GODHEAD IS LIGHT. NESCIENCE IS DARKNESS. WHERE THERE IS GODHEAD THERE IS NO NESCIENCE.

1%

L




[
J
Ui
Y
-‘h.
[Tk
-
-,

fF oy




‘Hare Krsna
Hare Krsna

Krsna Krsna
Hare Hare

Hare Rama
Hare Rama

Rama Rama

Hare Hare

Back to Godhead is for humans. lts subject '\ﬂ .

matter is hearing and chanting about the
Personality of Godhead, Lord Krsna. Accord-

ing to the Vedic scriptures, which are the oid- [

est known literatures on this planet, a human
being’s prime duty is to hear the glories of
God. It is stated in the Vedas that persons

whe will not experience the joy of speaking
and hearing about Krsna are really not human |

beings but lower animals. The only crucial

difference between the human body and those 8

of other animals such as cats and dogs is that

only the human species can inquire about and |

develop love for God.
We are all suffering in different ways only

because we have forgotten our eternal rela- |

tionship with the Supreme Lord. Containing
topics meant exclusively for awakening our

loving relationship with all-blissful Krsha, Back

to Godhead functions to release us from our
morbid preoccupation with a temporary mate-
rial life which inevitably ends in death. Hearing
about Krsna will guarantee us blissful eternal
life, but it must be performed under the expert
guidance of one who knows very well the
science of love of God. Such a person is our
spiritual master, His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, a pure devo-
tee of Krsna. We earnestly request all intelli-

gent men to inquire into his authorized writ- |
ings on Krsna consciousness.

Singing or speaking the Hare Krsna chant |
printed on this page can by itself clean the |
heart and mind of a whole lifetime’s accumu-
lation of the dust of forgetfulness of God.

Study our evidence for these claims, and at |

the same time please try to understand and
take part in Krsna consciousness. Such inquiry
is the real aim of human life.
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scientific program for the respiritualization of all of human
society. Although man has made rapid material progress,
there is a need for a spiritual method by which all men can
become one in peace, friendship and prosperity through a
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being introduced all over the world by the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness in a simple, practical and
universal way that can be accepted by men of any race,
religion or nationality. For information on how you can
become a registered member of this important spiritual
movement, please write to the Society’s secretary at
3764 Watseka Avenue, Los Angeles, California.
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Sudama Brahmana is gloriously received by the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna, and His
eternal consort Srimati Rukmini. (pg. 18)
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[On his way from Los Angeles to
London to attend the annual
Jagannatha Car Festival, His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the founder and spiritual
master of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness, paused for
three days at ISKCON's East Coast
Headquarters in New York City. There
he delivered a short series of public

lectures, initiated twenty new disciples,
gave personal directions to many of
his students, and granted audience to
selected guests and visitors. The fol-
lowing is a conversation, held in Srila
Prabhupéada’s personal quarters on the
second afternoon of his visit, between

His Divine Grace and Mr. Paul
Valliere, an Instructor of Religion at
Columbia University in New York
City.]

The Search

3

for the

His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Mr. Valliere:

I've been studying
Russian elders in the Orthodox Church.
Perhaps that’s a tradition you're famil-
iar with in some way. They seem to
have found the Divine. | guess |I'd de-
fine it in terms of a search for the
Divine.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. When you are
searching with some goal, what is that
goal? Why are you searching? When
you are missing something, then there
is a question of search. What is that
missing point? You say that religion
means searching after the Divine, so
that means that you are missing the
Divine. Do you follow?

Mr. Valliere: That's right.

Srila Prabhupada: Now, the next ques-
tion will be, what do you mean by
this Divine?

Mr. Valliere: Well, I'm not sure,

Prabhupada

Srila Prabhupada: The other day we
were talking with a scientist. We came
to this conclusion: that the big scien-
tists are simply observing the laws of
nature, The laws of nature are very
stringent. For example, there is death.
Everyone will die. One cannot check
death, however great a scientist he may
be. By the laws of nature one becomes
old. By scientific advancement they
cannot stop this. Through science they
are trying to overcome the stringent
laws of nature, but so far, in past hu-
man history they could not, and in the
present also they are unable. They say
that in the future they will be able, but
in the past they could not, and in the
present also they are unable, so how
can they overcome the laws of nature
in the future? History repeats itself.
The same failure is there,
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Therefore, as we define it, the
Divine means the controller of the
laws of nature. There are laws of na-
ture, and everyone is under these laws.
No one can overcome the laws of na-
ture, Just like state laws. Every citizen
is bound to abide by the state laws; he
cannot overcome them. If he over-
comes or violates the law, then he be-
comes punishable. Similarly, the laws
of nature are laws of God. Just as your
President is the giver of your state
laws, similarly, as soon asyou say''laws
of nature,” there must be a giver of
those laws. In our $astra, Vedic litera-
ture, it is said: dharmarn hi saksad-
bhagavat-prapitam. Dharma, religion,
means the codes given by God, and we
have to abide by those codes. When we
do not abide by those codes, then we
violate the laws of nature or God, and
we are punished. Now, who is that
person or authority who is giving that
law, who is controlling that law? That
is the subject of the Divine search. But
that Divine search can’t be completed
by the speculation of our imperfect
senses.

Our senses are imperfect. Therefore
whatever knowledge we gather by
speculating with our imperfect senses
is also imperfect. For example, the sun
isvery big—fourteen hundred thousand
times bigger than this earth. But with
~ our imperfect eyes we see it to be just
like a disc. If we remain satisfied with
this imperfect knowledge, then we will
remain in darkness. We have to know
the sun fram the astronomers; they
have calculated its size, so they know
it. In this way, perfect knowledge can
be attained—when it is received through
the perfect knower, not by speculation.

4 Back to Godhead

Speculation means to speculate with
the limited mind and imperfect senses.
So, however carefully or expertly 1
search through these instruments, they
are themselves imperfect. Therefore
Vedic Sastra says that to understand
the Divine, you must have Divine
mercy. One can understand the truth
by the grace of the Divine. So search-
ing after the Divine means searching
after the grace of the Divine. For ex-
ample, take a very big man, just like
President Nixen. | am speculating,
"President Nixon is like that, like that,
like this. His functions are like this, he
eats like this, he sleeps like this.”
That is speculation. But if | hear
directly from President Nixon or his
very confidential representative, that
is perfect knowledge. | cannot specu-
tate and know about President Nixon
with my imperfect senses. | must know
about President Nixon when he speaks
persopally about himself or his per-
sonal associate speaks about him.

Mr. Valliere: |f our senses are imperfect,
then with what sense do we perceive
the Divine that underlies these laws of
nature?

Srila Prabhupada: I've given you an
example of how our senses are imper-
fect. | can see the sun, but | do not
see the sun perfectly, | have the power
to see the sun, but | do not know how
big the sun is. In this way my senses
are imperfect. But when | see the sun
and hear about it from a perfect person
who knows about the sun, then my
knowledge becomes perfect, although
I have imperfect senses. | cannot under-
stand President Nixon by my specula-
tion. But when the President speaks
about himself, | can understand, al-

though | have imperfect senses. This is
the process. We are imperfect in this
way—that our senses cannot approach
the ultimate point by speculation.

Mr. Valliere: | agree with that, but |
still . . . The perfect person that is
going to speak to me is God? Is that
the analogy?

Srila Prabhupada: That we will have t0
find later on. First of all the principle
should be accepted—that unless we
hear from the perfect person, our
knowledge is imperfect. First of all
we have to agree to this point. That
is why one goes to schools, colleges
and universities. If at home one could
learn everything, then why should he
go to schools, colleges and universities?
It is not possible to get perfect knowl-
edge by oneself. Therefore the Vedic
injunction is that in order 1o gain
perfect knowledge one has to ap-
proach the proper person, who is
known as guru.

Mr. Valliere: That's what | was getting
at.

[A newsman, with two assistants and
efectropic equipment, has been trying
to see Srila Prabhupada.]

Newsman (whispering to S'vémasundara
dasa, Srila Prabhupada’s secretary): Can
| ask a couple of questions, and then
I'll leave?

Syamasundara: Please, ask, yes.
Newsman: Svami, please. I'm .. . If |
may interrupt, I'd just like to ask a few
questions. Then I’ll go so that you can
continue. Tell me, what do you think
accounts for your popularity, the

popularity of the Krsna consciousness
movement in America?
Srila Prabhupdda: It is not due to my




personality. It is because | am present-
ing the truth as it is. To give an exam-
ple, if you prepare some food with
nice ingredients, it will be appealing to
everyone. And if you prepare some-
thing obnoxious, maybe it will appeal
10 a certain section but not toall.
Newsman: What can appreciation of
Krsna do for the Americans of this
country?

Srila Prabhupada: As | have repeatedly
said, you Americans already have the
grace of the Lord. According to our
Vedic formula, when a man is born in
a rich family, he is understood to
possess the grace of the Lord. You
Americans have sufficient riches. You
are sons of rich men. So this is the
grace of God. Janma sabhya-sutah: to
take birth in a high family, to possess
riches. Janma sabhya-sutah: to become
a learned scholar. You are going to the
moon. Your scientific knowledge is
advanced. And $ri—sri means beauty.
You are beautiful also. So, considering
all these points, it is to be understood
that you are in a favorable condition;
you have the favorable consideration
of the Absolute Truth, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Now, if you
take to Krsna consciousness, or God
consciousness, then all of these mate-
rial opulences—plus Krsna con-
sciousness—will make your life perfect.
Newsman: Do you foresee that the
devotees will grow in number in this
cpuntry?

Srila Prabhupada: There is a possibility.
Otherwise, why are these young men
coming? There is a good possibility,
but we have no facility. The govern-
ment is spending millions of dollars to
stop LSD intoxication. But our stu-
dents—as soon as they become my
students, | simply order them: "No
intoxication.” So what to speak of
LSD, they do not take tea, they do
not take coffee, nor do they smoke.
But the government will not help us.
That is the difficulty,

Newsman: Do you seek government
help?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. If | get govern-
ment help | can give protection to these
confused, frustrated youth. | have no
proper house to accomodate them, to
feed them. With great difficulty | am
pushing on this movement. But if the
government comes forward and gives

me a little facility, | can turn the face
of your country—immediately. There
will be no problem.

Newsman: What is your cure? What can
you make better?

Srila Prabhupada: This is the cure—I
am making men of good character.
Don't you see their faces? Some of
them were hippies in a frustrated,
wretched condition. Now they are
known as bright faced. See their char-
acter! They don't have illicit sex; they
don’t eat meat; they don't take any
intoxicants; they don‘t indulge in
gambling. These are the four pillars of
sinful life. If you allow people to in-
dulge in sinful life, how can you expect
good citizens? That's not possible.
Their character must be formed. So
we have gone to the root. We are mak-
ing men of character, knowledge, sin-
cerity and God consciousness. Don't
you appreciate it?

Newsman: Will they be able to func-
tion in the society as working indi-
\fiduals?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. There is noth-
ing prohibited. You simply have to
change your consciousness. That's all.
We are also eating. We are also sleep-
ing. Many of our students are house-
holders; they have sex. So there is
nothing prohibited, but everything is
regulated for higher achievement. That
is our program.

Newsman: Do you see yourself, then,
as the saviour of the American youth?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Certainly. This
movement is saving them already. It is
not future. It is present, practical.
Newsman: Thank you very much. [The
newsman, in a hurry to go, begins to
gather hiselectronic equipment.] Good
luck.

Srila Prabhupada: Thank you.

[A devotee escorts the newsman to
the door, and Srila Prabhupada resumes
his discussion with Mr. Valliere.]

