred years.
So my past and present are different from
the past and present of the ant, who lives
for, say, a few hours. And similarly, living
beings on higher planets—their past and
present are different, too, because one of
their days equals millions and billions of
our years. So time is eternal —but accord-
ing to our condition in time and space, we
calculate time in terms of past and present
and future.

Prof. Diirckheim: Well, now, I question
you...yousee...talking about eternity—
there are two meanings or concepts at the
same time. It seems one concept is that
finite life, as we see it in this finite world, is
going on infinitely, infinitely, millions of
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years—that’s one way to think about
eternity.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Prof. Diirckheim: But there’s another
way.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Strictly speaking,
eternity means both no end and no
beginning.

Prof. Diirckheim: So isn’t this other con-
cept the one where, for instance, Christ
says, “Before anything else in this world
existed, lam”? This “Iam”. . .isn't this the
kind of eternity that is totally beyond past
and future?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Past and future
have to do with this body.

Prof. Diirckheim: Oh yes, exactly. Past
and future have to do with this body and
with this ego, which has a before and an
after,an up and adown, and . . . if you take
away this ego, what's left?

Srila Prabhupada: What is left is the pure
ego. For instance, now I have got this
seventy-eight-year-old Indian body—I
have got this false ego that “I am Indian,”
“I am this body.” This is a misconception.
Some day this temporary body will vanish,
and I'll get another temporary body. Then
again will begin my past and present. So
therefore, this is called illusion. Time is
eternal —it has no beginning and no end —
but we transmigrate from one body to
another. And so we are miscalculating
“past,” “present,” “future.”

Prof. Diirckheim: But without this body
you couldn’t become conscious of what is
beyond the body. The pure consciousness

PHOTOGRAPHS BY BHARGAVA DASA

has to have a material body—it has to
have a background which is not pure
consciousness . . .

Srila Prabhupada: No. The pure con-
sciousness, the soul, does not need to have
a material body. For instance, when you
are dreaming, you forget your present
body, but still you remain conscious. The
soul, the consciousness, is like water: water
is pure, but as soon as it comes down from
the sky and touches the ground, it becomes
muddy.

Prof. Diirckheim: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: Similarly, we are spirit
souls—we are pure. But as soon as we
leave the spiritual world and come in
contact with these material bodies, our
consciousness becomes covered. The




consciousness remains pure, but now it is
covered by mud —this body. And this is
why people are fighting. They are wrongly
identifying with the body and thinking, “I
am German,” “I am English,” “I am black,"
“T am white,” “I am this,” I am that"—so
many bodily designations. These bodily
designations are impurities. And so we see
that sometimes artists make statues that
are naked. In France, for example, they
regard nakedness as pure art. Similarly,
when you come to the “nakedness” of the
spirit soul—without these bodily designa-
tions —that is purity.

Prof. Diirckheim: But to come to our
pure consciousness, we have to experience
the background of impurity, the suffering
of impurity. We cannot become conscious

of the pure without having experienced
the suffering of the impure . . .

Srila Prabhupada: Why? Right now your
health may be covered by a disease, but do
you need that covering of disease to
experience your natural, healthy state?
Similarly, I do not need to think, “I am
American,” “l am German,” “I am this,” "1
am that”—all these impure, diseased
ideas—to experience my pure conscious-
ness: “I am a spirit soul, part and parcel of
God.”

Prof. Diirckheim: But in order to get
there, to feel that one is neither “this” nor
“that,” one must first have suffered by
having thought that one is this or that.
Srila Prabhupada: No, suffering is not
necessary. To experience your pure spiri-

tual consciousness you do not have to go
through suffering. Suffering is just like a
bad dream. Let us say you dream that you
are being attacked by a tiger —but there is
no tiger. So actually there is no suffering,
but on account of ignorance you are
thinking, “The tiger is eating me.” This
dreaming experience is simply material —it
is not a spiritually enlightening experience.
It is an unwanted thing. You do not need
it. But this material, dreaming experience
will go on continually. As long as we are
attached to temporary, material sense
pleasures, we will get new material bodies,
one after another. Even in this single
lifetime —in your childhood you experi-
enced a body that was much different from
the body you are experiencing at this time.
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So as we are getting new material bodies
we are getting different experiences, and
all of those experiences are photographed
within the mind. Sometimes they come
out at night and intermix, and we see more
dreams, and we experience so many con-
tradictory things. All of this— daytime and
nighttime —is simply hovering on the men-
tal plane. Thisis not the spiritual plane. As
Krsna explains in the Bhagavad-gita [3.42],

indriyani parany ahur
indriyebhyah param manah
manasas tu para buddhir
vo buddheh paratas tu sah

“The bodily senses are superior to dull
matter; mind is higher than the senses;
intelligence is still higher than the mind;
and the soul is even higher than the intel-
ligence.” So we have to transcend all our
material designations. Then we come to
real consciousness— ‘I am eternal, God is
eternal, I am part and parcel of God, my
duty is to serve God.” Of course, here in
the material world I am also serving. I am
not free from service. But I am serving
under material designations. For example,
perhaps during the last war you went to
fight, because you might have designated
yourself, “I am German.” “I must fight,
give service to my country.” Everybody is
thinking, “Let me give service to my
community” or “to my family,” or if there
is nobody else, at least *'to my dog.” This is
going on. So we have to get rid of all these
designations and become pure and serve
God. In other words,

sarvopadhi-vinirmuktar
tat-paratvena nirmalam

hrsikena hrsikesa-
sevanam bhaktir ucyate

“If anyone actually wants to get free from
all material designations and purify his
senses, then he should simply engage all
his senses in serving Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, the master of all
the senses.” [Narada-paricaratra| Take
Arjuna, for example. Arjuna was in so
much anxiety on the Battlefield of Kuru-
ksetra. Have you read our Bhagavad-gita
As It Is?
Prof. Diirckheim: Yes.
Srila Prabhupada: Arjuna was in anxiety
because he was thinking in terms of bodily
designations. “I belong to this family—on
the other side are my cousin-brothers, who
belong to the same family—so why shall I
fight them? Let them enjoy.” Now, from
the material point of view, Arjuna seemed
to be a very good man, but Krsna con-
demned him: afocydn anvasocas tvam
prajiid-vadams ca bhasase—“You are talk-
ing very high words, but you are Fool
Number One.” Arjuna was talking on the
platform of this bodily conception of life,
~ but after hearing the Bhagavad-gitd, he

4 BACK TO GODHEAD

understood, “l am not this body—1 am an
eternal servant of Krsna, and my duty is to
obey the orders of Krsna.” Superficially he
remained the same soldier, but in the
beginning he had been a soldier under a
bodily designation, and now he became a
soldier ready to carry out the order of the
Supreme. That is the difference. So when
you act not to gratify this material body
but to carry out the orders of the Supreme,
that is self-realization.

Prof. Diirckheim: There’s only one way

When we
understand, “I
am not this body —
I am the active
principle within
this body,” then
our misconcep-
tions will
vanish.

to world peace—the leaders must attain
self-realization.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. That is stated in
the Bhagavad-gita. Everyone should
understand, “I am not the enjoyer; nobody
but Lord Krsna is the enjoyer.” Today most
people are trying to be the enjoyers of this
world, and that is false. The real enjoyer is
the Supreme Lord. We are trying to occupy
this land, that land. “This is Germany.”
“This is France.” “This is/India.” “This is
my land, and my land is worshipable.” But
we should know that no land belongs to
us. Everything belongs to God. The land
was not created by us; the ocean was not
created by us. Why should we claim, “This
is the Scandinavian ocean” or “This is the
English ocean™? This is all false, imagina-
tion. So we have to come to this under-
standing — that nothing belongs to us. The
United Nations—they've been quarreling
for the last thirty years, but they are fighting
on false ground, because everyone is
thinking, “This land is mine; I must protect
it.” Because they have no self-realization,
there is no peace.

Prof. Diirckheim: As soon as two men
who are self-realized meet, there can be
no war. There's a very wonderful story
about when the Emperor of Japan wanted
to take over the leadership again after he

had been the high priest for many years.
The Emperor’s spiritual master ap-
proached the opposing general, and the
general, being a self-realized man himself,
said, ‘Well, all right.” In twenty minutes
things were all in order. They resolved the
matter gently, and without a single shot
peace was established, because these two
men had a high level of self-realization.
Srila Prabhupada: So that is our point—
that every one of us must realize, “I am a
servant of God, a child of God, and
everything belongs to the father.” We can
use our father’s property as much as we
require for our maintenance, but not more
than that. If you think like this, this is
Krsna consciousness, and there will be no
more war. Everything will be peaceful.
Prof. Durckheim: In my work I always
feel great difficulty, again and again, in
understanding that we are all sons of God.
It’s one thing to know it theoretically, but
it’s a vastly different thing to feel it and to
experience it.

Srila Prabhupada: Itis a verysimple thing.
Suppose you have not seen your father;
you are a posthumous child. But you must
believe that there is a father. Without your
father there is no possibility of your exis-
tence. This is something that the Christian™
people have experienced. They go to
church—"0 Father, give us our daily
bread.” So there is a supreme father. That
is confirmed in the Bhagavad-gita. Krsna—
God—says, “I am the seed-giving father of
all living entities in all the various forms of
life.” So as soon as you speak of a father,
that means he must have a son or sons;
and as soon as there is a son, he must have
a father. So this is a matter of science, not
sentiment. :

Prof. Diirckheim: It's one of the great
phrases of the Gospel of Saint John which
the church forgot, that Christ always says,
“I am the son of God and you are my
brothers. You are sons of God, just as I
am.”

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Everyone is the
son of the Lord. But they do not agree
now. Now, as soon as you say, “Everyone is
a son,” the so-called Christians say, “No,
Christ is the only son.” But Christ said, “I
am a son, and you are also sons.” This is
the actual fact. Krsna says,

sarva-yonisu kaunteya
mitrtayah sambhavanti yah
tasam brahma mahad yonir
aham bija-pradah pita
“It should be understood that all species
of life, O son of Kunti, are made possible
by birth in this material nature and that I
am the seed-giving father.” [Bg. 14.4]
Prof. Diirckheim: Wonderful.
Srila Prabhupada: Material nature is the
mother. Material nature gives the body,
but the soul is part and parcel of God. God



impregnates material nature with the soul,
and the soul appears in so many species of
life. So self-realization is very easily ex-
plained as samah sarvesu bhiitesu: giving
equal treatment to all living entities,
because all of them are spirit souls, part
and parcel of God. But because most
people have no spiritual knowledge, they
think that humanitarian work means to
give all facility to the human being and
none to the animals. Or they talk of
“nationalism.” A “national” is anyone who
has taken birth in their land, and yet they
are slaughtering the poor animals who

have taken birth there. This is their-

“nationalism.” So everything is going
wrong on account of this wrong concep-
tion of life: “I am this body.” But when we
understand, "I am not this body—1 am the
active principle within this body,” then our
misconceptions will vanish. That is the
beginning of spiritual realization, or self-
realization.

Prof. Diirckheim: And this understand-
ing has to be an experience.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, you can experi-
ence it. On account of foolishness, people
are thinking differently, but everyone really
knows, “I am not this body.” This is very
easy to experience. I am existing. [ under-
stand that [ have existed in a baby body, I
have existed in a child body, and also in a
boy body. So I have now existed in so many

bodies. Or, for example, you have now
dressed yourself in a black coat. The next
moment you can dress yourself in a white
coat. But you are not that black or white
coat; you have simply changed coats. If T
call you “Mr. Black Coat,” that is my
foolishness. Similarly, I have changed
bodies, but I am not any of these bodies.
This is self-realization.

Prof. Diirckheim: And yet isn't there a
difficulty, in that you may already have
understood very well that you are not the
body—but as long as you, for instance, still
have the fear of death, you didn't under-
stand by experience? As soon as you've
understood by experience, you have no
fear of death, because you know that you
can’t die.

Srila Prabhupada: So experience is re-
ceived from a higher authority, from
someone who has higher knowledge. In-
stead of my trying to experience for years
and years that I am not this body, I can
take the knowledge from Krsna, the
perfect, and then my experience is
received.

Prof. Diirckheim: Yes, I understand.
Srila Prabhupada: .. Therefore the Vedic
instruction is tad-vijaanarthar sa gurum
evabhigacchet. “In order to get first-class
experience of the perfection of life, you
must approach a guru.” And who is a guru?
Whom should I approach? I should ap-

proach someone who is guru-srotrivam —
one who has heard from his guru per-
fectly—that guru. This is called guru-
parampara, disciplic succession. I hear
from a perfect person, and I distribute the
knowledge the same way, without any
change. Lord Krsna gives us knowledge in
the Bhagavad-gitd—and we are distributing
the same knowledge. I am always inex-
perienced, because my power of under-
standing is very little; therefore I must get
knowledge from a person who has perfect
knowledge. Then my knowledge is perfect.
For instance, a child may not know what
this microphone is. So he asks his father,
“What is this, father?” And his father says,
“My dear child, it is a microphone.” Now
the child knows, “This is a microphone.”
Although the child’s capacity may be
imperfect, still his knowledge is perfect.
So this is our process. We are getting
knowledge from Krsna, the most perfect.
Or you can get knowledge from Jesus
Christ; that is also perfect, because the
source is perfect. But we have to receive
knowledge from the perfect source, not
by the ascending process—experiencing,
failure, experiencing, failure, experienc-
ing, failure. Not like that. That will take a
very long time. But if you actually want to
become perfect, just approach the perfect,
take knowledge from him, and you will
experience perfection. o
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IN THE HILLS OF WEST VIRGINIA

PRABHUPADA’
PALACE

“It Looks Like Heaven”

by JAGAJTVANA DASA
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You won'’t believe it’s in West
Virginia,” warns one reporter.
“You won'’t believe it's in the United
States.”

A recent visitor says, “I've never
seen such a beautiful place in my
life. It looks like heaven.”

“In the wooded hills of Marshall
County,” says the Wheeling News-
Register, “off U.S. 250 in Limestone,
old farmhouses and barns dot the
countryside. Driving along the back
roads, one sees acres of woods
interspersed with hayfields and
herds of cattle.

“But driving around a sharp bend
on one of those rutted byways, a

traveler may think he is seeing a
mirage. For perched on a ridge
overlooking miles of farmland and
woods is a palace.

“A palace made with gold, silver,
marble, onyx, stained glass, and
teakwood. A palace with
handpainted ceilings modeled after
the works of European masters. A
palace that has taken six years to
build. Srila Prabhupada’s Palace, in
the Hare Krishna community of New
Vrindaban. . . )"

Adds the New York Times, “The
magnificently opulent black-and-
gold-domed palace . . . has left many
of the visitors gawking. It has Italian

marble floors, walls inlaid with
Iranian onyx, gold-leafed column
caps, stained-glass windows in the
shape of peacocks, numerous crystal
chandeliers, and downspouts outside
in the shape of elephant heads. All
this sits atop a ridge overlooking
miles of hills, forests, and farmlands
in all directions.”

Professor George Clark, of Ohio
State University's Department of
Architecture, says, “This could turn
into one of the most important and
informative tourist attractions in the
country.”

