


Devotees chant Hare Krsna in St. Louis, Missouri.

A short
statement of
the philosophy
of Krsna
Conscilousness

The International Society for
Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) is a
worldwide community of devotees prac-
ticing bhakti-yoga, the eternal science
of loving service to God. The Society
was founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupdda, a pure devotee of God
representing an unbroken chain of
spiritual masters originating with Lord
Krsna Himself. The following eight
principles are the basis of the Krsna
consciousness movement.

We invite all our readers to consider
them with an open mind and then visit
one of the ISKCON centers to see how
they are being applied in everyday life.

1. By sincerely cultivating a bona
fide spiritual science, we can be free
from anxiety and come to a state of
pure, unending, blissful conscious-
ness in this lifetime.
2. We are not our bodies but eternal
spirit souls, parts and parcels of God
Krsna). As such, we are all broth-
ers, and Krsna is ultimately our
common father.
3. Krsnais the eternal, all-knowing,
omnipresent, all-powerful, and all-
attractive Personality of Godhead.
He is the seed-giving father of all liv-
ing beings, and He is the sustaining
energy of the entire cosmic creation.
4. The Absolute Truth is contained
in all the great scriptures of the
world. However, the oldest known
revealed scriptures in existence are
the Vedic literatures, most notably
the Bhagavad-gitda, which is the literal
record of God’s actual words.
5. We should learn the Vedic knowl-
edge from a genuine spiritual
master —one who has no selfish mo-
tives and whose mind is firmly fixed
on Krsna.
6. Before we eat, we should offer to
the Lord the food that sustains us.
Then Krsna becomes the offering
and purifies us.
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7. We should perform all our actions
as offerings to Krsna and do nothing
for our own sense gratification.

8. The recommended means for
achieving the mature stage of love of
God in this age of Kali, or quarrel, is
to chant the holy names of the Lord.
The easiest method for most people
is to chant the Hare Krsna mantra:

Hare Krsna
Hare Krsna
Krsna Krsna
Hare Hare
Hare Rama
Hare Rama
Rama Rama

Hare Hare



Satyasena dasa, book distributor
(above): “Each day when | go out to dis-
tribute my spiritual master's books, | see
that everyone is looking for happiness
from sensual satisfaction. My job is to
let them know they can get a higher
pleasure from chanting the Hare Krsna
mahd-mantra. Since God is absolute,
He is personally present in His name—
Krsna, which means ‘the all-attractive.’
So chanting Hare Krsna is the most
satisfying, beautiful experience, be-
cause it puts you directly in touch with
the most satisfying, beautiful person.”

Visakha-devi dasi (right): "When |
first met the devotees, | had no in-
terest in spiritual life. But my work as
a writer forced me to talk and argue
with them. Eventually | met Srila
Prabhupada, the spiritual master of
the Hare Krsna movement, and read
his books. My faith and understand-
ing slowly grew, despite myself. The
scriptures and the saints and spiri-
tual masters through the ages all say
that chanting the Lord's holy names
is the best way to make spiritual ad-
vancement in this difficult time.
Besides, it's practical; it works. Ma-
terially and spiritually, my life has
changed for the better since I've
been chanting the Hare Krsna maha-
mantra.”

Chant and behappy...

Turlyasangitananda (Alice Coltrane),
musician (left): “When you're chanting
the maha-mantra, your soul responds,
because the soul knows these names.
The soul relates to them, the soul is en-
livened, the soul is lifted up upon hear-
ing the names of the Lord. It's some-
thing people should open their hearts to
and experience. They don't have to be
musicians. They don't have to be any
certain age—they can even be children.
And they don't even have to understand
the meaning of the words. Whether they
understand or not, the hearing of that
chanting is going to produce their spiri-
tual good.”

In Gainesville (home of
the University of Florida)
there’s one fraternity that's
guite different from the
others. At the Radha-Krsna
temple (pictured left)
everyone chants the Hare
Krsna maha-mantra. So
they naturally relate to one
another (and to everyone
else) as kindred souls—fully
happy and satisfied in their
relationship with the
Supreme Friend, Krsna.

Find out more about
Krsna consciousness in this
issue of BACK TO GODHEAD.
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<« The founder and original editor of
BACK TO GODHEAD is His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupdda. In September,
1965, Srila Prabhupada arrived in the United
States. In J uly, 1966, in a storefront in New York
City, he began the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness. And from those begin-
ning days, BACK TO GODHEAD has been an in-
tegral part of ISKCON.

In fact, since 1944, when he started writing, edit-
ing, printing, and distributing BACK TO GODHEAD,

Srila Prabhupada has often called it *‘the backbone
of the Krsna consciousness movement.” Al-

though over the years it has changed in some ways,

BACK TO GODHEAD remains, in Srila Prabhu-
pada’s words, “‘an instrument for training the
mind and educating human nature to rise up to the
plane of the spirit soul.”
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village,”’ says artist Drgha-devidasi,

that they’re almost fainting. .

worries. He pays attentlon to you, too.”

This scene takes place five thousand years ago, in India’s
Vrndavana the land of Lord Krsna. “As Krsna leaves the
‘the gopis [cowherd girls]
are concerned that He might hurt His lotus feet on the forest
trail, and lhey re feeling such intense separation from Him

. Today, if people have any no-

- tion of Lord Krsna, they think He should serve them—God is
their servant. So naturally everything (like the weather) is
topsy-turvy. But the gopisand all the other people in ;
Vndavana think they should serve Krsna—they're Hisser-
vants. So Vindivana gets rain at night and sun all day—every-
thing is nice. If you pay attention to Krs’na you don’ t have any




NIRVANA

covered by material desires, but in any case desire is the con-
stant companion of the soul, or living entity.

The soul transmigrates in this material world from one body
to another, and he creates desires according to the type of
body he gets. God’s supreme will affords the living entity
various bodies so that he can fulfill his minute will, which is

made up of material desires. In other
words, the living entity wills something,

® [ ] @ @
and the supreme will (God, or Krsna),
® understanding the finite will of the living

German pessimist philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer
(1788-1860) thought thatnirvana (freedom from
suffering) means becoming desireless— puiting an end
to our will. But His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada disagrees. . . .

Hayagriva dasa: Arthur Scho-
penhauer was a nineteenth-
century German philosopher
who took some of his ideas from
the Indian Vedic literature. For
Schopenhauer, happiness meant
inactive satisfaction—nirvana.
Since he thought that the will to
enjoy the material world is the ir-
rational urge that brings about all
suffering, he advocated the extinction of the will. In his main
book, The World as Will and Idea, he wrote, ““The Indian
Vedas and Purdnas have no better simile than a dream for the
actual [material] world, which they call ‘the web of mdyd,” and
they use none more frequently.”” From this Schopenhauer
concluded, “Life is a long dream. ... What is this world of
perception but my idea?”” He goes on to conclude that life is a
projection of the will.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, material life is a projection of the ma-
terial will, or material desire. And nirvana means that material
desires are finished. But the living entity cannot be desireless,
because he is an eternal spiritual being. Thus, even when he
finishes his material desires, he still has spiritual desires. In
the materially conditioned state, these spiritual desires are
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entity, gives him facilities to fulfill his par-
ticular desire. In this way, the will of the living entities is the
cause of this material existence.

However, Schopenhauer was wrong in thinking that you
can become happy by extinguishing your will. Since you are a
living being, you must a/ways have desires. If your desires are
stopped, you become like a stone. So instead of trying to put
an end to all desire, you should try to cleanse the diseased
form of desire (sarvopadhi-vinirmuktam). That cleansing pro-
cess is Krsna consciousness (bhakti). Presently our desires are
desires of the body. When the living entity acquires the body
of an American, a European, a Chinaman, or whatever, he
desires like a human being. When he changes his body to that
of a dog, he spends his time barking. According to his desires
he has received a particular type of body. But these desires are
temporary, and thus the living entity moves from one body to
another. Because he is materially covered, he considers the
temporary world to be reality; but because it is constantly
changing, it is not. Therefore, in one sense, this material
world is all a dream.

Hayagriva dasa: And trying to enjoy this dream is the source
of frustration?

Srila Prabhupdda: Yes, because it is a fact that we cannot
fulfill our material desires, which come and go like dreams.
All material activities, subtle or gross, are manifestations of
various dreamlike desires. Therefore, the impersonalist




Mayavadi philosophers say brahma satyam, jagan mithya:
*“The dreamer is a fact, but the dream is false.”” QOur Vaisnava
philosophy agrees that the dreamer is the factual living entity;
but we say that the dream of this material world is not false—
but temporary. Therefore the dreamer has to come to the real,
eternal spiritual platform so that his flickering material dreams
can be extinguished. As explained in the Ndrada-paficardtra,

sarvopadhi-vinirmuktarm
tat-paratvena nirmalam

hrsikena hrsikesa-
sevanam bhaktir ucyate

*“ Bhakti, or devotional service, means engaging all our senses
in the service of the Lord, the Supreme Personality of God-
head, the master of all the senses. When the spirit soul ren-
ders service unto the Supreme, there are two side effects; he
becomes free from all false material designations, and his
senses become purified.”” When one abandons the dream and
awakens to reality, that is Krsna consciousness, or bhakti.
Hayagriva dasa: Then will, or desire, can never be annihi-
lated?

Srila Prabhupada: No, not even for a second. It is stated in
the Bhagavad-gita [3.5] that we cannot live for a second with-
out desires. Because we are living, we must will and desire.
Hayagriva dasa: What about the Buddhists? They advocate a
state of desirelessness.

Srila Prabhupada: They believe that if you dismantle this
material body, there will no longer be will, desire, or suffering.
But this is not a fact. The fact is that you are an eternal spirit
soul; you do not die after the destruction of the body. Conse-
quently, thinking, feeling, and willing are actually carried from
this body to another body in the process of transmigration.
When the body dies, the living entity’s will carries him away,
and according to the quality of his will, he receives another
body. That body may be the body of a demigod, a dog, a
human, or whatever. In any case, will or desire is the carrier.
Hayagriva dasa: Schopenhauer was greatly influenced by

“Desirelessness’ in action—devotees serve
Krsna: “Even when the living entity

Jfinishes his material desires, he still has
spiritual desires."

some of the Vedic writings. He wrote, ‘‘Every keen pleasure is
an error and an illusion, for no attained wish can give lasting
satisfaction. . . . All pain rests on the absence or passing away
of such illusory pleasure. Thus both pain and pleasure arise
from defective knowledge. The wise man, therefore, holds
himself equally aloof from joy and sorrow, and no event dis-
turbs his composure.”’

Srila Prabhupada: In this material world people say, ““This is
good, and that is bad.” But actually there is no question of
good and bad, because everything material is on the tempor-
ary platform. Also, the Bhagavad-gitd states that the pains and
pleasures experienced in the material world do not touch the
spirit soul. When a spirit soul is under the illusion that he is
his material body, he becomes concerned with the body’s
pains and pleasures—because he thinks that those pains and
pleasures are his. But this is not a fact. Therefore Krsna ad-

vises n i
i matrd-sparsas tu kaunteya

Sitosna-sukha-duhkha-ddh
agamapayino 'nityds

tams titiksasva bhdrata
*‘O son of Kunti, the nonpermanent appearance of happiness
and distress, and their disappearance in due course, are like
the appearance and disappearance of winter and summer
seasons. They arise from sense perception, O descendant of
Bharata, and one must learn to tolerate them without being
disturbed”’ [Bg. 2.14]. Since pleasures and pains come and go
in due course, they are not the reality. So why bother about
them? If I feel pain, let me tolerate it and go about my busi-
ness of serving Krsna.
Hayagriva dasa: Schopenhauer saw happiness in the world
as at best a negative state—simply a momentary suspension of
suffering.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, that is explained by Caitanya Maha-
prabhu. Sometimes when a man is to be punished, he is held
under water to the point of suffocation. Then he is let up, and
when he can finally breathe, he thinks, ‘‘Ah! Happiness at
last!”” But he is then immersed in the
water for another period of suffering. So
the point is that real happiness means to
be relieved of suffering permanently, not
for just a few moments.
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Krsna consciousness: “a better life—with superior thoughts, philosophy, food, song, poetry, and art. For instance, we worship the Deities

{Lord Krsna and His eternal consort Radhd, above] in the temple—that is actual ‘aesthetic salvation.

Hayagriva dasa: Schopenhauer felt that the greatest crime of
man was that he was ever born.

Srila Prabhupada: That’s all right, but when you understand
that there is a crime, you must understand that there is some-
one to punish you for that crime. If you suffer because of that
crime, you must understand that there is someone who has
judged you to be a criminal.

Hayagriva dasa: Schopenhauer would disagree. He wrote,
““Human life must be some kind of mistake.”” And because he
thought the world mad or irrational, he concluded that it could
not possibly have an author. He believed that if there were a
God, He would have set the world in order.

Srila Prabhupada: We have certainly experienced that there
are madmen in the world, but there are also hospitals where
such men can be treated. The world may be mad, but God is
providing hospitalization and treatment—the process of Krsna
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consciousness. Unfortunately, Schopenhauer had no knowl-
edge of the hospital or the treatment. He speaks of sinful life,
but he does not accept the judge who gives the punishment for
sinful life. He sees that the world is mad, but he does not
know the treatment for madmen.

Hayagriva dasa: In The World as Will and Idea, Schopen-
hauer wrote, ““If we narrowly analyze the reality of our body
and its actions . .. we find nothing in it except the will; with
this the body’s reality is exhausted.’” He goes on to state that
‘“‘the genitals are the focus of the will.”

Srila Prabhupida: As I said before, one wills in accordance
with his body. We should understand that we have nothing to
do with this material world, which is the production of the ma-
terial will. We are spiritual, and when we will spiritually, we
are Krsna conscious. When we will materially, we get different
types of material bodies.




It is true that the basis of material life is sex. Yan
maithunddi-grhamedhi-sukharm hi tuccham: *‘The basic prin-
ciple of those who are addicted to the material world is
maithuna, sexual intercourse.”’ This strong desire for sex will
continue as long as we are in material existence, because sex is
the center of all material pleasure. However, when we get a
taste of spiritual pleasure—pleasure in Krsna consciousness—
we can give up sex. Param drstvd nivartate: by experiencing a
superior pleasure, we can give up an inferior one.
Hayagriva dasa: Schopenhauer considered sex to be selfish-
ness, whereas real love means sympathy.

Srila Prabhupada: Sex is animalistic. It is not love but lust.
Sex simply means the mutual satisfaction of the material
senses, and that is lust. All this lust is taking place under the
name of love, and out of illusion people mistake this lust for
love. One who has real love—love for Krsna and for all living
entities—thinks, ‘‘People are suffering from a lack of Krsna
consciousness. Let me do something for them so that they can
understand the value of life.””

Hayagriva dasa: Schopenhauer considered that immoral acts
result from a sense of egoism.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, that is so. To be immoral means to
avoid surrendering to the will of Krsna. Immoral people think,
““Why should I surrender to Krsna? Krsna is a person, and I
also am a person.”’ Such thinking is demonic. Rascals cannot
understand that by surrendering unto the supreme will and
satisfying the supreme will, they can attain salvation.
Hayagriva dasa: Schopenhauer felt that it is possible to crush
egoism and desire by love.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes—but we must direct that love toward
Krsna. If I do not love Krsna, I cannot surrender to Him, and
if I do not surrender to Krsna, my false egoism will continue.
So the more you love Krsna, the more your surrender is per-
fect. But when there is a lack of love, the mentality by which
you can surrender will not develop. For instance, if you have
some love for me, you will carry out my orders. There is no
question of forcing you to surrender. Or take the example of a
child: a small child naturally surrenders to his parents because
there is love for the parents. In the same way, the living entity
is free to love Krsna or to reject Him. Without freedom, there
cannot be love. Therefore Krsna consciousness means learn-
ing to love Krsna.

Hayagriva dasa: Schopenhauer looked on love as compas-
sionate sympathy for one who is suffering. Through this com-
passionate love we can lose our selfish desire.

Srila Prabhupada: Why should we love those who are suffer-
ing but not those who are enjoying?

Hayagriva dasa: Schopenhauer saw everyone as suffering.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, we agree to this. Everyone within
material nature is suffering. Therefore Krsna descends and
speaks the Bhagavad-gita to deliver all fallen souls. Similarly, a
Vaisnava [a devotee of Visnu (Krsna)] takes sannydsa, the re-
nounced order, out of compassion for others—because a san-
nyasi’s only duty is to preach the message of Krsna conscious-
ness. People in this world are suffering because of ignorance.
They think, “Oh, now I have a nice car, an apartment, and a
girl friend; therefore I am happy.” Actually, this is not happi-
ness but suffering. Because the Vaisnava loves Krsna and
understands that he is part and parcel of Krsna, he realizes
that the conditioned living entities are suffering for want of
Krsna consciousness, Therefore, out of compassion the Vais-
nava takes sannyasa and goes forth to preach.

Hayagriva dasa: Schopenhauer saw the pleasures of this
world as ultimately frustrating.

months—that’s all. If you fail to train your willing
process properly you have to suffer, life after life, but if
you train your will properly—to serve Krsna's supreme
will—you can go to Krsna’s supreme planet
immediately after death.”

Srila Prabhupada: If he had taken his frustration seriously, it
might have made him successful. I receive many letters from
frustrated students who understand that frustration is hell.
Eventually they come to understand that they should seek the
real shelter—Krsna consciousness. So frustration is really not
so bad. If you are put into a dangerous position and you know
how to save yourself from it, that very danger can become a
source of pleasure for you.
Hayagriva dasa: In The World as Will and Idea,
Schopenhauer wrote, ‘‘Eternal becoming, endless flux,
characterizes the inner nature of will. Finally, the same thing
shows itself in human endeavors and desires, which always
delude us by presenting their satisfaction as the final end of
will. As soon as we attain our desired objects, they no longer
appear the same; therefore, they soon grow stale or forgotten,
and we throw them aside as vanished illusions.”
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, all this is going on, and therefore the
living entity acquires one body after another.
Hayagriva dasa: Schopenhauer saw everyone going through
a constant transition from desire to satisfaction, and from
satisfaction to a new desire. For Schopenhauer, it is this
flux from desire to satisfaction that characterizes the will’s
activities in the phenomenal world. Outside this flux, he
thought, there is only nirvana, extinction of the will.
Srila Prabhupada: That is not a fact. One has to understand
that behind the will and its satisfaction is a person who is will-
ing. Schopenhauer did not take that person into consideration;
he considered only the will and its satisfaction. It is the in-
dividual soul who is willing. If the soul succeeds in stopping
this flickering willing, what next? Even the stopping of the will
is temporary. You may stop one kind of willing, but you will
adopt another kind of willing and another kind of satisfaction.
We must understand that behind the whimsical will is the
spirit soul. When that spirit soul understands his real iden-
tification as the eternal servant of Krsna, his will is purified.
One should not be satisfied by simply annihilating the whimsi-
cal will. One should understand the real will of the real person.
That is the beginning of spiritual life.

It will not help simply to negate the temporary material will.
One has to will in reality, and that is his eternal willing—that is
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Krsna consciousness. In the material world, the living entity
directs his will toward sense satisfaction, because he has
forgotten the spiritual field of willing. When the same will is
directed towards satisfying the senses of the Supreme—
Krsna—that is the eternal willing of the living entity. Jivera
‘svaripa’ haya krsnera ‘nitya dasa’: *“‘When one comes to the
platform of real knowledge, he understands that he is the eter-
nal servant of God.”” When we concentrate our will on how to
serve God, we attain our real position of eternality, bliss, and
knowledge.

Hayagriva dasa: Schopenhauer apparently believed in life
after death. He wrote, ‘‘If a man fears death as his annihila-
tion, it is just as if he were to think that the sun cries out at
evening, ‘Woe is me! For I go down to eternal night....>”
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, because the will is eternal, death is
not the stoppage of life. One simply gets another body. In the
Bhagavad-gita Krsna says, tatha dehantara-praptih: *“When the
body dies, the soul transmigrates to another body.’”” This is
proof that the life of the person is eternal. And because the
person is eternal, his desire and will are also eternal. But
Schopenhauer did not know what that eternal willing is. The
eternal will of every living entity is to serve Krsna always.
Hayagriva dasa: Schopenhauer looked on Indian philosophy
as a philosophy of the denial of the will. ..

