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ABOUT BACK TO GODHEAD: ‘‘Godhead is light”” has always been BACK TO GODHEAD’s byword—‘‘Nescience is darkness.
Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.”” Godhead means the source of everything, and this journal is meant to assist
readers in cultivating practical, scientific realization of Godhead. To this end BACK TO GODHEAD explores the ideas presented in an-
cient India’s Vedic literatures, especially Bhagavad-gita. As the Gitd itself informs us, ‘““When one is enlightened with the knowl-
edge by which nescience is destroyed, then his knowledge reveals everything, as the sun lights up everything in the daytime.”’
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Srila Prabhupada’s First Talks in America

(NewYork, July26,1966)

““I cannot be satisfied by serving something that is not me;
I can be satisfied only by serving me. But that ‘me’ I do not know. ...”

Enlightened Self-Interest

by HIS DIVINE GRACE A.C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

This chanting of Hare Krsna is the
process of ceto-darpana-mdrjanam—to
cleanse the material dust from the mirror
of our mind. The whole process is to dust
out the dirty things which we have ac-
cumulated by our material association,
and thereby to revive our spiritual con-
sciousness, or Krsna consciousness.
From Bhagavad-gita we are studying
about the process of life by which we can
revive our Krsna consciousness. There is
no need of external help for reviving
Krsna consciousness. You have Krsna
consciousness dormant in your self. In
fact, it is the gquality of the self. So, we
simply need to invoke it by this process
of chanting.

Nitya-siddha krsna-prema 'sadhya’ ka-
bhu naya: this Krsna consciousness is
an eternal fact. It is not that by this
ISKCON organization we are imposing
something extra upon you. No. Krsna
consciousness is within you. It is within
every living entity—every living entity,
never mind whether he’s a human being
or an animal. Once, when Lord Caitanya
was passing through a jungle, He was
singing Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Riama, Rima Rama, Hare Hare, and the
tigers, the elephants, the stags, and
other forest animals joined in. They
Joined in. This chanting is such an attrac-
tive thing. Of course, this attraction de-
pends on pure-hearted chanting. As we
become advanced in this chanting
method, our heart becomes freed from
all the dirty things of material contact.
Then even the animals can be captivated
by this chanting—what to speak of
human beings.

So, in Bhagavad-gitd [4.19] Krsna ad-
vises us how to invoke this Krsna con-
sciousness in our practical life. He says,

yasya sarve samarambhah
kama-sankalpa-varjitah

Jhanagni-dagdha-karmanarm
tam ahuh panditarm budhdh
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“‘One whose every act is devoid of desire
for sense gratification is said to be in full
knowledge. He is said by sages to be a
worker whose fruitive action is burned
up by the fire of perfect knowledge.”
Yasya sarve samarambhah. You are not
forbidden to execute your duties. We are
not for stopping the general process of
material activities. That is not our mis-
sion. The whole thing is that we have to
do everything in Krsna consciousness. It
is very easy to understand. We all have
some vocation in our life. But what is our
consciousness? Our consciousness is. ..
*‘I am engaged in this business because I
have to maintain my family,”” or “‘I have
to maintain myself,”’ or ‘I have to
satisfy the government,” or ‘I have to
satisfy somebody else.”” This is our con-
sciousness. And nobody is free from
such consciousness. So, we simply need
to change the consciousness only. Now
we are doing everything with the idea
that *‘I want to satisfy myself,”’ or “‘I
want to satisfy somebody else.”” This
consciousness has to be changed into
Krsna consciousness, so that I think, ‘I
want to satisfy Krsna.”” That’s all.
Therefore, Lord Krsna says, yasya
sarve samarambhah: ‘‘Whatever ac-
tivities you may be doing, continue to do
them, but kama-sankalpa-varjitah—
don’t be carried away by kama.”’ Kama
means desire for our own satisfaction.
The Sanskrit word kama is used to mean
“lust™ or “*desire for sense satisfaction.”
So, Lord Krsna recommends, “Don’t
act for the satisfaction of your senses, for
the satisfaction of your lust, or for the
satisfaction of your desires.” That is the
whole thing. The whole teaching of
Bhagavad-gita is based on this principle.
Arjuna wanted to satisfy his senses by
not fighting with the opposite party, who
were composed of his relatives—
brothers and brothers-in-law and
fathers-in-law and so many other rela-
tives. Arjuna did not want to fight, and
therefore he needed Krsna’s instruction

of Bhagavad-gita.

Now, materially it appears very nice
that Arjuna wanted to satisfy his rela-
tives by giving up his claim to the
kingdom. ‘“‘Oh, he’s a very good man,”’
we might think. But Krsna did not ap-
prove it. Why? Because the basic prin-
ciple was that Arjuna decided to satisfy
his own senses. Externally, it appears
very nice. But anything which is done for
the satisfaction of one’s own senses—
that is kdma, lust, desire. Here in this
verse of Bhagavad-gita it is prescribed
that you can do anything. There is no
harm. Whatever business, vocation, or
occupation you are engaged in, that does
not have to be changed. Simply your con-
sciousness has to be changed. That’s all.

Now, how can that consciousness be
changed? JAanagni-dagdha-karmdanam.
Transferring our present self-interested
consciousness to Krsna consciousness
requires knowledge. And what is that
knowledge? That knowledge is knowing,
‘I am part and parcel of Krsna. I'm not
different from Krsna. I am the superior
energy of Krsna.”” This is knowledge.
Real knowledge does not mean to under-
stand how this tape recorder is manufac-
tured. This kind of technical knowledge
is not real knowledge. Of course, to exe-
cute our occupation we must have some
technical knowledge, but that knowledge
is temporary knowledge. Real knowledge
comes when one understands, when one
is convinced, that he is part and parcel of
Krsna, or God. (When we say ‘“‘Krsna,”
you should understand that we mean the
Supreme Lord, the Absolute Truth.
Krsna is a technical word which is meant
to indicate ‘‘the Absolute Truth,” *‘‘the
Supreme Personality of Godhead,’” “‘the
whole,” *‘the whole pleasure,”” ‘‘the
whole attraction.”’ These are the mean-
ings of Krsna.)

So, we are all part and parcel of the
supreme pleasure—Krsna. And because
I am part and parcel of Krsna, my
pleasure, my happiness, is dependent on



The self: the sparklike soul within. A person who sees the Supreme Self sees his own self also—and his actual self-interest.

serving Krsna. It is just like my hand and
my body. Now, my hand can take
pleasure when it is attached to my body.
My hand can take pleasure when it serves
my body. It does not take pleasure by
serving your body. My senses are
satisfied when they are used for my pur-
pose, not for your purpose. This is the
whole philosophy: I cannot be satisfied
by serving something that is nor me; I
can be satisfied only by serving me. But
that ““me”’ I do not know. That ‘““me’’ is
Krsna. That is Krsna—because we are
part and parcel of Krsna. Always remem-
ber: we are part and parcel of Krsna.
Mamaivamso jiva-loke jiva-bhiitah sandta-
nah. In the Fifteenth Chapter of
Bhagavad-gita, you’ll find that Krsna
says, ‘“All these living entities—they are
My eternal parts and parcels. Now, by
material contact, they are detached from
Me.” [Bg. 15.7]

So, the whole purpose of Krsna con-
sciousness is to attach ourselves again to

Krsna. Now we are detached, so we have
to attach ourselves again. That is Krsna
consciousness. And that Krsna con-
sciousness is within you, because you are
originally, eternally, part and parcel of
the Supreme. Artificially, we are trying
to forget this; we are trying to live inde-
pendently. But that is not possible. We
are not independent. If we try to live in-
dependently of Krsna, that means we
voluntarily become dependent on the in-
fluence of material nature. That’s all.
For example, if | think that I am inde-
pendent of government regulations,
then I become dependent on the police
force. My dependence is either in this
way or that way. So, this is our mistake:
everyone is trying to become indepen-
dent. And this is called mdyd, or illusion.
Nobody can be independent—in-
dividually, community-wise, society-
wise, or nation-wise. Even universe-
wise, nobody can be independent. We
are all dependent. And when you come
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to know, “‘I am dependent; I am not in-

dependent,”’ this is called knowledge.
In another place in Bhagavad-gita

[5.29], you’ll find that Krsna says,

bhoktdaram yajiia-tapasam
sarva-loka-mahesvaram

suhrdam sarva-bhiitanam
jhatva mar santim rcchati

“Knowing Me as the ultimate purpose of
all sacrifices and austerities, the Supreme
Lord of all planets and demigods, and
the benefactor and well-wisher of all liv-
ing entities, the sages attain peace from
the pangs of material miseries.”” People
are planning for peace in the world, but
they do not know the peace formula. The
United Nations has been trying for the
last twenty years or more for peace, but
there is no actual peace in the world. The
Vietnam War is going on because they
do not know the peace formula in the
Bhagavad-gitad.
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““This consciousness has to be invoked not only individually,
but also community-wide, society-wide, nationwide, all over the
world. Then there will be peace.”

Krsna says, bhoktaram yajfia-tapasdm
sarva-loka-mahesvaram: ‘1 am the
proprietor of everything. Whatever you
are doing, I am the ultimate beneficiary.
I take the result.”’ For example, a laborer
may work in a factory, but who is the
proprietor? The ultimate proprietor is
the owner of the factory. Now we are
thinking, “‘I am working, so [ am the
proprietor of this thing.”’ That is a mis-
conception. When we understand that
whatever we are doing, the ultimate
proprietor is Krsna, that is Krsna con-
sciousness. That is the fire of perfect
knowledge.

Or, take the example of many people
working in an office. Hundreds of people
may be working there, but everyone is
conscious that whatever profit they are
making belongs to the proprietor. Then
there is peace. But as soon as the cashier
thinks, ‘‘Oh, I have so much money; |
am the proprietor,”” then the trouble
begins. Similarly, if we think, ‘I am a
very rich man. 1 have such a big bank
balance, and I can use it for my sense
gratification,” that is kama, lust. But if I
understand that whatever 1 have, it
belongs to Krsna, then I am a liberated
person. You'll have the same money
under your custody. It doesn’t matter.
But as soon as you think, ‘I am the
proprietor of this wealth,” you are under
the influence of mdya. And as soon as
you think, ‘‘Krsna is the proprietor of all
these things,”” you are free. So, kama-
sankalpa-varjitah! jRanagni-dagdha-kar-
manam tam ahuh panditam budhah: one
who knows that Krsna is the proprietor
of everything, who is situated in that
consciousness, is panditam—he is
learned; he’s actually a man of knowl-
edge. This is the whole process.

Now, this consciousness has to be in-
voked not only individually, but also
community-wide, society-wide, nation-
wide, all over the world. Then there will
be peace. If you want real peace, you
have to follow Krsna’s instructions in
Bhagavad-gita [see previous reference
for English translation]:

bhoktaram yajfia-tapasam
sarva-loka-mahesvaram
suhrdam sarva-bhtitanam
JAdtva mam santim rcchati
Now we are trying to become the friend

of our countrymen, of our society, of our
family. But that is a wrong conception.
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The real friend is Krsna, and you should
work on His behalf.

How? If you actually want to do some-
thing good for your family, then try to
make all the members of your family
Krsna conscious. Then your life will be
successful. If you want to help them
otherwise, without Krsna consciousness,
then you will not be serving them; you
will be rendering them a disservice.
Why? Because no amount of material
knowledge will help your wife or
children. No amount of material knowl-
edge will solve their real problem. What
is their real problem? That is what we do
not know. The real problem is janma-
mrtyu-jard-vyadhi—birth, death, old age,
and disease. The Srimad-Bhagavatam
[5.5.18] says, pita na sa sydj janani na sa
syat/ na mocayed yah samupeta-mriyum:
“One should not become a father, nor
should one become a mother, unless one
is able to save one’s children from the
grip of material nature.” How? By Krsna
consciousness. If you are a responsible
father, and if you are completely in
knowledge of Krsna consciousness, then
your duty will be to think, ‘‘For these in-
nocent creatures who are now playing in
my home as my children, as my boys,
this life should be the last installment of
their transmigration from one body to
another. I shall train these boys in such a
way that after this life, they’ll no more
have to go into the cycle of birth and
death.”” This is Krsna consciousness.

And this means you have to make
yourself expert. Then you can help your
children, also. Then you can help your
nation, also. Then you can help your
society, also. If you yourself are igno-
rant, then andhd yathdndhair upaniyama-
nds/ te 'pisa-tantryam uru-damni baddhdh
[Bhag.7.5.311: if a person is tightly
bound up, hands and feet, how can he
free others? Suppose we are sitting
here—some twenty-five gentlemen and
ladies—and all our hands are tightly
bound up by some ropes. Now, although
I may want to make you free, if my
hands are also tightly bound up, how is it
possible? It is not possible. My hands
must be free. Then I can untie your bind-
ings. So, unless one is a free man, he
cannot free others. And what is that
freedom? One who is Krsna conscious—
he is a free man. Nobody else is a free
man.

In the Seventh Chapter of Bhagavad-
gita [7.14], Krsna says,

daivi hy esa gunamayl
mama mayad duratyaya

mam eva ye prapadyante
mdydm etdm taranti te

“This divine energy of Mine, consisting
of the three modes of material nature, is
difficult to overcome. But those who
have surrendered unto Me can easily
cross beyond it.”* Everyone is under the
spell of the material influence, mayd.
Nobody’s free. But mdyd has nothing to
do with one who has surrendered unto
Krsna, with one who has taken to Krsna
consciousness. Mdya cannot touch him.
Maya is like darkness, but there is no
question of darkness if you place your-
self in the sunlight. (Not this artificial
light; this artificial light may be ex-
tinguished at any time. But sunlight is
not like that) So Krsna is just like
sunlight. As soon as you come in front of
the sun, there is no darkness. And as
soon as you become Krsna conscious,
there is no ignorance, there is no maya,
no illusion.

So, jAandgni-dagdha-karmanam tam
ahuh panditarh budhah. We have to be-
come budha, or learned. And you’ll find
in the Tenth Chapter of Bhagavad-gita
[10.8] what Lord Krsna says are the
symptoms of a man who is budha:

aham sarvasya prabhavo
mattah sarvam pravartate

iti matva bhajante mam
budhah bhava-samanvitah

“I am the source of all spiritual and ma-
terial worlds. Everything emanates from
Me. The wise, who know this perfectly,
engage in My devotional service and
worship Me with all their hearts.”’
Budhah: this very word is used again.
So, one who is learned, one who actually
has some sense, who is not nonsensi-
cal—he’s called budha, And what are his
symptoms? The symptoms of a man who
is budha are that he knows that Krsna is
the fountainhead of all emanations, of
everything we see (aham sarvasya
prabhavah). Take, for example, this ma-
terial world. The most prominent thing
here is the attraction between man and
woman. Now, one may inquire,
“Wherefrom has this attraction between
male and female come?’’ Not only in the
human society, but also in the animal
society, the bird society—in any society,
every living being has this attraction for



‘““Now we are trying to become the friend of our countrymen, of
our society, of our family. But that is a wrong conception. The
real friend is Krsna, and you should work on His behalf.”’

the opposite sex. This is a fact. And
where does this attraction come from? It
comes from Krsna. So, somebody who
does not actually understand Krsna may
criticize, ‘‘Krsna had so many girl-
friends.”” But unless the tendency is in
Krsna, where do we get this idea of hav-
ing girlfriends? You can have nothing
here in this material world unless it is
also in Krsna (janmady asya yatah). But
here sex is perverted; it is polluted. In
Krsna’s world it is in pure conscious-
ness, purely spiritual. That is the dif-
ference.

So, these things have to be studied
very scientifically from books like
Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.
And when one is perfectly learned, then
his symptom is that he becomes a pure
devotee of Krsna. Aham sarvasya pra-
bhavo mattah sarvam pravartate: ‘1 am
the source, the fountainhead,” Krsna
says. ‘‘I am the source and fountainhead
of everything. One who understands this
scientifically takes to Krsna conscious-
ness.”” How? Budhah bhdva-saman-
vitah—with full knowledge. He becomes
a pure devotee of Krsna.