And yet as the Pittsburgh Press
notes, “Prabhupada’s Palace was
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Planning and building took a full six years

Kirtandnanda Swami Bhaktipada (top, at right) conceived
the project and saw it through in all its details. Bhagavat-
ananda dasa (top left) drew up the plans, engineered the
construction, and spent long hours carving intricate floral
pillars and arches (above) that would ultimately be cast in
concrete, Sparks fly in the wrought-iron shop (right) as a
devotee makes gates for the Palace.
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built entirely by Krishna devotees,
most of them unskilled before the
project began.”

“Strictly speaking,” says Hans
Keilman, a Dutch architect and
industrial designer, “the Palace does
not follow the rules of architecture.”

And Bhagavatananda dasa, one of
the designers, admits, “I haven't the
slightest idea whether we broke the
rules or not. I don’t even know what

¥EYO YAYDUYHE OLOHd

A crystal sconce (left) gets
finishing touches from
Isani-devi dasi, who
designed forty sconces and
chandeliers for the Palace.
Artists worked from
scaffolds to paint murals
near the ceiling (above).
(To paint on the ceiling,
they worked Michelangelo-
style, on their backs.)

the rules are.”

“This building transcends
architectural considerations,”
explains Keilman. “Ordinarily, a
building gets its beauty from two
things— the money that goes into it,
along with the skill of the architect.
But this building’s beauty comes
from the inspiration of the people
who worked on it. They designed it
by getting inspired as they went

Cutting marble (left)
was one of the many
skills the devotees had
to teach themselves.
“In the beginning,” Srila
Bhaktipada told the
New York Times, “we
didn’t even know how
to lay blocks. As our
Krsna consciousness
developed, our building
skills developed, then
our creativity
developed and the
scope of the project
developed.”

¥SLA OLOHA
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along. They just stayed and worked
and became inspired. So you
wonder, ‘What, exactly, could have
inspired them?”

“This is the great riddle,” says
Bhagavatananda. ““What made
these people do this?

“It certainly wasn’t the money
we spent during the years of
construction. That came to about
$500,000, or just $10 a week per
devotee (there are 200 devotees
here). And we didn’t have any kind
of professionally drawn architectural
plan. It’s not a matter of what
inspired the Palace. It's a matter of
who inspired the Palace.”

That was His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.
In 1965 Srila Prabhupada left India
for America. With him he carried a
few copies of his translations of the
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“The magnificently opulent
temple” (counterclockwise
from right, above): (1) A
gold-leafed roof bracket.
(2) Onyx and marble from
Turkey, Italy, and France
form a centerpiece in the
floor of the main hall.

(3) Inside the main dome,
sixteen oil paintings of
Krsna's pastimes surround a
central ornament of carved
gypsum, cement, and metal
filigree, with hanging
crystals—4,200 separate
pieces in all. (4) The gold-
leafed main spire is solid
concrete and weighs 300
tons. (5) Looking up in the
main hall. (6) Brilliant
stained-glass windows, each
design unique, line the
Palace’s outer hallways.

(7) $rila Prabhupada (left),
depicted in his study. “The
idea,” says Srila Bhaktipada,
“is to preserve the memory
of Srila Prabhupéda in his
most important activity of
translating the Vedic
literatures.”

Vedic literatures plus the order of
his spiritual master —to bring to
modern man the spiritual peace and
fulfillment of the Krsna conscious
culture. In 1968, shortly after the
New Vrindaban farming community
had gotten its start, Prabhupada
talked about its significance.

“The Vrindaban conception,” he
said, “is that of a transcendental
village without the botherations of
the modern industrial atmosphere.
In Krsna’s homeland of Vrindaban,
the people can fully depend on
nature’s beauty and the cows, and
this New Vrindaban should be such
an ideal village—where the residents
will have simple living and high
thinking.”

Srila Kirtanananda Swami
Bhaktipada (one of Prabhupada’s
first American disciples and New
Vrindaban’s organizer from the very
beginning) says that the turning
point in the community’s life has
been the Palace. “We were planning
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that our first major building effort
would be a temple for Krsna,” he
says. “But after a while I began to
think this was not exactly right. The
Vedic literatures say that one has to
approach Krsna through the
spiritual master. So we decided first
of all to construct a palace for
Prabhupada.

“There is no one in the world who
can compare to Prabhupada— what
he has done for the whole world by
bringing Krsna consciousness to
light and making it available to
everyone. That Krsna consciousness
should spread throughout the
world,” says Bhaktipada, “was the
desire of Lord Sri Krsna Caitanya
when He appeared in India five
centuries ago. But what Lord
Caitanya started was not actually
developed and manifest until
Prabhupada. He has taken that seed
and made it grow into a great tree
with much nice fruit in the form of
love of God. So the Palace is a
means of bringing Prabhupada to
the world.”

12 BACK TO GODHEAD

On opening night,
fireworks illumine the
Palace (above), and
devotees cheer as the
inner doors open upon
the figure of Srila
Prabhupada (right).
“It’s very nice,” says
Srila Bhaktipada,
“when we have guests
come and they look all
around the Palace and
admire how nice it is.
And when they see
Prabhupada and say,
‘This is the best thing,’
then we feel like we've
been successful.”
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

Seeing Technology in a Spiritual Light

This exchange between His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
and some of his students took place on a
morning walk in Chicago, in July 1975,

Student: Earlier you were saying that the
Western world is spiritually blind and that
India is technologically lame, but that if
they combine their resources, then both
India and the West will benefit.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. If the Western
world, the blind man, takes India, the lame
man, on its shoulders, then the lame man
can point the way spiritually and the blind
man can sustain them materially, techno-
logically. If America and India pool their
technological and spiritual resources, this
combination will bring about perfect
peace and prosperity all over the world.
How blind these Americans are. They
have attained the human form of life—
such an intelligent form of life—and yet
they are utilizing it for riding motor boats
in the lake. You see? A human being should
use every moment for regaining his God
consciousness. Not a single moment
should be wasted—and these people are
simply finding new ways to waste time.
Of course, the Americans are doing
things in a very nice way, with great
technological advancement, but what they
are doing is blind. You may be a very good
driver, but if you are blind, then how well
will you drive? You'll create disaster. So
the American people must open their eyes
spiritually, so that their good driving
capacity will be properly utilized. Now
they're trying to see through microscopes.
But as long as they remain blind to their
own spiritual identity, what will they see?
They may have microscopes or this ma-
chine or that machine —but they are blind.
That they do not know.
Student: I think most Americans are more
interested in raising a family than in self-
realization.
Srila Prabhupada: Krsna consciousness is
not hindered by family life, one way or the
other. Ahaituky apratihata. God conscious-
ness cannot be checked by anything—if
you are sincere. In any circumstances you
can be engaged. You can execute Krsna
consciousness in four ways: pranair arthair
dhiya vaca—by your life, by your money,
by your intelligence, and by your words.
So if you want to be a family man—if you
cannot dedicate twenty-four hours daily —
then earn money and use it to spread Krsna
consciousness. And if you cannot earn
money, then use your intelligence. There
is so much intellectual work to do—
publication, research, and so on. If you

cannot do that, then utilize your words to
tell people about Krsna. Wherever you
may be, simply explain to someone, “Krsna
is the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Just offer your obeisances to Krsna.”
Finished. So where is the scarcity of
opportunities? You can serve Krsnain any
capacity, provided you want to serve. But
if you want to engage Krsna in your
service, that is a blunder. People are going
to church—“Krsna, serve us; give us our
daily bread.”

People manufacture their own problems.
Actually, there are no problems. Ifavasyam
idam sarvam: God has arranged every-
thing. He has made everything perfect and
complete. You see so many fruits for the
birds—so sumptuously supplied. Pirnpam
idam: Krsna has already supplied every-
thing in sufficient quantity. But these
rascals are blind—they do not see this.
They are trying to “adjust.” Why do they
need to make an “adjustment”? Everything
is already sufficient. It is just that people
are misusing things. But otherwise, they
already have sufficient land, sufficient
intelligence —everything is sufficient.

In Africa and Australia they have so
much land—and instead of relying on
nature's bounty of crops, they are raising
cattle to kill them. This is their intelligence.
People are growing coffee and tea and
tobacco, even though they know these
things hurt their health. In some parts of
the world people are dying for want of
grain, and yet in other parts of the world
people are growing tobacco, which will
only bring disease and death. This is their
intelligence.

The problem is that these rascals do not
know that life is meant for understanding
God. Ask anyone. Nobody knows. They
are such fools. Don't you see how much
care they are taking for dogs? They're
blind: they do not know whether they'll be
God conscious or “dog conscious.” The
dog runs on four legs, but people think
they have become advanced because they
can run by car —on four wheels. They think
they have become civilized, but their
business is running, that’s all.

Student: And the purpose for the running
is the same —eating, sleeping, mating, and
defending.

Srila Prabhupida: Yes. If the purpose is
the same as a dog’s, then what is the use of
running by car? Of course, you can use the
car for reaching people with the message
of Krsna consciousness. You can use
everything for Krsna. That is what we
teach. If there is a nice car, why should I
condemn it? Utilize it for Krsna; then it is
all right. We don’t say, “Give it up.” No."
When you have produced something by
your God-given intelligence, it is all right —
if you use it for God. But when you use it
for other purposes than Krsna, then it is
nonsense.

Take this car —so nicely decorated. If I
say, "It is all nonsense,” is that very intel-
ligent? No. “The purpose for which you
have created this car—that is nonsense.”
So we simply want people to change their
consciousness. We don’t condemn the
things they have produced.

For instance, with a knife you can cut
vegetables and fruit, but if you use it for
cutting your throat, that is bad. So now
people are using the knife of technology
for cutting their own throat, for forgetting
all about self-realization, Krsna conscious-
ness. This is bad.

Nr-deham adyam sulabham sudur-
labham plavam sukalparm: our human
body is just like a good boat—with our
human intelligence we can cross the ocean
of nescience, the ocean of repeated birth
and death in this material world. And guru-
karnadharam/ maydnukiilena nabhasva-
teritam puman bhavabdhim na taret sa
atma-ha: we have a favorable wind—
Krsna'sinstructionsin the Vedic literatures —
plus we have a good captain, the bona fide
spiritual master, who can guide us and
enlighten us. With all these facilities, if we
cannot cross the ocean of nescience, then
we are cutting our throat. The boat is
there, the captain is there, the favorable
wind is there, but we are not utilizing them.
That means we are killing ourselves. &k
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Book Section

The Beautiful Story of the Personality of Godhead
— — e 1 .
SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM
Translation and commentary by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

Second Canto: “The Cosmic Manifestation”

CHAPTER FOUR
The Process of Creation

As our seriglized presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam continues, the
great King Pariksit is requesting Sukadeva Gosvami, his spiritual master,
to explain how the Supreme Personality of Godhead creates, maintains,
and destroys the material world.

(purport continued from last issue)

Mahiraja Pariksit did not ask his spiritual master, Sukadeva Gosvami,
to narrate Lord Krsna’s pastimes in Vrndavana; he wanted to hear first

about the creation of the Lord. Sukadeva Gosvami did not say that the .

King should hear about the direct transcendental pastimes of the Lord.
The time was very short, and naturally Sukadeva Gosvami could have
gone directly to the Tenth Canto to make a shortcut of the whole thing, as
generally done by the professional reciters. But neither the King nor the
great speaker of Srimad-Bhagavatam jumped up like the organizers of
" Bhagavatam; hoth of them proceeded systematically, so that both future
readers and hearers might take lessons from the example of the pro-
cedure of reciting Srimad-Bhagavatam. Those who are in control of the
external energy of the Lord, or in other words those who are in the ma-
terial world, must first of all know how the external energy of the Lord is
working under the direction of the Supreme Personality, and afterwards
one may try to enter into the activities of His internal energy. The mun-
daners are mostly worshipers of Durga-devi, the external energy of
Krsna, but they do not know that Durga-devi is but the shadow energy of
the Lord. Behind her astonishing display of material workings is the
direction of the Lord, as confirmed in the Bhagavad-gita (9.10). The
Brahma-samhita affirms that Durga-éakti is working by the direction of
Govinda, and without His sanction the powerful Durga-éakti cannot
move even a blade of grass. Therefore the neophyte devotee, instead of
jumping at once to the platform of transcendental pastimes presented by
the internal energy of the Lord, may know how great the Supreme Lord
is by inquiring about the process of His creative energy. In the Caitanya-
caritamyta also, descriptions of the creative energy and the Lord's hand
in it are explained, and the author of Caitanya-caritimrta has warned
the neophyte devotees to be seriously on guard against the pitfall of
neglecting knowledge about Krsna in regard to how great He is. Only
when one knows Lord Krsna's greatness can one firmly put one’s
unflinching faith in Him; otherwise, like the common man, even the
great leaders of men will mistake Lord Krsna for one of the many
demigods, or a historical personality, or a myth only. The transcendental
pastimes of the Lord in Vrndavana, or even at Dvaraka, are relishable
for persons who have already qualified themselves in advanced spiritual
techniques, and the common man may be able to attain to such a plane by
the gradual process of service and inquiries, as we shall see in the
behavior of Maharaja Pariksit.

TEXT.’?
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yatha gopayati vibhur
yatha sarivyacchate punah

yam yar Saktim updasritya
puru-saktih parah puman

atmanari kridayan kridan
karoti vikaroti ca

yatha—as; gopdyati—maintains; vibhuh—the great; yathd—as;
samyacchate—winds up; punah—again; ydm ydm—as; Saktim—en-
ergies; updsritya—by employing; puru-saktih—the all-powerful;
parah—the Supreme; puman—Personality of Godhead; atmanam—
plenary expansion; kridayan—having engaged them; kridan—as also
personally being engaged; karoti—does them; vikaroti—and causes to be
done; ca—and.

TRANSLATION

Kindly describe how the Supreme Lord, who is all-powerful,
engages His different energies and different expansions in main-
taining and again winding up the phenomenal world in the sport-
ing spirit of a player.

PURPORT

In the Katha Upanisad (2.2.13) the Supreme Lord is described as the
chief eternal being amongst all other eternal individual beings (nityo
nityanarh cetanas cetandnam) and the one Supreme Lord who maintains
innumerable other individual living beings (eko bahiingri yo vidadhati ,
kaman). So all living entities, both in the conditioned state and in the
liberated state, are maintained by the Almighty Supreme Lord. Such
maintenance is effected by the Lord through His different expansions of
Self and three principal energies, namely the internal, external and
marginal energies. The living entities are His marginal energies, and
some of them, in the confidence of the Lord, are entrusted with the work
of creation also, as are Brahmai, Marici, etc., and the acts of creation are
inspired by the Lord unto them (tene brahma hrda). The external energy
(maya) is also impregnated with the jivas, or conditioned souls. The un-
conditioned marginal potency acts in the spiritual kingdom, and the
Lord, by His different plenary expansions, maintains them in different
transcendental relations displayed in the spiritual sky. So the one
Supreme Personality of Godhead manifests Himself in many (bahu
syam), and thus all diversities are in Him, and He is in all diversities, al-
though He is nevertheless different from all of them. That is the incon-
ceivable mystic power of the Lord, and as such everything is
simultaneously one with and different from Him by His inconceivable
potencies (acintya-bhedabheda-tattva).
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niinari bhagavato brahman
harer adbhuta-karmanah

durvibhavyam ivabhati
kavibhis capi cestitam

niinam—still insufficient; bhagavatah—of the Personality of God-
head; brahman—O0 learned brahmana; hareh—of the Lord; adbhuta—
wonderful; karmanah—one who acts; durvibhavyam—inconceivable;
iva—like that; abhdti—appears; kavibhih—even by the highly learned;
ca—also; api—in spite of; cestitam—being endeavored for.

