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The Buffalo Lectures

of

A.C.Bhaktivedanta Swami

For those who have developed theurge
for hearing the spiritual message,
the message becomes purified without
any doubt. The idea is that Krishna or
God, in His Supersoul form, is situated
in everyone’s heart. And He is sitting
like a friend, not as an enemy. Because
God is the Father of everyone, so He is
always {riendly, merciful. Just like
when an invalid son is there: the father
is always looking for when the son will
be cured, will come back home. That is
the father’s desire; and, similarly, we

are not so much anxious to approach .,

God, but God is very anxious to recall
us from this dungeon house of material
existence. Therefore He sends Lord
Jesus Christ, or He comes Himsel{, or
He sends His confidential devotees. This
is going on—not only in the human so-
ciety, but in other societies also. In
animal society, in bird society there
are incarnations of God and messengers
of God. That information we have.

So God is always anxious to accept
us. In the Upanishads it is said that God
and the living entity are sitting in one
tree, just like two birds. One bird is
eating the fruit of the tree, and the other
bird is only the witness. There are these
descriptions in the Upanishads, of how
God is always looking tosee when T shall
turn my face towards Him. He is always
sitting, waiting, in my heart. And when
we hearabout Krishna from The Bhaga-
vad Gita or the Srimad Bhagwatam, at
that time God becomes very pleased.
This applies not only to The Bhagavad
Gita or Srimad Bhagwatam, but to any
literature that is giving information
of God, any scripture—say the Bible—
from which one hears about God. God
becomes pleased that now this living
entity is coming towards Him, now this
son is coming home. He becomes very
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glad.

This is nicely explained in the Gita:
when Krishna sees that a man is trying
to learn about Him, by hearing and
chanting about God, He is pleased, and
He offers help. Even if youdo not under-
stand the purport, still it is pious acti-
vity. Just if you have the conviction. It
is not that everyone who goes to church
follows all the rules and regulations,
and understands the Bible, or that every-
one who goes to the temple understands
everything. But going there and giving
aural reception to the transcendental
message fromdifferent scripturesabout
God, that will make one pious.

So in reading The Bhagavad Gita and
Srimad Bhagwatam, sometimes you may
not understand, because it is originally
in Sanskrit. But we devotees try to ex-
plain the message as far as possible,
and if you will kindly come here and
simply try to hear, then gradually you
will become pious. You’ll be pious, even
if you do not achieve anything else.
“Pious” means you become freed from
sinful reactions. This Hare Krishna
chanting, even though you do not under-
stand it, if you simply come and chant
and dance with us, it will make you
pious. Youwill achieve piety or sinless-
ness; it is so nice.

And what is the benefit of becoming
pious, or achieving piety? That is ex-
plained in the Gita: By repeated trans-
migration from one body to another in
this material world, we are simply ac-
cumulating reactions tosinful activities.
That’s all. So long as we have no infor-
mation of God,no information of Krishna,
we are simply living like animals and
accumulating sinful reactions. And our
hearts are polluted, contaminated. There
is so much misunderstanding between

human nations, human bodies, this man
and that man; it is due to our accumulated
contamination in the heart. You are my
enemy or you are my friend—for what?
Because you have got a bodyand its re-
lationship to mine is contaminated.

Generally, everyone is envious of
everyone else. Everyone thinks of others
as his enemies. I see in your country so
many signboards—No Tresspassers, No
Peddlars—that means everyone is an
enemy. Otherwise, why should T re-
strict? No admission. That is the way
of nation to nation also. America is my
enemy, Russia is my enemy—so China
is thinking. So this world is full of en-
viousness and hate, because every one
of us has accumulated past sinful acti-
vities, which are stocked up now in our
hearts.

The result, if you try to hear about
Krishna, is that Krishna will help to
cleanse away these contaminated things,
accumulated during years and years of
darkness, Because the very hearing is
piety, therefore itwillact onyour heart.
And howwill it act ? Allthe contaminated
things within my heart will be cleansed
away. Just like, when you have accumu-
lated so many unclean things, if you set
fire to them, all these unclean things
will be turned to ashes, and everything
will be disinfected. Simply one fire, one
match. You gather all the garbage to-
gether, all varieties of contaminated
garbage, and if you set fire to that gar-
bage all will be cleansed. It is just like
our contaminating so many things daily,
and then the sunshine purifies it. This
isalso a medical process: sterilization,
So, as there is in the material world a
sterilizing process, this is a spiritual
sterilizing process: simply hear of
Krishna, then all nonsense things within



the heart will be pure, cleansed.

And who cleanses ? The Lord Him-
self is sitting within you. He’ll
cleanse your heart. He’ll cleanse your
heart; you cannot. You have nopower, you
see. You have been so much contami-
nated that you have no power. But He’ll
take charge. In The Bhagavad Gita it is
also said that, “you just surrender unto
Me. I shall give you protection from all
sinful activities.” So if God, Krishna,
gives you protection, then you are safe.

Our sufferings are due to our sinful
activities. And what do we mean by sin-
ful activities? Sinful activities means
acting in ignorance. When a living en-
tity is in ignorance, he commits sinful
activities. Therefore knowledge is so
valuable. This crude exampleI can give
you: I have come from India. In India,
the motor cars are driven on the left
side, and in your country I see it is on
the right. Now, if I drive my car here
in the Indian way, to the left side, then
I become a criminal, I become subject
to arrest. And if Isay in the court, “I
did not know that in your country the law
is different,” that is no excuse. That
means I became a criminal because I
was in ignorance,

Similarly, all sinful activities are
due to ignorance. Therefore we should
know things as they are. And how can
you know things as they are? You have
toapproacha superior person who him-
self knows things as they are. Thatwill
make you free from all sinful reactions.
And this hearing process is very im-
portant. If you have a chance to hear
from a person who can present things
very nicely, or rightly, then you get
knowledge, and you become free from
all sinful reactions. It is a logical con-
clusion.

Krishna Himself takes charge of
cleaning the heart, and when He
Himself takes charge, everything is
purified. In The BhagavadGita it is said
that Krishna is sitting within your heart,
but that He talks toyouwhenyou become
a devotee. Otherwise He is simply Wit-
ness; that’s all.

You cannot do anything without the
sanction of the Lord sitting within, but
He gives sanction. Just like a persistent
child: he wants to do something wrong,
and his parents say, “All right, you do
whatever you like.” Similarly, God is

always ready togive us good advice, but

we do not follow Him. Because we have -

a little freedom, we misuse it; and at
that time He gives sanction: “All right—
you do it, That is your wish.” But God
is not responsible for the action or re-
action. The sinful actionand its reaction
or the pious action and reaction—these
are not the creations of God. They are
created by you. You are independent.
You can act as you like. God only gives
you His sanction.

God is always situated in your heart,
and He is helping you as you like, as
you are asking. But if you are surren-
dered, if you say, “Now, from this day,
my dear Lord, I shall act according to
Your instruction,” thenHe takes charge.
Otherwise you are free. You can do
whatever you like, and the action and
reaction will have to be suffered. I do
not know—I was a student in Scottish
Churches College in Calcutta. That was
a missionary college. So I attended
Bible class half an hour, and I remem-
ber one very great scholar and mis-
sionary priest, Dr. Altman. He was my
professor, professor of psychology, and
he was also taking class in the Bible. I
remember once in that class—I do not
know whether in your Bible the law of
karma is admitted or not—but he pro-
tested that, “In your Hindu system the
law of karma is there, and if one has
done something sinful, therefore he is
punished.” So he inquired, “What is the
evidence that you have done something ?”
At that time I was a student, I could not
reply, But after studying The Bhagavad
Gita and other Vedic literature, I was
prepared to answer him. Here it is.
Here is the Witness. You may forget
what you have done, but Krishna is not
forgetful—He is always sitting within
you, So, when you have done as you
wanted to do, He reminds you, “All
right, you did this.”

In The Bhagavad Gita and in all Vedic
literature it is affirmed that the Lord
is sitting in the heart. As soon as we
surrender unto Him He takes charge,
and He says, “I have taken charge of one
who has pursued this Krishna Conscious-
ness, or devotional service, seriously
and sincerely.” And He’s within. He
says, “I give that devotee the needed
intelligence.” What kind of intelligence ?
That by which he can come quickly back
to home, back to Godhead. That is
Krishna’s taking charge.

knowledge, which

A child does not know his way in life.
He is a soul surrendered tohis parents.
The parents take charge of him, and the
parents know how this boy should be
raised, how his life will be fruitful—so
many things. The boy is free, though he
is completely in the hands of his parents.
Similarly, if we surrender unto Krishna,
who is sitting within our hearts, then He
takes charge ofus. AndHe says, “Just to
favor them [such devotees|specifically.”
God is good, but He is especially kind
and merciful to the devotees. That is
not unnatural. You may ask, “Why is
God specifically merciful and kind to the
devotee ?” But it is not unnatural. Sup-
pose in the street so many children are
playing: If there is some danger, and if
someone goes and picks up his own
child, you cannot say that that is not
good. “There are other children, why
do you not take care of them?” Tt is na-
tural, and no one can blame him: “Oh,
you did not take up the other child.
Why ?” Nobody blames him; it is natural.
It is good that his child is given first
care. Similarly, everyone is the child
or son of God—that’s all right; but one
who has taken tothe service of the Lord,

- he gains the special interest of God.

Just like in your Bible it is said that
Lord Jesus is the only son. Because
he has given his life for God’s service,
therefore he’s taken such special care
of. So this is the process of Krishna
Consciousness.

Krishna says, “Because a devotee
has surrendered unto Me, and I am sit-
ting within him, I take charge of him.”
And even though one is ignorant or does
not know any of the Vedic literature, if
he is not learned—still, he will be made
learned. That is stated in The Bhagavad
Gita, that in order to show them special
favor, He eradicates the darkness of
ignorance. How? “I am sitting within,
and I enlighten him with the torch of
is very awesome,
just like sunlight.” Sunlight is very
bright; you don’t require to see the sun
with the help of a lamp. Similarly,
Krishna within, the Supreme Lord, en-
lightens the devotee. This is the secret
of knowledge.

You cannot acquire knowledge through
your deficient senses. But, if you sur-
render unto God, the knowledge will be
revealed. Even if you cannot understand
what God is. After all, it is very diffi-
cult, You cannot know, even in this
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material world, what things are going
on. So how can you know or understand
God? God is so great, unlimited. But
if He reveals Himself unto you, thenyou
can understand. That is the process.
This revelation is possible when you are
surrendered. If you are surrendered, if
you have given up everything for God,
then He is in your heart and will give
you all knowledge, all help, everything.
It becomes simple.

So it is explained in the Gita that He
cleanses and He directs . Just like the
father says, “Oh my dear son, do this,
do this.” And the child becomes expert,
although he is not expert. The guidance
is expert. And who can give better guid-
ance than God? So if God gives you know -
ledge, who can give youbetter knowledge
than Him? He is better than anyone. So
surrender unto Him. He is within you,
and He will give you intelligence and
knowledge.

Then, what is the effect of such know-
ledge? The cleansing process means
cleansing off the influence of material
nature. The material world is working
under three modes—the mode of good-
ness, the mode of ignorance and the mode
of passion. There are certain entities
who are in goodness, there are certain
entities who are in passion and certain
entities who are in ignorance. When God
takes charge of you, then it is auto-
matically understood that you are tran-
scendental even to goodness. Spiritual
quality is transcendental to goodness.
Thattranscendental platform is notvery
easily attained, but at least the quality of
goodness is immediately achieved. Ma-
terial goodness is immediately achieved.
That is explained in the Gita.

The hearing process in spiritual life
means hearing about God. Not hearing
the newspaper or any political news.
No. You must hear the words of God,
the words of Krishna. In this way the
cleansing process progresses daily by
such hearing about God. And the result
will be that you’ll enhance your devotion.

“Uttama Sloka” means God. “Uttama”
means very nice and transcendental.
“Sloka” means verses. Just like when
you offer prayers to the Lord, they are
selected words and very nice verses.
Therefore another name for God is Ut-
tama Sloka. So, to that Supreme Per-
sonality who is offered nice verses, unto
Him adevotional attitude becomes fixed,

4

That is the second stage of spiritual life,
and the third stage comes when one is
fixed in devotional service unto the Su-
preme Lord. At that time the modes of
passion and ignorance—the whole world
is moving under passion and ignorance
—these modes become cleansed away.

We are hankering to possess so many
things. This is called passion. And when
we are in loss of something we cry for
it. This is ignorance. And the material
disease is that everyone is hankering
for something which he does not possess,
and lamenting when he has losthis pos-
sessions. This is the material disease.
The materialists have only these two
businesses; no third business. Simply
hankering after something which one
does not possess, and when that pos-
session is lost, lamenting, “Oh, I have
lost it!” So this is ignorance. What you
have lost? What have you brought that
you have lost? You came empty-handed.
What did you possess in the beginning ?
Then why are you crying ? This is called
“sudra,” unnecessarily lamenting. Un-
necessarily lamenting. Suppose you had
millions of dollars, and if you have lost
that, then there is reason. But if you
did not possess anything, where is the
cause for lamenting ? That is ignorance.
Whatdid you possess ? What is your pro-
prietorship ? Nothing ! This is ignorance.
But still T am proclaiming myself the
proprietor, the master of this body—
but I cannot keep it.

