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LOOKING TOWARD

“THE UNITY OF MAN”

During the summer of 1975, in Hawaii, His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada received a visit from a well-known yogi
who professes the Sikh tradition. Their conversation follows.

Yogi: Will you be in a position to come to
the conference?

Srila Prabhupada: Which conference?
Yogi: This ‘‘Unity of Man’’ conference,
in New Mexico. We have confirmation
of leaders coming from all around the
world.

Srila Prabhupada: They have not in-
vited me, I don’t think.

Yogi: An invitation must have gone to
you.

Srila Prabhupada: Hmm?

Yogi: We invited everybody. Your in-
vitation may be on the way. We have
decided that this is a time for everybody
to get together and get their scene
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together and merge together.

Srila Prabhupada: They will never.
[Laughs.] You may hold unity con-
ferences—hundreds and thousands. But
the leaders will never unite, because
they have no common platform.

Yogi: A common platform. That’s what
we’re trying to provide.

Srila Prabhupada: You are trying—
that’s nice. But it will never be suc-
cessful. You can write it down in your
notebook.

Yogi: Well, the question is very simple.
Somebody has to break the ice.

Srila Prabhupada: Hmm?

Yogi: Somebody has to break the ice.

Somebody. It doesn’t matter who. Some-
body has to go out and say, ‘““You are
welcome, Come in.”” So we are carrying
that spirit.

Srila Prabhupada: The thing is, every-
one is trying to be ‘‘united.”” The United
Nations started in 1945, and for thirty
years, what have they done? The best
men of the whole world—and no unity.
Simply disunity. They have no common
platform; they are not agreeable. They do
not accept God—that is the difficulty. No
central point. ““You have got your own
philosophy, I have got my own philoso-
phy, he has got his own philoso-
phy...” Now, how will we agree?



Yogi: Oh, I may not agree with your phi-
losophy, and you may not agree with my
philosophy, but one thing we both have
agreed: that you are you and L am [, and
both can have respect and love for each
other. And there has to be a place where
everybody can—

Srila Prabhupada: That is going on. ...
When I meet you I say, “Yes, sir.”” And
you say, ‘‘Yes, sir.”” That is all right.
That is social etiquette. But real unity is
on the platform of spirit soul:

vidyd-vinaya-sampanne
brahmane gavi hastini

Suni caiva svapdke ca
panditdh sama-darsinah

“The humble sage, by virtue of true
knowledge, sees a learned scholar, a
cow, an elephant, a dog, and a dog-eater
all on an equal level.”” [Bhagavad-
gitd 5.18]

Now, how can you see a learned
scholar and a dog on an equal level? But
you can see in that way. Panditah sama-
darsinah. If you see on the spiritual plat-
Sform, then you can see that every one of
us is spirit soul. It is just that because of
our different karma, our different past
activities, we are now covered with dif-
ferent kinds of material dress. The dog is
actually a soul, and a learned scholar is
also a soul, but they are covered with dif-
ferent bodies. So one who sees the
soul—he can see all living beings on the
same level. But one who sees only their
different bodies—he cannot see prop-
erly. Spiritual vision is the basic principle
of equality and unity. Otherwise, I am
seeing you are Sikh, you are seeing I am
Hindu, someone else is seeing ‘‘He is
Christian,’” “Muhammadan,’’ and so on
and so on...But nobody is seeing that
nobody is Sikh, nobody is Hindu,
nobody is Christian—that everyone is
pure soul. So unless people attain that vi-
sion, how can they have equality and
unity? There is no possibility.

Yogi: That’s agreed, but—

Srila Prabhupada: So that requires
education. Brahma-bhitah prasanndtma
na Ssocati na kanksati samah sarvesu
bhiitesu [Bg. 18.54]: when one is spiritu-
ally realized, then he can see equally. But
that requires training in how to attain the
spiritual platform. At the present mo-
ment everyone is on the bodily platform.
Everyone is thinking, *‘I am this body.”
So how can you have unity? We may at-
tempt, but it is not possible.

Yogi: There are a lot of misunderstand-
ings and misconceptions given against
each other.

Srila Prabhupiada: Yes. Misconcep-
tions. . .. For instance, you have got a

different kind of body from mine, and [
have got a different kind of body from
yours. So I may say, ‘“No, [ don’t like
you. ... Naturally, when we see super-
ficially, then this tendency will go on.
But when we see inside—introspec-
tively—then there will be unity. That re-

‘quires education. So. ..

Yogi: All right. Come and educate.

Srila Prabhupada: [Laughs.] That
education is already there in the
Bhagavad-gitd. In the beginning Krsna
immediately says, dehino ‘smin yathd

“Suppose you come
here—1I welcome
you. If I go to your
place, you welcome

me. Similarly,
in a big assembly
people show
one another respect.
But how will you
unite them?”’

dehe kaumaram yauvanam jara fiatha
dehdntara-praptih [Bg. 2.13]. Asmin dehe:
each of us is actually a soul——this is the
beginning of education. But there are
many ‘‘learned scholars” who do not
believe in the soul. They don’t agree on
anything else, but they agree that there is
no soul....Big, big professors. In
Moscow I met one Professor Kotovsky,
and he said, ‘‘No, there is no soul. After
the body is finished, everything is
finished.”

Yogi: But they don’t have any ex-
perience of the soul.

Srila Prabhupada: That is their posi-
tion. So if you assemble some spiritually
inexperienced men, then how will they
come to the point of unity?

Yogi: What we are trying to do is. .. we
are giving out a call to all . . . the learned,
the unlearned. The basic fact is, there is
a desire somewhere in the ether. .. that
everybody wants to feel each other. And
they have not done anything good by
negating each other, talking negatively.
They have not gained anything. .. they
are realizing now. Otherwise—

Srila Prabhupada: What will be the
basic principle of unity? That is the
point.

Yogi: The point of basic unity is respect
for each other.

Srila Prabhupada: That is going on.
Suppose you come here—I welcome
you. If I go to your place, you welcome
me. That respect is going on.

Yogi: Yes...that’s right...That is be-
tween two individuals.

Srila Prabhupada: Similarly, whenever
people come together in a big assembly,
they show one another respect. That is
no problem. But how will you unite
them?

Yogi: Gradually...one by one, one by
one. .. they will understand. Love is the
main point. That’s what they don’t
understand. But when they find love
from you and they find love from
me...love from people, love from
everybody else...You know. You can
take a mango stick and beat somebody,
but you can take mango pulp and
eat....I’m a member of an inter-
religious council, and finally . . . after two
years . .. the president admitted, *‘I was
a fanatic. I could never understand how
my God and anyone else’s God could be
the same. But now I understand that
God is one.” -
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, you see. So if
God is one, and if every one of us is con-
cerned with God, then why is there
disagreement?

Yogi: Well, everyone has a limited ego.
So we understand that.

Srila Prabhupada: No. The conference
should ask the question, If there is a
God, and if God is one, then who is that
God—what are His characteristics? That
should be discussed.

Yogi: That’s what I say ... that what we
are trying to do is provide a platform.
The fundamental idea is, What you are
doing is God’s will. These people who
are following you. .. this is God’s will.
And those who will receive it. .. that is
God’s will. ... But it is not that every-
body sees God’s will.

Srila Prabhupada: Why not? God’s will
is open. Krsna says, mana-mand bhava
mad-bhakto mad-ygjii mam namaskuru
[Bg. 9.34]. God says, ‘‘Always think of
Me. Just become My devotee. Worship
Me and offer your respect to Me.”” This is
God'’s will. And, ‘‘If you do this, you are
coming back to Me.” God’s will is not
secret; it is open. He declares it. But the
thing is that everyone has got his dif-
ferent God.

Yogi: Well, the question is very funda-
mental. Everybody has his own God, so
let everybody bring their own God and
understanding —

Srila Prabhupada: No! God’s under-
standing is that He is one—one God for
everybody. So we should come to that
understanding and just do what God
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requests. For instance, He says man-
mandh: ** Always think of Me.”

Yogi: Mm-hmm. That’s true.

Srila Prabhupada: So people should
think of Him. Mad-ydji mam namaskuru:
“You become My devotee, and worship
Me, and offer respect to Me.”’ That’s all.
So we are teaching our students, ‘‘Here
is God: Krsna. You chant Hare Krsna; al-
ways think of Him. Just offer your
respect and worship Him. In this way be-
come a devotee.”” We do not teach any-
thing else. That’s all. And they are doing
that, and they are getting the result. We
do not say, “‘Sit down, press your nose,
and meditate on this, or...”" No. It’s a
simple thing. We say, ““‘Chant Hare
Krsna. Here is God, so please think of
Him.”” As soon as you chant ‘‘Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna...”
everyone has got the beat. That means
you are thinking of Krsna. ... And then
we are offering respect. We go to the
temple and offer obeisances....It is a
very simple thing. So we accept Krsna as
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Now, if you don’t accept, then you must
be concocting your own idea of God. Do
that, if you like. But I think Guru Nanak,
the founder of Sikhism—#Ae accepted
Krsna as the Supreme. Is it a fact?
Yogi: We have in our main scripture the
Grantha-sahib a lot of things about Lord
Krsna.

Srila Prabhupada: How is Krsna ac-
cepted? Is He accepted as the Supreme
Lord?

Yogi: Krsna is accepted as an incarnation
of God.

Srila Prabhupada: An incarnation of
God and God—there is no difference.
Yogi: Also there is a fundamental
message in that, that as God created
everyone . .. God created all of us...so
God (whatever we want to call it...
‘“‘ultimate reality,” ‘‘beyond,’” ‘‘the
truth’’) ... What our problem at this
time is ... is that humanity is divided in
many forms, and it is the inner hatred
which people want to expel out.

Srila Prabhupada: So if Guru Nanak
has accepted that Krsna is God and we
have accepted that Krsna is God, then
why not put forward this God—one
God?

Yogi: ‘‘One God is all right. That
everybody will agree on.

Srila Prabhupada: That one God—
Krsna—says, “I am the one Supreme
Lord’”:

mattah parataram nanyat
kificid asti dhanafjaya
mayi sarvam idam protam

stitre mani-gana iva

“There is no truth superior to Me.

4 BACK TO GODHEAD

Everything rests upon Me, as pearls are
strung on a thread.” [Bg.7.71 And all
the great spiritual masters—Ramanu-
jacarya, Madhvacarya, Visnusvami,
Sankaracarya, Guru Nanak—they have
accepted that God is Krsna. So why not
present this God all over the world?
Yogi: But the gquestion is very simple.
Present it along with the other Gods.
The time has come for a mutual
presentation.

Srila Prabhupada: No. A ‘““‘mutual pre-
sentation”’ —simply talking—will not do.

“A ‘mutual
presentation’ —
simply talking— will
not do. If Krsna is
God, why not present,
‘Here is God—His
name is Krsna’? If
they say no, we have
to ask, “What is your
concept of God?’ ”’

If Krsna is God, why not present, ‘‘Here
is God—His name is Krsna’’?

Yogi: Yes, but understand one thing.
Everybody here in this world ... four
billion people...everybody does not
have that spirit.

Srila Prabhupada: [ mean to say that
every religious sect believes in God. If
we present, ‘‘Here is God; you are seek-
ing after God—here is God,”’ now, what
will they say?

Yogi: Well, some will say, ‘‘Yes, it is.”
Some will say no.

Srila Prabhupada: If they say no, then
we have to ask, ““Why do you say no?
What is your conception of God?”’
Yogi: Well, that is what we want to
understand, basically. That is what we
are talking about . . . this one thing. Your
realization about God is a very universal
realization. Somebody else on this
human level may be very imperfect. But
after all, the imperfect and the perfect
have to be brought together—

Srila Prabhupada: No. The imperfect
are imperfect. Unless one has a perfect
understanding, he cannot understand
God. God is perfect. So you have to
come to that platform to understand.
Those who are imperfect—they cannot

understand. That is not possible. God
says,

manusyanam sahasresu
kascid yatati siddhaye

vatatam api siddhanam
kascin marn vetti tattvatah

[Bg. 7.3]

Siddha means one who has become per-
fect, spiritually realized. So Krsna says,
manusyanam sahasresu. ‘‘Out of many
millions of persons...” Kascid yatati
siddhaye: “*. . . perhaps only one is trying
to become perfect.”” And yatatam api sid-
dhanam: “*Out of millions of those who
have become perfect, perhaps one can
understand Me—Krsna.”
Understanding God is for the
perfect, not for the common man.
Acdryopdsanam: the common man
should accept the perfect spiritual
teachers. For instance, the Sikhs should
follow Guru Nanak. Guru Nanak says,
*“Yes, Krsna is God.”” So they should ac-
cept, that’s all. Not that every Sikh is
expected to be as perfect as Guru Nanak.
It is not expected that every Sikh will
understand Krsna. But they should
follow Guru Nanak —then they’!l under-
stand. Mahdjano yena gatah sa panthdh:
the paths the great spiritual teachers
have shown—these paths will show us
the way. All the great spiritual teachers—
they accept Krsna. So we have to follow,
otherwise, what will we understand? We
must follow the great spiritual teachers.
Yogi: That doesn’t solve the problems of
the world.
Srila Prabhupada: First of all, if we ac-
cept, ““Here is God,” then it will solve
our problems. But we have to agc-
cept. ... A student accepts that his
teacher has knowledge, and he solves his
problems with that knowledge. But if we
do not accept the great spiritual
teachers . . .
Yogi: No. .. we may be perfect or imper-
fect. The question is very simple. There
are four billion people on this earth—
Srila Prabhupada: And therefore, not
all four billion are expected to under-
stand God. They should follow the
leaders.
Yogi: That is what we are trying to do.
We are going to get the leaders together.
Srila Prabhupada: The real leaders—
the great spiritual teachers—are already
there. Now, for instance, Guru Nanak
says, ‘“‘Krsna is God."” So will you and
your followers follow Guru Nanak or
your own whims?
Yogi: No, no...We will follow the
i_nstructions G5
Srila Prabhupada: Guru Nanak. Guru
Nanak says, “‘Krsna is God.”’
(continued on page 33)



HOW TO GET FREE OF

FALSE EGO

In this talk, His Divine Grace Ramesvara Swami points out
that an erroneous self-concept can keep us from self-fulfillment.

The original consciousness of the
self cannot be awakened as long as
it is contaminated by material affection.
The soul in his pure state does not want
anything material: he doesn’t want a big
home; he doesn’t want a fancy car; he
doesn’t want the trappings of material
life; he doesn’t want to be surrounded by
material possessions, absorbed in ma-

HIS DIVINE GRACE RAMESVARA SWAMI is one
of eleven spiritual masters that ISKCON's
Jounder-acarya Srila Prabhupdda selected to ini-
tiate new disciples. He is ISKCON's director. for
Japan, Hawaii, Colorado and Southern Califor-
nia, He is also a trustee of the Bhaktivedanta
Book Trust.

terial thoughts, caring only for material

friends and relatives. All this has nothing

to do with the soul.

These are the aspirations of persons
haunted by ghosts. Haunted—this is a
very appropriate description, A man can
sometimes become possessed. This is ac-
tually possible. The ghost will come at a
time when the living entity’s senses are
not under his control—in a moment of
intoxication or in a moment of deep
sleep. At that time the ghost will cover
the soul. And once the soul is covered,
the ghost enters and possesses the ma-
terial body. Under the possession of a

PHOTOS BY NITYATRPTA-DEVI DASI

ghost, a man behaves in a crazy way—
not at all in the way he would normally
behave. His body is now moving under
the control of someone else. The soul is
inside the body, but he’s unable to con-
trol it. It’s being directed by some other
personality, the ghost, who has different
motives and desires.

This is a suitable analogy. We know
that the soul doesn’t desire anything
material, yet we see that everyone is ac-
tively trying to acquire material opu-
lence—wealth, beauty, family, friends,
society, home, education, fame,
prestige, honor—as much as possible. So
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everyone is acting in a way which is com-
pletely contrary to the real self, the soul.
It’s as if they were haunted by ghosts.

The “‘ghost”’ is the false ego—the con-
ception that *‘I am this mind, I am this
body.”’ Everyone is under the spell of
this false ego. Sometimes we say that
everyone is under the spell of the witch
called maya, illusion. Everyone is sitting
on the lap of maya, and she’s playing
with them. Sometimes we say that every-
one is being tossed about on the waves
of the ocean of maya, or sometimes we
say that everyone is just like a feather
being tossed in the wind of mayd.

Because our material desires, our ma-
terial affections, are misguiding us, our
real self is unable to feel satisfied. Think-
ing that this material body is the self, we
are simply being misdirected at every
moment. As soon as we feel a bodily
urge—‘‘Oh, I'm hungry. Oh, I'm
sleepy’’ —we think, *‘Oh, my dear body,
don’t worry. Let me immediately make
some arrangement for you.’’ As soon as
our mind wants to go to New York or
London, ‘‘Oh, my dear mind, don’t be
in anxiety. I'll immediately make all ar-
rangements. Please don’t worry.”’ In this
way the living being becomes the servant
of the body and mind.

As soon as the tongue wants to eat
something nice or sweet, we say, ‘‘Oh,
my dear tongue, immediately I'll serve
you.’' We're serving a slab of flesh so
faithfully. Forgetting to serve God,
Krsna, we have become a servant of this
slab of flesh, the tongue, and also of the
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genitals. This is a haunted life. It’s as if
some other force were controlling every-
thing we do. This is due to our false
ego—the idea that *‘I am this body.”

We have to understand that there is
more to life than the bodily activities of
eating, sleeping, and mating. There’s
more to life than enjoying ordinary
friendship, family, and society. There’s
more to life than just satisfying our
animalistic urges. That’s the symptom of
a wise man—he has come to the conclu-
sion that there is more to life than just
living like an animal. A wise man can see
that the animals have an ample supply of
food, ample opportunity for sex, ample
arrangement for sleeping. They have
ample time for all these things, yet they
are not happy.

But one who is intoxicated by ma-
terialistic illusion is so blind that he can-
not see things as they are. Blinded by the
intoxication of material opulence, people
can’t understand they are living like
animals—simply eating, sleeping,
mating, and defending. The dazzling ma-
terial world intoxicates us. Material
wealth, material prestige, material
power, material beauty, material educa-
tion, material family and reputation—
these things intoxicate us into an illu-
sion, and we forget the goal of life.

We're subjected to a dreamlike con-
ception of who we really are. A crazy
man might be thinking, “‘I've become
Napoleon. I am the ruler of Europe.”
But there isn’t any difference between
the crazy man who thinks he’s Napoleon

“This is all foolishness,
dreaming, hallucination—
to think we're going

to be happy in attempting

to do the very things

we’ve been doing
for millions of years,

in millions of bodies.

We've already tried

to do all these things before,
when we were royalty

and when we were worms.”’

and the so-called sane man who thinks,
*“I am very rich. I am powerful. I am the
president of General Motors.”” What is
the difference? Actually, there is no=dif-
ference. He’s dreaming just as much as
the man who thinks he's Napoleon, be-
cause his bodily identification has
nothing to do with his real self, the soul.
The more a man becomes preoccupied
with these material conceptions and
desires, the more intoxicated he be-
comes. He hallucinates about who he is
and what he’s doing.