TRANSLATION

O learned brihmana, the transcendental activities of the Lord
are all wonderful, and they appear inconceivable because even
great endeavors by many learned scholars have still proved insuffi-
cient for understanding them.

PURPORT

The acts of the Supreme Lord, in the creation of just this one universe,
appear inconceivably wonderful. And there are innumerable universes,
and all of them aggregated together are known as the created material
world. And this part of His creation is only a fractional portion of the
complete creation. The material world stands as a part only (ekirsena
sthito jagat). Supposing that the material world is a display of one part of
His energy, the remaining three parts consist of the vaikuntha-jagat or
spiritual world described in the Bhagavad-gita as mad-dhama or
sandtana-dhama, or the éternal world. We have marked in the previous
verse that He creates and again winds up the creation. This action is ap-

plicable only in the material world because the other, greater part of His

creation, namely the Vaikuntha world, is neither created nor annihi-
lated; otherwise the Vaikuntha-dhama would not have been called eter-
nal. The Lord exists with dhama; His eternal name, quality, pastimes,
entourage and personality are all a display of His different energies and
expansions. The Lord is called anadi, or having no creator, and adi, or

the origin of all. We think in our own imperfect way that the Lord is also -

created, but the Vedania informs us that He is not created. Rather,
everything else is created by Him (ndrayanah paro ’vyaktat). Therefore,
for the common man these are all very wonderful matters for considera-
tion. Even for great scholars they are inconceivable, and thus such
scholars present theories contradictory to one another. Even for the in-

significant part of His creation, this particular universe, they have no

complete information as to how far this limited space extends; or how
many stars and planets are there, or the different conditions of those in-
numerable planets. Modern scientists have insufficient knowledge of all
this. Some of them assert that there are one hundred million planets scat-
tered all over space. In a news release from Moscow dated 2/21/60, the
following piece of knowledge was relayed:

“Russia’s well-known professor of astronomy Boris Vorontsov-
Veliaminov said that there must be an infinite number of planets in the
universe inhabited by beings endowed with reason,

“It could be that life similar to that on earth flourishes on such
planets. : : :

“Doctor of Chemistry Nikolai Zhirov, covering the problem of at-
mosphere on other planets, pointed out that the organism of a Martian,

for instance, could very well adapt itself to normal existence with a low _

body temperature.

“He said that he felt that the gaseous composition of Martian at-
mosphere was quite suitable to sustain life of beings which have become
adapted to it.”

This adaptability of an organism to different varieties of planets is de-
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scribed in the Brahma-sarihita as vibhiiti-bhinnam; i.e., each and every
one of the innumerable planets within the universe is endowed with a
particular type of atmosphere, and the living beings there are more per-
fectly advanced in science and psychology because of a better at-
mosphere. Vibhiti means *“specific powers,” and bhinnam means
*variegated.” Scientists who are attempting to explore outer space and
are trying to reach other planets by mechanical arrangements must know
for certain that organisms adapted to the atmosphere of earth cannot ex-
ist in the atmospheres of other planets (Easy Journey to Other Planets),
One has to prepare himself, therefore, to be transferred to a different
planet after being relieved of the present body, as it is said in the
Bhagavad-gita (9.25):

yanti deva-vratd devan
Pitin yanti pitr-vratah

bhatani yansi bhitejya
yanti mad-ydjino ‘pi mam

*“Those who worship the demigods will take birth ameng the demigods,
those who worship ghosts and spirits will take birth among such beings,
and those who worship Me will live with Me.”

Maharaja Pariksit’s statement regarding the workings of the creative
energy of the Lord discloses that he knew everything of the process of
creation. Why then did he ask Sukadeva Gosvami for such information?"
Maharaja Pariksit, being a great emperor, a descendant of the Pandavas
and a great devotee of Lord Krsna, was quite able to know considerably
about the creation of the world, but that much knowledge was not suffi-
cient, He said therefore that even greatly learned scholars fail to know
about that, even after great effort. The Lord is unlimited, and His ac-
tivities are also unfathomed. With a limited source of knowledge and
with imperfect senses, any living being, up to the standard of Brahmaji,
the highest perfect living being within the universe, can never imagine
knowing about the unlimited. We can know something of the unlimited
when it is explained by the unlimited, as has been done by the Lord Him-
self in the unique statements of the Bhagavad-gita, and it can also be
known to some extent from realized souls like Sukadeva Gosvami, who
learned it from Vyisadeva, a disciple of Narada, and thus the perfect
knowledge can descend by the chain of disciplic succession only, and not
by any form of experimental knowledge, old or modern.

TEXT 9
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yatha gundris tu prakrter
yugapat kramaso ‘pi vd

bibharti bhirisas tv ekah
kurvan karmani janmabhih

yatha—as they are; gunan—the modes of; tu—but; prakrteh—of the
material energy; yugapat—simultaneously; kramasah—gradually;
api—also; va—either; bibharti—maintains; bhariSah—many forms;
tu—but; ekah—the supreme one; kurvan—acting; karméani—activities;
Jjanmabhih—by incarnations.

TRANSLATION

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is one, whether He alone
acts with the modes of material nature, or simultaneously expands
in many forms, or expands consecutively to direct the modes of
nature.

TEXT 10
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vicikitsitam etan me
bravitu bhagavan yatha
sabde brahmani nisnatah
parasmims ca bhavan khalu

vicikitsitam —doubtful inquiry; etat—this; me—of me; bravitu—just
clear up; bhagavan—powerful like the Lord; yathd—as much as;
§dbde—sound transcendental; brakmani—Vedic literature; nispatah—
fully realized; parasmin—in transcendence; ca—also; bhavdn—your
good self; khalu—as a matter of fact.

TRANSLATION

Kindly clear up all these doubtful inquiries, because you are not
only vastly learnedsin the Vedic literatures and self-realized in
transcendence, but are also a great devotee of the Lord and are
therefore as good as the Personality of Godhead.

PURPORT

In the Brahma-sarmhitd it is said that the Supreme Absolute Truth,
Govinda, the Personality of Godhead, although one without a second, is
infallibly expanded by innumerable forms nondifferent from one
another, and although He is the original person, He is still ever young
with permanent youthful energy. He is very difficult to know simply by
learning the transcendental science of the Fedas, but He is very easily
realized by His pure devotees. ;

The expansions of different forms of the Lord, as from Krsna to
Baladeva to Sankarsana, from Sankarsapa to Vasudeva, from Vasudeva
to Aniruddha, from Aniruddha to Pradyumna and then again to second
Sankargana and from Him to the Nardyana purusdvatdras, and innumer-
able other forms, which are compared to the constant flowing of the un-
countable waves of a river, are all one and the same. They are like lamps
of equal power which kindle from one lamp to another. That is the tran-
scendental potency of the Lord. The Vedas say that He is so complete that
even though the whole complete identity emanates from Him, He still
remains the same complete whole (parpasya purnam ddaya parnam
evdvasisyate). As such, there is no validity in a material conception of the
Lord produced by the mental speculator. Thus He remains always a mys-
tery for the mundane scholar, even if he is vastly learned in the Vedic
literatures (vedesu durlabham adurlabham dtma-bhaktau). Therefore,
the Lord is beyond the limit of conception for mundane learned scholars,
philosophers or scientists, He is easily understandable for the pure devo-
tee because the Lord declares in the Bhagavad-gita (18.54) that after
surpassing the stage of knowledge, when one is able to be engaged in the
devotional service of the Lord, then only can one know the true nature of
the Lord. One cannot have any clear conception of the Lord or His holy
name, form, attributes, pastimes, etc., unless one is engaged in His tran-
scendental loving service. The statement of the Bhagavad-gita that one
must first of all surrender unto the Lord, being freed from all other
engagements, means that one must become a pure, unconditional devotee
of the Lord. Only then can one know Him by the strength of devotional
service.

Maharaja Pariksit admitted in the previous verse. that the Lord is in-
conceivable even for the greatest learned scholars. Why then should he
again request Sukadeva Gosvami to clarify his insufficient knowledge
about the Lord? The reason is clear. Not only was Sukadeva Gosvami
vastly learned in the Vedic literatures, but he was also a great self-
realized soul and a powerful devotee of the Lord. A powerful devotee of
the Lord is, by the grace of the Lord, more than the Lord Himself. The
Personality of Godhead Sri Rimacandra attempted to bridge the Indian
Ocean to reach the island of Lanka, but $ri Hanumanji, the unalloyed
devotee of the Personality of Godhead, could cross the ocean simply by
jumping over it. The Lord is so merciful upon His pure devotee that He
presents His beloved devotee as more powerful than Himself. The Lord
expressed Himself to be unable to save Durvisa Muni, although the Muni

was s0 powerful that he could reach the Lord directly under material
conditions. But Durvasa Muni was saved by Maharaja Ambarisa, a devo-
tee of the Lord. Therefore, not only is a devotee of the Lord more power-
ful than the Lord, but also worship of the devotee is considered
more effective than direct worship of the Lord (mad-bhakta-
pijabhyadhika). :

The conclusion is, therefore, that a serious devotee must first approach
a spiritual master who not only is well versed in the Vedic literatures but
is also a great devotee with factual realization of the Lord and His dif-
ferent energies, Without the help of such a devotee spiritual master, one
cannot make progress in the. transceridental science of the Lord. And a
bona fide spiritual master like Sukadeva Gosvami does not speak about
the Lord only in the matter of His internal potencies, but alse explains
how He associates with His external potencies.

The Lord's pastimes in the internal potency are displayed in His ac-
tivities in Vrndavana, but His external potential works are directed in
His features of Karanirnavasiyi Visnu, Garbhodakasayi Visnu and
Ksirodakasayi Visnu. Srila Viévanatha Cakravarti offers his good counsel
to the interested Vaisnavas when he says that they should not be in-
terested in hearing only about the Lord’s activities (like rasa-lil), but
must be keenly interested in His pastimes in His features of the
purusdvatdras in connection with srsfi-tattva, creational functions,
following the examples of Maharaja Pariksit, the ideal disciple, and
Sukadeva Gosvami, the ideal spiritual master.

TEXT 11
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sita uvaca
ity upamantrito rajiia
n gunanukathane hareh
hrsikeSam anusmrtya
prativakturi pracakrame

sitah uvdca—Sita Gosvami said; iti—thus; upamantritah—being re-
quested; rajid—by the King; guna-anukathane—in describing the
transcendental attributes of the Lord; hareh—of the Personality of God-
head; hrsikeSam—the master of the senses; anusmrtya—properly
remembering; prativaktum—just to reply; pracakrame—executed the
preliminaries.

TRANSLATION
Siita Gosvami said: When Sukadeva Gosvami was thus requested

by the King to describe the creative energy of the Personality of

Godhead, he then systematically remembered the master of the
senses [Sri Krsna], and to reply properly he spoke thus. '

PURPORT

The devotees of the Lord, while delivering speeches and describing
the transcendental attributes of the Lord, do not think that they can do
anything independently. They think that they can speak only what they

" are induced to speak by the Supreme Lord, the master of the senses. The

senses of the individual being are not his own; the devotee knows that
such senses belong to the Supreme Lord and that they can be properly
used when they are employed for the service of the Lord. The senses are
instruments, and elements are ingredients, all endowed by the Lord;
therefore whatever an individual can do, speak, see, etc., is under the
direction of the Lord only. The Bhagavad-gita (15.15) confirms this:
sarvasya cdham hrdi sannivisto mattah smrtir jianam epohanar ca. No
one is free to act freely and independently, and as such, one should al-
ways seek the permission of the Lord to act or eat or speak, and by the
blessing of the Lord everything done by a devotee is beyond the prin-
ciples of the four defects typical of the conditioned soul.
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TEXT 12
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sri-suka uvdca
namah parasmai purusaya bhiiyase
sad-udbhava-sthana-nirodha-lilaya
grhita-Sakti-tritaydya dehinam
antarbhavayanupalaksya-vartmane

$ri-Sukah uvaca—Sri Sukadeva Gosvami said; namah—offering obei-
sances; parasmai—the Supreme; purusdya—Personality of Godhead;
bhiiyase—unto the complete whole; sat-udbhava—the creation of the
material world; sthana—its maintenance; nirodha—and its winding up;
Iilaya—by the pastime of; grhita—having accepted; Sakti—power; tri-
tayGya—three modes; dehindm—of all who possess material bodies; an-
tah-bhaviya—unto He who resides within; anupalalsya—inconceiv-
able; vartmane—one who has such ways.

TRANSLATION

Sukadeva Gosvami said: Let me offer my respectful obeisances
unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead who, for the creation of
“the material world, accepts the three modes of nature. He is the
complete whole residing within the body of everyone, and His
ways are inconceivable. :

PURPORT

This material world is a manifestation of the three modes goodness,
passion and ignorance, and the Supreme Lord, for the creation, mainte-
nance and destruction of the material world, accepts three predominating
forms as Brahma, Visnu and Sankara (Siva). As Visnu He enters into
every body materially created. As Garbhodakasayi Visnu He enters into
every universe, and as Ksirodakasay1 Visnu He enters the body of every
living being. Lord Sri Krsna, being the origin of all visnu-tativas, is ad-
dressed here as parah puman, or Purusottama, as described in the
Bhagavad-gita (15.18). He is the complete whole. The purusdvatdras are

. therefore His plenary expansions. Bhakti-yoga is the only process by
which one can become competent to know Him. Because the empiric phi-
losophers and mystic yogis cannot conceive of the Personality of God-
head, He is called anupalaksya-vartmane, the Lord of the inconceivable
way, or bhakti-yoga.

TEXT 13
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bhityo namah sad-vrjina-cchide ‘satdm
asambhavayakhila-sattva-miirtaye

pumsdm punah paramahamsya dsrame
vyavasthitanam anumrgya-dasuse

bhiiyah—again; namah—my obeisances; sat—of the devotees or the
pious; wvrjina—distresses; chide—the liberator; asatdm—of the
atheists, the nondevotee-demons; asambhavdya—cessation of further
unhappiness; akhila—complete; sattva—goodness; miirtaye—unto
the Personality; purmsam—of the transcendentalists; punah—again;
paramaharhsye—the highest stage of spiritual perfection; d@srame—in
the status; vyavasthitdndm—particularly situated; anumrgya—the
destination; ddsuse—one who delivers.
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[Canto 2, Ch. 4, Text 13]

TRANSLATION

1 again offer my respectful obeisances unto the form of complete
existence and transcendence, who is the liberator of the pious
devotees from all distresses and the destroyer of the further ad-
vances in atheistic temperament of the nondevotee-demons. For
the transcendentalists who are situated in the topmost spiritual
perfection, He grants their specific destinations.

