Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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UNSEEN
CONTROLLER

“We see in the street that the cars are moving at high speed but
they’re within their ‘orbits,’ their white or yellow lines of
demarcation—because there is some brain, some management.
So, similarly, with all these planets.” A talk by His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada in Tokyo.

asatyam apratisthar te
Jjagad ahur anisvaram
aparaspara-sambhiitar
kim anyat kama-haitukam

“The demoniac say that this world is
unreal, that there is no foundation and
that there is no God in control—it is
produced of sex desire, and has no cause
other than lust.” [Bhagavad-gitd 16.8]

his is the traditional atheistic theory.

Asatyam: they say that this material
world is false. And jagan mithya: jagat
means this cosmic manifestation —which
the atheists call false because it is always
moving, always changing. In the material
world it’s true that everything is chang-
ing—just as in your city you see that the

cars are moving from here to there. Very

busy. Similarly the whole planetary system
is moving, changing. Every planet is going
around in its orbit. Even the sun. It has got
its orbit. Do you follow what I am saying?
The sun is moving many thousands of miles
per minute. So this is called jagar—
everything in the universe is moving, or
changing. But it is moving, changing in a
certain way.

For instance, the cars we hear now
‘ outside our window are moving at high
speed, but they are very careful to pass
within the passing lane; otherwise there
will be a collision. Similarly, all these
planets—they have got their own speed
for orbiting. And there are hundreds and
thousands and millions—they are orbiting
but there is no collision. How have these
patterns been made? Who has made these

freeway lanes and universal lanes?

The cars are moving at sixty or seventy
miles per hour, but they are ordered just to
remain within the markings of their own
lane. Who has made this arrangement?
Hmm? The police department, the govern-
ment. So how can you say there is no
control? Ah. This is called upama, an
analogy. “Analogy” means that by noting
points of similarity, you can conclude some
idea. Now, just as we see in the street that
the cars are moving at high speed but
they're within their “orbits” (their white or
yellow lines of demarcation)—because
there is some brain, some management—
so, similarly, all these planets are travel-
ing at high speed but staying in their
orbit because there is some universal
management.

Take this planet. It is moving very, very
rapidly, is it not? Now, a car may be moving
at seventy miles per hour, which may
appear to be a very high speed, but the
earth is moving much, much faster, though
you cannot understand. The arrangement
is so nice—it is perfection. We cannot
even understand how perfect it is. We can

see that morning—day coming—means,

the earth is moving. Of course, airplanes
move, also—but there are so many jerk-
ings, so many noises. Airplanes are imper-
fect. But here we see that such perfection
has been made: the earth is moving so
many thousands of miles per hour, and yet
there is no jerking, there is nothing of the
sort—you are thinking that you are sitting
in the same place. And there is no brain
behind all this?

Here on this one planet it requires so

ILLUSTRATION BY DHRUVA MAHARAIJA DASA

much brainwork to move the car in an
orderly way on the street—so much police
arrangement, so much government, so
many scientists, this and that. And the
universe has not only one planet but many
millions. Yasya prabha prabhavato jagad-
anda-koti. First of all, there are many
millions of universes. And in each universe
there are so many planets that you cannot
count them. And each planet has got a
different climate —different varieties. Not
that every planet is of the same nature.
You will find that every planet has a
different atmospheric condition from
those of the other planets. Take the sun. It
isso fiery; itis full of fire. The temperature
is so high that 93 million miles away from
the sun we are feeling excessive, scorching
heat. Similarly, the moon is very cold. So
all the planets have different atmospheric
conditions, and they are moving in their
orbits—for all these things there is a good
arrangement. And are we going to look at
all these arrangements and say there is no
good brain behind them? How could that
be possible?

But raksasas, demons—they will say,
asatyam apratistham te jagad ahur anis-
varam:“There is no controller, and it is all
false.” False? So minute—all these rules
and regulations that are being followed.
The sun is rotating in its orbit in such a
perfect way that if the sun became a little
inclined to this side or that side, the whole
world would be frozen or engulfed in a
blazing fire. Even the scientists admit this.
So the sun must move according to the
diagram given by some controller. That is
stated in Bhagavatam. The sun is moving
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by the order of the Supreme. Yasydjfiayd.
It is stated also in the Brahma-sarhhita:
yasydjiayd bhramati sathbhrta-kala-cakro.
Ajfiayd means “by the order.”

Now, when there is the question of an
order, then there must be an order giver.
Otherwise, what is the meaning of order?
Yasya djfiayd means “by whose order.”
“Whose" refers to somebody bigger who is
giving the order, and the sun is carrying
out the order. So there is an order giver;
there is a controller —the Supreme Lord.
How can you say there is no controller?
Where is your logic? Can anybody give any
logical reason for saying there is no con-
troller in the universe? These raksasas say
there is no God, there is no controller—but
where is their logic? I ask them, “How can
you say this? What is your logic? What is
the logic that allows you to say there is no
God? Let us discuss.” Can anybody explain
their logic? Hmm? What is their idea?

I may be a foreigner, but when I see in
the street that the cars are moving in order
and the police are on duty, I know there
must be a government. I may know or not
know, but—this is a common-sense
affair —there must be a government. And
there is a government. Similarly, when I
see that the cosmic order is working so
nicely, systematically, and reasonably, how
can I say there is no controller? What kind
of logic is that? Tell me, anyone. Hmm?
Can you say, anyone? The scientists will
say there is no i@, no controller: jagad
ahur anisvaram. But what is their logic?
[To a devotee] You can tell us—you
sometimes argue on their side. [Laughter: |
What is their logic?

Devotee: Well, no controller is ever seen.
Srila Prabhupada: But you have not seen
who is the Japanese governmental head.
So how can you conclude there isa govern-
mental head? You have not seen the
president or the supreme head —how can
you say there is one? But you conclude
that there must be a governmental head —
otherwise, how is everything going on so
nicely? You may or may not see so many
things, but this is not good logic, that I
have not seen.” 1 have not seen the car
passing outside our window, but the sound
is coming, and so I know the car is there.
There must be somebody there —even if
you do not see, you have to conclude like
that. The sound tells us there must be a
car, and the car—there must be a driver.
But you have not seen all this. How can
you conclude there is a driver?

You stress your seeing power. What is
the power of your seeing? You cannot see.
Now you cannot see the car. It is beyond
your seeing range, beyond the wall. Then
how will you conclude that there is a car
and, if there is a car, that there is a driver?
If there is a driver, there may be passen-
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gers, also. So how can you conclude all
this? This is a childish reason: “I cannot
see.” You cannot see; therefore the driver
and passengers don't exist. That is not
good logic.

Devotee: They say that it all happened by
chance, that . ..

Srila Prabhupada: More foolishness—
“chance.”

Devotee: If given enough time, then every-
thing—all these natural patterns—will
work out like this.

Srila Prabhupada: No. Everything in the

“The scientists
are rascals.
‘I have not
seen a
controller,’
‘The universe
has come about
by chance’—all
nonsensical
propositions.”

universe is already working very nicely.
There is no question of giving time. Every-
thing is already working.

Devotee: Well, you point to the fact that
the earth isn’t too hot or too cold, but they
say that just by chance it came into exis-
tence this way.

Srila Prabhupada: No, no. A child will say,
“By chance it has come.” That is childish.
You must give a solid reason. Take any-
thing, and you can say, “It's chance.”
Anybody can talk like that. That is not
reason. When you bring in “chance,” that
is not logic. That is not knowledge. If
somebody says, “By chance I've come into
this world,” that is not logic. I must have
my father, I must have my mother, and on
account of my father and mother being
united, I have come. This is scientific. “By
chance I have dropped here from the
sky"— this is not logic. This kind of “logic™
has no value. Do you give any value to this
nonsensical logic? No sane man will accept
“by chance.”

When you are caught in a crime and
convicted, can you say, “By chance I was
convicted"? “By chance”? No. If you
commit theft, you are arrested and the

judge gives you a punishment—you must
suffer. This is not “chance.” You may say,
“By chance I was convicted,” but that is
not chance. There is no question of
chance. That is false logic. Nothing takes
place by chance —this is sound reasoning.
“Chance” means ignorance. One who does
not know —he says “chance.” This is igno-
rance, not knowledge. Knowledge is
different.

So the scientists are rascals, you can say.
This kind of logic—*“T have not seen it,” “It
has come about by chance,” “There was a
chunk”—these are all nonsensical proposi-
tions. There is a controller: this is sound
knowledge. Just as you conclude by seeing
the arrangement in the city of Tokyo that
there is a government, similarly, if you are
intelligent enough, then you can under-
stand there must be a supreme controller.
That is theism. That is knowledge.

Now, these foolish so-called scientists
are simply studying —they want “time to
find out.” But actually, if someone is wise,
if he’s searching out the answers earnestly,
even if it takes him many lifetimes of
research he'll at last come to this conclu-
sion that there is a God. Visudevah sarvam
iti sa mahdatma sudurlabhah. Then he
becomes a first-class man, a mahdtma.
But that is very rare.

Most people are durdtmd—cripple-
minded. Anisvaram—"There is no con-
troller; this is a false manifestation.” It is
not false. You study everything—you study
even one leaf —and you can see so many
arrangements, so many fine fibers and
veins that are so minutely interworking,
one with another. Even in a small vegetable
or piece of fruit, you will find there is so
much craftsmanship. You cannot say it is
“chance.” You cannot do it. That means
there is a brain behind it. And who is the
brain behind that brain? And who is the
brain behind that one, behind that one,
behind that one, behind thatone? Bahiindr
janmandm ante: after searching out the
ultimate brain for many, many births, then
you come to the conclusion that vasudevah
sarvam iti. You come to the conclusion
that Krsna is the cause of everything. Of
course, that is already concluded: Isvarah
paramah krsnah—"The Supreme Con-
troller is Krsna.” | Brahma-sarmhita 5.1

There are so many subordinate con-
trollers. For instance, this city is being
controlled by the police commissioner or
somebody else. So above him, above him,
above him there is a controller—and above
all, the supreme controller is Krsna. That
is the conclusion.

isvarah paramah krsnah
sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah

anadir adir govindah
sarva-karana-karanam



“Krsna is the cause of all causes. He is the
primal cause, and He is the very form of
eternal being, knowledge, and bliss.”
[Brahma-sanihita 5.1] Krsna is the cause.
And He is not alone. Krsna has got so
many energies.

Even a tiny person like me—here,
Bhaktivedanta Swami—I am not alone.
I've got so many assistants. So many, all
over the world. So even if you take the
founder of the Krsna consciousness move-
ment, he is not alone. Similarly, as I've
expanded through disciples in so many
ways and so many places, then just imagine
how Krsna can expand —just imagine. He’s
the Supreme Lord. Advaitam acyutam
anddim ananta-ripam. Ananta-riipam:
although He's only one person, He can
expand Himself in unlimited numbers of
forms. And that is how He's doing every-
thing. Just as I am dictating answers to
dozens of letters from all over the world
and my assistants are typing and mailing
out my replies, similarly, Krsna is also
managing alone through ananta-riipam,
through unlimited assistants. Pardsya
Saktir vividhaiva Sriiyate: the Supreme
Lord has innumerable potencies. You
have to understand that. Although He's
alone, He has ananta-riipam—unlimited
expanded forms.

For instance, Krsna is giving direction
to everyone. Isvarah sarva-bhiitanam hrd-
dese riuna tisthati: there are millions and
trillions of living entities, and in each one’s
heart He is sitting and providing remem-
brance, knowledge, and forgetfulness. He
is managing like that. So if we think that
He’s a controller like us, that is our mis-
conception. He /s a controller—but a
controller with unlimited knowledge, with
unlimited assistants, with unlimited poten-
cies. That is how He's managing.

These atheists, these so-called
scientists—they cannot conceive that a
person can be so unlimitedly powerful;
therefore they become impersonalists.
They imagine that if the controller is a
person, “He’s a person like me.” 1 cannot
do this. Therefore He cannot do it.” And
so Bhagavad-gita calls them midhda—
fools. Avajdananti mari mitdha: these fools
and rascals cannot understand Krsna,
because they are comparing Krsna with
themselves. They suppose that Krsna is a
person like them. The Vedas inform us
that although He is a person, He’s main-
taining unlimited numbers of persons, But
this point the impersonalistic scientists
don't know—eko bahitnam yo vidadhati
kdmdn—that one single person is main-
taining many trillions of persons.

Each and every one of us is a person. |
am a person, you are a person, the insect is
a person, the trees are persons—everyone
is a person. Everyone is a person. And

there is another person—that is God,
Krsna. Nityo nityandr cetanas cetananam
eko bahiinam yo vidadhati kaman [Katha
Upanisad): one person is maintaining all
these millions and trillions of varieties of
other persons. This is Vedic information.
And Krsna also says in the Bhagavad-gita
[10.8], aham sarvasva prabhavo mattah
sarvam pravartate: 1 am the source of all
beings; from Me everyone and everything
emanates.” Therefore when someone
understands thoroughly that “here is one
Supreme Person and He is the leader, He

“These are
all foolish
theories—‘by
chance. There
is a very great
arrangement
behind all of
this. By chance
have we gotten
traffic lanes?”

is the controller, He is the maintainer of
everything,” then that someone surrenders
unto Him and becomes His devotee, you
see?

We, Krsna’s devotees, are not fools and
rascals. We have got our reason. We have
got our philosophy. When we know that
Krsna is actually the Supreme Controller,
the Supreme Person, the Supreme Main-
tainer—then we surrender, then we be-
come Krsna's devotees. It is not blind. We
are strongly convinced that this one person
is the Supreme Person. Therefore we sur-
render. We are not blind followers.

aham sarvasya prabhavo
mattah sarvam pravartate

iti matva bhajante marn
budha bhava-samanvitiah

As Krsna says, “I am the source of every-
thing; from Me everything and everyone
emanates. One becomes My devotee when
he understands this thoroughly.” Budha
means one who has understood thoroughly.

The atheistic scientists’ theory is aparas-
para-sambhiitari: everything has taken
place by mechanical attraction. Kim anyat

kama-haitukam. Kama means lust. A man
and a woman become lusty, and there is
sex and production of offspring. So the
scientists talk like this. They say that the
production of the universe is causeless
lust, mechanical attraction—that there is
no other plan. But there is a big plan they
don’tknow. In fact, part of the planis. ..

yada yada hi dharmasya
glanir bhavati bharata

abhyutthanam adharmasya
tadatmanarm srjamy aham

“Whenever and wherever there is a decline
in religious practice and a predominant
rise of atheism, at that time I descend
Myself.” [Bg. 4.7] There —thatis the plan.

These rascals—this atheist class—they
say, kim anyat kama-haitukam: “Lusty
desires are the only reason, the only cause
for the universe.” “This infant is going to
take birth due to our lusty desires, but we
do not want to take the responsibility. Then
kill him—what is wrong with that?” There-
fore they are making abortion —murdering
the child—legal. Kama: “We had some
lusty desire, we got a child, but we don’t
want him—kill him."” This is going on; this
is atheism.

But these are all foolish theories—"by
chance,” “by causeless lust.” No. Thereisa
great arrangement. It is just like the traffic
control —there is a very great arrangement
behind all of this. It is not by chance.
By chance have we gotten traffic lanes?
No, it is not by chance. How can you say
“chance™? So these theories are made by
the demons. These demoniac conclusions
will not help us. We shall remain in igno-
rance, with no knowledge.

Any question? Any of our Japanese
friends here?

Guest: Yes, I have one question. You
mentioned that we can hear a car outside,
but that we can’t see the car . ..
Srila Prabhupada: No—we can see the
car, except that we are sitting here. So we
do not see the car. But the sound is there,
and you conclude that there is a car.
Therefore, relying on seeing is not always
solid reasoning. Even without seeing, we
can conclude there is a car. That is my
point.
Guest: [ don’t know if I have ever seen
Godornot...
Srila Prabhupada: No. You have not seen
Him, but what is your desire? You want to
see Him?
Guest: [ want to at least hear God in this
world, and I was wondering what is . . .
Srila Prabhupada: So God is speaking
Bhagavad-gita. You are reading and Krsna
is speaking. So here it is—God is speaking.
And you can also chant Hare Krsna. That
(continued on page 30)
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The Biography of a Pure Devotee

ATEST

FROM KRSNA

by SRILA SATSVARUPA DASA GOSWAMI

By the summer of 1966, a fair number of
people were making their way to Srila
Prabhupdada’s Bowery loft to chant Hare
Krsna with him and hear him lecture on
Bhagavad-gita. But his potential sup-
porters in India remained less than helpful,
and soon something tragic happened to
his roommate.

Sitting cross-legged, his back to the
shelf with its assortment of potted
plants, a whitish chdda wrapped in wide,
loose folds across his body, Prabhupada
looked grave, almost sorrowful. The pic-
ture and an accompanying article ap-
peared in a June 1966 issue of the Village
Voice. The article read:

The meeting of the mystical East and
practical West comes alive in the curious
contrast between A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami and his American disciples. The
Swami, a cultivated man of 70 with a
distinguished education, is here for a year
to preach his gospel of peace, good will,
nearness to God, and more practically, to
raise money for his American church. . ..
Like his teachings, the Swami is sensible
and direct. His main teaching is that
mankind may come closer to God by
reciting His holy name.