Srila Prabhupada: So religion—it is
simple—religion means the laws of
God. Simple definition. And one who
follows the laws of God pleases God.
It doesn’t matter whether he's Chris-
tian, Hindu, Muslim. It doesn’t matter.
Take for example your Christian reli-
gion, Lord Jesus Christ says, “Thou
shalt not kill."” But | think that almost
cent percent of the Christian people
are very much engaged in killing. So

they are disobeying the laws of God.
Don't you think so? What is right?
[Srila Prabhupada turns his head, wait-
ing for an answer to his rhetorical
question.] Then if you disobey the
laws of God, what is your religion?
It is simply show. God said, or God's
representative, God's son, Jesus Christ,
said, “Thou shalt not kill.” But in the
whole Christian world the killing art is
very much favored—maintaining slaugh-
terhouses, shooting in sports and cre-
ating Vietnams. So many things—
simply killing. And any film shown,
when it is a killing film, is very
popular. | see in your parks the sol-
diers killing. This park | was passing
through? What is that park?
Syamasundara: Prospect Park.
Srila Prabhupada: Prospect Park. There
is a big gate. There is a killing picture.
Syamasundara: Praising the soldiers.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Of course, sol-
diers’ killing and ordinary killing are
not the same. But my point is that
God gives you the law that you should
not kill. Now, if we are violating that
law, then how can we be religious?
That is my question,
Mr. Valliere: Your Grace, is non-
violence, not killing—that is part of
Krsna consciousness, isn't it?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes.
Mr. Valliere: What's the future of that
in India today?
Srila Prabhupada: Not only in India—
Krsna consciousness is not meant for
India or America. Of course, | have
been deputed by my guru mahdrdja
[spiritual master] to spread this Krsna
consciousness movement in the West-
ern world. That is his grace. Since
Western people are intelligent, he want-
ed them to learn what Krsna con-
sciousness is. So my mission is in the
Western countries, but it is not meant
for any particular country or nation.
It is meant for every living entity.
Now, there are many unfortunate
living entities, and there are many
fortunate living entities. We are preach-
ing this Krsna consciousness movement
in American and the Western countries,
and only the fortunate persons are
coming. But if a few of them come
and understand, then by their example
and behavior the whole population will
be favorably influenced. It is not ex-
pected that cent percent of the popu-
lation will be able to understand this
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philosophy ot Krsna consciousness.
But by the example of a few . .. yad
vad dcarati sregthas.* For example,
vou'll find that our temple is always
crowded to the fullest extent. We re-
quire a more spacious hall, But not all
of them are initiated students. Out of
them, say ten percent are initiated stu-
dents. But still people are coming to
see. They're following. Gradually thev
will also become students.

So this is a very important scientific
movement. | therefore request learned
scholars like you—government officials,
scientists, philosophers—to study this.
It is for them that we have written so

many books. Not only that . .. it is
not that we are simply chanting and
dancing. If you are a philosopher, if
vou are a scholar, if you are a scientist,
we can give you food for thought in a
scientific, philosophical, scholarly way.
So my only request is that all the
leaders of society come forward, study
this movement and take to it. That
will be beneficial. We don't ask that
they do so blindly, just as one follows
some type of faith or religion blindly
and after some time gives it up. No
We say, sri-krspa-caitanya-dayd karaha
vicdra, You just use your judgement
about the mercy of Lord Caitanya, and

if you do that, then you'll find wonders
in this movement.

[Bhagavandasa, a disciple, brings Srila
Prabhupada some water, and Srila
Prabhupada calls for some ice. Bhakti-
janad3sa, a disciple engaged in preach-
ing work in Harlem, enters the room
with a dozen or so Negro devotees
from the Brookiyn temple and Negro
boys and girls who have been attracted
to the Krsna consciousness movement
in Harlem. Srila Prabhupada welcomes
them—"Hare Krsna. Come on '—and

they fall to the floor before him and
offer their obeisances. A few more
Negro devotees enter the room and

*“Whatever action is performed by a
great man (common men follow in his
footsteps).” (Bhagavad-gitd, 3.21)
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offer their obeisances, and again Srila
Prabhupada encourages them—''Hare
Krsna. Thank you very much.” They
all  join the devotees who are
already sitting gathered around Srila
Prabhupada, and the conversation con-
tinues. ]

Srila Prabhupada: So you should accept
this definition of religion. Religion
means the law given by God. Simple
formula. Do you have any objection,
or do you accept it?

Mr. Valliere: | accept that. | think
religion is what you‘re doing. 1 think
religion is what | see right here.

Srila Prabhupada: Right religion.

Mr. Valliere: | think it's great!

Srila Prabhupada: Thank vyou very
much. Yes. So what is the cbiect of
this Krsna consciousness movement?
The purpose of this movement is that
we are trying to love Krsna. If | love
Krsna or God, then naturally | will be
obedient to the laws of God. Is it not?
Just like my students. When—say four
or five years ago—I| came here, | had no
students. | was loitering in the street;
no one was caring for me. Now | have
hundreds and thousands of students;
they can do whatever | order. | did not
pay them anything, nor did | bring any
money from India. But they are exe-
cuting my orders simply out of love.
Is it not a fact? Because they have
developed a love for me—ihe reason
may be whatever it may be, but unless
they have developed love for me, how
could they execute my orders without
any personal profit? Therefore this is
the first thing required. Religion means
to abide by the orders of God. Simple.
And this obedience to the laws of God
will be automatically performed if
everyone revives his dormant love for

God.
We have taken this science, We are

teaching everyone how to love God.
If one thinks that he has learned

how to love God through some par-
ticular religion, we have no objec-
tion, Whether he is Christian or Hinduo
or Muslim or whatever he may be, if
by executing the religious principles
which he is professing he has developed
his love of God, then we have nothing
to preach to him, The result is there.
But because we don't find that love of
God is there, we are putting forward

a simple formula: here is the way by
which—if you utilize or accept it—
you'll very quickly love God.

If we are convinced that to love
God is religion, and if that is our main
concern in the human form of life,
then this Krsna consciousness move-
ment is the genuine scientific move-
ment which everyone should take. if
someone thinks, "My aim of life is
different; | don’t care for God,”" that
is a different thing. But our philosophy
is that human life is especially meant
far developing that God cansciousness
or knowing the art of how to love God.
| cannot preach Krsna conscious phi-
losophy amongst the animals because
their consciousness is not so developed.
But still, my movement is so perfect
that | can do good even to the cats and
dogs—by offering them prasadam and
by giving them a chance to hear the
Hare Krsna maha-mantra. This vibra-
tion is transcendental. When it is
chanted, 1t is good for everyone—
all living entities. Therefore we go
to the streets and chant so that
everyone can hear the transcendental
vibration.

So is it accepted that religion
means the laws of God? Is that ac-
cepted? Now, we have to study what
the special laws of God are and what
the nature of God is. That is the Divine
search, Fram Bhagavad-gita we under-
stand that it is the nature of God that
He is the Supreme Father. |s there any
objection? God is the Supreme Father.
| think that in the Christian religion
that is accepted. Is it not? Now, the
Supreme Father says that all living
entities—not only civilized human be-
ings but even animals, trees, plants,
insects, birds and fishes and other
aquatics, irrespective of bodily fea-
tures—are sons of God. What do you
think of this conception?

Mr. Valliere: | think that it's probably a
better and more universal notion of life
than you'd have in the somewhat more
“rnan-centered’”’ Western philosophies.
élj?la Prabhupada: They are defective.
Mr. Valliere: The problem, of course,
is that you don’t want man to some-
how get lost in it all, But still | think it
would be safe to agree with what
you're saying. This universality is very
appealing.

Srila Prabhupada: We are not manu-
facturing this idea; it is stated in the
Bhagavad-gita. Sarva-yonisu Raunteya
murtayah sambhavanti yah. *God is the
Father of all species and forms of life.
Besides that, we take this body as a
dress. For example, your white shirt is
not you. You are different from the
white shirt. Similarly, one may have a
body, white or black, but he, as spirit
soul, is different from the body. Now,
we are taking account of the person
who is possessing the dress—not the
dress but the person. | am talking with
you, | am not talking with your shirt.
| don’t look to see whether you have
put on a white shirt or black shirt. That
is not my concern. | am concerned with
you as a living being. This is our
philosophy. We don’t take account of
the outward shirt and coat. This body,
this gross body, is just like a coat, and
within this gross body there is a subtle
body—mind, intelligence and ego. With-
in that subtle body, the spirit soulis
there. And we are trying to deliver the
spirit soul from these two kinds of en-
tanglement, subtle and gross. That is
our mission. National and religious
movements are more or less on the
basis of the outward dress. One is
Christian because he isborn of a Chris-
tian father. Is it not? One is American
because he is born in the land of
America. We say that we are neither
Christian nor American, Hindu, Muslim
or Indian. We are eternal servants of
God. Try to understand this fact and
mold your life in this way; then your
life will be successful. This is our pro-
gram. Simple. Now what is your com-
ment on this statement?

Mr. Valliere: | like everything you're
saying, and | think maybe | should
listen to some other questions.

Srila Prabhupada: Then you agree with
this?

Mr. Valliere: Yes. | like it.

Srila Prabhupada: Half-agree. "I like
it"” means half-agreement. That's nice.
Something is better than nothing. If it
is half-agreed, that is better than not
agreed. So, what are the reactions of
the other boys and girls present here to
these statements?

{There is a thoughtfui silence. No one
has anything to say.]

*Bg. 14.4
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Mr. Valliere: Are all spirit souls alike,
or are they different?

Srila Prabhupada: Alike. The dress is
different, but the spirit soul is the
same, Therefore in the Bhagavad-gita
it is said, vidya-vinaya-sampanne
brahmane gavi hastini Suni caiva
svapake ca panditap sama-darsinah:
the really learned man sees everyone
on the same level because he sees the
spirit, and his view is that a learned
brahmana, a dog, an elephant or a low-
born person are all in the same category
of spirit soul.* That is the vision of a
learned scholar. He does not discrimi-
nate—""Here is a dog and here is a very
learned scholar.” His vision is this:
“The dog is entangled by his body,
and the learned scholar is also entan-
gled by his body, but both the dog and
the learned scholar are spirit souls.”
That is actual vision. We are concerned
with the soul more than the outward
body. That is our concern. '

[One of the disciples raises a ques-
tion.]

Lokamarigala: Srila Prabhupada, in our
fully developed state in the spiritual
sky, are we still one ten-thousandth
the tip of a hair, like we are now?

Srila Prabhupada: You are a spiritual
atom, and its measurement is one ten-
thousandth the size of the tip of a hair.
That is the seed or basic principle.
Now, on that small particle of spirit
soul we have developed this body. We
have a human body, another has an
elephant body, etc., but this is external.

The real seed is that soul, which is one
ten-thousandth of a hair in size. Simi-
larly, as you have developed this mate-
rial body under a particular conscious-
ness, when one gives up the material
connection, he develops a spiritual
body. And in that spiritual body he will
be able to enter the kingdom of God
and go back home, back to Godhead.
This body you will have to give up—to-
day or tomorrow or one hundred years
from now, you will have to give it up.
The Bhagavad-gita says, tyaktva deharh
punar janma naiti—"'After giving up
this body, a Krsna conscious person
does not accept another material
body." Then what happens to him?
Mam eti: ""He comes to Me [Krsna] .”
For example, in your country one who

wants to become a citizen must pos-
sess particuiar qualities and fulfill cer-
tain conditions; then he'll be accepted
as a citizen. Similarly, if we want
to go back home, back to God-
head, then we must develop our
dormant spiritual quality, and that is
Krsna consciousness. This movement
trains one to go back home, back to
Godhead. Others who are dying do not
know what next life they'll get after
giving up this body or after this death.
Although they are proud of their edu-
cation, they do not discuss what the
constitution of the soul is or how he
transfers from one body to another.
This science is unknown to the modern
educated men. Is it not? They do not

|

know. They simply speculate. This is
the defect of the modern educational
system. Actually, everyone is seeking
for spiritual emancipation. Therefore
in spite of so many big universities,
your country is producing hippies,
hopeless population. Am | speaking
rightly or not? You are a university
teacher. | have seen this in so many
universities.

Mr. Valliere: | like my students. | think
they are on the right track.

Srila Prabhupada: | like your students
more because | do not wish to see them
in such a frustrated condition. That is
my mission. | want to make them hap-
py. | want to give them this informa-
tion of Krsna consciousness so that

*Bg. 5.18
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they may get back their life. | have

received thousands of letters from
those who have come to this life from
frustration, expressing how they feel
obliged to me.

[After a short period of silence, one of
the interested Negro boys speaks up.]

Student: Prabhupada, you said in your
last lecture that for one who wants to
take up bhAaktl, the work that he i
doing does not stop. This has been a
source of confusion to myself and
other people.

[The boy is sitting in back, so Srila
Prabhupada does not hear.]

Srila Prabhupada: What does he say?

Bali Mardan Gosvami: He says that
when you take up bhakti your work
does not stop, so he is confused about
this.