PURPORT

Lord $ri Krsna is the complete form of all existence, both material and
spiritual. Akhila means complete, or that which is not khila, inferior. As
stated in the Bhagavad-gita, there are two kinds of nature (prakrti),
namely the material nature and the spiritual nature, or the external and
internal potencies of the Lord. The material nature is called apara, or
inferior, and the spiritual nature is called superior or transcendental.
Therefore the form of the Lord is not of the inferior, material nature. He
is complete transcendence. And He is marti, or having transcendental
form. The less intelligent men, who are unaware of His transcendental
form, describe Him as impersonal Brahman. But Brahman is simply the
rays of His transcendental body (yasya prabha). The devotees, who are
aware of His transcendental form, render Him service; therefore the
Lord also reciprocates by His causeless mercy and thus delivers His devo-
tees from all distresses. The pious men who follow the rulings of the
Vedas are also dear to Him, and therefore the pious men of this world are
also protected by Him. The impious and the nondevotees are against the
principles of the Vedas, and so such persons are always hampered from
making advances in their nefarious activities. Some of them, who are
specially favored by the Lord, are killed by Him personally, as in the
cases of Ravana, Hiranyakasipu and Karhsa, and thus such demons get
salvation and are thereby checked from further progress -in their
demoniac activities. Just like a kind father, either in His favor upon the
devotees or His punishment of the demons He is ever kind to everyone
because He is the complete existence for all individual existence.

The paramaharisa stage of existence is the highest perfectional stage
of spiritual values. According to Srimati Kuntidevi, the Lord is factually
understood by the paramaharisas only. As there is gradual realization of
the transcendence from impersonal Brahman to localized Paramatma to
the Personality of Godhead, Purusottama, Lord Kysna, similarly there is
gradual promotion of one’s situation in the spiritual life of sannydsa.
Kuticaka, bahudaka, parivrajokdcarya and paramahamsa are gradual
progressive stages in the renounced order of life, sannydsa, and Queen
Kuntidevi, the mother of the Pandavas, has spoken about them in her
prayers for Lord Krsna (Canto One, Chapter Eight). The paramaharisas
are generally found among both the impersonalists and the devotees, but
according to Srimad-Bhagavatam (as clearly stated by Kuntidevi), pure
bhakti-yoga is understood by the paramaharisas, and Kuntidevi has es-
pecially mentioned that the Lord descends (paritraniya sidhiinim) es-
pecially to award bhakti-yoga to the paramaharsas. So ultimately the -
paramahamsas, in the true sense of the term, are unalloyed devotees of
the Lord. Srila Jiva Gosvami has directly accepted that the highest
destination is bhakti-yoga, by which one accepts the transcendental lov-
ing service of the Lord. Those who accept the path of bhalti-yoga are the
factual paramaharsas. ;

Since the Lord is very kind to everyone, the impersonalists, who ac-
cept bhakti as the means of merging in the existence of the Lord in His
impersonal brahmajyoti, are also awarded their desired destination. He
has assured everyone in the Bhagovad-gita (4.11): ye yatha mar
prapadyante. According to Srila Viévanatha Cakravarti, there are two
classes of paramaharisas, namely the brahmanandis (imperaonalists)
and the premanandis (devotees), and both are awarded their desired
destinations, although the premdnandis are more fortunate than the
brahmanandis. But both the brahmanandis and the premanandis are
transcendentalists, and they have nothing to do with the inferior, ma-
terial nature full of the existential miseries of life.

(continued in next issue)



“ABEAUTIFUL
SETTING
FOR A DIAMOND”

“As we began to work on Prabhupada’s home,
it began to take on the shape of a palace.”

The idea for Prabhupdada's
Palace came from His Divine
Grace Kirtanananda Swami
Bhaktipada, one of Prabhu-
pada’s first disciples. Under
Prabhupdda’s direction, it was
Bhaktipada who started the
New Vrindaban Community in
1968. And before passing away,
Prabhupada appointed him one
of the spiritual masters who
would initiate disciples. In his
room in New Vrindaban and
while riding about in his jeep,
supervising the community s
work, Bhaktipada answered
questions for the readers of
BACK TO GODHEAD.

BTG: Could you describe how
the idea for Prabhupada’s Pal-
ace got started?

Srila Bhaktipada: In 1973 we
were getting ready to start a
temple for Krsna at the Go-
vindajisite down at Bahulabana
[the principal farm at New
Vrindaban]. We had already
done the preliminary excava-
tion work and dug a little footer.
But I began to think, “This is
not very proper. We are making a home
for Krsna, but actually in our community
there is no home for Srila Prabhupada.” Of
course, whenever he came we gave him
the best house we had, but still there was
no home where we could say, “This is Srila
Prabhupada’shome.” So I thought, “Let us
first make a home for Srila Prabhupada,
because that is the proper way to approach
Krsna” If we want to render service to
Krsna, we first have to render service to
His devotee.

So we began. Actually, we laid the
cornerstones for both buildings on the
same weekend. We were expecting to be
able to finish Prabhupada’s home rather
quickly and get on with the temple. But as
we began to work on Prabhupada’s home,
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it began to take on the shape of a palace.
This was not the original conception—the
original idea was rather modest. The size
of the building is still modest, of course,
but the intricacy in the work is rather
unusual.

So the palace gradually developed, and
now we are ready to take up our next task,
which is to build a palace for Vrndavana-
candra, Lord Krsna.

BTG: Could you explain what Prabhu-
pada’s Palace is, what it means?

Srila Bhaktipada: Prabhupada’s Palace is
to Prabhupada what a beautiful setting is
to a diamond. The palace is a means of
drawing attention to Srila Prabhupada.

Unfortunately, during Prabhupada'’s life,
and almost up till now, Prabhupada has

never become very prominent
through the Hare Krsna move-
ment. Of course, he arranged it
that way. He could have made
it the Bhaktivedanta Swami
Movement—but he didn’t, be-
cause he is a humble Vaisnava,
a humble devotee. But as his
disciples, we should understand
that for the benefit of all hu-
manity, Prabhupada should be
as prominent as Jesus Christ.
Like the Christians, we accept
the philosophy that no one can
approach God except through
the pure devotee.

BTG: Could you explain that?
Srila Bhaktipada: Can you see
God?

BTG: No.

Srila Bhaktipada: Then you
have to hear from someone
who does see God. The spiri-
tual master sees God; therefore
he can instruct us.

BTG: People sometimes want
to know why a master whose
teachings are spiritual should
be worshiped with such ma-
terial opulence.

Srila Bhaktipada: By the same
token, they wonder why God should be
worshiped with opulence. But what do
they want to do with the opulence that
God has put everywhere? It’s not that they
want to neglect it. No. They say, “Let me
enjoy the opulence, and let us give God
nothing. After all, He is spiritual.”

BTG: But that opulence could have been
used to feed people or open hospitals.
Srila Bhaktipada: It has cost every devo-
tee in this community ten dollars a week to
build this palace. There are so many
people who spend ten dollars a week just
for cigarettes. Why don’t they give up
smoking cigarettes and feed the poor? No
one would criticize us if we spent that
amount on cigarettes and beer. But if we
take ten dollars a week and spend it to
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create a beautiful temple for a pure
devotee of the Lord—and then invite
everyone to come and see this beautiful
palace freely—they sometimes criticize.
This is called envy.

There was such an incident in the Bible
also. When someone broke open some
costly ointment and spread it on Jesus’s
feet, Judas said, “Why was this not sold
and given to the poor?” And the reply was,
“It’s not that you're interested in the poor,
Judas. You wanted to take the money and
spend it for yourself.”

If people are actually interested in

feeding the poor and.helping the dis-
tressed, there is plenty of money. Let them
stop all their own nonsense. Stop spending
to kill poor animals. Every person could
save at least ten or fifteen dollars a week if
they would just stop eating meat. What to
speak of all the land that would be saved
for growing food if they stopped feeding
grain to animals for slaughter. We could
sumptuously feed every man, woman, and
child on this planet if they would simply
stop killing the animals. Why should
people criticize us if we build a building to
glorify Krsna and His devotee? They are
simply envious: “Why wasn't this building
built for me?”
BTG: You said that making Prabhupada
prominent will benefit all humanity. How
is that so? After all, people may never
have heard of him, or they think of him as
areligiousleader of a particular group. . ..
Srila Bhaktipada: No matter how they
become acquainted with Srila Prabhu-
pada, they'll want to know more about
him. His books have been distributed for
the last ten years, but sometimes we
wonder how many people are reading
them. The books may be sitting on the
shelves. But if people come to Prabhu-
pada’s Palace and see the beauty of the
work and the devotion of those who have
worked here, they may take the books
down off the shelf and read them. Then
Prabhupéada can deliver them his mercy.

We have to give people a setting in which
they will feel the importance of hearing
from Srila Prabhupada. Otherwise they
may take him to be ordinary—just some
swami, or just some man who started a
movement or cult. If they actually see the
palace, they will feel, “This is unique.”
And when someone is in a very opulent
position, naturally people will listen,
because people are attracted by opulence.
BTG: Might one not argue that this is a
contrivance, that you could glorify any
ordinary man and people would think him
important?

Srila Bhaktipada: The difference is this.
Prabhupada always said that you can dress
a fool up to look like a king, but when he
opens his mouth anyone can understand,
“Oh, he is a fool.” So if someone is a fool,
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then there is no use in dressing himup asa
king. But if someone is actually a king and
you dress him like a king, that is proper. So
because Prabhupada actually should be
worshiped like this—because he actually
deserves this position, because he actually
looks right in this position —when he opens
his mouth and speaks, it sounds exactly
right too. Therefore it is perfect.

BTG: When people visit the palace, what
is it you want them to come away with?
Srila Bhaktipada: At the lowest level, they

“This will
become a
place of
pilgrimage,
where people can
come, relax, and
make spiritual
advancement
simply by

being here.”

can come away with some appreciation of
the building: “Oh, this is a beautiful
building.” Actually, that is Krsna con-
sciousness also. The building is related to
Krsna, so simply by appreciating the
building they make advancement in Krsna
consciousness. Almost all of them go away
with one of Prabhupada’s books. Almost
all of them say, *“We want to come back.”
Actually, that is the whole idea—that
this will become a place of pilgrimage,
where people can come, relax, and make
spiritual advancement simply by being
here. That is very important. Instead of
taking a vacation and going to some useless
place, take your vacation and go visit Srila
Prabhupéda and the Palace, get the world's
best prasada [spiritual food], and experi-
ence real spiritual life.
BTG: What do you mean by “a place of
pilgrimage"? We think of someone trek-
king to Mecca or Jerusalem. . . .
Srila Bhaktipada: The idea is that we
cannot expect everyone to become a full-
time devotee in the sense that he gives up
his whole materialistic way of life. But
Krsna consciousness says, “All right, if you
can't do that, then do this.” At one level, if
you are a family man or a businessman but
you want to go on vacation, then at least

once a year you can elevate your con-
sciousness by visiting such a holy place as
Srila Prabhupada’s Palace. That is an
advantage, because as you grow older you
will realize the value of this spiritual
consciousness.

According to our Vedic culture, one
shouldn’t remain in family life up to the
very end. Rather, when he’s fifty or fifty-
five he should retire and take up spiritual
life by going and living in a holy place. If
one can start this custom—visit a holy
place at least once a year, associate with
holy persons, taste the nectar of spiritual
life—then later in life that spiritual ad-
vancement will naturally follow.

BTG: Prabhupada said that this palace is
an expression of the love of the disciple
for the spiritual master. Could you explain
what this love is, what it means?

Srila Bhaktipada: That is the spiritual
master’s mercy, of course. Whatever his
son or his young child does, he accepts in
that way. Actually I have no love for
Prabhupada—but I wish I did. I am simply
praying to Prabhupada that if I continue
to worship him he will kindly bless me with
a little pure love. But actually I have no
real love or appreciation for Prabhupada.
I'll always feel that way. I wish I could love
Prabhupada. I see so many of my God-
brothers serving Prabhupada day and
night, and I am sitting here doing practi-
cally nothing.

Certainly these devotees who have built
the building have great love for Prabhu-
pada. They have sacrificed so much.
They've been working for years now,
winter and summer.

BTG: What is the benefit for them?
Srila Bhaktipada: That is the nature of
love. When you serve your beloved, your
service itself is the benefit. When you
speak of a “labor of love,” for the loveritis
not work. It is all joy. Therefore Prabhu-
pada said, “In Krsna consciousness there
is no work.” Someone said, “Prabhupéda,
sometimes a little work.” Prabhupada said,
“No—no work.” Actually that is a fact. In
Krsna consciousness there is no work —it
is all love. Therefore it is all joy. There is
only singing, dancing, and feasting in Krsna
consciousness. Whatever a devotee
speaks, that is poetry. Whatever a devotee
eats, it is a feast, because Krsna has first
tasted it. So there is singing, there is
feasting, and there is dancing. Simply
vibrate the Hare Krsna mantra—Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare—and you will dance
your whole life through.
BTG: Of course, some of the devotees
who built the palace are Prabhupada’s
disciples, and some of them are not—they
are your disciples. How do they fit in?
(continued on page 29)



EveryTown and Village

A look at the worldwide activities of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

Vatican City — Before embarking on his
recent pastoral tour of Europe and the
United States, His Holiness Pope John
Paul II received a copy of Bhagavad-gita
As It Is, the scripture that sets forth
the basic philosophy of the Krsna con-

sciousness movement. Mr. Ramsahai
Purohit, an international peace worker
from India and a member of the move-
ment, gave the Pope the book during
a personal audience at St. Peter’s Basilica.

Bhagavad-gita, the scripture most widely
known and revered in India, was written
in Sanskrit long before the birth of
Christ. Bhagavad-gita As It Is is a trans-
lation and commentary by His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada, the founder and spiritual preceptor
of the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness. More than four million
copies are now in print, in fourteen
languages.

Hare Krsna Festival Draws Millions

Calcutta— “People from all walks of life
joined the celebration,” reported the
Amrita Bazar Patrika. “A big chariot, with
all pomp and grandeur, was brought out in
central Calcutta by the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON). It was possibly the tallest
chariot ever in Calcutta.” Approximately
two million Calcutta residents turned
out to see the annual Ratha-yatra, or
Chariot Festival, honoring Jagannatha—
Krsna, the Lord of the Universe—and
organized by the ‘sahib-Vaisnavas,”

or Western devotees of Lord Krsna.

Heading up this year’s festival commit-
tee in Calcutta was Srila Jaya Patdka
Swami Acaryapada, coordinator of
ISKCON’s activities in Bengal and Orissa.
Srila Jaya Pataka Swami, who came to
India nine years ago from the United
States, is one of the few Westerners to
have received citizenship from the
Government of India.

When the chariot parade began (in
front of the ISKCON temple in Cal-
cutta), 300,000 people were gathered.

Traditionally the parade is led by musical
groups who chant prayers to Jagannatha
and play drums and cymbals. This year
twenty such sarkirtana parties from vil-
lages all over Bengal arrived and lined up
for a mile in front of the chariot, around
which hundreds of people crowded to get
a chance to pull it with long ropes.