Despite the fact that the Swami came to
America to seek out the roots of godless
materialism—a disease, he says, that has
already enveloped India—he is a realistic
man. “If there is any place on Earth with
money to build a temple, it is here.”.. The
Swami wishes to found in America an
International Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness, which will be open for any-
one —including women.

“His American church"—yes, .Srila

PHOTO: FRED MCDARRAH

Prabhupada had hope and determination.
There was life in his lectures and kirtanas
(chantings), his morning and evening
gatherings in the loft. At least he was
acquiring a small, regular following. But
from India there was no hope. He had
continued corresponding with Sumati
Morarji (his patron in India), his God-
brothers, and the Indian Central Govern-
ment, but their replies had not been
encouraging.

In the faith that Padmapat Singhania,
the Indian industrialist, would agree to his
plans for a Krsna temple in Manhattan
and finance its construction, Srila Prabhu-
pada had petitioned New Delhi to sanction
the release of foreign exchange. He had
written to the Reserve Bank of India, New
Delhi, “I want to establish this cultural
center, and for this I wish to get some ex-
change from India. I think there are good
prospects all over the world for propa-
gating the culture of how to love God in
these days of forgetfulness.” A month later
the Indian bank had advised him to re-
submit his request through the Indian
Embassy in Washington, to the Finance
Minister of the Indian Central Govern-
ment. Prabhupada had complied. And
another month had passed, with no word
from the Government.

One of his Godbrothers had written that
Swamiji should come back to India and
work personally to get government sanc-
tion. But Prabhupada didn’t want to leave
America now. He wrote to Sumati Morarji,
“I'm trying to avoid the journey to India
and again coming back. Especially for the
reason that I am holding at the above
address classes thrice a week and training
some American youth in the matter of

sankirtana and devotional service to the
Lord. Some of them are taking the lessons
very sincerely and in the future they may
be very good Vaisnavas according to the
rigid standards.”

One day a curious, unsolicited corre-
spondent wrote to Prabhupada from India.
His name was Mangalniloy Brahmacari.
Introducing himself as a disciple of one
of Srila Prabhupada’s Godbrothers,
Madhava Maharaja, and reminding
Prabhupada of their past, slight acquaint-
ance, Mangalniloy wrote of his eagerness
to join Srila Prabhupada in America.
Certainly Prabhupada still had hopes for
getting assistance from his Godbrothers in
India—*This mission is not simply one
man’s job.” Therefore, he invited Mangal-
niloy to come to America and asked him
to request Madhava Maharaja to co-
operate by working personally to secure
government sanction for the release of
foreign exchange. Mangalniloy wrote
back, reaffirming his eagerness but ex-
pressing doubts that his spiritual master
would give him permission. Mangalniloy
thought he should first come to the United
States and then request his spiritual
master’s help. Prabhupada was annoyed.
He sent an immediate reply:

Is preaching in America my private busi-
ness? Srila Prabhupada Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati wanted to construct some
temples in foreign countries as preaching
centers of the message of Srila Riupa-
Raghunatha, and [ am trying to do this in
this part of the world. The money is ready
and the opportunity is open. If by seeing
the Finance Minister this work can be
facilitated, why should we wait because
you cannot talk with your Guru Maharaja
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about cooperation because you are afraid
your journey may be canceled? Please do
not think in that way. Take everything as
Srila | Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati] Prabhu-
pdda’s work and try to do the needful. Do
not think for a moment that my interest is
different from that of your Guru
Maharaja.

Marngalniloy submitted the entire pro-
posal before his spiritual master, and as
predicted, Madhava Maharaja canceled
the trip. Although Madhava Maharaja was
$rila Prabhupada’s Godbrother, he did not
want to be involved, and he doubted that
Prabhupada would actually get a donation
from Mr. Singhania. And now Mangalniloy
Brahmacari also doubted: “If your pro-
gram is not bona fide, the approach to a
big personality will be a ludicrous one no
doubt.”

On the same day that Srila Prabhupada
received the “ludicrous” letter, he also
received the final blow of noncooperation
from the Indian government. Second
Secretary Prakash Shah of the Indian
Embassy in Washington, D.C., wrote, “Due
to existing conditions of foreign exchange
stringency, it is not possible for the govern-
ment of India to accede to your request
for release of foreign exchange. You may
perhaps like to raise funds from residents
in America.”

It was confirmed: Prabhupada would
have to work without outside help. He
would continue alone in New York City.
His last letter to Mangalniloy Brahmacari
reveals his deep faith and determination.

So the controversy is now closed, and
there is no need of help from anyone else.
We are not always successful in our at-
tempts at preaching work, but such failures
are certainly not ludicrous. In'the absolute
field both success and failure are glorious.
Even Lord Nityananda pretended to be a
failure at converting Jagai and Mdadhai in
the first attempt. Rather, He was person-
ally injured in such an attempt. But that
was certainly not ludicrous. The whole
thing was transcendental, and it was
glorious for all parties concerned.

If Krsna consciousness were ever to take
hold in America, it would have to be
without assistance from the Indian govern-
ment or Indian financiers. Not even a lone
Indian brahmacdri would join him. Krsna
was revealing His plan to Prabhupadain a
different way. With the Singhania-sanction
schemes finished and behind him, Srila
Prabhupada would turn all his energy
toward the young men and women who
were coming to him in his Bowery loft. “I
have decided to struggle here in New York
to the end of my life,” he wrote to Sumati
Morarji. “I am now trying to incorporate
one corporation of the local friends and
admirers under the name International
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Society for Krishna Consciousness,

Incorporated.”

Of all his friends and admirers, Srila
Prabhupada gave his roommate, David
Allen, the most personal attention and
training. He felt he was giving David a
special chance to become America’s first
genuine Vaisnava. Prabhupada would
eventually return to India, and he wanted
to take David to Vrndavana. He would
show him temple worship and train him
more fully for future preaching in.the West.

He had come
onto the street
without knowing
where he would go.
Now he had to
face starkly
that he had
not one friend
of stature.

He had requested Sumati Morarji to pro-
vide free passage for David as well as for
himself. “You will be pleased to see this
American boy,” he wrote. “He is coming
of a good family and is a sincere soul to
this line of culture. There are others also
in the class I am holding here, but I wish to
take with me only one of them.”

I am very glad to say |Prabhupada said
one evening in his lecture| that our Mr.
David says sometimes, “Swamiji, I want to
increase my spiritual life immediately.”
[Prabhupada laughed as he imitated
David's urgency.| “Take patience, take
patience,” I tell him. "It will be done, of
course. When you have got such desire,
God will help you. He is within you. He is
simply trying to see how sincere you are.
Then He will give you all opportunities to
increase your spiritual life.”

At first David and Srila Prabhupada
lived together peacefully in the large hall,
Prabhupada working concentratedly on
his side of the partition, David ranging
throughout the large open space. David,
however, continued taking marijuana,
LSD, and amphetamines, and Prabhupada
had no choice but to tolerate it. Several
times he told David that drugs and halluci-
nations would not help his spiritual life,

but David would look distracted. He was
becoming estranged from the Swami.

But Prabhupada had a plan to use the
loft as a temple —to transform it into New
York'’s first temple of Radha-Krsna—and
he wanted David’s cooperation. Although
the neighborhood was one of the most
miserable in the world, Prabhupada talked
of bringing Deities from Jaipur or Vrn-
davana and starting temple worship, even
on the Bowery. He thought David might
help. After all, they were roommates, so
there could be no question of David’s not
cooperating; but he would have to give up
his bad habits.

Prabhupada was trying to help David.
But David was too disturbed. He was
headed for disaster, and so were Prabhu-
pada’s plans for the loft. Sometimes, even
not under the influence of a drug, he would
pace around the loft. Other times he
appeared to be deep in thought. One day,
on a dose of LSD, he went completely
crazy. As Carl Yeargens put it, “He just
flipped out, and the Swami had to deal
with a crazyman.” Things had been leading
to this—"he was a crazy kid who always
took too much”—but the real madness
happened suddenly.

Prabhupada was working peacefully at
his typewriter when David “freaked out.”
David started moaning and pacing around
the large open area of the loft. Then he
began yelling, howling, and running all
around. He went back to where the Swami
was. Suddenly Prabhupada found himself
face to face not with David —nice David,
whom he was going to take to India to
show the brahmanasin Vrndavana—buta
drugged, wild-eyed stranger, a madman.

Prabhupada tried to speak to him—
“What is the matter?”—but David had
nothing to say. There was no particular
disagreement. Just madness. . . .

Prabhupada moved quickly down the
four flights of stairs. He had not stopped
to gather up any of his belongings or even
to decide where he would go or if he
would return. There had been no time to
consider anything. He had taken quite a
shock, and now he was leaving the arena
of David’s madness. The usual group of
bums were sitting in the doorway, and with
their customary flourish of courtesy they
allowed him to pass. They were used to
the elderly Swami’s coming in and out,
going shopping and returning, and they
didn’t bother him. But he was not going
shopping today. Where was he going? He |
didn’t know. He had come onto the street
without knowing where he would go. . ..

He wasn't going back to the loft—that
was for sure. But where could he go? The
pigeons flew from roof to roof. Traffic
rumbled by, and the ever-present bums
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loitered about, getting drunker on cheap
poisonous alcohol. Although Prabhu-
pada’s home in the loft had suddenly
become an insane terror, the street at its
door was also a hellish, dangerous place.
He was shaken. He could call Dr. Misra’s,
and they might take him in. But that
chapter of his life was over, and he had
gone on to something better. He had his
own classes, young people chanting and
hearing. Was it all over now? After nine
months in America, he had finally gotten a
good response to his preaching and
kirtana. He couldn’t just quit now.
A.C.Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja—
whom everyone knew and respected in
Vrndavana as a distinguished scholar and
devotee, who had an open invitation to
see the Vice President of India and many
other notables—now had to face starkly
that he had not one friend of stature in the
United States. Suddenly he was as home-
less as any derelict on the street. In fact
many of them, with their long-time berths
in flophouses, were more secure than he.
They were ruined, but settled. The Bowery
could be a chaqtic hell if you weren’t on a
very purposeful errand —going directly to
the store, or back to your place. It was no

place to stand wondering where you would
live or whether there were a friend you
could turn to. But that was Srila Prabhu-
pada’s predicament. He wasn't on his way
to Chinatown to shop, nor was he taking a
stroll, soon to return to the shelter of the
loft. If he couldn’t go to the loft, he had no
place.

How difficult it was becoming to preach
in America amid these crazy people! He
had written prophetically in his poem the
day he had arrived in Boston Harbor, “My
dear Lord, I do not know why You have
brought me here. Now You can do with
me whatever You like. But I guess You
have some business here, otherwise why
would You bring me to this terrible place?”
What about his scheduled classes? What
about David —should Prabhupada go back
and try to talk with him? This had been
David’s first fit of violence, but there had
been other tense moments. David had a
habit of leaving the soap on the floor of
the shower stall, and Prabhupada had
asked him not to, because it was a hazard.
But David wouldn't listen. Prabhupada had
continued to remind him, and one day
David had gotten very angry and shouted
at him. But there was no real enmity. Even

today’s incident had not been a matter of
personal differences—the boy was a
victim.

Prabhupada walked quickly. He had free
passage on the Scindia Line. He could go
back to India. He could go home to
Vrndavana. But his spiritual master had
ordered him to come here. While crossing
the Atlantic, Prabhupada had written a
Bengali verse: “By the strong desire of Sri
Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura,
the holy name of Lord Gauranga, Lord
Caitanya, will spread throughout all the
countries of the Western world.” Before
nightfall he would have to find someplace
to stay—a way to keep up the momentum
of his preaching. This is what it meant to
be working without government sponsor-
ship, without the support of any religious
organization, without a patron. It meant
being vulnerable and insecure. Prabhu-
pada faced the crisis as a test from Krsna.
The instruction of Bhagavad-gita was to
depend upon Krsna for protection: “In all
activities just depend upon Me and work
always under My protection. In such
devotional service be fully conscious of
Me.... You will pass over all the obstacles

of conditional life by My grace.” o
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THE SEIGE
ONTHE
KINGDOM OF

PURANJANA

“They bound King Puraiijana like an animal
to take him away and forced the serpent and
the King's followers to go with them.”

by JAYADVAITA SWAMI
PAINTING BY RAMADASA ABHIRAMA DASA

he illustration on this page depicts an allegory, the Story

of King Puraiijana, which was told ages ago by the great
sage Narada to explain some of the perplexities of life in this
material world.

King Purafijana, the ruler of the country known as Paiicila,
lived in an opulent city, full of gardens, parks, and palaces of
dazzling beauty. There King Puraiijana reigned for one hun-
dred years in great comfort, surrounded by his servants,
family, friends, and other citizens.

King Purafijana had a very beautiful wife, who was the
center of his enjoyment, and of his very existence. Captivated
by his wife’s attractive features, the King became preoccupied
with pleasing her and tasting the pleasures of sex. He became
extremely attached to his children, his home, and his material
possessions. Desires for enjoyment filled his mind, and
pursuing their satisfaction became his main occupation.

Meanwhile, the King’s youth quickly expired, and soon his
kingdom was attacked by a powerful king named Candavega.

Here we may note that the Sanskrit word purafijanasignifies
“the living entity within the body.” The Vedic teachings make
a clear distinction between the body itself and the living force
that dwells within the body. The body is a sort of mechanical
vehicle formed of various inert elements. The structures of
the body, although wondrously complex, have no life of
their own. Rather, it is the conscious self within the body who
gives the body life. And when that consciousness departs, the
body becomes lifeless.

King Puraijana, therefore, represents the living entity, for
each living entity may be said to be the king or master of his
own body. The country of Paficala represents the atmosphere
in which one can enjoy one’s senses, and the capital city
represents the body itself. The city's walls, parks, towers,
gates, and so on represent the skin, hair, sensory organs, and
other constituents of the body. The Sanskrit word candavega
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means “passing very swiftly.” So King
Candavega represents Time. King Canda-
vega attacked the city of King Purafijana
with 360 male and female soldiers, who
represent the days and nights of the year.
As each day and night pass, one has lost
another day of one’s life.

While King Candavega and his soldiers
were attempting to plunder the city of
King Purafijana, a five-headed serpent
began to defend the city. This serpent
represents the living entity's vital force.
According to Vedic scriptures dealing with
yoga, the vital force maintains the work-
ings of the body through five kinds of air
that move within the body. Thus the
serpent is represented as having five
hoods. As time attacks, one’s vital force
fights back to maintain the body. Gradu-
ally, however, the vital force weakens. Thus
the five-hooded serpent began to lose his
strength.

Because King Puraiijana collected taxes
within his kingdom, he was free to enjoy
the pleasures of sex. By the nature of sexual
affairs, he didn’t realize that he was coming
increasingly under the control of women,
that his life was passing away, and that he
was quickly approaching death.

A living entity tries to be happy by sexual
enjoyment, but the more he tries to enjoy,
the more he becomes entangled in material
existence. By sexual enjoyment, one be-
comes even more firmly rooted in the
illusion that the body is the self, and one
increasingly forgets one’s spiritual identity
and the need for spiritual realization. As
the influence of sexual attachment ex-
pands, one begins to cling not only to one’s
wife but also to home, land, and posses-
sions. One begets children and must see to
their welfare, and one becomes obliged to
maintain one’s prestige among relatives
and friends. Consequently, for the sake of
supposed enjoyment, one has to work very
hard for money to support one’s family
and home. One forgets that one’s body,
family, and home are all temporary, and
thus one’s spiritual consciousness becomes
overwhelmed by illusion.

Attacked incessantly by the soldiers of
Candavega for one hundred years, the five-
hooded serpent began to lose his strength,
and King Purafijana and his friends and
citizens became extremely anxious. One
may struggle against time for perhaps
one hundred years, but eventually one’s
vitality weakens, and one’s bodily limbs
(Puranjana’s citizens and friends) become
feeble.

It is also significant to note that accord-
ing to Vedic medical science, sexual activi-
ty sapsone’s physical energy. By abstaining
from sex, yogis can increase their lifespans
dramatically and develop extraordinary
siddhis, or physical powers. On the other
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hand, by frequent sexual activity one
weakens the body and hastens the arrival
of old age and death. A young man seeks
to enjoy sex as much as possible, not
knowing that the more one has sex in
youth, the more severely the body is
attacked by weakness, pain, and disease in
old age.

Old age is figuratively known as Kala-
kanya, the daughter of time. So while
time’s soldiers were attacking the city of
King Purafijana, time's daughter, old age,
joined the attack. Old age begins her
attack imperceptibly, so much so that one
fails to realize that old age will eventually
overcome him. One plans for the future,
working hard to be comfortable and enjoy,
but as one grows old one loses one’s vitality,
and enjoyment slips away. Scientists con-
duct research to understand old age and
overcome it, but are themselves overcome
in the attempt.

Because a materialist lives for a dream
of happiness and comfort in this world, it
is better for him not to think about old
age, disease, and death. But one who is
serious about spiritual enlightenment
should always be conscious of the miseries
inherent in birth, death, disease, and old
age. Understanding these miseries, an
intelligent person avoids getting entangled
in useless attempts to enjoy what appears
to be happiness for the bodily senses, and
instead tries to understand his spiritual
identity and revive his spiritual life.