Therefore T must know that I possess
nothing. Everything is given to me for
my use; that’s all. This is knowledge.
And as soon as we come down to this
idea that we canpossess, itis ignorance.
Because I try to possess falsely Tam
wasting my life.

These modes of material nature—
passion and ignorance—are pushing me
toacquire and possess. You canpossess
something because you havea body. You
must possess something, but then there
is greediness. Say I have one thousand
dollars income, and I live very nicely.
Then T want two thousand dollars. And
if T get that, again T am hankering, “No,
four thousand dollars! No, eight thou-
sand dollars. No, ten thousand dollars !
No, a milliondollars!” There is no limit
to the impetus of the modes of passion.
But when a person becomes a devotee,
a surrendered soul, he is freed from
these two material modes of nature,

passionand ignorance. Then the mode of
goodness is there. He becomes situated
on the platform of goodness.

When one is not disturbed by the
modes of passion and ignorance, then it
is understood that he is on the platform
of goodness. The heart is no longer in-
fluenced by passionand ignorance, Then
he remains in goodness. And as soon as
he comes to the platform of goodness,
he remains happy. If youwant tobecome
happy, then you have to elevate yourself
to this platform of goodness. Then you
will feel happiness. When one is on the
platform of goodness, or when one is
transcendental, he has no more han-
kering or lamenting.

The next stage, when there is no
more lamentation or hankering and you
are situated in goodness, is transcen-
dental. Now, how we have come to the
platform of goodness ? It is dueto devo-
tional service. We are reading and
hearing Srimad Bhagwatamand the Gita,
and, by dint of engaging ourselves in
devotional service, we can be elevated
tothe platform ofgoodness, and become
jolly. Then one can understand the tran-
scendental science of God; not before.
Then one can understand. So you have
to elevate yourself to this platform of
goodness by starting devotional service.
Then, when your heart is free from all
material anxieties, just as in the clear
sky you can see the sunlight very nicely,
so when you are posted in that position,
you’ll understand the science of God. It
is a science. It is not a hobby or a sen-
timent. It is not a religious sentiment.
Religious sentiment without philosophy
is ignorance, and philosophy without re-
ligious sentiment has no value. Philoso-
phy without religious sentiment is dry
speculation; simply wasting time. And
religion without philosophy is fanaticism.
So both should be combined. Then it is
the science of Godhead.

We are trying to open so many cen-
ters to teach this science. And, if you
take the time tosimply hear of this, you
will be benefitted. We are not charging
anything, there is no fee. So why not
come? The world is suffering for want
of this knowledge, Krishna Conscious-
ness. Men are becoming. less than ani-
mals. So this is not progressive civili-
zation. If you want to save human so-
ciety, then you must take to Krishna Con-
sciousness. Otherwise you are doomed.
Hare Krishna.



Fathers and Sons

by Satsvarupa

t is said that one’s body is an inheri-

tance from one’s father, that the sins
of the father arevisited on the son, that
in terms of progress we stand upon our
fathers’ shoulders. So many “truths”
have defined the relationship of father
to son; but at the ultimate issue, all
these affairs of father-and-son are un-
real, because they are material. This
relationship, which seems so firm and
certain, is actually just an illusion,
because it is temporary. This is the
conclusion of the great sages who have
developed and passed down to us our
knowledge of spiritual life. The real
father is the spiritual master. One who
is liberated from identification with tem-
porary existence factually experiences
that his “guru” is his spiritual father
forever,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami once ex-
plained the transcendental situation of
father-and-son in a letter to one of his
disciples: “You have accepted me as
father, so I have also accepted you as
my dear and real son. This relationship
of father and son on the spiritual platform
is real and eternal, while on the material
platform such a relationship is ephem-
eral.”

In the relationship of the bodily father,
the son asks for something and the father
gives. That is, something material is
exchanged. If one is so fortunate, how-
ever, as to receive “second birth” by
initiation under a bona fide spiritual
master, then he receives the spiritual
gift of eternal life through chanting the
Holy Name of God. By chanting the Holy
Name of God and hearing the scriptural
teachings, the student can have his eyes

opened from the blindness of material
life. From the blessings of the guru-
father, the disciple-son derives all
knowledge of reality.

The most crucial thing to be learned,
the first important gift of the spiritual
master, is that we are eternal spirit
soul, partandparcel of God, the Supreme
Person. The true situation is not, as
the bodily father may tell us, that we
were created by him, according to his
plans, and that we are thus his private
investment or possession.

Actually, all beings live under the
plan of Krishna, the Supreme Father.
Individually—fathers and sons alike—
we are coming here on our own, by a
choice of free will we wander down the
ages, taking various births among the
8,400,000 species of creatures, taking
different bodies in life after life, living
in different countries, on different pla-
nets, being born of countless different
fathers—all according to the works we
perform. The Vedic scriptures say that
if we lead pious lives we will be born into
aristocratic, rich or beautiful families.
The Bhagavad Gita specifically states
that if we take up Krishna Consciousness
or Yoga practice, but fail to execute it
perfectly, then at the time of death we
will be transferred to the higher or
heavenly planets; and when the results
of our piety are used up, we are again
born on some earthly planet—in the
families of yogis, so that we can con-
tinue our spiritual progress.

Tobeborn into the family of abrahmin
or yogi should be very advantageous to
spiritual life, but of course we can
always spoil such an opportunity, just

as a rich man’s son can turn to idling
and intoxication. This is why the term
“born brahmin,” and the whole latter-
day caste-by-birth system, is a mis-
conception of the spiritual path. The
qualities of a brahmin (intellectual or
priest) or of a Kshatriya (soldier or
statesman), etc., do not depend on ma-
terial birth, and even the most lowly-
born person can advance unimpeded to
perfection simply by chanting in the
association of a pure devotee.

ln his letter to a disciple, my own
spiritual master explains what the
guru, the transcendental father, can do
for his spiritual son: “Although I cannot
giveyouanything as a father, still I pray
to Krishna for your more and more ad-
vancement in Krishna Consciousness.”

Through the spiritual master we learn
the actual relationship that exists be-
tween God and the individual living entity.
The Supreme Personality of Godhead,
who is Father, Mother and Friend of
all life, is usually approached by Chris-
tians as the Father, and is prayed to
more or less as a Supreme Order Sup-
plier. God is the Great Supplier of bread.
This is, however, an elementary con-
ception of the Personality of Godhead.
Only through the grace of the spiritual
master,who has very scientific, realized
information about the Absolute, can we
advance beyond the idea of God as no
more than a material father, a supplier
from whom we demand. Tolearn tolove
God as a friend and playmate—or even
as a lover—comes only through the
process of devotional service to the
spiritual master. To please the guru-
father is the perfect way to liberation,
happiness and still greater freedom in
the service of Krishna.

It is also possible, of course, that
the man who brought you into this world
through the shelter of your mother’s
body could also impart to you the same
spiritual instruction that is coming from
the spiritual master. In such a case, he
is not exactly a “material” father. When
a devotee of Godhead marries, under the
guidance of his spiritual master, his
marriage is not material but spiritual.
Such a marriage is not undertaken for
sense gratification, but in the service of
Krishna. The issue of such a union is
not, therefore, comparable to the off-
spring of cats and dogs—that is to say,
prodictions of accident and lust.



It is said in the scriptures that no
one should become a spiritual master,
father or husband unless he can deliver
his charge from the clutches of death.
This means that unless he can free his
disciples, his son or his wife from
material consciousness he should not
take on the responsibility of masteror
parent. The mission of the real father
is to impart spiritual wisdom. We can
say, then, that the father who brings a
child into the world for Krishna con-
scious purposes is not material, as he
is not operating in temporary, illusory
consciousness, which is held to be the
standard of material life.

An important example of sucha tran-
scendental father is the great saint
Thakur Bhaktivinode, who appeared in
India during the nineteenth century. A
perfect example of productive, spiri-
‘tual household life, Srila Bhaktivinode
fathered 12 Krishna conscious babies,
the most notable among them being
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati, founder of
the Gaudiya missionary movement.
Bhaktisiddhanta was the guru of A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami, the spiritual mas-
ter of the present Krishna Consciousness
Movement.Just as anything—an airplane,
money, talent, etc.—can be used in the
service of Krishna and thus made spiri-
tual, so sex and fatherhood can work
this way.

here is a question one may ask at

this point. Since Lord Chaitanya,
the incarnation of God who played the
role of the perfect devotee, gave up his
wife and only then took spiritual sons—
disciples—what is the purpose of pro-
curing only one, or even a dozen souls
for the service of Krishna via the com-
plicated and laborious method of ma-
terial childbirth? If the only true sons
are spiritual, why not adopt sannyas,
the renounced order, at once and make
many disciples? A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami has generally encouraged his
students, both boys and girls, to marry
and raise Krishna conscious children.
He has said that, although we are can-
vassing for Krishna, we are after quality
and not quantity. It is not by votes that
one goes Back toGodhead. If a spiritual
master can find one precious soul and
carefully train him in Krishna Con-
sciousness from the very start of life,
then thereis a verygood chance for him
to become a devotee or future spiritual
master. In this way, to raise one indi-
vidual in pure consciousness can benefit
many people.

It should also be noted that one does
not stop his personal service to Krishna
by becoming a father or mother. Every-
one serves Krishna, and every devotee,
regardless of whether he is married or
unmarried, can be a true guru in the
style of Lord Chaitanya by simply per-

suading whoever he meets, anywhere in
the world, to chant Hare Krishna.

It is stated in the Srimad Bhagwatam
that in previous, more congenial ages,
yogis or devotees would first attain
spiritual perfection, and only then find
a wife and produce some children. Their
purposes for having children were: 1) to
bring a fallen, conditioned entity into
the world, and then to enlighten him so
that he could develop love for God and
transfer to the spiritual world at the
time of death; or 2)to bring into the
world a ray of Vishnu Himself—to have
a liberated, saintly child, as did Srila
Bhaktivinode.

The ultimate perfection of such spiri-
tual fatherhood is to be the instrument
for the appearance of an incarnation of
God. Such was the case of the yogis
Kardama Muni and Devahuti, through
whom Kapiladev, the Teacher of the
sublime Samkhya Philosophy, entered
this world. The mother and father of
Krishna Himself achieved the ultimate
in this perfection of parenthood. One
devotee sings in this way to Nanda Maha-
raj, the worshipable foster father of
the Supreme Lord: “People have taken
shelter of the Vedic literature from fear
of material life. Let them worship Sruti
or Mahabharata. Tamnot going to do that.
I shall worship Nanda Maharaj, because
he has captivated the Supreme Lord into
crawling as a child in his courtyard.”

T —

nd the Lord Gouranga [Chaitanya |,

while going to Vrindaban, made

tigers, deer and birds on the way
through the forest utter the name of
Krishna, and intoxicated them with the
ecstasy of Divine Love and they danced
with Him,

“So the Lord went through the solitary
forests and He sang the Holy Name
“Krishna” all along. And the denizens
of the forest—tigers and elephants—saw
Him and they allowed Him to pass with-
out any harm, And the Lord marched
on in His deep ecstasy of love through
them all.

“And on another day a more wonder-
ful occurrence took place and lo! it was
this: the Lord went to take His bath in
a stream of the forest, and a whole herd
of elephants came to drink water in the
verysame stream. The Lord was saying

His prayers just then and the elephants
stood before Him. The Lord saw them
all and they, too, saw Him. And as the
Lord saw them, He threw waterat them,
saying ‘Chant the Holy Name Krishna!
Krishna! O elephants !’ And at thatvery
same moment all those elephants whom
the water touched jumped up and began
torun about inecstatic love, and chanted
the Holy Name of Krishna all about. And
some of the elephants acted more won-
drously still, for they fell down on the
ground and shrieked in sheer ecstatic
love.

“And now some peacocks saw the
Lord passing through the forestand they
followed Him, uttering with His Holy
Self the Name of Krislmé., and danced
in holy joy. And the Lord saw this
and He uttered the Holy Name (Hari)
more loudly still, And as the trees and
creepers of the Jharikhanda forest heard

His voice they were deeply pleased.

“And on anotheroccasion as the Lord
was passing through the forests singing
loudly the song of the Holy Name, some
does came near to His sacred Self. And
they followed the Lord as He walked to
His left and right, and the Lord saw
this and was pleased. He rubbed their
bodies out of love, and read out the fol-
lowing verse from the Holy Bhagwatam:
‘Blessed are the does, for they marched
along with the deer following our Holy
Lord all along.’ And the Lord said to
them, ‘Sing ye, O animals, the Holy
Name of Krishna!’ And as the Lord spoke
thus, so the tigers and elephants and
deer chanted the Holy Name and danced
in ecstasy and wept in holy love.”

—Chaitanya Charitamrita
Madhyalila XVTII
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Swamiji has said that what is impor-
tant is sincerity. Not the rulesandregu-
lations, but sincerity. To the sincere
devotee Krishna from within the heart
reveals, and everythmg is taken ca.re

would be sent to hell. No devotees gave
the dust of their feet. But the servant
wentto Vrindaban to the Gopis, Krishna’s
purest lovers, who quickly gathered:
‘How is Krishna ?’ The servant told them,
and they at once scraped the dust from
theiri_ieet and co]lected it for Him. ‘You

Semﬁt.‘" ‘Aren’t you afraid you'll go to

ell?’ "We are prepared to go to hell!’
aid. ‘We don’t care! But Krishna
dl That’s love. The less

respected.”