The journey lasted several hours, and at
nightfall the procession was still underway.
The Calcutta police said it was the biggest
procession they had ever seen, even bigger
than those honoring heads of state. At the
end of the parade, hundreds of thousands
were waiting for lectures, chanting, and
prasada (sanctified food offered to Krsna
with love and devotion). Eight successive
evenings saw similar programs, each at-
tended by 50,000 people. In fluent Bengali,
Srila Jaya Patika Swami spoke about
Krsna consciousness, and children from
the ISKCON school in Mayapur, West
Bengal, performed well-received dramas.

By Popular Demand:
“Hare Krishna Road”

Bangalore, India— Race Course Road,
long one of the major thoroughfares in
this capital city of Karnataka state, is also
the home of the local Hare Krsna center.
Now, at the request of Bangalore’s citizens,
the state government has changed the
name to “Hare Krishna Road.”

Hare Krsna Calendar

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritual calendar that
divides the year into twelve months, each named for a dif-
ferent form of Krsna. The devotees at the |SKCON center
nearast you will gladly tell you about the meaning of tha
festivals listed hera.

Year 493 Caitanya Era- Vaisnava month of Nardyana

Locana dasa Thakura,

December 7 December 15 December 17
Disapr of 5 | Saphald-akadash Di ance of
Srimad Bhakti- (fasting from grains | Srila Uddhdrana
siddhanta Sarasvatl | and beans). Datta Thakura and
Gosvami Maharaja Disappearance of S| Sila Mahesa
Prabhupada DevAnanda Pandita. | Pandita.

December 20 becember 22 December 29
Appaarance of &rila | Di of Putradd-ekadasi

Srila Jiva Gosvami
and Srila Jagadisa
Pandita,

(fasting lram grains
and beans),

December 30

Appearance of 5rila
Jagadisa Panghita.
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The Biography of a Pure Devotee

MOVING TO
SECOND AVENUE

by SRILA SATSVARUPA DASA GOSWAMI

In the early summer of 1966, Srila
Prabhupdda was sharing a Bowery loft
with a young American friend. But when
the boy went crazy on drugs and drove
him out, suddenly Prabhupdda found
himselfin the street, homeless and alone.
S rila Prabhupada decided to phone Carl
Yeargens and ask him to help. Hearing
Prabhupada’s voice on the phone —it was
an emergency! —Carl at once agreed that
the Swami could move in with him and his
wife, Eva. Their place was close by, on
Center Street, five blocks west of Bowery
near Chinatown. Carl would be right over.

After Carl found Prabhupada, they
didn’t stop by Prabhupada’s loft, but went
straight to Carl’s place, an A .L.R. loft also,
but smaller—about eighty-five feet by
thirty. The main living area was large and
open, with areas for the kitchen and
bedroom partitioned off. There were
decorative indoor plants and a profusion
of throw pillows placed all around. Carl’s
loft was much brighter than the dingy,
factorylike space in the loft on the Bowery.
The floor was painted bright orange —Carl
used to say it looked like the deck of a
ship. The walls and ceiling were white,
and light from seven skylights filled the
room. Carl and Eva settled the Swami in
One corner.

Prabhupada had left his belongings at
David’s loft and didn’t want to go back, so
Carl went over to pick up a few of them.
Prabhupada asked him to leave most of
his things, including his books, suitcases,
and reel-to-reel tape recorder, where they
were.

Although by this time David had come
down from the intense effects of the LSD,
he remained rather crazy. When Carl
arrived at the loft, the door was locked
and David was inside —afraid to let anyone
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come in, although finally he relented. He
had shut and locked all the windows,
making the loft oppressively hot and stuffy.
Bill Epstein, who also came by that day,
analyzed David as having had “a drug-
induced nervous breakdown, a narco-
psychosis.” And although David was sorry
he had exploded at the Swami, neither Bill
nor Carl thought Prabhupada should live
with David again. Apparently Prabhu-
pada’s chances of making the loft into a
Radha-Krsna temple were finished. Carl
and Bill gathered up a few of Prabhupada’s
belongings, and David stayed behind in
the loft. He wanted to be alone. '

Carl Yeargens knew Srila Prabhupada’s
living habits well and wanted to accom-
modate him with a suitable place to live
and work. In a small alcove at one end of
his loft, Carl had a small study, which he
allocated for the Swami. Carl also setup a
cushioned dais and arranged the living
room around it so that guests could sit on
the floor in a semicircle. Carl’s wife, who
didn’t really like the idea of a swamimoving
in, agreed to cover a few cushions with
Indian madras material for him anyway.

Things went smoothly for a while.
Prabhupada continued his morning and
evening classes, and many of the Bowery
hip crowd came by. Three of his regular
callers lived right in the same building,
and a few others, including Carl’s brother,
were just around the block. Michael
Grant, James Greene —even David Allen
came once.

I'was at Carl’s loft, and the Swami comes
strolling in one day (relates Don Natheson,
a painter). So [ already knew he was on
the scene, from David's. Mostly musicians
were coming. They were enjoying that
private morning session with him. And
that s really strange in itself, because these
people were up almost all night and he

used to do it at six in the morning, for one
hour. He would lead them in chanting with
his hand cymbals—dot-dot-dah, dot-dot-
dah. It was strange, because that crowd
was heavy into drugs and they were well
read. But for a short period they used to
go every morning, nine or ten of them,
and they felt very good about it. They felt
very good that they did that in the morning.
The Swami was talking, and I remember
sitting with him. He was sitting around
eating with us.

According to Carl, the creative group
who came to see the Swami in his studio
were all quick to enter into the mood of
the kirtana, the chanting, but they were
“using it in their own ways, to supplement
their own private visions and ecstasies,”
with no real intention of adopting the
disciplines or the undivided worship of
Lord Krsna. Prabhupada was their first
real contact with a spiritual person, and
yet even without trying to understand, they
became absorbed in his kirtanas and in
what he had to say. Carl would invite them:
“Hey, come on. This is genuine. This is
real. You'll like it. It’s music. It's dance.
It’s celebration.” Carl saw that “people
just felt good being in the Swami’s presence
and meditating on the chanting and eating
the Swami’s cooking. It was unlike any-
thing they had experienced before, except
maybe for their moments of creative
insight.”

Yet for Carl and Eva, Srila Prabhupada’s
simple presence created difficulty. Never
before during his whole stay in America
had Prabhupidda been a more incon-
venient or unwanted guest. Carl’s studio
was arranged for him and his wife to live in
alone, using the bedroom, kitchen, and
living room any way they liked. If they
wanted to smoke marijuana or eat meat or
whatever, that was their prerogative. This






was Mr. Carl’'shome; he lived here with his
wife Eva and their dogs and cats, But now
they had to share it with the Swami.

Almost at once, the situation became
intolerable for Eva. She resented Prabhu-
pada’s presence in her home. She was a
feminist, a liberated white woman with a
black husband and a good job. She didn’t
like the Swami's views on women. She
hadn’t read his books or attended his
classes, but she had heard that he was
opposed to sexual intercourse except for
conceiving children, and that in his view
women were supposed to be shyand chaste
and help their husbands in spiritual life.
She knew about the Swami's four rules—
no meat-eating, illicit sex, intoxication, or
gambling—and she definitely did not want
Carl’s Swami trying to change their ways
to suit Aim. And he had better not expect
her to wait on him as his servant. She
sensed the Swami objecting to almost
everything she did. If she were to seek his
advice, he would probably ask her to stop
taking drugs, get rid of the cats and dogs,
stop drinking, and stop contraceptive sex.
If the Swami had his way, they would
probably eat only at certain times and only
certain foods. Eva was a heavy smoker, so
the Swami probably wouldn't like being
around her. She was ready for a confronta-
tion.

But Srila Prabhupdda was not one to
make intolerant demands while living in
another’s home. He made no demands or
criticisms, but kept to his allotted corner of
the loft. Hadn't he seen his hosts in Butler
eating meat and only remarked, “Think
nothing of it”? Nevertheless, his imposing
spiritual presence made Eva sorry Carl
had ever met him. To Eva, the Swami was
an inimical force —and she, being candid
and independent, let him know. As soon as
he asked whether she could bring him

" something, she replied, “Get it yourself.”

Carol Bekar saw the situation as being
extremely uncomfortable and tense —“Eva
was quite resentful.” Eva complained to
Carol: here she was paying rent for the
loft, working hard, and this man was trying
to change their way of life.

She couldn 't handle his teaching (Carol
Bekar relates), and she couldn t handle his
influence over Carl. She didn't feel so
constrained, but she felt that Swamiji was
making Carl feel constrained. And I think
she was right.

This was Eva’s main objection—the
Swami was influencing Carl. Her relation:
ship with Carl had only recently begun,
and Carl was aware that she needed much
of his time. He agreed with his wife, yet he
couldn’t refuse the Swami. He was inter-
ested in Indian music, poetry, and religions,
and here was a living authority, vastly
knowledgeable in all facets of Indian
culture, right in his home. Prabhupada
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would cook his meals in their kitchen, and
right away Carl would be there, eager to
learn the art of Indian cuisine. Carl also
wanted the Swami to show him how to
play the drum. They would have long talks
together.

Carl was trying to be something he really
wasn't (Carol Bekar relates), but he would
never have suggested that the Swami had
to leave. Swami, I am sure, was astute
enough to pick up on this tension. As soon
as he could, he tried to move to another
place.

Gradually, Carl reached an impasse in
his relationship with the Swami. He
couldn’t share his life with both his wife
and the Swami, and ultimately he was more
inclined towards his wife.

I couldn 't see my loft becoming a temple
(Carl relates). We saw our loft as ours. 1
have to put it on myself as much as anyone.
I could understand and absorb India
through an impersonal agency like a book
ora record, but here was the living repre-
sentative of Godhead, and to me it was as
difficult as anything I've ever had to do
before or since.

Prabhupdda was not insensitive to the
distress his presence occasioned. He didn’t
want to inconvenience anyone, and of
course, he could have avoided all incon-
venience, both for himself and for people
like Eva, if he had never come to America.
But he wasn’t concerned with convenience
or inconvenience, with pleasing Eva or
displeasing her. He wanted to teach Krsna
consciousness.

Prabhupada had a mission, and Carl’s
loft didn’t seem to be the right base for it.
Prabhupada’s friends all agreed: he should
move more into the center of things. The
Bowery and Chinatown were too far out
of the way. They would find him a new
place.

Forced by conditions that he accepted
as Krsna’s mercy, Prabhupada sat patiently,
trying not to disturb anyone, yet speaking
about Krsna consciousness from day to
night. Carl assured him that with half a
dozen people checking out the Lower East
Side, it wouldn’t take long to find a new
place, and they would all chip in together
and help him with the rent.

* * ®

A week passed, and no one had found a
suitable place for the Swami. One day
Prabhupada suggested that he and Carl
take a walk up to Michael Grant’s place
and ask him to help. . ..

I was awakened one morning very early
(Michael Grant relates), and Carl was on
the phone saying, “Swamiji and I were just
taking a walk, and we thought we'd come
up and see you.” I said, “But it'’s too early
in the morning.” And he said, “"Well,
Swamifi wants to see you.” They were very

near by, just down the street, so I had to
quickly get dressed, and by the time I got
to the door they were there.

I was totally unprepared, but invited
them up. The television set had been on
from the previous night, and there were
some cartoons on. The Swami sat between
Carl and me on the couch. We began to
talk, but Swamiji glanced over at the
cartoons on the television set and said,
“This is nonsense.” Suddenly I realized
that the television was on and that it was
nonsense, and I got up very quickly saying,
“Why yes, it is nonsense,” and turned it
off.
As Srila Prabhupada talked, he tried to
impress on Mike how difficult it was for
him to live with Carl and Eva, and Mike
listened. But was the Swami so sure he
couldn’t go back to the Bowery loft and
live with David Allen? Except for that one
incident, it had been a nice set-up, hadn’t
it? Prabhupada explained that David had
become a madman from too much LSD.
He was dangerous. Mike gave Prabhupada
a half-incredulous look —David Allen,
dangerous? But as Prabhupada spoke,
Mike began to feel transparent, with the
Swami's knowing glance probing into him.
Yes, David was dangerous. Mike didn’t
ask for any more details.

Mike could see that Swamiji was ap-
pealing to him for help, and as they all sat
together on the couch, Mike and Carl
quietly nodded in agreement. Prabhupada
was looking at Mike, and Mike was trying
to think.

“So how can we help, Swamiji?” Carl
interjected.

Mike felt uneasy. He explained that he
was a pianist and he had to practice every
day. He had two pianos, two sets of drums,
a vibraphone, and other instruments right
there in his apartment. Musicians were
always coming over to practice, and they
all played their instruments for hours. Also,
he was living with a girl, and there was a
cat in the apartment. But Mike promised
that he would help find the Swami a new
place. Prabhupada thanked him and, along
with Carl, stood to leave.

Mike felt obligated. He was good at
getting things done, and he wanted to do
this for the Swami. So the next day he went
to the Village Voice, got the first news-
paper off the press, looked through the
classified ads until he found a suitable
prospect, and phoned the landlord. It was
a storefront on Second Avenue, and an
agent, a Mr. Gardiner, agreed to meet Mike
there. Carl and Srila Prabhupada also
agreed to come.

Mr. Gardiner and Mike were the first to
arrive. Mike noted the unusual hand-
painted sign—“MATCHLESS GIFTS"—
above the front window. It was a holdover,
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THE ANATOMY
OF THE SOCIAL BODY

Centuries of political experiments have not altered
the basic structure of the body politic. Why?

by MATHURESA DASA

hroughout recorded his-

tory, in every society on the
face of the earth, we find dif-
ferent classes of men or divisions
of society. Despite all varieties of
political, social, economic, and
religious climates, classes exist.
Even modern democratic and
communistic ideals of equality
have failed to abolish class divi-
sions. Classes continue to exist,
and we can therefore conclude
that they are permanent. They
are inherent in human society
itself, just as our head, arms,
stomach, and legs are inherent in
our bodily structure.

The Vedic scriptures, the old-
est scriptures known to man,
describe four principal classes.
These are (1) an intelligent class
(brahmanas), (2) a martial or
administrative class (ksatriyas),
(3) a mercantile class (vaisyas),
and (4) a laborer class (sudras).
The qualities by which these
different classes work and by
which they can be recognized
are given in the Eighteenth Chap-
ter of the Bhagavad-gita:

“Peacefulness, self-control,
austerity, purity, tolerance, hon-
esty, wisdom, knowledge, and
religiousness—these are the

| VAISYAS
. (farmers,
merchants)

. advisors)

_ (priests, teachers,

KSATRIYAS

soldiers)

SUDRAS

already listed, and dsrama indi-

cates progressive spiritual stages.
(statesmen, The asramas are (1) student life,
5 (2) married life, (3) retired life,

and (4) renounced life, and they
are meant to train each man
to perform his duties for the
satisfaction of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, Krsna.
These divisions exist in human
society because human life is
different from the life of animals.
A human being has the ability to
inquire about spiritual life: “Who
am [? Why am I suffering? What
is God? What is my relationship
with Him?” These are questions
that can be posed by human
beings, and not by animals. Hu-
man life, therefore, offers us the
unique opportunity to reestablish
our lost relationship with the
Supreme Person. The Vedas
enjoin, athato brahma-jijidsa.:
“Now, in the human form of life,
is the time to inquire into the

Absolute Truth.” A human being
(craftsmen, who does not make this inquiry
. workingmen) the central purpose of his life is

loitering on the animal platform.
Animals can eat, sleep, mate, and
defend without caring for higher
goals, but a human being who
does so is wasting his valuable

qualities by which the brahmanas
work.