Srila Prabhupada: But he did not study Vedic philosophy
and religion perfectly. He simply had some idea of some por-
tions of the impersonalist and Buddhistic philosophies. Evi-
dently he did not know about Vaisnavism. Although he
touched the Bhagavad-gita, he did not study it thoroughly. In
the Bhagavad-gita, Krsna tells Arjuna that if he simply tries to
attain knowledge of God—Krsna—his will and his life will be
purified, and he will return back to Godhead upon giving up
his body. In the fourth chapter Krsna says,

Jjanma karma ca me divvam
evam yo vetti tattvatah
tyaktva deham punar janma
naiti mam eti so ‘rjuna
““One who knows the transcendental nature of My appearance
and activities does not, upon leaving the body, take his birth
again in this material world, but attains My eternal abode, O
Arjuna’’ [Bg. 4.9].

Either Schopenhauer did not study the Bhagavad-gita very
thoroughly, or he could not understand it for want of a real
spiritual master. According to the Gitd itself, one should go to
a bona fide guru who has actually seen the truth. Schopen-
hauer simply speculated on the basis of his own experience,
and consequently, although everything is there in the
Bhagavad-gita, he could not see it.

Hayagriva dasa: According to Schopenhauer, the man of
knowledge is imperturbable in any condition. He wrote,
*“‘Such a man would regard death as a false illusion, an impu-
dent specter which frightens the weak but has no power over
him who knows that he is himself the will of which the whole
world is the objectification or copy, and that therefore he is al-
ways certain of life. ...”

Srila Prabhupada: This is contradictory. On the one side
Schopenhauer has a desire for the certainty of life, and on the
other he says that nirvana, annihilation, is the only answer.
Which does he want? He simply tried to adjust things to fit his
theory. But he couldn’t understand the philosophy behind
purification of the will.

Hayagriva dasa: Apparently he had no other solution than
the suppression of the will.
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Srila Prabhupada: But that is not possible. In order to be
happy, you must change the quality of your willing through
purification. The purification process is bhakti—chanting and
hearing the pastimes of the Lord (sSravanar kirtanari visnoh).
That purifies the will. Schopenhauer missed the point. Al-
though he accepted the fact that life is eternal, he thought that
its purpose is nirvana, putting an end to the will. Unfor-
tunately, he did not know what nirvana is. Nirvana means
putting an end to the whimsical will and coming to the plat-
form of willing in Krsna consciousness.

Hayagriva dasa: For Schopenhauer, there were three means
of salvation—aesthetic, ethical, and religious. Through
aesthetic salvation—contemplation of the Platonic ideals—we
rise above passion through poetry, music, and art. Through
the contemplation of these higher ideals, we reach a plane of
desirelessness.

Srila Prabhupada: This is not a new idea; it is mentioned in
the Bhagavad-gitd: param drstva nivartate. The students of this
Krsna consciousness movement have abandoned their abomi-
nable living habits because they have received a better life—
with superior thoughts, philosophy, food, song, poetry, and
art. When the mind is filled with Krsna consciousness, there is
no chance of its engaging in the contemplation of nonsense.
Hayagriva dasa: For Schopenhauer, aesthetic salvation is a
temporary experience. For instance, when one looks at a
beautiful painting, he transcends the lower levels of con-
sciousness and for a few moments becomes ‘‘will-less,” or
desireless.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, we admit that this may be the case,
but we wish to remain in that higher consciousness con-
tinuously—not momentarily. This is possible if we practice. By
practice a child learns to read and write, and thus he becomes
educated. It is not a momentary thing. If we practice Krsna
consciousness daily, lower consciousness will automatically
vanish. For instance, we worship the Deities in the temple—
that is actual aesthetic salvation. But unless you apply the
aesthetic sense with reverence and respect, you cannot derive
benefit from worshiping the Deities.

Hayagriva dasa: According to Schopenhauer, you achieve
ethical salvation by attempting to satisfy your will. When you
satisfy your will, no new desires can arise, and you experience
happiness.

Srila Prabhupada: Apart from the individual will, there is
the supreme will. If we satisfy the supreme will, we are happy.
But we cannot know the supreme will directly, and therefore
we must approach a spiritual master. Qur philosophy is that by
satisfying the spiritual master, the representative of God, we
satisfy the supreme will (yasya prasddad bhagavat-prasadah).
Hayagriva dasa: For Schopenhauer, the third and most
effective type of salvation is religious salvation. He felt that by
denying the will through asceticism, you can attain the state of
nirvana, nothingness.

Srila Prabhupada: But Schopenhauer did not know that
since the soul is eternal, willing is also eternal—although the
will may be suppressed for some time. For instance, after
death, when a living entity enters a mother’s womb, he
spends nine months developing his next body, and there is a
temporary suspension of the will. But when he emerges from
his mother’s womb, he resumes the willing process. Death
simply means a suspension of the will for a few months—
that’s all. If you fail to train your willing process properly you
have to suffer, life after life, but if you train your will prop-
erly—to serve Krsna’s supreme will—you can go to Krsna’s
supreme planet immediately after death. L



Compassion Means

égféading Krsna

NSCIousSnNess

India’s greatest gift to civilization is
her highly advanced spiritual culture,
based on the eternal truths of the Vedic
literatures. Sometimes, however, we
hear the strange idea that this culture is
not meant to be shared with others. I
have heard more than one Western
professor of Indian religion say, ‘‘The
idea of preaching about God in a mis-
sionary spirit is not part of India’s
religion. That’s something the Christians
introduced into India a few hundred
years ago.”” And self-styled yogis some-
times say to me, “People should be left
alone to realize God in their own way, in
their own time. You can’t go out and
preach about inner life.”” I have also
heard seemingly devout Hindus say,
“Why are you teaching of Krsna in
America? To follow the Vedas you have
to be born in India.”” Is Krsna’s message,
then, just for a few?

No. Both the Vedic literatures them-
selves and the living examples of In-
dia’s greatest saints disprove that idea.
Moreover, such disdain for preaching
Vedic truths reveals a sad lack of com-
passion for fallen humanity.

In fact, the Vedic literatures (the
world’s most time-honored scriptures)
fully support the idea of preaching the
gospel of Krsna consciousness. In the
five-thousand-year-old Srimad-Bhagava-
tam, the self-realized sages who com-
piled the Vedas at the beginning of cre-
ation offer their prayers to Lord Krsna,

by Satsvariipa dasa Goswami

the Personality of Godhead: *‘All glories
unto You! O Lord, You can deliver all
suffering conditioned souls from the
clutches of maya [illusion]. O Lord, we
fervently pray that You do so. As the
personifications of Vedic knowledge, we
always try to help the conditioned souls
understand You’’ (Bhdg. 10.87.14).

Unless devotees of God broadcast His
message, the ignorant living entities can
never know that the ultimate purpose of
life is liberation from material bondage.
Thus, in mad pursuit of sense gratifica-
tion, they will commit sinful acts and
have to suffer the painful reactions, ac-
cording to the law of karma. They will
have to transmigrate from one body to
another, repeatedly suffering the mis-
eries of birth, old age, disease, and
death. Since surrender to the will of the
Lord is the only way to nullify karma and
stop the process of transmigration, the
merciful devotees of the Lord always
preach His glories widely. And the
Supreme Lord Himself regularly visits
the earth to reclaim the fallen souls. As
Lord Krsna states in the Bhagavad-gita
(4.8), ““In order to deliver the pious and
annihilate the miscreants, as well as to
establish the principles of religion, I ad-
vent Myself millennium after millen-
nium.”” And in the Srimad-Bhdgavatam
we find that the sage Vyasadeva, who
compiled the Sanskrit Vedic scriptures,
also felt the same compassion for the
suffering souls: *‘The material miseries
of the living entity, which are super-
fluous to him, can be directly mitigated
by the linking process of devotional ser-
vice, but the mass of people do not know
this. And therefore the learned Vyéasa-
deva compiled this Vedic literature,
which is in relation to the Supreme
Truth (Bhdg. 1.7.6). Thus, thousands
of years before Christianity appeared in
the world, the Vedic literature stated
emphatically that souls suffering in
darkness should be helped by the
torchlight of Krsna consciousness. From
the historical perspective, then, the
Christians could not have introduced the
preaching spirit to India.

Another misconception is that one
should cultivate spiritual knowledge only
by private meditation and should not

“bother” those who are spiritually ig-
norant. But the great devotee Prahlada
Maharija rejects this view in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam (7.9.44): *“My dear Lord, I
see that there are many saintly persons
indeed, but they are interested only in
their own deliverance. Not caring for the
big cities and towns, they go to the
Himalayas or the forest to meditate with
vows of silence. They are not interested
in delivering others. As for me, how-
ever, I do not wish to be liberated alone,
leaving aside all these poor fools and ras-
cals. I know that without Krsna con-
sciousness, without taking shelter of
Your lotus feet, one cannot be happy.
Therefore, I wish to bring them back to
the shelter of Your lotus feet.”

Thus, while there undoubtedly is a
kind of yogi who neglects others’
welfare, he is hardly of the highest stan-
dard. In the Bhagavad-gita Kisna says
that the highest yogi is His devotee—and
that His dearmost devotee is he who
takes all risks to approach others and
give them the same liberation and bliss
he has found in Krsna consciousness.

Finally, we must also take issue with
the sectarian notion that Vedic knowl-
edge is meant only for people born in
India. This idea finds support neither in
any scriptural statement nor in the heart
of any intelligent and compassionate per-
son. As the Srimad-Bhdgavatam states,
““If someone is ignorant and addicted to
the path of samsara [birth and death],
how can one who is actually learned,
merciful, and spiritually advanced
engage him in material activity, and thus
further entangle him in material exis-
tence? If a blind man is walking down
the wrong path, how can a gentleman
allow him to continue on his way to
danger? No wise man can allow this.”’

The greatest of India’s saints—Rama-
nuja, Madhva, Bhaktisiddhanta—toured
as widely as possible to broadcast
Krsna’s message. (Outside India, spiri-
tual teachers like Jesus Christ and Hajrat
Muhammad displayed the same preach-
ing spirit). And the most enthusiastic
preacher of all was Lord Caitanya, the in-
carnation of Krsna who appeared in
India five hundred yeras ago to spread
Krsna consciousness in the form of the
chanting of God’s holy names: Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rima
Rama, Hare Hare. Lord Caitanya taught
that chanting the Hare Krsna mantra is
the best form of God consciousness for
the present fallen age, and He predicted,
““The names of God shall be chanted in
every town and village in the world.”
Thus, Krsna consciousness, the science
of God, is universal; it is meant not just

(continued on page 14)
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““In this age of Kali, the holy name of the Lord, the Hare
Krsna maha-mantra, is the incarnation of Lord Krsna,
Simply by chanting the holy name, one associates with the
Lord directly. Anyone who does this is certainly delivered’’
(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 17.22).

*“In the age of Kali (Quarrel and Hypocrisy) the chanting
of the holy name is the best means of God-realization.
There is no other alternative, no other alternative, no
other alternative’’ (Brhan-naradiya Purana).
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The Mantra

for Everyone

Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare

In India saints and ordinary people alike have long
known about these holy names of God —the maha-mantra,
or great chanting for deliverance. In 1965 His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, a pure
devotee of the Lord, brought the chanting to the West.

Hareis an address to God’s energy, Krsna means ‘‘God,
the all-attractive,”’” and Ramais another of God’s names,
meaning “‘the highest pleasure.’”’” Chanting these names
frees the mind from anxiety and illusion and revives our
eternal loving relationship with Krsna.

Five hundred years ago Lord Caitanya (the incarnation
of Krsna in the mood of a devotee) began spreading the
chanting of the mahad-mantra. He stressed its benefits for
the people of this materialistic age and predicted that out
of compassion, devotees would take the chanting to every
town and village in the world. And now Srila Prabhupada’s
disciples—the members of the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness—are fulfilling that prediction, as
we see here.

““Glory to the chanting of the Hare Krsna maha-mantra,
which cleanses the heart of all the dust accumulated for
years and extinguishes the fire of conditional life, of re-
peated birth and death. . . . It increases the ocean of tran-
scendental bliss, and it enables us to fully taste the nee-
tar for which we are always anxious’’ (Sri-Sri-Sik-
sastaka).
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After Thirteen Years With a “Yoga Cheater”

ga Teacher

by Amala-bhakta dasa (as told to Dravida dasa)

The path from the hatha-yoga ashram to
the Radha-Krsna temple is a well-worn
one. Many people who are now ISKCON
devotees had in the past performed various
stretchings, contortions, breathing exer-
cises, headstands, and silent meditations—
before they learned of the higher yoga of
Krsna consciousness. But Amala-bhakta’s
case is extraordinary: not only was he an
expert hatha-yogi when he came to the Los
Angeles temple in February of 1976, but he
was also in the most respected order of spiri-
tual life (sannyasa), and he had been run-
ning a major yoga center in New York for
almost thirteen years. Here is his account of
why he took up hatha-yoga—and then left
it and his teacher for Krsna consciousness.

In 1957 my life was pretty much up in
the air. I had dropped out of New York
University at twenty-five and had gone
to Los Angeles to ‘‘find myself.”” I was
working at odd jobs and reading a lot of
philosophy when, in July of that year, I
began to read a book on yoga. This book
set off a volcanic eruption in my life. I
suddenly realized—very starkly, very
pointedly—that all of us fear death. We
may not krnow we fear death, but our ev-
ery step, our every glance, our every
gesture, our every word betrays this fear.
And I realized that I certainly feared
death, I also saw that no one, myself in-
cluded, was really happy, and that I
could achieve happiness only by giving
myself to God and His work—in other
words, by realizing Him. I felt that since
God is eternal and transcendental to the
world’s miseries, I could conquer fear
and gain happiness by becoming God
conscious.

With this idea burning in my mind, I
hitchhiked back to my parents’ country
home in New Jersey and started practic-
ing hatha-yoga and meditation. But soon
it became clear that I needed some per-
sonal instruction. One day, after some
searching, I stopped into a book shop in
downtown Manhattan and saw an ad
for a yoga teacher. Soon I began study-
ing under him. My teacher showed me
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hatha-yoga, which included a lot of
stretching and bending exercises, and
also breath control and meditation. He
didn’t instruct me in bhakti-yoga, the
yoga of devotion to God. But before
coming to him I had read about some of
the techniques of bhakti-yoga, and I had
felt impressed and charmed by them.
Since my basic desire was to realize God,
meditation on God’s form, or on His
holy names, appealed to me more than
meditation on silence or light, which was
what my teacher showed me. So I began
incorporating some of the bhakti tech-
niques into my own program.

In 1963, after five years in the United
States, my teacher went back to India. At
that time he asked me to take charge of
the yoga ashram he had begun in a
Manhattan hotel. The same classes I had
been studying in I was now teaching.
Now it was my responsibility to carry on
my teacher’s lecture program and classes
in hatha-yoga and meditation, and to
talk with people who felt they wanted
guidance.

During the first few years I headed the
ashram, I gradually added more of the
devotional practices of bhakti-yoga. 1
considered them enjoyable and effortless
ways to concentrate the mind. Then, in
1967, 1 started noticing the Hare

Krsna devotees on Fifth Avenue. (Srila
Prabhupada had founded the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness a year earlier on Manhattan’s Low-
er East Side.) The place where they
chanted every day was close to my ash-
ram. And although I looked upon them
as an odd bunch and thought they were
too far-out to succeed in the West, I was
nonetheless fascinated by their cymbal
and drum playing and chanting of the
Hare Krsna mantra. So I thought the
best thing to do would be simply to adopt
some of ISKCON’s practices in my own
program and see if I could interest my
own students in devotional yoga.

I began giving over a portion of each
evening—from about 7:00 to 9:30—to
congregational chanting of God’s holy
names. At that time I was also deeply im-
mersed in editing an English translation
of the Ramdyana (the story of Lord
Ramacandra, an incarnation of God who
lived millions of years ago). I was be-
coming enraptured by the pastimes of
Lord Riama and His consort, Sitd. So, in
imitation of the Hare Krsna devotees I
had seen on Fifth Avenue, I would chant
““Sita Rama, Sita Rama...” several
times, my students would answer, and
we would go on like that for some time,
in call-and-response fashion.

Also, on Sunday nights, I would read
to my students from an abridged version
of the Ramayana. Some time previously
I had also read the story of Krsna, and 1
knew that He and Rama were actually
the same divine person. So another thing
I did to increase my devotion was to
mount beautiful posters of Krsna and
Rama on the walls of the classroom
where I taught hatha-yoga.

Unfortunately, my teacher had not
taught me how to devote myself to a per-
sonal God. He wasn’t a bhakta, a devo-
tee; basically he was an impersonalist.
He neither wrote, talked, nor acted in
the mood of a devotee. Rather, he acted
like a cool businessman. So I began feel-
ing more and more that the devotion I
had cultivated by reading Lord Rama-



candra’s pastimes and chanting His holy
names needed a new outlet.

Then, in June of 1975, someone sent
me a BACK TO GODHEAD magazine. I
carefully read an article by Srila Prabhu-
pada, entitled “What is a Guru?”’ After
studying the Vedic principles Srila
Prabhupida revealed there, I concluded
that my teacher was a cheater, a char-
latan—he was exploiting gullible seek-
ers, squeezing money out of them under
the pretense of spirituality. I further
understood that Srila Prabhupada was
not using such deceitful methods. He
was giving the Vedic philosophy
straight—speaking boldly yet compas-
sionately, without caring what anyone
thought. Srila Prabhupada was trusting
completely that the Lord’s mercy would
sustain the big projects he had started.
He was sincere, and he was attracting the
sincere.

Just after I read that BACK TO GOD-
HEAD, something happened that quick-
ened my coming to Krsna consciousness.
One day a man came to me for a con-
sultation. He was contemplating suicide.
(He was out of money and out of work
and had about six kids to take care of.)
He had known of my fifteen-dollar-for-
fifteen-minutes consultation fee—a
policy set up by my teacher—but he had
been too embarrassed to ask for a “‘pay
later’ appointment. Finally, after two
weeks, he had been able to scrape up the
money. When I saw him he cried like a
baby for a long time. Finally, he told me
how desperate he was to talk to me be-
cause he considered me his spiritual ad-
visor. He said that if he had had to wait
another day, he just might have finished
himself off. I then told him that from
then on, he could see me whether he
could pay or not. I decided this was
simply what I had to do. I no longer
cared about the rules or the regulations
or the principles or the policies.

This incident really stung my con-
science. I realized that this consultation-
fee policy could have killed a man! And I
also thought, ‘““‘How can I inspire this
man to love God if my love for him is
conditional?’” I knew beyond a doubt
that I could not produce a change in his
heart unless I gave freely of my under-
standing and knowledge. At the same
time, I was well aware that the Krsna
devotees would never think of charging
anything for consultation and guidance.
The contrast with my own teacher’s
policy had a very powerful effect on me.

That wasn’t my teacher’s only short-
coming. For one thing, he would offer
initiation only to people who could pay
him $191.00. You didn’t have to take any
vows, follow any principles, or serve him
before initiation, nor did you have to

serve him even afterward. The whole
thing seemed like an assembly line:-it
took just five or ten minutes to turn out
each new disciple, and then my teacher
would call the next candidate into his
room.

On the other hand, the initiation that
Srila Prabhupida gives is free, but
generally one must serve faithfully for
six months. At Srila Prabhupada’s initia-
tion ceremony the disciple vows to
abstain from meat, fish, eggs, and intoxi-
cants, as well as gambling and illicit sex.
He also promises to chant sixteen
rounds of japa (1,728 repetitions of the
Hare Krsna mantra) each day. There is a
beautiful fire ceremony, along with a lec-
ture on the real meaning of initiation and
the eternal obligations of the disciple
toward the spiritual master.

Another thing that disturbed me was
that whenever my teacher visited the
United States, he would stay at a first-
class Manhattan hotel. Once he stayed
there for six months at seventeen
hundred dollars a month, when he could
have stayed at our ashram at no expense.
On the other hand, I noted that Srila
Prabhupada always stayed with his devo-
tees at the temples. He wanted all availa-
ble money to be used for educating
people in the science of bhakti-yoga,
which would alleviate their suffering.

Finally, for one thousand dollars my
teacher would sell a ‘‘mystic amulet™ to
disciples who lived outside our ashram.
He claimed they could ‘‘get more
benediction and protection from God”’ if
they wore this amulet. In other words,
the name of God that they had received
through initiation wasn’t powerful
enough—the amulet had a little some-
thing extra going for it! God’s name
needed help from an amulet? This was
totally illogical to me.