In attacking the city of King Purafjana,
Kalakanya was guided by her brother, the
King of the Yavanas, and accompanied by
his brother Prajvara. The King of the
Yavanas also had many soldiers, who
combined in the attack. The King of the
Yavanas is fear, and Prajvira is fever. The
Yavana soldiers represent various diseases.
These strong forces combined to attack
the city.

Although the city of King Purafjana
was full of paraphernalia for sense gratifi-
cation, the serpent that protected the city
was growing old and weak, and Kalakanya,
with the help of the powerful soldiers,
gradually attacked the city's inhabitants
and rendered them useless. The Yavana
soldiers entered the gates of the city and
gave severe trouble to all citizens. The
city of the body has nine gates—two eyes,
two ears, two nostrils, the genitals, and the
rectum. In old age, diseases appear at these
gates of the body, the limbs lose their
power to act, and the entire body begins to
deteriorate.

Kalakanya embraced King Puraiijana,
and thus he gradually lost all his beauty.
Having been too addicted to sex, he
became very poor in intelligence and lost
all his opulence. As the soldiers plundered
his possessions, his ministers and family
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members and other citizens began op-
posing him, and his wife became cold and
indifferent. Thus the King was full of
anxiety, but he was helpless because he
was overwhelmed by Kalakanya. By Kala-
kanya’s influence, the objects of King
Purafijana’s enjoyment became stale. The
King became confused and didn't know
what to do.

This is the situation of the living entity
at the time of death, especially in modern
civilization. As one grows older one'’s body,

One has
dedicated one’s
entire life
to material
happiness, and
then one’s very
body, on which
such happiness
depends, is
overwhelmingly
attacked.

mind, and intelligence grow weak, and
one’s subordinates and family members
turn against him. Even one's own wife
becomes unfaithful. Meanwhile, because
one has had no training in spiritual under-
standing, one becomes bewildered. One
has dedicated one’s entire life to the
pursuit of material happiness, and then
one’s very body, on which such happiness
entirely depends, is overwhelmingly at-
tacked, and one doesn’t know what to do.
Not having any spiritual understanding,
one becomes entirely miserable, overcome
by the forces of time.

The soldiers overran the city, and al-
though the King had no desire to leave, he
was being circumstantially forced to.
Prajvara set the city on fire, terrorizing
the citizens, and the King was over-
whelmed by grief.

While the city was being devastated,
King Puraijana began to think of his
family, his home, his household parapher-
nalia, and whatever wealth he had. He
remained affectionate toward his wife and
children and worried about them. How
would they live in his absence? Who would

maintain them? He recalled his wife's
affectionate dealings and lamented her
fate.

While King Puranjana was lamenting in
this way, the King of the Yavanas drew
near to arrest him. The Yavanas bound
King Purarijana like an animal to take him
away and forced the serpent and the King’s
followers to go with him. When the King
and the serpent left the city, it immediately
turned to dust.

When nature forces the living entity to
leave the body, that body, deprived of its
living force, again turns to inert matter.
While friends and relatives carry the body
in procession to the crematorium or the
grave, the living entity himself has already
left the body, taking his desires for enjoy-
ment with him. (It is these materialistic
desires that have been figuratively de-
scribed as the King’s followers.)

While enjoying his youth, King Purai-
jana had killed many animals, and now
these animals appeared again and began
to pierce him with their horns. According
to the laws of karma, one who kills animals
for his own enjoyment (or who pays to
have animals killed for the taste of meat)
is subjected to consequent suffering after
death.

King Puranjafia had a powerful well-
wisher and friend named Avijiiata. Un-
fortunately, however, while the city was
being devastated and King Purafijana was
being dragged off, the King could not
remember this intimate friend.

The Sanskrit word avijidta means “the
unknown one.” Every living being has an
intimate friend in the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, Lord Krsna. Unfortunately,
however, a living being in materialistic life
forgets his eternal relationship with Krsna
and tries to be happy independently in the
material world. Absorbed in trying to
gratify his senses, he lives in a world of
illusion, pursuing a happiness that doesn't
exist, and not understanding that time is
gradually taking away his life. If a living
entity revives his relationship with Krsna,
he can transcend the influence of illusion,
escape the sufferings of materialistic life,
and at the time of death return home to
the kingdom of God in the spiritual world.
Unfortunately, however, one who has spent
his whole life for sense gratification cannot
remember Krsna, and at the time of death
he is dragged off to the next body, to
continue in an endless cycle of repeate

birth and death. o

We have presented here only a portion
of the story of King Puraiijana, which is
quite long. The allegory, which ends
favorably for the King, appears in its
entirety in Srimad-Bhagavatam, Fourth
Canto, Volume Four.



Higher Education

- VARIED TALENTS
VARIED TRAINING

How a spiritual school readies young people for adulthood.

Dhanurdhara dasa earned
his philosophy degree at
the State University of
New York. After gradu-
ate work in education, he
joined the Krsna con-
sciousness movement in
1970 and eventually be-
gan teaching in Krsna
conscious schools. For
the past three years he
has been on the staff of
the Krsna conscious
school in  Vrndavana,
India, where some forty
boys between ages eight
and sixteen reside. On a
recent visit to the sub-
continent, a Philadelphia
grade-school  teacher
named Joshua Greene
taped this conversation.

Mr. Greene: What is it

they freshen up with a
bath and have a song
class where they sing
songs about Krsna in
Sanskrit, Hindi, and Ben-
gali. This is followed by
an evening meal, a dis-
cussion on the Bhagavad-
gita, hot milk, and then
rest by 8.

Mr. Greene: How does
the Vrndavana school
prepare the older boys
for adulthood?
Dhanurdhara dasa: That
depends on the individu-
al student’s propensities.
In the Bhagavad-gita
Krsna describes natural
divisions of livelihood
according to ability and
inclination. The more in-
telligent may continue
their studies. But by the

like teaching in India?
Dhanurdhara dasa: Vrn-
davana is unique. It’s the
place where Lord Krsna made His appear-
ance five thousand years ago. So you don't
really feel yourself a part of the material
world here. Life is simple, the climate is
right, and everywhere you turn there’s
something, some holy spot or temple, to
remind you of Krsna. It's a perfect environ-
ment for spiritual training, spiritual
growth.

Mr. Greene: What is a typical day like for
students here at the Vrndavana school?
Dhanurdhara dasa: Well, there are seasonal
adjustments, but usually the boys rise at 4
A.M., and at 4:30 they go to the temple to
take part in chanting and dancing. First
they sing prayers to the spiritual master,
and then they sing the Hare Krsna mahd-
mantra, the names of the Lord. At Swe all
go for a walk, chanting Hare Krsna softly
on our beads as we make our way to the
sacred Yamuna River. After bathing we go

“What may be right livelihood for one student may not be so for another.”

through Vrndavana village, singing Hare
Krsna in a festive mood with drums and
cymbals.

Mr. Greene: Do people object at that hour
of the day?

Dhanurdhara dasa: Everyone in Vrndavana
isa devotee of Krsna, so by then practically
everyone is awake and chanting Hare
Krsna and performing their other morning
devotional activities. They actually look
forward to the boys’ arrival each morning.
Then we return to the school for a class on
the Srimad-Bhagavatam, where we discuss
the science of self-realization and God
consciousness. At 9 A.M. we have break-
fast. Next, academic classes begin: Hindi,
Sanskrit, math, history, geography. English,
philosophy. We have a light meal at 1:30,
and afterward the boys wash their clothes
and clean the dsrama. Later they can nap
if they like, or study. Between 4 and 5 P.M.

time they're twelve, some
boys show more interest,
for example, in things
that let them work with their hands. It's a
very impractical law that forces young
people to remain in school longer than
that. Not everyone has great intellectual
capacity. We give everyone the opportunity
to develop intellectually. but if a teacher
sees that a boy doesn’t want to sit in class,
that he is happier doing other types of
work —like managing, farming, tending the
cows, or a craft —the teacher may recom-
mend that the boy be trained accordingly.
Srila Prabhupada wanted our schools to
offer all types of training.

Mr. Greene: So the educational process
varies in the Krsna schools according to
the capacity of the child?

Dhanurdhara disa: Yes. Of course. the
spiritual program is the same for everyone.
All the children learn to be clean, self-
disciplined, respectful, and above all,
Krsna conscious. The main idea behind
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Krsna conscious schooling is that human
life is meant for developing love for God.
But what may be the right livelihood for
one student may not be so for another. We
know from the Bhagavad-gita that one’s
abilities and inclinations toward a par-
ticular type of work are a result of karma,
activities performed in previous lifetimes.
Generally, the symptoms become manifest
by the time the person reaches twelve or
thirteen years.

Mr. Greene: Do the teachers push the
boys to give up play and engage in more
serious activities?

Dhanurdhara dasa: No. How can you force
devotional service? Devotion to Krsna has
to come voluntarily from the heart.All the
boys have free time to do with as they like.
We see, though, that some will choose, of
their own accord, to use their spare time
to learn scriptural verses or songs about
Krsna or to listen to recorded lectures by
their gurus. As their devotion grows, they
naturally want to make the most of their
time. They develop a taste for serving
Krsna and chanting the Lord’s names and
discussing His pastimes.

Mr. Greene: | understand some of the
boys are expert singers and musicians.
Dhanurdhara dasa: Oh, yes. Their chanting
is famous all over India.

Mr. Greene: Do they perform profes-
sionally?

Dhanurdhara dasa: No. That would be
exploitation. Their main purpose at school
is to develop the qualities of pure devotees,
not to become professionals. There are,
unfortunately, some schools in India that
do that—parade the children out before
wealthy people in order to collect dona-
tions for the school. No. Rather, our
students just want to enliven other people
to become devotees of Krsna. Last year
we traveled to Bangalore and chanted
Hare Krsna and gave discourses on self-
realization. Whole neighborhoods came
out and joined in the chanting. We couldn’t
get away. Hundreds followed us. Whole
towns.

Mr. Greene: Why such a reaction?
Dhanurdhara dasa: Even though very few
Indians strictly follow the principles of
Krsna culture these days. they at least
know the system and understand its impor-
tance. In the West few people understand
the concept of a God-centered education.
They think it’s brainwashing. But in India,
the people have a natural appreciation for
it. The men from more aristocratic families
usually received this kind of training
themselves. And so wherever we go,
people invite us into their homes and treat

us royally. “It’'s wonderful to see that you
are training these boys to be Vaisnavas—
devotees of the Lord.”

They appreciate spiritual purity. Srila
Prabhupada told us to expect such a
reaction. He used to say that a person may
be a drunkard—but he doesn’t want his
child to be one. Indian people are amazed
to see how our boys respect their teachers
and call them prabhu (“master”), how they
respect adults in general, and how they
bathe often, chant mantras, and live such
pure lives. The Indian people’s children
are becoming wild and Westernized, and
here they see us doing with our children
what they have been unable to do with
their own.

Mr. Greene: Is Krsna conscious schooling
as effective in Western countries as in
India?

Dhanurdhara dasa: Why not? Spiritual
development depends more on training
than on environment. Besides that, wher-
ever you have a community of devotees,
that naturally provides a proper environ-
ment. It’s not a question of Eastern or
Western environment. The real point is
that today’s educational system —Eastern
and Western—lacks spiritual direction,
and that spiritual training should begin

from childhood. bl
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The Beautiful Story of the Personality of Godhead

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Translation and commentary by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupﬁda
Founder-Acdrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

Second Canto: “The Cosmic Manifestation”

CHAPTER THREE

Pure Devotional Service:
The Change in Heart

As our serialized presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam continues, Siita
Gosvdmi’s learned audience requests him to explain how Sukadeva
Gosvami enlightened the great King Pariksit, who had already given up
all materialistic attachments.

TEXT 25

JUREER  GAIsIE
TEE AN |

WE  ERRRARE-
ARt Jafd ang g2 1Rui

athabhidhehy anga mano-nukilam
prabhasase bhagavata-pradhanah

yad aha vaiyasakir atma-vidya-
visarado nrpatirh sadhu prstah

atha—therefore; abhidhehi—please explain; ariga—O0 Sata Gosvami;
manah—mind; anukilam—favorable to our mentality; prabhasase—
you do speak; bhagavata—the great devotee; pradhanah—the chief;
yat dha—what he spoke; vaiyﬁsakihuSukadeva ‘Gosvami; dtma-
vidya—transcendental knowledge; visaradah—expert; nrpatim—unto
the King; sadhu—very good; prstah—being asked.

TRANSLATION

O Siita Gosvami, your words are pleasing to our minds. Please
therefore explain this to us as it was spoken by the great devotee
Sukadeva Gosvami, who is very expert in transcendental knowl-
edge, and who spoke to Maharaja Pariksit upon being asked.

PURPORT

Knowledge explained by the previous dcarya like Sukadeva Gosvami
and followed by the next like Sita Gosvami is always powerful transcen-
dental knowledge, and it is therefore penetrating and useful to all sub-
missive students.

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Second Canto, Third
Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled “Pure Devotional Service:
The Change in Heart.”

CHAPTER FOUR

The Process of Creation
TEXT 1

qd 999
TEERA AR TR |
T Af oot st & ST 4 2

4 siita uvaca

vaiyasaker iti vacas
tattva-niscayam atmanah

upadharya matim krsne
auttareyah satim vyadhat

sitah uvdca—Sita Gosvami said; vaiyasakeh—of Sukadeva Gosvami;
iti—thus; vacah—speeches; tattva-niScayam—that which verifies the
truth; ' dtmanah—in the self: upadhdarya—just havi-ng realized;
matim—concentration of the mind; Arspe—unto Lord Krsna; auttar-
eyah—the son of Uttara; satim—chaste; vyadhat—applied.

TRANSLATION

Siita Gosvami said: Maharaja Pariksit, the son of Uttara, after
hearing the speechés of Sukadeva Gosvami, which were all about
the truth of the self, applied his concentration faithfully upon
Lord Krsna.

PURPORT

The word satim is very significant. This means “‘existing” and
“chaste”. And both imports are perfectly applicable in the case of
Maharaja Pariksit. The whole Vedic adventure is to draw one’s attention
entirely unto the lotus feet of Lord Krsna without any diversion, as
instructed in the Bhagavad-gita (15.15). Fortunately Maharaja Pariksit
had already been attracted to the Lord from the very beginning of his
body, in the womb of his mother. In the womb of his mother he was
struck by the brahmastra atomic bomb released by Asvatthama, but by
the grace of the Lord he was saved from being burnt by the fiery weapon,
and since then the King continuously concentrated his mind upon Lord
Krsna, which made him perfectly chaste in devotional service. So by
natural sequence he was a chaste devotee of the Lord, and when he
further heard from Srila Sukadeva Gosvami that one should worship the
Lord only and no one else, even though full of all desires or desireless,
his natural affection for Krsna was strengthened. We have already
discussed these topics.

To become a pure devotee of Lord Krsna, two things are very much
essential, namely having a chance to be born in the family of a devotee
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and having the blessings of a bona fide spiritual master. By the grace of
Lord Krsna, Pariksit Maharaja had both opportunities. He was born in a
family of such devotees as the Pandavas, and just to continue the dynasty
of the Pandavas and show them special favor, the Lord specifically saved
Maharaja Pariksit, who later on, by the arrangement of the Lord, was
cursed by the boy of a brahmana and was able to get the association of
such a spiritual master as Sukadeva Gosvami. In the Caitanya-caritamrta
it is said that a fortunate person, by the mercy of the spiritual master and
Lord Krsna, achieves the path of devotional service. This was perfectly
applicable in the case of Maharaja Pariksit. By way of being born in a
family of devotees, he automatically came in touch with Krsna, and after
being so contacted he constantly remembered Him. Consequently Lord
Krsna gave the King a further chance for development in devotional ser-
vice by introducing him to Sukadeva Gosvami, a stalwart devotee of the
Lord with perfect knowledge in self-realization. And by hearing from a
bona fide spiritual master, he was perfectly able to concentrate his chaste
mind further upon Lord Krsna, as a matter of course.

TEXT 2

AATEAR R AUy
ﬂﬁmﬁﬁﬁwﬁmmaﬁuw

datma-jayd-sutdgara-
pasu-dravina-bandhusu

rajye cavikale nityam
viradham mamatarm jahau

atma—body; jaya—wife; suta—son; dgara—palace; pasu—horses
and elephants, dravina—treasury house, bandhusu—unto friends and
relatives; rdjye—in the kingdom; ca—also; avikale—without being
disturbed; nityam—constant; viridhdm—deep-rooted; mamatam—
affinity; jahau—gave up.

TRANSLATION

Mahiraja Pariksit, as a result of his wholehearted attraction for
Lord Krsna, was able to give up all deep-rooted affection for his
personal body, his wife, his children, his palace, his animals like
horses and elephants, his treasury house, hls friends and relatives,
and his undisputed kingdom.