Srila Prabhupada: Therefore we are
defining bhakti. Try to understand.
Can you follow me? Come here, come
forward. [The boy moves to the front.]
Try to understand what bhakti is,
Bhakti means to have no other desire
than to satisfy Krsna. That is bhakti,
Just like Arjuna. Arjuna satisfied Krsna
by fighting, and he became a bhakta
[devotee] . In the battlefield Arjuna
was hesitating—""Ah, what is the use of
my killing my own men, my family
men, my brothers, my nephews, my
grandfather?” They were all on the
other side, and he was to fight with

them and kill them. So he was hesi-
tating. He was a very great warrior. He
knew that when they fought he
would kill them. "“Although they have
come to fight with me,” he thought,
“they do not know. But / know. They
are my men, so why shall | fight with
them? Let them enjoy; | don't want
killing.”” But after understanding
Bhagavad-gita, when he came to the
understanding that it was his duty to
satisfy Krsna, he sacrificed his own
determination not to kill his men. He
satisfied Krsna by the same art of war.
He did not change his position. After
hearing Bhagavad-gita, he did not be-
come a Vedantist or go away to the
Himalayas for yoga practice and give
up his fighting in the battlefield. No,
he did not change. But he changed
his consciousness. That is all.

At the present moment our con-
sciousness is that we are working for
our own sense gratification. When this
consciousness changes and we realize
that we have to work to satisfy Krsna,
then our life is successful. You don't
have to change your work or position.
But when you understand that you
have to work not for your personal
sense gratification but for the satisfac-
tion of Krsna, that is bhakti. |s that
clear?

Student: | have another question.
Stila Prabhupada: First of all, is this
clear? One simply has to change his
consciousness, that's all. This is
bhakti—change. One must change his
consciousness in favor of Krspa. | am
now thinking, "I like this. | like to eat
like this. | like to sleep like this.”” Our
present material position is in terms of
our liking. Therefore Krsna conscious-
ness means to change this mentality—
“my liking"”—but to accept the prin-
ciple of satisfying Krsna. Bhakti means
to act according to Krsna's likes. Is it
clear? It does not mean change of
place or change of occupation. Change
of mentality. That's all.

Nitai dasa: What if you are engaged in
some occupation Krsna does not like?
Srila Prabhupada: That you have to
learn from Krsna's representative—
what He likes and what He does not
like. Therefore you have to accept a
spiritual  master. Yasya prasadad
bhagavat-prasadah. |f your spiritual
master is pleased, then you know that
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Krsna is pleased. If the spiritual mas-
ter is displeased, then you know that
Krsna is displeased. You cannot be in
contact with Krsna at the present
moment, in the beginning; therefore
you require the help of Krsna's repre-
sentative to learn whether Krsna is
pleased or Krsna is not pleased. But
your business is to please Krsna.
Devotee: I'm not living a temple life,
I'm working, and I'm not married, so
what should my activities be?

Srila Prabhupada: You should make
your home a temple. What is the dif-
ference between temple and home?
This is a temple, and the next house is
a house. This is made of brick and
stone; that is also made of brick and
stone. But this is called a temple be-
cause here our business is Krsna. And
that is called a house because there is
none of Krsna's business. So if you de-
vote your house for Krsna's business,
then that is also a temple. Do the same
thing that the members here are do-
ing—in your apartment, in your house,
with your wife and children. Work in-
dependently, spend independently—but
do it for Krsna. Then your house is a
temple. We want that. Here the temple
is simply giving an example of how to
live, but this example can be followed
everywhere, Every house can be turned
intoa temple. Here everything is Krsna-
centered; similarly, if you make your
home Krsna-centered, not ‘‘you-
centered,” then your home is also a
temple, Yes?

Lokamanigala dasa: In your books you
explain that we are in the Kali-yuga
age, |Is the Kali-yuga age coming to a
close now?

Srila Prabhupada: No. It will continue
for another 427,000 vears, The dura-
tion of Kali-yuga is 432,000 years. Out
of that, we have passed only 5,000
vears. The balance is 427,000 years.
And during this time the condition of
society will be worse—not better but
worse, In the last stage of Kali-yuga
there will be no food grains, no milk,
no fruits. It will be a very horrible
time. People will kill their own children
and eat them, just like animals. The
last stage of Kali-yuga will be like that,
So before coming to that stage, better
to take Krsna consciousness and go
back to Krsna. That is our program.
We don’t wish to wait for the worst
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things. The worst things are already
happening, and it will be still worse.
Instead of waiting for that time, better
to become perfect by chanting Hare
Krsna and go back home, back to God-
head. That is our position.

Bali Mardana Gosvami: Srila Prabhu-
pada, may we take your leave?

[It is getting late, so Srila
Prabhupada nods in assent. The devo-
tees offer their obeisances and begin
to leave the room] .

Srila Prabhupada (to Mr. Valliere):
You have our books?

Mr. Valliere: Nitai dasa up at Columbia
sees that we are well supplied.

[Srila Prabhupada continues to speak
to those who are clustered about him.]

Srila Prabhupada: Just have a clean
place like this, chant Hare Krsna, read
all these books, and try to inform your
audience about Krsna consciousness.
There is no difficulty. We can open a
center anywhere, and everyone will be
pleased to hear about Krsna. It is not
difficult. The worker must simply be
sincere. Then everything is all right.
| came to your country alone. | had no
place. | was sitting alone in Tompkins
Square Park and chanting Hare Krsna.
Gradually they came. So similarly you
can do that. What is the difficulty? The
process is already there. We simply
have to execute it. It is not difficult.
And it is not limited to any certain
neighborhood or any kind of popula-
tion. No. Krsna is for everyone.
Markandeya Rsi dasa: There are two
new temples being started—one in
Harlem and another one in Bedford-
Stuyvesant. The one in Harlem has
an authority, a bona fide president to
carry on the prescribed activities that
are supposed to be performed in a
Krsna consciousness temple. What |
wanted to know is if an authority
could be recommended for the new
temple being started, to give that par-
ticular -temple a basic foundation in
living up to brahminical standards.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Select among
yourselves one who is most competent.
Elect him as president,

Markandeya Rsi dasa: So that would
be bona fide?

Srila Prabhupada: Select a man who is
initiated. The president must maintain
the discipline, Without discipline there




s d

cannot be obedience. The president
is the spiritual master's representative.
Since the spiritual master is not pres-
ent, one man is selected as president
to look after the business of the temple
on behalf of the spiritual master.
Student: | came to New York from
Detroit with a recommendation from
Bhagavan dasa to be initiated. | have
my letter with me.

Srila Prabhupada: You'll be initiated.
Any one of you—when you agree to
follow the regulative principles and
yvou are recommended by our men,
then you can also be initiated. Initia-
tion is a formality. First of all you have
to decide whether you will abide by
the rules and regulations and become
Krsna conscious. That is your consi-
deration. You have to decide for your-
self whether you are going to take this
Krsna consciousness seriously. That is
your decision. Initiation is a formality.
Ifyou are serious, that is real initiation.
If you have understood this Krsna
philosophy and if you have decided
that you will take Krsna consciousness

seriously and preach the philosophy
to others, that is your initiation. My
touch is simply a formality. It is your
determination. That is initiation.

Student: There was some difficulty
that occurred in Cleveland temple with
some black-skinned devotees there. . .
Srila Prabhupada: That is due to lack
of knowledge. You see. These things
will go on, so Caitanya Mahaprabhu
has instructed that we should be a little
tolerant. Suppose someone treats you
improperly because you have a differ-
ent colored skin. That is his ignorance.
But when you feel insulted, thatisalso
your ignorance, You should know that
he has only insulted your skin, not
you, Suppose | say, "“Why are you
wearing this blue shirt?’”" | may say
that, but it is not very important to
you, You may wear a blue shirt or
white shirt; it does not matter. You
are eternally Krsna's servant. If you
keep that consciousness, you won't
feel insulted. Sometimes one cannot
check such social goings on in the
material world, so this has to happen.

Therefore Caitanya Mahaprabhu has
said, trpad api sunicena taror api
sahispund. "'|f we are to go on work-
ing, then we have to learn how to be
tolerant.”

Another disciple: So now |I'm here in
New York. Would it be all right to be-
gin to establish something in Pitts-
burgh?

Srila Prabhupdda: Yes. In that way
you'll be able to serve Krsna very
rightly. And as soon as you are recog-
nized by Krsna, your life is successful.
Girl: How can | please you most?
Srila Prabhupada [smiling] : How do
you want to please me? [laughing]
Chant Hare Krsna. That will please me.
Always, twenty-four hours a day, chant
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. There is no
expenditure. Utilize the tongue Krsna
has given you. Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.
That will please me. Is that all right?
Thank you very much. END
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As foretold in Vedic scriptures, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead
appeared on earth 500 years ago in
the form of Lord Caitanya, who is
God Himself playing the role of a
devotee of Godhead. The eight
verses entitled $r7 $r7 Siksastakam,
which were the only written in-
structions of Lord Caitanya, reveal
the essence of the Krsna conscious-
ness movement.
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SRl SRI SIKSASL
S Krsna Caitanya
Mahaprabhu

translated by

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada
with purports by
His Holiness
Subaldasa Svami

1

ceto-darpana-madrjanarn bhava-mahadavagni-nirvapanam
sreyah kairava-candrikavitaranarh vidyavadhajivanam

\ Gnandambudhi-vardhanarn pratipadarn parnamrtasvadanari

sarvatma-snapanarn pararn vijayate Sri-krsna-sankirtanam

TRANSLATION

lory to the ST Krsna sankirtana, which cleanses
the heart of all the dust accumulated for years and
extinguishes the fire of conditional life, of repeated
birth and death. This sankirtana movement is the
| prime benediction for humanity at large because it
spreads the rays of the benediction moon. It is the life
of all transcendental knowledge. It increases the ocean
of transcendental bliss, and it enables us to fully taste
the nectar for which we are always anxious.

PURPORT

The conditioned soul is covered from time immemorial by the dirt of the accumulated reactions of his sinful
activities. Due to the reactions of his past sins, he becomes further engaged in sinful activities and becomes more
and more forgetful of his constitutional position as part and parcel of the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna. Due to
forgetfulness of his spiritual nature, he identifies himself with the temporary material body and its paraphernalia.
Thus, rather than serving Krsna in loving devotion, he is forced to serve maya, the limited mundane potency of
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the Lord. The living being is never independent in any stage of existence, either conditioned or liberated, but
when he is under the control of maya he suffers, and when he is under the control of Krsna he enjoys life in the
association of the Lord and His devotees.

The Sri Krsna sankirtana, or the congregational chanting of the holy names of Ged, is able to immediately
cleanse the heart of all the dirt that accumulates there for millions of years. This is the result of just the dim
reflection of the holy name. During the night, there is fear of thieves, ghosts, murderers, etc. In the morning,
before the sun even rises on the horizon, it dispels all such fears by its first rays of light. In the same way, before
the holy name makes its full appearance, it dispels the darkness of material ignorance and clears away heaps of
sinful activities which have not yet manifested themselves. Thus one is freed from karmic reaction and placed on
the liberated platform of life. In this way, the door to devotional service is opened.

This safkirtana movement inaugurated by Lord Caitanya is the special dispensation for this age of Kali. In
previous ages the path of spiritual realization was long and difficult. In Satya-yuga, when men lived for one
hundred thousand years and conditions were favorable for meditation, people could attain success by practicing
voga for thousands of years together. In Treta-yuga, when the life span was reduced to ten thousand years and
conditions were not as favorable, the recommended process of spiritual realization was by elaborate and costly
sacrifices. In the Dvapara-yuga, when man’s life was reduced to one thousand years and conditions were still less
favorable, the recommended process was temple worship. Now in this age of Kali-yuga, when life is reduced to a
mere one hundred years and the living conditions are growing worse and worse, the one recommended and
practical way of achieving success in spiritual life is by the congregational chanting of the holy name of God. This
is the simplest and most effective means of reaching God. What was achieved in Satya-yuga by meditation, in
Treta-yuga by sacrifices and in Dvapara-yuga by temple worship is now achieved in Kali-yuga simply by utterance
of the holy name—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare
Hare. Therefore, great sages and saintly persons sometimes pray for the advent of Kali-yuga in order to take
advantage of this simple and sublime process for going back home, back to Godhead.

Srila Riipa Gosvami prays to Lord Caitanya as follows:

namo maha-vadanyaya krsna-prema-pradaya te
krsnaya Rrspa-caitanya-namne gaura-tvise namafl
“| offer my respectful obeisances unto the Supreme Lord Sri Krspa Caltanya who is more magnanimous than
any other avgtara, even Krsna Himself, because He is bestowing freely what no one else has ever given—pure love
of Krsna."