“Heroism, power, determina-
tion, resourcefulness, courage in
battle, generosity, and leadership are the
qualities of work for the ksatrivas.

“Farming, cow protection, and trade are
the qualities of work for the vaisyas, and
for the Sizdras there is labor and service to
others.” (Bg. 18.42-44)

The divisions in the social body are like those in our own body. The
social body must have a head to direct it, arms to protect it, a
stomach to feed it, and legs to support it.

These different classes of men, recog-
nized by their respective tendencies for
work, are always present, and the system
of social organization based on these
divisions is called varndsrama. Varna
indicates the four social divisions we have

life. The value of a thing is judged
by what one can attain with it.
With five thousand dollars, for
instance, you can purchase a nice
car. But if someone convinces you to spend
the same amount for an ordinary bicycle,
then he is a cheater, and you have been
tricked into wasting your money. Similarly,
if we spend our human life properly, under
the guidance of the ancient wisdom of the
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Vedas, we can attain an eternal, joyful life
full of knowledge; and if we spend it for
animal pleasures, we have been cheated.

The varndsrama institution, described
in the Bhagavad-gita and the Srimad-
Bhdgavatam, is a system of social organiza-
tion designed solely for this purpose—to
order society in such a way that every
human being, no matter what his position,
may peacefully cultivate God conscious-
ness and by that spiritual education make
a complete success of his life. By varndsrama
we achieve the equality which is only
advertised by other social systems. By
being educated in the science of Krsna,
God, everyone can have an equal oppor-
tunity to put an end to all the miseries of
material life by ultimately returning to the
kingdom of God.

In the Fourth Chapter of the Bhagavad-
gita, Krsna describes the varndsrama
system:

catur-varnpyam maya srstar
guna-karma-vibhagasah

tasya kartaram api mdm
viddhy akartaram avyayam

*According to the three modes of material
nature and the work ascribed to them, the
four divisions of human society were
created by Me. And although I am the
creator of this system, you should know
that I am yet the non-doer, being
unchangeable.” (Bg. 4.13)

Why do the four divisions exist? Krsna
says, maya srstam—"“because they were
created by Me.” We can understand that
any organized structure, such as a house
or a bridge, implies a creator. We look at a
sturdy house and question, “Who has built
this house?” Similarly, we must ask, “Who
isthe creator?” And Krsna says, “I am that
creator.” It is because God created the
divisions of society that they exist perma-
nently. Social or political structures created
by man and imposed upon human society
do not last, because they are concocted
and artificial. But these four divisions of
human society—the intellectual, martial,
mercantile, and laborer classes—were
created by God when He created human
society itself. The divisions are not imposed
or artificial. They are inherent by the divine
will. Rather than try to abolish them, we
should learn how to use them as they were
originally intended to be used by their
creator.

The divisions in society are like the
divisions in our body. Although the body
has different parts, they all must cooperate
for the body to survive. This is also true of
the social body. The social body must have
a head to direct it, arms to protect it, a
stomach to feed it, and legs to support it.
The intelligent class must give direction to
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society, based on the authority of the
Vedas, so that every man may realize his
eternal relationship with God. This is real
intelligence. Next, the administrative class
must protect society by upholding religious
principles and thus putting the general
population in a receptive mood toward
the guidance of the brahmanas. The vaisyas,
the mercantile class, are not meant to open
factories to mass produce useless items
and thus enslave millions of men for the
profit of an elite few. As explained in the

If you stub your
toe, the head
and arms are

focused on the
injured area.

Divisions of the

social body are

for cooperation—
not competition
or exploitation.

Bhagavad-gita, the vaisyas should produce
abundant grains by farming and should
protect cows. In this way, there will never
be a scarcity of the two most essential
foods for the human being—grains and
milk. And the sidras, the laborer class,
can render service to the other three
classes of society and thus have all their
necessities supplied to them. From the
example of the social body, we can under-
stand that no part of society is less impor-
tant than any other part. Do we consider
our legs less important than our arms?
Would we want to neglect our stomach?
Of course not. If you stub your toe, then
immediately the attention of the head and
the working power of the arms are focused
on the injured area. Divisions of the social
body are meant for cooperation—not for
competition or exploitation. This is the
purpose for which they were created.
After explaining that He is the creator
of the divisions of society, Krsna explains
how to identify these classes. This is
explained in the words guna-karma-
vibhagasah. Guna means quality, and
karma means activity. According to Lord
Krsna, the author of varpdsrama, we must
judge a man impartially by his qualifica-

tions and work. In other words, family
heritage, nationality, race, color, and creed
are not the criteria for the divisions of
society. The actual varnpasrama system
cannot be accused of discrimination or of
limiting the individual’'s opportunity to
follow his inclinations and aspirations. The
caste system of India, although using the
terminology of varndsrama (brahmana,
ksatriya, vaisya, $adra), is not actually
varnasrama, because it is based on he-
redity. The Indian caste system has dete-
riorated and failed for just this reason.
Someone born into a family of brahmanas,
the priestly or intellectual class, would
claim to be a brahmana automatically,
whether or not he had the qualifications,
and even if his activities were most degen-
erate. This is not at all sensible, nor is it
supported by the Gita. For example, the
son of a high-court judge may receive the
opportunity, by inspiration and instruction,
to become a high-court judge himself. But
he still requires training and education
before he seeks an appointment to that
post. He cannot claim to be qualified for
such a position merely on the strength of
his high parentage. Similarly, the son of a
doctor may naturally desire to practice
medicine and may take advantage of his
father’s experience. But he, too, requires
long years of training in medical school.
So the argument that birth qualifies one
for a certain post in society contradicts
common sense and is not supported by the
instructions of the Bhagavad-gitd. Anyone
is free to take any position in society,
provided he develops the qualifications.
Varnasrama cannot be accused of rigidity
or of restricting social mobility. The actual
varndsrama system trains and educates
the individual in the duties and occupation
for which he is already inclined. Lord
Krsna gives directions for that training in
the Bhagavad-gita and other Vedic litera-
tures. Any other system of training,
whether caste, communist, or democratic,
necessarily misguides society and spoils
the mission of human life.

tasya kartdram api mdm
viddhy akartaram avyayam

Krsna next explains that although He
created the varndsrama system, He is
transcendental to it. Varndsrama serves to
elevate the human being from the animal
consciousness of eating, sleeping, mating,
and fearing to the level of pure love of
God. Without this there is no meaning to
varnpasrama. Since Krsna is Himself the
Personality of Godhead, there is no need
for Him to take part in varpdasrama. When
He appears in human society, however, He
does participate in varnasrama just to set
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Higher Education

Gurukula, “the school of the
guru,” has no equivalent in
Western education. It Is all at
once a place of spiritual forma-
tion, character development,
academics, and vocational
training. A student enters usu-
ally at age five and stays as long
as his or her aptitudes permit.
On gaining minimum profi-
ciency, a child may either go on
to higher studies or take up ap-
prenticeship in a career suited
to his or her character. The pur-
pose of gurukula is to assist chil-
dren in living a God-centered
life. Bhiirijana dasa joined the
Krsna consciousness movement
in 1968, taught in Hong Kong
for four years, and for the past
three years has been headmaster
of the gurukula at the Krsna
farm near Port Royal, Pennsyl-
vania. Here freelance writer
Kurt Ald poses some often-
asked questions:
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because there is little or no
spiritual benefit in such activities.
Mr. Ald: Moving on from guru-
kula could really be tough if
they've known only a devo-
tional environment,

Bhurijana dasa: If a child has
been trained in gurukula, his
mind will be very sharp. If
education centers upon helping
the child understand the exis-
tence of the soul and the soul’s
relationship with Krsna, or
God, then the child gets a clear
idea of how to handle everyday-
life situations.

Mr. Ald: Let’s be specific. How
will these children earn their
living?

Bhirrijana dasa: In the tradi-
tional Vedic system, vocational
training starts early; according
to the aptitudes of the student.
Mr. Ald: Don’t gurukula chil-
dren have a rather narrow
frame of reference for choosing

Mr. Ald: Isn’t guwrukula training rather
isolating? How much do the childfen learn
of the world around them?

Bhiirijana dasa: Gurukula is not isolating;
but isinsulating. Parents and teachers have
a duty to safeguard children from disturb-
ing influences.

Mr. Ald: But then, one could argue that
it's a cold cruel world out there, and
children have to take care of themselves.
Bhurijana dasa: First of all, how could any
six-year-old or even ten-year-old take care
of himself? Children must be protected.
Later, after proper training, they'll have
their exposure to the cold cruel world. If
someone has been trained intelligently,
with a view to his or her God conscious-
ness, that child will handle living in the
material world better than any child
trained in a secular or public school. Most
people know that just plain exposure really
isn’t good. If it were, then they'd educate
their children bysending them outinto the

streets. No, people want their children to
be properly trained first. As far as exposure
for gurukula children is concerned, it is
selective. For example, we have a current
events class, but not a television.

Mr. Ald: But how will the children be-
come acquainted with the conditions of
the larger society? How do you decide just
what is insulating and what is isolating?
Do gurukula children get to interact with
other children?

Bhurrijana dasa: Sure. They're constantly
in touch with the people who come to see
our temples and farms, and they visit
relatives. We take field trips, also. Their
environment is not “closed.” At the same
time, we are not shy about saying that
Lord Krsna is the goal of life. The goal of
our educational system is to become
conscious of Krsna, specifically. So we can
make certain value judgments, because
we have a standard. The children don't
usually see movies or commercial theater,

a vocation?

Bhurijana dasa: We know we can't force
someone who doesn’t have brahminical
(or priestly) inclination, but still the train-
ing is based on spiritual elevation. What-
ever a gurukula graduate does in life,
whatever occupation or livelihood he .
takes, this character training will never be
lost. It is not that a child must be inclined
to the priesthood in order to become Krsna
conscious. According to his tendencies or
disposition, the child might not wish to
take up spiritual teaching as his life’s work.
Krsna consciousness has to do with the
child’s realization —whatever his activities
may be —that God is the supreme control-
ler, the supreme enjoyer, and our greatest
friend. With that philosophical under-
standing, devotees engage in a wide variety
of services.

Mr. Ald: So you're saying that your Krsna
society is a world within a world; there
won't be any necessity for these children
to confront the ordinary world.
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. Bhilrijana dasa: No. Why do you say that?
Why do you think they won’t have the
practical experience? Working knowledge
of the material world is a skill like any
other skill. It has to be developed. If
someone has a certain talent, then why
shouldn’t he develop it? If you're going to
see a printer or negotiate some business,
of course you won'’t take a seven-year-old
with you, but an older child who has that
tendency could dress up in a suit and tie.
“Here's my protége.”

Mr. Ald: Would a girl with administrative
ability and intelligence be allowed to
develop her skills?

Bharijana dasa: Certainly, as much as
anyone else, to the level of his or her
competence. But we don’t follow the Peter
Principle, where you rise to your level of
incompetence —and sometimes far, far
beyond it. In gurukula it doesn't matter
whether one is a bey or girl. The teachers
and administrators are looking to encour-
age the students to develop spiritually, first
and foremost. Then, whatever their life’s
work, they can learn it. But the motivation
never becomes promotion- or success-
oriented. The motivation is always, "How
can I serve Krsna purely?”

Mr. Ald: Does gurukula cover areas like
health, hygiene?

Bhiirijana dasa: All gurukula children
receive training in these areas. Naturally, a
devotee has to know how to take care of
the material body —cleanliness, first aid . . .

Mr. Ald: If a gurukula student were sick,
would you bring him to a Western doctor?
Bhurijana dasa: We're always concerned
with practicality first. If the medicine
works, that’s fine. Unfortunately, so much
of Western medicine is guesswork ; but we
don’t have anything against it per se. Do
you?

Mr. Ald: I want to know—does gurukula
make children feel that the world is a bad
place and that therefore they should stay
away from it?

Bharijana dasa: The whole foundation of
gurukula training is learning how to relate
with the world and other people. Gurukula
children learn not to see ordinary people
in a malicious way, but rather to see them
as souls and to look compassionately on
them. A devotee sees that the spiritual
self, or soul, is different from the material
body, totally free of its miseries—but that
people who are absorbed in a bodily
concept of themselves are forced to iden-
tify with the miseries of old age, disease,
and death. Everything the childrenlearn is
geared to this spiritual, compassionate,
nonsectarian way of looking at life. We
don’t have any desire to isolate our stu-
dents. Rather, they get exposure, but at
the same time they learn how to interpret
their experiences. That’s what education
means: learning how to view the experi-
ences of life with spiritual insight.

Mr. Ald: Sounds like brainwashing.
Bhirijana dasa: Then every educational

system in the world is also brainwashing.
In the U.S., the students are taught to look
at the Communist nations in a particular
way. The Communists are taught to look
at Americans in a particular way. It's
inevitable. Every educational system has
its own angle of vision.

Mr. Ald: Aren’t there schools that advo-
cate open classrooms, total freedom of
choice for the students?

Bhiirijana dasa: Claiming not to have a
viewpoint is also a viewpoint. The children
will learn that same viewpoint. We’re not
going to hold anything back. We say that
Krsna is God, that we are part and parcel
of Him and are meant to serve Him with
love and devotion. And more, we say that
if people don’t serve God but look only for
temporary, body-based pleasures, then
they can’t find the lasting, spiritual peace
and happiness that lie within. Thisisnot a
unique point of view. Everyone knows we
come into this world with nothing and go
out with nothing, but very few people take
it seriously. Nobody thinks about the final
experience —death —because nobody has
received any real spiritual training. That is
the most brainwashed position—to live
without awareness of life’s ultimate reali-
ties, like death. So gurukula education
wakes children up to this awareness of the
precariousness of a life without God
consciousness. We don’t want the children
to reject the world; we want them to see it

properly. o]
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DIAMOND

(continued from page 20)

Srila Bhaktipada: If you work for your
spiritual master, you are working for the
whole parampara, the whole disciplic
succession. That is the miracle of param-
pard. Because I am directing their at-
tention to Prabhupada, everyone feels like
they're getting Prabhupada. Prabhupada’s
disciples feel like they're getting Prabhu-
pada, and therefore they accept my leader-
ship. And my disciples feel they are getting
the highest thing, because I am presenting
Prabhupada. If we just present Prabhu-
pada, there will be no problems, anywhere.
Everyone will be satisfied.