Srila Prabhupada, however, empha-
sized that if you sincerely chanted the
holy names and steadily performed de-
votional service, that was all you needed
to receive the mercy of God. Srila
Prabhupada did not deprecate God’s
name by saying that some cheap charm
could enhance its power.

So all these contrasts had a huge effect
upon my life. It became obvious that my
so-called teacher was not really in-
terested in spreading the science of yoga.
Rather, he was interested in spreading
out his pocket, filling it up, and carrying
away the cash.

Somehow, before 1976 I had never ac-
tually visited an ISKCON temple. (I had
gathered all my information from some
fellow disciples who would visit temples
and report back to me.) By this time I
had been in the sannydsa order, the
senior order of spiritual life, for three

years. Consequently, I had vowed to
follow my teacher’s instructions as if
they were God’s, and I did not want to
break my vow by visiting another yoga
center. But as I watched my teacher’s
crookedness come to light, I began to
think seriously of leaving.

Finally, I paid a visit to the New York
Krsna temple, on 55th Street. I had a
four-hour discussion with Kapindra
dasa, the receptionist, and after talking
with him I no longer had any question in
my mind: I would leave my cheating
“guru’’ and take up Krsna conscious-
ness. So, at four the next morning I
packed a couple of bags and left the quar-
ters of the yoga society I had been part of
for eighteen years. Glad to be out of this
intolerably depressing environment, I
checked into a hotel near the New York
temple.

That night I attended the drati cere-
mony, in which the devotees lavishly
worship the Deities of Radha and Krsna.
What a beautiful experience! As 1
watched the devotees singing and danc-
ing for the Deities, I felt enthralled.

The next day I attended the morning
program, which began with an drati at
4:30 AM. and continued with an inspir-
ing talk by Hrdayananda Gosvami. The
wealth of Vedic philosophy he ex-
pounded greatly impressed me—and
cleared up any lingering doubts I might
have had that Krsna consciousness was
really what I wanted. The next day I left
for Los Angeles to visit my mother, who
had moved there from New York. And
two days later I moved into the Los
Angeles Rahda-Krsna temple.

As the weeks flew by, I discovered the
world of Krsna consciousness—espe-
cially in Srila Prabhupada’s books. It was
then that the full magnitude of my
former teacher’s cheating became clear
to me. This so-called “‘guru’’ had taught
that everyone was God, though each of
us had ““forgotten’ his divinity. Sup-
posedly, when our impurities dissolved
we would regain our true, divine posi-
tion. As he had explained it, God realiza-
tion meant realizing ‘I am God’’ and
merging with the ‘‘infinite light.”

Now, in view of what I had learned
from reading Srila Prabhupada’s books,
nothing seemed more absurd than the
idea that the Absolute Truth—who con-
trols the entire universe—could become
deluded and forget His divinity. Had
God forgotten His divinity just to
undergo the pain of birth and death?
Could He be fond of suffering? No, the
whole idea that the individual soul and
God are identical was patently ridic-
ulous.

Actually, the living entity is an in-
finitesimal particle of spirit. As such, he
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is never equal to God, the Supreme
Spirit. So to equate the living entity with
God is nonsense; it’s just a disguised
form of atheism. The real reason why
someone poses himself as God is so that
he won't have to worship anyone but
himself. This is generally what people
like, especially in the present degraded
age of Kali. People don’t want to serve
God; they want to be God. They want to
be served, adored, and glorified—like
my teacher in that lavish hotel suite.

But the whole idea is absurd. The part
can never be equal to the whole, any
more than the hand can be equal to the
entire body. Nor can we enjoy like the
Lord—although we try to, and this is
our downfall. Qur real enjoyment is to
give enjoyment to the Lord, just as the
hand’s enjoyment is to give enjoyment
to the whole body.

Suppose your hand had a will of its
own, and that it tried to directly enjoy
your food—instead of placing it in your
mouth and letting it go to your stomach.
Could the hand enjoy the food that way?
No, of course not, and if it persisted it
would simply wither away from lack of
nourishment. Similarly, people today are

withering away from a lack of spiritual

pleasure—because instead of giving-

whatever they have to God, they’re try-
ing to hoard it for themselves.

How different Krsna consciousness is.
I am now directly experiencing that
the more I serve Krsna through Srila
Prabhupada, the more blissful I become.
Every day I’m learning more about my
personal relationship with Krsna.
(That’s what makes the relationship with
Him so beautiful: it’s personal.) I'm
reading about Krsna every day, and the
more | learn about the way Krsna looks
and talks and acts, the more I realize that
serving Krsna is infinitely more plea-
surable than the best of this world’s
pleasures. Everything here is limited and
temporary, but our relationship with
Krsna is eternal and full of bliss and
knowledge.

We have to realize that our relation-
ship with Krsna is the only thing that will
last, and that hearing about Him, chant-
ing about Him, remembering Him, serv-
ing Him, worshiping Him, offering
prayers to Him, carrying out His or-
ders, establishing friendship with Him,
and surrendering everything to Him are
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the only activities that can make our
lives full. :

Now my goal is to serve Srila Prabhu-
pada purely—realizing that the little drop
of gratitude I offer him can never com-
pare with the ocean of mercy he has
given me. May I always remember how
fortunate he has made me, and more,
may I always remember to tell other
people about Krsna, so that they may
one day become just as fortunate. &g
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(continued from page 9)

for Indians but for every living soul in
creation.

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, founder-dcdrya of
the Krsna consciousness movement,
came to America in 1965, impelled by
the very same desire that moved
Vyasadeva, Prahlada, Madhva, Lord
Caitanya, and other great saints of the
past. Srila Prabhupada wanted to rescue
the unfortunate souls who are blindly
trying to enjoy material pleasure in this
life, oblivious of the suffering they will
inevitably experience in their next life.
Despite great personal inconvenience,
Srila Prabhupada came here at the ad-
vanced age of seventy to fulfill the order
of his spiritual master. He introduced the
same message that Lord Krsna taught in
the Bhagavad-gitda and that Lord Cai-
tanya practically demonstrated through
His sankirtana® movement.

What Srila Prabhupada has taught is
the sum and substance of India’s spiri-
tual message —to glorify the name, fame,
and pastimes of the Supreme Lord,
Krsnpa—and Srila Prabhupada has de-
livered this message without adultera-
tion. Thousands of young Westerners
who had never heard of Krsna, and who
certainly had no plans to give up sinful
life, have taken up devotional service to
Krsna and are now becoming purified.

So we can see that an essential part of
the Vedic teachings is that one should
first perfect his own life, and then try to
teach others how to perfect their lives.
In that way one most quickly attains
Krsna’s recognition, and he performs
the greatest welfare work for humanity.
Teaching people to become devotees of
God is far more beneficial than any mun-
dane altruism in the form of food,
shelter, hospital care, or materialistic
education. Why? Because if a person
overcomes the disease of his soul, he at-
tains the Supreme Lord’s eternal abode
and never has to come back again to this
miserable material world. o]

*Sarikirtana is the congregational chanting of the
mahd-mantra.



SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM
Bt el Soeiy of the T rsonality of Sodhead

This is the continuing presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam, India's great spiritual classic written 5,000 years ago
by Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa, and now presented in a new translation with commentary by His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. Srimad- Bhagavatam provides the key to how humanity can become united in
peace, prosperity and friendship around a common cause. That common cause is the spiritual oneness of all living
beings, and the Srimad-Bhagavatam presents a revolutionary ideology which can serve as the basis for the re-
spiritualization of society. There is no lack of mundane scientific advancement in today’s world, but what is lacking
is knowledge of the science of God. Therefore, in a world suffering from universal discord, anxiety and confusion,
there is no more important literature than this brilliant Snmad-Bhagavatam If you would like to obtain any single
volume or the entire series of the Bhagavatam currently in print, use coupon on last page.

First Canto

“Creation”

CHAPTER TWELVE

Birth of Emperor Pariksit
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mrgendra iva vikranto
nisevyo himavan iva

titiksur vasudhevasau
sahisnuh pitarav iva

mrgendrah—the lion; iva—like; vikrantah—powerful; nisevyah—
worthy of taking shelter; himavan—the Himalaya Mountains; iva—
like; titiksuh—forbearance; vasudha iva—like the earth; asau—the
child; sahisnuh—tolerant; pitarau—parents; iva—like.

TRANSLATION

This child will be as strong as a lion, and as worthy a shelter as
the Himalaya Mountains. He will be forbearing like the earth, and
as tolerant as his parents,

PURPORT

One is compared to the lion when one is very strong in chasing an
enemy. One should be a lamb at home and a lion in the chase. The lion
never fails in the chase of an animal; similarly, the head of the state
should never fail in chasing an enemy. The Himalaya Mountains are
famous for all richness. There are innumerable caves to live in, number-
less trees of good fruits to eat, good springs to drink water from and
profuse drugs and minerals to cure diseases. Any man who is not ma-
terially prosperous can take shelter of these great mountains, and he will
be provided with everything required. Both the materialist and the spiri-
tualist can take advantage of the great shelter of the Himalayas. On the
surface of the earth there are so many disturbances caused by the inhabi-
tants. In the modern age the people have begun to detonate atomic
weapons on the surface of the earth, and still the earth is forbearing to
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the inhabitants, like a mother who excuses a little child. Parents are al-
ways tolerant to children for all sorts of mischievous acts. An ideal king
may be possessed of all these good qualities, and the child Pariksit is

foretold to have all these qualities in perfection.

TEXT 23
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pitamaha-samah samye
prasade girisopamah

asrayah sarva-bhitanam
yatha devo ramasrayah

pitamaha—the grandfather, or Brahma: samah—equally good;
sdmye—in the matter; prasade—in charity or in munificence; girisa—
Lord Siva; upamah—comparison of equilibrium; asrayah—resort;
sarva—all; bhitanam—of the living beings; yathd—as; devah—the
Supreme Lord; rama-asrayah—the Personality of Godhead.

TRANSLATION

This child will be like his grandfather Yudhisthira or Brahma in
equanimity of mind. He will be munificent like the lord of the
Kailasa Hill, Siva. And he will be the resort of everyone, like the
Supreme Personality of Godhead Narayana, who is even the shelter
of the goddess of fortune.

PURPORT

Mental equanimity refers both to Maharaja Yudhisthira and to
Brahmai, the grandfather of all living beings. According to Sridhara
Svami, the grandfather referred to is Brahma, but according to
Vigvanatha Cakravarti, the grandfather is Maharaja Yudhisthira himself.
But in both cases the comparison is equally good because both of them
are recognized representatives of the Supreme Lord, and thus both of
them have to maintain mental equanimity, being engaged in welfare
work for the living being. Any responsible executive agent at the top of
administration has to tolerate different types of onslaughts from the very
persons for whom he works. Brahmaji was criticized even by the gopis,
the highest perfectional devotees of the Lord. The gopis were dissatisfied
with the work of Brahmiji because Lord Brahmi, as creator of this par-
ticular universe, created eyelids which obstructed their seeing Lord
Krsna. They could not tolerate a moment’s blinking of the eyes, for it
kept them from seeing their beloved Lord Krsna. So what to speak of

others, who are naturally very critical of every action of a responsible

man? Similarly, Maharaja Yudhisthira had to cross over many difficult
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situations created by his enemies, and he proved to be the most perfect
maintainer of mental equanimity in all critical circumstances. Therefore
‘the example of hoth grandfathers for maintaining equanimity of mind is
quite fitting.

Lord Siva is a celebrated demigod who awards gifts 1o beggars. His
name is therefore Asutosa, or one who is pleased very easily. He is also
called the Bhitanatha, or the lord of the common folk, who are mainly
attached to him because of his munificent gifts, even without considera-
tion of the aftereffects. Ravana was very attached to Lord Siva, and by
easily pleasing him, Ravana became so powerful that he wanted to
challenge the authority of Lord Rama. Of course, Ravana was never
helped by Lord Siva when he fought with Rima, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead and the Lord of Lord Siva. To Vrkisura, Lord
Siva awarded a benediction which was not only awkward, but also dis-
turbing. Vrkisura became empowered, by the grace of Lord Siva, to
vanish anyone's head simply by touching it. Although this was awarded
by Lord Siva, the cunning fellow wanted to make an experiment of the
power by touching the head of Lord Siva. Thus the lord had to take
shelter of Visnu to save himself from trouble, and the Lord Visnu, by
His illusory potency, asked Vrkasura to make an experiment with his
own head. The fellow did it and was finished himself, and so the world
was saved from all sorts of trouble by such a cunning beggar of the
demigods. The excellent point is that Lord Siva never denies anyone any
sort of gift. He is therefore the most generous, although sometimes some
kind of a mistake is made.

Rama means the goddess of fortune. And her shelter is Lord Visnu.
Lord Visnu is the maintainer of all living beings. There are innumerable
living beings, not only on the surface of this planet but also in all other

hundreds of thousands of planets. All of them are provided with all
necessities of life for the progressive march towards the end of self-

realization, but on the path of sense gratification they are put into dif-
ficulty by the agency of maya, the illusory energy, and so travel the path
of a false plan of economic development. Such economic development is
never successful because it is illusory. These men are always after the
mercy of the illusory goddess of fortune, but they do not know that the
goddess of fortune can live only under the protection of Visnu. Without
Visnu, the goddess of fortune is an illusion. We should therefore seek
the protection of Vignu instead of directly seeking the protection of the
goddess of fortune. Only Visnu and the devotees of Visnu can give pro-
tection to all, and because Maharaja Pariksit was himself protected by
Visnn, it was quite possible for him to give complete protection to all who
wanted to live under his rule.

TEXT 24
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sarva-sad-guna-mahdatmye
esa krsnam anuvratah
rantideva ivodaro
yayatir iva dharmikah
sarva-sat-guna-mahatmye—glorified by all godly attributes; esah—
this child; krspam—like Lord Krsna; anuvratah—a follower in His
footsteps; rantideva—Rantideva; iva—like; uddarah—in the matter of
magnanimity; yayatih—Yayati; iva—like; dharmikah—concerning
religion.

TRANSLATION

This child will be almost as good as Lord Sri Krgna by following
in His footsteps. In magnanimity he will become as great as King
Rantideva. And in religion he will be like Maharaja Yayati.

PURPORT

The last instruction of Lord Sri Krsna in the Bhagavad-gitd is that one
should give up everything and should follow in the footsteps of the Lord

[Canto 1, Ch. 12

alone. Less intelligent persons do not agree to this great instruction of the
Lord, as ill luck would have it, but one who is actually intelligent catches
up this sublime instruction and is immensely benefited. Foolish people do
not know that association is the cause of acquiring qualities. Association
with fire makes an object hot, even in the material sense. Therefore,
association with the Supreme Personality of Godhead makes one
qualified like the Lord. As we have discussed previously, one can achieve
seventy-eight percent of the godly qualities by the Lord’s intimate asso-
ciation, To follow the instructions of the Lord is to associate with the
Lord. The Lord is not a material object whose presence one has to feel for
such association. The Lord is present everywhere and at all times. It is
quite possible to have His association simply by following His instruction
because the Lord and His instruction and the Lord and His name, fame,
attributes and paraphernalia are all identical with Him, being absolute
knowledge. Maharaja Pariksit associated with the Lord even from the
womb of his mother up to the last day of his valuable life, and thus he ac-
quired all the essential good qualities of the Lord in all perfection.
Rantideva: An ancient king prior to the Mahabhdrata period,
referred to by Narada Muni while instructing Safijaya, as mentioned in
Mahabharata (Drona-parva 67). He was a great king, liberal for
hospitality and distribution of foodstuff. Even Lord Sri Krsna praised his
acts of charity and hospitality. He was blessed by the great Vasistha Muni
for supplying him cold water, and thus he achieved the heavenly planet.
He used to supply fruits, roots and leaves to the rsis, and thus he was
blessed by them with fulfillment of his desires. Although a ksatriya by
birth, he never ate flesh in his life. He was especially hospitable to
Vasistha Muni, and by his blessings only he attained the higher planetary
residence. He is one of those pious kings whose names are remembered
in the morning and evening, '
Yayati: The great emperor of the world and the original forefather of
all great nations of the world who belong to the Aryan and Indo-
European stock. He is the son of Maharaja Nahusa, and he became the
emperor of the world due to his elder brother’s becoming a great and
liberated saintly mystic. He ruled over the world for several thousands of
years and performed many sacrifices and pious activities recorded in
history, although his early youth was very lustful and full of romantic
stories. He fell in love with Devayéani, the most beloved daughter of
Sukricirya. Devayani wished to marry him, but at first he refused to ac-
cept her because of her being a daughter of a brahmana. According to
Sastras, a brahmana could marry the daughter of a brahmana. They
were very much cautious about varpa-sarikara population in the world.
kracarya amended this law of forbidden marriage and inducsd Em-
ror Yayati to accept Devayani. Devayini had a girl friend named
mistha, who also fell in love with the emperor and thus went with her
friend Devayani. Sukracirya forbade Emperor Yayati to call Sarmistha
into his bedroom, but Yayati could not strictly follow his instruction. He
secretly married Sarmistha also and begot sons by her. When this was
known by Devayani, she went to her father and lodged a complaint.
Yaydti was much attached to Devayini, and when he went to his father-
in-law’s place to call her, Sukricirya was angry with him and cursed him
to become impotent. Yayati begged his father-in-law to withdraw his
curse, but the sage asked Yayiti to ask youthfulness from his sons and let
them become old as the condition of his becoming potent. He had five
sons, two from Devayani and three from Sarmistha. From his five sons,
namely (1) Yadu, (2) Turvasu, (3) Druhyu, (4) Anu and (5) Piru,
five famous dynasties, namely (1) the Yadu dynasty, (2) the Yavana
(Turk) dynasty, (3) the Bhoja dynasty, (4) the Mleccha dynasty (Greek)
and (5) the Paurava dynasty, all emanated to spread all over the world.
He reached the heavenly planets by dint of his pious acts, but he fell
down from there because of his self-advertisement and criticizing other
great souls. After his fall, his daughter and grandson bestowed upon him
their accumulated virtues, and by the help of his grandson and friend
Sibi, he was again promoted to the heavenly kingdom, becoming one of
the assembly members of Yamaraja, with whom he is staying as a devo-
tee. He performed more than one thousand different sacrifices, gave in
charity very liberally and was a very influential king. His majestic power
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was felt all over the world. His youngest son agreed to award him his
youthfulness when he was troubled with lustful desires, even for one
thousand years. Finally he became detached from worldly life and
returned the youthfulness again to his son Piiru. He wanted to hand over
the kingdom to Piiru, but his noblemen and the subjects did not agree.
But when he explained to his subjects the greatness of Piiru, they agreed
to accept Piru as the King, and thus Emperor Yayati retired from family
life and left home for the forest.

TEXT 25
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dhrtya bali-samah krsne
prahrada iva sad-grahah

dhartaiso Ssvamedhanam
vrddhanam paryupasakah

dhrtya—by patience; bali-samah—like Bali Mahardja; krsne—unto
Lord Sri Krsna; prahrada—Prahlida Maharaja; iva—like; sat-
grahah—devotee of; dhartda—performer; esah—this child; asva-
medhanam—of ASvamedha sacrifices; vrddhdndm—of the old and ex-
perienced men; paryupasakah—follower.

TRANSLATION

This child will be like Bali Maharaja in patience, a staunch devo-
tee of Lord Krsna like Prahlada Maharaja, a performer of many
asvamedha [horse] sacrifices and a follower of the old and ex-
perienced men.

PURPORT

Bali Mahardja: One of the twelve authorities in the devotional service
of the Lord. Bali Mahardja is a great authority in devotional service be-
cause he sacrificed everything to please the Lord and relinquished the
connection of his so-called spiritual master who obstructed him on the
path of risking everything for the service of the Lord. The highest per-
fection of religious life is to attain to the stage of unqualified devotional
service of the Lord without any cause or without being obstructed by any
kind of worldly obligation. Bali Maharaja was determined to give up
everything for the satisfaction of the Lord, and he did not care for any
obstruction whatsoever. He is the grandson of Prahlada Maharaja,
another authority in the devotional service of the Lord. Bali Maharija
and the history of his dealings with Visnu Vimanadeva are described in
the Eighth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam (Chapter 11-24),

Prahlada Maharaja: A perfect devotee of Lord Krsna (Visnu). His
father, Hiranyakaipu, chastised him severely when he was only five
years old for his becoming an unalloyed devotee of the Lord. He was the
first son of Hiranyakasipu, and his mother’s name was Kayadhu.
Prahlada Maharija was an authority in the devotional service of the Lord
because he had his father killed by Lord Nrsirahadeva, setting the exam-
ple that even a father should be removed from the path of devotional ser-
vice if such a father happens to be an obstacle. He had four sons, and the
eldest son, Virocana, is the father of Bali Maharaja, mentioned above.
The history of Prahlada Maharaja’s activities is described in the Seventh
Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam.