All over the universe, Krsna is worshiped with awe and reverence, but such a form of worship does not satisfy
Him. He is actually attracted by the spontaneous loving service rendered to Him by the residents of Vrndavana.
Seeing that He had not bestowed such loving service upon the world for a long time, the Lord came in His
devotional aspect of Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahiprabhu and bestowed pure love of Krsna upon the world by means
of the sankirtana movement. He personally inaugurated this $r7 Krsna safikirtana and overflooded the whole
universe with love of God. This movement is carrying on still, and it gives us the highest realization of the tran-
scendental life of full bliss and knowledge in eternity and allows us to enter into the loving exchanges of Sr7 $ri
Radha and Krgna in Vrndavana.
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namnamakdri bahudhd nija-sarva-Saktis
tatrarpitd niyamitah smarane na Ralah

etadrsi tava krpa bhagavan mamdpi
durdaivamidrsamihdjani nanuragah

TRANSLATION

my Lord, Your holy name alone can render all
benediction to living beings, and thus You have hun-
dreds and millions of names like Krsna and Govinda.
In these transcendental names You have invested all
Your transcendental energies, and there are no hard
and fast rules for chanting these names. O my Lord,
out of kindness You enable us to easily approach You
by chanting Your holy names, but | am so unfortunate
that | have no attraction for them.

PURPORT

There is no need to take to any process of spiritual realization other than the recitation of the holy name. In
the Vedanta-siitras, Fourth Chapter, 4th adhikarapa, 22nd sutra, it is stated, anavrttih Sabdat: “By sound
vibration one becomes liberated.” Simply by chanting the holy name constantly, one can go back to Godhead
and never have to return to this miserable material world. It is also stated in Bhagavad-gita, Eleventh Chapter,
36th verse: “The world becomes joyful hearing Your name, and thus do all become attached to You.” Thus
Arjuna also accepts the potency of the holy name.

In the Narada-paficaratra it is stated that all the Vedic rituals, mantras and understanding are compressed into
the eight words Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare. Similarly, in the Kali-santarana Upanisad it is
stated that these sixteen words, Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rima, Hare Hare, are especially meant for counteracting the degrading and contaminating influence of the
materialistic age of Kali.

In the Brhan-ndradiya Purdna, it is clearly stated that it is only chanting of the holy name of Hari (Krsna) that
can save people from the problems of materialistic existence, and there is no other alternative, no other alternative,
no other alternative in this age of Kali. This automatically eliminates the usefulness of the processes karma, jnana
and yoga. Therefore this chanting process is the one simple and sublime process of achieving the desired goal of
life. One need not take to any other process.

The Lord has thousands and millions of names for this purpose. Any name of God will do, but the ecstatic
method, the easiest means for most people, is to chant the Hare Krsna mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. If one feels that this is a sectarian name and
prefers to chant any other authorized name of God, that is approved, but Lord Caitanya and His followers have
chanted the Hare Krsna mantra, and therefore it is authorized for all people of all times and places.

The holy name of Krsna is nondifferent from Krsna Himself. In the material world we find a difference be-
tween the name and the object. If we are thirsty and simply chant “water, water, water, water,” it will not satisfy
us. But, if we want Krspa and chant “Krsna, Krsna, Krsna, Krsna,” He is personally present in His name, and we
can feel that presence of the Lord even in the beginning stages of chanting of the holy name. As one becomes
more advanced, by uttering the holy name he can see Krsna dancing on his tongue. In the .§rTmad—Bh5gavaram,
Krsna says to Narada, ‘'l am not in the hearts of the yogis, nor am | in Vaikuntha, but, O Narada, | am present
wherever My devotees are engaged in chanting My holy name.”

There are no hard and fast rules for chanting the holy names of Krspa. Anyone can chant, anywhere and at
any time. The chanting may be done loudly or softly, alone or in a group. Thus one can chant in the temple,
while walking down the street, while working in the office, while attending school—even in dream one can chant
Hare Krsna. In this way, all the twenty-four hours of the day, one should be engaged in chanting the holy names.
This does not mean that one must give up other activities, but whatever he is doing he should do in full conscious-
ness of Krsna. It is not recommended that one go off to a solitary place and chant Hare Krsna; one should always
be engaged in activities for the satisfaction of Krsna, especially the preaching of His glories to others.

Thus the path of God realization is made easy and open to all. Anyone who is not attracted by the holy name
of the Lord and does not feel ecstasy immediately upon utterance of the holy name is surely suffering the result
of past sinful activities and is being punished by Yamaraja (the superintendent of sinful reactions). But even such
a person, if he sincerely takes to the chanting of the holy name with determination, will become quickly purified
and develop love of God.

Back to Godhead 15




trnddapi sunicena
taror api sahisnund
amanind madnadena
: Rirtaniyah sada harih
TRANSLATION

ne should chant the holy name of the Lord in a

| humble state of mind, thinking oneself lower than
W the straw in the street; one should be more tolerant
than a tree, devoid of all sense of false prestige and
should be ready to offer all respect to others. In such
a state of mind one can chant the holy name of the
Lord constantly.

PURPORT

It is only when we realize how truly insignificant and helpless we are that we can call upon the mercy of the
All-merciful with true sincerity. It is surely due to our ignorance and not any act of intelligence that we have
entered into the cycle of repeated birth, death, disease and old age, giving up the association of the Lord in
eternity, bliss and knowledge. Although we are aspiring to be lords, we are constantly being kicked by maya. The
living being is an atomic particle of the Absolute. He has the same qualities as the Absolute but in minute quan-
tity. It is said that if the living beings were all-pervading like the Lord, there would be no question of their being
overcome by maya. The Lord remains the supreme controller, but the living beings are eternally controlled.

In the Upanisads, the measurement of the spirit soul is given as one ten thousandth part the tip of a hair.
In this respect, we actually are lower than the straw in the street. When we understand this in reality and give up
the false notion of overlordship, then we can surrender ourselves to the Lord in true humility.

One who tries to approach the Lord but is puffed up by false prestige due to good birth, beauty, wealth and
education will surely fail to evoke the true mercy of the All-merciful. What is the value of our offerings? What is
our own value? Krsna can create anything at His sweet will to fulfill any desire that He might possess. Yet He says -
in Bhagavad-gita that if someone offers Him a leaf, a flower, fruit or even a glass of water, He accepts this offering
if it is made with love. Krspa wants our love, not our offerings. The most valuable offering made without love will
not be accepted, but the simplest offering made with real love and devotion will be accepted by Krspa.

Sanatana Gosvami was living in Vrndavana and keeping his Deity, Madanag-mohang, hanging in a tree. One day,
Madana-mohana spoke to Sanatana Gosvimi and said, “All you offer Me is these dry capatis, and there isn't even
any salt. How can | eat?”’ Sandtana said, “l am an old man and cannot move. Whatever | get | offer to You. So
kindly accept.” Madana-mohana had to accept those dry capatis because they were offered by His devotee with
love. We are dealing with Radha and Krsnpa, so we should not become puffed up. Krsna does not like His devotees
to be proud.

A true devotee sees everyone as part and parcel of Kysna and offers all respects to him as part of the Supreme.
If we love Krsna, automatically we love all of His parts and parcels. We cannot approach Krspa directly, but
through His devotees He can be approached. Therefore, Krsna says in the Adi Purdapa, “One who claims to be
My devotee is not My devotee. But one who claims to be the devotee of My devotee is actually My devotee.”
Therefore, the devotees of the Lord are to be treated with all due respect, and one should not desire to be
honored by others above the devotees of the Lord.

The Bhagavatam says, “‘One whao worships God but abstains on principle from waorshiping the devotees of God
is not a worshiper of God but an abject sinner.” Our Vaisnava predecessors offered respects to everyone. There-
fore, they were well liked by all.

A real devotee is busy finding his own defects so that he can correct them. Therefore he has no time to find
out the faults of others. A mahabhagavata, great devotee, sees everyone as being more devoted than himself. As it
is said, “The greatest thinks himself the lowest.” Nor is a mere outward show of humility the real quality of
humility that is needed for progress in devotional service. Unless one is always mindful of his own degraded
position, he becomes subject to the offense of thinking himself equal with the Lord and the true Vaisnavas. This
conceit will prevent us from approaching God. The devotee, therefore, always keeps himself in a humble state of
mind by constantly remembering the lotus feet of Sri Gurudeva (the spiritual master). This only can save us from
all danger and is the one thing needful.

In addition, one must be more tolerant than the tree. The tree must tolerate extremes of heat and cold, rain
and drought, and the offenses of so many living creatures. When ane takes to Krsna cansciousness, it is expected
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that he will receive abuse from many people and have to undergo many hardships in the execution of his devotional
service. Prahlada Maharaja was just a five-year-old boy, and simply because of his becoming a devotee of Krsna,
his father became his number one enemy and tried to kill him in so many ways. Prahlada simply tolerated all
attacks by remembering his Lord. Of course, Krsna always saved him and ultimately came as Lord Nrsimhadeva
to kill the demon father Hiranyakasipu.

Whenever a devotee is in difficulty he has to always take shelter of Krsna. The Lord takes special notice of a
devotee who undergoes all difficulties in His service. Srimati Kunti devi and her five sons, the Pandavas, were
placed in many difficulties by Duryodhana and his party. But, in feelingly offering her prayers to Krsna, she
said, ‘I wish that all those calamities might happen again and again so that we could also see You again and again,
for this means that we would no more see repeated birth and death.” Thus the devotee is always dependent upon
the mercy of the Lord.

When a devotee is in difficulty, he also thinks that it is due to his past sinful actions and that Krsna has kindly
minimized his suffering, otherwise he would deserve to suffer much more. For such a devotee, there is never a lapse
in his remembrance of Krsna. He is able to chant the holy name of the Lord constantly and remember the transcen-
dental form, pastimes, entourage, etc., of the Lord. Thus he becomes happy in this life and is assured of going back
to Godhead in the very near future, never again to return to this miserable world of repeated birth and death.

na dhanarh ha janarn na sundarir
kavitarm va jagadisa kamaye

mama janmani janmanisvare
bhavatadbhaktir ahaituRi tvayi

TRANSLATION

almighty Lord, | have no desire to accumulate
wealth, nor do | desire to enjoy beautiful women, nor
do | want any number of followers. | only want Your
causeless devotional service in my life birth after birth.

PURPORT

There are three kinds of happiness, namely (1) material happiness, (2) the happiness of liberation in the im-
personal Brahman, and (3) the happiness of devotional service. The pure devotee has no desire for material happi-
ness or the impersonal liberation because he is fully absorbed in the bliss of devotional service, which by far
surpasses all other forms of happiness.

The conditioned soul is always hankering after wealth, women and followers. The devotee realizes the tempo-
rary nature of such happiness and therefore does not desire it because he is fixed in the eternal bliss of devotion—
the pleasure of which is unimaginable to the materialist. Because he has experienced a higher taste, he no longer
desires the mixed pleasures of the material world.

The desire for merging in Brahman (the impersonal Absolute) is another form of material desire. When one is
frustrated in his attempts at sense gratification, he desires to become one with God. This is simply an extension
of the material concept because in the material world everyone is trying to become the Lord in one form or
another. This form of liberation is also temporary; due to its being an unconstitutional position of the spirit
soul devoid of all forms of variegatedness, there is every chance of falling back down again into material existence.
Because the seed of desire remains within the heart of the soul, the living being must again return to the material
world due to lack of realization of spiritual variegatedness, which is only knowable by devotional service. There-
fore, the devotee considers such liberation to be most insignificant. He will not accept it even if it is offered by
the Lord Himself. In fact, such liberation is considered to be worse than hell by the devotee because there is no
opportunity to remember Krsna and serve Him in such a state of existence.

There are four other types of liberation which are compatable with devotional service, namely (1) to have the
same bodily form as the Lord, (2) to live on the same planet as the Lord, (3) to have the same opulences as the
Lord, and (4) to live near the Lord. The pure devotee does not even aspire for these four kinds of liberation. He
simply desires to be able to serve the Lord birth after birth. He is already liberated although seemingly in the
material world. In his prayers to Lord Krsna, Lord Brahma says: ““A person who is already engaged in Your
service sees no meaning in so-called liberation and bondage, just as a person who knows that a rope is not a snake
is unafraid of it. A devotee knows that this material world belongs to You, and he therefore engages everything
in Your transcendental loving service, Thus there is no bondage for him.”

The devotee’s only desire is to be able to serve the Lord without any personal motivation. He is even prepared

to go to hell for the service of the Lord. That is real bhakti. [to be continued ]
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His Holiness
Satsvariipa dasa
Gosvami

in its entirety in the Krsna Book, Volume 1, by His Divine

Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. Srila
Prabhupada is kindly presenting to the western world the pastimes
of Lord Krsna, which can act as a merciful shower upon the
hearts of all of us. It is true that we have forgotten our eternal,
blissful and loving relationships as servants of Krspa or God. The
remedy to forgetfulness or ignorance of God is to hear about Him
from the lips of His pure devotee. This is the view of authorized
scriptures.