So these material things are not assets,
They are anarthas—unwanted things.
Actually, they are disqualifications for
spiritual life. A wise man sees all this. He
sees that there is more. There must be
more. Obviously we can’t ever be
satisfied by the animalistic existence of
eating, sleeping, sex, and fighting. No
one is satisfied with that. There must be
something else. So when we realize this,
we begin to search for spiritual happi-
ness, spiritual satisfaction. Then we have
to take up following the codes of spiritual
life.

The first thing we have to understand
is that we cannot achieve our goal unless
we first free ourselves from all material
attachment. We have to be prepared to
give up our selfish desires in order to be-
come qualified spiritually. We have to
give up the desires of our false, bodily
ego for the desires of our real, spiritual
ego. We cannot have both. There's no
arguing about it. There's no changing it.

If we are actually searching for spiri-



tual perfection, spiritual knowledge, and
spiritual satisfaction, then the first point
is that we cannot achieve it until we give
up our material hankering, our material
attachment, That is why in the Krsna
consciousness movement we follow four
rules—no meat-eating, no gambling, no
intoxication, no illicit sex. As we gradu-
ally give up these things, we can become
more and more advanced in spiritual life.
That is the key to Krsna consciousness.

We'll never experience d@nanda, spiri-
tual bliss, if we foolishly cling to our
bodily desires, thinking, *‘I have just one
more thing 1 want to experience. 1 have
just one more thing I want to go through,
just one more stage of material life.”
We're fools for thinking like that. In our
past lives we’ve already had all kinds of
sex. We’ve had millions of years of
family life. We've had millions of years
of eating all kinds of nonsense. We've
had millions of years of serving our
senses. Why do we say, ‘‘Just let me
have one more thing, just one more
chance to see if I can be happy by a ma-
terial arrangement. Give me just one
more chance to enjoy my genitals.”’
You’ll never put out the fire of material
life by pouring on the gasoline of bodily
sense gratification. Wake up to the truth.
Become wise. There’s no real happiness
in animal pleasure, in animal indulgence.
We’ve already gone through it.

Of course we might think, **Well, just
let me try once more, because [ haven't
gone through it in this type of body. Now
I’m a human being.’’ Or we might think,
*‘I may have been a human before, but
this is a different type of human body. It
must be at least a slightly different ex-
perience.’’ This is all foolishness, dream-
ing, hallucination—to think we’re going
to be happy in attempting to do the very
things we've been doing for millions of
years, in millions of bodies. We may
have a human body now, but we've
already tried to do all these things
before, when we were royalty and when
We were worms.

Give it all up, Krsna says. Come to the
position of being wise. Realize that the
goal is spiritual satisfaction, spiritual en-
lightenment, and then take up the pro-
cess to achieve this. But don’t do it
whimsically. The whimsical approach to
spiritual life is nothing more than slavery
to the mind. Actually, we will experience
spiritual advancement only as much as
we give up our material attachments.

There’s no way around it. We have to be
prepared to give up all our false hopes
that there's something for us to enjoy in
this material world. There’s not.

Krsna tells us in Bhagavad-gita,
“From the highest planet to the lowest,
everywhere you will find misery, re-
peated birth and death.” We have to be-
come convinced of this and give up our
hope that there is anything in this ma-
terial world that will make us happy.
When we're enlightened in that way, we
become satisfied. Then our original con-
sciousness is reawakened. Then we enter
fully into the loving network of Krsna's
pastimes. Then we experience fully the
spiritual pleasure energy of God.

But we cannot experience this unless
we come up to the spiritual platform. We
have to give up our illusory dreams once
and for all. If we cling to our material
plans, then Krsna sees that we are put-
ting other desires before Him and He
doesn’t reveal Himself as much to us.

So this is what we have to work on.

This is what we have to do. If we can give
up our material plans we’ll someday
come to the position of the great devotee
Yamunacarya, who said, *‘Since I have
been engaged in the transcendental lov-
ing service of Krsna, realizing ever-new
pleasure in Him, whenever [ think of sex
pleasure I spit at the thought, and my
lips curl with distaste.”® Of course, Krsna
does say in the Bhagavad-gita that there
is such a thing as sex according to
religious principles. But when we finally
experience spiritual pleasure, we’ll
remember our former pleasures and see
that they were nothing.

In other words, it’s a question of our
desire. Everything is resting on our
desire. Now our desire is impure, but we
can purify it by hearing this philosophy,
and by chanting the holy names of God,
the Hare Krsna mahd-mantra. And when
our desire is pure, then we'll fully ex-
perience ananda—unending, loving
spiritual exchange between the soul and
the Supreme Soul. Yot

TRANSCENDENTAL SOUNDS

Tapes and records that bring you closer to your inner self.

Cassette Tape Subscription: Each
week you receive recordings of Srila
Prabhupada's early classes in
America—the ones he gave back in
the sixties, as he guided his new disci-
ples in how to get started on the spiri-
tual path. Full of his warmth, humor,
and profound spiritual knowledge,
these tapes fully enlighten you about
reincarnation, life after death, yoga,
meditation, self-realization, and
realization of God.

Set A One cassette a

w1 a week for four weeks,
$8.76 (outside U.S. &
Canada, $10.76).

Set B One cassette a week for ten weeks,
$20.90 (outside U.S. & Canada, $25.90).

Set C Three cassettes a week for six weeks,
$38.42 (outside U.S. & Canada, $45.42).

Records

Krsna Meditation—Srila
Prabhupada sings and
plays harmonium. Pure
devotional music in
praise of Krsna.

Single LP.. $S4.95 R1
Cassette .. $3.95 C1

Govinda—>Srila Prabhupada
sings classic prayers with
sarod accompaniment.
Single LP.. $4.95 R2
Cassette .. $3.95 C2

A Change of Heart—
Transcendental rock music
glorifying Lord Krsaa.
Single LP..$4.95 R6

Cassette .. $3.95 C6

Gopinatha—A beautiful
arrangement of this Bengali
song, blending Eastern and
Western instruments.
45rpm .. $1.26 R4

Golden Avatar Productions
Dept. BTG 14-4
3764 Watseka Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90034
Please rush me the following Krsna conscious-
ness tape cassettes and records. Enclosed find
$_____in ({ )check, { ) money order. | under-
stand that if for any reason I'm not satisfied
with these cassettes or records, | may return
them within 10 days and receive a complete
refund.; Set A o SetC 0 R2 o R4 o C2
o SetB o Ri OR6 oC1 oCé

Name
Address

(Outside U.S. and Canada please add $1.00 postage,
except for tape subscriptions.)
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Hare Krsna
People of
Canada

A nurse, an executive, a health spa owner, an
engineer, and an architect tell how and why they
joined the Hare Krsna movement.

Before joining the
Vancouver Hare
Krsna temple, Sraddha
dasi was a nurse. ‘I used
to work all the time with
people who were dying,”
she says, ‘‘and at the time
of death you can almost
see the spirit soul leaving
the body —it’s kind of like
water pouring out of a
cup. Especially when
somebody dies wvery
quickly. The hands and
feet lose their conscious-
ness, the extremities of
the body get cold—you could stick a pin in them and they
wouldn’t even feel it—until gradually the only place that’s
really warm at all is around the heart. It’s just like a wave. All
the consciousness just goes out of the body.

“So I was wondering, ‘Could we really be just these
bodies—alive one minute and dead the next?” And I was
realizing, ‘We can't be these bodies. We're whatever it is that
makes the difference between a live body and a dead body.’
But I couldn’t find anything that agreed with that until I read
Prabhupada’s books.

“One time this lady was dying. She wasn’t a very old lady,
either. But somehow she just started hemorrhaging internally.
I knew she was, because of her symptoms. So I phoned up the
doctor—it was Friday night—and I said, ‘Hello, Dr. So-and-
so?’

““He said, ‘Oh, hello. I’'m not here.’

A downtown landmark that dates back to the turn of the century is
now Toronto’s Hare Krsna temple. The white limestone structure
overlooks Avenue Road, one of the city’s main arteries.
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I said, ‘Pardon me?’

““He said, ‘I'm not here. I'm away for
a week.’

I said, ‘What do you mean you’re not
here? I'm talking to you right now, and
this person really needs a doctor.” As
nurses, we can’t do anything we’re not
authorized to do. We can’t send a person
to a hospital or give oxygen or anything,
unless the doctor says we can do it. We
just have to watch until we get authoriza-
tion.

**But he said, ‘Well, you’ll just have to
find someone else.’

““‘So I phoned another doctor, and he
said, ‘OK, I'll be in right away.” But he
never came in. And so I just kind of sat
by the lady’s bed. And she said to me,
‘Nurse, nurse, I'm dying! What am 1
supposed to do?’

“I said, ‘I don’t know.” And I just
realized: ‘Well, what /s she supposed to
do?’ And actually I realized, ‘Hey, I'm
going to die, too....I'm going to die,
too.’

“‘I sat there holding her hand, and
after she died I wrapped up her body and
put it away, and I thought, ‘Wow. ...
What could I have said to her?’ You
can’t say, ‘Oh, don’t worry, dear. You
have a thousand dollars in the bank, and
you have a nice family.” It doesn’t make
any difference. Nothing makes any dif-
ference at that time.

**And so after a while I realized that
there’s no point to anything in the ma-
terial world at all. There’s no point at all.
Actually, I couldn’t find any reason for
living the way people do. Because their
death is just inevitable. They’re all just
going to die anyway. And it makes every-
thing kind of useless. All these things
people are so caught up in—but they
could just die at any second.”

Soon this understanding came even
closer to home. ‘‘After I had been a
devotee for a few months,” Sraddhi re-
lates, ‘““‘my sister—she was fifteen, she
was going to be an Olympic swimmer,
and she was so beautiful —she got hit by
a car, and she became a vegetable.

““And so they decided to use her body.
They hooked it up to machines, and they
used it for a whole bunch of tests, and
then they pulled the plug out. I was really
upset. And [ was thinking, ‘How could
she die? My sister. | grew up with her.
That’s amazing.’ And then I started
reading the second chapter of Bhagavad-
gitd, and | realized that death is coming
at any minute. It’s sitting right behind
you all the time. So if you think like that,
you don’t waste any time.”

Sraddha had first come in touch with
Krsna consciousness while still in nurs-
ing training. ‘I used to work night shift
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and go to college in the daytime,” she
says. ‘*Actually, | was always looking for
something more. At that time [ was
reading some sdtras by Patafjali. It’s
very impersonal, and 1 wasn’t very
satisfied with it. But I didn’t have any-
thing else to read, and I'd never heard of
Hare Krsna.

““One time [ had just got out of school,
and I was at a shopping mall. A devotee

approached me and said, ‘[ want you to

have this book.’

I said, ‘Look, I don’t want anything
to do with you, [ want you to just get out
of here.’

*‘He said, ‘You must have this book,’
and we went back and forth like that, So I
said to him, ‘I'm not going to give you
any money for it, because I haven’t got
any money. ['m very poor.’

*“So I didn’t give him any money, but
he made me take the book. It was The
Nectar of Devotion. So 1 said, ‘Oh, all
right,” and I just tossed it in my bag. [
remember thinking afterward, ‘I wonder
why I was so rude to him?’

““‘Anyway, I didn’t even think about
the book. But then a few nights later I
was working. It was about one or two
o’clock in the morning, and I didn’t have
anything to do—everybody was sleeping,
dying. ... We were sitting around read-
ing. I finished reading Pataijali and
threw it down, so I didn’t have anything
to read. And then I remembered that
book, The Nectar of Devotion, and 1
started reading it. And [ remember—as
soon as [ started reading it, it made so
much sense. [ remember I started chant-
ing that very night. While I was getting
people up, cleaning their beds, and so
on, I started chanting Hare Krsna.

“I went home the next day, and met
my boyfriend. (We’re married now; his
name’s Bhakti-rasa.) [ remember saying,
‘Have you seen this book? Have you
heard about Krsna?’

““He told me he had. He used to meet
the devotees all the time in Toronto. ‘I
know the Hare Krsna people,” he said.
‘They’re really nice, [ don’t like the way
they force you to take things in the
street, but they’'re really very nice
people.” ™

After that, Sraddha relates, she got
married and moved to Calgary. Her hus-
band would sometimes go to bookstores
and get her books about Krsna con-
sciousness, but they didn’t see the Hare
Krsna people again until four years later.

“Then we met some devotees, and we
decided that we were going to join. I was
at another hospital by that time. I'd
finished my training. Also, 1 was
enrolled in school again. I'd gotten a
scholarship to go on and become a doc-

tor. So | was taking some premed
courses. But I wasn’t satisfied with that,
either.

““I was pretty well top of the class, but
it all seemed so useless. And then I said,
‘I’'m quitting school.” And everyone
said, ‘Why?" And [ said, ‘Well, I'm
going to go to Vancouver and join the
Hare Krsna movement.’

““And they said, ‘What? Are you
crazy? What do you think you’re doing?’

“‘But that’s what we did.”’

The spiritual coordinator for all the
Hare Krsna temples in Canada is a
devotee named Gopala Krsna dasa. Born
in Delhi in 1946, he is the son of a com-
mander in the Indian navy. Gopila °
Krsna earned a B.A. at Delhi University
and a postgraduate business degree at
the Sorbonne, where he studied for two
years on a French government scholar-
ship. Later he studied at the University
of Toronto and received his master’s
degree in business management from
McGill University, in Montreal.

““‘My upbringing was not at all reli-
gious,” Gopala Krsna says. ““Actually,
before I came to Krsna consciousness I
was very materialistic. But by November
of 1967, a great urge had developed in
me to discover spiritual life. One day on
my way home I threw away my cigarette
packet, and a few days later [ gave up
eating meat. The last movie 1 saw was
some time that month, and 1 also
stopped visiting the discotheques. This
was all about six months before I met
Srila Prabhupada.

““I started visiting different churches
and temples in Toronto, hoping to find
some guidance about God. And then,
after I had moved to Montreal, I
received a card inviting me to come to a



special program at the Hare Krsna
temple on May 30, 1968.

““So 1 attended that program, and
afterward | was informed Srila Prabhu-
pada would be arriving in town the next
day. The devotees asked me if | wanted
to come to the airport to greet him, but [
said no, that wouldn't be possible.

““Just out of formality, [ asked them if
there was anything I could do to help,
and they said, ‘Yes! There’s plenty to
do.” They guided me to the apartment
where Srila Prabhupada was going to be
staying, and the first assignment they
gave me was to clean the windows and
shelves of his apartment.

“Frankly, 1 didn’t relish this assign-
ment, but I felt 1 was stuck. So on that
very first day I worked nonstop from two
or three in the afternoon till about nine
in the evening. After finishing my clean-
ing duties, I returned to the temple,
which was about five minutes away, and
the devotees were so pleased with me
that they offered me a glass of banana-
flavored milk.”

After Srila Prabhupada arrived in
Montreal, Gopala Krsna began attending
classes in the temple and meetings with
Srila Prabhupada and the devotees at
Srila Prabhupada’s apartment in the
evenings. ‘“While listening to Srila
Prabhupada, I would say to myself, ‘This
man is not very original. All he’s doing is
quoting and repeating what the previous
teachers have said.” To me, intelligence
meant being original. But after a while I
realized that an authentic spiritual
master doesn’t invent something new,
but instead repeats the spiritual knowl-
edge given in the scriptures and
transmitted to him by his own spiritual
master. This is the secret of spiritual
understanding.

“l was coming to the temple regu-
larly,”” Gopala Krsna says, ‘‘and just
after the first two or three weeks I knew
that this was what [ was looking for.”’

After joining the Krsna consciousness
movement, Gopala Krsna continued to
work at his job as a senior market
research analyst for Pepsi-cola, and later
he worked in a similar capacity for a ma-
jor pharmaceutical company. His work,
however, was not for himself but for
Krsna. He contributed his earnings for
spreading Krsna consciousness. This,
Srila Prabhupada explained, was the pro-
cess of yoga—to work for Krsna’s ser-
vice, without being attached to enjoying
the fruits of the work for oneself. While
working at his regular job, he also
organized the first publications about
Krsna consciousness in French. (He
speaks French, English, and Hindi
fluently.)

After several years, Gopala Krsna left
his job to dedicate his full time to the
work of the Krsna consciousness move-
ment. Now he divides his time between
overseeing temples and book publica-
tion, in India and in Canada. ‘*Canada
has a very large Indian community,’” he
remarks. “‘In fact, Toronto has more
than 100,000 people of Indian origin—
the largest Indian community in North
America, Of course, when Indian people
come to the West, they’re primarily in-
terested in material benefits, but when
they see young Westerners taking part in
this Krsna consciousness movement,
they have second thoughts and start to
realize the tremendous spiritual value of
their own heritage.”

One Indian devotee residing in
Toronto is thirty-four-year-old
Visnu-tattva ddsa, a former Mr. Ontario,
with a wall full of trophies and a black
belt in karate. Visnu-tattva owns a health
club in the suburb of Barrie, about an
hour from the city. ““I'm forty-five miles
away from the temple,” he says, “‘but
we’re doing our devotional service, my
wife and I. We offer all our food to Krsna
and follow the four regulative principles
[no gambling, no intoxication, no meat-
eating, and no illicit sex] very strictly.”

Both Visnu-tattva and his wife were
born in Fiji and come from Gujarati In-
dian families. In 1970 they moved to
Canada and became Canadian citizens.
In 1971 Visnu-tattva began managing
the three-story health club, with its gym-
nasium, swimming pool, sauna,
whirlpool, sun room, and dozens of ex-
ercise machines. Later he bought out the
owner and took over the business
himself,

Each month Visnu-tattva sets aside
roughly a thousand dollars to cover his
family’s expenses, plus something extra
to keep expanding the business. Beyond
that, he gives everything to help spread
Krsna consciousness (fifty percent goes
to the Hare Krsna temple in Toronto and
fifty percent to the temple in Dethi).

Visnu-tattva says that indirectly his
body building helped him become Krsna
conscious. ‘‘In my younger days, exer-
cising was what kept me away from all
kinds of degrading activities. Because of
these exercises, I kept away from drink-
ing and even the women. I just didn’t
have time for illicit activities. I mean, I
knew that all those things were wrong,
and that if 1 did them | would lose my
body's shape. And so psychologically
this kept me strong.”

[t was his wife who first brought him
to the temple in Toronto. **‘My wife was
always a devatee,” Visnu-tattva says.
““Even as a young girl she used to get up
at six each morning and water the
tulasi plant [a plant sacred to Lord
Krsna). Starting from age eleven—every
morning at six o’clock.

‘“After she heard about the temple in_
Toronto, she said, ‘Let’s go to the tem-
ple.” And I said, ‘I’m too busy today.’
But she said, ‘Let’s go." And she kept
bugging me for six months in that way,
until I said, ‘OK, we’ll go.” "’

At the temple he met Visvakarma
dasa, the temple president. ‘“Visvakarma
invited me to come in and have some
prasada [food offered to Lord Krsnal.
We left a donation and took some books,
and I started reading the Bhagavatam.”