“Man thinks he is free, but he is like
the cow tied up with a long rope that is
fastened at one end; however we may
fly we have to come back. We are all
under conditional Nature, you cannot
surpass it. But anyone who takes to
Krishna Consciousness is freed from
material Nature. If we believe Bhagavad
Gita, Krishna Consciousness is so sub-
lime that it is transcendental to goodness
also—it has nothing todo with matter. It
is simply on the spiritual platform.”

[Someone had asked Swamiji what
about people who said that Form limits
God. He replied that that was another
nonsense. |

“The Lord is conscious. He may ap-
pear to be limited because He has a
Form, but His potency is unlimited. He
is the Absolute Truth. The sun is like
this. It appears limited in the form of
the sun planet, but the effects of the sun-
shine are unlimited. By their material
calculation the impersonalists say if
God is all-pervading, how can He be
localized? He, however, has spiritually
unlimited potency. The localized sun
has energy all over the Universe. The
Lord and His energy are inseparable,
but the Lord is Personal and localized.”

He said his GuruMaharaj, Sri Bhakti
Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami, liked
daring devotees who did not compromise.
Those who compromise he called good-
for-nothings.

“All is one does not account for







variety. Red flowers, blue {flowers,
white flowers, all are one, all are
Krishna, but there is union in variety,
many in one. Krishna is everything and
everything is Krishna. You can believe.
You don’t have to have philosophical
understanding. s the source of wood
that determines the by-product. Men go
to work with a saw and hammer and
some talent to make a piece of furniture,
and they say they created it. God sup-
plied it. We supply nothing.”

Swamiji said these people who think
“I am God” really just sit around
smoking, and they need to have some
spiritual recreation, so they say, “All
is void.” And they smoke and sit and
talk in this way, and thendoall nonsense.
They are of the society of the cheaters
and the cheated. They go to some vogi,
take postures, get told something nice,
pay 5 dollars, and leave.

“All is spirit from Krishna. Just as
a fingernail is skin, but cut it and it
doesn’t hurt. Matter is a form of spiri-
tual energy in which we forget Him.”

“They try tokill devotees. They tried
to kill Lord Jesus Christ and His reli-
gion is now dominant over most of the
world. They tried to kill Krishna, and
now He is stillgrowing from 5000 years
ago. They put Prahlad under the ele-
phant’s foot, and the elephant lifted him
up and carried him in triumph.”

“The whole world is a butchershop.
Whoever isn’tgiving Krishna Conscious-
ness to another is butchering him. The
mother is butchering, the father is
butchering, the friend is butchering.”

Attt ir toe
whose teas? arnd
voul feave Secome
grea? for setving
the Chreat.”
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PARTS & PARCELS

BEATLE JOHN LENNON WITH
MONTREAL DEVOTEES

by Bibhavati Dasi

As devotees of Lord Sri Krishna, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, weare
not supporters of the cult of Beatle wor-
ship. So when John Lennon and his wife
Yoko and their small daughter Kyoto
came to Montreal, we were in the posi-
tion of being able to relate to him with
all the real respects due another human
being rather than a demigod. It was a
very auspicious occasion for me, be-
cause it confirmed that the living entity
cannever be satisfied by material wealth,
fame and power. If he is sufficiently in-
telligent he will always be searching for
something more. I rejoiced tothink that
the object of our attention is Krishna the
All-famous, and not some other human
being exhibiting some partial qualities
of fame, wealth and power.

It is one of the manifestations of this
upside down, twisted state of affairs in
Kali Yuga, the Age of Quarrel, that cor-
porate beings are made into gods by the
unscrupulous priests of the mass media.
Few people, if offered a ticket on the
roller-coaster ride to fame, riches and
power are able to refuse. Neither could
John Lennon, at first. But sotemporary
are the satisfactions obtained by ma-
terial pleasures that the living entity
quickly becomes disillusioned—if he is
intelligent. The happiness to be obtained
by “making it” and finding all worldly
success has been seen by John Lennon
for exactly whatit is, transitoryand un-
real, By Krishna’s mercy he has been
showered profusely with all the better
fruits of karmic action, and thus has
come quickly to realize this. For most
people it takes a little longer.

This is how he talked about it last
week from his hotel room in Montreal,
in conversation with the writer and her
husband Ishan: “...,.. and I found out
what being famous was like. It’s a drag
respongibility. So then I spent a long
time looking; meditatioh in Indiaand all
that, It was all okay, you know, but it
wasn’t the answer. And then I met Yoko,
and we worked our sort of thing out be-
tween us, fell in love and that. And then
we asked, ‘What do we want out of life ?’
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Andwe want Krishna Consciousness. We
want peace. The same peace formula
that your spiritual master tells about,
and the other kind too, that the house-
wives understand.”

Iwished that all the millions of strug-
gling karmis, working so hard to clutch
success, could be withus at that moment
to hear how it feels to be a demigod:
“We’re very narrow, very shy and very
straight and ordinary, but we’re in an
abnormal situation and we use it to the
best of our ability.”

John was very interested in New
Vrindaban, especially the school sys-
tem planned for it. He asked us when
such a community would be set up in
England. “T mean I don’t want to leave
any of me kids or me friends’ kids in
the hands of the devil. I’m not sure about
sending them away at the age of five,
but if I do send them away I want it to
be to a place where they’ll be turned on.
We have a nice cottage at the back of
our property that would be perfect for
a school if you’d like to use it.”

The hotel room filled up with crude
vibrations as the reporters and guests
circled the large bed on which John and
his wife were reclining. As cigarette
smoke and liquor fumes became thicker,
sometimes feelings became dark. But
John and Yoko did not seem to mind the
surroundings. Perhaps they viewed it
as a kind of austerity necessary to get
full coverage from the news media,which
they are attempting to exploit for their
goal of spreading peace.

The devotees, however, found the
atmosphere less tolerable and chanted
constantly when not having Kirtan, On the
last day of ourvisit the hotel threatened
to have John Lennon thrown out if the
mridungas (our drums) did not stop
playing.

Hansadutta spoke to John Lennon
on several occasions, praising the sub-
lime Lord Chaitanya, telling of Prabhu-
pad, always stressing the purity of the
Vedic injunctions and the necessity of
adhering to the instructions of a spiri-
tual master in the line of disciplic suc-
cession. But John was not always able
to accept everything, and arguments
broke out over small things—like shaved
heads. Nevertheless, I feel certain that
John Lennon truly respects the basic
principles of ISKCON. Here is a part of
my conversation with him:

Writer: Don’t you find yourself picking

up the vibrations from the

uptight people who come in

here?

We’re stronger thanthey are

and we’re protected.

Writer: Where do you get your
strength?

John: From Hare Krishna.

Writer: Hari Bol!

John:

Yoko: That’s wherewe get it from,
you know. We’re not denying
it.

John: Wedon’t mind arguing with a

few disciples. But Hare
Krishna’s where it’s at. And
whether we get round to
chanting, only time will tell.
It’s not where we’re at right
now, but we fully believe in
it. You see we’re protected
by Krishna.

All glories to Sri Krishna, the All-

Famous |

WEST GERMANY :

This is an article printed in Ham-
burg’s “Weltam Sontag”on May 11,1969,
about our center there:

He calls himself “Jaya Govinda,” he
looks like a tibetan monk, speaks the
American idiom of the West Coast and
works as a gardener in the Botanical
Gardens of Hamburg. He is the presi-
dent of the first Krishna Society on the
European Continent, whichwill hold this
Sunday at 5:00 a feast of Indian food and
lectures in its temple, on Eppendorfer
WEG 11,

Three Americans and one German
from Augsburg, who lived in America
for 15 years, have come to Europe to
spread the teachings of Krishna. This
is said to be the oldest Indian method
for spiritual realization. In America
there are more than a thousand ad-
herents, Allen Ginsberg and Beatles
George Harrison and John Lennon have
interest in Krishna Consciousness.

Victory for Krishna (which is what
Jaya Govinda means), Servant of Krishna
(Krishna Das) and Best Prayers for
Krishna (Uttama Sloka) are the names
of these young people, withages ranging
from 19 to 25 years, who, on Mockeberg
Street, held an open meditation hour and
distributed leaflets. In the leaflet it was
announced that one may visit the temple
Monday , Wednesday and Friday evenings,
It said, “We serve a specially cooked



Indian feast.”

What will await the visitor? From
the outside the temple gives the effect
of a hippie locale. The big window pane
is painted deep blue. Just after you en-
ter, a bearded young man requests you
to take off your shoes. I sat next to a
young couple who were likewise bare-
footed, sitting against the wall. The room
is painted white, with wall-tapestries,
and there is an altar. The meditators,
close to half a dozen, are sitting on the
floor, with crossed legs, singing:
Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna
Krishna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

This verse—an Indian mantra, as a
young man later clarified—is always
practiced in the temple: it is painted on
the walls, spoken and sung. A drum
played by a young man with a shaved head
gives the rhythm, a continuous monotone
is coming from a harmonium, and two
cymbals clang. After half an hour, re-
freshments are served—pieces of apples.
And now, one may ask questions.

They call themselves “devotees.”
Their regulations: no cigarettes and no
alcohol. The four did not give their names
of birth. A venerable Guru in the U.S,,
A, C. Bhaktivedanta Swami, is their
teacher. In the U.S, there are quite a
number of temples established, and in
furthering this work, these young men
have come to Eurcpe. Is Hamburg a
good missionary area? May I know?
Uttama Sloka, the 22-year-old German,
answered: “We are interested in the
young people. Even rockers.” [Rockers
are the Hells Angels of Europe. |

And how do the four missionaries
live? “We donot need much,” answered
Krishna Das, a thin 19-year-old from
San Francisco, and apart from Uttama
Sloka the only devotee who can speak
German. “The gardener is working
mostly for the rent and maintenance. I
myself am an apprentice to a Hamburg
goldsmith. Yet he does not know that he
has a devotee as an apprentice.”

OHIO NEWSLETTER:

Columbus, Ohio, ISKCON, 318 E. 20th
Ave: Prabhupad A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami arrived Friday, and our Kirtan
at the Columbus airport attracted atten-
tion in local papers (“Undoubtedly the
most exotic procession ever to grace

the airport portals”—Citizen Journal).
Guests crowded the new Hare Krishna
center to hear a talk delivered as soon
as Prabhupadarrived. Kirtans have been
lively. Poet Allen Ginsberg arrived and
spent the night and next day at the tem-
ple conversing with Prabhupad and
chanting. He was especially impressed
with the Aratrik ceremony, especially
the music, which was “the most beauti-
ful I’ve heard in years.”

Several days later Prabhupad and
Ginsberg filled a campus auditorium
(which seated 750) totwice the capacity.
Students flooded the stage and aisles, and
when we started chanting they immedi-
ately responded. Within five minutes the
chant was out of our control, Over 1500
students were roaring Hare Krishna,
standing in their seats, waving their
arms, dancing in the aisles and on stage.
Ginsberg, sweat pouring down his face,
chanted and danced ecstatically. When
his garland broke in the melee, we
seized the flowers and started throwing
them to the students who clambered for
them. Then Prabhupad stood on his dais
and all the students rose to their feet.
He gave his garland to Kirtananda and
indicated thatwe were to throw the flow-
ers tothe audience, The students grabbed
them,thenjoined arms todance.Prabhu-
pad began jumping up and down and the
dais bounced.

All this went on for thirty minutes.
Then Ginsberg gave a talk to introduce
Prabhupad, and then Prabhupad talked.
The students were attentive, though hot
and exhausted from the chanting and
dancing. Then, remarkably enough, we
had a second Hare Krishna Kirtanwhich
was as wild as the first. The sound rose
toagrand cataclysmic roar and the stage
thundered with dancing. NBC-TV shot
film during the whole Kirtan, Some stu-
dents wept with joy . Afterwards Ginsberg
said that he had never before seen so
many students “burst out their skins”
and chant and dance so vigorously and
responsively. Hayagriva was reminded
of a Kirtan at Stanford U. in Palo Alto
in ’67, at which the students similarly
flipped out to the mantra, though the
crowd was much smaller. Qur only re-
gret was thatwe did not geta larger hall
to accomodate the crowds that were
standing outside. We approximated over
1500 managed to cram into the audi-
torium. The following day all the stu-
dents were talking about it, It seems

that Ohio State had neverbefore socom-
pletely broken out of its robotic regimen.

A LETTER FROM A NEW VRINDABAN
DEVOTEE:

We had great agricultural dreams
up until Prabhupad arrived, but he is
not very much interested in agriculture
now. We had cleared four acres for
plowing, but now we will have only a
small garden. Prabhupad said we should
devote our time to two things, the cows
and the building of living quarters. We
have one cow at present but there are
three more coming this month. There
is constant work going on to clear pas-
tureland.

Prabhupad said, “When you get mar-
ried you say ‘This is my wife.’ What is
the philosophy behind this ? It is that in
exchange for her service I must give
her protection. In the same way a cow
gives milk so you give her protection.
This is cow protection. This is my cow,
I must give her protection.” So Prabhu-
pad wants us to keep four or five cows
and chant Hare Krishna. He says if you
have one or two bowls of milk and some
grains daily, you can never starve.