When Krgna descends from His eternal abode in the spiritual
world and appears to this mundane world, as He did 5,000 years
ago, He engages with others just as if He were an ordinary human
being. Although He is unborn, He appears to have a mother and
father. In the village of Vrndavana Krsna plays as a cowherd boy.
He enacts these pastimes for His own transcendental pleasure and
to attract all the suffering living entities back home, back to God-
head. Sudamd was among those devotees who were childhood
friends with Krsna, and Sudimi was also His intimate school
friend.

vhe wonderful history of Krsna and His friend Sudama is told
i
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sna left Vrndavana at sixteen,

and later He married and went to

live as King of Dvaraka. Mean-
while Sudama was living as a bralunana,
which means one who knows that the
real self is spirit and who dedicates his
life to being a spiritual guide for the
whole society.

One cannot p!‘upcrly be called a brah-
marpta simply because he is born the son
of a bralimana; rather, there are qualities
which one has to show before he can
rightly be considered a bralmapa. Such
qualities are peacefulness, austerity,
picty, knowledge and wisdom.

Sudama was also a houscholder, but
le was not busy in e\ccmnulating wealth
for very comfortable living. Whatever
income came to him without difficulry,
he accepted. He engaged his time in the
service of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead and chus showed himself to
be pcril‘ul in knn\\'!cdgu Externally
Sudami appeared very poor because he
had no rich actire and could not provide
rich clothing for his wife. In fact cthey
were not even eating .\tli-l_icivntl_\'. and
Lhcy were both very thin.

Often Sudami’s wife used to address
her husband, *My dear lord, | know that

Lord Krsna, the Supreme Lord of all
the universes, is your pcrsona] friend.
You are also a devotee of the Lord, and
He is always ready to help His devotee.
Moreover, Lord Krsna is always in fa-
vor of the bralimanas. Krsna is your

friend, and persons like you have no
other shelter but Krsna. You are saintly,
learned and in control of your senses.
Please, therefore, go to Him in Dvaraka.
| am sure that He will understand your
impoverished condition.

“Youare a married man, so for you to
be without money means to be in a dis-
tressed condition. As soon as Krsna sees
your impoverished condition He will
riches. Krsna is
known to give cven His own Self to one

give you sufficient
who is His pure devotee, so there would
be nothing wonderful in His giving you
some material riches. He will not hesi-
tate to award you some material benefit
for the bare necessities of life.”
Although the bralimana’s wife was
not speaking out of anxiety for her own
personal condition (she was, after all,
dedicated to her husband, and she treas-
ured his saintly values far above mate-
rial riches), she ess felt con-

nevercthe

cerned that her husband, who was so

pious, was living below the minimum
standards for proper physical mainte-
nance. As a good wife, she did not like
to dictate to her husband, yet on re-
peated occasions she would speak to
Sudama in this way, suggesting that he
go to the capital city, Dvaraka. to see
the Supreme Lord there.

Sudama, however, thought there to
be no need to ask material benefit from
Lord Krsna. But one time when she
made this request, Sudama thought, CIf
I do go there, 1 shall be able to see the
Lord personally. That will be a great op-
portunity, even if 1 don’t ask any mate-
rial benefit from Him.” So he told his
wife that he would go and that she
should at once prepare some foodstuff
that he could offer as a presentation to
his friend.

Sudama’s wife had nothing in the
house, but she went out and collected
some chipped rice, which is the lowest
grade of rice, from her neighbors. and
she tied it up in a handkerchief. Sudama
took the presentation and started at
once toward Dvaraka. As a devotee, he
was always thinking of Krsna, and now
he became absorbed in the thought that
he would soon be able to see the Lord.
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he Dvaraka palace where Krsna

lived was not accessible to anyone

and everyone, for it was a king’s
palace and was guarded all around.
Saintly persons, however, were allowed
to enter, and Sudama passed through
three military camps and many gates
until he finally entered the residential
quarters of Krgna.

At that time Lord Krsna was sitting
with His Queen Rukmini, but when He
saw His friend Sudama coming, the Lord
got up and went forward to receive him,
and He embraced him feelingly. This
behavior of Krsna toward His friend
shocked the women attendants of the
palace.
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“But we thought Lord Krsna only
embraced His Queen Rukmini and
His brother Balarama,” they said
among themselves. “Who is this poor
brahimana? He is not even clean, and
he is so skinny, vet Lord Krsna
has embraced him in His two arms,
and now He is washing the brahmana’s
feet.”

G P

Krsna, the source of all life, comes
to this mortal world to enact His pas-
times as a human being. He is actually
the supreme pure, yet He sprinkled the
water used to wash the bralimana’s feet
on His own head, as if for purification.
He welcomed the brahmapa in many
ways, giving him food and drink and

saying, “My dear friend, it is great for-
tune that you have come here.”

Seating Sudamia on His own cush-
ioned bed, Krsna said, “My dear friend,
you are most intelligent and know very
well the principles of religious life. I
know that after you finished your edu-
cation at the house of our spiritua] mas-
ter you went back to your home and
accepted a suitable wife. I know very
well that from the very beginning you
were never attached to the materialistic
way of life, nor did you desire to be
very opulent materially.”

Krsna then began to remember their
days together when they were both en-
trusted to the guidance of the same
spiritual master. They were school
friends living at the same house. Krsna
very highly praised those days and said,
“Whatever knowledge we have received
in our lives was accumulated in those
days.” So important is the instruction
received from a bona fide spiritual mas-
ter that Krsna, who is God Himself, and
thus everyone’s spiritual master, ex-
pressed great debt for what He learned
in His youth at the house of the guru.

Sudama was sitting face to face with
the Supreme Lord, who is also the self-
same Lord who is present in everyone’s
heart. He thrilled to hear Krsna describe
a particular adventure in which tchey
shared when they were students.

“My dear friend,” Krsna said, “I
think you may remember our activities
during the days when we were living as
students. You may remember that once
we went to collect fuel from the
forest on the order of the guru’s wife.
While we were collecting the dried
wood, we by chance entered the dense
forest and became lost. There was an
unexpected dust storm and then clouds
and lightning in the sky and the ex-
plosive sound of thunder. Then sun-
set came, and we were lost in the
dark jungle.

“After this, there was severe rain-
fall; the whole ground was overflooded
with water, and we could not trace out
the way to return to our guru’s house.
You may remember that heavy rain-
fall-it was not actually rainfall but a
sort of devastation. On account of the
dust storm and the heavy rain, we be-
gan to feel greatly pained, and in

whichever direction we turned we were



bewildered. In that distressed condition,
we took each other’s hand and tried to
find our way out.

“We passed the whole night in that
way, and early in the morning when our
absence became known to our guru, he
sent his other disciples to search us out.
He also came with them,and when they
reached usin the jungle they found usto
bevery distressed.

“With great compassion our guru said,
‘My dear boys, it is very wonderful that
you have suffered so much trouble for
me. Everyone likes to take care of his
body as the first consideration, but you
are so good and faithful to your spiritual
master that without caring for bodily
comfort you have taken so much trouble
for me. I am glad to see that bona fide
students like you will undergo any kind
of trouble for the spiritual master. That
is the way for a bona fide disciple to be-
come free from his debt to the spiritual
master. It is the duty of the disciple
to dedicate his life to the service of the
spiritual master.

“ ‘My dear blessed ones, [ am greatly
pleased by your action, and I bless you:
May all your desires and ambitions be
fulfilled. May the understanding of the
scriptures which you have learned from
me always continue to remain within
your memory so that at every moment
you can remember the teachings and
quote their instructions without diffi-
culty. Thus you will never be disap-
pointed in this life or in the next.””

Krsna continued, “My dear friend,
you may remember that many such in-
cidents occurred while we were in the
house of our spiritual master. Both of us
can realize that without the blessing of
the spiritual master one cannot be hap-
py. By the mercy of the spiritual master
and by his blessing one can achieve
peace and prosperity and be able to ful-
fill the mission of human life.”

Sudama well understood that Krsna
was the supreme controller of both the
material and spiritual worlds, and so he
appreciated that Krsna had played the
role of a student and now was acting as
King of Dviraka simply as part of His
pastimes, for His transcendental pleas-
ure. Even the pure devotee does not
know everything about the Supreme
Lord, but he definitely relishes hearing

about His transcendental pastimes—how
He creates, maintains and destroys the
material world, how in His form or in-
carnation He personally descends into
the material world and enacts pastimes,
and how He eternally engages in blissful
affairs with His devotees in the spiritual
planets far beyond this material universe.
The scientists have no information of
the spiritual sky beyond this material
universe, but the devotee, by perform-
ing devotional service, and hearing from
bona fide authority, very soon has
knowledge of Krsna, and the spiritual
kingdom is revealed to him from within
his heart.

Lord Krsna talked a long time with
His friend Sudami. Then, just to enjoy
His friend’s company, He began to smile
and asked, “My dear friend, what have
you brought for Me? Has your wife giv-
en you some nice eatables?”

Sudima hesitated out of shyness to
bring forth the chipped rice. The Lord
assured him that He was in need of
nothing, but that He would gladly ac-
cept any offering given in love.

“How can I offer such an insignificant
thing?” thought Sudima. But the Lord
knew his heart. He knew very well, since
He is situated in everyone’s heart, that
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the brahmana had come to see Him on
the instigation of his wife to get some
material opulence. Moreover, He knew
fully well that Sudama’s love for
Him was not tainted by any desire for
material benefit. Krsna then decided He
would very lavishly award Sudama.

“What is this?” Lord Krsna snatched
the bundle of chipped rice, which was
tucked in a corner of Sudama’s shoulder
pack. “Oh My dear friend,” Krsna went
on enthusiastically, “you’ve brought Me
such nice palatable chipped rice. It will
please not only Me but the whole crea-
tion.” It is understood from this state-
ment that Krsna, being the original
source of everything, is the root of the
entire creation. As watering the root of
a tree immediately distributes water to
every part of the tree, so an offering
made to Krsna or any action done for
Krsna is to be considered the highest
welfare work for everyone. The benefit
of such an offering is distributed
throughout the creation.

While speaking in this way, Lord
Krsna ate a morsel of the rice, but when
He attempted to eat a second morsel,
Rukmipi, the goddess of fortune,

checked the Lord by taking hold of His

hand.
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y dear Lord,” she said, “by
Your taking this one piece of
rice Sudama will become
wealthy not onfy in this life but in the
next.You are so kind that this one mor-
sel of rice is enough to cause him who
offered it to become very opulent in this
life and continue as such in the next.”
Rukmini, the goddess of fortune, was
already personally obliged to stay as a
guest in the bralimana’s house in order
to benedict him with great fortune.

Sudami did not appear to have re-
ceived anything from Krsna, nor did he
ask anything; the whole time he was
merged in an ocean of transcendental
bliss. After taking rest that night in the
palace, the next morning he started for
his home. He was completely absorbed
in remembering the dealings with the
Lord, and he was happy to have seen
Him,

On the way home he was filled wich
ecstatic reminiscences: “Krsna so re-
spects the bralimayas that He embraced
to his chest a poor bralimapa like me.
How can there be any comparison be-
tween me and the Supreme Lord Krsna,
who is the only shelter of the goddess of
fortune? He allowed me to sit on His
bedstead, and when I was tired, Rukmint
began to fan me. She never o
considered her exalted posi-
tion. | was rendered service
by the Supreme Personality
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of Godhead because of His high regard
for the brahmarnas, and by massaging my
legs and feeding me with His own hand,
He practically worshiped me! Yet the
Lord was so kind to me that He did not
give me even a penny, knowing very well
that 1 am a poverty-stricken man who,
if 1 got some money, might become
puffed up and mad after material opu-
lence and so forget Him.”

Thinking in this way, Sudama reached
his home. But when he looked for his
cottage he saw in its place a huge, gor-
geous palace made of valuable stones
and jewels and glittering like the sun.