Gradually, Visnu-tattva’s Krsna con-
sciousness began to revive. ‘‘Having
been raised in Indian families,”’ he says,
“‘we knew about Krsna, but I had a
Mayavadi [impersonall conception, be-
cause I thought Brahma, Siva, and Visnu
[Krsna] were one. But in his books Srila
Prabhupida made it obvious that Krsna
is the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
the source of Brahma and Siva. So by
reading the Bhdgavatam we developed a
solid, well-grounded trust in Prabhupida
and in Lord Krsna. We understood that
Krsna is the source of everything, that
everything emanates from Him.

“Whenever I felt any anxiety about
how my spiritual life was going,”’ Visnu-
tattva recalls, “‘I would call Visvakarma,
and he’d clear things up for me. Then,
too, with my wife already being a devo-
tee of Krsna, we just carried on directly
from there.”

I I om Varadi is a process engineer at
an oil refinery, and his wife
Suzanne is an architect with a firm of
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consulting engineers. Tom and Suzanne
began chanting Hare Krsna regularly a
year ago. ‘“We started with twenty
minutes a day,”” Tom says, ‘‘and as more
realizations kept coming to us, we kept
chanting more each day.

‘‘Before we got interested in Krsna
consciousness, we had been involved in
various types of yoga and meditation,”
says Tom. ‘““We appreciated talking with
devotees, but we always thought, you
know, ‘Here you have the mountain,
and there are various ways to get to the
top of the mountain.” We believed that
each way was just as valid as any other
way—until we realized some of the

things that were going on with some of
these yoga and meditation groups.”

Tom and Suzanne had been practicing
a popular form of meditation. ““We’d
been meditating for quite a while—seven
years. First they had told me, ‘You’ll be a
better businessman,’ or a better... you
know, whatever you wanted to be. But [
was a bit more serious than that. I didn’t
want to be just a better businessman. Of
course, at the beginning it was all laid out
in a pleasant format. And we were quite
young, so we went along.

““When we started,’” says Tom, ‘‘they
told us things like, “We promise you’ll
have enlightenment in five to eight

Krsna consciousness. After

“ hearing and reading about it,
perhaps now you're wondering
whether you could experience it for
yourself more fully. The answer is
yes. With our Aids to Meditation
and Bhakti-Yoga, you can ex-
perience the inner peace and fulfill-
ment of Krsna consciousness on
your own. What you'll receive in-
cludes...

e Srila Prabhupada’s introduc-
tory book The Science of
Self-Realization

¢ A set of meditation beads for
chanting the maha-mantra

¢ A cloth bag for the meditation
beads

s.Handcarved wooden neck
' beads

e A pack of assorted Spiritual
Sky incense

¢ A handcrafted brass incense
burner

e Three beautiful 8” X 10" color
prints with frames as shown:
Srila Prabhupada, Sri Sri
Radha-Krsna, and Lord
Caitanya with His principal
associates

e And a brief meditation
manual '

All of this would ordinarily cost
$20.95, but we've put it together as
a package foronly $14.95.

Please order by using coupon on inside back cover.
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years. We guarantee it.” But after five
years we thought, ‘Well, where is it?’

““We started to see how shallow the
whole thing was. About that time they
started introducing new tricks to try to
get more people. ..."”

*“The siddhi business—trying to sell us
on levitation and mystic powers—that’s
what finally did it,”’ says Suzanne. “‘“We
both looked at each other and said, ‘You
know, four thousand dollars is what
they’re charging to learn this siddhi
program.’ Slowly. They charge you
maybe a hundred dollars a shot ... two
or three hundred dollars. And you have
to keep going from one course to the
next to get to the siddhi.”’

Tom says, “‘I have an old acquaintance
who started meditating at the same time
1 did. He even became a teacher, and he
likes to show us pictures of people flying
and all sorts of things. But we tell him,

‘So what? Even if it were true, so what? _
What’s the point?’

Tom and Suzanne began investigating
other methods of meditation, and gradu-
ally (it’s a long story) they took to Krsna
consciousness. Says Suzanne, ‘“The
more you chant, the more you realize
about life . . . and about yourself.”

Tom says, *‘I feel like I'm being put
into the right position, sort of put in my
place, so to speak. Your outlook really
changes—I guess according to your de-
votion in chanting—and you begin to
find your relationship with God.”

“I know that the world is completely
controlled,’’ says Suzanne. ‘“You can see
it. That’s another thing from chanting
Hare Krsna. You see the perfection in
Krsna’s arrangement of everything. You
see the whole thing laid out before you.
Things fit together like a puzzle—per-
fectly. By that process .of chanting, the
realizations follow, and you can just put
the puzzle together. It’s a slow process at
first, and then it accelerates the more
you chant.” o,



Every Town and Village

A look at the worldwide activities of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

His Divine Grace Jayatirtha Maharaja, ini-
tiating guru for the United Kingdom, noted
that the center has been planned for decades.

London—Just off Oxford Street,
English devotees of Lord Krsna have
opened a new cultural center that in-
cludes a temple, a theater, and a
vegetarian restaurant.

The six-story building near Soho
Square was already a minor landmark,
and the government had ordered it
preserved for its historical and architec-
tural value. Now that its interior has
been remodeled into a replica of an an-
cient Vedic temple, the building has be-
come even more of an attraction. Says
one leading British architect, ‘“This is the
first time I’ve seen an interior recreate
with such a degree of authenticity one of
the great art forms of the ancient world.”’

The grand opening took place on the
anniversary of the day that Srila Prabhu-
pada’s spiritual master, His Divine
Grace Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura (1874-1936), made his ap-
pearance in this world. Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati was the first Krsna conscious
spiritual master to send his disciples to
teach in the Western countries, and he
specifically wanted to maintain a cultural
center in London. But though he sent
several followers there in the 1930s, they
returned to India unsuccessful.

At the opening ceremony His Divine
Grace Jayatirtha Maharaja, ISKCON'’s
initiating guru for the United Kingdom,
noted with pleasure that the wishes of
Srila Prabhupada and Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati are now being fulfilled.

The greenish-hued building is just off Oxford
Street, near Soho Square. It containes a tem-
ple, theatre, and restaurant.

The interior has been completely remodeled.
Now it is an authentic replica of an ancient
Indian temple.
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His Divine Grace Jayapatika Swami .

ISKCON Guru Addresses -
World Hindu Conference :

India—In late January more than one
hundred thousand people, many of them
yogis and monks, journeyed to the
pilgrimage center of Allahabad, in
southern Uttar Pradesh. The events that
drew the crowds were Magh Mela (a
yearly transcendental fair that dates back
many centuries) and the Second World
Hindu Conference. Guest speakers in-
cluded the Dalai Lama, the current spiri-
tual leaders of the Sankara and Madhva
disciplic successions, and Srila
Jayapataka Swami, coordinator for
ISKCON in East India, Bangladesh, and
Nepal and one of the eleven spiritual
masters that ISKCON’s founder-dcarya
Srila Prabhupada selected to initiate new
disciples.

Allahabad is the place where the
sacred rivers Ganges, Yamuni, and
Sarasvati come together, and for spiri-
tual purification and upliftment, thou-
sands bathed in the waters. Yet in his ad-
dress, His Divine Grace Jayapataka
Swami pointed out that the most power-
ful spiritual practice—the one the Vedic
literatures recommend for this age—is
chanting and hearing the glories of the
Supreme Lord, Krsna. The crowd respon-
ded with cheering and applause, and all
through the festivities devotees of Krsna
chanted the Hare Krsna mahd-mantra and
distributed thousands of volumes of
Srila Prabhupada’s translations and com-
mentaries on the Vedic literatures.
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SRI

A PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

The “Secular State”

This conversation between His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada and India’s ambassador to
Sweden took place in Stockholm, in the fall
of 1973.

Srila Prabhupada: In America and India
and so many countries all over the
world, they have a ‘‘secular state.”” The
government leaders say they don’t want
to favor any particular religion, but ac-
tually they are favoring irreligion.
Ambassador: Well, we have a problem.
We have a multireligious society, so we
people in government have to be careful.
We can’t take too strong a position on
religion.

Srila Prabhupada: No, no. The govern-
ment rmust take a strong position. Of
course, the government should be
neutral to all forms of bona fide religion.
But it also has a duty to see that the
people are genuinely religious. Not that
in the name of a ‘‘secular state,” the
government should let the people go to
hell.

Ambassador: Well, that’s true.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, if you are a
Muslim, then it is the duty of the
government to see that you are really
acting as a Muslim. If you are a Hindu, it
is the government’s duty to see that you
are acting as a Hindu. If you are Chris-
tian, it is the government’s duty to see
that you are acting as a Christian. The
government cannot give up religion.
Dharmena hina pasubhih saman: if people
become irreligious, then they are simply
animals. So it is the government’s duty
to see that the citizens are not becoming
animals. The people may profess dif-
ferent forms of religion. That doesn’t
matter. But they must be religious.
“‘Secular state’’ doesn’t mean that the
government should be callous—*‘Let the
people become cats and dogs, without
religion.”” If the government doesn’t
care, then it isn’t a good government.
Ambassador: I think there’s a lot in
what you say. But, you know, politics is
.the art of the possible.

Srila Prabhupada: No. Politics means
seeing that the people become advanced,
that the citizens become spiritually ad-
vanced. Not that they become degraded.
Ambassador: Yes, I agree. But I think
the primary duty of the government is to
provide the conditions in which gifted
people, spiritual leaders like you, can
function. If the government does any

s -

more than that, it might even corrupt the
various religious groups. I think govern-
ment should be like an umpire in a
game—provide the conditions, provide
the conditions for free speech.

Srila Prabhupada: No. Government
must do more than that. For instance,
you have a commerce department—the
government sees that the trade and in-
dustrial enterprises are doing nicely,
properly. The government issues
licenses. They have supervisors and in-
spectors. Or, for instance, you have an
educational department—educational in-
spectors who see that the students are
being properly educated. Similarly, the
government should have expert men
who can check to see that the Hindus are
really acting like Hindus, the Muslims
are acting like Muslims, and the Chris-
tians are acting like Christians. The
government should not be callous about
religion. They may be neutral. ‘““What-
ever religion you profess, we have
nothing to do with that.”” But it is the
government’s duty to see that you are
doing nicely—that you are not bluffing.
Ambassador: Surely...as far as moral
conduct is concerned. But more than
that, how is it possible, you know?
Srila Prabhupada: The thing is, unless
you are actually following religious prin-
ciples, you cannot possibly have good
moral conduct.

yasyasti bhaktir bhagavaty akificana
sarvair gunais tatra samasate surdh

_harav abhaktasya kuto mahad-gund
manorathendsati dhavato bahih

“‘One who has unflinching devotion to
God consistently manifests all godly
qualities. But one who has no such devo-
tion always must be concocting schemes
for exploiting the Lord’s material, exter-
nal energy—and so he can have no good
moral qualities whatsoever.”” [Srimad-
Bhagavatam 5.18.12)

As long as you have faith in God, de-
votion to God, everything is all right.
After all, God is one. God is neither
Hindu nor Christian nor Muslim. God is
one. And that is why the Vedic
literatures tell us,

sa vai pumsam paro dharmo
vato bhaktir adhoksaje

ahaituky apratihaia
yayatma suprasidati

*“The supreme duty for all humanity is to
achieve loving devotional service to the
Supreme Lord. Only such devotional
service—unmotivated and uninter-

rupted—can completely satisfy the self.”™™

[Bhag. 1.2.6] So one must be religious.
Without being religious, no one can be
satisfied. Why is there so much confu-
sion and dissatisfaction all over the
world? Because people have become
irreligious.

Ambassador: In Moscow, so many
people are hostile to religion, completely
against it.

Srila Prabhupada: Why do you say
Moscow? Everywhere. At least in
Moscow they are honest. They honestly
say, “We don’t believe in God.”
Ambassador: That’s true. That’s true.
Srila Prabhupada: But in other places
they say, ‘I am Hindu,”” “I am
Muslim,”” “‘l am Christian,”” *‘I believe
in God.”” And still they don’t know any-
thing about religion. They don't follow
God’s laws.

Ambassador: I'm afraid most of us are
like that. That’s true.

Srila Prabhupada: [Laughs.] 1 should
say that in Moscow at least they are
gentlemen. They cannot understand
religion; so they say, ‘“We don’t
believe.”” But these other rascals say,
““Yes, we're religious. In God we
trust.”” And yet they are committing the
most irreligious acts. Many times I have
asked Christians, ‘‘Your Bible says,
‘Thou shalt not kill.” Why are you kill-
ing?’’ They cannot give any satisfactory
answer. [t is clearly said, “Thou shalt not
kill’’—and they are maintaining slaugh-
terhouses. What is this? oV
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Book Section

The Beautiful Story of the Personality of Godhead

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Translation and commentary by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

Second Canto: “The Cosmic Manifestation”

CHAPTER ONE
The Firs; Step in God Realization

In this part of our continuing presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam, the
great sage Sukadeva Gosvami explains to King Pariksit, who has been
cursed to die within seven days, that.one can gradually spiritualize his mind
by learning to see the Lord in His cosmic, or universal, form.

TEXT 18
oA isamRTE Iieani: |
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niyacched visayebhyo ‘ksan
manasa buddhi-sarathih

manah karmabhir aksiptarn
Subharthe dharayed dhiya

niyacchet—withdraw; visayebhyah—from sense engagements;
aksan—the senses; manasé—by dint of the mind; buddhi—intelli-
gence; sarathih—driver; manah—the mind; karmabhih—by the
fruitive work; @hsiptarn—being absorbed in; subha-arthe—for the sake
of the Lord; dharayet—hold up; dhiya—in full consciousness.

TRANSLATION

Gradually, as the mind becomes progressively spiritualized,
withdraw it from sense activities, and by intelligence the senses
will be controlled. The mind too absorbed in material activities can
be engaged in the service of the Personality of Godhead and be-

come fixed in full transcendental consciousness.

PURPORT

The first process of spiritualizing the mind by mechanical chanting of
the pranava (omkara) and by control of the breathing system is tech-
nically called the mystic or yogic process of pranayama, or fully control-
ling the breathing air. The ultimate state of this prandyama system is to
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[Canto 2, Ch. 1

be fixed in trance, technically called samadhi. But experience has proven
that even the samadhi stage also fails to control the materially ahsorbed
mind. For example, the great mystic Visvamitra Muni, even in the stage
of samadhi, became a victim of the senses and cohabited with Menaka.
History has already recorded this. The mind, although ceasing to think of
sensual activities at present, remembers past sensual activities from the
subconscious status and thus disturbs one from cent percent engagement
in self-realization. Therefore, Sukadeva Gosvimi recommends the next
step of assured policy, namely to fix one’s mind in the service of the Per-
sonality of Godhead. Lord Sn Krsna, the Supreme Personality of God-
head, also recommends this direct process in the Bhagavad-gita (6.47).
Thus, the mind being spiritually cleansed, one should at once engage
himself in the transcendental loving service of the Lord by the different
devotional activities of hearing, chanting, etc. If performed under proper
guidance, that is the surest path of progress, even for the disturbed
mind.

TEXT 19

gt aa: et 9 ||
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tatraikdvayavari dhydyed
avyucchinnena cetasa

mano nirvisayarn yuktva
tatah kificana na smaret

padam tat paramar visnor
mano yatra prasidati

tatra—thereafter; eka—one by one; avayavam—limbs of the body;
dhyayet—should be concentrated upon; avyucchinnena—without being
deviated from the complete form; cetasa—by the mind; manah—mind;
nirvisayam—without being contaminated by sense objects; yuktva—
being dovetailed; tatah—after that; kificana—anything; na—do not;
smaret—think of; padam—personality; tat—that; paramam—
Supreme; visnoh—of Visnu; manah—the mind; yatra—whereupon;
prasidati—becomes reconciled.

TRANSLATION

Thereafter, you should meditate upon the limbs of Visnu, one:

after another, without being deviated from the conception of the
complete body. Thus the mind becomes free from all sense objects.
There should be no other thing to be thought upon. Because the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Visnu, is the Ultimate Truth,
the mind becomes completely reconciled in Him only.

PURPORT

Foolish persons, bewildered by the external energy of Visnu, do not
know that the ultimate goal of the progressive search after happiness is
to get in touch directly with Lord Visnu, the Personality of Godhead..
Visnu-tattva is an unlimited expansion of different transcendental forms

. of the Personality of Godhead, and the supreme or original form of -

visnu-tattva is Govinda, or Lord Krsna, the supreme cause of all causes.
Therefore, thinking of Visnu or meditating upon the transcendental
form of Vignu, specifically upon Lord Krsna, is the last word on the sub-
ject of meditation. This meditation may be begun from the lotus feet of
the Lord. One should not, however, forget or be misled from the com-
plete form of the Lord; thus one should practice thinking of the different
parts of His transcendental body, one after another. Here in this verse, it
is definitely assured that the Supreme Lord is not impersonal. He is a
* person, but His body is different from these of conditioned persons like
us. Otherwise, meditation beginning from the pranava (omkdra) up to
the limbs of the personal body of Visnu would not have been recom-
mended by Sukadeva Gosvami for the attainment of complete spiritual
perfection. The Visnu forms of worship in great temples of India are not,
therefore, arrangements of idol worship, as they are wrongly interpreted
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to be by a class of men with a poor fund of knowledge; rather, they are
different spiritual centers of meditation on the transcendental limbs of
the body of Visnu. The worshipable Deity in the temple of Vispu is iden-
tical with Lord Visnu by the inconceivable potency of the Lord.
Therefore, a neophyte’s concentration or meditation upon the limbs of
Visnu in the temple, as contemplated in the revealed scriptures, is an
easy opportunity for meditation for persons who are unable to sit down
tightly at one place and then concentrate upon pranava orkara or the
limbs of the body of Visnu, as recommended herein by Sukadeva
Gosvami, the great authority. The common man can benefit more by
meditating on the form of Visnu in the temple than on the omkara, the
spiritual combination of a-u-m as explained before. There is no dif-
ference between omkdra and the forms of Visnu, but persons unac-
quainted with the science of Absolute Truth try to create dissension by
differentiating between the forms of Visnu and that of omkdra. Here it is
indicated that the Visnu form is the ultimate goal of meditation, and as
such it is better lo concentrate upon the forms of Visnu than on imper-
sonal omkara. The latter process is also more difficult than the former.

" TEXT 20
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rajas-tamobhydm aksiptarh
vimidham mana atmanah

yacched dharanaya dhiro
hanti ya tat-krtarh malam

-

rajah—the passionate mode of nature; tamobhyam—as well as by the
ignorant mode of material nature; aksiptam—agitated; vimiadham—
bewildered; manah—the mind; d@tmanah—of one’s own; yacchet—get
it rectified; dharanayd—by conception (of Visnu); dhirah—the
pacified; hanti—destroys; ya—all those; fat-krtam—done by them;
malam—dirty things.