Krsna similarly describes a mahatmdin
Bhagavad-gita (mahdtmd means ‘‘great
soul”):

mahdtmanas tu mam partha
daivirh prakrtim asritah

bhajanty ananya-manaso
JRatva bhiatadim avyayam

‘0 Arjuna, son of Prtha, the great souls
are those who are not deluded by My il-
lusory, material energy. They are under
the protection of the divine nature. They
are fully engaged in devotional service,
because they know Me as the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, original and in-
exhaustible.” [Bg. 9.14]

Who is a mahatma? Who is a great
soul? A great soul is he who is under the
influence of the superior nature. There
are two kinds of nature: the superior
nature and the inferior nature. Now we
are under the influence of the inferior,
material nature. But by practicing Krsna
consciousness we shall be transferred to
the superior nature. Just try to under-
stand by an example: one person is in
prison, another person is outside the
prison. The government’s influence is
present in both places—outside the
prison and inside the prison. Outside the
prison, the government’s rules and

regulations are considered superior, In-
side, they are considered inferior. But in
either case, the government’s influence
is there. Similarly, wherever you are—
either in the material world or in the
spiritual world—you are under Krsna's
influence. Your position is marginal. You
can remain under the influence of
Krsna’s inferior nature, or you can
transfer yourself into the influence of
His superior nature. Because Krsna is
fully independent, and because you are
part and parcel of Krsna, you have the
quality of independence. You can make
your choice: whether to be under the in-
fluence of His inferior nature, or to come
under the influence of His superior
nature. But because we do not know
what that superior nature is, we have no
other alternative than to remain in this
inferior nature. This is the whole
problem.

Many philosophies inform us that
there is no other nature but this material
nature, which we are now experiencing
and which is so troublesome. ‘“‘Make an
end of it and become void,”’ they say.
But you cannot be void, because you are
an eternal living entity. Na hanyate
hanyamane sarire: the end of your body
does not mean that you are finished. No.
You are continuing. Vasamsi jirnani: that
I change my dress does not mean that 1
am finished. So, 1 am eternal. And if 1
want to finish my suffering, if I want to
get out of the influence of material
nature, then I have to seek my place in
the superior, spiritual nature. But if we
do not know of the superior nature, then
we say, ‘“All right, however bad it may
be, let me remain here and rot.”” So,
Bhagavad-gita [15.6] gives you informa-
tion of the superior nature:

(continued on page 34)
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DISCOVERING VRNDAVANA

The Land Where

Krsna Lives

“My aversion to sentimentalism and blind faith
went right to the core of my stonelike heart. Yet in
Vrndavana we got our first inkling that there might
be something higher than the mind, higher than
arguments and speculation.”

by VISAKHA-DEVI DASI




ne evening in March of 1971,
O my husband John and I were sit-

ting with His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupéada in his
airy room in Bombay. It overlooked the
city’'s modern skyline on one side and
the Indian Ocean on the other.

“We want to do a photo essay on an
Indian village,”’ John ventured, disclos-
ing a dream we’d had after reading
National Geographic articles about
beautiful, quaint places in far-off lands.

Srila Prabhupada looked at us with
what seemed a mixture of gravity and
amusement. ‘‘Wherever you go,”’ he
said, “‘they will simply cheat you and
steal your equipment. You don’t even
speak the language.”

Somewhat stunned—no, crestfallen—
we sat silent and still.

Srila Prabhupada paused and con-
tinued. ““Best that you go to Vrndavana
and take your photographs there."

There were other guests in the room,
and Prabhupada turned his attention to

them. After a short while we excused
ourselves and left.

[ don’t think I had heard of Vrndavana
at that time, although John had.
Vindidvana is a small village, with a
population of some thirty thousand, and
it’s located ninety miles southeast of
Delhi. Ancient Indian histories say that
when Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, comes to our universe (once
every 8.64 billion years), He comes there
with His friends and associates.

At first, we weren’t exactly enchanted
with the idea of going to Vrndavana. In-
stead, we went to Nepal for a couple of
months and trekked around in the
Himalayas. At twelve thousand feet we
found a small cowshed where for three
or four days we read Srila Prabhupada’s
Bhagavad-gita As It Is. Once back in In-
dia we wandered some more, meeting
Prabhupada’s disciples now and then
and reading another book of his, Teach-
ings of Lord Caitanya, as we went. When
we finally reached New Delhi, we

boarded the Taj Express, got off at
Mathura Station, and late at night
climbed into a typically rickety old bus
that would take us to Vrndavana, seven
miles to the south.

Fifty centuries ago Lord Krsna had
made a somewhat similar journey. He
took His birth in Mathura, and that night
His father Vasudeva carried Him to
Vrndavana through a raging storm. Of
course, our journey between the towns
was much less difficult. Normally the
buses are packed with people, but be-
cause of the late hour we had plenty of
room, even for our backpacks. It was
July by now and the air was quite warm,
though it was after midnight. I remem-
ber that the noisy bus roaring down the
streets seemed incongruous in such a
serene atmosphere. That first night we
rested near the doorway of an asrama
that was locked, and by the next day we
had rented a small three-story house at
fifty rupees (about six dollars) for one
month.
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V[ndﬁvnna means ‘‘forest of tulasi trees"
(Krsna's favorite plants, top, foreground). It's
also a forest of temples, including Astasakhi,
in the distance, and Radha-ramana (whose
Krsna Deity we see above).
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If there was ever a turning point in our
lives, this month in Vrndavana must
have been it. John had always been
neutral on spiritual matters, but [ was an
avid atheist, so much so that | had con-
verted some of my friends to my way of
thinking, My aversion to sentimentalism
and blind faith went right to the core of
my stonelike heart, Yet in Vrndavana we
got our first inkling that there might be
something higher than the mind, higher
than arguments and speculation,

Every morning I would go to the
market to get yogurt and fresh fruit for
our breakfast. As I walked along snap-
ping pictures in the sunny streets, people
would greet me with jaya radhe (**All
glories to Radha''; Srimati Radharani, |
found out, is Krsna’s dearmost consort),
The two-block walk took me past two of
Vrndavana's seven major temples:
Radha-Ramana and Radha-Gopinatha,
each built by one of the renowned Six
Gosvamis. At that hour the sound of
temple bells filled the air, along with
songs about Krsna, The people hurried
from one temple to another for darsana
(the opportunity to see Krsna's sculpted
Deity form), while monkeys, famous as

Krsna's pets, mischievously observed
the goings-on and waited to steal any
unguarded eatables.

In our daily walks John and [ came
upon thousands of temples—Vrndavana
has no less than five thousand, and
there’s hardly a street without at least
one, Krsna's Deity forms were all over,
not only in the temples but in the shops,
which also specialized in pictures,
murals, and Deity clothing and orna-
ments. Everywhere | saw Bengali widows
who were spending their last days in
Vrndavana, | used to photograph them,
several hundred sitting together in the
morning and chanting the mahd-manira
(Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rdma,
Rdma Rdma, Hare Hare).

We visited the places where Krsna
once displayed His extraordinary pas-
times; the bathing ghdra where He killed
the Kesi demon, the tree from which He
pounced on the Kailiya serpent, the
forest alcove where He met the cowherd
girls in the dead of night and danced with
them. Not that we accepted these ac-
counts or the philosophy of Krsna con-
sciousness, but Vrndavana definitely
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woﬂd‘s most celebrated thief, Lord Krsna (portrayed by the boy on the left, above) in-

spires plays recalling how He and His friends stole butter and yogurt from local pantries.

At Cira-ghita (above), a bathing area on the
Yamuna’s bank, a Krsna Deity sits in a tree
with sdris like those once stolen from the
gopis, the cowherd maidens.
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Yillagers inspect a garland of mogra flowers
and rose petals (above). If it measures up,
they’ll offer it to Krsna in one of the area’s
more than five thousand temples.

had a different atmosphere. There was
no way to get around it.

All these impressions influenced us,
no doubt, but what had an even greater
influence was meeting Srila Prabhu-
pada’s disciples who had come to the
holy land on pilgrimage. Here were
young, educated Americans who were
sure that God exists and that Krsna is
God. I remember that John and I walked
on the six-mile path around Vindavana
with Brahmananda Svami, one of Srila
Prabhupada’s first disciples, who spoke
lovingly about his spiritual master. A
devotee named Giriragja (now Giriraja
Svami) was always talking about Krsna’s
pastimes with great sensitivity and en-
thusiasm. And there was Yamuna-devi
dasi, one of the warmest, most friendly
persons I’d ever met. One especially hot
day, she and I sat up to our necks in the
Yamund River (the water buffalo do
likewise), and we talked about Krsna
consciousness and the things Krsna had
done right there some fifty centuries
earlier. After a while, I started seeing
that 1 was an atheist mainly because my
parents were atheists and no one had
convinced me to be anything else. What
Yamuna said was surprisingly simple.
No, I’d never experienced a living thing
coming from nonliving matter. No, I'd
never seen any machine or building or
plan of any kind that didn’t have some-
one behind it, some person who had
thought it out.

Yamund didn’t really care much for
debating, though. I noticed that she
preferred serving Krsna and His devo-
tees, and that she was very attracted to
Deity worship. One day she humbly
asked John if he would donate some
money for purchasing beautiful brass
Deities of Radha and Krsna that she had
seen in a shop. I think she was as
surprised as [ when he smiled and said
yes. She was overjoyed; she said now she
could serve Krsna better. And she ex-
plained that for God there’s no dif-
ference between spiritual energy and
material energy, because both energies
come from Him. So, she said, since
people in this world can’t see Krsna’s
original spiritual form, Krsna comes
before them as the Deity. Then they can
express their love for Him by bathing,
dressing, and ornamenting Him and
offering Him food, just as a parent cares
for a child or a lover cares for the
beloved. Yamund had been personally
taught by Srila Prabhupada in the art of
Deity worship, and now she started car-
ing for her Deities in that way.

There was something else about that
first stay in Vindavana that pushed John
and me along in spiritual life—our
suffering. We had contracted glaucoma,
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an infection of the eyes that makes them
itch and tear continuously. At a devo-
tee’s suggestion John bathed his eyes in
the Yamuna River and got rid of it, but I
decided to stay home, flat on my back on
the second floor of our house, under-
neath a mosquito net (to protect me
from the flies). The heat was intense, the
tearing of my eyes made me blind, my
hayfever had started up, and my nose
was running in between sneezes. What a
mess. I recalled that Srila Prabhupada
had written that this material world is
miserable, and I could see clearly that
it’s hardly an ideal place to live in.

From April to October, 1971, Srila
Prabhupiada went on a speaking tour
through Europe and America. When he
returned to Vrndavana, we came back
from a visit to Calcutta and stayed with
him in a large house that someone had
lent to his disciples.

Every morning we attended drati (a
ceremony for greeting Krsna with sing-
ing, dancing, and offerings of food), and
later Srila Prabhupada would lecture on
the science of Krsna consciousness.
After breakfast each day we would climb
into a big bus, and Prabhupada would
give all of us a tour of the holy places:
Varsana, where Radha appeared; Govar-
dhana, the hill that Krsna lifted to pro-
tect the townspeople from a torrential
rain; Nanda-grama, where Krsna grew
up; and Brahma-ghata, where Krsna
opened His mouth to prove to His
mother that He had not eaten dirt. When
Mother Yasoda looked inside the Lord’s
mouth, she saw the entire creation, and
when Prabhupada related this pastime,
his eyes opened amazingly wide.

Prabhupada was so convinced: *‘If you
accept God, then you have to accept the
inconceivable potency of God. You can’t
make Him fit your limited ideas—if you
do, that means you actually don’t accept
God. God can do as He likes, when He
likes, and where He likes. Why can’t
Krsna lift a hill or display the creation in
His mouth? Because you can’t He
can't?”’

In every way Prabhupada made
Vrndavana come alive. To be with him
there made everything take on a new sig-
nificance; his eyes were anointed with
pure love for Krsna. We could see that
Prabhupada worked eighteen or twenty
hours a day for Krsna, not worked, ex-
actly, but served with love and devo-
tion—preaching, writing, instructing. It
was obvious he didn’t want fame or
profit; he didn’t want any material enjoy-

Just after the monsoon season (right), here’s
the view from Varsana, where Krsna’s eternal
consort Srimati Radharani grew up, across to
hilly Nanda-grama, where Krsna grew up.
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ments. He simply never saw anything
that didn’t remind him of Krsna, so he
was always enlivened and he always en-
livened us, with his ready wit, his in-
sight, his foresight, his profound realiza-
tions, his purity, his determination.

In October Srila Prabhupida initiated
John as his disciple, but at that time I
was still a little too doubtful. Yet on
November 29th, 1971, my doubts ebbed
enough for me to receive initiation, too.
In front of Srila Prabhupada and the
Deities of Radha and Krsna (the same
ones John had given Yamuna a few
months before), I promised to abstain
from meat-eating, illicit sex, intoxicants,

PIOTO VISAKHA-DEV DAST

(S b N e—
AR ASTIA T A o
AR

.-_.——-- TR ..‘ — .
\1n ‘:\Tﬁ SUANASIA SAR AR
N RN AN RN NG

and gambling, and I promised to chant
sixteen rounds of the Hare Krsna mantra
daily. (Devotees chant on wooden
beads, and one ‘‘round” means once
around the 108-bead string, with a
mantra for each bead.) Prabhupada
looked at me and said, ‘‘Sixteen rounds
is the minimum.” In other words, [
should always try to remember Krsna by
chanting His names, not forget Him after
I’d finished the prescribed number of
rounds.

For almost the entire next year, Srila
Prabhupada was away on a world speak-
ing tour, but by October 1972 he had
come back to Vrndavana. This time the
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Krsna’s rasa dance
(above left) is depicted in
a courtyard in Varnsivata.
By His mystic power
Krsna danced simul-
taneously with each of
the many gopis. In a
palace at Kusuma-
sarovara (above), we see
Krsna lifting Govardhana
Hill to keep a deluge off
the heads of the towns-
people and cows. Near
Govardhana (left) devo-
tees visit a wood where
Krsna’s cows still graze.

devotees lived in Kesi-ghata palace, right
on the bank of the Yamuna. Every morn-
ing at 3 AM. a few of the more hearty
women would rise and slip out the back
door of the palace, down some steps, and
into the calm water for our morning
bath. Then we went back to the palace
and had time to chant some rounds
before the arati celebration at 4 A.M.

By 4:30 the celebration was over, but
our chanting and dancing continued.
With karatalas (small cymbals) and
mrdanga drums in hand, we spilled out
into the dark winding streets. Acyuta-
nanda Svami, one of Prabhupada’s older
disciples, led our predawn procession,
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and at that hour it was a little treach-
erous—we couldn’t even see where we
were stepping. But soon the morning
sun’s first glimmer would light our path.

October-November in Vrndavana is
harvest time, the most auspicious time
of the year. It was during the month
Karttika, as it’s called, that mother
Yasoda caught Lord Krsna stealing but-
ter and tied Him to a grinding mortar to
restrain Him. A few years after this,
Krsna danced with the beautiful gopis,
the cowherd girls whose pure devotion
for Him knew no bounds. Once Krsna
told a friend, ““The most opportune time
is the full-moon night in autumn, like
tonight. The best place within the uni-
verse is Vrndavana, and the most
beautiful girls are the gopis. So, I think I
should now take advantage of all these
circumstances and engage in the tran-
scendental rdsa dance.”

We could appreciate why Krsna en-
joyed this time of year. As we played our
instruments and chanted along the
streets, we practically floated through
the cool morning air. With the monsoon
rains just past, the foliage was lush and
deep green, and all around us we saw
freshness and new life.

Each day we went to Ramana-reti, on
the outskirts of the town. Ramana
means ‘‘pleasurable,”” and reti means
“‘sands.’’ Srila Prabhupada called
Ramana-reti ‘‘the shimmering silver
sands’’ where the Lord enjoyed His
pastimes as a cowherd boy. In this area
someone had given Prabhupada a plot of
land, and construction was underway for
the Krsna-Balarama Temple and Inter-
national Guesthouse. A few devotees
were living there and overseeing the
construction, and each morning they
would greet our small party warmly and
show us how the work had progressed
since the day before. (At that time there
were just giant holes in the ground.)
Then we would start back toward town,
chanting Hare Krsna quietly as we
walked along. By now we could hear the
calls of the peacocks, and we could often
see them perched in the trees or running
about on their long legs. There were
many other less spectacular birds, also,
gach with its unique song. And there
were donkeys hauling huge loads,
monkeys frittering away their time,
camels eating thorny twigs, hogs acting
as sewage disposal units, dogs fighting
and whining, horses pulling carts, and
hundreds of white cows strolling
peacefully to pasture.

Seven o’clock found us seated in the
courtyard of Radha-Damodara temple,
which was founded by Srila Jiva
Gosvami. A great scholar and philoso-
pher, he proved through his brilliant
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Krsna and Radhdrani (above) smile on all
who visit the Krsna-Balarama Temple
(below right). The locale: ‘‘the shimmering
silver sands’” where Krsna enjoyed His
pastimes as a cowherd boy.

writings that ancient India’s Vedic
literatures point to Krsna consciousness
as life’s ultimate goal. The Gosvamis
used to sit together in the temple’s
courtyard to study and discuss the sci-
ence of Krsna consciousness. Rapa, the
foremost Gosvami, had his bhajana-
kutira (place of worship), in this court-
yard, and his samddhi (tomb) is there as
well. Perhaps more significant for us,
Srila Prabhupdda had made this temple
his headquarters from 1956 to 1965,
before he left India to teach Krsna con-
sciousness in America. It was here that
he started his masterpiece, his English
translation and commentary on Srimad-
Bhagavatam. Srila Prabhupada’s room
overlooked the courtyard where the
Gosvamis used to sit, and he derived
great inspiration from this sacred place.