TEXT 26
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rajarsindm janayitd

sasta cotpatha-gaminam
nigrahita kaler esa

bhuvo dharmasya karanat

raja-rsinam—of kings as good as sages; janayitd—producer; $dstd—
chastiser; ca—and; utpatha-gamindm—of the upstarts; nigrahitda—
molester; kaleh—of the quarrelsome; esah—this; bhuvah—of the
world; dharmasya—of religion; karandt—on account of.

TRANSLATION

This child will be the father of kings who will be like sages. For
world peace and for the sake of religion, he will be the chastiser of
the upstarts and the quarrelsome.

PURPORT

The wisest man in the world is a devotee of the Lord. The sages are
called wise men, and there are different types of wise men for different
branches of knowledge. Unless, therefore, the king or the head of the
state is the wisest man, he cannot control all types of wise men in the
state. In the line of royal succession in the family of Maharija
Yudhisthira, all the kings, without exception, were the wisest men of
their times, and so also it is foretold about Maharaja Pariksit and his son
Mahardja Janamejaya, who was yet to be born. Such wise kings can be-
come chastisers of upstarts and uprooters of Kali, or quarrelsome ele-
ments. As will be clear in the chapters ahead, Maharija Pariksit wanted
to kill the personified Kali, who was attempting to kill a cow, the emblem
of peace and religion. The symptoms of Kali are (1) wine, (2) women,
(3) gambling and (4) slaughterhouses. Wise rulers of all states should
take lessons from Mahirdja Pariksit in how to maintain peace and
morality by subduing the upstarts and quarrelsome people who indulge
in wine, illicit connection with women, gambling and meat-eating sup-
plied by regularly maintained slaughterhouses, In this age of Kali, regu-
lar license is issued for maintaining all of these different departments of
quarrel. So how can they expect peace and morality in the state? The
state fathers, therefore, must follow the principles of becoming wiser by
devotion to the Lord, by chastising the breaker of discipline and by
uprooting the symptoms of quarrel, as mentioned above. If we want blaz-
ing fire, we must use dry fuel. Blazing fire and moist fuel go ill together.
Peace and morality can prosper only by the principles of Maharaja
Pariksit and his followers.
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taksakdad atmano mriyur
dvija-putropasarjitat

prapaisyata upasrutya
mukta-sangah padam hareh

taksakat—by the snakebird; dtmanah—of his personal self;
mrtyum—death; dvija-putra—the son of a brahmana; upasarjitat—
being sent by; prapatsyate—having taken shelter of; upasrutya—after
hearing; mukta-sarigah—freed from all attachment; padam—position;
hareh—of the Lord.

TRANSLATION

After hearing about his death, which will be caused by the bite
of a snakebird sent by a son of a brahmana, he will get himself
freed from all material attachment and surrender unto the Per-
sonality of Godhead, taking shelter of Him.

PURPORT

Material attachment and taking shelter of the lotus feet of the Lord go
ill together. Material attachment means ignorance of transcendental hap-
piness under the shelter of the Lord. Devotional service to the Lord,
while existing in the material world, is a way to practice one's transcen-
dental relation with the Lord, and when it is matured, one gets com-
pletely free from all material attachment and becomes competent to go
back home, back to Godhead. Maharaja Pariksit, being especially at-
tached to the Lord from the beginning of his body in the womb of his
mother, was continuously under the shelter of the Lord, and the so-called
warning of his death within seven days from the date of the curse by the
brahmana’s son was a boon to him to enable him to prepare himself to go
back home, back to Godhead. Since he was always protected by the Lord,
he could have avoided the effect of such a curse by the grace of the Lord,
but he did not take such undue advantage for nothing. Rather, he made
the best use of a bad bargain. For seven days continuously he heard
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Srimad-Bk&gamtam from the right source, and thus he got shelter at the
lotus feet of the Lord by that opportunity.

TEXT 28
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JiRdsitatma-yatharthyo
muner vydasa-sutad asau

hitvedam nrpa gangayar
yasyaty addhakutobhayam

jyAdsita—having inquired of; atma-yatharthyah—right knowledge
of one’s own self; muneh—from the learned philosopher; vyasa-sutat—
the son of Vyasa:; asau—he; hitvda—quitting; idam—this material at-
tachment; nrpa—O King; gargayam—on the bank of the Ganges;
yasyati—will go; addha—directly; akutah-bhayam—the life of
fearlessness.

TRANSLATION

After inquiring about proper self-knowledge from the son of
Vyasadeva, who will be a great philosopher, he will renounce all
material attachment and achieve a life of fearlessness.

PURPORT

Material knowledge means ignorance of the knowledge of one’s own
self. Philosophy means to seek after the right knowledge of one’s own
self, or the knowledge of self-realization. Without sclf—realizatiqn, phi-
losophy is dry speculation or a waste of time and energy. Srimad-
Bhagavatam gives the right knowledge of one’s own self, and by hearing
Srimad-Bhagavatam one can get free from material attachment and
enter into the kingdom of fearlessness. This material world is fearful-
ness. Its prisoners are always fearful as within a prison house. In the
prison house no one can violate the jail rules and regulations, and violat-
ing the rules means another term for extension of prison life. Similarly,
we in this material existence are always fearful. This fearfulness is called
anxiety. Everyone in the material life, in all species and varieties of life,
is full of anxieties, either by breaking or without breaking the laws of
nature. Liberation, or mukti, means getting relief from these constant
anxieties. This is possible only when the anxiety is changed to the devo-
tional service of the Lord. Srimad- Bhagavaram gives us the chance to
change the quality of anxiety from matter to spirit. This is done in the
association of a learned philosopher like the self-realized Sukadeva
Gosvamy, the great son of Sri Vyasadeva. Maharaja Pariksit, after receiv-
ing warning of his death, took advantage of this opportunity by asso-
ciation with Sukadeva Gosvami and achieved the desired result.

There is a sort of imitation of this reciting and hearing of Srimad-
Bhagavatam by professional men, and their foolish audience thinks that
they will get free from the clutches of material attachment and attain the
life of fearlessness. Such imitative hearing of Srimad-BhdgamIam is a
caricature only, and one should not be misled by such a performance of
bhagavatam saptaha undertaken by ridiculous greedy fellows to main-
tain an establishment of material enjoyment.
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vipra jataka-kovidah
labdhapacitayah sarve
pratijagmuh svakan grhan

iti—thus; rajie—unto the King; upadiS§ya—having advised;
viprah—npersons well versed in the Vedas: jataka-kovidah—persons ex-
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pert in astrology and in the performance of birth ceremonies; labdha-
apacitayah—those who had received sumptuously as remuneration;
sarve—all of them; pratijagmuh—went back; svakan—their own;
grhan—houses.

TRANSLATION

Thus those who were expert in astrological knowledge and in
performance of the birth ceremony instructed King Yudhisthira
about the future history of his child. Then, being sumptuously
remunerated, they all returned to their respective homes.

PURPORT

The Vedas are the storehouse of knowledge, both material and spiri-
tual. But such knowledge aims at perfection of self-realization. In other
words, the Vedas are the guides for the civilized man in every respect.
Since human life is the opportunity to get free from all material miseries,
it is properly guided by the knowledge of the Vedas, in the matters of
both material needs and spiritual salvation. The specific intelligent class
of men who were devoted particularly to the knowledge of the Vedas
were called the vipras, or the graduates of the Vedic knowledge. There
are different branches of knowledge in the Vedas, of which astrology and
pathology are two important branches necessary for the common man. So
the intelligent men, generally known as the brahmanas, took up all the
different branches of Vedic knowledge to guide society. Even the depart-
ment of military education (Dhanur-veda) was also taken up by such
intelligent men, and the vipras were also teachers of this section of
knowledge, as were Dronicarya, Krpacarya, ete. ¢

The word vipra mentioned herein is significant. There is a little dif-
ference between the vipras and the brahmanas. The vipras are those who
are expert in karma-kanda, or fruitive activities, guiding the society
towards fulfilling the material necessities of life, whereas the brahmanas
are expert in spiritual knowledge of transcendence. This department of
knowledge is called jiana-kanda, and above this there is the upasana-
kanda. The culmination of upasana-kanda is the devotional service of
the Lord Visnu, and when the brahmanas achieve perfection, they are
called Vaisnavas. Visnu worship is the highest of the modes of worship.
Elevated brahmanas are Vaisnavas engaged in the transcendental loving
service of the Lord, and thus Srimad- -Bhagavatam, which is the science
of devotional service, is very dear to the Vaisnavas. And as explained in
the beginning of the Srimad- Bhagavatam, it is the mature fruit of Vedic
knowledge and is superior subject matter, above the three kandas,
namely karma, jiidna and updsana.

Amongst the karma-kanda experts, the jataka expert vipras were
good astrologers who could tell all the future history of a born child
simply by the astral caleulations of the time (lagna). Such expert jataka-
vipras were present during the birth of Maharaja Pariksit, and his grand-
father, Maharaja Yudhisthira, awarded the vipras sufficiently with gold,
land, villages, grains and other valuable necessaries of life, which also
include cows. There is a need of such viprasin the social structure, and it
is the duty of the state to maintain them comfortably, as designed in the
Vedic procedure. Such expert vipras, being sufficiently paid by the state,
could give free service to the people in general, and thus this department

of Vedic knowledge could be available for all.
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sa esa loke vikhyatah
pariksid iti yat prabhuh

parvan drstam anudhyayan
parikseta naresv iha

sah—he; esah—in this; loke—world; vikhydatah—famous; pariksit—
one who examines; iti—thus; yat—what; prabhuh—0 my King;
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pirvan—before; drstam—seen; anudhydyan—constantly contemplat-
ing; parikseta—shall examine; naresu—unto every man; iha—here.

TRANSLATION

So his son would become famous in the world as Pariksit
[examiner] because he would come to examine all human beings in
his search after that personality whom he saw before his birth.
Thus he would come to constantly contemplate Him.

PURPORT

Maharija Pariksit, fortunate as he was, got the impression of the Lord
even in the womb of his mother, and thus his contemplation on the Lord
was constantly with him. Once the impression of the transcendental form
of the Lord is fixed in one’s mind, one can never forget Him in any
circumstance. Child Pariksit, after coming out of the womb, was in the
habit of examining everyone to see whether he was the same personality
whom he first saw in the womb. But no one could be equal to or more at-
tractive than the Lord, and therefore he never accepted anyone. But the
Lord was constantly with him by such examination, and thus Maharija
Pariksit was always engaged in the devotional service of the Lord by
remembrance.

Srila Jiva Gosvami remarks in this connection that every child, if given
an impression of the Lord from his very childhood, certainly becomes a
great devotee of the Lord like Maharaja Pariksit. One may not be as for-
tunate as Maharaja Pariksit to have the opportunity tesee the Lord in the
womb of his mother, but even if he is not so fortunate, he can be made so
if the parents of the child desire him to be so. There is a practical exam-
ple in my personal life in this connection. My father was a pure devotee
of the Lord, and when I was only four or five years old, my father gave
me a couple of forms of Radha and Krsna. In a playful manner, I used to
worship these Deities along with my sister, and I used to imitate the per-
formances of a neighboring temple of Ridha-Govinda. By constantly
visiting this neighboring temple and copying the ceremonies in connec-
tion with my own Deities of play, I developed a natural affinity for the
Lord. My father used to observe all the ceremonies befitting my position.
Later on, these activities were suspended due to my association in the
schools and colleges, and I became completely out of practice. But in my
youthful days, when I met my spiritual master, Sri Srimad Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Maharaja, again I revived my old habit, and
the same playful Deities became my worshipful Deities in proper regula-
tion. This was followed up until I left the family connection, and I am
pleased that my generous father gave the first impression which was
developed later into regulative devotional service by His Divine Grace.
Mahiraja Prahlada also advised that such impressions of a godly relation
must be impregnated from the beginning of childhood, otherwise one
may miss the opportunity of the human form of life, which is very valua-
ble although it is temporary like others.

TEXT 31
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sa rdja-putro vavrdhe
asu sukla ivodupah
aparyamanah pitrbhih
kasthabhir tva so 'nvaham

sah—that; rdja-putrah—the royal prince; vavrdhe —grew up; dsu—
very soon; Sukle—waxing moon; ifva—like; udupah—the moon;
apuryamanah—luxuriantly; pitrbhih—by the parental guardians;
kasthabhih—plenary development; iva—like; sah—he; anvaham—day
after day.

TRANSLATION

.As the moon, in its waxing fortnight, develops day after day, so
the royal prince [Pariksit] very soon developed luxuriantly under
the care and full facilities of his guardian grandfathers.

TEXT 32
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yaksyamano ‘svamedhena
Jati-droha-jihasaya

raja labdha-dhano dadhyau
nanyatra kara-dandayoh

yaksyamanah—desiring to perform: a$vamedhena—by the horse
sacrifice ceremony; jAdti-droha—fighting with kinsmen; jihdsaya—for
getting free; raja—King Yudhisthira; labdha-dhanah—for getting
some wealth; dadhyau—thought about it; na anyatra—not otherwise;
kara-dandayoh—taxes and fines.

TRANSLATION

Just at this time, King Yudhisthira was considering performing
a horse sacrifice to get freed from sins incurred from fighting with
kinsmen. But he became anxious to get some wealth, for there
were no surplus funds outside of fines and tax collection.

PURPORT

As the brahmanas and vipras had a right to be subsidized by the state,
the state executive head had the right to collect taxes and fines from the
citizens. After the Battle of Kuruksetra the state treasury was exhausted,
and therefore there was no surplus fund except the fund from tax collec-
tion and fines. Such funds were sufficient only for the state budget, and
having no excess fund, the King was anxious to get more wealth in some
other way in order to perform the horse sacrifice. Maharija Yudhisthira
wanted to perform this sacrifice under the instruction of Bhismadeva.

TEXT 33
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tad abhipretam alaksya
bhrataro ‘cyuta-coditah
dhanari prahinam djahur
udicydrn disi bhirisah
tat—his; abhipretam—wishes of the mind; alaksya—observing;
bhratarah—his brothers; acyuta—the infallible (Lord $ri Krsna):
coditah—being advised by; dhanam—riches; prahinam—to col-
lect; gjahuh—brought. about; udicyam—northern; disi—direction;
bharisah—sufficient.
TRANSLATION

Understanding the hearty wishes of the King, his brothers, as
advised by the infallible Lord Krsna, collected sufficient riches
from the North [left by King Marutta].

PURPORT

Mahardja Marutta: one of the great emperors of the world. He reigned
over the world long before the reign of Mahirija Yudhisthira. He was the
son of Mahardja Aviksit and was a great devotee of the son of the sun-
god, known as Yamardja. His brother Samvarta was a rival priest of the
great Brhaspati, the learned priest of the demigods. He conducted one
sacrifice called Sarikara-yajfia by which the Lord was so satisfied that He
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was pleased to hand over to him the charge of a mountain peak of gold.
This peak of gold is somewhere in the Himalaya Mountains, and modern
adventurers may try to find it there. He was so powerful an emperor that
at the day’s end of sacrifice, the demigods from the other planets like In-
dra, Candra and Brhaspati used to visit his palace. And because he had
the gold peak at his disposal, he had sufficient gold in his possession. The
canopy of the sacrificial altar was completely made of gold. In his daily
performances of the sacrificial ceremonies, some of the inhabitants of the
Vayuloka (airy planets) were invited to expedite the cooking work of the
ceremony. And the assembly of the demigods in the ceremony was led by
Viévadeva.

By his constant pious work he was able to drive out all kinds of dis-
eases from the jurisdiction of his kingdom. All the inhabitants of higher
planets like Devaloka and Pitrloka were pleased with him for his
great sacrificial ceremonies. Every day he used to give in charity to the
learned brahmanas such things as beddings, seats, conveyances and
sufficient quantities of gold. Because of munificent charities and perfor-
mances of innumerable sacrifices, the King of heaven, Indradeva, was
fully satisfied with him and always wished for his welfare. Due to his
pious activities, he remained a young man throughout his life and
reigned over the world for one thousand years, surrounded by his
satisfied subjects, ministers, legitimate wife, sons and brothers. Even
Lord Sri Krsna praised his spirit of pious activities. He handed over his
only daughter to Maharsi Angira, and by his good blessings, he was ele-
vated to the kingdom of heaven. First of all, he wanted to offer the
priesthood of his sacrifices to learned Brhaspati, but the demigod refused
to accept the post because of the King’s being a human being, a man of
this earth. He was very sorry for this, but on the advice of Narada Muni
he appointed Samvarta to the post, and he was successful in his mission.

The success of a particular type of sacrifice completely depends on the
priest in charge. In this age, all kinds of sacrifice are forhidden because
there is no learned priest amongst the so-called brahmanas, who go by
the false notion of becoming sons of brahmanas without brahminical
qualifications. In this age of Kali, therefore, only one kind of sacrifice is
recommended, sarikirtana-yajiia, as inaugurated by Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

TEXT 34
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tena sambhrta-sambhdro
dharma-putro yudhisthirah

vajimedhais tribhir bhito
yajraih samayajad dharim

tena—with that wealth; sambhria—collected; sambharah—ingre-
dients; dharma-putrah—the pious king: yudhisthirah—Yudhisthira:
vajimedhaih—by horse sacrifices; tribhih—three times; bhitah—being
greatly afraid after the Battle of Kuruksetra; yajaaih—sacrifices:
samayajat—perfectly worshiped; harim—the Personality of Godhead.

TRANSLATION

By those riches, the King could procure the ingredients for
three horse sacrifices. Thus the pious King Yudhisthira, who was
very fearful after the Battle of Kuruksetra, pleased Lord Hari, the
Personality of Godhead.

PURPORT

Mahirdja Yudhisthira was the ideal and celebrated pious King of the
world, and still he was greatly afraid after the execution of the Battle of
Kuruksetra because of the mass killing in the fight, all of which was done
-only to install him on the throne. He therefore took all the responsibility
for sins committed in the warfare, and to get rid of all these sins, he
wanted to perform three sacrifices in which horses are offered at the
altar. Such a sacrifice is very costly. Even Maharaja Yudhisthira had to

[Canto 1, Ch. 12

collect the necessary heaps of gold left by Mahardja Marutta dnd the
brahmanas who were given gold in charity by King Marutta. The learned
brahmanas could not take away all the loads of gold given by Maharaja
Marutta, and therefore they left behind the major portion of the gift.
And Mahirija Marutta also did not again collect such heaps of gold given
away in charity. Besides that, all the golden plates and utensils which
were used in the sacrifice were also thrown in the dustbins, and all such
heaps of gold remained unclaimed property for a long time, till Maharija
Yudhisthira collected them for his own purposes. Lord Sri Krsna advised
the brothers of Maharaja Yudhisthira to collect the unclaimed property
because it belonged to the King. The more astonishing thing is that no
subject of the state also collected such unclaimed gold for industrial en-
terprise or anything like that. This means that the state citizens were
completely satisfied with all necessities of life and therefore not inclined
to accept unnecessary productive enterprises for sense gratification.
Maharaja Yudhisthira also requisitioned the heaps of gold for perform-
ing sacrifices and for pleasing the Supreme Hari Personality of Godhead.
Otherwise he had no desire to collect them for the state treasury.

One should take lessons from the acts of Maharaja Yudhisthira, He
was afraid of sins committed on the battlefield, and therefore he wanted
to satisfy the supreme authority. This indicates that unintentional sins
are also committed in our daily occupational discharge of duties, and to
counteract even such unintentional crimes, one must perform sacrifices
as they are recommended in the revealed scriptures. The Lord says in
Bhagavad-gita (yajaarthat karmano ‘nyatra loko ‘yarn karma-
bandhanah) that one must perform sacrifices recommended in the scrip-
tures in order to get rid of commitments of all unauthorized work, or
even unintentional crimes which we are apt to commit. By doing so, one
shall be freed from all kinds of sins. And those who do not do so but
work for self-interest or sense gratification have to undergo all tribula-
tions accrued from committed sins. Therefore, the main purpose of per-
forming sacrifices is to satisfy the Supreme Personality Hari. The process
of performing sacrifices may be different in terms of different times,
places and persons, but the aim of such sacrifices is one and the same at
all times and in all circumstances, viz., satisfaction of the Supreme Lord
Hari. That is the way of pious life, and that is the way of peace and
prosperity in the world at large. Maharaja Yudhisthira did all these as the
ideal pious king in the world.