TRANSLATION
One’s mind is always agitated by the passionate mode of material

nature and bewildered by the ignorant mode of nature. But one

can rectify such conceptions by the relation of Visnu and thus be-
come pacified by cleansing the dirty things created by them.,

PURPORT

Persons generally conducted by the modes of passion and ignorance
cannot be bona fide candidates for being situated in the transcendental *
stage of God realization. Only persons conducted by the mode of goodness
can have the knowledge of the Supreme Truth. Effects of the modes of
passion and ignorance are manifested by too much hankering after
wealth and women. And those who are too much after wealth and women -
can rectify their leanings only by constant remembrance of Visnu in His
potential impersonal feature. Generally the impersonalists or monists are
influenced by the modes of passion and ignorance. Such impersonalists
think of themselves as liberated souls, but they have no knowledge of the
transcendental personal feature of the Absolute Truth. Actually they are
impure in heart on account of being devoid of knowledge of the personal
feature of the Absolute. In the Bhagavad-gitd, it is said that after many
hundreds of births, the impersonal philosopher surrenders unto the Per-
sonality of Godhead. To acquire such a qualification of God realization in
the personal feature, the neophyte impersonalist is given a chance to
realize the relation of the Lord in everything by the philosophy of
pantheism.

Pantheism in its higher status does not permit the student to form an
impersonal conception of the Absolute Truth, but it extends the concep-
tion of the Absolute Truth into the field of the so-called material energy.
Everything created by the material energy can be dovetailed with the
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Absolute by an attitude of service, which is the essential part of living
energy. The pure devotee of the Lord knows the art of converting every-
thing into its spiritual existence by this service attitude, and only in that
devotional way can the theory of pantheism be perfected.

TEXT 21
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yasydrm sandhdryamandyarm
yogino bhakti-laksanah

asu sampadyale yoga
asrayarn bhadram tksatah

yasydm—by such systematic remembrance; sandharyamanayam—
and thus being fixed in the habit of; yoginah—the mystics; bhakti-
laksanah—being practiced to the devotional system; asu—very soon;
sampadyate—attains success; yogah—connection by devotional service;
asrayam—under the shelter of; bhadram—the all-good; thsatah—
which seeing that.

TRANSLATION

O King, by this system of remembrance and by being fixed in
the habit of seeing the all-good personal conception of the Lord,
one can very soon attain devotional service to the Lord, under His
direct shelter.

PURPORT

Success of mystic performances is achieved only by the help of the de-
votional attitude. Pantheism, or the system of feeling the presence of the
Almighty everywhere, is a sort of training of the mind to become ac-
customed to the devotional conception, and it is this devotional attitude
of the mystic that makes possible the successful termination of such
mystic attempts. One is not, however, elevated to such a successful status
without the tinge of mixture in devotional service. The devotional at-
mosphere created by pantheistic vision develops into devotional service
in later days, and that is the only benefit for the impersonalist. It is con-
firmed in the Bhagavad-gita (12.5) that the impersonal way of self-
realization is more troublesome hecause it reaches the goal in an indirect
way, although the impersonalist also becomes obsessed with the personal
feature of the Lord after a long time.

TEXT 22
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rajovdca
yatha sandhdryate brahman
dhdrana yatra sammata
yadrsi va hared asu
purusasya mano-malam

rdja uvdca—the fortunate King said; yathd—as it is; sandhdryate—
the conception is made; brahman—O0 brahmana; dhdrana —conception;
yatra—where and how; sammata—in a summary; yadrsi—the way by
which; wi—or; haret—extricated; asu—without delay; purusasya—of a
person; manah—of the mind; malam—dirty things.

TRANSLATION
The fortunate King Pariksit, inquiring further, said: O
briahmana, please describe in full detail how and where the mind
has to be applied and how the conception can be fixed so that the
dirty things in a person’s mind can be removed.

PURPORT

The dirty things in the heart of a conditioned soul are the root cause of
all troubles for him. A conditioned soul is surrounded by the manifold
miseries of material existence, but on account of his gross ignorance he is

unable to remove the troubles due to dirty things in the heart, accumu-

lated during the long prison life in the material world. He is actually
meant to serve the will of the Supreme Lord, but on account of the dirty
things in the heart, he likes to serve his concocted desires. These desires,
instead of giving him any peace of mind, create new problems and thus
bind him to the cycle of repeated birth and death. These dirty things of
fruitive work and empiric philesophy can be removed only by association
with the Supreme Lord. The Lord, being omnipotent, can offer His asso-
ciation by His inconceivable potencies. Thus persons who are unable to
pin their faith on the personal feature of the Absolute are given a chance
to associate with His virdj-riipa, or the cosmic impersonal feature of the
Lord. The cosmic impersonal feature of the Lord is a feature of His un-
limited potencies. Since the potent and potencies are identical, even the
conception of His impersonal cosmic feature helps the conditioned soul to
associate with the Lord indirectly and thus gradually rise to the stage of
personal contact.

Maharaja Pariksit was already directly connected with the puaonal
feature of the Lord Sri Krsna, and as such he had no need to inquire
from Sukadeva Gosvami about where and how to apply the mind in the
impersonal virat-ripa of the Lord. But he inquired after a detailed de-
scription of the matter for the benefit of others, who are unable to con-
ceive of the transcendental personal feature of the Lord as the form of
eternity, knowledge and bliss. The nondevotee class of men cannot think
of the personal feature of the Lord. Because of their poor fund of knowl-
edge, the personal form of the Lord, like Rama or Krsna, is completely
revolting to them. They have a poor estimation of the potency of the
Lord. In the Bhagavad-gita (9.11) it is explained by the Lord Himself
that people with a poor fund of knowledge deride the supreme per-
sonality of the Lord, taking Him to be a common man. Such men are ig-
norant of the inconceivable potency of the Lord. By the inconceivable
potency of the Lord, He can move in human society or any other society
of living beings and yet remain the same omnipotent Lord, without
deviating in the slightest from His transcendental position. So, for the
benefit of men who are unable to accept the Lord in His personal eternal
form, Maharaja Pariksit inquired from Sukadeva Gosvami how to fix the
mind on Him in the beginning, and the Gosvami replied in detail as
follows.

TEXT 23
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§ri-fuka uvdca
Jitdsano jita-Svaso
jita-sango jitendriyah
sthitle bhagavato ripe
manah sandhdrayed dhiya

§ri-Sukah wvaca—Sukadeva Gosvami said: Jita-asanah—controlled
sitting posture; jita-§vasahi—controlled breathing process; jita-sangah—
controlled association; jita-indriyah—controlled senses; sthiile—in the
gross matter; bhagavatah—unto the Personality of Godhead; ripe—in

the feature of; manah—the mind; sandhdrayet—must apply; dhiya—

by intelligence.

TRANSLATION
Sukadeva Gosvami answered: One should control ‘the sitting
posture, regulate the breathing process by the yogic pranayama
and thus control the mind and senses and with intelligence apply
the mind to the gross potencies of the Lord [called the virat-ripal.
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PURPORT

The materially absorbed mind of the conditioned soul does not allow
him to transcend the limit of the bodily conception of self, and thus the
yoga system for meditation (contrﬂlling the sitting posture and breathing
process and fixing the mind upon the Supreme) is prescribed in order to
mold the character of the gross materialist. Unless such materialists are
able to cleanse the materially absorbed mind, it is impossible for them to
concentrate upon thoughts of transcendence. And to do so one may fix
one’s mind on the gross material or external feature of the Lord. The dif-
ferent parts of the gigantic form of the Lord are described in the follow-
ing verses. The materialistic men are very anxious to have some mystic
powers as a result of such a controlling process, but the real purpose of
yogic regulations.is to eradicate the accumulated dirty things like lust,
anger, avarice and all such material contaminations. If the mystic yogi is
diverted by the accompanying feats of mystic control, then his mission of
yogic success is a failure, because the ultimate aim is God realization. He
is therefore recommended to fix his gross materialistic mind by a dif-
ferent conception and thus realize the potency of the Lord. As soon as the
potencies are understood to be instrumental manifestations of the tran-
scendence, one automatically advances to the next step, and gradually the
stage of full realization becomes possible for him.

TEXT 24

frimee At ey wfteay
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vifesas tasya deho ’yarh
sthavisthas ca sthaviyasam
yatredarn vyajyate visvar
bhatarn bhavyarh bhavac ca sat

viSesah—personal; tasya—His; dehah—body; ayam—this; stha-
visthah—grossly material; ca—and; = sthaviyasam—of all matter;
yatra—wherein; idam—all these phenomena; vyajyate—is expe-
rienced; viSvam—universe; bhitam—past; bhavyam—future; bha-
vat—present; ca—and; sat—resultant.

TRANSLATION

This gigantic manifestation of the phenomenal material world as

a whole is the personal body of the Absolute Truth, wherein the

universal resultant past, present and future of material time is
experienced.

PURPORT

Anything, either material or spiritual, is but an expansion of the en-

ergy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and as stated in the

Bhagavad-gita (13.13), the omnipotent Lord has His transcendental

_ eyes, heads and other bodily parts distributed everywhere. He can see,

hear, touch or manifest Himself anywhere and everywhere, for He is

present everywhere as the Supersoul of all infinitesimal souls, although

- He has His particular ahode in the absolute world. The relative world is’

also His phenomenal representation because it is nothing but an expan-
sion of His transcendental energy. Although He is in His abode, His
energy is distributed everywhere, just as the sun is localized as well as
expanded everywhere, since the rays of the sun, being nondifferent from
the sun, are accepted as expansions of the sun disc. In the Visnu Purdna
(1.22.52) it is said that as fire expands its rays and heat from one place,
similarly the Supreme Spirit, the Personality of Godhead, expands Him-
self by His manifold energy everywhere and anywhere. The phenomenal
manifestation of the gigantic universe is only a part of His virat body.
Less intelligent men cannot conceive of the transcendental all-spiritual
form of the Lord, but they are astounded by His different energies, just
as the aborigines are struck with wonder by the manifestation of light-
ning, a gigantic mountain or a hugely expanded banyan tree. The
aborigines praise the strength of the tiger and the elephant because of
their superior energy and strength. The asuras cannot recognize the ex-
istence of the Lord, although there are vivid descriptions of the Lord in
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- yah—that;

the revealed scriptures, although the Lord incarnates and exhibits His
uncommon strength and energy, and although He is accepted as the
Supreme Personality of Godhead by learned scholars and saints like
Vyasadeva, Narada, Asita and Devala in the past and by Arjuna in the
Bhagavad-gita, as also by the dcaryas like Sankara, Ramanuja, Madhva
and Lord Sr1 Caitanya in the modern age. The asuras do not accept any
evidential proof from the revealed scriptures, nor do they recognize the
authority of the great @caryas. They want to see with their own eyes at
once. Therefore they can see the gigantic body of the Lord as viraf, which
will answer their challenge, and since they are accustomed to paying
homage to superior material strength like that of the tiger, elephant and
lightning, they can offer respect to the virat-riipa. Lord Krsna, by the re-
quest of Arjuna, exhibited His virat-ripa for the asuras. A pure devotee
of the Lord, being unaccustomed to looking into such a mundane gigantic
form of the Lord, requires special vision for the purpese. The Lord,
therefore, favored Arjuna with special vision for looking into His virat-
riipa, which is deseribed in the Eleventh Chapter of the Bhagavad-gita.
This virat-ripa of the Lord was especially manifested, not for the benefit
of Arjuna, but for that unintelligent class of men who accept anyone and
everyone as an incarnation of the Lord and so mislead the general mass
of people, For them, the indication is that one should ask the cheap incar-
nation to exhibit his viraf-riipa and thus be established as an incarnation.
The vira¢-ripa manifestation of the Lord is simultaneously a challenge to
the atheist and a favor for the asuras, who can think of the Lord as virat
and thus gradually cleanse the dirty things from their hearts in order to
become qualified to actually see the transcendental form of the Lord in
the near future. This is a favor of the all-merciful Lord to the atheists
and the gross materialists.

TEXT 25 o
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anda-kose sarire 'smin
sapldvarana-sarvyute
vairdjah puruso yo ‘sau
bhagavan dharandsrayah

anda-kose—within the universal shell; sarire—in the body of;
asmin—this; sapta—sevenfold; avarana—coverings; samyute—having
so done; vairdjah—the gigantic universal; purusah—form of the Lord; " +
asau—He; bhagavan—the Personality of Godhead:
dharand—conception; asrayah—object of. )

TRANSLATION,
The gigantic universal form of the Personality of Godhead,

within the body of the universal shell, which is covered by seven-
fold material elements, is the subject for the virit conception.

PURPORT
Slmultaneously, the Lord has multifarious other forms, and all of
them are identical with the original fountainhead form of the Lord, Sri
Krsna. In the Bhagavad-gitd, it has been proven that the original
transcendental and eternal form of the Lord is Sri Krsna, the Absolute

‘Personality of Godhead, but by His inconceivable internal potency,

ama-mayd, He can expand Himself by multifarious forms and incarna-
tions simultaneously, without being diminished in His full potency. He is
complete, and although innumerable complete forms emanate from Him,
He is still complete, without any loss. That is His spiritual or internal
potency. In the Eleventh Chapter of the Bhagavad-gita, the Personality
of Godhead, Lord Krsna, manifested His virdt-riipa just to convince the
less intelligent class of men, who cannot conceive of the Lord as appear-
ing just like a human being, that He factually has the potency of His
claim to be the Supreme Absolute Person without any rival or superior.
Materialistic men can think, although very imperfectly, of the huge uni-
versal space, comprehending an innumerable number of planets as big as
the sun. They can see only the circular sky overhead, without any infor-
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mation that this universe, as well as many other hundreds of thousands
of universes, are each covered by sevenfold material coverings of water,
fire, air, sky, ego, noumenon and material nature, just like a huge foot-
ball, pumped and covered, floating on the water of the Causal Ocean,
wherein the Lord is lying as Maha-Visnu. All the universes in seed are
emanating from the breathing of the Maha-Visnu, who is but part of a
partial expansion of the Lord, and all the universes presided over by the
Brahmas vanish when the Maha-Visnu withdraws His great breath. In
this way, the material worlds are being created and vanished by the
supreme will of the Lord. The poor foolish materialist can just imagine
how igrorantly he puts forward an insignificant creature to become His
rival incarnation, simply on the allegations of a dying man. The virat-
rapa was particularly exhibited by the Lord just to give lessons to such
faolish men, so that one can accept a person as the incarnation of God-
head only if such a person is able to exhibit such a virat-rapa as Lord
Krsna did. The materialistic person may concentrate his mind upon the
virat or gigantic form of the Lord in his own interest and as recom-
mended by Sukadeva Gosvami, but he must be on his guard not to be
misled by pretenders who claim to be the identical person as Lord Krsna

but are not able to act like Him or exhibit the virdt-riipa, comprehending -

the whole of the universe.
TEXT 26
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patalam etasya hi pada-milam
pathanti parsni-prapade rasatalam

mahatalarh visva-sijo 'tha gulphau
taldtalamh vai purusasya janghe

patalam—the planets at the bottom of the universe; etasya—of His;
hi—exactly; pada-mulam—soles of the feet: pathanti—they study it;
parsni—the heels; prapade—the toes; rasatalam—the planets named
Rasatala; mahdtalam—the planets named Mahatala; visva-srjah—of the
creator of the universe; atha—thus; gulphau—the ankles; talatalam—
the planets named Talatala; vai—as they are; purusasya—of the gigantic
person; jarighe—the shanks.

TRANSLATION

Persons who have realized it have studied that the planets
known as Patila constitute the bottoms of the feet of the universal
Lord, and the heels and the toes are the Rasitala planets. The
ankles are the Mahitala planets, and His shanks constitute the
Talatala planets.

PURPORT

Outside the bodily existence of the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
the manifested cosmic existence has no reality. Everything and anything
of the manifested world rests on Him, as confirmed in the Bhagavad-gita
(9.4), but that does not imply that everything and anything in the vision
of a materialist is the Supreme Personality. The conception of the uni-
versal form of the Lord gives a chance to the materialist to think of the
Supreme Lord, but the materialist must know for certain that his visu-
alization of the world in a spirit of lording over it is not Gad realization.
The materialistic view of exploitation of the material resources is occa-
sioned by the illusion of the external energy of the Lord, and as such, if
anyone wants to realize the Supreme Truth by conceiving of the univer-
sal form of the Lord, he must cultivate the service attitude, Unless the
service attitude is revived, the conception of virdt realization will have
very little effect on the seer. The transcendental Lord, in any conception
of His form, is never a part of the material creation. He keeps His iden-
tity as Supreme Spirit in all circumstances and is never affected by the
three material qualities, for everything material is contaminated. The
Lord always exists by His internal energy.

The First Step ip God Realization 15

The universe is divided into fourteen planetary systems. Seven plan-
etary systems, called Bhir, Bhuvar, Svar, Mahar, Janas, Tapas and Satya,
are upward planetary systems, one above the other. There are also seven
planetary systems downward, known as Atala, Vitala, Sutala, Talatala,
Mahatala, Rasatala and Patila, gradually, one below the ‘other. In this
verse, the description begins from the bottom because it is in the line of
devotion that the Lord’s bodily description should begin from His feet.
Sukadeva Gosvami is a recognized devotee of the Lord, and he is exactly
correct in the description. ‘

~ TEXT 27
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dve januni sutalarh visva-mirter
iru-dvayari vitalam catalam ca

mahitalam taj-jaghanarh mahipate
nabhastalariv nabhi-saro grnanti

dve—two; januni—two knees; sutalam—the planetary system named
Sutala; visva-mirteh—of the universal form; iru-dvayam—the two
thighs; wvitalam—the planetary system named Vitala; ca—also;
atalam—the planets named Atala; co—and; mahitalam—the planetary
system named Mahitala; tat—of that; jaghanam—the hips; mahipate—
O King; nabhastalam—outer space; nabhi-sarah—the depression of the
navel; grnanti—they take it so.

TRANSLATION :

The knees of the universal form are the planetary system of the
name Sutala, and the two thighs are the Vitala and Atala planetary
systems. The hips are Mahitala, and outer space is the depression
of His navel. :

TEXT 28
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".urah-sthalarh jyotir-anikam asya
griva mahar vadanam vai jano ‘sya
tapo varatim vidur adi-pursah
%, satyarm tu Sirsani sahasra-sirsnah

urah—high; sthalam—place (the chest); jyotih-anikam—the lumi-
nary. planets; asya—of Him; griva—the neck; mahah—the planetary
system above the luminaries; vadanam—mouth; vai—exactly; janah—
the planetary system above Mahar; asya—of Him; tapah—the planetary
system above the Janas; varatim—forehead; viduh—is known; adi—the
original; purisah—personality; satyam—the topmost planetary system;
tu—but; sirsani—the head; sahasra—one thousand; sirsnah—one with
heads. :

TRANSLATION

The chest of the Original Personality of the gigantic form is the
luminary planetary system, His neck is the Mahar planets, His
mouth is the Janas planets, and His forehead is the Tapas planetary
system. The topmost planetary system, known as Satyaloka, is the
head of He who has one thousand heads.