PURPORT

Tu become hberated means to become free from dehatma-buddhi, the
illusory attachment for personal bodily coverings and everything con-
nected with the body, namely wife, children and all other entanglements.
One selects a wife for bodily comforts, and the result is children. For
wife and children one requires a dwelling place, and as such a residential
house is also necessary, Animals like horses, elephants, cows and dogs
are all household animals, and a householder has to keep them as house-
hold paraphernalia. In modern civilization the horses and elephants have
been replaced by cars and conveyances with considerable horsepower. Tp
maintain all the household affairs, one has to increase the bank balance
and be careful about the treasury house, and in order to display the opu-
lence of material assets, one has to keep good relations with friends and
relatives, as well as become very careful about maintaining the status
quo. This is called material civilization of material attachment. Devotion
for Lord Krsna means negation of all material attachments as detailed
above. By the grace of Lord Krsna, Maharija Pariksit was awarded all
material amenities and an undisputed kingdom in which to enjoy the
undisturbed position of king, but by the grace of the Lord he was able to
give up all connections with material attachment. That is the position of a
pure devotee. Maharaja Pariksit, due to his natural affection for Lord
Krsna as a devotee of the Lord, was always executing his royal duties on
behalf of the Lord, and as a responsible king of the world he was always
careful to see that the influence of Kali would not enter his kingdom. A
devotee of the Lord never thinks of his household paraphernalia as his
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own, but surrenders everything for the service of the Lord. Thereby liv-
ing entities under a devotee’s care get the opportunity for God realization
by the management of a devotee-master.

‘Attachment for household paraphernalia and for Lord Krsna go poorly
together. One attachment is the path of darkness, and the other attach-
ment is the path of light. Where there is light, there is no darkness, and
where there is darkness, there is no light. But an expert devotee can turn
everything to the path of light by an attitude of service to the Lord, and
the best example here is the Pandavas. Maharija Yudhisthira and house-
holders like him can turn everything to light by dovetailing so-called ma-
terial assets in the service of the Lord, but one who is not trained or is
unable to turn everything to the service of the Lord (nirbandhak krsna-
sambandhe) must give up all material connections before he can be fit to
hear and chant the glories of the Lord, or in other words, one who has
seriously heard Srimad-Bhagavatam for even one day, like Maharaja
Pariksit, from a fit personality like Sukadeva Gosvami, may be able
to lose all affinity for material things. There is no utility simply in imi-
tating Maharaja Pariksit and hearing Bhagavatam from professional
men, even for seven hundred years. To take Srirrmd-Bhégammm as a
méans of maintaining family expenditure is the grossest type of

' namaparadha offense at the feet of the Lord (sarva-subha-kriya-

samyam api pmmadah)

_ TEXTS 3-4 :
993 YR T TOST a9 |
TUMGHHATN  AEI qEwan: 11 1)
et fam dm A i T 9q |
TMEAR WA e = o R N

papraccha cemam evartham
yan mari prechatha sattamah

krsnanubhdva-sravane
Sraddadhdno maha-manah

sarhsthamh vijidya sannyasya
karma trai-vargikari ca yat

vasudeve bhagavati
datma-bhavari drdham gatah

papraccha—asked; ca—also; imam—this; eva-—exactly like; ar-
shamw-purpuse, yat—that; mdm—unto me; prcchatha—you are ask-
ing; sattamah—O great sages; krsna-anubhdva—rapt in thought of
Krsna; sravane—in hearing; $raddadhanah—full of faith; maha-
mangh—the great soul; saristham—death; vijiiGya—being informed;
sannyasya—renouncing; karma—fruitive activities; trai-vargikam—
the three principles religion, economic development and sense gratifica-
tion; ca—also; yat—what it may be:; vasudeve—unto Lord Krsna;
bhagavati—the Personality of Godhead; atma- bhavam—attracuon of
love; drdham—~firmly fixed; gatah—achieved

TRANSLATION

O great sages, the great soul Maharaja Pariksit, constantly rapt
in thought of Lord Krsna, knowing well of his imminent death,
renounced all sorts of fruitive activities, namely acts of religion,
economic development and sense gratification, and thus fixed him-
self firmly in his natural love for Krsna and asked all these ques-
tions, exactly as you are asking me.

PURPORT

The three activities of religion, economic development and sense grati-
fication are generally attractive for conditioned souls struggling for exis-
tence in the material world. Such regulated activities prescribed in the
Vedas are called the karma-kandiya conception of life, and householders
are generally recommended to follow the rules just to enjoy material



Text 5]
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prosperity both in this life and in the next. Most people are attracted by
such activities. Even in the activities of their modern godless civilization,
people are more concerned with economic’development and sense grati-
fication without any religious sentiments. As a great emperor of the
world, Maharaja Pariksit had to observe such regulations of the Vedic
karma-kandiya section, but by his slight. association with Sukadeva
Gosvami he could perfectly understand that Lord Krsna, the Absolute
Personality of Godhead (Visudeva), for. whom he had a natural love
since his birth, is everything, and thus he fixed his mind firmly upon
Him, renouncing all modes of Vedic karma-kindiya activities. This per-
fectional stage is attained by a jigni after many, many births. The jiianis,
or the empiric philosophers endeavoring for liberation, are thousands of
times better than the fruitive workers, and out of hundreds of thousands
of such jfianis one is liberated factually. And out.of hundreds of thou-
sands of such liberated persons, even one person is rarely found who can
firmly fix his mind unto the lotus feet of Lord Sri Krsna, as declared by
the Lord Himself in the Bhagavad-gita (7.19). Maharaja Pariksit is
specially qualified with the word maha-mandah, which puts him on an
equal level with the mahdtmas described in the Bhagavad-gitd. In the.
later age also there have been many mahatmas of this type, and they also
gave up all karma-kandiya conceptions of life, solely and wholly depend-
ing on the Supreme Personality of Godhead Krsna. Lord Caitanya, who is
Lord Krsna Himself, taught us in His Siksastaka (8):

aslisya va pada-ratam pinastu mam
adarsanan marma-hatam karotu vd

yatha tatha va vidadhatu lampato
mat-prana-ndathas tu sa eva ndparah

“Lord Krsna, who is the lover of many devotees (women), may embrace
this fully surrendered maidservant or may trample me with His feet, or
He may render me brokenhearted by not being present before me for a
long duration of time, but still He is nothing less than the Absolute Lord
of my heart.”

Srila Rapa Gosvami spoke thus:

viracaya mayi dandariv dina-bandho dayami va
gatir iha na bhavattah kacid anyd mamasti
- nipatatu Sata-koti-nirbhararh va navambhah
tad api kila-payodah stityate catakena

“0. Lord of the poor, do what you like with me, give me either mercy or
punishment, but in this world I have none to look to except Your Lord-
ship. The cdtaka bird always prays for the cloud, regardless of whether it
showers rains or throws a thunderbolt.”

Srila Madhavendra Puri, the grand-spiritual master of Lord Caitanya,
took leave of all karma-kandiya obligations in the following words:

sandhyd-vandana bhadram astu bhavato bhoh snana tubhyam namo
bho devah pitaras ca tarpana-vidhau naham ksamah ksamyatam
yatra kvapi nisadya yadava-kulottamasya karhsa-dvisah
smdram smdaram aghari harami tad alarh manye kim anyena me

“O my evening prayer, all good unto you. O my morning bath, I bid you
good-bye. O demigods and forefathers, please excuse me. I am unable to
perform any more offerings for your pleasure. Now I have decided to
free myself from all reactions to sins simply by remembering anywhere
and everywhere the great descendant of Yadu and the great enemy of
Kamsa [Lord Krsnal. I think that this is sufficient for me. So what is the
use of further endeavors?”
Srila Madhavendra Puri said further:

mugdham mar nigadantu niti-nipund bhrantarh muhur vaidikah
. mandari bandhava-saficayd jada-dhiyam muktadarah sodarah
unmattam dhanino viveka-caturah kimam maha-dambhikam
mokitumh na ksamate mandg api mano govinda-pada-sprham

“Let the sharp moralist accuse me of heing illusioned; I do not mind. Ex-
perts in Vedic activities may slander me as being misled, friends and
relatives may call me frustrated, my brothers may call me a fool, the
wealthy mammonites may point me out as mad, and the learned philoso-
phers may assert that I am much too proud; still my mind does not budge
an inch from the determination to serve the lotus feet of Govinda,
though I be unable to do it.”
And also Prahlida Maharija said:

dharmartha-kama iti yo ‘bhihitas trivarga
iksd trayl naye-damau vividha ca vartd

manye tad etad akhilar nigamasya satyar
svdtmarpanam sva-suhrdah paramasya purmsah

“Religion, economic development and sense gratification are celebrated
as three means of attaining the path of salvation. Of these, iksa trayi es-
pecially, i.e., knowledge of the self, knowledge of fruitive acts and logic
and also politics and economics, are different means of livelihood. All
these are different subjects of Vedic education, and therefore I consider
them temporary engagements. On the other hand, surrendering unto the
Supreme Lord Visnu is a factual gain in life, and I consider it the ulti-

“mate truth.” (Bhag. 7.6.26) :

The whole matter is concluded in the Bhagavad-gita (2.41) as
vyavasaydtmika buddhih, or the absolute path of perfection. Sri
Baladeva Vidyabhisana, a great Vaisnava scholar, defines this as bha-
gavvad-arcand-ripaika-niskama-karmabhir visuddha-cittah—accepting
transcendental loving service to the Lord as the prime duty, free from
fruitive reaction. '

So Maharaja Pariksit was perfectly right when he firmly accepted the
Jotus feet of Lord Krana, renouncing all karma-kindiya conceptions of
life.

TEXT 5

(L
Wi+ 74 e S99 aE |
Tt Al wel e s W g
rdjovdca
samicinamh vaco brahman
sarva-jasya tavanagha
tamo visiryate mahyari
hareh hkathayatah katham

rdja uvdca—the King said; samicinam—perfectly right; vacah—
speeches; brahman—O learned brahmana; sarva-jiasya—one who
knows all; tava—your; anagha—without any contamination; tamah—
the darkness of ignorance; viSiryate—gradually disappearing; mah-
yam—unto me; hareh—of the Lord; kathayatah—as you are speaking;
katham—topics. : :

TRANSLATION

Maharaja Pariksit said: O learned brahmana, you know every-
thing because you are without material contamination. Therefore
whatever you have spoken to me appears perfectly right. Your
speeches are gradually destroying the darkness of my ignorance,
for you are narrating the topics of the Lord.

i PURPORT .

The practical experience of Maharaja Pariksit is disclosed herein,
revealing that transcendental topics of the Lord act like injections when
received by the sincere devotee from a person who is perfectly uncon-
tami,nated by material tinges. In other words, reception of the messages
of Srimad-Bhagavatam from professional men, heard by a karma-
kandiya audience, never acts miraculously as stated here. Devotional
hearing of the messages of the Lord is not like hearing ordinary topics;
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[Canto 2, Ch. 4, Text 6]

therefore the action will be felt by the sincere hearer by experience of
the gradual disappearance of ignorance.

yasya deve para bhaktir
yatha deve tatha gurau
tasyaite kathita hy arthah
prakisante mahdtmanah
(Svetasvatara Upanisad 6.23)

When a hungry man is given food to eat, he feels satiation of hunger and
the pleasure of dining simultaneously. Thus he does not have to ask
whether he has actually been fed or not. The crucial test of hearing
Srimad-Bhdgavatam is that one should get positive enlightenment by
such an act.

TEXT 6
T o3 RfvEi S |
e g fE giamradar: o & |

bhitya eva vivitsami
- bhagavan dtma-mayaya
yathedarh srjate visvam
durvibhavyam adhiSvaraih

bhiiyah—again; eva—also; vivitsami—I wish to learn; bhagavdn—
the Personality of Godhead; atma—personal; mayaya—by the ener-
gies; yatha—as; idam—this phenomenal world; srjate—does create;
viSvam—universe; durvibhavyam—inconceivable; adhivaraih—by the
great demigods.

 TRANSLATION

I beg to know from you how the Personality of Godhead, by His
personal energies, creates these phenomenal universes as they are,
which are inconceivable even to the great demigods.

PURPORT

In every inquisitive mind the important question of the creation of the
phenomenal world arises, and therefore for a personality like Maharaja

Pariksit, who was to know all the activities of the Lord from his spiritual -

master, such an inquiry'is not uncommon. For every unknown thing, we
have to learn and inquire from a learned personality. The question of
creation is also one of such inquiries to be made to the right person.
The spiritual master, therefore, must be one who is sarva-jiia, as stated
hereinbefore in connection with Sukadeva Gosvami. Thus all inquiries
on God which are unknown to the disciple may be made from the
qualified spiritual master, and here the practical example' is set by
Maharaja Pariksit. It was, however, already known to Mahardja Pariksit
that everything we see is born out of the energy of the Lord, as we have
all learned in the very beginning of Srimad-Bhagavatam (janmady asya
yatah). So Maharaja Pariksit wanted to know the process of creation. The
origin of creation was known to him; otherwise he would not have
inquired how the Personality of Godhead, by His different energies, cre-
ates this phenomenal world. The common man also knows that the cre-
ation is made by some creator and is not created automatically. We have
no experience in the practical world that a thing is created automatically.
Foolish people say that the creative energy is independent and acts auto-
matically, as electrical energy works. But the intelligent man knows that
even the electrical energy is generated by an expert engineer in the
localized powerhouse, and thus the energy is distributed everywhere
under the resident engineer’s supervision. The Lord’s supervision in
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S onn Ko with creation is mentioned even in the Bhagavad-gita (9.10),

and it is clearly said there that material energy is a manifestation of one
of many such energies of the Supreme (pardsya saktir vividhaiva éri-
yate). An inexperienced boy may be struck with wonder by seeing the
impersonal actions of electronics or many other wonderful things con-
ducted by electrical energy, but an experienced man knows that behind
the action is a living man who creates such energy. Similarly the so-
called scholars and philosophers of the world may, by mental specula-
tion, present so many utopian theories about the impersonal creation of
the universe, but an intelligent devotee of the Lord, by studying the
Bhagavad-gitd, can know that behind the creation is the hand of the
Supreme Lord, just as in the generating electrical powerhouse there is
the resident engineer. The research scholar finds out the cause and the
effect of everything, but research scholars as great as Brahma, Siva,
Indra and many other demigods are sometimes bewildered by seeing the
wonderful creative energy of the Lord, so what to speak of the tiny mun-
dane scholars dealing in petty things. As there are differences in the liv-
ing conditions of different planets of the universe, and as one planet is
superior to others, the brains of the living entities in those respective
planets are also of different categorical values. As stated in the
Bhagavad-gita, one can compare the long duration of life of the inhabi-
tants of Brahma’s planet, which is inconceivable to the inhabitants of this
planet earth, to the categorical value of the brain of Brahmaji, also incon-
ceivable to any great scientist of this planet. And with such high brain
power, even Brahmaji has described in his great sarihita (Brahma-
sarhitd 5.1) as follows:

isvarah paramah krsnah
 sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah
anadir adir govindah

sarva-kdrana-karanam

“There are many personalities possessing the qualities of Bhagavan, but
Krsna is the supreme because none can excel Him. He is the Supreme
Person, and His body is eternal, full of knowledge and bliss. He is the
primeval Lord Govinda and the cause of all causes.”

Brahmaji admits Lord Krsna to be the supreme cause of all causes. But
persons with tiny brains within this petty planet earth think of the Lord
as one of them. Thus when the Lord says in the Bhagavad-git that He
(Lord Krsna) is all in all, the speculative philosophers and the mundane
wranglers deride Him, and the Lord regretfully says:

avajananti mam miadha
manusirh tanum asritam

parar bhavam ajananto
mama bhita-mahesvaram

“Fools deride Me when I descend in the human form. They do not know
My transcendental nature and My supreme dominion over all that be.”
(Bg 9.11) Brahma and Siva (and what to speak of other demiguds) are
bhutas, ar powerful created demigods who manage universal affairs,
much like ministers appointed by a king. The ministers may be iSvaras,
or controllers, but the Supreme Lord is mahesvara, or the creator of the
controllers. Persons with a poor fund of knowledge do not know this, and
therefore they have the audacity to deride Him because He comes before
us by His causeless mercy occasionally-as a human being. The Lord is not
like a human being. He is sac-cid-Gnanda-vigraha, or the Absolute Per-
sonality of Godhead, and there is no difference between His body and His
soul. He is both the power and the powerful.

(continued in next issue)
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REVOLT!

Inflation, Taxes, and Other Axes to Grind

by JAGAJIVANA DASA

‘ E an you trust the government to fight
inflation, cut taxes, trim waste, and

balance the budget?

Can you trust a rabbit to guard a lettuce
patch?

Let’s think about it. How much can we
trust a House and Senate who can spend
$3.4 million on an ad campaign for the
Postal Department—to get people to write
more letters—and another three quarters
of a million to find out whether the cam-
paign worked? How much can we trust
Washington’s “inflation fighters” when
their chauffeuring expenses (illegal to
begin with) cost the taxpayers $4.8 million
ayear? As for the government’s platoon of
scientists and intellectuals, the “brain
trust,” how much can we trust them to
research inflation when they're taking
$500,000 to research why humans and
monkeys sometimes grind their teeth,
$40,000 to find out why spiders build webs
near insects (the report is entitled “Spider
Distribution Associated with Prey Den-
sity”), and $36,000 to study “Evolution of
Song Learning in Parasitic Finches™?

Not to mention evolution of song and
dance in parasitic humans. Economist
Milton Friedman minces no words about
where inflation comes from: “Government
and government alone is the source of
inflation. Nobody else is responsible for
it." As economist John Kamin confirms,

Government started.inflation —through
deficit financing and removal of all currency
backing. Not one in one thousand knows
what's happening. The talk about “interest,”
“labor,” “capital spending.” “housing starts,”
etc., is smoke screen, inflation's trappings.