If Maharaja Yudhisthira is a sinner in his daily discharge of duties, in
royal administration of state affairs, wherein killing of man and animals
is a recognized art, then we can just imagine the amount of sins commit-
ted consciously or unconsciously by the untrained population of the Kali-
yuga who have no way to perform sacrifice to please the Supreme Lord.
The Bhagavatam says, therefore, that the prime duty of the human
being is to satisfy the Supreme Lord by the performance of one’s occupa-
tional duty (Bkﬁg 1.2.13).

Let any man of any place or community, caste or creed be engaged in
any sort of occupational duty, but he must agree to perform sacrifices as
it is recommended in the scriptures for the particular place, time and
person. In the Vedic literatures it is recommended that in Kali-yuga
people engage in glorifying the Lord by chanting the holy name of Krsna
(kirtanad eva krsnasya mukta-sangah param vrajet) without offense. By
doing so one can be freed from all sins and thus can attain the highest
perfection of life by returning home, back to Godhead. We have already
discussed this more than once in this great literature in different places,
especially in the introductory portion by sketching the life of Lord Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and still we are repeating the same with a view to
bring about peace and prosperity in society.

The Lord has declared openly in Bhagavad-gita how He becomes
pleased with us, and the same process is practically demonstrated in the
life and preaching work of Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. The perfect
process of performing yajiias, or sacrifice, to please the Supreme Lord
Hari (the Personality of Godhead, who gets us free from all miseries of
existence) is to follow the ways of Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu in this
dark age of quarrel and dissension.

Maharaja Yudhisthira had to collect heaps of gold to secure the
paraphernalia for the horse sacrifice yajfias in days of sufficiency, so we
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can hardly think of such performance of yajfias in these days of insuffi-
ciency and complete scarcity of gold. At the present moment we have
heaps of papers and promises of their being converted into gold by
economic development of modern civilization, and still there is no
possibility of spending riches like Mahiraja Yudhisthira, either in-
dividually or collectively or by state patronization. Just suitable,
therefore, for the age, is the method recommended by Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu in terms of the sastra. Such a method requires no expen-
diture at all and yet can award more benefit than other expensive
methods of yajiia performances.

The horse sacrifice yajiia or cow sacrifice yajiia performed by the
Vedic regulations shouldn’t be misunderstood as a process of killing
animals. On the contrary, animals offered for the yajiia were rejuvenated
to a new span of life by the transcendental power of chanting the Vedic
hymns, which, if properly chanted, are different from what is under-
stood by the common layman. The Veda-mantras are all practical, and
the proof is rejuvenation of the sacrificed animal.

There is no possibility of such methodical chanting of the Vedic hymns
by the so-called brahmanas or priests of the present age. The untrained
descendants of the twice-born families are no more like their forefathers,
and thus they are counted amongst the sadras, or once-born men. The
once-born man is unfit to chant the Vedic hymns, and therefore there is
no practical utility of chanting the original hymns.

And to save them all, Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu propounded the
sarikirtana movement or yajia for all practical purposes, and the people
of the present age are strongly recommended to follow this sure and rec-
ognized path.

TEXT 35
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ahiito bhagavan rajna
Yajayitva dvijair nrpam
uvdasa katicin mdsdn

suhrdam priya-kamyaya

ahiitah—being called by; bhagavan—Lord Krsna, the Personality of
Godhead; rajia—by the King; yajayitvd—causing to be performed; duvi-
jaih—by the learned brahmanas; nrpam—on behalf of the King;
uvasa—resided; katicit—a few; mdsan—months; suhrdam—for the
sake of the relatives; priya-kamyaya—for the pleasure.

TRANSLATION

Lord Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead, being invited to the
sacrifices by Maharaja Yudhisthira, saw to it that they were per-
formed by qualified [twice-born] brihmanas. After that, for the

pleasure of the relatives, the Lord remained a few months.

PURPORT

Lord Sri Krsna was invited by Maharija Yudhisthira to look into the
supervision of the performances of yajfia, and the Lord, to abide by the
orders of His elderly cousin, caused the performance of yajias by
learned twice-born brahmanas. Simply taking birth in the family of a
brahmana does not make one qualified to perform yajrias. One must be
twice-horn by proper training and initiation from the hona fide acdrya.
The once-horn scions of brahmana families are equal with the once-born
Sidras, and such brahma-bandhus, or unqualified once-born scions,
must be rejected for any purpose of religious or Vedic function. Lord Sri
Krsna was entrusted to look after this arrangement, and perfect as He is,
He caused the yajiias to be performed by the bona fide twice-born
brahmanas for successful execution.

TEXT 36
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tato rajiabhyanujidtah
krsnaya saha-bandhubhih
yayau dvaravatim brahman
sarjuno yadubhir vrtah
tatah—thereafter; rajia—by the King; abhyanujiiatah—being per-
mitted; krspaya—as well as by Draupadi; ssha—along with;
bandhubhih—other relatives; yayau—went to; dvdravatim—Dviraka-
dhima; brahman—O brahmanas; sa-arjunah—along with Arjuna;
yadubhih—by the members of the Yadu dynasty; vrtah—surrounded.

TRANSLATION

O Saunaka, thereafter the Lord, having bade farewell to King
Yudhisthira, Draupadi and other relatives, started for the city of
Dvaraka, accompanied by Arjuna and other members of the Yadu
dynasty.

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the First Canto, Twelfth
Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled “Birth of Emperor Pariksit.”

CHAPTER THIRTEEN

Dhrtarastra Quits Home

TEXT 1
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sita uvaca
viduras tirtha-yatrayam
maitreyad atmano gatim
JRatvagad dhdstinapurar
tayavdpta-vivitsitah

sitah uvaca—Sri Sita Gosvami said; vidurah—Vidura; tirtha-
yatrayam—while traveling to different places of pilgrimage;
maitreydt—from the great sage Maitreya; dtmanah—of the self:
gatim—destination; jAdtvd—by knowing it; agat—went back; hdstina-
puram—the city of Hastinipura; taya—by that knowledge; avapta—
sufficiently a gainer; vivitsitah—being well versed in everything knowa-
ble.

TRANSLATION
Sri Siita Gosvami said: While traveling on a pilgrimage, Vidura
received knowledge of the destination of the self from the great
sage Maitreya and then returned to Hastinapura, He became as well
versed in the subject as he desired.

PURPORT

Vidura: One of the prominent figures in the history of the
Mahabharata. He was conceived by Vyisadeva in the womb of the
maidservant of Ambik4, mother of Mahardja Pandu. He is the incarna-
tion of Yamaraja. Being cursed by Manduka Muni, he was to become a
Sidra. The story is narrated as follows. Once upon a time the state police
caught some thieves who had concealed themselves in the hermitage of
Manduka Muni. The police constables, as usual, arrested all the thieves
and Manduka Muni along with them. The Magistrate specifically
punished the muni to death by being pierced with a lance. When he was
just to be pierced, the news reached the king, and he at once stopped the
act on consideration of his being a great muni. The king personally
begged the muni’s pardon for the mistake of his men, and the saint at
once went to Yamaraja, who prescribes the destiny of the living beings.
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Yamaraja, being questioned by the muni, replied that the muni in his
childhood pierced an ant with a sharpened straw, and for that reason he
was put into difficulty. The muni thought it unwise on the part of
Yamarija that he was punished for his childish innocence, and thus the
muni cursed Yamaraja to become a §idra, and this Siidra incarnation of
Yamardja was known as Vidura, the sidra brother of Dhrtarastra and
Maharaja Pandu. But this §iidra son of the Kuru dynasty was equally
treated by Bhismadeva, along with his other nephews, and in due course
Vidura was married with a girl who was also born in the womb of a
Siidrani by a brahmana. Although Vidura did not inherit the property of
his father (the brother of Bhismadeva), still he was given sufficient state
property by Dhrtardstra, the elder brother of Vidura. Vidura was very
much attached to his elder brother, and all along he tried to guide him on
the right path. During the fratricidal war of Kuruksetra, Vidura
repeatedly implored his elder brother to do justice to the sons of Pandu,
but Duryodhana did not like such interference by his uncle, and thus he
practically insulted Vidura. This resulted in Vidura’s leaving home for
pilgrimage and taking instructions from Maitreya.

TEXT 2
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yavatah krtavan prasinan
ksattd kausdaravagratah
jataika-bhaktir govinde

tebhyas copararama ha

yavatah—all that; krtavan—did he put; prasn@n—questions;
ksatta—a name of Vidura; kausirava—a name of Maitreya: agratah—
in the presence of; jata—having grown up: eka—one; bhaktih—tran-
scendental loving service; govinde—unto Lord Krsna; tebhyah—regard-
ing further questions; ca—and; uparardmu—relired from; ha—in the
past.

TRANSLATION

After asking various questions and becoming established in the
transcendental loving service of Lord Krsna, Vidura retired from
putting questions to Maitreya Muni.

PURPORT

Vidura retired from putting questions before Maitreya Muni when he
was convinced by Maitreya Rsi that the summum bonum of life is to be
finally situated in the transcendental loving service of Lord Sri Krsna,
who is Govinda, or one who satisfies His devotees in all respects. The
conditioned soul, the living being in material existence, seeks happiness
by employing his senses in the modes of materialism, but that cannot
give him satisfaction. He then searches after the Supreme Truth by the
empiric philosophic speculative method and intellectual feats. But if he
does not find the ultimate goal, he again goes down to material activities
and engages himself in various philanthropic and altruistic works, which
all fail to give him satisfaction. So neither fruitive activities nor dry
philosophical speculation can give one satisfaction because by nature a
living being is the eternal servitor of the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna, and all
the Vedic literatures give him direction towards that ultimate end. The
Bhagavad-gita (15.15) confirms this statement.

Like Vidura, an inquisitive conditioned soul must approach a bona fide
spiritual master like Maitreya and by intelligent inquiries must try to
know everything about karma (fruitive activities), jadna (philosophical
research for the Supreme Truth) and yoge (the linking process of
spiritual realization). One who is not seriously inclined to put questions
before a spiritual master need not accommodate a show-bottle spiritual
master, nor should a person who may be a spiritual master for others
pose to be so if he is unable to engage his disciple ultimately in the tran-
scendental loving service of Lord Sri Krgna. Vidura was successful in ap-
proaching such a spiritual master like Maitreya, and he got the ultimate

[Canto 1, Ch. 13, Text 4]

goal of life: bhakti unto Govinda. Thus there was nothing to be known
further about spiritual progress.

TEXTS 3-4
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tarn bandhum agatarn drstva
dharma-putrah sahdnujah

dhriarastro yuyutsus ca
sitah saradvatah prtha

gandhari draupadi brahman
subhadra cottard krpi

anyas ca jamayah pandor
jnatayah sasutah striyah

tam—him; bandhum—relative; dgatam—having arrived there;
drstvi—by seeing it; dharma-putrah—Yudhisthira; saha-anujah—
along with his younger brothers; dhrtarastrah—Dhrtarastra; yuyutsuh-
—Satyaki; ca—and; sitah—Saiijaya; Saradvatah—Krpacarya; prtha—
Kunti; gandhari—Gandhiri; draupadi—Draupadi; - brahman—0
brahmanas; subhadra—Subhadra; ca—and; uttara—Uttara; krpi—
Krpi; anydh—others; ca—and; jamayah—wives of other family mem-
bers; pandoh—of the Pandavas; jiatayah—family members; sa-
sutah—along with their sons; striyah—the ladies.

TRANSLATION
When they saw Vidura return to the palace, all the inhabitants—
Maharaja Yudhisthira, his younger brothers, Dhrtarastra, Satyaki,
Safijaya, Krpacarya, Kunti, Gandhari, Draupadi, Subhadra, Uttara,
Krpi, many other wives of the Kauravas, and other ladies with
children—all hurried to him in great delight. It so appeared that
they had regained their consciousness after a long period.

(conrinued in next issue)

Vaisnava Calendar

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritual calendar that divides the year into
twelve manths, each named for a different form of Krsna. The year is full of
Krsna conscious festivals, and some of the upcoming ones are listed here. The
devotees at the ISKCON center nearest you will gladly tell you about the
meaning of these festivals.

Year 491, Caitanya kra
Waisnava months of Hrsikesa [August 29— September 27) and Padmandbha (September 28-October 26}

Sept 25 (Hrsikesa 28

Sept 26 (Hrsikesa 29)

Sept 27 (Hrsikeda 300

Oct 8 (Padmandbha 117}

Appearance of 5l
Saccidinanda
Bhaktivinoda Thakura,

S Ananta-caturdasi-
wvrata. Disappearance of
Srila Hariddsa Thakura,

&t Visvardpa-
mahotsava. Pamima.

Indira-ekadasl {fasting
from grains and beans).

Oct 9 (Padmanabha 12

Ocl 22 [Padmandbha 251

Oct 23 (Padmanabha 261

Oct 24 (Padmanabha 27)

Ekadadi break-fast after
sunrise before 10:25 Am

Vijayotsava of Lord
Ramacandra.
Appearance of Sripada
Madhvacirya.

Pasanikusa-ekadasi
lfasting from grains and
beans).

Beginning of Kartika-
vrata if starting from the
Ekadasl.

Ekadasi break-fast after
sunrise, before 9:47AmM
Disappearance of $rila
Raghunatha dasa
Gosvami, 5ri Raghunitha
Bhatta Gosvami, and
4rila Krsnadasa Kavirdja
Gosvami.

Oct 26 (Padmandbha 29

Pamima.

Purnima,

Saradiya-rasayatrd of St Krsna (risa-lig).
Beginning of Kartika-vrata if started from the

Disappearance of $ Murdr Gupta.




A look at the worldwide activities of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

ISKCON Goes on the Air in Memphis

Brahma dasa at the WEYL console.

Every Tuesday night in Memphis,
Tennessee, the transcendental sounds of
a two-and-a-half-hour Hare Krsna radio
show fill the Southern airwaves, courtesy

of station WEVL, 90.3-FM. The pro-

gram, aired live, includes a variety of
guest interviews, comedy/satire, and
music—all centered on the dynamic phi-
losophy of Krsna consciousness.

Station manager Dennis Badson ex-
plains that the community-owned sta-
tion seeks out unusual programs not
normally broadcast on commercial radio.
Not long ago Brahma dasa, the president
of ISKCON’s Memphis center, offered
to do a show called ‘‘The Cheaters and
the Cheated.” He told the station’s
board members that the show would ex-
pose the shortcomings of modern society
and present the alternative society—one
based on God consciousness, ‘‘simple
living and high thinking.’’ Program
director Bart Lipman liked the idea and
asked to hear more.

Brahma dasa took the opportunity to
explain, *“We want to show how the big
leaders have systematically conditioned
ordinary people to search for happiness
under a completely false conception of
life. They have directed people toward
acquiring useless paraphernalia that only
drives them deeper into the realm of
hopelessness. The leaders are misguid-
ing everyone into thinking that advance-
ment means concrete, steel, money, and
the selfish pursuit of pleasure. As a
result, everyone feels constantly driven
and repeatedly frustrated by an unending
network of artificial desires. And, of
course, that mentality simply results in
crime, poverty, and social unrest. Then

the masses—and even the so-called
leaders—try to shelter themselves from
despair with alcohol, cigarettes, drugs,
pornography, and so forth. We should
rise to a higher state of consciousness
and happiness. Unless we realize that the
real goal of life is God consciousness, we
will never achieve any real advance-
ment—only a shadow advancement that

leads to chaos and destruction.”

The Summer of the Chariots

This summer, for the eleventh-
straight year, the chariots of Lord Jagan-
natha (the Lord of the Universe) rolled
down the avenues of American and
Canadian cities. The International
Society for Krishna Consciousness was
restaging a festival held since time im-
memorial in the city of Puri, India.
Hundreds of thousands of amazed and
delighted people witnessed Ratha-
yatra—the Festival of the Chariots.

This year’s festival in New York City
was as memorable as ever. Three huge,
bright-canopied, hand-drawn wooden
chariots left Central Park and journeyed
down Fifth Avenue to Washington
Square Park. Harvard University religion

Cheering the Lord’s chariot on—at San
Francisco’s Golden Gate Park.

professor Harvey Cox rode on one of the
carts and later spoke to the crowd on the
importance of the Hare Krsna move-
ment. “‘I'm here to pay tribute to a
movement which has meant a lot to me,
spiritually and intellectually,”’ said Dr.
Cox. He went on to condemn the attacks
of “‘deprogrammers’’; ““They are trying
to deprive the devotees of the most
valuable possession in life—faith in the
Supreme Lord.”’

For a full week the chariots stayed in
Washington Square Park, until at last
devotees and well-wishers drew them
back along Sixth Avenue to the temple.
The week of festivities peaked at the
day’s free feast and festival in Central
Park. Musician-composer Alice Col-
trane delighted the crowd with her
Gospel-flavored renderings of traditional
Krsna chants. And VEDA (ISKCON’s
new Vedic Ensemble of the Dramatic
Arts) presented an enchanting original
dance performance based on the ancient
Indian epic Ramdyana.

Similar festivals took place in
Honolulu, Toronto, and Atlanta; at
Philadelphia’s historic Independence
Mall; in San Francisco’s Golden Gate
Park, where Rathid-yitrd in the West
began; and along Venice Beach in Los
Angeles, where police estimated the
crowd at 200,000.

Scientific Conference:
*Life Comes from Life’’

From October 14 to 16, in the historic
and holy city of Vrndivana, India,
ISKCON’s Bhaktivedanta Institute will
hold an international scientific con-
ference titled ‘‘Life Comes from Life.”’
Scientists from around the world will
gather to discuss the central theme—that
life arises not from material but from
spiritual causes—in light of both modern
theories and the ancient Vedic litera-
tures.

The Bhaktivedanta Institute, the aca-
demic division of ISKCON, comprises
professional scientists and scholars who
are also devotees of Krsna. These men
study the Vedic information on nature,
the self, consciousness, and God, and
they present their gleanings to the world
academic community. For further
details, please contact Svaripa Damo-
dara dasa BrahmacarT (Thoudam Damo-
dar Singh, Ph.D.), Director of the
Bhaktivedanta Institute, at 70 Common-
wealth Avenue, Boston, Massachusetts
02116. Phone: (617) 266-8369.

Parliament Member Praises
the Srimad-Bhagavatam

We recently received the following
warm appreciation for Srila Prabhu-
pada’s Srimad-Bhagavatam from Sri R.
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Subrahmanyam, Deputy Director of
Research at the Lok Sabha Secretariat,
Indian National Parliament (New
Delhi).

“For the welfare and happiness of
mankind, His Divine Grace Srila A.C,
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, the
founder-dcarya of the ISKCON move-
ment, has taken upon himself the stu-
pendous task of translating the Srimad-
Bhagavatam from Sanskrit into English
in about sixty volumes. It is really
astonishing how he is able to do this
single-handedly, considering the enor-
mity of the task itself as well as Srila
Prabhupada’s ceaseless travels and other
multifarious activities in the service of
the Lord.

*‘So far twenty-eight volumes of this
most beautiful literature on God have
been brought out by ISKCON, and the
rest are under preparation. The pub-
lishers have seen to it that the printing,
format, and pictures are of the highest
quality, so that they serve as an orna-
ment to the divine contents of the books.

“The people and leaders of every
country, race, and community in the
world now have a rare opportunity to
understand the glorious science of God
and follow it for their own perfection. I
would say that this encyclopedia of spiri-
tual knowledge is more important and
fundamental than the encyclopedia of
any other branch of knowledge. It
should, therefore, find its rightful place

not only in the libraries of educational
institutions but also in every household,
and above all, in the hearts and minds of
every man and woman.”’