So once we can keep some CcOWS
nicely, when and if we get more help we
can have agriculture on a larger scale
and build a new temple. Right now there
is a big house which contains a temple
and living quarters for Prabhupad. I
have fixed up the chicken-coop nicely
for Satyabhama and myself, the pig pen
has been remodeled for four or five
brahmacharis. The top of the barn has
been partially remodeled for brahma-
charis and will be further remodeled.
The frame of what used to be a corn-
crib is still standing, and will be made
into a two-story brahmachary dwelling.
The lumber for the barn and corn-crib
projects has been obtained from a house
we tore down in Wheeling. We rented a
truck yesterday, and brought the wood
as close as we could, now we must build
a two-wheel horsecart to carry it the
final two miles up our road.Kirtanananda
Maharaj purchased the wheels and frame
at an auction lastweek, and Nara Nara-
yan Prabhu began building the cart to-
day. Prabhupad requested thatwe fixup
the road also.

I don’t think we appear to be as busy
as we actually are. You probably think

[cont’d on p. 15]
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MYSTIC EXPERIENCE AND THE NAME OF GOD
by Achyutananda

Tak'mg into account the many descriptions of Godhead
found in ancient books, scriptures and the eternal wis-
dom heard by disciples from their venerable masters, the
Absolute Truth may be defined as follows: He is by Himself
and for Himself; He has all knowledge, strength, opulence,
fame, beauty and renunciation; He is the Fountainhead of
limitless energies and the Fountainhead of infinite qualities
all of which are identical with Himself. He has infinite forms,
all of which have equal powers and qualities; and He has in-
finite Names with which He is identical. And, He is beyond
the scope of the organic senses, We cannot see Him, hear
Him, touch Him, smell or taste Him with our eyes, ears,
hands, noses or tongues. The Name of God can only be spoken
through spiritual lips; in which case, in our Krishna Con-
sciousness society, which preaches the group chanting of the
Name of God, exactly what are we all doing? Why chant the
16-word mantraof Hare Krishna if God’s Name is beyond our
power to utter? This sensible question deserves a sensible
answer, and to do justice to this common inquiry we canonly
go to the writings of those souls who actually have had spiri-
tual bodies, senses and faculties—and who had regular inti-
mate communion with Krishna.

Bhaktivinode Thakur is one such spiritual entity whose
poems, writings andpowerful, inspiring personality is moving
mountains of darkness from the hearts of the devotees. He
has written, “O Harer Nama [the Name of God], You enter
my ear, my tongue and penetrate my heart and tears spring
from my eyes, turning the dust at my feet to clay. Thus the
impressions of my steps are left so that others will follow
my way."” So it is not by his own initiative that anyone may
chant the Name, but it is the Name which takes the initiative
and out of His own prerogative descends to the soul of the
aspirant.

When the Name pierces all the physical, mental and in-
tellectual boundaries up to the soul, then the full Personality
of Krishna—with all His qualities, forms, etc.—is realized.
It is just like this: on a cloudy day we cannot see the sun, but
it is due to the sunlight itself that we see the clouds. When
by the heat of the sun the clouds break, the clear light is
seen and then the full sphere of the sun is seen at last, re-
vealing the world, myself and of course the full sun itself,
Krishna descends to our consciousness in the same manner.
First as a principle—that is to say, by our reason we come
to the knowledge that we and this world must have a creator
who is different but not apart from us. Then if the seeker is
more fortunate, a firm belief can become lodged in his mind.

As the Divinity comes down through the chanting of the
Name, real spiritual experience enters one’s senses, and
sometimes he feels or sees God everywhere, Where the
devotee is determined to-+seek after God above and beyond
anything else, it is a sign that Krishna is piercing his finer
sentiments until, face to face, the devotee sees Krishna,
having totally surrendered to Him. Those learned in the
science of Krishna declare this stage to be “Samadhi,” or
trance.

Such a state is very rarely to be found in any person, and
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yet nowadays we frequently read about states which resemble
samadhi achieved by quite a number of mystical people. How
can we be sure of authenticity ?

There are eight symptoms which precede samadhi, which
are as follows: 1) stunned sensation, 2) chills, 3) what we
know as goose bumps or horripilations, 4) trembling, 5)
perspiration, 6) tears, 7) choking and 8) trance. But just by
seeing these outer signs, can we conclude that a person is
really in samadhi? No. And many cases of such tricks or
accidents of nature occur. Once a scholar was reading this
description to some elderly religious women, He noticed that
all through his discourse one woman was weeping constantly.
He thought that she might be approaching that rare state, and
afterwards bowed to her and praised her devotion. But the
old grandmother said, “No, I am not a devotee. I had a son—
he died last year. You look just like my boy!” With that she
departed the temple, leaving the foolish scholar baffled.

We must never judgethe true contactwith God by material
or outward symptoms, though they may resemble the eight
sattvik, or pure, symptoms of samadhi. Once a yogi came
to a village and displayed his power of walking across the
surface of a river. All the people showered coins and praises
on him, but one wise old man approached him and said,
“Swamiji, you have two cents worth of power!”

“How is that?” the yogi retorted, amazed by such dense-
ness and arrogance,

“Because for two cents I can take you across the river on
my boat!”

No matter how wonderful the feats of magic or of nature
may look, we must always weigh them on the scales of eter-
nal, blissful knowledge. At this moment huge waves are
crashing together in the ocean. Niagara Falls is discharging
billions of kilowatts of energy, even galaxies are colliding
somewhere, causing inconceivably blinding light and explo-
sions terrible enough to dwarf 1000 megaton hydrogenbombs
—but sitting aloof from any of this temporary if grand phe-
nomena, the soul of man remains untouched. No matter how
great the impressions of phenomena are, they are only ele-
ments changing energy into other elements, and cannot pierce
to the true depths of the soul. But if one man makes 1 per
cent of spiritual progress, he has made eternal progress
which benefits all beings. For when Krishna actually does
descend to any soul, He can project His energy to all things
near and far.

Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s inconceivable spiritual potency
is such. When His chanting was vibrated, even trees and
wild animals forgot their conditional natures and danced in
ecstasy. Any of the supremely fortunate people who witnessed
His pastimes became powerhouses of divine energy, each
and every one capable of continuing the smooth flow of Krishna
Consciousness to all, as that consciousness itself descended
from Krishna’s realm.

No personality, incarnation, saint or great emperor has
revealed such vibrant outbursts of direct contact of God as
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Sometimes He would, inthe transcen-
dental feeling of separation, be endowed with all the eight
above-mentioned symptoms. Raising Himself to full height,
He would crash to the ground wailing for Krishna. The devotees
often feared all His bones broken to splinters. After chanting
the Hare Krishna Mantra, Chaitanya sometimes began to roll



to and fro. Rivers of tears flowed from His eyes. And then
Hegave an extremely confidential teaching: “I have no trace,
not a tinge of love for Krishna in Me—for if I did, how is it
that I could remain alive within this body ?”

Not to speak of the trances and “experiences” recorded
by many curious seekers of “bliss consciousness,” cosmic
and “expanded” consciousness, Lord Chaitanya, inthe ecstasy
of love of God, felt His own love hopelessly inadequate. He
made light of the many symptoms He exhibited, and when He
spoke at all it was notof Himself, but of the purelove of God
which was His life and mission.

Now, if it is possible to connect oneself with the current
of blissful consciousness, what is the method? There are

many doors—but which one leads to the goal? We are not yet
possessed of pure intelligence, so how can we know which
way is right? Again the answer descends from Krishna, en-
riched by Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and revived by Bhaktivinode
Thakur, whose potency was infused into Bhaktisiddhanta
Saraswati, who in turn bestowed his great love and mercy
and sublime wisdom upon Prabhupad Bhaktivedanta Swami,
the writer’s own divine master. Now available for all, re-
gardless of rank or status and free of charge, the same
primeval Krishna Consciousness is being distributed by
Prabhupad’s Society. Carried along spiritual currents, the
Name divine, the Maha Mantra comes, as we spread the
glorious chanting of Hare Krishna. END

[contd. from p. 13]

we goslam, bang, boomand have a house
put up. Well it’s not like thatat all. New
Vrindaban is indeed developing into a
community, but slowly by city standards.
Prabhupad wants us to be independent—
that is, not dependent on the outside. He
wants us to cut our own lumber and make
our own bricks, etc.

I must go and work on the barnyard
fence now. Don’t forget that with Prabhu-
pad here new and unexpected projects
may begin anytime. The situation is
always changing.

—Paramananda

KRisHNA CONSCIOUSNESS IN HAWAII
by Goursundar

“Thatwhich pervades the entirebody
is indestructible. No one is able to de-
stroy the imperishable soul.”—Bhagavad
Gita, II/17

Anyone canunderstand what is spread
all over the body: it is consciousness,
the energy of the soul. When souls de-
part from bodies, bodies become dead.
Half a millennium ago in the circle of
Gauda in India, Sri Krishna Chaitanya
appearedand taught Krishna Conscious-
ness or spiritual happiness toall comers.
And now Krishna Consciousness has
come West.

Everyone wants tobe happy. Different
people expect to be happy by submitting
to different circumstances in life. But
sometimes the suspicion flashes across
our minds that things just aren’t what
they appear to be. We also want know-
ledge. We read books, newspapers and
magazines. We listen to speeches and
we philosophize. If we can get more
knowledge we can probably get more
satisfaction, Due to ignorance we often
make mistakes for which we must suf-
fer. But if we want really complete know-
ledge, we haveto search for the primary
causes or origins of existence. If weare

too frenzied to spend time asking such
gquestions, we should expect to have to
play the parts of mindless fools in the
continuing pageant of history.

The modernworld is sometimes sup-
posed to offer evidence that man ispro-
gressing towards greater material hap-
piness. Materialism is often opposed to
theism, which is generally agreed to
have declined. People widely believe
that the advancement of material sci-
ence is more rewarding than the en-
largement of spiritual science, and that
they are actually en route to unlimited
luxury via materialism. But men with
no understanding of the real significance
of life are no betterthananimals. Their
society will always be brutish, even if
it be decorated with tons of trinkets and
perfumes.

In physics there is the concept of a
space-time continuum through which
bodies move. By careful study we see
that the bodies of living entities change
within these space-time continuums.
What is commonly called growth or
aging is actuallya progressive changing
of the body. But although the body is
changing, the individual soul remains
intact. We had our infant bodies, but
now our bodies are changed. We can
remember the activities of our child-
hood bodies, but those bodies have
vanished. The bodies are passing away,
but we are remaining. Therefore we
must be different from thesebodies. We
do sometimes wonder what the images
in mirrors really have to do with us.

The soul is different from the body;
the soul is eternal. And the truly natural
existence is spiritual—eternal. Yogis
are trying to come from materialism
to this eternal pointby meditation: “T am
not this body.” By concentrating the
mind in meditation, one should seek
answers to such questions as, “What
am I? How am T here? Where am I
going ? How can I achieve lasting happi-

ness, uncut by the various miseries
such as birth, disease, old.age and
death ?”

These are questions to be considered
by one seriously seeking complete phi-
losophy. At the point of asking such
questions, spirituallife canbegin. These
questions are thoroughly discussed in
The Bhagavad Gita As It Is and asso-
ciated Vedic texts. This process of
understanding is known as self-realiza-
tion.

In this present span of time, known
as Kali Yuga (the Age of Quarrel, Chaos
and Hypocrisy) the chanting of mantras
is described as being the secret of
liberation from this mundane world. In
the Vedic texts the chanting of the Maha
Mantra, or Great Hymn—Hare Krishna,
Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare—is especially recom-
mended for self realization in this age.

The Vedic texts, written inthe ancient
Sanskrit characters, are accepted by
most authorities as the oldest writing
known toman. And this Krishna science
has been elaborated by great spiritual
personalities throughout the untoldages.

Krishna Consciousness has been es-
tablished in the West by His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami, who came
alone to the United States to fulfill the
order of his spiritual master to teach
through the medium of the English lan-
guage.

Krishna Consciousness in Hawaii is
currently established at 51-576 Kam
Highway in Kaaawa (just before the
Crouching Lion Inn), phone no. 237-
8544, Classes are held at Ta.m. daily
and at 7Tp.m. Monday, Wednesday and
Friday. A Love Feast, consisting of
very fine vegetarian foodstuffs, prepared
according to old East Indian recipes, is
held every Sunday at noon, along with
chanting and dancing. Everyone is in-
vited to come. END
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BOSTON WEDDINGS
Photos and Text by Uddhava

The most important celebration in the
study of God realization is the initiation
ceremony, when the student agrees to
live by the orders of the spiritual mas-
ter who has understood the necessity
for a program whereby one can gain
control over his sensuous activities. In
Krishna Consciousness we use the word
control because we donot teach that one
should cease his sensuous activity, but
that he should perform that activity in
the pursuit of higher spiritual life. Then
that same activity, when performed
under the regulative principles of the
spiritual master, becomes devotional
service or Bhakti Yoga. This devotional
service when performed with a pure
heart has not only the power to simply
release one from the sufferings of this
material world, but also to raise one to
the platform of love of God.