Congressman Bud Schuster of Pennsyl-
vania details the government’s tricks:

The Treasury does the only thing it can
do, since the President and Congress made
financial commitments in excess of their
means. . . . The Treasury Department sells its
bonds or notes to the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem, which . .. controls the supply of money. ...
And get this—the Federal Reserve literally
prints up more money on the government
printing presses and pays it to the Trea-
sury. . . . The Treasury then takes this new
money and pays the government'sdebts. . ..

Three guesses where you'd end up if you
tried to cover your family’s bills this way.
But our leaders do it legally. Then they
vote themselves inflation-proof salary
hikes (as Congress did in 1975 and 1977)
and leave us holding the bag —of increas-
ingly worthless money. Just recently, Con-
gress’s bipartisan Joint Economic Commit-
tee predicted that before 1990 a gallon of
gas will cost us $5.60, and a loaf of bread
will cost us $2.06.

Inflation is simply taxation. Sly, sneaky
taxation. Afraid of increasing direct taxa-
tion (and spoiling their humanitarian
image with the voters), our leaders spend
at a deficit and slip their unbacked cur-
rency into the economy. And what’s more,
after they've slipped us their bad money
and siphoned off our buying power, we
have to pay even higher taxes—inflation
forces us to accept “higher wages” that
move us into higher tax brackets.

Just through taxes alone, the govern-
ment is already snatching 43.5 cents out of
every dollar we earn. As U.S. News &
World Report explains, personal income
tax “is not the full measure of the impact
that taxes have on the family budget . . .
taxes levied on business are passed on to
the consumer in the form of higher prices.”
Now, when you figure both direct and
indirect (“passed-on”) taxation, then the
average American pays the government
every penny he earns from January 1 to the
sixth of June. And when you add double-
digit inflation —that sneaky tax—it turns
out that we pay the government consid-
erably more than half our wages. Back in
the Middle Ages, a serf had to fork over
some thirty to forty percent of the fruit of
his labor to the lord of the manor. Now
we're forking over more than fifty percent
to the government.

And here’s perhaps the nastiest trick of
all—Social Security. As an understandably
anonymous Social Security official ad-
mitted in 1965, “Continued general sup-
port for the Social Security system hinges
on continued public ignorance of how the
system works." At its inception, in 1935,
the Social Security system bore the title
“federal old age benefits,” and ever since,

we've heard about those glorious “trust
funds™ that were awaiting us upon our
retirement. But in 1937 the system’s own
lawyers had to admit to the Supreme
Court, “The [Social Security] Act creates
no contractual obligation with respect to
benefits.” The lawyers disclosed that the
payments American workers make into
the system “are true taxes, their purpose
being simply to raise revenue. The pro-
ceeds are paid unrestricted into the Trea-
sury as internal revenue collections, avail-
able for the general support of the govern-
ment.” And do they use those proceeds.
According to an official at the Bank for
International Settlements, in Switzerland,

The U.S. government has borrowed every
penny of the Social Security reserve and spent
it. The workers’ cash was replaced by govern-
ment bonds, which are merely the govern-
ment's IOU’s. Like the public gold in Fort
Knox, their money is gone with the wind.

As the Wall Street Journal noted in
November of 1977,

There is now $4.1 trillion in unfunded
Social Security liabilities, almost $1 trillion in
unfunded federal government pensions, and
a few hundred billion in unfunded state and
local pensions. . . .

The Journal went on to say that if federal,
state, and local governments are going to
pay off all these promises,

... they are going to do it by taxing....Noris
this something that is going to happen in the
next century. Observe the Congress piling on
Social Security tax rates. The future is now!

And they were right. On December 20,
1977, President Carter announced what
the media heralded as “a Christmas pres-
ent to Americans"—Social Security “re-
forms™ that raise our taxes by $227 billion
over the next ten years. For more than half
of American workers, the bite for Social
Security this year is more than for income
taxes. How many of these workers have a
clue that the government isn’t saving even
a dime of their payments for them?
Consider our indebtedness. To start
with, if Congress abolished Social Security
right now, they would still have to come up
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with more than $4 trillion to pay the
system’s present obligations. If we add to
this sum the current National Debt of more
than $800 billion, that means each of
us—every man, woman, and child —owes
more than $22,000. The way our indebted-
ness is expanding, by 1985 it will reach
a devastating $6 trillion. As economist
Richard Russell has noted, “. . . the U.S.
has simply used up its capital. Everything,
and I mean everything, is awash in debt.
The cities and municipalities, the citizens,
the corporations, the banks—all of it is
‘loaned out. ” And many notable American
institutions—such as New York City and
Cleveland, Chrysler Corporation, and
Franklin National Bank —are overextended
to the point of bankruptcy.

Meanwhile, mainly to keep social wel-
fare programs rolling (for fear of losing
votes) and to keep those bankrupt institu-
tions afloat, our representatives in Wash-
ington are spending—taxing us—at the
rate of $1.5 billion a day.

Where Will It All End?

If we could graph the National Debt’s
increasing cost to the taxpayers, it would
look like a mountain climber’s route up
the side of Mt. Everest. By 1982, says U.S.
News & World Report, the National Debt
will have reached $1 trillion, and the mere
interest on the government's spending
spree will be $75 billion a year. Only the
naive believe that the government is
actually planning to pay its debts off. Either
the debts will overwhelm us or our cur-
rency will become worthless. In 1974 Roy
Ash, then Federal Budget Director, cal-
culated that by the year 2000, combined
federal-state-local “budget outlays”—
taxes—will soak up 80 percent of our
personal income. Of course, many people
are hoping to solve our economic prob-
lems through “increased productivity.” But
if you're feeling bitter about keeping your
shoulder to the wheel now—when the
government is taking fifty percent—how
will you feel when they're taking eighty
percent?

Like any other family whose members
are facing bankruptcy, the composite
family we call America has to trim needless
expenditures and save money to pay off its
debt. In a moment we’ll look at the mathe-
matics of how we can get out of debt.

But first let’s look at the philosophy that
forced us into debt. Our political and
cultural leaders have sold us on the idea
that this is our world and we're here to
enjoy it, that you only live once. Of course,
it's their world, too, and they're here to
enjoy it, too, because they only live once.
Here'’s the rub. With this philosophy, it's
only logical for the top dogs to tax us to
death.

And as long as we go along with the
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philosophy of “It’s our world, we’re here
to enjoy it, you only live once.” we'll keep
electing leaders who tax us to death. See,
with this philosophy it becomes logical to
cheat, and if we were the leaders, we'd
quite possibly tax everybody else to death,
too. It’s only logical. So while we have lots
of axes to grind with a government of rank
cheaters, if we really want to elect better
leaders we'd better start sharpening an-

If you're feeling
bitter about
keeping your
shoulder to the
wheel now —when
the government
is taking fifty
percent—how will
you feel when
they’re taking
eighty percent?

other tool, the tool of transcendental
insight, or Krsna consciousness.

What we've got to see is that this is
actually the Supreme Lord’s world—it
didn’t just get here by accident —and we're
here simply to enjoy the reawakening of
our long-forgotten relationship with Him.
We don't live only once. We live forever.
But we have to keep coming back here
forever—or at least until we realize that
we're not simply these material bodies,
that we're actually spirit souls and we have
a relationship with the Supreme Spirit.

If we ignore our relationship with Lord
Krsna, we have to stay in this world and be
taxed, lifetime after lifetime, not only by
the House and Senate but by repeated
birth, old age, disease, and death. But with
the tool of transcendental insight we can
whittle away our ignorance—the igno-
rance by which we elect leaders who let
slaughterhouses, breweries, casinos, and
deficit spending interfere both with our
natural obligations toward the Supreme
Lord and with His natural arrangements
for us. By regularly chanting the Hare
Krsna mantra (the Lord’s holy names), we
can finally start offering Him His due and
gaining some small appreciation for His

natural arrangements.

Speaking of arrangements: the eco-
nomic mainstay of America (and the
world) is the land, farming. Krsna made it
that way. We can get food, clothing, and
shelter from the products of the land, and
we can use the rest of our time for discover-
ing the science of self-realization and
God conciousness. “Simple living, high
thinking."

What's more, with Krsna's continued
blessings in the form of rainfall, America
can use farming to get out of debt. Says
Washington economist Dr. Hans Bickel,
“By expanding our production 10 percent
during each of the next dozen crop years
(just as we did in 1974-1975), we can pay
off the $66 billion we now owe to foreign
governments.” Also, we can save the $750
million we pay farmers each year to let
their land lie idle. (And we can feed many
millions of the world’s hungry.) Already
we're getting high yields in our major crops
with large-scale machine farming, and
U.S.D.A. experimental plots have proven
that—again, with Krsna's blessing in the
form of rainfall —we can increase yields as
much as 20 percent or more with intensive
small-scale farming.

And through Krsna conscious small-
scale farming we can at last stop the
inflation-taxation spiral. As we've seen,
inflation starts with deficit spending. So
how are we going to stop inflation as long
as we're spending more than $250 billion —
half the federal budget—to give a yearly
feather-dusting to urban blight? If we really
want to stop inflation, a good number of
us will have to leave unproductive lives in
urban centers for a new life in the country,
in God conscious farming villages. And
here’s another thing. Once we establish
these self-sufficient rural co-ops, we can
also eliminate the debts we owe to Social
Security and various pension schemes. Of
course, to make all this happen we'll have
to take it to heart that for people who are
devoted to Him, the Supreme Lord
guarantees all life’s necessities.

With substantially increased farm pro-
duction and substantially reduced spend-
ing, by 1985 we can actually start paying
off the government’s six-trillion-dollar
debt. As Dr. Bickel confirms, “We can pay
back $50 billion the first year and let our
payments keep growing by $50 billion a
year. That way, before the turn of the
century we can be debt-free.”

And even now we can be free to live like
human beings—instead of mice on a -
treadmill —free to grasp our eternal, spiri-
tual identity and our eternal loving link
with the Supreme Person. Instead of living
against nature and paying excessive taxes
to an all-consuming government, we can
be living close to nature and paying extra
attention to an all-compassionate God. i



250,000 Celebrate Krsna’s Advent

Guests from all over India and the world visited Hare Krsna Land, ISKCON's temple-hotel complex

in Bombay. They came to celebrate the day when Krsna made His advent, some fifty centuries ago.

Bombay —Recently, the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness held a
three-day festival in 115 cities worldwide.
The celebration honored Janmastam (the
day Lord Krspna made His advent in this
world) and Vyasa-pija (the day ISKCON’s
founder-acdrya His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada made
his advent.) In Bombay, the scene of the
festivities was Hare Krsna Land,
ISKCON's temple-hotel complex at Juhu
Beach. More than a quarter of a million
people attended. Covering the event in
Bombay were representatives from the
Indian press and television industry, along
with ABC-TV.

The festival's high point was Lord
Krsna’s advent day, which also happened
to be India’s independence day. The
people who visited the complex witnessed
a panorama of Krsna consciousness. In
the temple they heard devotional songs
and viewed the Krsna Deities on the altar.
In the auditorium they took in devotional
music and dance. Outdoors in the huge
pandaltent they heard ISKCON members
and leading citizens talk about the need
for spiritual culture. Throughout the day,
the guests enjoyed more than 150,000 free
servings of prasada (spiritual food offered
to Lord Krsna). The excitement reached a
crescendo at midnight, when the Radha-
Krsna Deities were bathed in an abhiseka

ceremony. Afterward, more than one
thousand guests partook of a full nine-
course vegetarian feast. Among the many
visitors from other countries was a delega-
tion from Russia.

The next day, devotees and life members
commemorated Srila Prabhupada’s advent
day (which was in 1896). The celebration
saw offerings both of words and of flower
garlands and spiritual food—again, more
than one thousand guests took part in a
full nine-course feast. A feature article in
The Indian Express described Srila
Prabhupéda as “a cultural ambassador of
India to the world.” Dr. M. Vyasa, a former
secretary of the Gujarat government,
hailed Srila Prabhupada as “the greatest
representative of Srila Vyasadeva—
because all of the knowledge that Srila
Vyisadeva compiled in the Vedic litera-
tures, Srila Prabhupada presented in the
English language for modern man.”

Editorial Correspondence
Address letters to:

The Editors

BACK TO GODHEAD
The Hare Krishna Building
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New York, N.Y. 10019

Two New Krsna Restaurants

The Hare Krsna movement has opened
two new vegetarian restaurants, one in
Austin, two blocks from the University of
Texas, and the other in Washington, D.C.,
on Capitol Hill, just a short walk from the
White House. Both restaurants are named
“Govinda’s” (Govindais a name for Krsna
that means “He who gives pleasure to the
senses”), and both offer their patrons
opulent helpings—*“all you can eat"—of
krsna-prasada, food that is spiritually pure
because it has first been offered to Lord
Krsna.

Appeal for
Biographical Information

To gather information for a biography
now in progress, Srila Satsvariipa dasa
Goswami would like to get in touch
with anyone who had personal contact
with His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, the founder-acarya of
the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness. If you can remember
something about Srila Prabhupada from
your own personal experience, or if you
can provide copies of relevant letters,
documents, tape recordings, films, or
photographs, please write to

Bill Schlenz, Research Assistant
ISKCON

340 W. 55th Street

New York, New York 10019
Or call collect: (212) 765-8610.

Hare Krsna Calendar

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritual calendar that
divides the year into twelve months, each named for a dif-
farant form of Krgna. The devoteas at the ISKCON center
nearest you will gladly tell you about the meaning of the
festivals listed here.

Year 493, Caitanya Era- Vaignava month of Damodara

3 4

Disappearance of Winter rdsa dance of

$rila Bhigarbha Lord Krsna.
Gosvami and Srila Appearance of
Kadidvara Pandgita Nimbirka Acdrya

Disappearance of
fila Sundarinanda.

Vaignava month of Kesava

15 18 17
Utpannii-akidadi D of D ol
(fasting from grains Srila Killiya-Krsna- Srila Sranga

and beans) diisa Thikura Thikura

N ber 25 27 30

J-akBdadr

Offering of new D of g
garments of Lord Seila Madhusddana- | (fasting from grains
Jagannithadeva diisa Babdji Mahdraja. | and beans)
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“My exposure to the young devotees and
to Swami Bhaktivedanta as well as the
chanting of Hare Krsna has brought me
moments of inner peace and has enabled
me to live a little more spiritually with my
family and in my profession. My two older
children also spent some beautiful mo-
ments with the Swamiji—times we will
always treasure.

“It Is not necessary to shave your head
and to become fully absorbed in the
teachings to absorb some of the spiritual
vibrations which flow from the devotions
and activities of the Krsna consciousness
movement. Chanting and feasting in the
woods behind my house here in White
Plains has brought joy and bliss to our
neighbors from all walks of life."

—from a letter by Stephen J. Goldsmith,
attorney-at- law, White Plains, New York.
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HOW TO BEGIN

DEVOTIONAL YOG

by BRAHMANANDA SWAMI

KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS is also known as
bhakti-yoga, which means attaching or
linking oneself to the Supreme Lord
through divine love. Love is the highest,
most exalted state of consciousness, and
of all kinds of love the most satisfying is
love of God, or Krsna. When love is
reposed in Krsna, that love will automati-
cally extend to all His creatures. Krsna
consciousness, therefore, is total love.
Krspa consciousness provides the
enlightenment by which to understand
who one is, what the world is, and who
God is. One achieves this consciousness
by performing various scientific spiritual
disciplines recommended by great authori-
ties in the past. These disciplines assure
progress in spiritual life and result in
happiness in both this life and the next.
The various yoga practices of Krsna

PHOTOGRAPHS BY YOGESVARA DASA

consciousness are natural, they cost noth-
ing to learn, and one can perform them in
one's own home. To begin Krsna con-
sciousness one does not have to suddenly
leave home, renounce everything, and
become a brahmacarimonk. Rather, while
remaining at home, one can perform the
recommended spiritual practices, pref-
erably with the other members of one’s
family, and in this way advance very quickly
in Krsna consciousness.

The idea is to make Krsna conscious-
ness, or bhakti-yoga, the spiritual center
of one’s life. When the radio was first
introduced, it became so popular that
families all across America gathered
around it in the evenings. Then came
television, and that has now become
central. But through Krsna consciousness,
with its singing, dancing, feasting, and




philosophy, spiritual life can become the
spiritual center of one’s home.

When Srila Prabhupada first began
spreading Krsna consciousness in Ameri-
ca, he gave specific instructions on how
one can become Krsna conscious at
home.

First, set up an altar in your home at
some convenient place. The altar is a place
where you can perform meditation, offer
devotion to the Lord, and receive the
Lord’s love. The altar can be a small table
(this is what Srila Prabhupada first used).
Or you may even want to set aside an
entire room as a “meditation room” for
added sanctity and serenity.

On the altar, place a picture of Lord Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, Krsna’s incarna-
tion as a perfect devotee. Krsna, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, is one,
but because He is unlimited He is also
many. Krsna has incarnations and expan-
sions as numerous as the waves in the
ocean, yet Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu is a
very special manifestation. It is the special
mercy of Krsna that He comes as His own
devotee, just to show us how we can best
worship Him. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
being Krsna, is all-perfect, and so He
perfectly showed how to worship Lord
Krsna—by chanting the Hare Krsna maha-
mantra.