Krsna Conscious Fete for
Walter Reuther’s Daughter

Everyone who attended had the high-
est praise for the Vedic wedding of
Lekhasravanti dasi (Elisabeth Luise
Reuther, daughter of the late labor
leader Walter Reuther) and Bhisaya
dasa (Bruce Dickmeyer) at ISKCON’s
fifty-five-room Detroit center, the
former Lawrence P. Fisher mansion.
Best man was Ambarisa dasa (Alfred
Brush Ford, the great-grandson of
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The bridegroom Bhusaya dasa (Brucé
Dickmeyer), the bride, and the best
man Ambarisa dasa (Alfred Ford).

automobile magnate Henry Ford).

The ceremony featured a Vedic fire
sacrifice and chanting of ancient hymns
and mantras. In addition, each of the two
hundred guests received a garland of
Hawaiian flowers, and at the end of the
ceremony fragrant flower petals
showered the newlyweds,

Bhusaya and Lekhasravanti plan to
stay active in the Detroit center’s
preaching programs, and they spoke
briefly about the wedding and their in-
volvement in the Krsna consciousness
movement. Bhisaya noted that fewer
and fewer of today’s young people regard
marriage as a sacred obligation. Then he
said, ‘“We would like to show that if you
put Krsna (God) at the center of your
married life, you’ll have a harmonious,
lasting family situation that grows in
meaning. Lekhasravanti and I decided
that we could help each other advance in
Krsna consciousness and also help
others see how a married couple can
cooperate for spiritual progress.’

““My father was always talking about
human dignity,’’ Lekhasravanti ob-
served. “‘So in one sense Bhusaya and I
are working for the same goal: awaken-
ing people to a higher awareness of
themselves. But we want people to know
that they’re really spiritual beings.”’ Ex-
plaining the wedding’s opulence,
Lekhasravanti said, ‘“We don’t try to at-
tract attention to ourselves—we do
everything nicely, just to please Krsna.”

Q/{/f (gpgﬂ o@gl l’g]" One Christian’s Comment: “ISKCON Is of God.”

In recent years there has been an
abundance of controversy concerning
‘‘cults.”” Jesus forewarned about false
prophets and religions that would appear
in this last age. The Bible clarifies this
issue of which ‘“‘cults’’ are of God and
which aren’t. Sad to say, in this Age of
Quarrel people would rather create a dis-
turbance than look to God’s word for the
answers.

In the Biblical book of Acts (5:38-39),
we find the case of Peter and other Apos-
tles before the Jewish council. A re-
spected teacher of the law named Ga-
maliel gives sound instruction to the
council: *‘And so in this present case, I
say to you, stay away from these men
and let them alone, for if their plan or ac-
tion should be of men, it will be over-
thrown; but if it is of God, you will not
be able to overthrow them; or else you
may even be found fighting against
God.”

Presently there are many false cults
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that only pretend to be ‘‘of God,”’ but 1
assure you the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness is not one of
them. I strongly believe this, because
Jesus said (in Matthew 7:18), ‘A good
tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a
rotten tree produce good fruit,”” and (in
Matthew 7:20) ‘‘So then, you will know
them by their fruits.”’

In Galatians (5:19-23) we learn how
to “*know them by their fruits’’: ‘“‘Now
the deeds of the flesh are evident, which
are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,
idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife,
jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes,
dissensions, carousings, and things like
these, of which I forewarned you that
those who practice such things shall not
inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit
of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness, self-control; against such things
there is no law.”” It should be evident to
anyone with even a little impartial vision

that the fruits of the spirit and not of the
flesh predominate in ISKCON,

Jesus gave the commandment that we
love one another (Galatians 5:14): “‘For
the whole law is fulfilled in one word, in
this statement, ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.’”’ And the devo-
tees of Lord Krsna are laying down their
lives daily to perform the highest welfare
activities for the suffering people of this
world —spreading God consciousness.
They suffer insults, mockery, trials, and
tribulations because of their love of God
and mankind, and though they seek no
reward, they will not go unrewarded.

So I feel sure that after impartially ex-
amining the facts, all will conclude that
ISKCON is of and for God, and God is
for ISKCON. Hare Krsna.

David Hoover
Holland, Ohio
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Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out

On Absolute Authority

The following conversation between His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupdda and one of his disciples took
place in Bhuvanesvara, India.

Devotee: Srila Prabhupada, one criti-
cism against our Krsna consciousness
movement is that we are following ab-
solute authority. People are critical be-
cause we rigidly adhere to your authority
and to the authority of the scriptures.
They say this is not a healthy psychology.
Srila Prabhupada: Their criticism is a
contradiction. If they say authority is not
good, then why are they criticizing us?
They are trying to impose their own au-
thority on us.

Devotee [in the role of an antagonist]: I
don’t say you have to accept me as an au-
thority.

Srila Prabhupada: Then you are talking
nonsense. You are like a merchant sell-
ing his wares, but telling the customer,
“You don’t have to buy from me.”” What
is the use of his selling? And what is the
use of your instruction, if I don’t have to
accept you as an authority?

Devotee: Well, everyone has his own
life to live, so each person should take
the best from many authorities. I might
accept some ideas from your philosophy
and some from various other philoso-
phies as well. I can take whatever I think
is best for me.

Srila Prabhupada: But if you find the
best of everything all in one place, then
why should you run here and there?
Devotee: Well, history teaches us that
whenever there is absolute authority, it
isn’t healthy—like Hitler’s Germany, for
example.

Srila Prabhupada: Absolute authority
is bad when the authority is wrong. But if
the authority is right, then it is good—
because you can submit to one authority
and receive all knowledge. It’s like going
to a supermarket; we can get everything
there in one place.

Devotee: But people often confuse our
allegiance to scriptural authority with
totalitarianism. One professor told me
that if the Krsna consciousness move-
ment ever became powerful, we would
probably be intolerant towards all other
religions.

Srila Prabhupada: That means he does
not understand us.

Devotee: Suppose someone didn’t want
to be a devotee in a society with a Krsna-

conscious king or president. What would
happen to him?

Srila Prabhupada: The king must chas-
tise him—he has that power. For exam-
ple, if a child says, “‘Father, I don’t
believe in education; let me play,”” the
father will never allow it. The king’s duty
is to guide the citizens like that.
Devotee: But if someone wanted to be
a Christian in a society governed by a
Krsna-conscious leader, would that per-
son be chastised?

Srila Prabhupada: The father does not
chastise always, but only when his son
does something wrong. To practice the
Christian religion means to believe in
God and abide by His orders. A faithful
Christian would not be persecuted in a
society with Krsna-conscious leadership.
Devotee: So the Christians would be al-
lowed to follow the Bible?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. To follow the
Bible is certainly religion. But the Chris-
tians today do not follow their scripture.
The Bible says, ‘‘Thou shalt not kill,”’
but they are killing millions of cows and
eating their flesh. What kind of Chris-
tianity is that?

Devotee: So they should be chastised.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, they should be
punished. That is the duty of the king.
You may follow any bona fide religion
and receive all protection by the Krsna-
conscious government. But if you don’t
follow your own religion faithfully, then
you must be corrected. That is the king’s
duty. A king cannot dictate that you
must follow one particular religious
faith, but he can order that you follow
some religion. If you have no religion,
then you’re an animal, and you must be

chastised. Religion means the instruc-
tion given by God (dharmam tu saksad
bhagavat-pranitam). And to be religious
means to obey God and to love Him. So
it doesn’t matter through what religious
process you have understood God. The
important thing is that you love God and
abide by His orders. Then you are
religious. But if you do not know God—
or if you have some imaginary god—
then you must learn who God actually is.
And if you refuse to learn, then you
must be punished.

Devotee: If someone says, ‘I know
God,”’ what is the test to see if he really
does?

Srila Prabhupada: The test is that he
must be able to explain about God to
others. Ask him, ‘‘Can you say what
God is?”’

Devotee: ““God is the force moving the
universe.”’

Srila Prabhupada: So that means you
do not know God. Who is behind the
force? Whenever there is force, there
must be a person who is forceful—who is
forcing. Who is that?

Devotee: 1 don’t have such vision.
Srila Prabhupada: Then learn about
God from me. And if you refuse, then
you must be punished. You see, the king
has to see that the citizens are God con-
scious. That is his duty.

Devotee: Then a Krsna-conscious lead-
er has to be like a father.

Srila Prabhupida: Yes. That quality
was personally exhibited by Lord Rama-
candra. He treated His subjects like His
own sons, and they treated Lord Rama
as their father. The relationship between
the king and the citizens should be like
that between a father and his sons.
Devotee: The chastisement that the
king gives. . .

Srila Prabhupada: That is out of love,
not enviousness. Chastisement means
correction. If a citizen is acting wrongly,
he has to be corrected. This is actually
Krsna’s business in human society: to
chastise the miscreants, to give protec-
tion to the godly persons, and to
establish the true principles of religion.
This is the mission of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead in the world, and we
have to execute His mission. Gradually
Krsna-conscious devotees have to take
the posts of leadership and correct the
whole human society. T
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ABORTION: SETTING
THE MATTER STRAIGHT

Life inthe Womb Begins at Conception
by Amarendra dasa

One of today’'s most disturbing, confusing, and hotly
debated issues is whether abortion is right or wrong.
Feelings run deep, and both sides offer complex
arguments. But at the heart of the controversy lies one
crucial question: When does life begin within the womb?
Ironically, despite so much progress in economics,
education, technology, and so on, even our leaders are
still unable to answer this basic question.

Take, for example, the U.S. Supreme Court. In 1973 the
Court ruled that women could legally have an abortion
during the first three months of pregnancy. Although they
lacked any relevant evidence whatsoever, the justices
decided that the element of life does not enter the fetus
until after the third month. In effect, the justices turned
their court into a pseudoscientific laboratory and
legalized an act that had been virtually outlawed
throughout the United States. The result? A staggering
increase in the number of known abortions—from several
thousand in 1973 to over one million in 1976.

However, in a 6-to-3 decision handed down a few
months ago, the Supreme Court appeared to be back-
tracking from its previous pro-abortion stand. Now, in an
obvious reaction to grass-roots anti-abortion pressure,
the Court has ruled that state and local governments can
refuse to finance abortions for needy women. Although
not outlawing abortions altogether, the Court's latest rul-

ing has made them exceedingly more difficult to obtain—.

and has proved beyond a doubt that even the highest
judges in the land are more concerned with public
opinion than with scientific fact. _

After all, if the justices had had some scientific basis
for their first ruling—that the fetus is not really “alive” un-
til after the third month of pregnancy—then why should
they now reverse themselves and make abortions during
the first three months more difficult to obtain? What
would be the harm in getting rid of a “lifeless lump of
flesh” to protect the welfare of an unwed mother, for ex-
ample? On the other hand, if some new scientific evi-
dence has recently come to light proving that life in the
womb begins at the point of conception, then why won't
the Supreme Court outlaw abortions altogether? Why
should they continue to condone mass infanticide?
Clearly, the Supreme Court has shown its ineptitude at
solving the abortion issue.

So we are left still facing our basic question: When
does life begin within the womb? In searching for
answers to this question, we must first understand
that we are not dealing with something gross—something

we can measure in a laboratory. The life principle is the -

subtlest substance in existence. We can't see it with the
most powerful microscope or weigh it on the most sensi-
tive scale. In fact, the Vedic Upanisads explain that the
dimension of the soul, or life force, is one ten-thousandth

part of the tip of a hair. This is even smaller than the

atom! Therefore, if we want to understand this life force,
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we must approach authorities who are beyond the limita-
tions that our imperfect mind and senses place upon us.
In other words, the Supreme Court won't do; we must ap-
proach a transcendental source of knowledge—the
revealed Vedic scriptures.

At this point the reader may object that our method of
acquiring knowledge is dogmatic and blind. But think for
a moment: |Is there really any other way to find out about
something as subtle as the soul? Suppose you want to
know the identity of your father, but you've never seen
him before? Can you perform some experiment to find
out? No: there's only one way to know for sure who your
father is—ask your mother. Only she can authoritatively
say, “That man is your father.”

Similarly, if we want to know about the soul—which is
beyond our sensory experience, beyond our experimen-
tal knowledge —then we must accept the Vedic authority. -
Veda means “knowledge,” and the Vedic knowledge
comes from Lord Krsna, or God, and is therefore infalli-
ble. If we accept the words of the Vedic literature we can
truly understand the nature of life, and when it begins in
the womb. Then we can finally resolve the abortion issue.

Now, according to modern scientific theory, various
chemical reactions in the body of the developing fetus
produce the life force, or consciousness. Until those
chemical reactions occur, the scientists say, no life is -
present. From this point it is easy to take our logic one
step further and conclude that up to a certain age—say,
three months—the child within the mother's womb'is not

A recent Time edi-
torial got to the crux

of the abortion issue:
“Both technically and
morally, the most dif-
ficult problem is to decide
at which precise instant life
occurs.” But ancient India’s
Vedic literature has no problem
setting the matter straight: life in
the womb begins at conception—
and there are no arguments that
can prove otherwise.



alive, but is simply a lump of dead matter. The final grisly
conclusion is that since the body of the developing child
is like a tumor, what is the harm if a surgeon removes the
tumor and throws it away?

In contradiction to this distorted idea, the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, the essence of all Vedic knowledge,
declares, "“Under the supervision of the Supreme Lord,
and according to the result of his previous work, the liv-
ing entity (the soul), dwelling within the male sperm cell,
enters a woman’s womb to assume a particular type of
body” (Srimad-Bhag. 3.31.1). This authoritative state-
ment resolves the crucial question of when life begins in
the womb. Most emphatically, /ife begins from the point
of conception—the point at which the sperm, carrying the
soul, enters the ovum.

Another important point to note is that the right to life is
determined by divine law, not by our whimsical decisions.
It is the law of karma, working under the supervision of
the Supreme Lord, that determines when an individual
spirit soul will enter a human womb. (A common-sense
proof of this is that conception often occurs despite the
most extensive contraceptive measures. Also, a pre-
viously sterile woman or impotent man may sometimes
conceive a child.) So if, through violent abortion, we try to
deny a soul a human birth due him by the laws of karma,
we defy God’'s will in a most heinous fashion.

By that same law of karma, anyone who destroys a
developing fetus must suffer severe punishment after
death. ""As you sow, so shall you reap,” declares the
Bible, and the Vedic literatures confirm that both the
_ + .. person performing the abortion and those sanctioning it
... areforced at the time of death to enter wombs where they
themselves become victims of the same vicious act.
Abortion is a grave transgression of the laws of nature
and of God. So those who are anxious to enjoy sexual

pleasure, yet wish to avoid the responsibility of

rearing children, should soberly consider
abortion’s severe consequences.
Unlike the edicts of the Supreme
Court, the laws of nature

and of God are always

strictly en-

forced.

Sculpture: Baradrdja dasa

The Redl Problem... and the Solution

A Comment from the BTG Staff

Behind the abortion crisis we'll find an even deeper
problem: the recent vast increase in the number of un-
wanted pregnancies. This is another crisis—a crisis so
severe that millions of Americans are resorting to murder
of unborn infants as the only apparent solution. “Without
legal and affordable abortion,” wrote Lance Morrow in a
recent Time editorial, “many lives in progress are
hopelessly ruined; the unwanted children very often grow
up unloved, battered...and criminal.”” We certainly
agree that we must rectify these social conditions. But
what sane person, understanding that the fetus is fully
alive from the moment of conception, would then con-
sider abortion a valid solution to unwanted pregnancy?

We seem to be caught on the horns of a cruel dilemma:
the horror of abortion, or the misery of broken lives,
broken homes, and masses of unwanted children. But the
truth is that the crises of abortion and unwanted preg-
nancy, as well as those of veneral disease, child abuse,
and divorce, have arisen from the same basic cause—
unrestricted illicit sex life. The Vedic scriptures allow sex
for only one purpose—to produce God-conscious
children. Therefore sex only for pleasure is a violation of
God's law, and a society of sex mongers must suffer
punishment in the form of the abortion, pornography, and
VD plagues, widespread child abuse, and so on.

American society is feeling the agonizing reaction to its
own godlessness, and discussions about whether states
should or should not help pay for abortions are like so
much aimless chatter aboard a sinking ship. By ignoring
the scriptural rules governing sex, we have descended to
the level of animals. What good is “reasoned discussion”
among the beasts? By killing more than one million un-
born babies every year, Americans are committing the
largest mass murder in recent history—and now they're
trying to decide how to do it fairly and morally!

No. The only moral issue here is how to stop illicit sex.
Everyone, from the nation's leaders on down, must
understand God's purpose for sex—to produce God-
conscious children. Furthermore, all government leaders
must strictly adhere to this principle in their own lives
and vigorously propagate it throughout society.

Unfortunately, our so-called leaders do not have the
moral strength to live by God's laws. Therefore they do
not care to enforce God's laws within society. The laws
God presents in the revealed scriptures are meant to in-
sure peace and prosperity, and ultimately to guide the
citizens toward God consciousness. But our demonic
leaders’ nefarious business is to perpetrate the
philosophy of unrestricted sense pleasure—especially
sex pleasure. As the Bhagavad-gitd explains, “The
demons believe that to gratify the senses up to the end of
life is the prime necessity of human civilization. Thus
there is no end to their anxiety.”

Abortion, divorce, child abuse—the list of anxieties will
simply increase unless we stop illicit sex. And the only
way to do this is to replace the present leaders with
trained Krsna-conscious leaders, who will have the spiri-
tual strength to control their own senses and turn society
back from its hell-bent course. el
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THE WEATHER

- EIMERGENCY

WI'Iy—aI‘Id What to Do‘-, lI:E?;Ia\s'anta dasa

During last winter’s big freeze,
all our slick technology
couldn'’t heat the nation’s fac-
tories or keep traffic moving.
Now, in the middle of one of
the worst droughts ever, our
scientists are resorting to
“cloud seeding’’ —but they
can't find any worthwhile
clouds to seed. ... Could it be
that amid all their attempts to
control nature, the scientists
are forgetting the Supreme
Controller?

At present the entire world is expe-
riencing severe irregularities in the na-
tural weather pattern. For example,
whereas fifty years ago India had two
monsoon Seasons every year, now she
has only one, and her food production
has significantly decreased. In fact, just
ten years ago a drought in India brought
starvation to millions, and to this day
parts of South India have yet to receive
sufficient rain for even subsistence ag-
riculture. In Africa the Sahara Desert is
rapidly spreading southward, which is
creating an acute food problem for many.
Russia’s Ukraine once was known as
Europe’s breadbasket, but for the last
three years insufficient rain has forced
the U.S.S.R. to import millions of tons of
grain from the United States. Earth-
quakes have devastated large cities in

China, Eastern Europe, and the Middle
East, And in Western Europe, especially
in England, last summer’s drought
drastically reduced food production.

Although still the most economically
prosperous nation in the world, the
United States is also experiencing its
share of problems. In the South this
year, portions of both Georgia and
Florida have been declared disaster areas
because of severe drought. The West is
now sizzling from the worst drought on
record—one in which even the usual
solution of irrigation is proving futile.
And last year in the North, one of the
worst winters in history killed hundreds
of men and animals, tortured thousands
more, and cost millions of dollars in
damage. Without a doubt, irregular and
uncontrollable weather has become a
critical problem all over the world. With-
out sufficient rain, moderate tem-
peratures, and a stable earth, how can we
survive—what to speak of living happily
and peacefully?

Of course, anyone can point out the
problems, but real intelligence means
finding a workable solution. Should we,
then, look to our so-called brain trust of
advanced science and technology? Cer-
tainly not. The scientists are scurrying to
produce theories and answers, but by
their own admission they are becoming
hopeless. They are being forced to admit
that whatever progress they have made




toward weather oontrol” is at best ex-

-penme_ntal and theoretical. Last winter,
with much of the United States in the
grip of sub-freezing weather and with

- snow piled up everywhere, our scien-

tists’ sllck technology was powerless to

“heat the nation’s factories and keep
traffic moving. Now the scientists are

trying to seed the clouds—but they can’t

find any worthwhile clouds to seed! Time
- and again modern science has proved

helpless in the face of nature’s fury. So

instead of presentmg yet another
pseudoscientific pipe dream, [ offer here
a practical solution to our modern
weather dilemma—the time-tested

program of the ancient Vedic civilization.

Literatures such as the Bhagavad-gita
(the Song of God) and the Srimad-

Bhagavatam (the Beautiful Story of the

Personality of Godhead) form the basis

of the Vedic culture—the culture that
prevailed throughout the world millions
of years ago. These great literatures
declare that the purpose of human life is
not simply to enjoy sense gratification.