PURPORT

The effulgent luminary planets like the sun and the moon are situated
almost in the midplace of the universe, and as such they are to be known
as the chest of the original gigantic form of the Lord. And above the
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16 Srimad -Bhagavatam

[Canto 2, Ch. 1

luminary planets, called also the heavenly places of the universal direc-
torate demigods, are the Mahar, Janas and Tapas planetary systems, and,
above all, the Satyaloka planetary system, where the chief directors of
the modes of material nature reside, namely Visnu, Brahma and Siva.
This Visnu is known as the Ksirodakasayi Visnu, and He acts as the
Supersoul in every living being. There are innumerable universes float-
ing on the Causal Ocean, and in each of them the representation of the
virat form of the Lord is there along with innumerable suns, moons,
heavenly demigods, Brahmas, Visnus and sivas, all of them situated in
one part of the inconceivable potency of Lord Krsna, as stated in the

Bhagavad-gita (10.42). _
TEXT 29
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indradayo bahava ahur usrah

karnau disah Srotram amusya Sabdah
nasatya-dasrau paramasya ndase

ghrano ‘sya gandho mukham agnir iddhah

indra-adayah—demigods headed by the heavenly king, Indra;
bahavah—arms; ahuh—are called; usraéh—the demigods; karnau—the
ears; “disah—the four directions; srotram—the sense of hearing;
amusya—of the Lord; sabdah—sound; nasatya-dasrau—the demigods
known as the Asvini-kumiras; paramasya—of the Supreme; ndse—
nostrils; ghranah—the sense of smell; asya—of Him; gandhah—
fragrance; mukham—the mouth; agnih—fire; iddhah—blazing.

TRANSLATION

His arms are the demigods headed by Indra, the ten directional
sides are His ears, and physical sound is His sense of hearing. His
nostrils are the two Asvini-kumiras, and material fragrance is His
sense of smell. His mouth is the blazing fire.

PURPORT

The description of the gigantic form of the Personality of Godhead
made in the Eleventh Chapter of the Bhagavad-gita is further explained
here in the Srimad-Bhagavatam. The description in the Bhagavad-gita
(11.30) runs as follows: ‘O Visnu, I see You devouring all people in Your
blazing mouths and covering all the universe by Your immeasurable
rays. Scorching the worlds, You are manifest.”” In that way, Srimad-
Bhagavatam is the postgraduate study for the student of the Bhagavad-
gita. Both of them are the science of Krsna, the Absolute Truth, and so
they are interdependent.

The conception of the virat-purusa, or the gigantic form of the

Supreme Lord, is said to include all the dominating demigods as well as’

the dominated living beings. Even the minutest part of a living being is
controlled by the empowered agency of the Lord. Since the demigods are
included in the gigantic form of the Lord, worship of the Lord, whether
in His gigantic material conception or in His eternal transcendental form
as Lord Sri Krsna, also appeases the demigods and all the other parts and
parcels, as much as watering the root of a tree distributes energy to all of
the tree’s other parts. Consequently, for a materialist also, worship of the
universal gigantic form of the Lord leads one to the right path. One need
not risk being misled by approaching many demigods for fulfillment of
different desires, The real entity is the Lord Himself, and all others are
imaginary, for everything is included in Him only.

TEXT 30
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dyaur aksini caksur abhat patangah
paksmani visnor ahani ubhe ca

tad-bhria-vijrmbhah paramesthi-dhisnyam

. apo ’sya tali rasa eva jihva :

dyauh—the sphere of outer space; aksini—the eyeballs; caksuh—of
eyes (senses); abhat—it so became; patarigah—the sun; paksmani—
eyelids; visnoh—of the Personality of Godhead, Sri Visnu; ahani—day
and night; ubhe—both; ca—and; tat—His; bhri—eyebrows;
vijrmbhah—movements; paramesthi—the supreme entity (Brahma);
dhisnyam—post; @pah—Varuna, the director of water; asya—His;
tali—palate; rasah—juice; eva—certainly; jihua—the tongue.

TRANSLATION

The sphere of outer space constitutes His eyepits, and the eye-
ball is the sun as the power of seeing. His eyelids are both the day
and night, and in the movements of His eyebrows, the Brahma and
similar supreme personalities reside. His palate is the director of
water, Varuna, and the juice or essence of everything is His
tongue.

PURPORT

To common sense the description in this verse appears to be somewhat
contradictory because sometimes the sun has been described as the eye-
ball and sometimes as the outer space sphere. But there is no room for
common sense in the injunctions of the $astras. We must accept the de-
scription of the édstras and concentrate more on the form of the virat-
ripa than on common sense. Common sense is always imperfect, whereas
the description in the $astras is always perfect and complete. If there is
any incongruity, itis due to our imperfection and not the $astras”. That is
the method of approaching Vedic wisdom.

TEXT 31
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chandarhsy anantasya Siro grnanti
damstra yamah sneha-kala dvijani

haso janonmada-kari ca maya
duranta-sargo yad-apanga-moksah

chandamsi—the Vedic hymns; anantasya—of the Supreme; Sirah—
the cerebral passage; grnanti—they say; damstrah—the jaws of teeth;
yamah—Yamaraja, the director of sinners; sneha-kaldh—the art of
affection; dvijani—the set of teeth; hasah—smile; jana-unmada-kari—
the most alluring; ca—also; mayd—illusory energy; duranta—insur-
passable; sargah—the material creation; yat-aparga—whose glance;
moksah—casting over.

TRANSLATION

They say that the Vedic hymns are the cerebral passage of the
Lord, and His jaws of teeth are Yama, god of death, who punishes
the sinners. The art of affection is His set of teeth, and the most
alluring illusory material energy is His smile. This great ocean of
material creation is but the casting of His glance over us.

PURPORT

According to Vedic assertion, this material creation is the result of the
Lord’s casting a glance over the material energy, which is described
herein as the most alluring illusory energy. The conditioned souls who
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are allured by such materialism should know that the material temporary
creation is simply an imitation of the reality and that those who are capti-
vated by such alluring glances of the Lord are put under the direction of
the controller of sinners called Yamaraja. The Lord smiles affectionately,
displaying His teeth. The intelligent person who can grasp these truths
about the Lord becomes a soul fully surrendered unto Him.

vridottaraustho ‘dhara eva lobho

dharmah stano 'dharma-patho ’sya prstham
kas tasya medhrarm vrsanau ca mitrau

kuksih samudra girayo ’sthi-sarighah

vrida—modesty; uttara—upper; ostha—lip; adharahi—chin; eva—
certainly; lobhah—hankering; dharmab-réligion; stanah—breast;
adharma—irreligion; pathah—way; asya—His; prstham—back;
kah—Brahma; tasya—His; medhram—genitals; vrsanau—testicles;
ca—also; mitrau—the Mitra-varunas; kuksih—waist; samudrah—the
oceans; girayah—the hills; asthi—bones; sarighah—stack.

- TRANSLATION
Modesty is the upper portion of His lips, hankering is His chin,
religion is the breast of the Lord, and irreligion is His back.
Brahmiji, who generates all living beings in the material world, is
His genitals, and the Mitra-varunas are His two testicles. The ocean
is His waist, and the hills and mountains are the stacks of His
bones.

PURPORT

The Supreme Lord is not impersonal, as misconceived by less intelli-
gent thinkers. Rather, He is the Supreme Person, as confirmed in all
authentic Vedic literatures. But His personality is different from what we
can conceive. It is stated here that Brahmaji acts as His genitals and that
the Mitra-varunas are His two testicles. This means that as a person He is
complete with all bodily organs, but they are of different types with dif-
ferent potencies. When the Lord is described as impersonal, therefare, it
should be understood that His personality is not exactly the type of per-
sonality found within our imperfect speculation. One can, however, wor-
ship the Lord even by seeing the hills and mountains or the ocean and
the sky as different parts and parcels of the gigantic body of the Lord, the
virat-purusa. The virdt-riipa, as exhibited by Lord Krsna to Arjuna, is a
challenge to the unbelievers. :

TEXT 33
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nadyo ‘sya nadyo 'tha tari-ruhani
mahi-ruhd visva-tanor nypendra

ananta-viryah $vasitarh matarisva
gatir vayah karma guna-pravahah

nadyah—the rivers; asya—of Him; nadyah—veins; atha—and
thereafter; tani-ruhani—hairs on the body; mahi-ruhah—the plants
and trees; viSva-tanoh—of the universal form; nrpa-indra—0 King;

ananta-viryah—of the omnipotent; Svasitam—breathing; matarisva—
air; gatih—movement; vayah—passing ages; karma—activity; guna-
pravahah—reactions of the modes of nature.

TRANSLATION

O King, the rivers are the veins of the gigantic body, the trees
are the hairs of His body, and the omnipotent air is His breath.
The passing ages are His movements, and His activities are the
reactions of the three modes of material nature.

PURPORT

The Personality of Godhead is not a dead stone, nor is He inactive, as
is poorly thought by some schools, He moves with the progress of time,
and therefore He knows all about the past and future, along with His
present activities. There is nothing unknown to Him. The conditioned
souls are driven by the reactions of the modes of material nature, which
are the activities of the Lord. As stated in the Bhagavad-gita (7.12), the
modes of nature act under His direction only, and as such no natural
functions are blind or automatic. The power behind the activities is the
supervision of the Lord, and thus the Lord is never inactive as is wrongly
conceived. The Vedas say that the Supreme Lord has nothing to do per-
sonally, as is always the case with superiors, but everything is done by
His direction. As it is said, not a blade of grass moves without His sanc-
tion. In the Brahma-samhita (5.48), it is said that all the universes
and the heads of them (the Brahmas) exist only for the duration of His
breathing period. The same is confirmed here: The air on which the uni-
verses and the planets within the universes exist is nothing but a bit of
the breath of the unchallengeable virat-purusa. So even by studying the
rivers, trees, air and passing ages, one can conceive of the Personality of
Godhead without being misled by the formless conception of the Lord. In
the Bhagavad-gita (12.5) it is stated that those who are much inclined to
the formless conception of the Supreme Truth are more troubled than
those who can intelligently conceive of the personal form.

TEXT 34
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sasya—of the supreme controller; kesan—hairs on the head;
viduh—you may know it from me; ambu-vahan—the clouds which
carry water; vdsah tu—the dress; sandhyadm—termination of day and
night; kuru-varya—O best of the Kurus; bhimnah—of the Almighty;
avyaktam—the prime cause of material creation; dhuh—it is said;
hrdayam—intelligence; manah ca—and the mind; sah—He; cand-

-ramah—the moon; sarva-vikara-kosah—the reservoir of all changes.

TRANSLATION

O best amongst the Kurus, the clouds which carry water are the
hairs on His head, the terminations of days or nights are His dress,
and the supreme cause of material creation:is His intelligence. His
mind is the moon, the reservoir of all changes.

TEXT 35
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[Canto 2, Ch. 1, Text 37]
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vijidna-saktirn mahim amananti
sarvitmano ‘ntak-karanam giritram
asvasvatary-ustra-gaja nakhani
sarve mrgah pasavah Sroni-dese

vijildna-Saktim —consciousness; mahim—the principle of matter;
damananti—they call it so; sarvg-atmanah—of the omnipresent; antah-
karanam—ego; giritram—Rudra (Siva); asva—horse; asvatari—mule;
ustra—camel; gajih—elephant; nakhdani—nails; sarve—all other;
mrgah—stags; pasavah—quadrupeds; Sroni-dese—on the region of the
belt. ]
TRANSLATION

The principle of matter [mahat-tattva] is the consciousness of
the omnipresent Lord, as asserted by the experts, and Rudradeva is
His ego. The horse, mule, camel and elephant are His nails, and
wild animals and all quadrupeds are situated in the belt zone of the
Lord. ¢

TEXT 36
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vayarmsi tad-vydkaranam vicitram
manur menisd manujo nivdsah
gandharva-vidyddhara-carandpsarah

svara-smytir asuranika-viryah

vayarhsi—varieties of birds; tat-vydkaranam—vocables; vicitram—
artistic; manuh—the father of mankind; manisé—thoughts; manujah
—mankind (the sons of Manu); nivdsah—residence; gandharva—the
human beings named Gandharvas;. vidyadhara—the Vidyadharas;
carana—the Caranas; apsarah—the angels; svara—musical rhythm;
smytth—remembrance; asura-anika—the demoniac soldiers; viryah—
prowess,

TRANSLATION

Varieties of birds are indications of His masterful artistic sense.
Manu, the father of mankind, is the emblem of His standard intel-
ligence, and humanity is His residence. The celestial species of
human beings, like the Gandharvas, Vidyadharas, Caranas and
angels, all represent His musical rhythm, and the demoniac
soldiers are representations of His wonderful prowess.

PURPORT

The aesthetic sense of the Lord is manifested in the artistic, colorful
creation of varieties of birds like the peacock, parrot and cuckoo. The
celestial species of human beings, like the Gandharvas and Vidyadharas,
can sing wonderfully and can entice even the minds of the heavenly
demigods. Their musical rhythm represents the musical sense of the
Lord. How then can He be impersonal? His musical taste, artistic sense
and standard intelligence, which is never fallible, are different signs of
His supreme personality. The Manu-sarhita is the standard lawbook for
humanity, and every human being is advised to follow this great book of
social knowledge. Human society is the residential quarters for the Lord.
This means that the human being is meant for God realization and asso-
ciation with God. This life is a chance for the conditioned soul to regain
his eternal God consciousness and thus fulfill the mission of life.
Maharaja Prahlada is the right type of representative of the Lord in the
family of asuras. None of the living beings is away from the Lord’s

22 BACK TO GODHEAD

gigantic body. Each and every one has a particular duty in relation to the
supreme body. Disruption in the matter of discharging the specific duty
assigned to each and every living being is the cause of disharmony be-
tween one living being and another, but when the relation is re-
established in relation with the Supreme Lord, there is complete unity
between all living beings, even up to the limit of the wild animals and
human society. Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu displayed this living unity in
the jungle of Madhya Pradesh, where even the tigers, elephants and
many other ferocious animals perfectly cooperated in glorifying the
Supreme Lord. That is the way to peace and amity all over the world.

TEXT 37
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brahmananarh ksatra-bhujo mahatma
vid drur anghri-srita-krsna-varnah

nanabhidhabhijya-ganopapanno
dravyatmakah karma vitana-yogah

brahma—the brahmanas; ananam—the face; ksatra—the ksatriyas;
bhujah—the arms; mahdtma—the virat-purusa; vit—the wvaiSyas;
druh—the thighs; anghri-srita—under the protection of His feet;
krsna-varnah—the sidras; ndnd—various; abhidhd—by names;
abhijya-gana—the demigods; upapannah—being overtaken; drgvya-
atmakah—with = feasible goods; karma—activities; vitdna-yogah
—performances of sacrifice.

TRANSLATION

The virat-purusa’s ‘face is the braihmanas, His arms are the
ksatriyas, His thighs are the vaiSyas, and the siidras are under the
protection of His feet. All the worshipable demigods are also over-
taken by Him, and it is the duty of everyone to perform sacrifices
with feasible goods to appease the Lord.

PURPORT

Monotheism is practically suggested here. Offering sacrifices to many
demigods under different names is mentioned in the Vedic literatures,
but the suggestion made in this verse is that all those varieties of
demigods are included in the form of the Supreme Personality of God-
head; they are only the parts and parcels of the original whole. Similarly,
the divisions of the orders of human society, namely the bra@hmanas (the
intelligent class), the ksatriyas (the administrators), the vaisyas (the
mercantile community) and the $adras (the lahorer class), are all in-
cluded in the body of the Supreme. As such, sacrifice by every one of
them in terms of pleasing the Supreme by feasible goods is recom-
mended. Generally, the sacrifice is offered with clarified butter and
grains, but with the progress of time, human society has produced
varieties of goods by transforming materials supplied by God’s material
nature. Human society, therefore, must learn to offer sacrifices not only
with clarified butter, but also with other manufactured goods in the
propagation of the Lord’s glory, and that will bring about perfection in
human society. The ‘intelligent class of men, or brahmanas, may give
direction for such sacrifices in consultation with the previous dcdryas;
the administrators may give all facilities to perform such sacrifices; the
vaisya class or mereantile community, who produce such goods, may
offer them for sacrifice; and the $idra class may offer their manual labor
for the successful termination of such sacrifice. Thus by the cooperation
of all classes of human beings, the sacrifice recommended in this age,
namely the sacrifice of congregational chanting of the holy name of the
Lord, may be executed for the common welfare of all the people of the

world. 5 : :
(continued in next issue)
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The Biography of a Pure Devotee
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New York City, January- February 1966

“It W/ill Not Be Possible to Assist You”

S rila Prabhupida pursued his desire to
purchase the two-storied structure at
143 West Seventy-second Street. The
realtors had shown him the building,
and he had already mentally arranged
the interior for Deity worship and distri-
bution of prasdda [food offered to Lord
Krsnal.

On January 14 he wrote a letter to the
building’s owner, Mr. A. M. Hartman,
explaining his problem in getting the
government of India to sanction the
release of money from the country. He
requested Mr. Hartman to donate the
building for the time being for use as a
I([gr_la temple.

Srila Prabhupada related that he had
expected to get personal sanction from
the prime minister, Lal Bahadur Shastri,
who was due to visit America. ‘‘But now
the prime minister is suddenly dead,”
wrote Srila Prabhupdda, ‘‘and I'm
greatly perplexed.”” (Prime Minister
Shastri died of a heart attack on January
11, 1966, while visiting Russia.) So Srila
Prabhupada suggested that if Mr. Hart-
man were to donate the building, at least

by SATSVARUPA DASA GOSWAMI

he would not have to pay taxes. He also
requested that Mr. Hartman become
one of the directors of the proposed
institution.

Mr. Hartman was not agreeable. But in
January a reply to one of the letters to
India gave Srila Prabhupada consider-
able hope. It came from Sri Padmapat
Singhania, the director of a very large
business in India known as the J.K.
Organization. Srila Prabhupida had writ-
ten him an appeal to help, since the
members of his family were traditionally
devotees of Lord Krsna.

On January 14, 1966, Mr. Singhania
replied as follows:

“*‘My dear Svamiji,

I have gone through your letter. I am
very glad to know your idea of erecting a
Sr1 Radha-Krsna temple in New York, |
think the proposal is a good one, but the
following are the difficulties. We have
got to send foreign exchange for building
the temple for which the government
sanction is required. Without the
government sanction no money can be

sent abroad. If the government of India
agrees, then one can think of erecting a
temple in New York. I doubt whether
with this small amount of rupees, seven
lakhs [$147,000], a temple can be built
in New York. [ mean to carry out a nice
construction with Indian type of
architecture. To get the temple com-
pleted in Indian type of architecture we
have to send a man from India.

These are the main difficulties. Other-
wise the idea is very good.