After a boy is initiated into Krishna
Consciousness he is called a “brahma-
chari,” arenounced student. A brahma-
chari is by Vedic custom supposed to
be very austere. He should simply lie
down on the floor totake rest, he should
strictly regulate his eating and sleeping,
and he should have no association with
the opposite sex. After some time as a
brahmachari, a boy may decide whether
he wants to remain in this renounced
order of life or if he wants to become a
married man. Present-day society is

not designed for developing spiritual
life—there is too much intermingling of
men and women—and so our spiritual
master, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabupada, recommends
that most of the brahmacharisbecome
responsible married men and raise
Krishna conscious families.

Accepting a wife is also considered
renunciation, because the student is
voluntarily sacrificing his tendency
toward unrestricted sex life for a pro-
gram of regulated restraint to develop
his spiritual consciousness. When a
brahmachari decides to marry,the sys-
tem is that he should consult his god-
brothers and ask their advice. If they
agree that marriage is thebest thing for
his spiritual advancement, then he should
submit his plan to the spiritual master
for approval. Upon approval of the spi-
ritual master an eligible girl is chosen,
either by the spiritual master himself
or by the brahmachari’s godbrothers.
It is best if neither the boy nor the girl
has choice in selecting this lifelong com-
panion. Marriage is not for sense grati-
fication, and therefore the partner should
not be selected on the basis of sexual
attraction, but on the couple’s desire to
workhard together for the spiritual mas-
ter.

On May 8th of 1969, the Krishna con-
scious society had a wedding of three
couples at the Boston Radha Krishna
temple, as depicted on these pages. The

_couples learned of the marriage one day

prior to the actual ceremony. Krishna
Consciousness means simple living, and
so there was no problem preparing for
the event in such a short space of time.
The boys gathered together enough
money to purchase new saris for their
prospective brides, and the women on
the day of the ceremony made garlands
of flowers for themselves and their pro-
spective husbands. Someone was put in
charge of collecting the necessary items
for the ceremonial fire—rice flour
colored with dye, small pieces of wood
for fuel, sesame seeds, barley and
bananas to sacrifice in the fire, and
clarified butter to make the fire burn
brightly.

The spiritual master and the couples
to be married satdown on opposite sides
of the fire pit, each bride sitting to the
right of her groom. A flower garland
was first offered to the spiritual mas-
ter and then the couple was offered
flower garlands. Much sweet smelling
incense was lit and the spiritual master
began by reciting auspicious mantras
and sipping three small spoonfuls of
water from his hand. All the couples
followed the sipping of the water. When
the mantras were said the spiritual mas-
ter delivered alecture stressing the im-
portance of married life:

“Married life for Krishna Conscious-
ness is all right. My spiritual master
was a strict celibate all of his life, but
he used to say that if he could raise
children in Krishna Consciousness then



he was prepared to indulge in sex life
one hundred times. In The Bhagavad
Gita Krishna declares that sexlife based
on religious principles is a representa-
tion of Himself. The regulative princi-
ple that married couples should follow
regarding sex life is that it should be
avoided except for the propagation of
children, and then only indulged in once
a month until pregnancy. If the couple
does not desire children then sex life
should be avoided completely. This is
known as natural birth control. In our
Krishna Consciousness society we are
not teaching the cessation of activity,
but the regulation of activity . Itis natural
for young boys and girls to be attracted
to each other and to desire enjoyment,
but they should not act unrestrictedly
on the platform of dog or catconscious-
ness. Let them be married and live
peacefully, In all forms of life there is
eating, sleeping, defending and mating.
The human form also indulges in these
activities, but in the human form there
is a fifth activity which distinguishes it
from the society of the animals. This
we call religiousness.

“True religiousness begins when one
asks himself, ‘Why am I suffering ? Who
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am I? What is my true position?’ If
someone, no matter who or what he is,
sincerely looks forthe answers tothese
important questions and if he has ac-
cepted a bona fide spiritual master,
then he is said to be on the path of re-

ligiousness. Our Krishna conscious
society is meant for supplying the an-
swers to these questions as they are
answered by the Supreme Lord Himself
in various scriptures such as The Bha-
gavad Gita, Srimad Bhagwatam, Chai-
tanya Charitamrita, ete.

“Parents, please give yourblessings
to your children. Let them be happy for
the benefit of society, country and hu-
manity.”

Prabhupada then asked the parents
to repeat these words in giving away
their daughters: “She has been in my
charge for so many years, now I hand
her over to you.” The man accepts this
offer by answering, “I accept her as my
wife for my entire life. I agree to pro-
tect her and provide for her needs.”
Next the woman confirms the marriage
by agreeing to serve her husband and
provide for his comforts in this life. The
smiling couples then trade flower gar-
lands and change their sitting arrange-

ment: the wife sits to the left of the
husband and the husband covers his
wife’s head with the loose part of her
sari. The distinguishing mark of a mar-
ried woman is the red streak of pigment
found in the part of her hair at the cen-
ter of her head. This is now placed
there for the first time by her new hus-
band.

When all the couples have been mar-
ried in this manner, it is time to light
the sacrificial fire. The colored rice
flour is sprinkled across the earthenbed
where the firewill burn so that a color-
ful arrangement of lines is produced. In
the center of this is placed a burning
splinter which has been dipped in ghee
(clarified butter) and lit by a candle.
This is followed by more splinters dip-
ped in ghee, the pieces becoming larger
and larger until the flames are rising
two feet into the air. All of the happy
newlyweds are crowded around the hot
fire. Sweat appears on their brows but
they can barely move back because of
the crowds of friends and relatives be-
hind them pushing forward to reach the
sesame seeds and barley, which has just
been mixed with ghee, and which isbeing
offered for everyone to throw in the



sacrificial fire. The spiritual masteris
chanting sets of mantras to please the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri
Krishna, and everyone is loudly re-
peating these. Each set of mantras is
ended with “Shaha!” This is the signal,
everyone answers with an ecstatic “Sha-
ha!” and for a moment the temple ap-
pears to be raining sesame seeds and
barley as everyone throws their small
handful into the fire.

After the mantras are chanted, the
spiritual master motions for the couples
tostand. They are handed bananas which
they place between their folded hands.
With heads bowed in submission they
repeat the beautiful mantrabeing chanted
by the spiritual master, and at the end
place their bananas in the fire. Ghee is
poured over the bananas and the flames
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reach higher into the air. By this time
the temple is filled with smoke and no
one can tell if the tear§ in the eyes of
the devotees are caused by smoke orby
the bliss of the joyous occasion. All the
couples now bow down, their heads to
the sesame-seed-covered floor, and by
a mantra offer their obeisances, their
minds, their hearts, their lives to the
spiritual master, who simply says,

22

“Thank you very much. Chant Hare
Krishna.” Hearing this the devotees
leap into the air, grab at cymbals and
drums and begin loud chantings of the
Hare Krishna Mantra. By now every-
one’s eyes are full of tears and sweat
is pouring from their brows as the flames
of the fire shoot three and four feet into
the air. But nothing will stop these mer-
ry madmen from having their Kirtan in

praise of Lord Krishna.

The crackling of the bananas, the
heat and smoke from the fire just add
bliss to the already ecstatic chanting
and dancing scene. Many are jumping
into the air yelling, “Hari Vol! ” Others
arebeating furiously ondrums, crashing
together small hand cymbals, or simply
clapping their hands together loudly.
Hare Krishna chanting continues for



half an hour or so and is ended by a nod
of the head from His Divine Grace.
Everyone falls_to the barley-covered
floor and prostrates himself before His
Divine Grace, who is chanting respects
to all of the greater teachers and holy
places where Lord Krishna had His
pastimes. All then assume the sitting
position and the temple quiets down, ex-
cept for a few devotees who can’t quite

check their crying or laughing in ecstasy .
They sit slowly shaking their heads
from side to side in disbelief that there
could be such bliss in praising the sweet
Lord, Sri Krishna, With a broad smile
on His face Prabhupada asks the married
couples if they are happy. They simply
nod, “Of course!” is in their eyes. In
their minds they are thinking: if only I
had something more than my whole life

to off er my spiritual master.

His Divine Grace is now offered a
plate of Prasadam (food offered to Lord
Krishna) and His eyes sparkle as he
sees the sweetballs, samossa, Kachori,
Radha Ballabhi, Rasgolla and fifteen
other preparations. He takes a few small
‘bites and asks that everyone be fed.
Seconds, thirds and even fourths are
being demanded by even guests whohave
never before seenaPrasadam feast. At
some time during the feast His Divine
,Grace rises to leave. All immediately
\fall to the floor offering obeisances, and
jthen jump up to accompany him to the
door yelling “Hare Krishna! Hari Bol!”
On his way out he turns, throws his hand
in the air, and says again in a majestic
voice, “Chant Hare Krishna!” The de-
votees, feeling his love, return to the
feast, some still shaking their heads in
bliss, others saying softly, “Hare Bol,”
or “All glories to Prabhupada.” After
some time the guests slowly begin to
leave and the newly married couples
prepare to leave for their respective
new homes to join together in long and
happy lives in praise of the sweet Su-
preme Lord, Sri Krishna.
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SREE VYAS PUJA HOMAGE
AND OFFERING

This “Sree Vyas Puja Homage” was
read by Abhay Charan Das (His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami)before
the members of the Sri Goudiya Math in
Bombay in February, 1936 on the oc-
casion of the birthday anniversary of
His Divine Grace Prabhupada Srila
Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur. His

Divine Grace Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati
was very fond of the poem by Abhay
Charan and was especially pleased by
the lines: “Absolute is sentient Thou
hast proved, /Impersonal calamity/Thou
hast moved.” The speech was published
later in 1936 in The Harmonist, the
publication of the Goudiya Math. It is
noteworthy that the same spirit of
preaching has been maintained by His
Divine Grace over the past 33 years.
This is testimony tothe eternality of the
message of Krishna Consciousness.

SREE VYAS PUJA OFFERING

1,

Adare adore ye all

The happy day.
Blessed than heaven,

Sweeter than May,
When He appeared at Puri

The holy place,
My Lord and Master

His Divine Grace.

Oh! my Master
The evangelic angel.
Give us Thy light,
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Lite up Thy candle.
Struggle for existence

A human race.
The only hope

His Divine Grace.

3.

Misled we are

All going astray,
Save us Lord

Our fervent pray.
Wonder Thy ways

To turn our face
Adore Thy feet

Your Divine Grace.

4,

Forgotten Krishna

We fallen souls,
Paying most heavy

The illusion’s toll,
Darkness around

All untrace.
The only hope

His Divine Grace.

5.
Message of service
Thou hast brought.
A healthful life

As Chaitanya wrought.

Unknown to all

It’s full of brace.
That’s your gift

Your Divine Grace.

6.

Absolute is sentient

Thou hast proved,
Impersonal calamity

Thou hast moved.
This gives us a life

Anew and fresh,
Worship thy feet

Your Divine Grace.

7.

Had you not come

Who had told
The message of Krishna

Forceful and bold.
That’s your right

You have the mace.
Save me a fallen

Your Divine Grace.

8.
The line of service
As drawn by you,
Is pleasing and healthy

Like morning dew.
The oldest of all

But in new-dress
Miracle done

Your Divine Grace.

—Abhay Charan Das
SRI VYAS PUJA HOMAGE
Saksad haritvena samasta sastrai
Ruktastatha bhabyata eva sadbhih

Kintu prabhoryah priya eva tasya
Vande guroh sri charanaravindam.

“In the revealed scriptures it is de-
clared that the Spiritual Master should
be worshipped like the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, and this injunction
is obeyed by pure devotees of the Lord.
The Spiritual Master is the most confi-
dential servant of the Lord. Thus let us
offer our respectful obeisances unto the
Lotus Feet of our Spiritual Master.”

Gentlemen,

On behalf of the members of the
Bombay branch of The Gaudiya Math,
let me welcome you all, because you
have so kindly joined us tonight in our
congregational offerings of Homage to
the Lotus Feet of the world-teacher
Acharyadeva, who is the founder of this
Gaudiya Mission and is the President
Acharya of Sree Sree Viswa Vaishnab
Raj-Shabha,—I mean my eternal Divine
Master Paramhansa Paribrajakacharya
Sree Sreemad Bhakti Siddhanta Sara-
swati Goswami Maharaj.

Sixty-two years ago, on this auspi-
cious day—the Acharyadeva made his
appearance by the call of Thakore
Bhakti-Vinode at Sree Kshetra Jaggan-
nathdham at Puri.

Gentlemen, the offerings of such
a homage as has been arranged this
evening to the Acharyadeva is not a
sectarian concern, because when we
speak of the fundamental principle of
Gurudeva or Acharyadeva, we speak of
something that is of universal applica-
tion. There does not arise any question
of discriminating my Guru from that of
yours or of any one else’s. There is
only one Guruwho appears in aninfinity
of forms to teachyou, me andall others.
The Guru or Acharyadeva, as we learn
from the bonafide scriptures, delivers
the message of the absolute world, I
mean the transcendental abode of the



Absolute Personality where everything
non-differentially serves the Absolute
Truth. We have heard so many times
that mahajana yena gatah sa pantha
(Traverse the trail which your previous
acharyahas passed. ), but we have hardly
tried to understand the real purport of
this sloka, and if we scrutiniously study
this proposition we understand that
mahajana is one, and the royal road to
the transcendental world is also one. In
the Katha Upanishada it is said,

Tad vijnartham sa gurumevabhi-
gachhet,

Samit panih srotnyam brahmanis-
tham.