Nor are we meant to exploit nature,

- vainly trying to conquer her through
technological advancement. Rather,
following the process outlined in the

~ Vedic literatures, we should live simply

- and use our advanced human intelli-
- gence to revive our original God con-
sciousness. Becomlng God conscious

: -_rneans hvmg in harmony wnth Gud 'S

plan for universal management. When

- we live in this way, then we are auto-

matically in harmony with nature, and

“the Lord bestows bounteous natural gifts
‘upon us. Otherwise—if we avoid surren-
_dering to God and foolishly try to con-

quer nature—then as we see today,
nature’s stringent laws will put us into

 difficulty, just as the state puts a criminal

into difficulty.
The Srimad- Bhagamtam tells how in

.Ve_dtc. times the people’s high level of
God consciousness resulted in benevo-

lent weather conditions everywhere.

- There was plenty of rainfall—but only

during the night, while the people were

_ asleep—and the climate was neither too

hot nor too cold. Consequently, all the
fruit trees, vegetables, grains, and
grasses grew profusely. The lush pas-
tures enabled large herds of cows to
eat their fill—any time they liked. Cow

slaughter was unknown in those days, so

the cows were always very happy. In fact,
because of their jolly dispositions, they
produced so much milk that it would

often leak out of their milk bags and
(Modern ‘‘beef

muddy the pastures.
cows’’ are so miserable that they can’t
produce enough milk to feed even their

own calves!) Because there was plenty of

milk, butter, cream, yogurt, fruit, grain,
vegetables, herbs, minerals, jewels, and
so on, the people were peaceful and

.happy in all respects. Even if someone

- ness,

were to leave a valuable object in a public

-place, he could always find it when he

returned, because everyone was so
satisfied by nature’s opulences that they
had no inclination to steal.

‘““What happened to the Vedic
culture?’’ you may ask. “‘If it actually ex-

isted, and if it really had such a workable

solution to the world’s problems, then
why did it disappear?’’ Even a young,
healthy person gradually becomes old
and diseased. And in the same way, al-
though the Vedic civilization was per-
fectly constituted (according to the
Bhagavad-gitd, God Himself provided
the guidelines), gradually it degraded. In
fact, Srila Vyasadeva, the author of the
Srimad-Bhagavatam, foresaw our present
troubles over five thousand years ago.

~ He wrote that the present age (the Age

of Kali) would be characterized by in-
creasing Godlessness, which would
cause severe conflicts and hypocrisy.
Srila Vyasadeva also foresaw that be-
cause of the lack of God conscious-
natural disturbances (especially
drought) would harass the people more
and more.

Then are we doomed to worsening
weather conditions? No. Vyasadeva also
pointed out that although the present
age would be full of faults, it would have
one very good quality. In this age we can
very easily satisfy the Lord—and every-
one can thus live very happily and
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For harmonious weather conditions (as at ISKCON’s farms, shown on this spread), we should live in harmony with God’s
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plan. In Vedic times—with cow slaughter unknown—regular rainfall produced plenty of lush pastureland. . ..

peacefully—simply by coming together
and chanting the Lord’s holy names:
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. If people per-
form this sacrifice, which is called
sankirtana, they will counteract all the
Godlessness and ill effects of the Kali
Age.

Also, vegetables, grains, and fruit of all
kinds grew in abundance....

22 BACKTO GODHEAD

Does this seem too simple a solution
to the myriad problems we face? Ac-
tually, it is a very logical and scientific
one. Consider: weather conditions are
part of nature, but nature cannot exist or
function independently. As soon as we
speak of nature, we must ask, ‘“Whose
nature is it?”’ As soon as we say
“‘mother nature,”” we must ask, “Who is
the father?”’ The father—and the con-
troller of nature—is God, the Supreme
Personality, Sri Krsna. This fact is con-
firmed in the Bhagavad-gitd, where
Krsna says, mayadhyaksena prakrti:
“‘Nature works under My direction.”
Nature cannot produce the millions and
millions of living organisms without the
help of the supreme father (God) any
more than a mother can produce
children without the help of her hus-
band. If mother nature exists, and if the
“children”’ (the living entities) exist,
then on what grounds can we deny the
existence of the father, God?

The orderly management we see in
nature is proof of God’s existence. With-
out the controlling intelligence of God,
how could things be going on as they
are? When a child sees a light bulb, he
may think that it is producing light auto-
matically. But we know that behind the
light bulb is the arrangement of the
electric company, the power generators,
and ultimately the government. Simi-
larly, behind the sun, behind the rain,
behind all the forces of nature is the

Supreme Lord. Less intelligent people
argue that since they cannot see God, He
must not exist. But we can’t always see
the power station or the president,
either. Does that mean they don’t exist?
Wherever we see complex organization,
we know that there is intelligent
management going on behind the
scenes. For example, if a large city is to
have order, it must also have elaborate
management—otherwise, there will be
chaos. Also, everyone has experienced
that if a building or farm has no manage-
ment, it quickly deteriorates to weeds
and cobwebs. And, in every case,
management means that there is a
manager. How, then, can we imagine
that the universe—with its regularly
changing seasons, its orbiting planets, its
extraordinarily intricate biological and
ecological systems—is working auto-
matically, without a supreme manager?
This is simply a childish idea.

So God exists, and He controls nature
in every galactic and atomic detail. Ac-
tually, God has two “‘natures’’ —the ma-
terial and the spiritual. In the Bhagavad-
gita the Sanskrit term for nature is
prakrti, “‘that which is controlled.”” Now,
material nature is made of inert, dead
matter and is called apard prakrti, or in-
ferior energy, and spiritual nature is
composed of the conscious living entities
and is called para prakrti, or superior
energy. Both the material and spiritual
energies are controlled by God. But the
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living entities are designated as superior
energy because they are conscious and
because they try to exploit material
nature. Material nature, being un-
conscious, cannot move itself, any more
than a car can move itself. We may not
see the car’s driver, but we know that he
must always be there. In the same way,
we may not see God, but we should
know for certain that He is *‘driving’’ or
controlling the whole universe.

The Vedic literatures tell us, therefore,
to stop foolishly denying God and start
learning to work cooperatively with Him.
As we have seen, prosperity depends not
on our work but on the background ar-
rangement of the Supreme Lord. He
supplies all our necessities—food, water,
heat, light, air, soil—none of which we
can manufacture. Even manufacturing
enterprises require raw materials like
iron, sulfur, manganese, mercury, and
so on. Obviously, we cannot live except
by the grace of the Lord. And how do we
achieve His grace? By performing
sacrifices to please Him. But one who
will not do that will soon find himself in
scarcity, as we are seeing so plainly
today.

Performing sacrifice simply means

that we reciprocate the Lord’s kindness. -

This is only natural. A father gives
everything to his son, and when the son
offers him a gift in return, the father
gladly accepts it and they both enjoy the
loving exchange—though the father ac-
tually doesn’t need anything from the
son. In the same way, we should offer
something to the Lord in sacrifice—to
express our appreciation for His gifts and
to reciprocate His love. God doesn’t ac-
tually need anything from us, but if we
aren’t grateful enough to try to please
Him in some way—and, indeed, if we are
so foolish as to deny His very existence—
why should He continue to supply us
with rain and other necessities?

So, once again: if we want to live hap-
pily and prosperously, we have to per-
form sacrifice to the Supreme Lord. If we
satisfy Him, He will bestow all wonderful
and bounteous things upon us; but if we
ignore Him, what can our puny material
science and technology do? This world
exists just so that we can have a chance
to learn the spiritual science of devo-
tional service, the science of satisfying
Krsna (God). This is the eternal occupa-

tion of the self, or soul, but now we have
forgotten it. So out of kindness Krsna
provides us with all the necessities of life
simply so that we can use them to revive
our consciousness of Him. But if we keep
ignoring the purpose of life and simply
take everything from the Lord for our
own sense gratification, we’re thieves—
and we have to suffer punishment under
the laws of material nature.

Such is the state of the world now. We
have become a civilization of gross ma-
terialistic thieves, and we have forgotten
everything about sacrifice to the Lord.
But the situation isn’t hopeless. As pre-
viously mentioned, just for our degraded
society the Lord has given the very easy
process of sacrifice called sankirtana,the
congregational chanting of the Hare
Krsna mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Riama Rama, Hare Hare. In
fact, all the Vedic literatures recommend
this sacrifice for the present age. (Of
course, chanting any genuine name of
God will help, but the Vedic literatures
say that in the Kali Age the Hare Krsna
mantra is the most effective.)

Clearly, we should give up our elabor-
ate arrangements for conquering nature
and enjoying sense gratification. Instead,
we should live simply and meet together
as often as possible to chant the holy
names of God. If we offer the Lord this
sacrifice, surely He will be pleased with
us and provide all the natural resources
we need to live comfortably and become
God-conscious.

On the national level, government
leaders should arrange for large-scale
performances of sarnkirtana. They should
discontinue their stop-gap efforts to alter
or control the weather, which are all
destined to fail because they ignore God.
The Srimad-Bhdgavatam affirms that
government leaders are responsible for
everything that happens within their
jurisdiction—including weather condi-
tions. So all of us should immediately de-
mand that our leaders arrange to satisfy
the Lord through sarkirtana—which will
bring an end to all the natural distur-
bances that now plague us.

The purpose of the Krsna conscious-
ness movement is to spread sarnkirtana as
widely as possible. At present people all
over the world are suffering, but if they
will just take the Krsna consciousness
movement seriously, give up their sinful
activities, and chant the Hare Krsna
mantra, they will solve all their problems
without difficulty and become supremely
peaceful and happy. o

And there were no droughts (or

floods) —just plenty of rainfall, and
only at night, while people slept.. ..
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Ihe Brahmana Boy Who

With the whole universe as his
realm, King Bali gladly promised to
give the little brahmana boy just
three steps of land. . . . No one
could have foreseen how colossal
those steps would be—or how col-
ossal the king’s truthfulness and
generosity would be.

Indrapuri, the capital of Indra, the
king of heaven, overflowed with pleasing
orchards and gardens where graceful,

~ gliding swans played in ponds full of
lotus flowers. The city was shaded by
canopies decorated with pearls, and the
domes of the palaces had flags em-
broidered with gold and precious gems.
All through the city there were sitting
places made of diamond and coral, and
breezes bore the fragrance of the flowers
falling from the hair of the demigods’
wives, who were everlastingly beautiful
and youthful. For protection the city was
surrounded both by trenches full of
Ganges water and by a high wall the
color of fire. Yet even in the carefree
capital of King Indra there is sometimes
cause for fear. ...

Desiring to conquer Indrapuri, the
powerful king of the demons Bali Maha-
raja once performed the visvagjit sacri-
fice. Because Bali had served his guru
faithfully, he achieved success, and from
the sacrificial fire appeared a celestial
chariot of gold, powerful yellow horses, a
flag emblazoned with a lion, a gilded
bow, two quivers of infallible arrows,
and a suit of invincible armor. Thus
equipped for war, Bali assembled his vast
army and set out for Indrapuri.

When Bali Maharija and his countless
soldiers reached Indra’s abode, they
furiously attacked it from all directions.
Overwhelmed, the demigods fled the
heavenly kingdom in great haste and
scattered here and there, assuming

After appearing in His four-armed
form (far right, bottom), the Lord
assumed the form of a brahmana
boy (right), like a theatrical actor.

From Srimad-Bhagavatam, by His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupdda. (Adapted by Drutakarma ddsa.)
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different forms to escape detection. Then
the victorious King Bali entered In-
drapuri and brought the three worlds
under his control.

Lord Vamanadeva Appears
Aditi, the mother of the demigods,

began to lament the fate of her sons,
who had been forced to leave the

heavenly planets. She pleaded with her

husband, the great sage Kasyapa, saying,
O best of sages, please bestow upon my
sons a benediction by which they can
regain what they have lost.”’

Kasyapa, who was also a great devotee
of the Lord, replied to his wife, “Only
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of God-
head, can bestow such a benediction.
You should engage in His devotional ser-
vice, and He will surely fulfill your de-
sire.”’

So with full and undiverted attention,
Aditi began to meditate on the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. In this way she
subdued her mind and senses, which
Were as strong as strong horses.

At last the Supreme Personality of
Godhead appeared before her in His
original Visnu form. He wore yellow gar-
ments and bore a conchshell, disc, club,
and lotus in His four hands, and His eyes
looked like the petals of a blooming
lotus. On seeing the Lord, Aditi was
overwhelmed with transcendental bliss
and stood silently with tears in her eyes.

*“You have prayed to Me and properly
worshiped Me,’’ the Supreme Lord said,
“Therefore I shall agree to become your
son, and in this way I shall act to help
your other sons regain their rightful po-
sitions.”’

So on the twelfth day of the bright
fortnight in the month of Bhadra, when
the moon came into the lunar mansion
Sravana, at the auspicious moment of
Abhijit, Lord Visnu appeared in this uni-
verse as the son of Kasyapa and Aditi,
Then, in the presence of His supremely
fortunate parents, the Lord assumed the
form of Vamana, a dwarf brahmacdri
(spiritual student). Just as an actor may
play different roles, but remains the
same man, so the Lord assumes many

Earlier (top), when King Bali and
his vast army had stormed the
heavenly kingdom, Indra and the
other demigods were overwhelmed.

Strode the Universe

thousands and millions of forms—and
yet these forms are not different from
one another.

When the great sages saw the Lord in
the role of a dwarf brahmacdri, they were
very pleased. They held many auspicious
ceremonies and initiated Him as a
brahmana (spiritual teacher of society).
According to the Vedic culture a
brahmacari goes out to beg alms to learn
the spiritual qualities of humility and
pridelessness. And Lord Vamanadeva
determined that He would follow this
custom, even though He was actually the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, the
proprietor of all the universes.

Lord Viamanadeva Begs Charity
From Bali Maharaja

Meanwhile Bali Maharaja, the con-
queror of the three worlds, was perform-
ing a huge sacrifice in the field known as
Bhrgukaccha, on the northern bank of
the Narmada River. When Lord Vi-
manadeva heard this, he immediately
went there to show His mercy to Bali.

Bali Mahardja was jubilant on seeing
the beautiful form of Lord Vamana.
With great satisfaction he offered Him a
seat and washed His lotus feet. Then
Bali said, ““O brahmana, 1 offer You my
hearty welcome and my respectful obei-
sances. Please let us know what we may
do for You. It appears that You have
come here to ask me for something.
Therefore, whatever You want You may
take from me.”’

Apparently, Bali Mahardja did not
know that the dwarf brahmana was ac-
tually the Supreme Personality of God-
head. But since the Vedic custom
prescribes that a king give lavishly in
charity—especially to the brdhmanas—
Bali offered Lord Vamanadeva whatever
He might desire. Then the Lord made
what seemed to be an insignificant re-
quest. :

"0 King of the demons, from Your ma-
Jesty I ask only three paces of land, to the
measurement of my footsteps. " '

Bali Maharaja replied, “My dear
brahmana boy, You don’t know what is
in your own best interest. I could give
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you a whole planet, for | have conquered
the entire universe. But you are asking
me for only three paces of land. You are
not very intelligent, I can see. O small
boy, you should take this opportunity to
ask me for as much as you want. That
way you will never have to ask for any-
thing more from anybody, ever.”

Lord Vamanadeva replied just like a
perfect brahmana. *‘If I were not satisfied
with three paces of land, then surely I
would not be satisfied even with possess-
ing a whole planet. If I possessed one
planet, I would hope to get others. One
should be content with whatever comes
his way by providence, for discontent
can never bring happiness.

“Therefore, O King, from you I ask only
three paces of land. By such a gift I shall be
very pleased.”

When the Supreme Personality of
Godhead had thus spoken to Bali Maha-
raja, Bali smiled and told Him, ‘“All
right. Take whatever you like.”

But Sukrdcarya, the family priest of
Bali Maharaja, could understand that the
dwarf brdhmana Vimana was none other
than the Supreme Lord Himself, so he
spoke quickly to dissuade his patron.

*“0 King,”” he said very earnestly,

ustration: Jayarama dasa

“‘you have promised to give Him three
steps of land in charity, but when you
give it He will occupy the three worlds.
You are a rascal! You do not know what a
miserable mistake you have made. After
He takes everything from you, how shall
you live?”’ )

Actually, Sukriacirya was more con-
cerned over how he himself would live.
As a non-Krsna-conscious, professional
spiritual master, he was completely de-
pendent on his disciple for his upkeep.
Bali Maharaja remained silent for some
time, deliberating on the words of his
greedy guru, and then he replied.

““How can I withdraw my promise out
of greed when I have already said that I
shall give this land? How can I behave
like an ordinary cheater, especially
toward a saintly brahmana? There is
nothing more sinful than untruthful-
ness. In any case, if Vamana is the
Supreme Lord, then what choice do I
have but to offer Him the tract of land
He has requested—even if He is coming
as my enemy? He is all-powerful.”

On hearing this, Sukrdcarya angrily
cursed Bali Mahardja. ‘*Although you
have no knowledge, you pretend to be
learned, and therefore you dare disobey

Lord Vamana grew—until everything in the universe was within His body.
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my order. You are very impudent. Be-
cause of your disobedience, you shall
very soon lose all your opulence.”

But even after being cursed in this way
by his so-called spiritual master, Bali
Maharaja never deviated from his deci-
sion to offer charity to the young
brahmacdari who had appeared before
him. Thus, according to custom, he first

.offered water to Vimanadeva and then

gave Him the gift of land he had prom-
ised. At that time the residents of the
higher planetary system—namely the
demigods, Gandharvas, Vidyadharas,
Siddhas, and Caranas—all became so
pleased by Bali’s simple and sincere ac-
tion that they praised his character and
showered millions of flowers upon him.

Then, as Bali Maharaja and the mem-
bers of the assembly watched stunned in
amazement, Vimana began increasing
in size—until everything in the universe
was within His body, including the earth,
planetary systems, sky, oceans, birds,
beasts, human beings, demigods, and
great saints. Now the Lord stood before
Bali Mahariaja in His universal form—
holding a conchshell, sword, shield,
flaming discus, arrow, bow, lotus flower,
and club in His eight arms. Bali Maharaja
saw the surface of the globe on the
Lord’s feet; on the surface of His calves,
all the mountains; on His bosom, all the
clusters of stars and also the goddess of
fortune; and on the Lord’s hair Bali saw
the clouds. The Lord wore a yellow gar-
ment covered by a jeweled belt, and He
was decorated with a flower garland sur-
rounded by bees. Manifesting Himself in
this way, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead covered the entire surface of
the earth with one footstep, the sky with
His body, and all directions with His
arms.

As the Lord took His second step, He
covered the heavenly planets—and not
even a spot remained for His third step.
With His second step the Lord actually
kicked a hole in the covering of the uni-
verse, and through that hole the water of
the sacred Ganges River descended to
the material world.

Then Lord Vamanadeva reduced
Himself to His original form, and all
the predominating deities of the various
planetary systems began to worship Him
by offering fragrant flowers, water, san-
dalwood pulp, incense, grain, and fruits.

When the demonic followers of Bali
Maharija saw that their master had lost
all his possessions to Vimanadeva, they
were very angry, and without the ap-
proval of Bali Maharaja, they pushed for-
ward to kill Lord Vamanadeva.

When the associates of the Lord, who
were each as powerful as ten thousand
elephants, saw the demons coming



forward so violently, they smiled. Then
they took up their own weapons and
began to kill them. When Bali Maharaja
saw that his soldiers were all being killed,
he remembered the curse of Sukracar-
ya and forbade his soldiers to continue
fighting.

“0 demons, please hear my words!
Don’t fight! Stop immediately, for the
present time is not favorable. When we
conquered the heavenly kingdom, provi-
dence was in our favor, but now that
same providence is against us.”

In accordance with the order of their
master, all the chiefs of the demons and
their followers entered the lower regions
of the universe. Then suddenly Garuda,
the huge bird-carrier of Lord Visnu, ar-
rested Bali Mahardja with the ropes of
Varuna [the demigod in charge of the
seas]. Vamanadeva then spoke to the
captive Bali.

“Q King of the demons, as far as the
sun, the moon, and the stars shine, and
as far as the clouds pour rain—to that ex-
tent all the land throughout the universe
was in your possession. Now, with my
first two steps I have taken all this. But
you promised me three steps of land.
Where shall I place my third step? You
have broken your promise, so now you
must descend for a few years to a hellish
condition of life.”