BTG: What is it you most want people to
know about Srila Prabhupada?
Srila Bhaktipada: We want people to
know that he has presented the same thing
that Krsna Himself spoke long ago. There-
fore Prabhupada wrote his Bhagavad-gita
and entitled it Bhagavad-gita As It Is. He
didn’t try to present a new Bhagavad-giid,
he didn’t try to present his interpretation
of Bhagavad-gita—he presented Bhaga-
vad-gitd as it is, Bhagavad-gita exactly as
Lord Krsna spoke it to Arjuna.
Actually, one of the first dreams I ever
had about Srila Prabhupada, in 1966, was
on this very point. In my dream I saw Lord
Krsna speaking Bhagavad-gita to Arjuna,
and then the dream shifted, and I was

sitting at Srila Prabhupada’s feet, and he
was instructing the same thing to me. And
I knew from that instant that this is the
real essence of Krsna consciousness: to
accept the spiritual master in the same
way that Arjuna accepted Krsna. Because
we are hearing the same message Arjuna
heard, there is actually no difference —our
position is as good as Arjuna’s. In fact, in
one way it is better.

BTG: How is that?

Srila Bhaktipada: Because we can relish
the conversation between Krsna and
Arjuna, and we also have the relish of Srila
Prabhupada. In spiritual life there is
perfect, more perfect, and most perfect—
full, more full, and most full. o

THE SOCIAL BODY

(continued from page 26)

an example for human society. The prin-
ciples of religion are His enacted laws, and
He therefore takes care to see that they
are maintained. When Krsna appeared in
human society five thousand years ago,
He followed all the prescribed duties for a
ksatriya (warrior-prince) and family man.
Although He is above all such require-
ments, He accepted them in order to set
an example, just as a father behaves in an
exemplary manner to teach his children.
Krsna is like the governor of a state who
visits the penitentiary to see that things
run smoothly and that the prisoners make
progress toward again becoming law-
abiding citizens. The governor is not a
prisoner, even while in the prison. He can
come and go as he likes. His position is
that of an overseer. Similarly, when Krsna
descends to the material world, He does
so to establish religious principles, and He
is not subject to the laws of material
nature. Simply by understanding this, we
become qualified to return to the eternal

spiritual world beyond the material sky —
Krsna's abode, the kingdom of God.

Janma karma ca me divyam
evar yo vetti tattvatah
tyaktva dehar punar janma
naiti mam eti so rjuna

“One who knows the transcendental nature
of My appearance and activities does not,
upon leaving the body, take his birth again
in this material world, but attains My
eternal abode, O Arjuna.” (Bg. 4.9)
Krsna is transcendental to varpasrama.
Since each class and order of society
engages a man in the service of God, each
participant in varnasrama understands
that his particular designation as a
brahmana, ksatriva, vaisya, or sidra is
temporary, and that his permanent posi-
tion is that of a transcendental servant of
Krsna. Thus, even if one remains in one
class or occupation his entire life, there is
no question of stigma or restriction, be-
cause everyone’s actual position is that he
is a servant of God. Lord Caitanya, the
incarnation of Krsna who appeared five

hundred years ago in Bengal, taught this
very principle:

naham vipro na ca nara-patir . . .
gopi-bhartuh pada-kamalayor
dasa-dasanudasah
“I am neithera brdhmana, nora ksatriya. ..
The only designation that I wish to accept
is that of a servant of the servant of the
servant of Krsna."

We are, first of all, servants of the
Supreme Person, and the different divi-
sions of society are meant to best engage
our respective qualities in His service.
When one becomes completely purified
by that service, he no longer relies on any
designation, but simply thinks himself a
humble servant of God, Krsna. Lord
Caitanya therefore taught that it is the
prime duty of everyone to chant the holy
names of God. Lord Caitanya especially
recommended the Hare Krsna mantra:
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare. This mantra simply
means, “O my Lord, please engage me in
Your loving service.” W

SECOND AVENUE

(continued from page 24)

Mr. Gardiner explained, from when the
place had been a nostalgic gift shop. Mike
proceeded to describe the Swami as a
spiritual leader from India, an important
author, and a Sanskrit scholar. The rental
agent seemed receptive. As soon as
Prabhupada and Carl arrived and everyone
had been congenially introduced, Mr.
Gardiner showed them the small store-
front. Prabhupada, Carl, and Mike care-
fully considered its possibilities. It was
empty, plain, and dark —the electricity had
not been turned on—and it needed re-
painting. It would be good for meetings,
but not for the Swami’s residence. But at
$170 a month it seemed promising. Then

Mr. Gardiner revealed a small, second-
floor apartment just across the rear court-
yard, directly behind the storefront.
Another $100 a month and the Swami
could live there, although first Mr. Gar-
diner would have to repaint it. The total
rent would come to $270, and Carl, Mike,
and the others would pitch in.
Prabhupada had the idea of making Mr.
Gardiner the first official trustee of his
fledgling Krsna consciousness society.
During their conversation he presented
Mr. Gardiner with a three-volume set of
his Srimad-Bhagavatam, and inside the
front cover he wrote a personal dedication
and then signed it, “A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami.” Mr. Gardiner felt flattered and
honored to receive these books from their
author himself. He agreed to become a

trustee of the new society for Krsna
consciousness and so pay the society $20 a
month (which he would simply deduct
from the rent).

Mr. Gardiner took a week to paint the
apartment. Meanwhile, Mike arranged for
the electricity and water to be turned on
and had a phone installed, and he and Carl
raised the first month’s rent among their
friends. When everything was ready, Mike
gave Prabhupada a call at Carl's.

Now it was time to move the Swami into
his new place. A few friends who were on
hand accompanied Prabhupada over to
the Bowery loft. Maybe they weren't pre-
pared to become his surrendered disciples,
but contributing toward the first month's
rent and velunteering a few hours of work
to help set up his place were exactly the
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kinds of things they could do very willingly.

At the loft, all of them gathered up
portions of the Swami’s belongings, and
then they started out on foot up the Bowery.
It was like a safari, a caravan of half a
dozen men loaded with Prabhupada’s
things. Mike carried the heavy Roberts
reel-to-reel, and even the Swami carried
two suitcases. They did everything so
quickly that it wasn’t until they were
walking up the Bowery and Mike’s arm

began to ache that he realized: “Whydidn't
we bring a car?”

It was the end of June, and a hazy
summer sun poured its heat down into the
Bowery jungle. Starting and stopping, the
strange safari, stretching for over a block,
slowly trekked along. Prabhupada strug-
gled with his suitcases up the Bowery, past
the seemingly unending row of restaurant
supply shops and lamp stores between
Grand, Broome, and Spring streets. Some-

Enhance Your S’piri’cual Life

For spiritual realization, all you really need is the chanting
of the Hare Krsna maha-mantra. But to enhance your
spiritual life, you may want to add the items listed below.

Mantra Meditation
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meditation on the Hare
Krsna mahd-mantra. Each
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Karatalas: pure bell-

metal hand cymbals used
in chanting the Hare Krsna
mahda-mantra. Imported
from India. $12.00/pair.

5 Mrdanga Drum:
lightweight, double-
headed Indian-style drum
used in chanting the maha-
mantra. Unbreakable.
Comes with an instruction
book and cassette instruc-
tion tape. $79.50,

6

Album, In 1966, shorgly after
arriving in America, Srila
Prabhupada made this unique
record album with his first
disciples. It opens with a San-
skrit prayer to the guru, the
spiritual master. Then
Prabhupada explains the
meaning of the Hare Krsna
mantra, presenting the essence
of what spiritual realization is
and how to achieve it. Finally,
for an entire side, Prabhupada |
and his disciples chant Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare. Long un-
available, this historic
recording is here re-released
on a C-60 cassette. $4.00,

30 BACK TO GODHEAD

times he paused and rested, setting his
suitcases down. He was finally moving
from the Bowery. His electrician friend on
Seventy-second Street would have been
relieved, although perhaps he would have
disapproved of the Second Avenue address
also. At least the Swami was finished
residing on Skid Row. He walked on, past
the homeless men outside the Salvation
Army shelter, past the open-door taverns,
stopping at streetlights, standing alongside
total strangers, keeping an eye on the
progress of his procession of friends who
struggled along behind him.

The Bowery artists and musicians saw
him as “highly evolved.” They felt that the
spirit was moving him, and they were eager
to help him set up his own place so that he
could do his valuable spiritual thing and
spread it to others. He was depending on
them for help, yet they knew he was “on a
higher level”; he was his own protector, or,
as he said, he was protected by God.

Prabhupada and his young friends
reached the corner of Houston and Bow-
ery Streets, turned right, and proceeded
west. Gazing steadily ahead as he walked,
Prabhupada saw the southern end of
Second Avenue, one block away. At Sec-
ond Avenue he would turn left, walk just
one block north across First Street, and
arrive at his new home. Precisely as he
passed the IND Subway entrance, the
storefront came into view—"MATCH-
LESS GIFTS.” He gripped his suitcases
and moved ahead. At Second Avenue and
Houston he hurried through a break in the
rapid traffic. He could see green trees
holding their heads above the high court-
yard wall, reaching up like overgrown
weeds in the space between the front and
rear buildings of his new address. The
streetside building housed his meeting hall,
the rear building the apartment where he
would live and translate. Adjoining the
storefront building on its north side was a
massive nine-story warehouse. The store-
front structure was only five stories and
seemed appended to the larger building
like its diminutive child. On its southern
side, Prabhupada’s new temple showed a
surface of plain cement and was free of
any adjoining structure; there was only
the spacious lot of the busy Mobil service
station that bordered on First Street. As
Srila Prabhupada approached the store-
front, he could see two small lanterns
decorating the narrow doorway.

There was no certainty of what awaited
him here. But already there had been good
signs that these American young people,
mad though they sometimes were, could
actually take part in Lord Caitanya's
sankirtana movement. Perhaps this new
address would be the place where he could
actually get a footing with his International
Society for Krishna Consciousness. i



International Society for Krishna Consciousness

CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

AFRICA: Durban (Matal), 8. Africa—P.0. Box 212, Calo Ridge, Matal 3680/ Cato
Ridge 237; Johannesburg, S. Africa—3 Hunter St, Highlands, 2121/ 6140634; Mom-
basa, Kenya, E. Africa—Madhavani House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rd., P.O. Box
B2224 ) 312248; Nairobi, Kenya, E. Africa—Puran Singh Close, P.O. Box 28946
331568; Mauritius—Seewcopaul Bldg., Royal Rd., Lallmatie (mail: P.O. Box 718, Par.
Louis, Mauritius).

ASIA: Ahmedabad, India—7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd, Ahmedabad-380 009/
49935; Bangalore, India—40 Hare Krishna Rd., Bangalore 560 001/ 77664; Bangkok,
Thalland—P.0. Box 12-1108; Bhadrak, India—Gour Gopal Mandir, Kuans, P.O.
Bhadrak, Dist. Balasore, Orissa, Bhubaneswar, India—National Highway Mo. 5,
Mayapalli (mail: c/o P.O. Box 173, Bhubaneswar, Orissa 751001) / 53125; Bombay, In-
dia—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu, Bombay 400 054 / 566-860; Calcutta, India—3 Albert
Rd., Calcutta 700 017/ 44-3757; Chandigarh, India—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin
Marg, Sector 36-B, Chandigarh 160 023; Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), India— Thakur
Haridas Sripatbari Sevashram, P.O. Chhaygharia, P.S. Bongaon, Dist. 24 Pargonas, W.
Bengal; Colombo, Sri Lanka— 188, Mew Chetty 5t, Colombo 13/ 33325; Gauhatl, In-
dia—Post Bag No. 127, Gauhati-781 001; Hong Kong—5 Homantin St, Flat 23,
Kowloon / 3-029113; Hyderabad, India—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., Hy-
derabad, AP, 500 001/ 51018; Jakarta, Indonesia—Flat 78, Jalan Kebon Sirih 40,
Jakarta Pusat,; Kathmandu, Nepal—&/8, Battis Putali, Goshalla; Mandaue City, Philip-
pines—231 Pagsabungan Rd, Basak, Cebu/ 83254; Manipur, India—Pacna Bazar,
Irmphal, Manipur 795001; Mayapur, India—Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, P.O.
Shree Mayapur Dham, W. Bengal (District Madia); Mew Delhl, India—21A Feroze
Gandhi Rd., Lajpat Nagar IIl, New Delhi 110 024 / 624-590; Tehran, Iran—Felistin Ave.
lold Kakh), Shemshad St, No. 3/ 644-272; Tel Aviv, Israel—147 Hanassi St, Herzliva
Pituah / 938-846; Vrindavan, India—Krishna-Balarama Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami
Marg, Raman Reti, Vrindavan, Mathura, UP.{ 178,

FARMS: Hyderabad, Indla—P.O. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Talug, Hyderabad
District 501401; Mayapur, India—(contact ISKCON Mayapur).

AUSTRALASIA: Adelaide, Australia—13-A Frome St/ (0B)223-2084; Auckland,
New Zealand—Hwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golfcourse) (mail: ¢/o R.D. 2,
Kumew) / 412-8075; Lautoka, Fiji—5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: c/lo P.O. Box 125)/ 61-833,
ext. 48; Melbourne, Australia—197 Danks St., Albert Park, Melbourng, Victoria 3206
(mail: c/o P.Q. Box 125) / 699-5122; Sydney, Australia— 112 Darlinghurst Rd., King's
Cross, M.5W. (mail: cfo P.O. Box 158) [ (02)357-5162. :

FARMS: Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshana)—contact ISKCON Auckland;
Colo, Australia (Bhaktivedanta Ashram)—Upper Colo Rd., N.5.W. (mail: clo P.O. Box
493, St Mary's, 2760, M.SW.)/ 04-565-5284; Murwlillumbah, Australia (New
Govardhana) —'Eungella,’ Tyalgum Rd, via Murwillumbah, N.S.W., 2484 (mail: clo P.O.
Box 687) ) 066-721903.

EURCPE: Athens, Greece—133 Solonos; Amsterdam, Holland —Herengracht 96/
020-24 94 10; Barcelona, Spain—Pintor Fortuny 11, Barcelona, 1/ 319-68-53; Dublin,
Ireland—2 Belvedere Place, Dublin 1; Duedingen, Switzerland—Im Stillen Tal, CH
3186 Duedingen (FR) / (037) 43.26.97; Frankfurt a. Main, W. Germany—Schloss Ret-
tershol uber, 6233 Kelkheim, Ts./ 06174-21357; Gallarate, Italy—Via A Volta 19,
Gallarate 20131 (VR) / 0331-783-268; Lausanne, Switzerland—11 rue César-Roux,
CH-1005/ (021)20.06.21; London, England (city)—10 Soho St, London W1/
01-437-1835; London, England (country) —Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath,
Watfard, Hertfordshire WD2 BEP { Radlett (09276) 7244; Madrid, Spain—Calle Arturo
Sorio Mao. 208; Paris, France—20 rue Vieille du Temple, Paris 75004 / 500-63-58;
Rome, Italy—Salita del Poggio Laurenting 7, Rome 00144/ (06)593-075; Stockholm,
Sweden—Korsnas' Gard, 140 32 Grodinge/ 0753-28151; Vienna, Austrla—2103
Langenzersdorf, Haaderstrasse 28/ 02244-29912,

FARMS: Valencay, France (New Mayapur)—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/
(54)40-23-26; London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor); Perignana, Italy—
Via Delle Colline, Localita, La Meridiana, Perignano, Pisa/ (0587)-616194,

LATIN AMERICA

BRAZIL: Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais—Rua dos Pampas, 123, Prado / 3371337;
Curitiba, Parana—Rua Coronel Dulcidio B36, Batel; Porto Alegre, RS—Rua Guananas

117, Guaruja 90000; Recife, Pernambuco—Ave. 17 de Agosto 257, Parnamirim
50000; Rio de Janeiro, RJ—R. Hemenergildo de Barros 21, Gloria 20241; Salvador,
Bahia—Ave, Otavio Mangabeira 97-A, itapoa 40000; Sao Paulo, SP—R. Pandia
Calogeras 54, Liberdade 01525.