Now, in 1972, Prabhupada was again
occupying his old rooms, and at 7 A.M. he
would sit with us in the courtyard and
lecture from the Srimad-Bhdgavatam,
First Canto, Second Chapter: ‘‘Divinity
and Divine Service.”” This chapter sum-
marizes the whole range of spiritual and
material knowledge, and in a poetic way
it presents all one needs to know to be-
come fully happy and successful in this
life. Prabhupada would speak for forty-
five minutes to an hour. The words that
flowed from his lips were filled with de-
votion and wisdom and held us in rapt
attention.

Afterward, there was a light breakfast
(yogurt, puffed rice, and fruit), and then
we set about our daily activities. Usually,
I went with some other devotees to
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photograph the local temples. By one
o’clock we returned to Kesi-ghata palace
for a substantial meal: capatis (un-
leavened whole wheat bread), sabji
(spicy vegetable preparations), dahl
(bean soup), rice, and milk sweets. Then
there was time for some reading and dis-
cussions, and a nap. By five we had



reassembled in the courtyard for
Prabhupada’s second lecture of the day,
this time on The Nectar of Devotion, a
book written by Srila Ripa Gosvami in
the sixteenth century. This book is es-
pecially for devotees. It describes the
process of becoming a devotee, the
effects of pure devotional service, and

s

A morning lecture at the Krsna-Balarima Temple (above): Srila Prabhupada speaking on the
Srimad-Bhdgavatam (the Beautiful Story of the Personality of Godhead, Krsna).

the transcendental emotions devotees
experience in relation to their Lord, Sri
Krsna.

After this lecture, whoever wanted to
could squeeze into Prabhupada’s small
room to hear further discussions and ask
questions. There was so much to learn.
Prabhupada could speak for hours, and
we could listen for hours without feeling
fatigued. ‘‘Krsna is a person, the Su-
preme Person, and you are a spirit soul,
part and parcel of Him. This material
world is not our real home. Our real
home is Vrndavana—the original
Vrndavana, in the spiritual world. There
we can eternally pass our time with
Krsna and His associates in a blissful,
loving relationship.”” This was the es-
sence of the philosophy, and there were
innumerable ramifications.

Logic, we found, is like a cake which
has been left out to become thoroughly
dry and stale. My husband and [ had
passed our lives eating such dry cakes,
but Prabhupada made us drink the nec-
tar of Krsna’s transcendental pastimes.
By sending us to Vrndavana in 1971,
Srila Prabhupada had prepared us for en-
tering a new life. And when we took ini-
tiation from him, our new life began.
Now he was showing us how to extricate
ourselves from our material attach-

ments. He was gently bringing us into an
ever-fresh, ever-personal world where
we had a fulfilling role to play, a world
where all our desires were satisfied just
by our cooperating with the Supreme
Person who resided there, a world based
on pure love.

And it worked—it was practical and
immediate. Our small group in Vin-
davana felt great harmony and unity of
purpose. We simply let Krsna be the
center of our lives. We sang for Him, we
heard about Him, we offered Him our
food, we visited the places of His
pastimes and remembered His activities.
We felt united in serving Him, and very
happy. Krsna consciousness was not a
utopian dream, not mythology, but
something real and tangible.

The year 1975 found my husband and
me in Vrndavana again, this time for the
grand opening ceremony of the Krsna-
Balarama Temple and International
Guesthouse. When we’d come to
Vrndavana four years earlier, we’d had
no place to stay, no knowledge of the
area, and no friends. Now Prabhupada
had provided all of that. And through his
temples, his disciples, and his transcen-
dental books, Srila Prabhupada is in-
troducing everyone to Vrndavana, just
as he introduced us. o
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On “Might Makes Right”

A PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

This conversation between His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada and one of his disciples took
place in Paris during the summer of 1974.

Disciple: Last night in your lecture you
made the analogy that if people don’t
follow God’s laws, they’ll be punished by
God, just as they’re punished for dis-
obeying the state laws. So the young
people thought you must be a fascist.
Srila Prabhupada: But this is actually
happening all over the world. How can
they deny it? Government today means,
““Might makes right.”” Somehow you
take power, and then you are right. It isa
question of which group gets the power.
Disciple: But they want to give the
power to the people.

Srila Prabhupada: How will it be pos-
sible? There are so many people and so
many different opinions—you have your
people, and someone else has his people.
As soon as you want to give the power to
your people, the others will oppose. This
is human nature; you cannot change it.
They're thinking that the power should
be given to the people, but there are
many other people who will disagree.
This is the nature of the material world:
everyone is envious of everyone else.
But these rascals don’t have the intelli-
gence to understand this. In India there
was Gandhi—a gentleman, a very nice
politician—but he was killed. So you can-
not stop this. It is the nature of the ma-
terial world—everyone is envious of
others. You’ll never be able to find a
group of materialistic men who are per-
fect. So why do they say, ‘‘Give the
power to the people”? They are simply
rascals. Therefore, the Srimad-Bha-
gavatam says, paramo nirmatsaranai
satam: Krsna consciousness is for the
perfect, nonenvious person. Those who
are not Krsna conscious must be en-
vious. Everywhere you'll find competi-
tion. Krsna had enemies. Jesus Christ
had enemies, or else why was he cru-
cified? He had no fault; he was preaching
God consciousness. Yet he was crucified.
This is the material world. Even though
one is perfect, still he’ll have enemies.
How can you stop it? They say, “‘Give
the power to the people,’” but as soon as
there is one good group of people
governing, another group will stand
against it. They will say, *‘Give the

power to us.”” So where is your perfec-
tion? This is not perfection. Therefore,
we have to give up all connection with
this material world—that is perfection.
Disciple: But how can you avoid anarchy
and have good government if you give
up all connection with this world?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, this is the
point—you have to follow the perfect
authority.

Disciple: And this was their conten-
tion—you advocate following a superior
authority.

Srila Prabhupada: If you want a perfect
society, you must follow the perfect au-
thority. You cannot find perfection
through mundane politics. You have to
follow the real, recognized authorities—
the perfect, liberated souls. This was the
system in the Vedic culture. The au-
thority was Lord Krsna and the Vedic
literature, and society was directed by
Manu [the forefather and lawgiver of
mankind] and the Manu-samhita. Mahd-
Jano yena gatah sa panthah: to attain per-
fection, we must follow the mahajanas—
perfect, self-realized authorities.
Disciple: But these young people said
even spiritual authorities are imperfect.
Srila Prabhupada: They may say that,
but why should we accept their opin-
ion—the opinion of imperfect rascals?
Their only idea of authority is, ‘‘Might
makes right.”” For instance, that group
yesterday was advocating ‘‘Power to the
people.” So they have got some might,
and they are pressuring, ‘‘You must ac-

cept this idea.”” And this is going on all
over the world—*‘‘Might makes right.”
All the rascals are fighting with one
another, and the one who is a little
mightier becomes prominent. That's all.
Disciple: They say this is always the
case—with any authority, it’s just some
leader who’s pushed himself forward. So
they’ve rejected all authorities.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, because all their
so-called authorities have been imper-
fect. But there is a perfect authority also:
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of God-
head. And any authority who follows and
teaches according to the instructions of
Krsna is also perfect. That is authority.
We Krsna conscious devotees are exactly
following the authority of Krsna. In pre-
senting Krsna consciousness, we are
simply presenting the words of Krsna
and trying to convince people, ‘‘Here is
the real authority; if you follow you’ll be
happy.” Krsna says, ‘‘You surrender
unto Me.”” And we are saying, ‘‘Sur-
render to Krsna.”” We know that Krsna
is perfect and that to surrender unto Him
is perfection. And whenever we speak,
we always quote Krsna and Krsna's
representatives.
Disciple: But in order for someone to
surrender, doesn’t he have to have faith
in whoever is asking him to surrender?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, faith must be
there. Therefore, in the Bhagavad-gita
Krsna first of all proves that He is the
Absolute Truth; then He asks for you to
surrender. But you need to have the
intelligence to understand— ‘‘This is
Krsna —then you surrender. In Bha-
gavad-gita Krsna does not say in the
beginning, ‘“You must surrender.” First
He explains everything—the body, the
soul, all forms of yoga, all different kinds
of knowledge. Then He gives the most
confidential knowledge: *‘Give up every-
thing else, and just surrender unto Me,"”
Everyone in this material world is im-
perfect. Without voluntary submission
to a perfect person, everyone is imper-
fect. But one who has completely surren-
dered to Krsna or His representative—
he is perfect. But if you do not surrender
to the perfect authority, then you remain
an imperfect rascal. You may be Na-
poleon, or you may be a small ant, but
we want to see whether you have surren-
dered to Krsna or not. If not, then you’re
a rascal, that’s all. gl
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Book Section

The Beautiful Story of the Personality of Godhead

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Translation and commentary by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Founder-Acdrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

First Canto: ‘Creation’

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN
Punishment and Reward of Kali

In this part of our continuing presentation of Srimad-Bhﬁgavatam, the
saintly King Pariksit attempts to protect the bull and the cow (embodiments
of religion and the earth, respectively) from further attack by Kali (the em-
bodiment of evil). Finally, the king orders the offender to leave his kingdom.

TEXT 9
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ma saurabheyatra Suco
vyetu te vrsalad bhayam

ma rodir amba bhadram te
khalanar mayi $astari

md—do not; saurabheya—0 son of Surabhi; atra—in my kingdom:
Sucah—lamentation; vyetu—let there be; te—your; vrsalat—by the
§adra; bhayam—cause of fear; ma—do not: rodih—cry; amba—
mother cow: bhadram—all good; te—unto you; khalandm—of the en-

vious; mayi—while I am living; sastari—the ruler or subduer.

TRANSLATION

O son of Surabhi, you need lament no longer now. There is no
need to fear this low-class §iidra. And, O mother cow, as long as |
am living as the ruler and subduer of all envious men, there is no
cause for you to cry. Everything will be good for you.

PURPORT

Protection of bulls and cows and all other animals can be possible only
when there is a state ruled by an executive head like Maharaja Pariksit.
Maharija Pariksit addresses the cow as mother, for he is-a cultured,
twice-born, ksatriya king. Surabhi is the name of the cows which exist in
the spiritual planets and are especially reared by Lord Sri Krsna Himself.
As men are made after the form and features of the Supreme Lord, so
also the cows are made after the form and features of the surabhi cows in
the spiritual kingdom. In the material world the human society gives all
protection to the human being, but there is no law to protect the descen-
dants of Surabhi, who can give all protection to men by supplying the
miracle food, milk. But Maharaja Pariskit and the Pandavas were fully
conscious of the importance of the cow and bull, and they were prepared

to punish the cow-killer with all chastisement, including death. There
has sometimes been agitation for the protection of the cow, but for want
of pious executive heads and suitable laws, the cow and the bull are not
given protection. The human society should recognize the importance of
the cow and the bull and thus give all protection to these important
animals, following in the footsteps of Mahardja Pariksit. For protecting
the cows and brahminical culture, the Lord, who is very kind to the cow
and the brahmanas (go-brahmm-hitdyah will be pleased with us and
will bestow upon us real peace.

TEXTS 10-11
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yasya rastre prajah sarvds
trasyante sadhvy asadhubhih
tasya mattasya nasyanti

kirtir ayur bhago gatih

esa rdjiam paro dharmo
hy artanam arti-nigrahah
ata enar vadhisyami
bhiita-druham asattamam

yasya—one whose; rdstre—in the state: prajah—living beings:
sarvah—one and all; trasyante—are terrified; sddhui—O chaste one;
asddhubhih—by the miscreants; tasya—his; mattasya—of the illu-
sioned; nasyanti—vanishes; kirtih—fame; dyuh—duration of life;
bhagah—fortune; gatih—good rebirth; esah—these are: rajigm—of
the kings; parah—superior; dharmah—occupation: hi—certainly;
artanam—of the sufferers; drti—sufferings: nigrahah—subduing;
atah—therefore; enam—this man; vadhisydmi—I shall kill; bhiita-
druham —revolter against other living beings; asat-tamam—the most
wretched.

TRANSLATION

O chaste one, the king's good name, duration of life and good
rebirth vanish when all kinds of living beings are terrified by
miscreants in his kingdom, It is certainly the prime duty of the
king to subdue first the sufferings of those who suffer. Therefore I
must kill this most wretched man because he is violent against
other living beings.

PURPORT

When there is some disturbance caused by wild animals in a village or
town, the police or others take action to kill them. Similarly, it is the duty

BACK TO GODHEAD 15
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of the government 1o kill at once all bad social elements such as thieves,
dacoits and murderers. The same punishment is also due to animal-
killers because the animals of the state are also the praja. Prajd means
one who has taken birth in the state, and this includes both men and
animals. Any living being who takes birth in a state has the primary
right to live under the protection of the king. The jungle animals are also
subject to the king, and they also have a right to live. So what to speak of
domestic animals like the cows and bulls.

Any living being, if he terrifies other living beings, is a most wretched
subject, and the king should at once kill such a disturbing element. As
the wild animal is killed when it creates disturbances, similarly any man
who unnecessarily kills or terrifies the jungle animals or other animals
must be punished at once. By the law of the Supreme Lord, all living
beings, in whatever shape they may be, are the sons of the Lord, and no
one has any right to kill another animal, unless it is so ordered by the
codes of natural law. The tiger can kill a lower animal for his subsis-
tence, but a man cannot kill an animal for his subsistence. That is the law
of God, wha has created the law that a living being subsists by eating
another living being. Thus the vegetarians are also living by eating other
living beings. Therefore, the law is that one should live only by eating
specific living beings, as ordained by the law of God. The Kopanisad
directs that one should live by the direction of the Lord and not at one’s
sweet will. A man can subsist on varieties of grains, fruits and milk or-
dained by God, and there is no need of animal food, save and except in
particular cases.

The illusioned king or executive head, even though sometimes ad-
vertised as a great philosopher and learned scholar, will allow
slaughterhouses in the state without knowing that torturing poor animals
clears the way to hell for such foolish kings or executive heads. The ex-
ecutive head must always be alert to the safety of the prajas, both man
and animal, and inquire whether a particular living being is harassed at
any place by another living being. The harassing living being must at
once be caught and put to death, as shown by Mahardja Pariksit.

The people’s government, or government by the people, should not
allow killing of innocent animals by the sweet will of foolish government
men. They must know the codes of God, as mentioned in the revealed
scriptures. Maharaja Pariksit quotes here that according to the codes of
God the irresponsible king or state executive jeopardizes his good name,
duration of life, power and strength and ultimately his progressive
march towards a better life and salvation after death. Such foolish men
do not even believe in the existence of a next life.

While commenting on this particular verse, we have in our presence
the statement of a great modern politician who has recently died and left
his will, which discloses his poor fund of knowledge of the codes of God
mentioned by Mahardja Pariksit. The politician was so ignorant of the
codes of God that he writes: “I do not believe in any such ceremonies,
and to submit to them, even as a matter of form, would be hypocrisy and
an attempt to delude ourselves and others. . . I have no religious senti-
ment in the matter.”

Contrasting these statements of a great politician in the modern age
with those of Mahdrdja Pariksit, we find a vast difference. Maharija
Pariksit was pious according to the scriptural codes, whereas the modern
politician goes by his personal belief and sentiments. Any great man of
the material world is, after all, a conditioned soul. He is bound by his
hands and feet by the ropes of material nature, and still the foolish con-
ditioned soul thinks of himself as free to act by his whimsical sentiments.
The conclusion is that people in the time of Mahardja Pariksit were
happy, and the animals were given proper protection hecause the execu-
tive head was not whimsical or ignorant of God’s law. Foolish, faithless
creatures try to avoid the existence of the Lord and proclaim themselves
secular at the cost of valuable human life. The human life is especially
meant for knowing the science of God, but foolish creatures, especially in
this age of Kali, instead of knowing God scientifically, make propaganda
against religious belief as well as the existence of God, even though they
are always bound by the laws of God by the symptoms of birth, death, old
age and disease.

16 BACK TO GODHEAD
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ko ‘vrSeat tava padars trin
saurabheya catus-pada

ma bhiivaris tvadrsa rdstre
rajnam krspanuvartinam

kah—who is he; avricat—cut off; tava—your; padan—legs; trin—
three; saurabheya—OQ son of Surabhi; catuh-pada—you are four-
legged; ma—never to be; bhivan—it so happened; tvadrsah—as your-
self; rdstre—in the state; r@jiam—of the kings; krsna-anuvartindm—
those who follow the codes of Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead.