Yours sincerely,
$ri Padmapat Singhania’’

Srila Prabhupada and Mr. Singhania
disagreed as to what kind of building
should become the first Krsna temple in
New York. To construct a magnificent
Indian temple in New York would cost
many millions of dollars. Srila Prabhu-
pada had mentioned that they might not
be able to buy suitable vacant land in
Manhattan, and in that case they might
even have to purchase a building, dis-
mantle it, and then construct a temple.
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He knew that if Padmapat Singhania
truly desired, he was rich enough to
spend millions of dollars. But then again
there was the critical situation regarding
exchange. How would they be able to get
such a huge amount of money out of In-
dia? Srila Prabhupada therefore again
suggested his plan that they spend
only seven lakhs. ‘‘After purchasing the
house,”” he wrote, ‘‘we can build an-
other story upon it with a temple dome,
cakra [the disc of Lord Visnul, etc.”
The members of Mr. Singhania’s
family were traditionally devotees of
Lord Krsna in His opulent form known
as Lord Dvaraka-natha. According to
Srimad-Bhagavatam, when Krsna, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, made
His appearance in the material world, He
first appeared in the rural setting of
Vrndavana, where in His childhood He
sported with the cows and cowherd boys
and girls. When He was sixteen years old
He moved to Dvaraka, where He be-
came a young prince and lived in
fabulous opulence. :
““Lord Dvarakadhisa,”’ wrote Srila
Prabhupada, “‘exhibited His opulence at
Dvaraka with sixteen thousand queens,
and it is understood that He built a
palace for each and every queen, and the
palaces were made with jewels and
stones so that there was no necessity for
artificial light in the palaces. So your con-
ception of building a temple of Lord
Krsna is in opulence. But we are resi-
.dents of Vrndavana, and Vrndavana has
no palaces like your Dvaraka. Vrndavana
is full of forests and cows on the bank of
the Yamuna, and Lord Krspa in His
childhood played the part of a cowherd
boy without any real opulence [like that
of which] you people, the inhabitants of
Dvaraka, think. So when the Dvaraka-
vilas meet the Vrndavana-valas there
may be a via media [that is, a com-
promisel.”” With Mr. Singhania’s
Dviraka-like wealth and Srila Prabhu-
pada’s Vrndavana-like devotion, Lord
Krsna—the Lord of both Vrnddvana and
Dvarakda —could be properly worshiped.
With one apparently hot iron in the
fire, Srila Prabhupada proceeded to add
others. He wrote to another Godbrother,
Bon Maharija, the rector of the Institute
of Oriental Philosophy, in Vrndavana,
saying that he had found a place for a
temple in New York City and that he
wanted to install Deities of Radha and
Krsna. Bon Maharaja wrote back on
January 14 with price estimates for
fourteen-inch brass Deities of Radha-
Krsna, but he warned Srila Prabhupada
that to start the Deity worship would be a
heavy responsibility for the future.
Srila Prabhupada requested Bon
Maharaja’s assistance in getting the

government to sanction the release of
the money he felt Padmapat Singhania
would donate. Srila Prabhupada men-
tioned that he had carried on an exten-
sive personal correspondence with the
vice-president of India, Dr. Radha-
krishnan, who was also known to Bon
Maharaja. ““Tell him,”’ Srila Prabhupada
wrote Bon Mahardja, “‘that it is not an
ordinary temple of worship but an inter-
national institution for God conscious-
ness based on the Srimad-Bhagavatam.”
In reply to Bon Maharaja’s question as to
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whether Srila Prabhupada could single-
handedly manage a temple in New York,
Srila Prabhupada replied, ‘I think that
after the temple has started, some men,
even from America, may be available, as
I see they have in the Ramakrishna Mis-
sion as well as in so many yoga societies.
So I am trying to open a temple here be-
cause Srila Prabhupada [meaning his
own spiritual master, Bhaktisiddhaiita
Sarasvati Thakura] wanted it.”’

On Saturday, January 22, while Srila
Prabhupada prayed to receive Radha-
Krsna in New York, a snow storm hit the
city. That morning, Srila Prabhupada,
who had never before seen snow, woke
up and thought that someone had
whitewashed the whole side of the ad-
joining building. When he went outside,
he saw that everything was covered with
snow. Now he had to walk through
heavy snow with only a thin dhoti
beneath his overcoat and his head
covered with his ‘‘svami hat.”” The
temperature was down to ten degrees.

While the city went into a state of
emergency, Srila Prabhupada continued
his daily walks. The main roads were
cleared, but many sidewalks were
covered with snow. Along the strip of

park dividing Broadway, the gusting
winds piled snowbanks up to shoulder
height and totally buried the benches.
The Broadway kiosks, plastered with
layer upon layer of posters and notices,
were now plastered with additional layers
of snow and ice. But despite the snow,
people were still walking their dogs, al-
though the dogs now wore raincoats and
mackinaws. (The pampering behavior of
the American dog owners always left
Prabhupada with a feeling of surprised
amusement.) As he approached West
End Avenue, he found the doormen
blowing whistles as usual to signal the
taxis, and scattering salt to create safe
walkways in front of the buildings. In
Riverside Park the benches, paths, and
trees were glazed with ice and gave off a
shimmering reflection from the sky.

In the newspapers that week, Selective
Service officials announced that for the
first time since the Korean War, sub-
stantial numbers of young people
would be drafted. In Vietnam a month-
long peace ended, and the U.S. Air Force
raided North Vietnam. The transit strike
ended after three weeks, and subse-
quently the transit labor leader, who had
been arrested, died of a heart attack.™

On January 30 the whole East Coast
was hit by severe blizzards, and seven
inches of snow fell on the city, with
winds up to fifty miles an hour. The City
of New York offered free warm rooms
and board for people living in tenements
without heat. J.F.K. Airport was tempo-
rarily closed, as were train lines and
roadways into the city. For the second
time within eight days, a state of |
emergency was called on account of
SNow.

Srila Prabhupada was struggling, but
he remained convinced that the world’s
suffering could be solved only by Krsna
consciousness. As a lone individual, he
could not do anything about the snow
emergency or the international warfare,
which he saw as mere symptoms of the
age of Kali. There would always be mis-
ery in the material world, but if he could
bring Ridha and Krsna to a building in
New York, it would be possible for the
Supreme Lord to do anything. Even in
the midst of Kali-yuga, a golden age
could appear, and people could get relief
from all the anomalies of the present
age. If Americans could take to Krsna
consciousness, its potency for peace and
prosperity based on genuine God con-
sciousness could spread all over the
world. Seeing through the eyes of the
scriptures, Srila Prabhupada pushed
himself through the city blizzard and
pursued the thin trail for support of his
project.

On February 4, Srila Prabhupada
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wrote a letter in answer to his God-
brother Tirtha Mahardja. His God-
brother had said that he would try for the
government sanction only after he had
gotten a letter from a responsible donor
who promised to purchase a temple for
Srila Prabhupada. Srila Prabhupada in-
formed him that the donor would be Sri
Padmapat Singhania of the J.K.
Organization, and he enclosed Mr.
Singhania’s letter of the fourteenth ex-
pressing a favorable attitude toward
building a Krspa temple in New York.
Srila Prabhupdda reminded his
Godbrother, ““Srila Prabhupada Bhakti-
siddhanta wanted such temples in
foreign countries such as New York,
London, Tokyo, etc., and I had personal
talks with him when I first met him at
Ulta Danga in 1922. Now here is a
chance for me to carry out his personal
order....I am just seeking your favor
and mercy in making this attempt
successful.”

Srila Prabhupada’s attempt to nourish
all these plans around the promise of
support by Padmapat Singhania met dis-
couragement when the Dvaraka-vala
wrote a letter (dated Janaury 27) ex-
pressing his disinterest in the Seventy-
second Street building.

*“I am afraid that I cannot agree with
your suggestion that you should buy a
small house and erect something on top
of it,” said Mr. Singhania. ‘‘Unfor-
tunately, such a kind of proposal will not
suit me. The temple must be a small one,
but it must be constructed properly. [
quite agree that you cannot spend a lot of
money at present, but within the amount
the government may sanction, you
should build something according to the
architecture of Indian temples. Then
only will we be able to create some im-
pression on the American people. This is
all that [ can write to you in this connec-
tion. I am very grateful for your taking
the trouble of writing me.”

Somehow Srila Prabhupida did not
take this letter as final; he still main-
tained hopes that Sri Padmapat
Singhania would give money for the
temple, if only the transfer of money
could be arranged from India. He con-
tinued writing his Godbrothers and
other devotees, asking them to approach
the government to arrange sanction for
release of money. He continued desiring
the building, even though his one likely
donor had gone sour on the idea of a
cakra and dome placed atop a converted
two-story structure.

_ In the beginning of February, 1966,
Srila Prabhupada changed his room from
501 to 307 in the same building on
Seventy-second Street. In one of his let-
ters to a Godbrother in India, he wrote,

*‘I have changed my room to Room 307
in the same building as above
mentioned, for better air and light, and
on the roadside junction of two roads,
the Columbus Avenue and Seventy-
second Street.”’ According to Dr. Misra,
Srila Prabhupada moved in order to have
his own place, independent of the Misra
Yoga Society.

Room 307 was a very small office
space with a toilet and sink but no
facilities for bathing or cooking. It clearly
was not intended for use as a residence,
asrama, or lecture hall. The door to 307

Again, India
was not
interested.
Even in

““the land of
religion,”’
religious subjects
were only for
“‘a small sect.”

had a glass transom above it, and it held
a large pane of frosted white glass, the
kind common in old office doors.
Usually, the name of the firm renting the
office would have been printed on the
lower left-hand corner of the pane. The
room was very narrow. It had no fur-
niture and no phone.

Srila Prabhupada set out his blankets
on the floor, next to a makeshift desk he
had arranged for his typewriter and
books. Although in that room he was
now independent to preach as he liked,
his material standards had been reduced.
Whoever found him there saw that he
was very poor. He could not even eat or
bathe at home. He simply worked at his
writing there and slept on the floor. He
still had to walk to Seventy-fifth Street to
cook at Dr. Misra’s residence.

While Srila Prabhupada had stayed at
Dr. Misra’s yoga dsrama, Dr. Misra had
personally financed his needs, but now
that Dr. Misra was leaving for Europe,
Srila Prabhupida was financially on his
own, Whatever money he could raise by
sales of his books he had to use for the
monthly rent of seventy-two dollars. He
was also spending a few dollars a day for
maintenance. He noted that for a little
chili powder the West End Superette

charged twenty-five cents, many times
what he would have paid for the same
thing in India. Although he had no in-
come, his expenses had increased. But at
least this was his own place, and he
began his own preaching to the few
guests who began to attend his talks.

Srila Prabhupada pursued his plans to
purchase the building, and he also con-
tinued his writing and his local speaking
and book selling. But in February he
suffered reverses in most of these
projects.

On February 16 he wrote to the
proprietors of the Universal Book House
of Bombay, giving some hints for selling
his Srimad-Bhagavatam in the Bombay
area. Srila Prabhupada informed them
that he was trying to establish a Radha-
Krsna temple and that ‘‘a big in-
dustrialist of India has promised to pay
for the cost.” Since it seemed he might
stay in the United States ‘‘for many
more days,”” Srila Prabhupada wanted
the Book House to take increased charge
of selling his books throughout India.
The Book House was the agent for sell-
ing his books in the province of
Maharastra, but now Srila Prabhupada
recommended that they take the respon- |
sibility for selling his three volumes of
Srimad-Bhagavatam in all the other prov-
inces and introducing them in colleges
and universities throughout the country.
He also requested that they credit his
bank account there for the books sold so
far.

Within ten days a letter from the Uni-
versal Book House arrived at Room 307.
*“I cannot give you very happy news on
the progress of the sale of Srimad-
Bhagavatam,” wrote Mr. A.P. Dhar-
wadkar, “‘because the subject is religious
and [only] a small sect of the society may
be personally interested in the books.”
The book agent explained that their line
of business rarely brought them in con-
tact with colleges and universities. The
few booksellers who had taken the books
had returned them after some time, for
want of response. ‘‘As such,” the agent
wrote, ‘‘we are not only unenthusiastic
to greet your proposal to take up sales for
all India, but we were just thinking to ask
you to nominate some other people to
represent your sales program in
Maharastra.’” So far, they had sold only
six sets of his books, for which they were
about to transfer 172 rupees to his ac-
count. This was hardly encouraging to
the author. Again, India was not in-
terested. Even in ‘‘the land of religion,”
religious subjects were only for “‘a small
sect.”

Another reverse came directly from
the head of the Indian government. On
February 8 Srila Prabhupada had
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addressed a letter to the new prime
minister, Indira Gandhi, requesting her
to give him permission to release money
from India to invest in the Krsna temple
in New York. His reply came from the
prime minister’s official secretary, Mr.
L K. Gha. It was dated February 25 from
New Delhi.

“*Dear Svamiji,

The Prime Minister has seen your let-
ter of February 8, 1966. She appreciates
the spirit which has prompted you to
carry the message of the Srimad
Bhagavad-gita and the Srimad-
Bhdgavatam to other countries. Owing to
the critical foreign exchange situation
which the country is facing, it is greatly
regretted that it will not be possible to
assist you from here in your plan to set
up a Radha-Krsna temple.”

Once again the message was a clear
no, but Srila Prabhupida wouldn’t take
no for an answer, at least not until he
had pursued the matter to its furthest
limit. Even after receiving this letter, he
continued trying to get governmental
sanction for the release of money.

Srila Prabhupada’s visa, which he had
extended several times, was to run out
again by March 1966. To get an exten-
sion, he would have to apply a few weeks
beforehand. He wrote to his God-
brothers that he needed definite en-
couragement from them to continue in
America, because it was so expensive.
He informed them that he was spending
the equivalent of a thousand rupees a
month. ““And as such, I am counting
every day to receive your favorable
replies.”

In a letter dated February 16, he again
requested Tirtha Mahardja to approach
Dr. Radhakrishnan on his behalf, to try
to persuade the government to release
funds, but this time the Godbrothers let
his letter go unanswered. Apparently
they felt little obligation toward preach-
ing in America; they didn’t even bother
to write him regular replies.

On March 18 Srila Prabhupada wrote
another letter to Sri Padmapat Sing-
hania, requesting a man from India to
work on the temple in New York, as Mr.
Singhania had previously suggested.
Srila Prabhupada again wrote to Sumati
Morarjee, requesting her to please send
him a mrdasga, a drum to accompany his
chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra. And
he requested that in the future, when he
would send many men from India, she
oblige by giving them free passage on
Scindia Steamship Lines. There is no
record of any reply to these inquiries. As
his financial situation became more
urgent and his hopes more strained, his
support from India withdrew in silence.
His unanswered correspondence was

itself a kind a message, loud and clear:
““We cannot help you.”

_ Although no one encouraged him,
Srila Prabhupada trusted in the order of
his spiritual master and the will of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sr1
Krsna. He extended his visa to stay on in
New York. Although the word from the
prime minister was a definite no, Srila
Prabhupada still hoped that Padmapat
Singhania was influential enough to send
him money if he wanted to. Mr.
Singhania had already written that he

The only question
was whether
Americans
would take notice
of the pure devotee
in their midst.

It didn’t
seem that anyone
was going to
take him seriously.

was not interested in Prabhupada’s
building, but Srila Prabhupada had writ-
ten him further, suggesting different
ways the money could be released from
India and a temple built according to Mr.
Singhania’s satisfaction.

The one light in all these maneuvers
was the slight hope that Mr. Singhania
would still make a big donation. But this
hope was thoroughly discouraged by a
letter of March 28 from the J.K.
Organization. This time Mr. Singhania
did not write personally. The reply came
from his secretary, Mr. Easwara Iyer.

““I regret to write that Sri Padmapatji is
not interested in the scheme of building
a Radhia-Krsna temple in New York at
present. In regard to the inquiry con-
tained in the last paragraph of your let-
ter, Sri Padmapatji duly received your
books of Srimad-Bhdagavatam from your
Delhi offices. Yours sincerely.”

Had Srila Prabhupada given up, as
would most persons his age, there would
be nothing further to tell about the Hare
Krsna movement. But he persisted, and
there is more to our story of one pure
devotee’s singlehanded effort to

introduce Krsna consciousness in the
West.

Seeing him from a long distance, a tiny
figure walking Manhattan’s streets and
avenues among many other tiny figures;
hearing of his daily survival, an Indian
immigrant, old and poor, whose visa had
almost run out—in this way we come
upon only the external appearance of
Srila Prabhupiada. He would always
acknowledge that those days were real
enough and very difficult, but the other
level, his transcendental consciousness,
was always there and predominant. For-
merly, when he had suffered his heart at-
tacks aboard the Jaladuta, his reading of
Caitanya-caritamrta had supplied him the
nectar of life. And now he was not really
living in Manhattan consciousness, but
was absorbed in dependence upon
Krsna, and thus he was situated in the
soul’s original, constitutional nature in
relation to God.

Certainly Srila Prabhupada wanted
very much to open Lord Krsna's temple
in New York. But whether or not the
world would recognize him and provide
him with a building, he had already suc-
ceeded, because he was remembering
Krsna, even in New York City in the=
winter of 1965-66. Not a day went by
when he did not work on Krsna’s book,
Srimad-Bhagavatam, which fully declares
the glories of Krsna. And not a day went
by when he did not offer prasdda to
Krsna and speak on Krsna’s philosophy
of Bhagavad-gita.

Lord Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita,
“For one who sees Me everywhere and
sees everything in Me, [ am never lost to
him, and he is never lost to Me.”” Krsna
makes this promise to His devotee and
assures him that there need be no doubt.
““My devotee will never be vanquished.”
There was never any doubt about this for
Srila Prabhupada. The only question was
whether Americans would succeed in
taking notice of the pure devotee in their
midst. At this point it certainly didn’t
seem that anyone was going to take him
seriously. :

Years later, Srila Prabhupada would
describe his change of fortune in New
York as no less than a miracle performed
by Krsna. “When I was alone in New
York,” he would say, ‘'l was thinking,
‘Who will listen to me in this horrible,
sinful place? All right, I shall stay a little
longer. At least I can distribute a few of
my books. That is something.” Now I can
see that it is a miracle. Otherwise, your
city, New York, one single old man, with
only a few books to sell for barely getting
eatables—how can he survive, what to
speak of introducing a God conscious
movement for saving humankind? That
is Krsna’'s miracle.” o
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“HERE IS SOMETHING
VERY BEAUTIFUL AND LOVELY”

Reflections on Krsna consciousness, by Rev. Norman Moorhouse.

My first impression of the Hare
Krsna temple was, ‘‘Here is
something that is very beautiful and
lovely.”” As far as the worship was con-
cerned, it was the happiness of it, the joy
of it, that I noticed. I observed it in all
the faces of the devotees. And, of
course, there was the dancing, which in
the Christian church you don’t have at

FATHER MOORHOUSE is a priest of the Church
of England. He was born in 1912 in Manchester,
and was ordained in 1948. Having served in
many parishes throughout Britain, he is now a
member of the College of Chaplains of Norwich
Cathedral.

all. I also was very impressed with the
way the children were enjoying them-
selves in worship and really taking part
in it. So it was an experience of great joy,
an experience that made me think,
*“This is what religion is all about.”
Having stayed with the devotees, I was
able to appreciate some of the discipline
involved in their way of living. It isn’t
an easy life. Indeed, it is a hard life in
many ways—rising early, abstaining
from meat and intoxicants and sex out-
side marriage. But it has always been my
belief that religious life must be a dis-
ciplined life. Maybe that’s where so many
Christian churches have failed: they do

PHOTOS BY BHARGAVA DASA

not expect or ask for a disciplined, or-
dered life.