King Bali Surrenders Everything

Bali Maharaja understood why the
Lord was acting so mischievously, and
he said, ‘‘Your Lordship, You have dis-
guised Yourself to cheat me, saying you
wanted only three steps of land. But now
You have expanded Your body and taken
my whole kingdom with just two steps.
Because You have done this on behalf of
Your devotees, the demigods, You do
not regard this as cheating. And since
You came to beg from me, I will keep my
promise to You—I do not want to cheat
You. You have taken my wealth, but I
still have my body. Therefore, please put
your third step upon my head, for the
possessor is even more valuable than
what he possesses.

“‘Only by providence have I been forc-
ibly brought under Your lotus feet and
deprived of all my opulence. Because of
the illusion created by temporary opu-
lence, people in general, who live under
material conditions, facing accidental
death at every moment, do not under-
stand that this life is temporary. Only by
providence have I been saved from that
condition. It is to bring me to the right
platform of eternal life that You have put
me into these circumstances.”

In other words, Bali Maharaja could
see that although the Lord was ap-

lllustration: Drgha-devi dasi

Vamana told Bali, ‘“With two steps I have taken all
this. Where shall I place My third step?”’

parently acting as an enemy, He was ac-
tually acting for Bali’s own best welfare.
In this instance the Lord was a better
friend to the demon than to the demi-
gods. The demigods worship the Lord
for temporary material benefit, and thus
they are not pure devotees. But because
the Lord took away all his possessions,
Bali Mahirdja rose to the platform of
pure devotion—which is very rare.

Just then Prahlada Maharaja, Bali’s il-
lustrious grandfather, a most dear devo-
tee of the Lord, appeared there, like a
moon rising in the nighttime. Standing
tall and elegant, he was dressed in yellow
garments, and his beautiful eyes re-
sembled lotus petals.

“My Lord,”” said Prahlada Maharija,
‘it is Your Lordship alone who gave Bali
his heavenly opulence, and now, today,
it is You who have taken it all away. Be-
cause his exalted position as king of
heaven was putting him in the darkness
of ignorance, You have done him a very
merciful favor. Wealth, women, fol-
lowers, and prestige are so bewildering
that they make even a learned, self-con-
trolled man forget to search for the
shelter of Your lotus feet.”’

Bound tight by the ropes of Varuna,
Bali Maharaja could simply bow his head
respectfully. His eyes filled with tears of
shame.

Then Lord Brahma, the chief demigod
in charge of creation, spoke. ‘“My dear
Lord Vamana, please consider that those

who sincerely offer even
a little water, some newly
grown grass, or a few
flower buds at Your lotus
feet achieve the most
exalted position in the
spiritual world. This Bali
Maharaja has now offered
You everything that
exists within the three
worlds, including his own
body. How, then, can he
deserve to suffer arrest
like this?”’

Lord Vimanadeva
said, ‘“My dear Lord
Brahmai, in truth Bali
Mahariaja has satisfied
Me greatly. First I took
away his kingdom, and
then My soldiers defeated
him and arrested him
with the ropes of Varuna.
His spiritual master has
cursed him, and his
friends and relatives have
rejected him. And in spite
of all this, he has kept his
promise to Me. Therefore
not only shall I release
him, but I shall also give
him a position not attainable even by the
demigods themselves. He will again be-
come king of the heavenly planets in a
future age. Until that time he will live on
a special planet called Sutala, which is
hundreds of times more opulent than
heaven.”

Then, turning to Bali Maharaja, Lord
Vamanadeva said, “There you will live
peacefully with all your friends and rela-
tives, including your grandfather Pra-
hlada Maharéja, and all good fortune will
come to you. O great hero, I shall always
be with you and give you protection in all
respects.”’

When the ancient and eternal Su-
preme Personality of Godhead had
spoken, Bali Maharaja—his eyes filled
with tears, his hands folded, and his
voice faltering in devotional ecstasy —re-
sponded by saying, ‘O my Lord, the
causeless mercy You have shown me, a
fallen demon, has never been achieved
by the pious demigods.”

After Lord Vamanadeva had released
him from the ropes of Varuna, Bali Ma-
harija entered the planet Sutala in full
satisfaction. Then the Lord returned all
the lands He had taken from Bali
Maharaja to their original owners—Indra
and the demigods. Now that He had
fulfilled Aditi’s desire, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead continued to rule
the affairs of the universe, protecting the
devotees and reforming the demons, as
always. oy
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AFRICA: Durban (Natal), 5. Africa—F.0. Box 212, Cato Ridge, Matal 3680, South Africa/ Cato

Ridge 237; Kenya, E. Africa—A Ad., P.O. Box 82224, Nairobi, Kenya, E.
Alrica—Muhoroni Close, Ngara Rd. P.O. Box 28946/ 331568; Port Louis, Mauritius—P.0. Box
718,

ASIA: Ahmedabad, India—7 Kailas Society, Ashram Rd, Ahmedabad-1, Gujarat; Bangalore, In-
dia—cfo ISKCON, no. 81, Flal No. 40, Bth floor, Shiva Dharshan Bldg., Infantry Rd. Bangalore-1;
Bhuvanesvara, India—P.0. Box 173, Bhuvanesvara, Crissa; Bombay, India—Hare Krishna Land,
Gandni Gram Rd, Juhu, Bombay 400 054 | 579-373; Calcutta, India—3 Albert Rd, Calcutta
700017 44-3757; Chandigarh, India—c/o ISKCON, 211, Sector 9-C, 160023; Chhaygharia
{Haridaspur), India—Thakur Sripatbari Sevashram, P.O. Chhaygharia, P.S. Bongacn, Dist. 24
Pargonas, W. Bengal, Colombo, Sri Lanka— 188 New Chetly St, Colomba 12; Dacea, India—cio
Govindaji Mandir, No. 5 Chandia Mohan Bosak St, WARI, Dacca-3, Bangaladesh; Hong Kong—
30C Hing Yip Terrace, 1st fl, Pai Tau Village, Shatin N.T., Kowloon, Hong Kong; Hyderabad, In-
dia—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd. Hyderabad, AP. 500 001; Jakarta, Indonesia—
POS UTARA |, Gg. SAPEI] 61; Madras, India—50, Aspiran Gardens, 2nd St Kilpauk, Madras 10/
612515; Mayapur, India—S$r Mayapura Chandrodaya Mandin, P.O. Sree Mayapur Dham, W.
Bengal (District Nadia); New Delhl, Indla—214 Feroze Gandhi Rd, Lajpat Magar lll, Mew Delhi

110024/ 382-742; Tehran, Iran—Mr. F. Attar, P.O. Box 66-1540, N 1 241645; (F 13
Shemshad, Avenue Kakh, Tehran! 644272, Tokyo, Japan—4-25-14 Chuo, Nakano-ku/ (03)-
381-4174; Vrind, . India—Krishna Mandir, ivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti,

Vrindaban, Mathura, U.P.
FARMS: Mayapur, India—({contact ISKCON Mayapur).

EUROPE: Amslerdam, Holland—Herengracht 96/ 020-249-410; Barcelona, Spain—Calle De|
Rech No. 85 19, Barcelona, 3: Dublin, Ireland—37 Llewelyn Lawn, Grange Valley, Rathfarnham;
Frankfurt A. Main, W. Germany—6241 Schloss Reltershof, bei Konigstein-Taunus/
06174-21357; Geneva, Swilzerland—Chateau Banguet, 84, Rue de Lausanne Ch. 1202/ {022)-
32.6360; London, England (city) =7 Bury Pl Bloomsbury, Lendon WC1 / 01-405-14583; London,
England (country)—Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmere Heath, Watford, Hertfordshire WD2 BEP /
Radlett 7244; Paris, France—4 rue Le Sueur, Paris 75016 1 727-0202; Rome, Italy —Viale Di Porta
Ardeatina Mo. 53 Anglo Christopher Colombo-2, Rome 00154 / 5740416; Stockholm, Sweden —
Korsnas Gard, 140 32 Grodinge / 0753-29151.

FARMS: Indre, France—Lucay-Le-Male, 36600 Valencay Chateau d'Oublaise / 12-07-25-0608;
London, Eng {contact Bhakti Manar).

LATIN AMERICA: Bogotd, Colombia—Carrera 3A No, 54-A-72, 43-00-91; Caracas, Venezuela—
Calle Luis Roche Mo. 61, Colinas de Los Chagauramos | 76-74-57; Cludad Bollvar, Venezuela—
Paseo Hares, Cruce con Avenida Maracay Mo. 19, Casa Equina; Georgetown, Guyana—4A 131
Rupaplace, West Belair Park/ 61719; Guadalajara, Mexico—Avenida Vallarta 2035, Sector
Judrez | 157498; la City, G la—Segunda Calle 6-26, Zona 13; Guayaquil,
Ecuador—Calle Bolivia Mo. 513 ¥ Chimborarzo; Lima, Peru—376 Jiron Juan de la Fuente, San An-
tonio Miraflores f 47-1B-10; Maracalbo, Venequela—Carretera Perija Km. 2, Colonia John Kallim-
nios, Casa No. 6; Mexlco City, Mexico—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miguel Chapultepec, Mex-
ico DF. 18/ (905)277-3124; Alo de Janeliro, Brazil—Estrada Velha da Tijuca, 102, Usina; St, Au-
gustine, Trinldad and Tobage—Gordan St. at Santa Margarita Circular Rd., St Augustine, Trinidad
and Tobago / 662-4605; San Juan, Puerto Rico—Calle Iltalia 1957, Ocean Park, Santurce 00911
San Pedro, Costa Rica—cio ISKCON, C.32 A 42 Montes de Oca / 25-44-57; Santa Cruz, Bollvia—
Calle "D" Oeste No. 11, Barrio Sirari (Guaypay); Santiago, Chile—Eyzaguirre, 2404 Puenta Alto;

ISKCGON Centers Around the World

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic—Cayetano Aodriguez No. 36/ 688-1318; Sao Paulo, S.P.,
Brazil—Rua Pandid Caldgeras, 54, Liberdade, CEP 01525/ 278-0138; Valencia, Venezuela—Car-
retera Vieja No. 42, La Entrada.

FARMS: Petropolis, Brazil (New Ayodhya)—(contact ISKCON Rio de Janeiro).

SOUTH SEAS: Adelaide, Australia—13-A Frome S1./ 2235115; Auckland, New Zealand—57
Gribblehirst Rd., Mt. Albert / 686-763; Lautoka, Fiji—5 Tavewa Ave./ 61-633 ext. 48 (mail: cie P.O.
Box 125); Melbourne, Australla—197 Danks St Albert Park, Melbourne, Victoria 3206 / 699-5122;
Mail: cfo P.O. Box 125). Sydney, Australia—50 Buckingham St, Surry Hills / §99-4583, (Mail: clo
P.O. Box 170, Alexandria, N.SW, 2015);

FARMS: Murwillambah, Australia (New Govardhan)—'Eungella,’ Tyalgum Rd. Via Murwillambah
N.5W. 2484/ 066-721903 (mail: clo P.O. Box BBT).

NORTH AMERICA (CAMADA): Montréal, Québec—1626 Pie X Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ (514)-
527-1101; Ottawa, Ontario— 1429 Cyrville Rd. K1B 3L7 / (613)741-8518; Toronto, Ontario—243
Avenue Rd. MSR 26 [ (416)922-5415; . British Columbia— 1774 West 16th Ave. VEJ
2M11 (B04)732-8422.

(US.A): Amherst, Massachusetts—219 Amity St, 01002; Ann Arbor, Michigan—T718 W.
Madison St. 48103/ (313)665-6304; Atlanta, Georgla—1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. NE 30306/
(404)378-9182, Baltimore, Maryland—200 Bloomsbury Ave, Catonsville 21228/ (301)747-9815;
Berkeley, California—2334 Stuart 5t. 94705/ {415)843-7874; Bloomington, Indiana— 412 Marth
Park, 47401/ (B12)336-4666; Boston, M =72 C Ith Ave. 02116/ (617)-
247-7300; Buffalo, New York—132 Bidwell Prwy. 14222 ! (716)882-0281; Charlotte, Morth Car-
olina—1824 E. 7th St. 28204 / (704)334-9952; Chicago, Illinois—1014 Emerson St, Evanston
60201/ (312)273-3960; Cincinnatl, Ohio—2717 Glendora Ave. 45218/ (513)751-0354; Cleve-
land, Ohio— 15720 Euclid Ave, E. Cleveland 44112 / (216)851-9367; Dallas, Texas—5430 Gurley
Ave, 75223/ (214)827-6330; Denver, Colorado— 1400 Cherry St. 80220/ (303)333-5461 Detroit,
Michigan—383 Lenox Ave, 48215/ (313)824-6000; Gainesville, Florida—921 SW. Depot Ave.
32601/ (904)377-1496; Harrisburg, P ylvanla (Radha-D traveling t 1 5431
Jonestewn Rd, 17112/ (717)657-0418; Honolulu, Hawaii—51 Coelho Way 96817/ (80B)-
585-3947; Houston, Texas— 1111 Rosalie St. 77004 / (713)528-5004; Kansas City, Missouri—
5301 Lydia Ave., 64110/ (816)523-2378; Laguna Beach, Callfornia—644 S. Coast Hwy. 92651 /
(714)454-8172; Las Vegas, Nevada—2600 Dematrius, BS101/ (702)542-3684; Los Angeles,
California—3764 Watseka Ave. 90034 / (213)871-0717; Louisville, K y—1212 E Broad
40204/ (502)583-0417; Memphis, Tennessee—3533 Highway 61 South. 38108/ 5901]?55
0661; Miami, Florida— 10900 Coral Way 33165 / (305)552-1766; Minneapolis, Minnesota—216
Ridgewood Ave. 55403 / (612)874-8780; New Orleans, Loulslana— 2936 Esplanade Ave. 70118/
{504)488-7433; New York, New York—2340 W. 55ih Si, 100189/ (212)765-8610; Philadelphia,
Py Ivania—424 E. 5t 19144/ (215)B48-1767; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania—4626
Forbes Ave. 152131 (412)6B3-7700; Portland, Oregon—2B05 SE. Hawthomne St 97214 1 (503)-
234-1755; Bt Louls, Missouri—4544 Laclede Ave. 63108/ (214)361-1224 Salt Lake City,
Utah—855 Park 5t B4102/ (B01)521-3445; San Diego, Callfornia—1030 Grand Ave. Pacific
Beach 52108 / (714)483-2500; Seattle, Washington—400 18th Ave. East 98102/ (206)322-3636;
Washington, D.C.— 10310 Oaklyn Ad, Potomac, Maryland 20854 / (301)299-2100.

FARMS: Carriere, Mississippi—Rt. Mo. 2, Box 449, 39426/ (601)798-6705; Dixon, Missourl
{New Godruma)—Box B1 Tavern Route, Dixon, Missouri 65459/ (314)422-3966: Moundsville,
West Virginia (New Vrindavan)—R.D. No. 1, Box 620, Moundsville 26041/ (304)B45-2790;
Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari Sevak) —Rt No. 1. Box 146-A 37359/ (615)759-7058; Port Royal,
Pennayivania (New Barshana)—R.D. No. 1, 17082/ (T17)527-2493,
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READ THESE BOOKS-IMPROVE YOUR LIFE

Read the books of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Srilsopanisad ;

Anideal introduction to the Vedlc
knowledge: Eighteen verses. Each a:

perfect meditation. i

5185 (405)

Bhagavsia-gita As lt 1S o
Atimeless guide to spmtua} perfec—
tion The largest selling, most widely

Hardbound 5_5 97 (301)
Softbound: 32,95-(302>- _

Krsna, theSupreme G
Personality of Godhead o
The Krsna stories of the Vedasin a
readable shorl-story. !ormat _wnh ac-
companying iltustrations. :
Hardbound: 57.95 per. volume (30?
308,309) :

$19.95 per 3-vol. set {310)

_Softboua_'_ld $195 pervoi (311 812,

31 3)

! The Mectar 0! Devotion

(The compiete sctence of bhakti- .

yog al”

become Krsna conscious.
Hardbound: $7.95 (305)
Softbound: $3.95 (306)

Teachings of Lord Caitanya
The essential teachings of

Lord Krsna's most mercdul
incarnation:

Hardbound: $6.95 (3031
Soflbound $4.95 {304}

| Readingsin

: A : omprehenswe o

| s195000)

usededmonoftheGmamtheWestern_ i e e .
| passspsE, EasyJourney

A siep-by-step guidebook on how o e

. Vedic
Literature

‘anthology of
. ancientIndia’s
‘philosophy.

Easylourney|
ta ather planets |

‘ to Other
: Planets__ .

: divine lovel m ;
* the material and

S125(402)

ThePerfechon =
. ofYoga

Body and mind
control that frees
. youfromillusions

o and false
_identities.
595 {406}

i e e

Oneof India’'s
greatest saints -
- fulfills & Peace.

" Corps:worker's
searchfor
‘meaning. . .
- 5150 t410)

i  Cookbogk

o 51 95 (503}

...'splrltuai universes. . -

';&mmqw )

- Perfect AnSwers _

The Hare Krsna

. Vegstarian recipes

::deai Cblo:r'mgf'Bo.-::)k ol
©o o “Apastime for r‘hﬂdren.:_
e S1 95 (502)

G “Prahlad F’leture e
__.and Storybook. -
- Atranscendental story
forcmdren St 95(501}

- Srlmad Bhagavatam e e

The poslgraduate science of spmtual reahzaiion
The book that begins where the Gitaleaves off.
Hardbaund: $7:95 per volume. 24 \roiumes avaiiable
© Cantod,in3paris (211, 212, 213) . ;
. Canto2,in2parls (221, 222)

" Canlo 5, in 2 parts (251, 252)
Canto 6, in 3 parts (261: 262, 263}--
* Canto7,in3parts (271, 272, 273)
CantoB in3parts (281,282, 283) -
; .in 3 parts (291, 292, 293)

& Caltanya car;tamrta i
_Thelifeand precepts of Krsna 5 rnost mercﬂul mcalnahon
described in detail. 17 hardbound volimes. S? 85each.
: Adi-lila, mSpartsHH 12113l e
. Madhya-iila, m9par's[121 122 123 124, 125 126

£ 127,128,129)
i __Antya lila. in 5 parts {131 132 133 134 135]

h‘ fora ny mason youf re. nor p!eaSed warh these booKs ;ust reium fhem w:rhrn TOo‘ays and. rec:e.-ve a wmpfsre refund

SUbSC rlbe to 1h|s uﬁl'que spzrltual joumal-—.. -
- fully devoted to the world of Krsna

'_ consciousness and self- realization.

onry $T(0ut8|de U S A. $8}

One year
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add

money order for $
that | may examine them for 10 days and, if not satisfied,
return them for a full refund.

MName
Address

City
If your order is under 54.95, please add $.50 for postage, 549510 59.95

THE BHAKTIVEDANTA BOOK TRUST Dept. BTG 12-9
3764 Watseka Ave,, Los Angeles, California 90034

Send me information on your membership program.
Please send me a free book catalog.
Send me the next twelve issues of BACKTO

GODHEAD. My check or money order for $7 is included.

outside U.S.A.)

Please send the books I've circled below. My check or
total payment is enclosed. | understand

123 128 134 221 262 281 293 305 310 402 501
124 129 135 222 263 282 301 306 311 405 502
125 131 211 251 271 2B3 302 307 312 408 503
126 132 212 262 272 291 303 308 313 409
127 133 213 261 273 292 304 308 314 410

State ZIP

5.70 postage, and over $9.95 add 6% of total arder.




~ know that whoever tastes it advances rapidly in splrltual

.. _ tal Love Feast. So why not join us this Sun-
~day? And after the feast, be sure to stay for the

If one offers Me w1th love
and devotion a leaf, af lower

frmt or water Iw1ll accept it?
- Bhagavad gtta)

. 'The speaker of these words is Lord Krsna, the Supreme Personahty
~ of Godhead. Since He already possesses everything, surely He has

- no need of food. Yet He accepts His devotees' offerings to help
them awaken the[r natural love for Him. As. we can see, Krsna ac-

cepts only vegetarian preparations offered to Him with love. This
food then becomes prasada—'the mercy of the Lord.” The
devotees are eager to distribute prasada, because they

life. And every Sunday afternoon thousands of people

- dojust that—Dby visiting any of more than one '
~ hundred Hare Krsna centers and partaking of the
world-famous, mcredlbly delicious, transcenden-

‘movie, play, or puppet show. (Please see page
. twenty-elght for the center nearest you. )