TRANSLATION

He [Mahiraja Pariksit] repeatedly addressed and questioned the
bull thus: O son of Surabhi, who has cut off your three legs? In
the state of the kings who are obedient to the laws of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Krgna, there is no one as unhappy as you.

PURPORT

The kings or the execntive heads of all states must know the codes of
Lord Krsna (generally Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam) and
must act accordingly in order to fulfill the mission of human life, which
is to make an end to all miseries of material conditions. One who knows
the codes of Lord Krsna can achieve this end without any difficulty. In
the Bhagavad-gita, in a synopsis, we can understand the codes of God-
head, and in the Srimad-Bhagavatam the same codes are explained
further.

In a state where the codes of Krsna are followed, no one is unhappy.
Where such codes are not followed, the first sign is that three legs of the
representative of religion are cut off, and thereby all miseries follow.
When Krsna was personally present, the codes of Krsna were being
followed without question, but in His absence such codes are presented

_ in the pages of Srimad-Bhagavatam for the guidance of the blind per-

sons who happen to be at the helm of all affairs.

TEXT 13
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dakhyahi vrsa bhadram vah
sadhiinam akrtagasam

atma-vairipya-kartdrari
parthandm kirti-disanam

akhydhi—just let me know; vrsa—O0 bull; bhadram—good; vah—for
you; sadhinam—of the honest; akrta-agasam—of those who are of-
fenseless; dtma-vairdpya—deformation of the self; kartdram—the
doer; parthanam—of the sons of Prthi; kirti-diisanam—blackmailing
the reputation.

TRANSLATION

O bull, you are offenseless and thoroughly honest; therefore I
wish all good to you. Please tell me of the perpetrator of these
mutilations, which blackmail the reputation of the sons of Prtha.

PURPORT
The reputation of the reign of Maharija Rimacandra and that of the
kings who followed in the footsteps of Maharaja Ramacandra, like the
Pandavas and their descendants, are never to be forgotten because in
their kingdom offenseless and honest living beings were never in trou-
ble. The bull and the cow are the symbols of the most offenseless living
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beings because even the stool and urine of these animals are utilized to
benefit human society. The descendants of the sons of Prtha, like
Mahardja Pariksit, were afraid of losing their reputations, but in the
modern days the leaders are not even afraid of killing such offenseless
animals. Herein lies the difference between the reign of those pious
kings and the modern states ruled by irresponsible executive heads with-
out knowledge of the codes of God.

TEXT 14
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Jane ‘nagasy agharh yufijan
sarvato 'sya ca mad-bhayam

sadhiinari bhadram eva syad
asadhu-damane krte

jane—to the living beings; andgasi—those who are offenseless;
agham—sufferings; yuijan—by applying; sarvatah—anywhere and
everywhere: asya—of such offenders; ca—and; mat-bhayam—fear
me; sadhiingm—of the honest persons; bhadram—good fortune; eva—
certainly; sydat—will take place; asadhu—dishonest miscreants;
damane —curbed; krte—being so done.

TRANSLATION

Whoever causes offenseless living beings to suffer must fear me
anywhere and everywhere in the world. By curbing dishonest
miscreants, one automatically benefits the offenseless.

PURPORT

Dishonest miscreants flourish hecause of cowardly and impotent ex-
ecutive heads of state. But when the executive heads are strong enough
to curb all sorts of dishonest miscreants, in any part of the state, certainly
they cannot flourish. When the miscreants are punished in an exemplary
manner, automatically all good fortune follows. As said before, it is the
prime duty of the king or the executive head to give protection in all
respects to the peaceful, offenseless citizens of the state. The devatees of
the Lord are by nature peaceful and offenseless, and therefore it is the
prime duty of the state to arrange to convert everyone to become a devo-
tee of the Lord. Thus automatically there will be peaceful, offenseless
citizens. Then the only duty of the king will be to curb the dishonest
miscreants. That will bring about peace and harmony all over human
~ society.

TEXT 15
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andgahsv iha bhitesu
‘ya dgas-krn nirankusah
ahartasmi bhujam saksad
amartyasyapi sarigadam

anagahsu iha—to the offenseless; bhitesu—living beings; yah—the
person; agah-kri—commits offense; nirankusah—upstart; aharta
asmi—I shall bring forth; bhujam—arms; saksat—directly; amartyasya
api—even one who is a demigod; sa-angadam—with decorations and
armor.

TRANSLATION

An upstart living being who commits offenses by torturing those
who are offenseless shall be directly uprooted by me, even though
he be a denizen of heaven with armor and decorations.

PURPORT

The denizens of the heavenly kingdom are called amara, or deathless,
due to their possessing a long span of life, far greater than that of the
human beings, For a human being, who has only a maximum
one-hundred-year duration of life, a span of life spreading over millions
of years is certainly considered to be deathless. For example, from the
Bhagavad-gita we learn that on the Brahmaloka planet the duration of
one day is calculated to be 4,300,000 X 1,000 solar years. Similarly, in
other heavenly planets one day is calculated to be six months of this
planet, and the inhabitants get a life of ten million of their years.
Therefore, in all higher planets, since the span of life is far greater than
that of the human being, the denizens are called deathless by imagina-
tion, although actually no one within the material universe is deathless.

Maharaja Pariksit challenges even such denizens of heaven if they tor-
ture the offenseless. This means that the state executive head must be as
strong as Mahérija Pariksit so that he may be determined to punish the
strongest offenders. It should be the principle of a state executive head
that the offender of the codes of God is always punished.

TEXT 16
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rajiio hi paramo dharmah
sva-dharma-sthanupalanam
$asato ‘nyan yathd-sdstram

andpady utpathan iha

rajiiah—of the king or the executive head; hi—certainly; paramah—
supreme; dharmah—occupational duty; sva-dharma-stha—one who is
faithful to his prescribed duty; arupdlanam—giving protection always;
sasatah—while ruling; anydn—others; yath@—according to;
$astram—rulings of scriptures; andpadi—without danger; utpathan—
persons going astray; iha—as a matter of fact.

TRANSLATION

The supreme duty of the ruling king is to give all protection to
law-abiding persons and to chastise those who stray from the ordi-
nances of the scriptures in’ ordinary times, when there is no
emergency.

PURPORT

In the scriptures there is mention of dpad-dharma, or occupational
duty at times of extraordinary happenings. It is said that sometimes the
great sage Visvamitra had to live on the flesh of dogs in some extraordi-
nary dangerous position. In cases of emergency, one may be allowed to
live on the flesh of animals of all description, but that does not mean that
there should be regular slaughterhouses to feed the animal-eaters and
that this system should be encouraged by the state. No one should try to
live on flesh in ordinary times simply for the sake of the palate. If anyone
does so, the king or the executive head should punish him for gross
enjoyment.

There are regular scriptural injunctions for different persons engaged
in different occupational duties, and one who follows them is called sva-
dharma-stha, or faithful in one’s prescribed duties. In the Bhagavad-
gita (18.48) it is advised that one should not give up his eccupational
prescribed duties, even if they are not always flawless. Such sva-dharma
might be violated in cases of emergency, if one is forced by circum-
stances, but they cannot be violated in ordinary times. The state ex-
ecutive head is to see that such sva-dharma is not changed by the
follower, whatever it may be, and he should give all protection to the
follower of sva-dharma. The violater is subject to punishment in terms
of the sastra, and the duty of the king is to see that everyone strictly
follows his occupational duty, as prescribed in the scripture.

BACK TO GODHEAD 17
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TEXT 17
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dharma uvdca
etad vah pandaveyandm
yuktam artébhayar vacah
yesari guna-ganaih krsno
dautyadau bhagavan krtah

dharmah uvdca—the personality of religion said; etat—all these;
vah—by you; pandaveyandm—of those who are in the Pindava
dynasty; yuhktam—just befitting; drta—the sufferer; abhayam—
freedom from all fears; vacah—speeches; yesam—those; guna-
ganaih—by the qualifications; krsnah—even Lord Krsna: dautya-
ddau—the duty of a messenger, etc.; bhagavan—the Personality of
Godhead; krtah—performed.

TRANSLATION

The personality of religion said: These words just spoken by
you befit a person of the Pandava dynasty. Captivated by the devo-
tional qualities of the Pandavas, even Lord Krsna, the Personality
of Godhead, performed duties as a messenger.

PURPORT

The assurances and challenges made by Maharaja Pariksit are never
exaggerations of his real power. The Maharija said that even the
denizens of heaven could not escape his stringent government if they
were violators of religious principles. He was not falsely proud, for a
devotee of the Lord is equally as powerful as the Lord or sometimes more
powerful by His grace, and any promise made by a devotee, though it
may be ordinarily very difficult to fulfill, is properly executed by the
grace of the Lord. The Pandavas, by their unalloyed devotional service
and full surrender unto the Lord, made it possible for the Lord to become
a chariot driver or sometimes their letter messenger. Such duties exe-
cuted by the Lord for His devotee are always very pleasing to the Lord
because the Lord wants to render service to His unalloyed devotee, whose
life has no other engagement than to serve the Lord with full love and
devotion, Maharaja Pariksit, grandson of Arjuna, the celebrated friendly
servitor of the Lord, was a pure devotee of the Lord like his grandfather,
and therefore the Lord was always with him, even from the time when
he was helplessly lying in the womb of his mother and was attacked by
the blazing brahmastra weapon of Asvatthama. A devotee is always
under the protection of the Lord, and therefore the assurance of protec-
tion by Mahardja Pariksit could never be without meaning. The
personality of religion accepted this fact and thus thanked the King for
his being true to his exalted position,

TEXT 18
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na vayarm klesa-bijani
yatah syuh purusarsabha

purusarh tamn vijanimo
vakya-bheda-vimohitdh

na—not; vayam—we; klesa-bijani—the root cause of sufferings;
yatah—wherefrom; syuh—it so happens; purusa-rsabha—O greatest of
all human beings; purusam—the person; tam—that; vijgnimah—know;
vakya-bheda—difference of opinion; vimohitah—bewildered by.
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TRANSLATION

O greatest among human beings, it is very difficult to ascertain
the particular miscreant who has caused our sufferings, because
we are bewildered by all the different opinions of theoretical
philosophers.

PURPORT

There are many theoretical philosophers in the world who put forward
their own theories of cause and effect especially about the cause of
suffering and its effect on different living heings. Generally there are six
great philosophers: Kanada, the author of Vaisesika philosophy:
Gautama, the author of logic; Pataiijali, the author of mystic yoga;
Kapila, the author of Sankhya philosophy: Jaimini, the author of Karma-
mimirmsi; and Vyisadeva, the author of Vedanta-darsana.

Although the bull, or the personality of religion, and the cow, the per-
sonality of the earth, knew perfectly well that the personality of Kali was
the direct cause of their sufferings, still, as devotees of the Lord, they
knew well also that without the sanction of the Lord no one could inflict
trouble upon them. According to the Padma Purana, our present trouble
is due to the fructifying of seedling sins, but even those seedling sins also
gradually fade away by execution of pure devotional service. Thus even
if the devotees see the mischief-mongers, they do not accuse them for the
sufferings inflicted. They take it for granted that the mischief-monger is
made to act by some indirect cause, and therefore they tolerate the
sufferings, thinking them to be God-given in small doses, for otherwise
the sufferings should have been greater.

Maharija Pariksit wanted to get a statement of accusation against the
direct mischief-monger, but they declined to give it on the above-
mentioned grounds. Speculative philosophers, however, do not recognize
the sanction of the Lord; they try to find out the cause of sufferings
in their own way, as will be described in the following verses. According
to Srila Jiva Gosvami, such speculators are themselves bewildered, and
thus they cannot know that the ultimate cause of all causes is the
Supreme Lord, the Personality of Godhead.

TEXT 19
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kecid vikalpa-vasana
dhur datmdanam dtmanah
daivam anye ‘pare karma
svabhdavam apare prabhum

kecit—some of them; vikalpa-vasandh—those who deny all kinds of
duality; @huh—declare; atmanam—own self; atmanah—of the self;
daivam—superhuman; anye—others; apare—someone else: karma—
activity; svabhdvam—material nature; apare —many other; prabhum—
authorities.
TRANSLATION

Some of the philosophers, who deny all sorts of duality, declare
that one’s own self is responsible for his personal happiness and
distress. Others say that superhuman powers are responsible,
while yet others say that activity is responsible, and the gross ma-
terialists maintain that nature is the ultimate cause.

PURPORT

As referred to above, philosophers like Jaimini and his followers
establish that fruitive activity is the root cause of all distress and happi-
ness, and that even if there is a superior authority, some superhuman
powerful God or gods, He or they are also under the influence of fruitive
activity because they reward result according to one’s action. They say
that action is not independent because action is performed by some per-
former; therefore, the performer himself is the cause of his own happi-
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ness or distress. In the Bhagavad-gita (6.5) also it is confirmed that by
one’s mind, freed from material affection, one can deliver himself from
the sufferings of material pangs. So one should not entangle oneself in
matter by the mind’s material affections. Thus one’s own mind is one’s
friend or enemy in one’s material happiness and distress.

Atheistic, materialistic Sankhyaites conclude that material nature is
the cause of all causes. According to them, combinations of material ele-
ments are the causes of material happiness and distress, and disintegra-
tion of matter is the cause of freedom from all material pangs. Gautama
and Kanada find that atomic combination is the cause of every-
thing, and impersonalists like Astivakra discover that the spiritual
effulgence of Brahman is the cause of all causes. But in the Bhagavad-
gitd the Lord Himself declares that He is the source of impersonal Brah-
man, and therefore He, the Personality of Godhead, is the ultimate cause
of all causes. It is also confirmed in the Brahma-samhita that Lord Krsna
is the ultimate cause of all causes.

TEXT 20
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apratarkyad anirde§yad
iti kesv api niscayah

atranuriiparh rajarse
vimrsa sva-manisaya

apratarkyat—beyond the power of reasoning; anirdesyat—beyond
the power of thinking; ii—thus; kesu—someone; api—also;
niscayah—definitely concluded: atra—herein; anurdpam—which of
them is right; raje-rse—O sage amongst the kings; vimria—judge your-
self; sva—by your own; manisayd—power of intelligence.

TRANSLATION

There are also some thinkers who believe that no one can ascer-
tain the cause of distress by argumentation, nor know it by
imagination, nor express it by words. O sage amongst kings, judge
for yourself by thinking over all this with your own intelligence.

PURPORT

The Vaisnavites, the devotees of the Lord, do believe, as above ex-
plained, that nothing can take place without the sanction of the Supreme
Lord. He is the supreme director, for He confirms in the Bhagaved-gita
(15.15) that He, as all-pervading Paramatmi, stays in every-
one’s heart and keeps vigilance over all actions and witnesses all ac-
tivities. The argument of the atheist that one cannot be punished for
one’s misdeeds unless proved before a qualified justice is refuted
herein, for we accept the perpetual witness and constant companion of
the living being. A living being may forget all that he might have done in
his past or present life, but one must know that in the same tree of the
material body, the individual soul and the Supreme Soul as Paramitma
are sitting like two birds. One of them, the living being, is enjoying the
fruits of the tree, whereas the Supreme Being is there to witness the ac-
tivities. Therefore the Paramatma feature, the Supreme Soul, is actually
the witness of all activities of the living being, and only by His direction
can the living being remember or forget what he might have done in the
past. He is, therefore, both the all-pervading impersonal Brahman and
the localized Paramitma in everyone’s heart. He is the knower of all
past, present and future, and nothing can be concealed from Him. The
devotees know this truth, and therefore they discharge their duties sin-
cerely, without being overly anxious for rewards. Besides that, one can-
not estimate the Lord’s reactions, either by speculation or by scholarship.
Why does He put some into difficulty and not others? He is the supreme
knower of the Vedic knowledge, and thus He is the factual Vedantist. At

the same time He is the compiler of the Vedanta. No one is independent
of Him, and everyone is engaged in His service in different ways. In the
conditioned state, such services are rendered by the living being under
force of the material nature, whereas in the liberated state the living
being is helped by the spiritual nature in the voluntary loving service of
the Lord. There is no incongruity or inebriety in His actions. All are on
the path of Absolute Truth. Bhismadeva correctly estimated the incon-
ceivable actions of the Lord. The conclusion is, therefore, that the suffer-
ings of the representative of religion and the representative of the earth,
as present before Mahirdja Pariksit, were planned to prove that
Maharaja Pariksit was the ideal executive head because he knew well
how to give protection to the cows (the earth) and the brakmanas
{religious princip]es), the two pillars of spiritual advancement. Everyone
is under the full control of the Lord. He is quite correct in His action
when He desires something to be done by someone, irrespective of the
consideration of the particular case. Mahardja Pariksit was thus put to
test for his greatness. Now let us see how he solves it by his sagacious
mind.