I have read several of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s books and commentaries and find
them a tremendous help. I’ve also found
that chanting Hare Krsna has helped me
a great deal in my general time given to
prayer and meditation. Some Christians
do use this kind of prayer. The rosary is
chiefly associated with Roman Catholics,
but many members of the Church of
England also use it. And there are many
Russian orthodox Christians who chant
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the name of Jesus several hundred or
thousand times every day. It’s a great
help to many people to meditate on the
names of God. In the book of Psalms
there are biddings to praise the name of
the Lord and to sing.

Srila Prabhupada once wrote to us in
England that the Sanskrit word Krsna
and the Greek word Christos have a com-
mon root. I remember that during the
Second World War, I was in Greece for
Easter, and it was a wonderful thing to
hear all the people chanting and singing
Christos anesthe—Christ is risen, Christ
is risen. I get the same feeling hearing
the devotees chant Hare Krsna.

#* * * *

I have read most of the writings of
Thomas Merton. He felt that there was
much in India’s tradition that could help
Christians understand the purpose of
religion. For many people today, the
teachings of their Bible do not, for some
reason or another, seem to fulfill the
deepest needs.

* * " £

I’m sorry to see that the members of
the Hare Krsna movement are some-
times being harassed by the police and
that some commentators are giving out
false ideas about their way of life and
their worship in their temples. And, of
course, they are being wrongly labeled as
a “‘cult.” There are in fact many undesir-
able groups about today, but it’s really
not proper to number the Hare Krsna
movement among them. Very often I
think this is done through simple lack of
information. Then again, some people
see in this movement something that’s
going to hurt their way of life, and they
do all they can to stop it. They're so
satisfied with their materialistic way of
life that they wouldn’t want a religion
that really practices what it preaches. So
they try to suppress it. They feel it’s a
threat to them. . ..

#* * * *

The Bible, like the Bhagavad-gita,
makes a distinction between the soul and
the material body. Jesus said that we are
spirit, that God is a spirit, and that we
should worship God in spirit and in
truth. But it also says in the Bible that
when God made man’s earthly body, it
was not alive until God breathed into it.
And then the body became alive—the
soul gave life to the body. And you and I
are souls living in such bodies (just as
the Hare Krsna movement teaches). Yet
many Christian people believe that the
body that is buried in the earth will
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somehow arise again on the last day and
go to heaven. They appear to forget that
the body is, after all, only clothing for
life. That's a great tragedy, and that’s
why I think that cemeteries and church-
yards are all such dreadful places. A
woman will go there and say, ‘‘I'm going
to visit John,’’ speaking of her late hus-
band. But we shall have another body
after death—a spiritual body. It’s the

was in a better state of health than those
that had been eating the meat and drink-
ing the wine provided by the king. So the
Christians are many times bidden to be
vegetarian. Adam and Eve, before they
fell, lived a simple life by eating those
things that God provided for them. They
didn’t kill animals for food. We should
all try to get back to that way of life by
eating grains and vegetables and drink-
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kind of body that Jesus had when he ap-
peared to Mary Magdalene on Easter
morning, the kind of body he had when
he came to his disciples—the Bible pur-
posely says that the doors were locked
and yet Jesus appeared in the midst of
them. So it's a spiritual body we shall
have. The teaching of the Vedas is very
strong on this point. You learn from the
very start that “‘I am not this material
body.”" I think that Christians are giving
perhaps a too materialistic conception of
who we are.

* ® * *

There is an ancient tradition that Jesus
was a vegetarian. Whether this is actually
true [ do not know. But I would go as far
as to say that St. John the Baptist was a
vegetarian, and those who belonged to
the same sect as he. And, of course, in
the Old Testament we have the example
of Daniel, who lived as a vegetarian and
refused to eat the meat (or drink the
wine) that King Nebuchadnezzar or-
dered his stewards to give him while he
was imprisoned. The stewards insisted
he take it, so that he would not lose his
health. But Daniel made a bargain and
said, ““Look, give me vegetarian food
just for ten days, and then see what I’'m
like.”” At the end of the ten days, Daniel

ing milk. Not only will we be better off
physically, but our mental powers for
understanding spiritual subjects will be
strengthened if we eat and drink in the
way prescribed in the Hare Krsna diet.

* ® % ®

I’ve thought of Jesus Christ as a guru.
He said that he was the way, the truth,
and the life, and that no one comes to
the Father but through him. In this way
he was speaking as a guru to his disciples.
And in the same way, a Krsna conscious
devotee receives instructions through
his guru.

* * ® *

We are living in days when Christians
of various traditions are trying to get
together and find unity. But more impor-
tant still, many Christians are looking
beyond their immediate traditions and
realizing a transcendent unity of all
religions.

We must get beyond the external
rituals, forms, and terminologies. The
Vedas teach that there is a sense in which
all religions are the same: we should all
be living our lives in love and service to
God. I'm quite sure that Christian
people can accept this as a principle to
live by. o
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The Transcendental Pastimes of Lord Krsna

~ BREAKING OPEN
THE JAWS OF DEATH

Western poets and philosophers have
long lamented the power of time.
Shakespeare’s King Richard despairs, “I
wasted time, and now doth time waste me.”
But in Srimad-Bhdgavatam and other Vedic
literatures we find portraits not only of
time's victims but also of persons who con-
quered time and death. One was Gajendra.

Res ago, on a celestial planet in this
univeise, there was a mountain

named Trikata. In the valleys surround-
ing this mountain were many lakes and
streams, whose water was clear as crystal
and whose banks and beaches were
covered not with sand but with trillions
of tiny jewels. Sometimes lovely young
demigoddesses would come to the lakes
and streams to bathe, and their bodies
(quite unlike those of earthly women,
who must smear themselves with
deodorants) lent a pleasing fragrance to
the water and the breeze.

In one valley of Triklita Mountain was
a garden called Rtumat. Many tropical
fruits—including mangoes, coconuts,
dates, pomegranates, and bananas—
grew luxuriantly all year long. There was
a lake filled with golden lotuses and
other rare flowers. Intoxicated
bumblebees drank the nectar of the
flowers and hummed along with the
chirping of the birds. And graceful swans
glided across the lake’s surface.

Deep in the mountain forest lived Ga-
jendra, the king of the elephants. On one
occasion Gajendra and his male and
female companions wandered to the
lake, overrunning all sorts of plants,
creepers, thickets, and trees in their
path. As soon as Gajendra’s scent
reached the rival elephants and other
ferocious animals like lions and
rhinoceroses, they fled in fear. The
smaller and less dangerous animals like
the porcupines, rabbits, foxes, and
wolves remained in the forest. But out of
respect for Gajendra, they did not come
before him.

The weight of Gajendra’s body made
Trikata Mountain tremble. As Gajendra
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walked he perspired, his mouth dripping
with liquor and his eyes clouded with in-
toxication. From a distance he smelled
the lotus flowers’ sweet pollen. Now he
led his herd to the lake, where they could
satisfy their thirst.

In a moment the king of the elephants
plunged in, bathed, and drank the cold,
clear, nectarean water. Feeling utterly
satisfied and refreshed, he invited his
wives and children to bathe and drink as
he had done. And with great endeavor
he drew water in through his trunk and
sprayed it over them.

Then, suddenly, a huge crocodile at-
tacked the mighty elephant’s leg. Ga-
jendra was uncommonly strong, but
though he tried and tried, he could not
get free. His wives felt aggrieved and
began to cry. The other elephants
wanted to rescue Gajendra by grasping
him from behind, but because of the
crocodile’s great strength they could not
do anything. So the crocodile and the
king of the elephants fought and pulled
each other in and out of the water, for
one thousand years.

Eventually, the elephant became
weakened. At the same time the croco-
dile, being an animal of the water, in-
creased in enthusiasm, physical
strength, and sensory power. When Ga-
jendra saw that he could not save him-
self, he became terrified of being killed.

““The other male elephants, my
friends and relatives, cannot help me,”
he thought. ‘“What, then, to speak of my
wives? It must be the will of providence
that [ have been attacked by this
crocodile.

““The serpent of eternal time endlessly
chases everyone,’’ said Gajendra, ‘‘but if
one who fears this serpent seeks the
shelter of the Supreme Lord, the Lord
gives him protection. Even death runs
away in fear of the Lord. I therefore sur-
render unto the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Krsna.”

Now Gajendra fixed his mind on a
prayer he had learned in his previous
life, and he chanted it with all his heart.

*The Supreme Lord is the platform on
which everything rests and the ingre-
dient from which everything is pro-
duced,”” Gajendra prayed. ‘*‘The Lord is
the person who has created this cosmic
manifestation. By expanding His energy
He keeps it sometimes visible and
sometimes invisible.

“The identity of an actor on stage is
covered by attractive costuming and
dancing and cannot be understood by his
audience. Similarly, the activities and
features of the supreme actor cannot be
understood even by the demigods and
great sages, and certainly not by these
men who are unintelligent like animals.
But may that Supreme Personality of
Godhead give protection to an animal
like me.” ]

Gajendra did not want simply to be
saved from his present predicament. He
further prayed, ‘‘After I am rescued
from the attack of the crocodile, I do not
wish to live in this material world any
more. What is the use of living in this
elephant’s body, covered by ignorance?
Now, fully desiring release from material
life, I offer my respectful obeisances
unto that Supreme Person who is the
creator of the universe.”

In Bhagavad-gita we learn that all liv-
ing beings are actually spirit souls, part
and parcel of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead—that they are like spiritual
sparks emanating from the fire of the
Absolute Truth. Unfortunately, some
souls desire to forget their eternal con-
nection with the Supreme Lord. As a
result, they take birth in the material
world, in the bodies of demigods,
humans, animals, birds, plants, and
insects.

These bodies—subject to birth, death,
old age, and disease—cover the eternal
soul. And so, ignorant of his real iden-
tity, the soul remains in the material
world lifetime after lifetime. Forgetful of
his spiritual selfhood, he remains at-
tracted to material life (to house, coun-
try, society, family, bank balance, and so
on). Continually he thinks, ““I am this
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body, and everything related to this body
is mine.”” This conception of life is ex-
tremely difficult to surmount, unless
(like Gajendra) the soul realizes, aham
brahmdsmi—*‘1 am a spirit’””—and sur-
renders to the Supreme Spirit, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. At
that moment he regains his spiritual
enlightenment.

Seeing Gajendra’s awkward position,
the Supreme Lord (in His four-armed
form as Visnu) flew toward the moun-
tain lake on the back of His great winged
carrier, Garuda. Gajendra was still
caught in the jaws of the crocodile and
was feeling acute pain. But he was
relieved to see the Lord wielding His disc
and other weapons and coming in thé
sky to rescue him. So with great difficulty
due to his painful condition, he took a
lotus flower in his trunk, raised it high,
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and prayed, ‘O my Lord, O Supreme
Personality of Godhead, I offer my
respectful obeisances unto You.”

The Lord got down from Garuda’s
back and pulled Gajendra and the croco-
dile out of the water. Then He released
His disc and cut the crocodile’s head
from his body. All the demigods and
sages who had gathered there praised
this act and showered flowers upon the
Lord and Gajendra.

In their previous lives, both Gajendra
and the crocodile had been kings. The
crocodile had been King Hahu, of the
Gandharva planet. But once, while
reveling in the water with a group of
celestial women, he had somehow pulled
the leg of the sage Devala. At this the
sage became furious and cursed King
Hahi to become a crocodile. Despon-
dent, the king begged pardon from the

sage, who gave him the benediction that
he would be freed at the very moment
when the Supreme Lord delivered Ga-
jendra. So as soon as the Lord cut off the
crocodile’s head, the soul left that body
and regained the beautiful form of the
demigod King Huoha. After offering
prayers to Krsna, King Hihi returned at
once to the Gandharva planet.

In his previous life Gajendra had been
Indradyumna, a great devotee of Lord
Krsna and the king of a South Indian
region called Pandya. When In-
dradyumna retired from his kingdom
and family life, he went to the Malaya
Hills, where he lived in a small cottage
dasrama and practiced spiritual dis-
ciplines. He let his hair grow in matted
locks and engaged in continual
austerities. Once, while observing a vow
of silence, he became fully absorbed in
the ecstasy of love of Godhead.

Just then the great sage Agastya ar-
rived, along with his disciples. But King
Indradyumna was so absorbed in
meditation that he did not even notice
the sage, what to speak of offering him a
proper reception. Angered at this breach
of etiquette, Agastya cursed the king.

*“This King Indradyumna is not at all
gentle,”” said Agastya. ‘‘Being low and’
uneducated, he has insulted me. May he
therefore enter the region of darkness
and receive the dull, dumb body of an
elephant.”

Because Indradyumna was a devotee,
he humbly accepted the sage’s curse as
the desire of the Lord. He lost his royal
position and got the body of an elephant,
but he retained his devotional mentality.
And because he remembered how to
offer prayers to the Lord, he received
spiritual liberation. In fact, after the Lord
saved His dear devotee from the croco-
dile’s jaws, He promised, ‘‘Anyone who
offers Me the prayers you have offered
and who meditates upon My form, this
lake, this mountain, the gardens, the
celestial trees, and My unlimited, all-
auspicious activities—he will at last
receive eternal residence in the spiritual
world.”

As we have seen, time—death—takes
everything away. No one can say that he
is unafraid of death. Now, we might well
ask, “‘Doesn’t Krsna’s devotee also
die?”” The answer is that a devotee still
has to give up his material body, but the
present body is his last. In Bhagavad-gita
Krsna assures us that after a devotee
gives up his present body, he does not
accept another. He returns home, back
to Godhead. o)

[Adapted by Drutakarma ddsa from Srimad-
Bhagavatam, translation and commentary by His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.]



“UNITY OF MAN”

(continued from page 4)

Yogi: That’s very true. Krsna is God.
Srila Prabhupada: Then why don’t you
follow Krsna’s instructions?

Yogi: We are not disobeying any instruc-
tions of God.

Srila Prabhupada: What Krsna says—
that is written in Bhagavad-gita. Why
don’t you take that instruction? What is
wrong there? Every problem is solved.
For instance, to solve economic prob-
lems Krsna says, annad bhavanti bhitani:
“If you simply grow enough food grains,
then both animals and man will be happy
and satisfied.”” [Bg. 3.14] So who will dis-
agree with this point? Follow this.

To solve social problems Krsna says,
catur-varnyam maya srstam guna-karma-
vibhagasah: ‘‘Human society should be
divided into four classes, according to
their qualities and the different kinds of
work ascribed to them.” [Bg.4.13] And
everywhere you go, you'll find that four
classes there are. Some people feel in-
clined to study and teach, others want to
administrate and protect, another class
does best in agriculture and trade, and
others want to be workingmen and
craftsmen. All this is already going on.
*“So,”” Krsna says, ‘‘make it systematic.”

Now, how will you know who is in
what group? By their different qualities.

For instance, in the Gitd Krsna says,

samo damas tapah saucam
ksantir drjavam eva ca

JAanam vijAanam dstikyam
brahma-karma svabhava-jam

““Peacefulness, self-control, austerity,
purity, tolerance, honesty, wisdom,
knowledge, and religiousness—these are
the qualities by which the intellectual
class works.” [Bg. 18.42] And from that
information you can train a real intellec-
tual class. They must be truthful, they
must be self-controlled—controlling the
mind, controlling the senses—they must
have full knowledge of the world. And
they must know how to apply their
knowledge in practical situations.

So Krsna’s instructions aren’t sec-

tarian. Where is the question of “‘I am
Sikh,”” “‘I am Hindu,”” *“I am Muslim’*?
Yogi: No, no...the question is very
simple. People will ask you. .. the caste
system ... what it did to India.
Srila Prabhupada: Krsna doesn’t
recommend a ‘‘caste system’’ —classify-
ing people by the families they’re born
in. No. That is a perversion of the real
system, which is to classify people scien-
tifically, by their qualities. Now, we are
training these American boys as
brahmanas, priests and scholars. Do you
think they belong to ‘‘the brahmana
caste”’?

Yogi: No, but that is only—

Srila Prabhupada: We ‘are showing
people how to acquire priestly and schol-
arly qualifications. It doesn’t matter
whether they are coming from Christian
families or Muhammadan families. For
instance, if you show someone how to
become an engineer, it doesn’t matter
what family he’s coming from. It doesn’t
matter. So anyone from any family can
come and be trained in satyam—truthful-
ness, how to speak truthfully...and in
samah—controlling the mind...and
damah—controlling the senses. You may
be Hindu, Muslim, Christian. Now, if I
say, ‘‘Please come here; learn these
things: how to control the mind, how to
control the senses,”” who will object to
it? So if anyone is trained—it doesn’t
matter which sect or which family he is
coming from—if he has learned how to
control the mind, how to control the
senses, then he becomes a brahmana, a
real scholar and spiritual leader.

So all the information we need—
everything is already spoken by God. If
you accept it, then there is unity. But you
don’t accept. You manufacture some-
thing. That is the difficulty.

Yogi: Yes. Well, there is another dif-
ficulty— :
Srila Prabhupada: No. Our difficulty is
that you don’t accept. If [ say, ““Come
here; be educated,”” and if you don’t ac-
cept—*‘No, no, I don’t want to’’—then
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how can you be educated? You must
agree to what God says. But you say, “‘I
believe . .. We believe . ..”” What is this,
“I believe . .. We believe’"?

All the information we need is already
there in the Bhagavad-gita. Perfect infor-
mation—but people do not accept it. We
don’t require any conference. You
simply accept Krsna’s words, the stan-
dard knowledge—then everything will be
all right. I am speaking to you because
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For spiritual realization, all you really need is the chanting
of the Hare Krsna maha-mantra.But to enhance your
spiritual life, you may want to add the items listed below.

you are a leader. Now, if we take
Bhagavad-gita very seriously and train
people from all over the world—not that
Bhagavad-gita is meant only for the Hin-
dus or for the Indians, but for every-
one—then everything will be all right.
Otherwise it is not possible.

Yogi: No, I definitely agree that you
must be successful in that mission, and
you have practically and honestly taught
what you believe in. My idea—

Karatalas: pure bell-
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used in chanting the Hare
Krsna maha-mantra. Im-
ported from India. $12.00/
pair.
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Srila Prabhupada: I ‘‘honestly
believe.”” Why don’t you ‘‘honestly
believe’’?

Yogi: I believe that you honestly
believe—

Yogi: Then you also try in this way.
Yogi: That’s what [ am saying . . . this is
the time—

Srila Prabhupada: Accept the
Bhagavad-gita as the standard knowledge
and preach it.

Yogi: What I’m trying to say is that this
concept which you honestly believe as an
individual—

Srila Prabhupada: Again, why do you
say I ‘‘honestly believe’”? Why do you
honestly disbelieve?

Yogi: Well, every honest, understanding
person will believe what you are saying.
There’s no divergence on that. But still
there is divergence.

Srila Prabhupada: No divergence. Now,
you are the leader of a group. If you
honestly believe, teach them—they will
accept you. If we accept Krsna’s instruc-
tions, if we try to convince people that
we haven’t got to research how to unite
the whole world—*‘This information is
already in the Bhagavad-gita. Accept it
and follow it —then everything will be
taken care of, :
Yogi: That requires a message.

Srila Prabhupada: The message is
already there. I am giving you the
message.