“What is this?” he thought. “How
am | seeing these changes? Does this
palace belong to me or to someone else?
Surely this is where I used to live—it is
the same place—but how wonderfully
it has changed!” Then one dazzling opu-
lence and beauty after another was re-
vealed to Sudamia Brihmana. His old
neighborhood had become transformed
into an area of parks with nice lakes
full of lotus flowers and lilies and flocks
of multicolored birds. Beautiful men
and women were strolling in the parks,
and musical chanters who looked like
demigods came forward to greet him.
On hearing of her husband’s arrival, the
wife of the brahmana ran out of the
palace to greet him, She appeared so
beautiful that it seemed as if the god-
dess of fortune herself had come to
meet him. The brahmapa was surprised
to see his wife so beautiful and so great-
ly affectionate, and without saying a
word he entered the palace with her.
His inner chambers were like the resi-
dence of the king of heaven. The palace
was surrounded by many columns of
jewels, rich canopies of velvet and silk
hung in various places, and everything
was opulent.

He could not determine what had
caused the change, but then he began to
consider: “I have always been poor—
what could be the cause of this? It could
only have come from the all-merciful
glance of my friend, Lord Krsna. Surely
these things are the causeless mercy of
my friend Krsna.” Sudama could un-
derstand that the Lord considered such
an insignificant offering as a handful of
chipped rice, offered in affection by His
devotee, a great thing and that He had

given him riches more wonderful than
any seen on earth, or even possessed
by the demigods in the heavenly planets.

Sudimi then offered his prayers to
Krsna, praying that he did not want any
opulence. He prayed that all he wanted
was that he might not forget to offer
eternal service to Krsna. Whatever opu-
lence he received from the Lord should
not be used for his own extravagance
but for the service of the Lord, and so
he accepted everything that happened
as prasadam (God’s mercy).

Anything which we receive from the
Lord—any facility, wealth, fame, pow-
er or education—should thus be used
for His service and not for our sense en-
joyment. In that way, Sudama remained
in opulent surroundings without detri-
ment to his spiritual life, and his affec-
tion for Krsna increased day after day.
He was made more aware of his friend at
every moment and of the Lord’s mercy.

One may ask, “But how did the
brahmana’s wealthy surroundings make
him more conscious of Krsna? Why did
Krsna award him with material things?”

The answer is found clearly in the
Krsna Book narrative: “The brahmana
accepted his newly acquired opulence,
but he did so in a spirit of renunciation,
unattached to sense gratification, and
thus he lived very peacefully with his
wife, enjoying all the facilities of opu-
lence as prasadam (God's mercy). He
enjoyed varieties of foodstuffs by offer-
ing it to the Lord and then taking it as
prasadam. Similarly, if by the grace of
the Lord we get such opulences as mate-
rial wealth, fame, power, education and
beauty, it is our duty to consider that
they are all gifts of the Lord and must
be used for His service, not for our sense
enjoyment. The learned brahmana re-
mained in that position, and instead of
deteriorating due to his great opulence,
his love and affection for Lord Krsna
increased day after day.

Material opulence can be the cause of
degradation and also the cause of eleva-
tion, according to the purposes for
which it is used. If opulence is used for
sense gratification it is the cause of de-
gradation,and if it is used for the service
of the Lord it is the cause of elevation.

If money or wealth can be used in
Krsna’s service, if it can be used to in-

crease remembrance and revive love of
Krsna, then it must be used. We cannot
mistake Sudimid’s mortive. Even at the
point of receiving riches he thought, “I
do not want any opulence. I only desire
not to forget His service. I simply wish
to associate with His pure devotees.”
Sudim3 was just as happy when he was
very poor because he always engaged in
the devotional service of the Lord.

Similarly, in the modern age, the
great  gosvami followers of Lord
Caitanya, Ripa and Sanatana, were very
highly placed wealthy government offi-
cials, but they gave up everything in or-
der to follow Lord Caitanya’s Hare Krsna
movement, and they lived as mendicants
without even a dwelling place. Yet they
became richer and richer thinking of
Ridha and Krsna and Krsna’s pure
devotees, and they never lamented over
having given up their wealth.

Rich or poor, the criterion for eternal
happiness is to remember Krsna in any
condition. The point is made, however,
that if one does give something to
Krsna, no matter how little it be, he will
not be the loser! What the devotee actu-
ally offers to the Lord is not needed by
the Lord, for He is self-sufficient. But if
the devotee offers something to the
Lord, it acts for his own interest because
whatever a devotee offers to the Lord
comes back in a quantity a million times
greater than what was offered. Sudima
gave a few grains of chipped rice, and in
return he received heavenly opulence.
As a pure devotee, Sudama was expert
in accepting the wealth and using it as
more facility for serving Krsna.

It is related that by his constant asso-
ciation with the Lord, Sudama had
wiped away from his heart whatever
contamination was remaining, and he
was very shortly transferred to the
eternal spiritual kingdom, which is the
goal of all saintly persons in the per-
fectional stage of life. It is stated in the
Krsna Book that whoever hears this his-
tory will become qualified like Sudama
and will be transferred to the spiritual
kingdom of Lord Krsna.
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by HIS HOLINESS REVATINANDANA SVAMI

Problems of the
Present Age

It is not surprising that a significant
number of young people, and some of
their elders as well, have taken an
interest in spiritual life in recent years.
Having heard from many sources—from
the Bible to the various spiritual texts
and teachers of the East—that there is
a spiritual existence, beyond the tem-
porary and changing material face of
the world, which can be experienced
by men who seek after it, they are
looking into the possibility, often very
seriously, as an alternative to the
troubled future they see before them
in the present world situation. If there
is such an unchanging spiritual reality,
they would like to experience it, for
the promise that is held forth in most
of these teachings is one of unending,
eternal existence, full of knowledge
and transcendental bliss.

Unfortunately, these spiritually in-
quisitive persons who can see the be-
wildering problems facing the gross
materialists are faced with an equally
bewildering array of religious and
spiritual teachings, masters and move-
ments when they turn toward spiritual
life. There are many men and move-
ments claiming to know and present
the easiest and most direct path to the
Supreme, all proposing their various
promises, teachings, methods and goals.
Some are institutionalized, some claim
the authority of scriptures like the
Bible or the Vedas of India, and some
claim divine knowledge simply by
direct revelation and promise similar
experiences. Some men even claim to
be God Himself or accept such asser-
tions of their followers. There have
been literally hundreds of such sects,
men and movements in this century
alone, and at present there is such a
confusing variety that sometimes in-
telligent seekers eventually throw up
their hands in disgust and bewilder-
ment, concluding that spiritual life is
all a hoax and turning back either to

establishment material life or hippy
life.

One cannot condemn them very
harshly, but at the same time one
should look carefully into the matter
of discriminating between truth and
falsehood in these many movements
and teachings. If there is an Absolute
Truth, an eternal, noumenal Reality
beyond the superficial face of the
phenomenal world, it must be one and
not many. Therefore, we can know
that because these different sects and
teachings differ in so many ways on
spiritual issues, not all of them are
actually presenting the whole truth
about spiritual life, and many of them
must be false manifestations of ignor-
ance or even deception. It is therefore
the first business of one who isinterest-
ed to advance in spiritual life to try and
find out which, if any, of these sects
are actually offering bona fide knowl-
edge of spiritual life; then he will not
waste his valuable term of human
life in futile, misdirected endeavor.

Accepting Authority

Whenever we wish to know some-
thing in fact, we always accept some
kind of authority, and so a person
wishing to discriminate between con-
flicting views on spiritual life and find
out the real truth in the matter must
first decide what authority he will go
on. Generally we rely on our own
sense perception and intelligence for
acquiring knowledge, and when this is
insufficient we turn to parents, teach-
ers, scientists, etc., accepting them as
authorities. They have learned what
they profess to know by their experi-
ence and intelligence, or they have in
turn learned from some previous au-
thority, but ultimately the method for
gaining knowledge of the world which
is accepted in this age is sense percep-
tion and conclusions based thereon.
We make our senses—or someone else’s
(like a scientist’s)—the authority, and
on the basis of this authority we live

our temporary and often anxious lives.

The difficulty here is that every em-
bodied being in material consciousness
manifests four principal defects due to
his imperfect body: (1) he has im-
perfect senses which function only
within a limited range and which some-
times fail or deceive him, (2) he is sub-
ject to mistakes and errors in drawing
his conclusions and making plans, (3)
he sometimes becomes illusioned,
developing completely false concep-
tions of life because of acceptance of
mistaken sense perceptions and erro-
neous conclusions, and (4) he has a
tendency to cheat, taking advantages
and shortcuts at the expense of others
in order to artificially enhance his posi-
tion, whether in business, games,
philosophy, spiritual mastership or
whatever. It is doubtful whether we
will find anyone living in this material
world who will honestly and sanely
claim that he is not subject to these
four defects, and clearly such defects
disqualify anyone from independently
acquiring perfect knowledge even of
this world.

Our scientists are very proud of their
big brains and complex instruments,
but the instruments can be no better
than their fallible builders. Because of
these imperfections, the conclusions
the scientists draw are no more than
speculative fancies (“it may be like this,
it may be like that’) which they call
“laws.”” That their speculations some-
times correspond to material reality
is a fact, but from time to time they
discover errors and have to revise their
laws, just as Newton’s laws had to be
revised in the face of Einstein’s theor-
ies. Meanwhile, the real problems of
life, like old age, disease, and death,
remain unsolved, along with great
world problems like overpopulation,
exploitation and disasters due to
weather, war, etc.

If even the biggest brains of this age
are unable to gain perfect knowledge
even of this world by sense perceptions
and speculation, how do we think that
anyone, by his imperfect endeavor, will
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gain knowledge of the Supreme—the
spiritual, perfect Reality which is tran-
scendental and thus beyond the far-
thest range of material sense percep-
tion? To be our own guide in spiritual
life, or to accept another person, how-
ever clever, as a guide, if he is on the
sensual-mental platform, will not help
us to attain knowledge of that Truth
which is beyond the range of the
material senses to see or know.

One may then say, “That is all
right. I won’t rely on my mind or
senses or anyone else’s. [ will sit down
and meditate and rise beyond the
limitations of my mind to perceive the
Supreme.” That may be a solution,
but first we have to consider the
meaning of meditation. Meditation
simply means to fix the mind steadily
on some object—to attain one-pointed
concentration. Therefore, to meditate
on the Supreme, two things are re-
quired—we must know the nature of
the Supreme in order to know where
to concentrate our attention, and we
must be able to fix our mind steadily
and constantly on that objective.

If the mind is too unsteady and dis-
tracted, we cannot even successfully
apply it to our material problems. What
then to speak of attaining the supreme
perfection with it? We may be able to
nicely cross our legs and sit with semi-
closed eyes and straight back for some
time, and by so doing we may be able
to acquire some respect and status in
certain social circles—perhaps even
some followers if we make a good
show of it—but we should honestly
look to see whether we can factually
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control our restless minds, detaching
them from temporary material affairs
and fixing them on the Supreme.

And do we really know what that
Supreme upon which we propose to
meditate is? We may have heard that
the Supreme is this or that—peace,
light, void, or whatever—and we may
have our own opinion. But this reliance
on sense perceptions, opinions, hearsay,
etc., is a risky, fallible business, espe-
cially for knowing the Supreme In-
fallible. If we are serious to advance in
spiritual life, we should look for more
solid authority than our whimsy and
the conflicting views of men of this
age. We should not think that the
sublime perfection of God conscious-
ness will come so cheaply that we can
more or less haphazardly stumble upon
if:

Dubious Claims

We have seen that the ascending
process—which is what we can call this
method for acquiring knowledge by
building upward from our present
position and trying to draw conclusions
from our sense perceptions, psycho-
logical dispositions, etc.—is a very un-
likely way to attain self-realization.
There is, however, another process for
attaining knowledge of spiritual life,
which we may call the descending
process. It may be very difficult to
reach the Supreme by our limited tools
and means, and certainly there are
many examples of big yogis and phi-
losophers who have failed to do this
in the past, but if the Supreme reveals
Himself to us by descending in some
form or representation, then where is
the difficulty? If the Supreme, from
His transcendental position of perfect
knowledge, reveals Himself and the
path by which He can be attained, then
what would have been almost im-
possible to achieve—that is, transcen-
dental knowledge—becomes readily
available, having descended from the
Supreme Transcendence.

The question then arises, “‘Is such a
revelation available?” Certainly, in this
age, there are many men who claim to
have seen or be seeing God by some
kind of divine revelation or yogic per-
fection, but are they full of bliss and

satisfaction? If one is an associate of
the Supreme Being, he should display
complete satisfaction without material
attachment; but these men who claim
to see God and know God still display
attachment and love for many mun-
dane objects, and they continue to
work hard for their material facilities
just like anyone else. So we may think,
“If this is God consciousness, what
good is it?”