TEXT 21
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siita uvdca
evarit dharme pravadati
sa samrad dvija-sattamah
samdhitena manasa

vikhedah paryacasta tam

sitah uvdca—Sita Gosvami said; evam—so; dharme—the per-
sonality of religion; pravadati—thus having spoken; sah—he; samrdi—
the Emperor; dvija-sattamdh—0O best among the brahmanas;
samahitena —with proper attention; manasd—by the mind; vikhedah—
without any mistake; paryacasta—counterreplied; fam—unto him,

TRANSLATION

Siita Gosvami said: O best among the brahmanas, the Emperor
Pariksit, thus hearing the personality of religion speak, was fully

satisfied, and without mistake or regret he gave his reply.

PURPORT

The statement of the bull, the personality of religion, was full of
philosophy and knowledge, and the King was satisfied, since he could
understand that the suffering bull was not an ordinary one. Unless one is
perfectly conversant with the law of the Supreme Lord, one cannot speak
such things touching philosophical truths. The Emperor, being also on an
equal level of sagacity, replied to the point, without doubts or mistakes.

TEXT 22
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dharmari bravisi dharma-jia
dharmo ’si vrsa-rapa-dhrk

yad adharma-krtah sthanari
sticakasyapi tad bhavet

rdja uvdca—the King said; dharmam—religion; bravisi—as you

speak; dharma-jia—0 one who knows the codes of religion; dhar-
mah—the personality of religion; asi—you are; vrsa-ripa-dhrk—in the
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disguise of a bull; yat—whatever: adharma-krtah—one who acts ir-
religiously; sthanam—place; siicakasya—of the identifier; api—also;
tat—that; bhavet—becomes.

TRANSLATION

The King said: O you, who are in the form of a bull! You know
the truth of religion, and you are speaking according to the
principle that the destination intended for the perpetrator of ir-
religious acts is also intended for one who identifies the perpetra-
tor. You are no other than the personality of religion.

PURPORT

A devotee’s conclusion is that no one is directly responsible for being
a benefactor or mischief-monger without the sanction of the Lord;
therefore he does not consider anyone to be directly responsible for such
action. But in both the cases he takes it for granted that either benefit or
loss is God-sent, and thus it is His grace. In case of benefit, no one will
deny that it is God-sent, but in case of loss or reverses one becomes
doubtful about how the Lord could be so unkind to His devotee as to put
him in great difficulty. Jesus Christ was seemingly put into such great
difficulty, being crucified by the ignorant, but he was never angry at the
mischief-mongers. That is the way of accepting a thing, either favorable
or unfavorable. Thus for a devotee the identifier is equally a sinner, like
the mischief-monger. By God’s grace, the devotee tolerates all reverses.
Maharija Pariksit observed this, and therefore he could understand that
the bull was no other than the personality of religion himself. In other
words, a devotee has no suffering at all because so-called suffering is also
God’s grace for a devotee who sees God in everything. The cow and bull
never placed any complaint before the King for being tortured by the
personality of Kali, although everyone lodges such complaints before the
state authorities. The extraordinary behavior of the bull made the King
conclude that the bull was certainly the personality of religion, for no one
else could understand the finer intricacies of the codes of religion.

TEXT 23
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athavd deva-mdydya
niinari gatir agocard

cetaso vacasas capi
bhatanam iti niscayah

athava—alternatively; deva—the Lord; maydyah—energies;
nanam—very little; gatih—movement; agocarda—inconceivable;
cetasah—either by the mind; vacasah—by words; ca—or; api—also;
bhutanam —of all living beings; iti—thus; niScayah—concluded.

TRANSLATION

Thus it is concluded that the Lord’s energies are inconceivable.
No one can estimate them by mental speculation or by word

jugglery.
PURPORT

A question may be raised as to why a devotee should refrain from
_identifying an actor, although he knows definitely that the Lord is the
ultimate doer of everything. Knowing the ultimate doer, one should not
pose himself as ignorant of the actual performer. To answer this doubt,
the reply is that the Lord is also not directly responsible, for every-
thing is done by His deputed mdyda-éakti, or material energy. The ma-
terial energy is always provoking doubts about the supreme authority of
the Lord. The personality of religion knew perfectly well that nothing
can take place without the sanction of the Supreme Lord, and still he was
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put into doubts by the deluding energy, and thus he refrained from men-
tioning the supreme cause. This doubtfulness was due to the contamina-
tion of both Kali and the material energy. The whole atmosphere of the
age of Kali is magnified by the deluding energy, and the proportion of

measurement is inexplicable.

TEXT 24
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tapah saucarh dayd satyam
ift padah krte krtah

adharmamsais trayo bhagnah
smaya-sanga-madais tava

tapah—austerity: Saucam—cleanliness; daya—mercy; satyam—
truthfulness; iti—thus; padak—legs; krte—in the age of Satya; krtah—
established: adharma—irreligiosity; amsaih—by the parts; trayah—
three combined; bhagnah—broken; smaya—pride; sariga—too much
association with women; madaih—intoxication; tava—your.

TRANSLATION

In the age of Satya [truthfulness] your four legs were
established by the four principles of austerity, cleanliness, mercy
and truthfulness. But it appears that three of your legs are broken
due to rampant irreligion in the form of pride, lust for women,
and intoxication.

PURPORT

The deluding energy, or material nature, can act upon the living
beings proportionately in terms of the living beings’ falling prey to the
deluding attraction of mayd. Moths are captivated by the glaring bright-
ness of light, and thus they become prey to the fire. Similarly, the
deluding energy is always captivating the conditioned souls to become
prey to the fire of delusion, and the Vedic scriptures warn the con-
ditioned souls not to become prey to delusion but to get rid of it. The
Vedas warn us to go not to the darkness of ignorance but to the
progressive path of light. The Lord Himself also warns that the deluding
power of material energy is too powerful to overcome, but one who com-
pletely surrenders unto the Lord can easily do so. But to surrender unto
the lotus feet of the Lord is also not very easy. Such surrender is possible
by persons of austerity, cleanliness, mercy and truthfulness. These four
principles of advanced civilization were remarkable features in the age
of Satya. In that age, every human being was practically a qualified
brahmana of the highest order, and in the social orders of life they were
all paramaharisas, or the topmost in the renounced order. By cultural
standing, the human beings were not at all subjected to the deluding en-
ergy. Such strong men of character were competent enough to get away
from the clutches of mayd. But gradually, as the basic principles of
brahminical culture, namely austerity, cleanliness, mercy and truthful-
ness, hecame curtailed by proportionate development of pride, attach-
ment for women and intoxication, the path of salvation or the path of
transcendental bliss retreated far, far away from human society.
With the progression of the age of Kali, people are becoming very proud,
and attached to women and intoxication. By the influence of the age of
Kali, even a pauper is proud of his penny, the women are always dressed
in an overly attractive fashion to victimize the minds of men, and the
man is addicted to drinking wine, smoking, drinking tea and chewing
tobacco, etc. All these habits, or so-called advancement of civilization,
are the root causes of all irreligiosities, and therefore it is not possible to
check corruption, bribery and nepotism. Man cannot check all these evils
simply by statutory acts and police vigilance, but he can cure the disease
of the mind by the proper medicine, namely advocating the principles of
brahminical culture or the principles of austerity, cleanliness, mercy and
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truthfulness. Modern civilization and economic development are creating
a new situation of poverty and scarcity with the result of blackmailing
the consumer’s commodities. If the leaders and the rich men of the
society spend fifty percent of their accumulated wealth mercifully for the
misled mass of people and educate them in God consciousness, the
knowledge of Bhagavatam, certainly the age of Kali will be defeated in
its attempt to entrap the conditioned souls. We must always remember
that false pride, or too high an estimation of one’s own values of life, un-
due attachment to women or association with them, and intoxication will
divert human civilization from the path of peace, however much the
people clamor for peace in the world. The preaching of the Bhagavatam
principles will automatically render all men austere, clean both inside
and outside, merciful to the suffering, and truthful in daily behavior.
That is the way of correcting the flaws of human society, which are very
prominently exhibited at the present moment.

TEXT 25
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idanih dharma padas te
satyar nirvartayed yatah

tam jighrksaty adharmo 'yam
anrtenaidhitah kalih

iddnim—at the present moment; dharma—O personality of religion;
padah—leg; te—of you; satyam—truthfulness; nirvartayet—hobbling
along somehow or other; yatah—whereby; tam—that; jighrksati—try-
ing to destroy; adharmah—the personality of irreligion; ayam—this;
anrtena—by deceit; edhitah—flourishing; kalih—quarrel personified.

TRANSLATION

You are now standing on one leg only, which is your truthful-
ness, and you are somehow or other hobbling along. But quarrel
personified [Kali], flourishing by deceit, is also trying to destroy
that leg.

PURPORT

The principles of religion do not stand on some dogmas or man-made
formulas, but they stand on four primary regulative observances,
namely austerity, cleanliness, mercy and truthfulness. The mass of
people must be taught to practice these principles from childhood.
Austerity means to accept voluntarily things which may not be very com-
fortable for the body but are conducive for spiritual realization, for ex-
ample, fasting. Fasting twice or four times a month is a sort of austerity
which may be voluntarily accepted for spiritual realization only, and not
for any other purposes, political or otherwise. Fastings which are meant
not for self-realization but for some other purposes are condemned in the
Bhagavad-gita (17.5-6). Similarly, cleanliness is necessary both for the
mind and for the body. Simply bedily cleanliness may help to some ex-
tent, but cleanliness of the mind is necessary, and it is effected by
glorifying the Supreme Lord. No one can cleanse the accumulated mental
dust without glorifying the Supreme Lord. A godless civilization cannot
cleanse the mind because it has no idea of God, and for this simple reason
people under such a civilization cannot have good qualifications, however
they may be materially equipped. We have to see things by their resul-
tant action. The resultant action of human civilization in the age of Kali
is dissatisfaction, so everyone is anxious to get peace of mind. This peace
of mind was complete in the Satya age because of the existence of the
above-mentioned attributes of the human beings. Gradually these at-
tributes have diminished in the Tretd-yuga to three fourths, in the
Dvipara to half, and in this age of Kali to one fourth, which is also
gradually diminishing on account of prevailing untruthfulness. By pride,
either artificial or real, the resultant action of austerity is spoiled; by too

much affection for female association, cleanliness is spoiled; by too much
addiction to intoxication, mercy is spoiled; and by too much lying pro-
paganda, truthfulness is spoiled. The revival of bhagavata-dharma can
save human civilization from falling prey to evils of all description.

TEXT 26
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iyara ca bhimir bhagavata
nydsitoru-bhard sati

srimadbhis tat-pada-nyasaih
sarvatah krta-kautukd

iyam—this; ca—and; bhiimih—surface of the earth; bhagavata—by
the Personality of Godhead; nydsita—being performed personally as
well as by others; uru—great; bhard—burden; sati—being so done;
srimadbhik—by the all-auspicious; fat—that; pada-nydsaih—
footprints; sarvatah—all around; krta—done; kautukd—good fortune.

TRANSLATION

The burden of the earth was certainly diminished by the Per-
sonality of Godhead and by others as well. When He was present as
an incarnation, all good was performed hecause of His auspicious
footprints.

TEXT 27
FATIF AR GRS |
GO TTTT: ETAT (T AT 11 91|

focaty asru-kala sadhvi
durbhagevojjhita satt

abrahmanya nrpa-vydjah
$adra bhoksyanti mam iti

jocati—lamenting; asru-kald—with tears in the eyes; sadhvi—the
chaste; durbhaga—as if the most unfortunate; iva—like; wjhita—
forlorn; sati—being so done; abrahmanyah—devoid of brahminical
culture; nrpa-vydjah—posed as the ruler; siudrah—lower class; bhok-
syanti—would enjoy; mam—me; iti—thus.

TRANSLATION

Now she, the chaste one, being unfortunately forsaken by the
Personality of Godhead, laments her future with tears in her eyes,
for now she is being ruled and enjoyed by lower-class men who
pose as rulers.

PURPORT

The ksatriya, or the man who is qualified to protect the sufferers, is
meant to rule the state. Untrained lpwer-class men, or men without am-
bition to protect the sufferers, cannot be placed on the seat of an
administrator. Unfortunately, in the age of Kali the lower-class men,
without training, occupy the post of a ruler by strength of popular votes,
and instead of protecting the sufferers, such men create a situation quite
intolerable for everyone. Such rulers illegally gratify themselves at the
cost of all comforts of the citizens, and thus the chaste mother earth cries
to see the pitiable condition of her sons, both men and animals. That is
the future of the world in the age of Kali, when irreligiosity prevails
most prominently. And in the absence of a suitable king to curb ir-
religious tendencies, educating the people systematically in the teaching
of Srimad-Bhagavatam will clear up the hazy atmosphere of corruptien,
bribery, blackmail, etc.
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grimad-Bhﬁgavatam

[Canto 1, Ch. 17, Text 30]

TEXT 28
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iti dharmarit mahim caiva
santvayitvd mahd-rathah

nisatam dadade khadgari
kalaye ‘dharma-hetave

iti—thus; dharmam —the personality of religion; mahim—the earth;
ca—also; eva—as; santvayitvd—after pacifying; mahd-rathah—the
general who could fight alone with thousands of enemies; nisatam—
sharp; ddade—took up; khadgam—sword; kalaye—to kill the per-
sonified Kali; adharma—irreligion; hetave—the root cause.

TRANSLATION

Maharaja Pariksit, who could fight one thousand enemies
singlehandedly, thus pacified the personality of religion and the
earth. Then he took up his sharp sword to kill the personality of
Kali, who is the cause of all irreligion.

PURPORT

As described above, the personality of Kali is he who deliberately com-
mits all kinds of sinful acts which are forbidden in the revealed scrip-
tures. This age of Kali will certainly be full of all activities of Kali, but
this does not mean that the leaders of society, the executive heads, the
learned and intelligent men, or above all the devotees of the Lord should
sit down tightly and become callous to the reactions of the age of Kali. In
the rainy season certainly there will be profuse rainfalls, but that does
not mean that men should not take means to protect themselves from the
rains. It is the duty of the executive heads of state and others to take all
necessary actions against the activities of Kali or the persons influenced
by the age of Kali; and Mahirija Pariksit is the ideal executive head of
the state, for at once he was ready to kill the personality of Kali with his
sharp sword. The administrators should not simply pass resolutions for
anticorruptional steps, but they must be ready with sharp swords to kill
the persons creating corruptions from the angle of vision of the recog-
nized $§astras. The administrators cannot prevent corrupt activities by
allowing wine shops. They must at once close all shops of intoxicating
drugs and wine and force punishment even by death for those who in-
dulge in habits of intoxication of all deseription. That is the way of
stopping the activities of Kali, as exhibited herein by Maharaja Pariksit,
the mahd-ratha.

TEXT 29
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tam jighamsum abhipretya
vihaya nrpa-laichanam

tat-pada-milam Sirasa
samagad bhaya-vihvalah
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tarn—him: jighﬁmsum—wi.lling to kill; abhipretya—knowing it well:
vihaya—leaving aside; nrpa-laichanam—the dress of a king; tat-pada-
mitlam—at his feet; §irasd—by the head; samagat—fully surrendered;
bhaya-vihvalah—under pressure of fearfulness.

TRANSLATION

When the personality of Kali understood that the King was will-
ing to kill him, he at once abandoned the dress of a king and,
under pressure of fear, completely surrendered to him, bowing
his head.

PURPORT

The royal dress of the personality of Kali is artificial. The royal dress is
suitable for a king or ksatriya, but when a lower-class man artificially
dresses himself as a king, his real identity is disclosed by the challenge of
a bona fide ksatriya like Maharija Pariksit. A real ksatriya never surren-
ders. He accepts the challenge of his rival ksatriya, and he fights either to
die or to win. Surrender is unknown to a real ksatriya. In the age of Kali
there are so many pretenders dressed and posed like administrators or
executive heads, but their real identity is disclosed when they are
challenged by a real ksatriya. Therefore when the artificially dressed
personality of Kali saw that to fight Mahdrdja Pariksit was beyond his
ability, he bowed down his head like a subordinate and gave up his
royal dress. :

TEXT 30
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patitam padayor virah
krpaya dina-vatsalah

Saranyo navadhic chlokya
aha cedari hasann iva

patitam—fallen;  padayoh—at the feet; virah—the hero;
krpayd—out of compassion; dina-vatsalah—kind to the poor;
saranyah—one who is qualified to accept surrender; na—not; avadhit—
did kill; slokyah—one who is worthy of being sung: dha—said; ca—
also; idam—this; hasan—smiling; iva—like.