“In order to learn that transcendental
science, one must approach the bona-
fide Spiritual Master in disciplic suc-
cession, fixed in the Absolute Truth.”

Thus it has been enjoined herewith that
in order to receive that transcendental
knowledge one must approach the Guru.
Therefore, if the Absolute Truth isone,
about which we think there is no dif-
ference of opinion, the Guru also cannot
be two, The Acharyadeva to whom we
have assembled tonight to offer our hum-
ble homage, is not the Guru of a sec-
tarian institution or one out of many
differing exponents of the truth. On the
contrary He is the Jagatguru or the Guru
of all of us; the only difference is that
some obey Him wholeheartedly, while
others do not obey Him directly.

In the Bhagavatam it is said—

Acharyam mam vijaniyat navaman-

yeta karhichit.
Na martabuddhyayasueta sarvadeva

mayo guruh,

“One should understand the Spiritual
Master to be as good as I am,” said the
Blessed Lord. “Nobody shouldbe jealous
of the Spiritual Master or think of Him
as anordinary manbecause the Spiritual
Master is the sum total of all demigods.”

That is, the Acharya hasbeen identified
with Godhead Himself, He has nothing
to do with the affairs of this mundane
world. He does not descend here to
meddle with the affairs of temporary
necessities but to deliver the fallen and
conditioned souls—the souls or entities

who have come here in the material world
with a motive of enjoyment by the mind
and the five organs of sense perception.
He appears before us toreveal the light
of the Vedas and to bestow upon us the
blessings of full-fledged freedom after
which we should hanker at every step of
our life’s journey.

The transcendental knowledge of the
Vedas were first uttered by Godhead to
Brahma the Creator of this particular
universe. FromBrahma the Knowledge
descended to Narada, from Narada to
Vyasadeva, from Vyasadeva to Madhwa
and in this process of disciplic succes-
sion the transcendental knowledge was
being transmitted by one disciple to
another till it reached Lord Gauranga
or Sree Krishna Chaitanya Who posed
as the Disciple and Successor of Sree
Ishvara Puri. The present Acharyadeva
is the tenth disciplic representative from
Sree Rupa Goswami, the original repre-
sentative of this transcendental tradition
in its fullness from Lord Chaitanya. The
knowledge that we receive from Him is
not different from thatimparted by God-
head Himself and the succession of the
Acharyas in the preceptorial line of
Brahma. We adore this auspicious day
as Sree Vyas-Puja Tithi because the
Acharya is the living representative of
Vyasdeva, the Divine compiler of the
Vedas, the Puranas, Gita, Mahabharata
and the Bhagavatam, One who interprets
the Divine Sound or Sabdabrahman by his
imperfect sense perception cannot be a
real spiritual Guru because in the ab-
sence of the empiricist’s proper dis-
ciplinary training under the bonafide
Acharya, the interpreter is sure to differ
from Vyasdeva (as the Mayabadins do),
the prime authority of the Vedic Reve-
lation, and therefore, such irrelevant
interpreter cannot be accepted as the
Guru or Acharya howsoever he may be
equipped with all the acquirements of
material knowledge. As it is said—

Sampradaya vihina ye mantraste
biphalamatah.

“Unless you are initiated by a bonafide
spiritual Master in the disciplic suc-
cession, the mantra that you might
have received is without any effect.”

On the other hand one who has received
the transcendental knowledge through
the bonafide preceptor in the disciplic

chain by aural reception and has sincere
regard for the real Acharya must needs
be enlightened with the revealed know-
ledge of Vedas which is permanently
sealed to the cognitive approach of the
empiricists, As it is said in Shetaswa-

tara Upanishada,

Yasya deve parabhakti yatha deve
tatha gurou. )

Tasyaite kathitha hyarthah praka-
sante mahat manah.

“Only unto those great souls who have
implicit faith in both the Lord and the
Spiritual Master, simultaneously, are
all the imports of Vedic Knowledge auto-~
matically revealed.”

Gentlemen, our knowledge is sopoor,
our senses are so imperfect and our
sources are 50 limited that it is not
possible for us tohave even the slightest
knowledge of the absolute region without
surrendering ourselves at the Lotus Feet
of Sree Vyasdeva or His bonafide repre-
sentative, Every moment we are being
deceived by the knowledge of our direct
perception—they are all the creation or
concoction of the mind which is always
deceiving, changing and flickering., We
cannot know anything of the transcen-
dental region by our limited perverted
method of observation and experiment.
But all of us can lend our eager ears for
the aural reception of the transcendental
sound transmitted from that region to
this through the unadulterated medium
of Sree Gurudeva or Sree Vyasdeva,
Therefore gentlemen, we should sur-
render ourselves today to the Feet of the
representative of Sree Vyasdeva for the
elimination of all our differences bred
by our unsubmissive attitude. It is ac-
cordingly said in Sree Gita,

Tadbiddhi pranipatenapariprasnena
sebaya

Upadeksanti te jnanam jnamna tatva-
darsinah.

“Just approach the wise and bonafide
Spiritual Master. Surrender unto him
first and try to understand him by en-
quiries and service. Such a wise Spiri-
tual Master will enlighten you with tran-
scendental knowledge because he has
already known the Absolute Truth,”
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To receive the transcendental know-
ledge we must completely surrender
ourselves to the real Acharyain aspirit
of ardent enquiry and service. The actual
performance of the service of the Ab-
solute under the guidance of the Acharya
is the only vehicle by which we can as-
similate the transcendental knowledge.
Today’s meeting for offering our humble
services and homage to the Feet of
the Acharya-deva will enable us to be
favoured with the capacity of assimilat-
ing the transcendental knowledge so
kindly transmitted by Him toall persons
without distinction.

Gentlemen, we are more or less all
proud of our past Indian civilization, but
we actually do not know the real nature
of that civilization. We cannot be proud
of our past material civilization which
is now thousand times greater than in
the days gone by. It is said that we are
passing through the age of darkness or
the Kaliyuga. What is this darkness?
The darkness cannot be due tobackward-
ness in material knowledge, because we
have now more of it than formerly. If
not we ourselves, our neighbours at any
rate have plenty of it, and therefore, we
must conclude that the darkness of the
present Age is not due tolack of material
advancement, but that we have lost the
clue toour spiritual advancement which
is the prime necessity of human life and
the criterion of the highest type of human
civilization, Throwing of bombs from
aeroplanes is no advancement of civili-
zation from the primitive uncivilized
way of dropping big stones on the heads
of the enemies from the tops of the hills.
Improvement of the art of killing our
neighbours by inventing machine guns
and by means of poisonous gases is cer-
tainly no advancement from primitive
barbarism priding itself on its art of
killing by bows and arrows, nor does
the development of a sense of pampered
selfishness prove anything more than
intellectual animalism. True human
civilization is very different from all
these states, and therefore, in the Katha
Upanisada there is the emphatic call—

Uttisthata jagrataprapta varan ni-
bodhata

Khurasya dhara nisita duratyaya

durgam pathastat kavayo vadanti.

“Please get up, awake and try to under-
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stand that boon of life which you now
have in this human form of life. The path
of spiritual realization is very difficult
and is sharp like the razor’s edge. That
is the opinion of learned transcendental
scholars.”

Thus while others were yet in the
womb of historical oblivion, the sages
of India had developed a different kind
of civilization which enables us to know
ourselves. They had discovered that we
are not at all material entities, but that
we are all spiritual, permanent and non-
destructible servanis of the Absolute.
But because we have against our better
judgment chosen to completely identify
ourselves with this present materialised
existence, our sufferings have multi-
plied by subjection tothe inexorable law
of births and deaths and consequent
diseases and anxieties. These sufferings
cannot be really mitigated by any pro-
vision of material happiness because
matter and spirit are completely dif-
ferent elements. It is just as if you take
an aquatic animal out of water and put it
on the land, supplying all manner of
happiness possible on land. The deadly
sufferings of the animal arenot capable
of being relieved at all till it is taken
out of its foreign environment. Spirit
and matter are completely contradictory
things. All of us are spiritual entities,
We cannot have perfect happiness which
is our birthright, however much we may
meddle with the affairs of the mundane
things, unless and until we are restored
to our natural state of spiritual existence.
This is the distinctive message of our
ancient Indian civilization, this is the
message of the Gita, this is the message
of the Vedas and the Puranas and this is
the message of all the real Acharyas
and of our present Acharyadeva in the
line of Lord Chaitanya.

Gentlemen, although it is imperfectly
that we have been enabled by His Grace
to understand the sublime messages
of our Acharyadeva Om Vishnupada
Paramahansa Paribrajakacharya Sree
Sreemad Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati
Goswami Maharaj, yet we must admit
that we have realized definitely that the
Divine message from his holy lips is the
congenial thing for the suffering humani-
ty. All of us should hear him patiently.
If we listen tothe Transcendental Sound
without unnecessary opposition, he
will surely have mercy upon us. The

Acharya’s message is to take us back
to our original home and back to God.
Let me repeat, therefore, that we should
hear Him patiently, follow Him in the
measure of our conviction and bow down
at His Lotus Feet for releasing us of our
present causeless unwillingness for
serving the Absolute and all souls.

About this spiritual existence we learn
from the Gita that even aiter the de-
struction of the body, the Atma or the
soul is not destroyed; he is always the
same, always new and fresh; that fire
cannot burn, water cannot dissolve, the
air cannot dry up or the sword cannot
kill him; that he is everlasting and
eternal and this is alsoconfirmed in the
Bhagavatam by the sloka,

Yasya atmabuddhi kunape tridhatuke
Svadhih kalatradisubhouma ijyadhih,
Yattirthabuddhih salile na karhichid
Janesu abhijnesu sa eva gokharah.

“Anyone who accepts this bodily bag of
three elements (bile, mucous, and air)
as his self and whohas an affinity for an
intimate relationship with his wife and
children, and who considers his land as
worshipable, andwho accepts the waters
of the holy places of pilgrimage but never
takes advantage of those persons who
are in actual knowledge, is no better
than an ass or cow.”

But unfortunately in these days we
have all been turned foolish by neglecting
our real comfort and have identified the
material cage with ourselves. We have
concentrated thereby all our energies
for the meaningless up-keep of the ma-
terial cage for its own sake, completely
neglecting the captive soul within. The
cage is for the undoing of the bird, and
not the bird is for the cage. The poi-
soned shirtis for the death of the wearer
who is never meant for wearing the coat.
Let us, therefore, deeply ponder over
the thing. All our activities are now
turned towards the upkeep of the cage
and the most we do is try to give some
food to the mind by arts and literature.
But we donot know that this mind isalso
material in a more subtle form. This
is stated in the Gita—

Bhumi rapoanalo bayuh kham buddhi
manoreva cha

Ahamkaraiti ayam mebhima prak-
ritirastadhah




“Farth, fire, water, air, sky, intelli-
gence, mind and ego are all My sepa-
rated energies.”

We have scarcely tried to give any
food tothe soul as distinet from thebody
and mind, and therefore we areall com-
mitting suicide in the proper sense of
the term. The message of the Acharya-
deva is to give us a warning halt to the
procedure of such wrong activities. Let
us, therefore bow down at His Lotus
Feet for the unalloyed mercy and kind-
ness He has bestowed upon us.

Gentlemen, donot for a moment think
that my Gurudeva wants to put a com-
plete brake to the modern civilization,
which is an impossible feat, But let us
learn from Him the art of how to make
the best use of a bad bargain and let us
understand the importance of this human
life which is fit for the highest develop-
ment of true consciousness, and let us
not neglect it. The best use of this rare
human life should not be avoided. Says
Srimad Bhagwatam—

Labdhu sudur labhamidambahu sam-
bhavante

Manusyamarthadamanityamapiha
dhirah

Turnam yateta napatedanu mirtyu

yavat
Nisreyasaya visaya khalu sarvatah

syat.

“This human form of life is obtained
after very many births, and although it
is not permanent it can offer the highest
benefits. Therefore, a sober and intel-
ligent man should immediately try to
fulfill his mission to attain the highest
profit in life before another death oc-
curs. He should avoid sense gratifica-
tion which is available in all circum-
stances.”

Letus not misuse itin the vain pursuit of
material enjoyment, or, in other words,
for the sake of only eating, sleeping,
fearing and sensuous activities. The
Acharyadeva’s megsage is conveyed by
the words of Sree Rupa Goswami—

Anasakiasya visayan yatharhamupa-
junyatah

Nirbandhah Krishnasambandhe yuk-
bavairagyam uchyate,

Prapanchikataya buddhya hari sam-
bandhi bastunah

Mumuksabhih parityago vairagyam
phalu kathyate.

“One is supposed to be situated in the
full renounced order of life if he lives
in accordance with Krishna Conscious-
ness. He should be without attachment
for sense gratification and should accept
only what is necessary for the upkeep of
the body. On the other hand one who re-
nounces things which could be used in
the service of Krishna Consciousness,
under the pretext that such things are
material, does not practice complete
renunciation.”

And the purport of these slokas canonly
be realized by fully developing the ra-
tional portion of our life and not the ani-
mal portion. Let us try to understand
from this transcendental source of know-
ledge as to what we are, what is this
universe and what is God and what is
our inter-relation, at the Feet of the
Acharyadeva.