Also on the altar should be a photo of
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, the founder and spiri-
tual preceptor of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness, who intro-
duced Krsna consciousness to the West.
Between 1965, when he came to America
from India, and 1977, when he passed away
from this world, Srila Prabhupada con-
~ veyed the fullness of spiritual life through
his lectures, letters, books, recordings, and

the example of his own life. (At this writing,
Srila Prabhupada’s extraordinary life is
now being detailed in an authorized
biography by his Divine Grace Satsvaripa
dasa Goswami. See page 7.)

The altar should also have a photograph
of one’s own Krsna conscious spiritual
master. To make substantial advancement
in Krsna consciousness, it is essential to
receive initiation from a bona fide spiritual
master who is visibly present in the world
and who can directly guide you in spiritual
life. Srila Prabhupada therefore entrusted
some of his senior disciples with the
responsibility of becoming spiritual mas-
ters to offer this spiritual guidance. So it
would be immensely helpful for you to
come in touch with one of these spiritual
masters and include his picture on your
altar. (To find out more about these spiri-
tual masters and how you can meet one of
them, you can inquire from any ISKCON
center.)

The altar is the focal point for expressing
your love for God. God is everywhere, and
because He is everywhere He is also in His
picture on His altar, It is not that because
He is everywhere He is not in His picture.
Nor is God limited to being only in His
picture. Rather, He is in His picture as
well. So by looking at Krsna's picture on
the altar you can see God. and God also
sees you.

The best time to meditate before the
altar is in the morning, if possible just
before sunrise, and again in the evening,
around sunset. These are the best times
for spiritual advancement. In the early
morning the mind is especially fresh and
clear, and by beginning and ending the day
with meditation you sandwich the activities
of your day between spiritual practices.

In front of the altar, you can perform

the purest, most joyful form of meditation,
called kirtana. Kirtana means meditating
on God by glorifying and praising Him
with a mantra, a transcendental sound that
cleanses and liberates the mind. The
recommended mantra for the present age
(the Iron Age of Quarrel) is the maha, or
great, mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. Chanting
the Hare Krsna mantra will reveal to you
the essence of all Vedic literatures and
instructions. It is a transcendental vibra-
tion, nondifferent from Krsna Himself.
Krsna is absolute, so He is the same as His
name. To chant Hare Krsna, therefore, is
to experience Krsna directly.

A yogr of the highest order will never
meditate on anything impersonal or void.
Only vogis who are stuck on the bodily
platform do this. And even if such second-
class transcendentalists achieve liberation
from the material world, their achieve-
ment is temporary, because they fall again
to materialistic life. But by chanting Hare
Krsna faithfully and attentively, you will
come in personal touch with Krsna and
get that true transcendental experience
you are looking for. While chanting, it is
best to fix your mind on the chant by
hearing the sound of each word, each
syllable of the mantra. This will help pacify
your mind and bring it under your constant
control, and with a controlled mind you
will be able to experience great spiritual
pleasure.

There are two ways of chanting. First,
you can chant quietly to yourself with the
help of meditation beads. This quiet chant-
ing is called japa. Using the beads helps
engage your sense of touch in the medi-
tation, as well as your speech and hearing.
The second way to chant is aloud. With
your family or a group of friends you can
sing responsively and play hand cymbals,
drums, or other musical instruments, or if
you prefer you can just play a record or
tape of the kirtana and sing along. It's
really a joyous thing, especially with a
group, so why not invite your friends? The
more the merrier. And if you feel like
getting up and dancing during the singing,
well, just go ahead. Enjoy the chanting of
Hare Krsna.

After the chanting, the mind and body
are clear, and you are ready to give full
attention to spiritual subject matters. Now
you can read from the Bhagavad-gita As It
Is. The Bhagavad-gita was spoken by Lord
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of God-
head, five thousand years ago in India.
Within its pages you will find such diverse
spiritual topics as the soul and proof of its
existence, the difference between the body
and the soul, the nature of God, the choice
between work and renunciation, the na-
ture of the world, how to live a godly life,
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reincarnation (transmigration of the soul),
what yoga is, what karma is, how to pre-
pare for death, what happens after death —
all this and more, compressed within seven
hundred verses. Srila Prabhupada’s pur-
ports, his explanations of the verses, eluci-
date the meaning and guarantee clear
understanding of exactly what Lord Krsna
spoke. You can read the book little by
little, so as_to digest it carefully. Reading
out loud, even if alone, sharpens the mind’s
attention.

When you finish the Gita you can begin
reading the Srimad-Bhagavatam. Thisis a
comprehensive thirty-volume work, com-

plete with full-color illustrations and in-
dexes. It is called the Encyclopedia of
Spiritual Knowledge, because it can tell
you everything you ever wanted to know
about spiritual life. So just as you may
have a book shelf reserved for the encyclo-
pedia of the material world, you can also
have one for the encyclopedia of the
spiritual world.

After the chanting and philosophy. you
will probably have quite an appetite. So
refreshments follow. On the altar you can
offer food to Lord Krsna with devotion,
and He is so kind that He partakes of the
offering, and what is left you can take as

Krsna { onsclousness
InYour OwnHome

Krsna consciousness. After
hearing and reading about it,
perhaps now you're wondering
whether you could experience it for
yourself more fully. The answer is
yes. With our Aids to Meditation
and Bhakti-Yoga, you can ex-
perience the inner peace and fulfill-
ment of Krsna consciousness on
your own. What you'll receive in-
cludes...

e Srila Prabhupada'’s introduc-
tory book The Science of
Self-Realization

» A set of meditation beads for
chanting the maha-mantra

¢ A cloth bag for the meditation
beads

« Handcarved wooden neck
beads

» A pack of assorted Spiritual
Sky incense

¢ A handcrafted brass incense
burner

¢ Three beautiful 8" X 10" color
prints with frames as shown:
Srila Prabhupada, Sri ri
Radha-Krsna, and Lord
Caitanya with His principal
associates

« And a brief meditation
manual

All of this would ordinarily cost
$20.95, but we've put it together as
a package for only $14.95.

Please order by using coupon on inside back cover.
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His holy remnants, called prasdda. You
can offer Krsna simple fruits, whatever
happens ta be in season; or if you are mare
ambitious you can prepare and offer
vegetarian dishes using milk, sugar, butter,
vegetables, grains, and spices. The Lord
will not accept nonvegetarian offerings,
but a Hare Krsna Cookbook is available
that gives recipes of wonderfully tasty
dishes you can prepare for Krsna's satis-
faction. In addition to offering food. you
can also offer some flowers and incense
on the altar, and this will make for a very
nice atmosphere.

After placing the food on the altar, you
can recite this prayer: “O Lord, this ma-
terial body is a lump of ignorance, and the
senses are a network of paths to death.
Somehow I have fallen into this ocean of
material sense enjoyment, and of all the
senses the tongue is the most voracious
and uncontrollable. It is very difficult to
conquer the tongue in this world, but You,
dear Krsna, are very kind to us, and You
have given us this nice prasdda, spiritual
food, just to conquer the tongue. So we
now take that prasdda to our full satisfac-
tion and glorify Your Lordships Sri Sri
Radha and Krsna and in love call for the
help of Lord Caitanya and His associate
Lord Nityananda.”

Now it's time to partake of the prasada—
undoubtedly one of the most enjoyable
aspects of Krsna consciousness.

Now that you have had spiritual food
that has first been offered to Krsna, you're
ready for your daily work. Whatever it is,
you will perform it more efficiently and
with definite satisfaction. Naturally, the
benefits of bhakti-yoga performed at home
will accompany you throughout the day, at
your work. Because your consciousness
has been cleared, you will be alert about
what to do and what not to do. Also, you
can directly spiritualize your work by using
a portion of its fruits—your wages—for
spiritual life, either by purchasing Krsna
conscious books and paraphernalia or by
donating a portion 1o spread Krsna con-
sciousness. I, for instance, worked as a
teacher for two years while learning Krsna
consciousness, and I donated my wages.
Often people can dovetail their work with
the service of Krsna and do something
that assists the Krsna consciousness move-
ment. Take Mr. Goldsmith, for example,
who wrote the letter quoted at the begin-
ning of this article. Back in 1966 he used
his ability as an attorney to draw up
ISKCON’s constitution and formally regis-
ter ISKCON as a religious organization.
Surely that alone has endeared him to
Lord Krsna and Srila Prabhupada eter-
nally, making his life as a human being a
success. So you see, it’s very easy to begin

PPt
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

Colleges for Curing the Social Body

This exchange between His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and some of
his disciples took place in Vrndavana, India,
during March of 1974.

Srila Prabhupada: In this age the politicians’
business will be to exploit the poor citizens, and
the citizens will be embarrassed and harassed so
much. On one side there will be insufficient rain
and therefore scarcity of food, and on the other
side there will be excessive taxation by the
government. In this way the people will be so
much harassed that they will give up their homes
and go to the forest.

Atreya Rsi dasa: Nowadays the government
simply collects money and does nothing.

Srila Prabhupida: The government’s duty is to
see that every person is employed according to
his capacity. There should be no unemployment—
that is a very dangerous situation in society. But
the government has drawn people off the land
and into the cities. They have made the consid-
eration, “What is the use of so many people
working on the land? Instead we can kill animals
and eat them.” It’s all very easy— because they
don'’t care about the law of karma, the inevitable
results of sinful activities. “If we can eat the
cows, why should we take so much trouble to
till the land?” This is going on all over the world.
Atreya Rsi disa: Yes, the farmers’sons are giving
up farming and going to the city.

Srila Prabhupada: You know this nonsense of
“topless, bottomless"? The leaders want that.
They want the hotels to pick up college girls and
let them be enjoyed by the guests. All over the
world the whole population is becoming pol-
luted. So how can people expect good govern-
ment? Some of the people will take charge of
the government, but they are polluted. So
wherever we have a Hare Krsna center we
should immediately establish a college for
training people —first, according to their natural
talents (intellectual, administrative, productive,
and laboring). And everyone will be elevated to
spiritual awareness by performing the spiritual
activities we prescribe—chanting the Hare
Krsna mantra, hearing the science of self-
realization from Bhagavad-gita, and doing
everything as an offering to Krsna. Everyone’s
life will become devotional service to the
Supreme Lord.

At the same time, for the management of
practical affairs we have to organize and train
the different social divisions, because there are
different kinds of brains. Those who have very
intellectual brains should become brahmanas—
priests, teachers, advisors. Those who are fit for
management and protection of others should
become kgsatrivas, administrators and military
men. Those who are fit for producing food and
taking care of the cows should become vaisyas,
mercantile men. And those who can assist the
others and take up trades and crafts should be
Stdras, workingmen.

In the social body, just as in your own body,
there must be divisions of work. If everyone

wants to be the brain (the intellectuals) or the
arms (the administrators), then who is going to
act as the belly (the farmers) or the legs (the
workingmen)? Every kind of occupation is
needed. The brain is needed; the arms are
needed; the belly is needed; the legs are needed.
So you will have to make the social body
organized. You have to help people understand
the Supreme Lord’s natural social divisions:
some people will work as the brain, others as
the arms, others as the belly, and still others as
the legs. The main aim is to keep the social body
perfectly fit.

‘You must make sure that everyone can engage
in the kind of occupation he is suited for. That is
important. The thing is, every kind of work can
be devotional service to the Lord —the main
point is to see that people are engaged in that
spirit in their natural work. For instance, when
you are walking, your brain is working—"“Go
this way; go that way; a car is coming"—and
your brain says to your legs, “Come to this side.”
Now, the work of the brain and the work of the
legs are different, but the central point is one—to
get you safely across the street. Similarly, the
central point of the social body should be
one—everyone should help in serving Krsna.
Srila Satsvariipa disa Goswami: Will this kind
of college be for the general public?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, for anyone. For instance,
an engineering college is open for everyone; the
only requirement is that people must be ready
to take up the training. This is our most
important program now, because people all over
the world have been misguided by these so-
called leaders. Children can attend a Krsna
conscious primary school, and then, when they
are grown up, they can attend a Krsna conscious
college for further development in their occupa-
tional work and their devotional life.

Atreya Rsi dasa: Will we teach business, also?
Srila Prabhupada Not this modern business—

no. That is rascaldom. “Business™ means that
you produce enough grain and other crops so
that you can eat sumptuously and distribute to
everyone—men and animals (especially the
cows)—so that they will become stout and
strong. That way the cows can supply milk and
the human community can work hard, without
suffering from disease. We are not going to
open mills and factories. No.

Yadubara dasa: Srila Prabhupada, what class
do the arts and crafts come under? In our society
today artists and musicians are accepted as
philosophers.

Srila Prabhupada: No, an artist is a workmgman
At the present moment your colleges and
universities are giving too much stress on the
arts and crafts. Therefore the whole population
is workingmen. No real philosophers, no wis-
dom. That is the difficulty. Everyone is being
drawn by the attraction of getting a high salary.
They take a so-called technical or scientific
education and end up working in a factory. Of
course, they won't work in the field to produce
crops. Such people are not philosophers. A
philosopher is one who is searching out the
Absolute Truth.

In your Western countries the rascals are
writing about the philosophy of sex, which is
known to the dog. This kind of philosophy can
be appreciated by rascals, but we do not
appreciate it. Someone who is searching after
the Absolute Truth—he is a philosopher. Not
this rascal Freud —elaborating on how to have
sex. In the Western countries the people have
all become low-class, and Freud has become
their philosopher. “In the jungle, the jackal
becomes the king.” That's all.

What is the actual knowledge in this so-called
Western philosophy? The whole Western world
is struggling along for industry, for making
money—“Eat, drink, and be merry,” wine and
women. That's all. They are less than low class.
This is the first time the attempt is being made
to make them human beings. Don't mind that I
am using very strong words—it is a fact. They
are animals, two-legged animals. Rejected men.
Vedic civilization rejects them as the lowest of
the low. But they can be reclaimed.

Westerners can be reclaimed, just as you
Westerners —my students —have been reclaimed.
Although you come from the lowest situation, by
training you are becoming more than brahmanas.
There is no bar to anyone. But unfortunately,
these rascals do not agree to accept this oppor-
tunity. As soon as you say, “No more illicit sex,”
“no more meat-eating,” they become angry.
Rascals and fools. As soon as you give them
good lessons —education —they become angry.
If you give a snake nice milk and banana, the
result is that he will simply increase his poison.
But somehow, by Krsna's grace, you are becom-
ing trained. You become trained and revise the
whole pattern of Western civilization, especially
in America. Then a new chapter will come in.
This is the program. Therefore Krsna conscmus
colleges are required.
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KRSNA
CONSCIOUSNESS
IN HISTORICAL
PERSPECTIVE

by DR. DIANA L. ECK

The Krsna consciousness movement
is part of an important and distinc-
tive tradition of devotional faith, the
Gaudiya Vaisnava tradition, which began
in the sixteenth century with the great
saint Sti Caitanya, but which participates
in a much older movement of devotion
dating back to at least the second century
B.C.

This devotional faith is called bhakti,
which means devotion to God or the love
of God. The word bhakti comes from a
Sanskrit root which means “to love, to be
devoted, to share.” Bhakti expresses the
relationship between human beings and
the Lord, It is a relationship of shared
being and of mutual love.

The bhaktitradition found a full expres-
sion in the ancient Bhagavad-gitd, “The
Song of the Lord.” The Lord is Krsna, the
Supreme Lord, who manifested Himself
as the charioteer of the warrior Arjuna in
the ancient era of the Mahabharata war.
The Bhagavad-gitdis the dialogue of Krsna
and Arjuna at the edge of the Battlefield
of Dharma (Right; Duty; Sacred Order)
just as the battle is about to begin. It is an
existential dialogue on some of the most
deeply significant human questions, raised
in this dramatic limit-situation: What is
human life? What is transcendence? How
can one be actively engaged in the world
without being ensnared by it?

Krsna gradually reveals Himself to
Arjuna as teacher, as friend, and finally as
Lord. The Gita has been heard and told
and cherished by generations of Hindus,
who have seen Krsna as the Supreme
Godhead: one who is utterly and awe-

DR. DIANA L. ECK is Assistant Professor of

Hindu Religion in the Department of Sanskrit
and Indian Studies and the Comparative Study
of Religion at Harvard University.
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somely transcendent and who is, at the
same time, personal, loving, and intimately
related to human beings.

Like the New Testament, the Bhagavad-
gita is a gently revolutionary treatise. It
picks up and redefines many of the major
terms of the ancient Vedic ritual tradition,
making religious life accessible and mean-
ingful not only to the elite few—the
brahmana priests, the gurus, yogis, and
monks—butalso to the common people in
the context of their ordinary lives of
relationships and duties.

What is sacrifice? It is not the compli-
cated and expensive ritual fire sacrifice
described at length in the ancient scrip-
tures and performed infrequently by
dozens of priests. Rather, all of one’s
ordinary actions, done in an attitude of
surrender to God, can be called “sacrifice”

What is renunciation? It is not leaving
the world behind to become a wandering
monk or a hermit. Rather, it is active
participation in the affairs of the world,
renouncing only what is hardest to re-
nounce: egotistical attachment to the
fruits of one’s labors.