TRANSLATION

Maharaja Pariksit, who was qualified to accept surrender and
worthy of being sung in history, did not kill the poor surrendered
and fallen Kali, but smiled compassionately, for he was kind to the
poor.

PURPORT

Even an ordinary ksatriya does not kill a surrendered person, and
what to speak of Maharaja Pariksit, who was by nature compassionate
and kind to the poor. He was smiling because the artificially dressed Kali
had disclosed his identity as a lower-class man, and he was thinking how
ironic it was that although no one was saved from his sharp sword when
he desired to kill, the poor lower-class Kali was spared by his timely sur-
render. Mahirija Pariksit’s glory and kindness are therefore sung in
history. He was a kind and compassionate emperor, fully worthy of ac-
cepting surrender even from his enemy. Thus the personality of Kali was
saved by the will of Providence.

(continued in next issue)



A look at the worldwide activities of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Drug clinic superintendent Dr, Fraser McDonald (right) eets with His Holiness Tamala Krsna

Gosvami, one of ISKCON’s eleven initiating gurus. ‘*Expertise in a spiritual way of life.”

Dr. Fraser McDonald, Medical
Superintendent of the Parnell Drug
Clinic in Auckland, New Zealand, noted
recently that ‘‘the combination of our
medical care and the spiritual care from
the Hare Krsna philosophy has resulted
in a very powerful tool indeed for the
treatment of drug addiction, and for this
we are very grateful.”

As Lord Krsna explains in the
Bhagavad-gita, a person can give up bad
habits only if he develops a higher, spiri-
tual taste. When he experiences the
superior pleasure that comes from
within, he can easily give up the inferior
pleasure that comes from external

Hare Krsna Calendar

Krsna conscious devatees follow a spiritual calendar that
divides the year into twelve months, each named for a dif-
ferent form of Krspa, The devotees at the |SKCON center
nearest you will gladly tell you about the meaning of the
festivals listed here.

Year 493 Caltanya Era
Vaknava month of Hrsikeda (August 19-September 16, 1978)

August 26 (Hrsikesa &

August 27 |Hrglkeia 9)

August 29 (Hrgikeda 17)

¢ Kg3n  the

St

Appéarantﬁ Da-_v of Lo
Eryna [fasting).

Appearance of His
Divine Grace A. C,
Bhiktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

Annada-ekadast (fasting
from grains and beans).

September 7 (Hyslkesa 200

September 9 (Hrsikeda 22)

Septemnber 13 (Hrstkesa 26)

Appearance of &1
Sitadevt, conser of S
Advalta Prabihu

Appearance of S Lalita,

Partva-ekadal ifasting
from grains and beans)

September 14 (Hrslkeda 27)

September 15(Hrsikesa 28)

Seprember 16 (Hrsikeda 291

Appearance of Lord
vamanadeva,
Appearance of il [lva
Gosvami,

Appearance of Sl
Saccidananda
Bhaktivinoda Thakura.
Disappearance of Sila
Haridasa Thakura,

51 Vidvardpa- mahotsava.

sources like drugs.

Said Dr. McDonald, ‘‘Medicine as it
has been practiced in the West has con-
centrated far too much on the purely
mechanical, physical aspects of medicine
and has given ... absolutely nothing to
the religious or spiritual part of a per-
son’s being.... We at the Drug Clinic
have had to look around for people with
expertise in a spiritual way of life, so that
we could offer this to our recovering
drug addicts, and the Hare Krsna people
gave us a very warm welcome, offering
us facilities for long-term rehabilitation
of patients in a spiritually harmonious
atmosphere.”’

North India:
The Budding of
A Krsna Conscious State

Recently ISKCON opened a center in
the north Indian state of Manipur, at the
eastern end of the Himalayas. Manipur
has a population of 1.5 million, a total area
of 8,800 square miles, and world-
renowned scenery (including hillsides
covered with tropical fruit trees and
waterways filled with lotuses and lilies
that blossom after the monsoons).

Actually, Krsna consciousness is
nothing new to the citizens of Manipur.
The fifty-centuries-old Vedic literatures
recount that the royal family are descen-

dants of Arjuna, Lord Krsna’s famous
friend and disciple. After all these years,
daily life still centers on Lord Krsna. The
radio stations regularly broadcast Vedic
narrations of Krsna’s activities, and
people often come together and chant
the Hare Krsna maha-mantra, to the ac-
companiment of traditional hand cym-
bals and drums.

Coordinating ISKCON’s new center in
Manipur is SvarGipa Damodara dasa,
Ph.D., an American-educated chemist
who is a native of the area. The local
people have warmly welcomed him (as
well as devotees from Italy, Brazil, and
the U.S.), and they have been coming by
the thousands to Krsna conscious
festivals and seminars,

“This is a very old and aristocratic
Krsna conscious kingdom,’” wrote His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada. ““If this kingdom is
organized as a Krspa conscious state,
this revitalization will be a great success,
because for five thousand years this state
has maintained its identity. If the spirit of
Krsna consciousness is revived here, it
will be a wonderful place, renowned
throughout the world.”

Coordinating new center in Manipur is
native-born Svaripa Damodara dasa, Ph.D.

Editorial Correspondence
Address letters to

The Editors

BACK TO GODHEAD
3764 Watseka Avenue
Los Angeles

California 90034
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The Master

At Whose Feet
Other Masters Bow

Offerings to His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness,
On the Day He Appeared in This World

In the fall of 1896, His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada made his appearance in this world, and
each year at this time Srila Prabhupada’s disciples offer their
appreciation to him. The celebration is called Vyasa-paja and
gets its name from the great spiritual master Vyasa, who fifty
centuries ago put Lord Krsna’s teachings into writing. Srila
Prabhupida in his turn translated some seventy volumes of
these Vedic literatures into English, and through his inter-
national movement he spread the science of self-realization
and God consciousness throughout the world. Clearly, then,
he is a supereminent successor to Vyasa in the line of gurus
that has come down through the centuries from Lord Krsna.
The offerings on these pages are from the eleven disciples
Srila Prabhupdda chose to become gurus after him and so
assist him in carrying forward his life’s work.

Bhagavan dasa Maharaja

Srila Prabhupada,
you would always
tell us, “‘Just do as I
am doing,”” but just
like children, we were
very satisfied just to
witness with awe how
you were tirelessly
pushing and expand-
ing Lord Caitanya’s
movement all over the
world. But time being
the mind of the Lord,
we also witnessed Sri
Krsna’s supreme de-
sire to enjoy your loving association together with His other
eternal associates in Goloka [the spiritual world]. Thus,
along with the heavy weight of separation, the awesome re-

sponsibility of continuing the Krsna consciousness movement
of Caitanya Mahaprabhu has come to rest upon us. Now, like
a song which has captured the mind, your words resound day
and night in my heart: ‘‘Just do as [ am doing.”” But how is it
possible to be like you—you who are the embodiment of
truth, knowledge, and purity; the visible conclusion of the
Vedic scriptures; the swan amongst men; the Supreme Per-
sonality of Servitor Godhead? As Lord Caitanya’s confidential
associate, you have delivered to us His supreme order—amdra
ajfiaya guru hafa tara’ ei desa: ‘‘Become a spiritual master and
try to liberate everyone in this land!’’ This command, which
we had always felt that only you could carry, has now been
given by you to us. And because you have given us this order,
it can be fulfilled by your mercy alone.

Some people may scorn and laugh at how the new guru is
amusingly trying to imitate his father, just as a foolish child
puts on his father’s hat, coat, and shoes and tries to feel im-
portant. But such cynics do not believe in your inconceivable
and causeless mercy upon the fallen souls. Therefore, I pray at
your lotus feet that just as Krsna Himself agrees to manifest in
the Deity and thus give pleasure and strength to His devotees,
you may also manifest yourself in my stonelike heart, so that I
may give your disciples faith and encouragement to carry on
the mission you have started.

The power of your separation is uprooting my attachments
to this world, just as the hurricane uproots trees that have
been standing for hundreds and thousands of years. I fall
down at your lotus feet and beg again and again that you
please continue to guide me to speak as you would speak,
teach as you would teach, be bold as you were bold, and mer-
ciful as you were merciful, Due to my fallen condition I am
feeling low in love of Godhead and remorseful at having
hardly appreciated your association. In such a condition I am
slowly crawling back to your lotus feet and have given up
everything for you. Please, Srila Prabhupada, give me your
shelter.

Bhagavan dasa
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Bhavananda Goswami

n 1977 in Bombay, Srila

Prabhupada was translating
Srimad-Bhagavatam when he
called me to his desk and re-
lated to me that the years 1959
to 1968 were very, very dif-
ficult. There were so many
obstacles in his path and so
many materially difficult situa-
tions to face in establishing
and founding his ISKCON
society. Then he paused.
Looking at me, he said,
“Though I thought that those
were difficult years then, now [
realize that it was all Krsna's
asset. It was all Krsna's gift

to me.”
| There is no political leader,
Sy there is no social reformer,
i there is not even a modern

e religious leader who has done
or could do what Srila Prabhu-
pada has accomplished in just a
few years. He underwent so
many difficulties in setting the guidelines and goals for the en-
tire human society to become sane and peaceful, Not only
could no other so-called big personality do it—no other big
personality in this world would even care to do it. No one else
ever really cared for me; no one else ever spoke the truth to
me; no one else even knew what the truth was. History will
show that Srila Prabhupada is just like the rising moon. And as
the moon rises, all the glowworms (the so-called big, modern
personalities) will diminish and disappear under the full shin-
ing light of Srila Prabhupada’s love for Lord Krsna. He has
changed the course of history. He has changed the course of
science. He has altered the insane path of this modern civiliza-
tion. And me: he has changed my life from one of despair and
suffering into a full life of bliss and knowledge, and that is why
I love him.

Harsaduita Swami

Bhavananda Goswami

e stood by in helpless awe
As you calmly departed amidst the
roar
Of faithful devotees who loved you more
Than anyone has ever been loved
before,
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Now that you’ve departed from this
place,
1 always think of Your Divine Grace;
How long till I’il exhaust my days,
And meet you again face to face?
I have no fear, I have no doubt,
About your orders and carrying them
out.

Up, down, east, west, north, and south,
Preaching is life, the eternal bout.

Constantly merged in the ocean of bliss,
I repeatedly think, “How is this?"’

Perhaps your blessings have gone amiss,
Like decorating a pig with a kiss,

Wherever I preach I feel at home,
Remembering how you did also roam;

Never afraid of the strange or unknown,
Repeating your words I am never

alone.

This my offering, my prayer is done;
Please allow me to beg your pardon
For exhibiting myself so dumb,
As one who with a candle tries to
illuminate the sun,

Harhsadata Swami

uman beings are

factually insig-
nificant in numbers
when compared to the
other living entities.
There are 8,400,000
species of life, and
only 400,000 of them
are human species.
The others are wvast
numbers of aquatics,
reptiles, insects, birds,
beasts, and plants.
Rarely do we find
human beings who are
civilized 1o the degree
that they can under-
stand higher states of consciousness beyond the everyday
affairs of eating, sleeping, mating, and defending and what-
ever so-called recreations one wastes his time in. Fewer still
have understood that they are not their bodies. It is very dif-
ficult to be unattached to this material body, but even more
difficult is understanding one’s actual position as an eternal
servant of Krsna. After many years of cultivating such under-
standing, a small handful become perfectly pure devotees, and
of these only the most fortunate may receive a full dose of
transcendental energy from the Supreme Lord. Krsna-sakti
vind nahe tdra pravartana: those who are spreading this Krsna
consciousness movement all over the world are not only pure
devotees of the Supreme Lord, but are directly empowered by
Him to create other devotees. Therefore Srila Prabhupada is
such a perfectly empowered preacher. Being completely con-
trolled by Krsna, he is completely free from the control of




mdyd [the Lord’s illusory, material energy]. Because he is the
greatest proponent of Krsna consciousness in the Western
world, he has not only spread Krsna’s name and words
throughout human society, but he has empowered others to
do so on his behalf. Therefore his opulences are expanding
unlimitedly. One cannot properly offer him praise. It is said
that Ananta-$esa has not been able to fully describe the glories
of the Lord with his thousand mouths vibrating them since
the creation of the universe, since the opulences of the Lord
are ever expanding. We have also not seen the limits of Srila
Prabhupada’s mercy. Rather, we are just beginning to under-
stand its depth and magnitude, exactly as one cannot under-
stand the greatness of the iceburg by seeing its tip protruding
from the water. Therefore we can simply stand before him,
humbly offering our praise and praying for his mercy upon us,
since we have no other shelter than his lotus feet; they are
offering shelter to the whole universe. We have fully surren-
dered unto those lotus feet, and we are firmly holding on to
them. We pray that we may be worthy of expanding his glories
more and more throughout the world.

Harikesa Swami

Hrdayananda dasa Goswami

ear Srila Prabhu-
pada,

Please accept my
most respectful obei-
sances at your lotus
feet.

You have made me
a Vaisnava guru. And
how much more [ now
appreciate your vast
and wonderful Krsna
consciousness! 1 have
accepted many disci-
ples, and the weight of
this burden of love has
broken my youthful energy. The weight has crushed, like
helpless birds, my power to enjoy this world.

Guru means “‘heavy.”” The weight of the responsibility you
have given me is like a colossal anchor dragging my mind in-
ward to Krsna.

As I struggle, with tears in my eyes, to serve you, how I
marvel at what you did, at what you are!

How perfect was your life on earth! How powerfully you
preached Krsna’s message! How enchanting were the depths
of your singing voice! And how awesome and brilliant was
your voice as you revealed the inescapable network of
Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhdgavatam!

How gracefully you devastated the enemies of God! How
mercifully you cared for us as we huddled under your tender
wing!

O limitless Jagad-guru! O most perfect spiritual master! Be
even more kind to me now. I am a broken animal who lovingly
yet pathetically struggles to pull his master’s carriage. Pull me
into the world of Krsna! And place me as an atom at your lotus
feet.

Your fallen servant,
Hrdayananda dasa Goswami

Jayapataka Swami

he great tidal

wave of love of
Krsna (started by
Lord Caitanya Maha-
prabhu and Lord Ni-
tyananda Prabhu
nearly 492 years ago in
Sri Mayapur) was kept
in a reservoir within
India waiting for you,
Srila Prabhupada, to
break the dam! Now
that you've released
the divine flood-
waters, there is no restraining their forward progress. Just as
in the great universal inundation gradually everything is sub-
merged, so the ocean of ecstatic chanting of the Hare Krsna
mantra is swelling, and already the creatures of the dry land
are being drowned. Only a few birdlike persons are hovering
stranded on the mental plane, but soon they will also have no
place to land except within these ecstatic waters. Your Divine
Grace has brought to this dark, cold, and misdirected world
unparalleled good fortune, eternal knowledge, and transcen-
dental bliss. Your sacred message and divine personality are
self-illuminating and ‘‘brilliant as the sun’’! Therefore, 1 beg
to offer my respectful obeisances unto your divine lotus feet
on this holy Vyisa-piija day.

Queen Rukmini of Dvaraka, while talking with her female
confidantes, appreciated her great fortune. Unlike other
women, who have ordinary husbands with bodies made of
skin, bone, blood, stool, mucus, hair, and pus, Rukminidevi
had as her eternal husband Lord Krsna, who has a transcen-
dental body of eternal blissful knowledge and beauty. Srila
Prabhupada, how will we ever be able to repay you for bring-
ing us under the shelter of our real and eternal friends: Their
Lordships Sri $ri Radha-Madhava and Their eternal associ-
ates?

The Golden Avatara, Lord Caitanya, has manifested Him-
self as a gigantic tree; this tree is the tree of love of God. Si-
multaneously, Lord Caitanya has also become the gardener.
ISKCON is one of the massive branches of this divine tree.
Srila Prabhupada, you have revealed that ISKCON is non-
different from your body. As gardener, Lord Caitanya wanted
to distribute the fruits to everyone, but single-handedly how
many fruits could He give? Seeing Lord Caitanya’s anxiety
and wanting to relieve it, Your Divine Grace has profusely dis-
tributed the fruits of the tree of love of God. And you have en-
joined everyone to eat those fruits of love of Krsna to their full
satisfaction and to also distribute them to everyone they meet.
These fruits have neither skin nor pit; rather, they are pure
nectar! Being handed down intact in disciplic succession by the
devotees of Lord Caitanya, their sweetness is ever-increasing.
These fruits are coming along with the Hare Krsna mantra
from Goloka Vrndavana, the highest planet in the spiritual
sky, which is far, far beyond this material universe. Those
who are tasting these fruits of love of God are recognizable be-
cause they are always chanting Hare Krsna and trying to help
others. Thus, Srila Prabhupada, in offering you respects we
worship ISKCON and your devotees as your divine exten-
sions. Your Divine Grace has proven yourself the greatest
benefactor to the fallen and deluded souls in this modern age.
We love you for what you are, and hankering for your eternal
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service and association, we bow our heads down at your divine
lotus feet. All glories to you, Srila Prabhupada!