The message of Lord Chaitanya is
the message for the living entities and
the message of the living world. Lord
Chaitanya did not bother Himself for
the upliftment of this dead-world which
is suitably named as the Martyaloka or
the world where everything is destined
to be dead,—but He appeared before us
450 years before to tell us something
of the transcendental universe where
everything is permanent and everything
is for the service of the Absolute. But
recently Lord Chaitanya has been mis-
represented by some designing persons,
and the highest philosophy of the Lord
has been misinterpreted to be the cult
of the lowest type of society, and we
are glad to announce tonight that our
Acharyadeva with His usual kindness
saved us from this horrible type of de-
gradation, and therefore, let us bow
down at His Lotus Feet with all humility.

Gentlemen, it has been like a mania
for the cultured or the uncultured so-
ciety of the present day to accredit the
Personality of Godhead in His mere im-
personal feature and to stultify the Per-
sonality of Godhead as having no sense,
no form, no activity, no head, no leg,
and no enjoyment. This has also been
the pleasure of the modern scholars due
to their sheer lack of proper guidance
and true introspection in the spiritual
realm. All these empiricists think alike,
as if all the enjoyable things should be

monopolised by the human society, or
by a particular class only, the Imper-
sonal Godhead being a mere order-sup-
plier for their whimsical feats. We are
happy that we have been relieved of this
horrible type of malady by the mercy of
His Divine Grace Paramahansa Paribra-
jakacharya Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati
Goswami Maharaj, our eye-opener, our
eternal father, our eternal preceptor
and our eternal guide. Let us, there-
fore, bow down at His Lotus Feet on
this auspicious day.

Gentlemen, although we are like ig-
norant children in the knowledge of the
transcendence, still His Divine Grace
my Gurudeva has kindled a small fire
within us to dissipate the invincible
darkness of the empirical knowledge,
and we are so much so on the safe side
that no amount of philosophical argument
of the empiric schools of thought can
deviate us an inch from the position of
our eternal dependence on the Lotus
Feet of His Divine Grace—and we are
prepared to challenge the most erudite
scholars of the Mayavada school on this
vital issue that the Personality of God-
head and His transcendental Sports in
Goloka alone constitute the sublime in-
formation of the Vedas. There are ex-
plicit indications of this in the Chhan-
dyogya Upanishada especially in the
text—

Syamatsavalam prapadye sabalat-
syamam prapadye.

“For receiving the mercy of Krishna I
surrender unto His energy (Radha), and
for receiving the mercy of His energy I
surrender unto Krishna.”

and in the Rigveda Samhita—

Tadvisnoh paramampadam sadapas-

yanti surayah
Diviva chahsuratatam visnoyat para-

mam padam,

“The Lotus Feet of the Lord Vishnu are
the Supreme Objective of all the demi-
gods. These Lotus Feet of the Loxrd are
enlightening as the sun in the sky.”

This plain thing so vividly explained in
the Gita, which is the central lesson of
the Vedas, is not understood, nay even
suspected, by the most powerful scho-
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lars of the empiric schools, Herein lies
the secret of Sree Vyasa Puja. We are
glad to meditate on the transcendental
Pastimes of the Absolute Godhead; we
are proud to feel that we are His eternal
servitors which make us jubilant and
dance with joy. All Glory to my Divine
Master for it is He Who has, out of His
unceasing flow of mercy, stirred up
within us such a movement of eternal
existence. Let us bow down at His Lotus
Feet.

Gentlemen, had he not appeared be-
fore us to deliver us from the thraldom
of this gross worldly delusion—surely
we should have remained for lives and
ages in the darkness of helpless captivity.
Had he not appeared before us, we would
not have been able to understand the

BOOK REVIEW

TEACHINGS OF LORD CHAITANYA
by A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami; 292 pp.,
ISKCON Books, $5.95.

is Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami, foremost teacher of the Ve-
dic science of spiritual realization inthe
world today, was born Abhay Charan De
on Sept. 1, 1896 inCalcutta, He attended
the University of Calcutta, majoring in
philosophy, English and economics, and
after finishing his education took up the
management of a large chemical firm.
It was in 1922 that he met his spiritual
master, His Divine Grace Sri Srimad
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Goswami
Maharaj. From the beginning Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta instructed him to bring
the message of Lord Chaitanya to the
Western World, In 1933, Abhay Charan
De was initiated by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta,
and in 1944 he began Back To Godhead,
a semi-monthly magazine in the English
language, as a first step toward ful-
filling his spiritual master’s order. He
was recognized as Bhaktivedanta in 1947,
and in 1954 he became Vanaprastha, re-
tired from family life. In 1959 he entered
the renounced order of spiritual life,
sannyasa, and now he is known as A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami,
It was in September of 1965 that His
Divine Gracearrived in the United States,
seeking further to fulfill the mission
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eternal truth of the sublime teaching of
Lord Chaitanya,—had He not appeared
before us, we could not have been able
toknow the significance of the first sloka
of Brahmasamhita,—

Isvara parama Krishna sachchidan-
anda vigrahah

Anadivadir govindah sarva karana
karanam.

“Krishna who is known as Govinda is
the Supreme Godhead. He has aneternal
blissful spiritual body. He is the Origin
of all. He has no other origin and He is
the Prime Cause of all causes.”

Personally I have no hope to have any
direct service for the coming erores of
births of the sojourn of my life, but I

given him by his Guru Maharaj. By July
of 1966 he had gathered some disciples
to him, and he began the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness. Now
this society has branches in the major
cities of the U.S., Canada, Britain and
Germany. His Divine Grace is the author
of a number of other books, including
“Srimad Bhagwatam” (complete in 60
volumes), “Nectar of Devotion,” and
the recently published “Bhagavad Gita
As It Is.” He has also made two LP
record albums—“Krishna Conscious-
ness” and “Govinda.”

The Swami writes out of his daily
experiences with the authority of a mas-
ter, so that his books are both learned
and practical, instructive as well as
deeply moving. The present volume is a
study of the sublime philosophy of Lord
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Chaitanya ad-
vented Himself in Mayapur in the town
of Nadia on February 18, 1486, and from
the time of His appearance He made
everyone chant Hare Krishna, Hare
Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama,
Hare Hare. Lord Chaitanya is the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, Krishna
Himself, advented in the present age of
Kali Yuga in the garb of a devotee in
order to experience the bliss of devo-
tional service and to spread love of God-
headto everyone. TEACHINGSOF LORD
CHAITANYA isbased on the “Chaitanya

am confident that some day or other I
shall be delivered from this mire of de-
lusion inwhich I amat present so deeply
sunk. Therefore, let me with all my
earnesiness pray at the Lotus Feet of
my Divine Master to let me suffer the
lot which I am destined to do for all my
past misdoings, but to let me have this
power of recollection, that T am no-
thing but a tiny servant of the Almighty
Absolute Godhead, realised through the
unflinching mercy of my Divine Master.
Let me, therefore, bow down at His
Lotus Feet with all the humility at my
command.

ABHAY CHARAN DAS

For Members, Sree Gaudiya Math,
Bombay.

Charitamrita” by Krishnadas Kaviraj
Goswami, Chaitanya Charitamrita, the
topmost book in the field of spiritual
science, deals with the life and precepts
of Lord Chaitanya.

TEACHINGS OF LORD CHAITANYA
begins with the Lord’s instructions tc
Rupa Goswamion the bank of the Ganges
at Prayag. He began His teaching as
follows: “My dear Rupa, the science of
devotional service is just like a great
ocean, and it is not possible toshow you
all the length and breadth of the great
ocean. But I shall simply try to explain
about the nature of the ocean by just
taking a drop of it; and you canthus taste
it and understand what is that ocean of
devotional service.”

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu went on to
teach that the human form of life is a
very rare thing, and that it should not
be wasted in the animal propensities of
eating, sleeping, mating and defending.
It should rather be utilized for spiritual
realization. Inorder todo this one must
receive the mercy of a bona fide spiri-
tual master who imparts the science of
devotional service to the student. The
student receives this knowledge through
submissive aural reception, and then it
is his duty to faithfully carry out his
master’s instructions. In doing this one
must be careful to avoid all offenses and
obstacles on the path to pure devotion.

Sriman Mahaprabhu has explained the



symptoms of pure devotion, the stages
of devotional service and the develop-
ment of the various “rasas,” or mel-
lows (flavors) existing between the de-
votee and Krishna,

Lord Chaitanya gave all this informa-
tion to Rupa so that he could write books
on the subject, and one of his principal
works is “Bhakti-Rasamrita Sindhu”
(literally, “The Ocean of the Pure Nec-
tar of Devotional Service”), which A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami is very kindly pre-
paring forus now under the title “Nectar
of Devotion,” soon to be published.

Both Rupa and his elder brother
Sanatan were important government
ministers, but after meeting Lord Chai-
tanya they both retired fromgovernment
service and became His followers. Sana-
tanhad great difficulty in doing so, be-
cause his service was very valuable to
his Moslem ruler. He was thrown in jail,
but while the governor was off fighting
in a neighboring province Sanatan es-
caped and made his way through the
jungles to Benares, where he joined the
Lord.

The Lord instructed Sanatan in the
process of devotional service, explaining
that the living entity is of superior
spiritual energy, but is in a marginal
position. That is, sometimes he is con-
trolled by spiritual nature and some-
times by material. If the living entity
maintains his natural relationship of
eternal part and parcel servitor to the
Lord, he remains under the control of
the spiritual potency of the Lord. And
if he forgets his relationship and tries
to be independent of the Lord, he is put
under the control of the inferior material
potency. The only way for the materially
conditioned souls to achieve perfection,
therefore, is through devotional service
or Krishna Consciousness.

There are three features of the Ab-
solute—the impersonal Brahman efful-
gence, the localized Paramatman (Su-
persoul) manifestation and the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Krishna is the
originof all these forms, and He has an
infinite number of personal forms, such
as Vishnu, which are eternally existent
in the spiritual sky. These forms are
also found on this planet and within this
universe. Lord Chaitanya described His
various types of “avataras,” or incar-
nations, to Sanatan Goswami, and the
account of this teaching in A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami’s book will come as a

distinct contribution to man’s under-
standing of the varieties exhibited by
the Absolute Truth in relation tothe ma-
terial world.

Krishna is the greatest of the great.
No one can surpass His opulence. He
possesses all fame, all beauty, all
strength, all knowledge, all wealth and
all renunciation. He is manifesting the
material and spiritual universes simply
through His energy. Lord Brahma, the
topmost demigod in the universe, ad-
mits that he cannot conceive how great
Krishna is. And it is the verdict of all
Vedic literature that devotional service
to this Supreme Personality of Godhead
is the only thing worthwhile. In order to
achieve such a state of perfection, one
must be favored by a great soul, a pure
devotee of the Lord.

Lord Chaitanya described to Sanatan
some of the godly qualities of a devotee,
as well as his behavior. The Lord also
enunciated the devotional practices by
which one reaches perfection. There
are sixty-four items of devotional prac-
tice, and by their adoption one’s devo-
tional service gradually becomes pure.
Lord Chaitanya explained devotional
serviceaccording to the regulative prin-
ciples, and He also described devotional
service in attachment, which is a higher
stage. The ecstasy of the Lord and His
devotees, which is enjoyed according to
their particular relationships on the
transcendental plane, is described by
the Lord to Sanatan, as well as the
transcendental qualities of Radha and
Krishna. All this and more is tobe found
in TEACHINGS OF LORD CHAITANYA,
and the book therefore offers us a most
unique insight into the very highest prin-
ciples and concepts of transcendental
existence. It is unlikely that any other
work in the English language can ap-
proach this sublime achievement.

When the Lord finished His instruc-
tions, Sanatan offered his most humble
prayers and asked for the Lord’s bene-
diction so that His teachings might fully
evolve within his heart.

Lord Chaitanya next explained the
famous “Atmarama” verse from Srimad
Bhagwatam, He had previously explained
it to Sarbabhouma Bhattacharya, but at
Sanatan’s request He explained it again,
and the Lord gave 61 different explana-
tions of the verse. The Lord has com-
plete knowledge which far surpasses that
of any mundane scholar, no matter how

great he may be. Sanatan could under-
stand that Lord Chaitanya was the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, Krishna
Himself, and he fell down at His feet
and offered Him praise.

“The Lord then replied to Sanatan
Goswami, ‘Do not try to eulogize Me in
that way. Just try to understand the real
nature of Srimad Bhagwatam.’” In this
way, Lord Chaitanya did not like to be
called God. His role was to act as a
devotee of the Lord and to set the example
of pure devotional service. He empow-
ered Sanatan Goswami to write many
books on the subject of devotional ser-
vice, and Sanatan kindly carried out His
order. We who are the benefactors of
such sublime gifts must offer all glory
to Sanatan Goswami and Lord Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu!