FARMS: Feira de Santana, Bahia (Chacara Hridayananda) —BR 324, Km 99;
Pindamonhangaba, Sao Paulo (New Gokula)—Ribeirao Grande C.P. 108, 12400.

OTHER COUNTRIES: Bogota, Colombia—Carrera 3A No. 54-A-72/ 255-8842;
Cuzco, Peru—Avenida Pardo No. 1036/ 2277; Georgetown, Guyana— 24 Uitviugt
Front, West Coast Demerara; Guadalajara, Mexico—Avenida las Americas Mo, 225,
Sector Hidalgo / 163455; Guat la City, G nala— Segunda Calle 6-26, Zona 13/
310833; La Paz, Bolivia—Calle Chacaltaya No. 587 | 32-85-67; Lima, Peru—Jirdn
Junin 415, Lima / 47-18-10; Medellin, Colombia—Carrera 32, No. 54-42; Mexico City,
Mexico—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miguel Chapultepec, Mexico D.F. 18 /(805)271-
0132; Panama City, Panama—43-58 Via Esparia Altos, Al Lado del Cine, Bella Vista;
Quito, Ecuador—Calle Yasuni No. 404; St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago—Gordan
5t. at Santa Margarita Circular Rd./ 662-4605; San José, Costa Rica—400 mtrs, Sur
Centro Médico de Guadalupe (casa blanca esquinera) Colonia Chapultepec,
Guadalupe; San Salvador, El Salvador—&7 Avenida Sur No. 115, Colonia Escalon /
243 445; Santiago, Chile--Eyzaguirre 2404, Puente Alto [ 283,

NORTH AMERICA

CANADA: Edmonton, Alberta—11009 131st St/ (403)453-7196; Montreal,
Quebec— 1626 Pie [X Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ (614) 527-1101; Ottawa, Ontario—1429
Cyrville Rd. K1B 3L7/ (613)741-8518; Toronto, Ontario—243 Avenue Rd. M5R 2J6/
(416)922-5415; Vancouver, British Columbia—5580 SE. Marine Dr, Burnaby V5J
3G8/ (604)433-82186.

U.S.A.: Atlanta, Georgla—1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. NE 30306/ (404)378-91B2;
Austin, Texas— 1910 Whitis Ave. 78705/ (512)476-7138; Baltimore, Maryland —200
Bloomsbury Ave, Catonsville 21228/ (301)747-9815; Berkeley, Callfornia—2334
Stuart St. 94705/ (415) B43-7874; Boston, Massachusetts—72 Commonwealth Ave.
02116/ (617)536-1685; Chicago, lllinois— 1014 Emerson St Evanston 60201/ (312)-
273-3960, Cleveland, Ohio— 15720 Euclid Ave., E, Cleveland 44112/ (216)851-9367;
Columbus, Ohio—89 East 13th Ave, 43201/ (614) 209-5084; Dallas, Texas— 5430
Gurley Ave. 75223/ (214)827-6330; Denver, Colorado—1400 Cherry St 80220/
(303)333-5461; Detroit, Michigan—383 Lenox Ave, 48215/ (313)824-6000; Gaines-
ville, Florida—921 S\W. Depot Ave. 32601 [ (804)377-1496; Gurabo, Puerto Rico—
Box 215 B, Route 181, Santarita 00658, Hartford, Connecticut—84 Silver Lane
06118/ (203)568-1422; Honolulu, Hawaii—51 Coelho Way 96817 / (BO8)595-3947;
Houston, Texas—1111 Rosalie St. 77004/ (713)526-9860; Laguna Beach, Califor-
nia—B44 5 Coast Hwy. 92651/ (714)497-3638; Las Vegas, Nevada—6601 Painted
Desert Dr. 89108/ (702)645-4934; Los Angeles, California—3764 \Watseka Ave.
90034/ (213) 871-0717; Miami, Florida— 10800 Coral Way 33165/ (305)552-1766;
MNew Orleans, Louisiana—2936 Esplanade Ave. 70119/ (504)488-7433; New York,
MNew York—340 W. 55th St 10019/ (212)765-8610; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—
41-51 West Allens Lane, 191197 (215)247-4600; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania— 4626
Forbes Ave. 15213/ (412)683-7700; Portland, Oregon—2805 SE. Hawthorne St
97214/ (503)231-5792; St. Louis, Missouri—3926 Lindell Blvd. 63108/ (314)-
535-8085; Salt Lake City, Utah—859 Park St. 84102/ (801)355-2626; San Diego,
California—1030 Grand Ave. Pacific Beach 92108/ (714)483-2500; San Juan,
Puerto Rico— 1018 Ponce de Leon St, Rio Piedras, 00925 / (809)765-4745; Seattle,
Washington—400 18th Ave, East 98112/ (208)322-3636; State College, Pen-
nsylvania—103 E. Hamilton Ave. 16801/ (814)234-1867; Washington, D.C.—10310
Oaklyn Rd., Potomac, Maryland ‘20854 / (301)299-2100,

FARMS: Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan)—Rt No. 2, Box 449, 39426/
{601)798-6705; Gainesville, Florida—contact ISKCON Gainesville; Hopland, Califor-
nia (Mount Kailas}—Route 175, Box 468, 95448 (707)744-1100; Hotchkiss, Col-
orado (New Barshana)—P.O. Box 112, 81418/ (303)527-4584; Lynchburg, Ten-
nessee (Murdri-sevaka)—RL Mo. 1, Box 146-A, (Mulberry) 37359/ (615)758-7058;
Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindaban)—R.D. Mo.1, Box 319, Hare Krishna
Ridge 26041/ (304)845-2790; Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita-nagari)—R.D. No. 1,
170821 (717)527-2493.

Hare Krsna
Hare Krsna
Krsna Krsna
Hare Hare
Hare Rama
Hare Rama
Rama Rama
Hare Hare

WHAT IS A MANTRA? In Sanskrit, man means
““mind’* and rra means ‘‘freeing.’’ So a mantra is a com-
bination of transcendental sounds that frees our minds
from the anxieties of life in the material world.

Ancient India’s Vedic literatures single out one mantra
as the mahd (supreme) mantra. The Kali-santarana
Upanisad explains, ‘‘These sixteen words—Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rima, Hare Hare—are especially meant
for counteracting the ill effects of the present age of
guarrel and anxiety.”

The Narada-paficardtra adds, ** All mantras and all pro-
cesses for self-realization are compressed into the Hare

Krsna mahd-mantra.”

Five centuries ago, while spreading the mahd-mantra
throughout the Indian subcontinent, Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu prayed, ‘‘O Supreme Personality of Godhead, in
Your holy name You have invested all Your transcen-
dental energies.”

The name Krsna means ‘‘the all-attractive one,’ the
name Rdma means ‘‘the all-pleasing one,” and the
name Hare is an address to the Lord’s devotional en-
ergy. So the mahad-mantra means, *‘O all-attractive, all-
pleasing Lord, O energy of the Lord, please engage me
in Your devotional service.”' Chant the Hare Krsna
mahd-mantra, and your life will be sublime. Lo
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NOTES EROMTHE EDIOR

India Diary

Flying to India. I am going to do research
for the biography of Srila Prabhupada. My
head is groggy from sitting fifteen hours in
the plane seat. Suddenly the plane starts
jerking up and down. A little bell rings,
and the “Fasten Seat Belt” sign lights up.
“Meal service will be delayed,” the stew-
ardess says. “We are experiencing slight
turbulence.” The slight turbulence in-
creases, and the cups of juice fall from her
tray. The steward grabs her arm, and both
of them brace themselves, with rigid hands
and feet.

At any moment, by too much shaking,
or from one good poke, the life can run
out of this vessel, the body. And when it
runs out, we go to another body. We may
take birth in a horrible species, where life
is stunted—as an insect, or a clump of
grass—and in all forms of life there is
suffering. Only the spiritual world is free
of anxiety. i

The air turbulence passes, but it’s justa
matter of time before each of us faces his
last hour.

My own mortal anxiety: when it comes,
will I pass the test? Will I think of Krsna at
the time of death and pass over to the side
of freedom?

* * *

We arrive at 1:00 A.M. in New Delhi,
Half a dozen devotees meet us, with
garlands and a big chanting session. A
crowd gathers as we sing with drums and
hand cymbals. Only in India can this
happen; no official will think of stopping
us from chanting Hare Krsna. It is two in
the morning, butno one is disturbed. They
stand around watching the chanting and
dancing, and listen when Lokanatha
Swami gives a little speech.

It is still dark night as our car heads out
for the two-hour drive to our destination:
Vrndavana, the town where Lord Krsna
performed His pastimes five thousand
years ago, the town where Srila Prabhu-
pada lived as a sannyasi before coming to
America in 1965. As we pull out of Delhi, I
see groups of homeless humans asleep on
the cement walkways of a bridge. Our car
lights wake three blinking calves lying in
the middle of the road. Trucks approach
us head-on. We veer to the left, almost off
the road, and thus pass each oncoming
truck. But tonight there are not many
trucks. We see dozens of them lined up by
the roadside (there is a national shortage
of diesel fuel, Lokanatha Swami tells
us—they have to wait sometimes two days

in line). At least in that respect, it’s hardly
different here from the United States.

* * ®

It is 6:00 A.M., and we are sitting at the
base of the red sandstone tower of
Madana-mohana temple in Vrndavana. We
have just paid our respects at the bhajana-
kutira of Sanatana Gosvami, who five
hundred years ago wrote philosophical,
devotional works based on the Vedas and
confirming the conclusions of Krsna con-
sciousness. Old men who live here watch
us peacefully; one is pulling the rope to a
well that Krsna was supposed to have used
to draw water for His devotee Sanatana
when Sanatana had grown invalid. Pea-
cocks abound in Vindavana; their often-
heard sound is a beep and a loud, catlike
meow. The dawn is growing lighter, Now
in the sky, a faint red smudge appears, like
a fire burning through an opaque wall—
soon the sun will be bright and hot.

Vrndavana appears rundown; the five-
hundred-year-old temples are falling down
in disrepair. There are few modern ameni-
ties here, but the Western style of lawless
violence, the constant sex lure, the T.V.
demand, the “necessity” to work for more
and more material enjoyment, or to steal,
to take drugs, to always read newspapers —
these are not much developed here. The
average man is poor by Western standards,
but he wears Vaisnava markings and
chants “Jaya Radhe" and Hare Krsna.
Years ago the Moghuls took the jewels
away from the temples, and what they
didn’t take, the British took later. But they
could not take away the people’s bhakti,
their devotion to Lord Krsna. “But"—my
mind suddenly challenges —"“what is the
purpose of this town? Why Vrndavana?”
The purpose first and last is remembering
God. If you do not think this is a reason
for a town to exist, then you will not be
able to understand Vrndavana.

Vrndavana is real. The other day we
saw a human corpse. Vrndavana is not like
a fantasy land where pretty, sex-indulgent
youth is falsely glorified, or where the
people still believe in unlimited human
progress through technology, orin finding
happiness in godless leisure. We have
much to learn from a peaceful, bhakti-
saturated town like Vrndavana.

* * *

In The Nectar of Devotion, Srila
Prabhupada has quoted a statement about
living in Vrndavana by Srila Riipa Gosvami:

“I remember Lord Krsna standing by the
banks of the Yamuna River, so beautiful
amidst the kadamba trees, where many
birds are chirping in the gardens. And
these impressions are always giving me
transcendental bliss.” “This feeling,” Srila
Prabhupada comments, “can actually be
felt even by nondevotees. The places in
the eighty-four-square-mile district of
Mathura are so beautifully situated on the
banks of the River Yamuna that anyone
who goes there will never want to return
to this material world. These statements
by Ripa Gosvami are factually realized
descriptions of Vrndavana. All these quali-
ties prove that Vrndavana is situated
transcendentally. Otherwise, there would
be no possiblity of invoking our transcen-
dental sentiments in these places. Such
transcendental feelings are aroused im-
mediately and without fall after one arrives
in Vrndavana.”

* * *

We are finding out about Srila Prabhu-
pada’s activities here. He renounced his
family life in 1954 and came to Vrndavana
and lived in a room in a Kesi-ghata temple.
For ten years he remained in Vrndavana, a
lone figure. He had very few visitors to his
room. All witnesses say, “He was always
typing,” or sometimes reading, or singing
and chanting about Krsna. He was writing
his first books —books that have now been
distributed by the millions all over the
world. Few realized then that he was
preparing himself and making a decision
(in his seventh decade) to come to America
and attempt to spread Krsna conscious-
ness all over the world, as he had been
ordered by his spiritual master. Most
people of Vrndivana didn't understand
his great broad scope, although now they
acknowledge him and have named the
main road “Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg.”
But most people of the world outside
Vrndavana do not understand him even
today. Already, through his writings and
his disciples, he has delivered Krsna’'s
message —liberation from birth and death
by means of chanting Hare Krsna—to
almost every town and village in the world,
but the value of that message is not yet
appreciated. To help the world appreciate
Srila Prabhupéda and to purify ourselves
and increase our attachment to this great
soul, we are trying to find the places of his
activities in Vrndavana from 1955 to 1965.
We hope our research will help us all
remember him.— SDG
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The Perfection of Yoga. A lucid explanation of the psychology, methods, and purpose
of yoga and meditation. $.95 (15)

Easy Journey to Other Planets. A close look at mystic yoga, astral travel, and divine
love in the material and spiritual universes. $1.25 (16)
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For further information, please circle 46 on the
coupon at right.
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The Taste
Of Another World

Delicious, traditional Vedic cuisine was part of the legacy
Krsna consciousness brought to Western shores. Eating, like
everything else for Krsna devotees, is a part of the complete
spiritual experience of life, and not a day goes by at Krsna -
temples without dozens of carefully prepared dishes being
-served to devotees and guests alike.

Sunday sees the doors swung wide open and hundreds of
friends—regulars as well as newcomers—sharing hearty plates
of savories, vegetable extravaganzas, sweets, and nectar drinks
from the world's oldest culinary tradition.

How can so many different tastes be created without using

. any meat, fish, eggs, garlic, onions, canned foods, or liquor? The
unexpectedly simple answer lies in the artful selection of spices,
age-old cooking techniques, and the essential ingredient—
devotion to Lord Krsna. The devotees would like nothing better
than to let you in on the secrets. Come by, Sunday or any day,
and experience the taste of another world.
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