Jayapataka Swami

Jayatirtha dasa Maharaja

Submiued with an
attitude of great
awe and reverence to
the lotus feet of my
eternal spiritual guide
and preceptor, His
Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, on his
most glorious ap-
pearance day.

O spiritual master,
all living entities are
born into this material
world in dark ignorance and are overcome by desire and hate.
They do not know from where they have come or for what
reason they have taken birth. Neither do they see the purpose
of life, and they are in fear of what will become of them at
death. Wanting to find happiness and avoid distress, they
labor hard, but with no good result. Seeking help, they attach
themselves to leaders who promise salvation but are them-
selves in delusion. Thus the blind follow the blind, and all of
them fall deeper into the dark well of material existence.

You, O spiritual master, are an eternal resident of the spiri-
tual universe, which is filled with bliss and knowledge. Out of
mercy for us fallen souls you descended to deliver the
message of Lord Krsna, to ignite the torchlight of knowledge
in the hearts of everyone so that they could see the truth and
understand themselves to be eternal spiritual souls, the
wayward sons of God. On coming to the Western world, you
found us technologically advanced but spiritually dead. You
taught us to call out the names of God with devotion and to
reform our sinful habits. You breathed life into our hearts and
engladdened us. You began a revolution in consciousness, and
you trained us how to carry it forward. And then one day last
November you departed.

O spiritual master, overwhelmed with grief out of separa-
tion from you, we took solace in your instructions, and in your
words we found the strength to continue. Although the ma-
terialists will not understand this, we feel your presence with
us now even more than before, and we hear you giving us
guidance from within our hearts. Your mission was a mission
of kindness, and now we want to show to others the kindness
that you showed to us. It was a mission of enlightenment, and
now we wish to enlighten others with the knowledge that you
have given us. Your mission was authorized by Lord Krsna
Himself, and now you have authorized us to continue it.

O Srila Prabhupéda, on this, the first anniversary of your
appearance to be celebrated.after your departure, we pause;
and with a great seriousness and depth of commitment we
pledge ourselves to continue with your work. The light which
came into the world with your birth has not departed, With it
you have lighted tens of thousands of others, and you have
left us the secret of how to light more and more. And by your
grace we will do so, until the darkness of this age is just a bitter
memory and the pain of ignorance is felt no more.

Praying for your mercy, I remain,

Your humble servant,
Jayatirtha dasa
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Kirtanananda Swami

hen a person
W receives a very
nice present, he some-
times says, ‘I don't
know how 1 can thank
you enough.”! Who,
then, can even esti-
mate the debt of grati-
tude we owe to you!
You have given us
Krsna—the begin-
ning, middle, and end
of everything there is.
How can we repay you for this matchless gift?

Materialists are amazed that we have ‘‘given up” every-
thing. They don’t know that we have actually gained every-
thing by obtaining Krsna. No one in the material world can
possess anything. It is all controlled by Krsna. It is all taken
away at the time of death. But all the nice engagements you
have given us—chanting, dancing, feasting, and philosophy—
cannot be diminished by time or stolen by death.

You have made us immortal. Although the greatest ma-
terialists—big scientific brains and sovereign kings—try to
escape death, they are always defeated. But we who are most
insignificant have been blessed with eternity, knowledge, and
unlimited happiness, all due to Your Divine Grace,

No, we can never repay you. But we can always continue to
glorify you, broadcast your mission, and hold your re-
membrance within the core of our hearts. As long as we do
so, you will be pleased with us and we will also be happy. This
type of debt, in which both parties remain satisfied, is truly
very nice. Please continue to accept our obeisances again and
again,

Your humble servant,
Kirtaninanda Swami

Ramesvara Swami

efore I met you,

Srila Prabhu-
pada, I had no life. My
heart was like stone,
covered by dust ac-
cumulated over many,
many births, Without
awakening my original
consciousness of love
of Sri Krsna, the
Supreme Personality
of Godhead, [ re-
mained asleep in the
darkness of condi-
tional life, suffering repeated birth and death. When I began to
follow your instructions, I found them to be like a torch which
caused the stonelike dirt in my consciousness to melt, and |
began to feel real life.

Now you have left us to carry out your instructions, but [
know that you are still with us. You reside eternally in the
hearts of all your disciples. If we go on following your instruc-
tions carefully, we will certainly see you protecting us and
showing us how to distribute your mercy and love all over the
world, Thus, all living entities will float in the ocean of love of
Krsna that you have brought to the Western world.




Therefore, my humble offering on your appearance day is
that you take complete charge of me and let your mission be
my entire life and soul. You specifically instructed me as
follows: ‘““We are the only hope for the human society to
receive real knowledge. And our books are the only real thing.
So it may take some time, but one day all this rubbish culture
of slaughterhouses and brothels and this rubbish philosophy
that God is dead and life comes from matter can be replaced.”

You said your only ambition is that everyone may become
enlightened, though they are now deprived of that chance.
You assured me, “‘In the future there wiii be a history of how
Vedic culture was brought to America. We are introducing a
new style of life and civilization. Everything should be ideal.
Others have never dreamt of such a civilization: free life,
happy life, no anxiety, and hope—great hope, that we are
going back home, back to Godhead. Through increased dis-
tribuition of our books, America and then the whole world will
become Krsna conscious. All the world is in darkness. The
scientists like Darwin and Freud are all in darkness. One day
the whole world will appreciate how we have changed the face
of the world from darkness to light.”’

Kindly allow this transcendental message to be firmly fixed
in my mind and heart, and engage me in helping you spread
Lord Caitanya’s movement to every town and village

throughout the world. Your insignificant servant,

Ramesvara Swami

Satsvaropa dasa Goswami

he spiritual mas-

A oy o ter is the sum

" ; total of all the

demigods. The whole

world pays homage

unto you, Srila Prabhu-
pada.

When I first met
Your Divine Grace in
1966, I was lost and
fallen. It was my
inestimable good for-
tune that I became
your disciple. 1 did
your typing tasks,
donated my salary,
and brought you a daily mango. You preached in the park and
in your room and in the temple. Before long, I knew you were
the representative of Krsna. You dealt with us with so much
affection. Love—the kind not given by any mother, father,
sister, brother, daughter, son, friend, or so-called lover. But
you gave it—because you gave us back our lost relationship
with the Supreme Beloved of all living beings, Lord Krsna, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead,

And not just to me or just to a few, but you gave it to
millions—pure love of God. Krsna empowered you to deliver
the whole world. You traveled all over the world, so humbly
arriving at each place, grave and simple—but always carrying
in your heart and voice the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

The world desperately needs obedience to God, service to
God, love of God. When you were here it was clear that only
you in the entire world were delivering unalloyed love of God.
This isn’t said whimsically, but after examining the evidence.
You severely chastised atheists, whether they were Nobel-
Prize-winning scientists, powerful politicians, or world-

esteemed humanitarians. “Whoever denies God is a fool and
a rascal.”’ In your books you have given the foundation for a
Krsna conscious world order,

Srila Prabhupada, I know you are still preaching and living,
and I’'m praying that you will always protect and guide us and
continuously manifest your mercy in the world. Let us con-
tinue working on your behalf in this kingdom of mdya (illu-
sion), saving the lost souls from repeated sufferings of birth
and death. Let us bring them love of Krsna, as you so kindly

brought it to us.

Satsvaripa dasa Goswami

Tamala Krsna Goswami

merciful master,
Timely you came,
Freely distributing
The Lord’s holy name.
The pious, the sinful,
You made no distinction,
Their material existence
Cast into extinction.

Mahaprabhu’s mission
In your hands was placed,
To offer the whole world

Krsna’s sweet name to taste.

Within the heart

Selfish desires ceasing,
Krsna-bhakt*

Ever increasing.

Enter a minister

With lust, anger, and greed,
But in his heart

You have planted a seed.

Powerful those forces
Which lay within,
Causing the minister
Repeatedly to sin.

But not so powerful

As the seed you have sown,
And with your care,

The plant that has grown.
Arrogant, proud,

A wayward minister,
But by your influence,

No longer sinister.

Evil forces
Tried to attack,
But with your knowledge
You forced them back.
False prestige and pride
Cut by your sword,
I seek your shelter,
O merciful lord.

Stripped of illusions,
A naked soul,
I wish to fulfill
Life’s cherished goal.
Please take my hand
And guide me true.
In exchange my life
I consign to you.

The sdstra** proclaims you
As “‘servitor Lord,”

Free of false motives,
Serving without reward.

Austerity is your weaith,
Bhakti your rule.

Now 1 surrender,
Please make me your tool.

To heaven or hell,
By your order I shall go,
To preach the glories
Of the eternal soul.
Eastward-bound
To a God-forgetting land,
Departing with your order,
Beneath your blessing hand.

Tamala Krsna Goswami

* krsna-bhakti: devotional service to Lord Krsna.
**sdstra: revealed scripture; specifically, ancient India’s Vedic literature. @
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Questions People As
About Chanti

HARE KRSNA HARE KRSNA KRSNA KRSNA HARE HARE
HARE RAMA HARE RAMA RAMA RAMA HARE HARE

Q. I want to get back in harmony with
nature. Can chanting Hare Krsna help me
do that?

A. For sure. Say you're walking along a
forest path at 6 A.M. As you notice the
sandy floor under your feet, the stream
flowing nearby, the sun on the horizon,
the cool breeze, and the sounds of the
birds, you're experiencing what the
Bhagavad-gita singles out as the five
basic natural elements: earth, water, fire,
air, and ether. Beyond these five are
subtler elements like your mind (which
takes in all these experiences) and your
intelligence (which sorts them out). As
the Gita also explains, the source of all
these natural elements is Lord Krsna. So
when you chant the Hare Krsna maha-
mantra, you're in harmony with nature,
because you’re in harmony with nature’s
source,

Q. Can't I harmonize with nature by back-
packing, jogging, or surfing?

A. Perhaps, in some limited sense. But
we also have to realize that no matter
how much we harmonize with nature,
she’ll finally stop the music. We’'ll all
have to get old and diseased and die, and
then our backpacking, jogging, and surf-
ing days will be over. But in Lord
Krsna’s transcendental world everyone
lives in lasting harmony, and by chanting
the Hare Krsna maha-mantra we can go
there. That way we’ll never have to come
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back to this world of birth and death.
(Otherwise, by the law of karma, a back-
packer might come back as a mountain
goat, a jogger as a terrier, a surfer as a
shark.)

Q. Can chanting Hare Krsna help me to
see God in nature?

A. Yes. Of course, even without chant-
ing, you can still get something of a
glimpse of Him. For instance, in the
Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna says, “‘Of
bodies of water, I am the ocean. ...l am
the light of the sun and moon. ... 1 am
the pure taste of water.”” So whether you
chant or not, the ocean shows you some-
thing about His greatness; the sun and
moon, His brilliance; and the taste of
water, His purity. And when you chant
the mahd-manitra, the more you'll see
Krsna's presence in all these things. And
what’s more, when you chant you’ll ex-
perience Krsna’s full personality, be-
cause the Lord is fully present in His
names.

Q. Can chanting help me get in harmony

with my inner self? If so, how?
A. Yes, chanting Hare Krsna can also
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help you do that. As we were saying
earlier, all the basic natural elements
(the elements that make up our sur-
roundings and our bodies) come from
Lord Krsna. And so does the spiritual or
conscious element—the inner self. The
inner self is the soul, which animates the
body with consciousness. Most people
aren’t aware of the inner self. They think
the self is the body, and they try to
satisfy the body instead of the real self
within. But when you chant Hare Krsna,
you feel harmony with your inner self,
because your inner self is in harmony
with Krsna, the Supreme Self.

Q. I've read that if I chant Hare Kysna, I'll
become self-realized. But I've also read that
if I chant Hare Krsna, I'll become God-
realized. Which is it?

A.It’s both. Say you want to look at
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yourseli‘ but you're out in the
countryside on a pitch-black night; you’ll
have to wait till you see the sun coming
up. In the same way, if you want to real-
ize your self, you'll have to realize
Krsna, the Supreme Self: when the
Krsna sun comes up, your darkness
about self-realization will disappear.
When you chant Hare Krsna, you're be-
coming both God-realized and self-
realized.

Q. How long will it take me to become self-
realized by chanting Hare Krsna?

A. Why not right away? The Vedic
literatures give many examples of people
who have taken up the chanting of Hare
Krsna and have quickly achieved the
highest level of self-realization. Gen-
erally, of course, self-realization is a
gradual process. It may not happen all at
once. But if you chant sincerely and pa-
tiently, then Krsna will disclose every-
thing to you, even in this one lifetime.

Q. What if you chant Hare Krsna but don’t
achieve full realization in this life?

A. In case you don’t complete the pro-
cess in this lifetime, you'll get a chance
in your next lifetime to take up where

you left off. As the Bhagamd-g’{rq..

assures, you'll be born in a rich or schol-
arly family, so that you'll have facility for
completing your self-realization. This is
one of the great benefits of chanting
Hare Krsna even a little bit, because if
someone doesn’t chant at all, his karma
will likely carry him to a lifetime as a
plant or animal.

Q. To chant Hare Krsna, do I have to be a
vegetarian?

A. No, but it helps. If you're eating flesh,
it’s not possible to experience the full
benefit of chanting Krsna's names. It’s
best to eat prasdda, ‘‘the Lord’s mercy,'”
vegetarian foods that have been offered

to Krsna with love. By eating this spiri-

tual food you'll purify your body and
mind, and then the chanting will act
more powerfully for you. Amazingly,
self-realization begins with the tongue:

you taste spiritual food and chant
Krsna's names. If you do these two
things as often as you can, you'll ex-
perience an ever-increasing spiritual
pleasure.

Q. How can I be sure I'll see Krsna just by
chanting His name?

A. As with practically everything else
you do, you have to start out with a little
faith. Suppose you go to a travel agent,
and he says he can give you a ticket to fly
to Paris. Now, if you're not going to
believe him, then what’s the sense in
going to him? You have to have a little

faith that if you get the ticket and board

the plane, you’ll get to Paris. In the same
way, you'll need a little faith to take up

‘the process of chanting Hare Krsna. But
_if you do take it up, you’re sure to see
Krsna in the end, ]
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The Transcendental Pastimes of Lord Krsna

The Killing
Of the Great Python

With His friends well on their way into the mouth of the python,
Krsna wondered how He could kill him yet save them.

ive thousand years ago Lord
F Krsna, the Supreme Personality of

Godhead, played as a cowherd boy
in the north Indian village of Vrndavana.
One day Krsna wanted to go to the forest
with all His cowherd boyfriends and
have a picnic. As soon as He got up from
bed, Krsna blew His buffalo horn and
called all His friends together. Then,
keeping their calves just ahead of them,
all the boys started for the forest.

Krsna had thousands of cowherd boy-
friends, and each one was taking care of
thousands of calves. Krsna’s own calves
were innumerable. We may talk of
hundreds, thousands, tens of thousands,
millions, billions, trillions, and tens of
trillions of calves, but Krsna had incon-
ceivably more calves than that. Our tiny
brains may not be able to comprehend
this, but the Supreme Lord is never
limited by our conceptions. Nothing is
impossible for Him.

For ornaments all the boys were wear-
ing quartz crystals, small conchshells,
pearls, and gold. And when they went
into the forest, they also playfully deco-
rated themselves with green leaves,
bunches of beautiful flowers, peacock
feathers, and colorful minerals such as
red clay. Each boy also carried a stick, a
flute, a buffalo horn, and a lunch bag.

While the boys were walking through
the forest, one of them would steal
another’s lunch bag and pass it to a third.
And when the boy whose lunch was
stolen tried to get it back, the boy who
had it would throw it to someone else.
All the other boys would laugh, but
when the owner became disheartened
and started to cry, they would give his
lunch bag back to him.

Sometimes Krsna went ahead to a dis-
tant place to view an especially beautiful
part of the forest. Then all the cowherd
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boys tried to run and catch up and be the
first to touch Him. One boy would shout,
“I’ll be the first to touch Krsna!”’ And
another boy would say, ““Oh no, you
won’t! I'll touch Krsna first!”’