What is worship? It is not elaborate
ritual which only a few can afford, but
simple offerings to God, made with a pure
heart. As Krsna explains to Arjuna: “Who-
ever offers to Me a leaf, a flower, a fruit, or
water with devotion |bhakti], that person’s
offering of love made with a pure heart do
I accept.” (Bg. 9.26)

What is yoga? It is discipline. That to
which one “yokes” oneself is one’s yoga. It
is not only the spiritual discipline of those
adepts who seek liberating wisdom (jridna-

yoga). It is also the discipline of action

without attachment to the personal re-
wards of action (karma-yoga). And it is
also the discipline of devotion to the Lord
in all one’s activities (bhakti-yoga).

Who is the yogi? Who is the priest? Not
just the privileged few may follow the path
of voga or make acceptable offerings in
the temple. Everyone, men and women,
high caste and low, may be a yogr of
devotion or may offer the simple fruits of
action to the Lord.

Among the many religious ideas which
the Gita shapes for the later tradition,
bhakti is one of the most significant: the
love of God which gives life and meaning
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to all one does—ritual, spiritual disci-
pline, the search for truth, and ethical
action.

The tradition of devotional piety that
began in India with the Gitais long, varied,
and rich. The life of the incarnate Lord
Krsna is told in some of the great scrip-
tures, particularly the Bhagavata Purana.
He was born of a royal family and rescued
at birth from His uncle, the wicked king
Karhsa, who wanted to kill the baby Krsna.

He grew up in the care of foster parents in
the village of Vrndavana in rural north
India. In His life among these simple
villagers, Krsna's devotees have discov-
ered meaningful paradigms for the human-
divine relationship. Krsna was the child
who grew up in their midst, and people
loved the child Krsna with the spontaneous
love of parents who delight in the playful
exuberance of their children. Krsna was
the heroic youth who conquered many a

demon and protected the people of the
land of Vraja. His companions loved Him
with the trusting, admiring love of friend
for friend. To the young women of Vrnda-
vana Krsna was the enchanting lover. Here
one sees one of the most dramatic para-
digms of human-divine love: the risking,
serving, fervent, and sometimes anguished
love of lover for beloved. Krsna and Radha
are the divine pair, lover and beloved.
One of the most vigorous and vibrant
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Dialogue on an

ancient battlefield
(previous page): Just
as the battle was about
to begin, a deeply
significant existential
dialogue took place
between the warrior
Arjuna and Krsna, the
Supreme Lord, who
had manifested Himself
as Arjuna’s charioteer.

The founder of the
Hare Krsna movement,
$ti Caitanya (at right,
in center), surrounded
by principal associates.
$ri Caitanya popular-
ized the chanting and
singing of the holy
names of the Lord.

periods of devotional piety on the Indian
subcontinent began about five hundred
years ago, when a new wave of thisancient
bhakti tradition broke across north India
as virtually a Protestant Reformation of
the Hindu tradition. The love of Krsna
was an important part of this movement,
which produced a burst of devotional
poetry, not in the Sanskrit of the elite, but
in the vernacular languages of the people.
In their songs and hymns these poets
repeated many of the themes of the Gira:
the supremacy of devotional faith rather
than ritual; the affirmation of human
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equality rather than hierarchy; the impor-
tance of simple acts of praise—making
offerings of flowers or singing the name of
the Lord.

There were many poets, saints, and
theologians who contributed to this era of
exuberant devotion. Among them was the
Bengali spiritual leader Sri Caitanya, who
may be called the founder of the Hare
Krsna movement. He was born in Bengal
in 1486 and at a young age became an
adept Sanskrit scholar. In 1508 on a pil-
grimage to Gaya, he encountered a
teacher of the devotional Vaisnava school

named I$vara Puri. From this time on, he
gave himself fully to the devotional wor-
ship of Krsna, popularizing and developing
a form of worship called kirtana, the
chanting and singing of the holy names of
the Lord to the accompaniment of small
brass hand cymbals and long cylindrical
drums.

Sri Caitanya traveled throughout India
and attracted many followers. He made
one pilgrimage to the heart of the Vaisnava
South, and according to his biographers
he left the entire South chanting the name
of Krsna. More important to the Caitanya



movement, however, were his travels in
the North, where he is said to have
converted great nondualist philosophers
as well as some of the world-renouncing
sannydsis of Banaras to the love of Krsna.

Caitanya’s devotion to Krsna was both
intense and magnetic. According to his
immediate followers, Caitanya revealed
himself as Krsna and Krsna's beloved
Radha manifest together in one body.

Sti Caitanya himself left only eight
written verses. After he passed away,
however, he was followed by a group of six
inspired disciples and scholars called
Gosvamis who settled in Krsna's ancient
homeland of Vrndavana and contributed
a tremendously rich body of literature to
the emerging Gaudiya Vaisnava tradition.
Among them, Sanatana Gosvami wrote
the famous Hari-bhakti-vilasa, a manual

Among Sri Caitanya’s followers, the
scholars known as the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana (above) contributed a rich
body of literature to the emerging
tradition. In 1933 Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvatt Gosvami (left), a great modern
teacher of this tradition, directed that
the message of devotion to Krsna be
brought to the English-speaking world.

of ritual still utilized by the Hare Krsna
movement. His brother Rupa Gosvami
wrote one of the principal theological
works of the movement, the Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu, translated into English
by A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
as The Nectar of Devotion. Jiva Gosvami,
the author of Sa¢-sandarbha, was the chief
philosopher of the movement. A some-
what younger contemporary was Krsna-
dasa Kaviraja, who, at the request of the
Gosvamis, wrote the biography of Sri
Caitanya, the Caitanya-caritamrta, in
Bengali.

From this first generation of disciples
both in Vrndavana and in Bengal, the great
teachers of this devotional tradition
emerged, one after another, passing their
insight from one generation to the next.
They have followed in succession to the
present day, and Vrndavana continues to
be the spiritual heart of this bhakti
tradition.

In 1933 one of the leaders of the Gaudiya
Vaisnava movement, Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Gosvami, initiated a new dis-
ciple: A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami, whose
special task was to bring the message of
krsna-bhakti to the English-speaking
world. In 1944, A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

began to publish in Calcutta an English
semimonthly magazine called Back to
Godhead, which is published in the United
States today under the same name. During
the fifties he retired to Vrndavana, where
he lived a very simple life in the temple of
Radha-Damodara and began to translate
into English the voluminous Bhagavata
Purana. In 1965, A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami came to the United States, arriving
by freighter, with little money and no
contacts. In time, with difficulty, he estab-
lished the first Krsna temple in the United
States, a Second Avenue storefront on the
Lower East Side in New York. Before long,
one could hear the name of Krsna in
Tompkins Square Park or on Fifth Ave-
nue. Within a decade the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness—the
American strand of the Gaudiya Vaisnava
tradition—spread to most major American
cities. It became known by the very words
with which the saint Caitanya praised the
Lord some five hundred years ago: “Hare
Krsna!™ “Praise Krsna!”

Among the recent projects of those who
have devoted themselves to Krsna is the
establishment of a farming community in
the hills of West Virginia named after the
homeland of Krsna—New Vrndavana.
Meanwhile, in the original Vrndavana, the
worship of Krsna flourishes, and the new
Krsna-Balarama temple, built by the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness, has become one of the favorites of
Hindu pilgrims to the holy land of Krsna.

In the summer of 1978 while I was doing
my own research in north India, I was
approached by a number of Hindus who
assumed, because I wore a sari and spoke
Hindi, that I was a Hare Krsna devotee.
Without exception they praised the work
of the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness in India, both in Vrndavana
and in the birthplace of Caitanya at
Mayapur in Bengal. I remember especially
one old woman who came up to me in a
temple in Banaras, and touched my feet in
a gesture of respect, and said to me in
Hindi, “The temple you have built to Lord
Krsna in Vrndavana is splendid, so
splendid, and I want to thank you.”

Surely the greatest affirmation of the
authenticity and significance of the Hare
Krsna movement has come from Hindus
themselves. In Boston the ISKCON temple
has become a gathering place for many of
the Indians who live here as professional
people or as students. There on Common-
wealth Avenue, together with American
devotees, they worship Krsna and cele-
brate the great festivals of the Hindu year.
And in Vrndavana, Hindus crowd into the
new Krsna-Balarima temple and sing
“Hare Krsna” with those young Americans
who have become new participants in their
ancient tradition. jieg
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CONTROLLER

(continued from page 5)

is God. Sabda-brahma, spiritual sound
vibration—the sound is God. This is the
way.

And if you want to see God, you can see
Him also. That is prescribed here in
Bhagavad-gita. For instance Krsna says,
prabhdsmi Sasi-siryayoh: “I am the sunlight
and moonlight.” Isit very difficult? Itis not

a bogus thing that Krsna says, “I am the
sunlight.” He is. And He asks you to see. If
you see minutely, then you will see Krsna.
You want to see Krsna. Then you should
see Krsna as Krsna advises. Krsna says,
raso ham apsu kaunteya: “l am the taste
of the water or any liquid substance. The
taste | am.” Now, whenever you drink water
or milk or any other liquid thing—every-
thing has got a different taste —if you think,
as Krsna advises you, “This taste is Krsna,"

FE'nhance your spiritual life

Mantra Meditation

Beads: a string of 108
hand-carved “japa beads” —
chanters use them as an aid
to concentration during
meditation on the Hare
Krsna maha-mantra. Each
string of beads comes with a
cotton carrying bag and an
instruction pamphlet. $4.95.

@Magazine Binder:

(for your copies of Back
to Godhead): a handy way
to keep each month’s issue
in mint condition. Holds 12
issues. $4.95.

Deity Poster: a full-

color photo of the
beautiful Deities at the
Bhaktivedanta Manor, in
England. Poster-size. $2.00.

The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
BTG 14-10

3764 Watseka Ave.

Los Angeles, CA 90034

My check or money order for
$.___ isenclosed.
Please send the following
quantity of each item:

o L e e R
#6___SML #7___SML #8___twin
__doubleY,O,R,P,B, G

I Name

Address
City
State ZIP

Please add 10% to cover postage.
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For spiritual realization, all you really need is the chanting
of the Hare Krsna maha-mantra. But to enhance your
spiritual life, you may want to add the items listed below.

Karatalas: pure bell-

metal hand cymbals
used in chanting the Hare
Krsna maha-mantra. Im-
ported from India. $12.00/
pair.

Mrdanga Drum:

lightweight, double-
headed Indian-style drum
used in chanting the maha-
mantra. Unbreakable.
Comes with an instruction
book and cassette instruc-
tion tape. $79.50.

- Yogi Pants: from
India. Comfortable,
loose-fitting cotton. Avail-
able in short, medium, and
long—please specify on
order form. $7.95.

Kurtas: traditional

Indian-style shirts. All-
cotton, long-sleeve. Avail-
able in small, medium, and
large—please specify on
order form. $8.95.

Tapestries: colorful
Madras cloth, for bed-
spreads, curtains, pillow
cases, wall hangings, or
clothing material.
a) Twin-size (6' x 9') $5.95 each
b) Double-size (7%’ x 9') $7.95
each. Colors: yellow, orange, red,
purple, blue, green—please
specify on order form.

then in that taste you'll find Krsna. Begin
as Krsna says, and then you will see Krsna.
It is not difficult. There are so many
examples given by Krsna in the Bhagavad-
gita.

raso 'ham apsu kaunteya
prabhasmi Sasi-siiryayoh

pranavah sarva-vedesu
Sabdah khe paurusarm nrsu

“O son of Kunti [Arjuna], I am the taste of
water, the light of the sun and the moon,
the syllable om in the Vedic mantras; I am
the sound in ether and ability in man.”
[Bg. 7.8]

Don't try to see Krsna in your own way;
then you will never find Him. Why do you
say, “We have not seen God,” when God is
represented in so many ways? You take
God’s advice and try to see Him as He
advises, and then you'll see God. That's a
fact. I do not understand—why do they
say, “We have not seen God”? You are
always seeing God. You are seeing the
sunlight, you are seeing the moonlight,
you are smelling the good fragrance of a
flower. If you are a scholar you are reading
the Vedas: prapavah sarva-vedesu—"In
the Vedic mantras,”Krsna says, “I am the
sound of om.” And paurusari nrsu: any
wonderful, intelligent work somebody has
done —that is Krspa.

So you have to see Krsna in this way, as
Krsna advises. Then very soon you will see
Krsna. There is no question of not seeing.
You will see Krsna at every moment.
Premarnjana-cchurita-bhakti-vilocanena
santah sadaiva: you will see Him twenty-
four hours a day. Those who are actually
Krsna's devotees are seeing Krsna; they
are seeing nothing but Krsna. There is no
question of not seeing Him. But you have
to adopt the method for seeing Him.

If you study this Bhagavad-gita
minutely —this is the science of God —you
will see God, you will see Krsna and
understand everything. Therefore we have
presented it. But if you misinterpret—if
you pollute it by your own interpretation —
then you'll not see Him. These rascals,
these scientists and bogus yogrs, they are
simply polluting. Because they have not
linked themselves with the authorized dis-
ciplic succession that comes from Krsna,
even though they may try to become very
learned scholars and very learned leaders,
they are simply rascals. Actually they are

-rascals, because they cannot see Krsna in

the things around them. But all the dcaryas,
the great spiritual masters—they have ac-
cepted Krsna. In the Gta Arjuna accepted
Krsna as the Supreme Person: sarvam etad
rtam manye yan mam vadasi kesava—"1
totally accept as truth all that you have
told me, O Krsna. Only the demoniac
cannot comprehend Your personality. "i&#
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AUSTRALASIA: Adelaide, Australia—13-A Frome St/ (08)223-2084; Auck-
land, New Zealand —Hwy. 1B, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golfcourse) (mail: cfo RD.
2, Kumeu) / 412-8075; Lautoka, Fiji—5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: clo P.O. Box 125)/
61-633, ext. 48; Melbourne, Australia— 197 Danks St, Albert Park, Melbourng, Vic-
toria 3206 (mail: cfo P.O. Box 125} /689-5122; Sydney, Australia—112 Darlinghurst
Rd., King's Cross, N.S.W. (mail: clo P.O. Box 158) / (02)357-5162.

FARMS: Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshana)—contact ISKCON

Auckland; Colo, Australia (Bhaktivedanta Ashram)—Upper Colo Rd, M.S.W.
(mail: cfo P.O. Box 493, St. Mary's, 2760, N.SW.)/ 04-565-5284: Murwillumbah,
Australia (New Govardhana) —'Eungella’ Tyalgum Rd. via Murwillumbah, N.S.W.,
2484 (mail: clo P.O. Box 687) / 066-721903.
EUROPE: Athens, Greece—133 Solonos; Amsterdam, Holland —Herengracht
96/020-24 94 10; Barcelona, Spaln—Pintor Fortuny 11, Barcelona, 1/ 319-69-53;
Dublin, Ireland—2 Belvedere Place, Dublin 1; Duedingen, Switzerland—Im
Slillen Tal, CH 3186 Duedingen (FR) / (037) 43.26.97; Frankfurt a. Main, W. Ger-
many —Schloss Rettershof uber, 6233 Kelkheim, Ts./ 06174-21357: Gallarate,
Italy—Via A. Volta 19, Gallarate 20131 (VR) / 0331-783-268; Lausanne, Switzer-
land—11 rue César-Roux, CH-1005/ (021)20.06.21; London, England (city) —10
Soho St, London W1/ 01-437-1835; London, England (country) —Bhaktivedanta
Manor, Letchmore Heath, Watford, Hertfordshire WD2 8EP/ Radlett (09276) 7244:
Madrid, Spain—Calle Arturo Sorio No. 208; Parls, France — 20 rue Vieille du Tem-
ple, Paris 75004/ 500-63-58; Rome, Italy —Salita del Poggio Laurentino 7, Rome
00144/ (06)593-075; Stockholm, Sweden—Korsnas Gard, 140 32 Grodinge/
0753-29151; Vienna, Austria—2103 Langenzersdorf, Haaderstrasse 28/
02244-29912,

FARMS: Valencay, France (New Mayapur)—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/
(54)40-23-26; London, England —(contact Bhaktivedanta Manor); Perignano,
Italy —Via Delle Colling, Localita, La Meridiana, Perignano, Pisa / (0587)-616194.

LATIN AMERICA

BRAZIL: Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais—Rua dos Pampas, 123, Prado/
3371337; Curitiba, Parana—Rua Coronel Dulcidio 836, Batel; Pdrto Alegre,
RS —Rua Guananas 117, Guaruja 90000; Recife, Pernambuco —Ave. 17 de Agosto

257, Parnamirim 50000; Rio de Janeiro, RJ—R. Hemenergildo de Barros 21, Glaria
20241; Salvador, Bahia—Ave. Otavio Mangabeira 97-A, ltapoa 40000; Sao Paulo,
SP —R. Pandia Calogeras 54, Liberdade 01525,

FARMS: Feira de Santana, Bahia (Chacara Hridayananda) —BR 324,
Km 99; Pindamonhangaba, Sao Paulo (New Gokula) —Ribeirao Grande CP.
108, 12400.