Yogi: Well, they are coming to the con-
ference...a lot of people...and they
would like to understand, and ... What,
especially, will we—

Srila Prabhupada: No. Just carry this
message to your followers, It is not my
message; it is the message of Krsna. I am
not manufacturing this message. | may
be imperfect, but I am presenting the
perfect message. That is my duty. I don’t
say | am perfect. [ am simply a carrier, a
peon. When a postal peon delivers some
money, it is not his money—he simply
carries it. So my duty is to carry Krsna’s
message, that’s all. Whatever I’ve said,
I’m quoting from Bhagavad-gita. You
have seen it. I never say, “‘In my opin-
ion... [ think...” No. We are not in-
troducing anything new.

Yogi: It is very kind of you, and if you
carry this message to New Mexico. .. to
all those guys...it will be a great joy.
That’s what the whole event was...to
provide a platform where everyone—
Srila Prabhupada: Now, first of all, you
and all the other leaders should accept
Krsna’s message. Otherwise, everyone
will simply come, and say something,
and go away. That’s all. There will be no
understanding. I know that. There’ll be
no understanding. You can write it down
in your notebook. o



International Society for Krishna Consciousness

CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Founder-Acarya His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

AFRICA: Durban (Matal), 8. Africa—P.0. Box 212, Cato Ridge, Matal 3680/ Cato
Ridge 237; Mombasa, Kenya, E. Africa—Madhavi House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu
Rd., P.O. Box B2224 [ 312248, Nairobi, Kenya, E. Atrica—Puran Singh Close, P.O. Box
28946 | 31568, Mauritius—Seewoopaul Bldg. Royal Rd,, Lallmatie (mail: P.O. Box 718,
Port Louis, Mauritius).

ASIA: Ahmedabad, India—7 Kailas Society, Ashram Rd, Ahmedabad-1, Gujarat;
Bangalore, India—39 Cresent Rd., Bangalore 1; Bhadrak, India—Gour Gopal Mandir,
Kuans, P.O. Bhadrak, Dist. Balasore, Orissa; Bhubaneswar, India—National Highway
Ma. 5, Mayapallif 53125 {mail: clo P.O. Box 173, Bhubaneswar, Orissa 751001); Bom-
bay, India—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu, Bombay 400 054 / 566-860; Calcutta, India—3
Albert Rd, Caloutta 700 017( 44-3757, Chandigarh, India—Hare Krishna Land,
Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, Chandigarh 160 023; Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), India—
Thakur Haridas Sripatbari Sevashram, P.O. Chhaygharia, P.S. Bongaon, Dist. 24
Pargonas, W. Bengal; Colombo, Sri Lanka— 188, Mew Chetty St, Colombo 13/ 33325;
Pacca, Bangladesh—61 Tejkuni Para, Dacca 8/317861; Gauhati, Assam —Post Bag
Mo. 127, Gauhati-781 001; Hong Kong—5 Homantin St, flat 23, Kowloon/ 3-029113;
Hyderabad, India—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., Hyderabad, AP. 500
001/ 51018; Kathmandu, Nepal— 8/6, Battis Putali, Goshalla; Manipur, India—Paona
Bazar, Imphal, Manipur 795001; Mayapur, India—Shree Mayapur Chandradoya Man-
dir, P.O. Shree Mayagur Dham. W. Bengal (District Nadial; New Delhi, India—214
Feroze Gandhi Rd. Lajpat Magar Ill, New Delhi 110 024 | 624-590; Tehran, Iran—3
Shemshad, Avenue Kakh/ 644272; Tel Aviv, Israel—clo Lewis F. Einhorn, P.O. Box
36644; Vrindavan, India—Krishna-Balarama Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg,
Raman Reti, Vrindavan, Mathura, U.P./178,

FARMS: Hyderabad, India—P.0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Talug, Hyderabad District
501401; Mayapur, India— (contact ISKCON Mayapur),

AUSTRALASIA: Adelaide, Australia—13-A Frome St/ (08)223-2084; Auckland,
New Zealand—Hwy. 18, Riverhead / 412-8075; Lautoka, Fiji—5 Tavewa Ave.{ 61-633
ext. 48 (mail: cfo P.O. Box 125); Melbourne, Australia—197 Danks St, Albert Park,
Melbourne, Victoria 3206 ( 699-5122 (mail: c/o P.O. Box 125); Sydney, Australia—
580 Buckingham St, Surry Hills/ (02)699-4471 (mail: cfo P.O. Box 170, Alexandria,
N.S.W. 2015).

FARMS: Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshana)—contact ISKCON Auckland;
Murwillumbah, Australla (New Govardhana) —'Eungelia,’ Tyalgum Rd. via Murwillum-
bah N.SW., 24847 066-721903 (mail: c/o P.O. Box BB7).

EUROPE: Amsterdam, Holland—Herengracht 96 / 020-24 94 10; Barcelona, Spain—
Pintar Fortuny 11, Bascelona, 1/ 310-89-53; Oublin, reland—2 Belvedere Place,
Dublin 1; Duedingen, Switzerland—Im Stillen Tal, CH 3186 Duedingen (FR) (037}
43,26.97; Frankfurt a. Main, W. Germany—Schloss Rettershof uber, 6233 Kelkheim,
Ts./ 06174-21357; Gallarate, Italy—Via A. Volta 19, Gallarate 20131 (VR); London,
England (city)—10 Scho St, London W1/ 01-437-1835; London, England (coun-
try)—Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Watford, Hertfordshire WD2 BEP/
Radlelt (09276) 7244; Paris, France—4 rue Le Sueur, Paris 75016 / 500-63-58; Rome,
Italy—Salita del Poggio Laurentino 7, Rome 00144/ (06)593-075; Stockholm,
Sweden—Korsnas Gard, 140 32 Grodinge/ 0753-29151; Vienna, Austria—2103
Langenzarsdart, Haaderstrasse 28( 02244.29912,

FARMS: Valencay, France (New Mayapur) —Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ (54)40-23-26;
london, England—(contact Bhaktivedanta Manor}; Perignano, Italy—Via Delle
Colline, Localita, La Meridiana, Perignano, Pisa/ (0587)-616194,

LATIN AMERICA: Belo Horizonte, Brazil—Rua Horizontal, 39, Sagrada Familia/
461-5149; Bogota, Colombia—Carrera 3A No. 54-A-72/ 490081/ 255-9842; Cali,
Colombia—Calle 13N, No. 3N-37 (301); Caracas, Venezuela—Calle Luis Roche No.
61, Colinas de los Chaguaramos/ 751-3026; Cochabamba, Bolivia—Apartado Postal
3588; Cuzco, Peru—ISKCON, Lechugal No. 48; Feira de Santana, Brazil—Rua

Domingos Barbosa de Aravjo, 337, Kalilandia, Bahia; Georgetown, Guyana—24
Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara; Guadalajara, Mexico— Avenida Vallarta 2035,
Sector Juarez | 157498; Guat la City, Guat la—Segunda Calle 6-26, Zona 13,
310833; Gurabo, Puerto Rico—Box 215 B, Route 181 Santarita 00658; Lima, Peru—
976 Jiron Juan de la Fuente, San Antonio Miraflores [ 47-18-10; Medellin, Colombia—
Carrera 77A No. 40A-29/ 34-70-10; Mexico City, Mexico—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45,
San Miguel Chapultepec, Mexico D.F. 18/ (905)277-3124; Quito, Ecuador—Apartado
Postal 2384; Recife, Brazil—Rua Leonarde Arco Verde 211, Madalena, Pernambuco.
50,000, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil—Estrada Velha de Tujuca 280, Usina clo Klavin,
Salvador, Brazil—Itapoan Rua Olegario 99, Bahia; St. Augustine, Trinidad and
Tobago—Gordon St. at Santa Margarita Circular Rd.! 662-4605; San Pedro, Costa
Rica—clo 1SKTON, T.32 A43 WMontes de Oca § 25-44-57; San Saivador, Bl Salvador—
67 Avenida Sur Mo. 115, Colonia Escalon { 243 445; Santlago, Chile—Eyzaguirre 2404,
Puente Alto/ 283; Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic—Calle Cayetano Rodriguez
No. 36 / 688-1318; Sao Paulo, S.P., Brazil—Rua Pandia Calogeras, 54, Liberdade, CEP
01525/ 270-3442; Valencia, Venezuela—12 Avenida No, 17, Urb. Santa Cecilia/
217286;

FARMS: Pindamonhangaba, S.P., Brazil (New Gokula)—Ribeirac Grande C.F. 108,
12.400.

NORTH AMERICA (CANADA): Edmonton, Alberta—11008 131st St/ (403)-
453-7196; Montréal, Québec— 1626 Pig IX Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ (514) 527-1101;
Ottawa, Ontario— 1429 Cyrville Rd. K18 3L7 / (613)741-8518; Toronto, Ontario—243
Avenue Rd, MSR 2J6/( (416)922-5415; Vancouver, British Columbia—5580 SE.
Marine Dr., Burnaby V5J 3G8/ (604)433-8216.

(U.5.A.): Ann Arbor, Michigan —718 W. Madison 5t. 48103/ (313)665-6304; Atlanta,
Georgia— 1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. NE 30306/ (404)378-9182; Baltimore, Mary-
land—200 Bloomsbury Ave, Catonsville 21228/ (301)747-8815; Berkeley,
California—2334 Stuart St. 94705/ (415) B43-7874; Boston, Massachusetts—72
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Dallas, Texas—5430 Gurley Ave. 75223/ (214)827-6330; Denver, Colorado— 1400
Cherry St. 80220/ (303)333-5461; Detroit, Michigan— 383 Lenox Ave. 48215/ {313)-
824-6000; Gainesville, Florida—921 SW. Depot Ave. 32601/ (904)377-1496;
Hartford, Connecticut—84 Silver Lane 06118/ (203)568-1422; Honolulu, Hawali—
51 Coelho Way 96817 / (BD8)595-3947; Houston, Texas—1111 Rosalie St 77004 [
(713)526-9860; Laguna Beach, California—644 S. Coast Hwy. 92651/ (714)497-3638,
Las Vegas, Mevada— 2600 Demetrius 89101 { (702)642-3884; Los Angeles, Callfor-
nia— 3764 Watseka Ave. 90034/ (213) 871-0717; Miami, Florida— 10900 Coral Way
33165/ (305)552-1766; Minneapolis, Minnesota— 216 Ridgewood Ave. 55403/
(612)874-9359; New Orleans, Louisiana—2936 Esplanade Ave. 70119/ (504)-
488-7433; New York, New York—340 W. 55th St 10019/ (212)765-8610;
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—41-51 West Allens Lane, 19118/ (215)247-4600; Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania— 4626 Forbes Ave. 15213/ (412)683-7700; Portland, Oregon—
2B05 S.E. Hawthorne St. 97214/ (503)231-5792; St. Louis, Missouri—3926 Lindell
Ave. B3108/ (314)535-8085; Salt Lake City, Utah—859 Park St. 84102/ (801)-
355-2626; San Dlego, California— 1030 Grand Ave. Pacific Beach 92109/ (714)-
483-2500; Seattle, Washington—400 18th Ave. East 98102/ (206)322-3636;
Washington, D.C.— 10310 Oaklyn Rd., Potomac, Maryland 20854 / (301)299-2100.
FARMS: Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan)—Rt. Mo. 2, Box 448, 39426/ (601)-
798-6705; Gainesvlille, Florida—contact ISKCON Gainesville; Hopland, Califernia
{Mount Kailash)—Route 175, Box 468, 95449/ (707)744-1100; Lynchburg, Ten-
nessee (Murari-sevaka)—Rt Mo, 1, Box 146-A, (Mulberry) 37353/ (615)758-7058;
Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindaban)—R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna
Ridge 26041/ (304)845-2780; Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Git&a-nagari)—R.D. No. 1,
17082/ (717)527-2493.

Hare Krsna
Hare Krsna
Krsna Krsna
Hare Hare
Hare Rama
Hare Rama
Rama Rama
Hare Hare

WHAT IS A MANTRA? In Sanskrit, man
means “‘mind’” and fra means ““freeing.”’ So a
mantra is a combination of transcendental,
spiritual sounds that frees our minds from the
anxieties of life in the material world.

Ancient India’s Vedic literatures single out
one mantra as the mahd (supreme) mantra.
The Kali-santarana Upanisad explains, ‘‘These
sixteen words—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rima, Rima Rama, Hare Hare —are especially
meant for counteracting the ill effects of the
present age of quarrel and anxiety.””

The Narada-paficardtra adds, ‘‘All mantras
and all processes for self-realization are com-

pressed into the Hare Krsna mahd-mantra.”’

Five centuries ago, while spreading the
mahd-mantra throughout the Indian subconti-
nent, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu prayed, ‘O
Supreme Personality of Godhead, in Your holy
name You have invested all Your transcenden-
tal energies.”

The name Krsma means ‘‘the all-attractive
one,”’ the name Rdma means ‘‘the all-pleasing
one,”” and the name Hare is an address to the
Lord’s devotional energy. So the mahg-mantra
means, ‘O all-attractive, all-pleasing Lord, O
energy of the Lord, please engage me in Your
devotional service.”” Chant the Hare Krsna
mahd-mantra, and your life will be sublime. ¥
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Strictly Speaking, the Language Reform Movement Is Useless

There is a movement afoot to correct
the worldwide abuse of the English
language. Reformers claim that our
abuse of words is crucially linked with
the moral decline of our society. One of
the leaders is Edwin Newman, author of
the best-selling Strictly Speaking, and
there have been others. ‘‘Bad language
ultimately is immoral,”’ says Professor
Richard Mitchell, who wages a war
against linguistic abuse by publishing a
monthly newspaper called The Under-
ground Grammarian.

It was during the Vietnam war that
the U.S. military used the phrase ‘““ham-
let pacification’’'to describe the
annihilation of entire villages, and
termed bombed-out areas ‘‘sanitized.”’
(Remember the torture agents of Or-
well’s “‘Ministry of Love’’?) And during
Watergate, Mr. Newman recalls, the
Nixon administration used evasive and
desensitizing phrases like ‘‘excess of
zeal’ and ‘‘higher national interests’’ for
what Congress finally decided was cheat-
ing in the White House.

Most of us are sick of hearing pom-
pous double talk from politicians, TV
announcers, and other self-styled au-
thorities. We would welcome the
triumph of clear, honest expression over
verbal camouflage. But we should note
where the movement for linguistic
reform lacks substance. The reformers
have exposed lamentable (and some-
times laughable) abuses of language, but
they have not give us a vision of how
language can best serve humanity.

“Our politics would be improved if
our English were,”’ says Newman, ‘‘and
so would other parts of our national
life. . .. those for whom words have lost
their value are likely to find that ideas
have also lost their value.”

So, what if the reformers were to have
their way? Let’s say large numbers of
people give up their bad habits and start
communicating clearly and eloguently.
Still the question remains, What will
people say to each other that will solve
life’s problems? The language reformers
can only talk vaguely about a liberating
quality in language itself. Good
language, Newman says, ‘‘is a treasure
trove of wit, charm, and inspiration.”
But how will this save us from the prob-
lems of existence? Even a dog com-
municates directly and honestly, through
barking; nonetheless, he lives a dog’s

life. Will added eloguence bring us relief
from misery?

Let’s extend this discussion toward a
philosophical inquiry into language’s
ultimate purpose. According to the Vedic
logical treatise Veddnta-sitra, life is
meant for inquiring into the Absolute
Truth. So language must help fulfill this
basic human need. The Veddnta begins
with the Sanskrit expression athdto,
which means ‘“‘now”—now that we’ve
transmigrated up from the animal
species and graduated to the human
form. ““Now’’—now that we’ve learned
that temporary, material pleasures can’t
satisfy the soul, the self—Ilet us inquire
beyond. The Veddnta declares, athdto
brahma-jijidsi—now let us go beyond
the material into spiritual or absolute in-
quiry: Where does everything come from?
What is the highest truth ? What is the ulti-
mate happiness ? If we make this ultimate
inquiry (Veddnta literally means ‘‘the
goal of knowledge”), then we are
putting language to its best use.

We have to direct language toward
solving life’s problems, notably the cycle
of birth, old age, disease, and death. And
further, we have to direct language
toward a practical understanding of eter-
nity. Otherwise, saying ‘*hurry’’ instead
of ‘‘delay should not be allowed to take
place’” may be an improvement, but
does this take away the problem of
death? If we say ‘I hope’’ instead of
“hopefully,” does this stop disease and
old age? If not, then what is our ultimate
gain? Linguistic reform becomes only a
kind of parlor game. Despite their claims
that bad language is immoral and a Killer
of ideas, the reformers don’t have a
grasp of what constitutes actual morality
and knowledge.

Language, then, has to relay the Ab-
solute Truth. Many philosophers believe
that beyond this temporary, material ex-
istence there is only void or impersonal
existence, and so they say that language
cannot go further than the temporary
and the relative. (*‘That which can be
spoken cannot be truth.”’) But when
properly used, language can convey ab-
solute spiritual knowledge. In essence
Vedanta is declaring, *‘Let us stop talking
falsely. Now let us begin real talking.”’

But is it possible to use language so
perfectly and profoundly that it will un-
lock the mysteries of existence? Yes, if
we pattern our words strictly after the

scriptural statements in which the
Supreme Personality of Godhead has
conveyed knowledge of Himself to man.
In these eternal statements we find no
human flaws, speculations, or camou-
flages, or even any literary inconsisten-
cies. The Vedic teachers do not expect us
to accept such claims blindly. Instead,
they invite us to inquire thoroughly.

In one Vedic verse, the human tongue
is compared to a desert. Although the
tongue may endlessly try to derive
pleasure from mundane art, politics,
sociology, philosophy, poetry, and such,
these will not satisfy our taste for the
water of immortality. However well ar-
ticulated, these transient topics do not
satisfy the urge of the soul. The soul’s
ultimate solace is to attain knowledge
and realization and love of God. And we
can enter into this transcendental stage
by absorbing ourselves in the perfect
language recorded in scripture and
repeated by the great spiritual teachers.
_On the other hand, as the ancient
Srimad-Bhdgavatam informs us, “*Those
words which do not describe the glories
of the Lord, who alone can sanctify the
atmosphere of the whole universe, are
considered by saintly persons to be like
unto a place of pilgrimage for crows.
Since the all-perfect persons are inhabi-
tants of the transcendental abode, they
do not derive any pleasure there.”” Ac-
cording to this transcendental criterion,
the mundane linguistic crusade is just a
kind of highbrow bewilderment (as op-
posed to the lowbrow kind). A whole
population is lost admist the babblings
and rumblings of an abused language,
and the reformers have made an accu-
rate exposé. But their remedy—their at-
tempt to correct the grammar and syntax
of the lost souls—brings to mind the
fellow who polished a bird’s cage but
forgot to feed the bird.

The real self is the soul, and he wants
freedom from death—and knowledge of
this freedom comes to him in the
language of Srimad-Bhdgavatam: *‘That
literature which is full of descriptions of
the transcendental glories of the name,
fame, forms, and pastimes of the un-
limited Supreme Lord is a different cre-
ation, full of transcendental words that
will bring about a revolution in the im-
pious lives of this world’s misdirected
civilization.”’ _SDG
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