The cowherd boys would play in all
sorts of ways. Some played their flutes or
blew their buffalo horns, others imitated
the buzzing of the bees, and still others
imitated the sound of the cuckoos. The
boys danced along after the peacocks or
imitated the graceful movements of the
swans or sat silently with the ducks.
They also ran after birds’ shadows along
the ground and tried to follow their exact
courses. Some of the boys caught
monkeys by the tail and played with
them, and when the monkeys jumped up
into the trees, the boys followed them. If
a monkey made a face and showed its
teeth, the boys would do the same. A
number of boys went to the waterfalls
and crossed the river Yamuna. Often
they 'played with the frogs on the bank,
and when the frogs jumped in the water,
the boys dove in after them. When the
boys came out, they would look at their
own reflections in the water and stand
mimicking and laughing. They would
also go to an empty well and make loud
sounds. Then when the echo came back,
they would call it names and make fun of
it. .. . After stocking up pious activities
in many previous lives, the cowherd
boys were seeing Krsna face to face and
playing with Him as a friend.

Just then the demon Aghasura ap-
peared before Krsna and the cowherd
boys. Aghasura happened to be the
younger brother of Pilitand and Baka-
sura, two demons who had previously
tried to harm Krsna. Aghasura thought,
““This Krsna has killed my brother and
sister—now I shall kill Him and His
friends and calves. That way all their

mothers and fathers will also die, be-
cause these children are their life and
soul. When the children die, their
parents will die of grief.”

Through his mystic power Aghasura
took the form of an eight-mile-long
python. At first, the boys thought the
demon was just a statue. But then one
boy said, ‘‘Just see—isn’t this more like
a big serpent lying down in the road and
widening his mouth to eat all of us?”’

Another boy said, ““Yes, what you say
is true. The mouth of this animal appears
to be like a big dark cave; his teeth are
like mountain peaks, and his tongue is
like a long highway. This hot fiery wind
is his breath, and because of all the dead
bodies he has eaten, it smells like burn-
ing flesh.”

After talking about him this way and
that way, the cowherd boys decided to
walk right into the demon’s mouth.
““How can he swallow us all at once?”’
they reasoned. ‘‘And even if this python
did swallow us all, he could not swallow
Krsna. Krsna would kill him, just as He
killed Bakasura.”” All the boys looked at
the beautiful lotuslike face of Krsna and
began to clap and smile. Now they
marched along with their calves toward
the gigantic serpent’s open jaws.

Krsna could see that the big snake was
actually a great demon, but while He was
planning how to save His friends, they
entered Aghéasura’s mouth and walked
right into his cavernous belly. Yet
Aghasura didn’t devour them. He was
thinking, ‘‘Everyone has entered except
Krsna, who has killed my brother and
sister.”

When Krsna saw that His dearmost
friends were out of His hands and were
within the belly of Aghasura, He won-
dered for a moment just what He would
do—how He could kill the demon and at
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the same time save the cowherd boys
and calves. Finally, Krsna went into the
demon’s mouth.

All the demigods had gathered in the
clouds to watch, and they cried, ‘‘Alas!
Alas!” At the same time, Aghasura’s
friends, who were all eaters of flesh and
blood, became very happy.

While Aghasura was trying to smash
Krsna and His companions, the Lord ex-
panded Himself within the demon’s
throat. To counter, Aghasura expanded
his own body, but still he found himself
choking. His big eyes rolled violently,
and he quickly suffocated. His life air
could not come out, but finally it burst
out of a hole in the upper part of his

skull. Aghdsura’s spirit soul came out
like a dazzling light, illuminating all
directions, and it hovered in the sky.
After the demon’s body had dropped
dead, Krsna brought all the cowherd
boys and calves back to consciousness
with His transcendental glance, and then
He led them out of the demon’s mouth.
At that moment Aghasura’s glittering
soul merged into Krsna’s body. Agha-
sura was certainly very sinful, and
generally it is impossible for the sinful to
merge into the existence of the Absolute
Truth. But in this particular case, be-
cause the all-pure Lord Himself had en-
tered Aghasura’s body, the demon
became fully cleansed of all sinful con-

'In Your Own Home

Krsna consciousness. After
hearing and reading about it,
perhaps now you're wondering
whether you could experience it for
yourself more fully. The answer is
yes, With our Aids to Meditation
and Bhakti-Yoga, you can ex-
perience the inner peace and fulfill-
ment of Krsna consciousness on
your own. What you'll receive in-
cludes...

e Srila Prabhupéada’s introduc-
tory book The Science of
Self-Realization

» A set of meditation beads for
chanting the maha-mantra

e A cloth bag for the meditation
beads

» Handcarved wooden neck
beads

o A pack of assorted Spiritual
Sky incense

o A handcrafted brass incense
burner

e Three beautiful 8" X 10" color
prints with frames as shown:
Srila Prabhupada, Sri Sri
Radha-Krsna, and Lord
Caitanya with His principal
associates

» And a brief meditation
manual

All of this would ordinarily cost
$20.95, but we've put it together as
a package for only $14.95.

Please order by using coupon on .'nSJde back cover.
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tamination. Aghasura received a spiri-
tual body and returned to the spiritual
world. Here is proof that the Supreme
Lord always does good to everyone.
Even when Krsna kills someone, that
person is liberated.

On seeing Lord Krsna and the cow-
herd boys and calves coming out of
Aghiasura’s mouth, the demigods in the
sky felt overwhelmed with joy and at
once showered flowers. The celestial
dancing girls began to dance, and the
Gandharvas, who are famed for their
singing, offered songs of prayer. Drum-
mers beat their kettledrums, the
brahmana priests recited Vedic hymns,
and all Lord Krsna’s devotees chanted,
““Jaya! Jaya! All glories to the Supreme
Personality of Godhead!”

The gigantic mouth of Aghdsura
stayed open for some time before gradu-
ally drying up. For many days it re-
mained a favorite place where Krsna and
His cowherd boyfriends enjoyed their
pleasure pastimes. o]

[Adapted by Drutakarmd ddsa from Srimad-
Bhagavatam, translation and commentary by His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.]

Self-Interest

(continued from page 5)

na tad bhasayate suryo

na sasanko na pavakah
yad gatva na nivartante

tad dhama paramam mama

““My abode is not illumined by the sun
or moon, or by electricity. One who
reaches it never returns to this material
world.”

So, we have to become Krsna con-
scious by scrutinizingly studying this au-
thoritative book, Srimad Bhagavad-gita,
without creating a fashionable in-
terpretation. We have to hear it as it is.
What Krsna says, He says for all time. It
does not change. Take the verse which
we are just now discussing. He says that
it does not matter what occupation you
are in; you simply have to change your
consciousness. You are now guided by
the consciousness of self-interest, of
sense gratification. Not exactly self-
interest, because we do not know what
our self-interest is. Rather, sense in-
terest—not self-interest, but sense in-
terest. Whatever we are doing we are
doing to satisfy our senses. This con-
sciousness has to change. We have to
satisfy Krsna. If this Krsna conscious-
ness is invoked, then our life will be suc-
cessful. Thank you very much. gk
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apoem by Citraketu dasa

There’s nothing
so sublime and pure
As knowledge

of the soul
And loving service

to the Lord
As part

unto the whole.
Of knowledge

'tis the ripened fruit

For which

the mystics long.
Whoever tastes it

finds a joy
Which makes

the spirit strong.

The faithful man

who is absorbed
In knowledge

such as this
Can conquer

over lust and hate
To taste

the highest bliss.

The doubting soul
can find no joy
In this world
or the next,
The faithless man
fore'er remains
Bewildered
and perplexed.

But one

who is a friend to God
And lives

for Him alone
Can feel

a special joy within,
To others

quite unknown.

lllusion spawned
these fev'rish doubts
Which in your heart
arise.
With sword of knowledge
firm in hand
Defeat
her cunning lies.

Thus armed with knowledge
stand and fight,
O conqu'ror
of the foe,
And God
will give you victory
Wherever
Yyou may go.

BACK TO GODHEAD 35




NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

How To Tell the Difference Between the Cheaters and the Teachers

There have always been cheaters pos-
ing as gurus. Many thousands of years
ago, the demon Ravana dressed himself
as a svami to win an audience with Sita,
the wife of Lord Ramacandra (an incar-
nation of Lord Krsna). Ravana kid-
napped Sita, but Lord Ramacandra killed
him. Five thousand years ago, when the
Lord appeared in the world in His
original form as Krsna, He dealt with
another cheater: King Paundraka
donned an extra set of arms, in imitation
of Lord Krsna’s four-armed Visnu form,
and demanded that Krsna worship him.
Again, the Lord did away with the
cheater personally.

The current age presents a special
dilemma. To begin with, as the ancient
Srimad-Bhagavatam predicts, most
people are spiritually lazy and ignorant.
And what’s more, when they finally
bring themselves to search for a guru,
they find thousands of latter-day Ra-
vanas and Paundrakas. Granted, today’s
cheaters are insignificant next to those
personally dispatched by Lord Krsna,
but they're running unchecked. There
are no laws against pretending to be a
great gury or even God Himself, So it’s
extremely difficult to stop the cheating
“eurus’’ and ‘‘incarnations.’’ But
Vaisnavas (devotees of the Lord) have
to try, at least, to expose them.

Nowadays, the cheaters are so brazen
that even when caught in the most scan-
dalous behavior, they matter-of-factly
admit they're cheating—because they
know their followers will go on worship-
ing them anyway. One famous ‘“guru”
had an affair and tried to pass his consort
off as the divine mother of the universe.
After the divine union broke up, he
simply said his mate was no longer the
divine mother, and the ‘‘disciples’ went
along with it. Other so-called gurus make
drastic doctrinal shifts whenever it
seems their popularity is slipping, After
all, next year's meditational techniques
may make this year’s eternal truths look
passé. So the cheater may have to change
his act, much like a popular entertainer.
And how many times have thousands of
people paid millions of dollars, only to
discover that they all received the same
“‘secret”” mantra? But still the cheated
come forward and pay even higher fees
for new ‘‘secrets,”” like levitation. [t
makes you wonder: what’s the use of
telling people they're being cheated
when they already know?
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One positive note—the recent wide
distribution of authentic translations of
ancient India’s Vedic literatures. Though
the cheaters often say they base their
teachings on these books, the books
themselves draw a clear line between the
cheaters and the genuine teachers:

The pseudo svamis and yogis and man-made
gods do not believe in the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, and thus they are
known as pasandis, offenders. They them-
selves are fallen and cheated, because they
do not know the real path of spiritual ad-
vancement, and whoever goes to them is
certainly cheated in his turn. When one is
thus cheated, he sometimes takes shelter of
the real followers of Vedic principles, who
teach everyone to worship the Supreme
Personality of Godhead according to the
directions of the Vedic literatures.

(Srimad-Bhdgavatam 5.14.30)

In other words, if you want to find a
bona fide guru, you have to consult the
standard literatures (the Vedic litera-
tures) and the standard spiritual mas-
ters, who come in disciplic succes-
sion (parampard) from Lord Krsna. Five
thousand years ago the Vedic literatures
were put into written form by an incarna-
tion of Krsna named Vyasadeva, and
even today the spiritual master’s chair is
called a vydsasana. To sit there, a guru
has to teach exactly what Vyasa did, and
he has to be a disciple of a spiritual
master who comes in succession from
Vydsa. Another symptom: the guru's life
must show that he is personally con-
vinced of the message the Vedic
literatures set forth—namely, “Worship
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.”

It’s much in vogue today to say that all
teachings are the same. ‘‘“Take any path
you want,”’ the cheaters say, ‘‘They all
lead to the same place.”” But common
sense says that if you buy an airline
ticket to New York, you'd better not try
to hop a plane to L.A. And the Upanisads
say, ‘‘One result is obtained by worship-
ing the supreme cause of all causes, and
another is obtained by worshiping that
which is not supreme.”’ Different forms
of worship or meditation will lead you to
different goals, and only through devo-
tional service to the Supreme Godhead
can you transcend the cycle of repeated
birth and death and attain eternity, bliss,
and knowledge in the kingdom of God.

Nor can a genuine guru be a de-
bauchee or a ‘““New Age’’ hero given to

mundane psychology, frivolous sports,
rock music, or other whimsical games
and speculations. Even self-realized per-
sons have to follow basic standards of
morality. Avoidance of illicit sex, meat-
eating, gambling, and intoxication is pre-
requisite not just for some people but for
anyone interested in actual spiritual life,
Anyone who claims to be above these
standards is following in the footsteps of
Riavana, and his followers will join him
in ruin. A real guru has to be a humble
representative of the Supreme, a servant
of God.

We have attempted to give a public
warning about the cheaters who take the
name of svgmis and ‘‘god-men.” The
whole purpose for going to a spiritual
teacher is to find the genuine path of
God-realization and self-realization. But
if we go to a cheater, we're only cheating
ourselves; we'll have to stay within the
cycle of repeated birth and death. Yet
even as we issue this warning, we know
that it won't stop the moths from enter-
ing the fire of the false gurus. So we're
interested more in the innocent—and in
the cynics. Anyone who is actually sin-
cere about finding the genuine path
shouldn’t conclude that all spiritual life
is a fraud, even in the midst of this bad
age. There's an old story about a man
whose dishes were stolen—he decided
that from then on, he'd eat off the floor.
No, even though one may have been
cheated once—or twice—he has to go on
with the business of life, striving to find
the truth.

The human form of life is meant for
self-realization, so we have to take guid-
ance from a genuine spiritual master, As
the Vedic literatures inform us, God is
within each person’s heart, and when
someone is actually sincere about finding
the genuine path back to Godhead, the
Lord will guide him from within. When
he meets a pure devotee of the Lord, the
Lord will confirm it from within: **Yes,
you can inquire from this gury.” By sin-
cerely inquiring and hearing from a bona
fide spiritual master, we will reawaken
our natural, eternal, joyous relationship
with God. What we need first of all is sin-
cerity. That will help us avoid sensa-
tional, concocted paths, and it will lead
us to real knowledge and advancement
in spiritual life, no matter how bizarrely
the fools carry on in their caricature of

spirituality. —SDG
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The books of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Sriisopanisad

Anideal introduction to the Vedic
knowledge, Eighteen verses. Each a
perfect meditation,

5105 (405)

Bhagavad-gita Aslt Is

Alimeless guide to spiritual perfec-
tion, The largest selling, most widely
used edition of the Gita in the Western
world. New condensed version.
Hardbound: $5.97 (301}
Softbound; 2,95 (302)

Krsna, the Supreme

Personality of Godhead

The Krsna stories of the Vedas ina
readable short-story format, with ac-
companying (lustrations.
Hardbound: $7.95 per valume (307,
308, 309)

$19.95 per 3-vol. set (310)
Softbound: $1.85 pervol (311,312,
313)
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The Nectar of Devotion

(The complete sclence of bhakti-
yoga)

A step-by-step guidebook an how to
become Krsna-conscious
Hardbound: 57.95 (305)

Softbound: $3.95 (306)

Teachings of Lord Caitanya
The essential teachings of
Lord Krsna's most merciful
incarnation.

Hardbound: $6.85 (303)
Softbound: 54.95 (304)

Readings in

Vedic

Literature

A comprehensive

anthology of

ancient India's %
philosophy.
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The Perfection
of Yoga

Body and mind
control that frees
you from illusions
and false
identities.

5.95 (406)

Perfect Answers
One of India's
greatest saints
fulfills a Peace
Corps worker's
search for
meaning.

$1.50 (410)

Perfect Questions,

The Hare Krsna
Cookbook

Vegetarian recipes.

$1.95 (503)

Gopal Coloring Book
A pastime for children

51.95 (502)

.Q.‘ hilac

Prahlad lllustrated
Storybook

A transcendental story
for children. $1.95(501)

Srimad-Bhagavatam

The postgraduate science of spiritual realization.
The book that begins where the Gita leaves off.
Hardbound: $7 95 per volume, 23 volumes available,
Canto 1,in3parts (211,212,213)

Canto 2,in 2 parts (221, 222)

Canto 3, 15t 2 parts available (231, 232)

Canlo 5.in 2 parts (251, 2521

Canto 6,in 3 parts (261, 262, 263)

Canto 7,in 3 parts (271,272, 273)

Canto B.in 3 parts (281, 282, 283)

Canto 9,in 3 parts (291, 292, 293)

Canto 10, 1st 2 pails avallable (201, 202)

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta

The lite and precepts of Krsna's mast merciful incarnation,
described in detail. 17 hardbound volumes, 57.95 each,
Adi-lila, in 3 parts (111, 112, 113)

Madhya-|Tia, in 8 parts (121, 122,123, 124, 125, 126,
127,128, 129)

Antya-lila, in 5 parts (131, 132, 133, 134, 135)

If for any reason you're not pleased with these books, just return them within 10 days and receive a complete refund.
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