The same goes for the many so-
called incarnations of God. In major
cities around the world, it is a fact that
at least three or four times a year
another man comes to town who claims
to be God—or, more exactly, his
followers claim it, and he accepts: *“Yes,
they have guessed it.” If we are
skeptical, we may see that he himselfis
not always displaying satisfaction (here
we have to be careful-he may be a
good actor), nor does he fill us
with unlimited bliss and knowledge,
nor can he display the unlimited
power, beauty, and opulence of the
Supreme Being. If we are serious
about solving the problems of life by
actually attaining the spiritual platform
of existence, we then go away think-
ing, “That was all very interesting, but
what tangible benefit have I gained?”

The so-called prophets, masters and
incarnations do us little good. But
there is another source of revelation
of the Supreme which we can consider.
It is not so flashy or romantic, but is
at the same time much more profound
and substantial. This source of de-
scended knowledge is the Vedas.

The Position of
the Vedas

The Vedic scriptures, found today
primarily in India, are a group of re-
lated Sanskrit literatures which deal
fully with all aspects of knowledge,
both material and spiritual, and which,
according to the Vedas themselves, are
revealed knowledge coming directly
from the Supreme Being. They were
compiled in written form about 5,000
years ago for the benefit of inquisi-
tive people in this disturbed age of
shortened memory. They were pre-
viously handed down by word of
mouth, and according to internal refer-



ences within the texts themselves,
they date back much further than
this, even to the very origin of the
universe.

In an age of scanty knowledge and
short scope of recorded history, these
may seem like amazing claims, but if
one looks into the knowledge itself
(“Veda” literally means knowledge),
he will find that it is truly vast and
impressive in terms of scope, detail
and consistency, being without gaps,
flaws and internal contradictions. In
many instances, points of Vedic wis-
dom can be verified by scientific ex-
perimentation, and some Indian sci-
entists in this century (notably Jagadish
Chandra Bose) have become notable
successes simply by devising experi-
ments to confirm already known Vedic
facts. This scientific verifiability is
found even in the spiritual portions of
the Vedas, which can be directly con-
firmed through experience by the
proper practice of yoga.

It is true that there are other scrip-
tures and spiritual texts found in
different parts of the world which may
also be valid, but the qualities which
set the Vedas apart from all other
scriptures are their wonderful breadth
and depth of knowledge and their
logical philosophical construction. Be-
cause of these unique qualities, they
are satisfying and enlightening not
only to the faithful reader but also to
the philosophically inclined and the
aspiring transcendentalists; and, for-
tunately, they are still available in the
original Sanskrit texts, to be studied
as they are or directly translated from
the original form.

For those who have concluded that
material life is undesirable even at its
best because it ends always in old age,
disease and death, the most important
portions of the Vedas are those which
deal with the nature and practice of
spiritual life, and which thus offer the
promise of deliverance of the eternal
spirit from the mire of material ne-
science. Of these sections, the most
important in the present age is the
Bhagavad-gita, or Song of God, which
is accepted by all great authorities on
the Vedic scriptures as being the con-
densed essence of all the Vedas and
the portion dealing most directly and

completely with the nature and prac-
tice of spiritual life.

The speaker of Bhagavad-gitd is
Lord Sri Krsna, who is accepted
throughout the Vedas as the eternal,
original Supreme Personality of God-
head and who is therefore the ultimate
authority. This is therefore eternal
knowledge, and it was most recently
spoken about 5,000 years ago when
the Lord manifested Himself as an
avatdra (incarnation) on this planet
for the benefit of the materially con-
ditioned souls of this bewildering age.
From it one can get an unsurpassed un-
derstanding of all essential points of
knowledge, both material and spiritual,
which are useful for awakening one’s
transcendental consciousness. Since we
are seeking authoritative knowledge,
we can now begin to examine these
Vedas, and particularly Bhagavad-gita,
as a potential source of divine revela-
tion which comes down by a descend-
ing process, from supreme authority,
and which is therefore free from dis-
qualifying mundane imperfections.

Disciplic Succession
from Krsna

Since the Vedas are potential sources
of perfect knowledge which can show
us the path of deliverance from all the
troubles of temporary material life, we
will not want to spoil their message by
submitting them to the interpretation
of our defective conditioned minds.
Such a speculative approach would in-
sure misunderstanding of the message
and consequent loss of spiritual benefit.
However, if one goes into a big book-
store anywhere in the West, he will
often find twenty or more translations
and commentaries on Bhagavad-gita
written by scholars, yogis, poets, pro-
claimed incarnations, etc. If he then
reads in a few of these, he will simply
become bewildered because they all
proclaim different meanings. Each
commentator contradicts the others
and often himself as well, and how can
one know who if any among these
authors has access to the real meaning
of Bhagavad-gita?

The real meaning of the Gitaq is the
one intended by Lord Krsna when He
spoke it, and therefore only one who

can actually represent Krsna can
authoritatively explain this book of
transcendental knowledge. Now, we
cannot hear the Gitd and understand it
directly from the lips of the Lord as
Arjuna did on the Battlefield of
Kuruksetra, but we may be able to
hearit as it is from a bona fide spiritual
master coming down in a line of
disciplic succession from Lord Krsna.
One should hear the message of the
Lord from a perfect master who has
become perfect by understanding and
following the instructions of his spiri-
tual master; if one goes back in this
way, master by master, the original
master is Lord Krsna Himself.

If we have a mango tree, the most
luscious mangos will be found at the
very top, and if we want to distribute
these most perfect mangos to others,
we have to find some way to get the
delicate fruits down from the top of
the tree without damaging them. If we
put them in a bag they will be bruised,
and if we drop them they will smash,
so the best method is that several men
should climb the tree, one above the
next, and then gently pass the mangos
down hand-to-hand to the ground.

The disciplic succession is like that:
the perfect fruit is the association of
Krsna, the Supreme, and if one attains
perfection by the grace of perfect in-
struction, he will be very anxious to
pass on the instructions as they are,
without unnecessary tampering, to his
followers, so that they can also taste
association with the Supreme. This is
the descending process—receiving
knowledge of spiritual life coming
down from the source of all knowledge.
If one can get access to a bona fide
spiritual master in a line coming down
from the Supreme Lord, he can under-
stand the real meaning of Bhagavad-
gitd and all the Vedas without flaw.

The Brahman Platform

Of course, someone could claim
such authority of disciplic succession
falsely, or he could be an imperfect
disciple, and so there must be more
tests for recognizing a bona fide spiri-
tual master beyond this important
matter of credentials. If a physics pro-

(continued on page 30)
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he swan is a beautiful creature, gliding grac

with poised and delicate motions across the clear

waters of a lotus-filled pond. As if to enhance the
swan’s beauty, nature has given her a wonderful ability,
for from a mixture of milk and water, the swan can skill-
fully drink only the milk, without taking any water.
Similarly, the most elevated transcendentalists are called
paramuharhsas, or swanlike men, because of their ability
to imbibe only the most sweet and essential nectar of
spiritual knowledge from the midst of the water of the
material world. Now, for swanlike men, there is an un-
limited reservoir of spiritual pleasure in the Vedic trans-
lations, commentaries and summary studies of His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.
Clear, fresh and nectarean, these books of spiritual
knowledge contain the true essence of life for which all
swanlike men are searching.



Bhagavad-gita As It Is
Complete Edition

A masterpiece of scriptural literature,
Bhagavad-gita is a sacred “song” in the form
of a battlefield dialogue between Lord SiT Krsna
and Arjuna, His friend and disciple. Krsna, act-
ing as Arjuna’s adviser, instructs him in the
science of self-realization, teaching him how to
live as a devotee of the Lord and to thus reach
the eternal spiritual world while continuing to
perform his earthly duties. Bhagavad-gita As It
Is is the most complete and authoritative trans-
mission of this timeless scripture in print and
the only one that does not obscure the true
spirit of Krsna's teachings.

1,000 pages, 44 full color illustrations
softbound $4.95 hardcover $10.95

Srimad—Bhﬁgavatam

The spiritual importance of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam is described in the great literature
itself: “This Srimad-Bhagavatam is the literary
incarnation of God, and it is compiled by the
great sage Vyasadeva, the incarnation of God.
It is meant for the ultimate good of all people,
and it is all-successful, all-blissful and all-
perfect.” As God is all light, all bliss and all
perfection, so also is Srimad-Bhagavatam. One
can derive from the study of the Bhagavatam
all the benefits that are possible to be derived
from the personal presence of the Lord. It
carries with it all the transcendental blessings of
Lord Sri Krsna that we can expect from His
personal contact.

First Canto Second Canto

Vol. 1, $6.00 Vol. 1, §6.00
Vol. 11, $6.00 Vol. I1, $6.00
Vol. 111, $6.00

KRSNA

the Supreme Personality of Godhead

Here, in two magnificent volumes, His Divine
Grace presents the eternal, blissful pastimes of
the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna as they are revealed
in the Tenth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, the

ripened fruit of all Vedic literatures. The KRSNA
BOOKS, 750 pages of transcendental stories,
richly illustrated with 82 full-color reproduc-
tions.

Vol. I, 400 pp., 58 illus., $6.95

Vol. I1, 370 pp., 44 illus., $6.95

Set of both volumes, $12.95

The KRSNA BOOKS are now available in a
wonderful paperback trilogy set. These pocket-
size books include all of the original text and the
most exquisite of the color illustrations. Pocket-
size bliss! A beautiful slip case is also included
free with the complete set of books.

Per Vol. $.95 Per Set $2.89

The Nectar of Devotion

How to experience pure spiritual emotions
and relationships in direct conjunction with the
Supreme is the subject matter of the most inti-
mate and personal textbook in the world, The
Nectar of Devotion, by His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

404 pp., hardcover $6,95, paperback $3.95

Teachings of Lord Caitanya

Lord Caitanya’s most confidential teachings
have been compiled and translated by His most
dedicated follower, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupida. This is the text for
advanced students of the science of love of God.
292 pp., 11 illus.,hardcover $5.95, paperback $3.95

Sri ISopanisad

All the major scriptures of the world indicate
that Godhead, or the Absolyte Truth, is not im-
personal,; but is a person. S [Sopanisad, in its
eighteen rmantras, describes the form and nature
of the Absolute Truth.
137 pp., paperback $1.95 hardcover $3.00

Easy Journey to Other Planets

This book is an authentic discussion on the
techniques and practice of the yoga system by
which one can leave this body for travel to anti-
material planets where life is blissful, eternal and
full of knowledge. $.95

Krsna Consciousness:
The Topmost Yoga System

This book presents the most authorized pro-
cess of yoga practice in God realization, without
any deviation from the original Vedic scriptural
literature. In this present volume, the author
forcefully exposes the speculative systems which
depart from love of God as the ultimate goal of

yoga. 58 pp., paperback $.95

The Perfection of Yoga
Beyond Birth and Death

On the Way to Krsna

These three books give a general introduction
to the transcendental science of bhakti-yoga and
how it can be practiced in the modern world.
Srila Prabhupiida explains in a clear and simple
manner how anyone can perfect his life and attain
spiritual realization in this lifetime.

£.95 per Vol.

Govinda Album

Entrance into the realm of Krsna consciousness
is gained through hearing transcendental sound
vibrations from the pure devotee. This album by
His Divine Grace features beautiful chants and
prayers with the added benefit of a lecture on
the nature of the absolute world. $5.00

Vande "Ham Album

An authoritative recording of His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada singing
the Hare Krsna mantra and other transcendental

chants. $4.00

Radha-Krsna Temple Album

This is a first recording of pure devotional
songs in the ancient spiritual language Sanskrit.
These eternal sounds of love release the receptive
hearer from all contemporary barriers of time and
space and reveal to him the realm of Kisna
consciousness. Apple Records, $4.95
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fessor has a degree in physics, that is
good, but we must be sure that he
actually knows physics and can teach
it before we enroll in his course. The
Vedas instruct that the spiritual mas-
ter must also be situated in “Brahman,”
or perfect spiritual realization, and in
Bhagavad-gita many symptoms of true
self-realization are listed.

These symptoms fall into two cate-
gories, the first being complete detach-
ment from all material affairs of sense
enjoyment. One who is satisfied by
spiritual realization should not exhibit
desire for material enjoyments of a
transitory nature, like women, wealth,
followers, intoxication, etc. If some-
one claims to be a spiritual master
but also exhibits attachment for such
material benefits, we can understand
that he is a deceiver. Because of his full
spiritual realization on the absolute
platform, a true spiritual master should
be detached even from the basic com-
forts and discomforts stemming from
the dualities experienced in this mate-
rial world, such as heat and cold, pain
and pleasure, happiness and distress,
etc. These are all affairs of the tempo-
rary world, and one who is beyond this
mundane platform should go on with
his transcendental activity of deliver-
ing the materially absorbed fallen souls;
he should be undisturbed by super-
ficial conditions.