OTHER COUNTRIES: Bogotd, Colombia—Carrera 3A No. 54-A-72 | 255-9842;
Cuzco, Peru—Avenida Pardo Mo. 1036/ 2277; Georgetown, Guyana—24
Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara; Guadalajara, Mexico —Avenida las Americas
Mo. 225, Sector Hidalgo/ 163455; Guatemala City, Guatemala—Segunda Calle
6-26, Zona 13/ 310833; La Paz, Bolivia—Apartado Postal 102278; Lima, Peru—
Jirdn Junin 415, Lima / 47-18-10; Medellin, Colombia—Carrera 32, No. 54-42; Mex-
ico City, Mexico—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miguel Chapultepec, Mexico DF.
18/ (905)271-0132; Panama City, Panama—43-58 Via Espafia Altos, Al Lado del
Cine, Bella Vista; Quito, Ecuador—Calle Yasuni No. 404; St. Augustine, Trinidad
and Tobago—Gordon St. at Santa Margarita Circular Rd./ 662-4605; San José,
Costa Rica—Apartamentos Dorita, NUmero B, Barrio Saprissa, Cerca Universidad;
San Salvador, El Salvador—67 Avenida Sur No. 115, Colonia Escalon / 243 445;
Santiago, Chile —Eyzaguirre 2404, Puente Alto/ 283,

NORTH AMERICA

CANADA: Edmonton, Alberta—11009 131st St./ (403)453-7196; Montreal,
Quebec—1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ (514) 527-1101; Ottawa, Ontario—
1429 Cyrville Rd. K1B 3L7/ (613)741-8518; Toronto, Ontario—243 Avenue Rd.
MSR 2J6/ (416)922-5415; Vancouver, British Columbia—5580 S.E. Marine Dr.,
Burnaby V5J 3GB/ (604)433-8216.

FARM: Hemingford, Quebec (New Nandagram) —315 Backbrush Rd, RR.
No. 2, JOL 1HO/ (514)247-3429.

U.8.A.: Atlanta, Georgia—1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. NE 30306/ (404)378-9182;
Austin, Texas—1910 Whitis Ave. 78705/ (512)476-7138; Baltimore, Mary-
land—200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville 21228/ (301)747-9815; Berkeley,
California—2334 Stuart St. 94705/ (415) 843-7874; Boston, Massachusetts—
72 Commonwealth Ave. 02116/ (617)536-1695; Chicago, lllinois—1014 Emerson
St., Evanston 60201/ (312)273-3960; Cleveland, Ohio— 15720 Euclid Ave., E. Cleve-
land 44112/ (216)851-9367; Columbus, Ohio—99 East 13th Ave. 43201/ (614)
299-5084; Dallas, Texas—5430 Gurley Ave. 75223/ (214)827-6330; Denver,
Colorado—1400 Cherry St 80220/ (303)333-5461; Detroit, Michigan—383
Lenox Ave. 48215/ (313)824-6000; Gainesville, Florida—921 SW. Depot Ave.
32601/ (904)377-1496; Gurabo, Puerto Rico—Box 215 B, Route 181, Santarita
00658; Hartford, Connecticut—84 Silver Lane 06118/ (203)568-1422:
Honolulu, Hawali—51 Coelho Way 96817 / (808)595-3947; Houston, Texas—
1111 Rosalie St. 77004 / (713)526-9860; Laguna Beach, California—644 S. Coast
Hwy. 92651/ (714)497-3638; Las Vegas, Nevada—6601 Painted Desert Dr. 89108/
(702)645-4934; Los Angeles, California—3764 Watseka Ave. 90034 / (213) 871-
0717; Miami, Florida—10900 Coral Way 33165/ (305)552-1766; New Orleans,
Louisiana—2936 Esplanade Ave. 70119/ (504)488-7433; New York, New York—
340 W. 55th 5t. 10019/ (212)765-8610; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—41-51 West
Allens Lane, 18119/ (215)247-4600; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania—4626 Forbes Ave.
15213/ (412)683-7700; Portland, Oregon—2805 S.E. Hawthorne St. 97214 / (503)-
231-5792; St. Louis, Missouri—3926 Lindell Ave. 63108/ (314)535-8085; Salt
Lake City, Utah—859 Park St. 84102/ (801)355-2626; San Diego, California—
1030 Grand Ave,, Pacific Beach 92109/ (714)483-2500; San Juan, Puerto Rico—
1016 Ponce de Leon St. Rio Piedras, 00925/ (B09)765-4745; Seattle, Washing-
ton—400 18th Ave. East 98112/ (206)322-3636; State College, Pennsylvania—
103 E. Hamilton Ave, 16801/ (814)234-1867; Washington, D.C.—10310 Oakiyn Rd.,
Potomac, Maryland 20854 / (301)299-2100.

FARMS: Carriere, Mississippi (New Téalavan)—Rt. No. 2, Box 449,
39426/ (601)798-6705; Gainesville, Florida—contact ISKCON Gainesville; Hop-
land, California (Mount Kailas) —Route 175, Box 469, 95449/ (707)744-1100;
Hotchkiss, Colorado (New Barshana) —P.O. Box 112, 81419/ (303)527-4584;
Lynchburg, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka)—RAt No. 1, Box 146-A, (Mulberry)
37359/ (615)759-7058; Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindaban)—R.D.
Mo. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge 26041/ (304)845-2790; Port Royal, Penn-
sylvania (Gita-ndgari) —R.D. No.1, 17082/ (717)527-2493.

Hare Krsna
Hare Krsna
Krsna Krsna
Hare Hare
Hare Rama
Hare Rama
Rama Rama
Hare Hare

WHAT IS A MANTRA? In Sanskrit, man means
“mind’ and tra means ‘“‘freeing.”” So a mantra is a com-
bination of transcendental sounds that frees our minds
from the anxieties of life in the material world.

Ancient India’s Vedic literatures single out one mantra
as the maha (supreme) mantra. The Kali-santarana
Upanisad explains, ““These sixteen words—Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rima, Rama Rama, Hare Hare—are especially meant
for counteracting the ill effects of the present age of
quarrel and anxiety.”

The Ndrada-paficardtra adds, ““ All mantras and all pro-
cesses for self-realization are compressed into the Hare

Krsna maha-mantra.”

Five centuries ago, while spreading the mahd-mantra
throughout the Indian subcontinent, Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu prayed, ‘O Supreme Personality of Godhead, in
Your holy name You have invested all Your transcen-
dental energies.”

The name Krsna means “‘the all-attractive one,” the
name Rama means ‘‘the all-pleasing one,”” and the
name Hare is an address to the Lord’s devotional en-
ergy. So the mahd-mantra means, *‘O all-attractive, all-
pleasing Lord, O energy of the Lord, please engage me
in Your devotional service.”” Chant the Hare Krsna
maha-mantra, and your life will be sublime. ey
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- NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Do You Need a Guru?

Most people think they have no need
for a spiritual master. In a sense, they are
right. People interested only in an animal-
like existence do not need a spiritual
master. A spiritual master is required fora
person who is inquisitive about transcen-
dental knowledge. Often, even people who
claim to be interested in the spiritual path
say they do not need a spiritual master.
They say, “Let each man be his own guru,”
or “Let God Himself (who is in everyone'’s
heart) be your guru."”

The difficulty with each man’s being his
own guru is painfully obvious. A genuine
guru can free his disciple from the per-
plexities of life. Since we are all suffering
from birth, death, old age, and disease,
and since we are unable to stop these
miseries, how can we be our own guru?
Admitting his own frailty, Arjuna ap-
proached Lord Krsna and submitted him-
self: “Now I am confused about my duty
and have lost all composure because of
weakness. In this condition I am asking
You to tell me clearly what is best for me.
Now I am Your disciple, and a soul sur-
rendered unto You. Please instruct me.”
The Bhagavad-gita informs us that each
person’s real identity is eternal spirit soul,
free from suffering. But as long as he
continues to identify himself with his body,
thinking himself an American or a black
man or a white man or a woman or a cat or
a dog, then he will continue to suffer
repeated birth and death. We may invent
different philosophies to suit our individual
tastes, but as long as we are forgetful of
our eternal relationship with God, we will
continue to lament. As soon as Krsna
accepted Arjuna as His disciple, He ex-
posed this mistake: “While speaking
learned words, you are lamenting for what
is not worthy of grief. Those who are wise
lament neither for the living nor for the
dead.” We admit that we need help in
repairing our auto, in fixing our teeth, in
arranging our finances, but often we think
that in spiritual matters every man is his
own best guide. The spiritual science is in
fact the most subtle and difficult to
comprehend —and therefore one in which
we certainly need help from a person who
knows the truth. It is ignorant pride that
prevents us from admitting we need the
help of a spiritual master.

Once I spoke with a Quaker who was
very glad when he heard me say that the
guru is in the heart: the Supreme Lord is
the guru within. Lord Krsna as the original
guru confirms this: “I am seated in every-
one’s heart, and from Me come intel-

ligence, memory, and forgetfulness. . . . I,
dwelling within the heart, destroy the
darkness of ignorance with the torchlight
of knowledge.” But out of His compassion
the Supreme Lord not only manifests
Himself as the guru within, but also ap-
pears externally in the world as the pure
devotee of God or the spiritual master in
disciplic succession. Krsna as the Super-
soul is within a person’s heart, and when
one is serious, the Lord directs him to take
shelter of His representative, a genuine
spiritual master. Directed from within and
guided externally by the self-realized
spiritual master, one attains the path of
Krsna consciousness, the way out of
material suffering.

“O my Lord! Transcendental poets and
experts in spiritual science could not fully
express their indebtedness to You, even if
they were endowed with a prolonged
lifetime, for You appear in two features—
externally as the spiritual master and
internally as the Supersoul [the Lord in the
heart|—to deliver the embodied living
being by directing him how to come to
You.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta) The Lord
in the heart and the guru, the spiritual
master, are needed together, just as a train
needs two rails to run on.

So who is the spiritual master? The real
master is one who does not invent any-
thing. This is the point. He repeats what
has gone before. And this is the whole
fault of bogus teachers. They are not in
line with the standard teachings of the
scriptures and the recognized spiritual
masters.

The spiritual master can be likened to a
pharmacist who is authorized to give a
certain medicine. There are plenty of
medicines in a drug store, but one cannot
simply go in and say, “It’s all medicine —just
give me anything.” No, only the authorized
pharmacist can point to the medicine
required for your illness. So spiritual
knowledge already exists fully in the scrip-
tures, but one needs an expert advisor.

And what is his authorization? “To learn
transcendental subject matter one must
approach the spiritual master. The symp-
tom of such a spiritual master is that he is
expert in understanding the Vedic con-
clusion, and therefore he constantly en-
gages in the service of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.” (Mundaka Upa-
nisad) The genuine guru is God’s repre-
sentative, and he speaks about God and
nothing else. He represents the Supreme
Lord, just as a viceroy represents a king.
The guru will not manufacture anything.

Everything he says is in accordance with
the scriptures and the previous spiritual
masters. He will not give you a mantra and
tell you that you will become God or that
you can do anything you like. A real guru's
mission is to appeal to everyone to become
a devotee of God. Because the Supreme
Lord Himself sends the pure devotees to
appeal on His behalf, one cannot please
God without pleasing His servant. “By the
grace of the spiritual master, one gets the
mercy of Krsna; unless one pleases the
spiritual master, one’s location is
unknown.”

Often, people shy away from thinking
they need a spiritual master, because they
are afraid they will be cheated. Our spiri-
tual master, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, commented
on this: “If you are sincere, you will find a
sincere guru. Because people want every-
thing very cheaply, they are cheated. We
ask our students to refrain from illicit sex,
meat-eating, gambling, and intoxication..
People think that this is all very difficult—a
botheration. If someone else says, “You
may do whatever nonsense you like—
simply take my mantra and worship me,
then people will like him. The point is that
people want to be cheated and therefore
cheaters come.” One has to be sincere,
and also intelligent. Just as when someone
is considering attending a school he must
at least have a preliminary knowledge of
what a school is, so also, unless one has a
preliminary knowledge of transcendental
matters, how can he inquire from his
spiritual master? Books like Bhagavad-gita
and Srimad-Bhagavatam give us education
in spiritual life, which will help us under-
stand the necessity for a spiritual master
and help us distinguish between the real
thing and the false.

The great opportunity of human life is
that one can use the elevated human
consciousness to understand himself and
God in an eternal loving relationship. To
miss this opportunity is the greatest trage-
dy. Unless one is enlightened in his lifetime,
then at death he has to face an ocean of
nescience: taking repeated birth and
death. But every person has a very efficient
boat in the human body, and he has an
expert captain when he finds a genuine
spiritual master; and the scriptural injunc-
tions are like favorable winds. If we do not
cross the ocean of the nescience of ma-
terial existence, in spite of all these favor-
able facilities, then we are intentionally
committing suicide. SDG

32 BACK TO GODHEAD




Bhagavad-gita As It Is. If
you have any interestatall
* in spiritual life, you owe it
¥ . toyourself to read

' Bhagavad-gita, the most
loved and revered of

India’s ancient books of
knowledge. This is the
- mostimportant book with
which to embark on the
spiritual quest. Bhagavad-
gitd As It [s, the most
widely read edition of the
Gitdin English, gives the
complete text of this great
classic, with 56 full-color
illustrations and an exten-
sive commentary that en-
sures clear understanding.
Harbound: $5.95 (11
Softbound: $2.95 (12}

The Perfection of Yoga. A lucid explanation of the psychology, methods, and purpose

- Climb to the highest ‘consciOuspéss

with the books of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktive

he

PP

R S

POPULAR SELECTIONS

of yoga and meditation. $.95 (15)

Easy Journey to Other Planets. A close look at mystic yoga, astral travel, and divine '

love in the material and spiritual universes. $1.25 (16)

Readings in Vedic Literature. By Satsvaripa dasa Gosvami. A comprehensive in-
troduction to Indian philosophical and spiritual thinking and an anthology of the
_greatest writings. $1.95 (17)

ADVANCED STUDIES

The Nectar of

Instruction. How to be-
come a gosvami, a master
of the mind and senses.
$1.95 (41)

The Nectar of Devotion. A
step-by-step guidebook
on how to practice bhakti-

yoga.

Hardbound: $7.95 (42)
Softbound: $3.95 (43)
Teachings of Lord
Caitanya. The essential
teachings of Lord Krsna’s
most recent incarnation.
Hardbound: $6.95 (44)
Softbound: $4.95 (45)

; Sﬁmad»ﬂhiiavalam. Caitanya-caritamrta.
These two works —each a multivolume, richly
illustrated hardbound set—fully explain the deepest
truths of self-realization and Krsna consciousness.
For further information, please circle 46 on the
coupon at right.

Subscribe

to this unique spiritual journal—fully devoted to the world

of Krsna consciousness and self-realization. One year....
only $8.00 (outside U.S.A. $10)

TEACHINGS OF
DKAPILA

Teachings of Lord Kapila P TR

: Lord Kapila, a great sage of thousands of years ago, T

explained how to discriminate between matter and spirit and achi&v&»?'

. pure consciousness. His teachings introduce the sincere seeker to the insights, = 'F
techniques, and experiences of transcendental realization. Hardbound: $7.95 (13) t

he Science of Se
‘Realization. This book

B - helps you find your way
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SE - bewildering varieties
LF - spiritual ideas and prac

~ licesthathav

f self-realization
in modern
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ge that other great
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INTERMEDIATE STUDIES kR

Sri ISopanisad. The jewel of the Upanisads. Nineteen gemlike
verses and elaborate purports that present the fundamentals of
transcendental knowledge. $1.95 (18

Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The famous Krsna
stories—ancient Indian narratives presented in a readable short-
story format. Hardbound: $7.95 per volume (21, 22, 23). $19.95 per
3-volume set (24). Softbound: $1.95 per volume (31, 32, 33). $4.95
per 3-volume set (34).

Fhalast

BOOKS FOR CHILDREN O el

Prahlad lllustrated Storybook. Krsna saves His devotee. $1.95 (51)
Agha Illustrated Storybook. Krsna kills an evil serpent. $5.95 (52)
Gopal Coloring Book. Krsna's pastimes as a cowherd boy. $1.95 (53)
Rama Coloring Book. Krsna’s pastimes as a great king. $1.95 (54)
For further information about books for children, circle 55 below.

The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust Dept. BTG14-10
3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, California 90034

O Send me information on membership in the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness.

[J Send me afree catalog of books. A complete listing from the
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust—authoritative translations, commen-
taries, and summary studies from the rich spiritual culture of India.
[ Please send me the Aids to Meditation and Bhakti-Yoga for
$14.95 (check or money order enclosed).

[J Send me the next eleven issues of BACK TO GODHEAD. My check
or money order for $8 is included. ($10 outside U.S.A)

total payment is enclosed.
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If your order is under $4.95, please add 50¢ for postage; $4.95 to
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l E Send the books I've circled below. My check or money order for
I e R i
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i

! $9.95, add 70¢ postage; over $9.95, add 6% of total order.



WHAT TO DO THIS SUNDAY?

Why not drop in at a transcendental love feast? For a dozen years
now, thousands of people have enjoyed the traditional hospitality, the
talks on topics like meditation and reincarnation, and finally—the
world-famous feast. So wear your usual Sunday afternoon clothes,
and after the feast be sure to catch the movie, drama, or concert.
Free—every Sunday at all ISKCON centers. See page 31 for the
center nearest you.