W hile the Lord was staying at
Benares He was strongly criti-
cized by the mayavadi (impersonalist)
sannyasis who resided there. According
to their principles, “Singing, dancing,
and playing on musical instruments are
strictly prohibited; they are called three
kinds of sinful activities. The mayavadi
sannyasi is supposed to engage his val-
uable time in the matter of Vedanta study.
When the mayavadi sannyasis in Benares
saw that Lord Chaitanya was indulging
in singing, dancing and playing musical
instruments, and was always chanting
Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna
Krishna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare, they
concluded that this sannyasi was not
educated and, out of sentiment, He was
misleading some of the followers. Shan-
karacharya has said that a sannyasi
should always be engaged in studying
Vedanta, and should be satisfied simply
having one clothand nothing more. Lord
Chaitanya was neither studying Vedanta
in formality, nor did He cease from
singing and dancing, and so He was criti-
cized byall the sannyasis at Benares, as
well as by their householder followers . ”

While two of the Lord’s followers
were discussing the mayavadis’ criti-
cism of Him, a brahmin came and in-
vited Lord Chaitanya to hisplace, where
he had also invited all the other san-
nyasis. The Lord accepted the invitation,
taking the opportunity to meet the maya-
vadi sannyasis, and the next day went
to the house of the brahmin. He offered
His respects to all the sannyasis as-
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sembled there and they returned His
respects, as was usual. The Lord then
had a conversation with Prakasananda
Saraswatiwhowas the chief amongst the
impersonalist sannyasis.

Lord Chaitanya humbly explained
His chanting of the Holy Name—Hare
Krishna,Hare Krishna Krishna Krishna,

Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,

Rama Rama, Hare Hare—which had
been instructed to Him by His spiritual
master. The Lord also gave the true
explanation of the Vedanta Sutra, and
refuted the impersonalist philosophy
which tries to draw some concocted
meaning of its own from Vedanta Sutra.
Lord Chaitanya said that Srimad Bhag-
watam by Srila Vyasadeva, who also
authored Vedanta Sutra, is the real
commentary on the Vedanta. And Bhag-
watam is the all-glorious description
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Lord Chaitanya refused to attempt any
indirect interpretation of the Vedanta
Sutra, and then put forth the direct
interpretation of each of the verses.
Prakasananda and his students admitted
the defect of Shankaracharya’s indirect
interpretation, and accepted the teaching
of Lord Chaitanya to be correct.

One day after this incident, as He
was on His way to visit the temple of
Viswonath and Bindumadhav, Lord
Chaitanya began chanting and dancing in
the streets. “Thousands of people were
gathered around Him, and there was a
roaring following the vibration of Chai-
tanya Mahaprabhu. This vibration was
s0 tumultuous that Prakasananda Sara-
swati, who was sitting nearby, came
immediately along with his disciples,
and as soon as he saw the beautiful body
of Lord Chaitanya and His nice dancing,
along with His associates, healsojoined
and began tosing with Him: Hari! Hari!
All the inhabitants of Benares were
struck with wonder by seeing the dancing
of Lord Chaitanya in ecstasy.” When
Lord Chaitanya stopped His chanting and
dancing, Prakasananda Saraswati im-
mediately fell at His feet and offered
humble prayers to the Lord, begging
His mercy and forgiveness. In this way
all of Benares took up the chanting of
the Holy Name,

After taking sannyasa, Lord Chaitanya
went to Jagannath Puri on the east coast
of India, There He met with Sarbabhouma
Bhattacharya, the greatest logician of
that time . Sarbabhouma took compassion
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on the young sannyasi, and he wanted to
teach the Lord Vedanta Sutra, feeling
that, without such instruction, it would
be difficult for the handsome young man
to continue insannyasa .The Lord agreed,
and Sarbabhouma spoke to Him about
Vedanta Sutra continually for sevendays.
Lord Chaitanya did not say anything
during all this time, and on the eighth
day the Bhattacharya enquiredas towhy
He was so silent.

Lord Chaitanya then criticized the
mayavadi sannyasis who hear Vedanta
Sutra simply as a formality and without
any understanding. He went on to say
that He understood the codes of Vedanta
Sutra, which are not very difficult, but
that Bhattacharya’s explanations ob-
scured the real meaning. This was be-
cause Bhattacharya was trying to ex-
pound some particular doctrine of his
own through the codes. Therefore he
was giving indirect meanings and hiding
the true meanings of the Sutras.

All Vedic evidence affirms the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead to be the
final concept of the Absolute Truth.
Realization of the Supreme Person is
higher than impersonal Brahman reali-
zationor localized Supersoul realization.
Vedic literature, according to Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu, is meant for three things
—telling us of our relationship with
the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
showing us how to act according to that
relationship and, finally, to achieve
love of Godhead as the highest perfec-
tion of life. Lord Chaitanya showed many
defects in the mayavadi philosophy. By
the force of His arguments and His ex-
planation of the Atmarama Sloka in 61
different ways, the Lord converted
Sarbabhouma into a staunch and pure
devotee. Lord Chaitanya showed His
mercy to the Bhattacharya, and the
Bhattacharya was melted by it.

W hile Chaitanya Mahaprabhu was
on His tour of southern India, at
the bank of the river Dudabundee, He met
with Sri Ramananda Roy, who was the
governor of that province. The Lord had
been requested tosee this greatdevotee
by Sarbabhouma Bhattacharya, who had
previously thought Roy rather mad.
Lord Chaitanya inquired of Ramananda
Roy, “Please quote some verses from
scripture about the ultimate goal of life
for the human being.” Thus begins the
most moving and ecstatic sectionof A.C.

Bhaktivedanta Swami’s book, taking the
reader step by step on a sublime journey
to indescribable heights of transcen-
dental consciousness. Ramananda Roy
quoted several verses, which the Lord
rejected. Then, “Ramananda Roy said
that devotional service without any at-
tempt at cultivation of knowledge or
mental speculation is the highest stage
of perfection,” and to confirm this, he
gave evidence from the Srimad Bhag-
watam, Tenth Canto, 14th Chapter.

Lord Chaitanya immediately accepted
this prescription presented by Rama-
nanda Roy, and asked him to go further
in advanced devotional service. Rama-
nanda Roy mentioned several stages of
devotion, and finally concluded that love
of Radha and Krishna is the highest at-
tainment. Ramananda Roy described the
Holy Rasa Dance and Radharani’s spe-
cial attractiveness for Krishna. Healso
discussed the most confidential dealings
of Radha and Krishna, and how to gain
Their service and association.

These talks between Lord Chaitanya
and Ramananda Roy are on the highest
spiritual level, and in order to reach
this level one must approach a bona fide
spiritual master. A spiritual master is
“a qualified person conversant with the
science of Krishna.” One should ap-
proach such a spiritual master with
an attitude of submissive hearing and
service. Then one will be eligible to
achieve perfection. One can only ap-
proach Krishna through His represen-
tative, the spiritual master. This is
also the verdict of Lord Chaitanya.

After tendays of high level discussions
with Ramananda Roy, Lord Chaitanya
left that place, inviting Ramananda Roy
to join Him at Jagannath Puri, where
they could spend the rest of Their lives
together discussing Krishna. “After the
departure of Lord Chaitanya, Ramananda
Roy became overwhelmed by separation
from the Lord; and he decided to retire
fromservice just to meet the Lord again
at Jagannath Puri.”

Lord Chaitanya is the most magnani-
mous appearance of Godhead, and every-
one should take advantage of His sublime
instructions which are so nicely pre-
sented tous by A.C .Bhaktivedanta Swami
in TEACHINGS OF LORD CHAITANYA.
If one is fortunate enough, he can place
his faith in this book, and can enter into
the transcendental association of Radha
and Krishna. END



PRAYERS TO THE SIX GOSWAMIS

by SRINIVAS ACHARYA

T

Ioffer my respectful obeisances unto the six Goswamis, named
Sri Sanatan Goswami, Sri Rupa Goswami, Sri Raghunath Bhatta
Goswami, Sri Raghunath Das Goswami, Sri Jiva Goswami
and Sri Gopal Bhatta Goswami, who are always engaged in
chanting the Holy Name of Krishna and dancing. They are
just like the Ocean of Love for God, and as such they are
popular both with the gentle and with the ruffians, because
they are not envious of anyone; and whatever they do, they
are all-pleasing to everyone. As such, they are respectful
to all, because they are fully blest by Lord Chaitanya. Thus
they are engaged in missionary activities meant to deliver
all the conditioned souls in the material universe.

Toffer my respectful obeisances unto the six Goswamis, named
SriSanatan Goswami, Sri Rupa Goswami, Sri Raghunath Bhatta
Goswami, Sri Raghunath Das Goswami, Sri Jiva Goswami
and SriGopal Bhatta Goswami, whoare very expert in studying
all the revealed scriptures scrutinizingly, with the aim of
establishing eternal religious principles for the benefit of
all human beings. On account of this they are honored all over
the three worlds, and they are worth taking shelter of because
they are in the mood of the Gopis [Krishna’s most perfect
devotees], and are engaged in the transcendental loving ser-
vice of Radha and Krishna.
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Toffer my respectful obeisances unto the six Goswamis, named
SriSanatan Goswami, Sri Rupa Goswami,Sri Raghunath Bhatta
Goswami, Sri Raghunath Das Goswami, Sri Jiva Goswami
and Sri Gopal Bhatta Goswami, who are very much enriched
in the matter of understanding Lord Chaitanya, and who are
thus expert in narrating His transcendental qualities. They
can puirfy all conditioned souls from the reactions of their
sinful activities by pouring upon them the transcendental songs
about Govinda [Krishna]. As such, they are very expert in
increasing the limits of the Ocean of Transcendental Bliss,
and they are the saviors of the living entities from the de-
vouring mouth of liberation.
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Ioffer my respectful obeisances untothe six Goswamis, named
SriSanatan Goswami, Sri Rupa Goswami, Sri Raghunath Bhatta
Goswami, Sri Raghunath Das Goswami, Sri Jiva Goswami
and Sri Gopal Bhatta Goswami, whokicked off all assqciations
of aristocracy as insignificant. In order to deliver the poor
conditioned souls, they accepted loin cloths, treating them-
selves as mendicanfs, but they are always merged in the ec-
static Ocean of the Gopis’love for Krishna, and bathe always
and repeatedly in the waves of that Ocean.
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1offer my respectful obeisances unto the six Goswamis, named
Sri Sanatan Goswami, Sri Rupa Goswami, Sri Raghunath Bhatta
Goswami, Sri Raghunath Das Goswami, Sri Jiva Goswami
and Sri Gopal Bhatta Goswami, who were always engaged
in worshiping Radha Krishna in the transcendental land of
Vrindaban, where there are beautiful trees full of fruits and
flowers, having under their roots all valuable jewels. The
Goswamis are perfectly competent to bestow upon the living
entities the greatest book of the goal of life.
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I offer my respectful obeisances unto the six Goswamis, named
SriSanatan Goswami, Sri Rupa Goswami, Sri Raghunath Bhatta
Goswami, Sri Raghunath Das Goswami, Sri Jiva Goswami
and Sri Gopal Bhatta Goswami, who were engaged inchanting
the Holy Name of the Lord and bowing down in a scheduled
measurement. In this way, they were utilizing their valuable
lives, and in executing these devotional activities they con-
quered over eating and sleeping, and were always meek and
humble, enchanted by remembering the transcendental quali-
ties of the Lord.
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Toffer my respectful obeisances unto the six Goswamis, named
SriSanatan Goswami, Sri Rupa Goswami,Sri Raghunath Bhatta
Goswami, Sri Raghunath Das Goswami, Sri Jiva Goswami
and Sri Gopal Bhatta Goswami, who were sometimes on the
bank of the Radha Kunda lake on the shores of the Yamuna,
and sometimes in Bansibhat. There they appeared just like
madmen in the full ecstasy of love for Krishna, exhibiting
different transcendental symptoms on their bodies, and some-
times being merged in the ecstasy of Krishna Consciousness.
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I offer my respectful obeisances unto the six Goswamis, named
SriSanatan Goswami, Sri Rupa Goswami, Sri Raghunath Bhatta
Goswami, Sri Raghunath Das Goswami, Sri Jiva Goswami
and Sri Gopal Bhatta Goswami, whowere chanting very loudly
everywhere in Vrindaban, shouting as follows: “O Queen of
Vrindaban—Radharani! O Lalita [Her associate|! O Son of
Nanda Maharaj [Krishna]! Where are You all now? Are You
just on the Hill of Goverdhan? Or are You under the trees on
the bank of the Yamuna? Where are You?"” These were their
moods in executing Krishna Consciousness,
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Above and left:

Butter-churning Festival
in Los Angeles.
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Right: b b
Music festival in Hawaii. ‘ her:

Chanting on the beach in Atlantic City.

Kirtan in a Santa Fe park.

32



This Page: Buffalo.

Left: Prabhupada and devotees at an immense
kirtan at the University of Buffalo.

Center Left: Rupanuga Das teaching Bhakti Yoga,
University of Buffalo,

Center Right: Rupanuga Das speaking to an art
festival crowd.

Bottom: Kirtan on the University lawn.
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Including the only writings left by Lord
Chaitanya, eight short verses that have
changed the lives of millions and inspired
hundreds of volumes of books. '

“The task that His Divine Grace has under
taken intranslating and commenting on the
Srimad Bhagwatam, The Bhagavad Gita
and the Teachings of Lord Chaitanya neces-
sitates a considerable erudition. His
teachings are obviously significant to
many of our young people and is therefore
important to all of us.”

—Prof. Edward C. Dimock
University of Chicago

Lord Chaitanya,

“The Golden Avatar,” appeared
500 years ago and overflooded
all of India with the ecstasy o
love of God. |
As you read this book you will
taste a drop of that nectar. One
drop will transform your life.
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Enclosed please find $5.95 in checkor money order. Please rush me
my copy of TEACHINGS OF LORD CHAITANYA. .
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