This brings us to the second charac-
teristic of one who is situated in
Brahman, or the Absolute Truth,
which is that he exhibits spiritual
activity at all times. The characteris-
tics of material activity are easy to
recognize. A materialistic person al-
ways tries to make the world conform
to his plans for self-centered enjoy-
ment of the gross body and subtle
mind. Therefore he always busily
engages in varieties of fruitive
activities aimed at avoiding ma-
terial pains and enjoying mundane
pleasures. Sometimes we see that such
persons extend their conception of
self-interest to the interest of family,
country, humanity, etc., seeing them-
selves at the center of such group-
ings and thinking, ““If my wife, fam-
ily, country, etc., are happy, [ will
be happy automatically.,” Unfortu-
nately, the fruits of such ego-centered
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activities (be they very selfish or ex-
tended) are always limited and tempo-
rary, and no one, including the per-
former, is satisfied by them. The
symptoms of one who is acting as a
spirit, on the Brahman platform, are
different from this, and according to
Bhagavad-gita, a mahatma, or pure
spirit, can be recognized by the fact
that all his activities are not only re-
nounced but also Krsna or God cen-
tered rather than basically self-
centered. Krsna explains in the Gita
that He is the Absolute Truth and the
source of everything, including eternal
happiness, and that the living entities,
such as ourselves, are His eternally
fragmental parts and parcels. As ex-
panded parts and parcels of the Su-
preme Person, our eternal occupation
is to render service to the Whole, to
Krsna, for by thus being linked with
the Supreme, we can enjoy perfect
happiness on the Brahman platform.
Krsna confirms that those who have
awakened their Krsna consciousness in
this way have no more material attach-
ment or duty and that in fact they can
quit the temporary body at will to
join the Lord in the spiritual kingdom.
The characteristic of such pure devo-
tees of the Lord is, however, that they
never go anywhere for their own enjoy-
ment, even to the eternal spiritual
kingdom: rather, they remain wher-
ever the Lord has situated them, ac-
cepting their position as His mercy and
fully engaging themselves in His service
in a factually liberated state. So long
as the Lord situates them in the mate-
rial world, they remain there executing
blissful activities meant to attract
others out of material illusion and
back home, back to Godhead. These
are the bona fide spiritual masters—
detached, liberated, yet always en-
gaged with their bodies, minds and
words in the service of the Lord. This
fact is confirmed in Bhagavad-gita when
the Lord says: “Those who are not de-
luded, the great souls (mahatmas), are
under the protection of the divine
nature. They are fully engaged in devo-
tional service because they know Me
as the Supreme Personality of God-
head, original and inexhaustible. They
are always engaged in chanting My
glories. Endeavoring with great deter-

mination, offering homage unto Me,
they worship Me with devotion.”
(Bg. 9.13-14)

And later He says: “For anyone who
explains this supreme secret (devo-
tional service) to My devotees, devo-
tional service is guaranteed, and at the
end he will come back to Me. There is
no servant in this world more dear to
Me than he, nor will there ever be one
more dear.”” (Bg. 18.68-69)

So if we can find a person who is
constantly engaged in the devotional
service of the Lord, always chanting
and speaking about Him with great
devotion, and at the same time dis-
playing no symptoms of mundane
desire and attachment, we can con-
clude that he is situated in Brahman.
He will be a fit guide to explain to us
the meaning of the Vedas and lead us
into spiritual life.

Divine Instructions

Of course, it may not be immediate-
ly possible to meet a person who
promises to be a bona fide spiritual
master, and it may be even more diffi-
cult to carefully examine his behavior
over some time to ascertain whether
he consistently manifests all these
symptoms of spiritual perfection. For-
tunately, there is a third way to judge
the qualification of a potential
spiritual teacher, and that is simply to
examine his teachings to see whether
they are sensible, all-encompassing and
practical. The Vedas say that the
Absolute Truth is the source of every-
thing, including knowledge, and that
He is perfect and complete. Nothing is
beyond the Supreme Truth, or God,
and therefore one who claims to know
the Supreme should be able to present
his philosophy so nicely that every-
thing is completely explained and
nothing occurs that is outside his scope
of knowledge. What is this material
world? What is the spiritual nature?
What are the living beings? What is the
nature of the Supreme Being? What is
time and its effect? What is activity,
and what are the results of action?
These are questions that a bona fide
spiritual master should be able to an-
swer with a perfect and complete ex-



planation which neither contradicts it-
self nor leaves any question unan-
swered.

In these days there are many men
who claim to be spiritual masters or
even God Himself. What do they teach?
Most of them have no coherent teach-
ings at all. They simply present a very
impressive bearing and an appearance
of spirituality, or they promise some
direct experience of light, sound or
sensation from “beyond.” How can
one know that they are not simply
actors, clever talkers, hypnotists, or
fallen yogis who have no real knowl-
edge of the Supreme but are misusing
a little yogic power to dazzle us?* We
can simply examine their teachings,
and if they have none, or their teach-
ings are limited and self-contradictory,
we should not put our invaluable
spiritual lives in their hands.

Thisis an age of actors and cheaters,
and clearly so in the field of spiritual
life also. In this age of the professional
guru, we should be careful to whom we
surrender. As far as we can judge, the
real spiritual master should be in a
line of pure masters coming down from
the Lord Himself, and he should be
situated in Brahman. Beyond these
two points, in which we could be mis-
taken, he should be able to answer all
questions relating to the nature of
reality and spiritual life, for one who
is actually in knowledge of the Abso-
lute Truth knows everything by the
grace of the Absolute. Since we re-
quire an authority, someone who can
explain the Vedic message to us with-
out any trace of fallible mental specu-
lation, we should accept only one who
appears to be actually on the divine
platform of pure God consciousness—
consciousness of Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. If we do find
a person who appears in every way to
be a bona fide spiritual master, we
should learn from him the practical
techniques of yoga, or linking up with
the Supreme, as they are recommended
in the Vedas for this day and age. We
should then practice these techniques

very diligently and see if we do not
develop the symptoms of spiritual
advancement. The primary symptom
of spiritual advancement is the cessa-
tion of self-centered fruitive activities,
which are heavily binding to the
material nature and which cause
the sure repetition of birth and death
in this material world.

Of all such material activities, the
most detrimental are the eating of
animal food obtained through slaugh-
ter, the taking of intoxicants of any
kind, engagement in illicit sex life, and
gambling and idle sporting. One who is

engaged in any or all of these grossly
sensual activities, which are against
all Vedic regulations even for mate-
rialists, should understand that he is
negating any attempt he may make at
spiritual realization, just as one who is
attempting to ignite a fire negates his
attempt if he pours on water at the
same fime.

If 1 want to realize that I am an
eternal spirit and not the material body
but at the same time I always engage

in enjoying this body’s senses through
sex—and in that way affirm by a
strongly conditioning activity that I
am this body—then I am defeating my
own purpose. A transcendentalist who
engages in these four sinful practices
is acting like an elephant who takes
bath in a river, carefully cleanses him-
self, and then comes out of the water
and rolls around in the dirt. Of course,
in this frustrated age almost everyone
is engaged in at least one of these four
practices, which according to the Vedic
authority are the root cause of all
degradation in human society. Because

no one is satisfied spiritually, no one
can give up these strong experiences
without getting something better.
There are many members of so-called
spiritual organizations who do not and
cannot stop these sinful activities, let
alone develop the symptoms of self-
realization listed in Bhagavad-gita. This
is an indication that their so-called
spiritual masters are not actually guid-
ing them to experience the higher taste
of spiritual life. If a process of yoga, or

*There is one mystic perfection sometimes attained by aspirant yogis which is called vasird. This is an almost irresistable kind of hypnotism
by which such a yogi can bring anyone under his control. Such mechanically attained yogic powers can be used for any purpose, good or bad,
and sometimes yogis who have attained a little bit of advancement in this vasitd perfection use it to bring people under their sway for selfish
motives, Such powers are extremely difficult to develop in this age but are not impossible, and their development by no means indicates true

God consciousness.
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spiritual awakening, is to be accepted
in this age, it must enable one to cur-
tail all sinful activities from the very
beginning of its sincere practice, and
beyond that it should enable one to
gradually realize the association of the
Supreme Being.

Krsna Consciousness

The objective of yoga practice is
Krsna Himself, and this is confirmed
in Bhagavad-gita when the Lord says:

“A true yogi observes Me in all beings
and also sees every being in Me. In-
deed, the self-realized man sees Me
everywhere.” (Bg. 6.29)

The method of approaching Him is
also explained there: “My dear Arjuna,
only by undivided devotional service
can I be understood as I am, standing
before you, and I can thus be seen
directly. Only in this way can you
enter into the mysteries of My under-
standing.” (Bg. 11.54)

And again: “One can understand
the Supreme Personality as He is only
by devotional service, and when one
is in full consciousness of the Supreme
Lord by such devotion, he can enter
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into the Kingdom of God.” (Bg. 18.55)

As one begins to associate with Lord
Krsna through this process of devo-
tional service, or bhakti-yoga, practic-
ing it carefully under the guidance of
a bona fide spiritual master, according
to the rules and regulations mentioned
in different Vedic literatures, he should
in fact begin to experience a complete
transformation of his consciousness.
Easily leaving off all sinful activities, he
can progress on the transcendental
path back to Godhead, and as he goes
he will experience the following symp-

toms: (1) his mind, once restless and
agitated by material anxieties, becomes
very steady; (2) as he begins to exper-
ience the higher reality of spiritual life
in relation with Krsna, he develops
complete detachment from all kinds
of material conditions, both pleasur-
able and painful; and (3) he experi-
ences the unlimited happiness of pure
devotional service, becoming increas-
ingly joyful and ultimately enjoying
the highest transcendental bliss, which
is called Krsna-prema, or pure love of
God.

According to Bhagavad-gita and
many other Vedic literatures, this
path of bhakti-yoga is the simplest

and most direct method for attaining
this perfectional stage of eternal, fully
blissful association with the Supreme
Lord Krspa—and it can be practiced
by anyone, regardless of material quali-
fications, provided he has proper
guidance. The members of the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness are happy to submit that
our spiritual master, His Divine Grace
A C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
is such a qualified guide. He can trace
his line of disciplic succession back
master by master to Lord Krsna Him-
self, in a line called the Brahma-
Madhva-Gaudiya-Sampradaya, and his
personal associates (the author includ-
ed) can confirm that he manifests all
the blissful symptoms of a fully God-
realized master discussed above.

Of course, you may not be willing
to take our word on this point, but
you certainly can study scrutinizingly
his instructions, which are printed in
his many books. If you are then in-
clined to begin to practice this process
of bhakti-yoga, putting his philosophy
to the practical test, you will find its
practice very simple and sublime. It
begins simply by chanting the omni-
potent, all-spiritual names of the
Lord—Hare Krspa, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rdma, Hare Hare—and
then tasting the spiritual remnants of
nicely prepared vegetable foods offered
first to the Lord, which are called
prasadam (Krsna’s mercy).

Beginning in this very authorized
way, anyone can enter into a fully
knowledgeable and blissful life which
culminates in the Supreme and perma-
nently terminates all troubles due to
repetition of birth, old age, disease,
death and the many other miseries of
life in this material world.

Please stop in this Sunday afternoon
at a center of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness. Try chant-
ing Hare Krsna, dancing, tasting
Krsna-prasadam, hearing more about
Krsna consciousness, and reading one
of the wonderful books by A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.
This may completely convince you
about the validity of this all-attractive
movement. END
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hen the gopi§ understood that
Uddhava had a message from Krsna,
they became very happy and called him
to a secluded place to sit down. While
talking about Krsna with Uddhava, they
forgot all about their household business.
They even forgot about themselves as
their interest in Krsna increased more
and more.
“One of the gopis, namely Srimati
Radharani, was so much absorbed in

s )

thoughts of Kl_-s.rﬁ";g dint of Her per-
sonal touch with Him that She actually
began to talk with a bumblebee. While
the other gopis were talking with Krsna’s
messenger Uddhava, Srimati Radharani
took that bumblebee to be a messenger
from Krsna and began to talk with it.
‘My dear friend, I welcome you,” She
said. ‘You have come to take Me to
Krsna.” ”
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